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Accounts,  on  the  settlement  of  97 

Adams,  Mr.  late  president,  a  toast 

frotn  him  250;  munificence  405 

sec.  of  state — see  'GAen^' 

&c.  and  385 

Addresses,  inaugural,  &c.  pro- 
posed to  be  published  289 
Alrica— theCaffrees  at  war  with 
the  British  102;  slave  trade 
•n  the  coast  145;  the  colony 
at  Cape  Messurado  115,  386; 
remarks  254;  of  the  Nile  and 
the  Niger  229 
,fllabamu — a  lead  mine  discover- 
ed in  80;   Mobile  96;  hurri- 
cane at  Huntsville  197;  cot- 
ton  crop  240;  newspapers  in 
251;  counterfeiters  caught  304 
Albany,  g'en.  Van  Kensselaer's 

house  burnt  16 

Albion,  loss  of  the  ship  224;  the, 
a  British  newspaper  at  New- 
York  402 
Alum,  found                                361 
Animated  pathology  339 
Apollo,  French  ship,  case  of    o2U 
Apple  tree,  singulur  case  of  a  272 
Appointments  by  the  president 
oftheU.3.48,  176,  180,288; 
mihtary,    disagreement    be- 
tween the  president  and  se- 
nate                           65,  175,  406 
Apportionment  of  representa 

tives  (see  congress),  noticed  34 
Arkansas — Winter's  claim    92; 
interesting  notices  of 

196,  287,  304,  406 
Army*,  (see  congress) — expen- 
ditures 38;  appointments  of 
cols.  Towson  h.  Gadsdi.-n,  &c. 
65;  gens.  Gaines  and  Scott  69; 
abstract  of  the  return  of  the 
oflicers  and  men,  &c.  75;  of- 
cers  of.fiom  the  west  265;  ap- 
pointments and  promotions 
in  381:  proceedings  ot  the 
senate  on  certain  of  them  406; 
bead  quarters  and  military 
divisions  386 

Arnold,  the  late  general  250 

Arsenic,  sing-ular  death  by       384 
Atlas,  American,  by  Carey  and 

Lea  289, 385 

Aurilla,  the  brig — a  tale  of  ter- 
ror concerning  309 
^itsOra— circular  to  the  Euro- 
pean Ciuris  134 
B, 
Balance  of  trade,  remarks  17, 131 
Baltimore — Orplialine    society, 
16;  chamber  of  commerce  23; 
alms-house  32;  arch-bishop  of 
at  It'ime  181;  new  opera  pi*o- 
duced  at  221;  inspections  240, 
352;   great  lire  at  274;  meet- 
ing for  the  relief  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  274;  marriage 
licenses  taken  out  384;  voy- 
age of  the  Amanda  of  587 
Bank  of  the  U.  S.  (see  congress) 
— the    bnmcli    at  Cincinnati 
robbed  144;    prices  of  stock 
JGl,  177;  certain  proceedings 


noticed  265;  about  a  debtor 
to,  holding  stock  in  268;  di- 
vidend 289;  resignation  of 
Mr.Cheves  291 

Banks — correspondence  of  the 
treasury  with  certain,  (no- 
ticed) 34;  counterfeit  bills 
80,  96,  304;  in  the  district  of 
Columbia  272 

Bavharv  states — expedition  into 
Lybia  102;  the  Algerines  cap- 
ture a  Greek  vessel  119;  ci- 
vil war  in  Morocco  325; — 
plague  at  Algiers  381 

Barron,  com,  result  of  the  court 

of  inquiry  81 

Beggars  192 

Bennett,  the  flying  man        66,78 
Bermuda,  disputes'with  the  go 


vernor  of  73 

Blair,  an  extract  from  72 

"Blue  Book,"  the  115 

Boats,  a  new  plan  to  propel     379 
Bollman,  Dr.  225 

Bonnets,  manufacture  of  245 

Bonplandt,  the  naturalist  224 

Boston — to  become  a  city  64, 
112;  election  of  mayor  128, 
240;  duties  received  at  112; 
taxable  property  239;  schools 
251;  ancient  artillery  compa- 
ny 250;  failures  at  287,  353i 
import  and  export  of  specie  424 
Boundaries  of  the  U.  S.  114, 
195;  official  report.  Sec.  311; 
House's  point  352 

Brace  bridge  HalI,noticed  225,  243 
Brazil — revolutionary  proceed- 
ings 35,  309,  359,  381, 405;  of 
the  prince  royal  269;  organi- 
zation of  a  new  government  381 
Brevet  rank — Gainc-s  &  Scott     69 
Erilhh  affairs.— Mnom  institution  32S; 
agrifuUural  distress   SO,  100.  102,  li7,   180, 
222,  268,  295— danger  ot   a  large   crop  322: 
arciitiishups  295;  Armagh,  tlie  archbishop  of 
279,  339;  army,  hallpay  officers  404;  auction 
ol'a  clturch  living  403. 

Bank  uf  England  35,  117,  180,404-iuttr 
est  reduced  3a.':  bank'  rs,  private  269;  Bar- 
ing, M.  324;  Berri  stords,  the  338;  boxing 
100— between /j-mo/e.y  22  :  B-t-I-zi,  miss  4i;4 
Canning,  Mr.  145,279,  324;  corn  bill  404, 
424;  colonial  trade  .58;  coifee,  siiostitutesfor 
387;  copiii  r,  p_rice  ol  404;  criaiiiials  100;  co- 
ronation expenses  100;  Clarence,  the  duch.  ss 
of  269;  catholic  peers  180,  246,  279.  379; 
coinage  180,277;  Couts,  Mrs.  180,222;  Coke, 
Mr.  180;  China,  trade  with  222;  cotton  269; 
Carlisle's  shopniau  324;  current  coin  lOO; 
church  in  Ireland  338,  380,  402— living  at 
auction  403;  Catalini  Madam,  100; 

Dnkes  IbO— two  of  them  fight  269:  debts, 
amount  of  &C.  323— a  new  way  to  pay 
them  276:  drawingroom  387, 

East  India  company,  its  capital,  p«wer, 
&c.  117;  executions  50,  228;  exports  and 
imports  323;  expenditures  71,  101. 

Fortune-<eiling  181;  lunds,  the,  a  descrip- 
tion of  226;  foreign  ministers  290. 

Grain,  meal  and  Hour  222,  268— the  bill 
■egnlaiing  tlK-  import  of  424. 

Hunt,  Mr.  324;  Hertford,  the  marquis  of 
379;  hemp  and  Uax  65;  horses,  a  sale  of  100; 
Hudson  hay  company  145. 

Imports  uiid  exports  323;  iron  steam  boat 
30  J;  Ireland- chronicles  of  247; disturbances 
35,60,65,81;  arrests  387;  many  lives  lost 
Si;  prodaniations  of  "Hock"  100,  117;  han- 
kers 65;  habeas  corpus  act  $us|>ended  102; 
insurrection  dill  102;  executions  117,  134. 
145,22/;  populatiou  and  t-xtent,  S(C.  196; 
distressed  for  tiiod,  varkios  statenienti.  See. 
2  2,  228,  244,  269,  279,  295,  3ii4,  358,  379, 
3S7,  389,  404;  propos*;d  ctnj^tion  of  the 
,  people  2?0. 


Jewelry,  missing  100;  the  Jews  in  Loixdon 
181. 

King,  the  180;  his  visit  to  Ireland  222;  no-' 
tice  of  him  294;  groaned  at  341:  K«an,  the 
player  101,  145. 

London,  bill  of  mortality  SO;  dapravif)' 
404;  Lusbingtoii,  Dr.  340;  lord,  ona  in  Mas- 
sachusetts 194;  another  in  Vermont  404;  la- 
boring classes  distressed  180;  Liverpool  404. 
Manchester,  ol  the  massacrs  at  222;  mei:- 
chants  and  ship  owners  228. 

Navigation  bill  320, 341,  379;  navy  and  na'' 
val  btfair?— amount  of  the  navy  404:  news- 
papers 100,  228. 
Oliver,  the  spy  246. 

Parliament,  the  "blessed"  one  5;  king's 
speech  to  81;  on  the  state  of  Ireland  100^ 
new  peers  ISO;  diplomatic  affairs  279;  affairs 
of  the  Greeks  mentioned  388;  claims  of  Rus- 
sia to  the  N.  W.  coast  of  America  404;  peer- 
age, increase  of  387;  Pole,  Wallesley— high 
life!  402;  pauper^  case  of  one  81;  poor  rates 
100  380;  population  returns,  196;  post  mas- 
ters general  269. 
Queen,  the  late  180. 

Uein  deer  imported  65;  revenue  50,  71, 
101,  403;  TCjM  family,  quarr'-h  in  358;  re- 
trenchment, spoken  of  180;  reform  and  re- 
volution 340;  rum  on  hand  35. 

Seamen  il7;  sinkiig  fund  276:  stMm  en- 
gines, the  power  of  276;  sp»cie  35,  222,  224: 
ship  wrecks  "5;  stocks  5«.  65.  117,  145,  180, 
2/2.  2«9,  276,295,324;  Sunday  schools  50; 
silver  mines  222;  'Scotch  grays''  24r;  Swit- 
zerland, the  minister  to  290,  295;  Si-rres, 
Oiive,  a  princess  340;  silk  trade  341;  salt,  the 
tax  on  387. 

Taxes  on  tea,  salt,  leather,  &c.  71— certain 
repealed  246:  "Times."  the  228;  tonnage  22»J 
Tnam,  the  archbishop  of  338. 
Underwriters  100. 

Walking   bsckwards  f^'-:  wool,  340,  404; 
woollen  manufactures  and  export  of  29:j, 
3,^7;  weather  34, 81;  Wellington's  house  lOO, 
statue  2';8;  West  India  islands  117,2:iJ,295, 
I  379;  white  Ouys  22.-  ^ 

York,  the  uuke  of  340,  403. 
Buenos  Ayres — f.cati,  of  Carrera 
22;  aflairsat  22, 119, 182,223, 
229,  381;  French  squadron  in 
the  river  119,  182;  public  li- 
brary 182;  progress  of  thing^, 
tlie  old  foundations  of  the  in- 
quisition converted  into  those 
for  a  representative  chamber 
224;  army  in  Peru  246 

C. 
Cables,  chain  225 

Canada — revolutionary  spirit, 
&c.  2,  34;  sir  f.  Coffin's  opi- 
nion of  145;  dratt  f  militi;i 
183;  lover's  leap  197;  •Wiek-. 
ly  Uegisler'  publislu-d  m  225; 
arrivals  with  settlei  s  270;  the 
two  provinces  to  be  united 
279;  naval  estabUsiimei.t  re- 
duced 388;  commirce  </f  73 
Canals    general  notice  of  those 

going  on  or  contemplaed    275 
Candy:  name  of  the  king's  head 

drummer  197 

Cape-  of  Good  Hope  229 

Ca.st  iron  muskets  239 

Cavern,  stupendous  270 

Charcoal,  good  qualities  of      403 
Charleston — inventory    of    tiie 

cargo  of  a  vessel  arrived  at     96 
Cheese,  frauds  in  239 

C/ii/j— export  of  grain  prohibit- 
ed 224;  San  >laruii  and  Coch- 
rane 269;  Cobbetl's  remarks 
about  Cochrane  306;  navul 
captures  309;  Cliiloe  359;  the 
Macedonian  of  Boston  359 

China-  disputes  with  the  Bri- 
tish 223,  349;  edict  respect- 
ihg  349;  reraarks  on  the  <^- 
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INDEX. 


pute  oJ4;  edict  suspending 
the  trade  356;  adjustnunt  of 
the  aftuir  tu9,  3S8 

Civilization  of  tlie  Indians,  cir- 
cular n-specting  231 
Claiiris  against  Spain  33,  264; 
order  of  the  board  of  com- 
missoners  7o,  Iclvtr  from  the 
commissioners  to  the  sec.  of 
state  and  reply  120;  proceed- 
ings 308 
t;lark,  col.  Joseph                     oS'-A 
Clay,  Mr.                             289,  405 
Clerks  in  the  public  offices 
Coal,  Susquehannah 
Cobbett,  extract  from  his  writ-     I 
ipgs                                  306,  522 
ColK  ges  in  the  U.  States  246,  2?'6 
Colnmhia — the   departments  7; 
military    events    7,   i'O,    182; 
navy  405;  gen.  Devereux  7, 
50;  prizes  388;  Bolivar  7,  22, 
50,    102,  309,  388;    gazettes 
22,  65;  pay  of  officers  65;  Qui- 
to 102,  309,   341,   388,   405; 
Tanama  102;   Spanish  priva- 
teers on  the  coast  134,  181, 
509;    naval    278;    rejoicings 
182;     population,    196,    325; 
Vorlo  CaI.elh)  223,  278,  295, 
309.  341,  405;  Mr.  Zea  223, 
225,  309;  substance  of  his  note 
229;  tiie  same  at  length  247; 
success  of  it  341;  Coro  229, 
269,  296,  341,  405;  constitu- 
tion 230;  bonds  269;  decree 
respecl:ng  naturalization  247; 
Mr.  Torres  received  264;  no- 
ticed 273;  dies               320,  347 
Comnrifirce,  protection  of  20;  of 

the  U.  S.  49,  51,  74 

Commercial  statistics  119 

Congress — on  the  appointment 
of  membtrs  of  to  office  48,65; 
classification  of  177,  267;  com 
pensation  for  travelling  177; 
economy  of  time  and  the  call 
ing  of  yeas  and  nays  177;  in 
teresting  views  of  i 


Congresv.  Accounts  126;  srmnries  and  ar- 
senals 172,  173;  admirHlty  .jurisdiction  9fi; 
adjuiirnnii-nt  23,  3r,  63,  110;  advanci/s  111. 
12S;  Alalwrna  28,59,  78, 109;  amendments  to 
the  constitution  42,  46,  ISI,  159,  160;  appor- 
tionment bill  13, 16,  43;  appointments,  mili- 
tary, 14S;  appropriations,  balances  of  94— 
the  general  bill  ot  96,  lOO,  no,  nl  141,144: 
army. brevet  commissions  31 , 47— |r?f ter  from 
the  sicretary  of  war  on  tlie  expenditures  ot" 
38— t.?inpen>ation  to  officers  U— rules  and 
reifulatioiu  of  isr,— prnteedines  of  the  se- 


Departments,  and  of  tlie  oflicf-rs  ifl  J  27;; 
Desniiuetts.  &e.  59,78, 142; deposites. special 
59;  duties  on  goods  destroyed  124;  defaul- 
ters, respecting  96.  HO,  III,  128,  14);  Dau- 
pliine  island  12-',  153;  debates, ou  tlie  report 
of  143,  166;  D\»i(flit  Mr.  l.-i8. 

Education,  lauds  for  2S;  estimates  and  re- 
cei  [>f!  at  the  treasury  1 60. 

Fiscal  year  UO;  France,  commerce  with- 
156;  Fuller,  Mr  172;  tlax  and  licmp  dressing 
macbiiU'  46;  Florida,  relating  to  12,  13,28, 
30,    31,42,   46,   i7.    78,80,92.   124,132,155 

167,  172,  174— documents  called  for  16— Mr. 
Archer's  resolutions  31— d'Andnaga's  letter 
188:  foreign  ministers  109,  160— correspun- 
diiice  126:  fortifications  43,  125,  142,  169; 
Klovd,  Mr.  158. 

Garnett,  Mr.  95;  Ghent,  relative  to  the 
70  I  treaty  of  15,  170,  172,  173.  174,  197— sket.h 
g9j  I  ol  a  debate  about  certain  papers  270:  Georgia 
■^^'^  '  124:  Georgetown,  Col.  168. 

Hemp,  fureign,  96,  108, 112:  hour  of  meet- 
ing 124;  Hardin,  Mr.  126,  Hudson  river  127, 

Illinois  79;  Indian  affairs  12,  42,  43,  59— 
Jsnds  14, 9j— trading  houses, ike.  78,  92,169— 
census  of  prupesid  32. 
Jackson,  gen.  155;  Ji.bnson,  Mr.  F.  160.  174 

Laws— St  length,'  to  exchange  certain 
stocks  i40;  sunplenienlary  fur  the  relief  of 
purchasers  of  the  public  lands  141;  list  ol 
all  passed  183;  to  regulate  intercourse  with 
the  Indians  248;  to  abolish  the  trading  estab- 
lishments with  them  2-iO;  for  the  relief  of 
persons  engiiged  in  the  Seminole  war  250. 

I,0!iii»  of  powder,  >tc.  173:  Laniticrt,  Wil- 
linni  111;  library  ol  congress  169:  lead  mines 

168,  171;  land  offices  13,  94;  La  Pensee,the 
French  slave  ship  128,  160;  lands,  public  78, 
92.  Ill,  127,  i.t'Z\  loans,  resolvex  against  136; 
light  houses  172;  Lisbon,  minister  to  109; 
Lewis,  Edwin  31;  Louisianna  106:  land  offi- 
ces 13,  ?4. 

Maison  Roure,  the  marquis  of  92;  Miclii- 
gan  111;  Maryland   124;  mails,  transport  of 
30— to  prevent  robberies  of  60;   maritime 
jurist'iciion  43,  96;   Mix  contract  143,  167. 
168,  169,  i73.  251;  McDuffie,  Mr.  12,13;  Mc 
Keiisley,  Thomas  92;  medals  46;  military  aca- 
demy 29,  31,  40    128.  232— members,  on  the 
empjfiyment  of  94,  HJ:  military  appropria- 
tion hill— sketches  of  the  speeches  of  Messrs. 
S.  Sniith.e  aidvvin,  Williams  o(  N,  C.  Cannon, 
Randol|il>,  Si  rgt  ant,  a?id  others  thereon  and ! 
the  result  9— further  proceedings  12,  13,30,  | 
128,    143,  144,  168— of  tile   senate   on  cer-| 
tain  appointments  406- appointments,  Mr. 
Cocke's  resolutions  60— peace  establishment 
95,  124,  127,  128,  158:   Missouri  30,  92,  128, 
143;  messengers  110.174;  Mechanics  bank  of 
Alex.  167;  monuments  for  deceased  members 
42;  Montgomery  Mr.  157;  Mobile  Point  143, 
15:),-  Mitchell,  John,  a  cl  rk  169. 
Messages  of  the  prisident— on   acknow- 
i  ledgiiii^theindependenceof  certain  new  na- 
I  ttons  43,  documents  and  papers  accompany- 
}  ing  the  same  44,  7c;  on  the  fortifications  of 
Dauphine  island  and  Mobile  Point  87;  on  tfie 
military    command   in    Florida  121;  in  re- 
lation to  certain  transactions    in  the  same 
141;    transmitting   certain    papers  in  rela- 
tion to  the  recognition  of  tlie  Sooth  An)e- 
[ican  provinci  s  146,  172,  188;  commntiical- 
ing  the  correspondence  re'pecting  the  claims 
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youthful  volunteers  99;poit  office  (general) 
see  reports,  and  79. 160, 167;  public  buildings 
31,  79,100,111,123.  172;  press, project  about 
the  liberty  of  79;  publie  office  bourj  160, 
174; 

Randolph  Mr,  12, 13, 14  Read.  Philip  re- 
port and  proceedings  on  his  case  59,  60,  63; 
repristntative  chamber  31,  59,  64,  80;  revo- 
lutionary pensioners  13,  37,  79,142,  43,  155; 
Rich  Mr.  157;  Heid,  Mr.  159,  174;  road  from 
the  Ohio  to  the  Mississippi  16— CumherlaJid 
28,30,— (debate)  109,  110,  111,  134,  142,  144, 
155,  155,  158,  159,  160.  161,  167,  171,  173; 
Rodney,  Mr.  105;  raw  materials  usidin  ma- 
nufactures 127;  rules  of  the  house  .30— vari- 
ous proijosed  amendments  47,  167,  174:  Rus- 
sian claiir.s  149. 

Reports— on  vaccination  5;  on  piracy  in 
the  V/est  Indies  29;  of  the  committee  of 
ways  mn\  means  toalu  r  the  taiifTSS;  on  the 
military  academy  40;  of  the  f>ostmaster  ge- 
neral 41;  on  weights  and  measures,  by  Mr. 
L-  w-  des  55;  on  the  West  India  trade,  by  Mr, 
King  57;  on  reeogn'zing  the  late  Spanish 
pro>iiices  60;  on  tin  liempandtlax  dressing 
machine  77;  on  expenditures  on  the  public 
buildings  79:  of  the  military  committee  on 
the  fortification  of  Dannhin  iiland  90;  of  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs  93;  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  sinking  fund  97;  on  cer- 
tain land  office  exaniinations  102;  on  the 
manner  of  redueiug  the  army  122;  on  re- 
pealing the  law  about  a  vaccine  agent  125;  of 
the  committee  on  retrencliment.and  remarks 
126,  127,  128,  12'J,  135,  142;  of  tbe  military 
cfinmittee  on  fortiticatiuns  153;  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  162;  one  the  me- 
n'  y  transactions  of  the  department  of  state 
IfiO;  rispecting  rolled  and  hammered  bar 
iron  175;  on  public  expenditures  186;  on  the 
af?'aii8  of  the  general  post  uffic  189-.  of  the 
chief  engineer,res:)ecting  the  mililary^acade- 
my  332;  on  the  Rip  Uap  contract,  with  the 
documents  at  large  251,  279. 

Seamen  43.  99;  Seminole  war.  horses  lo«t 
in,  9S,  126,  127,  155,  156;  seill  inent  of  ac- 
counts 64;  special  deposites  155  157,170.  ;74f 
185;  Stevenson.  Mr.  156;  Southern  repiib 
lies,  proceedings  about  theaeknowledgnien* 
of  43,  45,  46. 60.  80,  93, 111,124.  15A;  speak- 
er, of  his  vote,  64— thanks  to  175;  Shannon, 
G.  64,78;  sinking  fund  97;  spirits,  about  the 
import  of  28,  1J2;  slaves  80,  95,  165,  168; 
steam  ships  69;  slave  trade  124;  state  rights 
14  5.  156;  stocks,  cm  the  exchange  of  certain 
47,  61.  78,  80,H1,  94.  95,124;  S<juth  Carolina 
169;  Smyth.  Mr,  158;  ,Scott,  gen.  159;  Sa- 
vannah 167;  Symmes,J.  C.  33. 

Tariff.  127;  Thomas.  Mr.  statement  of  his 
case  21,  102;  Tracy,  Mr,  110;  treasury  notes 
143. 

Unavailable  funds,  letter  from  the  sec.  of 
the  treasury  respecting  185. 

Vaccination  13,86.125,143.156;  Vinren- 
nes.the  Lank  of  170;  Villars  and  Guill:  n)anrf, 
(sketch  of  the  debate)  13. 14,  30;  Villier,  de  59. 

West  India  trade  12, 16,57,  59,  156;  Wiiiter 
G.  and  W.92;  woollens  for  the  use  of  the  ar- 
my 12,  100;  Wright.  Mr.  170, 

Yaxoo  compromise,  mentioned  78. 

YeHS  and  nays,  in  the  senate— on  the  Flo- 
rida bill  28;  on  a  proposed  am^ndm.-nt  of  the 


abeut  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Russell  170, 
174,  197;  placing  his   veto  on  the  bill  rela 


rate  on  .■e.t.a.n  appointments  406:  attorney  ,  ^j^.^  ^^  ^^^  Cumberland  road  171;  additional 
general  32,1  n,  124.  ..„_' message  362.  391;  concerning  the  lead  mines 

Balances  the  lists  of  141;  bills,  rapid  pas-,  ^>  ,„   ;„  relation  to  certain  mili- 

sage  of  lo.;  Bayley,  Mr.  Ins  speech   133;*  .g 

Baldwin.  Mr,  30, 105,U2. 1  5, 126;  naltimore, ,  "O  appointments  ■Joo. 

vessels  sunk  at  112,  125;  bankrupt  bill  31,  32;  I  National  armory  50.  123,  142,  159,  ]7t; 
rejected  33,43,  46:  yeas  and  nays  and  distri-  i  navigation,  the  act  concerning  12, 15,  57,  59, 
button  of  the  votes  4S:  bank  of  the  V.  S.  [  155.  156;  navy,  about  the  increase  of  23,  30— 
32,  43,  57— proposed  sale  of  the  stock  94;  enquiries  42,93,  106— affairs  29.  31,  43— the 
Hi awniarchais'  claim  95,  96;  Brahan,  John  I  establishment  94— the  bill  at  length  106— ap- 


128.  170;  Blair,  Mi:  159;  Rennet,  James,  his 
memorial  79,  So— counter  petition  95:  t)aun- 
ty  to  soldiers  9?,  109.  155. 

CanaU  31,  59.  79;  capitol.  expenditures 
on  the  100;  Castine  171;  clerks,  allowances 
to  96— number  of  110:  Colden,  Mr.  94;  com- 
roittee  proposec!  to  sit  during  the  recess  96, 
158;conipensalion  of  tha  members  144,  158. 
159,  160,  169;  Columbia,  the  district  of  46, 
109,  172;  controversies  between  states  i23, 


propriations  144:  New  Orleans,  the  mails  to 
and  from  12;  New  York  168;  Niagara  fron- 
tier 112.  125. 

0:df)eld,  J.J.  C.  108;  O'Brien,  R.  159; 
Ohio  river  123. 

Pacific  ocean,  claims  on  the  territory  on 
128;  Pennsylvania  143,  156.  160,  169;  Pea 
Patch,  the  94;  Piatt,  John  H.  158;  private 
bills,  many  passed  171,173;  pensio"  law,  let- 
ters and  opinions  respecting  37;Purd>,Ro- 


J24;  copper  mines  on  lake  Superior  167:  CUS-j  bert  171;  persons  held  to  service  80, 95;  Pi'ik 
t^,  Offlcas  of  96, 160,16",  X7^ 


Iueri  1/ I,  uersuus  neiu  lu  sei  vice  ou,  :#3,  1  i'ti\-  -  .         .^^^ 

jfey,  Mj.  d'ffs,  fcc  ^,  i4,  if;  fiawsVurg' Contracts,  remarks  updn 


to  the  Soutli  American  provinces  155;  about 
the  Cumberland  road  167;  on  certain  promo- 
tions and  appointments  in  the  army  175; 
about  ceitain  military  appointments  406,&c. 
Yeas  and  nays,  in  the  h  >iise  ol  represen- 
tatives—On the  bankrupt  bill  4r';on  the  re- 
volutionary pension  law  79;  on  the  hill  for 
the  exchange  of  certain  ■stocks  95;  about  the 
Cumberland  road  111,  157,  159,  173;  on- 
taking  up  Mr.  Baldwin  s  resolutions  126: 
remarks  on  the  frequent  calling  of  them  17". 

Connecticut the    <American 

Mercury'  69;  steam -boat  con- 
troversy with  New  York  226; 
on  districting'  the  state  245; 
law  about  limitted  partner- 
ships 304;  expenditures  306; 
'     g-overnor's  messag^e,  an  able 

313 
241 


essay 


INDEX. 
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Constimuonai  questions:  judge 
Tucker's  decision  72,  132; 
act  of  Vugrnia  in  1807  133 

Cooper,  Mr.  the  tragedian       239 
Cornplant'er's  speech  3b3 

Corn,  price  of  128 

Cotton,   in   Illinois  2,  69,   386; 
remarks  on  the  cultivation  of 
67,  134;  338 

manufactures  67;  i»ee 

"manufactures." 
Courtesy,  national  2 

Cradle  for  svheat  266 

Crawford,  the  late  Dr.  327 

Cuba — arrivals  at  Havana  and 
commerce  oi  71,  296;  proceed- 
ings to  check  piracy  83,  226; 
see ''Pirates:"  riot  at  Havana 
223;  state  of  ihe  island  223; 
maniff  sto  of  the  governor226; 
eartiiquake  269;  disturbed 
296,  309,  3S8;  death  of  the 
capt.  general  ^  388 

Cun^berland  road,  see  canpress, 
and  133, 179 

D. 
Debates  in  congress,  their  pub- 
lication at  large  115 
Debts  of  nations  S3 
Defaulter                                     13U 
/JeUiware — paupers  of  New  Cas- 
tle county  67;  compliment  to 
Lewistowu                               339 
Z>;nmavfc— reported  treaty  with 
England  145;  storms  on  the 
coast  222;  a  prince  of  in  Eng- 
land                                          294 
Direct  ta.xation                             24 
Distances  diminished                 238 
Dollars  exchanged  for  gold  22; 

premium  on  34 

Dropsy,  wonderful  case  of        96 
Drought,  extensive  4ij6 

DueUuig,  noticed  274;  again  and 
toasts  about  it  322;  the  saying 
of  a  man  who  had  too  much 
courage  to  Hght  384:  calcula- 
tions respecting  402 
E. 
Ea^t  Indies:  cholera  murbus  in  296 
Editorial remarks  on  com- 
mencing the  volume  1;  on  the 
military  api)ro()nation  bill  2; 
on  ttie  li.dance  of  trade  17, 
130;  on  taxation  ks  it  is  18; 
about  men's  brains,  and  a  re- 
formation of  abuses  19,  view 
of  the  state  of  tilings  in  con- 
gress 20;  on  ttie  acknow- 
iedginent  of  the  new  south- 
ern republics  33;  the  appoint- 
ment of  members  of  congress 
to  ofhce  65;  domestic  manu- 
tactures  82;  product  of  labor 
and  value  of  human  life  83; 
on  the  fiettleujent  of  accounts 
97;  on  the  sulking  ilind  97; 
on  retrenchment  129;  the  In- 
dian trade  and  stale  of  the  In- 
diins  129;  oifice  of  a  judge 
130;  treasury  aiikirs  193;  on 
foreign  missions  273;  natior  al 
policy  292:  praying  and  do- 
ing 338;  oa  the  prospective 


population  of  the  U.  S.  341; 
defensive  353. 
Egypt — description  of  publish- 
ed 114;  Nile  and  Niger  sup- 
posed the  sunie  321 
Elections  —  soliciting  votes  at     69 
Electric  Ksh  taken  405 
Emigration  toAmerica  115, 225; 
remarks  on  290,  354;  domes- 
tic 320  i 
"Enquirer,"    (Richmond),    ex- 
tract from  83 
Episcopal  church  in  the  United 

States,  clergy  of  24 

Europe,  intercourse  with  112 
Evans,  Oliver,  mentioned  179 
Exchange  of  papers  305 

Exports  of  the  U.  S.     49,  74,  119 

I  F. 

Fayette,  gen.  la  193,  274,  322 
Fecundity,  remarkable  192,  384 
Fuiances  of  the  U.  S.  5 

Fire — at  Washington,  Pa.  47;  in 
Westmoreland  48;  Bowdoia 
college  48;  at  Bslumore,  Nor- 
folk anrl  New  York  192;  in 
the  woods  221 

Fish,  a  strange  one  272,  287 

Fla.x  and   hemp    dressing   ma- 
chine 77;  cultivation  and  ma 
nufucture  of  them  115 

Florida —Ini'i^n^  in  2;  river  St. 
Johns  22;  preservation  of  tim- 
ber 240;  military  command  in 
121;  cultivation  of  sugar  in 
22,  32;  Appahic'nicola  224; 
Mr.  Brackenridge  406;  no- 
tices of  the  country  32,  48; 
gov.  appointed  132;  gospel 
ministers  406;  claims  under 
the  treaty  of — see  ••claims:" 
survey  of  the  coast  194;  do- 
cuments relating  to  132;  Key 
west,  or  Tiiouipson's  isl.md  176 
Flour — price  of  for  many  years 

120;  scarce  221,  224 

Floyd,  Mr.  and  gen.  Scott  175 

Flying — see  'Bennet'  &,  congress. 
Forbes,  Mr.  his  letter  76 

Foreign  missions  273 

Fortificiitions,  report  thereon  71 
France.  Uegulation  of  the  press  ■J2,  101, 
118;  stocks  113,  14i;  cliaiiiber  ot  deputies 
35— vicleut  proce'dinB;s  101,  181,  2'J9,  353; 
sketch  of  a  debate  277;  duchess  of  Bourbon 
35;  state  ol  the  iigvy  6S;  Chateau'jriaiiJ  35; 
Brest  50, Si;  number,  &c-  of  the  priests  SO; 
dUturbaiicts  113,  1-34,  222.  22R.  324,404;  po- 
piil.itiun  65;  slave  ship  La  Pensee  80;  the 
tri-eulored  Hag  displayed  31, 134,  228;  oftbe 
siihjugation  ot  Hayti  101;  liank  ut  France 
101;  cheapntss  of  living  in  li6;  gen.  Brn- 
ton  134.  181,  2i2,  380;  relatio.i  with  the  U. 
States  145,  18  ;  destmction  o!  tHe  olive  145; 
English  in  France  180,  228.  259;  price  of 
bread  i8i;  reguiatiou  of  lectures  131;  slave 
trad-r  punished  Itil;  Toulnus -222,  quarrels 
of  the  fish.rciieii  222;  the  vineynrds  222; 
elections  324;  Lucien  Bonapait  2.2;  troops 
ou  the  Spanish  frontier  2  2.  228,  380, 
387,  380;  patriotic  song!  22i;  villagfS  de- 
stroyed by  fire  223,-77;  the  "secret  bureau" 
246;  keys  of  the  Baslilc  27a;  treaty  wicli  the 
U.  States  282;  slave  ship  captured  by  the 
British  295;  Ly  iis  2^4.  324;  albe  Sicard. 
tUes  295;  stuteo;  Ih'  tinaiic,  s  3i.i,  32j;  Lal- 
Icmai^d  324;  king's  sptetli  324;  >!.  de  Neu- 
ville  339;  dukedi  Richelieu  341;  educationi 
3.'^8;  p^Wic  libi-aie  s  337;  severity  of  the  po- 
lice 3'<7;  Mr.  Lai'i-.on  tile  r.  ?irictivesysteni 
40  i;  col.  Caron  404;  duel  bet^Ltn  b.  Con- 
(tsnt  and  M- Fotbia  358;  criahDe!cod«38'': 


Franklin,  Dr.  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Whaley  lib;  his  fable  of  the 
eagle  and  the  cat  243 

"Franklin  Gazette"  193 

Freemasons  proscribed  35 

Freshets,  general  16 

Fullef's  earth  discovered  353,  386 

G 
Geof^'a— -banks  of,  capital,  Sec. 
271;     law    about    inveiglhig 
eiaves  33 

Germanu,  generally attempt 

to  poison  the  prince  royal  of 
Hesse  118;  Baden,  the  new 
tariff  in  295;    wiiale  fishery 
from  Hamburg,  &c.  404;  emi- 
grants at  Philadelphia   405,  424 
Ghent,   the   treaty  of  noticed 
114,  see  congress:  Mr.  Rus- 
sel's  letters  198  8c  205;   Mr. 
Adams'  remarks  thereon  209; 
editorial  remarks  on  ihe  cor- 
respondence 220;    Mr.   Uiis- 
sel's  reply  to  Mr.  Adams  296; 
Mr.    Adams'   rejoinder    317; 
decision  of  the    emperor  of 
Russia,  on  an  article  submit- 
ted to  him  323,  337 
Ghosts,  effects  of  belief  i:i  71 
Gold,  demand  for  and  price  of  22 
Greeks — see  Tuikeii. 
Green,  ^qw.  Johnson's  life  of 

130,  227 
Ground,  cases  of  the  sinking  of 

352,  384 
H. 
Hail,  a  great  storm  of.  272 

Hall,  .John,  mentioned  194 

Hartford  convention,  noticed  227 
Hay'.i — events  in  the  east  part 
of  the  island  7,  65,  119,  182; 
imports,&c;.  of  Port  au  Prince 
7;    celebration    of    indepen- 
tlence,   eulogium   on  Petion 
26;  Samuna  65, 119, 182,  296; 
importance  of  its  trade  to  the 
U.  States  49;  Pational  guard 
223;  ci-devaiit  queen  of  .:;28; 
certain    ports    opened    269; 
slaves  seeking  refug-.^  in  359; 
letter  of  president  Boyer  to 
Mr.  Dodge,  of  Mass.    "        391 
Health,  general  notice  of         373 
Hemp,  17;  machine  for  dress- 
ing it  '     77,  195 
Hereditary  rank,  remarks  o.i  244» 
Honesty  recommended       72,  337 
Uopptr-boy,  the  131,  197 
Horses,  lemark.ible  238 
lliint,Mr.  his  letters  to  Mr.  Rus- 
sell                                 340,  57S 
I. 
Illiad,  the—to  be  published      197 
Iliinois — abundance  of  salt  ivater 
in  112;  cotton  raised  in  245, 
3ii6:  extract  from  tlie  "Intel- 
ligencer" 321 
lu-portsofthe  U  S.      51,74,119 
Indiana  —the  new   capiial   48; 
price  of  salt  in  250;  the  state 
vs.  the  bank                           362 
I             tra.ie,   &c.   129;  <  (fici  d 
node,  i  bout  ihe  factory  S'  3 
tem,                                    '  ^b* 
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INDEX. 


Irldi^M)"?— the  CiuctiiWs  If);  tlie 
(^hero've.<-s  of  the  Arkansas 
80,  382;  Corn  planter's  s|)eecli 
080;  lied  Jacket  406;  treuty 
witli  at  Chicago  99;  civihzed 
19j;  civilizatiun  231;  number 
in  the  U.  S.  24(5;  at  war  on  the 
Upper  Mississippi  261;  the 
Big  vV'arrior  361;  armistice 
between  the  Cherokees  and 
Osages  382 

Inlanti  communications  130 

Internal  improvement — presi- 
dent's views  of  the  su!)ject  362 
Jonian  islands — martial  law  at 
134;  insurrection  reported 
145;  oppression  ofthe  people 
229;  neucialiit/  of  the  British 

295,  325 
Jron,  cf  the  duty  on  roiled  114 
Jrvjnj,  K,  113 

Washingtoo  135,193 

Isinglass  406 

J. 
Jackson,  gen.  honorable  notice 
of  him  322;  presentation  of  a 
sword    to  hun — proceedings 
257;  nominated  for  the  presi- 
dency 402 
Jamaica — address  of  the  legis- 
lature to  the  king  56 
Jeli'erson,   Thos. — the  Carter's 
mountiiin  stoiy,   and  notices 
of  Ids  conduct  during  the  re. 
volution                                    227 
Judges  and  judici;iry         130,  266 

K. 

Koitvcky — bank  notes  16,  97\ 

vagrant  laws  239;  circulating 

medium  and  relief  laws  116; 

Virginia  commissioner  in  240; 

university  240;  judge  Clark 

266;   imprisonment  for  del)t 

abolished  272;   argument  on 

the  case  291;   gov.  Shelby's 

loiist  about  the  relief  laws     386 

L. 

Labor,  on  the  product  of  83 

Laboring  machines  277,  290,  403 

Lacoste,  pardoned  80,  114 

Lakes,  trade  on  the  238 

Land  debtors— treasury  notice 

to  '  oo2 

Law  cases — the  Marianna  Flora 
— the  risrht  to  cancel  an  ac- 
ccplance — of  a  boat  under- 
way running  afoul  of  another 
at  anchor — of  a  shipment  of 
aquafortis  114;  certain  law- 
vers  committed  at  Phiiadela. 
179;  the  replevin  law  of  Mis- 
souri 226;  fe?-o/ evidence  238; 
about  bonds  for  duties  245; 
concerning  man  and  wife  267; 
I'especting  some  stock  in  the 
bank  of  the  U.  S.  268;  for 
want  of  care  of  property  in- 
trusted 306 — see  cjiigress. 
Lawyers — "Ijlessed''  absence  of  5 
Lead,  a  mine  of  in  Alabama  80; 
mines  of  on  the  Mississippi 
226, 361;  leases  of  the  mines  357 
Legishation,  the  rights  &.  pow 


Legislatures — cost  and  business 

of  130 

Lewistown,  Del.  339 

Life,  human,  value  of  83 


Living,  cheap 


406 


ers  of 


Longevity,  cases  of  32.  48,  112, 

192,  238,  272,  320,  362,  405 
Longitude  of  the  capUol  24 

Loiiisimia — seat  of  government 
16;  elections  405;  Maison 
Rouge's  claim  47;  the  bishi'p 
of  in  Europe  145;  arrival  and 
export  of  cotton  at  N.  Orleans 
224;  tonnage  entering,  Sec. 
251;  parties  in  New  Orleans 
386;  cotton  crop  352 

Lover's  leap,  in  Canada  197 

Lyon,  col.  M.  287 

M. 
Macauley,  Molly,  a.  saldier  of  the 

revolution  47 

Macdonough,  com.  32 

Macomb,  gen.  25 

Ml  Crea,  Miss,  removal  of  her  re- 
mains, Jic.  194 
McKenney,  Thomas                   337 
Mclvinstry,  col   John         276,386 
Machinery,  power  of— see  labor- 
ing' machines. 
Mails,  expedition  of  81;  robbe- 
ries J 12,  387;  made  up  at  N. 
York   and   Washington    131; 
Maine — seat  of  government  16; 
Bowdoin    college    burnt   48; 
Bangor  bank                           304 
Maison  Rouge,  the  marquis  of, 

his  claim  47 

Manufiictu'.es,  domestic — %  fj. 
reigner's  views  of  66;  pro- 
gress of  various  67,  68,  82, 
192;  resolves  at  Washington, 
Pa.  195;  looms  at  Philadel 
phia  Si  Baltimore  225;  works 
in  Oneida  co.  New  York  225; 
Waltham  factory  225;  in  the 
state  of  N.  York  226;  of  bon 
nets  245,  361;  of  silk  250;  of 
cotton  250;  household  266; 
negro  cloth  266;  of  buttons 
272;  of  shot  305;  of  cutlery 
321;  effects  of  353;  of  cassi- 
nieres  384;  of  canvas  384;  of 
isin-glass  406 

Maple  sugar  354 

Marianna  Flora,  the  ship  114 

Marriages,  singular  64;  breach- 
es ot  promise  197 
Maryland — direct  tax  apportion 
ed  23;  university  112;  judge 
Chase  130;  representation  in 
23;  longevity  in  362 
Masonic  anecdot.^                       276 

Massachusetts elections  112; 

col.  Dudley  found  out  to  be  a 
lord  194;  state  prison  240;  of 
the  Franklin  bank  245;  U.  S. 
senator  elected  250;  great 
hunt  in  Berkshire  272;  the 
banks  in  the  state  291;  Mar. 
blehead  401 

.Mermaid,  brought  from  Japan  384 
Mexico.    Gen.  Loncj  7— Itilled  230;  |>ro- 
ceeJiiiffs  27;  O'Donqjii's  lett>  r  7;  manifesto 
i>f  llie  junta  27;  new  congress  22,  102,  162, 
294l  177,  311 ;  Vtta  Crijj  65, 102,  i8i,  270, 279; ) 


truatimala  bS.  221;  foieign  miolstert  2f0/ 
Itiirbide  103,  \t>2;  presents  liimseIC  to  the 
congress  177;  .^mperor  270,278,-296;  oath  of 
tliPtmperor  308;  expuptsof  spt  tie  J  32,341, 
381;  'I'exas  182;  coat  ot  arms  192;  ruins  of 
an  ancient  city  224;  value  of  the  proilucts 
of  216;  various  papers  shewing  the  state  of 
thiiijjs  278;  bishop  Mier  279;  colonel  Cortes 
279;  standing  army  341;  proclainatiun  of  the 
emperor  359;  iiK|uisition!  388;  recruiting ia 
the  U.  States,  hinted  at  3S8. 

.Military  aca^jtmy — see  congress: 
gen.  .Vlacomb's  address  to  the 
catlv-ts,  Sec.  25;  his  report  re- 
specting 232;  annual  exami- 
nation at  291 
Militia,  returns  of  71 
Michigan  -snme  notices  of  265; 

emigration  to  274 

Minisiiik,  interment  of  the  boncs 
of  those  who  fell  in  the  bat 
tie  384 

Mississippi,    (river)   navigation 

of  and  posts  on  195 

Missowi — ^.judge  Tucker's  opi- 
nion 7'^;  JudgeTodd's226;  ex- 
pedition to  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains 227;  shot'Tianufactui .  s305 
Vlon.iy  current  17:  versus  sub- 
sistence 116;  cheap  116;  dear 
161-  6  per  cent,  sto  k  244; 
prospects  244;fo(.ndin  S.C.406 
Mone  Video — .flairs  at  119 

Moody,    Mosts.    his  charitable 

bequests  352 

Morse,  the  rev.  J.  64,113 

Mother,  the  character  oi'a       357 
Mount  Vernon  320 

Murray,  Mr.  dies  336 

Muskratting '  272 

N. 
Names — nffs  and  ons  226 
Nantucket,  certain  names  in    240 
JYaftles — submission  of  to  Aus- 
tria  22;  proceedings  against 
conspirators  102.  222;  priests 
shot  118;  report  that  the  king 
was     recruiting    soldiers    in 
Ireland  228;  Austrian  troops 
229;  quarrel  with  them  at  Pa- 
lermo 387 
Navigation,  rapid                       387 
National  debts  83 
Intelligencer,  good  hu- 
mored hit  of  the  editors         227 

Navij  and  naval  affairs. 
Constellation  2.  224,  3fil;  Maceilonian  2, 


128,  224,  304,  320.  351,  383,385,401;  Hornet 
16,  80,  192,  289,  tt\.  3,51,  40.^-  Alligator  IP, 
32,  80,221.224,336;  Grampus  16,  221,  224, 
320,  336,351,  35^;  Porpoise  32;  Kevengc32; 
Franklin  3 ',,47,  238,272,320,  .361;  Shark  32, 
176,  :'40,  3.!0,  336,  361,  A:i;  Enterprise,  32, 
S3,  192,  336;  Dolphin  47.  361;  Potomac  64, 
80;  North  Carolina  96.  224.  361;  Snsquehan- 
iiah  (on  the  stocks)  2:>4;  John  Ailams  224, 
361,405;  Peacock  2;4;  Boll  Di.g  238;  Cy- 
ane  224,  361,  38.3;  captnin  Shaw  to  he  tri- 
ed, &e.  47,  192,  240;  captain  Cassin, 
(lies  96;  proposed  reduction  of  the  offi- 
cers and  r<inirks  98;  stores  of  cannon.  &c. 
90;  com.  Roilgrrs'  ixperiraent  177;  riot  in 
the  navy  yard  at  Charleston  224;  corapara- 
tiveforcp  of  the  navy  in  1801  and  182^,227; 
captain  Hull  145,  338,  383,  386;  on  the  •co-- 
verinti:  of  ships  on  the  stocks  290;  order  to 
midshipmen  304;  navy  yards  321;  mirtship- 
nian  Cremer  338;  capt.  Spt-nce's  coniplimentr 
to  LcWistown  3.?9;  fJritish  jealousy  of  352; 
of  the  tackle  of  a  man  of  war  362;  dispute* 
among  the  officers  37S;  adveitiiement  of  a 
judgi'  advocate  336;  Dr.  Kissam  401;  resig- 
nations and  deaths  401. 

Negroes,  outrages  Of        238j  239 


INDEX. 
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yetherlands—espendiiiiYes  22; 
new  tariff' 118;  rates  of  pilot- 
age 2-15 
JVtTU  Hampshire— gov.  Bell  re- 
elected 96;  chosen  U.  S. sena- 
tor 272;  governor's  message 
283;  report  of  a  commit^  ee  on 
the  powers  of  co.igi'ess  290; 
militia  306,  salaries  320 
New  HoUano — the  colony  at    229 
JVeiv  Jersey— the  Delaware  and 

Raritan  canal  "379 

New  York,  (city) — agent  in  1; 
humane  and  criminal  institu 
tions  32;  mails  made  up  at 
131;  receipts  at  the  theatre 
194;  duties  collected  at  the 
custom  house  in  197;  robbers 
of  the  Phoenix  bank  238;  pac- 
kets 238, 353;  commerce  238, 
401;  on  watering  »!ie  city  240; 
the  directory  251;  finances 
266;  a  strange  fish  exhibited 
at  272,  237;  sale  of  raspiier 
ries  320;  the  fever  in  378, 
385,  401,  424;  packet  ship 
Liverpool  424 

New  York,  (state):  Steuben  co. 
population,   &c.   2;    Holland 
Land  co.  128;  notice  of  the 
canals,  various  23,  68,   197, 
239,  244,  275,  352,  384;  com- 
mon schools  34;  penitentiary 
66,  96;    militia  240;    Seneca 
lake  68,  128;  stupendous  ca- 
vern  270;    freeholders,    im. 
proved  lands,  stock,  mills, &.c. 
72;  dissolution  of  the  marri- 
age contract  proposed  in  cer- 
tain   cases  96;    state  arsenal 
192;  topographical  and  statis- 
cal  manual  of  226;  Brooklyn 
238;   bounty  on  wolves  239; 
the  new  constitution  263,  305; 
an  Indian  mound  opened  379; 
black  salts  sold  in  Chenango 
379;  salt  works  384;  a  piece 
of  ground  sinks,  &c  384;  Buf- 
falo 385,  403 
Newspapers,  exchange  of        305 
Norfolk,  trial  of  a  negro  at      320 
North    and    South   America, — 

boundary  of  305 

Korth  West,  the  exploration  of 
250,  265;  Drummond's  island 
274;  Russian  claims  on  the 
coast  349 

O. 
O'Connor's  Irish  chronicles     247 
Officers,feverish  sensibility  of  353 
OfTs  and  ons  226 

0/«jo— case  of  Geo.  P.  Torrence 
69;  commerce  of  the  river 
238;  gypsum  discovered  239; 
prices  current  239;  destruc- 
tion of  squirrels  239;  special 
meeting  of  the  legislature 
240;  progress  of  306;  general 
Putnam  306;  the  sinking  of 
ground  in  352;  the  projected 
.canal  379 

Oil,  purification  of  403 

Old  fashioned  frieni  337 

Old  Provide  nee  ?09 


Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  34  j 
Otis,  James,  I'.is  life  to  be  pub- 
lished 130;  H.  G.  a  sayiiig  of 
his  227;  resigns  his  seat  in  the 
senate  238 

Owen,  Mr.  of  Lanark,  85 

P. 
Panther,  large  one  found  dead  304 
Paper,   narked  as  Bnti.sU   50; 

the  system  245 

Partridge,  capt.  289 

Pathology,  animated  337 

Patronage  3 

Pauperism  67,  265 

Penitentiary  system  66 


Pennnylvcinia report  to  the 

house  of  reprtsentaiives  on 
weights  and  measures  107; 
horrid  affair  near  Lancaster 
112;  canal  subscriptions.  Sec. 
112;  Lehigh  and  Scluiyllcill 
Canall79;  resolve  at  VVashmg- 
ington  195;  miliiia  fines  197; 
cattle  from  the  West  197;  Al- 
leghany college  250 
Pension  certificates,  unpaid  49 
Persza— cholera  morbus  in  118; 

the  sella  dies  146 

Pent- lord  Cochrane  in  Lima, 
various  events  7,  22,  224;  San 
Martin  229;  royuli.sts  in  35, 
i  224,  229,  278,  359;  price  of 
!  flour  in  134;  paper  money 
278;  Spanish  frigates  surren 
der  359 

'  Petrifaction,  remarkable  362 

I  Philadelphia— "religious  war" 
in  97,  114,179,  274;  coal  re- 
ceived at  112;  Sunday  schools 
227;  militia  muster  239;  bills 
of  mortality  251;  account  of 
the  water  works  360 

Philippine  islands,  commercial 

distress  in  118 

Pinkney,  Wm.  dies— proceed- 
ings 1;  see  congress  and         15 
•'Pioneers   of  the    Susquehan- 

nah"  225 

Pirates  of  Cuba — the  Macedo- 
nian  fitted  out  2;  incidents  34, 
49,  83,  114,  221,  264,  289, 
320,  o56,  359;  exploits  of  the 
Enterprize  83;  persons  con- 
demned respited  112;  hung 
at  St.  Barts.  162;  of  the  Alii- 
gator  221;  sent  into  Norfolk 
239;  remarks  on  264,  289  ; 
case  of  the  Aurilla309;  of  the 
establishments  of  356 

Plattsburg, young  volunteers  of  99 
Po/aw(/— reported  plot  in  145 
Political  economics  3 

Poor,  the  support  of  240 

Population,remarks  on  83;  pros- 
pective, of  the  U.  States      341 
Porter,  gen.  M.  dies  144;  order 

in  honor  of  him  192 

Porto  Rico,  description  of  the 
island  351;  privattering  at 
^23,  238,  289,  341,  385 
Portugal — project  of  a  bank  50; 
extent,  population  and  reve- 
nues of  the  monarchy  135; 
Madeira   145;  sliip    Heroine 


269,  295,  387;  ptoceedir.frs  of 
the  cortes  295;  ministers  ;it 
Vienna,  Naples,  Sec.  358;  an 
army  in  motion  3S0;  uH'airsot' 
Brazil  380,  387;  conspiracy 
of  priests  oSr 

Post  office,  (the  general"),  state 
of  its  aflairs  33,  41,  99;  bad 
business  in  one  of  tliem  45' 

Potiitoe  branfly  239 

Prairie  du  Chien,  lead  mines  226 
Prayin.g  and  doing  33£ 

President,  the  next,  remark  on 

129,  194,  241 
Printing,  rapid  321 

Proclamation  of  the   president 

on  opening  the  W.  I.  ports  423 
Propelling  boats,  new  plan  of  37^ 
Provisions,  cost  of  4t)6 

Putnam,  gen.  Kufus  306,  401 

R. 

Raja  Torpedo,  a  fish  405 

Rake  for  hay  and  grain — an  ex- 
cellent one  292 
Randolph,  Mr.  embarks  for  Eng- 
land 64;  a  good  saying  of  his 
68;  address  to  his  constitu- 
ents   72;     milking    speeches 


387 
341 


322,  325,  379,  386,  401 
Rattlesnakes,  tamed 
Reciprocity  in  trade 
Representatives  in  congres 
Restrictive  system  401 

Retrenchment — see   conqress — 

remarks  on  the  report  129 

Revenue  and  expenditure,  no- 
ticed 1;  received  at  several 
ports  34;  at  New  York  4fll 

Revolutionary  papers,  publish- 
ed 113,  289;  worthies  243; 
hero  352;  generals  401 

lihofle  /<■/«;)<■/- judges  32,  sup- 
port of  the  poor  240 
Rights  of  thin.ijs                          178 
Rip  Hap  contract — see  congress: 
some  remarks  on  241;.  the  re. 
port,  &.C.                          251,  279 
Rocky    mountains,    expedition 

to  227 

Rodgers,  com.  his  marine  rail- 
way 177 
Rodney,  Mr.  a  letter  from  him 

183;  compliment  to  339 

liom''— of  the  pope  50;  a  Turk- 
ish nobleman  at  181;  work  of 
Canova  288;  rescript  of  the 
pope  387,  404 

Russell,  Mr.  (see  " Ghent"")  and 
Mr.  Hunt  340,  353,  378,  401 
Rii.uia—afTiurs  with  Turkey,  rumors  22,  - 
50,  81.  U8,  134,  US,  177.  222,  273,  295,  3S8, 
■?ao,  388,  3R9;  military  force  35;  abosf-s  in 
Siberia  222;  armies  on  the  Tmkish  fioniicr 
35.  SO,  145,  271^.  358,  383;  finances  221);  p\- 
ports  to  the  U.  Stales  102;  birtlis.  deaths,  Sec. 
102;  army  rec;ulalions  131;  failures  at  Mos- 
cow 222,246;  claims  on  the  coasts  of  the 
Pacific,  see  congress  and  22»i;  the  ukase  349; 
release  of  the  Poles  that  followed  Napoleon 
22P;  new  tariff,  noticed  i44;  des>K"s""  Tur- 
key 244;  of  the  emperor's  father  244:  deci- 
sion of  the  emperor  on  the  treaty  of  Glient 
.323;  of  the  empress  ICaf  ami  count  OrlofF 
354;  reported  disalt'cclion  380;  extent,  popu- 
lation, &c.  228. 

S. 

Salmon,  the  first  at  Boston  9C 

Salt,  of  the  tax  or  duty  upon    11^' 


VUl 
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Salt  petre,  manufacture  of        291 
Salts,  black  379 

Sandwich  islands,  notices  of    196 
Saratoga,    independeHce   cele- 
brated on  the  field  327 
Saut  de  St.  Mary's            240,  337 
Savanr\ah>  ceriaiii  Africans  sent 

into,  in  a  prize  brig  197 

Scienlific  power  85 

Scott,  gen.  and  Mr.  Floyd        175 
Sea  serpent  361 

Seal  caught  in  Maryland  224;  on 

the  eastern  co.ist  238 

Seamen,  expenditur<»s  at  differ- 
ent ports  for  the  relief  of      99 
Senate   of  the  United   States, 

noticed  273 

Shark,  a  female  272 

Sheep,  the  wild  of  the  Rocky 
mountains  113;  the  product 
of  a  250 

Shields,  Thomas,  his  discovery  47 
Ship  building  238;  shipwrecks, 

numerous  269 

'  Sh(>rt  passages  238 

Sinking  fund  of  the  U.  States, 
statement  of  and  remarks       97 

Slave  trade — remarks  upon  and 
the  pardon  of  L^coste  114; 
meeting  of  the  African  insti- 
tution at  London  325;  declin- 
ing on  the  coast  384 

Slaves  and  slave  labor  84,  &c. 
di"cision  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia  respecting  certain  car- 
ried off'  by  the  British  323, 
337;  progress  of  the  popula- 
tion 341 

Small  pox  1,  81,  197 

Snake,  ejected  from  the  stomach 
of  a  child  361 

Souih   Carolina— -projected    in- 
^    surrection  at  Charleston  320, 
352,  424;  money  found  in     406 

Southern  re/)?ii/ics— British  no- 
tices  of  67,  221,  268;  Spanish 
troops  sent  at  different  times 
and  their  state  68 

Spain.  Disorders22,  35, 118, 145,  387,389; 
battles,  ftc.  341;  Kiiaitces-  loans.  &c.  35,  l8i, 
40  ■;  South  American  affairs  81 ,  101, 118,  277, 
358;  proceedings  of  the  cortes  353;  RiegoiO, 
118.  134,  324;  the  deputy  Arevalo  101;  pro- 
cefdines  to  stop  thp  slave  trade  118;  yellow 
fever  131;  Cadiz  181,  222;  reported  niisu'i- 
derslandiiig  with  France  222.  22«,  380,  464, 
428;  of  the  property  that  belonged  to  the 
priesthood  2*9;  troups  on  the  French  fron- 
tier 26P,  380;  prists  sent  out  to  get  their 
livings  like  honest  men  295;  Canary  islands 
295;  dispute  with  the  Barbary  powers  295, 
324;  Oie  press  free  295;  national  hymn  324; 
naval  establishment  358;  troublesome  priests 
358;  Valencia  387;  prospects  of  a  civil  war 
387.  428;  fighting  in  Madrid  428:  Quiroga 
380. 

Specie,  transport  of  96,  321; 
import  and  export  of  at  Bos- 
ton 424 

193 


"Spy,"  the,  noticed 
Stark,  gen.  dies 


192 


Steam  engine,  a  great  one,  32; 
carriages  179;  boat  controver- 
sy, between  New  York,  New- 
.Tersey  and  Connecticut  226, 
272;  boats  238,  306;  engines 
of  England  277;  the  Robert 
Fultm  351;  Anivon  boat  30S; 
improvements  in  356 

Stocks  of  the  U.  S.  Cremarks) 
81;  fluctuations  of  the  pri;es 
of  113;  alarming  do.  161;  trea- 
sury proposals  for  the  tr.'<ns- 
ferof  certain  179,  385 

Sturgeons,  caught  272 

Subscribers,  notice  to  305 

Sugar,  maple  354 

Summerfield,  the  rev.  Mr.  192 
Sunday  schools  in  tlie  U.  Slates  227 
Susquehannah,  relative   to  tiie 

navigation  of  48,  178 

Sweden — corporal  punishments 

181;  progress  of  population 

341;  conflagrations  in  387 

Swords,  splendid  239 

Symmes,  capt.  66, 401 

T. 
TarifT,  proposed  alterations  of 

33,  35 
Taxation,  as  it  is  19,  293 

Taylor,  John,  of  Caroline  64 

Tennessee — antiquities  in  362; 
extract  from  gov.  CirroU's 
message  386;  nomination  for 
the  presidency  402 

Thompson,  Charles,  the  vener- 
able 307 
Tilton,  James,  dies  192;  extract 

from  one  of  his  letters  264 

Toasts  drank  at  Washington 
city  307;  about  the  state  of 
the  treasury  379 

Tobacco,   the  fine    Cuba  134; 

cultivation  of  inPennsyvania  338 
Tompkins,  D.  D.  his  accounts 
242,  266;    extract  from  his 
speech  310 

Tonnage  of  the  U.  S.  how  em- 
ployed, &c.  54;  amount,  new 
vessels,  &.c.  119 

Tories,  a  strange  remark  about 

them  322 

Travelling,  rapid  275 

Treasury  department,   noticed 

1,  5,  242 
Treaty  with  France  282 

Trotting  of  a  horse  384 

Truxton,  com.  dies  192 

Turkey.  General  notices  35,  50,  65,  81, 
102,  118,"  229,  277,  324,388;  war  with  Persia 
65,  81,  102;  Athens  81,  119,295,325;  volun- 
teers to  aid  the  Greelis  50,  8l,  270;  Deme- 
trius Ypsilanti  81,324;  a  good  toast  at  Lon- 
don 50;  British  neutrnitty,  &c.  50,  102;  cho- 
lera morbus  65,  81;  Servia  81;  English  bro- 
kers 118;  case  of  the  British  ship  Seringa- 
patam  and  the  Greeks  102;  ransoming  pri- 
soners 118;  tbeThessalians  1 19;  Ulysses  119, 
295,  330;  Candia  119;  Ali  pacha  134,  181, 
229;  Smyrna  134,  279;  Constantinople  146, 
223,  229,  295;  naval  battles  181,  223,  405; 
Moldavia  and  Wailachia  181,223,229;  bar- 
barities 333, 229, 331, 388;  note  to  tbe  British 


and  Anstrian  9mli<issa<Iors  181;  Salonica  33*, 
358, 381;  iBonksof  Mount  Atlios  223;  Greek 
armies  and  troops  223,  295,  4O4;  TKermopy- 
I*  223.  295;  Turkish  armies  223;  Jassy  229; 
a  fVit;3U'  for  the  Turks  built  in  -Eiigland 
246;  Greek  congress  269,  325:  Turkish  fleets 
269,  40 1 ;  Negropont  277;  the  '.■.Vsnd  of  5c» 
295— horrors  324.  358,  359,  38S,  J'.^J.  40,';;  Pa- 
tras295,388;  Greek  ccmstitution  307;  Aus- 
trian neutrality  324;  British  aid  to  the  Turks 
359,  .188,  389;  Seres  3«iC;  Macedonia  380: 
population  of  the  Morea  331— provijiional 
governmtnt  389— blockade  of  the  Greeks 
389;  address  of  the  Greeks  to  their  brttbren 
in  London  380. 

Tuscan  consul  in  the  U.  S.       192 
V. 

Vaccination,  noticed  1 (see 

congress:)  on  the  discharge  of 
the  agency  129 

Value— v4iat  is  it.'  265 

Vermont — the  convention  24;  a 
law  of  prontmnced  unconsti- 
tutional 352j  an  hone.st  farmer 
found  out  to  be  a  lord  404 

Virginia legislature  16;  ad- 
journs— error  corrected  48; 
celebration  at  James  Town 
69,  239;  British  care  of  soula 
in  the  colony  72;  fire  at  Fre- 
dericksburg 128:  Lithgow, 
130,  304;  act  of  1807  regard- 
ing the  Cumberl^Aud  road      133 

AV. 

Walsh,  Mr.  noticed  194;  a  new 

work  to  be  edited  by  him  379 
War,  remarks  on  321;  good  rea- 
sons for  '354i 
Washington,  gen.  a  statue  of,  to 
be  erected  at  N.  Y.  47;  bis 
birth  day  ob.served  at  faris 
176;  of  his  ancestors,  &c      354 

Washington   city interesting 

notices  of  251 

Weights  and  measures — see  con- 
gress and  Pejinsylvania, 
Wells,  Mrs.  of  Connecticut       361 
West  Indies,  generally — state  of' 
.    the    British   planters    in    50; 
trade  with  the  U.  S.  145.  162, 
182,  223;     Guadaloupe  229; 
the  58th  regt,  at  Jamaica  269; 
statement  of  the  profits  of  a 
planter  405;  proclamation  of 
the  president  of  the  U.  States 
on   opening  the    ports    423; 
slave  trade  at  St.  Thomas     269 
Western  Star  lodge  250;  inte- 
rests 265 
Wheat,  imported  at  New-York 
from    Liverpool   225;     new, 
price  of  320 
Wheel  barrows  imported         266 
Widow,  a  young  one                 405 
Willow  tree,  rapid  growth  of  384 
Witchcraft!                                  226 
Wool,  imported  at  Boston        405 
Worm,  the— will  not  touch  the 

Sweet  Gtim  47 

Worthington,  W.  G.  D.  ^G, 

Y. 
Yellow  fever— not  contagious  385 
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d^In  commencing  a  new  volume  we  have  not 
any  new  thing  to  say  about  our  intentions  and 
prospects.  We  like  to  meet  with  old  friends  with 
old  faces,  except  as  mellowed  by  the  hand  of  time. 
The  manner  of  this  work  will  not  be  changed, 
nor  shall  it  cease  to  advocate  the  great  national  in- 
terests to  which  it  has  been  so  much  devoted:  and 
the  consistency  of  its  course  will,  at  least,  exhibit 
an  evidence  of  my  belief  that  it  is  a  proper  one. 
Several  communications  have  been  recently  re- 
ceived, that  had  a. half-covered  bearing  upon  the 
next  presidential  election — as  I  have  not,  know- 
ingly, written  any  thing  myself  with  a  view  to  that 
matter,  surely  the  essays  of  others  upon  it  cannot 
have  a  place  in  the  Rekister.  It  will  not  take  a 
part  for  or  against  any  man;  when  the  people  are 
permitted  to  understand  on  what  it  is  that  differ- 
ent gentlemen  found  their  pretensions  to  this  high 
office,  such  pretensions  may  be  examined.  At 
present,  we  chiefly  know  the  names  of  those  who 
are  said  to  be  candidates;  and  none  of  them  stand 
committed,  that  1  know  of,  to  any  particular  policy 
or  general  principle,  as  to  national  affairs. 

Though  it  is  to  me,  personally,  a  matter  of  per- 
fect indifference,  an  error  of  opinion  prevails  that 
I  wish  to  correct:  the  remarks  made  in  this  work 
on  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  have  been 
construed  into  acts  of  hostility  to  the  head  of  the 
treasury  department.     It  is,  not  consistent   with 
my  principles  or  practice  thus  to  "beat  about  the 
bush;"   and  the   whole  purpose  that  we  had  in 
speaking  of  treasury  matters,  was  to  shew  the  de- 
fects of  tlie  system^— wretchedly  managed,  perhaps, 
from  its  own  wretched  nature.     It  is  now  acknow- 
ledged by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  (see  page  10),  that  estimates  founded 
upon  it  must  be   fallacious — that  it  is  impracti- 
cable to  furnish  a  tangible  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  revenue:  a  fact  which,  I  believe,  I 
))ad  the  honor  first  to  declare  to  the  people,  if 
there  is  any  credit  for  the  discovery — yet,  without 
knowing  what  the  income  may  be,  the  representa- 
tives of  tlie  people  are  called  upon  to  vote  the  ex- 
pemliturcf    In  this  case  it  is  evident  that  a  sound 
discretion  cannot  be  exercised — that  a  dignified 
legislation  cannot  exist — that  good  luck,  the  gamb- 
ler's hope,  is  more  regarded  than  caution,  the  ho- 
nest man's  rehance,  to  keep  himself  out  of  trou- 
ble.   It  is  our  desire,  and  determination,  to  bring 
it  about,  if  we  can,— that  this  republic  shall  de- 
pend oi\\y  on  itself  for  tlie  supply  of  its  own  wants; 
without,  however,  meaning  to  deny  our  country 
any  advantage  that  may  be  derived  from  an  honor- 
able intercourse  with  foreign  nations. 

The  support  hitherto  afforded  to  this  work  has 
considerably  increased  of  late,  though  some  have 
withdrawn  tlieir  names  from  prudential  considera- 
tions,  promising  a  return  of  them  under  more  for- 
tunate circumstances.  The  commencement  of  a 
a  volume  offers  a  suitable  opportunity  to  those  who 
desire  to  obtain  the  Register,  and  the  editor  hopes 
that  his  friends  will  not  discontinue  their  efl^orts  to 
serve  him— promising  that,  to  the  best  of  his  skill 
and  ability,  he  will  endeavor  to  serve  them. 

Complete  sets  may  be  had— and  any  volume  or 
volumes  are  sold  separate  except  the  three  first, 
which,  however,  are  disposed  of  to  thoste  who  Have 
Vat.  :'iXI!. 1. 


the  remainder  of  the  work,  and  wish  to  render  it 

perfect.  

(rj=VVe  have  given  the  entire  sketch  presented 
in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  one  day's  debate 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  that  the  feelinga 
and  proceedings  of  the  members  may  be  the  bet- 
ter understood,  on  some  matters  of  much  moment 
to  the  public  interest. 


Agent  in  New  York.  Though  we  have  several 
times  mentioned  the  matter,  the  increasing  im- 
portance of  our  concerns  at  New  York  and  its  vi- 
cinity, makes  it  necessary  for  us  to  repeat  the  in* 
formation,  that  Mr.  William  A.  Coleman,  No.  45, 
William  street,  general  agent  for  the  collection  of 
monies  and  transaction  of  business,  is  also  our  agent 
in  that  city,  with  power  to  transact  and  conclude 
any  matters  belonging  to  the  ordinary  concerns  of 
this  establishment;  and,  while  on  this  subject,  we 
may  venture  to  recommend  him  to  others,  having 
always  found  him  most  prompt,  attentive  and  punc- 
tual in  all  his  engagements. 

Small  pox;-  We  had  nine  deaths  by  this  disease 
in  Baltimore,  during  the  last  week;  but  learn 
that  there  are  not  many  new  cases,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  few  are  now  unprotected  against  it.  The 
mayor  of  Savannah  has  issued  a  proclamation,  re- 
quii'ing  that  vessels  from  Baltimore  and  some  other 
ports,  shall  not  approach  that  city  until  they  are 
examined. 

We  publish  an  interesting  report  made  to  con- 
gress in  relation  to  vaccination,  and  our  own  faith 
in  the  belief  of  its  efficacy  to  prevent  the  small 
pox,  is  but  little,  if  any,  impaired  by  the  preva- 
lence of  the  latter  disease  in  this  city.  But  it  is 
asked,  how  happens  it  that  the  small  pox  prevails 
here — »'thc  head  quarters  of  vaccination.^"'  We 
could  answer  the  question  at  length,  and  would  do 
it,  if  we  did  not  apprehend  that  it  might  bring 
about  a  discussion  that  we  could  not  find  room  fop 
— but  may  reply  to  it  thus,  because  JJaltimore  is 
the  head  quarters  of  vaccination,  Tha  act  of  con- 
gress to  encourage  vaccination,  has  rather,  in  our 
opinion,  tended  to  encourage  small  pox,  by  mak- 
ing a  matter  of  individual  profit  out  of  what  had 
better  been  left  to  the  general  care  of  medical 
gentlemen. 

As  we  have  published  Dr.  Smith's  letter  to  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  it  is  right 
to  say  that  Dr.  Ward,  of  Tarborougli,  to  whom  the 
small  pox  matter  was  sent,  denies  the  facts  as  set 
forth  in  that  letter,  by  Dr.  Smith,  about  the  care 
which  he  exerted  to  guard  against  accidents,  Sec. 

William  Pinkney,  a  senator  from  Maryland, 
died  at  Washington,  on  the  night  of  the  25th  inst. 
aged  about  60  years.  In  the  words  of  Mr.  Randolph, 
he  surely  was  at  "the  head  of  one  profession  in 
this  country" — that  of  the  law.  lie  was  a  severe 
student  and  a  man  of  extraordinary  powers;  and 
the  void  left  by  his  death  will  not  be  easily  filled. 
It  is  stated  that  he  sunk  under  his  efforts  in  a  case 
that  was  pending  before  the  supreme  court,  on 
which  he  had  bestowed  much  attention  and 
brought  out  the  whole  energies  of  Itis  wonderful 
mind- 


NILES*  REGISTER ^-MARCH  2,  t8?.2-«RULE  OFHIGHT.^ 


The  city  coui  cils  of  Baltimore,  being  in  session 
When  the  intelligence  of  his  dtath  reached  this 
city,  immediately  passed  a  resolve  to  wear  crape 
on  the  left  arm  for  ten  days  and  adjourned.  The 
proceedings  had  in  congress  on  the  occasion,  are 
noticed  under  the  proper  liead.  The  bench  and 
bar  of  Biltimore  liave  also  had  a  meeting  and  pass- 
ed a  resolve  that  the  court-room  shall  be  shrouded 
in  black,  that  mourning  shall  be  worn  until  the  end 
of  the  present  session,  and  that  a  monumental  ta- 
blet, with  an  appropriate  inscription,  shall  be  placed 
in  the  court-room. 

Indiaws  is  FioniBA.  Capt.  Bell,  acting  agent 
for  the  Indians  in  Florida,  gives  a  list  of  their  set- 
tlements, which  amounis  to  thirty-five,  and  he  sup- 
poses that  their  whole  population  does  not  exceed 
five  thousand  souls.  He  suggests  the  propriety  of 
endeavoring  to  obtain  from  them  a  cession  of  the 
country  on  the  sea-coast,  to  prevent  their  settle- 
ments from  becoming  the  resort  of  pirates  and 
smugglers,  See.  "the  most  abandoned  of  all  nations, 
tvho  keep  up  a  communication  between  the  islands 
»nd  Cuba,  excite  disaffection  violate  our  laws,  and 
escape  with  impunity,  from  the  country.  And  our 
refugee  slaves  aim  for  their  settlements,  with  a 
view  of  escaping  to  the  neighboring  islands." 

Natioxai  courtest.  Capt.  Ridgely,  of  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Constellation,  not  being  able  to  proceed 
immediately  from  Valparaiso  to  rescue  American 
vessels  from  the  royal  pirates  at  Orico,  near  St. 
Mary's,  sir  Thomas  M,  Hardy  deripatclied  the  sloop 
of  war  Conway  on  that  service — but  on  her  arrival 
at  the  place,  discovered  that  the  patriots  had  brok 
en  up  the  nest  of  marauders,  tliough  the-  latter,  on 
being  attacked,  has  set  fire  to  and  destroyed  the 
brigs  Hersahf"  and  Ocean,  to  regain  which  was  the 
object  of  the  expedition.  On  tjie  report  of  these 
facts,  capt.  R.  directed  his  course  to  Juan  Fern;;n- 
dez.  whereat  certain  Americans  had  been  detained 
b)  the  late  prisoners,  who  had  mastered  the  go- 
vernor and  taken  corasnand  of  the  place. 

CoTTos,  of  a  superior  quality,  is  said  to  have 
been  produced,  in  the  last  season,  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Illinois.  The  quantity  appears  to  have 
been  considerable,  and  it  is  stated  that  arrange- 
ments are  making  to  go  extensively  into  the  culti- 
vation of  this  rich  staple  of  our  country;  and  they 
calculate  on  being  able  to  raise  it  as  cheaply  as  in 
any  other  part  of  the  United  States,  if  the  crop 
succeeds,  it  will  produce  no  small  revolution  in  the 
condition  of  things  among  us. 

DoMESTiciNDCSTRT,  Steuben  couuty,  N.  Y  con- 
tained, at  the  late  census,  21,989  inhabitants — by 
the-  State  census,  there  were  80,948  acres  of  im- 
proved land  in  it  23,982  neat  cattle,  40,978  sheep 
—many  mills,  factories  and  works.  Independent 
of  the  products  of  the  latter,  there  vi'ere  made  in 
families  during  one  year,  no  less  than  173,269  yards 
of  cloth,  or  about  eight  yards  for  every  individual 
in  the  county  I  g-uess  the  people  of  this  county 
are  not  much  in  debt. 

PrtiATES.  The  Jilacedonian  frigate,  under  the 
command  of  capt.  Biddle,  is  about  to  sail  from  Bos- 
ton, to  be  accompanied  by  four  smaller  vessels,  hav 
ing  on  board  a  disposable  force  of  200  marines — 
with  instructions,  it  is  said,  to  sweep  the  land,  as 
well  as  the  sea,  of  the  pirates  of  Cuba.  The  mat- 
ter appears  to  be  "right  in  itself,"  but  it  seems  to 
IIS  that  important  events  may  grow  out  of  it,  unless 


there  is  an  understanding  with  Spam  arid  the  local 
authorities  of  the  island,  in  respect  to  the  proce« 
dure.  The  latter,  there  is  too  much  re.^son  to  be- 
lieve, if  not  friendly  to  the  piratical  sybtern,  are  s.t 
least  indisposed  to  make  an  effort  to  destroy  iC. 

Caj»ai)as  There  are  many  indications  of  the 
prevalence  of  a  revolutionary  spirit  in  these  colo- 
nies. The  executive  and  legislative  bodies  are 
frequently  at  variance,  and  s[)eak  to  and  of  one 
another  pretty  plainly.  A  certaur  John  Ricliard- 
son,  a  member  of  the  council  in  Lower  Canada, 
lately  said  in  his  place,  "how  can  we  rescind  our 
resolutions  when  tliere  is  a  secret  committee  sitting 
in  the  house  of  assembly,  which  is,  perhaps,  delibe- 
rating on  the  (ip/iomlmeni  of  a  governor  of  their  choice 
on  the  removed  of  ihe  person  no-cv  in  the  castle,  and 
putting  their  own  in  his  place."  The  house  of  as- 
sembly warmly  took  up  this  matter — it  was  a  high 
contempt  of  the  house,  a  mani'est  breach  of  its 
rights,  privileges,  &c.  and  requested  the  governor 
to  dismiss  and  punish  tlie  said  Uicliardson  but  he 
refused  to  comply  with  the  lequest  of  tire  house; 
after  which  the  following  resolution  was  passed— 

Resolved,  Thai  every  attempt  on  the  part  of  a 
member  of  the  legislative  council  to  destroy  the 
confidence  of  his  majt-sty,  of  his  representative, 
or  of  the  legislative  council,  in  the  honor  and  loy- 
alty of  this  !iousc,  is  a  higti  contempt  of  this  house, 
and  a  manifest  breacli  of  tne  rights  ami  privileges 
of  this  house;  and  tends  to  create  distrust  and  to 
destroy  all  harmony  asnong  the  several  branches 
of  the  government,  and  to  render  useless  the  en- 
deavors of  this  house  tor  the  general  welfare;  and 
that  it  is  the  inconieslable  right  of  this  house  to 
repress  such  attempt  by  every  constitutional  means 
in  their  power. 

f     "The  RULEOFRrouT."     On  the  22nd  ult.  the  edi- 

[tors  of  the  "N.rtional  IntelligeHcer,'^speaking  of 

the  annual  military  appropriation  bill,  observed  — 

"There  is  one  provision,  however,  in  this  bill, 
introduced  at  the  suggestion,  in  the  first  instance, 
of  Mr.  Enstis,  which,  we  undei'stand,  will  be  of 
much  importance  to  a  meritorious  class  of  p('ople 
— we  mean  the  manufacturers  o!  woolltns,wln)  have 
little  more  capital  than  their  Ioo.tis.  They  cannot 
contract  for  large  supplies,  ncrr  can  they  suddenly 
comply  with  large  orders.  An  appropriation  has 
tbere'ore  been  introduced  into  the  bill,  of  75,000 
dollars,  for  the  purchase  of  woollens  for  the  army, 
for  the  year  1823 — so  as  to  allow  the  goods  to  be 
purchased  of  our  own  manufacturers,  and  to  allow 
intermediate  time  sufficient  for  the  manufacture 
of  them.  It  is  predicted,  that  we  never  sliall  again 
have  a  soldier,  (and  hardly  a  sailor,)  clothed  in  the 
manufacture  of  any  other  country  than  this.  So  be 
it.  This  is  a  sort  of  encouragement  which  will  be 
of  some  service,  not  to  overgrown  and  already  pam- 
pered capitalists,  but  to  the  industrious  artizans  who 
live  by  tUe  labor  of  their  hands." 

According  to  n.y  reading  of  this  paragraph,  it 
seems  to  manifest  something  like  a  wish  that  the 
woollen  manufacture  may  prosper  in  the  United 
States;  though  as  I  n^^ver  have  heard  of  ''overgrown 
and  already  pampered  capitalists"  in  that  branch 
of  busineas,  I  must  confess  that  I  am  nather  at  a 
loss  to  collect  the  whole  meaning  of  the  editors. 
If  the  cotton  manufacture  was  referred  t»,  the  re- 
mark might  apply,  ihough  o  ily,  perhaps,  in  a  so- 
litary case — to  tlie  Walthan  association;  but  surely, 
the  consumers  ought  not  to  be  offended  with  the 
power  and  prosperity  of  this  company,  seeing  that 
they  vend  their  goods  at  cheaper  rates  than  others 
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of  like  quality  can  be  purchased  al  in  any  part  of:  the  matter  home  to  the  common  sense  of  every  man. 
the  world:  and  thus  their  capital  operates  to  keep !  What  is  said  about  them,  applies  to  all  those  who 


down  the  <'fbul  fiend,"  domestic  extortion,  so  ter- 
ribly dreamt  of  by  many  among  us.  Now  this  fiend 
is  one  of  the  strangest  things  that  ever  was  imagin- 
ed— when  it  appears  in  the  rise  of  a  barrel  of  Hour, 
bale  of  cotton  or  hogshead  of  tobacco  to  double  the 
usual  price  of  such  commodities,  every  body  is 
pleased  with  it;  but  if  it  effects  a  rise  o^  5  per  cent. 
in  the  value  of  labor  bestowed  on  the  manufacture 
of  a  yard  of  cloth,  all  men  are  alarmed,  and  the 
country  is  declared  to  be  in  danger. 

But  the  editors  of  the  National  Jntclligencer  ap- 
pear pleased  that  the  "manufacturers  of  woollens, 
wlio  have  little  more  capital  than  their  looms,"  are 
about  to  be  encouraged,  and,  with  seeming  pride, 
they  anticipate  the  time  when  our  soldiers  and  sail- 
ors will  not  be  dependent  on  foreign  looms  for  ne- 
cessary articles  of  clothing.     So  far  so  good — and 
we  shall  not  slop  to  inquire  how  probable  it  is,  that 
the  persons  described  will  enter  into  contracts  with 
government  for  the  supplies  that  are  needed,  or 
whether  it  would  be  advantageous  for  those  who 
have  "little  more  capital  than  their  looms"  to  at- 
tempt to  furnish  them:  for  me  to  say  that  domestic 
industry  should  be  encouraged— or  even  for  Thomas 
Jefferson  to  declare  that  the  consumer  should  be 
placed  by  the  sid^-of  the  producer,  is  nothing:  but  for 
these  gentlemen,  the  unqualified  friends  of  the  im- 
poit  system  oj  revenue,  to  anticipate  the  period  with 
satisfaction  when  the  American  soldier  shall  be  pro- 
tected in  his  hours  of  repose  by  an  American  blan- 
ket, does  not  seem  to  accord  with  that  degree  of 
good  faith  and  consistency  which  I  am  willing  to  al- 
iow  them:  for  if  blankets  are  made  for  soldiers  they 
will  also  be  made  for  citizens. 

It  may  be  said  that  impost,  only,  furnishes  the 
means  by  which  presidents  or  pnnters  are  paid  the 
several  amounts  of  our  salaries  or  bills  for  services 
presumed  to  be  rendered  to  the  public.    It  then 
becomes  a  very  serious  question — indeed,  it  may 
be  regarded  as  one  of  common  honesty,   whether 
those  who  live  on  the  revenue  are  not  bound  to 
support  the  revenue.     I,  myself,  receive  some  mo- 
ney for  certain  copies  of  the  UtGisTEn  furnished 
to  the  public  offices — but  the  amount  is  so  small 
that,  whether  1  received  it  or  not,  things  would 
seemingly  go  on  as  they  do — but  my  friends,  the  edi- 
tors of  the  Intelligencer,  as  printers  to  congress, 
&c.  come  in  perhaps  for  25  or  30,000  dollars  a  year 
— honestly  earned,  I  dare  say,  and  affording  only  a 
reasonable  profit  for  capita!  invested,  responsibility 
encountered  and  labor  bestowed:  for  all  which  they 
ought  to  make  not  less  than  5000  dollars  a  year  for 
themselves — as  I  hope  that   they    do,  because   I 
think  it  right  that  they  should.     This,  however,  is  a 
very  handsome  birth  "in  these  hard  times" — and  is 
it  consistent  in  them  to  wish  well  to  any  project 
that  may  lessen  the  means  of  government  to  satis- 
fy their  just  demands  on  the  treasury?     Would  they 
I'eel  it  right,  nay  believe  it  honest,  if  one  of  their 
own  workman,  liberally  paid  for  his  services,  was 
to  rejoice  at  the  addition  of  a  subscription  to  the 
WaJhington   City  Gazette  by  the  loss  of  one  to  the 
JVational  Intelligencer?     The  proprietors  of  the  lat- 
ter do  not  feel  hostility  to  the  other  establishment 
— they  believe  there  is  "room  enough"  for  the  two 
newspapers —  but  surely,  tliey  could  not  be  pleased 
if  their  own  were  damaged  for  the  benefit  of  any 
other  publication:  this  would  be  against  every  prin- 
ciple of  self-love,  or  even  of  self-respect,  that  ope- 
rates on  the  human  mind. 

In  thus  singling  out  the  case  of  my  friends  of  the 


hold  the  most  exalted  and  profitable,  or  the  mean- 
est and  least  productive,  of  the  offices  or  appoint- 
ments in  the  gift  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  their  government.   All  these  are  paid  out  of  the 
revenue,  and  they  commit  the  strange  sin  of  injur- 
ing themselves — a  sort  of  political  suicide,  if  they 
do  not  support  the  revenue:  this  is  derived  from 
imposts,  and  even  congress,  perhaps,  ought  to  use 
taxed  paper  that  others  might  follow  the  example, 
and  so  furnish  means  to  pay  them  their  own  dally 
wages.     The  reasons  for  this  are  most  manifest — 
while  th;;  revenue  was  abundant,  who  thought  of 
cutting  down  the  expenses,  and  of  dismissing  per- 
sons from  the  public  pay-list,  only  because  they  did 
nothing  or  had  nothing  to  do?     But  now  many  are 
looking  about  to  see  in  what  manner  a  few  thousands 
may  be  saved,  because  of  the  shortness  of  the  re- 
venue; and  some  persons  will,  no  doubt,  be  pretty 
severely  "keel-hauled"  or  dismissed  as   useless: 
others  will  be  required  to  do  what  they  have  been 
paid  for  affecting  to  do — and  this  will  be  a  severe 
thing  upon  many  gentlemen  who  hold  offices  or  ap- 
pointments for  the  simple  purpose  of  receiving  the 
pay  or  emoluments  that  belong  to  them,  kind  heart- 
ed souls  that  they  are!     Economy  is  always  an  un- 
welcome inmate,  except  at  the  house  of  a  miser;  and 
is  seldom,  indeed,  graciously  received  by  govern- 
ments or  persons  in  power,  even  though  its  opera- 
tion may  not  immediately  affect  their  own  particu- 
lar receipts.     Patronage,  too  often,  constitutes  the 
means  of  power,  and  keeps  up  a  perpetual  motion 
in  favor  of  the  head  of  a  department  or  special 
branch  of  the  government,  very  generally  aspiring, 
or  at  least  seeking  its  own  gratification  in  well- 
serving  itself  or  its  friends. But  when  Neces- 
sity opens  the  door  and  receives  Economy,   we 
see  that  many  checks   are  thought  of  to  reduce 
the  consumere  frvges  corps,  as  Mr.  Randolph  would 
call  it,  that  the  productive  classes  may  be  relieved. 
This  corps  is  in  duty  bound  to  kick  Economy  out 
of  the  house — to  call  her  witch,  imp  of  the  regions 
below,  or  any  other  hard  name  they  please,  so  that 
she  maybe  discredited;  and  their  best  way  to  ef- 
fect this  is  to  do  what  they  can  to  shew  that  she  is 
unnecessary — that  we  can  get  along  snugly  with- 
out her  officious  interposition.     Hence  it  is,  that  if 
an  officer  of  the  United  States  loves  his  own  living, 
he  should  rather  see  persons  begging  through  the 
streets  for  a  mouthful  of  bread,  than  behold  them 
happy  and  profitably  employed  in  the  fabrication  of 
any  article  that   would   furnish  revenue,  if  pro- 
duced  in  a  foreign   country,    for   the   benefit   of 
foreign  laborers.     Nay,  he  ought  to  pray— if  he  can 
think  that  such  prayers  will  avail  any  thing,  that  the 
cane  of  Louisiana  and  cotton  plant  of  the  Carolinas, 
&c.  may  be  nipped  by  the  frost — that  the  wheat  oi 
Pennsylvania,  &c.  should  be  cut  off  by  the  fly — that 
the  rye  crop  should  be  blasted,  and  even  the  pota- 
toe  vines  eaten  up  by  the  bug:  for  the  simple  reason 
that,  IF  all  our  sug;ir,  cotton,  bread-stuffs,  ardent 
liquors  and  potatoes  were  imported,  the  revenue 
would  be  so  large  thattl>e  few  thousands  paid  to  him- 
self would  not  be  missed!    Ponder  on  these  things 
reader — and,  appealing  to  thy  own  heart,  say  i| 
there  is  aught  extravagant  in  tlieni;  declare,  on  tlvj 
conscience  as  an  honest  maji,  whether  he  th;it  thoi 
paj'est  by  the  sweat  of  thy  brow,  is  not  deeply  in 
terested  in  causing  thee  to  work  yet  !>arder  an< 
sweat  yet  more;  and  in  rendering  thee  the  slave  am 
the  tool,  the  mere  negro  of  the  system,  through  whic 
he  derives  his  means  of  living  on  the  fat  of  th 


Intelligencer,  I  have  r.o  other  object  than  to  bring  (land,  and  of  riding  over  thee  as  so  much  dust  ths 
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defiles  even  the  wheels  of  his  richly  painted  cba. 
I'iot.  It  is  true,  that  many  unthinking  people  would 
consider  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  who  draws 
his  living  from  a  domestic  consumption  of  the  pro- 
ducts oi  foreign  labor,  pretty  niucli  as  a — bad  man, 
if  he  should  rejoice  in  Hie  destruction  of  our  ma- 
nufactories by  fire,  and  that  thousands  of  poor  per- 
sons were  thereby  thrown  upon  the  public  chanty, 
to  be  supported  by  the  labor  of  others  us  he  him- 
self is — or  that,  like  Nero,  when  Rome  was  in  flames, 
he  should  fiddle  and  dance,  because  haggard  famine 
filled  the  treasury  by  taxes  levied  on  bread  stuHs 
imported — but,  if  just  to  his  own  income,  he  should 
do  ail  this  and  more;  for  the  elements  (if  the  im- 
post system,  as  furnishing  the  revenue,  would  fully 
justify  him  in  the  desire  to  provide  for  his  family — 
and  he  might  say,  "he  who  does  not  provide  for  his 
family  is  worse  than  an  infidel,"  and,  like  a  "holy 
man,  give  scripture  for  the  deed" — which  the  devil 
is  said  to  quote  on  special  occasions! 

Of  fine  spun  theories  on  political  economy,  I  do 
not  affect  to  know  any  thing — let  those  weave  them 
that  please,  and  dabble  in  them  who  may:  one  of 
the  common-sense  remarks  of  Franklin,  which 
always  came  home  to  the  feelings  of  a  man,  was 
worth  all  the  books  made  by  Adam  Smith  and  M 
Say — and  tiie  naked  fact,  the  horrible  fact  existing, 
that  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  as  such,  is  op- 
posed to  the  prosperity  of  his  neighbors  who  feed 
bim,  if  their  products,  of  any  description  whatever, 
are  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  such  products 
from  a  foreign  country,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  com- 
ment on  our  system  that  even  the  ultra  Mr.  Walsh, 
of  the  "National  Gazette,"  as  his  newspaper  is 
called,  will  be  at  a  loss  to  repel  the  force  of. — 
The  adamant  of  truth  will  laugh  at  musty  quota 
tions  of  Greek  and  Latin,  and  stale  extracts  from 
book-makers — hired,  perhaps,  hke  Johnson,  to  shew 
that  taxation  without  representation,  is  not  tyranny. 
The  plain  state  of  the  case  always  has  been,  now 
is,  and  ever  will  be,  that  the  revenue  system  of  a 
government,  if  dependent  on  imposts,  must  neces- 
sarily be  founded  upon  the  misery  of  the  importing 
or  the  misery  of  the  exporting  nation,  unless  there- 
is  a  perfect  reciprocity  between  them.*  Thus,  if 
■we  receive  British  cloths,  because  it  may  be  that 
they  can  manufacture  such  goods  at  a  cheaper  no- 
minal price  than  we  can,  whilst  they  refuse  to  re- 
ceive our  bread  stuffs  which  we  can  furnish  on 
more  reasonable  terms  than  Britons  can  supply 
themselves  at — their  labor  is  advanced  as  to  its 
means  of  producing  profit,  and  our's  lessened:  and 
the  duplicated  profit — or  rather,  profit  on  one  hand 
and  damage  on  the  other,  operates  to  the  advantage 
of  Britain — whether  it  is  for  the  comfort  of  her 
people  or  to  enable  her  government  to  malce  war, 
we  are  still  the  losers  —  because  commodity  is  not 
exchanged  for  commodity  on  equitable  terms:  and 


*It  is  hardly  possible  that  such  a  reciprocity 
ihould  exist.  One  man,  aided  by  labor-saving  ma 
chinery,  may  produce  as  much  as  a  Imndred  other 
men  without  it:  the  East  Indian  can  subsist  on  15 
ar  16  dollars  a  year,  and  live  as  well,  according 
to  his  notions  of  comfort,  as  an  American  can  on 
nany  times  that  sum— hence,  there  cannot  be  a  re 
:iprocity  in  the  exchange  of  commodities  produced 
jy  like  quantities  of  labor  in  the  two  countries, 
tiut  this  subject  embraces  one  of  the  most  inte- 
■eating  branches  of  political  economy,  and  shall 
iirnish  the  matter  of  an  essay,  in  which  produc- 
iuii  and  consumption  shall  be  considered:  the  one 
iKsisted  by  muchincry,  the  otiier  as  dependent  on 
.1.1  dice,  grown  miiy  necessity  by  use. 


the  consequence  is,  that  we  would  rake  the  domi- 
nions of  Pluto  for  gold  to  send  to  England  to  buy 
ner  merchandise,  for  revenue,  though  she  refuses 
our  produce  that  her  revenue  may  not  be  hazarded 
by  its  introduction.  To  use  a  vulgar  saying,  the 
wliole  matter  is  "like  the  handle  of  a  jug — all  on 
one  side." 

There  is  no  other  government  than  that  of  this 
republic,  delicately  declared   by  ourselves  to  be 
tlie  organ  of  "the  most  enlightened  people  in  the 
world,"  which  acts  upon  the  principle  of  depress- 
ing domestic  industry  for  its  own  support'     Many 
persons  have  laughed  at  a  true  stcr.y  that  I  told  in 
the  Register  about  a  hopeful  youth,  the  son  of  a. 
worthy  boot-maker,  who,  having  iaken  the  tour  of 
Europe,   through  the  liberal  means  afforded  his 
father  by  the  manufacture  of  boots  for  Americans, 
requested  the  parent  to  import  boots  from  London 
for  his  own  (the  silly  one's)  particular  use.     A 
farmer's  son  might  as  well  ask  his  father  to  import 
bread-stuffs;  or  recommend  that  he  should  suffer 
his  own  manure  to  be  wasted  and  buy  such  stuff  of 
the  more  prudent  and  saving:  the  smell  ef  it  being 
offensive  to  his  nobility,  tho-jgh  he  had  just  jump- 
ed out  of  a  dung-hill!     These  matters  make  us 
merry,  while  we  pity  the  idiot  things  that  desire 
them,  because  the  lunacy  is  directly  presented  to 
our  own  understandings — but  where  is  the  differ- 
ence, if,  by  the  encouragement  of  foreign  labor  in 
the  making  of  foreign  ck)th3,  we  suffer  labor  to  be 
wasted  at  home?     1  he  case  of  the  boot-maker's 
son  is  our  case — we  elect  men  to  office  and  feed 
them,  and  they,   in  return,  are  in  duty  bound,   to 
lessen  our  comforts  and  deny  us  the  means  of  en- 
joyment.— If  our  labor,  in  any  way  applied,  will 
enable  us  to  purchase  enough  of  imported  taxed 
goods  to  pay  them  their  salaries,  they  are  required 
to  look  on  with  complacency,  though  we  go  sup- 
perless  to  bed.     If  the  whole  territory  of  the  Unit» 
ed  States  was  divided  into  "ten  miles  squares,"  and 
each,  with  its  brigades   of  office  holders,    could 
draw  from  other  parts  the  handsome  salaries  ex- 
pended in  the  precious  spot  which  we  have  select- 
ed for  the  residence  of  our  consumers,  all  migh«: 
well  say,  "let  us  alone."     This  is  not  quite  hkely  to 
happen,  for  the  simple  reason  that  other  nations 
will  not  agree  to  support  such  legions  of  officers 
in  this  country,  though  they  may  talk  and  write 
ever  so  sweetly  or  ever  so  long! 

In  truth,  the  case  at  issue  in  the  United  States 
now  IS  between  tiie  producers  and  the  consumers : 
the  free  Uiiorers  oi  the  republic  and  those  who  deem 
labor  dishonorable.  "There  is  no  attribute  of  tlie 
AoiirjuTi"  that  can  take  a  part  on  the  side  of  the 
latter;  and  it  is  only  the  self-destroying  generosity 
of  the  former  that  tolerates  the  controversy.  Let 
the  free  laborers  say— this  policy  shall  be  changed, 
and  who  will  dare  to  resist  it.''  But  their  grand  er- 
ror IS  in  not  electing  for  their  representatives  men 
who  know  what  money  is — if  acquired  by  labor* 
They  pick  up  persons  to  make  sjjeeches  about  any 
thing-,  rather  than  to  do  their  will,  and  carry  into 
the  national  councils  the  uants  and  wishes  of  the 
country. 

I  do  not  claim  for  the  home  market  the  allowances 
and  bounties,  preference  and  protection,  afforded 
to  the  shipping  interest  in  the  United  States,  which 
actually  costs  us  about  two  millions  ofdollarsa-yeara. 
though  foreigners  would  bring  us  their  own  goods 
in  thtir  own  ships,  and  rulher  increase  than  dimin- 
ish the  revenue  said  to  be  derived  from  commerce— 
a  saying  that  is  not  true,  for  the  revenue  is  derived 
from  consumption.  A  man  would  be  thought  mad 
if  be  requested  that  ministers  should  be  sent   to 
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foreign  courts,  fleets  stationed  in  the  Mediterra- 
rtean,  and  ships  of  the  line,  frigates  and  smaller  ves- 
sels be  sent  to  cruise  in  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
oceans,  to  defend  the  property  and  persons  of  those 
«ngaged  in  raising  food  for  others  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  employed  in  making  cloth,  Sec  together 
creating  the  home-market,  though  that  market,  in 
its  mere  nominal  amount,  is  worth  many  times 
more  than  tiie  aggregate  of  the  foreign  trade.  But 
1  wish  that  some  little  attention  was  p;xid,  so  that 
it  would  he  compatible  in  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  to  love  and  resoect  his  neighbor,  wlio  should 
establish  a  manufactory  that  wotdd  draw  out  of  the 
streets  a  hundred  little  vagabonds,  render  them 
comfortable  by  employment,  and  raise  them  up  to 
become  useful  to  their  country,  instead  of  being 
burthensome  on  it. 

It  is  true,  however,  that  some  of  the  livers  on  the 
public  act  inconsistently  -if  they  have  sons  that  are 
hatters  or  bootmakers,  they  generally  prefer  to  ob 
tain  such  articles  from  them,  that  their  children 
may  live  by  their  businesses — and  others  prefer 
even  homemade  clothe,s,  though  every  yard  of 
cloth  used  by  them  may  keep  a  couple  of  dollars 
<3ut  of  the  treasury  from  whence  they  receive  their 
own  pay:  but  there  is  a  large  number  of  those  who 
maintain  a  consistency,  and  broadly  prefer  the  fo- 
reign to  the  domestic  fabrick,  fro^n  the  principle  of 
interest.  In  my  last  visit  to  Washington,  I  happen- 
ed to  mix  with  a  parcel  of  them,  and,  looking  for 
my  o'.vn  hat,  v/as  attracted  by  the  word  ••Lon- 
don" proudly  inserted  in  some  of  the  heap.  My 
curiosity  was  roused  to  discover  to  whom  they  be- 
longed; and,  so  far  as  I  ascertained  the  fact,  they 
"were  invariably  the  property  of  receivers  of  the 
public  money — and  one  of  these,  with  whom  I  at- 
tempted to  remonstrate,  frankly  justified  himself 
by  saying,  that  as  he  got  his  living  from  the  treisu- 
xy,  he  otight  to  aid  the  treasury:  against  which  I 
could  not  say  one  word,  for  there  was  a  consistency 
in  the  procedure  that  overthrew  me  at  once:  and 
this  is  the  condition  in  which  the  laboring  class 
stands  with  respect  to  the  consuming. 

ON  THE  nXANCES  OF  TtlE  V.  S. 

Jilr.  J^'iles — The  praise-worthy  attention  which 
▼ou  have  devoted  in  your  paper  to  an  examination 
of  the  finances  of  the  country,  upon  the  sound  state 
of  which  the  movements  of  the  government  entirrdy  ! 
depend,  induces  me  to  attract  your  notice  to  a  part ' 
of  the  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  tlie  trea-  [ 
surv,  which  I  do  not  comprehend,  for  the  purpose 
of  asking  you  or  some  of  your  intelligent  corres- 
pondents to  explain  it.  | 

In  the  7th  page  of  the  last  report,  (Dec.  10, 1821),  I 
I  find  the  following  sentence:  "But,  of  the  balances  ! 
*•  of  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  1821,  i 
*«  necessary  to  eftect  the  object  of  tliese  apprnpria- 
«•  tions,  exclusive  of  balances  which  will  not  be  re- 
«'  quired,  and  which  have  been  deducted  from  the 
"estimates  of  the  yea"  1822,  or  will  be  carried  to 
«'  the  account  of  the  surplus  fimd,  there  remains 
««the  sum  of  <^2,268,6ll  28 — which  is  an  existing 
«« charge  upon  the  revenue  of  1821,  and  exceeds 
«<  the  balance  estimated  to  be  in  the  treasury  on  the 
«« 1st  day  of  January  next,  by  ^490.962  70;"*--and 
on  the  opposite  page,  I  find  that  ''balances  of  mili- 
«'  tary  appropriations,  carried  to  the  account  of  the 
"  surplus  fund,"  amounting  to  ««S90,278  14,"  are 
set  down  as  a  part  of  the  ways  and  means  of  the 
;/ear  1821. 

•See  the  volume  of  the  Recisteh  just  closed,  page 


Judging  from  the  language  of  the  secretary,  M. 
would  seem  clear  that  he  is  speaking  of  app'oprin- 
tions  only — that  is,  of  demands  upon  the  treafury  au- 
thorized by  law — and  not  of  the  means  of  meelinr 
them.  Viewed  in  this  light,  a  man  of  plain  sense 
will  be  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  appropriations 
carried  to  the  surphis  fund,  that  is  to  say,  demand.^ 
■upon  the  treasury,  ivhich,  by  law,  are  cancelled,  can 
be  considered  in  the  light  oi'  means. 

To  me  it  appears  evident,  that  the  secretary  haa 
confounded  two  thinga  directly  opposite  in  their 
nature,  to  wit,  appropriations,  that  is,  demands  upon 
the  treasury  authorized  by  law,  with  the  means  of 
meeti-^tg  such  demands. 

I  hope,  Mr.  editor,  that  you,  who  have  paid  so 
much  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  finances,  or 
some  of  your  correspondents,  will  be  able  torecoi:- 
cile  this  apparent  inconsistency.         as  ixacinEU. 
Wasfdnqton  City,  Feb.  25. 

Brief  nejiAHK.  I  have  only  to  say  for  myself,  that 
when  I  was  engaged  in  a  careful  examination  of 
the  late  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the 
paragraph  ouoted  was  read  several  times  over  with 
a  view  to  catcli  its  meaning,  but  without  effect— 
and  so  passed  as  one  of  the  too  many  things  pub- 
lished nov/  o'  days,  which  it  seems  not  thought 
neceEsary  that  common  people  should  und'srsland. 
It  is  possible  that,  to  the  initiated,  the  meaning  of 
this  sentence  may  be  as  clear  as  day-light;  but,  to 
me,  it  is  covered  as  with  "the  tenebnous  gloom  tiiat 
obscures  the  dismal  night;"  translated  thus — the 
dark  darkness  that  darkens  the  dark,  i  cannot 
make  out  the  head  or  the  tail  of  it;  and  will  be  really- 
obliged  to  any  one  that  will  shew  ttie  plain  creditor 
and  debtor  sides  of  the  case,  as  to  the  business  of 
the  years  1821  and  1822.  Ed.  Reg. 

Lawtehs,  From  the  True  American.  Smollett, 
in  his  histery  of  England,  remarks,  that  one  of  the 
parliaments  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  in  1351, 
by  the  many  salutary  acts  which  distinguished  it, 
acquired  the  epithet  of  the  Blessed  Parli'iment— 
though  there  was  not  one  lawyer  in  either  house— 
the  practitioners  of  the  law  having  already  made 
such  proficiency  in  the  arts  of  their  calling  that  they 
were  expressly  excluded  from  sitting-  in  the  house 
of  commons. 

Were  the  people  of  this  country  to  profit  by  this 
fact  in  their  elections  of  members  of  congress,  it 
is  probable  that  they  would  have  much  less  cause 
of  complaint  than  they  now  have  of  high  wages, 
long  sessions,  much  said  and  little  done.  Phat 
the  body  of  lawyers  should  be  represented  in  con- 
gress in  proportion  to  their  numbers  would  seem 
to  be  right;  but  that  they  should  have  more  repre- 
sentatives there  than  all  other  professions  put  to- 
gether, two  to  one,  appears  to  be  neither  consist- 
ent with  justice  nor  policy. 


Report  OQ  Vaccination. 

Report  of  the  select  committee   appointed  to  ir.qvira 

■whether  it  be  necessary  to  modify  or   alter  the  law 

to  encourage  vaccination. 
Aereed  to  in  the  house  of  rr pr«t>ntat!ves  of  the  United  Smtej  od 
Friday,  Feb.  23d. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  refcjTed  the  reso- 
lution of  the  6th  inst.  directing  them  to  inquire 
whether  it  be  necessary  to  make  any  modificat'o;;^ 
of  the  law  passed  in  the  year  181.5,  entitled  "An 
act  to  encourage  vaccination,"  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  report: 

That  the  committee  have  not  deemed  it  necek- 
sary  to  repcrl  the  various  reSectiwa  vi'hicb  hav^ 
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presented  ihemselvcs  upon  the  subject  of  vaccina- 
tion, but  feel  a  confidence  in  the  belief,  that  the 
opinion,  heretofore  entertained  of  its  being"  a  pre- 
ventive of  the  small  pox,  is  well  founded,  and  be- 
lieve it  one  of  the  greatest  benefits  bestowed  upon 
tile  country,  and  one  which  ought  to  be  cherished 
by  every  citizen  of  the  republic. 

They  are  aware  thut  a  disease,  called  by  medi- 
cal gentlemen  varioloid,  has,  within  a  few  years 
pf»st,  made  its  appearance  in  Europe;  that  it  much 
resembles  the  small  pox;  and,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, has  been  as  fatal  as  that  disease  ever 
was;  none  are  exempt  from  its  influence,  neither 
those  who  have  had  the  small  pox,  nor  yet  those 
who  have  been  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the 
vaccine;  but  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  weight 
of  authority  seems  to  favor  a  belief,  that  all  those 
exposed  to  the  infection  of  the  latter,  suffer  much 
less  than  any  others. 

The  committee  have  seen,  with  pain  and  regret, 
the  occurrences  which  have  lately  transpired  in 
the  state  of  North  Carolina,  where  the  physicians 
in  that  part  of  the  country  believed  the  small  pox 
to  exist.  These  occurrences  were  of  such  a  cha- 
racter as  to  claim  their  attention,  particularly  as  the 
U  States'  vaccine  agent,  appointed  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  referred  to  in  the  resolution, 
seemed  to  create  a  doubt  as  to  the  efficacy  of  vac- 
cine in  the  prevention  of  small  pox,  and  left  the 
impression  equivocal,  whether  it  was  not  his  belief 
that  it  was  the  varioloid  disease  in  North  Carolina, 
produced  by  some  change  in  the  vaccine  matter 
whilst  on  its  way  to  a  physician  in  that  state,  to 
whom  he  had  sent,  or  whether  it  had  not  assumed 
that  character  from  the  circumstance  of  the  small 
pox  epidemic  in  the  neighborhood  from  whence 
it  was  sent.  They  have  forbone  to  remark  upon 
that  transaction,  as  the  vaccine  agent  has  since 
ascertained,  and  acknowledged,  tliat  it  was  the  ge- 
nuine small  pox  matter  he  had  sent  to  North  Ca- 
rolina, through  his  own  mistake,  which  at  once 
relieves  the  fears  of  those  who  doubt  the  efficacy 
of  the  cow  pox,  if  there  are  any  such;  and  dissi- 
pated tha  mist  which  hung  over  the  subject,  in  the 
opinion  of  all  who  did  not  doubt. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  disease  called 
varioloid  seems  to  partake  more  of  the  character 
of  small  pox  than  of  vaccine,  and  that  there  is  no 
fact,  within  the  scope  of  their  inquiry,  to  induce 
the  committee  to  believe  that  vaccine  ever  has  de- 
generated into  varioloid.  It  is  unquestionably 
true,  (hat  instances  have  occurred  where  persons 
have  taken  the  small  pox,  after  having  the  vaccine, 
though  such  instances  are  as  uncommon  as  it  is 
for  persons  to  take  the  small  pox  a  second  time. 

The  tranquility  of  settled  belief,  has  been  dis- 
turbed by  allusions  to  the  difficulty  of  seeming 
the  continuance  of  genuine  matter,  though  no 
doubt  is  entertained  by  your  committee  thiit  pro- 
per attention  will  overcome  every  obstacle  of  that 
kind,  eradicate  every  evil,and, finally, triumph  over 
prejudice  itself.  Some  reproach  may  have  been 
brought  upon  vaccination,  not,  however,  the  result 
of  any  well-founded  doubt  as  to  its  efficacy;  but 
from  the  ignorance  or  carelessness  of  those  who 
have  lised  it,  as  it  is  well  known  that  many  benevo- 
lent  persons  throughout  the  community  have  taken 
upon  themselves  to  vaccinate  their  friends  and 
others,  and,  doubtless,  have  done  much  good;  but 
if,  in  the  progress  of  time,  by  want  of  care,  the 
matter  shall  have  become  spurious,  there  is  not 
adequate  experience  to  detect  tlie  change,  and, 
consequently,  some  risk  of  exposing  the  person  to 
small  pox,  thereby  bringing  dar.ger  to  the  suiferer. 


and  unjust  reproach  to  the  cow  pox.  This  kind 
of  inoculation,  done  by  every  individual  who  feels 
charitably  inclined,  if  with  care,  is  not  disapproved 
of,  though  they  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  much  better  to  trust  it  to  the  judgment 
and  care  of  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  countvy. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  not  irrelevant  to 
state  a  few  prominent  facts  in  regard  to  the  ef- 
fects of  these  diseases  in  different  countries,  which 
will  more  clearly  shew  the  progress  of  opinion^ 
and  the  advantages  of  vaccination.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  there  is  authority 
for  estimating  the  deaths  in  the  natural  small  pox 
at  one  in  six;  and,  though  a  more  intimate  know- 
ledge of  that  malady,  together  with  any  benefit 
arising  from  inoculation,  may  have  put  it  more 
in  the  power  of  physicans  to  control  it,  yet,  in 
Great  Britain,  where  vaccination  is  less  attended 
to  than  vin  some  other  European  countries,  fifty 
thousand  persons  are  annually  destroyed  by  it. 
But,  even  there,  by  vaccination,  all  agree  the  waste 
of  human  life  has  been  lessened.  It  not  only  se- 
cures the  person  from  the  small  pox,  but  greatly 
lessens  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
varioloid  disease,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to 
highly  respectable  authority,  which  states  that,  at 
Millau,  in  France,  containing  about  eight  thousand 
inhabitants,  two  hundred  vaccinated  persons  took 
the  varioloid  disease,  and  every  one  recovered, 
whilst  two  hundred  persons  who  had  not  been  vac- 
cinated were  destroyed. 

In  Denmark,  by  the  care  which  the  government 
has  taken  to  cause  the  people  to  vaccinate,  the 
small  pox  no  longer  exists.  This  remedy  was  in- 
troduced into  that  country  about  the  year  1800, 
by  laws  which  were  vigilantly  enforced.  By  these 
laws  it  was  ordered  that  no  person  should  be  re- 
ceived at  confirmation,  admitted  to  any  school, 
bound  apprentice  to  any  trade,  or  married,  who 
had  not  been  vaccinated,  unless  they  had  under- 
gone the  small  pox.  A  just  idea  may  be  formed 
of  the  benefits  which  have  resulted  to  Denmark — 
a  country  where  the  preservation  of  human  life  is 
more  the  object  of  governmental  care  and  solici- 
tude than  almost  any  other — when  it  is  known 
that  the  city  of  Copenhagen  alone,  during  the 
twelve  years  preceding  the  introduction  of  the 
vaccine,  lost  by  the  small  pox  five  thousand  five 
hundred  of  its  inhabitants.  In  the  year  1805  not 
one  death  occurred  in  the  whole  Danish  domi- 
nions from  the  small  pox.  Prussia  has  made 
many  wise  regulations  favorable  to  vaccination, 
which  have  produced  highly  beneficial  results. 
Formerly,  the  small  pox  was  believed  to  destroy 
about  forty  thousand  persons  annually  in  that 
kingdom.  In  1817,  by  this  mild  and  entirely 
safe  remedy,  the  deaths  were  reduced  to  two  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  forty,  so  that  the  proportion 
of  deaths  from  small  pox  to  those  from  ether  causes, 
had  been  reduced  from  o-ne  in  seven,  down  to  one  in 
one  hundred  and  four. 

It  is  believed  that  the  principality  of  Anspach, 
in  Bavaria,  containing  a  population  of  236,406  in- 
dividuals,  lost  five  hundred  annually  in  1797,  1798 
and  1799;  and  in  the  year  1800  there  perished  1609 
persons  of  that  disease;  but,  so  clear  and  distinct 
have  been  the  effects  of  vaccination,  that,  from  the 
year  1809  to  the  year  1819,  only  five  cases  have 
occurred,  and  not  one  death. 

In  France,  prizes  are  given  to  the  surgeons  who 
have  annually  vaccinated  the  greatest  number  of 
persons. 

Tn  Lombardy,  in  the  ytfslr  1808,  in  Milan  and  Gte- 
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neva,  vaccination  was  believed  to  have  extirpated 
the  small  pox. 

It'  the  statements  of  inteM;^er,t  travellers  ought 
to  be  taken  as  evidence  lipon  a  subject  uf  this  Kiud, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  vaccination  has  ope- 
rated the  same  benf  ficial  effects  in  South  America 
which  it  has  done  in  Europt;  and  the  journals  of 
our  own  country  bear  testimony  to  is  great  and 
increasing  g'ood  througliout  thr  republic. 

The  committee  have  viewed,  with  attention  and 
concern,  the  promi-'gation  of  opinions  'end  ng  to 
lessen  the  just  confi  lence  of  the  community  in  tlie 
efficacy  of  vaccination,  from  the  circumstance  of 
there  bt- ing  present  slight  aftectio'.s  of  the  skin, 
ulceration,  or  vascular  disease  They  wdl  not 
undertake  to  decide  what  may  be  tlie  effect  of 
diseases  of  this  character  upon  the  result  of  vacci 
nation,  when  they  have  affected  the  constitution 
of  the  individual,  but  think  it  doiner  no  violence  to 
the  opinions  of  those  wiio  have  adopted  such,  to 
consider  them  as  a  class  distinct  from  the  mass  of 
the  community.  They  are  inclined  to  believe  tliat 
the  constitution  of  the  individual  vaccinated,  with 
other  causes,  may  vary  the  appearance  of  the  dis- 
ease in  some  degree,  but  not  to  chang**  its  charac- 
ter; to  do  that,  there  would  be  partial  causes,  easily 
detected  and  easily  understood. 

The  committee,  from  all  the  reflection  which 
they  have  been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  subject, 
are  of  opinion  that  no  modification  of  the  law  is 
necessary,  as  its  provisions  put  it  amply  in  the 
power  of  those  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  it, 
to  punish  abuses  whenever  any  exist.  They  there- 
fore recommend  the  adoptien  of  the  following  re 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  re- 
fferred  to  them  by  the  resolution  of  the  6th  inst. 


Forei2;n  Articles. 

HATTI. 

It  is  now  said  that  all  the  inhabitants  in  the  late 
-Spanish  part  of  this  island  have  made  their  submis- 
sion to  and  requested  to  become  members  of  the 
Haytian  republic.  President  Boyer  was  about  to 
march  some  troops  into  the  country — which,  what- 
ever may  be  its  capacities,  has  been  shamefully  ne- 
glected by  the  mother  country.  The  inhabitants, 
it  is  said,  do  not  exceed  40,000.  It  appears  that, 
in  the  first  instance,  the  people  of  the  city  of  St. 
Domingo  had  opposed  this  incorporation — but  they 
afterwards  acceded  to  it. 

The  latest  accounts  inform  us  that  the  city  of 
St.  Domingo  was  taken  possession  of  by  Boyer, 
■with  7000  men,  and  that  the  whole  island  was  now 
held  under  his  authority. 

The  imports  of  Port  au  Prince  for  the  last  six 
months  of  1821,  are  estimated  to  have  cost  in  the 
United  States  427,000  clollars.  \mong  the  articles 
were  36,710  bbls.  flour,  and  two  millions  feet  of 
lumber,  with  large  quantities  of  beef,  pork  and 
hams,  he. 

PERU. 

Lord  Cochrane  appears  to  have  entered  Lima 
in  triumph.  He  was  seated  in  a  magnificent  chariot, 
drawn  by  four  cream-colored  horses,  received  by 
the  local  authorities  with  the  greatest  respect,  and 
afterwards  met  by  the  archbishop,  bishops  and  the 
whole  of  their  corps — and  then  conducted  to  a 
splendid  banquet  prepared  for  him,  at  which  were 
present  gen.  San  Martin  and  all  the  chief  persons 
of  the  city  and  neighborhood.  Another  account 
represents  hira  in  the  most  odLo'13  light  for  robbing' 


II'-  government  ot  Uhdi  oi  6  or  7uu,00U  dodars, 
wiiich  ban  Muriin  had  collected  on  pubLc  account 
— and  that  th^se  two  chiefs  were  completely  at 
issue.  The  admiral  ketps  ■  lose  to  his  slip,  and  is 
reported  fearful  of  trusting  himself  on  shore,  lest 
the  general  might  put  him  in  jirison.  But  we 
should  bt-  slow  to  believe  these  thjigs— Coc'ranC 
has,  probably,  off'endtd  many  that  were  engagcti  ivi 
an  illegal  trade,  as  well  as  injured  si  mc  that  he 
ought  not  to  have  molested:  on  the  whole,  how. 
ever,  his  character  se-ms  bad. 

CotOTHBIA. 

The  Caraccas  Gaz.tte  gnes  us  the  names  of  the 
departments  of  the  republic  and  of  the  senators 
then  from,  in  the  present  congress.  The  depart- 
ments are  —  Venezuela,  Sulia,  Boyacca,  Cundinar- 
maca,  \)agdalena,  Cauca,  and  Orinoco. 

Each  of  ihesc  seven  departments  (says  the  Au- 
rora) have  an  executive  officer,  whose  functions  re? 
semble  those  of  the  governors  of  our  states;  and 
each  contains  within  itself  all  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment—legislation  only  excepted,  which  is  only  in 
the  congress,  consisting  of  a  senate  and  house  of 
representatives,  populariy  elected. — Each  depart- 
ment has  its  own  treasury,  its  own  judiciary,  and 
there  is  no  appeal  out  of  the  department  to  any 
other  court.  The  department  of  Orinoco,  we  pre- 
sume, consists  of  all  that  is  east  of  Venezuela  pro-<. 
per.  The  department  of  Sulia,  comprehends  Ma- 
racaibo,  Merida,  &c.  and  takes  its  name  from  a  fine 
river,  which  descends  into  the  south  west  angle  of 
the  lake  of  "aracaibo,  which  is  the  shortest  route 
to  the  capital  city  of  Bogota, 

The  geographical  position  of  the  rest,  point  out 
their  circle  of  authority 

Two  thousand  men  have  been  sent  by  the  Colom- 
bians from  Carthagena  to  garrison  tlie  important 
posts  of  Porto  Bello  and  Panama,  at  which  the  roy- 
al  authority  was  lately  shaken  off-  and  the  royal 
forces  made  prisoners  of.  Porto  Cavello  and  Mara- 
caibo  was  still  possessed  by  the  forces  of  Spain,  but 
their  surrender  was  immediately  expected,  ffoli- 
var  remained  the  darling  of  the  people.  The  Bri- 
tish legion  had  been  reduced  to  3n0  men,  by  disease 
and  battle.  Gen.  Devereux  was  in  arrest  for  having 
asaulted  and  benten  the  vice  president  of  the  repub- 
lic The  B.iiish  have  chiejiy  monopolized  the  trade 
of  this  ve-j.'  nation. 

An  official  despatch  from  the  patriot  general 
Montilla,  statf-sthat,  at  the  capture  of  Carthagena, 
he  had  taken  s-veral  milUons  of  dollars,  3500  quin- 
tals uf  gunpowder,  1300  quintals  of  lead,  3000  stand 
of  arms,  and  a  full  park  of  artillery. 

MEXICO. 

General  Long,  as  he  is  called,  it  will  be  recollect- 
ed, was  captured,  with  his  handful  of  adiierents,  by 
the  patriots  of  .Mexico,  who,  it  was  thought,  would 
treat  him  and  them  as  bandits  and  ro'ibers:  but  it 
is  stated  that  he  ind  them  have  been  taken  into  the 
service.  His  new  rank  is  not  stated,  but  his  follow- 
ers are  iaid  to  receive  one  dollar  per  day. 
Official  report  from  his  excellency  general  O' Donoju 
to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  -war, 

«<My  letters  of  the  31st  of  July  and  13th  current, 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  your  excel- 
lency must  have  excited  the  compassion  of  his  ma- 
jesty for  the  state  in  which  I  found  this  kingdom  .:n 
arriving  at  Vera  Cruz.  Vly  situ.Uion  there  v.cs  th.; 
most  difficult  tiiat  ever  public  functionary  v/:is  ex- 
posed to;  the  most  critical  and  the  m-.^t  dcp^ratt . 
neither  in  militai^  force,  in  wiiich  I  './.^s  dcfio!;-ii'. 
in  public  opinion,  which  wasdecivled  aTidprono'ir.c;- 
ed  against  me;  or  in  time, for  every  thin;?  wxs  don- . 
could  I  fiiid  a  clue  fo;-  fi'a'lcatinj  in}"Sjli'fro.Ti  thii 
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labyrinth  which  fate  had  conducted  me  into.  [  Af- 
ter  enumerating  much  personal  distress  and  em- 
barrassment, the  general  proceeds:] 

In  all  the  provinces  of  New  Spain  independence 
had  been  proclaimed;  all  the  cities  had  thrown  open 
their  gates,  either  by  force  or  capitulation,  to  the 
defenders  of  libertj'.  There  was  an  army  of  30,000 
men,  of  all  arms,  organized  and  disciplined;  an 
armed  people,  amongst  whom  liberal  ideas  had  been 
most  powerfujl}''  propagated,  and  who  recollected 
the  weakness  (which  they  qualify  by  other  names) 
of  their  previows  governors,  directed  by  men  of 
character  and  talents,  and  a  chief  at  the  head  of 
the  army,  who  knew  how  to  excite  them  to  enthu- 
siasm, who  had  gained  their  confidence  and  affec- 
tions; who  had  always  led  them  to  victory,  and  who 
had  in  his  favor  all  the  fascinations  which  usually 
surround  heroes:  the  European  troops  were  de- 
serting by  bands,  seeking  and  finding  employment 
with  the  enemy,  the  officers  doing  the  same — in 
this  following  the  example  which  had  been  set 
them  by  their  chiefs;  Vera  Cruz,  Acapulco,  and 
Piraie  remained;  but  the  latter  had  engaged  to 
capitulate  when  the  capital  should  do  so,  and  the 
former,  without  fortifications  capable  of  resisting  a 
siege;  without  a  sufficient  garrison,  with  thousands 
of  partizans  of  independence  within  her  walls,  and 
the  interests  of  the  neighborhood  in  opposition. 
Mexico  stillremained  to  us:  but  in  what  a  state!  The 
vice-roy  deposed  by  his  own  troops,  who,  by  that 
act,  had  forfeited  every  claim  to  confidence;  their 
number  not  exceeding  2,500  Europeans,  with  about 
as  many  more  natives,  including  regulars,  provirj- 
cials  and  city  guards;  myself  besieged  from  the 
moment  I  put  my  foot  on  shore,  without  corres- 
.pondence  with  the  interior,  witliout  provisions, 
vithout  money;  the  provinces  in  that  state  of  dis- 
order and  impoverishment  which  is  naturally  con- 
sequent to  an  intestine  war  of  this  character;  the 
hands  required  by  agriculture  and  the  arts  called 
off  to  bear  arms,  and  with  them  to  cause  disaster 
and  devastation;  commerce  paralyzed:  the  trea- 
sures of  Europe,  amounting  to  many  millions  of 
dollars,  detained,  some  in  Mexico,  others  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  all  without  the  pos- 
sibility of  arriving  into  the  possession  of  their  pro- 
prietors, thus  ruining  the  fortunes  of  thousands  of 
opulent  famihes  of  this  and  that  continent— a  ruin 
^vhich  would  be  felt  by  Spain  for  ages;  in  such  a 
situation,  and  without  instructions  from  the  govern- 
ment applicable  to  the  case,  I  resolved  to  re  em- 
bark and  return  to  the  peninsula.  But  it  distressed 
me  to  think  of  abandoning  two  great  nations  thus 
to  their  fate,  and  1  revolved  in  my  mind  incessantly 
a  thousand  ideas,  witliout  being  able  to  fix  upon 
any  one.  That  of  negociation  appeared  to  be  the 
only  one  practicable.  But  with  what  hope  could  I 
flatter  myself  of  obtaining  any  thing  advantageous 
to  my  country?  Wiio  is  ignorant  that  a  negociator 
without  force,  is  in  the  predicament  of  agieeing  to 
what  is  proposed  to  him,  rather  than  of  proposing 
what  may  be  tlie  advantage  of  the  nation  he  repre- 
sents? Nevertheless,  I  determined  to  try  tliis  ex- 
treme, and,  in  effect,  1  prepared  the  public  mind 
for  it  by  my  proclamation  of  the  3d  August,  which 
I  threw  out  to  do  what  it  could.  It  was  not  seen 
with  displeasure,  though  bitterly  criticised  by  some 
writers;  and,  as  soon  as  it  appeared  to  me  to  have 
sufficiently  circulated,  I  sent  to  the  supreme  cliief 
•  j  ia^"  the  imperial  army  two  messengers  with  a  letter, 
'"in  which  I  assured  him  of  the  liberal  ideas  of  the 
government,  of  the  paternal  feelings  of  the  king, 
of  my  own  sincerity  and  desire  to  contribute  to 
the  general  welijire,  and  inviting  a  conference.    I 


received  one  from  the  same  chief,  who,  on  seeing 
my  proclamation,  also  sent  commissioners  to  me, 
proposing  a  meeting.  I  jepeat  that  I  never  did 
expect  from  this  conference  any  result  that  could 
be  useful  to  my  country;  but  resolved  to  propose 
what,  under  all  the  circumstances,  might,  perhaps, 
be  agreed  to.  I  determined  never  to  accede  to 
what  was  not  just  and  decorous,  at  the  risk  of  re- 
maining a  prisoner  with  the  independents,  should 
they  fail  in  good  faith,  (which,  unhappily,  is  a  case 
of  too  frequent  occurrence).  I  left  Vera  Cruz  to 
treat  in  Cordova  with  Iturbide;  the  result  of  our 
meeting  is  contained  in  No.  1,  which  is  a  copy  of 
our  convention.  I  know  not  if  I  have  surrendered; 
but  I  know  that  the  joy  which  1  experienced  on 
seeing  this  convention  signed  by  Iturbide,  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  people  and  army  of  Mexico,  can 
only  be  equalled  by  that  of  learning  that  it  has  been 
approved  by  his  majesty  and  the  cortes.  I  hope  to 
receive  this  approbation  when  I  reflect  that  all  was 
lost  without  remedy,  and  that  all  is  now  gained, 
except  what  must  have  been  lost  a  few  months, 
sooner  or  later. 

The  independence  of  Mexico  was  achieved,  and 
there  is  no  power  on  earth  capable  of  depriving  her 
of  it.  We  ourselves  have  demonstrated  what  a  whole 
people  are  capable  of  doing  when  determined  to 
be  free,  It  was  necessary  that  Mexico  should  be 
recognized  as  a  nation  sovereign  and  independent, 
and  be  designated  in  future  the  Mexican  empire. 

Monarchy,  when  constitutionally  modified,  is  the 
best  known  form  of  government  for  countries  com- 
bining a  considerable  extent  of  territory  and  popu- 
lation with  education  and  intelligence,  which  ren- 
der despotism  insupportable,  and  which,  at  the 
same  time,  do  not  possess  all  the  virtues  necessary 
for  the  support  of  republics  or  federative  states. 
These  facts  controlled  the  agreement  to  the  2d 
article. 

A  people  who  constitute  for  themselves  a  form 
of  government,  have  the  unquestionable  right  of 
electing  the  prince  who  is  to  govern  them:  this 
election  is  indisputably  spontaneous  and  free;  and, 
from  the  lights  which  history  sheds  upon  the  sub- 
ject,  it  generally  falls  on  some  individual  of  the 
country,  commonly  the  most  audacious,  often  on 
him  who  disposes  of  the  public  armed  force,  some- 
times on  him  who  has  most  friends,  and  rarely  on 
the  most  virtuous;  but,  on  this  occasion,  to  the  glo- 
ry of  Spain,  one  of  her  princes  was  elected  to  the 
Mexican  empire.  Don  Fernando  YH.  is  the  first 
named  in  anicle  '3d,  and  successively  in  order  of 
majority,  his  august  brothers  and  nephew. 

The  4th  article  does  not  require  explanation;  it 
is  of  no  importance  to  Spaniards,  And  if  Mexico, 
by  its  geographical  position,  is  not  the  best  seat  of 
government,  other  reasons  confi;'m  te  it  this  distinc- 
tion. 

The  fulfilment  of  tlie  5th  article  is  dictated  by 
the  due  consideration  and  affection  for  his  majesty 
of  the  Mexican  people  and  myself,  and  in  consi- 
deration of  the  general  desire  that  the  coming  of 
the  emperor  should  not  be  dela3'ed.  1  have  direct- 
ed don  Pedro  Dcval  and  don  Martin  Jose  de  Olac- 
chia,  to  deliver  this  letter  into  the  hands  of  your 
excellency,  wlio  will  have  the  goodness  to  lay  it 
before  the  king,  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  the 
treaty  of  Cordova,  hoping  that  he  will  deign  to  re- 
ceive it  graciously,  &c. 

The  following  articles,  to  the  14th  inclusive,  re- 
late to  internal  dispositions,  providing  for  the  main- 
tenance of  order  and  the  supj^ression  of  anarchy, 
guaranteeing  the  fulfilment  of  what  is  agreed  to, 
and  procuring  by  all  means  their  success;  only  in 
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the  8th  article  it  is  remarkable,  that  I  am  named 
on  the  spot  a  member  of  the  provisional  govern- 
ment,  for  the  reasons  therein  expressed,  and  to 
which  I  did  not  object;  as  my  presence  in  the  junta 
appeared  to  me  useful,  where  I  may  always  influ- 
ence  any  discussion  relative  to  the  interest  of  my 
country:  my  functions  ceasing  at  the  momentwhen, 
conformably  to  the  3d  article,  the  general  cortes 
shall  assemble,  but  remaining  in  the  empire  until 
the  arrival  of  the  monarch,  or  until  I  receive  orders 
irom  my  government.  No.  2,  is  a  copy  of  the  de- 
claration of  Iguala,  which  is  referred  to. 

Articles  15th  and  l6th  secure  life  and  property 
to  Europeans;  before,  the  first  was  exposed  and 
the  second  lost. 

To  article  16th  I  could  not  object.  How,  indeed, 
could  1  refuse  to  recognize  a  right,  which  is  inhe- 
rent in  every  people,  of  commanding  within  their 
own  territory?  Or  to  what  is  expressed  in  the  17th 
article?  The  evacHation  of  the  capital  was  neces- 
sary, indispensable;  the  honor  of  our  arms  was  pro- 
vided for,  and  the  capital  saved  from  bloodshed  and 
riiin." 


Congressional  Debate. 

Brief  sketch  of  proceedings,  Wednesday,  Feb.  20tfi, 
on  the  military  appropriation  bill. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Little  in 
the  chair),  to  take  into  consideration  the  bill  for 
making  appropriations  for  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-two. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  (chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  who  reported  the  bill), 
moved  to  fill  the  blank  "for  the  pay  of  the  army 
and  subsistence  of  the  officers,"  with  the  sum  of 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand  nine  hun- 
rded  and  seventeen  dollars. 

Mr.  Baldwin  wished,  before  an  appropriation  of 
this  sort  was  made,  to  see  a  plain  statement  of  the 
revenue  of  the  country.  He  was  unwilling  to  go 
on,  until  he  knew  the  footing  on  which  our  finan- 
cial concerns  really  stood.  He  was  willing  to  cut 
the  expenses  down — he  cared  not  how  high, 
nor  how  deep  it  cut — bat  so  far  as  to  meet  the  re- 
venue. The  house  was  now  called  upon  to  pass  a 
bill  for  the  appropriation  of  a  large  sum.  Before 
he  could  accede  to  it,  he  wished  to  see  a  plain  tan- 
gible matter-of  fact  statement  of  the  revenue,  and 
then  the  house  could  shape  its  measures  accord- 
ingly: 

He  was  not  prepared  to  vote  for  borrowing  mo- 
ney, nor  was  he  inclmed  to  appropriate  large  sums 
in  the  dark,  without  knowing  from  what  quarter 
they  were  to  be  met.  He,  therefore,  moved  that 
the  committee  rise  and  report  progress  on  this  bill, 
-with  a  view  to  postponing  the  final  decision  on  it, 
to  a  later  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  last  year  for  the  support  of  the  milita- 
ry establishment  were  exhausted.  We  are  now 
two  months  on  the  new  year,  and  there  is  nothing 
wherewith  to  pay  the  demands  on  tliat  department. 
Is  this,  then,  he  asked,  the  proper  time  to  delay? 
"VVas  it  expected  that  the  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment should  make  personal  advances?  Certainly 
not — and  neither  the  army,  nor  the  revolutionary 
pensioners  could  be  paid.  Che  payment  of  the  lat- 
ter had  been  deferred  last  September,  and  now  an 
instalment  became  due  early  in  March.  They 
were  suffering  for  the  want  of  it.  The  passage  of 
tbiB  bill  would  not  ftt  all  interfere  vith  any  proj^o- 


sitions  for  economical  reform  which  gentlemen 
might  thing  proper  to  make.  It  was  only  intend- 
ed to  meet  the  demands  tliat  arise  from  laws  now 
in  existence,  and  which  the  faith  of  the  government 
is  pledged  to  fulfil.  Mr.  S.  was  disposed  to  enter 
fully  into  the  views  of  gentlemen,  with  regard  to 
any  proper  retrenchment,  where  it  did  not  involve 
a  denial  of  justice  and  legal  right.  He  also  expres- 
sed his  confidence  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury.  He  was  satisfied  that  there  was  such  a 
revival  of  commerce  that  the  revenue  would  be 
adequate  to  the  expenditure,  and  he  saw  no  neces- 
sity that  the  committee  should  rise. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  was  not  disposed  to  throu" 
any  embarrassments  in  the  way  of  the  committee  that 
had  reported  the  bill.  Yet  he  thought  it  the  dic- 
tate of  wisdom  and  prudence,  to  halt  at  this  step, 
and  reflect  upon  the  situation  of  the  revenue,  be- 
fore these  appropriations  were  made.  From  his 
acquaintance  with  the  proceedings  of  the  house,  he 
had  been  led  to  observe  that  they  were  too  often 
driven  to  make  appropriations  by  the  pressure  of 
circumstances.  At  those  sessions  that  are  termi- 
nated by  law  on  the  4th  of  March,  the  appropria- 
tion bills  have  been  usually  presented  a  few  days 
before  its  close,  and  we  are  compelled  to  pass  them 
without  much  examination  of  the  details,  for  fear  it 
should  not  become  a  law  within  the  constitutional 
term,  and  a  violation  of  the  faith  of  the  nation  re- 
sult as  a  consequence.  At  those  sessions,  on  the 
other  hand,  where  the  term  is  unlimited,  we  are 
met  with  a  bill  for  partial  appropriations  to  sup- 
ply the  exigencies  of  the  first  part  of  the  year,  and 
which  we  are  always  told  is  to  be  deducted  from 
the  general  appropoiation  bill,  and  then  this  gene- 
ral appropriation  bill  is  introduced  at  a  period  too 
late,  or  under  circumstances  too  urgent  to  allow  of 
that  strict  scrutiny  which  it  was  both  the  right  and^ 
the  duty  of  this  house  to  make.  Mr.  W.  thought  the 
first  and  most  obvious  inquiry  was,  whether  we 
have  the  money?  This  was  a  question  to  be  put 
at  the  threshold,  and  he  thought  the  inquiry  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Baldwin), 
had  not  been  answered.  If  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  would  give  an  assu- 
rance that  no  bill  shall  be  reported,  to  authorize  the 
borrowing  of  money,  or  laying  a  tax,  and  that  there 
would  be  money  enough  in  the  treasury  to  meet  all 
the  demands  upon  it  for  the  expenditures  of  the 
current  year,  he  should  be  disposed  to  acquiesce 
in  the  passage  of  the  bill,  which  that  committee 
had  reported. 

Mr.  Siiith,\n  reply,  observed, that,  so  long  as  the 
law  on  the  statute  book  remained  unrepealed,  the 
expenditure  authorized  by  it  must  be  provided  for 
and  met,  or  the  faith  of  the  government  must  be 
violated.     And,  in  answer  to  the  gentlemen  from 
Pennsylvania    and  North   Carolina,  he  could  say, 
that,  beyond  the  necessary  disbursements  already 
authorized  and  directed  by  law,  this  bill  did  not 
ask  for  the  appropriation  of  a  single  cent.     It  was 
not  for  him,  iiowever,. to  answer  all  the  inquiries 
j  that  had  been  put;  nor  was  he  authorized  so  to  do 
'•  as  chairman  of  the  committee  of  wa3's  and  means. — 
I  i'liey  had  not  been  consulted  upon  thein.     Yet,  as 
;  an  individual  member  of  the  house,  he  would  s^y, 
I  tliat,  in  his  opinion,  no  bill  would  be  presented  by 
t  that  committee  to  authorise  a  loan  or  to  levy  a  tax, 
!  thougli  he  thouglit  tliey  would  probably  report  a 
revenue  bill,  wliich  should  be  calculated  to  i-^crease 
I  the  revenue.     And,  us  an  individual,  he  would  fur- 
ther give  it  as  his  opinion,  tli.it  the  revenue  would 
be  adequate  to  the  expenditure  of  the  current  year, 
over  and  above  the  unavailable  funds.    The  geo- 
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fleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  wished  for  a  tangible 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  revenue,  &c.  \ 
reference  to  the  past  experience  of  the  country 
would  convince  the  gentleman  that  such  a  state 
ment  was  impracticable,  8ic.  It  had  formerly  been 
the  practice  to  make  the  estimates  upon  a  basis 
calculated  upon  an  averaere  of  three  preceding 
years.  But,  adverting  to  tlie  condition  of  the  cotin- 
try.  in  relation  to  the  revenue  department,  for  se- 
veral years  past,  Mr.  S.  said  that  calculations,  bot- 
tonried  on  principles  which,  till  the  recent  extraor- 
dinary fluctuations  in  our  commerce,  had  been 
found  safe  and  correct,  would  now  be  fallacious. — 
He  concluded  by  expr-'ssinsT  his  belief  that  we 
could  not  rely  on  calculations  m^de  by  comparing' 
the  past  with  the  future;  but,  in  view  of  the  present 
condition  of  commerce,  he  thonc;'ht  it  fair  to  con- 
clude that  the  income  of  the  present  year  would  be 
adequate  to  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  Baldwin  did  not  wish  to  examine  the  merits 
of  the  act  of  1816,  (to  which  the  g'entleman  from 
Maryland  had  alluded)?  and  he  was  sorrv  the  case 
©f  the  revolutionary  pensioners  could  not  be  at- 
tended to,  and  their  wants  supplied,  without  draw- 
ing'after  them  other  appropriations,  on  which  he 
thought  sufficient  information  had  not  been  yet 
been  obtained.  The  bill  was  reported  yesterday. 
It  was  laid  on  our  tables  this  morning,  and  is  not 
yet  dry;  and  if  he  felt  himself  faulty  in  relation  to 
this  subject,  it  was  in  forbearing  too  long,  rather 
than  in  coming  forwai'd  too  soon,  to  express  his 
unwillingness  to  commit  the  nation  to  such  an  ex- 
penditure, without  knowing  on  what  foundation 
the  public  credit  was  placed.  He  respected  the 
opinions  of  the  gentleman  From  Maryland  as  much 
as  any  other  gentleman,  but  the  individual  opi- 
nions  of  a  member  were  not  a  ground  on  which 
it  was  safe  for  a  legislative  body  to  act.  They  in- 
volved  no  responsibility.  'By  a  former  report  from 
the  treasury  department,  the  revenue  of  1822  was 
to  exceed  the  expenditure  by  §55,200,000,  and 
where  is  this  surplus?  He  would  consent  to  this  ap- 
propriation if  it  was  to  be  limited  to  that  surplus 
fund:  but  it  was  not;  and  the  prophecies  of  four 
years  having  turned  out  to  be  incorrect,  he  was  ins- 
tified  in  judging  of  the  future  by  the  past.  He  felt 
it  unsafe  to  adjust  the  appropriations  upon  any  cal- 
culations of  average:  nor  was  he  disposed  to  score 
down  the  treasury  reports,  like  the  forecasts  of  an 
almanac  that  predicts,  that,  about  these  days  vou 
may  expect  to  meet  fair  weather  at  the  bottom. 
He  would  proceed  with  any  g<'ntlemen  and  cut 
down  expenditure,  strike  where  it  would,  until  it 
met  the  revenue.  He  wished  to  see  where  the'reve- 
nue  really  was.  It  had  been  the  practice,  year  after 
year,  to  talk  of  balances.  But  where  were  they? 
In  the  air — and  if  balances  in  the  air  would  meet 
the  solid  appropriations  of  the  house,  there  wonld 
be  less  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Mr. 
B.  then  adverted  to  the  statistical  account  of  the 
condition  of  the  treasury,  to  shew  that,  by  the  real 
situation  of  available  funds,  the  treasury  was  ac- 
tually in  arrear  by  much  more  thrn  a  million  of 
dollars.  The  time  had  come  wlien  in  his  opinion, 
it  was  necessary  to  make  a  serious  and  earnest  call 
for  the  true  condition  of  that  deoartmf  nt.  Yrar 
after  rear  reports-had  been  ma'le,  and  the  only 
difference  between  them  seemed  to  be  in  the  mag 
nitude  of  the  errors  they  contained.  There  was 
one  thing  at  all  hazards,  which  it  was  Uie  duty  of 
this  house  to  sustain — and  that  was  the  credit  of 
the  nation.  Let  this  bill  then  be  postponed  until 
proper  inquiry  be  made  into  thnt  subiect. 

Mr.  Cambrelen^  was  opposed  to  t'ae  motion  to 


rise  and  report,  He  said  that  many  of  his  consti- 
tuents were  creditors  of  the  government,  with 
whom  it  was  a  rule  to  allosv  no  interest.  One  indi- 
vidual had  a  claim  of  50,000  dollars,  which  was  uq- 
paid;  and  he  thought  an  immediate  appropriation 
ought  to  be  made,  to  meet  the  demands  upon  the 
government,  &  :.  &c.  Mi  C.  said,  hethoug'itltiat, 
on  this  subject,  thi:  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Baldwin),  had  brought  to  btar,  a  gloom  that 
had  haunted  his  mind  for  four  years  past,  and  had 
led  him  into  error.  He  (Vlr.  G  )  wanted  no  alma- 
nac to  convince  him  that  the  revenue  was  improv- 
ing; and  he  exhibited  a  statement  to  she^v  that  such 
was  the  fact,  particularly  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
There  was  a  general  revival  of  industry  and  trade 
in  the  United  Slates;  and  whether  the  funding  sys- 
tem was  continued  or  not,  he  deemed  somewhat 
immaterial — nor  did  it  increase  the  aggregate  of 
national  wealth,  if  one  department  was  enabled  to 
borrow  money  from  another;  but  he  would  stake 
his  reputation,  as  a  prophet,  upon  the  prediction, 
that  the  revenue  of  the  next  year  would  exceed 
the  calculations  of  the  treasury  by  more  than  two 
millions. 

Mr  Bald-ivin  was  aware  of  the  situation  in 
which  he  was  placed,  but  wished  to  be  allowed 
to  be  supposed  to  be  capable  to  think  of  one 
thing  at  a  time.  He  did  not,  on  the  present  oc- 
C'asion,  rise  to  advance  any  doctrines  as  a  radical, 
nor  was  it  fair  to  suppose  that  he  could  have  no- 
thing but  the  tariff  in  his  mind.  With  respect  to 
the  prediction  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr  Cambreleng)  he  was  disposed  to  give  it  as 
much  credit  as  to  other  dreams  and  fantasies  of 
the  brain.  If,  however,  the  gentleman  would  give 
bond,  with  good  surety,  to  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed  Stale-s,  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  vision,  it  would 
then  be  time  for  the  house  to  receive  it  as  a  basis 
of  appropriation.  It  was  proper,  in  such  cases,  that 
the  house  should  know  on  what  basis  the  predic- 
tion was  founded.  A  calculation  had  been  made, 
relative  to  the  city  of  New  York;  but  he  should 
like  to  know  how  the  city  of  Philadelphia  fared 
this  winter?  He  thought  that  congress  had  legis- 
lated long  enough  on  dreams  and  visions,  and  it 
was  now  time  to  get  rid  of  the  air-castle-building 
system,  and  to  sober  themselves  down  to  plain 
matters  of  fact — to  distinguish  between  money  in 
the  mine,  and  money  in  the  pocket — and  it  was 
with  that  view  that  he  moved  that  the  committee 
rise  and  report, 

Mr.  Cannou  supported  the  motion,  and,  inter 
alia,  inquired  whether  this  appropriation  was  not 
founded  on  the  idea  of  a  continuation  of  the  army 
establishment  upon  its  present  basis,  without  any 
reduction  whatever? 

Mr.  Randolph  wished  to  carry  the  inquiry  one 
step  further  than  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
— for  he  wanted  to  find,  not  only  where  the  money 
comes/rom,  but  where  it  goes  to!  The  committee 
of  ways  and  means  did  not  seem  to  be  a  commit- 
tee of  supply,  to  get  money,  but  only  to  get  rid 
of  it.  It  seemed,  however,  that  we  had  grown 
wiser  than  our  fathers,  and  that  it  was  now  an  ob- 
ject,  as  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (^r.  CambreleHg),of  total  indifference  whe- 
ther the  sinking  fund  was  retained  or  not.  Mr. 
R.then  directed  his  remarks  principally  to  the  im- 
portance of  retaining  and  supporting  that  fund. 
He  presented,  with  his  usual  eloquence,  a  history 
of  its  origin  and  progress — traced  it  from  the  pa- 
' riots  who  originated  and  sustained  it — explained 
the  difference  that  existed  between  it  and  the  sink- 
fund  of  England— paid  an  elegant  tribute  of  re- 
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spect  to  the  integrity  of  Hamilton  and  the  wisdom 
of  Sherman,  who  had  not  thoughi  it  a  matter  of 
IndifTerence;  and  concluded  by  expressing  his  con- 
currence with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsjlvania,  | 
'Aat  further  light  should  be  thrown  upon  the  ac- 
tual state  of  our  finances,  before  appropriations  of 
so  large  an  amount  should  be  made.  It  is  matter 
of  regret  that  the  reporter's  limits  for  this  day's  re- 
port do  not  permit  a  more  extended  report  of  this 
speech. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Baldwin  and  Mr.  Randolph. 

Mr.  Ross  renewed  an  inquiry,  suggested  by  Mr. 
Gannon,  whether  this  bill  c;i.;v,uced  the  objects  of 
the  partial  appropriation  b.il,  Uiat  had  been  dis- 
cussed some  weeks  since  in  tliis  house.' 

Mr.  Smith,  in  reply,  obst:rved  'iiat  it  embraced 
only  such  disbursements  as  were  of  immediate  and 
indispensable  necessity.  The  partial  appropria- 
tion bill  was  out  of  the  question,  and  had  no  con- 
nection whatever  with  the  present.  This  bill  was 
entirely  predicated  upon  items  contained  in  the 
statute  book,  8cc. 

Mr.  Sergeant  thought  that  the  house  were 
brought  unexpectedly  to  the  consideration  of  sub- 
jects to  which  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the  bill 
did  not  lead.  Was  it  a  question  whether  there 
should  be  a  reduction  of  the  public  expenditures' 
No.  Was  it  a  question  whether  the  revolutionary 
pensioners  should  be  cut  short  of  their  pay.'  No. 
The  question  was,  whether  the  house  would  make 
appropriations  to  carry  into  effect  the  laws  already 
in  existence,  or  whether  we  should  break  the  faith 
of  the  government  by  faiUng  to  fulfil  those  pro- 
mises to  which  that  faith  was  pledged?  We  had  a 
proposition  to  reduce  the  expenditures  of  one  de- 
partment of  the  government — and  might  have  a 
bill  to  increase  the  revenue  of  another — but  this 
bill  did  not  affect  the  one  or  the  other,  nor  was  any 
gentleman  committed  by  his  vote  upon  it,  to  sup- 
port or  eppose  either  of  them  as  they  should  be 
brought  forward.  Mr.  S.  was  rather  disposed  to 
think  there  would  be  a  diminution,  rather  than  an 
increase  of  the  revenue,  and  this  from  the  circum- 
stance that  our  exports  had  essentially  decreased, 
and  this  could  not  take  place — certainly  not  for  a 
series  of  years,  without  a  diminution  also  of  the 
imports.  Yet  he  was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  because 
he  thought  the  faith  of  the  government  required 
its  passage. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
rise  and  report,  and  lost — ayes  51,  noes  78. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the  first 
blank  with  the  sum  proposed  and  carried. 
[After  fining  up  other  blanks — ] 
Mr.  Smith  moved  to  fill  the  5th  blank  for  the  pur- 
chasing department,  (in  addition  to  an  unexpended 
balance  of  §55,089  40),  with  the  sum  of  §73,433, 
which  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  S.  also  moved  to  fill  the 
6th  blank,  for  the  purchase  of  woollens,  for  the 
year  1823,  with  the  sum  of  §75,000. 

Mr.  Trimble  was  disposed  to  limit  this  part  of  the 
purchasing  department  to  American  manufactures. 
He  thought  there  were  just  complaints  of  great 
abuses,  especially  in  the  Indian  department;  for  it 
was  said,  and  he  beUeved  truly,  that  shot  were  trans- 
ported from  Georgetown  to  St.  Louis,  within  two 
miles  of  the  very  place  where  they  are  manufac- 
tured in  such  quantities  and  of  such  quality  as  to 
be  now  in  a  fair  way  of  passing  down  the  Mississip- 
pi and  along  tlie  coast,  so  as  to  drive  the  Philadel- 
phia shot  out  of  their  own  market.  The  same  com- 
plaint WHS  made  in  respect  to  tomahawks  and  other 
articles  furnished  for  the  Indians.    And,  in  relation 


to  furs,  it  was  remarkable  thattliose  received  at  the 
agencies,  were  transported  to  Georgetown  and  then 
sent  back  to  Ohio  and  sold,  to  be  made  into  hats, 
and  thereby  a  loss  aocrued  to  the  extent  of  all  the 
expense  of  a  double  transportation.  lie  believed 
there  was  never  a  more  abominable  pecuiaiion  than 
had  been  practised  on  the  United  States  in  vcgsr.i 
to  some  of  these  matters.  Mr.  T.  concluded  by 
moving  to  insert  after  the  word  woollens  the  words 
"of  American  manufacture." 

Mr.  Smith  said  a  few  words  in  reply — referring 
Mr.  Trimble  to  a  resolution  submitted  some  days 
ago  by  a  gentleman  from  Mussachusetts,  (Mr.  Eus- 
tis),  respecting  the  clothing  the  army  in  American 
manufactures. 

Mr.  Eiistis  observed,  that,  since  he  had  offered 
the  resolution  referred  to,  he  had  communicated 
with  the  head  of  the  purchasing  department,  and, 
to  his  great  satisfaction,  had  found  that  his  views 
had  been  anticipated  in  relation  to  the  subject;  for 
that  ail  our  soldiers  were  clothed  in  American  fa. 
bricks.  He  expressed  great  confidence  in  that  offi- 
cer, and  was  satisfied  that  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  superfluous. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the  blank 
svith  the  sum  of  75,000  dollars,  as  proposed,  and 
carried.  '   -- 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
quartermaster  general's  department,  for  regular 
supplies,  transportation,  rent  and  repairs,  postage, 
courts  martial,  fuel  and  contingencies,  andfor  extra 
pay  to  soldiers  employed  in  the  erection  and  re- 
pair of  barracks,  and  other  labor,  with  the  sum  of 
313,217  dollars. 

Mr.  Ross  observed,  that  he  understood  that  the 
business  of  courts  martial  had  become  a  money 
making  job,  and  tliat  a  gentleman  from  the  north 
(New-York)  had  made  the  modest  charge  of  13  or 
14,000  doHars  for  presiding  in  them  one  year.  Ke 
wished  to  be  further  informed  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Smith  S3i\<i,\.he  appropriation  here  proposed 
was  in  the  usual  form;  and  that,  in  relation  to  the 
claim  referred  to,  it  was  sub  juclice,  and  not  decided 
upon. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  sum  propos. 
ed,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

[Sundry  other  blanks  being  filled] — 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  pensions  to 
the  revolutionary  pensioners  of  the  United  States, 
(including  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  of  last 
year  of  §451,836  57,  and  in  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  §191,345  36  of  the  year  1820), 
with  the  sum  of  one  milfion  six  hundred  and  forty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bald-win  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  precedes  the  appropriation 
for  the  pensions  to  invalid  and  revolutionary  pen- 
sioners— intimating,  however,  a  perfect  wilhngness 
that,  if  any  gentleman  wished  to  retain  any  pai'ti- 
cular  appropriation,  so  as  to  make  it  a  partial  one, 
he  would  modify  his  motion  accordingly. 

Such  a  disposition  not  being  manifested — 

Mr.  B.  urged  the  adoption  of  his  motion,  and  ob- 
served that  he  was  unsvilling  that  the  urgency  of 
the  revolutionary  claims  should  drag  after  thera 
other  appropriations,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate, 
to  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars,  on  such  a  pre- 
mature and  inconsiderate  deliberation.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  taken  and  negatived — ayes  40,  noes 
70. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise 
and  I'eport  the  bill  as  amended,  which  was  agreed 
to.  Adjourned  without  having  taken  up  the  repqrt. 
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Seventeenth  Congress — first  session. 

IN  THE  SENATE, 

February  21.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  po«t  roads 
\)e  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  frequent  failure  of 
the  mails  between  the  other  cities  of  the  United  States  and  New 
Criians;  and  tliat  they  furtlier  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding tor  the  conveyauce  of  tlie  mails  to  and  from  New  Orleans, 
in  covered  carriages. 

[Mr.  Johnson  spoke  of  the  frequent  failure  of 
the  mails,  and  thouglit  that  the  arrangement  sug- 
gested would  not  only  be  the  safest  and  most  ex- 
peditious, but  also  the  least  expensive  ]  The  re- 
solution lies  one  day  on  the  table.  [  \greed  to  next 
day] 

Mr.  Lloyd,  after  presenting  certain  proceeclings 
of  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  tlie  city  of  Balti- 
more, relating  ti  ereto,  oflered  the  following  reso- 
lution for  1  oiisideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  tJie  expediency  of  reniovinfj  the  rHstrictinns  on 
our  commerce  which  are  imposed  by  the  act  concerning  na\  iga- 
fion.  passed  on  the  18th  April,  1818,  and  an  act  supplementary 
thereto,  passed  the  15th  May,  1820, 

'I  he  senate  proceeded  to  i  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  a  territorial  government  in  Florida, 
and  was  chiefly  engaged  in  filling  up  the  blanks 
aiid  fixing  the  salarits  of  the  different  officers. — 
That  of  the  governor  was  put  down  at  3000;  of  the 
secretary  at  1500;  the  judges  at  1?0U;  the  district 
udgesat2000  ptr  annum,  and  the  per  diem  of  the 
egislativc  council  at  4  dollars. 

Mr.  Lanman,  who  was  accidentally  absent  when 
the  vote  was  taken,  obtained  leave  to  record  his 
name  as  opposed  to  the  apporlionment  bill  as  it 
passed  the  senate. 

February  22.  Mr.  Tf'illiavis,  of  Miss.  ofTcred  a 
seh.  s  -of  resolutions  having  reference  to  the  col- 
lection of  duties  in  Florida,  estalilishing  ports  of 
entry,  he.  The  chief  part  of  this  day  was  occu- 
pied with  the  bill  suppltmentary  to  the  several  acts 
for  adjusting  claims  to  land,  &c.  in  the  districts 
east  of  the  island  of  Orleans.  After  much  debate, 
it  was  laid  on  the  tuble. 

February  25.      Mr.  Johnson,   of  Lousiana,  from 
the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  reported  a  bill  to 
abolish  the  United  States'   trading  establishment 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  provide  for  opening 
the  trade  to  individuals. 

Other  business  transacted,  will  appear,  as  necessa- 
ry, in  our  subsequent  details. 

February  26.     The  journal  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  addressed  the 
chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  It  has  become  my  painful  duty  to 
announce  to  the  senate  the  melancholy  fact,  that  my 
much  esteemed  and  distinguished  colleague  is  no 
more.  An  attempt  to  excite  the  sympathies  of  the 
senate  for  a  loss  so  great,  and  so  afflicting,  would 
betray  a  suspicion  of  their  scnnibi lily,  and  would  do 
injustice  to  the  memory  of  him,  whose  loss  we  must 
all  sincerely  deplore.  This  chamber,  sir,  has  been 
one  of  the  fields  of  his  fame.  You  have  seen  him  in 
his  strength.  You  have  seen  him  the  admiration 
of  the  senate;  the  pride  of  h'.s  native  state;  the  orna- 
ment of  his  country. — //e  w  no-rn  no  more.  But,  for 
his  friends  and  reJatives,  there  is  consolation  be- 
yond the  grave.  I  humbly  and  firmly  trust,  that  he 
now  reposes  on  the  bosom  of  liis  God. 

Mr.  Kinq;  of  Alabama,  then  rose,  and  submitted 
the  following  resolve;  prefacing  it  with  the  obser- 
vation, that,  although  th.e  senate  and  the  country 
tnew  and  honored  the  public  character  of  the  de 
ceased,  he  had  known  him  .as  a  man,  and  knew  how 
to  appreciate  tlie  loss  which  they  had  all  sustained. 


pointed  to  take  order  for  superintending  the  fune- 
ral of  the  honorable  William  Pinkney,  which  will 
take  place  tomorrow  morning  at  eleven  o'clock; 
that  the  senate  will  attend  the  same;  and  that  no- 
tice  of  the  event  be  given  to  the  house  of  represen- 
t.itives. 

On  ballotting  for  a  committe,  the  following  gen- 
tlemen were  chosen: 

Mr.  A'ing,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Macon,  of  North 
Carolina,  Mr..  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  Vlr.  Rodney,  of 
Delaware,  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kin^,  of  Alabama,  it  was  also 
unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  members  ©f  the  senate,  from 
a  sincere  desire  oi  shewing  every  mark  of  respect 
due  to  the  memory  of  the  honorable  William  Pink- 
ney, deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  into 
mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode  of 
wearing  a  crape  round  the  left  ar.m. 

Resolved,  unanimously.    That,    as    an    additional 
mark  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  honorable 
William  Pinkney,  the  senate  do  now  adjourn. 

And  the  senate  adjourned  accordingly. 


HOUSE  OF  REPnESENTATirE.<;. 

Thursday,  Feb  21.  Mr.  Cocke  laid  on  tlie  table 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Tht  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  cause  to  H-  laid  before  this  house  a  statement,  shewing  the 
amount  of  woollens  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  army  during  the 
y(ars  1820  and  1821;  of  whom  the  purchases  were  nade;  at  what 
i  prices;  and  what  pruportiun  thereof  was  of  American  manufac- 
ture.   [Adopted  next  day.] 

The  bankrupt  bill  was  further  considered  in 
committee  of  the  whole.  Mr.  IVsodson  opposed 
and  Mr.  Loivndes  supported  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  first  section. 

I  he  committee  rose  and  the  house  took  up  the 
bill  making  appropri.ations  for  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1822. 

[Mr.  Tracy  spoke  of  the  rapid  manner  in  which 
the  bill  had  passed  through  the  committee — he  re- 
ferred to  certain  documents  that  had  been  laid  on 
the  table,  and  said  that  the  bill  included  a  greater 
sum  by  500,000  dollars  than  had  been  estimated  to 
be  necessary  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Md.  explained  the  views  of  the  committee 
at  some  length,  and  observed  that  the  committee 
of  ways  stnd  means  were  influenced  in  making  their 
report,  le.-ii  by  the  estimates  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  than  by  the  existing  laws  of  this  govern- 
ment, which  required  distinct  and  definite  appro- 
priations to  the  full  extent  of  the  amounts  propos- 
ed in  the  bill.     Mr.  Tracy  rejoined,  and  said  that 
the  estimate  of  the  treasury  department  had  refer- 
ence to  the  sum  total  of  the  expenditure,  and  of 
course  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  unexpended  ba- 
lances, which  could  not,  in  his  view,  be  with  pro- 
priety superadded  to  the  amount  reported  by  the 
secretaiy  of  the,^treasury.     Mr.  Smith  remarked^ 
that  the  difficulties  of  the  gentleman  from  N.  I'ork 
would  probably  vanish.by  reflecting  that  the  secre- 
tary of  war  was  different  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury;  and  he  thought  the  gentleman  had  unfor- 
tunately blended  them,  for  tliat  the  requisition  of 
the  former  was  in  a  good  degree  made  through  the 
latter.     Mr.  Bald-win  observed,  that  he  had  never 
known  a  bill  like  the  present  to  have  been  pressed 
througji  the  house  in  the  manner  in  which  this  had 
been  done.     The  estimates  of  the  secretary  were 
in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  we  are  called  on 
to  pass  a  bill  to  which  those  estimates  relate,  and 
after  the  passage  of  whicli  they  will  be  entirely 
useless.     Mr.  B.  went  into  a  detailed  view  of  the 
subject,  to  shew  that  this  appropriation  exceeded 
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then  worth  a  day  or  two's  consideration?  and  this, 
too,  at  a  time  when  there  were  actual,  not  to  say 
acknowledged,  deficits?  Mr.  B.  extended  his  re 
marks  to  a  considerable  length,  and  concluded  by 
calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of 
concurrence;  which  were  thereupon  ordered.  Mr. 
JMcDxiffie  considered  this  as  an  ordinary  appropria- 
tion— he  thought  the  house  might  safely  pass  the 
bill,  without  being  alarmed  by  the  statements  that 
bad  been  made  in  respect  to  the  revenue  of  the 
country,  &c  He  was  satisfied  that  more  than  two 
millions  would  be  found  in  the  treasury  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Mr.  Bald-win  wished  for  a  tangible 
statement;  for  it  would  be  found  that  when  the 
question  of  appropriation  was  up,  revenue  would 
be  one  thing,  and  when  tariif  was  up  revenue  would 
be  another.  He  replied  to  Mr.  McD.  at  considera- 
ble length,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  the  subject 
would  be  fully  examined.  Mr.  Cannon  moved  to 
lay  the  billon  the  table — he  thought  the  house  was 
not  prepared  to  act  on  it,  and  that  the  people  would 
not  be  disposed  to  support  a  military  establish- 
ment by  taxation.*  It  was  not  a  question  of  reve- 
nue,  but  one  of  expenditure,  with  him  for  military 
purposes.  Mr.  Buchanan  thought  the  discussion 
was  going  wide  of  the  question  before  the  house — 
the  bill  was  to  pay  expenses  created  by  law.  He 
was  ready  to  pass  it,  and  opposed  to  laying  it  on 
the  table.]  In  this  state  of  the  business,  the  house 
adjourned. 

Friday,  Feb.  22.  The  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  on  the  select  committee  proposed  by  Mr. 
Cook,  to  take  into  consideration  two  communica- 
tions  from  the  treasury  department,  relative  to  the 
inspection  of  the  western  land  offices,  &c.  Messrs. 
Cook,  Russel,]  Colden,  JMcLane,  Trimbla,  Sievenson 
and  Lowndes. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, reported  the  bill  from  the  senate  for  the  appor 
tionment  of  the  representatives  of  the  United  States 
according  to  the  fourth  census,  with  a  recommen- 
dation to  disagree  to  the  senate's  amendment  there- 
to, which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  S.  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Fhgd,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  any  al- 
teration of  the  law  in  relation  to  the  subject  of 
vaccination,  made  a  report,  concluding  with  the 
following  resolution: 

Rerolved,  That  the  eommiuee  be  discharged  from  the  further 
(<pnsider!itiou  of  the  subject  referred  to  them  by  the  resolution  of 
the  6ibinst. 

The  report  was  agreed  to,  and  two  thousand  co- 
pies thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Some  time  was  spent  on  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  acts  to  provide  for  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the 
revolutionary  war;  but  nothing  decided  upon. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  (the  military  ap 
propriation  bill.) 

Mr.  Chambers  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  v.  ith  instructions  so 
to  mndi^fy  the  same  as  to  limit  it  to  such  appropria- 
tions as  are  indispensably  necessary,  and  \\':  enforc 
ed  his  motion  by  remarks  at  considerable  length. 
A  debate  ensued  hereon,  in  \vhich  Messrs.  Far 
rally,  Randolph,  Smith,  Williamson  Cocke,  Buchanan, 
fVrighl  and  /'.  Jones,  participated, 

.\fteran  inefTectual  attempt  to  amend  ?.Ir.  Ch  im- 
hers'  motion,  which   was  cor'sidered,  a   motion  to 


*Many  gentlemen  speak  of  taxation  and  import 
as  two  things— but  the  latter  is  as  much  a  tax  as 
any  other  levy  can  be.  Indeed,  it  is  the  most  oner- 
05!';  and  unjuiit  of  all  taxe^,  Ft>.  Rfo. 


postpone  the  whole  subject  until  Monday  was  lost 
—ayes  39,  noes  74;  and,  at  half  past  4  o'clock,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Fed.  23.  Mr.  Eustis,  from'the  commit- 
tee oil  rtaval  affairs,  requested  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petitions  of 
Marcos  de  ViUiers  and  Arnald  GuiUemard,  (who 
pray  the  interposition  of  congress  to  release  them 
from  prison,  in  Pensacola,  where  they  are  confined 
by  the  acting  governor  of  West  Florida);  and 
moved  also  that  the  petition,  together  with  the 
accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  the  pre- 
sident ot  the  United  States 

[On  this  a  debate,  or  rather  a  dispute,  teok  place, 
that  occupied  the  whole  day.  It  is  stated  to  me 
as  having  been  the  most  angry  and  unruly  sitting 
that  has  occurred  tor  many  years,  if  ever  before, 
A  disposition  seemed  manifested  to  get  up  a  de- 
bate hke  that  which  occurred  on  the  Seminole 
war,  which  would  only  have  resulted  in  the  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion,-  for  this  matter,  like  the  for- 
mer, does  not  come  within  the  direct  reach  of  the 
house,  unless  by  attempting  to  impeach  the  presi- 
dent for  the  Jwsi/AVrf  proceedings  of  his  subordinate 
officers.  The  chief  speakers  were  Messrs.  Cocke, 
Lo-uiindes,  Trimble,  Colden,  Eustis,  Floyd,  Randolph, 
Wright,  Rhea,  Wal-oorth,  Stewart,  Chambers,  Mc 
Dujle,  Reid  and  Hardin.  Ihe  petitioners  were 
two  of  those  "Spanish  officers"  which  gov  Jack- 
son had  deemed  it  necessary  to  drive  out  of  the 
territory,  that  had  returned,  and  were  imprisoned 
on  that  account. 

There  was  much  good  speaking  and  a  great  deal 
of  sharp  shooting;  though  we  must  believe  that  the 
ardor  of  the  debate  is  much  cooled  in  the  report 
of  it  in  the'  "National  InteUigencer;"  there  is 
enough  of  it  left  to  shew  the  general  complexion 
of  the  discussion,notwithstahding  several  gentlemen 
attempted  to  soften  it  by  temperate  observations 
and  sound  argument.  We  select  the  following 
amount  of  the  speeches  of  Messrs.  Randolph  and 
McDuffie,  to  shew  the  feelings  that  prevailed]— 

Mr.  Randolph  tiiought  this  house  could  not,  with- 
out a  gross  violation  of  its  duty,  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
any  man  who  sajs  he  is  in  bonds  against  law,  and 
under  our  authority.  It  was  not  for  us  to  sit'here 
with  stoic  apathy,  under  circumstances  like  the 
present.  It  was  worse  than  mockery  to  turn  over 
the  subject  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
who  is  known,  if  not  to  approve,  yet  not  to  disap- 
prove, of  the  conduct  of  the  captain  general  of 
Florida.  The  congrt-ss  sat  here  as  the  guardians 
of  law  and  liberty.  Were  we  asked  whether  we 
could  not  yield  our  confidence  to  the  executive? 
He  answered,  no;  for  that  personage  was  surround- 
ed by  a  multilude  of  counsellors,  in  whom  there 
could  not  be  wisdom— for,  like  the  Ishmaelites, 
the  hand  of  each  was  raised  against  his  brother. 
He  disclaimed  any  personal  hostility  to  any  of  the 
members  of  the  cabinet— of  one  of  whom  he  knew 
nothing,  and  for  others  of  them  he  entertained  a 
personal  respect  but  he  repeated  that,  with  such 
competitions  and  divisions  as  existed  there,  he 
would  vote  for  no  such  reference. 

Mr,  .McDiiJie  thought  the  sound  sense  of  the 
house  would  ir.diCkte  the  propriety  of  pursuing  the 
course  recommended  by  the  military  committee; 
and  he  feared  that  if  the  house  were  to  act  other- 
wise upon  this  subject,  it  must  act  upon  it  unwisely 
and  ii.judiciously.  What  v/as  the  inquiry,  he  asked? 
Not  whether  our  officers  had  acted  incorrectly;  but 
whether  the  subjects  of  a  foreign  power  have  re- 
ceived from  our  officers  an  injury.  And  to  whom 
i3  such  :i'^r'i'-n'=on  for  redress  to  be  preferred?     To 


14 


NILES'  REGISTEfl-]\i ARCH  £,  1822— CONGRESS. 


the  executive.     It  was  not  to  be  disguised  that  there 
were  difficult  questions  pendng'  between  tins  coun- 
tryiuid  Spain,  and   tnat  there    was  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  agents  of  Spain  to  throw  firebrands 
into  the  pubhc  councils,  to  distract  the  operations 
of  this  government.     They  had  already  attempted 
to  excite  disaffection  and  disturbance  in  that  quar- 
ter.    He  would  admit  there  ought  to  be  harmony 
in  the  cabinet,  and  no  man  would  go  farther  than  he 
would,  to  discountenance  a  spirit  of  division  and  dis- 
trust.    But  he  was  not  disposed  to  change  the  ordi 
nary  channels  in  which  business  should  proceed  on 
the  ground  that  the  nution  had  not  confidence  in  the 
excutive.     He  asked,  if  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Randolph,)  in  speaking  of  the  loss  of 
confidence  in  the  executive,  did  not  mistake  his  own 
for  the  pulse  of  the  house,  and  of  the  nation?    What 
administration,  he  would  ask,  had  ever  been  fortu- 
nat  enough  to  entitle  itself  to  that  gentleman's  con- 
fidence?    Or  was  it  proper  for  the  house  to  pay 
very  great  deference  to  the  censures  of  a  gentle- 
man who  had  opposed  every  administration?   When 
it  is  so  difficult,  continued  Mr.  McD.  to  preserve 
harmony  among  ourselves,  it  is  at  least  desirable  to 
exclude  the  effects  of  foreign  disorganization,  and 
foreign  influence.     And  what  is  there  before  the 
house  as  evidence  on  which  to  act,  but  ex  parte 
statements  of  these  petitioners;  and  this,  too,  to  the 
exclusion  of  that  testimony  which  the  hold  this  go- 
vernment  has  upon  the  dutj'  and  the  honor  ot  its 
own  officers  and  agents  presents  to  oppose  it  ?  And 
whose  fault  was  it,  he  would  further  inquire,  that 
the  government  of  Florida  wa^proconsular  and  ty- 
rannical? Whose  but  our  own?  The  government  of 
Floridawasan  anomaly —a  territory  of  this  govern- 
ment; yet,  inhabited  by  Spaniards.     But,  could  a 
free  government  be  adapted  to  the  condition  of 
slaves?   A  free  government  is  only  auxiliary  to  hu- 
man happiness,  when  it  holds  its  jurisdiction  over 
a  free  people.     Mr.  McDuffie  extended  his  obser- 
vations to  considerable  length,  upon  the  necessity 
that   existed  of  erecting  a  form  of  government 
adapted  to  the  genius  and  habits  of  the  people.   The 
Spaniards  there  could  have  no  just  ideas  of  civil 
liberty— of  trial  by  jury,  &c.  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  agent  to  examine  his  trust  in  the  spirit  of  that 
government  with  which  he  was  intrusted,     if  any 
blame  rested  any  where,  therefore,  it  must  be  in 
those  by  whom  the  government  was  organized. 
But,  in  reviewing  the  various  circumstances,  he 
thought  we  ought  not  to  countenance  a  course  cal 
culated  to  produce  distrust  in  our  own  executive, 
and  to  lead  the  Spanish  government  to  believe  that 
we  would  not  sustain  our  own  administration. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  some  remarks  in  explanation 
of  his  reasons  for  calling  Mr.  McDuffie  to  order, 
[which  he  had  done  from  a  misapprehension  of  that 
gentleman's  meaning],  and  his  satisfaction  with  the 
explanation  given.  He  had  not  the  least  disposition 
to  carp  at  words  used  in  the  heat  of  debate— but 
the  words  used'justified  his  construction  of  them. 
He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  these  poor  Spaniards,  kept 
under  lock  and  key  in  Pensacola,  throwing  the 
brand  of  discord  in  the  cabinet — it  needed  no  Guy 
Faux  to  execute  such  a  gun-powder  plot  as  that. 
In  reply  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carufina,  [Mr.  McDuffie],  that  he  had  not  support- 
ed any  administration,  he  would  merely  say— though 
not  to  know  that  gentleman  might  argue  himself 
\inknown — yet  he  could  say  that,  for  more  years 
than  he  had  heard  that  gentleman's  name,  he  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  of 
this  house,  and  gave  his  best  support  to  the  then 
administration.  In  reference  to  the  proceedings  on 


the  Florida  bill  of  last  session,  he,  acting  at  the 
head  of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations  in  con- 
sequence of  the  indisposition  of  the  chairman,  wait- 
ed on  the  president  and  asked  to  know  the  views 
of  the  executive — the  bill  corresponded  with  those 
views.  He  had  never  supported  the  bill  of  the 
last  session.  He  was,  therefore,  exempt  from  any 
blame,  personally,  for  the  passage  of  it.  Mr.  R. 
went  on  at  considerable  length  in  reply  to  Mr. 
McDuffie,  to  vindicate  his  course  on  this  and  on 
various  other  subjects,  connected  with  the  part  he 
took  in  the  public  councils  in  years  past.  Mr.  R. 
contended  that  it  Wds  perfectly  competent  for  the 
house  to  order  the  discharge  of  the  petitioners,  as 
it  had  in  the  case  of  American  citizens  so  held  in 
imprisonment  by  the  public  officers,  and  between 
these  persons  and  American  citizens  there  should 
be  no  difference. 

After  4  o'clock  the  house  adjourned,  without 
coming  to  any  decision  on  the  subject. 

jytonday,  Feb.  25.  Many  reports  were  receired 
from  the  different  committees. 

The  speaker  presented  a  communication  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  cor- 
respondence which  led  to  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  was  ordered  to  be 
laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

The  speaker  presented  a  communication  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of 
extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  lands,  of  which 
the  right  of  soil  is  claimed  by  any  particular  state; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  public  lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
order  of  the  day,  being  the  unfinished  business  of 
Saturday,  and  the  question  recurring  to  agree  to 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  committee  on  military 
affairs  from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the 
two  Spaniards  imprisoned  in  Pensacola  by  the  or- 
ders of  the  acting  governor. 

Much  debate  disused — the  speakers  were  Messrs. 
Hardin,  Eustis,  Mercer,  Cocke,  Little,  Tnmble,  Ran' 
dolph,  Loivndes,  Colden,  Rhea,  and  Floyd;  in  the 
course  of  which  Mr.  Eustis,  the  chairman  of  the 
military  committee,  stated,  that  he  was  informed 
from  good  authority,  that  the  papers  relative  to  the 
confinement  of  these  men  had  been  forwarded  from 
Pensacola  to  general  Jackson;  that  he  had  trans- 
mitted them  to  the  president;  that  they  were  re- 
ceived in  this  city  on  Thursday  last;  that  an  order 
was  issued  for  the  release  of  the  men  on  Saturday, 
and  was  actually  despatched  for  Pensacola. 

No  question  was  taken  on  the  subject  previous  to 
adjournment,  which  took  place  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Randolph,  who  said,  if  it  was  in  order,  he  would 
move  to  postpone  this  subject.  Being  informed 
that  a  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  had  precedence  of 
a  motion  to  postpone,  he  said  that  he  would  then 
make  a  motion  which  would  supercede  the  one  be- 
fore the  house.  He  thensaidthathe  had  to  announce 
to  the  house  an  event  which  he  hoped  would,  for  to- 
day, quiet  all  agitation  and  all  enmity.  It  was  the 
death  of  a  man  who  was  unquestionably  at  the  head 
of  one  profession  in  this  country,  who  was  the  boast 
of  Maryland  and  the  pride  of  us  all.  Perhaps  the 
loss  was  not  irreparable.  There  had  been  a  Ho- 
mer, a  Newton,  a  Shakspeare,  a  Milton;  there  might 
be  another  Pinkney;  but  there  was  not  now.  He 
moved  that  the  house  adjourn.  The  house  adjourn- 
ed at  4  o'clock. 

[The  report  of  the  decease  of  Mr.  Pinkney  waB 
premature;  but  he  expired  at  1 1  o'clock  the  sam'e 
evening.] 
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Tuesday,  Feb.  2o.  After  the  journal  of  yesterday  I     And  then  the  house  adjourned  over  to  Thurs 


had  been  read,  in  a  pari  of  which  the  fact  of  Mr.   day. 
Jiandoiph's  having  yesterday  announced  the  death 
of  Mr.  PiNKNET  was  stated — 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  observed,  that  he  prayed 
the  indulgence  of  the  house,  and  of  the  delegation 
from  Maryland — and  particularly  of  the  young  mem- 
ber behind  him,  (Mr.  JVelson,  of  Md.),  whom,  as 
well  as  his  late  father,  his  fellow  laborer  in  that 
house,  he  was  happy  to  call  his  friend,  for  having 
announced   a   fact  which   took   place  yesterday, 
though  not  true  at  the  time  the  annunciation  was 
made.     [He  alluded  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Pinkney, 
of  MarviaTid]-  -and  it  was  due  to  his  own  character 
to  siate  with  precision  the  canal  through  which  he 
obfained  the  information.     On  the  seats  reserved 
for  them,  I  saw,  said  Mr.  R.  one  of  the  justices  of 
the  su]»r(:nie  court  of  the  Uniti-d  States,  who  told 
me  that  the  fact  was  so.     I  asked  him  if  he  was  sure 
of  it.    He  replied  that  he  was     for  he  had  just  seen 
another  gentlemao — a  most  worthy  member  of  the 
bar  of  Haltiaiore,  equally  c'ltitled  to  credit,  and 
none  could  be  more  so — who  told  him  that  he  had 
seen  the  corpse.     From  thence  I  returned  lo  my 
seat.     At  that  moment  a  gentleman  from   Ohio, 
(Mr.  Ross)  was  addresshig  the  chair.     The  inter- 
vening time  did  not,  as  well  as  I  could  judgt, ,  ex- 
ceed two  minutes;  and  time,  under  such  circum- 
stances,  would   hardly   appear   shorter  than  the 
reality,   I  ;vas  myself,  said  Mr.^df.  under  an  impulse 
which  I  was  as  utterly  unable  to  control,  as  1  now 
am  to  control  the  throbbing  arteries  of  my  frame. 
It  was  under  that  impulse  that  I  announced  it  as  a 
fact  to  the  house  — for  1  could  not  bear  that  we 
should  be  occupied  with  that  sort  of  discussion 
which  was  then  pending,  or  with  any  at  a  time 
when  a  loss  had  occurred  to  this  nation,  and  a  void 
created  which  never  can  be  filled — the  loss  of  a 
man  whose  legal  reputation  transcended  that  of 
any  other  man  in  this  country — the  presiflent  of 
that  court— of  which  both  were  most  illustrious 
ornaments — only  excepted;  for,   of  all  others,    it 
might  be  said,  that,   in  point  of  professional  re- 
nown, at  least,  they  were  proximo  longo  intervallo, 
Mr.  \i.  concluded  by  expressing  tlie  hope,  that  the 
apology  he  had  made  would  be  accepted  by  those 
to  whom  it  was  addressed.     He  owed  it  to  his  very 
respectable  informant  to  state,  that  the  whole  grew 
oiit  of  that  gentleman's  mistaking  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  from  whom  he  had  drawn  his  infor- 
mation,  (which  was,  that  he  had  seen  a  person  who 
said  he  had  seen  the  bst  sad  remains  of  Mr.T.and 
not  that  he  had  seen  tliem  himself.) 

By  unanimous  consent  the  entry  above  referred 
to  in  the  journal  was  then  expunged. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Md.  the  order  of  bu- 
siness of  the  day  was  dispensed  with,  and  a  recess 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  house  was  directed. 

Soon  afterwards  a  message  was  received  from 
the  senate,  announcing  the  death  of  the  hon.  VVit- 
tiAM  PiJ«KNEv,  a  senator  of  the  United  St.itesfrom 
the  state  of  Maryland,  and  that  his  funeral  would 
be  attended  on  to-morrow  from  the  senate  cham- 
ber, at  11  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  then  rose  and  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  agreed 

to:  ■^■, 

Resolved,  That  this  house 'v^lWttend  tlie  funeral 
of  the  hon.  W]lliam  Pinkney,  late  a  member  of  the 
senate  from  state  of  Maryland,  to-morrow  at  11 
©'clock;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  me 
ir.ory  of  the  deceased,  will  go  into  mourning,  and 
wear  crape  for  thirty  days. 


[CC/'Neither  house  of  congress  sat  on  Wednes-. 
day,  that  being  assigned  to  attend  an  interment  of 
the  remains  of  ff'illiam  Pinkney.  The  body  was 
carried  to  the  senate  chamber,  where  service  was 
performed  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Ryland,  the  chaplain  of 
the  senate;  after  which  a  procession  was  formed 
and  the  body  buried  in  the  ground  near  the  navy 
yard.  Such  is  the  end  of  William  Pinkney— such 
will  be  the  end  of  the  highest  and  the  lowest  of  us: 
the  deceased  had  his  foibles  and  faults,  the  lot  of 
humanity;  but,  on  many  accounts,  will  be  regarded 
as  one  of  the  moat  remarkable  men  of  his  age.} 

•  I'he  following  proceedings  took  place  in  the 
supreme  court  on  Tuesday  morning.  On  the  meet- 
ing  of  the  court,  Mr.  Harper  rose  and  addressed  the 
judges  thus: 

"On  the  part  of  the  bar,  may  it  please  your  ho- 
nors, I  am  about  to  address  a  request  to  the  court, 
which  I  am  sure  will  accord  with  its  feelings,  and  I 
hope  will  not  be  considered  as  inconsistent  with  its 
duty. 

"A  great  man  has  fallen  in  Israel."  The  .bar  has 
lost  one  of  its  brighest  ornaments:  the  court  one  of 
its  ablest  and  most  enlightened  advisers. 

"When  such  men  iail,  it  seems  fit  tiiat  some  ex- 
pression of  public  regret  should  attend  them  to  the 
tomb.  It  cannot  be  useful  or  pleasing  to  them,  but 
it  tends  to  increase  the  effect  of  their  example  to 
those  who  survive,  and  to  soothe  the  sorrow  of 
their  afflicted  relatives. 

"No  where  can  such  a  tribute  more  properly  be 
paid  to  the  memory  of  our  departed  brother  than 
here;  where  the  pre-eminent  talents  and  acquire- 
ments by  which  he  adorned  our  profession,  have 
been  so  often  displayed;  and  he  has  taken  so  large 
a  part  in  fixing  those  great  legal  and  constitutional 
land-marks,  by  the  establishment  of  which  this 
court  has  conferred  the  most  solid  and  extensive 
benefits  on  the  nation. 

"To  express  our  deep  sense  of  this  great  public 
and  private  loss,  and  as  the  most  appropriate  tribute 
now  in  our  power  to  of!"er  to  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  I  request  the  court  to  allow  this  day  for 
the  uninterrupted  indulgence  of  our  feelings,  and 
for  that  purpose  now  to  adjourn." 

Mr  Chief  Justice -Wars/za//  replied  in  the  follow- 
ing  words: 

"I  am  very  confident  that  I  may  say,  in  the  rarac 
of  all  my  brethren,  that  we  participate  sincerely  in 
the  sentiments  expressed  at  the  bar.  We  all  la- 
ment  the  death  of  Mr.  Pinkt«et,  as  a  loss  to  the 
profession  generally,  and  most  especially  to  that 
part  of  it  which  is  assembled  in  this  room.  We 
lament  it,  too,  as  a  loss  to  our  country.  We  most 
readily  assent  to  the  motioi»  which  has  been  made, 
and  shall  direct  an  adjournment  until  to  morrow  at 
twelve." 

The  following  entry  was  directed  to  be  made  on 
the  minutes  of  tlie  court: 

"The  court  being  informed  that  Mr.  Pinkney,  a 
gentleman  of  this  bar,  highly  distinguished  for  hia 
learning  and  his  talents,  departed  this  life  last  night 
in  this  city,  the  judges  have  determined  as  a  mark 
of  th'.ir  profound  resj)ect  for  his  character,  and  sin- 
cere grief  for  his  loss,  to  wear  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  the  residue  of  the  term,  and  to  adjourn  fo? 
the  purpo.se  of  paying  the  Isst  tribute  to  his  re- 
mains, by  attending  them  from  the  place  of  his 
death." 

.'Vfter  the  adjournment  of  the  court,  the  members 
of  the  bar  assembled  in  'he  court  room;  Mr,  Cia^ 
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THUESDAt's  TROCEEDINGS — FEB.  28. 

In  the  senate — Several  reports  from  different  de- 
partments and  committees  were  received,  and  va- 
riously disposed  of 

The  resolution  submitted  some  days  ago  by  Mr. 
Lloydf  about  certain  restrictions  on  commerce,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

Some  time  was  then  spent  on  what  are  called 
the  ''Maryland  resolutions,"  to  appropriate  some 
part  of  the  public  lands  for  the  purposes  of  edu- 
cation— and  the  matter  was  then  laid  over  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  to  lay  out  a  road  from  the  Ohio  to  the 
Mississippi  river,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading.  It  prescribes  the  route,  and  ap- 
propriates 10,000  dollars  for  the  purpose. 

The  house  of  representatives  had  a  busy  session. 
Many  petitions  and  reports  were  received,  and  sun- 
dry resolutions  submitted,  which  shall  be  noticed, 
as  necessary,  hereafter.  Mr.  Whitman,  after  a 
speech  of  considerable  length,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions — 

Resolved,  That  such  parts  of  the  documents  accoinpanying  the 
message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  of  the  28th  January 
last,  as  comprise  the  correspondtnce  between  Andrew  Jackson, 
late  governor  of  the  Floridas,  his  deputies  and  substitutes,  and  the 
officers  of  his  Catholic  majesty  there  resident,  and  the  issuing  by 
the  said  Jackson  of  bis  proclamation  of  the  29th  September,  1821, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

Resolved,  That  such  parts  of  the  documents  accompanying  the 
message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  of  thei28thof  Ja- 
nuary last,  as  relate  to  the  exercise  of  judicial  functions  on  the 
part  of  Andrew  Jackson,  late  governor  of  the  Floridas,  and  the 
controversy  relative  thereto,  between  bim  and  Elijius  Fromentin, 
judge  of  the  court  therein,  be  referred  to  the  committee  ou  the 
judiciary. 

Resolved,  That  such  parts  of  the  documents  accompanying  the 
message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  of  the  25th  of  Ja- 
nuary last,  as  relate  to  the  employment  of  the  military  force  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  execution  of  the  order  and  decree  of 
Andrew  Jackson,  late  governor  of  the  Floridas,  while  claiming 
to  act  in  a  judicial  capacity  there,  and  to  enforce  his  proclamation 
of  the  29th  September,  1321,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs. 

After  the  resolutions  were  read,  Mr.  Whitman 
resumed  his  remarks — which  were  in  opposition  to 
the  proceedings  of  gov.  Jackson.  The  considera- 
tion of  the  resolutions  was  called  for;  a  long  debate 
about  order  followed — there  was  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  speaker,  which,  however,  was 
affirmed,  and  Mr.  Whitman  allowed  to  finish  his 
speech.  A  wide  discussion  followed — Messrs, 
Wriglut,  Gilmer,  Smyth,  Serjeant,  Lotvndes,  JMercer, 
Archer,  Sanders,  Ciithbert,  Stevenson,  Buchanan, 
Jleid,  JVelson  oi'Ya..  Wood,  Floyd, a.r\d  Cannon,  (some 
of  them  more  than  once),  spoke  to  the  subject — 
which,  at  last,  was  laid  on  the  table— i^yes  101,  noes41. 
Several  reports  from  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment were  received. 

was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Winder  appointed 
secretary. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Harper,  seconded  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster, it  was  unanimously  resolved,  that  the  members 
of  this  bar,  as  a  mark  of  their  regret  for  the  memo- 
ry of  their  deceased  brother,  the  hon.  William 
PisKnet,  and  their  deep  sense  of  the  loss  which 
the  public  and  the  profession  have  sustained  in  his 
death,  will  attend  his  funeral  in  a  bod}',  and  wear 
crape  on  the  left  arm  during  the  present  term. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wheaton,  seconded  by  Mr.  D. 
2i.  Ogden,  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  that  the 
proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  signed  by  the 
chairman  and  secretary,  and  published  in  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

U.  CLAY,  Chairman. 
W.  II-  Wi!^DF,R,  Secretary. 


The  house  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
the  apportionment  bill — the  qilestion  being  on  a' 
concurrence  with  a  report  of  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee,,disagreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  senatCg 
[in  the  provision  respecting  Alabama].  But,  after 
debate,  the  house  adjourned  without  a  decision. 


CHRONICLE. 

(i;j'The  report  that  nine  U.  S.  surveyors  were 
murdered  by  the  Choctaws,  sometime  ago,  is  now 
said  to  be  totally  void  of  foundation. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  lieut.  com.  Gregory, 
arrived  at  Charleston,  from  a  four  month's  cruise 
in  the  West  Indies  and  along  the  coast  of  South 
America.  Lieut.  Gregory  rendered  assistance  to 
many  of  his  countrymen,  and  brought  in  three 
persons  as  pirates  that  he  picked  up  on  his  voyage. 
The  Alligator  has  Just  sailed  from  Charleston  on 
another  cruise. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Ilornet,  capt.  R.  Henley,  has  arriveti 
at  Norfolk,  from  Pensacola  and  Havana— from  the 
latter  place  she  convoyed  22  vessels,  whose  com- 
manders gladly  availed  themselves  of  capt.  Hen- 
ley's presence  to  protect  them  from  the  pirates, 
who  are  more  audacious  than  ever,  and  appear  to 
be  countenanced  by,  if  not  in  partne-rship  with  per- 
sons of  high  standing  in  Havana,  &c.  and  the  au- 
thorities of  the  island,  if  they  have  the  disposition, 
have  not  the  ability  to  check  their  depredations. 

Baltimore.  A  gentleman,  vi^hose  name  is  unknown 
to  the  public,  presented  to  the  Orphaline  Inslilu- 
tion,  in  Calrert-street,  the  sum  of  50  dollars,  by  de- 
positing it  in  the  charity  box— and,  feeling  happy 
at  what  he  had  done,  determined  to  increase  his 
pleasure  by  sending  a  thousand  to  one  of  the  direc- 
tors, which  he  did.  He  is  a  lucky  man  thus  to  be 
able  to  purchase  good  feelings! 

Fire.  The  house  of  general  Solomon  Van  Rens. 
selaer,  near  Albany,  was  lately  destroyed  by  fire, 
communicated  by  some  ruffians— this  house  was 
broken  into  last  winter  and  the  robbers  repelled, 
leaving  behind  them  tracks  of  blood,  supposed  to 
have  been  caused  by  the  discharge  of  a  musket  by 
the  general's  son,  and  it  is  suggested  that  this  act 
was  one  of  vengeance  for  the  injury  then  sustained. 
Large  rewards  are  offered  for  the  incendiaries. 

Freshets.  During  the  last  week  unusual  damage 
was  done  by  sudden  rises  of  the  water  in  many  of 
our  rivers  and  lesser  streams.  A  notice  of  all  the 
particulars  that  have  reached  us  would  fill  several 
pages.  The  amount  of  injury  sustained  will  cost 
many  thousand  dollars  to  repair.  There  seems  to 
have  been  a  general  tliaw  that  extended  from  the 
Hudson  to  James'  River,  at  about  the  same  time; 
and  the  carrying  away  of  bridges  and  damage  done 
to  the  roads,  much  deranged  the  progress  of  ths 
mails  for  several  days. 

Maine.  The  seat  of  the  government  of  this  state 
has  been  removed,  by  law,  from  Portland  to  Hal- 
lowell 

Virginia.  The  legislature  of  the  state  of  Virgi- 
nia  lately  adjourned  on  account  of  the  decease  of 
the  lady  of  one  of  its  members. 

Keiitiicky — 156  or  158  dollars  in  paper  of  the 
bank  of  the  commonwealth  will  purchase,  at  Louis- 
ville, &c.  100  dollars  in  specie — and  specie  is  about 
2  per  cent,  below  the  paper  of  good  banks  in  the 
Atlantic  stales,  or  drafts  on  our  principal  cities. 

Louisiana.  A  bill  has  passed  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives to  remove  the  seat  of  government  from 
New-Orleans  to  Baton  Rouge. 
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MoNEY-cuKHESTS,  The  present  condition  of 
our  money  concerns  is  worth  noticing — for  we  be- 
lieve that  the  like  has  not  existed  for  several  years. 
It  is  notorious,  that  the  general  course  of  trade  be- 
tween Baltimore  and  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and 
New- York,  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  latter  places 

but  now,  so  it  is,  that,  if  the  Baltimore  banks 

do  not  absolutely  refuse  to  receive  the  bills  of  the 
banks  of  PJiiiadelphia  and  New-York,  they  take 
them  very  sparingly,  and  as  a  matter  of  favor  to 
their  customers.  Indeed,  so  great  is  the  amount  of 
their  funds  eastward,  that  notes  offered  for  discount 
have  been  refused,  unless  the  owners  would  take 
checks  on  Philadelphia,  which,  hitherto,  it  was 
ratiier  a  favor  to  receive,  and  they  could  not  often- 
times be  obtained.  We  do  not  pretend  to  account 
for  this  money-current — but  we  suppose  that  its 
former  course  will  soon  be  restored. 

*Sq.T7ai.i.y!'  The  Democratic  Press  says  that  large 
orders  have  been  received  in  the  United  States,  for 
the  purchase  of  liussiaii  hemp,  on  account  of  the 
British  government — in  consequence  of  which  that 
article  has  risen  25  per  cent.  If  the  editor  is  not 
misinformed,  that  fact  would  shew  that  war  is  ex 
pected  between  Russia  and  Gre.at  Britain.  The 
latter,  we  always  supposed,  would  support  her 
"good  allies,"  the  Turks:  but  her  eil'orts  cannot 
avail  any  thing,  unless  all  Europe  is  set  in  a  flame; 
an  event  much  desired  by  certain  Christian  peliti 
clans. 

"The  BALANCE  OF  TRADE."    We  have  received  a 
copy  of  the  statements  that  accompanied  the  letter 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  of  the  23d  Jan. 
lilt,  and  published  in  page  356  of  the  last  volunrie 
of  the  Registeu.     They  make  an  8vo.  pamphlet  of 
165  pages,  besides  several  ponderous  tables — and, 
by  abstract  or  extract,  a  sufficient  view  of  their 
contents  shall  soon  be  presented  to  answer  all  ge 
r.eraj  enquiries;  and  the  facts  set  forth  are  of  an 
interesting  nature,  though  the  great  purpose  in 
tended  to  have  been  accomplislied  by  such  state 
inents  may  have  failed — which  was  to  shew  the 
balance  of  trade. 

At  the  close  of  the  letter  referred  to  and  which 
is  prefixed  to  those  exhibits,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  informs  us  that  the  imports  of  the  year 
which  ended  on  the  30th  September,  1821,  were 
valued  at  §62,585,724;  and  the  exports  for  the 
s.ime  time  at  §64,974,382— on  which  he  makes  no 
sort  of  comment.  'I'lie  returns  from  the  custom- 
houses gave  him  those  items,  and  it  was  his  duty  to 
lay  them  before  congress  and  the  nation. 

But  -when  the  editors  of  the  "Xation.al  Intelli- 
gencer" published  the  letter  alluded  to,  they 
proudly  told  us,  that  "the  most  important  fact" 
contained  in  it  was,  that  the  exports  from  the  Unit 
ed  States  for  the  said  year,  "exeeedecl  the  imports  by 
two  vnllinna  four  hundred  thnusand  dollars"  italicis- 
ing the  words  as  in  the  preceding,  that  every  body 
might  be  convinced  of  the  prosperous  state  of  our 
country!  This  glorious  "and  most  important  fact" 
was  greedily  seized  upon  by  all  other  printers  and 
publishers  in  the  United  States,  whose  notion  of 
right  or  business  it  is  to  keep  up  the  impost  syste  < 
at  the  cost  of  the  free  laborers  of  our  country;  and 
VoE.  XXIh-^ — ^2-. 


the  glad  tidings  rolled  triumphant  from  Maine  to 
Georgia — though,  perhaps,  no  one  really  believed 
that  the  balance  of  trade  was  in  our  favor.  Some 
one  at  Washington,  who  makes  articles  for  the 
"Franklin  Gazette,"  at  Philadelphia,  said,  in  that 
paper  of  the  16th  ult. — "I  have  frequently  men- 
tioned to  you  the  subject  of  the  balance  of  trade, 
and  recently  adverted  to  the  custom-house  returns, 
shewing,  in  the  circle  of  trade,  that  the  balance  is 
in  our  favor,"  to  tlie  amount  of  "2,388,658  dollars." 
He  then  adds,  "Thus  it  appears  [yes,  appears!'] 
that  we  are  not  going  to  ruin  quite  as  fast  as  some 
croaking  politicians  would  have  persuaded  us;  and 
that,  on  the  whole,  the  present  system  of  trade  is 
a  very  good  one." 

On  seeing  this,  "I  said  to  myself"  I  am  one  of 
those  that  he  is  rapping  over  the  knuckles,  and  I 
thought  that  I  could  tell  the  exact  amount  which 
he  receives  of  the  public  money,  the  candle-ends 
and  cheese-parings  excepted,  and  fully  agreed 
that  the  "present  s^'stem  of  trade"  suited  him  (as 
it  does  all  the  office-holders)  "very  welli"  but  as  I 
had  smiled  at  the  paragraph  from  the  "National  In- 
telligencer," and  laid  it  aside  that  it  might  get  coo!, 
I  put  the  article  from  the  "Franklin  Gazette"  in 
the  same  pile,  with  a  perfect  assurance  in  my  own 
mind  that  I  should  have  occasion  to  bring  them 
forth  in  the  manner  that  I  now  adopt  to  explain 
them:  for  common  sense  told  me  that  the  rate  of 
exchange  on  England,  as  high  as.from  8  to  12  per 
cent,  premium,  during  the  year  stated,  conclusive- 
ly indicated  that  the  balance  of  trade  was  against 
us.*  That,  even  if  the  facts  drawn  from  the  custom 
houses  sliewed  a  fair  nominal  balance  in  our  favor, 
there  were  dozens  of  things  that  should  be  taken 
into  consideration,  as^opposed  to  a  real  existence  of 
such  balance — such  as  the  amount  paid  on  ex- 
change,  the  different  costs  thiit  belong  to  the  pur- 
chase of  goods  in  a  foreign  country  that  do  not  en- 
ter into  an  honest  invoice  to  establish  their  value 
at  our  customhouses,  the  frauds  on  the  revenue 
by  dishonest  invoices  and  smuggling,  the  value  of 
goods  lost  or  damaged  by  shipwreck,  bad  weather 
and  the  like,  (which,  whether  proceeding  from  or 
coming  into  the  United  St.^tes,  have  effect  to  in- 
crease the  amount  of  export  as  compared  with  the 
value  of  the  import,  though  individuals  suffer),  and 
insurance  paid  in  fortign  countries  for  the  safe 
tra.nsport  of  goods — all  which,  if  rightly  put  to- 
gether, would  shew  an  amount  of  not  less  than 
eight  or  ten  millions,  and.  perhaps,  much  more,  as 
we  may  attempt  to  exhibit  in  probable  detail  here- 
after. 

lint  our  object  now  is  to  draw  the  attention  of 
our  readers  to  the  "balance"  that  appears  in  our 
favor,  that  they  may  know  of  what  that  balance 
was  made.  The  documents  do  not  pass  into  the 
hands  of  many  persons,  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
what  I  am  about  to  state  will  be  news  to  three- 
fburtlis  of  the  members  of  congress  themselves! 


*'llie  exchange  is  now  nearly  riFTF.y.N  per  cent. 

against  us,  and  "the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favor" 
s  shewn  by  dray  loads  of  silver,  because  the  stock 
>t  gold  is  exhausted,  passing  through  our  streets 

for  foreign  places. 
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In  the  year  ending  oOtli  Sept.  1821,  we  imported — 
Of  g-old  and  silver  coin  and  bullion,*  the 


value  of 
Other  articles,  of  all  descriptions 


In  the  same  year  we  e.rported — 
Of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion 
All  other  articles 


§8,064,000 
54,521,724 

T62,585,724 


ing  in  the  Unite'd  States,  will  only  purchase  goods 
of  the  value  of  lOu^  in  Great  Britain.  This  shews 
that  the  nominal  amount  of  goods,  reciprocally  ex- 
ported or  received,  has  little  to  do  with  the  red 
value  of  such  goods  at  their  respective  places  of 
delivery,  to  say  nothing  of  the  gicitt  sums  wliich, 
for  public  stocks  or  on  private  account,  we  owe 
gl0,478,059j  to  British  subjects.  There  is  no  exchange  in  our 
54,496,325  j  favor  lo  balance  this  hign  premium  against  us;  and 

there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the  balance  of  trade 

t54,97'4,382 1  is  severely  adverse,  even  if  regulated  by  dollars 
And  the  amount  of  imports  being  taken  from  [  and  cenm,  which  have  less  to  do  with  positive  profit 
that  of  the  exports,  shews  the  proud  balance  of  or  loss  than  most  persons  imagine — such  profit  or 
-,388,658  dollars  in  onr  favor,  created  by  the  ex-  i  loss  b«ing  ascertained  by  the  amount  of  subsistence 
port  of  2,417,059  dollars  in  gold  and  silver  more  |  or  comfort  that  they  afford  or  deny.  Thus — it" 
than  we  received  of  those  metals.  Without  mean- 1  what  may  be  called  profit  acquired,  enables  a  man 
ng  to  pun  on  the  fact,  this  may  well  be  called  a    to  drink  Madeira  wine  that  would  prefer  whiskey 


precious  balance,  mdeed! — and  would  cause  one  to 
laugh,  if  a  body  could  laugh  at  such  an  exhibit  of 
the  prosperity  of  his  country,  in  its  present  ,§-oo(/ 


and  water,  he  may  really  be  u  loser  of  enjoyment 
by  it;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  loss  sustained  th;rt 
prevents  a  man  from  drinking  wine  who  ought  to 


system  of  trade.  But  it  is  not  a  laugliing  matter,  j  drink  whiskey,  may  be  a  real  gain  to  him — and  so  as 
if  the  tables  prove  any  thing,  they  prove  that  near-  to  necessaries  as  well  as  luxuries  or  comforts;  the 
'y  t<vo  millions  and  a  half  of  specie  were  drawn  i  measure  of  their  value  only  remotely  depending  on 


iTom  the  circulation  and  use  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  year  1S21. 

To  proceed — this  balance  by  no  means  exhibits 
Ine  real  state  of  the  cnse.  'I'he  imports  of  the 
precious  metals  was  nuich  more  in  silver  than  in 
gold,  and  the  export,  perliaps,  more  of  gold  than 
in  silver;  for  the  reason  that  an  Eagle,  in  London, 
will  purchase  aijout  as  much  as  eleven  Spanish  or 
American  doH^irs.  Some  our  merchants  have  paid 
ten  dollars  and  sixty  or  seventy  cents,  in  silver  for 
Kagles,  to  export  to  England,  and  put  funds  there 
to  drav/  bills  upon,  as  a  mere  transaction  of  buy- 
ing and  selling  money  or  what  passed  as  such;  and 
it  is  perfectly  understood,  that  large  quantities  of 
dollars  have  arrived  here  from  Jamaica,  &c.  for  the 
express  purpose  of  being  invested  in  gold  — the 
comparative  value  of  those  metals  differing  in  Eng- 
land from  what  it  is  in  the  United  States — the  rea- 
son or  right  of  which  it  is  not  our  present  intention 
to  examine;  it  is  sufficient  that  the  fact  is  as  we 
have  stated  it,  to  shew    where  the  "balance    of 


the  amount  of  money  expended  to  procure  them. 
To  speak  in  the  plainest  terms — fifteen  dollars  in 
silver  that  will  purchase  rice  enougiito  support  an 
East  Indian  for  twelve  months,  is  as  much  to  that 
person  as  sixty  or  more  dollars  to  an  American, 
that  will  only  enable  him  to  purchase  as  muoli 
bread  and  meat  as  will  sustain  him  twelve  months. 
How  then  would  the  "balance  of  trade"  stkud  be- 
tween those  two  persons,  if  regulated  only  by  dol- 
lars? But  this  is  a  digression,  and  belongs  more 
properly  to  a  much  weightier  subject  thaa  that  we 
are  treating  of. 

(  o  conclude — the  editors  of  the  "A''iitional  Tv- 
telliqencer"  and  of  the  "Franklin  Gazette,"  having 
told  the  people  that  there  was  a  balance  of  trade 
in  our  favor,  are  bound  to  let  them  know,  and  to 
thank  me  for  the  discovery,  that  that  balance  con- 
sisted of  eagles,  halt-eagles,  and  dollars,  drawn  out 
o.  the  domestic  circulation  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  exported  to  foreign  parts,  to  purchase  articles 
which  our  own  commodities  unJ  ^Ae /uAor,  cfr.  ex- 


trade"  lies.  But  this  is  not  all:  many  persons  who  '  ^^'"'^'^  °"  *^"'"  "'«''';'^''''  !'"[^  '"'^  {x^y/^^:  and  say, 
•export  specie,  for  many  and  manifest  reasons,  would  i  ^'."'V  ^^  ""''ody  eats  or  dnnks,  or  is  kept  warm  by 
conceal  the  fact;  but  those  who  import  it  would  \  f'°^^^^^  ""^^^  *^"*  "^"  J?"''^  ""l  ^''^■^'■'  ^^^^^  Tnei^\s, 
rather  proclaim  it  as  a  matter  to  their  credit-and  I  leaving  one  country  for  another,  furnish  evidence 
besides,  to  import  is  popular,  and  to  export  un- '  ^^^"^  "'^  labor  ot  the  receiving  is  more  profitable 


popular.  I  have  heard  a  merchant  engaged  in  the 
collection  of  gold  for  the  Cruish  market,  denounc- 
ed as  being  an  unprincipled  villian  for  it,  by  one 


than  that  of  the  exporting  country,  or  that  the  lat. 
ter  is  in  a  state  of  vassalage  to  the  former.  I  repeat 
it — I  think  it  is  their  duty  to  say,  thai  the  balance 


who  ought  to  have  known  that  the  transaction  wast  ^'^^^  "P"*"^  ^''  ''\*^  "^"i'^  ^'^*'^  composed  of  specie 
a  fair  mercantile  one,  and  who  would,  on   other]  f!"\^*^/°P^>;  [o""  ^"'".^'S"  commodities.     This  is 


occasions,  say  ''let  trade  regulate  itself,"  ?s  I  told 
him  at  the  time.  The  trade,  as  a  trade,  is  as  rightful 
as  any  other — and  the  current  of  the  precious  me- 
tal most  valued  at  the  great  mart  of  commerce, 
ahews  where  the  profit  of  such  commerce  centres. 
So  that,  taking  the  tables  together,  they  exhibit  lit 
tie  lo  shew  us  really  what  the  balance  of  trade  is, 
or,  so  far  as  they  go,  indicate  that  it  is  decidedly 
against  us.  Nearly  one  half  of  our  imports  are 
from  Great  Britain  and  her  territories,  and  thi- 
tlier  also,  one  half  of  our  exp'^rts  appear  to  go: 
the  nominal  amount  of  the  one  is  not  materially 
different  from  that  of  the  other,  still  there  is  sure- 
ly a  balance   in  favor  of  Britain,  when  114i  sterl 


*The  bullion  imported   or  exported  is  a  small 
lierr — but  included  'or  the  sake  of  precision. 
jSee  documents  Nu.  39.  pages  60  and  53. 
tThe  same,  pages  164  and  165. 


the  truth — an.f  I  hope  tiiat  they  will  meet  it  without 
being  ashamed  of  it. 

CAirrLATios!  The  editor  was  some  time  ago 
favored  with  a  letter  from  a  correspondent  in  the 
interior  of  New  York,  after  the  manner  of  what  is 
stated  below;  in  the  belief  that  it  would  give  him 
pleasure  to  be  informed  that  a  "plain  farmer"  of 
that  part  of  the  country,  had  seriously  turned  his 
attention  to  the  subject  of  taxation. 

It  appears  that  his  family  consists  of  six  persons 
— himself,  his  wife  and  four  children,  well  grown 
up,  exclusive  of  hirelings.  He  is  a  hard  worker, 
but  a  good. liver,  and  keeps  every  thing  snug 
about  him;  but  it  is  evident  that  the  schedule  oi" 
his  purchases  for  a  "winter's  supply"  must  have 
fallen  much  s^iort  of  the  whole  quantity  of  siicb 
goods  consumed; — however,  it  goes  to  shew  certaio 
facts  which  every  farmer  ought  to  reflect  deeply 
upon:  and  if  every  one  of  tlvis  invaluable  claas^ 
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when  they  visit  our  cities  to  make  purchases  for 
ahe  supply  of  their  families,  would  make  similar  es- 
timates— they  would  feel  the  falsity  of  the  often 
repeated  story  that  it  fs  commerce  which  furnishes 
the  revenue:  a  tale  which  has  been  told  over  so 
many  times  that  some  of  those  who  first  invented 
llie  gross  imposition,  perhaps,  believe  it  now  to  be 
trne. 

Extract.  "Just  before  the  hard-wes.ther  began, 
one  of  my  neighbors  transported  his  wheat,   &c. 

to ,  and,  having  disposed  of  his  products, 

according  to  his  custom,  he  laid-in  a  partial  supply 
of  goods  for  the  winter.  On  his  return  home  he 
made  out  a  curious  exhibit  of  their  cost,  which  I 
copy  and  send  to  you,  together  with  a  notice  of 
iis  remark  at  the  time. 

Price  of  articles-    tax  thereon,    u'hole  cost. 

56  Iba.  sugar  S.32  '  1.68  7.00 

12  lbs.  coffee  2.88  60  S.48 

1 II).  liyson  tea  75  40  1  25 

2  lbs.  souchong  do.  l.?5  25  1.50 

1-2  lb.  pepper  31  4  -iS 

1  dor.  tumblers  80     (about)  20  1.00 

2  doz.  plates  1.00  20  1.20 

1  doz.  knives  and  forks  1.60  40  2.00 

3  bush,  salt  1.7S  50  2.25 

2  gals.  F.  brandy  3.46  1.04  4.50 
2gals.  L.  wiiie  3.00  1.08  4.00 
1  gal.  J.  spirits                          1.02                          43  1.50 

3  gals,  molasses  1.35  15  1.50 
y  yards  of  clotU  36.00  9.00  4.'!.e0 
i  vest  patterns                          2.40                           60  3.00 

18  vards  of  calico  3.30    (about)      1.20  4.50 

36  do.  linen  15.48  2.52  18.00 

10  yards  ot  flannel  4.20  80  5.00 

12  pair gf  stockings  4.80  1.20  6.00 

22.26 

"And  here  I  stopped,  said  my  neighbor,"  finding 
ll1»t  1  had  paid  tivenlytwo  doHar^  and  liventy-six 
cents>'\n  taxes" — notbecause  I  had  obtained  all  that 
my  family  wanted,  but  because  I  could  not  spare  any 
more  money,  and  might  get  some  articles  on  as 
good  terms  nearer  home,  as  convenience  permit- 
ted: resolving  at  the  same  time,  that  1  never  would 
pay  such  taxes  again,  and  discovering  that  at  least 
iifty  dollars  a  year  had  been  taken  out  of  my 
pocket,  for  many  years  past,  without  my  consent." 

J^ ate  b]i  the  editor.  The  little  table  given  above 
is  not  exactly  as  it  was  stated  by  the  fanner,  though 
the  principle  of  the  thing  is  maintained.  In  no 
item  is  any  thing  like  extravagance  displayed — 
the  groceries  would  not  half  supply  a  decent  fami- 
ly of  six  persons  during  a  winter;  The  amount  of 
liquors  is  quite  small,  only  ,;fT»e  gallons  in  all.  The 
cloths,  &c.  allow  one  suit  to  the  father  and  his  two 
sons,  only  one  frock  and  one  under  garment  to  his 
wife  and  daughters,  and  one  change  of  linen  and 
stockings  for  each  person  in  the  family — which  to- 
gether, would  require  additional  articles  of  dress 
to  perhaps  an  amount  quite  equal  to  that  which  is 
laid  out  as  the  winter's  supply,  .^nd  I  venture  to 
&ay,  that  every  ^-oof/./h'ef  in  the  United  States,  with 
a  family  of  six  persons,  if  they  were  to  use  foreign 
goods  exclusively,  could  not  pay  less  in  taxes 
vhan  fifty  dollars  a  year.  I  myself  pay  about  se- 
venty, though  I  am  at  war  with  the  system— being 
compelled,  as  it  were,  yet  a  Vv-hile,  to  purchase  ma- 
ny foreign  commodities. 

About  men's  iihaiks— and  so  fobtit.  During  a 
certain  battle,  a  person  was  killed  by  a  cannon 
ball  and  his  brains  scattered  over  many  others  near 
him.  One  ofthe.se  looked  very  grave  at  the  oc- 
curence, and,  being  asked  if  he  was  frightened.' 
said,  "No — 1  am  only  thinkmg  how  it  was  that  a 
fellow  with  so  great  a  quantity  of  brains  should 
have  been  engaged  in  an  afiair  like  this!"  So 
it  seems,  by  this  cool  sort  of  reasoning,  that  the 
quantitij  of  a  man's  brains  may  not  preyent  him 


from  getting  into  difficulties;  and  we  are  led  to 
think  that  some  are  more  influenced  by  tli^ir 
passions  or  interests  than  the  amount  of  their 
brains,  as  a  measure  of  their  judgment;  and  this  is 
also  supposed  to  depend  on  the  heart,  the  nearest 
way  to  which  is  said  to  be  down  the  throat! — the 
vyodus  operandi  of  this  is  too  well  known  to  require 
an  explanation. 

I  have  not  taken  "medical  advice"  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  have  sometimes  almost  tliought  that  men's 
brains  might  be  located  in  their  bellies — seeing  that 
if  you  affect  the  belly  you  so  often  affect  the  brain. 
Thus,  because  I  recommend  economy  in  the  pub- 
lic expenditure,  every  officer  in  the  United  State* 
who  knows  himself  to  be  [nearly]  useless,  appre- 
hends that  his  belly  is  in  danger,  and  "cudgels  his 
brains"  to  make   me    out  an    ishmaelite — which 
makes  me  feel  quite  unhappy,  very  unhappy,  in- 
deed!    The  same  principle  is  applied  by  some  that 
ought  not  to  apply  it,   who  make  out  persons  as 
enemies  of  different  institutions  or  departments, 
if  they  attempt  to  reform  abuses  in  them,  though 
with   an  entire  view  by   reforming  to  preserve 
them.     If  I  should  say  to  the  secretarj'  of  the 
treasury,  "sir,  your  calculations  of  revenue  are  fal- 
lacious," I  must  stand  as  opposed  to  him  by  many 
of  the  belly-brained  gentry.     If  about  the  collec- 
tion of  the  customs,  tiiat  one  hundred  or  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  might  be  saved, 
without  detriment  to  the  public  st-rvice — surely  I 
am  an  enemy  to  the  gentlemen  who  gather  taxes 
from   the  people.     If  of  the   secretaries   of  wair 
or  of  the  navy — "gentlemen,  your  establishments 
are  too  costly  for  the  present  condition  of  the  na- 
tion;  cut  then  down  to  the  lowest  point  you  can, 
consistent  with  their  efficiency — especially  by  the 
discharge  of  useless  or  incompetent  officers  and 
agents" — bless  us,  what  a  working  of  brains  would 
be  produced! — I  should  be  called  a  hater  of  the 
army  and  navy,  though  I  have  done  as  much,  if 
not  more,  than  any  other  writer  to  make  them  po- 
pular  and  keep  up  what  is  good  in  them,  acquiied 
at  so   great   an  expense    to    the   nation.     But— 
"there's  no  joking  with  the  bell}'," — and  a  pres- 
sure on  its  brains  can  hardly  be  tolerated. 

As  to  myself,  1  do  not  care  what  such  brained 
people  say  of  me.  I  speak  now  the  language  that 
1  used  in  the  year  1798,  and  then  it  was  fashiona- 
ble with  mai:y  that  have  forgotten  it,  through 
a  change  in  the  seat  of  their  brains — these  having 
been  transferred  from  the  head  to  the  belly.  But 
the  body  of  the  people  will  act  consistently  and 
love  economy,  witheut  niggardness,  in  ihe  admi- 
nistration of  their  affairs.  Allliuman  establishments 
demand  occasional  glean uigs,  for  it  is  their  nature 
to  be  overrun  with  tares;  and,  if  they  ar«  not 
plucked  out,  the  whole  may  perish  through  the 
operation  oi'  force,  which  destroys  the  good  wth 
the  bad,  and  will  not  discriminate.  Every  body 
says  that  retrenchment  must  take  place,  but  two 
persons  will  hardly  agree  how  they  sliall  proceed 
to  bring  it  about.  One  vvill  presej've  the  civil  list, 
including  its  itemsfor  foreign  iiuercourbe  /;;  extenso 
— another  will  not  lessen  the  patronage  of  one 
of  the  secretaries,  thougli  both  agree  that  some- 
tliing  7n«4<  be  done:  and  iheir  Qp[)osition  ma\  easily 
result  in  real  injury  to  all,  by  refusals  to  reform 
this  or  that  depaitinent.  The  public  expenditure 
inuit  be  reduced  to  the  standard  of  the  public  re- 
venue, or  the  latter  be  raised  to  the  standard  of 
the  former,  and  force  will  accomplish  what  discre- 
tion should  perform. 

There  is  a  growing  disposition  in  congress  to  re- 
form abuses;   and,  if  reform  i-s  resisted  or  evaded 
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much  longer,  a  severe  ctitiing  down  will  take  place 
'The  real  fviends  of  our  national  establishments  see 
this — experience  hastauglit  tlieni  to  guard  against 
destruction  by  tiie  exercise  of  caution;  and  1  iiave 
no  hesitation  in  believing  tliat  the  most  faitliful 
supporters  of  the  army  or  navy,  tor  examples,  are 
those  that  are  most  zealous  J'or  a  reduction  of  the 
amount  of  monies  expended  on  tliem.  1  arrive  at 
this  conckision  from  an  examination  of  my  own 
heart — being  willing  to  allow  to  others  the  same 
honesty  of  motive  which  I  knoiv  influences  my  own 
conduct.  This  expression  of  a  belief  will  become 
prophecy  in  a  short  time,  unless  these  persons  ef- 
fect reformation, — if  it  pleases  Providence  that 
there  shall  not  be  a  general  war,  or  extensive  fa- 
mine, in  Europe,  by  which  the  government  of  the 
United  States  may  have  finaiicial  prosperity,  and 
llie  people  be  led  again  into  extravagance  found- 
ed on  the  miseries  of  their  fellow  men. 

Congress.  Some  of  the  members  are  looking  to 
an  early  adjournment — influenced  by  widely  dif- 
ferent motives.  A  part,  because  it  would  prevent 
the  taking  up  of  certain  important  subjects— ano- 
ther part,  for  the  reason  tha*  they  ar.  hopeless  of 
doing  any  thing  good.  'I'hat  tlie  naiionul  legisla- 
ture has  been  long  enough  in  session,  no  one  will 
pretend  to  deny  —  but  it  it  was  asked,  what  business 
had  been  transacted?  one  v\ould  be  much  at  a  loss  to 
guess  how  the  membei's  have  been  enipkiyed.  It 
is  true,  we  might  say,  thai  some  had  talked  a  consU 
clerable  quantity  and  sometimes  quite  warmly — 
that  they  had  otherwise  killed  time  with  much  per- 
severam  e,  and  closetted  themselves  frequently  and 
caucussed  much  to  mimu/ucture  a  president  of  the 
United  States— which,  by  the  bye,  is  a  branch  of 
domestic  industry  greatly  encouraged  in  the  "ten 
miles  square,"  and  engages  much  ot  the  talents  ot 
the  nation  for  intrigue.  And,  because  nothing  im- 
portant has  been  done,  it  may  be  a  reason  why  no 
important  thing  should  be  attempted,  Mr.  Han- 
dolph  is  for  breaking  up  at  once — even  without 
passing  the  usual  appropriation  bills  to  pay  the 
•'public  paupers  and  pensioners"  in  office,  as  he  de 
nominated  the  consumers  of  revenue.  I5ut  we 
hope  that,  instead  of  looking  to  a  speedy  adjourn- 
ment, the  1  ime  that  has  been  wasted  m,;y  be  redeem- 
ed by  thinking  rather  than  talking  on  the  public 
busis.ess.  For  verily,  if  congress  should  adjourn 
now,  it  would  have  been  better  if  they  had  not 
met,  except  for  one  day,  to  have  passetl  a  general 
law  to  authorize  the  diil'erent  departments  to  take 
as  much  money  out  of  the  treasury  as  they  pleas- 
ed— provided  always,  there  was  enough  ot  it  to  sa- 
tisfy them  all,  and  that  they  could  agree  upon  a  di- 
vision of  it. 

So  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  (and  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  consider  several  of  the  busi- 
7iess-men  in  congress  as  my  friends),  there  are  few 
s  luations  in  which  a  thinking  person  can  be  placed, 
that  is  more  irksome  than  a  writer's  residence  at 
Wa  hington,  when  the  time  of  a  session  is  >v:<sted 
as  tlie  present  one  has  been.  They  are  oftentimes 
ready  to  pack  up  their  baggage  and  depart,  without 
ceremony — and  nothing  restrains  them  from  it  but 
the  consideration  that  if  all,  wlio  are  influenced  by 
like  feelings,  siiould  pursue  the  same  conduct,  more 
harm  might  be  suflVred  by  doing  than  by  not  do- 
ii.g  business.  But,  judging  by  the  appearance  of 
the  members,  at  difierent  periods  since  I  have  had 
some  knowledge  of  our  congresses,  it  seems  pretty 
plain  to  me  that  the  amount  of  sober-looking,  busi- 
ness-doing faces,  h;>s  much  diminished,  andis,  per- 
haps, yearly  declining;  while  the  amount  of  unrc- 


flecting-countenaHces  has  been  on  the  increase. — 
It  is  true,  a  person  is  not  to  be  judged  by  his  looks; 
but  we  cannot  help  yielding  up  something  to  the 
physiognomy  of  men.  Perhaps,  there  is  as  much 
speaking  talents  in  the  national  legislature  now,  as 
at  any  other  period — as  mucl\  ability  to  examine 
into  theories  and  adjust  disputed  points  of  doctrine; 
butthe  fruits  of  experience  and  the  sound  judgment 
tiiat  results  from  practice,  are  wanted — it  may  be, 
self-excluded  by  the  preponderance  of  the  other 
party,  which  worries  and  wears  out  the  patience  of 
their  thinking  colleagues.  There  are  good  mem- 
bers from  each  section  of  our  country,  zealous  for 
the  despatch  of  business — but  that  there  are  too 
many  talkers  and  too  few  thinkers,  is  manifest  to 
every  man.  We  thus  suffer  damage,  perhaps,  as 
a  cost  to  the  nation,  for  its  admirable  system  of 
representation;  but  this  damage  would  be  much 
lessened,  if  the  people  in  their  several  districts, 
would  act  discreetly  and  prefer  the  strong-minded 
man  to  th«  glib-tongued:  but  there  is  a  sort  of  lo- 
cal pride  that  too  often  gives  a  preference  to  the 
latter  -  what  signifies  it  to  send  a  man  to  congress 
unless  he  makes  a  speech  that  fills  6  or  8  columns 
in  the  "National  Inteihgencer?"  The  people  hke 
to  see  that  their  members  "cut  a  figure,"  whether 
the  figure  is  worth  any  thing  or  not.  We  must 
correct  this  vulgar  and  destructive  error.  A  repre- 
sentative sliould  be  able  to  ex]>ress  his  opinion 
when  nee  ssary  and 'he  plainer  it  is  done  the  bet- 
ter. Fi-ankiin,  the  printer,  and  Sherman,  the  shoe- 
maker, would  have  succeeded  as  badly  in  making  set- 
speeches,  as  our  sophomoric  orators  would  fail  in  at- 
tempting to  reason  with  such  men. 

To  return  to  the  subject.  Though  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  has  acknow- 
ledged that  any  calculation  about  tlie  revenue  must 
be  "fallacious,"  it  is  determined  that  no  present 
attempt  shall  be  made  to  establish  it  on  a  perma- 
nent basis;  and  the  main  thing  that  interests  that 
committee  is  the  ~Mays  of  expending,  not  the  meana 
of  acquiring  money.  But  there  are  many  other 
things  of  much  importance  to  ihe  people,  that 
miglit  engage  the  attention  of  congress — a  reduc- 
tion of  the  cost  of  several,  branches  of  the  public 
business,  to  prevent  a  waste  of  the  public  money 
on  useless  persons — a  revision  of  the  tarilf,  with  a 
view  to  i:icrease  the  revenue — and  the  enactment 
of  some  laws  to  protect  the  national  industry,  as 
apphed  to  the  production  of  bread  stufl's  and  meats 
fi.r  the  supply  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  iron,  wool,  &c.  &c.  Is  it  not  to  be 
feared,  nay,  is  it  not  probable,  that  this  hasty  stir 
about  an  adjournment,  after  so  great  a  waste  of 
time,  may  not  have  for  its  purpose  to  prevent  the 
latter  subject  from  being  taken  up  or  considered 
at  all?  The  bankrupt  bill,  though  not  expected  to 
pass,  has  had  a  patient  investigation— the  object 
of  that  bill  IS  to  release  persons  from  the  payment 
of  their  debts:  butthe  matters  which  relate  to  the 
national  industry,  to  enable  the  people  to  create 
value  to  pay  their  debts,  are  denied  a  hearing!*  If 

*I  am  afraid  that  some  then  incomprehensible 
expressions  that  I  heard  at  Washington,  early  in 
January  last,  are  about  to  be  explained  by  the  sub- 
jects  brought  up  for  discussion  in  congress  in- 
stance the  bankrupt  law.  That  some  are  sincerely 
fitvorable  to  its  passage,  cannot  be  doubted;  but 
does  any  one  of  these  really  believe  that  it  will 
pass  at  the  present  session?  Still,  the  debate  con- 
tinues, and  when  the  speaking  aixmt  it  is  to  have  an 
end,  no  one  can  guess.  Is  it  itnr•o^■Vlble  that  the 
Iriends  of  this  law  are  made  the  agents  of  aiiothe" 
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this  is  patriotic  or  praiseworthy,  we  cannot  undtr-     but  what  is  the  vaUie  of  that  conrimerce  compared 

stundihe  meaiiins,^  of  terms.     A  very  numerous  bo- '  "'-''^  """ .-^^^..-^  „f  :„„_    — i..    :.,  „  „„..:„„.,i 

dy  of  people,  who,  aided  by  macliinery,  create  a 
value  far  superior  in  amount  to  the  value  of  all  our 
proflucts  exported,  are  not  listened  to,  though  they 
ask  oi>Iy  so.ne  degi'ee  j^fthat  protection  and  en- 
couragement which  is  afrorded  to  other  and  not 


with  the  manufacture  of  iron,  only,  in  a  national 
point  of  view?  I  doubt  if  it  is  as  one  to  fifty,  per- 
haps not  as  one  to  an  hundred.  Is  there  only  one 
class  of  persons  that  may  be  pirated  on  with  icnpu- 
nity?     It  seems  so. 

A  s'?iall  extension  of  protection  to  the  manufac* 


more  deserving  classes  of  their  fellow  citiz;  ns,  A  turing  classes  just  now,  would  give  prosperity  to  all 
few  wretches  m  Cuba  have  depredated  on  our  i  the  grain-growing  districts  of  the  United  States, 
commerce,  and,  it  may  be,  robbed  our  merchants  iand,  in  a  very  short  time,  really  turn  the  balance 
of  halfa  million  of  dollars,  more  or  less— and  weare  jof  trade  in  our  favor,  and  enable  the  government, 
quite  willing,  every  body  is  willing,  to  spend  an  (through  the  increased  means  of  the  people,  to  es- 
equal  or  sup'.rior  amount  to  breakup  the  business  !tablisn  the  public  revenue  on  its  only  legitimate 
or  keep  them  in  check.     Nay,  we  have  gone  even   foundation— which  is  the  resources  of  the  citizens 


so  far  as  to  land  on  the  shores  of  a.  foreign  country, 
attack  the  inliabitants  and  set  their  houses  on  fire 
— and  the  Whole  of  us  justify  the  proceeding,  and 
M'ill  justify  it,  even  though  it  should  cost  us  a  war, 

as  it  might  or  would  do,  if  Spain   was  able 

to  wag'-  it,  unless  such  acts  were  disavowed  and 
indemnification  made  for  the  property  destroyed, 
&c.  If  congiess  should  rise  without  doing  some- 
Ihinir  for  the  protection  of  commerce  thus  assailed, 
(if  tlie  powers  already  vested  in  and  exerted  by  the 
executive  are  deemed  insufficient),  what  an  outcry 
should  we  have— yes,  and  /  would  join  in  it 


interest,  to  prevent  discussions  that  might  result 
in  the  |)assuge  of  laws? — or.  to  suppose,  if  the  bank- 
mpt  bill  should  receive  the  *^go-bi',"  tliat  atlairs  in 
Florida  may  not  be  brought  up  to  occupy  the  time, 
or  to  disgust  the  members  so  that  they  will  agree 
to  a  prccipUale  adjournment?  1  merely  suggei.t 
these  things,  that  those  more  able  than  I  am  to  liit : 
the  veil,  may  ascertain  tiie  motives  by  which  men 
are  governed. 

The  proposed  lime  of  adjournment  is  too  far  oit 
or  too  closK  at  hand:  too  far   off,  if  it  is  resolved 
that  nothing  fe;hall  be  done — loo  close,  if  it  is  in- 1 
tended  to  do  any  thing  uiore  than  vote  away  mo- 
ney. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  we  have  received 
the  '  Nitional  Intelligencer"  of  Wednesday,  which 
sa>s — "We  have  said,  that  it  is  next  to  impossible 
that  the  state  of  business  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives can  allow  of  an  adjourr.ment  on  the  first 
Monday  in  next  month.  Let  the  reader  judge. 
There  are  now  on  the  list  of  orders  of  the  day— 
that  is,  of  proposiiians  referred  to  committees  of 
thf  whole  house  for  discussion — one  hundred  and 
three  in  number;  and  there  is,  of  propositions  yet 
before  committees  or  yet  to  be  originati  d,  at  least 
an  equal  number  To  adjourn  in  a  month,  the  house 
must  finally  dispose  of  six  or  eight  of  these  sub- 
jects, (some  of  them  of  great  importance),  in  one 
day,  or  they  must  leave  them  untouched  and  ne- 
glected. Further,  the  number  of  the  petitions  pre- 
sented to  the  house  of  representatives,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session,  yesterday 
inclusive,  is  tvelve  Imndred  and  fifty.  Upon  the 
wliole  number,  there  has,  to  this  day,  we  believe, 
been  no  final  decision  in  favor  of  any  one  of  the  pe- 
titioners. Admitting  that  tiiere  are  many  cases  of  i  cannot  be  too  carefully  guarded;  and  it  is  evidently 
petitions  which  are  frivolous,  and  some  which  are  Uhe  intention  of  tlie  conslitution,  that  a  member  of 
fraudulent — not  to  speak  of  the  large  class  of  cases  congress  shall  not  be  compensated  for  other  ser- 
n  which,  though  hard,  the  government  cannot  in- 1  vices  out  of  the  public  purse,  while  he  holds  that 


of  the  United  States;  and  we  hope  that  the  present 
session  of  congress  will  not  be  closed  without  ex- 
pressing its  determination  on  the  great  subject  that 
we  have  in  view;  that,  as  many  of  the  elections  for 
the  next  congress  will  take  place  in  the  succeeding 
autumn,  the  electors  may  clearly  understand  what 
it  is  their  business  to  do. 

Case  of  Mn.  Tuomas.  .Tesse  B.  Thomas,  esq.  a 
senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois, was  employed  during  the  last  summer,  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  tojexamine  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  several  land  offices  in  Missouri,  Illinois, 
Indiana,  (lliio  and  Michigan,  for  which  he  received 
about  1,000  dollars,  according  to  a  statement  just 
exhibited  by  him.  The  law  provides  that  such  ex» 
aminations  shall  be  had,  and  the  amount  charged 
for  the  services  rendered  is  not  objected  to — but 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Thomas,  at  the  time  a  sena- 
tor of  the  United  States,  has  made  no  small  stir  at 
Washington,  and  caused  the  house  of  representa- 
tives to  call  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for 
a:l  the  papers  connected  with  the  transaction, 
whirh  have  been  laid  before  that  body  and  printed. 
Mr.  Thomas  had  a  klter  of  credit  to  receive  money 
at  the  different  offices  as  lie  might  be  entitled  to 
it,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  day,  and  the  like 
sum  for  every  20  miles  travelled,  while  engaged  in 
the  public  business. 

It  appears,  from  an  article  published  in  the  "Na- 
tional  Intelligencer,"  as  a  letter  from  a  gentleman 
in  Washington  to  his  frier^d  in  South  Carolina,  that 
other  persons,  while  members  of  congress,  have 
been  employed  by  government  during  the  recess  of 
the  legislative  body — that  Mr.  Dawson,  (represen- 
tati  e)  was  appointed  to  cari\  a  t  ea^  to  Fian  e; 
that  Mr.  Smith,  (senator)  commissioner  to  hold 
a  treaty  with  certain  Indians,  and  Mr.  Tracy,  also 
a  senator,  was  sent  to  inspect  the  N  and  N.  W. 
posts,  by  presidents  Jefferson,  VLidison  and  Adams. 
The  constitution  may  not  be  violated  by  such  ap- 
pointments— but  it  is  a  "practice  more  honored  in 
its  breach  than  in  the  observance;"  and  we  shall  be 
glad,  indeed,  if  the  public  feeling  is  so  excited  that 
no  one  will  venture  to  make  such  appointments  for 
the  future,  unless  the  emergency  is  great,  and  pe. 
culiar  circumstances  shall  render  such  a  proceed- 
"ng  necessary.     The  purity  of  the  legislative  body 


tcifere — yet  it  will  not  be  denied  that,  among  so 
great  a  number,  there  must  be  not  a  few  entitled  at 
least  to  a  hearing  in  the  house.  There  are  strong 
reasons,  besides  the  convenience  of  the  members, 
•why  the  present  session  of  congress  should  have 


appointment  from  the  people  or  the  states. 

'I'he  constitution  says  "no  person  holding  any 
office  under  the  United  States  shall  be  a  member 
of  either  house  during  his  conlinuance  in  office." 
Some  contend  that  Mr.  Thomas'  appointment  did 


an  early  termination;  but  it  is  hoped  that,  at  the]  not  amount  to  an  "office"  — but,  surely,  he  was 
adjournment,  there  will  not  be  three  fourths  of  the  i  vested  with  autliority  and  received  pay  for  services 
business  of  the  session  left  qp  the  table."  | rendered;  and  could  not  have  taken  his  seat  in  the 


n 
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senate,  if  any  service  was  to  have  been  performed 
at  Washington,  for  which  he  should,  at  the  same 
time,  have  been  in  the  receipt  of  such  pay:  but 
tills  does  not  absolutely  determine  the  fact,  whe- 
tlier  he  was  disqualified  to  receive  a  compensation 
for  services  rendered  during  a  recess  of  the  legis- 
lature—about which  «<a  great  deal  might  be  said  on 
both  sides."  But  we  hope  that  no  such  a  case  will 
again  occur  to  cause  persons  to  speak  of  it. 

FoHF.ir,jv  HEWS.  By  an  arrival  at  Charleston, 
Loi  don  papers  of  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  .Janua- 
ry (one  d<.y  later),  have  been  received.  The  fol- 
^o\^  iiig  is  a  brief  notice  of  the  chief  things  present- 
ed: 

In  England,  a  war  with  Russia  was  talked  of— 
but  there  was  not  any  fluctuation  in  the  funds — 
which  is  the  British  barometer. 

In  France,  the  new  ministry  was  severely  assailed. 
It  had  been  understood  that  the  censorship  of  the 
press  wc.uld  be  abolished,  wliereas  certain  regula- 
tions, in  substance  as  follows,  were  offered  to  the 
chamber  of  deputies: — 

Art.  1. — No  journals  except  those  which  at  pre- 
sent exist,  can  henceforth  appear  without  the  au- 
thority of  go-ceri\n'.ent. 

Art.  2 — The  offences  of  th  e  journals  against  indi- 
viduals, will  be  prosecuted  in  the  ordinary  manner. 
Art.  3. — In  case  the  spirit  or  g-eneral  tendenci/  of 
any  journal  or  periodical  ivi-itinff  shall  be  of  a  nature 
to  injure  the  public  peace,  or  the  respect  due  to 
the  religion  of  the  state,  of  to  the  other  religions 
recognized  in  France,  or  the  authority  of  the  king, 
or  the  stabihty  of  constitutional  institutions,  the 
royal  courts,  within  the  range  of  whose  jurisdiction 
thtse  journals  are  published,  shall  have  the  power 
in  solemn  audience,  to  suspend  the  said  journals  or 
even  to  suppress  them. 

Art.  4 — If,  in  the  interval  of  the  session  of  the 
chambers,  grave  circumstances  should  momentarily 
render  insufficient  the  measures  of  guarantee  and 
repression  at  present  established,  the  censorship 
shall  be  immediately  restored  to  activity  in  virttie  oj  a 
royal  ordinance,  counter jiirned  by  thee  ministers. 

The  5th  article  only  states  that  the  provisions  of 
the  former  law,  not  repealed,  shall  remain. 

On  the  rpading  of  this  project  of  a  law,  it  is  said, 
the  liberals  showed  a  violent  disapprobation.  The 
Tight  side  testified  no  feeling,  and  only  called  out 
••order!"  Discussions  of  the  most  violent  character, 
and  most  vital  importartce,  are  expected  to  take 
place.  Many  of  the  royalists  are  dissatisfied  with 
the  executive  conduct  of  ministers,  and  their  legis- 
lative wisdom  is  not  likely  tore-inspire  confidence. 
M.  dc  Cazes  was  expected  at  Paris,  to  oppose 
ministers  in  the  peers. 

In  Spain,  the  cortes  have  attributed  the  disorders, 
in  part,  to  the  conduct  of  the  ministers,  and  re- 
urged  their  dismission. 

Of  the  affairs  of  Bugsia  and  Turkey,  it  is  said  that 
an  accidental  rencontre  had  taken  place  on  the 
Pruth.  The  rej^ort  about  the  assassination  of  the 
sultan  is  not  true.  The  emperor  Alexander  was 
expected  at  Wilna.  Many  war  rumors  were  afloat 
at  Vienna;  but  it  is  asserted  that  Austria  would  re- 
main neutral.  The  Turks  had  ravaged  and  ex- 
hausted the  province  of  Moldavia. 

The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
JVelherlands  for  1821,js  fixed  at  55  875,052  florins, 
the  extraordinary  at  18,688,856,  besides  one  mil- 
lion as  a  vote  of  credit.  A  bill  was  before  the 
chambers  to  levy  duties  on  importation  and  ex- 
portation, and  on  the  transit  of  goods. 

Several  of  the  late  revolutionjsts  ofJs'apks,  among 


them  gen.  G.  Pepe,  have  been  consigned  to  the 
"holy  keeping"  of  the  truly  legi'imate  emperor  of 
Austria,  who  has  sent  them  to  the  dungeons  of 
Prague.  When  Napoleon,  who  three  times  had  his 
foot  on  the  neck  of  this  stupid  tyrant — why  did  he 
not  crusli  it.-"  j,  * 

We  have  also  some  tiews  from  South  America. 
A  gazette,  to  be  printed  in  the  English  language, 
is  proposed  to  be  published  at  Caraccas.  Bolivar 
has  directed  that  1000  dollars  a  year  out  of  his  sala- 
ry, shall  be  paid  to  the  widow  of  a  citizen— she  be- 
ing reduced  to  abject  poverty. 

Gazettes  and  periodical  publications,  pamphlets, 
Sec.  whether /b»-e(^?j  or  domestic,  are  exempted  from 
postage  in  the  republic  of  Colom!)ia;  unless  the 
weight  of  a  pamphlet,  of  national  printing,  shall  ex« 
ceed  four  ounces. 

A  letter  from  Buenos  Jh/res  states  the  death  of 
Carrera — he  was  carried  to  the  spot  where  his  bro- 
ther died,  and  there  shot.  He  refused  to  be  blind- 
folded. It  is  said  that  parts  of  his  body  were 
sent  to  different  provinces!  Ramirez  had  also  been 
executed.  Order  has  been  restored  to  the  interior, 
and  the  present  administration  is  popular. 

An  account  received  from  Valparaiso,  justifies 
lord  Cochrane  in  his  late  seizure  of  the  money  col- 
lected in  Peru,  by  San  Martin.  The  success  of  the 
expedition  had  chiefly  rested  on  the  fleet — the 
seamen  had  not  been  paid  for  two  years;  the  admi- 
ral took  the  money  and  paid  them.  It  was  believed 
that  the  Chilian  government  would  justify  him  in 
the  procedure — but  he  and  San  Martin  were  fairly 
at  issue,  and  one  or  the  other,  it  was  thought,  must 
retire  from  command.  Chiii  will  carry  on  a  lucra- 
tive commerce  with  Peru. 

A  new  congress  was  to  have  met  in  Mexico  in 
February  last,  to  consist  of  162  deputies  and  29 
proxies — the  deputies  to  be  divided  into  two  legisla- 
tive bodies  of  equal  numbers,  so  that  the  laws  which 
originate  in  one  chamber  may  be  revised  in  the 
other.  It  is  imperative  that  the  deputies  should  be 
of  different  classes — some  of  the  departments,  are 
required  to  send  at  least  one  farmer,  miner,  mecha- 
nic, merchant,  lawyer,  priest  or  nobleman,  &c. — 
This  is  a  singular  regulation. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  New  Spain,  without  dis* 
tinction  of  country  or  color,  are  declared  citizens, 
and  may  hold  any  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people  or 
the  government. 

SuoAH.  Several  planters  in  Florida  have  already 
commenced  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  cane,  on 
the  river  St.  John's,  in  the  neighborhood  of  lake 
George,  an.l  no  doubt  is  entertained  of  their  suc- 
cess. 

The  river  St.  John's,  which  runs  nearly  through 
the  whole  tongue  of  land  called  East  Floi'ida,  from 
south  to  north,  is  navigable  for  vessels  of  35  tons 
the  distance  of  150  miles  from  the  sea.  If  it  were 
not  for  a  bar  at  the  southern  extremity  of  lake 
George,  any  vessel  that  can  pass  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  John's,  might  proceed  up  that 
river  as  far  as  it  has  been  explored,  says  the  ac- 
count; but  the  bar -at  lake  George  admits  the  pas- 
sage of  vessels  not  drawing  more  than  6  feet  water. 
The  lands  on  this  great  river  are  heavily  timbered. 

Altered  teei-ings.  A  British  vessel  of  war  lately 
arrived  at  Charleston  from  the  West  Indies,  with 
500,000  silver  dollars,  for  that  city  and  New-York. 
A  while  ago,  we  never  heard  of  such  an  occurrence 
without  pleasure,  thinking  that  it  furnished  con- 
clusive evidence  of  the  prosperous  state  of  our 
country — belie vingf  that  specie  was  chiefly  used  be.' 
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tween  the  dealing  men  of  different  nations  to  adjust  j 
accounts  and  pay  oft'  balances,   whicli  could  not 
be  settled  by  a  mtitwal  exclumge  of  commodities 
of  their  own  tjrowth  or  product.     It  is  comrr.only 
ihe  last  article  of  trade  that  leaves  a  country  — and 
will  not  leave  any  one,  unless  there  is  nothing  that 
■will  pay  a  freight  and  assist  in  adjusting  balances  of 
trade.     Rags-  brirristone — the  most  filthy  or  most 
tlangeroiis  articles  for  export,  are  preferred,  if  they 
will   yi'.  Ida  profit   sufficient  to  p:iy  tlie     cost   of 
transportation. 

But  now  we  do  not  feel  pleased  witli  such  arri- 
vals— we  Vnow  that  the  United  Stat<s  was  drained 
of  two  millions  and  an  half  of  dollars,  in  specie,  in 
the  course  of  the  last  year,  and  we  are  to  under- 
stand by  such  importations  tliat  tliey  are  made  for 
the  purpose  of  being  exchanged  for  gold,  though 
this  may  not  be  the  case  in  the  present  instance. 
The  general  design  cannot  be  mistaken,  when 
gold  is  at  about  eisrht  arid  an  half  per  cnii.  premium, 
and  Spanisli  dollars,  until  very  lately,  would  not 
command  one  per  cent,  premium,  if  any,  though 
at  present  the  brokers  sell  them  at  2|.  Our  ea- 
gles.jbeing  worth  ten  dollars  and  eighti  five  Cents 
in  silver,  for  the  British  mini,  have  nearly  all  taken 
%4ings  and  flown  away— yet  it  has  been  said  that 
«<the  balance  of  trade  is  in  our  favor'." 

"Rr.sTnicTioss  oy  thape.  The  following  are  cer- 
tain resolutions  that  were  passed  by  an  association 
in  Baltimore  called  "the  Chamber  of  Commerce," 
on  the  16th  ult. 

"The  committee  to  whom  ivas  referred,  the  me- 
morial of  the  citizf  ns  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk, 
yespecting  the  restriction  on  commerce,  which  was 
laid  before  this  chamber  on  the  4th  inst.  beg  leave 
to  report,  that  they  have  given  it,  as  well  as  the 
subject  on  which  it  treats,  their  most  attentive  con- 
sideration and  ri  flection,  and  are  deeply  impressed 
with  the  conviction  that  the  said  memorial  contains 
dfacts  and  remarks  which  are  just;  they  therefore 
recommend  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  as  the  oplnionof  this  chamber,  that  the 
interest  of  comm  rce  will  be  promoted  and  the  re- 
venue of  the  country  improved,  by  removing  the 
existing  restrictions  on  the  West  India  trade,  and 
that  the  shipping  interest  of  our  country  will  be 
greatly  benefited,  inasmuch  as  it  will  be  the  means 
of  encreasing  tic**  number,  variety  and  quantity  of 
articles  for  exportation,  and  of  course  encreasing 
the  emj)Ioyment  of  our  ships,  and  facilitating  our 
intercourse  with  foreign  nations. 

Resolved,  also,  as  the  opinion  of  this  chamber, 
that  commerce  Jlourishes  most  ivhere  it  is  most  free; 
that  the  importance  and  value  of  the  American 
commerce  will  be  promoted  by  allowing  our  sea 
ports  to  be  made  the  depot  of  all  foreign  produc- 
tions, subject,  nevertheless,  to  such  duties,  as  the 
■wisdom  of  congress  may  prescribe;  and  provided. 


should  be  allowed  on  exportation  by  any  foreign 
vessel."  That  is,  tliat  commerce  should  be  free 
for  our  own  \essels,  but  restricted  as  to  foreign 
ones:  the  very  thing  that  the  laboring  classes  of  our 
country  want,  for  the  advancement  of  other  ob- 
jects. But  really,  the  "chamber"  has  strangely 
expressed  its  meaning;  best  if  most  free— yet  re- 
stricted! 

We  understand,  however,  that  the  merchants  of 
this  place,  in  general,  disavow  the  preceding  reso- 
lutions as  expressive  of  their  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  a  counter  memorial  signed  by  many 
of  them,  fias  been  or  is  about  to  be  presented  to 
congress:  and  it  is  said  that  the  "chamber"  which 
decided  on  the  important  question  submitted, 
was  composed  only  ot  25  persons,  13  of  whom 
voted  for  and  12  against  the  passage  of  these  reso- 
lutions. 

Mahtlanji.  At  the  late  session  of  the  general 
assembly  of  this  state,  a  law  passed  to  levy  a  direct 
tax  of  o0,o25  dolka-s,  apportioned  among  the  seve- 
ral counties  as  follows: 


Allegany  . 

Frederick 

Montgomery  . 

Washington 

Charles 

St.  Mary's 

Calvert 

Prince  Ceorga': 

Anne  Arundel 

Baltimore 

Harford 

Ccccil 

Kent    , 

Queen-Ann's 

Caroline 

Talbot 

Dorchester 

Somerset  . 

Worcester 


S442 

2,8;.4 

1,022 

1,474 

1,348 

790 

482 

1,538 

1,963 

9,734 

1,070 

1,190 

843 

1,126 

450 

828 

1.102 

1,108 

982 


The  above  is  1-5  of  the  late  United  States  direct 
tax. 

By  which  it  appears  that  Baltimore  (citj'  and 
county)  pays  nearly  one-third  of  the  whole— and, 
as  tliis  district  has  6  members  out  of  the  80  that 
compose  the  house  of  delegates,  the  taxation  is 
oue-lhird  and  the  representation  one-lhirteentk. 
Here  is  equity!  Baltimore,  with  6  members,  pays 
nearl}'  as  much  lax  as  twelve  other  counties  wiilt 
48  members;  or  a  decided  majority  of  the  whole 
power  of  legislation  in  the  state.  What  a  "glo- 
rious constitution!" 

It  may  be  asked,  wliy  do  you  not  rectify  it? — 
We  answer,  because  men  "feel  power  and' forget 
right."  We  have  also  one-third  of  the  free  po- 
pulation of  the  state.     But  the  consolation  is  left 


,       ,     ,      r  ,    ■- ■      „        ,  ..  us,  that  the  first  principles  of  natural  right  areas 

that  ne  dra-wback  of  duties  is  allo-uied  on  exporlation\^^,c^  violated  in  \-irginia  as  thev  are  in'  VSarvi  nd 
ly, my Jora^n  vessel.  -the    Old   Sarum   rule  of  constitutin; 


Resolved,  Ihat  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommend- 
ed to  the  senators  and  representatives  of  this  state 
in  congress,  to  advocate  the  repeal  of  the  laws 
passed  the  ISth  April,  1818,  and  the  supplement 
thereto,  passsed  15lh  .May,  1820,  which  consiitule 
ivhat  is  denominated  the  restrictive  system. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be 
transmitted  to  our  senators  and  representatives  in 
congress,  by  the  president  of  this  chamber." 

O^We  have  taken  the  liberty  to  italicise  a  few 
words  in  the  2nd  resolution,  viz-,  "that  conhmerce 
Nourishes  most  where  it  is  most  free,"  and  the  part 
tljAt  rejcomm^nds  a  rsstviction,  "that  no  drawback 


power  prevailing  equally  in  both. 


legislative 


New  Ynr.K  canals.  The  total  receipts  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  canal  fund,  to  th*-  3lst  of 
December  last  amount  to  f'y>  !Jjl,S28  15 

Expenditures,  J. 455,538  62 


Unexpended  balance  Jan.  1, 1822,    ^396,189  So 

1  he  receipt  for  tolls  on  the  Western   canal  last 

year  was    fj,20.234    8y;    on    the    NortI.ein  canal, 

V)l,386  ^' 1-.      I  lic  commissioners  estimate  that  the 

lolls  for  the  year  1822,  will  amount  to  g40,(JOO. 
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The  annual  product  or  revenue  set  aside  for 
these  works,  is  estimated  at  220,000  dollars,  for 
the  year  1822 — viz  duties  on  goods  sold  at  auction 
115,000;  duty  on  salt  manufactured  in  the  Western 
district  60,000;  commutation  for  tax  on  steam-boat 
passengers  5000;  tolls  40,000. 

The  unproductive  funds  appropriated  to  the 
making  of  the  canals,  are  137,632  acres  of  land — 
which  was  chiefly  given  by  the  Holland  company, 
and  some  by  indi\  iduals  to  forward  the  work. 

The  receipts  of  the  last  year  amounted  to 
1,625,501  dollars,  of  which  1,400,000  was  by  loans, 
and  the  sum  of  50,560  as  premiums  thereon;  and  the 
expenditures  were  1,246,880. 

Thus  these  mighty  works  go  on,  and  acquire 
blrenglh  from  their  own  progress. 

'  Vf.umojjt.  a  convention  was  lately  held  at  Mont- 
pelier  to  take  into  consideration  certain  amendments 
to  the  constitution,  proposed  by  the  "council  of 
censors."  After  organizing  themselves,  they  pro- 
cede.d  to  business,  and,  before  the  close  of  the  se- 
cond day,  had  considered  and  decided  against  the 
five  alterations  proposed.  The  convention  met  the 
next  day  to  give  due  form  to  its  proceedings,  and, 
at  an  earl)'  hour,  adjourned  sine.  die.  What  length 
of  time  would  such  matters  have  consumed,  if  they 
had  been  submitted  to  the  congress  of  the  United 
States?  .Judging  from  the  business  transacted  at 
the  present  session,  we  cannot  believe  that  it  could 
be  accomplished  in  less  than  three  months. 

Protestant  episcopal  cHuncn  iiv  the  U.  States 

— from  a  work  recently  published  at  New  York. 
In  the  eastern  diocess,  composed  of  the  states  of 

]Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 

Island,   of  which  the  right  rev.  Dr.   Griswold  is 

bishop,  the  number  of  the  clergy  is  as  follows: — 
In  Maine  2;  New  Hampshire  4;  Massachusetts  16; 

Vei'mont  7;  Rhode  Island  6 — making  a  total  of  oS 
In  Connecticut,  of  which  the  right  rev.  Thos. 

Church  Brownell  is  bishop,  45 

In  New  York,  of  which  the  right  rev.  Dr.  John 

Henry  Hobart  is  bishop,  85 

In  New  Jersey,  of  which  the  right  rev.  Dr. 

John  Croes  is  bishop,  14 

In  Pennsylvania,  of  which  the  right  rev.  Dr. 

"William  White  is  bishop,  28 

In  Delaware,  3 

In  Maryland,  of  which  the  right  rev.  Dr.  Jas. 

Kemp  is  bishop,  55 

In  Virginia,  of  which  the  right  rev.  Dr.  Rich- 

ard  Channing  Moore  is  bishop,  28 

In  North  Carolina,  9 

In  South  Carolina,  of  which   the  rijjht  rev. 

Nathaniel  Bowen,  D.  D.  is  bisliop  26 

In  Ohio,  of  which  the  right  rev.  Dr.  Philander 

Chase  is  bishop,  8 

In  Georgia,  3 

In  Kentucky,  4 

In  Louisiana,  1 

In  Missouri,  1 

In  Florida,  1 

Total  346 

The  following  compose  the  "house  of  bishops"— 

Dr.  White,  presiding  or  senior  bishop.   Doctors 

Hobart,    Gnswold,  Moore,   Kemp,  Croes,  Bowen, 

Chase,  Brownell. 

Though  there  are  only  346  clergymen  of  this  de- 
nomination of  Christians  in  the  United  States,  tliere 
are  nearly  600  congregations;  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, one  clergyman  has  to  perform  service  at 
three  or  four  different  places. 


TuE  xnuTii.  The  "New  York  American"  says 
— "It  is  useless  to  disguise  the  fact,  that  sooner 
or  later,  resort  must  be  had  to  direct  taxation  for 
the  support  of  government,  and  we  are  satisfied 
that  the  longer  such  a  system  is  delayed,  the  more 
onerous  it  will  be  wlien  adopted.  It  is  both  un- 
safe in  practice,  and  unsound  in  theory,  that  the 
whole  resources  of  a  country  like  this  should  be 
made  to  depend  upon  commej'cial  revenue,  which, 
from  its  very  nature,  is  least  available  when  most 
needed." 


Longitude  of  the  Capitol. 

FHOX  THE  NATIOJ^AL  INTELLIGENCER. 

On  tlie  30th  day  of  March,  1821,  a  joint  resohi- 
tion  was  passed  by  the  two  houses  of  congress,  au- 
thorizing the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  astronomical  observations  to  be  made,  with 
a  view  to  determniing  the  longitude  of  the  capi- 
tol  in  the  city  of  Washington,  from  Greenwich,  or 
some  other  known  meridian  in  Europe,  and  to 
cause  the  data,  calculations,  &c.  to  be  laid  before 
congress.  Mr.  William  Lambert  having  been  se- 
lected to  perform  this  service,  his  report  thereon 
was  transmitted  to  congress  on  the  8th  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, and  has  just  issued  from  the  press,  in  a 
tract  of  eighty  page^octavo. 

The  result  of  all  the  observations,  for  the  longi- 
tude of  the  capitol,  is  given  thus: 

From  Paris  Obs'y, 
o     '      "  dec. 
Prior  to  the  3d  March,  1821  79  15  41  46 

Transit  observations  79  15  42  00 

Solar  eclipse  of  August  27,   1821, 

(Mean  of  two  methods)  79  15  41  60 


Mean  result 


79  15  41  69 


From  Greenwich. 

Prior  to  the  3d  March,  1821  76  55  30  31 

Transit  observation  76  55  30  85 

Solar  eclipse  of  August  27,  1821. 

(Mean  of  two  methods)  76  55  30  45 


Mean  result 


76  55  30  54 


Assuming  "the  president's  house  to  be  N.  7^^^ 
W.  one  mile  and  a  half  and  fifty  feet,  or  7970  feet 
from  the  centre  of  the  capitol,"  the  longitude  of 
the  president's  house  is  thus  stated: 

From  Paris  Obs^y^ 
o     '      "  dec. 
Longitude  of  the  capitol  W.  79  15  41  69 

DiHerence  of  longitude  +      1  34  79 


Longitude  of  the  president's  house  79  17  16  48  W. 


From  GreeriTvich. 
o     '      "  dec. 
76  55  30  54 
+      1  34  79 


Longitude  of  the  capitol  W. 
Difierence  of  longitude 

Longitude  of  the  president's  house  76  57  5  33  W. 
"The  greatest  variation,"  says  Mr.  Lambert,  "in 
the  several  results  as  above  stated,  allowing  94,806 
yards  to  a  degree  of  longitude  in  our  latitude,  is  14 
yard.s,  0  feet,  8  inches,  i'rom  which  we  deduct  19 
feet,  tlie  distance  at  which  the  transit  instrument 
was  fixed  west  of  tlie  centre  of  the  capitol,  we  shall 
have  seven  yards,  two  ieet,  eight  inches.  If  we 
compare  the  mean  result  of  all  the  observations 
with  that  which  has  been  recorded  in  the  abstract* 
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of  calculations,  heretofore  furnished  the  two  houses 
of  congress,  and  allow  the  same  deduction,  the 
variance  nearly  vanishes  and  does  not  amount  to 
11  inches  of  our  admeasurement  If  we  admit  the 
difierence  of  the  meridians  of  Paris  and  Green- 
wich, to  be  2"  20'  15"  as  stated  in  the  Connaisance 
des  Terns,  for  the  present  yeai",  instead  of  2°  20' 
11"  15  dec.  applied  to  the  results  of  the  transit  ob- 
servations which  have  been  made,  the  variance 
woula  still  be  less  than  the  length  of  the  capitol  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  viz:  120  yards.  Under 
all  the  circumstances  in  which  llie  foregoing  result 
can  be  viewed,  allowing  a  small  error  to  have  been 
committed  in  ascertaining  the  reduction  of  longi- 
tude from  a  sphere  to  a  spherioil,  acccording  to  the 
ratio  of  320  to  319,  and  to  the  distance  of  the  me- 
ridians of  Paris  and  Washington,  it  is  not  believed 
that  it  differs  one  quarter  of  a  minute  of  longitude 
from  the  truth." 

The  report  of  Mr.  Lambert  concludes  thus: 
♦•It  has  been  considered  the  duty  of  the  author  of 
the  calculations  originally  made,  in  justice  to  the 
American  community,  as  well  as  to  his  own  feel- 
ings and  character,  to  exhibit  to  -the  jnembers  of 
the  seventeenth  congress  a  detailed  statement  ef( 
such  proceedings  as  are  explanatory  of,  or  con. 
nected  with  the  plan  proposed  for  the  establisli- 
ment  of  a  first  meridian  for  the  United  States  at 
the  city  of  Washington,  The  legislative  and  exe- 
cutive authorities  of  the  national  government  will 
decide  on  the  utility  or  inexpediency  of  erecting 
an  observatory,  and  furnishing  it  with  suitable  in- 
struments and  apparatus.  Without  such  an  insti- 
tution, the  right  ascension,  dechnation,  longitude 
and  latitude  of  the  moon,  plamets,  &c.  cannot  be 
ascertained  with  sufficient  accuracy;  and  any  at- 
tempt to  compute  a  nautical  almanac,  or  astrono- 
mical Ephemeris,  for  ourselves,  would  be  futile, 
if  not  preposterous.  Until  an  observatory  be 
erected  and  furnished,  we  shall  be  compelled  to 
rely  on  the  labors  of  scientific  men  in  Europe  for 
the  elements  necessary  to  be  used  in  our  astrono- 
mical calculations;  and  it  never  can  be  in  the  power 
of  a  few  individuals  in  this  country,  however  lau- 
dable and  persevering  their  exertions  may  be,  to 
remove  or  lessen  that  dependence  on  foreign  na- 
tions, if  they  do  no  meet  with  adequate  encourage- 
ment and  support," 


Military  Academy,  West  Point. 

JYewburgh,  Jan.  29,  By  one  of  the  standing  re- 
gulations of  this  institution,  the  commandant  of  the 
U,  S.  corps  of  engineers  is  constituted,  ex-officio, 
its  inspector;  and  is  required,  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  as  such,  to  make  a  thorough  examinati.on 
into  all  its  details  at  least  once  every  year.  In  com- 
plance  with  this  regulation,  the  present  chief  engi- 
neer,  major  general  Macomb,  lately  paid  a  visit  of 
inspection  to  the  academy,  and  devoted  nearly 
three,  weeks  to  the  various  objects  of  inquiry  and 
examination.  During  this  time,  all  the  departments 
of  instruction,  and  the  whole  system  of  police  and 
discipline,  were  brought  into  view,  and  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  a  mass  of  information  has  been  collect- 
ed in  relation  to  them,  which  will  essentially  aid 
the  government  in  perfecting  the  organization  and 
<;ode  of  the  institution. 

Previously  to  his  departure,  the  officers  and  ca- 
dets were  assembled  and  addressed  as  follows: 

««As  commandant  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  make  occasional  visits  of  in- 
spection to  the  military  academy;  but  I  am  not 
Ifid  by  duty  more  than  by  inchn^^tion,  to  fulfil  this 


obligation.  Associated  with  the  institution  in  its 
infancy,  when,  under  the  venerable  and  excellent 
colonel  Williams,  was  laid  the  foundation  of  its  fu- 
ture usefulness,  1  have  never  ceased  to  observe  its 
progress  from  that  incipient  state,  to  its  present 
advancement,  with  an  interest  which  derived  new 
strength  from  such  pleasing  I'eflections.  Indeed, 
every  officer  who  can  claim  any  relation  with  it, 
must  have  experienced  congenial  sentiments.  Ma- 
ny of  its  graduates  have  done  credit  to  themselves 
and  honor  to  their  country.  The  achievements  of 
the  late  war  have  conferred  a  durable  fame  on  ma- 
ny of  their  names;  and  an  honorable  monument  now 
stands  on  theae  plains,  which  exhibits  at  once  an 
example  for  a  soldier  and  the  reward  of  his  valor. 
"The  late  marches  which  have  been  made  by  the 
corps  of  cadets,  through  various  sections  of  the 
country,  have  left  the  most  flattering  and  favorable 
impressions  behind.  Wherever  it  has  moved,  the 
approbation  of  the  public  has  followed.  And  it  is 
certainly  not  a  little  praise-worthy  to  a  body  of 
young  men,  animated  by  the  enthusiasm  and  shar- 
ing in  the  exuberant  feelings  of  that  age,  that  they 
should  have  maintained,  amid  so  many  temptations, 
such  a  general  character  for  discretion  and  forbear- 
ance. The  gentlemanly  deportment  which  has 
likewise  been  equally  conspicuous,  though  equally 
commendable,  excites  less  surprise,  and  was  to  be 
expected  from  such  respectable  tuition  and  exam- 
ples. 

"After  a  tour  of  comparative  amusement  and  re- 
laxtion,  it  is  gratifying  to  see  you  once  more  en- 
gaged in  the  perhaps  less  alluring,  but  more  solid 
and  improving  pursuit  of  sedentary  study.  The 
advantage  wiiich  attends  the  exercise  of  marches, 
encampments  and  evolutions,  however  great,  is  of 
light  importance  weighed  in  the  balance  with  the 
result  of  your  severer  and  more  scientific  avoca- 
tions. The  profession  to  which  you  are  destined, 
must  be  a  constant  lesson  on  these  subjects;  and 
however  proper  it  may  be  to  become  proficients  in 
them  here,  yet  their  want  might  be  supplied  by  a 
course  of  military  experience.  But  unless  you  are 
here  deeply  initiated  in  those  sciences  which  di- 
rect, if  they  do  not  constitute  the  talents  of  a  gene- 
ra), you  may  in  vain  endeavor  to  supply  their  defi- 
ciency hereafter.  The  active  engagements  of  life 
are  constantly  developing  and  confirming  the  pre- 
cepts acquired  in  studious  youth,  but  their  crowd- 
ed and  rapid  occurrence  aifords  but  little  leisure  for 
research  into  the  archives  of  recorded  wisdom.  It 
is  here  you  must  become  mathematicians,  study  the 
theories  of  engineering,  and  learn  the  broad  and 
general  principles  of  war:  it  is  here  you  must  ac- 
quire the  art  of  drawing  and  improve  those  topo- 
graphical faculties  which  give  the  coup  d'ccil.  The 
course  of  your  future  i)rofession  may  bring  them 
into  practice;  and,  perhaps,  after  many  years,  be- 
stow some  of  them  in  a  degree  when  wanting;  but 
as  you  would  spare  yourselves  this  slow  and  uncer- 
tain process,  improve  the  opportunity  that  is  now 
before  you. 

"The  military  academy  has  been,  and  still  is,  the 
object  of  constant  attention  on  the  part  of  govern- 
ment. The  secretary  of  war  watches  over  its  pros- 
perity with  parental  anxiety,  and,  amid  all  the  con- 
flicts of  opinion  to  which  the  army,  generally,  has 
been  subject,  this  institution  has  been  respected 
and  preserved.  The  general  advantages  arising 
from  it  may  be  among  the  reasons  which  have  con- 
firmed its  standing.  But  I  am  willing  to  attribute 
much  to  the  conduct  of  its  members.  The  soldierh', 
correct,  and  modest  deportment  which  has  charac- 
terized them  in  their  various  exhibitions  before 
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the  public,  andthe  higher  distinctions  many  of  them 
have  acquired  at  occasional  examinations,  whicli 
have  been  made  under  the  supervision  of  men, 
eminent  in  science  and  public  life,  by  diffusing-  flat- 
tering prepossessions  through  the  community,  must 
liuve  strongly  influenced  jjuldic  opinion.  'I  hat  )  ou 
ma)'  contirMie  to  sustain  the  same  rcputatujn — a  re- 
putation that  proniiscs  alike  skiitul  officers  and 
useful  citizens,  is  a  wish  dictated  both  by  my  pride 
in  the  profession  and  love  of  my  country." 


Foreign  Articles. 

HATTI. 
Tiansiated  for' the  American  Sentinel,  fiom  tlie  Port  au  Prince 

Ttlegrat)!),  January  iO. 

Jlnmversary  of  the  I9lh  iiear  oj  the  independence  of 

Iltiyii. 

On  the  evening  preceding-,  at  sun  set,  a  dis- 
charge of  17  guns  proclaimed  this  solemn  day.  A 
similar  discharge  '.vas  also  fired  the  next  morning 
at  sun  rise.  At  eight  o'clock,  the  troops  of  the 
garrison,  in  t!ie  finest  order,  assembled  at  La  Place 
Petion.  At  9  o'clock,  the  executive  body  and 
the  judiciary,  the  Haytien  and  foreign  merchanS 
also  repaired  thither.  Among  these  was  observed 
the  American  commercial  agent.  At  half  past  9 
o'clock,  the  senate,  with  its  president,  rear  adn^ural 
Panayoty,  proceeded  thither,  and  met  the  presi- 
dent of  llayti;  and  his  excellency,  accompanied 
with  the  general  officers  of  the  army,  placed  him- 
self with  the  senate  oh  the  altar  of  tfle  country. 
A  discharge  of  seventeen  guns  announced  the  ar- 
rival of  his  excellency.  Immediately  the  repeated 
cries  of  rire  I'hidefjeridence,  vive  la  liberie,  and  vive 
le  president  d'lfayti!  resounded  from  every  side. — 
After  a  moment's  pause,  his  excellency  pronounc- 
ed a  discourse  with  force  and  vehemence!  We  re- 
gret that  we  cannot  insert  it  in  our  sheet,  as  it  was 
delivered  extempore,  liut  he  reminded  the  people 
and  the  army  of  the  duties  which  they  had  to  fulfil, 
in  order  to  preserve  the  peace,  the  harmony  and 
the  imion  necessary  among  members  of  the  same 
family.  He  concluded  by  the  customary  oath, 
which  he  took  in  these  terms: 

"We  stvenr  to  the  tvhole  universe  and  to  posterity, 
to  renounce  forever  all  foreign  domination,  to  live  free 
and  independent,  or  die." 

After  this  discourse,  the  same  cries  resounded 
through  the  air.  1  he  president  of  the  senate  then 
addressed  the  people  in  the  following  speech: 

Discourse,  pronounced  on  the  altar  of  the  country,  be- 
fore  the  funeral  monument  of  .Alexander  Petion, 
by  the  senator,  rear  admiral  Panayoty,  president  of 
the  senate. 

Haytiens — Three  centuries  of  disgrace  have  pres- 
sed on  our  heads;  for  three  centuries,  the  children 
of  Hayti  groaned  under  the  withering  rod  of  the 
most  frightful  despotism;  but  the  cry  of  nature 
caused  itself  to  be  heard,  and  the  solemn  day,  of 
which  we  celebrate  the  19th  anniversary,  that  me- 
morable day  in  our  annals,  will  transmit  to  our  off- 
spring, the  epoch  when  we  swore  to  live  free,  in- 
dependent, and  to  renounce  forever  all  foreign 
domination;  we  swore  it  in  the  presence  of  the  Su- 
preme Being;  we  swore  it  over  the  mutilated  bones 
of  our  fathers,  of  our  wives,  of  our  children;  we 
swore  it  over  a  heap  of  ashes  mixed  with  our 
blood — complaining  spirits  of  our  brothers,  martyrs 
of  liberty,  you  have  heard  this  sacred  oath;  repose 
in  peace  in  the  bosom  of  your  tombs;  your  blood 
has  flowed  for  your  country;  your  blood  has  been 
avenged. 


This  oatli,  which  we  renew  every  year,  is  our 
rallying  word — the  palladium  of  glorious  Hayti. — 
Let  the  present  age — let  all  future  ages  pronounce, 
in  the  intoxication  of  gratitude  and  of  admiration, 
the  names  of  the  heroes  of  liberty,  and  of  the 
founder  of  the  republic. 

I  will  pass  in  silence  the  causes  which  led  to  our 
emancipation;  their  detail  would  make  us  shudder 
with  horror,  and  would  recal  painful  recollections. 
The  history  of  our  country  will  speak  of  them;  it 
will  display  to  posterity  truths  which  ourtraducers 
cannot  deny,  and  which  philanthropy  will  hear  w:th 
sorrow. 

From  the  happy  period  of  our  regeneration, 
there  has  been  seen  in  us  a  people  capable  of  all 
the  efforts  and  all  the  sacrifices  which  liberty  and 
independence  require.  Let  those  tremble  who 
have  endeavored  to  sliake  their  foundations!  Let 
them  fly  far  from  these  shores  too  long  imbrued 
with  blood  by  barbarous  hands,  let  them  flj! — 
Fluyti  is  become  the  asylum  of  oppressed  virtue. — 
The  sentinel,  who  incessantlj'  watches  for  its  pre- 
servation, will  find  in  our  affection  his  most  firm 
support.  Let  us  wat|:h  with  him  around  tiie  altar 
where  shines  the  sacred  fire  that  inflames  us.  'rhe 
sliglitest  neglect  of  our  duties  will  render  us  guilty 
and  expose  us  to  the  greatest  dangers.  Let  us 
proceed  in  harmony,  and  let  our  enemies  know, 
that  nothing  id  more  formidable  than  a  people 
oppressed  and  driven  to  despair;  let  them  know, 
that  valour,  courage  and  all  the  other  warlike  vir- 
tues are  not  only  found  in  camps,  but  that  the 
peaceable  inhabitants  of  cities,  hamlets  and  the 
country,  when  their  native  land  is  in  danger,  will 
join  in  a  body  their  brethren  in  arms,  and*  share 
their  glory  in  expelling  the  inhuman  aggressors 
who  dared  to  set  a  sacrilegious  foot  on  the  terrier 
tory  of  liberty. 

Hayti!  O  my  country!  whose  proud  head  is  raised 
above  thy  glorious  ruins,  yes,  though  slialt  be  rich, 
thou  shalt  be  powerful,  from  the  harmony  and  the 
concord  which  shall  henceforth  reign  among  thy 
children;  no  longer  will  they  tear  out  their  bowels 
with  their  own  hands;  their  blood  is  their  country's; 
it  is  for  it  that  blood  should  be  mingled  with  the 
blood  of  those  destroyers  of  humanity,  who,  under 
the  pretext  of  serving  it,  would  force  from  a  dis- 
tant  shore,  childrenfrom  the  tender  cares  of  a  mo- 
ther,  a  father  from  his  children,  men  from  the  bo- 
som of  their  families,  to  plunge  them,  in  a  foreign 
land,  in  a  hateful  slavery.  Tyrants  of  the  new  world, 
tremble  at  the  union  which  has  just  been  produced 
among  7is/  JVo,  the  blood  of  the  victims  of  your  cu- 
pidity shall  no  longer  water  this  sacred  land.  And 
thou,  O  sun,  thou  who  during  three  centuries,  hast 
shone  in  these  countries,  upon  crimes  the  most 
unheard  of;  thou,  powerful  auxiliary,  thou,  the 
avenger  of  our  cUmate,  will  shed  a  gentle  influ- 
ence on  the  labors  of  a  free  people,  who,  in  the 
shadow  of  peace,  give  themselves  up  to  agricul- 
ture, the  arts,  the  sciences  and  commerce. 

But  what  do  I  hear,  Haytiens?  Far  from  our 
native  land,  beyond  the  seas  there  are  generous 
minds;  I  hear  the  voice  of  these  apostles  of  our 
just  cause,  who,  after  having  carried  their  vows  to 
the  foot  of  the  throne  of  the  Divinity,  manifest 
them  on  earth,  by  anathematising  in  their  writings, 
those  dealers  in  human  flesh,  who,  covered  with 
the  leprosy  of  prejudice,  do  not  cease  to  outrage 
humanity  and  to  degrade  it  in  the  eyes  of  nature. 
IHay  these  apostles  of  liberty  be  worthy  of  the  tri- 
bute of  our  gratitude.  Let  us  lend  an  ear  to  their 
lessons;  let  us  be  scrupulous  observers  of  our  laws, 
attentive  to  all  our  duties^  let  the  experience  of 
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our  past  misfortunes  serve  us  as  a  guide.  Let  us 
imitate  those  nations  ot  antiquity,  whose  memory 
would  be  lost  in  the  night  of  ages,  if  they  had  not 
rendered  themselves  illustrious  by  their  courage, 
their  misfortunes  and  their  virtues;  let  fraternity, 
union  and  concord,  reign  strictly  among  us;  these 
are  the  rocks  on  which  the  efforts  and  the  rage  of 
our  old  oppressors  will  be  broken. 

Around  the  palm  tree  where  we  are  this  day  as- 
sembled, we  ought  each  year  to  recal  to  our  children 
the  outrages  committed  on  their  fathers;  — around 
this  sacred  tree,  we  ought  to  say  to  them:  "here 
sleep  the  mortal  remains  oi  ^'ilexamler  Petion,  the 
founder  of  the  republic;  let  this  name  be  forever 
engraven  on  your  hearts;  let  your  children's  chil- 
dren repeat  it  with  admiration  and  tenderness; 
here,  in  this  very  place,  where  you  will  assemble 
every  year,  and  with  a  holy  enthusiasm,  you  will 
cause  these  terrible  words  to  be  heard: — We  swear 
to  immolate  ourselves  on  the  ruins  of  this  funeral 
monument,  rather  than  ever  submit  to  foreign  do- 
mination." 

Vive  la  1  berte!  vive  la  republique!  vive  I'inde- 
pendence!  vive  le  president  d'Hayti! 

Port  au  Prince,  Jan.  19,  1822,  19lh  anniversary 
of  the  independence  of  Hayti. 

At  10  o'clock,  the  troops  defiled,  to  repair  to 
the  cathedral,  in  order  to  hear  the  Te  Tieum,  and 
the  president  also  repaired  thither  with  his  whole 
retinue. 

After  divine  service,  his  excellency  retired  to 
the  national  palace  with  the  same  attendants.  A 
grand  entertainment  took  place  in  the  afternoon, 
at  which  the  greater  part  of  the  civil  and  military 
authorities  were  present.  Joy  and  gaiety  prevail- 
ed during  the  repast.  The  following  toasts  were 
given. 

1.  By  his  excellency  the  president  of  Hayti — 
The  glory  and  prosperity  of  the  republic. 

2.  By  the  same— The  memory  of  the  illustrious 
Alexander  Petion,  the  founder  of  the  republic. 

3.  By  the  president  of  the  senate — The  presi- 
dent of  Hayti — may  God  bless  and  protect  his 
days. 

4.  By  brigadier  general  B.  Inginac,  secretary 
general — The  senate. 

5.  By  brigadier  general  Thomas — The  chamber 
of  commons. 

After  the  repast,  the  guests  repaired  to  the  pe- 
ristyle of  the  national  palace,  and  enjoyed  a  dis- 
play of  very  fine  fire-works.  A  ball,  at  which  a 
great  many  of  the  ladies  of  the  city  were  present, 
closed  this  day,  the  anniversary  of  which  is  cele- 
brated every  year  by  the  Haytiens  with  all  the 
delight  and  satisfaction  with  which  it  is  calculated 
to  inspire  them. 

MEXICO. 

Among  our  Mexican  Gazettes  we  found  one  con- 
taining the  manifesto,  or  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence of  the  junta,  from  which  we  have  translated 
the  following.  This  is  not  exactly  such  a  document 
as  such  an  occasion  called  for;  the  reasoning  is  by 
no  means  vigorous,  nor,  if  we  may  be  permitted  to 
judge  a  foreign  language,  the  stile  eloquent. — The 
analogies  drawn  from  the  young  birds  that  quit 
the  parent  nest,  and  the  young  beasts  which  at  ma- 
turity abandon  their  dam,  appear  to  us  both  frivo- 
lous and  puerile.  There  are  no  heart  stirring  re- 
collections in  it,  roused  by  the  recital  of  former 
wrongs;  no  impassioned  appeals;  no  solemn  pledge; 
but  it  is  nevertheless,  as  a  manifestation  of  the  inten- 
tions of  that  people  decisive  of  its  object.  It  as- 
serts the  future  independence  of  the  ".Mexican  em 


serted,  at  the  period  when  this  manifesto  was  issu- 
ed, may,  perhaps,  in  fact,  account  for  its  apparent 
tameness.     At  any  rate  it  is  a  curious  document. 

Extract  from  the  mamfesio  rf  the  provisional  junta  to 
the  people  of  the  ^Mexican  eivpire. 


"After  the  long  night  of 


three  ages. 


in  which 


America  has  lain  plunged  in  darknes,  the  aurora  of 
her  felicity  at  last  burst  forth;  that  day  dawned  fur 
which  she  has  sighed  and  wiiich  slie  desires  may  be 
perpetual: — This  consummation  would  never  [lave 
been  obtained,  if  it  had  not  been  founded  injustice, 
nor  if  justice  herself  were  not  to  be  the  base  of  the 
government  which  is  to  consolidate  it.  But  the 
junta  has  the  satisfaction  to  announce  that  both 
considerations  are  combined  in  the  emancipation 
which  we  have  accomplished. 

"Nature  has  marked  out  the  territories  of  nations 
by  rivers,  mountains  and  other  boundaries,  which 
establish  their  limits.  How  many  slates  are  divided 
by  the  Po  and  the  Rhine,  as  the  Alps  and  the  Pyre- 
nees divides  France  from  Italy  and  from  Spain. — 
From  this  last,  imm'-nse  seas  and  a  vast  distance  di- 
vide America;  distances  which  not  only  make  them 
diffeveiit  as  kingdoms,  but  establish  them  as  belong- 
ing to  two  different  worlds.  Policy  must  necessari- 
ly conform  to  the  order  of  nature,  and  as  it  would 
be  monstrous  to  put  in  the  same  space  the  contrary 
elements  of  fire  and  water,  it  is  equally  so  to  unite 
in  one  province,  people  who  are  distinct  and  distant; 
especially  if  that  difference  and  distance,  extend 
to  the  extremity  of  the  two  woilds,  since  then  it 
embraces  all  the  contrarieties  which  climate  can 
originate.  The  two  vast  globes,  and  opposite 
movements,  cannot  revolve  without  embarrasment 
upon  one  axis,  but  each  requires  its  own;  in  the 
same  manner,  two  empires  of  distinct  and  opposite 
qualities  require  two  governments,  without  being 
susceptible  of  being  united  in  one,  which  is  never 
sufficient  to  govern  both  well. 

i      "If  occasionally,  the  order  of  nature  is  violated, 
in  departing  from  the  boundaries  she  fixes,  it  mus* 
happen,   as  with  fire  inclosed  in  the  mines,  that 
an  explosion  will  finally    take    place.     The   two 
Spains,  Old  and  New,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing, 
Castile   and  Mexico,   which  have  hitherto  borne 
those  names,  belong  to  distinct  regions  of  the  earth, 
to  different  portions  of  the  globe,  to  opposite  zones 
of  the  sphere;   differences  which  at  once   evince 
the  justice  of  their  separation.     If  tiiey  have  been 
united,  as  Esau  and  Jacob  in  the  womb  of  Rebecca, 
and  have  long  remained  so;  this  alone^  giving  to 
the  latter  her  growth,  has  rendered  it  necessary 
that  they  should  separate,  as  these  twins  did,  first 
in  the  maternal  bosom,  and  afterwards  in  their  des- 
cendants.    This  idea  is  further  enforced  by  illus- 
tr.-itions  drawn  from  animal  nature,   wherein  the 
offspring,  when  capable   of  providing  for  itself, 
leaves  its  dam,  the  young  bird  its  nest;  and  New 
Spain  having  arrived  at  the  vigor  of  manhood,  is 
bound  by  all  analogy,  it  is  said,  to  .separate  and 
shift  for  itself     This  it  is  which  justifies  the  inde- 
pendence of  America.     She  has  burst,  says  the  de- 
claration, her  chains,  in  order  to  acquire  liberty, 
and  to  withdraw  herself  from  the  yoke  whicii  em- 
barra.ssed   her  prosperity,  by  limiting  her  labor, 
her  industry,  her  commerce,  by  the  sole  interest 
or  pleasure  of  the  mother  country  " 

[It  is  then  generally  stated,  that  until  a  meeting 
of  the  cortes,  the  laws  and  constitution  of  .Spain,  as 
far  as  they  are  applicable,  will  be  the  law  of  the 
land;  and  after  a  merited  compliment  to  the  armv, 
and  particularly  to  its  chief,  the  declaration  con- 


pire/' and  ttiat  having  been  achieved,  as  well  as  as- j  eludes  with  a  general  expression  of  the  desire  of 


28 


NILES'  REGISTER -MARCH  9,  182-2— CONGRESS. 


the  Mexicans  to  cultivate  amicable  relations  with  all 
other  nations — reserving,  hovvever,  their  clioict  st 
favor  and  highest  .privileges  to  the  Spanish  na- 
tion, from  which  the}'  sprung.  Tins  declaration 
is  signed  at  Mexico,  loth  of  October,  by  Antonio, 
bishop  of  Peubla,  as  president,  and  by  two  secre- 
taries.] 


Seventeenth  Congress — fii'st  session. 

IN  THK  SKNATE. 

March  1.     After  otlier  business- 
Mr.  A'uij-,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  following 

resolution,  which  was  read  the  first  time. 5 
Resolved,  That  tlie  president  ot  the  sf  iiate  and  the  speaker  o! 

the  house  ol  representatives  do  adjourn  their  respective  liouaes  on 

the  first  Monday  of  April  next. 

Mr.  Fiiiduy  laid  tlie  lollowmg  resolution  on  the 
table  for  consideration: 

Jiesoh'cd,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  and  manufactures 
lie  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  spirits. 

Ml .  F.  follov.  ed  his  motion  with  a  spt-ech  of  some 
length  to  shew,  that  a  prohibition  of  the  importa- 
tion of  loreign  spirits  would  operate  very  benefi- 
cially on  the  interests  of  the  wliole  republic,  par- 
ticularly on  those  of  Uie  grain  states:  that  it  would 
be  attended  with  much  of  tlie  good  and  none  of 
the  evil  of  a  sumptuary  law,  so  far  as  regards  the 
use  of  ardent  spirits,  &.c.  The  resolution  lies  on 
the  table  one  day. 

'j'he  engrossed  bill  about  the  continuation  of  the 
Cumberland  Road  was  read  the  third  time  and  pas- 
sed. 

The  senate  then  resumed,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Elliott  in  the  cliair,  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  relative  to  an  appropriation  of  pub- 
lic b-nd  to  the  old  states,  for  education. 

Mr.  Lloyd  rt-sumed  tlie  speech  which  he  com- 
menced yesterday  in  support  ot  tlie  resolution,  and 
occupied  the  floor  about  an  hour. 

Mr.  Edwards,  cf  nUnois,  next  rose,  and  spoke 
nearly  two  hours  against  the  resolution;  when,  af- 
Icr  remarking  that  he  must  conclude  at  some  other 
time,  if  at  all,  what  he  had  further  to  say  on  the  sub- 
jf  et,  he  sat  down. 

Tlie  senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday. 

.March  4.  Mr.  King's  resolution,  proposing  an 
adjournment  of  congress  on  the  first  day  of  April, 
was,  after  debate,  agreed  to. 

The  remainder  of  this  day  was  chiefly  spent  on 
the  bill  to  establish  a  government  for  the  territory 
of  Florida.  In  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Walker 
ofiered  an  amendment  to  annex  that  part  of  the 
territory  known  as  West  Florida  to  the  state  of 
Alabama— which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

March  5.  The  senate  was  occupied  this  day  on 
the  bill  to  establish  a  government  in  the  territory 
of  Florida— chiefly  on  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Walker,  ri  follows: 

"That,  in  case  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Alabama 
shall  consent  thereto,  all  that  tract  of  country  comprehendrd 
vithin  the  following  bounds,  to  wit:  Beginnintr  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Perdido  river;  thence,  up  the  same,  to  the  thirty-first  degree 
of  north  latitude;  thence,  along  the  said  degree  of  latitude,  to  the 
middle  of  the  Chalaliouchie  river;  tliince,  along  the  middle  of  the 
said  river  Chataliouciiie  or  Apalachicola,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico; 
thence,  westwardly,  including  all  adjacent  islands  dependent  on 
the  late  province  of  West  Florida,  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
shall  Ijecome  and  form  a  part  of  the  state  of  Alabama,  and  be 
subject  to  the  constitution  and  laws  thereof,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  for  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  it  had  been  included  in 
the  original  boundaries  of  the  said  state;"'  and  another  section 
providing  for  Uie  representation  of  the  same  in  the  legislature  of 
Alabama,  &.C.  .  .  ,.,,,,  ,         1  •   1 

On  tiiis  proposition  a  debate  followed,  which 

continued  till  past  4  o'clock.  The  amendment 
was  advocated  by  Messrs.  IVnlker,  Kin^,  of  Alaba- 
jna.  Smith,  Kin^,  of  New  York,  Mills,  and  Morril,- 
and  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Barbour,  Jlolmes,  of 


Miiine,  Oiis,  Van  liuren,  IVillinms,  of  Tenn.  Van 
Dtfk-e,  Benton,  and  Chandler.  It  was  opposed,  not 
on  the  ground  of  its  inexp.  diency  in  princijjle, 
but,  generally,  that  the  annexation  would,  for  va- 
rious  reasons,  be  premature  at  this  time.  The 
question  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  it  was 
decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  negative,  as  f'ol- 
lows: 

YR  AS— Messrs  Boardman.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson, 
Findloy,  King.  \lab.  King,  N.  Y.  Knight,  Lannian,  Lowrie,  Mills, 
Monil  Palmer,  Rujgles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Thomas,  Walker,  \Vil- 
liami,  ofMiss  —19. 

NAYS— Mi-ssrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  of  Lou. 
Chandler,  Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Holmfs,  of 
Miss  Johnson,  Ken.  Johnson,  Lou.  Lloyd,  Macon,  Noble,  Parrolt. 
Ple.isants.  Southard,  "^tokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Van  Bureu,  Van  Uyke^ 
Ware,  Williams,  of  Tenn.— 25. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  6.  After  other  business,  the  senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
government  for  the  territory  of  Florida. 

The  committee  of  the  whole,  yesterday,  on  mo- 
lion  of  .Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  struck  out  of  the  bill 
the  following  clause  cf  the  11th  section: 

"No  slave  or  slaves  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  introduced 
into  the  said  tenitory,  except  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  Spates, 
removing  into  the  said  territory  for  actual  settl:!neMt,  tind  being, 
at  til-  time  of  such  removal,  bona  fide  owner  "f  s-.ich  slave  or 
slavts;  anil  every  slave  imported  or  brought  intu  tlu  said  territory, 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall,  thereupon,  be  entitled 
to,  and  receive,  his  or  her  freedom. 

After  some  debate— The  question  on  agre^-ing 
with  the  committee  of  the  whole  in  stnkmu:  uit 
the  clause,  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the 
affirmative,  as  fellows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown,  of  Louisiana.  D'Wolf, 

Eaton    Ellio't,  Gaillard.  Holmes,  of  .Miss.  Johnson  of  Ky.  J  ]hnson, 

of  Lou    King,  ol  Alah.  Lloyd,  Macon,  Noble,   Pleasaiiis.   Smith, 

j  Southard,  Siokes,  Van  Djke,  Walker,  Ware,  VVilliami.  of  Miss« 

I  Willianis.  of  Ten.— 23. 

j      NAYS— Messrs    Barton,  Bonrdman.  Brown,  of  Ohio.  Chandler, 
I  Dickers.jn,  Findlay.  Ilolm-s    o!   Maine.  Iving,  of  N.  Y.   KMght, 
Lanman,    Lnwri>,  Mills,   Morril,  Olis,  Palmer-  Parrott.  Rnggles, 
Seymour,  'I'homas,  Van  Buren — 20. 

Some  amendn'ents  beii  g  made,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

And,  some  time  being  spent  in  executive  busi- 
ness, the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  IlF-rilESENTATITES. 

Friday,  Alarch  1.  Mr.  Baldivin,  from  the  select 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
sundry  inliabitants  of  West  Florida,  praying  to  be 
annexed  to  the  state  of  Alabama,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  that  sub- 
ject, and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  llie  whole,  to  which  is  referred  the  Florida  go- 
vernment bill;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cannon  laid  on  the  table  the  following  joint 
resolution: 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled.  That  the  president  ot  the 
Senate  and  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  be  authorized 
to  close  the  present  sessioa  by  adjournment,  on  the  thirtieth  da; 
of  March  instant. 

Mr.  7';  acf/ submitted  the  followii.g  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,"  so 
as  to  require  a  part  of  the  annual  appropriation  to  be  expended 
in  the  construction  of  vessels  of  an  inferior  force  to  those  now 
authorized  by  said  law  to  be  built. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table  with  the  assent  of  the  mover. 

The  house  took  up  the  apportionment  bill — the 
senate's  amendment  to  which  makes  an  exception 
in  favor  of  Alabama;  the  returns  not  being  com- 
plete. Much  debate  took  place — the  right  of  the 
matter  was  adiTiitted,  but  the  constitutionality  of  the 
proceeding  was  doubted,  and  the  precedent  could 
not  be  approved  of.  At  last,  after  about  twenty 
speeches  liad  been  delivered,  the  house  refused  to 
agree  (93  to  47}  to  tlie  report  of  the  judiciary  com- 
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mitlee,  which  advised  a  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  senate.  And  then  tbe  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  2.  Mr.  McLaiie,  from  the  com 
mittee  on  naval  affairs,  to  wliom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  od  January  and  5th  and  6th  of  Februa- 
ry last,  made  a  report  upon  tlie  suppression  ot  pi- 
racy in  the  West  India  seas, — of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  an  aosiract: 

The  report  states,  that  the  system  of  plunder  in 
the  \V.  Indui  seas  is  truly  alarming,  and  uuperiously 
calls  i'-jv  the  prompt  interposition  of  government; 
that  every  mad  brings  such  accounts  of  massacre 
and  plunder,  by  the  vicious  and  depn^ved  of  all 
natious;  that,  if  not  wiuked  at  by  the  authorities  of 
Cuba,  they  are  not  restrained;  that  the  danger  ot 
smuggliiigis  thereby  considerably  increased  on  our 
coast;  an  ample  force  is,  therefore,  recommended 
to  suppress  it;  that  tiie  force  actually  employed  by 
our  government  is,  the  Franklin,  of  74  guns,  in  the 
Pacilic,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in  that 
quarter;  that  the  Constellation  frigate,  of  36  guns, 
is  in  the  same  ocean,  but  ordered  to  return  home 
upon  the  arrival  of  the  Franklin;  that  the  schooner 
Dolphin,  of  12  guns,  accompanies  the  Franklm,  as 
absolutely  necessary  upon  so  long  a  voyage. 

In  relation  to  the  instructions  for  this  service,  the 
the  committee  think  it  would  be  inconsistent  with 
public  law  and  general  usage  to  give  any  authority 
to  destroy  pirates  and  piratical  vessels  found  at  sea, 
or  in  uninhabited  places. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
dangerous  and  productive  of  great  evil,  to  vest  in 
the  commanders  of  our  public  vessels  an  authority 
to  treat  as  pirates,  and  punish  without  trial,  even 
such  persons  as  those  above  described.  It  is  not 
necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  in 
view  that  such  an  authority  should  be  given,  and  it 
is  essentially  due  to  the  riglits  of  all,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  "public  lav/,  and  tiie  general  usages,"  that 
the  consecjunces  and  punishment  of  piracy  should 
follow  only  a  legal  adjudication  of  the  fact. 

That  the  frigate  C;onslitution,  of  44  guns,  sloop 
of  war  Ontario,  of  18  guns,  and  schooner  Nonsuch, 
of  10  guns,  are  cruising  in  the  Mediterranean,  to 
keep  tl;e  l$arbaiy  powers  in  awe  and  protect  our 
conmierce  in  that  sea;  and  it  is  believed  that  a  less 
force  would  be  inadequate  tor  these  objects. 

That  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  of  18  guns,  the 
brigs  Enterprize  and  Spark,  of  12  guns  each,  and 
the  schooners  Porpoise,  Grampus,  Shark  and  Alli- 
gator, of  12  guns  each,  are  cruising  in  the  West  In- 
dia seas  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  the  protection  of 
trade,  the  suppression  of  piracy,  &c.;  and  that  tlie 
gun  boats  No.  lo8  and  168,  are  cruising  along  the 
coasts  of  Georgia  and  Florida,  for  the  same  pur- 
poses. 

That  the  frigate  Macedonian  is  now  equipping  at 
B<;ston,  and  will  soon  sail  on  a  cruise  for  tlie  same 
object;  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  at 
lc:ist  one  vessel  of  war,  eillier  a  corvette  or  schoon- 
er, on  thecoastof  Africa,  as  the  mosterticient  means 
for  the  supprc  ssion  of  the  slave  trade. 

The  comnnttee  are  of  opinion  that  no  part  of  the 
foregoing  enumerated  force  could  be  withdrawn 
from  ihe  service  in  which  it  is  employed,  without 
detriment  to  the  public  interest,  and  that  itie  force 
in  the  West  India  seas  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  are  in- 
ndtquate  for  the  oDJccts  specified  in  the  resolution 
referred  to. 

That  the  rest  of  the  force  belonging  to  the  navy, 
consisting  of  thr  Java,  of  44  guns,  and  now  unwor- 
thy of  repairs;  the  Erie,  of  18  guns;  the  Peacock, 
of  18  guns;  Coi  grc^s,  of  36  guns;  Guerriere^  of 
44  guns;  John  Adam?',  of  24  guns;  United  States, 


of  44  guns,  and  Cyanne,  of  24  guns,  are  in  ordina- 
ry at  the  different  navy  yards  at  Boston,  New-York, 
Washington  and  Norfolk. 

That  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  to  afford  ef- 
fectual protection  to  the  commerce  in  the  West  In- 
dies and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  corvettes  Cyanne  and. 
John  Adams,  and  sloops  of  war  Peacock  and  Erie, 
should  be  fitted  out  as  soon  as  possible;  that  the 
Erie  can  be  fitted  out  in  five  months,  the  Peacock 
in  two  mojiths,  the  John  Adams  in  six  weeks,  and 
the  Cyanne  in  five  weeks;  and  that  the  Constella- 
tion frigate,  should  it  be  thought  necessary,  may  be 
directed,  on  her  return  from  the  Pacific,  to  cruise 
in  the  West  India  seas,  though  it  is  believed  it 
would  be  more  expensive  than  to  build  additional 
sloops  of  war  for  that  purpose,  which  are,  for  many 
reasons,  superior  to  frigates  or  smaller  vessels  for 
such  service. 

The  four  first  named  vessels  are  now  undergoing 
repairs,  and  the  amount  necessary  for  this  purpose 
is  already  embraced  in  the  estimate  for  the  present 
year;  so  that,  should  they  now  be  directed  to  be 
put  in  service  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the 
estimates  for  the  present  year,  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  com- 
mittee are  authorized  to  state  that  this  appropria- 
tion will  not  materially  vary  the  state  of  the  trea- 
sury, as  disclosed  by  the  secretary's  report,  be- 
cause since  the  date  of  that  report,  there  has  beeai 
transferred  to  the  surplus  fund  an  amount  of  unex- 
pended balances  of  appropriation  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice sufficient  to  meet  the  increased  expenditure. 
But  the  committee  cannot  suppose  that  where  the 
safety  of  commerce  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  call  imperiously  for  the  exertion  of  the  na- 
tional  force,  so  small  an  expenditure  can  be  a  mat- 
ter of  any  moment.  If  the  protection  be  necessary, 
it  must  be  yielded;  and  the  only  consideration  con- 
nected with  the  cost  should  be,  that  tiie  money  ne- 
cessary to  make  it  effectual,  should  not  be  wast- 
fuily  expended. 

On  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  employment  of  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels 
in  the  West  India  seas  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  autho- 
rized to  make  captures  under  the  existing  laws, 
&c.  if  the  officers  are  properly  industrious  and  en- 
terprizing,  would  afford  all  the  protection  requir- 
ed, and  the  committee  therefore  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

liesul-ued.  That  it  is  expedient  forthwith  to  fit  out 
and  put  in  service  the  corvettes  Cyanne,  John 
Adams,  and  the  sloops  of  war  Peacock  and  Erie, 
for  the  protection  of  commerce  and  the  suppres- 
sion of  piracy  in  the  West  India  seas  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico;  and  also  to  employ  the  frigate  Constitu- 
tion,  sliould  tiie  president  of'  the  United  States 
deem  tiie  employment  of  a  frigate  necessarv,  for 
the  purposes  aforesuid. 

Tins  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by   Mr.  J. 
Speed  Smith,  on  the  subject  of  commuting  the  pay, 
&c.  of  the  cadets  at  West   Point  was  taken  up; 
when 

Mr.  Cannon  offered,  as  an  addition  or  modifica- 
tion thereof,  the  following:  «.\nd  ulso  the  number 
"  of  Cadets  in  his  opinion  necessary  to  be  educated 
"for  the  army." 

The  modification  was  accepted  by  the  i,nover. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  objected  to  that  part  of  the 
resolution  which  rtqiiested  tlie  opinion  of  the  se- 
cretary of  war.     Such  resolutions,  he  contended, 
should  bo  confined  to  calls  for  reports  of  facts. 

A  considerable  conversation  or  debate  ensued 

at  Ipngtb,  Mr.  /.  .S".  Smith  moved  that  the  resolution 
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should  lie  on  the  table,  that  it  might  be  called  up 
yn  Monday,  wkich  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jiunihlph,  agreeably  to  notice  heretofore 
tjiven,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  for  tlie  double 
purpose  of  raising  a  committee  to  select  and  ar- 
range such  business  as  miglu  be  deemed  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  be  acted  on  at  this  session— and 
also  to  fix  an  early  day  for  adjournment. 

On  this  motion  there  was  much  speaking— some 
were  not  willing  to  leave  a  selection  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  business  to  a  committee,  and  others 


lay  it  on  the  table — which  would  be  in  effect  to  put 
aside  the  subject.    And, 

The  question  was  taken  on  laying  the  same  on  the 
table,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  next  business  in  order  was,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  bill  making  certain  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  military  establishment. 

The  question  which  was  under  consideration, 
when  this  subject  was  last  up,  (on  Friday  week). 


approved  of  the  plan.     Mr  Itandolph  thought  it  was   was  on  agreeing  to  the  appropriation  for  the  milita 
time  that  congress  had  adjourned;  if  the  sessions  ry  academy 


were  so  protracted,  as  persons  could  not  afibrd  to 
remain  in  Washington  for  the  pay  they  received, 
he  feared  that  congress  might  be  made  up  of  the 
ofial  of  idl  the  professions-— not  excepting  thj  rk- 
rical.  Thv.t  no  great  measure  had  been  brought 
forward  except  the  bankrupt  bill,  and  that  had 
been  previously  cut  and  dried.  He  thought  he 
should  take  the  liberty  of  saying  Ao  to  every  pro- 
position that  should  be  presented  to  the  house,  be- 
fore he  went  away— not  excepting  the  civil  list — 
for  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  away  any  more  of 
of  the  money  of  the  people,  until  that  which  had 
been  previously  voted  was  fully  accounted  for,  Sec. 
&c.  Mr.  Jia'ihviH  expressed  his  rtegret  that  the 
proposition  hud  been  brought  forward  at  the  pre- 
sent period  of  the  busint^ss  of  the  house.  Very 
little  had  been  done.  If  there  had  been  an  unne- 
cessary waste  of  time  the  way  to  redeem  it  was— not 
to  go  away  and  leave  the  business  unhnished,  but 
not  to  make  such  waste  of  more.  There  was  much 
important  business  that  required  attention— many 
petitions  remained  to  be  acted  upon.  There  was 
much  business  before  the  house.  The  nation  was 
extending  in  its  population,  in  its  territory,  and  in 
•its  interest,  and  in  all  its  relations.  He  would  ask, 
then,  whether  the  members  of  the  house  could  feel 
that  they  had  done  their  duty,  in  going  oft'  before 
the  public  business  was  accomplished?  He  believ- 
ed that  the  apology  of  personal  inconvenience  would 
not  be  accepted.  Mr.  B.  was  not  disposed  to  abridge 
the  freedom  of  debate.  He  beheved  it  was  suited 
to  the  genius  of  the  government— but  it  was  gene 
rally  found  that  there  was  too  much  of  it  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  session,  and  too  little  at  the  close. 
With  him  there  was  but  one  rule,  and  that  was  to 
do  the  public  business — and  then  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  laid  on  the  table,  by  a  small  ma- 
jority. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  house  do  now 
proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  (which  question 
supercedes  all  new  business) —  and  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative.     So  the  house  passed  on 
"to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  supplemental  to  an  act,  en- 
titled "an  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  the  road  therein  mentioned, 
(the  Cumberland  road,)  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals. 

A  bill  from  the  senate,  entitled  "an  act  to  pro- 
vide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  within  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  for  the 
establishment  of  a  district  court  therein,  was  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  nt- xt  subject  in  the  orders  of  the  day,  was 
the  report  of  tlie  committee  on  miUtary  aftairs  on 
the  petitions  of  the  Spanish  officers  confined  in 
Pensacola,  which  report  recommended  that  the  mili- 
tary committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof.  The  motion  depending  when 
this  subiect  was  hst  under  consideration,  was,  to 


To  this  appropriation,  to  the  amount  proposed, 
objection  was  made  by  Mr.  Cocke;  whose  object 
was  to  appropriate  enough  for  the  immediate  sup- 
port of  tlie  institution  only,  wishing  to  have  a  full 
view  of  the  expenses,  Sec.  of  this  institution,  that  the 
people  mii^ht  see  how  much  the  United  States 
paid  for  the  support  of  the  sons  of  the  richest  men 
in  the  country. 

On  this  subject  a  debate  took  place  and  a  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill  was  made — but  lost.  So  the 
house  proceeded  with  the  bill,  and  without  making 
any  material  alterations  in  it,  as  reported  by  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  went  through  it,  and  or- 
dered it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  Mon* 
day. 

JMonday,  JMarch  4.  Several  reports  were  re- 
ceived from  different  committees,  and  variously 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  IVilliam?,  of  N.  C.  laid  on  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  president  be  requested  to  inform  this  house 
whether  that  portion  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  now  in 
Florida,  is  commanded  by  the  othcers  of  the  said  army,  or  by  the 
secretary  of  the  territory, and,  if  by  the  latter,  by  what  authority 
he  is  invested  with  such  command. 

Mr.  Tracy  called  for  the  consideration  of  a  re- 
solution by  him  submitted  on  a  former  day,  pro- 
posing instructions  to  the  naval  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  recommending  a  mo- 
dification of  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  gra- 
dual increase  of  the  navy,  so  as  to  authorize  the 
construction  of  vessels  of  a  smaller  size  than  those 
now  authorized  by  law.  The  house  agreed  to  con- 
sider the  resolution. 

A  long  debate  followed,  in  which  the  poli- 
cy of  the  course  pursued  in  i  regard  to  the  navy 
was  much  spoken  of.  Some  thought  that  the  build- 
ing of  heavy  ships  should  be  continued,  and  some 
thought  it  best  to  suspend  the  building  of  such 
vessels.  Others  believed  that  as  the  naval  commit- 
tee had  the  subject  under  consideration,  the  house 
should  not  act  upon  the  resolution  just  now — and 
others  were  of  a  different  opinion.  Some  were  for 
reducing  the  expenditures  on  naval  affairs,  and 
some  were  not:  but  all  that  was  said  or  could  be 
said  on  the  subject  must  be  familiar  to  every  one, 
and  we  shall  not  attempt  to  make  even  a  brief 
abstract  of  the  debate.  At  last,  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  fVri^hi  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roadj 
Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  preventing  the  carriage  of  the 
mails  ou  the  Sabbath  day,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  Wright  made  a  speech  of  some  length  in  fa- 
vor of  his  resolution — but  the  house,  at  once,  re- 
fused to  consider  it. 

The  orders  off  the  day  being  then  called  for,  the 
bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
the  military  establishment  for  the  year  1822,  was 
read  a  third  time;  when 

After  some  attempts  to  amend,  or  re-commit  the 
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bill — it  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  con- 
currence— ayes  133,  noes  23. 

The  bankrupt  bill  was  then  called  up — but  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  being  negatived,  and  a'terwards 
renewed,  was  carried,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Tvesdciy,  March  5.  Many  reports  were  received 
from  different  committees,  not  of  general  interest. 
Mr.  .T/e?'cec  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  eonimiftee  un  piiblic  buildings  he  instn.cteil 
to  inquire  whether  such  an  alteration  can  lie  effected  or"  the  hall 
now  occupied  by  liie  house,  as  will  fit  it  (or  the  purpose  of  a  ile- 
lilierativt  sisembly;  and,  if  this  be  deemed  impracticable,  whe- 
ther a  suitable  apartment  can  be  provided  in  the  centre  building 
■of  the  caintol,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

Mr.  JVood  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
inserting,  afterthe  word  ^'Resolved"  the  following: 

"That  the  committee  on  public  buil:liu;c*  be  insti  luted  to  in- 
quire into  tlieexpediency  of  changing  the  position  of  the  speak- 
ft's  chair,  and  of  placing  it  in  front  of  the  present  entrance  intii 
the  hM;  and,  also,  of  arranerin^  the  sea's  of  the  members  paral- 
lel with  the  diameter  of  the  hall,  so  as  to  front  the  chair  in  its  new 
position." 

After  some  debate,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer 
was  agreed  to,  without  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Wood. 

On  motion  of  \\v.  Steivart^  it  was 

Ilesolved.  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals  be  instructed 
fo  in<^uire  into  the  expediency  of  appointing  commissioners  to 
examine  and  report  as  to  the  practicability  and  probable  expense 
of  connecting,  by  a  canal,  the  Potomac  and  Youghagany  rivers; 
uniting  the  eastern  vriih  the  -uestern  waters. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  following 
resolutions: 

Jiesohvd,  That  the  appointment,  dnrin;?  the  past  year,  of  a  so- 
vernbrof  the  provinces  of  Kast  and  West  Florida,  invested  witli 
larger  powers  than  w,-re  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  exisii:ig 
gpvernment  of  the  said  provinces,  at  the  tjr-<e  of  their  delivery  to 
the  United  States,  w.is  not  authorized  bv  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  congress,  entitled  "an  act  flir  carrying  into  execution  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  concluded  at  Wash- 
ington, on  the2?d  day  of  Fibruary,  181Q." 

Rciolvcd,  That  the  appointment  of  a  govemor  of  the  provinces 
of  East  and  West  Florida,  with  authority  to  exercise  supreme  ju- 
dicial, in  conjunction  with  supreme  executive  powers  within  the 
satne.  wasacontraventionof  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Kesjlvcd.  1  hat  the  arnst  and  iniprisonment,  in  the  mouth  of  Au- 
gust last,  in  Pensaeola,  in  the  province  of  W.  Florida.by  order  of  the 
tlnet  <  xeciitive  offic  r  therein,  of  Don  JoseCallava,  then  or  recently 
cDirged  with  tbe  functions  and  character  of  a  commissioner  of  the 
governrnent  of  Spain,  were  in  contravention  of  the  immunities 
Bitached  to  thecHidition  of  agents  of  a  public  character,  by  the 
law  aod  usage  of  civilized  nations. 

Resolved.  That  the  issuing,  about  the  same  time,  by  the  same 
Oflici  r,  of  a  citation,  in  the  nature  of  process  of  contempt,  against 
a  p.  rson  holdi.ig  the  Cora  iiission  of  a  judge  of  the  United  States 
wiUiin  the  said  province,  for  an  alleged  undue  discharge  o'  a  ju- 
dical tunciion,  was  a  proceeding  not  warranted  by  any  legal  au- 
thority vested  in  the  said  officer. 

Mr.  Archer  was  proceeding  to  state  the  motives 
which  induced  him  to  offer  the  resolvesj  when 

'I  he  question  to  consider  the  resolves  (which  ad- 
mits of  no  debate)  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative. So  the  house  refused  «'no\v  to  consider" 
tiiese  resolutions. 

A  joint  resolution  from  the  senate  for  fixing  the 
time  of  adjournment  of  the  present  >^ession  of  on 
•  gress,  (1st  Monday  in  April)  was  received  ami  "-ead 
a  first  time;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  IliU,  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  bankrupt  bill.  Mr.  L'r^ndes cnn- 
cluded  his  argument— Mr.  liald-ivin  opposed  the 
Striking  out  of  the  first  section,  and  Mr.  Tucker 
advocated  it.  Mr.  ffill  commenced  a  speech,  but 
at  half  past  3  o'clock  the  committee  rose;  fkc. 

The  speaker  presented  a  communication  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of 
woollens  purchased  for  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  which,  on  motion,  was  laiti  on  the  table. 

The  speaker  also  presented  a  communibation 
from  the  president  of  tiie  United  States  on  the  sub- 
ject of  navy  yards,  aaval  stations,  &c.  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
un  naval  aff^rs. 


The  speaker  also  presented  a  communication 
from  the  department  wf  war,  ex!, ibitinga compara- 
tive view  ot  the  expenditures  of  tiie  war  establish- 
ment,  and  the  military  academy,  for  several  years 
past,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Jiulihvin,  was  refer- 
red  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state 
of  the  union. 

The  house  adjourned. 

H'ednesdan,  JMarch  6.  The  following  gentlemen 
were  announced  as  being  added  to  the  committee 
on  tlie  public  iniildings,  for  the  purpose  of  exa- 
mining into  the  practicability  of  improving  the 
representatives'  chamber,  viz:  Messrs.  Whipple, 
Eddy,  Baiber,Cii  Con.  Mntiocks,  McLane,  fVright, 
Gist,  Gilmer,  Jo/uisou,  of  Lou.  liankin,  Moore,  of 
Ala.  Bltea,Mxlcu>/,  Chambers,  Couk,JIendricks,  a.nd 
Sott. 

.Mr.  Ca?i??onlaid  on  the  table  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to  report  to  this 
house  the  names  and  grade  of  the  otricers  now  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  who  hold  brevet  cnnuMissions;  distinguishing  those 
brevetted  for  gallant  cond.iet  in  battle  from  those  brevcti.d  for 
other  causes,  and  stating  the  cause  in  each  case. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Steriin:^',  of  N.  Y.  it  was 
Resolved,  That  tJie  committee  on  the  public  lands  he  insirncted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  inaki'ig  immediate  provisions 
for  tile  survey  of  tiie  puldic  Iannis  in  the  tirritories  of  East  and 
West  Florida,  and  for  liie  sale  oi  siicli  poriiou  of  the  same  as  m»y 
be  consistent  with  good  policy. 

'J"he  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  Edwin  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  com- 
plaiiiihg  of  alleged  official  misconduct  on  the  part 
of  Charles  Tail,  district  judge  of  tlie  United  Slates 
for  the  district  of  Alabama.  The  letter  was  read, 
and  after  some  opposition,  referred  to  the  judiciary 
committee. 

The  bankrupt  bill  was  then  discussed  in  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole— .Mr.  Wright  spoke  two  hours 
in  opposition  to  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section:  Mr.  Ciishman  continued  the  debate  till  4 
o'clock— on  motion  of  .Mr.  D-wight,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported,  and  on  the  question  of  granting 
leave  to  sit  again  — 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New-York,  remarked,  that  he  hatl 
thought  the  time  had  nearly  arrived  in  which  it  was 
proper  for  the  house  to  expect  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  tiiis  bill.  Tiie  subject 
had  been  a  long  time  debated;  and,  although  he  had 
listened  with  patience  and  pleasure  to  the  able  ar- 
guments  that  had  been  made  on  the  question,  yet 
he  would  suggc'st  to  the  friends  of  the  bill  whether 
there  was  not  danger,  by  protracting  a  decision  on 
it,  that  they  might  e.\perience  a  fate  like  that  of  the 
general  wlio  wasted  in  deliberations  in  the  camp 
that  time  he  should  ha\e  employed  in  giithering 
laurels  on  the  held.  Mr.  T.  had  intended  to  ex- 
press his  sentiments  on  tiie  subject;  but,  from  the 
course  it  had  taken,  his  purpgse  had  been  chan". 
ed,  and  he  could  not  but  hope  that,  when  the  house 
went  next  into  committee,  they  would  not  rise 
again  until  the  preliminary  question  now  under  dis- 
cussion should  be  determined.  He  made  these  ob- 
servaiions,  therefore,  with  the  hope  that  there 
would  be  to-morrow  a  full  house,  prepared  to  de- 
cide on  the  question. 

Mr.  Sergeant  concurred  in  many  of  the  senti- 
ments  advanced  by  the  gentleman' from  N.  York, 
(Mr.  Taylor)  but  he  thought  this  was  a  subject, 
111  regard  to  which,  from  its  nature,  the  house  mu.st 
regulate  how  far  and  to  what  length  the  deba'e 
should  be  extended.  He  could  not  forbear  how- 
ever,  to  notice  that  the  subject  of  this  bill,  tliough 
several  years  on  the  tapis,  had  never  received  a 
full  and  fair  disciiS:;!Oii  or  decision,  and  that  it  had 
not  really  occupied  at  this  ses-sion  as  much  of  the 
-ime  of  i!.c  hou'se  as  woid-l  appear,  inasmuch  as  it 
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had  been  often  put  aside  to  give  way  to  other  bu- 
siness that  seemed  to  press  upon  the  house.  He 
would  further  observe,  that  the  advocates  of  the 
motion,  who  were  opposed  to  the  bill,  were  prin- 
cipally first  heard,  and  perhaps  it  would  be  but  jus- 
tice that  its  friends  should  be  heard  in  reply.  Al- 
though he  accorded  with  the  general  sentiment 
advanced  by  his  friend  from  N.  York,  yet  he  hoped 
the  house  would  not  fix  with  precision  the  day  or 
the  hour  on  which  the  debate  should  close. 

After  a  few  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Taylor 
and  Sergeant,  the  committee  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again,  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

THUKSDAl's  rnOCEEDINGS — 3IAHCH  7. 

In  the  senate — a  petition  was  presented  from 
John  Cleves  Semines,  stating  his  belief  of  an  inha- 
bited concave  to  this  globe,  and  asking  the  fitting 
out  of  an  expedition  to  make  discoveries!  A  mo- 
tion was  made  to  refer  it  to  the  committee  on  /o- 
reign  relations— but  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  chief  part  of  this  day  was  spent  in  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  business. 

House  of  representatives.  Mr.  Sergeant  made  a 
report  on  the  subject  whether  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  had  not  taken,  8cc.  more  than  six  per  cent, 
interest.  We  cannot  give  the  report  at  this  late 
hour;  but  it  justifies  the  bank  in  its  manner  of  do- 
ing business.  Mr.  S.  proposed  that  the  report 
should  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  printed.  Mr. 
Colden  objected  to  it— he  wished  to  act  upon  the 
subject  immediately.  It  was  laid  on  the  table,  to 
be  called  up  at  any  time,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  C. 

Mr.  Cannon's  resolution  about  brevet  officers 
was  agreed  to.  The  house  refused  to  take  up  the 
resolution  from  the  senate  fixing  a  period  for  the 
adjournment  of  congress.  Mr.  Cocke's  resolution 
about  certain  allowances  to  the  attorney  general 
was  agreed  to  be  considered,  and,  after  debate,  was 
agreed  to. 

Tlie  house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  wl>ole  on  the  bankrupt  bill— Messrs.  Dicight, 
Burro~vs,  of  Con.  and  Mr.  Sergeant,  severally  spoke 
against  striking  out  the  first  section,  and  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again* 


33=The  "National  Intelligencer"  of  the  8th  (*yes- 
terday)  observes — A  bill  is  now  before  the  house 
of  representatives,  having  been  reported  on  Mon- 
day last  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  the 
title  of  which  is,  "a  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  se- 
veral acts  imposing  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 
This  bill  proposes  certain  alterations  of  the  present 
tariff  of  duties  on  imports;  and,  we  incfine  to  think, 
has  a  chance  of  being  discussed;  and,  if  discussed, 
of  being  passed,  at  the  present  session  of  congress. 

As  the  subject  is  of  much  importance,  we  shall 
publish  the  bill  at  large  in  our  next  paper  The 
principal  object  of  the  bill  is  to  increase  the  duties 
on  silks,  iron,  hardware,  and  a  variety  of  specified 
articles,  and  to  change  certain  duties,  which  are 
now  ad  valorem,  to  specif-c  duties. 


CHRONICLE. 

J\'aval.  "VVe  have  noticed  the  recent  departure 
of  the  Allicrator,  from  Charleston,  to  cruise  on  the 
coast  of  Cuba.  The  U.  S.  schooners  Porpoise  and 
Jiex'enge  sailed  on  the  23rd  uit.  with  the  sam.e  pur- 
pose— pirate-hunting. 


The  U.  S.  ship  Franklin  and  the  schooner  Dolphin, 
arrived  at  Rio  Janeiro  in  November  last,  all  well. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Spark,  lieut.  com.  Elton,  has  ar- 
rived at  Charleston,  from  a  cruise  along  the  main 
of  South  America,  and  in  the  West  Indies.  She 
has  on  board  seven  pirates,  which  she  took  out  of  a 
Dutch  vessel  recaptured  by  her  and  given  up  to  her 
former  master  and  crew. 

Letters  have  been  received  from  an  officer  on 
board  the  U.  S.  brig  Enterprize.  An  attempt  had 
been  made  to  catch  some  pirates  at  Cape  Antonio, 
but  they  escaped — a  schooner  and  a  boat,  however, 
were  captured  and  their  settlement  set  on  fire. 
The  papers  of  several  vessels  were  found  at  the 
settlement.  The  Enterprize  had  visited  Port  au 
Prince — an  officer  went  ashore  to  arrange  a  salute. 
He  speaks  of  the  commandant  as  a  man  of  busi- 
ness and  a  gentleman— polite,  but  neither  foppish 
nor  stiff.  They  entered  into  general  discussions, 
which  were  "handled  with  ease  by  the  sable  states- 
man." 

Com.  J\Iacdonoiigh.  The  sword  voted  to  this  dis- 
tinguished officer  by  the  crew  of  the  Guerriere, 
while  in  the  Mediterranean,  has  lately  been  receiv- 
ed by  him.  Jt  is  of  the  purest  polished  steel,  richly 
ornamented.  On  the  scabbard  is  this  inscription — 
"The  crew  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Guerriere  to  captain 
Thomas  Macdonough."  On  one  side  of  the  blade, 
"No  impressment;"'  on  the  other,  "Maintain  your 
rights." 

Died,  on  the  22nd  ult.  at  Hagerstown,  Md.  Mrs. 
Catherine  Carla,  aged  one  hundred  and  nine  years, 
eight  months  and  twenty-eight  days, 

A  Steam  engine,  of  one  hundred  and  forty  horse 
power,  is  at  work  in  a  coal  mine,  in  Nottingham 
county,  England,  the  property  of  the  duke  of  Port- 
land. The  cylinder  is  78  inches  in  diameter,  the 
beam  weighs  12  tons;  and  at  every  stroke  raises 
15  tons  of  water. 

Baltimore  Alms  Ifonse.  In  the  house,  Nov.  1, 
1820, 104  men,  139  women,  76  children,  total  319; 
received  during  the  year  831  persons — discharg- 
ed, eloped  or  died  764 — remaining,  31st  Oct. 
1821,386. 

Humane  and  criminal  iustitntions  in  the  city  of 
A^eiu  York — Annual  census,  Jan.  1,  1822.  In  the 
Orphan  Institution  84  boys,  52  girls,  136;  increase 
since  last  year  13.  In  the  City  Alms  House  1,604, 
of  whom  93  are  blacks,  ;.iid  30  maniacs;  decrease 
174.  In  the  City  Hospital  133  patients,  82  luna- 
tics— 215;  decrease  10.  In  the  Debtor's  prison 
216;  decrease  301  !  In  Bridewell  141,  of  whom  57 
are  black;  increase  35.  In  the  Penitentiary  344 
decrease  2.  In  the  State  Prison  553,  of  whom 
228  are  black;  decrease  27.  Total  last  year  3379; 
in  the  present  3209 — decrease  170. 

Rhode  Island.  It  is  proposed  in  Rhode  Island  to 
reduce  the  number  of  judges  in  that  state  from  30 
to  6. 

Florida.  While  some  persons  represent  this 
country  as  consisting  almost  exclusively  of  swamps 
and  sand  hills,  barren  and  unproductive,  others 
make  it  a  very  paradise.  A  late  letter  writer,  "who 
has  surveyed  all  Florida,"  says,  there  are  twenty 
millions  of  the  best  sugar  and  cotton  lands  in  the 
world — that  all  the  fruits  of  St.  Domingo  are  found 
there,  growing  wild;  that  live  oak  is  abundant  and 
of  enormous  size;  that  the  olive  tree  flourishes  as 
well  as  in  France,  Sic. 
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iXj"A  very  important  message  from  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  late  Spa- 
nish provinces  in  America,  is  published  in  the  con- 
gressional proceediiii^s  of  the  8th  inst.  It  goes  to 
recommend  an  acknowledgment,  tliough  in  some 
degree  qualified,  of  the  independence  of  the  go- 
vernments of  Mexico,  Colombia,  the  provinces  of 
Uio  de  la  Plata,  Chih  and  Peru.  We  have  noticed 
the  remarks  of  the  members  to  shew  the  feelings 
of  the  house  of  representatives  On  the  occasion; 
and  really  hope  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
president  will  be  supported:  and  that,  by  &  first  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  independence  of  the  new 
statesjjwe  may  regain  the  ground  that  we  have  lost, 
hy  a  rather  too  neutral  conduct.  Like  the  Indian's 
tree,  we  were  so  straight  that  we  "leaned  the  other 
•ioay" — but  not  designedly.  It  grew  out  of  the  na- 
ture of  things. 

it  is  reported,  that  the  ministers  of  the  parties  to 
the  "Holy  Alliavce"  -aX  Washington,  are  quite  wroth 
at  the  proceeding.  That  the  Spanish  minister 
vvould  not  be  altogether  pleased  with  it,  was 
to  be  expected — hopeless  as  is  his  master's  cause 
in  the  lute  provinces  of  Spain:  but  we  should 
like  to  know  what  business  the  rest  of  them  have 
witli  the  transaction.  Rumor  says  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Russia,  Great  Britain,  Spain  and  Por 
tugal,  have  all  sent  in,  or  prepared,  remonstrances 
on  the  occasion.  It  is  also  said  that  the  Russian 
minister's  is  very  rude — what  would  his  masterthink 
if  the  president  of  the  United  States,  thi'ough  the 
secretary  of  state,  should  tell  him  that  he  should 
not  attack  the  "legitimate"  Turk?  Would  not 
Alexander  think  it  very  impudent? — But  we  give 
these  things  only  as  the  rumors  of  the  day:  if  true, 
we  shall  hear  more  of  them. 


Official  papers.  The  present  sheet  is  rich  in 
ijiteresling  documents.  Besides  the  important  mes- 
sage of  the  president,  there  is  a  report  about  the 
army  expiuditurcs,  on  the  affairs  of  the  post  office, 
respecting  tlie  inilitary  (n:ademy,  and  relating  to  the 
pension  l<iivs.  Also  a  copy  of  an  important  bill  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  about 
duties  on  imposts.     All  which  will  claim  attention. 

General  post  ofpice.  It  appears  that  the  expen- 
ditures, for  the  year  1821,  amounted  to  the  great 
sum  of  gl36,o79  more  than  the  receipts,  Tlie  P. 
M,  G.  suggests  some  of  tlie  causes  of  this  great  de- 
ficiency and  proposes  certain  means  to  reduce  the 
expenditure  and  augment  the  receipts:  but  the 
idea  of  preventing  passengers  in  public  stages  and 
steam  boats  from  carrying  letters,  never  can  be  sub- 
mitted to  by  the  people  of  the  United  State.s.until  a 
king,  in  name,  as  well  as  (act,  shall  reign  over  them. 

If  we  were  to  speak  of  the  proposition  relative 
to  news-papers,  it  might  be  tliought  to  •■smell  of  the 
shop"— but  it  is  a  little  singular  that  at  the  moment 
when  what  must  act  as  an  obstruction  to  tiie  circula- 
tion of  intelligence  is  contemplated  in  the  U.  States, 
Uie  republic  of  Colombia  should  have  passed  a  law 
providing  for  the  gratuitous  transport  of  those  "use- 
ful vehicles  of  information." 

The  deficiencies  of  the  two  last  years  have  been 
supplied  by  collections  o\'  outstanding  bcdauces,  and 
vet  on  the  1st  cf  .Tanuarv  las%  tlirv  still  r.T.ntmted 


to  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars!  We  should 
like  to  see  a  list  of  the  names,  and  hear  that  every 
deputy  had  been  dismissed  v/ho  had  suffered  him- 
self to  be  in  arrears,  or  refused  or  neglected  to 
render  his  accounts.  Punctuality  and  promtitude 
are  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  public,  and 
the  means  to  enforce  them  are  so  completely  in  the 
power  of  the  heads  of  departments,  that  we  feel  lit- 
tle disposed  to  excuse  a  want  of  them  in  persons  re- 
tained in  office.  The  people's  money  will  never  be 
well  taken  care  of,  until  it  shall  be  understood  as  a 
rule  without  exception,  that  every  officer  who  fails 
to  settle  up  and  pay  oR'  his  account  at  certain  regu- 
lar periods,  will  be  dismissed.  The  nursing  of  sucli 
is  culpable,  and  tempts  men  to  become  defaulters. 

Military  academy.  The  report  about  this  es- 
tablishment is  quite  a  curiosity  and  needs  no  com- 
ment. We  wish  the  institution  well,  so  far  as  it  ac- 
complishes the  national  purposes — but  the  good 
is  so  little  compared  with  the  cost  of  it,  that  it 
would  seem  as  if  it  was  chiefly  kept  up  to  educate 
and  tit  for  private  life,  the  sons  of  the  most  wealthy 
or  most  influential  persons  in  the  United  States. 

The  tariff.  The  committee  of  ways  and  means 
have  reported  a  bill  which  contemplates  certain 
alterations  of  the  tariff,  with  a  sole  regard,  as  we 
apprehend  its  items,  to  an  increase  of  the  revenue; 
though  in  some  instances,  it  is  probable,  that  th'e 
bill,  if  passed,  will  really  lessen  the  present  rate  of 
receipt.  It  is  pretty  clear  to  us,  that  nothing 
will  be  done  for  the  encouragement  or  protection 
of  national  industry,  unless  the  force  of  the  house 
of  representatives  is  concentrated.  There  is  power 
enough  to  pass  all  necessary  laws  on  this  subject, 
but  it  is  diverted  and  so  rendered  inefficient,  not- 
withstanding the  zeal  and  watchfulness  of  some. 

The  bankrupt  bill.  A  committee  of  the  whole, 
it  will  appear,  has  refused  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  this  bill — but  there  were  only  139  mem- 
bers pressnt.  Our  information  goes  to  shew  that 
this  bill  will  not  pass,  at  least  at  the  present  session: 
for,  though  a  majority  may  agree  on  the  general 
question  in  favor  of  the  bill,  the  details  are  of  a 
most  difficult  and  perplexing  character  to  adjust 
to  the  different  interests  and  feelings  of  the  mem- 
bers. 

{^The finale.  According  to  our  anticipations, 
the  bankrupt  bill  has  been  rejected  in  the  house  of 
representatives — for  it72, against  it  99;  majority  27. 
See  the  yeas  and  nays  in  the  proceedings  of  Tuesday. 
The  editors  of  the  "National  Intelligencer"  on  an- 
nouncing the  fact,  say— "we  feel  so  sincerely  foi' 
those  who  have  rested  their  hope  on  tliis  broken 
reed,  that  we  have  no  spirits  at  present  to  add  any 
remarks  upon  the  subject," 

We  also  regret  that  something  was  not  done  t  j 
relieve  us  of  our  insolvent  laws — but,  knowing  thfi 
phalanx  opposed  to  a  bankrupt  billon  anv  term-', 
and  the  variety  of  opinion  that  existed  as  its  de- 
tails, we  had  no  expectation  of  its  passage. 

Spanish  claims. — The  board  of  commissioners 
for  deciding  on  claims  under  the  treaty  with  Spain, 
a(ljoorn''tl  on  Mrr-lrn-  U,  .-ncp!-  on  th?  Ufk  of  Jofl^ 
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next— having  completed  all  the  business  which  was 
in  a  state  of  preparation  font  to  act  upon.  Ninety 
dajsfurtlier  time  is  therefore  allowed  to  claimants 
to  prepare  and  forward  the  evidence  on  which  their 
claims  i-est. 

The  National  Intelligencer  states,  that  the  ad- 
tnitteu  claims  under  the  treaty  are  expected  far  to 
exceed  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars  which 
the  treaty  stipulates  for. 

Rftemue.  The  following  shews  tiie  gross  and 
netamount  of  revenue  received  at  the  ports  named, 
in  iy21,  and  the  cost  of  collecting  the  same. 


Net      revi  - 

Gross  reve- 

nuc, draw- 

Expenses 

nue. 

backs,  &.C, 

on  collec- 

deducted. 

tions. 

New  York, 

§5,546,232 

4,718.020 

132  753 

Boston, 

3,418,506 

2.187,659 

90,016 

Philadelphia, 

2,717,890 

2.089,649 

66,822 

Baltimore, 

1,069,108 

536,304 

52,235 

Charleston, 

625,235 

54i<,866 

47,404 

Savannah, 

324,112 

289,128 

28,579 

New  Orleans, 

518,813|     381,742 

56,966 

partment,  but  we  think  that  the  printing  of  the 
papers  might  as  well  have  been  dispensed  with;  for 
we  doubt  whether  any  one  person  will  read  them. 
If  the  present  congress  is  not  well  instructed  about 
the  affairs  of  the  nation,  it  will  not  be  for  the  want 
of  calls  for  information. 

The  yzw  ArponTiosMENT,  undertlie  late  census, 
if  the  law  for  it  had  been  passed  by  congresi  early 
in  the  session,  as  it  might  as  well  have  been,  would 
have  saved  to  the  different  states,  which  will  be 
compelled  to  have  extra  sessions  of  their  legis- 
latures, not  less,  if  not  much  more  than  50,00§ 
dollars,  besides  the  inconvenience  that  the  mem- 
bers thereof  will  be  subjected  to.  This  is  amonp 
the  many  things  that  should  not  be  forgottea  when 
a  law  for  taking  the  ffth  census  shall  be  on  its 
passuge.  He  that  will  not  profit  by  experience, 
must  be  unwise,  indeed. 


i  lie  cost  of  collecting  the  net  revenue  tlien  is — 
At  New  York  and  Philadelphia- -</»ree/)er  cent. 
Boston — four  per  cent. 
Charleston — eight  per  cent.. 
Baltimore  and  Savannah — ten  per  cent. 
New  Orleans — Jourleen  and  an  half  per  cent. 


OUDSASCE  AND    OTIDSANCE    STORES.       A    feport    of 

col.  Komford,  of  the  ordnance  department,  dated 
the  29th  Jan.  ult.  shews  the  quantity  of  cannon,  Jcc. 
belonging  to  the  United  States  in  different  fortifi- 
cations, 8ic.  The  aggregates  of  the  chief  things 
mentioned  is  all  that  we  think  necessary  to  notice. 
The  battering  cannon,  &c.  inthefortifi'^ations  are 
42  pounders,  28;  32  pr.  226;  24  pr  413;  18  pr.  228, 
tnortars  40;  howitzers  56 — v.'ith  shot,  shells,  kc. 
&c. 

In  the  arsenals.  Sic.  there  are,  of  battering  can- 
non—32pr.  6;  24pr.  267;  18pr.  304;  mortars  89, 
howitzers,  chiefly  24  pr.  271 — with  quantities  of 
shot,  shells,  &c. 

The  cannon  required  for  the  new  fortifications 
!at<?ly  finished  or  now  building,  amount  in  all  to 
1,279  24pr.;  200  lO-mch  sea-coast  mortars;  28 
S-inch  howitzers;  of  all  which  the  greater  part  are 
to  be  provided,  and  estimated  to  cost  the  sum  of 
S957,l83,  when  complete  with  their  carriages,  &c. 
The  new  works  are  to  be  supplied  with  ordnance 
as  follows:  Fort  Diamond,  New-York,  87  24pr,; 
Delaware,  on  the  "Pea  Patch,"  in  the  river  of  that 
name,  234  do.  10  mortars,  28  howitzers.  Wash- 
ington, on  the  Potomac,  90  24pr ;  Munroe,  Che- 
Sapeake  bay,  320  24pr.  60  mortars.  Calhoun,  in 
the  same,  216  24pr.;  Mobile  Point  108  24pr.  and 
10  mortars.  Dauphin  Island,  the  same.  Rigolets 
^nd  Chef  Monteur,  each.  58  24pr.  and  6  mortars. 

\V ESTERS  BANKS  We  havB  a  closely  printed 
pamphlet  of  186  pages,  Svo.  containing  the  corres 
pondenceof  the  stcretary  of  the  treasury  with  the 
officers  of  the  banks  of  Steubenville,  Chillicothe, 
Parmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Cincinnati, 
.Vrai.klln  bank  of  Columbus,  Farmers'  and  Mecha- 
nics' bank  of  Indiana,  banks  of  Edwardsville,  IHi- 
r.ois,Vincennes,  Missouri,  Mississippi,  Tombeckby, 
the  branch  bank  of  Kentucky  at  Louisville,  and  the 
Planters'  and  Merchants'  bank  at  Huntsville.  It 
shev.E  the  Isborious  duties  of  the  head  of  the  de. 


DoLLAns  are  now  sold  at  2J  per  cent,  premiuna; 
and  we  are  plagued  with  odd  money — five  franc^ 
pieces,  French  crowns  and  "eighteen  penny  bits," 
instead  of  the  currency  to  which  the  prices  of  com- 
modities are  generally  adapted,  and  there  is  no  lit- 
tle perplexity  about  it.  It  is  not  long  since  that  dol- 
lars were  in  demand,  more  than  bank  notes — but 
now  they  seem  to  have  nearly  disappeared  front 
the  common  circulation — because,  "the  balance  of 
trade  is  in  our  favor!"  and  rags  "filthy  dowlass," 
will  soon  be  in  request  again;  for  there  is  a  real 
scarcity  of  change,  or  of  any  thing  that  passes  fOf 
money,  under  bank  notes  for  five  dollars. 

TnotJBLES  IK  CANADA.  The  earl  of  Dalhousie, 
governor  of  Lower  Canada,  has  suddenly  prorogued 
the  parliament,  "on  a  full  consideration  of  the  si- 
tuation of  affairs,  and  of  the  peculiar  circumstances 
which  have  led  to  it,  being  satisfied  that  no  benefit 
to  the  public  could  be  expected  from  a  continu- 
ance of  the  session."  The  assembly  had  previously 
differred  with  the  legislative  coancil,  and  refused 
to  vote  the  annual  supplies,  by  a  vote  of  21  to  5. 
Thus  political  symptoms,  perhaps  revolutionary, 
continue  to  shew  themselves  in  Lower  Canada. 
There  is  a  dispute  between  Lower  and  Upper  Ca-^ 
nada  respecting  revenue. 

Common  SCHOOLS — in. Yew  Fork.  The  extension 
through  the  state,  of  elementary  education,  is 
shewn  from  the  increase  of  scholars — in  1816  they 
amounted  only  to  140,106;  and  the  number  has 
gradually  risen  to  its  present  amount,  which  is 
332,979  What  is  the  sum  of  the  benefit  conferred 
by  such  such  liberal  and  enlightened  measures? 
By  what  means  shall  we  estimate  iti*  . 

The  nuATEs  or  ctjba.  Capt.  Jones,  of  the  brig 
Diligence,  from  Alatansas,  arrived  at  Boston,  on 
the  7th  inst.  states  that  on  the  14th  of  Feb.  the 
governor  of  .Matanzas  sent  out  two  detachments 
of  soldiers,  one  towards  Point  Escondido,  and  the 
other  towards  Ycacos,  to  search  for  pirates.  On 
the  15th,  the  soldiers  sent  to  Escondido  returned 
with  four  pirates,  having  killed  and  wounded  a<ven, 
and.  captured  one  of  their  boats,  with  two  swivels 
mounted,  besides  muskets,  pistols,  cutlasses  and 
knives.  On  the  16th  ,'1  e  detachment -ent  to  P.>int 
Ycacos,  returned  v/itb  thirteen  pirates,  having  kil- 
led one.  

FoREiN  NEWS.     By  late  arrivals,  London  papers 
to  the  22d  January  have  been  received. 

The  weather  has  been  so  mil;'  on  tlie  continent 
of  Enrnp''.  particularly  in  Pohvnd  and  Russia,  that 
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it  resembles  spring  more  than  winter;  and  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Dundee,  Scotland,  a  field  of  ripe 
barley  was  cut  down  in  the  middle  of  January, 
which  had  been  sown  in  August  last. 

The  frigate  Owen  Glendower  has  arrived  in  En- 
gJand  from  South  America,  with  a  million  and  an 
half  of  dollars  on  board.  She  left  Valparaiso, 
Oct.  10. 

It  is  stated  that  the  quantity  of  rum  on  hand  in 
London  exceeds  35,000  puncheons! — 15,000  more 
than  at  this  period  last  year.  Few  sales  are  ef- 
fected, and  the  West  India  planters  are  much  dis- 
tressed  thereby. 

The  average  amount  of  notes  and  bills  of  the 
bank  of  England  in  circulation,  is  stated  at 
a8,324.974  15s.  9ii. 

Ireland  continued  disturbed:  the  famous  Oranq-e- 
alderman  James,  has  been  created  a  baronet,  to  the 
destruction  of  all  the  «'good  feelings"  that  were 
spoken  of  \vh«n  the  king  visited  Dublin.  In  a  late 
patrol  of  the  country  near  Mullow,  two  parlies, 
each  headed  by  priests  of  the  established  church, 
met  one  another— one  was  supposed  to  be  "white 
boys,"  and  fired  upon  by  the  other,  by  which  one 
of  the  magistrate-priesis  and  a  constable  were  in- 
stantly killed. 

It  is  asserted  that  the  British  government  has 
abandoned  all  hope  of  preserving  peace  between 
Russia  and  Purkey 

Upwards  of  200  vessels  were  lately  wrecked  on 
the  coast  of  Sussex. 

France.  The  debates  in  the  chamber  of  depu- 
ties continue  to  be  violent,  but  it  does  not  seem  as 
if  any  thing  important  was  about  to  grow  out  of 
them.  There  is  some  talk  of  conspiracies.  The 
duchess  de  Bourbon,  mother  of  the  unfortunate 
duke  D'Enhiem,  has  died,  aged  72.  Viscount  Cha- 
teaubriand has  been  appointed  minister  at  London, 
in  the  place  of  the  duke  des  Caj^es,  resigned. 

'SpainhAs  negociated  a  loan  of  seven  millions  (of 
%vhat  is  not  stated)  in  London  The  king  had  not 
yet  changed  his  ministers.  The  disturbed  state  of 
the  co\intry  is  still  spoken  of,  but  it  seems  pretty 
evident  that  things  jtre  of  a  more  settled  character 
than  the  French  journalists  represent  them. 

Jiussia  and  Turkey  were  not  yet  at  war,  though 
it  seemed,  at  London,  to  be  considered  as  inevita- 
ble. 

The  total  amount  of  the  military  force  of  Rus- 
sia exceeds  a  million  of  men  in  arms!  There  are 
five  large  corps  of  75  or  80,000  men,  each,  stationed 
at  diti'trent  points,  besides  two  armies — and,  when 
the  emperor  pleases  to  visit  Constantinople,  he  can 
easily  sweep  the  Turks  out  of  his  way. 

The  (ireeksappeartogo  on  prosperously.  They 
have  an  organized  government,  of  which  Deme- 
trius Ypsilanti  is  the  chief.  An  e.\pcdilion  of  2000 
men  wa.s  preparing  to  drive  the  Turks  out  of  the 
island  of  Scio.  All  the  Morea,  except  the  town 
of  Coron  was  in  their  hands.  Thessaly,  Epirus, 
&c.  were  also  relieved  of  the  I'nrks. 

Brazil  is  not  s.ttled.  'I'he  prince  left  in  com- 
mand at  llio  Janeiro,  was  ordered  home  by  the 
king  and  cortes.  Some  of  the  people,  fearing  that 
they  would  be  subjected  to  a  military  government 
if  he  de])arlcd,  prevailed  on  him  lo  oonsent  to  i-e- 
miiin  for  further  orders.  I'liis  offended  the  gene- 
ral, who  rallied  the  European  troops,  and  they  in- 
sisted tliat  he  should  leave  the  country.  On  this 
the  prince  threw  himself  on  the  people,  declaring 
that  he  would  not  submit  to  such  dictation.  They 
supported  him,  and  compelled  the  general  and  the 
troops  to  a  capitul.ition  that  //*;■;/  should   be  sent 


were  preparing.  But  it  was  still  thought  that  they 
would  resist  when  required  to  embark. 

The  royal  general  Lacema  had  still  about  2,000 
men  under  his  command,  in  the  mountainous  dis- 
tricts of  Pern,-  but  his  ranks  were  daily  thinning  by 
desertions. 

The  bishop  of  Panama  had  represented  to  the 
government  that  a  lodge  of  the  "detestable  free- 
masons" had  been  established  in  that  city— but  the 
government  referred  the  venerable  complainant  to 
the  public  tribunals  and  the  laws. 


ofi'liom'"  to  I'ortngal,  for  which  purpose  trarysports  I  per  gaHoa 


Duties  on  Imports. 

The  following  bill  is  depending  in  the  house  .(^f 
representatives  of  the  United  States; 

A  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  several  acts  impos- 
ing duties  on  imports  and  tonnage. 
Be  it  enacted,  £jfc.  That  the  fourth  paragraph  of 
the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  re- 
gulate the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage;"  passeil 
the  twenty  seventh  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  and  continued  by  an  act  pass- 
ed on  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  continued,  and  made  permanent. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  next,  the 
sixth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  for  pro- 
viding for  the  deposite  of  wine,  and  distilled  spi- 
rits in  pubhc  ware-houses,  and  for  other  purposes," 
passed  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  shall  be  repealed,  and 
cease  to  be  in  force;  and  the  several  acts,  relative 
to  the  time  when  bonds  to  be  given  for  articles 
shall  become  payable,  prior  to  the  date  of  the  said 
act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  revived  and  con- 
tinued in  force,  from  and  after  the  said  thirty-first 
of  December  next,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  the  fol- 
lowing duties  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  paid, 
in  lieu  of  the  duties  heretofore  imposed  by  law, 
to  wit: 

A  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  on  all  the 
articles  contained  in  the  first  article  of  the  section 
of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  regulate  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,"  which  articles  now  pay 
a  duty  of  seven  and  a  half  i*er  cent. 

A  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  all  manufac- 
tures of  cotton,  wool  and  linen,  or  of  which  either 
is  a  component  part,  not  particularly  specified;  on 
articles  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  is  a  component 
part,  the  manufacture  of  India,  China  or  any  other 
country  beyond  t!ie  Citpe  of  Good  Hope;  on  en- 
gravings, on  ivory,  shell,  or  horn  combs;  on  Mad- 
rass  handkercliiets,  and  other  manufactures  made 
of  the  bark  of  trees;  on  muffs  and  tippets. 

A  duty  of  thirty  three  and  a  third  per  cent,  on 
nank  -ens,  the  manufacture  of  any  place  beyond 
the  (>ape  of  Good  Hope. 

A  duty  of  forty  per  cent,  on  ready  made  clothes. 

The  following  duties,  severally  and  specifically: 

On  lead,  in  Jiigs,  bars  and  slieels,  two  cents  per 
pound; 

On  siiot,  manufactured  of  lead,  three  cents  ptfr 
pound; 

On  pewter,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  pepper,  ten  cents  per  pound; 

On  pimento,  eight  cents  per  prjmd; 

On  ale  bee^  and  p«rter,  m  bottles,  tirentv  cents 
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On  ale,  beer  and  porter,  imported  otherwise  than 
in  bottles,  fifteen  cents  per  gallon; 

On  Chinese  cassia,  ten  cents  per  pound; 

On  cocoa,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  chocolate,  four  crnts  per  pound; 

On  ginger,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  currants  and  figs,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  plums,  prunes.  Muscatel  raisins,  and  raisins 
in  jars  and  boxes,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  all  other  raisins,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  filberts,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  molasses,  six  cents  per  gallon; 

On  prunelle  and  other  shoes,  or  slippers  of  stuff' 
ornankeen,  twenty-five  cents  per  pair; 

On  laced  boots  or  bootees,  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  pair. 

On  smoked  salmon,  one  dollar  per  quintal; 

On  linseed,  palm  and  hempseed  oil,  twenty-five 
cents  per  gallon; 

On  mauutactured  tobacco,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  mercury  and  quicksilver,  and  all  preparations 
of  it,  eiglit  cents  per  pound; 

On  bees-wax,  seven  cents  per  pound; 

On  butter,  five  cents  per  pound; 

On  camphor,  crude,  ten  cents  per  pound;  re- 
fined, twenty  cents  per  pound; 

On  chamomile  flowers,  ten  cents  per  pound; 

On  feathers,  for  beds,  five  cents  per  pound; 

On  flax,  tliree  cents  per  pound; 

On  Roman  cement,  o!.e  cent  per  pound; 

On  mdigo,  twenty-five  cents  per  pound; 

Oil  cochineal,  one  dollar  per  pound; 

On  madder,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  vinegar,  eight  cents  per  gallonj 

On  wool,  six  cents  per  pound; 

On  all  black  teas,  twenty-five  cents  per  pound; 

On  hyson  skin,  and  other  green  teas,  not  enu- 
inerated,  twenty-five  cents  per  pound; 

On  Glauber  salts,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  Epsom  salts,  three  cen's  per  pound; 

On  coal,  six  cents  per  bushel: 

One  pine  apples,  lour  cents  each; 

On  arracn,  forty  cents  per  gallon; 

On  Cayenne  pepper,  fifteen  cents  per  pound; 

On  copper  bottom^,  cut  round,  or  still  bottoms, 
raised  to  the  edge,  tour  cents  per  pound; 

On  copper,  in  plates  or  sheets,  weitrtiing  trort 
than  thirty -four  ounces  per  square  lyot,  four  cents 
per  pound; 

On  copper  plates,  for  engravers,  four  cents  per 
pound; 

On  hemp,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  iron,  in  bars  and  bolts,  not  manufactured  by 
tolling,  one  dollar  per  hundred  weight; 

On  castings  of  iron,  one  dollar  per  hundred 
u  eight; 

On  spikes,  of  iron,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  nails,  five  cents  per  pound; 

On  anvils,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  iron,  in  sheets,  rods  and  hoops,  three  cents 
yer  pound; 

On  iron,  cables,  or  chains,  or  parts  thereof,  three 
^ents  per  pound; 

On  spa(ies  and  shovels   ;wo  dollars  per  dozen; 

On  lard,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  opium,  one  dollar  per  pound; 

On  sohp,  fotiv  ctrrs  per  pound; 

On  all  ;  rinting  paper,  eight  cents  per  pound; 
wiappiiig  paper,  six  cents  per  pound; 
coloied  paper,  six  cents  per  pound; 
writing  paper,  twelve  cents  per  pound;    " 
sugtr-loaf  paper,  four  cents  per  pound; 
fetter  or  Iclio  post  pap'^r^  fiflem  cf  n's  per 
pounc^,  .  , 


On  book-binder's,  band-box,  and  sheathing  pa- 
per, three  cents  per  pound; 
On  printed  hangings,  fifteen  cents  per  pound; 
On  all  other  papers,  not  enumerated,  six  cents 
per  pound; 

On  wines,  Madeira,  sixty  cents  per  gallon; 

Marsala,   or  Sicily  Madeira,  and  other 
wines  of  Sicily,  forty  cents  per  gal- 
lon; 
AluUga  and  Colmenar,  thirty  cents  per 

giillon; 

Fayal,  thirty  cents  per  gallon; 

Fayal,   Pico  Madeira,  forty  cents  per 

gallon; 
Canary,  thirty  cents  per  gallon; 

On  books,  in  siieets  or  boards,  twenty-one  ceirts 
per  pound. 

when  bouhd,  twenty-eight  cents  per 
pound. 

Sec.  4.  ^lul  be  itfanher  enacted.  That  the  follow- 
ing articles  shall  be  impoitel  freeof  duty,  viz  o  .ks 
in  ancient  langiiug  s;  books  in  modern  foreign  lan- 
guagt  s;  books,  maps,  chiti  ts,  instruments,  and  en- 
gravings, specially  impoi  ted  for  the  use  of  any  state, 
or  sent  to  philosophical  or  literary  institutions,  as 
donations,  or  by  way  of  exchange. 

Sec  5.  And  belt  Jurlher  enacted.  That,  in  lieu  of 
tlie  drawback  heretofore  allowed  by  law ,  their  shall 
be  allowed  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  of  Septem- 
ber iicxt,  a  drstwbuck  ot  five  cents  on  every  gallon 
of  spirits,  not  Oelow  first  proof,  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  fiom  mollases,  subject  to  the  provi- 
sions and  regulations  of  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  to 
ahow  drawbacks  of  duties  on  spirits  and  sugar,  re- 
fined within  the  L'nited  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," passed  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixteen,  except  as  to  the  payment  of 
the  debenture,  which  shall  be  made  conformably  to 
an  act  pacsed  the  third  March,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty  one,  emitted  "an  act  to  authorize  the 
collectors  of  the  customs  to  pay  debenture  issued 
on  the  exportation  of  loaf  SHgar,  and  spirits  distil- 
led frommollasses." 

Sec.  6.  And  beil  further  enacted.  That  an  addition 
of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  several  rates 
ot  duti'is  above  specified  and  imposed,  in  respect 
to  all  such  goods,  war.;.'^;  and  merchandise,  whicbj 
after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hunured  and  twenty-two,  shall  be  import- 
ed Jii  stiips  or  vfSiels  not  of  the  United  States: 
Provided,  that  this  additional  duty  shall  not  apply 
to  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  th.e  United  States,  entit- 
led by  treaty,  or  by  any  act  or  acts  of  congress,  to  be 
entered  m  the  ports  of  tlie  United  States  on  the  pay- 
ment  of  the  tame  duties  as  are  paid  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of 
the  United  Slates. 

Sec  7.  Jlrul  be  it  further'  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  duties  by  this  act  im- 
posed, on  goods,  wuies,  and  merchandise,  import- 
ed into  the  United  States,  upon  the  exportation 
thereof  within  the  time,  and  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed in  li^e  fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  '«an 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
passed  on  tiie  twenty  seventh  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Sec.  8.  Jliid  be  rt  further  enacted.  That  the  exist- 
ing laws  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  for  the 
collection  ot,  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  U. 
States,  and  for  the  recovery,  collection,  distribu- 
tion, and  remission  of  all  fines,  penalties,  and  for- 
feitures, as  fully,  Rnd  effectually,  as  if  everj'  regu- 
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Mion,  restriction,  penalty,  forfeiture,  provision, 
clause,  matter,  and  thing,  in  the  existing  laws  con- 
tained, had  been  inserted  in,  and  re-enacted  by, 
this  act. 

Sec.  9,  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  duties 
imposed  by  this  act  shall  not  be  levied  on  goods 
imported  in  vessels  of  the  United  States  from  be- 
yond the  cape  of  Hnod  Hope,  which  shall  have 
sailed  from  the  United  States  before  the  passage  of 
this  act,  and  shall  arrive  therein  between  the  thir- 
tieth September,  eightoen  hundred  and  twenty- 
two,  and  the  first  day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-three. 


The  Pension  Law. 

Letters  of  the  secretary  of  war,  and  opinions  of 
the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  in  re- 
lation to  the  execution  of  the  acts  of  congress  of 
the  1st  of  Mav,  1820,  in  addition  to  the  pension 
law  of  1818,  &c.  &c. 

IVar  (h'partment,  Jan.  2,  1822. 
Sib:— In  answer  to  rowr  letter  making  several  in- 
quiries relative  to  the  regiment  commanded  by 
■col.  Bedel,  and  in  relation  to  several  other  subjects 
connected  with  revolutionary  pensions,  I  have  the 
honor  to  acquaint  you  tliat  there  are  several  pay 
Tolls  of  that  regiment  in  this  department;  that  six- 
ty-four  persons  who  belonged  to  that  regiment  now 
Teceive  pensions,  tliree  of  whom  are  officers;  and, 
that  a  number  of  persiiis  who  served  under  col. 
Bedel  have  applied  for  pensions  and  have  been  re- 
fused. The  former  class  is  composed  of  those  who 
served  under  that  officer,  in  1776,  at  which  period 
his  regiment  was  considered  on  the  continental 
establishment; — those  whose  claims  have  been  re- 
jected, served  prior,  or  subsequent  to,  that  year, 
wlien  til  it  regiment  was  not  on  the  continental  es- 
tablishment. 

In  reply  to  the  other  inquiries  in  your  letter,  I 
have  to  inform  you,  tliat  it  appears  from  the  re- 
cords of  this  department,  that  two  thousand  three 
hundred  and  ninety  two  persons,  whose  names 
were  placed  on  the  pension  list  under  the  act  of 
March,  1818,  have  applied  for  a  continuation  of  their 
pensions  under  the  act  of  May,  1820,  and  been  re- 
jected. 

From  the  18th  of  March,  1818  to  the  1st  of  May, 
1820,  two  hundred  and  hfty-two  have  been  discon- 
tinued by  death,  and  from  the  latter  date  to  the  1st 
of  December,  1821,  it  appears,  so  far  as  returns 
have  been  received,  one  hundred  and  eighty  have 
been  in  like  manner  discontinued.  Probably  as 
in:iny  more  have  died,  but  the  number  cannot  yet 
be  precisely  ascertained,  reports  for  the  last  six 
months  having  been  received  from  five  states  only, 
viz:  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland. 

A  person  whose  name  may  have  been  placed  on 
the  pension  list  under  the  act  of  March,  1818,  and 
dropped  therefrom  under  the  act  of  May,  1820,  on 
account  of  the  amount  of  his  property,  may  be  re- 
stored to  the  roll,  in  a  case  where  it  is  evident  that 
a  mistake  ha."!  arisen;  but  in  no  other  case  can  a  per. 
son's  name  be  restored  to  the  list.  According  to 
the  construction  given  by  the  attorney  general  to 
the  act  of  May,  1820,  there  is  no  power  vested  in 
this  department  to  replace  the  name  of  any  one 
•v.\\o  has  been  dropped  from  the  roll  on  account  of 
his  property,  and  who  may  have  since  become  so 
reduced  as  to  need  the  pension,  and  by  his  opinion 
1  have  been  invariably  governed  in  my  decisions 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  .1  C.  CALHOUN. 
Hon.  John  Cocke,  chairman  of  cim.  of  rer.  ptrndvnn. 


Department  oftoar^  Dec.  \7th  1821. 
Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  14th  inst.  requesting  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  persons  placed  on  the 
pension  list,  agreably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
congress  of  the  18th  March,  1818,  and  ti>e  number 
now  on  the  list,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  \tt 
May,  1820,  with  a  brief  statement  of  the  principles 
by  which  tliey  were  retained  or  rejected. 

The  whole  number  of  persons  whose  names  have 
been  placed  on  the  pension  roll,  under  the  former 
act,  amounts  to  eighteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighteen;  which  has  been  reduced,  under  the  lat- 
ter, to  twelve  thousand  and  eighty  eight.  The 
principles  by  which  I  have  been  governed,  in  the 
investigation  of  claims  under  that  law,  you  will  find 
generally  laid  down  in  the  opinions  of  tite  attorney 
general  of  the  United  States;  copies  of  which  arc 
herewith  transmitted.  No  particular  amount  of 
property  has  been  assumed  as  a  st.indard  by  which 
to  regulate  the  continuance  of  a  pension;  but,  in 
every  case,  regard  has  been  had  to  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  applicant.  His  age,  his  occupa- 
tion,  his  ability  to  pursue  his  business,  the  number 
and  ages  of  the  members  of  his  family,  and  their 
capacity  to  contribute  to  his  support,  with  the  du- 
ration of  his  service,  are  all  taken  into  consideration- 
It  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  opinion  of  the 
attorney  general  has  not  been  construed  to  extend 
to  prevent  a  reconsideration,  where  there  is  any 
grounds  to  believe  that  an  error  has  been  commit' 
ted  in  dropping  a  pensioner  from  the  list. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servan*, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Hon.  John  Cocke, 

Chair?nan  of  the  committee  of  rev.  pensions,  IL  li. 

Office  of  the  attorney  general  of  the  TJ,  S. 
May  9ih,  18:20. 

Sin:— I  have  now  the  honor  of  answering,  in  their 
order,  the  three  questions,  submitted  for  my  opi- 
nion, on  yesterday,  on  the  act  of  congress  of  tlie 
1st  inst.  supplementary  to  the  act  of  the  18th  of 
March,  1818,  providing  for  certain  persons  who 
served  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  revolutionary  war. 

First.  Whetherthe  whole  of  the  form  prescrib- 
ed in  the  first  section,  to  verify  the  amount  of  pro- 
perty  of  the  applicant,  except  the  oatt*  of  the  par- 
ty, and  the  certificate  of  the  clerk,  must  not  be 
done  in  open  court.' 

..Answer.  That  section  requires  the  party  to  pre- 
sent, in  open  court,  the  schedule  of  all  his  property, 
subscribed  by  himself,  and  accompanied  by  the  affi- 
davit, the  form  of  which  is  given  by  the  section. 

This  affidavit  must  be  annexed  to  the  schedule 
and  must  either  have  been  previously  sworn  to  be- 
fore some  judge  of  the  court,  or  must  be  sworn  to 
in  open  court,  when  the  schedule  to  which  it  is  an- 
nexed, shall  be  presented,  affix  a  value  to  the  pro- 
perty: all  this  is  to  be  done  in  open  court,  and 
made  matter  of  record:  for,  by  the  term  court,  used 
in  the  section,  is  meant  the  court  in  session.  1  an- 
swer the  first  question,  therefore,  in  the  affirmative. 

Secondly,  Whether  by  "court  of  record,"  men- 
tioned in  the  first  section,  is  included  courts  of  spe- 
cial jurisdiction;  such,  for  example,  as  a  court  of 
ordinary,  even  when  it  is  court  of  record,  as  it  has 
been  decided  to  be  in  some  of  the  stales? 

Jinsive.r.  Courts  of  special  jurisdiction  may  ne- 
vertheless, be  courts  of  record  AH  the  courts  of 
special,  not  of  general  jurisdiction;  yet  they  are 
courts  of  record"  The  phrase  «'court  of  record"  is 
borrowed  frcm  the  Englislj  law,  ontJ  it  is  fVoper 
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to  look  to  that  law  for  its  meaning.  According  to 
the  Enghsh  law,  those  only  are  courts  of  record, 
which  proceed  according  to  the  course  of  tlie  cotn- 
mon  law,  which  have, jurisdiction  ih  all  actions, 
real,  personal,  and  mixed,  above  the  value  of  forty 
shillings;  wliich  have  the  power  to  fine  and  impri- 
son; and  which  enroll  or  record  their  procedings,  in 
perpetual  testimony  ihereof.  \ccording  to  that 
law,  the  mere  fact  of  keeping  a  register  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, is  not  enough  to  make  a  court  of  record. 
For  the  court  of  admiralty  and  ecclesiastical  courts 
do  this;  yet  they  are  not  courls  of  record  in  Eng- 
land, because  they  do  not  proceed  according  to  the 
Course  of  the  common  law,  but  according  to  the 
oourse  of  the  civil  and  canon  law.  The  "court  of 
ordinary,"  mentioned  in  the  question,  is,  I  presume, 
the  prerogative  court  of  England,  whose  function 
is  to  grant  probate  of  wills,  and  letters  of  adminis- 
tration; this  is  one  species  of  ecclesiastical  courts, 
and,  in  England,  is  not  a  court  of  record,  for  the 
reason  just  mentioned,  tiiat  it  proceeds  by  civil  and 
canon  law,  not  by  the  common  law.  It  is  farther 
to  be  remarked,  that  in  England  the  erection  of  a 
new  tribunal,  with  the  power  to  fine  and  imprison, 
is  of  itself  sufficient  to  constitute  the  new  tribunal 
a  court  of  record.  With  this  view  of  the  English 
law  on  the  subject  it  is  proper  to  state,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  all  are  courts  of  record,  within  the  con- 
templation of  the  act  of  congress — 
1st.     Which  are  expressly  made  courts  of  record 

by  the  laws  of  the  state  which  create  them. 
2nd.     Which  have  been  solemnly  adjudged  by  the 
tribunals  of  the  several  states  to  be  courts  of  re- 
cord. 
Srd.     Which  proceed  according  to  the  course  of 
the  common  law  with  a  jurisdiction  unlimited,  in 
Jjoint  of  amount,  keeping  a  record  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. 
4tl).     Which  have  the  power  of  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. 

And  that  courts,  which  proceed  according  to  the 
course  of  the  civil  and  canon  law,  having  neither  of 
those  attributes,  are  not  courts  of  record,  although 
they  may  keep  a  register  of  their  proceedings,  and 
possess  its  seal. 

1  he  great  multitude  and  variety  of  courts,  which 
exists  in  the  difl'erent  states,  and  the  very  loose 
and  incorrect  notions  which  are  afloat,  as  to  what 
it  is  that  constitutes  that  technical  being,  "a  court 
of  record,"  will  render  it  difficult  for  you  to  apply 
those  principles  to  every  case  that  may  be  brougiit 
before  you,  from  every  part  of  the  union.  Ycu 
liave  a  right,  however,  to  be  salisfied;  and,  indeed, 
you  are  required  by  the  law  to  be  satisfied,  that  the 
court  whose  certilicate  is  affixed  is  a  court  of  record. 
This  proof  can  be  easily  supplied  by  the  minute  of 
the  court  in  every  instance;  it  may,  on  the  face  of 
the  proceedings,  state  itself  to  be  a  court  of  record, 
expressly  so  declared  by  the  statute  of  the  state 
•which  created  it;  of  "expressly  so  adjudged  by 
the  tribunals  of  the  state;"  or  "having  the  power 
of  fine  and  imprisonment,"  &c.  This  may  be  re- 
quired, by  the  regulation.'?  wiiich  you  will  publish 
under  the  act,  and  it  is  fortunately  a  requisition  with 
vhich  a  compliance  is  very  easy. 

Thirdly.  Whether  the  words  of  the  third  section 
*«in  such  indigent  circumstances,  as  to  be  unable 
so  suport  himself,  without  tlie  assistance  of  his 
country,"  do  not  comprehend  tliose  only,  who  are 
incapable,  without  the  aid  of  the  government,  of 
supporting  themselves,  except  by  privateer  public 
charit)  i 

Ansioer.  I  think  it  was  the  intention  of  congress 
to  make  the  amount  of  the  schedule  the  test  of  the 


indigence  of  the  applicant;  and  that,  consequently, 
the  relief  given  by  the  former  act,  is  to  be  continu- 
ed in  every  case,  in  which  the  schedule  sliail  ex- 
hibit proof  of  such  indigence,  tliut  the  income  of 
property  is  inadequate  to  the  support  of  the  appli- 
cant. "* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir  very  respectfully,  Stc. 

WM.  WIRT. 
Tke  hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  of  war, 

OJfice  of  the  attorjiey  general  of  the  U.  S. 
February'id,  1821. 

Sin:  The  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  1820,  in  addition 
to  tlie  pension  law  of  the  16'th  of  March,  1818, 
makes  it  tlse  duty  of  the  secretary  of  war  to  strike 
from  the  list  of  pensioners  the  name  of  every  per- 
son who,  according  to  the  evidence  of  the  scliedule 
required  by  the  act,  ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  to 
remain  on  it.  lam  asked,  v/helher  he  has  any  power 
to  restore,  on  subsequent  and  dilf'erent  evidence  of 
the  schedule;  to  which  I  answer,  that  he  has  not, 
because  the  law,  which  is  the  only  warrant  of  au- 
thority to  him,  gives  him  no  such  power.  If  it  be 
desirable  that  he  should  possess  it,  congress  must 
confer  it,  or  he  cannot,  with  any  propriety,  assume 
its  exercise, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully^ 
your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W IRT. 
The\\on.John  C.  Calhoun,  department  of  war. 


Army  Expenditure. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to  the  speaker  of  ths 
house  of  representatives. 
Dki'atitment  of  wak,  1st  March,  1822. 

SiH:  Pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  7th  ultimo,  1  have  now  the 
honor  of  submitting  "a  consparative  view  of  the 
expenses  of  the  army  proper,  and  mihtary  academy, 
for  the  years  1818,  1819,  181^0,  and  1821,  and  esti. 
mates  for  1822,  arranged  under  the  various  heads 
of  expenditures  according  to  the  present  and  for- 
mer organization  of  the  department  of  war."  The 
military  disbursements  for  the  years  1816  and  ISlZj 
as  explained  by  the  letter  from  the  second  auditor, 
accompanying  this  report,  are  so  blended  with  the 
arrearages  of  prior  years,  pay  and  subsistence  of 
the  militia,  and  claims  of  certain  states  and  indi. 
viduals,  arising  out  of  the  late  war,  as  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  ascertaining  the  expenses  of  the 
army  for  those  years,  and  so  as  to  put  it  out  of  my 
power  to  embrace  them  in  the  comparative  view- 
called  for;  though  it  is  believed,  if  it  could  be  em» 
braced  in  the  comparison,  the  result  would  not  vary 
materially  from  that  foimded  on  the  expenditure 
of  the  year  1818,  in  which  year  a  separation  was 
made,  for  the  first  time,  between  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  army  and  the  arrearages  growing  out 
of  the  expenditures  of  the  late  war. 

Table  A,  accompanying  this  report,  is  the  state- 
ment of  the  second  auditor,  and  exhibits  a  view  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  army  proper,  including  the 
military  academy,  from  the  year  1S18  to  1821,  in- 
clusive; from  which  it  appears  that  the  exi'endi- 
tures,  after  deducting  for  the  increased  expense  on 
account  of  the  Seminole  war,  in  1818,  were,  re- 
spectively, for  those  vears,  §3,702,495  04,  §3.374,- 
731  95,  §2,816.414  11,  and  §2,180,093  53;  adding 
to  the  expenditure  of  the  last  year  the  arrearages 
of  the  quartermrstcr's  department,  and  subtracting 
the  expenditure  incident  to  the  reducing  the  mili- 
tary establishment  in  .lune  last,  the  estimate  for  the 
expencUtuve  of  the  year  IS.llj  including  the  balaii- 
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ees  of  such  of  the  appropriations  of  the  last  year  as 
are  required  for  the  service  of  this,  amount  to 
§1,800,424  85. 

Table  D  is  an  abstract  of  the  general  returns  of 
the  army,  for  the  years  1818,  1819,  1820,  and  1821, 
showing  the  number  of  officers  and  enlisted  men, 
as  reported  by  the  last  returns  received  at  the  ad- 
jutant gfeneral's  office,  tog-ether  with  the  academic 
staff  and  military  school  at  Webt  Point,  to  which  is 
added  the  number  of  the  military  establishment, 
by  the  present  organization,  for  the  year  1822. 
FrfTO  the  (xi.ibit  in  the  table,  it  appears  that  the 
aver;  g'  strength  of  the  army,  including  officers  at;d 
cadets,  for  the  year  1818,  w.s  8,iyy;  f«ir  18 19, 
8,428;  for  1820,  9,693;  for  1821,  8,109;  and  that, 
from  the  organization  of  the  pre.sent  military  esta- 
blishment, if  the  rank  and  Hie  are  kept  full,  the 
Strength,  for  1822,  will  amount  to  6,442. 

It  also  appears,  from  the  same  table,  that  the 
fcommissioncd  officers  were,  in  proportion  to  the 
«ad  IS  and  rank  and  file  of  the  army,  in  service,  for 
those  years,  thus 


P'rom  the  above  data  and  average  strength  of 
each  year,  conformably  to  an  abstract  of  tlie  gene- 
ral returns  of  the  army,  it  results,  that  the  average 
cost  of  the  army,  for  each  individual,  taking  the 
aggregate  of  the  officers,  professors  of  the  milita- 
ry academy,  cadets,  and  enlisted  men,  in  the  ser- 
vice ef  the  United  States,  for  1818,  was, 
In  expenditures,   not  materially  affected 

by  administration,  on  an  average,  eacli  §151  93 
Its  expenditures  which  may  be  affected  by 


In  1821,  as  1  to  12.18, 
In  1822,  as  1  to  10.25. 


administration,  on  an  average,  each 


299  64, 


In  1818,  as  1  to  11  75, 

In  1819,  as  1  to  12  11, 

In  1820,  as  1  to  13  57, 

Table  C  exhibits  the  result  of  the  comparative 
TJew  of  the  expenditures  of  the  army  for  the  years 
1818,  1819,  1820,  1821,  and  estimates  of  expendi- 
tures for  1822.  To  illustrate  distinctly  the  opera- 
tions of  the  present  system,  in  controlling  the  dis- 
bursrments  of  the  army,  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  a  proper  organized  staff,  the  items  com- 
posing the  expenditures  of  the  army  have  been 
•classed  under  two  divisions,  viz: 

First.  1  hose  which  are  fixed  by  law,  and  which 
cannot  be  materially  affected  by  administration; 
such  as,  pay  to  the  officers  and  men,  subsistence  to 
the  former,  and  the  allowance  to  them  for  servants, 
forage,  transportation  for  baggage,  SiC. 

Secondly.  Those  items  which  are  embraced  un- 
der the  general  character  of  supplies  for  the  army, 
and  which  may  be  reduced  by  correct  administra- 
tion; such  as,  subsistence  to  soldiers,  clothing, 
quartermaster's  and  medical  stores.  As  most  of  the 
articles  embraced  imder  the  above  denomination 
are  exposed  to  fluctuate  in  price,  and  a  considera- 
ble reduction  took  place  in  the  medical,  subsist- 
ence, and  clothing  supplies,  within  the  periods 
compared,  proper  allowances  have  been  made  on 
that  account,  amounting,  in  the  price  of  provisions, 
from  forty  to  thirty-nine  and  a  half  per  centum,  a. id, 
in  that  of  clothing  and  medical  stores,  from  seven  to 
eight  and  an  half  per  centum.  Tlie  contracts  made 
by  the  different  departments,  and  the  price  cur 
rents  for  those  years,  in  the  principal  cities,  have 
been  the  guides  in  fixing  on  those  allowances.  To 
the  quartermaster's  disbursements  no  additions 
have  been  made,  as  any  reduction  whicli  may  have 
taken  place  in  the  price  of  supplies  furnished  by 
that  department,  has  been  more  than  balanced  by 
the  increased  expenditures  to  which  it  has  been 
Bubject  from  the  extension  and  multiplication  of 
the  frontier  posts; 

From  table  C  it  appears,  that  the  expenditures 

of  the  army,  (additions  being  made  as  above  stated, 

for  the  reduction  in  prices  of  stores  and  supplies 

in  the  years  subsequent  to  1818,  so  as  to  raise  the 

prices  of  these  years  to  the  standard  of  those  of 

that  year),  wouUl  amount  to, 

In  1818,      . 

In  1819,      . 

In  1820,      . 

In  1821, 


§3,702,495  04 
3,563,735  10 
3,061.884  00 
2,327,552  13 


Total  average  cost  for  officers  and  en- 
listed men,  &c.  each  for  1818,  -  ^451  57 


For  the  year  18l9: 

In  expenditures  of  the  1st  cl;is?,  each     §158  72 
In  expenditures  of  the  2d  class,  each         275  98 


Total  average  cost,  each 


S434  70 


For  the  year  1820: 

In  expenditures  of  the  1st  class,  each     §140  45 
In  expenditures  of  the  2d  class,  each         178  43 


Total  average  cost,  each 


For  the  year  1821: 

In  expenditures  of  the  1st  class,  each 
In  expenditures  of  the  2d  class,  each 


S3 15  88 


§136  62 
150  40 


§287  02 

For  the  year  1822: 

Conformably  to  estimates,  of  the  1st  class, 

each  §155  30 

Conformably  toestimatee,  of  the  2d  class, 

each  I4*i  IS 


Aiidb^  estimates  for  1822,    1,929,179  9i 


§299  46 

From  the  above  it  appears  that  there  has  been  an 
actual  annual  reduction  in  the  average  expense  of 
each  officer  and  soldier  in  the  service. 

In  the  year  1819,  of  §16  87  each; 

In  1820,  of  135  69  each; 

In  1821,  of  164  55  each; 

And  by  estimates  for  1822,  of       153  U  each. 

The  act  of  congress  for  organizing  the  general 
staff,  agreeably  to  its  present  formation,  was  not 
approved  until  the  14th  of  April,  1818,  and  the 
change  in  the  system  for  controlling  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  army,  under  the  superintendaiice  of 
the  chiefs  of  each  department  located  at  Washing- 
ton, could  not  be  sufhciently  matured  before  the 
close  of  the  year  1819,  which,  with  the  additional 
expense  to  which  the  quarter-master's  department 
was  unavoidably  subjected  in  t!ie  year  1819,  i'xom 
occupying  advanced  military  posts  on  tlio  Missouri 
and  Mississippi  rivers,  will  accouiU  for  the  compa- 
ratively httle  reduction  in  the  expenditure  in  that 
year. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  1822,  compared 
with  the  aggregate  of  individuals  composing  the 
military  establishment,  tlioui.',h  favorable,  as  con- 
trasted with  the  expenses  of  1818,  1819  and  1820, 
is  not  so  with  1821.  Tliis  difference  is  accounted 
for  from  the  present  organization  (jf  the  militaiy 
establishment,  the  officers  being  in  Inrger  propor- 
tion to  the  rank  and  file,  than  under  the  former  or- 
ganization; but,  if  we  slujuid  suppose  tlie  propor- 
tion to  be  the  same,  tlie  comparison,  founded  on 
the  estimates  for  1822,  would  be  more  favorable  i.i 
its  results  than  in  the  expenditures  of  the  preced- 
ing year.    From  table  C.  it  further  appears,  that 


40 


NILES' REGISTER ^M ARCH  16,  I8i2-C0RPS  OF  CADETS. 


the  army  for  the  year  1818,  being  8,199  strong,  in- 
chiding  general  staff,  professors  of  the  military 
academy,  cadets  and  enlisted  men,  cost,  for  that 
year  §3,702,495  04,  and  that  for  the  same  numeri- 
cal force,  at  the  rate  of  the  expenditures  in  1818, 
would  have  cost. 

For  1819  S3,564,105  30 

For  1820  i;,589,900  12 

For  1821  2,353,276  98 

And,  on  the  estimates  for  1822     2,455,272  51 

After  making  an  allowance  for  the  diH'erence  in 

prices  of  articles  of  svipplies,  as  above  stated,  the 

results  in   favor  of  the  latter  years  are,  respec- 

tivelv,   S138.389  74,  §1.112,594  92,  gl,349,218 

and  Sl,247,222  50. 

Such  are  the  results,  as  founded  on  the  state- 
ment of  the  second  auditor  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment, but  which,  for  the  reasons  which  he  has 
assigned  in  his  report,  may  not  be  strictly  correct 
as  the  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of  each  year 
are  not  kept  separately.      It  is,  however,   confi- 
dently believed,  that  any  inaccuracy  in  the  mode 
of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  several  years,  cannot,  in  any  considerable  de- 
gree, vary  the  result.     This  f^reat  reduction  in 
the  expenditure  has  been  effected  by  the  present 
organization,  principally  by  the  more  minute  con- 
trol which,  through  it,  has  been  given  both  to  the 
disbursements  of  public  money  and  the  preserva- 
tion  of  public  property.    Its  beneficiul  effects  have 
been  no  less  striking  in  the  prompt  rendition  and 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  disbursing  officers. 
All  the  accounts  for  suppUes  and  disbursements 
in  the  department  of  the  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence, for  the  year  ending  the  1st  June  last,  the  pe- 
riod at  whiclithe  contracts  for  supplying  the  army 
expired,    are  settled,  except  a  few   small   ones, 
amounting,  in   the  whole,  to  g5,405  46,  though 
there   were   seventy-one  contracts   formed,   and 
ninety-one  disbursing  officers  attached  to  this  de- 
partment during  that  year. 

The  settlements  in  the  other  subordinate  branch- 
es of  this  department  are  not  less  prompt.  It  is 
believed  that  the  system  has  attained  nearly  all  the 
perfection  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  as,  by  refer- 
ence to  the  table  marked  C,  it  will  be  seen  that 
those  ex^jcnditures,  liable  to  be  affected  by  admi- 
nistration,  and  which  are  principally  on  account  of 
the  soldiers,  will  be  but  little  reduced  in  this  year, 
when  compared  with  those  of  last  year,  and  it  is 
not  doubted  but  that  if  preserved,  the  system  will 
hereafter  prevent  the  accumulation  of  unsettled 
accounts,  and  of  any  considerable  losses  in  tlie 
expenditure  for  the  army.  Taking  every  circum- 
stuiice  into  consideration,  the  number  and  distance 
of  tlie  posts,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  sup- 
plies, and  the  Lirge  proportion  of  officers  and  ca- 
«!cts,  which,  while  it  better  fulfils  the  objp.ct  of  a 
peace  establishment,  renders  the  army  more  ex- 
pensive, when  compared  with  the  aggregate  of 
individuals,  including  ofiicers,  cadets  and  privates, 
it  is  believed  that,  at  no  period,  has  the  expense 
of  the  military  estabhshment  been,  in  proportion 
'.  ()  its  size,  so  small  as  under  its  present  organiza- 
tion. 

Table  marked  D.  contains  a  coropar?.tive  state- 
ment of  the  expense  of  supplying  the  army,  from 
the  1st  of  June,  1816,  till  the  31st  of  May,  1817, 
under  the  former  system,  and  the  same  under  the 
present  from  the  let  of  June,  1820,  till  the  31st 
of  May,  1821.  The  new  system  commenced  its 
operation  on  the  1st  of  June,  1819,  and,  as  some 
additional  expenses  were  necessarily  incurred  in 


of  the  system  would  be  more  fairly  tested  by  taking- 
the  subsequent  year.  The  year  from  the  1st  of 
June,  1816,  was  assumed,  under  the  old  system,  in 
preference  to  subsequent  year.s,  under  the  belief 
that  it  presents  the  fairest  test  of  the  operation  of 
the  former  system,  the  accounts  of  that  year  being 
more  completely  adjusted,  and  not  involved  in  the 
increased  expenditure  on  account  of  the  Seminole 
war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  C,  CALHOUN. 
Hon.  r.  r.  Barbour, 

speaker  home  of  representatives,  U.  S. 


Corps  of  Cadets. 

nOCSE  OF  HEi-llESKNTATIVKS,  NAIICII  '1. 

The  committee  on  military  affairs  having  made 
the  necessary  inquiries  relative  to  the  military 
academy  and  th.e  corps  of  cadets,  submit  the  fof- 
lowing  statement  from  the  war  department,  with 
the  annexed  report. 

Statement,  shewing  the  number  of  admissions,  re- 
signations,  dismissals,  issues  and  promotions  of 
cadets  at  the  military  academy  at  West  Point, 
annually,  frosn  the  year  1817  to  1821,  inclusive; 
together  with  the  whole  number  in  each  year 
on  the  31st  of  December. 
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Taking  the  number  230  as  the  average  number 
present  at  the  academy  in  each  of  five  years,  and 
26  the  average  number  of  those  who  have  been 
commissioned  in  each  year,  it  follows  that  the 
latter  are  to  the  former  as  one  to  nine,  with  a  small 
fraction. 

The  time  of  the  resignations  and  dismissals, 
stated  in  the  report,  not  having  been  required, 
and  not  being  specified,  the  committee  have  rea- 
son to  believe  them  to  have  taken  place  generally 
before  the  students  had  entered  upon  those  branch- 
es which  were  necessary  qualify  them  for  the  se- 
veral departments  of  service,  as  those  of  engi- 
neers, artillery,  &c.  in  which  it  was  the  design  of 
the  institution  to  instruct  them;  as  it  is  ivell  known 
thdt  ycmng  men  have  been  sent  to  the  academy  for  the 
purpose  of  recei7ring  a  general  education,  ivilhout  the 
intention  of  engaging  in  military  service.  To  pre- 
vent this  practice  in  future,  which  is  considered  a 
perversion  of  the  great  object  of  the  institution,  it 
appears  to  be  indispensable  that  each  cadet,  with 
his  parent  or  guardian,  should  be  required  to  sign, 
on  his  admission,  an  engagement  to  serve  the  Unit- 
ed State.s  five  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  as 
provided  in  the  act  of  April  29th,  1812. 

The  omission  of  this  condition  appears  to  the 
committee  to  have  been  among  the  principal  causes 
to  which  may  be  ascribed  the  great  proportion, 
(amounting  to  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  whole  num- 
ber admitted)  of  resignations  and  dismissals  re- 
ported in  the  return.  I'here  have,  however,  been 
otiier  causes,  among  which  maj'  be  reckoned  the 


the  first  year,  it  T.-a§  thought  that  the  operation  d'^'^f'S^^d  slate  tf  Uie  aflaha  of  the  academy  fa 
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8everal  years  p-.eceding,  and  for  some  time  subse- 
quent to  ilie  statement  herein  contained.  Within 
the  last  two  years,  improvements  ha\'e  been  made 
in  every  branch  of  instruction  and  discipline  afford- 
ing the  fairest  prospects,  and  promising,  under  the 
continued  patronage  of  government,  to  fulfil  the 
public  csptrctation,  and  to  accomplish  the  impor- 
tant objects  of  the  institution. 

An  idea  has  prevailed  that,  in  addition  to  the 
officers  furnished  to  the  army,  the  academy  has 
been  the  means  of  distributing  throughout  the 
states  young  men  of  military  education  and  talents, 
to  be  engrafted  on  the  militia.  This  opinion  ap- 
pears to  the  committee  not  to  be  well  founded; 
nor  can  it  be,  so  long  as  the  greater  part  of  those 
who  are  permitted  to  resign  to  retire  to  private 
life  before  they  have  been  instructed  in  the  appli- 
cation of  the  preliminary  science  to  any  one  arm 
or  branch  of  service,  excepting  the  drill  and  field 
duty.  The  expense  of  maintaining  and  educating 
the  cadets  has  also  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
committee.  Not  relying  on  the  result  to  be  de- 
rived  from  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  they  have  estimated  the  pay, 
subsistence,  the  expense  of  professors,  teachers, 
&c.  and  find  that,  taking  the  average  number  230 
present  at  the  academy,  the  amount  for  each  cadet 
exceeds  500  dollars  annually,  without  including 
the  interest  of  the  money  expended  on  the  pub- 
lic buildings,  the  principal  of  which  has  exceeded 
300,000. 

It  has  been  before  stated,  that  one  in  nine  of 
those  reported  present  at  the  academy  have  en- 
tered the  army;  but  when  it  is  considered  tliat  one 
half  of  the  whole  number  have  not  remained  there 
above  two  years,  it  is  required  to  multiply  the  ex- 
pense by  four  and  a  half  or  by  four,  whence  it 
would  follow,  that  the  expense  of  one  cadet  entering 
the  army  on  his  own  account,  amounting  to  ^2000,  for 
four  amounts  to  §8000. 

Whether,  and  how  far,  it  may  be  expedient  to 
reduce  the  number  and  the  compensation  of  the 
cadets,  the  committee  submit  to  the  judgment  of 
the  house,  and  for  that  purpose  report  a  bill. 


Post  Office  Department. 

Keport  of  the  postmaster  general,  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  general  post  office, 
from  the  year  1816,  to  the  year  1821,  inclusive. 

Statement  of  the  post  ofice  department,  sheudng  its 
produce  and  expenditure,  from  1816  fo  1821, ^tn- 
chtsive. 
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1816 

3,2fi0 

661,782 

265,944 

16,508 

521,970 

157,360 

48,976 

1817 

3.459 

1,002.973 

303,9,6 

23.410 

589,189 

86,458 

52,68y 

1818 

3,618 

1,130,235 

346,429 

24,792 

664.611 

94,403 

59,473 

1819 

4,000 

.,:04.737 

375,828 

24,15.' 

717,881 

86,876 

68,586 

1820 

4,500 

l.U  1,927 

352.295 

26,206 

782,425 

73,492 

•1821 

4,976 

1,020,102 

331,S82 

33,181 

800,418 

79,803 

6,440,756 

r, 976,294 

148,249 

4.976,19) 

452,097 

Noto— The  balance  against  the  general  post  office,  in  1820,  was 
8.999,  and  in  1821  it  was  136.379. 


*The  produce  of  the  fouriii  qunvier  of  1821,  is 
estimated,  and  the  incidental  expenses  of  that  year 
were  increased  by  an  expenditure  for  the  roof  of 
the  general  post  office,  and  a  fire  engine,  amount- 
ing to  six  thoasand  and  twenty  dollars. 


By  an  examination  of  this  statement,  it  will  ap- 
pear that  a  deficiency  of  the  revenue  of  the  office 
is  with  much  certainty  anticipated:  and  it  will  be 
perceived  that,  since  the  year  1819,  the  postages 
have  diminished,  while  the  expenses  have  increas- 
ed, by  the  augmentation  of  post  routes;  and  thus 
increased  disbursements  have  been  made,  while 
the  means  of  their  support  have  decreased. 

The  causes  of  the  diminution  of  postages  mav 
be  assigned  to  a  general  depression  of  commerce, 
and  a  consequent  inactivity  of  correspondence,  to 
a  scarcity  of  money,  and  in  some  sections  of  the 
country,  the  absence  of  a  currency  adapted  to  the 
operations  of  the  department. 

The  above  statement  will  exhibit  the  annual  in. 
crease  of  the  extent  of  miles  of  post  roads  establish- 
ed during  the  preceding  six  years,  the  total  in- 
crease  amounting  to  thirty  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-two  miles.  In  seven  years  preceding 
the  last,  tlie  general  post  office  has  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents. 

To  supply  the  contingent  deficiency  of  revenue, 
and  to  reduce  expenditures,  I  will  suggest: 

Firstly,  The  expediency  of  discontinuing  by  law, 
all  post  routes  which  do  not,  and  shall  not  produce 
one  third  of  the  expenses  of  transporting  the 
mails  thereon,  after  an  experiment  of  two  years 
has  been,  or  shall  be  hereafter  made. 

Secondly,  By  providing  by  law  for  an  increase  of 
postage  on  newspapers,  more  proportionate  to  the 
expenses  and  distances  of  their  transportation, 
and  yet  the  increase  of  postage  not  to  be  so  great 
as  to  affect  the  circulation  of  tliose  useful  vehicles 
of  information,  so  necessary  to  the  existence  and 
preservation  of  free  governments;  and  l)y  subject- 
ing to  postage  all  newspapers  carried  in  the  mail. 

Thirdly,  To  provide  for  the  better  securing  the 
postages  on  newspapers,  the  remedy  proposed  is 
to  require  the  payment  of  newspaper  postage  be- 
fore their  transmission  by  mail. 

Fourthly,  By  a  diminution  in  the  expenses  of 
collection.  The  commissions  at  some  of  the  post- 
offices  are  greater,  it  is  believed,  than  are  really 
necessary.  The  fortieth  section  of  the  post  office 
law,  whicli  requires  the  surplus,  after  paying  the 
postmaster  two  thousand  dollars  a  year  and  his  ne- 
cessary expenses,  to  be  accounted  for,  requires 
amendment.  The  postmaster  being  left  himself 
the  judge  of  what  he  shall  pay  for  clerk  hire  and 
other  expenses,  may  calculate  so  as  to  expend  the 
whole  amount  of  commission  and  other  allowances, 
so  that  no  postmaster  may  charge  more  than  is 
really  a  proper  compensation  for  himself,  includ- 
ing his  necessary  expenses. 

J'\f'h'i',  By  prohibiting  all  passengers,  as  well  as 
drivers  and  owners,  in  public  stages,  which  travel 
on  a  po3t  road,  and  all  passengers  who  are  con- 
veyed in  steam,  or  other  regular  boats  or  vessels, 
from  carrying  letters  and  packets,  other  than  such 
as  are  open,  and  relate  to  their  own  concerns;  and 
subjecting  all  such  letters  as  are  conveyed  by  a 
passenger,  driver,  or  owner,  when  delivered  into  » 
post  office,  to  the  same  postage  as  if  conveyed  in 
the  mail. 

The  deficiency  in  the  product  of  the  two  pre- 
ceding years  has  been  supplied  by  the  collection 
of  outstanding  halar/.ea.  The  balance  in  favor  of 
tlie  general  post  office  on  the  first  of  .lanuary  last, 
is  estimated  at  something  over  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  A  part  of  that  sum  has  been  c«!lect- 
ed  and  paid  to  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail, 
rhis  would  seem  to  afford  a  nif^ans  of  supplying 
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the  deficiency  of  the  product  of  the  current  year. 
But  it  sliould  be  recollected  tliat  this  contains  the 
accumulated  balances  of  the  department  from  its 
first  estabhshment,  say  for  nearly  thirty  three  years. 
And,  although  the  absolute  loss  will,  it  is  suppos- 
ccl, amount  to  an  inconsiderable  sum,  it  is  found  to 
be  extremely  ditticult  to  collect  sudiciently  fast  to 
satisfy  the  demands  upon  the  ofRce.  And  experi- 
ence  shews,  that  there  must  be  always  a  large  out- 
standini?  b  dance. 

The  causes  previously  ass'j»'ned  for  the  diminu- 
tion of  postages,  together  with  occasional  bankrupt. 
ties,  deatiis  of  postmasters,  and  the  extensive  num- 
ber of  nearly  five  thousand  posmasters,  operate 
ftlso  to  retard  the  colhction  of  balances. 

Two  clerks  have  been  constantly  employed  for 
three  yeai'S  past,  and  have  bet  n  assisted  mos  of  the 
time  by  two  others  in  this  business,  and  the  collec- 
tion of  arrearages  is  still  pressed  luiceasingly,  but, 
as  has  been  before  remarked,  new  balances  arise. 

The  outstanding  balances  amounttonearly  half  of 
the  gross  amount  of  postages  of  one  year  — Where 
resort  is  had  to  law,  collections  must  be  dilutorv; 
and  an  immediate  resort  in  all  cases,  is  not  tlve 
speediest  way  of  obtaining  payment.  A  prudent 
regard  to  the  interests  of  the  public,  as  well  as 
that  of  individuals,  requires  sometimes  a  recourse 
first  to  other  measures. 

The  changes  of  postmasters,  from  various  caus- 
es, is  no  inconsiderable  source  of  delay  and  of  la- 
bor in  making  final  adjustments  of  accounts. 
These  changes  amount  to  nearly  one  thousand  in 
a  year. 

But  few  suits  had  been  commenced  previous  to 
my  taking  charge  of  the  post  ofKce.  In  1814,  the 
whole  number  in  the  docket  book  being  but  114 
From  that  time  to  the  close  of  1820,  six  hundred 
nnd  eleven  suits  were  instituted,  in  addition  to 
those  before  pending,  and  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-six  were  brought  to  a  close  before  that  time.  In 
the  course  of  the  year  1821,  two  hundred  and 
twenty  four  suits  were  instituted,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  five  of  the  whole  number  in  suit  were 
brought  to  a  close. — All  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. R.  J.  MEIGS,  Jr. 

The  hon.  P.  P.  Bakbouu, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 


Seventeenth  Congress — first  session. 

IN  T!lfc  SENATE. 

Jtfcirck  8.  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
tofoinnimiciite  to  the  senate,  the  expenses  of  hnildine  each  vessel 
of  war  at  tachnavy  yard  in  the  U.  States,  authorized  by  an  act  of 
the  2iid  January,  1813,  to  increase  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  act  supplementary  thereto.  Distini!;uishing  in  each  vessel 
•  o  built,  the  expenses  of  limberjiron,  copper,  corlajje,  hemp,  &c 
ckith.  and  other  materials — the  amount  paid  to  agents  or  super- 
intendents, specifying  their  names — the  amount  paid  for  labor, 
particularizing;  carpenters,  Hiast-makers,  boat-builders,  hlock  ma- 
kers, blacksmiths,  armourers,  caulkers,  gun-carriage-makert,  saw- 
yers, ricijers,  and  other  laborers. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  communicate  to 
the  senate,  the  names,  and  numt)er  of  officers  and  men  belonging 
to  the  navy,  employt-d  in,  or  attached  to  each  navy  yard  in  the 
United  States,  with  the  service  each  has  performed,  and  the  com- 
pensation each  has  received  in  pay,  rations  and  other  emoluments, 
during  the  two  last  years,  ending  on  the  1st  of  January  last.- 
JAgreed  to  on  Monday  following^ 

Mr.  R.  M,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  Ttiat  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  take  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to 
ni'ov^nt  wars  among  the  aborigines  within  our  jurisdictional  limits. 
lAgreed  to  on  the  llth.] 

The  senate,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day, 


took  up,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  resolution 
proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  respects  the  election  of  electors 
of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  representatives  in  congress,  together  with 
the  following  amendment  proposed  to  the  resolu- 
tion by  the  select  committee,  to  which  it  had  been 
referred,  viz: 

"And,  at  the  same  time,  the  two  additional  elec- 
tors to  which  each  state  is  entitled  shall  be  chosen 
by  the  persons  so  qualified  to  vote,  in  such  manner 
as  the  legislature  of  the  state  shall  direct." 

Mr.  Dichergon  briefly  explained  tlie  operation 
of  this  amendment,  wiiich  was  reported  by  the 
committee  to  conform  the  resolution  to  the  wishes 
of  some  gentlemen  who  considered  such  a  provi- 
sion essential. 

On  taking  the  question,  this  amendment  was  re- 
jected, in  committee  of  the  whole,  by  a  small  ma- 
jority; but 

On  reporting  the  resolution  to  the  senate, 

rhe  same  amendment  was  moved  again,  and  it 
was  agreed  to  -ayes  25. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  engrossing  the 
resolution  as  amended,  and  reading  it  a  ti-iird  time, 
and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

For  the  resolution  27 

Against  i^t  12 

The  engrossed  bills,  to  establish  a  territorial  go- 
vernment for  Florida,  and  concerning  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  Florida,  were  read  a  third 
time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives  for  concurrence. 

The  senate  again  sjient  some  time  in  the  eonsl- 
deratioH  of  executive  business;  and  then 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

March  11.  The  engrossed  resolution  proposinjf 
to  the  states  so  to  amend  the  constitution  as  •  o  cre- 
ate an  uniform  mode  (by  districts)  of  electing  elec- 
tors of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States  and  representatives  in  congress,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and,  on  the  passage  of  which,  the  votes 
were  as  f  Hows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton.  Bro\vn,of  Lou.  Brown,  of  Ohio, 
Chandler.  D'Woli;  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Holmes,  of  Me. 
Holmes,  of  Miss.  Johnsoiv  of  Lou.  Knight,  Lloyd,  Macon,  Morril, 
Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Southard,  Stok»-s,  Talbot, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Williams,  of  Miss,  Williams,  ol* 
Tenn.— j9. 

NAYS— Messrs  Barbour.  Boardman,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Lowrie, 
Mills,  Pleasants,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Walker,  Wart—- 1. 

Two  thirtls  of  the  votes  being  in  favor  of  the  re- 
solution, it  passed,  and  was  sent  to  the  liouse  of  re- 
presentatives for  concurrence. 

The  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr.  Lanman  some 
days  ago,  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  tomb  stone 
over  the  grave  of  the  late  Mr.  Burril,  formerly  a  se- 
nator from  Rhode  Island,  was  taken  up;  and  being 
amended  to  read  as  fellows: 

Resolved,  That  the  expense  of  erecting  plain  monuments,  with 
suitable  inscriptions,  over  the  graves  of  such  members  •f  the  se- 
nate as  are  interre<l  at  the  city  ofWashingtou.be  paid  out  of  the 
contingent  fund— provided,  the  expense  of  erecting  the  tame  shall 
uot,  in  each  case,  exceed  theium  of  170  dollars. 

'I'he  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

A  message,  similar  to  that  transmitted  to  the  house 
of  representatives,  relative  to  the  South  American 
states,  was  received  by  the  senate,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

The  bill  from  the  other  house  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  military  service  of  1822-  was,  finally, 
passed  and  returned  to  the  other  house. 

The  senate  then,  according  to  the  orders  of  the 
flay,  took  up  the  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Bar- 
hour  on  the  18th  of  December,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution,  to  prevent  the  noDaber  » 
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members  of  the  house  of  representatives  from  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred. 

After  a  speech  by  Mr.  Barbovr,  the  resolution 
was  indefinitely  postponed,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

TEA&-Mpssrs.  Boardman.  Brown,  of  Lou.  Brown,  of  O.  Chand- 
ler, D'Wolf,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes,  of  Mp.  Holmes,  of  Miss. 
Johnson,  of  Lou.  King, of  N.  Y.Lloyd, Pariorf,  Plta-;anti, Rugirli-s, 
Sn.ith,  Taylor,  Thomat,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  WiUiams, of  Mibs.  Wil- 
lianjj.of  Tfnn-— 22. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bpnton,  Klliott,  Knight,  Low- 
rie,  Mai-on,PaIiDer,  Seymour,  Stokfs,  V/are.—  1 1 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

Other  matters  attended  to  will  appear  in  the 
course  of  their  prog'ves?. 

March  12.  The  bill  to  amend  t!ie  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  chiefly  occupied  the  se- 
nate this  day.  It  simply  provides  that  other  per- 
sons than  the  president  and  cashier  may  s't^n  its 
n<>tes,  and  has  an  enacting-  clause  for  punishing- 
fiauds  of  its  officers  or  serviints.  A  motion  to  post- 
pone the  bill  indefinitely  was  tlius  determined — 

YEAS— Messrs.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  I.anman,  Macon,  No- 
ble, Uiie-pjles.  Smith,  Talhot,  Taylor.  Thomas,  Williarrs.Tenn.— 11. 

NAYS  —Messrs  Bjrhour,  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  D'Wolf, 
Diekerson,  Eaton,  Findlay,  Guillard,  Holni-s,  of  M<-.  Holmes,  of 
Miss.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  Kinp  of  Ala.  Kinf;.  of  N.Y.  Knight,  Lloyd, 
Lowrie,  Mills,  Morril.  Otis,  Parrott,  Ph  asants  St-ymour.  Southard, 
Stokes.  Van  Dyke,  Walker.  Ware.  Williams,  of  Miss  .-29, 

A  motion  to  strike  out  th,  second  section  (relat- 
insj  lo  frauds  1  was  lost — (for  it  19,  af^ait.st  it  19)  by 
the  casting-  vote  of  llie  ciiairman.  Kn  amendment 
was  ofiV  red,  and  the  senate  rose  without  deciding 
upon  it, 

j\'urch  13.  Tlie  bill  to  define  the  maritime  juris- 
diction of  the  courts  of  the  United  Stales,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  rea<ling-. 

Much  other  business,  of  a  private  or  local  nature 
was  transacted.  The  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  was  taken  up  and 
further  considered.  An  amendment  was  offered  to 
require  the  batdv  to  make  all  its  notes  of  and  under 
10  dollars,  payable  at  the  principal  bank  or  any  of 
its  branches — which  prevailed,  23  to  19. 

It  was  proposed  to  allow  the  bank  six  months  to 
to  accept  or  reject  these  amendments — on  which 
debate  ensuing-,  the  senate  adjourned  without  a 
decision. 

HOUSE  or  nErnF.si;xTATivEs. 
Thursdaij,  March  7.     Mr.  FmsHs,  instructed  from 
the  military  committee,  moved  that  a  letter  from 
the  war  department,  respecting  fortifications,  be 
printed— which  was  agreed  to. 

This  report  of  the  engineer,  general  Macornb, 
•states,  that  of  tlie  500.000  dollars  asked  for  of  the 
appropriation  for  1822,  it  is  proposed  to  be  distri- 
buted as  follows: 

Fort  Delaware  .         .         .         20,000 

Washington      .         .         .         25,000 

Monroe  .        .        .      175,000 

Calhoun  .         .         .       100,000 

Mobile  Point  .         .         .         60,000 

Kigolets  and  ChefMenteur      .       100,000 

Repairs  and  contingencies        .        20,000 


1.  That  it  is,  and  from  the  cstabhsliment  of  the 
bank,  in  calculating  the  discount  upon  a  note,  pay- 
able a  certain  number  of  days  atier  date,  to  com- 
pute the  interest  upon  a  month  of  30  days,  and  the 
fractions  of  such  month.  'Ihus,  one  per  cent,  is 
cliarged  for  60  days. 

In  this  respect,  tlie  bank  has  conformed  to  the 
cstahlislied,  and,  it  is  believed,  universal  usage  in 
tlie  United  States,  prevailing  among  individuals,  as 
well  as  monied  in.stitulions,  and  to  the  most  approv- 
ed tables  lieretofore  in  use. 

2.  That  in  charging  the  discount  upon  a  60  days 
note,  the  bank  und  I'S  hrancltes  have  followetl  the 
usage  of  tlie  place  where  the  loan  was  made,  as  to 
the  number  of  days  (including  the  days  of  grace)  for 
wiiicli  the  discount  siiould  be  compwted.  In  gene- 
ral, it  has  been  liie  practice  in  tlie  United  States  to 
charge  the  interest  for  64  days;  but  there  are  some 
places  where  the  interest  is  charged  for  only  63 
days,  and  the  branches  established  at  such  places 
have  conformed  to  the  practice  prevailing. 

The  committee  do  not  tliiiikthat  there  is  any- 
thing in  either  of  the  modes  of  computing  interest 
adopted  by  tlie  hank,  which  calls  for  legislative  in- 
terposition,  and  thereibre  submit  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  IhM  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  suhject. 

Friday,  March  8.  A  great  number  of  reports 
were  received  from  different  committees,  but  not 
of  general  interest.  A  bill,  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  navy  for  the  year  1822,  was 
read  twice  and  committed;  as  was  a  bill  "to  provide 
for  sick  and  digabled  seamen  " 


*  500,000 
Mr.  Sere-earit,  from  the  committee  on  the  memo- 
rial of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  resolution  directing  them  to  inquire 
"whether  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  not 
taken,  and  is  not  in  the  practice  of  taking  more 
than  six  per  centum  per  annum,  for  or  upon  its 
loans  or  discounts.'"  made  the  following  report: 

That,  having  inquired  into  the  facts  deemed  to 
be  materialin  relation  to  the  question  proposed  in 
the  resolution,  they  find— • 


Mr.  Fluijd  bid  on  the  table  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved.  Th»t  the  secretary  of  the  department  of  war  be  dl- 
reeled  to  furnish  to  this  house  a  statement  of  all  the  rations  dit- 
tnbtittd  lo  Indians  duriop  the  years  1820  and  1821,  exceiitiiif 
those  issued  hy  the  commissaries  at  the  jnililary  posts,  deiirnating 
the  ijlate  «lure  issued,  the  time  wlien,  and  by  wboin. 

The  debate  on  the  bankrupt  bill  was  resumed  in 
committee  of  the  whole— Mr  Serjeant  concluded 
his  argument,  wliich  lie  commenced  yesterday,  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  at  about  3  o'clock,  when  Mr.  Itnv.. 
dolph  spoke  against  the  pas.sage  of  the  bill  until  after 
5  o'clock.  The  committee  rose  and  had  leave  to 
sit  .igain. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  Slates,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Govvtrneur,  his 
private  secretary,  v/hich  was  read,  as  follows: 
To  the  home  of  representatives  of  the  Uinted  States: 

In  transmitting  to  the  house  of  representatives 
the  documents  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  that 
house  of  the  30th  of  .January,  1  consider  it  my  duty 
to  invite  the  attention  of  congress  to  a  very  import- 
ant subject,  and  to  communicate  the  sentimentsof 
the  executive  on  it,  that,  should  congress  entertain 
similar  sentiments,  there  may  be  such  co-operatioa 
between  the  two  departments  of  the  government, 
as  tKeir  respective  rights  and  duties  may  require. 

The  revolutionary  movement  in  the  Spanish  pro- 
vinces  in  this  hemisphere,  attracted  the  attention, 
and  excited  the  sympathy  of  our  fellow-citizens 
from  its  commencement.  This  feeling  was  natural 
and  honorable  to  them,  from  causes  which  need  no', 
be  communicated  to  yon.  It  has  been  gratifying  to 
all  to  see  the  general  acquiescence  which  has  been 
manifested,  in  the  policy  which  the  constituted  au- 
thorities have  deemed  it  proper  to  pursue  in  regard 
to  this  contest.  As  soon  as  the  movement  assumed 
such  a  steady  and  consistent  form,  as  to  make  the 
success  of  the  provinces  probable,  the  rights  to 
which  they  were  entitled  by  the  law  of  nations,  as 
equal  parties  to  a  civil  war,  were  extended  to  them. 
Each  party  was  permitted  to  enter  our  ports  with 
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its  public  and  private  ships,  and  to  take  from  tliem 
every  article  wliich  was  the  subject  of  commerce 
with  other  nations.  t)ur  citizens  also  have  carried  on 
commerce  with  both  parties,  and  the  government 
has  protected  it  with  each,  in  articles  not  contra- 
band of  war,  Throiig-h  the  whole  of  this  contest 
the  United  States  have  remained  neutral,  and  have 
fulfilled,  with  the  utmost  impartialit)',  all  the  obli- 
Rations  incident  to  that  character. 

This  contest  has  now  reached  such  a  stage,  and 
been  attended  with  such  decisive  success  on  the 
))art  of  t^e  provinces,  that  it  merits  the  most  pro- 
found consideration,  whether  their  right  to  the  rank 
of  independent  nations,  with  all  the  advantages 
incident  to  it,  in  their  intercourse  with  the  United 
States,  is  not  complete.  Ruenos  Ayres  assumed 
that  rank  by  a  forn-.al  declaration  in  1816,  and  has 
enjoyed  it  since  1810,  free  from  invasion  by  the 
])arent  couniry-  The  provinces  composing  the  re 
]7ubiic  of  Colombia,  after  having  separately  declar- 
ed their  independence,  were  united  by  a  funda- 
mental law  of  the  ITth  of  December  1319.  A 
strong  Spanish  force  occupied  at  that  time  certain 
parts  of  the  territory  within  their  limits,  and  waged 
a  destructive  v.ar.  Tiiat  force  has  since  been  re 
peatedly  defeated,  and  the  whole  of  it  either  made 
prisoners  or  destroyed,  or  expelled  from  the  coun- 
try,  with  the  exception  of  an  inconsiderable  por- 
tion only,  which  h  blockaded  in  two  fortresses. 
The  provinces  on  the  Pacific  have  likewise  been 
vt-ry  feucccssful.  Chili  declared  independence  in 
1818,  and  has  since  enjoyed  it  undisturbed;  .and,  of 
late,  by  the  assistance  of  Chili  and  Uuenos  Ayres, 
tlie  revolution  has  extended  to  Peru.  Of  tiie  move- 
ment in  MeTfico,  our  information  is  less  authentic; 
but  it  is,  nevertheless,  distinctly  (inderstood  that 
the  new  government  hasdeclareditsindependence, 
and  ti»at  there  is  now  no  oppnsitio^i  to  it  there,  nor 
n  force  to  make  any.  I'or  the  last  three  years  tiie 
t;overnment  of  Spain  has  not  sent  a  single  coips  of 
troops  to  any  part  of  that  country;  nor  is  there  any 
reason  to  believe  it  will  send  any  in  future.  Thus 
it  is  manifest  that  all  those  pre  inces  are  not  only 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  tiieir  independence,  but, 
considering  the  state  of  the  war  and  other  circum- 
stances, that  there  is  not  tlie  most  remote  prospect 
©f  their  being  deprived  of  it. 

■\Vhen  the  result  of  such  a  contest  is  manifestly 
settled,  the  new  governments  have  a  claim  to  re- 
cogniticm  by  other  powers,  which  ought  not  to  be 
resisted.  Civil  wars  too  often  excite  feelings  which 
the  parties  cannot  control.  The  opmion  entertain- 
ed by  other  powers,  as  to  the  result,  may  assuage 
those  feelings,  and  promote  an  accommodation  be- 
tween them,  useful  and  honorable  to  both.  The 
delay,  which  has  been  ob.'-crved  in  making  a  deci- 
sion on  this  important  subject,  will,  it  is  presumed, 
have  alVorded  an  unenuivc>cal  proof  to  Spain,  as  it 
mtist  have  done  to  otiier  powers,  of  the  high  re- 
.spert  entertained  by  the  United  States  for  her 
rights,  and  of  their  determination  not  to  interfere 
with  them.  The  provinces  belong  to  this  hemi- 
sphere; are  our  neigh bor.^,  and  have  successively, 
as  each  portion  of  the  cou.'itry  acquired  its  inde- 
pendence, pressed  their  recognitien,  by  an  appeal 
to  facts  not  to  be  contested,  and  which  they  thought 
gave  them  a  just  title  to  it.  To  motives  of  interest 
this  government  has  invariably  disclaimed  all  pre- 
tension, being  resolved  to  take  no  part  in  the  con- 
troversy, or  other  measiire  in  regard  to  it,  which 
should  not  merit  the  Sjnnction  of  the  civilized  world. 
To  other  claims  a  just  eersiiijlity  has  been  always 
felt,  and  frankly  acknowledged;  but  they,  in  them- 
seKe'',  could  nr-ver  h/rome  an  adequate  catise  of 


faction.  It  was  incumbent  on  this  government  to 
look  to  every  important  fact  and  circumstance,  on 
which  a  sound  opinion  could  be  formed;  which  has 
been  done.  When  we  regard,  then,  the  great 
length  of  time  which  this  war  has  been  prosecuted; 
the  complete  success  which  has  attended  it  in  favor 
of  the  provinces;  the  present  condition  of  the  par. 
tiefl,  and  the  utter  inability  of  Spain  to  produce  any 
change  in  it,  we  are  compelled  to  conclude  that  its 
fate  is  settled,  and  that  the  provinces  which  have 
declared  their  independence,  and  are  in  the  enjoy, 
mont  of  it,  ought  to  be  recognized. 

Of  the  views  of  the  Spanish  government  on  this 
subject,  no  particular  information  has  been  rect-ntly 
received.  It  may  be  presumed  that  the  succeasfiil 
progress  of  the  revolution,  through  such  a  long 
series  of  years,  gaining  strength  and  extending  an. 
nually  in  every  direction,  and  embracing,  by  the 
late  important  events,  with  little  exception,  all  the 
dominions  of  Spain,  south  of  the  United  States,  on 
this  continent;  placmg,  thereby,  the  complete  so- 
vereignty over  the  whole  in  the  hands  of  the  people, 
will  reconcile  the  parent  country  to  an  accommoda. 
tion  with  them,  on  the  basis  of  their  unqualified  in- 
dependence. Nor  has  any  authentic  informatioti 
been  recently  received  of  the  disposition  of  other 
powers  respecting  it.  A  sincere  desire  has  been  che- 
rished  to  act  in  concert  with  them  in  the  proposed 
recognition,  of  which  several  were  some  time  past 
duly  apprized,  but  it  was  understood  that  they 
were  not  prepared  for  it.  The  immense  space  be. 
tween  tiiose  powers,  even  those  which  border  on 
the  Atlantic  ani  these  provinces,  makes  the  move- 
ment an  affair  of  less  interest  and  excitement  to 
them  than  to  us.  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that 
they  have  been  lesS  attentive  to  its  progress  than 
we  have  been.  It  may  be  presumed,  however,  that 
the  late  events  will  dispel  all  doubt  of  the  result. 

In  proposing  this  measure,  it  is  not  contemplated 
to  change  thereby,  in  the  slightest  manner,  our 
friendly  relations  with  either  of  the  parties,  but 
to  observe,  in  all  respects,  as  heretofore,  should  the 
war  be  continued,  the  most  perfect  neutrality  be- 
tween them.  Of  this  friendly  disposition  an  assu- 
rance will  be  given  to  the  government  of  Spain,  to 
whom  it  is  presumed  it  will  be  as  it  ought  to  be, 
satifactory.  The  measure  is  proposed  under  a  tho- 
rough conviction  that  it  is  in  strict  accord  with  the 
law  of  nations;  that  it  is  just  and  right,  as  to  the 
parties,  and  that  the  United  States  owe  it  to  their 
station  and  character  in  the  world,  as  well  as  to 
their  essential  interests,  to  adopt  it.  Should  con- 
gre.cs  concur  in  the  view  herein  presented,  they 
will  doubtless  see  the  propriety  of  making  the  ne- 
cessary appropriations  for  carrving  it  into  effect. 

JA.VIES  MONROE. 
irn!<hivff1nn,  Jfarch  8,  1823. 

The  following  report  accompanied  the  message: 

DEl'AnTMKNT  or  STATB, 

Washinginv,  7th  March,  1 822. 
The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  has  been  refer- 
red the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  30th  of  .January  last,  requesting  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  lay  before  th.at  house 
such  communications  as  might  be  in  the  possession 
of  the  executive,  from  the  agent  of  the  United 
States  with  the  governments^  south  of  the  United 
States,  which  have  declared  their  independence: 
and  tiie  communications  from  the  agents  of  such 
governments  in  tl>e  United  States,  with  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  as  tend  to  shew  the  political  condi- 
tion of  their  governments,  and  the  state  of  the 
war  between  them  and  Spain,  as  it  might  be  con- 
gist  e,nt  with  the  public  interest  to  ccinmunicate;  has 


NILES'  REGISTER— MARCH  16,  1 8 ££ -CONGRESS. 


45 


the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  president,  the  papers 
required  by  that  resolution. 

I  he  communications  from  the  agents  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  are  only  those  most  recently  received,  and 
exhibiting  their  views  of  the  actual  condition  of 
the  several  South  American  revolutionary  govern- 
ments. No  communication  has  yet  been  received 
from  Mr.  Prevost  since  his  arrival  at  Lima. 

There  has  been  hitherto  no  agent  of  the  United 
States  in  Mexico;  but  among  the  papers  herewith 
submitted,  is  a  letter,  recently  received  from  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  who  has  been  some  years 
residing  there,  containing  the  best  information  in 
possession  of  the  government,  concerning  the  late 
revolution  in  that  country;  and  specially  of  the 
character  embraced  by  the  resolution  of  the  house, 
JOHN  (iUlNCY  AUAMS. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

LIST  OF  THB  DOCUMEXTS  TllANSHITTEn. 

Papers  with  th$  report  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  the 

president,  of  7th  March,  1822,  >n  relation  to  South 

American  ufuiis. 

The  secretary  of  state  to  John  M.  Forbes,  5th 
July,  1820. 

Mr.  Forbes  to  the  secretary  of  state,  2d  Septem- 
ber, 1821,  extracts. 

Sametosanve,  nth  September,  1821,  extracts. 

Same  to  same,  28th  September,  1821,  extracts. 

Same  to  Mr.  Ilivadavia,  14th  September,  1821. 

Mr.  Rivadaviato  Mr.  Forbes,  15th  Sept.  1821. 

Minute  of  a  conference  with  Mr.  Kivadavia,  17th 
Sept.  1321. 

Mr.  Hivadavia  to  Mr.  Forbes,  6th  October,  1821. 

Decree,  6th  October,  1821. 

Mr  Forbes  to  secretary  of  state,  26th  October, 
1321,  extracts. 

Same  to  same,  8th  November,  1821,  extract. 

Same  to  same,  l3th  November,  1821,  extracts. 

Mr.  Prevost  to  thesecretai7  of  state,  30th  June, 
1821,  extracts. 

Same  to  Mr.  Joaquin  Echeveria,  l3th  June,  1821, 
copy. 

Gen.  OTIiggins  to  Mr.  Prevost,  23d  June,  1821. 

Mr.  Hogan  to  the  secretary  of  state,  18th  Au- 
gust, 1821,  extracts. 

Act  of  independence  of  Peru,  translation. 

Mr.  Brf-nt  to  secretary  of  state,  lUth  July,  1821. 

Mr  Torres  to  same,  20th  February,  1821,  trans- 
lation. 

Fundamental  law  of  congress  of  Venezuela,  17th 
December,  1619,  translation. 

Credential  letter  to  Mr.  Torres  translation. 

Mr.  Torres  to  the  secretary  of  state,  30th  No- 
vember, 1821,  traiislation. 

Same  to  same,  3Ulh  December,  1821,  translation. 

Same  to  same,  2<lJanuary,  1822,  translation. 

Secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  Torres,  liith  January, 
18?2. 

James  Smith  Wilcocks  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
25th  Octoher,  1821. 

Treaties  concluded  in  the  city  of  Cordova,  on 
24t!i  August,  1821,  between  O'Donoju  and  Itur- 
bide,  translation. 

Decree  of  the  regency  of  Mexico,  translation. 

Msnifesto  to  the  people  c   Mexico,  translation. 

[  VVc  have  a  copy  of  these  documents.  The  let- 
ter of  Mr.  VVjlcocks,  giving  an  account  of  events 
in  Mexico,  is  very  interesting,  and  we  shall  en- 
deavor to  give  it  a  place  in  the  Rkhister.] 

Mr.  Condict  moved  that  the  message  should  be 
referred  lo  the  com. on  foreign  relations — SXv.Rhca 
preff-rred  a  com.  of  the  whole  Messrs.  F.  Jones 
and  Lowiiles,  expressed  their  pleasure?  at  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  messag'e,  and  wislied  itrtferrefl  to  tl^e] 


committee,  as  named  by  Mr.  Condict.  Mr.  frri^tJl 
had  the  same  feelings,  but  desired  that  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  should  take  it  up — 

.Vlr.  Tat/lor  said,  the  preliminary  reference  of 
this  subject  to  the  committee  of  foreign  relations 
would  not  deprive  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
of  the  opportunity  of  making  known  his  views  on 
the  subject,  which  he  could  do  upon  the  report  of 
that  committee.  Tiie  message  referred  to  a  great 
extent  of  country;  it  embraced  a  number  of  go- 
vernments, to  some  of  which  it  might  be  proper  to 
send  ministers — to  others  not.  Was  it  not  wise — . 
was  it  not  proper,  that  the  message  should  be  re- 
ferred  to  some  committee,  that  a  definite  proposi- 
tion might  be  presented  to  the  house,  and  that,  af- 
ter it  was  presented,  the  house  should  then  make 
such  a  disposition  of  it  as  it  should  think  best?  This 
.Mr.  T.  thought  was  the  proper  course. 

Mr.  Crt7»Jo;j  thought  the  proper  course  would  be 
to  refer  this  subject  to  the  committee  of  foreign 
relations;  but  rose  to  move  that  tiie  documents  ac- 
companying the  message  should  be  printed,  as 
v/ell  as  the  message  itself. 

Mr.  A'^elson,  of  Va.  suggested  that  the  usual  cour- 
tesy of  the  house,  which  allows  a  gentleman,  oa 
wiiose  motion  papers  are  required  by  the  house,  to 
move  the  disposition  of  them,  had  been  in  this  case 
departed  from,  being  the  first  instance  within  his 
knowledge  in  which  it  had  been  done.  Rut  he  rostj 
to  second  the  motion  to  refer  these  papers  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations.  The  object  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  president,  was  to  change 
the  relations  of  this  country  willi  foreign  powers. 
If  ever  there  was  a  case  in  wliicti  a  subject  ought 
to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  foreign  rela- 
tions, this  was  such  a  case.  He  asked,  also,  that 
5,000  copies  of  the  papers  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  lihea  spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of  a  re- 
ference of  this  subject  to  a  committee  of  the  wliole 
on  the  state  of  the  union.  He  was  opposed  to  any 
delay.  It  was  well  known  now,  he  said,  that  theso 
countries  of  Soutii  America  have  established  their 
independence  so  that  it  never  would  be  overturned 
till  the  sounding  of  the  last  trumpet.  Those  couu- 
Iries,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Almighty  Governor 
of  the  Universe,  have  overturned  their  opponents, 
and  established  tlieir  independence  at  the  expense 
of  tiieir  blood  and  treasure.  He  was  not  for  sub. 
mitting  to  the  committee  of  foreign  relations  tb*; 
question  whether  or  not  they  should  be  ack»o»- 
Icdged?  Sic. 

Mr.  Farrelly  drew,  from  the  great  disposition  to 
debate  this  subject  at  this  late  hour,  an  argument 
against  the  reference  of  the  subject  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole.  He  apprehended  that,  if  so  referred, 
a  discussion  would  arise  on  it  which  would  consume 
half  the  session  in  unavailing  debate,  &c.  He 
thought,  also,  courtesy  required  that  the  papers 
should  be  referred  as  wished  by  the  gentleman  oi» 
whose  motion  they  had  been  called  for. 

Mr.  Janes  expressed  his  pleasure  that  his  worthy 
colleague  had  become  favorably  disposed  towards 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  th'*. 
souihern  republics.  He  wislied  to  see  a  repoit 
from  the  committee  of  foreign  relations  on  this 
subject.  Fours  years  ago  he  had  been  in  favor  of 
recognizing  the  independence  of  some  of  these 
governments;  and  lie  should  like  to  know,  from  the 
committee,  in  what  their  situation  differed,  when 
he  was  in  a  minority  of  45  on  that  question,  from 
what  it  was  at  this  moment.  He  was  a  plain  hones; 
man — a  jilain  one  he  knew,  and  he  hoped  an  honest 
or.c— Tmd  he  wrshert  to  h?.ve  from  the  committee  a 
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plain  and  honest  statement  of  the  facts  on  this  sub- 

iect. 

The  question  to  i-efer  tlie  papers  to  a  committee 
of  the  wliole  was  negutived;  and  they  were  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

On  the  question  to  print  the  doaimenls^  Mr.  Cook 
supported  tliat  motion.  The  papers,  he  said,  had 
a  close  bearing  on  the  subject,  and  were  from  offi- 
cial sources.  Not  liaving  himself  that  intuitive 
knowledge  o+'  the  subject  wliicli  some  gentlemen 
seemed  to  possess,  he  wished  these  documents  to 
be  printed  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
exa'iv.ning  them. 

The  message  and  documents  were  both  ordered 
to  be  printed.  The  question  was  stated  on  printing 
5,000  copies  of  the  message— when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  (at  6  o'clock  nearly) 
the  house  adjourned. 

Satnrdaij,  March  9.  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, pr.\ving  that  a  mode  may  be  prescribed  for 
ascertaining  whether  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
of  that  district  are  desirous  of  being  re  invested 
with  the  rights  of  citizenship,  and  if  so,  in  what 
manner  that  object  can  be  best  accomplished; 
v/hich,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  ti\e  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  roinsett,  from  the  joint  library  committee, 

t,o  whom  was  referred  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  a 

collection  of  French  medals,  intended  to  have  been 

presented  to  said  library  by  G.  \V.  Erving,  esq. 

and  which  were  lost  at  sea,  made  a  i-eport  thereon, 

accompanied  by  the  following  resolution,  which 

was  twice  read. 

Hesolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  reprmenta'dves  of  tlie 
Uinied  States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled,  That  the  director 
ot  the  mint  be,  and  he  is  htreby,  iiisuucied  to  cause  a  reasonable 
number  of  ineilals,  comniLiuerative  of  important  events  in  the 


the  secretary  of  state  on  weights  and  measures, 
made  a  report,  which  shall  be  inserted  hereafter. 

Leave  was  asked  and  obtained  for  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Jtandolph  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

The  house  refused,  82  to ,63,  to  consider  a  reso- 
lution which  had  for  its  purpose  the  fixing  of  a  day 
on  which  the  session  should  terminate. 

After  a  variety  of  other  proceedings,  not  neces- 
sary to  notice  just  now — the  house  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bankrupt  bill. 
Many  proposed  amendments  were  negatived,  and 
the  committee  proceeded  so  far  with  the  bill  as  to 
pass  through  thirty-nine  sections  of  it— when,  it  be- 
ing 4  o'clock,  the  committee  rase,  —and,  after  some 
conversation,  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tuesday,  March  12.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
elected  to  supply  the  place  of  Solomon  Van  Rens- 
selaer, appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Butler,  from  the  committee  on  agriculture, 
made  a  report  favorable  to  the  petition  of  Antho- 
ny Dey  and  James  McDonald,  praying  for  encou- 
ragement by  congress  of  their  invention  for  the 
Ijreaking  and  dressing  of  flax  and  hemp,  Sec.  re- 
commending a  reference  of  the  petition  lo  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary,  with  a  view  to  an  ex- 
amination on  the  bearing  of  the  patent  laws;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Many  reports,  &c.  were  received  and  disposed  of 
for  the  present,  not  necessary  to  notice  just  now — 
and  to  be  referred  to  hereafter  as  acted  upon,  &c. 

Mr.  IValiuDvth  laid  on  the  table  the  following 
joint  resolution: 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  thf  United 
States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled.  Two  thirds  of  botli  housea 
concurring,  that  tlie  followinjj  amendment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  tJnited  States  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
slates,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of  three  fourths  of 
the  states,  sliatt  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the 
said  constitution:  "That  until  congress  shall  establish  uiiitbrm  laws 


histoiT  of  the  United  States,  to  be  coined  at  such  time  as  shall  not    on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  Sutes,  it 


interfere  with  the  ordinary  business  of  the  mint,  and  to  be  sold  at 
8  price  adequate  to  defray  the  expense  of  coining. 

I'he  resolution  ot  Mr.  Floyd,  offered  yesterday, 
requesting  information  on  the  subject  of  distribut- 
ing rations  among  the  Indians,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

A  message  was  received  from  tlie  president  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
war  department,  exhibiting  the  annual  return  of 
the  militia  of  the  several  states,  their  arms,  accou- 
trements and  ammunition. 

A  bill  from  the  senate  to  estabhsh  a  territorial 
government  in  Florida;  and  a  bill  from  the  senate 
concerning  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  FMori- 
d.T,  were  severally  twice  read  and  referred. 

The  unhnished  business  of  yesterday  was  then 


shall  be  lawful  for  the  several  states,  or  any  of  them,  to  enaee 
bankrupt  or  insolvent  laws,  in  the  same  maimer,  and  with  the 
like  etfect,  as  they  might  have  done  previous  to  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  house  resolved  iiseit  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  bankrupt  bill.  Various  motions  to 
amend  were  made — most  of  them  rejected  and 
some  agreed  to,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
several  times— all  which,  the  result  has  rendered 
of  little  interest  to  our  readers,  and  much  speaking 
took  place  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading.     At  last — 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  was  put,  on 
reading  the  bill  a  third  time  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen  of  Jlass.  Baldwin,  Barber  of  Con.  Bayly, 

Bigelpw,   Borland,  Breckenridge,   Burrows,  Cambreleng,  Camp>{ 

bell,  of  N.  Y.  Causdeu,  Cocke,  Colden,  Conkling,  Crafts,  Cush-J 


tuken"up-beinga  motion,  which  waspjnding  when  l^f  -  Oarli.'Rton,  Denmson.Durfee.Dwjgl.t,  Eddy,  E.lward,.  of 
the  house  adjourned  last  evening,  to  print  5,0(M^- 
additional  copies  of  the  message  of  the  presuifnt 
of  the  United  States,  recommending  the  rccogni- 
tionof  the  South  American  states. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  that  num- 
ber of  the  documents  were  also  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  house,  in  committee  ef  the  whole,  took  up 
the  bankrupt  bill— Mr.  llandn!ph  spoke  against  its 

hours:   .Mr.    iVright 
ik- 


pasTage  for  the  space  of  two 
replied  on  the  other  side.  The  question  on  stri 
ing  out  the  hrst  section  was  taken;  for  it  59,  against 
it  79.  Thir.  appeared  to  determine  the  opinion  of 
the  house  thut  a  bankrupt  law  should  be  passed; 
and,  thereupon,  Mr.  Tnu-y  suggested  an  amend- 
ment. This  occupied  the  time  until  nearly  4 o'clock, 
when  the  committee  rose,  had  leave  to  sit  again, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  .'March  11.     .Mr.  Loxtmdes,  from  the  se- 
lect committee,  to  whom  wa.?  referred  the  report  ol 


_  on.  Edwards,  of  Pa.  Eustis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Fuller,  Gorham,  ] 
Hawks,  Herrak,  Hill,  Holcombe,  Hubbard,  .Innes,  of  Tenn.  Kent,  i 
Kirklani),  Little,   McCarty,  Milnor,  Montgomery,  Moore,  of  I'a. 
Moore,  of  Va.  Moore,  of  Ala.  Neale,  Nelson,  of  Mass.  Patterson,) 
ot  N.  Y.  Pitcher,  Poinsett,  Rich.  lUichester,  Kogers,  Huggle>,  Husj, 
Russel,  Sawyer,  Si-rgeant,  S.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith, Sterling,  of  Con.  ■ 
Sterling, of  N.  Y.  Sioddanl,  Taylor,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Van 
Uensselaer,   White,    Whitman,    Wiliamson,    Wood,     Woodson,! 
Wright.— 72.  \ 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  of  Ten.  Archer,  Ball,  Barber, ,1 
of  Ohio,  Basset,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Blackletlge,  Blair,  Brown,  B«'>| 
chaoan,   Bunan,   Butler,    Campbell   af  Ohio,    Cannon,   Cassedy.jT 
Chambers,  Coudict,    Coniur,   Cook,  Cuthbert,   Dane,  Dickinson,! 
Edwards  ot  N.  C.  Floyd.  Gilmer,  Gist,  Gross,  Hall.  Hardin,  Hsr»l 
vey,  Hobart,   Hooks,   Jackson,    F.  .Jolmson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S.  1 
Johnston,  Jone^,  of  Va.   Ive\s,  Lalhrop,  Li  fcwich,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field, Long,  Lowndes,  McCo'y,  McDuffie,  McNeill,  McSherry,  Mal-j 
lary,  Matlack,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Mercer,  MetcalfV-,  Mitchell,  of 
I'a.  .Mitchel  of  S.  C.  Morgan,  Murray,  Nelson,  of  Va.  New,  Newl 
ton,Overstreet,P;itterson,  of  Pa.  Phillips,  Pierson,  Plumcr,  of  N.Hj 
Plumer  of  Penii.  Heed  ol  Mass.  Reid,  of  Geo.  Uhca,  Ross,  Saiidt-r* 
Scott,  Sloaiie,  Arthur  Smith,  W.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  St^ 
venson,  Sttwart,  Swaw.  Swearingen,  Tatnall,  Thompson,  PrimbW 
tucker,  of  S.  C.   1  ucker,  of  Va.   Upham,  Vance.  Van   Wyck 
Walker,  Walworth,  Whipple,  Williams,  of  N  C.  Williams,  ofV«^ 
Wilson,  Woodcock,  Woruian.— 99. 
So  the  bill  was  icjccled. 
And,  at  hilf  past  5  o'clock,  the  house  adjournedj 
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[The  following  shews  the  dlfTerent  states  to 
ivhich  the  gentlemen  belonged,  who  voted  on  the 
bankrupt  bill. 

Nays. 


Maine 

5  Aves 

2 

New-Hampshire 

0 

.     6 

Massachusetts     . 

8 

.    4 

Rhode  Island 

2 

.    0 

Connecticut 

6 

.     I 

Vermont 

3 

,    . 

New  York 

18 

.    7 

New-Jersey 

1 

.     5 

Pennsylvania 

n 

.  11 

Maryland 

6 

.     0 

Virginia 

1 

.  19 

North  Carolina  . 

1 

.  11 

South  Carolina  . 

1 

.     8 

Georgia 

0 

.     5 

Kentucky 

3 

.    6 

Tennessee 

3 

.    3 

Ohio 

U 

.    6 

l^ouisiana 

0 

.    1 

Illinois 

0 

.     1 

Missouri 

0 

.     1 

Alabama 

1 

.    0 

After  some  time  spent  about  the  rules  of  the 
house,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  as  amend- 
ed -  some  private  bills  were  taken  up  in  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  disposed  of 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  the  house  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  on 
"a  bill  to  authorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  exchange  rertain  stocks." 

The  genera!  object  of  the  bill  was  to  pay  olT'tlie 
United  States  stock,  bearing  six  and  seven  per 
cent,  interest,  by  creating  a  new  stock,  bearing  an 
interest  at  five  per  cent,  redeemable  at  a  future 
period. 

Mr.  Baldivin  moved  to  amend  tlie  bill  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "thirteen"  in  the  7th  line,  the 
words,  "and  also  two  millions  of  the  six  per  cent, 
stock  of  1820." 

Much  conversation,  or  debate,  followed,  and 
many  gentlemen  delivered  their  remarks  on  the 
subject  "but  the  committee  rose  without  a  deci'* 
sion,  and  the  house  adjournecL 


72 


99] 


IVednesilay,  March  13,  After  disposing  of  some 
minor  business,  the  house  went  into  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  appoint- 
ed to  revise  and  alter  its  standing  rules — which 
occupied  the  day  until  5  o'clock,  P.  M. 

We  shall  not  give  an  account  of  all  that  was  pro- 
posed and  said — the  matters  are  not  of  interest 
enough  to  our  readers  to  detail,  though  some  are 
important  for  the  transaction  of  business  in  the 
house.  A  good  number  of  little  amendments  were 
proposed  by  different  members;  as  that — no  person 
should  wear  his  hat  in  the  hall;  that  no  member 
should  read  a  newspaper  or  write  or  read  a  private 
letter  in  his  seat,  during  the  sittings  of  the  house; 
that  no  one  should  smoke  a  segar  [why  not  a  pipe, 
also]  in  the  hall  or  in  the  lobby — but  all  these 
things  were  rejected.  The  report  of  the  commit- 
tee was  generally  agreed  to,  but  nothing  to  abridge 
long  talking  was  adopted;  though  Mr.  Mercer  sub- 
mitted an  amendment  to  the  second  rule,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was,  that,  after  a  subject  had  been 
under  discussion  for  three  hours  on  each  day  of 
three  successive  days,  in  the  house  or  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  a  motion  to  adjourn,  or  rise  and  re- 
port, (unless  the  question  shall  have  been  decided), 
should  not  be  ordered  before  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

These  matters  were  unfinished  when  the  house 
adjourned. 

THCUSrAT's  PHOCT.KTIIUGS — MAltCB  14. 

In  the  senate.  Mr.  Macon's  motion  relative  to 
brevet  rank,  was  agreed  to. 

After  debate — a  motion  was  made  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  relating  to  tl)e  bank  of 
the  United  States.  Carried  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas 
'23,  nays  19.  The  remaining  section  was  ordered  to 
be  enr;Tossfd  for  a  third  reading.  [This  provides 
only  for  the  punishment  of  frauds,  8ic.  by  the  offi- 
fcers  or  agents  of  the  bank.] 

In  the  hour.e  of  repveaentativcs.  Mr.  fVahi'orth's 
resolution,  proposing  a  constitutional  amendment 
to  restore  to  the  states  the  power  of  enacting  bank- 
rupt laws,  was  considered,  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  speaker  Inld  bePore  th.c  house  a  communica 
tion  from  the  v.'ar  department,  transmitting  a  l;st  of 
brevet  officers,  &c.  as  required  by  a  resohition  of 
this  bouse;  wliich  was  c  ;>red  to  !i^  on  Ihi"  tiib!r. 


CHRONK  J.l!:. 

J^aval.  In  consequence  of  some  misunderstand- 
ing among  the  naval  officers  at  IJoston,  capt.  Shaw 
has  been  placed  under  arrest,  and  will  be  tried  by 
a  court  martial,  of  which  capt.  Tm^ey  is  to  be  pre- 
sident. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Franklin  and  schooner  Dolphin, 
left  Rio  Janeiro  for  Valparaiso,  about  the  25th 
December  last. 

Washington.  The  citizens  of  New  York  have 
resolved  to  erect  an  equestrian  statue,  in  bronze,  of 
the  father  of  his  couittry. 

Molly  Macauly  has  received  a  pension  from  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  for  services  rendered 
in  the  revolutionary  war.  She  was  a  very  brave 
soldier,  and  when  under  gen.  Wayne,  was  accustom- 
ed to  swing  her  sabre  over  her  head,  and  huzza 
for  «<Mad  Anthony,"  as  she  called  the  general. 
She  held  the  office  of  a  sergeant,  and  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  which  led  to  the  dis- 
covery of  her  sex. 

The  murquis  de  Maison  Rouge. — We  are  inform- 
ed, that  we  overrated,  in  our  last,  the  extent  of  the 
claim  of  the  marqui*  de  Maison  Rouge.  It  amounts, 
we  understand,  to  the  precise  quantity  of  208,344 
arpens,  equal  to  about  175,000  American  acres. 
We  never  examined  the  papers,  and  had  heard 
that  the  extent  of  the  claim  was  more  than  half  a 
million  of  acres.  Our  later  inform;ition  sives  the 
true  amount,  as  above  stated.  ji^at.  Int. 

"The  wo'JTj."  It  was  accidentally  discovered  by 
Thomas  Shields,  esq.  while  residing  at  the  Bay  of  St. 
Louis,  where  "the  worm"  is  very  destructive  to  the 
bottoms  of  vessels,  or  other  wooden  substances  ex- 
posed to  its  ravages,  that  the  Sweet  Gum  is  not 
touched  by  this  animal.  To  test  tiie  discovery,  a 
small  tree  of  this  description  was  placed  in  the  wa- 
ter, in  the  mosi  exposed  situation,  where  it  remain- 
ed four  years,  free  from  moss,  barnacles,  or  any 
other  excrescence, — no  traces  of  the  worm,  except 
three  or  four  small  punctures  of  inconsiderable 
dcptli.  Thisis  onsi .  red  :is  .^n  mpo  tant  .isc  yery. 
Plres.  After  the  recent  destruction  of  some 
buildings  by  fire  at  Wastiington,  Penn.  the  fall  of  a 
stack  of  chimnies  caused  tlie  death  of  five  persons 
and  severely  wounded  three  others — among  whom 
were  several  gentlemen  of  tne  greatest  respecta- 
bdity.  Chimnies,  thus  left  standing,  are  most  dan- 
gerous, and  generally  fall  wlien  they  become  cn!(U 
it  is  the  practice  in  cities  to  [<ull  tliem  down,  to  pi*e- 
i  vent  cnhniit'.es  li-kr;  tiiat  ^ibive  stTxted: 


^ 
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A  house  was  lately  consumed  in  Westmoreland, 
Fenn.  It  happened  that  the  only  persons  in  it  at 
the  time  were  three  female  children — one  aged 
/our  years  and  two  months,  another  two  years  and 
four  months,  and  an  infant  in  the  cradle,  about  six 
months  old.  The  eldest,  being  alarmed,  went  in 
pursuit  of  her  mother;  but  had  not  proceeded  far 
before  she  returned,  and  rescued  her  little  sisters, 
though  the  pillow  in  the  cradle  was  actually  on 
fire.  After  this,  she  carried  out  several  things  that 
her  feeble  strength  would  allow  of,  before  any  aid 
arrived.  The  courage  and  presence  of  mind  of  this 
child  excites  our  astonishment. 

Mowdoin  college,  at  Brunswick,  in  the  state  of 
Maine,  was  lately  consumed  by  fire.  The  confla- 
gration was  so  rapid  that  the  students  lost  most  of 
their  clothes  and  books. 

Jippoinlmenis,  &c.  The  following  appointments 
have  been  recently  made  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate. 

Mhnr  Ware,  to  be  district  judge  for  the  district 
of  Maine,  vice  Albion  K.  Parris,  resigned. 

Andrew  Hull,  jr.  to  be  marshal  for  the  district  of 
Connecticut. 

TVilliam  Dougherty,  to  be  marshal  for  the  district 
of  Ohio. 

Jeremiah  Cuyler,  to  be  district  judge  of  the  U. 
Slates,  for  the  district  of  Georgia. 

The  following  appointments,  made  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  during  the  recess,  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  senate,  viz. 

F.  D.  Fen-aick,  of  Maryland,  to  be  consul  of  the 
United  States  for  the  port  of  Nantes,  in  France. 

Alexander  Burton,  of  Pa.  to  be  consul  of  the  U. 
States  for  the  port  of  Oporto,  in  Portugal. 

John  Godfrey  Boker,  of  Kamscheid,  to  be  consul 
of  the  United  States  for  the  Prussian  provinces  of 
tlie  Rhine. 

K.jyi.  Harrison,  to  be  consul  of  the  U.  States  for 
the  island  of  St.  Bartholomews. 

T.  P.  Devereux,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
Slates  for  the  district  of  North  Carolina. 

Jesse  Moore,  Daniel  Bussard,  Walter  J^'etuman,  li. 
C.  \Weightman  and  James  Ord,  of  the  Distiict  of 
Columbia,  to  be  justices  of  the  peace,  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Washington, 

'  The  following  re-appointments  of  marshals  have 
been  made  by  the  president,  and  confirmed  by  the 
senate. 

JPaul  Ber.talou,  for  Maryland  district. 

.Morton  Jl.  Waring,  for  South  Carolina. 

John  T.  Mason,  for  Kentucky. 

Eben.  K.  Dexter,  for  Rhode  Island. 

James  Brobson,  for  Delaware. 

Elias  Glenn,  is  re-appointed  to  be  United  States 
attorney,  for  the  district  of  Maryland. 
■  The  Susquehannah.  The  city  councils  of  Balti- 
more have  passed  an  ordinance  to  raise  50,000  dol- 
lars to  improve  the  navigation  of  this  noble  river. 
A  Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania,  paper,  speaking  of 
the  importance  of  water  communication,  mentions 
that,  exclusive  of  several  keel  boats  on  the  Juniata 
river,  (a  fine  branch  of  the  Susquehannah)  there 
are  now  preparing  on  the  different  navigable 
streams  which  pass  through  Huntingdon  county, 
upwards  of  ffiy  arks,  from  25  to  30  tons  burthen, 
intended  for  the  transportation  of  iron,  wheat,  flour, 
&c.  during  the  spring  freshets. 

AubnrnJ\'',  Y.  Feb.  13.— Sundry  individuals,  con- 
nexions of  Joseph  Munger,  esq.  of  Paris,  Oneida 
county,  lately  met  together  at  his  house,  and,  while 


sitting  at  the  tea  table,  it  was  noticed  that  there 
were  individuals  o^ five  generations  present,  and  the 
one  of  the  first  generation  held  in  her  arms  and  fed 
the  one  of  the  fifth  generation. 

Virginia.  The  legislature  of  this  state  adjourn- 
ed on  the  4th  inst.  The  editors  of  the  "National 
Intelligencer"  say  that  the  editors  of  the  "Enqui- 
rer" have  been  "deserted  in  their  utmost  need," 
because  that  legislature  did  not  "discharge  another 
battery  of  words  at  the  general  government." 

CO'The  opportunity  is  apt  to  say,  that  we  were 
misinformed  of  the  fate  of  Mr.  Epps'  resolutions, 
inserted  in  page  404  of  the  last  volume.  They 
were  not  rejected.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  believed 
that  they  would  have  passed,  with  some  small 
amendments,  if  they  had  been  called  up;  which 
the  pressure  of  other  business  prevented. 

Nothing  of  a  decisive  character  was  done  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Kentucky  mission,  about  the  "oc- 
cupying claimants'  law"— except  that  a  commis- 
sioner was  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  legislature 
of  Kentucky,  at  its  next  session,  which  is  expected 
to  take  place  in  May. 

Indianapolis  is  the  name  of  the  new  seat  of  go- 
vernment of  the  state  of  Indiana.  The  sale  of  the 
lots  took  place  only  in  October  last — and  there  are 
already  erected  forty  dwelling  houses.besides  work- 
shops, 8;c.  one  grist  and  two  saw-mills,  and  the  po- 
pulation is  considerable. 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida.  Mr.  P.  S.  Chazotte  has  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Washington 
City  Gazette,  in  whicli  he  says — "I  visited  that  bay 
in  September  last.  Boca  Grande  furnislies  from  7 
to  12  fathoms  water;  and  the  average  depth  of  wa- 
ter from  Castor  Key  to  15  miles  up  the  bay,  in  a 
north-east  course,  averages  five  fathoms.  There  is 
another  entrnnce,  between  Castor  and  Pollux  Key, 
which  depth  averages  four  fathoms  at  liigh  water. 
Four  considerable  rivers,  with  very  high  falls  on 
the  Manantee,  empty  their  water  into  this  river." 

Laudable  proceedikgs.  At  a  late  meeting  of 
a  county  convention,  from  Albany,  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution  (with  others)  were  adopt- 
ed: Benjamin  Knower,  esq.  being  chairman  and 
John  McCarty,  esq.  secretary — 

Whereas  the  practice  of  making  certain  appoint- 
ments within  the  gift  of  the  national  administra- 
tion,  from  among  the  representauves  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  by  creat- 
ing frequent  elections,  in  order  to  supply  the  places 
of  those  who  are  induced  to  vacate  their  seats,  in 
consequence  of  such  appointment  causing  much 
expense  and  inconvenience  to  the  pubhc;  and  as 
it  places  such  representatives  within  the  reach  of 
improper  influences,  may  in  time  become  danger- 
ous to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people:  And 
whereas,  the  constitution  of  this  state,  recently 
adopted,  restrains  any  member  of  the  legislature 
from  accepting  any  office  within  the  gift  of  the 
governor  and  senate,  during  the  term  for  which  he 
shall  have  been  elected — 

/fesolved,  That  the  senators  from  the  mi<l  lie  dis- 
trict, and  the  members  of  assembly  from  this  coun- 
ty, be  requested  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  in- 
duce the  legislature  to  recommend  tlie  adoption  of 
an  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  U.  Stotee, 
disqualifying  any  member  of  the  national  legisla- 
ture from  receiving  ai>y  appointment,  civil  or  mili- 
tary, under  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
except  that  of  minister  to  i  foreign  power,  dur- 
ing the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  eU-cted. 
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(Xl/'We  again  offer  to  our  readers  a  sheet  well 
filled  with  interesting  documents  and  papers.  We 
did  intend,  before  this  time,  to  have  commenced 
the  publication  of  a  selection  of  papers  from  the 
large  volume  of  documents  presented  about  cer- 
tain late  transactions  in  Floridci, — but  have  thought 
it  best  to  endeavor  to  keep  uj)  with  the  current  of 
matter  as  well  as  we  can,  and  leave  that,  and  some 
other  things,  for  r<?corf/ after  the  rising  of  congress; 
when  room  will  be  affoi'ded  to  insert  them  in  re- 
gular succession. 

The  late  period  of  the  week  in  which  we  re- 
ceived the  important  report  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
on  the  message  of  the  president  respecting  a  re- 
cognition of  tlie  independence  of  certain  late  Spa- 
fiish  provinces  in  America,has  caused  the  exclusion 
of  some  articles  that  were  in  type,  and  prevented 
the  insertion  of  otliers  laid  off  for  publicaLion:  but 
we  are  very  certain  that  this  able  and  important 
state  paper  will  afford  more  pleasure  to  our  read- 
ers than  any  thing  else  that  it  was  in  our  po^'er  to 
»jffer  lliem.  Its  sentiment  is,  undoubtedly,  in  full 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, 

CTj'Tiie  papers  regarding- the  commerce  and  na. 
vigation  of  the  I'nited  States,  inserted  in  tiiis  num- 
ber, are  highly  inteicsting,  though  they  do  little  to 
afibrd  us  an  idea  ofwh.it  is  the  '-balance  of  trade," 
as  we  may  attempt  to  demonstrate  hereafter.  The 
late  report  of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations 
to  the  senate,  says  "that  the  value  of  our  exports 
exceeds  that  of  our  imports"— but  it  did  not  occur 
to  the  committee  that  the  excess  was  made  up  of  a 
commodity  which  may  be  called,  if  not  the  soul,  at 
least  the  barometer  of  commerce — specie.  If  hu- 
man  life  could  be  sustained  by  the  loss  of  ano«)nce 
of  bruins,  while  the  body  of  a  man  acquired  an  ad- 
ditional weight  of  half  a'pound  of  bread  and  meat, 
the  balance  -.vjxdd  be  in  favor  of  the  system — but  none 
of  us  would  be  willing  to  have  our  "prosperity" 
shewn  by  such  an  excess  of  weight:  and  it  is  really 
strange  that  any  one  can  believe  our  system  tQ  be 
is  a  good  one,  while  it  acts  as  a  drain  of  the  precious 
metals,  which  we  do  not  i)roduce— when  gold  is  at 
6  or  7  per  cent,  above  the  siher,  or  ordinary  cur- 
rency of  our  country,  and  exchange  on  Knglaml  at 
15  per  cent,  advance. 


PiuATEs  OF  Cuba.  The  authorities  of  the  island 
at  length  appear  to  be  in  earnest  to  break  up  the 
nests  of  wretciics  at  Cape  Antonio,  kc  We  Iiaveal- 
ready  mentioned  that  a  number  of  llie  banditti  had 
been  killed  or  taken  prisoners,  by  two  parlits  des- 
patched for  the  purpose.  A  number  of  others  have 
since  been  brought  in,  and  the  captain  and  lieut. 
of  one  of  the  gangs  were  promptly  tried,  convicted 
and  shot.  Of  another  gang,  six  were  killed  and 
fifteen  made  prisoners.  The  introduction  of  some 
goods  that  had  been  taken  from  a  l$oston  schooner, 
led  to  the  discovery  of  five  j^ersons— they  were  im- 
mediately sent  to  the^risons  of  Havana;  of  which 
city  they  were  residents,  young  rr.cn  of  decen 
pearance. 

Vot.  XX! F.'- — 4, 
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Hatti.  By  referring  to  the  tables  shewing  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  the  United  States,  insert- 
ed in  the  present  sheet,  it  appears  that  the  value 
of  our  imports  from  Ilayti  amounted  to  2,264,257 
dollars;  and  that  of  our  exports  was  estimated  at 
2,270,601,  If  the  exports  are  regarded,  which 
should  be  chiefly  attended  to,  it  will  appear  that 
the  trade  with  these  blacks  is  more  important,  in 
amount,  to  us,  than  that  of  many  countries  in  whom 
we  have  highly  dignified  ministers  and  agents. 

To  England,  &c.  we  exported,  in  valua  318,464,703 
France  5,526,139 

Cuba  4,540,680 

China,  chieSy  specie  4,290,560 

Holland  3,694,265 

fl^'liti  2,270,601 

Or  as  much  as  to  Russia,  Prussia,  Sweden,  Den- 
mark and  Ireland.  The  trade  employed  49,139 
tons  of  shipping  (entered),  which  was  more  than 
from  any  other  nation,  people,  or  territory,  except 
England,  British  American  colonies,  and  Cuba. 

There  is  much  matter  for  reflection  on  the  facta 
here  presented.  It  leads  to  a  consideration  of  the 
real  value  of  the  foreign  trade  which  engrosses  so 
great  a  share  of  the  public  attention,  and  costs  us 
so  much  money,  pomp,  parade  and  negociation. 
It  is  as  nothing  to  the  home  market.  And  the  ne- 
groes of  Hayti  are  more  interesting  to  us,  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  than  "legitimate"  Russia, 
Prussia,  Sweden,  Denmark  and  Norway,  Turkey, 
all  the  states  of  Italy,  and  half  a  dozen,more  "pow- 
ers:" and,  unless  for  commercial  purposes,  what 
have  we  to  do  with  any  of  them? 

A  BAD  BUSINESS.  A  gentleman  of  South  Caroli- 
na, on  exhibiting  his  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  this 
work  in  the  most  intelligent  manner,  says  that  his 
paper  is  "lent  out  to  the  town's  people" — that  he 
often  has  to  "run  a  race  over  the  whole  village  in 
quest  of  it."  He  adds,  that  for  three  weeks  in  suc- 
cession, he  has  not  received  one  Register  at  the 
post-olfice,  but  found  it  in  the  hands  of  some  person 
of  the  neighborhood:  yet  it  seems  that  he  general- 
ly gets  it,  after  every  body  but  its  owner  has  read 
it.  If  the  gentleman  will  give  me  leave  to  use  his 
name,  I  will  represent  the  fact  to  the  post  master- 
general,  who,  I  am  quite  sure,  will  remove  the  de- 
puty that  is  so  regardless  of  his  duty  and  his  oath, 
if  the  facts  shall  appear  as  stateil,  of  which  I  have 
no  doubt;  and  I  promise  also,  to  prosecute  the  perr 
son,  if  I  can  get  within  striking  distance  of  him. 

Another  bad  bttsixfss.  From  the  Democratize- 
Pressor  Monday  last, addressed  to  the  editor:— «'In 
Novcn*ber  last  I  accepted  a  draft  for  a  customer  of 
mine  in  the  western  country  for  the  sum  of  goOO. 
which  was  discounted  at  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  and  becomes  due  to-morrow.  Three  weeks 
ago  I  received  from  my  western  fv'iend  pension  cer- 
tifcales  amounting  to  S~00.  which  sliould  have 
been  paid  on  the  4th  instant,  but  are  not  paid  be- 
cause the  bank  will  not  advance  the  money  to  the 
government, 

Qucre^     If  my  acceptance  is  pro^-psted,  whose 
c-edit  ^uff/ri  tosutJcr.'  X.  Y.  Z, 
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I       cd.     .       I  . '  -Pii-ss,"  ajji)  ais  to  1  a\ »•  nodif  i  ending  12;    D.  c.  1821,  18.451;  christenings  25,232. 
ficiilty  about  making  up  his  mind  who  tniglit  to  suf-    Ot  the  deaths,  o4  were  executed,  32  suicides,  and 
fer,  but  thinks  that  his  -orresjjonaenl  would  be  the  i  222  ot  insanity.     Ireland  is  yet  greatly  disturbed— 
oi.ly  loser  by  a  protest.     He  says  that  "ii  any  Ciises    murdtrrs  and  house-burnings  are  quite  common  in, 
ot  nmch  greater  hardship  have  lately  occurred  in    some  parts  ot  the  country. 


consequtncc  ot  the  shanielul  neglect  of  congress 
ana  wani  ot  libeialiiy  on  the  pan  ot  the  bunk." — 
But,  may  it  not  be  that  the  bank  has  been  so  "libe- 
ral" in  respect  to  other  demands,  of  <  r  agniiist  the 
government,  as  to  have  cat?sed  the  directors  to  ap- 
prehend ttiat  they  had  been  Uherul  enough? 

CossisTF.iVCT,  A  gentleman  in  one  of  the  eastern 
stases — one  of  my  best,  because  one  of  my  most 
punctual  subscribers,  lately  requested  the  perform- 
ance of  a  little  service  on  my  pan,  which,  being 
promptly  attended  to,  may  result  in  great  beneht 


France.  One  frigate,  and  two  corvettes  have 
sailed  with  troops  for  Cayenne,  &c.  A  ship  has 
sailed  from  Marseilles  for  the  Morea,  with  60  offi- 
cers to  assist  the  Greeks — 150  more  were  waiting 
an  opportunity  to  emb.rk;  they  are  French,  Ita- 
lians and  Germans.  Some  disturbances  had  taken 
place  at  Brest,  between  the  garrison  and  the  peo- 
ple, in  which  shots  were  exciianged.  The  latter 
endeavored  to  gain  possession  of  the  Chateau,  but 
failed.     Particulars  not  given. 

The  priests  in  France,  in  actual  emplojTnent, 
amount  to  35  286.  of  whom  14,870  are  more  than 

to  him.   as  the  manufacturer  of  a  certain  article  |  60  years  old;  4,156  were  ordained  during  the  last 

that  strikes  more  powerfully  than,  perhaps,  any, year. 


other  at  the  amount  of  foreign  goods  imported.  On 
putting  his  letter  on  file,  I  observed  that  the  paper 
was  beautifully  marked  with  Bniannin,  reposing  on 
a  shield  and  surmounted  with  acrow?i.  My  lirst  im- 
pression was,  to  retain  the  answer  v/liich  I  had  just 
written  to  his  I'tler,  and,  instead  of  it,  to  ask  him 
iiow  he  could  expect  that  /  should  give  my  aid  to 
extend  his  manufacture,  while  he  refused  even  to 
use  the  paper  manufactured  by  his  neighbor.' — but 


Spain  •  It  is  asserted  tliat  the  king  has  resolved 
to  accept  the  resignation  of  his  ministers.  I'here 
is  a  report  that  Riegn  is  dead— supposed  to  have 
been  poisoned  by  certain  priests. 

Puriugal,  The  cortes  had  discussed  the  subject 
and  agreed  to  the  propriety  of  establisliing  a  na- 
tional bank,  with  a  capital  equal  to  about  6,250,000 
dollars,  to  be  located  at  Lisbon,  and  have  extensive 
privileges  for  20  years,  on  condition  of  loaning  the 


I  though'  it  probable  that  some  cunning  mmn  might    government  two  fifths  of  its  capital  at  4  per  cent, 
h.ive  given  this  paper  a  royal  water  nmrk  to  please    It  directs  also  that  the  plates  shall  be  of  the  "in- 


his  customers,  as  a  certain  person  tlid  to  please  tlie 
congress  of  the  United  Suites  some  years  ago,*  or  that 
my  corresp()ndeiit  did  not  notice  it,  even  if  really  of 
British  manufacture  and  so  1  sent  on  the  informa- 
tion desired,  with  a  hope  thai  he  may  profit  by  it, 
3s  well  as  by  this  hint  about  consistency. 


FonEics  NI.W3 — London  papers  of  the  25th  Jan. 
:?eceived  at  Philadelphia. 

England,  &e  o  per  cent,  conscls  75  7  8  3-4.  The 
iJianiifacturers  of  the  north  appear  to  be  very  bu 


vetition  of  tfic  celebrated  artist  I'erkins. 

The  cortes  liave  esttiblished  the  trial  by  jury,  ixt 
I  both  criminal  and  civil  cases. 

Italy.  The  pope  is  said  to  have  been  at  the  point 
of  death.     It  was  understood  that,  in  case  of  his 

j  decease,  the  archduke  liodoiph,  of  Austria,  made 
a  cardinal  about  two  years  ago,  would  succeed  to 

,  the  chai?. 


Russia.  Troops  were  still  marching  to  the  Turk- 
ish Ir  ntier  2,UU0  waggons,  loaded  with  ammuni- 
sily  emp'oved;  but  great  distress  prevails  every  I  ^'O"'  w-re  on  the  road.  .Many  circumstances  are 
where  among  the  agriculturalists,  and  many  meet-  mentioned  to  shew  the  prospect  of  immediate  hos- 
ings  have  been  held,  and  were  holding,  to  petition  t'l'ties,  which  are  generally  regarded  as  being  in- 
parliament  for  relief  by  reducing  the  expenses  of  ^^itable.  It  i.i  possible  that  Alexander  only  delays 
gov.  rnment,  according  to  the  alteration  of  the  va- '  ^^^  ^^^  purpose  of  providing  means  by  which,  as 
lue  of  money,  by  abohshing  sinecures,  &c  Sic.  and  '  »t  w>  re,  he  can  instantly  crush  the  Turkish  power, 
also  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  jjajable  on  the  .  ^"<i  ^°  prevent  a  massacre  of  the  Greeks:  but  no- 
piiblicdeht.  The  difficulties  of  this  class  ot  peo- 1  ^^""S '^  known  of  his  determinations.  All  the  Rus- 
pie  appear  to  be  extreme.  We  ha\  e  seen  it  stated  !  s'""^  ^'"^  anxious  for  war:  and  the  emperor's  bro- 
that  the  whole  surplus  of  a  well-managed  farm,  t*'^^'''  Constantine,  is  impatient  to  become  "king 
Avill  not  satisfy  the  demancs  on  the  land'for  taxes,  i  "*  t^ftece,"  which  is  said  to  be  promised  him.   But 


tylies  and  poor  rates!  -  In  cons- quence,  many 
farms  are  without  tenants.  These  interested  in  tlie 
West  India  trade  on  behalf  of  the  colonists  and 
themselves,  are  also  making  great  eflortsto  obtain 
relief.  It  appears  that  the  best  wc:rked  estates 
will  not  keep  their  owners  out  of  debt,  from  the 
low  prices  of  sugar  and  rum.  The  ii-hole  nei  profit 
is  now  said  to  be  only  12/.  on  a  hhd.  of  sugar;  and 
mit  of  this  the  plantation,  S;c.  is  to  be  supported 


the  Lon  on  Courier  says  that  there  will  not  be  arty 
war  between  Uussia  and  Tarkcy. 

Turkey,  iic.  The  export  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion IS  prohibited  at  Malta,  lest  the  Greeks  should 
be  supplied.  The  Turks  having' collected  their 
forces  in  the  neighborhood,  aitacKed  .lannina,  and 
succeeded  in  making  themselves  masters  of  the 
eminences,  bu*  the  main  fortresses  still  remained 
in  the  possession  of  Ali.     In  the  mean  time,  the 


hitherto  the  rum  and  molasses  paid  all  the  es- 1  Epirots  were  busy  in  capturing  the  forts  in  their 
nei.ses  and  left  the  sugar  as  the  surplus  product  i  country  that  yet  remained  possessed  by  the  Turks, 
ibr  the  planter  I  he  total  revenue  of  Givat  Hri- 1  Prince  A.  Ypsilanti  is  at  Perth,  in  Hungary,  where 
tain  for  the  year  ending  5th  Jan.  1822  <'exclu- j  he  appears  to  be  confined  as  a  prisoner.  The  Turk- 
ave  cf  property  andunappropriated  war  duties,"  j  ish  force  in  Moldavia  and  Wallachia  is  estimated  at 

8a,G00  men  Many  old  S' Idiers,  from  different 
parts  of  Europe,  are  repair:  ng  to  Greece,  to  take  a 
part  against  her  enemies  "he  Samiens  are  said 
to  have  made  a  fifth  descent  into  Asia  minor,  from 
whence  they  carried  off  a  rich  booty.  The  people 
of  the  Ionian  islands  are  not  only  disarmed,  but 
some  of  them,  who  had  concealed  avm.s  have  been 
hung,  by  their  British  "protectors."     Some  of  the 


ami-unted  to  50,931  705/.  By  the  returns  of  edu 
cation,  it  appears  159,581  children  are  receiving 
instruction  at  endowed  schools.  415,561  in  charity 
schools,  and  401,087  in  Sunchy  schools.  Deaths  in 
L"nd(>n   (within  and  without  the  walls)  for  the  year 


*A  slieet  of  this,  manufactured  not  far  from  the 
cjipitol,  is  deposited  among  my  curiosities. 
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British  ministerial  papers  give  us  to  understand 
that  Turkey  has  agreed  to  the  Russian  ultimatum. 

The  following'  toast  was  lately  drank  by  a  large 
company  at  Liverpool — «May  Turkey  be  well  roast- 
ed  by  the  fire  of  Liberty  and  well  basted  by  Greece.' 

Colombia.  Coro  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
republicans — Porto  Cabello  is  the  only  spot  held 
by*the  royalists — which  is  about  to  be  invested  and 
must  be  taken.  The  independence  of  Quito  is 
confirmed.  The  foreign  officers  and  soldiers,  who 
went  out  under  generals  Devereux  and  Knglish, 
appear  to  be  in  much  consideration.  Liberal  re- 
wards have  been  granted  for  their  services,  and  it 
appears  that  most  of  them  will  settle  in  the  coun- 
try— some  have  already  become  cultivators  of  cof- 
fee, Sec.  in  the  delightful  country  wliich  they  have 
assisted  in  the  emancipation  of.  JBoZ/rnr,  still  "illus- 

Irious."  has  the  best  feelings  towards  strangers,  and   Can^dle^s,^  cheese,  soap 
is  anxious  to  strengthen  the  new  government  by 
introducing   the  arts    through  persons  having  a 


The  entire  value  of  merchandise  paying  spenfic 
rates  of  duty,  imported  in  the  same  period,  was 
§21,608,491;  of  which  S20,812.468  was  imported 
in  American,  and  796,026  in  foreign  vessels.  The 
following  statement  embraces  the  quantity  and  va- 
lue of  each  descripdpn  of  goods. 

Quantity.' 
pieces  82,lu3 
Sallom  3.215.142 
do  8,658,150 
do  9,086,982 
poumb  4,975,646 
do     21,273,659 


Duck  and  sheeting 
Wines 
Spirits 
Molasses 
Teas 
Coffee 

Sugar,  brown  Sc  white  do 

do.  candy,  I'f  &  I'mp  do 

Indigo  do 

Cocoa  do 


knowledge  of  them. 


Commerce  of  the  United  States. 

Extracts  from  or  abstracts  of  the  documents  and 
papers  accompanying  the  letter  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  of  the  23d  January,  1822,  in  con- 
formity to  the  act,  entitled  «'An'  act  to  provide 
for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  United  States,"  passed  10th  Fe- 
bruary, 1821— shewing  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  United  States  for  th=  year  ending 
30th  September,  1821:  all  which  make  a  ponder- 
ous pamphlet  of  165  pages,  besides  many  heavy 
tables.  But  the  followmg,  it  is  believed,  wiil 
answer  all  general  enquiries: 
Impohts  roR  Twr.  TEAR  ET?ri>'s  30th  Sept.  1821. 

Articles  free  of  ihitij.  The  entire  value  of  these 
was  S  10,082,313— of  which  SI.987,195  was  receir- 
ed  in  foreign  vessels.     The  items  were: 

In  gold  and  silver  coin         .         .      {57,980,000 
Bullion  ....  84,890 

Copper,  brass  and  tin  in  pigs  &;  bars  246,328 
Dye  woods      ....  76,020 

Kaw  hides       ....  892,530 

Brimstone  and  sulphur    .         .  29,446 

Furs,  undressed       .         .         ,  224,192 

Plaster  of  Paris      .         .         .  141,369 

Burr  stones,  unwroiight  .  2,567 

All  other  free  articles  ,  404,971 

Ad  valorem  goods.  The  entire  value  of  merchan- 
dise paying  duties  or/ ra^orew,  was  S30,894,917;  of 
which  §29,118,313  was  in  American  vessels,  and 
§1,776,604  was  in  foreign  vessels.  Of  the  value 
of  merchandise  imported  pay  ing  ad  valorem  duties, 
§25,775,845  consisted  of  manufactured  goods  in 
the  following  proportions,  viz. 
Woollen  piece  goofls,  cloths,  cassimeres, 

worsted  and  siufF,  blankets  and  rugs    §7,238,954 
Cotton  piece  goods,   nankeens,    hose, 

twist,  y.arn  and  tiiread 
Silk  goods 

Linens,  bleached  and  unbleached  . 
Hempen  goods 
Brass  and  copper  do. 
Iron  and  steel,  not  paying  specific  duty 
Glass  ware  do.  do. 

China,  earthen  and  stone  ware 
Tin  and  pewter 
Tin  in  sheets  or  plates 
Writiiig  and  wrapping  paper 
Manufactures  of  gold,  silver  antl  pre- 
cious stones 
TIats,  caps  and  bonne?^ 


59,512,835 

2,866 

584,805 

1,920.516 

4,565,995 

2,636.169 

2.878,873 

691,039 

4,^69,766 

5,488.005 

931,697 

305,359 


and  tallow  d^ 

Spices  do 

Fruits  do 

Cotton  do 

Paints,  ochre,  8te.  do 

Lead,  pig,  bar  and  shot  do 
Cordage  do 

Iron  and  steel  wire         do 
Iron,  tacks,  nails,  anchors 

and  sheet  do       3,588,504 

Iron  in  bars  and  bolts 

rolled  trwt.         43,684  < 

Do.  hammered  do         34'i,094* 

Do.  in  pigs  do  18,356  "^ 

Do.  castings  do  7,037  3 

Steel  do  11,570 

Hemp  do  86,192 

Salt  bushels  3,943,727 

Coal  do  627,737 

Glass  black  qt.  bottles    gr.  10,147  "5 

Do.  window  100  sq.ft.  8,824  3 

Boots  and  shoes  pairs  7,995 

Cigars  M.  11,000 

Beer,  ale  and  porter      palls.         72,413 
Oil,  fish  &  olive  in  casks  do  56,943 

Chocolate  pounds  1,326 

Tobacco  and  snufT  do  2,350 

Gunpowder  do  73,974 

Bristles  and  glue  do        123,491 

Copper  and  composition 

rods  and  spikes  do 

Alum  cTv:. 

Copperas  do 

Playing  cards  parks 

Fish,  dried  guintals 

Do.  pickled  barrels 


Value. 

§894,276 

1,873.464 

1,804,798 

1,719,227 

1,322,635 

4,489  970 

3,553,582 

313 

704,412 

231,174 

464,619 
310,281 
181,035 
140,616 
322,568 
284,701 
107,867 
35,884 

145,711 

.1.213,041 


37,892 

1,364 

1,829 

586 

3467 

1,171  5 


56,805 

131.291 

510,489 

6f  19,021 

91,352 

107,354 

6,445 

113,601 

59.950 

51,680 

419 

647 

12416 

29,155' 

9.050 

3,741 

1,581 

136 

13,185 


Entire  value  of  ad  valorem  do. 
Do.     do.        free  of  duty 


§21,608  499 
3j,894,9ir 
10,0t<2,513 


7,788514 
4.486.924 
2,564,159 


Total  importation  of  the  year  §62,585,724 

ExroRTs  pen  the  tear  Ysmso  30th  Sept.  1821 
The  sen,  §1,499,188. 
Dried  fish,  or  cod  fishery 


564,159    Pickled  fish,  or  river  fishery,  (herring, 
226,1741      shadf«almon,  mackarel) 


386,356!  Whale  (common)  oil  and  bone 
1,630,129,  Spermacetti  oil  and  candles 
240,001  j  The  foreH,  §3,794,341. 

663,883  I  Skins  and  furs 

20,343    Ginseng 
149,380   Lumber,  (boards,  staves,  shingles,  hoops 
and  poles,  hewn  timber,  &.c.) 
Oak  bark,  and  other  dye 
120,075  j  Naval  stores,  ("tar,  pitch,  ronin.  turpen.) 
v>52,l96  I  Mbes,  pot  and  pearl 


58.137 


§708,778- 

264,81  S 
350,480 
175,117 

766,205 
171.786 

1,512,808 
139,534 
314.660 
889,318 


52         NILES'  REGISTER— MARCH  23,  1822~COMMEUCE  OF  THE  U.  S. 


Agriculture,  §35,407,992. 
Beef,  tallow,  hides,  live  cattle  698,323 
Butter  and  cheese  19u,287 
Pork,  (pickled)  bacon,  lard,  live  hogs  1,354,116 
Horses  and  mules  59,830 
Sheep  ^  22,175 
V  heat,  flour  and  biscuit  4,476.357 
Indian  corn  and  meal  606,279 
nice  1,494.307 
All  other,  (rye,  oats,  pulse,  potatoes,  ap- 
ples, &c.)  173,543 
Tobacco  ■  5,648,962 
Cotton  20,157.484 
rkxseed  420,202 
Hops  18.498 
Wax  85.654 
Brown  sugar  1,975 

Man tifa ci M»-ej,  §2,262, 622. 
From  domestic  materials. 

Soap  and  tallow  candles  661,409 

Leather,  boets,  shoes,  saddlery  304,430 

Hats  63,363 

Grain,  beer,  spirits  120,561 
Wood,  (includnig  coaches  and  other  car- 

'    riages)  369,511 

Cordage  26,662 

Iron  108,083 

SnuflTand  tobacco  149,083 
Various  items,  (lead,  linseed  oil,  spirits  of 

turpentine.  Sic.)  24,044 

0/ foreign  materials. 

Spirits  from  molasses  280,648 

Sugar,  relined  24,051 

Chocolate  2,166 

Gunpowder  56,919 

Brass  and  copper  26,694 

Medicinal  drugs  44,998 

Uncertain  §707,751 — Articles  not  disliTi' 
gidshedin  returns. 


Manufactured 
Kaw  produce 


Total 


492,009 
215,742 

§43,671,894 

Of  the  gro-ivth,  product  and  manufacture  of  foreign 
countries,  same  time. — Merchandise  free  of  dtUy, 
viz. 

Copper,  brass  and  tin,  in  pigs  or  baja  22,822 

Bullion  90 

Gold  and  silver  coin  10,477,969 

Dye  woods  112,855 

Raw  hides  61,921 

Brimstone  and  sulphur  935 

3''urs,  undressed  7,859 

Plaster  of  Paris  88 

Burr  stones,  unwrought  153 

All  other  articles  tree  of  duty  SC,085 


Total 


§10,764,757 


Merchandise  paying  ditties  ad  valorem,  viz. 

Manufactures  of  woollen  piece  goods. 

cloths  and  cassimeres  229,785 

worsted  and  stufF  102,572 

blankets  and  rugs  46,895 

Cotton  piece  goods, 
^-irinted  and  colored  379,701 

white  320,G02 

nankeens  874.608 

woollen  and  cotton  hose  2,330 

cotton,  twist,  varn  and  thread     C,532 
linens,  bler.ch'd  &  unbleacl.'d  245,848 


hempen  goods  26,516 

brass  961 

copper,  or  of  which  copper  is 

the  material  ot  chief  value      5,194 
Iron  and  steel,  other  than  that 
paying  a  specific  rate  of  duty  164,306 


do 


do 


wares,  glass 
china 

earthen  and  stone 
tin  and  pewter 
paper,  writing  5:  wrapping 
gold,  silver  Si  precious  stones 
hats,  caps  and  bonnets 
Unmanufactured  copper,  subject  to  a  duty 
of  15  per  cent, 
tin  in  sheets  or  plates 
All  other  articles   paying  an  ad  valorem 
rate  of  duty 


45.583 
7,804 

31,049 
4,018 

10,189 

67.395 
9,967 

6,08S 

10,291 

939,916 


§4,595,090 

Merchandise  paying  specif  c  rates  of  duty. 

Duck  and  sheetings  §423,950 

Wines  240,929 

Spirits  from  grain  30,137 

Do.             other  materials  135,023 

Beer,  ale  and  porter^  4,615 

Oil,  olive,  in  casks  2,046 

Molasses  11,232 

Teas  242,372 

Coftee  3,087.479 

Cocoa  228,219 

Sugar,  brown  and  white  1,549,185 

Do.      candy,  loaf  and  lump  143 

Fruits  15,373 

Candies,  cheese,  soap  and  tallow  32,381 

Spices  236,07*2 

Indigo  416,968 

Cotton  104,255 

Snufi-  7a2 

Gunpowder  6,708 

Bristles  and  glue  2,112 

Paints  8,444 

Lead,  pig,  bar  and  shot  11,276 

Cordage  16,646 
Copper  and  composition  nails  and  spikes       3,616 

Iron  and  steel  wire  440 

Iron,  tacks,  nails,  anchoi*s  and  sheet  14,291 
Do.  in  bars  uiid  bolts,  rolled                    'i       g-  ^^ 

Do.             do                hammered           3  ' 

Do.  castings                     ■  351 

Steel  16,088 

A  Hum  41 

Copperas  28 

Coal  2,45« 

Salt  15,321 

Fish,  dried  and  pickied  3,066 

Glass,  bhuk  quart  bottles  and  window  2,751 

Hools  and  siioes  2,224 

Cig^ars  13,935 

Playing  cards  520 


Value  of  merchandise  paying  specific 

rates  of  duty       5,042,641 
Do.  do.  free  of  duty  10,764,757 

Do.  do.  pa\  ing  ad  valorem 

rates  of  duty       4,595,090 


bilk  goods 


Total  value  of  foreign  produce 
Do.  domestic  do. 

Total  value   of  domestic  and  foreign 


21,302,488 
43,671,894 


1,057,233!      produce 


§64,974,382 
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Slalistical  vieto  ofths  commerce  of  the  United  Slates,  exhibiting  the  value  of  articles  of  every  description 

o/'iMPOnTS      fvOTTl      (ITid  the    Z^Clll*^  nf  nr-lTr^ltiO  nf  filM^VIt  flpkrVI  titiolt     fi/   UYPnTJTC      tn      ftnnh    /^.4>dVrvH    ^fl4f4i/«.ii.     n/n» 

the  tonnage  of  America 

the  ton)iag-e  belonging  '  .,        „     , 

ending  3uih  Siptember,  1821       [See  note  beloxv.] 


.  _       ^  mmerce  oj  me  uuneti   t:iiuici,  cu^iinjiuiig   mc  viuuc  uj  uriicies  oj  every  aescripii on 

q/i!MPonTS  from,  and  the  vahte  of  articles  of  every  description  ©/"exports  to,  each  foreign  country;  also, 
the  tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  arriving  from,  and  departing  to,  each  foreign  country,  and 
the  tonnage  belonging  to  each  foreign  power  employed  in  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  for  the  yeat 

•     1S21  (  Sefi  iintp  hfilowA 


Russia      .... 
Pnissia  .... 

Sweden    .  .  .  - 

S'.vedisii  West  Indies 
Dftiiiiiark  and  Morway 
lianisli  West  Indies  . 
Holland    .... 
Dutch  West  Indii;s  and  Am.  colonies 

Do.  East  Indies 
England,  Man  and  Berwick  . 
ScDtland  .  «  .  ,. 

Ireland  .... 

Gibraltar  .  .  . 

Briush  African  ports.  .  . 

Newfoundland  and  British  fisheries 
British  East  Indies    . 
Do     Wtst  Indies 
Do.    American  colonies    . 
Other  Britisli  colonies    . 
The  Hanse  towns  and  ports  of  Germany 
i'rench  European  ports  on  the  Atlantic, 
Do.     do.         do.  Mediterranean 

Do  West  Indies  and  Am.  colonies 
Do.  East  Indies 
Bourbon  and  Mauritius  , 
Hayti  .... 

f^panish  European  ports  on  the  Atlantic 
Do.       do.         do,  Mediterranean 

Tenerifle  and  the  other  Canaries 
Mandla  and  Philippine  islands 
I'loridas  .... 
Ho.iduras,  Campeachy,  he. .  . 

Cuba        .... 
Otiier  Spanisli  Wes.t  Indies  . 
Spanish  South  American  colonies 
rorlugal        .... 
Madeira  .  .  .  , 

f  aval  and  tiie  other  Azores 
Cape  de  Vcrd  islands 
Brazil  and  other  Port'ese  Am.  colonies 
Italy  and  Malta    . 

Triest  and  other  Aus'n  ports  on  Adriatic 
Turkey,  Levant,  Egypt,  Sic. 
China  .... 

Asia,  g'eneraliy    .  , 

West  Indies,  do. 
Europe,  do. 

Africa,  do.  '    . 

South  Seas  .  .  . 

North  West  coast  of  America  . 

Uncertain  ports,  places,  &c. 


Value  of 
imports 


DOLLARS. 


1,852,199 
1,399 
ro9,753| 
611,116 
16.156 
1,983,574 
1,938.953 
850,950 
134,369 
23,180,862 
1,220,092 
686.154 
1,234,263 
6,581 
213 
1,530,799 
927,346 
490,704 
924 
990,165 
4,493,917 
496,023 
900,616 


10,022 

2,246,257 
254,025 
288,368 
265,089 
114,861 
189,730 
216,075 

6,584,849 
626,616 

1,114  117 
356,116 
190,2b9 
137,982 
64.036 
605,126 
973,463 
229,792 
395,680 

3,111,951 

123,221 

3,727 

129,'943 
34  428 


3,832 


Domestic 
exports. 


DOLLARS. 

127,939 

•  • 

154,21 
507,077 
165,568 
1,316,296 
1,954,513 
533,259 
133,010 
16,339,109 
1,405,448 
889,577 
956,111 
9,953 
260 
32,089 
264,632 
2,009,336 
12,113 
1,535,506 
5,098,843 
69,855 
846,597 
5,784 
19,600 
1,740,383 
324,706 
24.,225 
74,8281 
1,359| 
300,2481 
99,S95| 
2,950.055 
175,217 
508,176 
147,726 
193,414 
26,837 
22,176 
88.5,348 
410,171 
31,781 
30,883 
088,535 
32,467 
513,039 
183,851 
85,062 
40,328 
94,493 


Foreign 
exports. 


DOLLARS. 


500,955 

62,968 
53,149 
360,535 
485,483 
1,739,692 
149.784 
1,581,803 
2,125,594 
13,683 
4,'»69 
513,635 
5,013 
4,478 
1,934,190 
470 
455 
2,357 
597,038 
349,010 
10,851 
49,838 
1,784 
22,5.56 
.530,218 
189,900 
915 
48,637 
209,964 
49,522 
106,830 
1,590,625 
33,604 
529,559 
66 
26,667 
11,158 
7,656 
496,412 
689,496 
308,580 
406,997 
3,902,025 
1,180,797 
47,474 
10,782 
41,629 
31,080 
282,505 


I  otal  value 
of  domestic 
and  foreign 
produce  ex 
ported. 


Tonnage 
entered. 


Dor-iABs.     Tons. 


Ameri, 
can. 


4,733 
1,966,279 
265,102 
2,009,791 
14,470 
2,132,544 
5,447,853 
80,706 
896,435 
7,568 
42,156 
2,270,601 
514,606 
25,140 
123,465 
211,323 
:  349,770 
206,725 
4,540,680 
208,821 
1,037,735 
147,792 
220,081 
37,995 
29,832 
1,381,760 
1,099,667 
340,361 
437,880 
4,290,560 
1,213,264 
560,513 
194,636 
126,691 
71,408 
376,998 


628,894    13,827 

217.181]   10,772 

560,226'   13,083 

526,103      1,421 

1,801,779    39,407 

3,694,205   25,851 

683.043    16,463 

1714.813      1,597 

18,464  703112,053 

1,419,131     4,737 

893,646     9.479 

1,469,746    11,231 

14,966         376 

448 

4,548 

32,631 

110,821 

796 

14,524 

11,431 

3,700 

41,729 

194 
49,139 
6,585 
4,747 
2,329 
742 
9,032 
5,111 
106.826 
14,320 
13,838 
19.678 
4,140 
2  28; 
5.038 
10,599 
6,573 
2.018 
1,661 
5,622 
1,532 
216 
261 
1,037 
10.643 


Tons. 


7261 

1,188! 

863! 


405] 

•    • 
4,180'. 

11,273' 

838 


mo 

553' 


458 

245" 

4,478 

63 

603 
1,015 

148 

92 
192^ 


^i 


Total,  62,585,724  43,671.894  21,302.488  64,974,38,-J76j,098|  81,526 

[The  necessity  of  forcing  the  table  into  the  size  of  our  page,  has  caused  an  exclusion  of  the  columns 

that  shew  the  value  of  imports  or  exports,  as  received  or  sent  forth  in  American  or  foreign  vessels, 

and  also  the  amount  of  foreign  tonnage  departing.     But  the  following  abstracts  will  serve  all  ordinary 

references. 

Of  the  imports— the  value  of  58,025,899  dollars  was  received  in  American,  and  4,559,825  in  foreign 

vessels.     Of  the  entries  of  foreign  tonnage,  55,183  was  British,  6,024  Hanse  towns,  5,386  Swedish, 

4,580  Spanish,  4,037  Danish,  1,916  Frencii,  931  Prussian,  370  Haytian. 

Of  the  exports — Domestic  produce:  the  value  of  §534,465,272  was  exported  in  American  vessels,  add 

9,206,522  in  foreign:  of  foreign  nrticles— 20,710,700  in  A.merican,  and  591,782  in  foreign  vessels. 
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Toss  AGE.  To  save  a  whole  page,  we  have  added 
two  columns  to  the  preceding  table  to  shew  the 
amount  of  domestic  and  foreign  tonnage  that  enter- 
edthe  ports  ofthe  U.  States  during  the  year  which 
ended  on  the  30th  Sept.  1821.  This,  we  presume, 
will  be  amply  sufficient  toshew  the  general  result  of 
our  navigation.  The  amount  of  tonnage  that  depart- 
edis  commonly  about  the  s^tme  as  that  which  enter- 
ed, except  in  the  cases  noted  below,— for  the  use  of 
those  who  seek  minute  information  on  the  subject; 
and,  by  comparing  these  items  with  the  corres- 
ponding entries  in  the  two  last  columns  ofthe  ta- 
ble.  every  remarkable  difference  in  the  amounts 
will  appear.  (Ij=In  cases  where  the  fact  is  not 
ortherwise  stated,  American  tonnage  only,  is  al- 
lurled  to — and  the  amount  of  foreign  that  depart- 
ed is  left  to  be  inferred  by  the  amount  that  enter- 
ed. 

Dtparted.  For  Russia  4,521  tons;  Sweden  1,616; 
Swedish  West  Indies  20,774;  Denmark  and  Norway 
4,142;  Danish  West  Indies  46  299;  Dutch  East  In- 
dies 5  610;  England,  &.c.  128,729,  Am.  and  19.346 
foreign;  Ireland  12,812;  Gibraltar  20,954;  British 
East  Indies  22  083;  Hanse  towns,  &c.  17,308;  French 
ports  on  the  Allcnitic  798  American,  and  36,392  fo 
reign;  ditto,  on  the  Mediterranean  316  Am.  and  593 
foreii^n;  Hayti  46,171;  Spanish  ports  on  the  Atlan- 
tic 8  664;  do.  on  the  Mediterranean  1,174;  Portu- 
gal 5,106;  Madeira  8,082;  Cape  de  Verds  825; 
Brazil,  See.  22,264;  Italy  and  Malta  8,802;  Asia,  ge- 
nerally, 5,423;  West  Indies,  generally,  17,623;  Eu- 
rope, generally,  2,294;  South  Seas  17,968;  North 
We.st  coast  of  America  4,298. 

The  only  very  i-emarkable  or  important  things 
to  be  derived  from  a  comparison  of  the  departures 
with  the  entries,  have  respect  to  our  trade  with 
Russia,  Sweden,  France  Brazil,  the  South  Seas  and 
North  West  coast^n  which  the  differences  are 
great.  From  France,  it  appears  that  there  arrived 
about  22,500  tons  of  which  one  half  was  American; 
and  there  departed  about  37,000  tons,  of  which 
more  than  36,000  were  foreign.  This  shews  us 
the  operation  of  the  restrictive  regulations  of  the 
two  countries  in  respect  to  navigation;  and  it  seems 
like  a  contention  "to  do  one  another  the  most 
harm,"  for  the  benefit  of  other  nations:  yet  we 
must  believe  that  our  government  is  right  in  its 
proceedings  in  the  case.  There  cannot  be  justice 
■without  reciprocity. 

GENKUAL  SUjniATlT. 

,The  amount  of  our  imports  has  been  al- 
ready stated  at  §62,586,724 
And  that  of  our  exports  at  64,974.382 

Of  our  imports,  we  derive  from  Great 
Britain,  her  colonies  and  dependen- 
cies, including  the  East  Indies,  goods 
to  the  value  of  29,277,933 

Prom  France  and  her  dependencies,  5,900,581 

From  Spain  and  her  dependencies  (of 

which  Cuba  alone  furnishes  6,584,849),  9,653,728 
From  China,  3,111,195 

From  HciUand,  including  her  West  In- 
dia and  American  colonies,  2,934,272 
Trom  Ilayti,  2,246,257 
From  Denmark  and  her  West  India -co- 

lonies,  1,999,730 

From  Russia,  1,852,199 

From  Sweden  and  her  West  India  colo- 
nies, 1,369,869 
From  the.  Hunse  towns  990,165 
From  Italy  and  Malta,  973,463 
Which,  with  various  small  importations  from 
other  places,  make  up  the  above  amount-. 


Our  exports  are,to  G.  Britain 
and  her  dependencies,  in 


domestic  produce, 
In  foreign  do. 

To  France,  &c. 
To  Spain,  S;.c. 
To  Holland,  &c. 
To  China, 

To  the  Ilanse  towns, 
To  Denmark,  8tc. 
To  Portugal,  &C. 
To  Asia  generally. 


§21,918,628 
4,603,944 


6,475,03.9 

7,209,275 

6,092,061 

4,290,560 

2,132,544 

2.327,882 

1,817.560 

1,569,332 

Which,  with  other  small  items,  make  up  the 
amount  of  exports. 

The  largest  items  in  the  impoits  were— 

Specie  and  bullion,  8,064,890 

Value  of  manufactures  of  cotton,  7,239. 790 

woolleri,  7,238,954 

silk,  4,486,924 

linen,  2,564,159 

iron  and  steel,  3,212,141 

21.273,659  lbs.  of  coffee,  4,489,970 

59,512,835  lbs.  of  sugar,  3,553,582 

wines,  1,873,464 


6,041,000 
434,039 

4,458,709 
2,750,566 

2,620,782 
3,471,279 

388,535 
3,902,025 

1,535,506 
597,038 

1,481,864 
846,018 

1,275501 
541,959 

1,180.797 


-|26,522,5?:S 


The  largest  items  of  export  were 

_.. 

Cotton,                                                           20,157,484 

Specie,                                                            10,478,000 

Wheat,  flour,    Indian   corn  and  meal. 

rye,  apples,  &c.                                        9,075,217 

Tobacco,                                                          5,648,962 

Coff-ee,                                                              2,087.479 

Sugar,                                                               1,549,185 

Silk<i,                                                             1,057,233 

Statement,  e-vhltiiting  t)te  quantitif  of  tonnage  entere'l  and  clenretl 

in  and  from  the  les/iective  statrs  and  itrritories,  during;  the  year 

<ndimi  on  the  30th  Seplemher.  1821. 

■JON  N  AGE.                      1 

STATES,  &c. 

American  vcsstls. 

Foreign  vessels.  1 

Eniei-cd   Cleared. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

520 

Maine    . 

71,700    ni,^5'» 

883 

New  Hart.psbire     . 

9,506         8,237 

Massachusells  . 

158,891 

129,741 

1,605 

1,170 

Veritiom    . 

. 

1,019 

901 

80 

40 

Hliude  Island    • 

22.80S 

21,314 

143 

107 

Coniipctieiit            • 

. 

lfj,46-) 

14,749 

New  York         .             . 

156,493 

158,174 

13,856 

10,720 

New  Jersey 

250 

231 

Pennsylvania    . 

70,679 

69,436 

4.162 

3,641 

Delaware   . 

4.081 

2,33!i 

Maryland 

67,504 

61,687 

5,489 

4.677 

District  of  Columbia 

ia,546 

15,035 

Virginia 

22,004 
25,904 

33.545 

4.598 

6.483 

North  Carolina      . 

37,343 

293 

109 

Suutli  Carolina 

30,524 

45.342 

18,745 

19,525 

Georgia      •           •           • 

24,075 

41,468 

11,239 

14,666 

Mississippi        . 

6,235 

4,197 

336 

419 

Louisiana  .            . 

54,802 

49,115 

19,919 

20,904 

Kast  Florida     . 

272 

190 

17b 

92 

West  Florida 

341 

Total, 

t 

765,093 

S04;9-17 

81,526 
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Weights  and  Measures. 

Xn  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
March  11— 

Mr.  Lo-wndes,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  on  weights  and  measures,  made 
b}  the  seci-etary  of  stale,  on  the  22iid  Feb.  ISJI, 
Tria<;e  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  joint  resokition, 
as  f ■  Dows — 

Rkpoiit-  That  so  comprehensive  a  view  has  been 
given  in  the  document  referred  to  tlieni,  of  the  ori- 
gin and  his  ory  of  the  measures  pnd  weijjhts,  now  in 
use  m  '. !:e  UiMted  States,  and  so  full  an  examination 
of  the  dift'-reiit  proposals  which  have  been  made  for 
their  improveii  ent,  tliat  they  deem  it  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  do  more  than  to  submit  the  resolutions 
vt'ich  they  thmk  it  expedii^nt  that  congress  should 
pass  at  this  time.  Their  obji.^ct  is  only  to  "render 
uniform  and  stable  the  measuresand  weights,  which 
vye  at  present  possess." 

To  effect  this,  they  propose  that  the  president 
shall  cause  application  to  be  made  to  the  Engush 
government,  to  allow  models  ot  the  >ard,  the  V.  in- 
chester  bushel, wine  gallon  a..d  pound, (ivoirdupois) 
to  be  procured  from  its  officers.  For  the  purpt  se  of 
easy  and  perfect  comparison,  it  may  be  well  tliat  'he 
yard  should  be  traced  upon  the  rod  of  pi  iHna  in 
the  possession  of  the  department  of  state  on  which 
is  traced  the  French  metre.  I  hese  i-.odels  should 
t>e  made  with  the  utmost  accuracy  which  the  art 
and  science  of  England  can  give,  and  if  satisfactory 
to  congress,  sliouKl  be  declart-d  the  standard  yard, 
bushel,  liquid  gallon,  and  pound  of  tlie  United 
States.  There  is  some  difi".  rcnce  of  opinion  as  to 
the  material  of  which  the  siand^rds  shall  be  form 
ed.  The  committee  will  not  detain  tlie  house,  by  a 
full  exposition  of  the  reasons  which  leid  them  to 
conclude  that,  at  least,  the  standards  of  f  nglh  and 
Vtight  should  be  of  platina,  as  the  material  on 
which  time  isfouna  to  pr-duce  the  smallest  change 
The  secretary  of  state,  who  adopts  an  oppcsite  oi)i- 
nion,  has  said  that  "the  very  extraord'-nary  proper- 
tics  of  platina,  its  unequalled  specific  gravity,  its 
infusability,  its  durability,  its  powers  of  resistance 
against  all  the  ordinary  agents  of  destruction  and 
change,  give  it  advantages,  and  claims  to  employ- 
ment as  a  primary  standard  for  weights,  measures 
and  coins  to  which  no  other  substance  in  nature 
ias  eqi^  pretensions  Should  the  fortunate  peri- 
od arrive  when  the  improvement  in  the  moral  and 
political  condition  of  man,  will  admit  of  the  intro- 
duction of  one  universal  standard,  for  the  use  of 
mankind,  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that  the  platina 
jjietre  will  be  th."it  standard." 

But  it  is  the  immutabilhy  of  platina  recommends 
it  so  strongly  as  a  standard  for  all  nations,  and  all 
times,  can  hardly  be  amiss  to  adopt  it,  for  the  in- 
tervals which  may  elapse  before  the  unitprsal  adop- 
tion of  a  natural  standard.  This  interval  the  secre- 
tary and  the  committee  may  be  willing  to  shorten, 
but  it  seems  likely  to  last  so  long  as  diversities  of 
laws,  and  language  among  men.  If  the  standard 
found  shall  be  of  platina,  it  must  of  course  be  made 
equiponderent  with  the  English  pound  in  vacuo, 
and  the  same  means  must  be  used  in  making  the 
models  of  weight  which  are  intended  for  distribu- 
tion among  the  states.  I  he  standardof  measures  of 
capacity  must  probably  be  of  copper  or  brass,  and 
the  careful  preservation  of  all  the  standards  may 
be  provided  for,  in  the  laws  which  shall  establish 
them.  The  committee  think  it  best  that  they  should 
be  kvpt  in  the  department  of  state,  and  «sed  only 
to  verify  the  models  which  may  be  issued  under 
the  authority  of  government. 


The  committee  believe  that  by  distributmg  accu- 
rate copies  of  these  standards  among  the  states,  the 
present  inequality  of  weights  and  measures  will  be 
so  far  removed,  as  to  leave  little  practical  inconve- 
nience in  that  regard.  They  propose  that  the  pre- 
sident shall  cause  to  be  procured  such  a  number 
of  copies  or  models  ot*  these  standards  of  weight 
and  nieasiue,  (witii  tiieir  most  convenient  mul- 
tiples and  divisions),  as  may  be  necessary  to  al- 
low one  model  of  each  standard  to  be  lodged  %vitli 
the  clerk  of  each  district  court  of  the  United  States^ 
and  one  lo  be  given  to  each  state  and  territory,  to 
be  disposed  of  as  its  legislature  may  direct,  the 
most  convenif  nt  material  for  those  copies  will  pro- 
bably be  copiier  or  brass;  but  the  determination  of 
this  question  may  best  be  referred  to  the  authority 
whicfi  shall  procure  thenu 

It  is  believed  that  no  other  obligation  will  be 
required  to  enforce,  on  the  part  of  the  ifficers  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  use  of  weights 
and  measures,  conformed  to  the  standards  establish- 
ed by  law,  than  that  which  a  senst:  of  duty  and  a  de- 
pendence upon  the  government  for  their  continu- 
ance in  office,  must  produce.  The  committee  think 
it  best  that  congress,  after  providing  the  standards 
of  weights  and' measures,  and  furnishing  morlels  of 
them  to  ever}'  slate  ,  should  leave  it  to  the  laws  of 
the  several  states  to  enf<  rce  their  use  by  persons 
who  are  not  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  In 
the  custom  houses  and  land  offices  the  measures 
aud  weights  may  be  provided  from  the  same  funds, 
and  under  the  same  authority,  wliich  have  been 
hiiherio  employed.  The  committee  suppr>se  it  ne- 
cessary only  to  provide  for  such  a  distribution  of 
models  as  may  make  it  easy  to  verify  the  weigiits 
and  measures,  winch  may  be  used  by  either  puhJic 
offict-rs  or  in  private  transactions.  It  was  proposed 
by  a  former  committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, in  a  report  made  in  Jan.  1819,  that  the  rela- 
tions between  the  different  standards  should  be  ac- 
curately ascertained  and  declared  in  the  law  which 
should  establish  them.  It  was  observed  that  "the 
determination  of  the  proportions  between  lineal 
measures  and  measures  of  capacity,  and  between 
both  these  and  weights,  may  have  some  effect  in  en- 
abling us  to  detect,  without  too  difficult  a  process, 
the  defects  of  measures  of  capacity,  and,  possibly, 
of  weights  in  common  use.  F'or  this  purpose  it 
would  perhaps  be  convenient  to  establish,  not  mere- 
ly the  cubical  contents  of  the  common  measures  of 
capacity,  but  to  fix  determinate  forms  for  all  these, 
and  demensions,  whose  correctness  migiit  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  common  measures  of  length. 

But  the  relations  between  the  standards  cannot 
be  ascertained  with  that  absolute  certainty  which 
should  be  exacted  in  a  law  fixing  permanent  stun- 
dards.  The  calculation  of  the  dimensions  of  vessels 
of  capacity  is  found,  even  by  the  most  practical  ar- 
tists, to  be  so  uncertain,  that  they  rely  entirely  upoij 
the  trials  b)  the  weight  of  water  which  they  contain. 
It  is  of  some  importance  that  the  fonns  of  measures 
of  capacity,  which  are  used  in  commerce,  should  be 
left  to  depent'  upon  the  material  or  the  art  whirli  it 
!  is  found  most  convenient  in  the  different  parts  of 
lour  country,  to  employ.  And,  in  fine,  those  rela- 
tions and  dimensions  which  is  useful  to  know,  will 
be  ascertained  by  philosophical  inquiry,  and  pub- 
lished in  books  of  easy  reference.  Indeed  they 
have  been  so. 

The  committee  have  proposed  to  establisli  but 

one  standard  of  weight.     It  will  be  necessary  that 

accurate  models  of  the  grain  and  ita  usual  multiples 

should  be  proved  lo  verify  the  weigh'.s  which  tre 

I  usesl  tor  the  preciou£  metals  and  for  medicine. 
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The  law  which  shall  establish  the  standard  pound, 
may  declare  the  grains  to  be  the  seven  thousandth 
part  of  the  pound,  as  frequent  and  careful  examina- 
ti-on  has  siiewn  it  to  be. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  resolutions.- 
Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rcpresenlutixtes 
of  the  United  States  of  Jlmerica  in  congress  assem- 
bled. That  tlie  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested,  (if  consent  of  the  government  of  Great 
I'ritain  shall  be  given  thereto),  to  cause  to  be 
traced  on  a  rod  of  platina,  the  yard  of  the  year 
1601,  which  is  kept  in  the  Hritish  exchequer;  to 
c;aUse  to  be  made  of  platina  a  pound  oi'the  weight 
in  vacuo  of  the  English  avoirdupois  pound,  and  that 
lie  also  cause  to  be  made,  of  whatever  material  he 
shall  deem  best  for  standards  of  those  measures,  a 
vessel  of  the  same  capacity  as  the  standard  Win- 
chester bushel;  and  also  a  vessel  of  the  same  capa- 
city as  the  standard  wine  gallon  of  England. 

Mesoh'ed,  Tliat  the  president  be  requested  to 
cause  to  be  made  for  disliibution  among  the  states 
and  territories,  and  for  the  purpose  of  verifying  the 
weiglits  and  measures  used  therein,  models  of  the 
yard,  on  which  shall  be  traces!  its  divisions  of  feet 
and  inches;  models  of  the  bushels,  lialf  bushel, 
quarter  bushel,  or  peck,  tliirty-second  part  of  a 
bushel,  or  quart;  models  of  the  wine  gallon,  of  the 
wine  quart  and  pint;  models  of  the  pound,  half 
pound,  quarter  pound,  of  the  16th  of  a  pound,  or, 
ounce,  of  tlie  seven  thousandth  part  of  a  pound,  or 
grain;  models  of  the  penny  weight,  or  twenty-four 
grains,  of  the  scruple  or  twenty  grains,  and  of  the 
apothecaries  dram,  or  sixty  grains;  models  of  the 
weight  of  twelve  and  half  pounds,  of  twenty-five 
pounds,  of  lifty  pounds,  and  of  one  hundred  pounds; 
that  these  models  of  weiglit  and  measure,  be  formed 
with  the  utmost  exactness  from  the  weights  and 
measure  s  procured  under  the  authority  of  the  fore- 
going resolution,  and  that  the  number  to  be  procur- 
ed of  each  model  sliall  not  exceed . 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 


British  West  Indies. 

Among  the  proceedings  of  congress  will  be  found 
a  report  of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations  of  the 
senate,  in  respect  to  the  restrictions  imposed  on 
the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  Hri- 
tish  West  India  colonies.  To  put  our  readers  in 
possession  of  another  view  of  the  subject,  we  pre- 
sent them  the  following  petition  of  the  assembly 
nf  Jamaica  to  the  king — which  represents  the 
wants  and  wishes  of  that  important  colony  in  very 
forcible  terms. 

St.  Jago  de  la  Vei^n,  Dec.  22,  1821. 

The  folhnving  address  to  his  majesty,  passed  the 
Iinnorabie  house  of  assembly  on  the   12lh  inst.  and 
lias  been  forwarded  by  the  packet: 
Jamaica,  ss. 

To  the  kimr^s  most  excellent  majesty. 
The  htimble  petition   of  the  assembly  of  .Tamaica. 

"We,  yo'ir  majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects, 
the  assembly  of  .lamaica,  humbly  present  to  your 
majesty's  consideration,  a  statement  of  the  distres- 
ses which  afllict  this  colony,  and  which,  we  cannot 
but  apprehend,  will  increase  to  its  destruction,  un- 
less through  your  majesty's  paternal  interference 
a  timely  remedy  is  applied.  We  lament  the  ne- 
cessity of  detailing  grievances  so  lately  complain- 
«;(!  of;  but  the  pressure  of  unmitig.ated  and  unre- 
dressed suil'ering,  compels  us  to  implore  the  royal 
attention  to  interests,  which  though  remote,  mate- 
rially concern  the  national  welfare.  The  principal 
gtiiple  commodity  of  the  West  Indies,  (sugar)  is 


"now  reduced  to  a  price  so  low,  as  to  be,  in  most 
instances,  inadequate  to  pay  the  duties  to  your 
majesty's  revenue,  the  charges  incurred  in  Great 
Hrilain,  and  tlie  expenses  of  cultivation.  The 
planter,  debarred  from  the  hope  of  profit,  sees 
his  industry  requited  by  accumulating  debt,  and 
the  prospect  of  utter  ruin  to  himself  and  his  cre- 
ditors. The  present  state  of  the  British  market 
will  give  tlie  price  of  hMy-seven  pounds  for  one 
ton  of  sugar  of  moderate  quality.  Of  this  sum, 
twenty-seven  pounds  are  p„id  for  customs,  fifteen 
pounds  are  deducted  to  defray  the  freight,  and 
other  British  charges,  and  the  small  portion  of  fif- 
teen pounds,  (not  amounting  to  three-cfevenths 
of  the  gross  produce)  remains  to  the  colonist,  as 
the  share  to  wliich  he  is  considered  entitled,  to  re- 
ward his  labor  and  risks,  pay  the  annual  expenses 
of  his  establishments,  and  the  profit  upon  the  large 
fixed  capital  he  necessarily  ompioys-.  Ko  assist- 
ance is  now  afiorded  by  the  manufacture  of  rum. 
to  defray  the  yearly  conlingencics  of  a  sugar  es- 
tate; the  market  price  of  that  article  being  une- 
qual to  pay  the  cost  of  manufacture  and  otiier  ex- 
penses. An  over  supplied  market  is,  we  fear,  not 
a  temporary  but  an  advancing  evil."  The  impor- 
tation of  sugar  from  the  East  Indies  for  home  con- 
sumption has  for  the  last  seven  years,  been  increas- 
ing, and  still  continues  to  increase.  The  addi- 
tional duty  imposed  upon  sugar  imported  from  the 
East,  has  been  proved  by  experience  to  have  been 
estimated  upon  fallacious  grounds,  and  not  to  have 
attained  the  object  of  full  protection  to  the  pro- 
duce of  the  West  India  colonies.  The  inhabitants 
of  this  island  humbly  press  upon  your  m;ijcsty's 
attention,  the  injustice  towards  the  old  colonies, 
of  any  invasion  of  their  right  to  an  exclusive  trade 
to  the  mother  country,  in  the  productions  of  their 
soil.  By  the  colonial  system,  established  by  Eng- 
land for  her  own  aggrandizement,  British  shipping 
and  British  seamen  are  exclusively  employed  in 
our  commerce.  No  article  of  European  growth 
or  manufacture  can  be  purchased  unless  imported 
from  the  mother  country,  which  obtains  the  bene- 
fit of  the  carrying  trade,  for  our  supply  and  dou- 
ble freights,  the  colonies  being  burthened  with  the 
increase  of  charge.  The  whole  of  our  produce  is, 
by  the  same  system,  sent  in  British  shipping  to  the 
markets  of  t!ie  mother  country,  and  a  nett  revenue 
of  three  million  and  a  half  of  duties  on  •jigar  alone, 
is  paid  to  support  the  government.  Fhe  value 
of  this  intercourse  is  felt  not  only  in  what  is  re- 
ceived from  the  colony,  but  in  what  the  colony 
makes  the  parent  state  produce  in  the  encourage- 
ment of  her  manufactures,  the  increase  of  her  po- 
pulation, and  the  employment  of  her  seamen. — Are 
we  not  entitled  to  an  advantage  in  return  of  this 
code  of  prohil)ition,  restraint  and  taxation?  The 
privilege  of  exclusively  supplying  the  mother 
country  with  our  staple  commodities,  is  the  equi- 
valent which  has  had  the  sanction  of  long  time  and 
mutual  recognition,  and  a  ratification  which  has 
been  designated  as  more  solemn  than  any  which 
an  act  of  parliament  could  confer.  We  .see  with 
dread  the  infringement  of  this  compact.  The  in- 
troduction of  sugar  fi-om  the  East  is  an  innovation 
of  comparatively  small  ad\antage,  and  much  less 
is  it  indispensable  to  that  part  of  the  empire,  but 
it  will  ensure  the  destruction  of  this. 

The  British  colonies  felt  the  injury  of  the  foreign 
slave  trade,  being  still  pursued  with  unabated  ar- 
dor. I'lie  markets  of  the  continent  are  nearly  en- 
grossed by  the  produce  of  foreign  colonies  culti- 
v;ited  by  laborers  cheaply  procured  from  Africa. 
And  at  the  s.inie  time,  the  continuance  of  the  war 
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duties,  and  the  insufficient  drawback  allowed  upon 
the  exportation  from  Great  Britain,  of  sugar  of  the 
British  West  Indies,  have  the  effects  of  a  bounty 
upon  the  cultivation  of  foreign  settlements,  and  a 
check  upon  those  of  England. 

Our  supplies  from  the  United  States  of  America 
of  lumber  and  provisions,  which  are  essentially 
serviceable  to  aid  the  natural  defects,  or  the  fail- 
ures of  our  climate  and  soil,  are  straitened  by  the 
total  interruption  of  that  trade.  The  regulated 
and  limited  commerce  which  the  laws  of  trade  and 
navigation  permitted  in  British  ships,  is  denied  to 
us  by  the  retaliatory  system  of  the  United  States. 
Provisions,  the  growth  of  the  United  States,  tra- 
vel to  us  when  introduced,  by  a  double  voyage  and 
at  an  expense  imnecessarily  enhanced.  By  this 
policy,  the  subjects  of  your  majesty  are  stinted  in 
their  supplies,  and  are  taxed,  while  the  benefit  is 
conferred  on  the  ships  of  Spain  and  America,  and 
on  Spanish  ports.  A  new  .system  of  intercourse 
upon  the  basis  of  mutual  benefit,  penniciitiff  the  im- 
portation in  Jlmerican  bottoms  of  the  products  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  the  exporls  of  our  staple  com- 
modities in  return,  would  afford  an  important  re- 
lief to  the  distresses  of  your  majesty's  colonies, 
and  have  the  advantage  of  opening  to  British  ships 
a  trade  from  which  they  are  now  excluded,  and 
it  may  net  be  irrelevant  here  to  observe,  that  the 
,\mericans  have  a  free  trade  for  sugars  to  the  East 
Indies,  while  they  are  precluded  taking  any  from 
us. 

The  dlscoiir.'xgement  of  our  industry,  our  crip- 
pled resources,  the  difficulty  of  raising  the  means 
in  addition  to  our  large  contribution,  to  the  reve- 
nue of  the  empire,  tor  supporting  the  troops  sent 
for  our  defence,  and  for  defraying  the  other  ex- 
penses of  our  insular  establishment,  are  grievances 
which  threaten  our  entire  ruin.  We  approach 
your  majesty's  throne  with  a  confidence  that  relief 
will  be  found,  and  that  your  majesty's  ministers 
will  receive  your  royal  command  to  propose  to  the 
consideration  of  parliament  such  measures  as  may 
restore  your  loyal  subjects  to  prosperity. 

Passed  the  assembly  the  2lst  day  of  Uecember, 
1821. 

(Signed)  DAVID  FiNIAYSON,  Speaker. 


Seventeenth  Congress — first  session. 

IN  THE  SET^ATE. 

JMnrch  15.  The  bills  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  define  admiralty 
jurisdiction,  were  severally  read  a  third  time,  pass- 
ed and  sent  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

Mr.  Thomas  made  an  imfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  some  persons  seeking  a  grant  of  land 
in  Florida,  to  establish  a  colony  to  cultivate  coffee, 
olives,  vines,  &c. 

Mr.  King,  of  New- York,  from  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations,  to  which  had  been  referred  a 
memorial  from  Stiuth  Carolina  and  one  from  Balti- 
more, praying  a  repeal  of  the  restrictions  on  the 
West  India  trade,  made  tlie  following  report: 

The  committee  on  foreign  relations,  to  whom 
Were  referred  the  memorial  of  H.  Appleby  and 
others,  of  the  Colleton  District,  South  Carolina, 
and  the  resolutions  of  the  chamber  of  commerce 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  for  the  repeal  of 
the  laws  closing  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
ugainst  British  vessels  employed  in  the  trade  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  British  colonies 
in  the  West  Indies,  report: 

That,  referring  to  the  period  between  the  com- 
pletion of  the  revplution  and  the  adoption  of  tlip 


constitution,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  embar- 
rassments of  the  agriculture,  trade,  and  navigation 
of  the  several  states  were  truly  ascribed  to  the 
want  of  power  in  congress  to  make  adequate  laws 
for  their  encouragement  and  protection;  and  no 
motive  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution, 
was  more  strongly  or  more  generally  felt  than  the 
opinion,  that  the  vesting  of  power  in  congress  to 
regulate  trade,  would  serve  to  promote  the  welfare 
and  prosperity  of  tiie  union. 

The  new  government,  under  the  constitution, 
very  soon  experienced  the  influence  created  by 
the  extraordinary  changes  that  were  taking  place 
in  France,  and  wliich,  in  the  sequel,  engaged  all 
Europe  in  arms. 

War  between  the  great  maritime  powers  invaria- 
bly produces  temporary  relaxations  of  their  laws 
respecting  the  trade  and  navigation  of  foreign  na- 
tions with  their  respective  territories.  The  sus- 
pension of  these  laws,  and  especially  of  such  of 
them  as  regulated  the  colonial  trade,  had  the  ef- 
fect of  giving  to  the  agriculture,  trade,  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  States,  the  advantages  which 
would  liave  been  given  to  them  by  a  system  of  free 
trade,  that  should  have  for  its  basis  the  equal  and 
reciprocal  benefits  of  all  nations. 

The  condition  of  neutrality  that  was  adopted  by 
the  United  States  during  tlie  wars  of  the  French 
revolution,  secured  to  every  commercial  nation 
benefits  which  a  peaceable  and  industrious  people 
are  able  to  afford  during  periods  of  great  public 
calamity;  and  our  example  during  these  wars,  i)as 
served  to  prove  that  justice  is  the  most  profitable, 
as  well  as  the  wisest  policy  of  nations. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  general  peace 
some  of  the  maritime  nations,  notwitlistanding  the 
doubts  that  have  been  raised  in  regard  to  the 
truth  of  the  former  theories  of  trade,  have  return- 
ed  to  and  resumed  their  ancient  commercial  policy; 
and,  in  consequence  thereof,  the  United  States 
have,  in  their  own  defence,  been  obliged  to  resort 
to  the  exercise  of  the  powers  to  regulate  trade 
vested  in  congress,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
and  cherishing  the  industry  and  navigation  of  the 
stales. 

Great  moderation  has  been  observed  by  the 
United  States  on  this  subject,  and  persevering  en- 
deavors  have  been  made  to  adjust,  by  treaty,  their 
commercial  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  and 
especially  with  England. 

So  far  as  respects  the  English  territories  in  En- 
rope  and  in  Asia,  the  intercourse  is  arranged  by  the 
treaty  of  1815;  but  this  treaty  contains  no  provision 
concerning  the  navigation  and  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Englisli  colonies  in  the  West 
Indies  and  Noith  America.  The  value  of  this  branch 
of  trade,  and  the  importance  of  .the  navigation  em- 
ployed in  the  same,  have  been  long  understood  by 
both  parties,  and  the  actual  embarrassment  thereof, 
which  now  exists,  cannot  be  ascribed  to  the  want  of 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates  to 
have  placed  the  same  on  a  fair  and  friendly  looting; 
but  it  continues  to  be  insisted  on  by  Eii;,'land,  that 
not  only  the  colonial  trade,  but  the  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  the.se  colonies,  ouglit  to  be 
considered  and  regulated  as  a  monopoly,  and  that 
foreign  nations  are  bound  to  respect,  and  with 
which  they  may  not  interfere. 

The  act  commonly  called  the  navigation  act  of 
England,  while  it  reserves  the  colonial  navigation 
exclusively  to  the  vessels  of  i",ni;land  and  her  colo- 
nies, opens  the  trade  between  Euglaiul  and  foreign 
nations  to  the  vessels  of  both,  subject  to  equal  and 
the  same  regulations. 
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The  colonial,  like  the  coasting  trade,  has  been 
treated  as  a  monopoly,  so  long-  as  the  same  was 
confined  to  the  navigation  between  territoi'ies  of 
the  same  nation;  but,  whenever  it  may  suit  the 
convenience  of  a  nation  to  open  a  trade  between 
lier  colonies  and  a  foreign  nation,  the  claim  to  treat 
this  trade  as  a  monopoly  is  without  just  authority, 
bemg  contrary  to  the  rights  of  such  foreign  nation, 
whicn,  within  its  own  dominions,  must  possess  au- 
Jjiority  to  make  such  regulations  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient. 

It  is  an  unwarrantable  extension  of  national  mo- 
nopolies, by  ex  parte  laws,  to  attempt  to  include 
the  navigation  of  a  foreign  nation  within  the  rules 
by  which  the  navigation  between  portions  of  the 
same  nation  is  governed.  If  this  may  be  done  be- 
tween the  colonies  and  a  foreign  nation,  it  may  ulso 
be  done  in  respect  to  the  navigation  between  any 
other  portion,  or  the  whole  of  the  territories  of  such 
nation  and  foreign  nations. 

England  allows  the  importation  of  lumber  and 
bread  stuffs,  from  the  United  States  into  the  colony 
of  Jamaica,   but  forbids  the  siime,  unless  the  im- 

fxirtation  be  made  in  English  vessels;  she  also  al- 
ows  the  importation  of  cotton  and  tobacco  from 
the  United  States  nito  England,  but,  with  equal 
right,  she  may  forbid  the  same,  unless  the  importa 
tions  be  made  in  English  vessels.  This  has  not  been 
dine  in  the  latter  cas(-,  and  there  would  oe  butorie 
sentiment  in  the  United  States  should  it  be  attempt- 
ed— yet,  in  tht-  former  case,  this  is,  and  has  been, 
the  law  ever  since  the  date  of  our  ind^'pendc-nce, 
and  it  may,  with  equal  right,  be  applied  to  Liver- 
pool as  to  Jamaica. 

After  long  endurance  and  fruitless  efibrts  to  ad- 
just this  question  by  treaty,  congress,  with  great 
unanimity,  have  passed  laws  to  countervail  the  re- 
strictions  imposed  by  England  upon  the  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  her  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies. 

England,  having  forbidden  the  importation  of 
supplies  from  the  United  States  into  her  West  In- 
dia colonies  in  American  vessels,  the  United  States, 
in  their  turn,  have  forbidden  the  exportation  of 
these  supplies  in  British  vessels:  the  two  restric- 
tions have  put  an  end  to  the  direct  intercourse,  and 
the  trade  is  carried  on  indirectly;  the  supplies  for 
these  colonies  being  carried  in  American  vessels 
from  the  United  States  to  the  Swedish  and  Danish 
Islands,  and  the  produce  of  the  English  West  In- 
dies being  brought  in  English  vessels  to  the  same 
islands,  and  there  exchanged  for  the  provisions  and 
lumber  of  the  United  States.  American  supplies 
are  also  sent  in  American  vessels  to  the  free  port 
of  Bermuda,  and  there  sold  for  cash;  and  flour,  in 
like  manner,  is  sent  from  the  United  States  to  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  as  well  as  to  the  port  of  Liverpool, 
and  from  these  places,  carried  in  English  vessels  to 
Jamaica  and  other  English  colonies  in  the  West 
Indies.  In  this  condition  of  our  navigation  and 
trade,  our  tonnage  continues  annually  to  increase, 
and  the  value  of  our  exports  exceeds  that  of  our 
imports. 

In  countries  of  great  extent,  and  whose  produc- 
tions are  various,  though  the  people  are  generally 
employed  in  similar  occupations,  new  regulations 
may,  for  a  time,  aft'ect  some  portions  of  the  coun- 
try more  than  others;  but  every  portion  soon  ac- 
commodates itself  to  the  new  regulation,  and  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  are,  in  a  sliort  time, 
certain  to  be  equalized  by  the  entire  freedom  witli 
which  every  branch  of  industry  is  prosecuted. 

It  was  on  account  of  this  diversity  of  products, 
and  of  the  different  manner  of  doing  bosiiiess  in 


the  several  states,  that  jealousies  formerly  existed 
between  them,  which  defeated  every  attempt  to 
establish  any  common  regulation  of  trade  under 
the  confederation — the  want  of  American  tonnage, 
sufficient  to  create  the  requisite  competition  in  the 
exports  of  the  country,  added  to  the  difficulties  of  ' 
this  period. 

But  as  the  national  tonnage  is'now  fully  eiifficient 
for  the  national  exports,  and  as  congress  have  ofieK- 
ed  to  all  nations  a  system  of  entire  equality  and 
freedom,  in  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
tliem  and  the  United  States,  the  time  has  come  in 
which  it  has  been  thought  to  he  due  to  the  welfare 
and  character  of  the  United  States  to  c  >iintervail 
the  regulations  which  so  long,  and  so  much  to  our 
disadvantage,  have  been  in:posed  by  England  Oft 
the  trade  and  navigation  between  the  United  States 
and  her  West  India  colonies. 

This  national  measure,  so  long  called  for  to  pro- 
tect the  ships  and  seamen  of  the  United  States, 
was  calculated  to  awaken  the  remnant  of  local 
jealousy  that  may  still  exist  among  us,  against  the 
iiifl'ience  of  which  we  may  with  confidence,  appeal 
to  the  character  and  necessity  of  the  law. 

B\  the  exclusion  of  Eaglish  vessels,  American 
vessels  are  employed  in  their  place,  and  whatever 
is  lost  to  the  former  is  gained  by  the  latter.  B\  re- 
voking the  countervailing  laws,  we  take  away  the 
profits  now  enjoyed  by  American  vessels,  and  give 
them  back  again  to  the  vessels  of  England,  and.  in 
so  doing,  gi-ant  a  bounty  to  foreign  ships  at  the  ex- 
pense cf  our  own. 

Navigation  and  maritime  industry,  for  a  peculiar 
reason,  call  for  national  protection:  for  the  art  of 
navigation  is  an  expedient  of  war,  as  well  as  of 
commerce;  and,  in  this  respect,  differs  from  every 
othtr  branch  of  industry.  Though  it  was  once 
doubted,  doubt  no  longer  exists,  that  a  navy  is  the 
best  defence  of  the  United  States — and  this  maxim 
IS  not  more  true  than  that  a  naval  power  never  !ia« 
existed,  and  can  never  exist  without  a  commer  ial 
marine;  hence,  the  policy  of  encouraging  and  pro- 
tecting the  ships  and  seamen  of  the  United  St:ites, 
In  the  commercial  differences  wiiich  arise  be- 
tween nations,  the  various  branches  of  industry  are 
differently  affected,  and  calculations,  founded  on 
the  supposed  interest  of  either  party,  being  often 
fallacious,  may  prove  to  be  uncertain  guides  in  the 
policy  of  nations,  wliile,  by  referring  every  ques 
tion  of  disagreement  to  the  honor  of  the  nation, 
in  the  purity  and  preservation  of  which,  every  out; 
is  alike  concerned,  a  standard  is  provided  that  can 
never  mislead. 

In  the  least  as  well  as  the  most  difficult  disputes, 
national  honor  is  the  safest  counsellor — and  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  public  injuries  long  endured 
invite  further  aggression,  and,  in  the  end,  degrade 
and  destroy  the  pride  and  safety  of  nations. 

In  respect  to  the  commercial  difference  which 
has  so  long  existed  between  the  United  States  and 
England,  tiie  claim  of  the  latter  exclusively  to  re- 
gulate the  intercourse  and  navigation  between  the 
United  States  and  her  West  India  colonies,  has 
affected  the  reputation  and  rights  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  public  honor  justifies  the  counter- 
vailing measures  adopted  on  this  subject;  to  recv^dc 
from  the  same  would  be  equivalent  to  their  final  « 
relinquishment,  and  v/ould  not  fail  to  encourage  the  , 
belief,  that  a  wrong  so  long  endured  would  no  long- 
er be  opposed,  and  that  further  aggressiiion  mighl 
be  made  witliout  resistance. 

It  must  be  always  remembered,  that  the  coun- 
tervailing measures  which  have  been  adopted  by 
congress  are  entirely  defensive;  and,  as  we  desire 
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to  concur  in  the  establishment  of  a  free  trade  with 
every  nation,  we  are  ready  to  abandon  the  restric 
tions  on  the  EngUsli  navigation,  as  soon  as  England 
manifests  a  disposition  to  give  up  tha  restrictionb 
wliich  she  was  the  first  to  impose  on  our  navigation: 
and  does  public  policy  require,  or  will  the  national 
honor  permit,  that  we  should  do  so  sooner?  With 
these  views,  the  committee  submit  tiie  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  f'ori'i^n  relations  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  conaidi-ratioii  of  the  petition  of  R.  Appleby 
and  others,  of  Colleton  district.  South  Carolina,  and  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  cliamber  of  commerce  of  Raltiuiore,  praying  for  the 
repeal  of  the  laws  imposing  restrictions  on  English  vessels  em- 
Vioyed  in  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  Englisli 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies. 

The  remainder  ot  this  day  was  occupied  in  con 
sidering  a  private  claim  and  in  executive  business. 

March  18.  Mr.  JoUnson,  of  Ky.  rtpoi  ted  the  fol- 
lowing bill: 

A  Bill  to  prevent  war  atnong  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  terri- 
torial limits  of  the  tlnited  States. 
Be  it  enactetl,  by  the  senate  and  hmise  of  representatives  of  the 
Vnitetl  States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled,  That  the  presi- 
.  dent  of  the  United  States  bf ,  aud  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  take 
such  measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient  and  preper,  to  prevent 
war  among  the  various  Indian   tribes  within  the  limits  of  the 
Unitetl  States,  by  employing  the  niiliwiy  force,  or  otherwise. 

The  senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and  so  remained  until  theusual 
hour  of  adjournment. 

March  19.  iVIr.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  obtained  leave 
and  repotted  a  hill  to  establish  a  national  armory 
on  the  western  waters. 

Many  hills,  chiefly  of  a  private  nature,  were  or- 
deted  to  be  read  atiiird  time,  and  shall  be  noticed 
OH  their  passage. 

jMiirch  20.  The  president  laid  before  the  senate 
a  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  the 
petition  which  had  been  referred  to  him,  of  gen. 
Lefebre  Desnoettes,  and  otliers,  French  emigrants 
in  Alabama,  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  vine 
and  the  olive,  prayinga  modification  of  their  graiit; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

The  report  of  the  committee  unfavorable  to  the 
petition  of  J.  de  Yillier,  of  Louisiana,  clultning  da- 
mages to  the  amount  of  19,250  dollars,  as  sustamed 
by  cutting  the  levee  and  inundating  his  plantation 
in  December,  1814  was,  afterconsiderable  debate, 
adopted,  by  a  large  majority,  on  the  groimd  that  the 
injury  was  done  in  the  necessary  operations  of  war. 

Among  the  bills  passed  this  day,  was  one  to  au- 
thorize the  cutting  of  a  canal  Ihrougii  the  public 
lands  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  to  connect  the  river  of 
that  name  with  the  waters  of  lake  Michigan.     - 

Mr,  Johnson,  of  Ky.  laid  on  the  table  the  follow- 
ing resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  he  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  vesting  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
>vith  special  authority,  by  law,  todisposeof  the  special  deposite  in 
the  tr.-asiiry  of  the  United  States,  and  to  liquidate,  upon  the  best 
terms  in  his  power,  Willi  banks  and  individuals,  all  debts  which  he 
may  ascertain  to  be  doubtful. 

'I'he  senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
executive  business;  after  which  they  adjourned. 

nODSE  OF  IIEPUESENTATITF.S. 

Friday,  March  15.  Mr.  JVc-.vton,  of  Va.  from  the 
committee  on  that  part  of  the  president's  message 
which  relates  to  our  commercial  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  and  the  various  petitions  on  the 
subject  of  commercial  restrictions,  (so  called),  made 
a  report,  which,  on  motion  of  ;Mr.  N.  was  committed; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cushman,  2,000  extra  copies 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[This  report,  which  is  of  great  length,  (105  quar- 
to pages),  concludes  with  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved,  That  the  act  concerning  navigation,  passed  the  IStli 
ol  April,  1818,  and  the  act  supplementary  to  rbcati  cBoccxnincia- 


vigation,'passPd  the  15th  May,  1820;  and.  also,  the  act  laying  a  ton- 
nageduiy  on  French  vessels,  passed  the  ISih  of  May,  1820.  made 
necessary  to  countervail  the  restrictive  systems  ol  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  lor  the  protection  of  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  from  injuries,  are  still,  and,  as  long  as 
those  adversary  systems  shall  continue,  must  be  ueci  ssary  to  pro- 
tt  ct  from  injuries  the  same  great  interests  and  ought  not  to  be 
repealeil. 

Resolx^ed,  That  the  government  of  the  United  States,  having 
niMformly  declared  and  avowed  it^  attachment  to  the  principles  of 
five  commerce,  and  having,  in  the  treaties  wliicli  it  lias  formed  and 
agreed  to,  with  foreign  nations,  and,  in  its  relative  acts,  adhertdto 
them,  should  be  the  last  to  abandon  them,  and,  especially,  at  a 
lime  when  every  just  and  enlightened  nation  is  conforming  it* 
commercial  policy  to  an  accordance  with  those  principles  ] 

A  number  of  leporis  on  private  claims  were  re- 
ceived. 

On  the  report  of  Mr.  Blucklcdge,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  public  buildii.gs,  the  iiouse  agreed  to  a 
resolution  to  try  the  elfeet  of  an  experiment  to  ren  > 
der  the  hall  more  suitable  for  the  pui  poses  of  a  tie- 
liberative  assembly;  to  wit,  "by  throwing  canvass, 
or  other  cloth,  across  the  base  of  the  dome,  at  t!ie 
springing  of  the  arch,  so  as  to  exclude  tlie  dome." 

['i'o  allow  time  for  this  experiment,  the  house, 
when  it  lose,  adjourned  to  Muulay.] 

On  mtitionof  Mr.  S!oan,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Philip  Reed,  who  contests  the  election  of  Jere- 
miah Cosden  returned  a  member  of  tills  honscT  be  permitted  t« 
appear  within  the  bur  and  lie  heard  in  support  of  his  petition  dur- 
ing the  discussion  of  the  report  of  the  connuittee  of  elections  oa 
suid  petition. 

Mr.  Mercer  laid  on  the  table  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  standing  rules  ot" 
the  hiiuse;  ''riKit,  after  ;iny  bill  or  resolution  shall  have  been  de- 
bated for  more  than  three  hours,  in  each  of  three  successive  days, 
either  in  eoinmltiee  of  the  whole  or  in  tlie  house,  unless  sueh  bill 
or  resoluiion  shall  have  been  tiiially  dis;;osedof.  no  motion  for  the 
comniittee  to  rise,  or  the  house  to  adjuuru,  shall  be  in  order  befosti 

o'clock. 

[The  house,  on  the  following  day,  refused  to  con- 
der  the  resoi-.ition — a}  es  47,  nots  35.] 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  who|le,  (Mr.  Butler  in  the  cliaii),  on  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  oi'elections,  on  '.he  memorial 
of  Philip  Itced,  contesting  the  election  of  Jeremiah 
Cosden,  returned  as  one  of  the  representatives  ot 
the  present  congress  from  the  state  of  Maryland. 

This  report,  after  an  exaniinaiion  of  the  state- 
ments of  the  two  parties,  and  tiie  evidence  by  wliich 
they  were  sustained,  con-.es  to  the  following  con- 
clusion: 

"From  a  full,  attentive  and  deliberate  examin.i- 
tion  of  the  case,  in  all  its  points  and  bearings,  the 
committee  are-  impelled  to  the  conclnsion,  that  the 
sitting  member  cannot,  consistent  with  tiie  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  be  allowed  to  retain  a 
seat  in  this  house,  under  the  proceedings  of  the 
governor  and  council  of  Maryland.  'IMiat  the  testi. 
mony  in  relation  to  the  two  votes  n  jected  in  dis- 
trict No.  1,  of  Kent  county,  proves  that  these  tic 
'  kets  were  not  fraudulent,  and  that  they  ought  to 
,  have  been  counted  at  the  poll  of  the  memorialist, 
[for  whom  they  were  given;  and  that  the  vote  al- 
lowed to  him  in  district  Ni.  2,  in  Ccecil  county, 
ought  to  be  deducted  from  his  poll,  as  being  clearly 
an  illegal  vote.  Therefore,  by  adding  to  the  poll 
of  Philip  Reed,  the  memorialist,  two  votes  impro- 
perly rejected  in  Kent  county,  and  deducting  one 
therefrom,  for  that  imj)roper!y  allowed  in  Corcil 
county,  he  will  have  a  majority  of  one  vote  over 
the  sitting  member. 

The  following  resolutions  are  submitted: 

Resolved,  That  Jeremiah  Cosden  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  tbi» 
house. 

Resolved,  That  Philip  Reed  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  house.* 

But  the  most  important  part  of  the  reasoning  on 
which  this  report  is  founded,  is  the  ibliowing: 

♦''i'he  committee,  bt-ingof  opinion  that  the  power 
thus  virtually  exercised  by  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil of  Maryland,  in  appointing  a  representative  tt> 
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the  congress  of  the  United  States,  (by  castinp^  lots 
where  each  of  the  candidates  had  an  equal  number 
of  votes),  is  contrary  to  the  exjiress  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  and  one  whicli  this  house  cannot 
sanction,  have  no  liesitation  in  rejecting  tlie  official 
statement  of  the  pi-oceedings  in  the  case  as  evi- 
dence of  the  right  of  the  sitting  member  to  a  seat 
in  this  house." 

The  report  having  Ijcen  read. 

Mr.  Cosikn  rose  and  supported  his  title  so  the 
seat  in  a  speech  of  considtrable  length,  to  which 
Mr.  Jleed  replied— when,  it  i>ting  n.arly  4  o'clock, 
the  committee  rose  and  had  leine  to  sit  again,  Sec. 

Monday,  Jffarch  18.  Mr.  Batcman,  from  the  com- 
mittee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  directing  wnd  inquiry  into 
tlie  practicablify  of  detecting  thefts  and  punishing 
the  frauds  and  robberies  of  the  mail,  reported,  in 
part,  recommending  the  iiitroduction,  by  way  of 
trial,  of  Richard  Inilaj's  plan  of  inclosing  the  mail 
in  copper  cases,  secured  in  iion  cliesis  with  inside 
]ocks  and  sliding  bars,  which  report,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  B.  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cucke  laid  on  the  table  the  ibllowing  resolu- 
tions: 

Sesclreil,  That  Xho  act  of  the  2(1  M:i;-cli,  1?21,  to  rec'uce  and  fix 
the  militarv  peace  establislini>'nt  of  the  United  States,  ws%  imt  in- 
tended to  auihorize  the  pvesider.t  of  the  United  States  to  dismiss 
otfiftrs  then  in  sevvice,  and  introduce  others  of  the  same  ^rade 
into  the  army. 

Besii'veri,  That  tlie  dismission  of  hi-pvet  brii^dier  (^"n.  Dani;;! 
I'liss-  II,  colonel  of  the  1st  ivpjiineiit  ol'  infantry,  and  of  Joseph  L. 
ISmitli,  colonel  of  the  3d  refioient  of  infantry,  as  snperinimaries, 
sn.l  the  creation  ol  three  nnv  cnlonvls,  fi  wit;  I'owson,  Fenwick. 
and  l-iiitl'T.  on  the  Ist  of  .hiiie,  ISil,  wms  not  anthorized  by  tiie 
t,  ims  or  by  the  spirit  of  the  act  of  tbr  21'.  of  March.  1821. 

Rcsolvtii,  Ihi^t  ilie  :"p'|>oiiitnitiit  o!  cnionel  Janies  Gadsden  to  the 
ofiic'  ot  adjutant  1^  n^ral  of  the  Uiiit-d  States'  army,  and  the  dis- 
mission of  coloiif  Is  Bniltraiid  Jones  from  that  office,  was  nut  jus 
fled  hy  the  act  of  the  H\  ot  March.  1S21. 

ResiSvcd,  1  hat  thetransfir  ot  limt.  col.  AViUiam  Lindsay,  frnai 
the  "ill  regiment  of  infantry  to  the  3d  regiment  of  artillery,  after 
the  Isl  of  June,  1821,  was  contrary  to  the  reRnlaiioiis  for  the  c-o- 
vernmrnt  of  the  army  ot  the  United  Slates,  and  not  authorized  by 
thet'^rms  and  spirit  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821. 

Resohfi,  TI);U  it  is  the  dnty  ot" congress,  upon  national  prlnci- 
pl'  s  ai;d  cnnsid'  ralii.ns,  to  protect  each  oliicer  and  soldier  of  the 
arOiy,  in  the  enjojmeiit  of  his  It  gal  and  constitutioHal  rights. 

Mr.  Cdcke  fliotignt  tiiat  ilie  subject  embraced  by 
the  resohitions  v.  as  o>ie  wliich  involved  the  inferi.st 
of  the  country,  and  he,  therefore,  moved  tbat  they 
be  la'.d  oti  the  table  and  printed. 

Some  altercation  ensued — Mr.  Jfriffht  thought 
the  house  had  business  enougli  to  do  witlinut  in- 
terfering with  the  duties  of  another  branch  of  the 
legiflature.  The  spcuker  remarked,  that  a  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  wa.s  not  debateable.  Mr.  Coctf 
fiaid  he  had  a  right  to  lay  it  on  the  ta!)le  as  he  liad 
proposed.  Tlie  speaker  thought  it  was  a  prnpc-r 
occasion  to  put  the  question  tor  consideration.  Mr. 
Cocke  inquired  by  what  rule  he  was  deprived  of 
the  rigiit  to  lay  a  resohition  on  the  tabhe.  The 
speaker  quoted  a.  rule — the  question  of  considera- 
tion was  put  and  c.irried;  ayes  62,  noes  55 —  and 
the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  as  requested 
by  Mr.  Cocke. 

After  other  business,  which  shall  be  noticed  in 
its  progress  asnccessary,  the  house  went  into  com- 
mittee of  tl>e  whole  on  tite  contested  election  of 
Messrs.  Heed  and  Codsdt  n. 

Mr.  Jfced  resamed  h\>  remarks,  and  Mr.  Coatlai 
replied.  Mr.  &'t'jiiite  explained  the  vicw^s  of  the 
committee  who  reported  the  bill.  Several  other 
gentlemen  sp(;ke  on  tlie  subject,  when,  at  4o'cl"ck, 
the  question  was  taken  upon  tlie  first  resolution 
"that  Jereminli  Cosden  is  iiot  csititlt-d  to  a  seat  in 
the  liouse,"  and  deciiled  tn  afHrmance  of  the  same. 
Ayes  92. 

Mr.  F.  JriJtT.son,  of  Ky.  inquired  whetlier  this 
decision  would  involve  a  determination  of  the  2d 


resolution,  or  whether  it  would  not  again  send  the 
resolution  back  to  tlie  people.'  Before  a  distinct 
reph'  was  made  to  tlie  tjuestion— 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  amend  the  2d  resolution  as 
reported  by  die  committee,  (in  relation  to  the 
right  of  gen.  Reed  to  a  seat),  by  inserting  the  word 
•'not"  between  tlie  word  "is"  and  the  wortl  "en- 
titled," thereby  negativing  the  title  of  either  to 
a  seat. 

The  question  was  taken  thereon,  and  carried — 
ayes  72,  nays  63. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  its  pro- 
ceedings, on  which  the  hou^a  concurred  witli  the 
amendment  denying  the  right  of  .Mr.  llced  to  the 
seat  which  he  claims — yeas  73,  nays  71. 

Mr.  Taylor  observed,  that  the  vote  being  so  near- 
ly equal,  and  so  many  members  absent,  be  thoiigiit 
it  but  justice  that  the  ultimate  question  should  be 
taken  in  a  more  full  house — and,  on  his  motion,  at 
naif  past  5  o'clock,  the  house  a  Ijourned. 

Tuesday,  .March  19.  Mr.  J\'eivion,  from  the  com- 
mitteeon  commerce,  reported  a  bill  granting  car- 
tain  privileg'cs  to  steam  ships  and  vessels  owned  by 
incorporated  compjinies,  (the  same  as  now  belong 
'o  such  vessels  b'doug'.Dg  to  individuals),  whicli 
W.1S  twice  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Rjis^ell,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  president's  mes- 
sage on  the  subject  of  recognizing  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  South  American  governments,  made 
the  following  repnrt: 

The  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  to  which 
were  referred  tlte  message  of  the  president,  con- 
cerning the  recognition  of  the  late  Spanish  pro- 
vinces in  America,  and  the  documents  therewith 
communicated,  having  examined  tiie  same  with  the 
most  profound  attention,  unanimously  report: 

■J'luit  the  provinces  of  Buenos  Ayres,  after  hav- 
ing',  from  the  year  1810,  proceeded  in  their  revo- 
lutionary movements  witliotit  any  obstacle  from 
the  government  of  Spain,  formally  declared  their 
independence  of  tliat  government  in  1816.  After 
various  intestine  commotions,  and  external  colli- 
sions, those  provinces  now  enjoy  domestic  tran- 
r[uiliity,  and  good  understanding  with  all  their 
neighl)ors:  and  actually  exercise,  without  opposi- 
tion from  within,  or  the  fear  of  annoyance  irom 
without,  all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty. 

The  provinces  of  Venezuela  and  New  Grenada, 
after  having,  scjiai-ately,  declared  their  indepen- 
dence, sustained,  for  a  period  of  more  than  ten 
years,  a  desolating  war  against  the  armies  of  Spain, 
and  having  severally  attained,  by  their  triumph 
over  those  armies,  the  object  for  which  they  con- 
'endcd,  united  themselves,  on  the  I9th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1819,  in  one  nation,  under  the  title  of  *'The 
IJeoubhc  of  Colombia  " 

The  llepublic  of  Colombia  has  now  a  well  or- 
ganized govcrnmfnt,  instittited  by  the  free  will  of 
its  citizens,  and  exercises  all  tlie  functions  of  sove- 
reignty, fearless  alike  of  internal  and  foreign  ene- 
mies;. Tlie  small  remnant  of  the  numerous  armie-s, 
commissioned  to  preserve  the  supremacy  of  the 
parent  state,  is  now  blockaded  in  two  fortresses, 
where  it  i.s  innoxio'.is,  and  where,  deprived,  as  it 
is,  of  hope  of  sur.cuur,  it  must  soon  surrender  at 
discretion;  when  tlsis  event  siiall  have  occurred, 
there  will  not  remain  a  vestige  of  foreign  power 
in  ail  t!iat  invn  use  ret)ublic,  containing  between 
three  and  four  mi!'if)iis  of  inhabitants. 

The  province  of  (yhiii,  since  it  declared  i's  inde- 
pendeaccj  in  the  year  1818,  has  been  in  the  con- 
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stant  and  unmolested  enjoyment  of  the  sovereign- 
ty  which  it  then  assumed. 

The  province  of  Peru,  situated  like  Chili,  be- 
yond the  Andes,  and  bordering  on  the  Pacific 
ocean,  was.  for  along  timv,  deterred  from  making 
any  effectual  eti'ort  for  independence  by  the  pre- 
sence of  an  imposnig  military  force,  which  Spain 
had  kept  up  in  that  country.  It  was  not,  there 
fore,  until  the  12th  of  June,  of  the  lust  year,  that 
its  capital,  the  city  of  Lima,  capitulated  to  an  ar 
my,  chiefly  composed  of  troops  from  Cuenos  Ayres 
and  Chili,  under  the  command  of  general  San 
Martin.  The  greatest  part  of  the  royal  troops 
which  escaped  on  that  occasion,  retreated  to  tiio 
mountains,  but  scon  left  them  to  return  to  the 
coast,  there  to  join  the  royal  garrison  in  the  for- 
tress of  Call.u).  The  surrender  of  that  fortress, 
soon  after,  to  the  American?;,  may  be  regarded  as 
the  termination  of  the  war  in  that  quarter. 

When  the  people  of  Peru  found  themselves,  by 
this  event,  free  to  express  their  will,  they  most 
unequivocally  fxpr;-ssed  in  favor  of  independence, 
and  with  an  unanimity  and  eiUhusiasm  which  have 
no  where  been  excelled, 

Tlie  revolution  in  ^!exico  has  been  somewhat 
different  in  its  character  and  progress,  from  the 
revolutions  in  the  other  Spanish  American  pro- 
vince;?, and  its  result,  in  respect  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  its  internal  government,  has,  also,  not  been 
precisely  the  same.  Independence,  hov.ever,  has 
been  as  emphatically  declared  and  as  practically 
established,  since  the  24lh  of  August  last,  by  the 
•'.Mexican  empire,"  as  ever  it  has  been  by  the  re- 
publics of  the  south;  and  her  geographical  situa- 
tion, her  population  and  her  resources,  eminently 
qualify  her  to  maintain  the  i.idependence  whicli 
she  has  thus  declared  and  now  actually  enjoys. 

Such  are  the  facts  which  have  occupied  the  at- 
tention of  your  committee,  and  which,  in  their  opi 
iiion,  irresiblably  prove,  that  the  nations  of  .Mexico, 
Colombia,  Buenos  Ayres,  Peru  and  Ciiili,  in  Spa- 
nish America,  are  in  fact  independent. 

It  now  remains  for  your  committee  to  examine 
the  right  and  the  expediency,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  of  recognizing  the  independence 
wliicii  those  nations  have,  thus  cflectually  acliicv- 
ed. 

In  this  examination,  it  cannot  he  necessary  to 
inquire  into  the  riglit  of  the  people  of  Spanish 
America,  «'to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which 
have  connected  them  with  another,  and  to  assume, 
among  the  powers  of  the  earth  that  separate  am: 
equal" station  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  o^ 
nature's  Gm\  entitle  them."  The  riglit  to  change 
the  political  institutions  of  the  state  has,  indeed, 
been  exercised  equally  by  Spain  and  by  her  colo- 
nies;  and  for  us  ta  deny  to  tlie  people  of  Spariish 
America  the  right  to  independence,  on  the  prin- 
ciples which  alone  sanction  it  here,  would  be  vir- 
tually to  renounce  our  own. 

'I'lie  political  right  of  this  nation  to  acknowledge 
their  independence,  without  oll'ending  others,  does 
not  depend  on  its  justice,  but  on  its  actual  estab 
lishment.  To  justify  such  a  recognition,  by  us,  it 
is  necessary  only  to  shew,  as  is  already  sufficiently 
shown,  that  the  people  of  Spanish  America  are, 
within  their  respective  limits,  exclusively  sove- 
reign; and  thus,  in  fact,  independent.  With  them, 
as  with  every  other  govcinment  possessisg  and 
exercising  the  power  of  making  w.ir,  the  United 
States,  in  common  with  all  nations,  have  the  right! 
of  concerting  the  terms  of  mutual  peace  and  inter- 
riourse.  ! 

M'ho  is  the.  rijfhffiil soTerei^n  of  s  C«i7Titry,  is  not; 


aji  inquiry  permitted  to  foreign  nations,  to  whom 
it  is  competent  only  to  treat  with  "the  powers  that 
be." 

There  is  no  difference  in  opinion,  on  this  point, 
among  the  writers  on  public  law;  and  no  diversity, 
with  respect  to  it,  in  the  practice  of  civilized  na- 
tions. It  is  not  necessary,  here,  to  cite  authority 
for  a  doctrine  familiar  to  all  who  paid  the  slightest 
attention  to  the  subject;  nor  to  go  back,  for  its 
practical  illustration,  to  the  civil  wars  between  the 
houses  of  York  and  Lancaster.  Long  since,  the 
chiefs  of  those  conflicting  houses,  alternately  tri- 
umphed and  ruled,  and  were  alternately  obeyed  at 
home  and  recognised  abroad,  according  as  they, 
successively,  exercised  the  powers  without  demon- 
strating the  right— monarchies  have  become  com- 
monwealths or  republics,  and  powerful  usurpers 
have  been  recognized  by  foreign  nations,  in  pre- 
ference to  legitimate  and  powerless  pretenders. 
Modern  history  is  replete  with  instances  in  point. 
Have  we  not,  indeed,  within  the  brief  period  of 
our  own  remembrance,  beheld  governments  vary 
their  form.s,  and  change  their  rulers,  according  to 
the  prevailing  pov.er  or  passion  of  the  moment^ 
aiid  doing  so  in  virtue  of  the  principle  now  in 
question,  without  materially  and  lastingly  aHecting 
their  relations  with  other  governments.''  Have  we 
not  seen  the  emperors  and  kings  of  yesterday,  re- 
ceive, on  the  tluones  of  exiled  sovereigns,  who 
claimed  the  r'ght  to  reign  there,  the  friendly  em- 
bassies  of  other  powers,  with  whom  those  exiled 
sovereigns  had  sought  an  asylum — and  have  we 
not  seen  to  day  those  emperors  and  kings,  thus 
courted  and  recognized  yesterday,  reft  of  their 
sceptres,  and,  from  a  mere  change  of  circumstan- 
ces,  not  of  right,  treated  as  usurpers  by  their  suc- 
cessors, who,  in  their  turn,  have  been  acknowledg- 
ed and  caressed  by  the  same  foreign  powers? 

The  peace  of  the  world,  and  the  independence 
of  every  member  of  the  great  political  family,  re- 
quire  that  each  should  be  the  exclusive  judge  of  its 
own  internal  proceedings,  and  that  the  fact  alone 
siiouid  be  regarded  by  foreign  nations.  "Even 
svhen  civil  war  breaks  the  bonds  of  socierv  and  of 
government,  or,  at  least,  suspends  their  force  and 
efFcct,  it  gives  birth  in  the  nation  to  two  indepen- 
dent  parties,  wiio  regard  each  other  as  enemies, 
and  acknowledge  no  common  judge."  It  is  of  ne- 
cessity, therefore,  that  these  two  parties  should  he 
consiiiertd,  by  foreign  staf'.s,  as  two  distinct  and 
intlepcndent  ui.lions.  'I'o  consider  or  treat  them 
otherwise,  would  be  to  interfere  in  tlieir  domestic 
concerns,  to  deny  them  the  rigiit  to  manage  their 
own  affairs  in  their  own  way,  and  to  violate  the  es- 
sential attributes  of  their  respective  sovereignty.— 
For  a  nation  to  be  entitled,  in  respect  to  foreign 
states,  to  the  enjoyment  of  these  attributes,  ••and 
to  figure  directly  in  the  great  political  society,  it 
issuthcient  that  it  is  really  sovereign  and  indepen- 
dent:'that  is,  that  it  governs  itself  by  its  own  autho- 
rity and  laws."  The  people  of  Spanish  America 
do.  notoriously,  so  govern  themselves,  and  the 
r'.ght  of  the  United  States  to  recognize  the  govern- 
ments, which  they  have  instituted,  is  incgntestible. 
.\  doubt  of  the  expediency  of  such  a  recogiutinn 
can  be  suggested  only  by  the  apprehension" that  it 
may  injuri' usiy  alftct  our  peaceful  and  friendly  re- 
lations with  the  nations  of  the  otlier  hemi*|)here. 
Can  such  an  apprehension  be  well  founded.'' 
Have  not  all  tiiose  nations  practically  .sanctioned, 
within  t!ie  last  thirty  years,  tlie  very  principle  on 
which  we  now  propose  to  act;  or  have  tliey  ever 
complained  of  one  anotlier,  or  of  us,  for  actino-  o;i 
that  principle.' 
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No  nation  of  Europe,  excepting'  Spain  herself, 
has,  hitherto,  opposed  force  to  the  independence 
of  Spanish  America  Some  of  those  nations  have 
not  only  constantly  maintained  commercial  and 
friendly  intercourse  with  them,  in  every  stage  of 
the  revolution,  but  indirectiyandefflcientlj',  though 


doubled  or  misunderstood,  that  ought  to  be  ascrib- 
ed the  hesitation  of  this  government,  until  now, 
to  yield  to  the  claims  of  Spanish  America,  altliough 
these  claims  were  in  perfect  accordance  with  our 
own  principles,  feelings  and  interests.  Having 
thus  forborne  to  act,  even  at  the  hazard  of  having 


not  avowedly,  aided  them  in  the  prosecution  of  their  j  those   principles  and  feelings   misunderstood  on 
great  object.     To  these  the  acknowledgment  by  }  this  side   of   the   Atlantic,  we  have,  as  your  com 
the  United  States,  oftlie  attainment  of  that  object. 


must  be  s:itisfactor)'. 

To  the  sther  nations  of  Kurope,  who  have  regard- 
ed the  events  occurring  in  Spanish  America,  not 
only  without  interference,  but  with  apparent  indif- 
ference, such  an  acknowledgement  ought  not  to  be 
otiV.isive. 

The  nations  who  have  thus  respectively  favored 
or  never  opposed,  the  Spanish  American  people, 
dtiring  their  active  struggle  for  independence,  can- 
not, it  is  believed,  regard  with  dissatisiiiction  the 
formal  recognition  of  that  independence  by  a  na- 
tion, which,  while   that  struggle  lasted,  has  reli- 
giously observed,  towards  both  conflicting  parties, 
all  the  duties  of  neutrality.     Your  committee  are, 
therefore,  of  opinion,  that  we  have  a  right  on  this 
occasion,  confidently  to  expect,  from  what  these 
nations  have  done  or  foreborne  to  do,  during  the 
various  fortunes  oftlie  civil  war  which  has  terminat- 
ed, that  they  will  frankly  approve  the  course  of  po- 
licy which  the  U.  States  may  now  think  proper  to 
adopt  in  relation  to  tht  successful  party  in  that  war. 
It  surely  cannot  be  reasonably  apprehended,  that 
nations  who  have  thus  been  the  tranquil  spectators, 
the  apparent  well-wishers,  if  not  the  efficient  sup- 
porters of  this  party,  and  who  have  not  made  the 
faintest  attempt  to  arrest  its  progress  or  to  pre- 
vent its  success,  should  be  displeased  with  a  third 
power,  for  merely  recognizing  the  governments, 
which,  owing  to  that  success,  have  thus  been  vir- 
tually permitted,  or  impliedly  approved,  in  acquir- 
ing the  undisputed    and  exclusive   control  of  the 
countries  in   which  they   are    established.     It  is 
therefore,  on  the  consistency,  as  well  as  on  the  jus- 
lice  of  these  nations  of  Europe,  that  we  may  confi- 
dently rely,  that  the  simple  recognition,  on  the  part 
of  the  Unftcd  States,  of  the  necessary  eifectof  what 
has  already  been  done,  will  not  be  considered  as  a 
just  cause  of  complaint  against  them;  while  the  in- 
terested and  immediate  agt  nts,  who  have  been  di- 
rectly and  actively  engaged  in  producing  that  ef- 
fect, have  neither  been  opposed  nor  censured. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  instead  of  seriously 

apprehending  that  the  recognition,  by  the  United 

States,  of  the  independence  of  Spanish  America, 

will  be  unacceptable   to  these    nations,  are    not 

without  hope,  that  they  may    practically  approve 

it,  by  severally   adopting  a  similar  me.asure      It  is 

not,  indeed,   unreasonable  to   sui9pose,  that  those 

governments   have,  like  this,  waited  only  for  the 

evidence  of  facts  which  might  not  only  suffice  to 

justify  them,  under  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations, 

butto  satisfy  Spain  herself,  that  nothing  has  been 

prematurely  done,  or   which  could  juslily  offend 

her  feelings,  or  be  considered  as  inconsistent  with 

her  rights'.  As  their  motives  for  not  having  hitherto 

recognized  the  independence  of  Spanish  America, 

may  thus  be  supposed  to  have  been  analogous  to 

our  own,  it  is  permitted  to  presume  that  the  facts 

and  reasons  which  have  prevailed  on  us  no  longer 

to  hesitate,  will,  confirmed  as  they  are  by  our  ex- 

.imple,  have  a  like  influence  on  them. 

No  nation  can  entertain  a  more  sincere  defer 
cnce  for  the   feelings   of  Spain,  or  take  a   more 
lively  interest  in   her    welfiire,   than  the    United 
States.    It  is  to  this  deference,  too  evident  to  be 


mittee  believe,  given  at  once  satisfactory  proof  of 
our  disintere.stedness  and  moderation;  and  of  our 
scrupulous  respect  '.to  the  principle  which  leaves 
the  political  institutions  of  every  foreign  state  to 
be  directed  by  its  own  view  of  its  own  rights  and 
interests. 

Your  committee  have  been  particularly  anxious 
to  show,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  Spain  herself, 
that  the  measure,  which  this  government  now  pro- 
poses to  adopt,  has  been  considered  with  the  most 
respectful  attention,  both  in  relation  to  her  rights 
and  to  her  feelings. 

It  is  not  on  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  or  on 
the  practice  of  Spain  herself  on  like  occasions,  that 
your  committee  have  relied  for  our  justification 
towards  her. 

1  he  fact  that,  for  the  last  three  years,  she  has 
not  sent  a  single  company  of  troops  against  her 
transatlantic  colonies,  has  not  been  used  as  evi- 
dence of  their  actual  independence,  or  of  her  want 
of  power  to  oppose  it.  ')"his  fact,  explained  as  it 
is,  by  the  public  acts  of  Spain  herself,  is  regard- 
ed by  your  committee  as  evidence  only  of  her 
policy. 

The  last  troops  collected  at  Cadiz,  in  1819,  which 
v/ere  destined  to  suppress  the  revolutionary  move- 
ments in  Spanisli  America,  not  only  rejected  that 
service,  but  joined  in  the  revolution,  whicli  has 
since  proved  successful  in  Spain  itself.  The  decla- 
ration of  the  leaders  in  that  revolution  was,  that 
"Spanish  America  had  a  right  to  be  free,  and  that 
Spain  should  be  free."  Although  the  constitution, 
which  was  re-established  by  that  revolution,  gua- 
ranteed the  integrity  of  the  Spanish  dominions,  yet 
the  principles  on  which  that  constitution  was 
founded,  seem  to  discountenance  the  employment 
of  force  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object,  in 
contempt  of  the  equal  rights  and  declared  will  of 
the  American  portion  of  the  Spanish  people.  The 
conduct  of  the  government,  organized  under  that 
constitution,  has  uniformly  been,  in  this  respect,  in 
conformity  to  those  principles.  Since  its  existence, 
there  has  not  been  even  a  proposal  by  that  govern- 
ment to  employ  force  for  the  subjugation  of  the 
American  provinces  but  merely  recommeuchiiions 
of  concilialory  measnrca  fhr  their  pacification. 

The  answer  of  the  cortes,  on  the  10th  of  July, 
1820,  to  the  address  of  the  king,  furnishes  conclu- 
sive proof  of  this  policy. 

"The  intimate  union,"  saj-^s  this  answer,  "of  the 
cortes  with  your  majesty;  the  re-establishment  of 
the  constitution;  tiie  faithful  performance  of  pro- 
mises, deprivin.g  malevolence  of  all  pretext,  ^vill 
facilitate  the  pacifcatinn  of  the  ultra  marine  pro- 
vinces, which  are  in  a  state  of  agitation  and  dissen- 
sion The  cortes,  on  its  part,  will  omit  no  oppor- 
tunity to  propose  and  adopt  measures  necessary  for 
the  observance  of  the  constitxitinn  and  restoration  of 
tranqnUUtij  in  those  cotentries,  to  the  end  that  the  Spain 
of  both  7uorUls  may  thus  form  a  single  and  happy  fa- 
mily." 

Although  the  ultra  marine  provinces  are  not  here 
encouraged  to  expect  absolute  independence,  yet 
they  are  no  longer  treated  as  vassal  colonies,  or 
threatened  with  subjugation,  but  are  actually  re- 
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cognized  as  brothers  in  the  great  constitutional  ana 
free  family  of  Spain. 

A  report  made  to  the  cortes.on  the  24th  of  June, 
1821,  by  a  committee  appointed  by  that  body,  not 
only  manifestly  corroborates  the  policy  above  stat- 
ed, but  sufliciently  intimates  that  the  recot^nition 
of  the  independence  of  Spanish  America  by  Spain 
herself,  had  nearly  been  the  measure  recommend- 
ed by  that  committee. 

Thnt  report  avers,  that  "trnnqtdlUiti  in  iiot  snffi- 
rievt,  even  if  it  should  extend  throughout  America, 
with  a  prospect  of  permanency;  No!  it  falls  short 
of  the  ivishes  of  the  friends  of  humanity." 

In  speaking'  of  the  mca'ure  demanded  by  the 
crisis,  it  sajs  that  this  measure  was  not  only  ivarmly 
approved  by  the  committee,  but,  nt  first,  entirely  as 
sented  to  by  the  mitnsiers,  with  whom  it  had  been 
discussed,  and  failed  only  to  be  pr<'posed  to  the 
cortes  "by  these  ministers  having,  on  ncconnt  of  pecu- 
liar occnrr-ences,  SHsptndtd  their  Judgment."  It  speaks 
af  this  measure  as  indicative  of  a  new  and  glorious 
i-esolulicn;  that  it  was  demanded  by  America  and 
the  true  interests  of  the  peninsula-,  tliat  from  it 
Spain  might  reap  advantages  which  otherwise  she 
could  nevi^r  expect;  and  that  the  lies  of  kindred 
and  the  uniformity  of  religion,  with  commercial  re- 
lations, and  those  emanating  from  free  institutions. 
would  be  the  surest  pledge  of  mutual  harmony  and 
close  union. 

Your  committee  do  not  feel  themselves  autho- 
rized to  say,  positively,  ^hat  tliat  measuie  \vas,ibut 
they  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  their  entire  convic- 
tion, tb,at  no  measure,  short  of  a  full  recognition  of 
unconditional  independence,  could  have  deserved 
the  character,  nor  been  capable  ef  producing^  the 
effects  ascribed  to  it. 

It  is,  therefore,  sufficiently  manifest  that  Spain, 
far  from  wishing  to  call  into  action  her  meansof  pro« 
Kccuting  hostilities  against  the  people  of  Spanish 
America,  has  renoiniced  even  the  feelings  of  an  enemy 
totuurds  them,  and,  but  for  "peculiar  occurrences," 
had  been  prepared  nearly  a  year  ago,  to  consent  to 
their  independence, 

She  has  not  only  practically  discontinued,  and 
even  emphatically  deprecated,  the  employment  of 
fcrce  to  restore  tranquillity  to  Spanish  America, 
but  she  has  declared  that  even  universal  and  per- 
manent tranquillity  there  "falls  short  of  the  wishes 
sf  the  friends  of  humanity." 

^Vhile  she  appeals  to  "the  ties  of  kindred,"  she 
undoubtedly  feels  them;  and  if  she  has  not  aban- 
doned her  desire,  so  often  avowed,  of  mere  con- 
stitutional union  and  equal  commercial  intercourse 
with  her  former  colonies,  as  bel-uieen  provinces  of  the 
name  empire,  a  union  and  an  intercourse  which  in- 
tervening .Andts  and  oceans  seem  to  render  highly 
inconvenient,  if  not  utterly  impructicable,  she  evi- 
dtntly  refers  the  accomplishment  of  this  desire  to 
the  unawed  deliberations,  and  to  the  congenial  and 
kindred  feelings  of  the  people  of  those  colonies, 
and  thus  substantially  acknowledges  their  indepen- 
denc . 

Whatever  may  be  the  policy  of  Spain,  however, 
in  respect  to  her  former  American  colonies,  our 
recognition  of  tlteir  independence  can  neither  af- 
fect her  rights,  nor  impair  her  means,  in  the  accom 
plishment  of  that  policy.  We  cannot,  for  this,  be 
justly  accused  of  aiding  in  the  attainment  of  an  in- 
dependence which  has  already  been  established 
without  our  assistance.  Ueside<,  our  recognition 
must  necessarily  he  co  existent  onlv  with  the  fact 
on  which  it  is  foimded,  and  cannot  survive  it.  While 
the  nations  of  Spanrsh  America  ar»  actually  inde- 


pendent, it  is  simply  to  speak  the  truth  to  acknow- 
ledge them  to  be  so. 

Should  Spain,  contrary  to  her  avowed  principles 
and  acknowledged  interests,  renew  the  war  for  the 
conquest  of  South  America,  we;  shall,  indeed,  re- 
gret it,  but  we  shall  observe,  as  we  have  done,  be- 
tween the  independent  parties,  an  honest  and  im- 
partial neutrality;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  should 
Spain,  faithful  to  her  own  glory  and  prosperity,  con- 
sent that  her  oll'spring  in  the  new  world  should 
enjoy  the  right  of  self-government,  equally  with 
their  brethren  in  the  old,  we  shall  sincerely  rejoice 
— and  we  shall  cherish,  with  equal  satisfaction,  and 
cultivate  with  equal  assiduity,  the  friendship  of  re- 
generated Spain  and  of  emancipated  America. 

Your  committee,  in  justice  to  their  own  feelings 
and  to  the  feelings  of  their  fellow-citizens,  have 
made  this  declaration  witiiout  disguise,  and  they 
trust  that  the  uniform  cliaracter  and  conduct  of  this 
people  will  save  itj'rom  liabilityto  misinterpretation. 

Ilappy  in  our  own  institutions,  we  claim  no  pri- 
vilrge;  we  indulge  no  ambition  to  extend  them  to 
other  nations;  we  achnit  the  equal  rights  of  all  na- 
tions to  form  their  own  governments  and  to  admi- 
nister their  own  internal  all'airs  as  they  may  judge 
proijer;  and,  however  tliey  may,  in  these  respects, 
differ  from  us,  we  do  not,  on  tliat  account,  regard 
witli  the  less  satisfaction  their  tranquillity  and  hap- 


Your  committee  having  thus  considered  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  them,  in  all  its  aspects,  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion,  that  it  is  just  and  expedient  to 
acknowltdge  the  independence  of  the  several  na- 
tions of  Spani&h  America,  without  any  reference  to 
the  diversity  in  the  forms  of  their  governments; 
and,  in  accordance  with  this  opinion,  they  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  resolutions: 

Rctolved,  That  the  house  of  re prrsentatives  concur  in  the  opi- 
nion t%press(;il  by  the  presiJent,  in  hi?  messaf^e  of  the  8th  Marcl\, 
1822,  that  the  Ameiioan  provinces  of  Spain,  which  have  d-»clared 
their  independence,  and  are  in  the  enjoj-nient  of  it,  ought  to  be 
reciigiiiz*!!),  by  the  United  States,  as  independent  states 

Resolved,  That  thf  committee  of  ways  aiid  means  be  instructed 
to  report  a  hill  appropriating  a  sum,  not  exceedinef  on;  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  enable  tlv  president  of  the  tJnited  States  to 
give  due  effect  to  such  recogniiion. 

Five  thousand  addition  d  copies  of  the  preceding 
report  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Hall,  of  N.  C.  it  was 
Resolved.,  That  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  repealing  the  act  of  1813,  to  encon- 
rage  vaccination,  and  if  on  inquiry,  it  shall  seem  proper,  that  they 
report  a  bill  to  that  effect. 

Iht  house  .igtiin  refused  to  consider  the  rp.boln- 
tion  for  fixiiig  a  time  tor  the  adjournment  of  con- 
gress—for it  47,  against  it  67. 

I  he  house  then  went  into  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  (the  contested 
election  of  Messrs   Cosibn  and  fleed.) 

The  question  wastiist  taken  upon  concurrence 
with  the  committeeof  the  whole  in  their  agreement 
to  the  first  resolution  reported  by  the  committee 
of  elections,  viZ:  "That  Jeremiah  Coaden  is  not  en- 
titled to  a  seat  in  the  house,"  and  the  same  was  af. 
hrmed-  ayes  91,  noes  27. 

The  question  was  then  about  to  be  put  on  agree- 
ing to  the  other  resolution  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, as  yesterday  amcndeci,  so  as  to  declare  that 
Mr.  liitrl  is  vol  entitled  to  a  seat — 

Mr.  IVright  moved  a  re  consideration  of  the  vote 
taken  yesterday  denying  the  right  of  Mr.  Reed  to 
a  seat  in  the  house — refust-d  68  to  66. 

After  debate,  &c.  the  question  then  recurred  on 
the  Second  resolution,  as  amended,  and  reported  by 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  the  jeas  and 
nays  being  called,  were— • 

Yeas  74 

Navs  75 
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The  speaker,  under  the  njle  of  the  house,  "that, 
in  all  cases  of  ballot  by  the  house,  the  speaker  shall 
vote;  in  other  cases  lie  shall  not  vote,  unless  the 
house  be  equally  divided,  or  unless  his  vote,  if 
given  to  the  minority,  will  make  the  division  equal; 
and,  in  case  of  such  equal  division,  the  question 
shall  be  lost" — voted  in  the  afhrmative,  which  made 
an  equality  of  votes  upon  the  proposition  before 
the  house.  The  eff'ect  of  this  vote  was  decided  by 
the  chair  to  be,  that  the  affirmative  proposition, 
viz:  Philip  Reed  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  house, 
was  lost,  and  was  equivalent  to  a  determination  in 
the  affirmative  of  the  original  proposition  of  the 
committee  of  elections  in  favor  of  Mr.  Reed. 

Mr.  Bnldiein  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair — many  gentlemen  spoke  on  the  subject,  and 
the  dec  sion  of  the  chair  was  reversed. 

Mr.  Sanders  then  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  Tliat  Philip  Reed  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  house,  as 
one  of  ilie  representatives  of  Marjiaiid. 

On  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  order- 
ed, and  the  resolution  was  carried,  as  follows — 
yeas  82,  nays  77. 

Mr.  Heed  then  appeared,  was  quahfied  and  took 
his  seat,  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  20.  After  much  minor  busi- 
ness— 

On  montion  of  Mr.  Hich,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  instructed  to;  inquire 
into  theexpediency  of  providing  by  law,  for  a  settlement,  upon  the 
best  evidence  of  which  the  cases  will  admit  of,  the  accounts  of  per- 
sons charged  with  public  moneys  on  the  booUs  of  the  third  auditor 
of  the  treasury,  prior  to  the  1st  of  February,  181S. 

A  motion  prevailed  to  consider  the  resolution 
from  the  senate,  fixing  a  period  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  congress— yeas  79,  nays  74.  Some  discus- 
sion took  place  and  the  further  consideration  of  tiie 
resolution  was  postponed  until  the  setoJu/^^/o'u/a!' 
in  .^pril. 

The  bills  that  had  passed  the  senate  were  re- 
ceived, 8tc. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  Md.  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  v.hole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  on  tlie  unfinished  business  of  Thurs- 
day last,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  secretary  of 
tlie  treasury  to  exchange  a  stock  bearing  an  inte- 
rest of  five  per  cent,  for  certain  stocks  bearing  an 
interest  of  six  and  seven  per  cent. — Mr.  Lathrop 
in  the  chair. 

The  question  recurred,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Baldwin,  to  amend  tlie  first  .^lection  of  the  bill,  by 
extending  the  provisions  of  the  bill  so  as  to  include 
also  two  niilfioiis  of  six  per  cent  stock  created  by 
the  loan  of  1820. 

The  question  being  taken  on  tliis  motion  for 
amendment,  it  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Ml'.  Camlrdang  submitted  an  amendment  to 
make  tlie  amount  of  slock  to  be  issued,  as  high  as 
ihirtii  millions,  at  5  per  cent,  interest,  to  redeem  the 
blocks  paying  six  or  seven  per  cent,  under  certain 
regulations,  and  supported  his  ];ronosition  in  a 
speech  of  considerable  length.  A  debate  followed, 
the  committee  rose  witiiout  finally  acting  on  the 
subject  and  reported,  and  the  house  adjourned. 
'XiicnsTiAT's  rui)rr.i;i)i>iGS — :maiicu  21. 

In  the  senate — 'i  ht-  moit  prominent  subject  was 
the  jiHTate  claim  of  Cieorge  Shannon,  who,  while 
conduct iiig  iioine  an  Indian  chief  tliat  had  accom- 
panied Lewis  and  Clark  in  their  expedition  to  the 
Pacific,  was  wounded  and  lost  his  leg  in  conse- 
quence— it  was  proposed  to  grant  him  640  acres 
of  land. 


After  debate,  though  the  senate  appeared  to 
have  no  objection  to  pensioning  the  individual,  the 
bill,  on  account  of  its  precedent,  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Executive  business  occupied  the  remainder  of 
the  dav. 

In   the  house  of  representatives,   a  good  deal  of     <ji 
private  or  local  business  was  attended  to.  " 

It  appears  th.at  the  experiment  made  to  improve 
the  hall  has  failed — for  Mr.  Mercer  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  TUsil  t)ie  committee  on  the  public  buildings  be 'in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of  further  accommoda- 
tion ofthehuuae  of  representatives,  by  preparine:  the  room  in' 
the  centre  building,  dcsi);ned  for  the  public  library. 

Tlie  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  busines  of  yesterday,  (the  bill  authoriz- 
ing the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  exchange  cer- 
tain stocks),  Mr.  Lathrop  in  the  chair — the  question 
being  upon  the  amendment  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Cambreleng. 

On  this  question,  and  others  which  succeeded, 
a  long  debate  took  place,  which  occupied  the  house 
till  near  five  o'clock. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Cambrelenq 
was  finally  negatived,  78  to  52;  and,  after  disposing 
of  many  other  propositions  to  amend,  but  without 
getting  through  the  bill,  the  house  adjourned. 


CHRONICLE. 

A  new  frigate,  rated  at  44  guns,  and  named  the 
"Potomac,"  is  to  be  launched  this  day  at  the  navy 
yard  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Itandolpli,  Leave  fortius  gentleman  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session,  vvas  asked  afewjdays  ago. 
It  ajipears  tliat  he  proceeded  to  New  York,  and 
there  embarked  for  England  in   the  ship  Amity. 

The  Washington  City  Gazette,  noticing  the  de- 
parture of  Mr.   R.   observes— "On   behalf  of  our 
congressional  friends  we  may  be  allowed  to  say — 
"Fare  thee  well,  Jacki 
"We  could  have  better  spared  a  better  man." 

JlTarriages.  We  observe  that  at  Groton,  N.  IT. 
five  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Perkins,  were  re- 
cently married  at  one  time  and  place. 

Boston.  The  people  of  this  town  have  decided 
that  it  shall  become  a  city,  under  authority  granted 
by  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  at  its  last  ses- 
sion. For  a  city  charter  2797;  against  it  1881— 
majorily  916.  Th.e  people  are  also  to  vote  in 
wards. 

New  woiiKs.  A  work  has  just  appeared  at  Wash- 
ington, from  the  pen  of  "John  Taylor,  of  Caroline, 
Virginia,"  entitled  "Tyranny  unmasked" — on  the 
internal  and  external  policy  of  the  United  States, 
in  relation  to  agriculture,  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures, and  the  tendency  of  the  present  confederated 
powers  of  the  L'nited  States  towards  a  consolidated 
government.  Price,  in  boards,  1  50;  bound,  gl  75. 

Dmis  SJ  Force,  of  Washington,  propose  to  pub- 
lish the  rev.  Dr.  .Tedediah  Morse's  report  to  the 
secretary  of  war  on  Indian  uiikirs,  comprising  the 
narrative  of  his  totirs  in  1820  and  1821,  under  a 
commission  from  the  president  of  the  United  States 
— illustrated  by  various  statemcKits,  statistical  t.>.bles 
and  maps:  intended  to  give  a  general  view  of  the 
Indir.n  tribes  within  the  territory  of  the  U.  States. 
It  will  make  about  400  octavo  pages,  and  be  deli- 
vered to  subscribers  at  <^2  75  in  boards.  It  is  to 
be  put  to  press  immediately. 


rnixTKr.  liv  William  omikn  ^;iTi>,  at  "Juk  uiaxklix  iuess,  avatek-svueet,  east  or  srivrn-sTiirtT 
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EDITEU   AND   PCULISHEI)   BY   H.  NILES,    AT   $5   PEIl   ANNUM,   PAYABLE   IN    ADVANCE. 


The  senate  of  the  United  States  has  been  much 
occupied,  at  the  present  session,  with  what  is  com- 
monly called  "executive  business."  It  is  saiJ,  that 
tliat  body  has  refused  to  sanction  a  considerable 
number  of  the  nominations  made  by  the  president, 
and  among  them  that  of  our  gallant  townsman, 
Totuson,  to  be  a  colonel  of  artillery,  and  of  col. 
Gadsden  to  be  adjutant  general.  The  reason  of 
those  proceedings  are,  of  course,  not  publicly 
known;  but,  in  the  cases  mentioned,  it  is  believed 
that  the  only  objection  to  SHch  appointrjieiils  was, 
in  an  apprehension  of  the  senate,  that  sufficient  re- 
spect or  attention  to  the  grade  of  other  officers  had 
not  been  observed. 

FoRETON  NEWS.  English  papers  of  the  1st  of 
Feb.  have  been  received  at  New  York.  Their 
contents  are  unimportant. 

Constantinople  was  tranquil  on  the  11th  Jan. 
but  the  prospect  of  an  adjustment  with  Russia  re 
mained  as  uncertain  as  ever.  A  report  prevailed 
that  the  Persians  has  ceased  hostilities,  and  made 
peace  with  the  Turks.  The  cholera  morbus  was 
raging  dreadfully  at  Dagdat — 1000  persons  were 
carried  off' by  it  in  a  few  d.iys.  No  particulars  of 
the  Greeks — but  it  is  said  they  have  adopted  a  li- 
beral coustituiion,  on  the  plan  of  that  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States. 

An  unusual  amount  of  duties  had  been  lately  paid 
on  Hax  and  hemp  imported  at  London.  Great  ship- 
ments of  goods  were  making  for  Mexico  and  South 
America,  and  a  glut  is  expected.  The  agricultural 
distress  is  on  the  increase.  A  man  has  v/alked 
backioards  21  miles  in  less  than  7  hours — the  time 
allowed.  There  are  only  9  provincial  bankers  in 
Ireland;  in  1809  there  43.  A  numerous  herd  of 
rein  deer,  with  Laplanders  to  attend  them,  have 
been  imported  into  England.  It  is  stated  that  ma- 
ny of  the  horrid  accounts  of  murder,  &c.  in  Ireland, 
were  made-up  to  favor  the  introduction  of  troops 


The  ships  in  the  French  navy,  in  \ov.  1821,  -'.ore; 
8  of  118  guns,  2  of  110  guns,  12  of  80,  27  of  74,  I 
frigate  of  44,  and  30  of  38,  10  corvettes  and  26 
brigs.  According  to  the  report  of  the  minister  of 
marine,  there  were,  in  1821,  in  actual  sei  vice,  73 
armed  vessels  of  different  descriptions,  and  en  dif- 
ferent  stations.  For  the  sake  of  exercising  young 
officers,  some  of  the  armed  ships  are  employi-d  us 
transports  in  the  merchants'  service.  Tiie  grc-at 
works  to  complete  the  basins  of  Cherbourg  and 
Brest,  and  the  general  magazine  of  Toulon,  are  in 
progress. 

A  ship  of  the  line,  3  frigates  and  a  number  of 
smaller  vessels,  with  2,000  troops  and  30  pieces  of 
artillery,  have  left  Martinicofor  Samana,  llaijii,  to 
retake  the  Spanish  part  of  the  island.  It  is  said 
they  will  be  reinforced,  and  the  idea  of  overllirow- 
ing  the  "sable  government"  is  entertained.  Hoyer 
!ias  decreed  liberty  to  the  slaves,  and,  in  liis  pro- 
clamation says,  "the  national  flag  waves  upon  ail 
the  points  of  the  island  that  we  inhabit;"  and  he 
congratulates  the  people  of  the  eastern  st-ction  on 
their  union  with  those  of  the  west  It  will  be  a  liard 
job  to  reduce  this  people  to  slavery.  Many  of  the 
white  inhabitants  had  left  the  east  p:irt  of  tiie  Island. 

The  French  cruisers  in  the  West  Indies  iuve 
captured  many  piratical  vessels,  and  sent  them  to 
Martinico. 

Delightful  assurance.  The  frequent  letting 
doivii  of  representatives  of  the  people  in  congress, 
to  petty  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  government,  has 
considerably  alarmed  the  public  mind,  and  given 
rise  to  the  most  decided  reprehension  of  the  prac- 
tice: it  has  been  deprecated  from  one  extreme  of 
the  republic  to  the  other,  without  any  one  stepping 
forward  to  justify  it — and  we  take  some  pride  in 
saying  that  we  were  of  those  who  first  censured 
the  proceeding,  not  only  as  inexpedient,  but  as 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people— not  for  the 


and  to  place  the   country  under  the  law  of  the  mi-  amount  to  which  it  ha.d  e.xtended,  but  for  the  sin- 


htary. 

'  American  stocks  at  London— 3  per  cents  69^  to 
70;  5's  96^  to  97;  new  6's  98  to  100;  7's  99  to993; 
U.  S.  bank  stock  22/.  10s.  to  22/.  15s. 

The  fort  of  St.  Juan  de  Ulua,  at  Vera  Cruz,  re- 
mains possessed  by  tlie  royalists— but  its  inter- 
course  with  the  town  was  cut  off',  and  heavy  batte- 
ries were  erected  against  the  fort.  This,  we  be- 
lieve,  is  llie  only  spot  in  all  Mexico,  where  the  in- 
dependent flcig  is  not  acknowledged.  Gnatitualu 
is  created  into  an  independent  state.  According 
to  the  Aurora,  it  isa  deliglitful  country,  containing 
about  462,000  square  miles,  rich  in  its  productions, 
and  happily  seated  for  commerce.  The  capital,  of 
the  same  name,  is  about  500  miles  from  Mexico,  and 
contains  20.000  inhabitants.  Our  new.s  from  Colom 
bin  is  pleasant— a  gazette  has  appeared  at  Caraccas 
called  (he  "/>/*  de  Venezuela."  Tlie  pav  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  army  is  fixed  at  very  high  rates — a 
captain,  for  instance,  is  to  receive  6,000  dollars  a 
year,  a  private  soldier  500.  Porto  Cavello  still  was 
held  by  the  royalists. 

An  official  statement  estimates  the  increase  of 
population  in  Frunre  at  572,749  individuals  in  the 
last  three  years      The  whole  ponu'iaf.on  is  said  to  ' 
amount  to  30.407,907.  i 
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ful  hope  that  it  held  out  to  the  profligate  of  "fea- 
thering their  nests,"  by  selling  the  interests  of 
their  constituents.  "Lead  us  not  into  temptation." 
The  case  of  Mr.  Thomas,  who  was  eiTir)l';yed  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  examine  certain 
land  offices,  (at  the  rate  ot  six  dollars  per  day,  and 
the  likeamoMut  for  every  twenty  miles  travelled) 
while  a  senator  of  the  United  Suiti-s  from  the  state 
of  Illinois,  which  he  still  is — and  the  appointment 
of  gen.  Yan  Rensselaer,  a  repress  nt..tive  from  N'ew 
York,  to  be  postmaster  at  Albany,  has  caused  no 
small  stir  among  xte  people,  and  ofiened  the  eyes 
of  thousands  to  llie  impolicy  of  such  things,  with- 
out meaning  to  attribute  improper  motives  as  to 
either  selection;  and  it  seems  that  the  public  ieel- 
ing  on  the  svibject  has  reached  "head  quart- is." 
\  he  JVutionai  Intelligencer,  speaking  of  Mr.  ^  homes' 
case  obserws,  "we  t^entiire  to  say  ihnl  there  -<.'/■  veitr 
lie  anotlier iiieviber  of  congress  app-in'e.l,  even  to  de  a 
miiuis'.er  iiu-roud,  if  olhtrs  the  least  qif-  ijied  can  be  qot 
to  ncre/it  the  office."  The  editors,  no  dou'ht,  have 
authority  to  give  the  assurance  they  vould  iv.irrt- 
ly  iindoTtake  toproclaim  amaitei  so  important  with- 
out  adv'isement,  aivl  we  cun  mngratnlate  the  p.-o- 
pleofMie  iMuttd  .Siut  s  ''i  he  matter  set  ioit!i. — 
It  is  (J  ue,  it  rusy  prevent  some  persons  from  kindJy 
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agreeing  to  serve  in  congress,  tliat  thej  may  ob- 
lain  simg  births  lor  themselves  ■  but  1  ffuess  that 
the  iiilerests  of  the  republic  u ill  i.ot  suii'er  detn 
ment  by  the  want  ot  ihein;  and  we  shall  liave  lessot 
vea-iind-iiay  selling  men,  and  of  persons  tliat  enlist 
theiiiselves  like  Swiss  in  llie  service  of  aspirants, 
seeking  the  presidency  and  other  places  of  power, 
on  account  of  whom  they  waste  tlic  publK  muiiey 
and  neglect  or  divert  the  business  of  the  people,  at 
an  abominable  rate. 

^3^1'.  S.  iS'ow',  after  enjoying  the  repose  which 
the  assurance  of  the  editors  of  the  Intelligencer 
afforded,  how  mortifying  was  it  to  be  distuibed  by 
the  following  explanatory  statement  in  a  subse- 
quent I'iiper! — 

"We  understand  that  an  editorial  remark  of  ours, 
that  hereafter  we  should  have  no  members  of  con- 
gress appointed  even  to  the  office  of  foreign  miius- 
lers  abroad,  if  others  well  qualified  could  he  got  to 
accept  it,  has  been  taken  literally,  and  regarded  as 
an  expression  not  only  of  our  personal  views  but  of 
those  of  the  executive  on  that  point.  The  hist 
would  be  a  mistake  of  our  opinions  on  the  suoject; 
hut  the  latter  would  be  a  mistake  more  serious. 
\Ve  have  no  knowledge  of  the  vi  ws  of  the  execu- 
live  Oil  that  subject;  and  our  occasional  specula- 
tions, on  this  or  any  other  subject,  are  regarded  as 
of  vastly  too  much  weight,  if  they  are  suj)posed  to 
be  impiLSseu  w ith  the  executive  sanction.  Nothing 
would  be  more  wide  of  the  fact  than  such  a  sup- 
position." 

0^  f  hus  we  are  left  just  as  we  were;  and  the 
"deliglitful  assurai  ce"  is  dissolved  into  eiupy  air. 
Well — "what  cannot  be  cured  must  be  endured," 
and  that's  the  whole  of  it  -pro  tern. 

O'JarDiK.KDS.  We  wonder  what  our  friends,  ihe 
British  reviewers,  will  say  of  us,  when  they  see  the 
ci-'iigressional  [iroceedings  of  the  present  session? 
Capt.  St/miiies  lias  seriously  requsted  aid  to  enter 
iiiio  the  holloro  of  the  earth,  by  the  hole  at  the 
north,  -j^nd  Jatiics  Beiinet,  of  I'hladelphia,  has  asked 
ibr  u  patent  to  s  cure  him  the  benefits  of  his  in- 
dention X-ofy  over  it!  Surely,  they  will  be  quite 
astonished — and  we  may  txpect  some  of  their  most 
dignified  paragraphs  about  these  things. 

The  PENiTEKTiiBY  sisTEM.  A  Very  elaborate 
und  interesting  report  has  been  made  to  the  legis- 
lature ofN<-vv  Yorkon  tl.isimporlant  subject,  which 
Vvv-  shall  endeavor  to  preserve  in  this  work.  It  ap- 
l>«.ars,  that  since  tiie  adoption  of  the  system  in  1796 
the  total  expenditure  of  the  state  upon  it  amounts 
to  the  great  sum  of  §1,512,922— -that  the  total  num- 
ber of  convicts  has  been  5,069,  of  whom  more  than 
one  half  have  been  pardoned,  or  rather  dismissed, 
to  make  room  for  others.  Less  than  one  half  of 
the  convicts  were  natives  of  the  state,  and  about 
one  third  were  foreigners.  The  committee  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  peniteni  iary  system,  as  a  means 
of  reform,  has  tuially  failed,-  and  rather  operates 
'•to  increase  anddiH'nse  alovcof  vice,"  &.c.  They 
icoommc-nd  the  abandonment  of  labor  as  a  punish- 
■uieiU,  and  the  substitution  of  severe  confinement  in 
colls — solitude,  darkness  and  stinted  food  of  coarse 
c^ualiiy. 

This  is  in  accordance  with  the  general  feeling 
th*t  now  seems  to  prevail  on  this  matter.  It  is 
u  iuct,  that  many  seek  the  penitentiary  as  a  place 
of  vest  or  repose — especiallv  ^Sav-.-s  who  have  se- 
vere masters,  and  white  n<- '.  ccc  wiio  esteem  atak- 
ing  care  of  themselves  as  ike  ffv^atest  burthen  that 
can  be  imposed  upon  thertt.  ^iode^ate  labor  is  no 
punisUmcnt  to  tlieto— it  is  rather  an  amuacmentj 


and  the  most  fjital  idea  that  ever  entered  into  the 
mind  of  the  rnarfageis  of  these  institutions,  was  that 
of  rendering  them  prutitable  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view,  whereby  the  pursuits  of  ho.  est  individuals 
have  been  materially  interfered  with.  We  are 
zealous  to  spare  and  ri:lorm  the  gmlty — but  the 
present  penittntiary  plan,  we  have  long  thought, 
is  not  the  way  to  eHcct  it.  I'umslimtnt  that  is 
felt,  should  be  inflicted— graded  to  the  extent  of 
crime.  Instead  of  confinement  for  life  at  hard  la- 
bor, let  us  say  so  many  years  in  the  cell,  where  no 
light  enters,  where  no  sound  is  heard,  where  there 
is  as  little  as  possible  to  support  nature  that  will 
var}  the  tediousness  of  life,  by  change;  with  an  as- 
surance that  pardons  will  never  be  granted,  unless 
on  proof  of  innocency  furnished.  These  should 
be  granted  to  repentance,  and  will  be,  we  trust,  by 
Uisi  that  knoweth  the  human  heart;  but  it  is  so  dif- 
ficult for  mim  to  ascertain  it,  that  no  one,  who  pre- 
meditate ly  commits  crime,  should  have  reason  to 
calculaie  upon  it,  before-hand.  Then  might  crimes 
be  avoided  lor  fear  of  the  punishment,  which  would 
be  real;  and  the  penitentiary,  perhaps,  be  regard- 
ed with  more  horror  than  the  gallows. 

The  mayor  of  New  York,  in  a  late  communication 
to  the  council  of  that  city,  pro|>oses  a  reform  in  the 
punisliment  of  convicted  criminals.  The  following 
article  from  the  New  York  Uaily  Advertiser  re- 
lates to  the  subject: 

"A  proposition  contained  in  this  communication 
of  the  mayor  we  think  highly  judicious,  and  well 
worthy  of  the  experiment.  Labor  is  one  of  the  car- 
dinal ingredients  m  the  modern  systems  of  punish- 
ment. Where  it  is  exacted  in  such  a  manner  as 
not  to  defeat  the  principal  object  of  that  system, 
it  is  certainly  of  great  importance.  In  this  pro- 
position, the  plan  of  framing  a  "stepping  mill,''  and 
obliging  the  convicts  to  work  it,  is  liable  to  few  ob- 
jections, and  proniises  much  benefit.  It  is  pre- 
cisely that  kind  of  labor  which  a  rogue  would  dis- 
like, and  therefore  very  proper  for  tlie  case.  It 
is  calculated  to  fatigue  the  body  to  a  sufficient  de- 
gree, but  much  more  to  fatigue  the  mind.  It  is 
labor  entirely  destitute  of  variety  and  of  course  of 
amusement;  it  is  incessant,  it  is  sufficiently  severe, 
and  peculiarly  disheartening. 

If  this  7m7/ should  be  once  set  in  motion,  we  have 
no  doubt  it  would  drive  off  many  of  the  millers,  who 
would  rather  resort  to  a  more  favorable  region  to 
carry  on  their  trade,  where  they  could  commit 
crimes  withoui  being  exposed  to  such  Aart/  duty  hy 
way  of  punishment." 

A  foueioner's  views.  A  letter  from  an  En- 
glishman, who  arrived  in  the  United  States  about 
three  months  ago,  to  a  gentleman  of  I'iiiladelphia, 
has  been  put  into  our  hands  to  shew  the  opinion 
of  an  enlightened  foreigner  on  the  policy  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  United  States,  in  respect  to  domes-, 
tic  industry. 

After  expressing  his  astonishment  at  the  preju- 
dices entertained  against  the  manufacturing  inte- 
rests— he  asks,  "would  Britain  be  what  she  is  in 
the  scale  of  nations,  if  her  manufacturers  liad  been 
treated  with  that  contumely  that  the  American  ma- 
nufacturers are?  To  support  her  manufactories, 
Britain  has  engaged  in  bloody  and  expensive  war- 
fare; her  Argus  policy  is  perpetually  watching 
over  them,  and  will  by  no  means  let  their  interests 
be  subservient  to  any  other.  American  legislators 
have  tried  the  opposite  policy  long  enough  to  con- 
vince them,  that  its  continuance  can  never  render 
their  country  powerful  and  independent:  but  a 
blind  fatuity  appears  to  rac  to  preside  over  their 
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deliberations  and  decisions  on  this  vital  point, 
which  nothing  but  unparalleled  distress  in  the 
country  will  be  able  to  remove."  "It  was  neces- 
sary for  me  to  see  the  state  of  things  in  this  country 
before  I  could  believe  what  had  been  told  to  me." 
«'I  have  wondered  that  your  pride,  if  not  your 
interest,  has  not  induced  you  to  become  indepen- 
dent of  Britain."  He  then  alludes  to  a  fact  which 
he  had  seen  stated,  that  tli<^  secretary  of  war  had 
suggested  a  suspension  of  the  non-impoi'tation  act 
for  the  purpose  of  importing  5  or  6000  blankets 
for  the  Indians,  which  he  cannot  fully  believe — "the 
executive  in  want  of  five  or  six  thousand  blankets, 
and  yet  spurn  the  applications  ofthe  manufacturers 
of  the  nation,  whoapply  tor  protection  from  foreign 
competitors! — why,  I  should  think  that  such  a  pro- 
position from  the  British  ministr}',  with  all  their 
influence,  would  have  led  them  to  Tower  Hill." 
He  adds,  that  he  had  mentioned  the  affair  of  the 
blankets  in  a  company  of  Americans  at  New  York, 
not  one  of  whom  believed  it;  they  thought  it  im- 
possible that  such  a  thing  should  have  happened— 
they  denounced  it  as  a  palpable  falsehood,  5ic. 


CoTTo.v.  A  short  time  since,  we  mentioned  that 
cotton  had  been  raised,  in  considerable  quantities, 
in  the  state  of  Illinois.  Mtny  persons  were  asto- 
nished at  the  statement — could  cotton  grow  so  far 
7iorth?  Yes — and  the  idea  of  producing  it  even  in 
Connecticut*  is  not  half  so  much  to  be  wondered 
at  now,  as  that  of  raising  a  crop  in  South  Carolina 
was  less  than  40  years  ago.  At  that  time  it  was 
planted  rather  as  an  article  of  curiosity  than  for 
any  thing  else.  Tlje  southern  part  of  Illinois  is  in 
lat.  37"— 38";  Connecticut  in  41"— 42o-  Asia  mi- 
nor  extends  from  36*^  to  about  40^**.  In  this  region, 
as  well  as  in  Macedonia,  in  lat.  41®,  cotton,  of  a 
very  superior  quality,  was  raised  hundreds  of  years 
ago,  perhaps,  and  is  still  cultivated,  as  crop,  to  a 
large  extent — Salonica  cotton  has  long  been,  (and, 
unless  now  prevented  by  the  insurrection  of  the 
Greeks,  still  is),  a  valuable  article  of  commerce. 

It  is  very  true,  that  degrees  of  latitude  do  not 
always  determine  the  character  of  temperatures— 
but  like  causes  produce  like  effects  every  where: 
and  we  know  also.'that  many  plants,  supposed  to  be 
naturally  foreign  to  certain  climates,  have  become 
naturalized  to  them  by  cultivation:  and  we  are 
])leased  with  the  hope  held  out  that  this  rich  staple 
may  be  raised  by  the  jjeople  of  the  uest,  for  the 
supply  of  their  own  wants,  e\en  if  it  shall  not  be- 
come an  article  for  export — which  seems  within 
the  range  of  possibilities,  as  is  shewn  in  the  follow- 
ing paragrajihs  from  the  Cincinnati  "Inquisitor,"  ol 
the  12di  inst. 

''We  are  informed  by  a  respectable  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  with  whom  we  had  a  conversation  the 
other  d;iy,  that  cotton,  of  a  superior  quality,  has 
been  raised  in  the  eastern  part  of  that  state,  on 
the  Wabash,  and  that  the  country  as  far  up  as  Pa- 
lestine, on  that  river,  and  the  lands  in  Indiana,  on 
White  river,  as  fur  up  as  the  falls  in  each  fork,  pro- 
duce  this  article  to  great  perfection.  A  considera- 
ble quantity  of  this  article,  raised  in  Illinois  and 
Indiana,  has  been  taken  to  Kentucky;  and,  we 
learn  that,  last  month,  a  waggon  load  was  oH'ercd 
in  the  Chilicothe  market,  which  was  pronounced, 
by  good  judges,  to  be  of  an  excellent  quality. — 
Sheep,  it  is  also  said,  thrive  well  in  Illinois,  the 

*Two  barrels  of  cotton  seed  have  been  distribut- 
ed at  New-York,  for  expeiimtnts  on  J-.ong  Island, 
in  Connecticut,  Sec. 


prairies  being  dry  and  peculiarly  favorable  to  them 
— and  the  wool  is  good. 

"The  cultivation  in  Illinois  of  an  article  of  such 
primary  importance  as  cotton,  must  certainly  be  a 
permanent  source  of  v/ealth  to  that  state,  and  a 
great  benefit  to  the  western  country  generally." 


FonwAuri!  A  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Rhode 
Island  to  his  friend  in  Philadelphia,  says — "A  com- 
pany in  Boston  are  erecting  buildings  at  Dover, 
New  Hampshire,  to  contain  20,000  cotton  spindles. 
They  give,  to  superintend  the  construction  of  their 
machinery,  20,000  dollars  for  ten  years. 

"At  Medway,  in  Massachusetts,  a  loom  has  been 
constructed  to  weave  lace  veils.  It  is  worked  by 
hand,  and  carries  at  the  same  time  1,232  shuttles. 
It  weaves  as  fine  as  300  skeins  to  the  pound;  and 
will  be  put  in  operation  with  yarn  imported  from 
England,  which  costs  ten  and  a  half  dollars  per  lb. 

•»We  shall  now  clothe  the  rich  as  well  as  the 
poor.  1  hope  1  may  live  to  see  this  event  accom- 
plished; and  I  think  I  may  say  'quorum  par  fui." 

Pacpehism.  New  Castle  county,  Delaware,  at 
the  late  census,  contained  27,899  iHhubitants.  From 
an  official  report  about  the  maintainance  of  the 
poor,  it  appears  that  the  average  amount  kept  in 
the  poor  house,  during  the  last  year,  was  iSO;  and 
partial  support  to  out-paupers, to  the  amount  of?95 
dollars,  was  also  given — but  the  number  of  die  lat- 
ter is  not  stated.  The  aggregate  of  paupers  was 
probably  about  210,  or  one  to  about  133  persons  of 
the  whole  population.  It  appears  that  the  expense 
of  boarding  those  ui  the  house,  has  amounted  to  less 
than  5  cents  per  day,  owing  to  the  supplies  of 
meats,  vegetables,  butter,  &c.  which  they  raise  oq 
the  small  spot  of  land  attached  to  the  establish- 
ment, "which  goes  to  shew  what  might  be  done 
by  a  productive  farm." 

Some  ofthe  principal  items  of  expense  may  be 
usefully  noted  for  reference — as  follows: 

Bread  stuffs  1229  47;  meats  and  fish  1 133  76i 
groceries,  &c.  747  74— total  subsistence  gSllO  97. 

Flax)  3  72;  shoes  89  50;  paid  for  weaving  96  22; 
articles  purchased  859  17— total  clothing  1058  62- 

Wood,  carting  and  whetting  saws  690  87.  Sa- 
laries and  services,  including  85  dollars*  to  an  at- 
torney, 769  85.  Medical  attendance  and  medicine 
342  77. 

Tub  souTHEnN  nEPOBLics,  The  reasoning  of  the 
committee  of  foreign  relations,  as  to  the  right  and 
expediency  of  an  acknowledgment  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  certain  late  provinces  of  Spain,  is,  in  our 
opinion,  conclusive.  It  seems,  however,  that  we 
have  not  taken  the  lead  in  this  matter — the  king  of 
Portugal  has  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
Chili,  and  it  is  given  out  in  tfie  London  papers  that 
he  intended  also  to  recogtiize  all  the  different  re- 
bup  ics  of  South  America.  Noticingthis  circum- 
stance,  the  London  'KJourier"  of  the  25th  of  Jan. 
says— "If  Portugal  vvere  not  at  this  moment  the 
victim  of  revolution,  and  if  her  monarch  were  in 
reality  a  free  »nd  independent  sovereign,  such  a 
proceeding  wouli  excite  political  specidations  of  no  ' 
ordinary  inferes;;  and  it  would  lead  also  to  events 
of  no  ord'iiary  importance.  'I  he  recognition  of 
Ciiihan  /r.dependence,  however,  is  the  act  merely 
of  ths  Cortes,  a  deliberative  body,  created  by  the 
revolution,  and  consequently  not  unfavonibly  dis. 
posed  towards  succ^sstul  revoKilion  in  other  quar- 
ters  The  state  of  bpa/n,  loo,  is  such,  th:it  she 
cannot  utter  even  an  angry  word  at  this  breach  o( 
1  amity,  sliH  ksS  inflict  puiiioliaieut," 
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♦'  It  has  been  recommended  by  one  of  our  con 
tempuianes,  that  we  shoulei  follow  this  •'enlighten- 
ed policy,"  that  is,  that  we  should  violate  every 
principle  of  national  good  faith,  for  the  paltry  con- 
sideration of  contingent  commercial  benefit.  The 
relations  of  peace  and  amity  still  subsist  between 
vhis  country  aud  Spain,  and  while  they  subsist,  we 
should  not  be  justified  in  establishing  similar  rela- 
tions with  a  portion  of  her  revolted  subjects.  True 
it  is,  tliat  »pain  has  irrecoverably  lost  her  truns- 
Atlantic  colonies,  but  till  she  formally  renounces 
her  pretensions,  by  a  solemn  recognition  of  their 
independence,  lliey  can  only  be  regarded  as  in  a 
stale  of  successful  rebellion  against  her  authority. 
To  sanction  that  rebelhon,  theretore,  by  acknow- 
ledging  the  rebels  as  the  organs  of  a  legitimate  go- 
vernment, would  be  an  act  of  open  hostility  towards 
the  parent  slate.  The  policy  which  England  has 
hitherto  pursued,  has  been  truly  enlightened,  and 
lier  own  best  interests,  those  of  justice  and  honor, 
are  intimately  blended  with  lier  perseverance  in 
that  policy.  She  has  remained  neutral  during  the 
struggle.  Let  her  continue  so.  The  period  is  not 
now  far  distant  when  all  the  advantages  thai  could 
have  been  derived  from  an  opposite  course  will  be 
within  our  reach,  and  may  be  enjoyed  without  the 
reproach  of  perfidy.  It  would  ill  become  the  proud 
character  of  a  country  like  Great   Britain,  which 


In  Venezuela 
New  Grenada 
La  Plata 
Chili 
Peru 


Remain 


Reinforcements 

In  Porte  Cabello 
Upper  Peru 


1,300 
2,200 


2.185 
2,968 
4,70» 
2,980 
2.380 

15,169 
39,800 

54,969 


Troops  lost  to  Spain 


3,400 
51,569 


Island  navigation.  We  have  received  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  "a  committee  appointed  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  bordering  on 
the  Seneca  Lake,  held  at  Geneva,  (N.  Y.)  on  the 
loth  of  Dec.  1821,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  most  eligible  route  for  a  canal  from  Seneca 
lake  to  the  Erie  canal." 

The  committee  seem  to  have  carefully  attend- 
ed to  the  duties  to  which  they  were  appointed,  and 
caused  a  survey  to  be  made,  which  they  report  at 
length      It  appears  that  the  distance  from  the  Lake 


to  the  canal  is  only  15^  miles,  and  the  net  descent 
has  shewn  on  every  occasion  the  purity  of  her  mo-  i  from  the  former  to  the  latter  is  28|  feet — and  there 
lives,  to  imitate  the  sinister  intrigues  of  juggling  j  seems  to  be  an  abundant  supply  of  water  for  the 
cabinets;  and  still  less,  the  faithless  diplomacy  of  locks,  which   will   also  add   to  the  supply  of  the 


revolutionists,  whose  practice  is,  on  all  occasions, 
whatever  their  precepts  may  be,  to  make  the  end 
justify  the  means.  Nations,  like  individuals,  never 
violate  honesty  with  impunity;  and  the  patriots  of 


Erie  canal;  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  wiiole  may 
be  completed  for  the  sum  of  75,000  dollars— the 
experience  afforded  in  making  the  Erie  canal  being 
applied  to  tiie  lesser  work  contemplated.     IJy  the 


Portugal  may  yet  be  taught,  in  the  Crazils,  that  it  is    aid  of  some  improvements  that  have  been  made  at 
a  dangerous  experiment  to  assist  revolted  colonies  j  the  outlet  of  the  Lake,  306  boats  passed  down  in 
in  establishing  their  independence  of  the  mother 
country." 

As  this  paper  is  understood  to  express  the  senti- 
ments of  the  ministry  on  political  subjects,  more 
than  ordinary  importance  is  to  be  attached  to  such 
matters  mentioned  in  it.  But  the  rule  prescribed 
in  tlie  '-Courier,"  as  worthy  of  the  "proud  charac- 
ter" of  Great  Britain,  is  neither  consistent  with  the 
conduct  of  the  government  of  that  country  or  of 
others,  in  respect  to  such  things.  During  our  re- 
volution,  France,  Spain,  Holland,  &;c.  &c.  acknow- 
ledged ihe'independence  of  tlie  United  States,  long 
before  George  3d  felt  himself  compelled  to  do  it — 
and  Gieat  Britain  acknowledged  and  made  a  treaty 
with  the  French  revolutionary  government,  though 
Louis  the  18t!i,  the  "legitimate  sovereign,"  had 
not  rehnquished  his  right  to  the  tlirone:  and  the 
fact  is,  in  regard  to  the  late  Spanish  provinces 
themselves,  thoujifJi  the  British  government  has 
not  done  any  public  ,<ict  in  which  they  were  regard- 
ed as  independent,  it  >•«  perfectly  known  that  mea- 
siures  have  been  conn.'Ved  at  which  powerfully 
tended  to  assist  the  peop'le  of  those  countries  in 
is  notoriOL's  that  agents,  measura- 


1821,  and  334  ascended — aggregate  tonnage,  as- 
cending and  descending,  7,680  tons. 

It  is  tlirough  the  Seneca  Lake  tiiat  we  expect  ts 
see  the  day  when  a  loaded  boat  may  pass  from  Bal- 
TiMonE  to  Lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  &c.  A  canal  is 
proposed  to  be  cut  from  the  south  end  of  this  Lake 
to  Newtown,  on  the  Susquehannah,  and  the 
amount  of  coal,  gypsum,  salt  and  merchandize  of 
all  sorts  that  will  pass  and  repass,  cannot  be  calcu- 
lated—  but  must  be  enormous.  To  ge<'*some  idea 
of  the  vast  importance  of  these  contemplated  im- 
provements, the  reader  should  have  a  good  map  of 
New  York,  &.c  before  him— note  the  progress  of 
I)opulation,  and  think  of  the  commerce  which  the 
people  must  needs  have  with  one  another. 

Domestics.  A  merchant  in  New  York  adver- 
tises one  hnndred  anil  fftij  boxes,  bales  and  pack- 
ages of  domestic  goods,  whicii  he  enumerates — 
such  as  Shirtings,  Sheetings,  Demins,  Drabbett;?, 
Chambrays,  Ginghams,  Stripes,  Sattinets,  Cassi- 
meres.  Bed-tickings,  Drillings,  Checks,  FlannelSj 
Umbrellas  and  Parasols,  £cc. 
winning  it;  and  it  i 

hiy  possessed  of  the  character  of  ministers,  have  |      IIoMESprN.     A  Charleston  paper  says — We  had 
long  resided  in  Buenos  Ayres,  COili,  &c.  Ithe  pleasure  of  seeing  and  feeling  a  stout  piece 

The  "Aurora"  givesa  minute  list  v'>f  the  the  troops  '  of  cloth,  of  the  quality  called  grey  kersey,  manu- 
sent  by  Spaiii  to  South  America  since  the  breaking  jfactured  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia.  It  is 
out  of  the  revolution  in  1810.  The}'  amount  to  .  6-4  wide,  and,  at  the  rate  of  S^  50  per  yard,  is 
39,800  men,  thus  distributed — 

To  Venezuela  .         ,         .     32,400 

La  Plata  .        .         .       3,8oO 

Peru  ....      3,600 


-39,800 

The  Spanish  regular  troops  that  were  in  South 
America  at  the  commenceioent  of  UlQ  revolution, 
are  thus  estimated: 


much  cheaper  than  the  common  plains.  It  is 
warmer,  stronger,  more  elastic,  and  twice  as  broad. 
A  specimen  is  left  at  the  library  room. 

Goon.  Mr.  Randolph  says  many  good,  many 
queer,  and  many  crude  or  inappropriate  things. 
Some  time  ago,  speaking  of  the  reprehensible  cus- 
tom of  members  of  congress  soliciting  office,  he 
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saifi,  in  his  ■stvii  7Pntf—"'Sly  feet,  have  never  had  the 
dust  of  anti-chambers  on  them:  1  was  never  seen 
■waiting;  cap  in  hand,  bes:gii>g  a  favor  fiom  a  secre- 
tary, for  mjselt  or  my  friend.  Mark  that!  Mr. 
speaker." 

RioHT.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Marion  county,  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  practice  of  so- 
liciting the  votes  of  electors,  by  the  candi<:itesfor 
public  office,  either  from  favor  or  by  flattery,  pro- 
mises, entertainment,  treats  or  rewards,  as  aiiti- 
republicjn  in  its  principle,  injurious  to  the  public 
peace,  interest  and  morals,  troublesome,  degrad- 
ing and  corrupting,  to  the  candidate;  and  we  do 
resolve  that  we  will  withhold  our  support  from 
those  who  shall  resort  to  such  practices  in  future. 

ViRoiTfiA.  The  13th  of  May,  ensuing,  will  be 
fifteen  years  since  a  large  concourse  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Virginia  met  at  James  Toiun,  to  celebrate  the 
anniversary  of  the  first  landing  on  the  shores  of 
that  state  with  a  view  to  actual  settlement  The 
festival  lasted  several  days,  and  was  honored  by 
the  presence  of  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
citizens  of  the  commonwealth. 

At  that  time  it  was  resolved,  that  a  quinq-iennial 
festival  should  be  observed  at  .lames  Town,  to 
which  the  people  of  Virginia  should  he  invited, 
and  that  eacli  portion  of  five  years  should  be  called 
a  Virginiad.  Preparations  are  making  to  celebrate 
the  "ord  Virginiad." 

nnrvKT  HANK  i!»  THE  ARMY.  The  attorney  gene- 
ral of  the  United  States  has  given  an  opinion,  in  the 
cases  of  brevet  major  generals  Gaines  and  Scott,  as 
to  the  amount  of  pay  which  they  are  entitled  to 
receive — which  applies  also  to  all  others  holding 
brevet  rank.  It  amounts  to  this — that  said  otticers 
are  entitled  only  to  the  pay  which  belongs  to  their 
rank  in  comfnawf/.-  — if  they  had  a  command  accord- 
ing to  their  brevet  rank,  they  would  receive  the 
pay  of  mwjor  generals,  but  that  these  gentlemen 
are  now  no  more  than  brigadier  generals,  and  to 
be  paid  as  such.  The  act  of  congress  fixing  the 
peace  establishment,  clearly  determined  that  it 
should  have  only  one  major  general,  though  it  ap- 
pears that  generals  Gaines  and  Scott  have  claimed 
pay  as  for  tliat  rank. 

B\  a  return  of  the  adjutant  general,  there  are 
seventy  five  officers  at  jjresent  in  the  army  who 
hold  brevet  commissions  for  gallant  conduct  in  bat- 
tle and  other  causes. 

"The  Amehicak  VfEKciHT,"  printed  at  Hartford, 
Con.  has  lately  appeared  in  a  much  enlarged  and 
highly  improved  form;  and,  though  this  furnishes 
evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  the  establishment, 
I  must  confess  that  an  "indescribable  something" 
caused  me  to  view  it  with  a  certain  degree  of  un- 
easiness, for  its  old  face  was  as  familiar  to  me  as 
that  of  one  of  my  own  children.  It  is  true,  its  apiiit 
is  not  changed — unchangeable,  I  would  hope;  but 
when  familiarized  to  the  habits,  manners  and  ap- 
pearance of  an  old  and  tried  friend,  we  get  in  love 
With  his  peculiarities,  knowing  the  goodness  of  his 
heart  and  the  usefulness  of  his  conduct — and  fear 
lest  his  attention  to  novelties  may  divert  him 
from  a  performance  of  the  substantial  benefits 
which  he  has  been  accustomed  to  confer  upon  us. 
Fir  twenty  five  years  I  have  been  a  pretty  constant 
reader  of  the  "Mercury,"  edited  and  published  by 
the  Vlessrs.  fia6cocA-s,  father  and  son — the  former  a 
whig  of  the  old  revolutionary  school,  and  the  latter 


brought  up  as  at  "the  feet  of  Gamaliel"— and,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  it  is  the  last  survivor  of 
those  publications  which  powerfully  tenderl  to 
mould  my  mind  as  it  is  now  fashioned,  and  to  im- 
press opinions  upon  me  which  reflection  and  ex[)t- 
rience  have  indeliably  stamped  for  trnth. 

The  editor,  in  his  address  to  his  patrons,  on  the 
occasion  stated,  sa\s — "It  is  now  more  than  thirl  u 
five  years  since  the  Amkktcan  Mkiicuhy  was  first 
established — during  the  whole  of  which  pcnud  it 
has  maintained  one  steady  straight-forward  course. 
In  its  political  character  nhere  has  been  no  varia- 
bleness nor  shadow  of  turning.'  To  promote  tl  e 
best  interests  of  our  country,  by  supporting  her 
republican  institutions,  has  ever  been  its  constant 
aim."  This  is  true, — at  least  for  tlie  five  and  twenty 
years  that  I  liave  known  it  and  been  improved  by 
it.  In  the  darkest  times,  it  wa^  a  light  in  the  east; 
and,  through  "persectition  and  much  tribulation," 
kept  the  even  tenor  of  its  way — prenerous  and  t^en- 
tle,  but  steudy  and  resolute  as  time.  Perhaps,  no 
work  ever  published  wasmore  consistent  for  so  long 
a  period.  "Principles  and  not  men,"  wastlie  maxim 
that  had  supremacy  in  its  management,  and  the 
correctness  of  its  politics  das  been  fully  tested  by 
I  their  success.  Others  papers  may  have  e.xisted  be- 
1  foT-e  it,  or  lieen  established  since,  more  deserving 
j  of  notice  for  talents  displayed  in  conducting  them,- 
but  for  steady  adherence  to  principle,  unawed  and 
unseduced, — surely  none  can  claim  superior  me- 
rit. We  are  glad  to  believe  that  it  prospers;  the 
habit  of  seeing  its  new  face  will  reconcile  us  tf> 
its  altered  appearance,  when  we  reflect  that  its 
means  to  be  useful  are  extended  thereby.  There 
are  several  very  valuable  newspapers  now  publish- 
ed in  Connecticut,  over  which  the  ".Mercury"  has 
no  present  claim  for  preference — nor  would  we 
wish  to  exalt  it  at  the  cost  of  any  of  them;  but,  iu 
our  political  character,  we  have  a  filial  affection  for 
it,  and  it  seemed  as  if  we  could  not  refrain  from 
expressing  ourselves  as  we  have  done — in.  the  hope 
that  we  ourselves,  as  well  as  others,  may  be  incited 
to  love  constancy  and  persevere  in  truth,  though 
the  way  shall  sometimes  be  so  gloomy  as  to  tempt 
us  to  despair.  Many  things  have  happened  within 
a  few  years,  much  at  variance  with  the  doctrines  of 
economy  and  responsibility,  that  were  so  powerful- 
ly urged  in  old  times,-  but  that  we  shall  not  return 
again  to  the  "principles  of  the  revolution,"  there 
is  no  reason  to  fear, — and  we  trust  that  there  never 
will  be  centinels  wanting  to  stem  the  pussini;', 
rapring  current,  as  firmly  as  the  "Hartford  AJtrcu- 
ry"  has  done, 

"Case  of  Geobok  P.  Tohhewck,  acting  as  presi. 
dent  Judge  of  the  ninth  circuit  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  considered  as  violative'of  the 
constitution  of  the  state — by  James  H'.  Gntlay."  This 
is  the  title  of  apamphlet  just  received  from  a  friend 
in  Ohio.  The  following  extract  will  shew  the 
amount  of  the  case: 

"The  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
during  their  session  of  1818,  appointed  Gkoikjk  P, 
ToRHENCE,  then  a  sitting  member  of  their  body,  to 
fill  the  office  of  president  judge  o*'  the  ninth  cir- 
cuit of  the  court  of  common  pleas.  I  lie  ninth 
circuit  was  created  or  formed  by  the  same  assem- 
bly  a  few  days  before  the  appointmeni;  and  the 
term  of  George  P.  Torrence,  as  such  silting  mem- 
ber,  had  not  expired  whentJie  circuit  was  created 
and  the  appointment  made. 

"The  following  is  the  clause  of  the  state  constitu- 
tion relating  to  this  case,  (viz.)  "No  senator  or  re- 
presentative shall,  durinjf  the  time  for  which  he 
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sbali  have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil 
cH;ce  under  tliis  stale,  which  shall  have  been  cre- 
ated, or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been 
incteased  during  such  time." 

"This  section  n  I  terill}'  transcribed  fromjthe  6\]i 
scclion  ot  tlie  1st  article  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  'llie  day  alter  the  appointment  of 
George  P.  Torrencc,  the  house  of  representatives, 
having  retiected  on  llie  subject,  came  to  a  resolu 
tion  tliat  tlie  appointment  was  unconstitutional,  and 
voted  its  re-consideration.  In  this  vote  the  senate, 
at  that  time,  did  not  see  fit  to  concur,  aud  the  mem- 
ber look  the  oath  of  office  to  support  llie  constiia- 
tion,  and  assumed  llie  functions  of  a  judge.  The 
subject  was  of  loo  much  iinporlance  forrrpose:  it 
was  directly  laken  up  by  the  most  respectable  edi- 
tors in  the  state,  protested  against,  and  pronounced 
unconstitutional.  It  was  brotight  before  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  state,  by  an  application  for  a 
writ  of  quo  -ludiranto.  That  court  dismissed  it  for 
want  of  jurisdiction,  carefully  avoiding  any  expres- 
sion of  opinion  in  tavpr  of  the  appointment.  It 
was  again  discussed  in  the  public  prints,  and  pro- 
nounced 3  ilagrant  outrage  on  our  constitution. 

"At  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly,  it 
came  belorc  that  body  under  various  shapes,  and 
was  discussed  in  both  houses.  In  the  senate  a  bill 
passed  to  abolish  the  9th  circuit.*  This  being  con- 
sidered by  that  body  as  the  most  faasible  plan  for 
the  removal  of  sn  cbno^cious  and  unconstitutional 
intruder.  The  house  of  representatives  had  the 
subject  several  times  under  consideration;  in  the 
course  of  which  its  leading  members,  some  of 
whom  have  filled  the  first  olfices  of  the  state,  all 
concurred  in  declaring  the  appointment  unconsti 
lulional.  The  bill  from  the  senate  was  finally  lost 
in  the  house,  J6  tvi  32,  for  rea«uns  v  hich  have  no 
connection  with  the  constilution,  and  which  are 
purely  local." 

(l3=Tbe  argument  r>n  the  case  is  a  good  one — but 
ve  should  suppose  thai  argument  about  it  was  not 
r.ecessary.  It  is  one  of  those  plain  common-sense 
transactions  that  is  best  presented  without  much 
comment.  1  he  only  thing,  we  should  suppose, 
that  can  be  urged  by  the  other  side,  is  the  inviola- 
bility and  iiifallihitiiy  of  Ihe  judicial  character. — 
"Once  a  judge  always  a  judge,"  is  the  practice  un- 
der our  system,  without  much  regard  either  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  office  may  be  obtained,  or  that 
in  wliich  its  duties  are  perfornicd.  If  a  regard  for 
the  constitution  and  his  own  sense  of  propriety, 
shall  not  induce  Mr.  Torrencc  to  resign— (admit- 
ting that  the  case  is  Tairly  represented),  we  cannot 
see  what  remedy  the  people  of  Ol.io  have  but  that 
of  Mn-judging  him,  by  abolishing  his  'circuit.  And 
there  is  a  want  of  dignity  in  such  pioceedings.  It 
15  true,  that  we,  in  Maryland,  have  had  our  consli- 
tuiion  altered  to  turn  one  man  out  of  office,  merely 
on  account  of  his  political  principles — but  such 
proceedings  must  have  some  extreme  necessity  to 
justify  them.  One  great  difficulty  seems  to  present 
itself  in  the  present  instance — if  it  shall  be  deter- 
mined Ihal  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Torrence  is  un- 
constitutional, what  will  become  of  his  acts  and 
determinations  as  a  judge?  Can  they  be  legalized 
bv  a  special  act  of  the  legislature?  'i'hese  are  ques- 
tions of  much  «'pith  and  moment,"  and  hold  out 
the  prospect  of  a  glorious  harvest  to  be  reaped  by 
gentlemen  of  the  bar. 

*This  bill  was  passed  to  get  clear  of  the  judge, 
as  it  appears;  but  the  house,  equally  anxious  to  ac 
comp'ish  that  purpose,  feared  otherinconvenience 
if  they  should  sanction  it.  [Ed.  Keo, 


The  writer  of  the  pamphlet  concludes  by  re  - 
questing  the  people  to  examine  I'nd  determine  for 
themselves,  "whether  it  can  be  safe,  prudent  or 
patriolic,  longer  to  pay  any  regard  or  rsspect  to  the 
acts  of  George  P.  i  orrence  as  president  judge.'* 
This  would  be  a  course  iha;  could  hardly  be  ap- 
proved of:  yet  tiiere  is  always  a  point  at  which  re- 
sistance to  oppressive  laws,  or  the  usurpation  of 
powers  not  granted,  should  commence.  Witliout 
recourse  to  this,  nations  and  individuals  mt'st  be- 
come, or  ever  remain  to  be,  slaves;  and  the  doc. 
trine  of  ''legitimate  sovereigns"  be  fully  establish- 
ed. What  is  exiled  rebellion  by  one  side,  is  consi- 
dered as  revolution  by  the  olher.  When  the  F-ng- 
lisli  expelled  a  king  and  imported  a  Dutchman  for 
a  master,  tiiey  called  it  a  "glorious  revolution"  — 
but  when  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  re- 
solved  to  set  up  a  government  for  themselves,  the 
Knglish  said  that  the  Americans  were  rebels. 

The  practice  of  transferring  persons  from  legis- 
lative to  executive  or  judicial  offices  is  growing 
upon  us.  and  strikes  at  the  interests  of  the  people 
most  pointedly.  It  is  this  that  has  rendered  the 
British  parliament  a  mass  of  living  corruption,  and 
that  sends  so  many  speech-makers  to  our  national 
and  state  legislatures.  Office  is  their  object,  and 
when  they  have  sold  olf  their  ayes  they  sell  off 
their  noes— alw  ays  m  readiness  for  the  highest  bid- 
der. As  ourconstituticjis,  though  many  are  appa- 
rently  well  guarded  on  this  subject,  liave  failed  to 
accomplish  the  design  of  their  fiamers,  the  people 
must  take  the  matter  up,  and  pronounce  him  a  bad 
man  who  confers  another  office  on  a  legislator 
during  the  term  for  v.hich  he  was  elected,  and  him 
also,  as  unworthy  of  confidence,  who  receives  one 
under  such  circumstances— unless  the  manifest  ex- 
pediency or  absolute  necessity  of  the  procedure 
can  be  shewn.  There  is  no  security  in  the  promises 
of  men,  in  cases  of  this  nature.  When  Casilereagh 
was  a  candidate  for  the  Irish  parliament,  he  took  an 
oath  in  public  before  the  people,  that  he  would 
not  accept  of  any  office  from  the  crown — and  then 
laughed  at  them  for  believing  that  he  meant  to 
keep  it. 

Clerks — at  "Washisbtott.  A  list  of  the  clerks 
employed  in  the  public  offices  at  Washington  is 
annually  published,  shewing  also  the  amount  of 
compensation  paid  to  each  of  them.  In  every 
branch  of  the  business  of  a  department,  there  is  a 
chief  clerk,  who  receives  2000,  1700,  or  1600  dol- 
lars a  year,  according  to  the  duties  or  responsi- 
bilities of  his  station;  the  latter  sum  is  also  paid 
to  many  other  clerks,  as  the  second  grade  in  the 
most  importantsub-divisions  of  business.  The  other 
rates  of  pay  are  1400—1150—1000—800;  about  one 
half  of  the  whole  number  being  at  1150  or  1000. 
The  following  may  be  interesting  for  reference. 

IS  THE    DF.rAnTMENT  OF  STATE--12  CtEHKS. 

Amount  of  salaries  15,900  dollars — For  extra 
services  1112  dollars. 

IJf  THE  TBEASLRr  DErARTMENT 171   CLERKS,  viz: 

In  the  secretary's  office  8  clerks,  who  received, 
S10.233. 

In  the  Istcomptroller's— 15  clerks,  pay  17,850, 

In  the  2nd  comptroller's— 9  clerks,  pay  9,750. 

First  auditor's— 13  cltrks,  pay  14  700. 

Second  auditor's — 16  clerks,  pay  16,597. 

Third  auditor's— 26  clerks,  pay  28,600. 

Fourth  auditor's— 13  clerks,  pay  15,050. 

Fifth  auditor's— 12  clerks,  p^y  14.200. 

Treasurer's— 6  clerks,  pay  6,450. 

Register's— 24  clerks,  pay  22,350. 
\     General  land  office— 29  clerks,  22,550. 
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Total  clerk  hire  paid  in  this  department  in  1821, 
Sir8,330.  Some  of  those  on  this  list  were  not 
permanent,  or  at  least  were  not  employed  all  the 
year.  The  same  remark  will  apply  to  other  de- 
partments. 

IS  Ttlh  DEPAnTMEKT  OF  WAIl 45  CLEUKS,  viz. 

In    the   department   (proper) — 20    clerks,    pay 

§24,  no, 

Aiijulant  general's  office— 2  clerks,  pay  2,150. 
E  jjitieerotiice  -  2  ckrks,  pa?  2.l5u. 
Ordiiance — 4  clerks,  pay  2,949. 
Commissary  ot  subsistence     2  clerks,  pay  2,150. 
Surgeon  general — 1  clerk,  pay  1,150. 
P;iymastcrge>ieral— 11  ckrks,  pay  7,299  (seve- 
ral of  these  were  temporary.) 

Cimminsary  of  purchases-  3  clerks  2,800. 

IN  THE  NAVY   DKrAUTMEXT 6  CLEIIKS. 

Amount  of  salaries  |^8,2U0. 

Navy  conimissioners  office,  7  clerks — pay  7,550. 

GF.JTEaAI,  POST  OFFICE — 27  Cl.tUKS. 

Amount  of  salaries,  paid  (the  highest  §1,700) 
22,700. 

Several  of  those  were  employed  only  for  short 
periods,  the  regular  clerks  appear  to  amount  to  23. 

FoHTiFiCATioNs.  A  repi>rt,  signed  "Alexander 
Macomb,  major  general  and  chief  engineer,"  in 
answer  to  certain  queries  propounded  by  the  mili- 
tar)  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
furnishes  tiie  following  particulars: 

The  works  at  O/il  Puiiu    Comfort  are  estimated 

to  cost  5816,814     are  three  fourths  done,  and  have 

cost  6l)5,  98  dollars     they  are  t«  mount  200  32pr. 

and  120    18pr  cannon  and  60  large  mortars;  and 

to  require  2625  men  during  war  and  600  in  peace. 

Those  on  tlie  Rip   Kup    Shoal  to  cost  904,355, 

one   third    done,    313,. :25    dollars   expended — to 

mount   108  32pr.  54  24pr.  and  54   i8pr.  cannon; 

and  to  require  1,130  men  in  war  and  2uO  in  peace 

Those  at  JM'jbile  P-dnt  to  "ost  693,292,  nearly  one 

fourth  done,  158,067  dollars  e.xpended— to  mount 

54  32pr.  54  18pr.  cannon  and  10  mortars;  and  to 

require  in  war  900  men  and  in  peace  100. 

'ihose  at  Dauphin  Is'and  to  cost  the  same,  four 
thirteenths  done,  to  mount  the  same  number  and 
weight  of  oninan'  e,  and  to  require  the  sa;ne  quan- 
tities of  men  in  war  and  peace. 

Those  at  the  Ri^olets  and  Chef  ^Menteur,  each 
to  cost  S264  516,  about  four  fifths  done,  i  ach  to 
mount  3)o  32  pr.  and  25  18  pr   cannon,  and  6  mor 


militia  of  the  United  States— most  of  the  ret.irns 
are  not  of  later  date  than  given  in  the  statement 
published  in  the  2uth  vol.  of  this  ^vork,  pag'f  87. 
1  he  aggregate  then  was  899,541  it  now  (3932,447. 
The  return  of  arms,  &c.  is  so  partial  as  to  afford 
no  certain  idea  of  tiie  amount  on  hand,  fit  for  ser- 
vice— but  it  is  large;  not,  however,  near  so  laige, 
or  in  proportion  to  the  names  on  the  muster  rolls. 
These  arms,  &c.  include  only  such  as  properly  be- 
long to  the  states. 

Ghosts.  A  young  lady,  aged  abotit  21  year?, 
lately  died  in  consequence  of  a  flight  received 
fromseeing,  or  supposing  that  she  saw,  something 
white,  in  a  road  along  which  she  was  passing,  a  lit- 
tle while  after  nigl.t.  The  practice  of  repea'iiig 
tales  of  ghosts  and  ho'5go!)lins  to  children,  oug'-.t 
to  be  made  criminal,  and  subject  some  to  be  pub- 
licly ducked  as  witches,  and  others  to  be  ltgal!y 
whipped  as  knaves:  for  the  impressions  thus  made 
on  the  mind  of  a  child  are  hardly  ever  effaced — 
no  more  than  conti-ouled  by  the  most  phdosopliical 
and  discreet  among  us.  Th'  re  f)i«7,'6e  ghosts — but 
I  never  saw  one;  nor  did  I  evjsr  know  a  person 
who  said  that  he  had  seen  one;  and  the  ide.i  held 
out  that  they  are  "as  plenty  as  blackberries''  can- 
not be  too  severely  reprehended.  There  is  no 
natural  fear  of  spectres.  I  knov  a  liitie  boy  ihat 
kept  awake  as  long  as  he  could  hold  his  eyes  open, 
to  catch  a  ghost,  wh>ch  his  fatht-r  had  pro^.i.se(l 
him  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  for,  if  he  would  do;  at 
last,  he  sag' ly  concluded  that  there  was  none  and 
went  to  sleep  An. 1  such  would  be  the  reasor.ing 
of  every  child,  if  it  wms  not  for  the  wretched  [)ruc- 
tice  of  romancing  and  lying  in  their  presence,  or  of 
frightening  them  to  do  this  or  to  refrain  from  doing 
'  that. 

British  taxes.  The  duty  on  lea  in  1792  was 
ten  per  cent,  it  is  now  n.ore  than  ei:^ht  times  as 
much  being  one  hundred  per  cent!  The  duly  on 
salt  is  15s.  per  bushel,  or  thirty  times  its  natural 
cost,  and  was  trip'ed  in  1805,  when  it  w.-^s  ta.xed  at 
the  rate  of  5s.  pir  bushel.  The  duty  on  leather, 
after  being  stationary  for  more  than  a  century, 
wsis  doubled  in  1812  The  total  payments  into  the 
exchequer  in  1793,  on  account  of  the  permanent 
duties  and  temporary  loans,  amounted  to  .£17,674,- 
395.  In  1804,  they  had  increased  to  ,£'i9,335,958, 
or  to  nearly  t/iree  r/^Jies  ttieir  amount  in  1793      In 


tars,  and  requiring  400  men  in  war  and  80  inn-race.  1 1808,  exceeded  the  en(<rmous  sum  of  sixty  six  mil- 
Thesc  expenses  are   estimated   as  for  the  com-    lions;  and  in  1820,  in  Xhe  ffih  year  nf  pence  they 
pletion  of  the  works,  previous  to  the  reception  of  |  amounted  to  £50,365,260,  or  tn  considerable  more 
their  armament  or  garrisons.     It  is  obser\et',  how- 
ever, that  the  progress  of  the  works  on  tiie  (iulf  of 
Mexico  have  not  been  proportionate  to  the  amount 
expended,  compared  with  that  originally  estimat- 
ed, and  given  above,  in  consequence  of  unexpect- 
ed difficulties. 

By  another  report,  in  answer  to  certain  en- 
quiries of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  it 
appears  that  the  island  or  m'  le  forming  on  the 
'♦Kip  Raps"  has  wholly  cost  327,205  dollar.^,  and 
that  102.477  perches  of  st<me  have  been  deposited 
on  the  shoal  that  a  further  deposite  of  100,.;23 
perches  of  stone  is  required;  but,  as  the  exte- 
rior of  the  mole  IS  to  b  cased  with  large  siones 
to  resist  the  action  of  the  sea,  it  is  supposed  that 
the  cost  of  die  latter  will  exceed  that  ot  the  former 
amount  deposited,  in  the  sum  of  60  or  80,000  dol- 
lars. 

Militia.     The   secretary  of  war  has  nirnished 
his  annual  abstract  of  the  jjencral  returns  of  the 


than  their  amount  in  the  eleventh  ye:ir  of  w.tr. 

CcBA.  The  arrivals  at  Hav.ina  during  the  year 
1821,  amounted  to  1322  vessols,  including  69  men 
of  war,  42  of  v,  hicli  v.-ere  foreigners.  Of  the  whole, 
655  wer  J  \merica'  ,  385  Spanish,  128  I-'nglish,  72 
French,  25  Dutch,  15  Urcme  »,  13  Danish,  9  Ham- 
burg, 6  I'ortiigiics! ,  5  Swedish,  4  Stirlmian,  3  pi- 
rates captured  without  flags  1  Prussian  ami  1  Ha- 
noverian. 200  vessels  were  lately  in  the  iiaroor 
waiting  for  the  new  crop.  It  app.  ars  that  what  is 
called  the  "canal  of  the  har!)or"  is  rip'  ly  filling 
up;  and  it  is  apprehended  that  a  44  gun  trigate 
will  Sfjon  be  in  danger  where  tiic  l^rg  st  men  of 
war  WL-ri  safe. 

The  mer  hants  of  Havana  have  la'elysuljscriocd 
20,000  dollars,  for  tlie  purpose  o;  fiiting  out  ves- 
sel.s  to  cruise  against  t^'i:  pirates. 

L  Iters  of  th  2.1  ir.st.  ivr  iv^-d  at  Charleston  and 
also  at  P!iilid--lp!iia  fro.ri  Hav.ma,  a:ini)u:ice  "t.i  .1 
the  measure  which  has'been  some  time  incontcm- 
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jjlaiioii  Will  now  undoubtedly  be  carried  into  ef 
iect,  liMV.ng'  leceived  the  sanciion  of  the  curtes  in 
Sprtiii,  and  of  all  the  authoritits  here,  viz:  'I'liiit  ot 
tiiabiislilng  in  lliis  |Jace  a  df  pos\te  for  merchandise 
of  every  description,  with  Hit  liberty  of  re-exporta- 
tion to  any  quarter,  and  with  every  flag,  on  the 
]5a\ment  f  f  ce  per  cent,  on  import,  and  one  per 
Cf  n'.  on  export  only.  The  term  of  such  deposite  will 
be  any  p^rn-d  under  twelve  montUs  and  a  day." 

EtrGAST  i;xrnACT.  It  would  be  well,  indeed, 
if  tliose  who  are  twisting',  (juirking,  finessing  and 
cheating-,  to  oppress  or  deceive  their  fellow  men, 
wpul'.l  alw;iys  keep  the  fact  before  their  eyes,  that 
— "Li.e  IS  slicrt:  ike  poor  pittance  of  seventy  years 
is  not  xiioi-lh  bfinq  a  villain  for.  What  matters  it  if 
your  jioiglibor  lies  interred  in  a  splendid  tomb? 
Sleep  you  with  innocence.  Look  behind  you 
tluougii  uiu  tracks  of  time,  a  vast  desert  of  un- 
iHipibered  ages  lies  open  in  the  retrospect:  through 
tins  Jeser(  have  your  foreiathers  journeyed  oh,  un- 
til wearied  with  years aed  sorrows,  they  sunk  from 
the  walks  of  man.  You  must  leave  them  v/here 
they  fell,  and  you  are  to  go  a  little  further,  where 
you  will  find  eternal  rest.  Whatever  you  may 
have  to  encounter  between  the  cradle  and  the 
fjrave,  be  not  disnia3'ed.  'I'he  universe  is  in  end- 
less motion;  every  mo.iient  big  with  innumerable 
events,  which  come  not  in  stow  succession,  burst- 
ing forci.ily  from  a  revolving  and  unknown  cause, 
tty  over  this  orb  with  diversified  influence. " 

Blaih. 

Statffmen  and  lawyers  are  sometimes  peculiar 
in  their  modes  of  expression.  The  reverend  com- 
missary, Blair,  who  projected  the  college  in  the 
province  of  \irginia,  and  was  in  England  to  solicit 
benefactions  and  a  charter,  relates,  that  the  queen 
(Mary),  in  the  king's  absence,  having  ordered  the 
attorney  general  (Seymour)  to  draw  up  the  char- 
ter, which  was  to  be  given,  with  two  thousand 
pounds  in  money,  he  opposed  the  grant,  saying 
that  the  nation  was  engaged  in  an  expensive  war, 
that  the  money  was  wanted  for  better  purposes, 
and  he  did  not  see  the  least  occasion  for  a  college 
in  Virginia,  Blair  represented  to  him,  that  its  in- 
tention was  to  educate  and  qualify  young  men  to 
be  ministers  of  the  gospel,  much  wanted  there; 
«nd  begged  Mr,  attorney  general  would  consider, 
that  tiie  people  of  Virginia  had  souls  to  be  saved 
as  well  as  the  people  of  England.  Souls!  said  he, 
damn  your  souls.'  make  tobacco.' — (" Franklin's  Cor- 
respondence, vol.  I,  page  150.) 

CoKSTiTUTiosTAi  acESTiox.  .Tudgc  Tucker,  of 
the  state  of  Missouri,  has  pronounced  loan  office 
certificates  to  be  **biils  of  credit"  within  the  meaning 
of  the  federal  consiitution;  and,  therefore,  uncon- 
stitutional and  void,  'i'his  question  came  on  in  a 
case  between  the  state  and  VVm.  Carr  Lane.  The 
legislature  of  the  state  had  made  all  debts  due  to 
the  state,  or  to  any  country,  and  all  fines,  and  the 
fees  and  salaries  of  all  public  officers,  payable  in 
the  certificatesof  the  loan  office,  the  defendant 
had  been  convicted  of  an  assault  and  battery,  fined 
and  committed  to  custody,  until  the  fi.oe  and  costs 
should  be,  paid.  He  paid  his  fine,  tendered  the 
amount  of  the  costs  in  loan  office  cfrrtificates,  and 
prayed  to  be  discharged.  This  rtiotion  was  re- 
sisted on  the  ground  that  these  certificates  are 
bills  of  credit,  and  that  the  provision  prescribing 
that  costs  shall  be  payable  in  that  currency  is 
unconstitutional  and  void.  In  examining  this  ob- 
jection, judge  Tucker  goes  into  a  long  discus- 


1  sion  on  the  meaning  of  "bills  of  credit,"  and  the 
evils  which  this  clause  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  intended  to  prevent.  He  con- 
tends that  "the  certificates  of  the  loan  office  are 
within  the  mischiefs  contemplated  b)'  the  constitu- 
tion in  the  prohibition  of  bills  of  credit:  they  are 
equally  within  the  letter;  they  are  bills;  they  are 
issued  by  the  state;  they  are  issued  on  tlie  credit  of 
the  state,  and,  though  in  terms  they  are  evidences 
of  debt,  yet  in  fact  they  are  advances  of  the  credit 
of  the  state."  Finally,  he  decided  that  the  "loan 
office  itself  is  an  unconstitutional  institution,  and 
all  statutory  contrivances  to  promote  tlie  circula- 
tion of  its  paper  are  unconstitutional,  void,  and  of 
no  effect."  Rich.  Enquirer, 

State  of  JVew  York. — Summary  of  the  census  ta- 
ken  under  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state, 
passed  March  16,  1821,  as  reported  by  the  secre- 
tary of  slate  to  the  legislature. 

Freeholders,  owning  freeholds  to  the 
amount  of  §250  and  upwards,  100,490 

Freeholders,  owning  fjceholds  to  the  va- 
lue of  S^O  and  upwards,  8,985 

Persons  not  owning  freeholds,  but  rent- 
ing tenements  to  the  yearly  value  of  5  dol- 
lars, 93,035 

Persons  not  owning  freeholds  nor  rent- 
ing tenements,  but  who  pay  taxes,  or  serve 
in  the  militia,  or  work  on  the  highways,  or 
are  exempt  from  militia  duty,  or  from  tax- 
ation, 56,877 


Grand  total, 


259,387 


Number  of  acres  of  improved  land,  oc- 
cupied in  this  state,  5,717,494 
Number  of  neat  cattle,  1,215,049 
horses  262,623 
sheep                                      2,147,351 
Yards  of  fulled  cloth  manufactured  in 
the  domestic  way,  the  year  immediately 
preceding                                                      1,958,712 

Yards  offlannel  and  other  woollen  cloths, 
not  fulled,  manufactured  in  the  domestic 
way,  during  the  same  year,  2,451,107 

Yards  of  linen,  cotton,  or  other  thin 

cloths,  manufactured  in  the  domestic  way 

during  the  same  year,  5,655,985 

Grist  mills,  2,132 

Saw  mills  4,304 

Oil  mills  139 

Fulling  mills  991 

Carding  machines  1,233 

Cotton  and  woollen  factories  184 

Iron  works  107 

Trip  hammers  172 

Distilleries  1,057 

Asheries  1,262 

The  whole  population  of  the  statebeing  1,372,812, 

we  have  the  following  comparisons — 

Of  the  whole  population  more  than  ^fourteenth 
part  are  freeholders— a  very  extraordinary  propor- 
tion, we  should  suppose:  and  shewing  one  of  the 
great  reasons  why  the  state  has  so  rapidly  advanc- 
ed in  population  and  wealth. 

There  is  not  quite  four  and  an  half  acres  of  im- 
proved land  to  each  person. 

The  neat  cattle  are  nearly  as  numerous  as  the 
people — there  is  about  one  horse  for  every  six  per- 
sons, and  more  than  one  sheep  and  an  half  for  each 
of  the  whole  population  of  the  state. 

The  cloth  manufactured  in  families,  is  equal  to 
more  than  four  yards  for  each  individual.  AVe  should 
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have  been  glad  if  the  quantity  produced  in  the  ma- 
nufactories had  been  added;  but  perhaps,  this  may 
be  made  known  to  us  v/hen  the  account  taken  by 
the  United  States  is  published. 

Commerce  of  Canada. — The  importations  into 
Quebec,  for  the  year  1821,  are  stated  in  round  num- 
bers as  follows.— Liquors,  246,000/;  sugars,  40,000/; 
Coffee,  eriOO/;  teas,  34,900/;  poods  paying  ^l  per 
cent.  536,000/;  other  goods  (deducting  articles  re- 
shipped),  16,000/;  total  amount,  878,000/.  The  ex- 
portations  during  the  same  period,  considerably  ex- 
ceeded  500,000/,  exclusive  of  peltries;  but  the  ex- 
portation of  the  staple  commodities,  or  productions 
of  the  provinces,  including  new  ships,  are  stated  ra- 
ther under  320,000/.  The  lumber  shipments  for 
the  last  year  fall  short  of  1820,  about  200,000/,  The 
freights,  says  the  Quebec  Gazette,  arising  from  the 
Canada  trade  for  1821,  out  and  in,  sickly  as  it  ap- 
pears to  h.ve  been,  will  exceed  330,000/.  All,  or 
nearly  all  this  sum  goes  to  the  ship  owners  in  Eng- 
land, without  a  participation  of  profit  to  the  Cana- 
dian. Only  about  5000  barrels  of  flour  appear  to 
have  been  shipped  for  Great  Britain;  that  small 
quantity,  with  the  cost  of  wheat  sent  away  this  year, 
including  freight,  wdl  exceed  100,000/,  and  will  be 
locked  up,  in  addition  to  shipments  made  in  1820, 
amounting  perhaps  to  as  much  more.     [  Com.  Adv. 

Bermuda, — We  have  more  than  once,  within  the 
last  few  months,  mentioned  the  difficulties  that 
Jiave  repeatedly  taken  place  between  the  colonial 
governor  and  the  people.  At  one  time,  our  rea- 
ders may  recollect,  the  governor  issued  a  mittimus, 
and  committed  several  persons  to  prison,  where 
they  remained  16  days.  Since  tiiat  time,  they  have 
each  brought  actions  against  the  jailor  for  false  im- 
prisonment, and  two  of  the  plaintiffs  recovered 
verdicts  of  500/.  and  the  two  others  250/.  each. — 
The  offence  alleged  by  the  governor,  it  was  de- 
cided, was  one  which  he  had  no  right  to  take  cog- 
nizance of,  and  when  the  warrant  of  his  excellency 
was  offered,  by  the  defendant,  as  a  plea  of  justifica- 
tion, it  was  refused  by  the  court,  on  the  ground  of 
its  illegallity,  his  excellency  having  no  riglU,  either 
as  governor,  and  comniander  in  chief,  or  ordinary, 
to  issue  such  warrant.  We  flunk  his  excellency 
liad  better  make  the  best  of  his  way  back  to  Eng- 
land; for,  with  the  people  and  the  courts  of  justice 
against  him,  he  can  hardly  expect  many  benefits  to 
flow  from  his  administration.  ib. 

Mn.  RANDOLrH.  For  the  following  address  of 
this  eccentric  gentleman,  to  the  «'Freeholders  of 
Charlotte,  Ruckingham,  Prince  Edward  and  Cum- 
berland," we  are  indebted  to  the  "Kichmond  En- 
quirer," of  the  26th  inst. 

"JMy  Friends — for  such  indeed  you  liave  proved 
yourselves  to  be  through  good  and  through  evil  re- 
port—I  throw  myself  on  your  indulgence,  to  which 
I  have  never  yet  appealed  in  vain.  It  is  now  just 
five  years  since  the  state  of  my  health  reluctantly 
compelled  me  to  resist  your  solicitations,  (backed 
by  my  own  wishes),  to  offer  my  services  to  your 
suffrages.  The  recurrence  of  a  similar  calamity 
obliges  me  to  retire,  for  a  while,  from  the  field  of 
duty,  and  if  1  shall  find  it  impracticable  to  return 
by  December  next,  my  resignation,  (already  writ- 
ten), will  be  tendered  to  the  governor  in  time  to 
prevent  your  being  unrepresented  in  the  nest  ses- 
sion of  congress.  It  would  be  oflered  now,  but  that 
the  approaching  close  of  the  session  would  render 
a  re-election  nugatory  as  to  present  purposes.  The 
tatc  of  my  afrairs,(as  is  well  known  to  some  of  you). 


requires  my  presence  at  home — but  selfpreserva- 
lion  imperiously  enjoins  a  suspension  of  all  busi- 
ness whatsoever:  and,  indeed,  with  ail  my  deficien- 
cies for  the  station  in  which  your  partiality  hasbeen 
pleased  to  place  me,  I  have  never  yet  postponed 
your  interests  to  m.y  own. 

Should  the  mild  climate  of  France  and  the  change 
of  air  restore  my  health,  you  wdl  again  find  me  a 
candidate  for  your  independent  suffrages  at  the 
next  election,  (1823.) 

I  have  an  especial  desire  to  be  in  that  congress, 
which  will  decide,  (probably  by  indirection),  the 
character  of  tlie  executive  government  of  the  con- 
federation for  at  least  four  years — perhaps  forever: 
since  now,  for  the  first  time  since  tlie  institution  of 
this  government,  we  have  presented  to  the  people 
the  army  candidate  for  the  presidency,  in  the  person 
of  him,  who,  judging  from  present  appearance,  will 
receive  the  support  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  also. 
This  is  an  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  with 
a  vengeance — one,  which  even  the  sagacity  of  Pa- 
trick Henry  never  anticipated,  in  this  shape  at  least. 
Let  the  people  look  to  it,  or  they  are  lost  for- 
ever. They  will  fall  into  that  gulf,  which,  under 
the  artificial,  military  and  paper  systems  of  Eu- 
rope, divides  Dives  from  Lazarus,  and  grows  daily 
and  hourly  broader,  deeper  and  more  appalling. 
To  this  state  of  things,  we  are  rapidly  approaching 
under  an  administration,  the  head  of  which  sits  an 
incubus  upon  the  state,  while  the  lieutenants  of  this 
new  mayor  of  the  pMlare  are  already  contending 
for  the  succession;  and  their  retainers  and  adhe- 
rents are  witii  difficulty  kept  from  coming  to  blows, 
even  on  the  floor  of  congress.  We  are  arrived  at 
that  pitch  of  degeneracy  when  the  mere  lust  of 
power,  the  retention  of  place  and  patronage,  can 
prevail  not  only  over  every  consideration  of  public 
duty,  but  stifle  the  suggestions  of  personal  honor, 
which  even  the  ministers  of  the  decaj'ed  govern- 
ments of  Europe  have  nwt  yet  learnt  entirely  to 
disregard.  Should  God  spare  me,  you  shall  be  in- 
formed how  it  has  come  to  pass  that,  after  settling 
the  Florida  question  at  the  expense  of  a  vast  sa- 
crifice of  territory  "sotith  of  36^  of  north  latitude," 
we  are  yet  embroiled  with  Spain — and,  in  passing, 
it  may  be  as  well  to  recollect  that  the  command  of 
the  Hed  rivei'and  the  Arkansaw,  (the  gates  of  New- 
Orleans),  will  have  to  be  contested,  not  with  the 
imbecile  and  puny  government  of  Spain,  but  with 
a  young  and  rising,  and,  therefore,  ambitious  re- 
public. 

Should  it,  however,  be  IIis  will  that  we  never 
meet  again— be  that  will  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in 
Heaven — Amen.         John  Randolph,  of  Roanoke. 

On  board  the  steam  boat  Nautilus,  upder  weigh  to  the  Aniitv. 
Saturday,  March  16,  1822.  ' 

P.  S. — I  did  not  leave  my  seat  until  the  fate  of 
the  bankrupt  bill,  (to  which  my  mite  was  contri- 
buted), was  ascertained.  In  case  of  need  I  was  ready 
to  vote  on  the  third  reading.  J.  R,  of  K, 

(I^Letters,  via  New- York,  to  the  care  of  the  post- 
master, will  reach  me.  My  address  is  "care  of  John 
and  William  Gilliat,  London." 

Spanish  claims.  The  board  of  commissioners, 
appointed  under  the  lltfi  article  of  the  treaty  of 
amity,  settlement,  and  limits,  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  bis  Catholic  majesty,  con- 
cluded at  Washington,  on  the  22d  February,  1819, 
have  passed  the  following  orders— of  which  those 
concerned  are  desired  to  take  notice: 

"Ordered,  That  all  persons  having  claims  to  be 
received  by  this  commission,  memorials  of  which 
have  not  yet  been  filed,  do  file  a  memorial  of  their 
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said  claims  with  the  secretary,  on  or  before  the 
TESTii  day  of  June  next;  after  -which  date  no  memorial 
•will  be  received  by  the  board,  unless  good  cause  be 
shown  wliy  the  same  has  not  been  before  exhibited, 
in  pursuance  of  the  repeated  orders  requiring  the 
same  to  be  presented. 

<'lt  is  further  Ordered,  That  each  of  the  said 
memorials  hereby  required  to  be  filed,  shall  be 
prepared  and  verified  in  conformity  with  the  di- 
rections prescribed  in  the  orders  of  the  14th  June, 
18:1. 

«It  is  further  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  cause 
the  above  orders  to  be  published  in  the  National 
Intellig'encer,  printed  at  Wasliington.** 

On  the  11th  inst.  the  board  adjourned  to  meet 
ajrain  on  the  11th  June  next. 


Boots 
Shoes 

I'allow  candles 
Soap 

Sn.ift"  » 

Manufactured  tobac.  " 


pairs 
}> 

lbs. 


IJv  order, 
nth  March.  1S22. 


T.  WATKINS,  Secretary. 


Commerce  of  the  United  States. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  abtracts  contained  m  our  last, 
we  find  that  one  summary  statement  was  omitted 
■which  we  intended  to  have  inserted,  as  follows: 

Qiutntities  of  domestic  articles  exported  in  the 
year  1821. 

Quantity. 
Fish,  dried  or  smoked  qt!s.     267,305 

pickled  bbh,      76,429 

Spermacetti  oil  guts.       7,250 


Value. 


263,258 
661,409 
149.083 

20,53$ 

1,975 

26oo2 

3,5 12 

70,2-0 

230,648 

24.Uol 

2,165 

56.919 

714. 

1,489 

Other  articles,  in  -which  the  quantities  are  not  dC' 
signated  Value  given  in  dolLirs:  Household  lurni- 
tuie  179,436;  coaches  and  other  carnages  20,.>60,; 
hats  63,363;  saddlery  4L172;  leather  243,555;  c  ..st- 
ings  and  minutacturt'S  of  iron,  except  nsids  .7  813.; 
copper  and  bruss,  and  copp<'r  manufactured  26,694; 
medicinal  drugs  44,998.  Articles  not  enumerated — 
manufactured  492,009;  raw  produce,  215,742. 
NoTK — shelving  the  ciiief  destinations  of  some  of  the 


Lintseed  oil 

Spirits  turpentine 

Hrown  sugar 

Cables  and  cordage 

Lead 

N,.ils 

Spirits  fm.  molasses 

Sugar  refined 

Chocolate 

Gunpowder 

In  igo 

VVIiale  bone 


gals. 
>» 

lbs. 

c-wt. 

lbs. 
>t 

gals. 

lbs. 
>» 

jj 

5» 


3,392  I 
181  889  S 
1.453,628  > 
3,915.272  S 
44.552  > 
1,332,949  5 
16,370;^ 
19,016  5 
24,59-3 
2,3«4 
56.192 
941,080 
840,761 
156,5^^7 
10,359 
289,559 
1  u04 
16  349 


g7"8,778 ;  principal  articles. 


Whale  5;  other  fish  oil  do.  1,068,025 
Spermacetti  candles  lbs.  424,952 
"Wood,  various* 

manufactures  of 

Tar  and  pitch  bbls. 

Bosin  and  turpentine       " 
tons. 


Ashes,  pot  and  pearl 

Furs  and  skins 

Ginseng 

Beef 

Tallow 

Hides 

Horned  cattle 

Butter  and  cheese 

Pork,  hams,  Scc.f 

Horses  853,  mules  94 

Sheep 

Flour 

Indian  corn 

meal 

Wheat,  other  small  gram, 

and  rye  meal 
Biscuit  47,509  barrels, 

31,370  kegs 
Potatoes 
Apple* 
Rice 

Cotton,  Sea  Island 
other 


lbs. 
bbls. 
lbs. 

710. 
» 

lbs. 


no. 
bbls. 
bush, 
bbls. 


71,196? 

79,213  5 

8,353 

352,992 

66,887^ 

,     81,691  • 

13,558  f 

5,081J 

1,835,455 


264,813 
5,340 
348.991 
169  777 
1,458,181 
169,715 

314,660 

889.348 
766,205 
171,786 


11,117 
1,056,119 

607,277 
131,669 


hush. 
»» 

tierces 


90,889 
68  643 
88,221 


lbs.  11,344,066 
"  113,549, '^39 


hhds. 

bush. 

lbs. 


Tobacco 

Flaxseed 

Hops 

"Wax 

Beer.  &c.  87,592  gals. 

14.456  doz 
Spirits,  from  grain    gah. 


66.858 
264,310 
319,501 
241,909 


167,422 


698,323 

190,287 

1,354,116 

59,830 

22,175 

4,298,043 

261,099 

345,180 

123,388 

157,389 

3U.500 

39,966 

1,494,307 

20,157,484 

5,648,962 

420,202 

18,498 

85,654 

120,561 


•25,500  M.  staves  and  heading;  53,583  do.  shin- 
gles; 76,244  M.  feet  boards  and  planks;  15,220  tons 
hewn  timber;  other  lumber  worth  §90,521.  In  ad- 
dition  to  the  above,  masts  and  spars  to  the  value  of 
54,627;  oak  burk  and  other  dyes  139,534  dolls. 

-{•66,647  bbls  porks:  1,607,506  lbs.  hams  and  ba- 
con, 3,996,551  lbs.  lard,  7,885  hogs. 


Fish,  &c.  French  W.  Indies,  Cuba,  Ilayti,  Spain, 
Dutch  West  Indies,  Brazil,  8c.c, 

Oils  -  to  Ilaiise  towns,  Holland,  Spain.Cub.i, Swe- 
den, Brazil,  Fr  ndi  W.  Indies. 

Lumber  — to  Untisli  American  colonies,  Cubaand 
other  W    India  islands. 

Navitl  ston  s — to  England,  two  thirds  of  the  whole. 
Ashes  -to  Kngland  and  Kritish  American  colo- 
nies, three  fourths  of  the  whole;  to  Holland  and 
France  nearly  all  the  rest. 

Skins  and  furs— half  to  England,  the  rest  chiefly 
to  the  Haiise  towns  and"  China. 

Bet  f,  &r. — to  British  N.  A.  colonies,  Cuba,  Haytj, 
and  oiht  r  W.  Indies  Butter  and  cheese  the  same. 
Pork,  bacon,  &  .  the  same. 

Flour— to  Cuba,  Hayti,  British  N.  A.  colonies. 
Brazils,  W.  Indies  generally  Other  meal  and  grain, 
the  same;  also  biscuit,  potatoes,  apples,  &c. 

Rice- to  England,  Hanse  towns,  Cuba,  H.iyti, 
Holland,  France  and  W.  Indies  generally. 

Cotton — all  the  sea-island,  except  about  500,000 
lbs.  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  the  rest  to  France. 
Otlier,  about  77  millions  to  Great  Britain  and  Ire 
land;  27  do.  to  France,  4  do.  to  Holland;  Italy  and 
the  Hanse  towns,  less  than  a  million  each. 

Tobaco— one  third  to  England,  8tc.  13,216  hhds. 
to  Holland;  10.472  to  Hanse  towns;  7,042  Gibraltar; 
3,478  to  France,  2,450  to  Spain;  1,491  Italy  and 
Malta;  1,296  Sweden;  French  W.  Indies  1,000-all 
else  under  1,000. 

Flaxseed  to  Ireland.  Hops— to  England  anfl 
Hanse  towns. 

Manufactured  articles,  chiefly  to  West  Indies  and  ; 
South  America. 

():;j=l'o conclude  all  that  we  think  it  necessary  to 
take  from  the  document,  we  add  the  following  sum- 
mary, for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  labor  of  a 
brother  editor — who  says: 

"We  have  extracted  from  this  report  a  number 
of  items  which  may  be  interesting,  particularly  to 
our  mercantile  readers.  In  making  the  selection, 
we  have  taken  the  most  important  articles,  and  have 
considered  the  excess  of  importations  over  cxporta- 
tions  as  the  q'lantity  consumed  or  manufactured 
in  the  country  during  the  year.  This  may  not  be 
crit"ically  exact,  but  will  probably  approach  very 
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near  to  certainty.  We  have  also  stated  the  com- 
parative .imoimt  of  business  between  the  West  In- 
dia colonies  of  several  European  powers. 

lbs.  Value. 

Coffee,  imported  21.273,659     §4,489,970 

exported  9,387.556        2,087,479 


riemainini^  for  consumption 

of  the  U.  States  11,886,054 

Teas,  imported  4,975,646 

exported  389,423 


Remaining^,  &c.  4,586,223 

Sugars,  (ail  kinds)  imp'd  59,515,701 

exported,  20,065,725 

Remaining.  Sec.  39,453,976 

TVi/ies,  of  all  kind  import-  galls. 

ed  3,215,142 

exported  329,732 

Remaining,  Stc.  2,885  410 

Spirits,  of  ail  kinds,  imp.     3,657,150 

esiyorted  294,237 


Remaining',  &c. 
Jlfolasscs,  imported 
exported 


3,962,913 

9,085,982 

39,421 


Remaining,  &c.  9,047,561 

Iron,  bur,  shfct,  rolled  and  pig  cast- 
intjs,  ai  chors,  tacks  and  nails, 
imported 
exported 

Remaining,  &c. 
Silk  goods,  imported 
exported 

Remaining,  &c. 
Woollens,  stuHs,    blankets  and  rugs, 
imported 
exported 

Remaining,  8cc. 
Cotton  piece  goods,  printed,  colored 
and  white,  imported 

exported  » 

Remaining,  &c. 
S\'ankeens,  imported 
exported 

Nankeens  exported  this  year  beyond 
the  importation  of  the  year 

Gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion  ex- 
ported according  to  custom  house 
returns 

Do.        do.        imported 


2,402.491 

1,322,636 

242,372 

1,080,264 
3,553,895 
1,549,323 

2,004,567 

1,873,464 
240,929 


Sl,632,535 

1,804,798 

176,392 


§1,628,406 

1,710,227 

11,232 

§1,707,995 


§1,415,557 
75,794 


and  if  to  this  be  added  five  millions  of  gallons  o^ 
spirits  probably  manufactured  from  molasses,  the 
whole  quantity  of  toreign  spirits,  and  spirits  made 
of  foreign  materials,  and  wine  used  in  the  United 
Slates,  will  probably  exceed  eleven  millions  of  gal- 
Ions,  and  cost  almost  five  millions  of  dollars. 

The  value  of  coffee,  teas,  sugars,  wines,  spii  its  and 
molasses  consumed  during  the  year  is  10,446  253 
dollars. 

1  he  value  of  silt  goods,  woollens,  stuffs,  blan- 
kets and  rugs  and  cotton  piece  goods,  printed,  co- 
lored and  white,  consumed,  is  16,467.202  dollars. 
Comparative  statement  of  the  co'nmerce  between 

the  United  States  and  the  West  India  colonies  of 

several  European  powers. 

Imported  into 
the  U.  S. 


Swedish  West  India 

Danisli  do. 

D-.itch  do. 

Kri'.ish  do. 

French  do. 

Spanish  do.  exclusive  of 
Cuba 


§611.116 

1.983  574 
860  950 
927  346 
900  619 

847,691 


m^ported 

from  U.  S. 

§560,226 

1,801.779 

683,04:1 

265  102 

896,435 

415,546 


§1,339,363 
4,486,924 
1,057,253 


§3,429,691 

7,238,954 
379,252 


§6.126  296 
6.584  589 


§4.622,131 
Cuba  6^584^89  4  540,680 

It  appears  that  our  commerce  with  Cuba  exceeds 
that  which  we  have  with  all  the  West  India  colonie.s 
of  all  the  F.'iropean  powers;  this  is  a  striking  illus- 
tration of  the  ma.gnitude  of  our  trade  with  that 
opulent  and  productive  Island. 
Hayti  §3,246,257         §2,270,601 


§6,859,702 

6,877,812 
700,003 

§6,177,709 
361,978 
874,608 


§512,630 


§10.478,059 
8,064,890 


Exported  more  than  imported  §2,413,169 

To  this  may  fairly  be  added  the  amount 
exported  beyond  what  was  imported, 
and  where  neither  were  entered  at 
the  castom  house  586,831 


§3,000,000 

Of  coffee,  teas  'and  sugar,  more  than  fifty-five 
millions  of  pounds,  and  which  cost  about  five  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  dollars,  appear  to  have  been  con- 
sumed during  the  year. 

About  six  millions  and  a  quarter  of  gallons  of 
wine  and  spirits,  were  used  for  home  consumption;  \     Aggregate 


Army  of  the  United  States. 

Report  of  the  adjutant  general,  James  Gadsden, 
Jan.  2,  1822.  of  the  army  of  the  United  States 
under  the  command  of  maj.  gen.  Brown — laid 
before  the  house  of  representatives,  March  12, 
1822.     [.Vbstbact.] 

benehat,  st.iff. 

Major  general 

Brigadier  generals 

Quarter  master  general 

Adjutant  general 

Inspectors  general 

Com.  gen.  of  subsistence 

Quarter  masters  gen. 

Topographical  engineers 

Assistant  do.  ' 

Com  general  of  purchases 

Surgeon  general 

Paymaster  general 

Paymasters 

Surgeons 

Assistant  do. 

Military  store-keepers 


1 
2 
1 

1 

o 

— # 

1 

2 
6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

14 

8 

45 

13 


Aggregate 

ACADEMIC  STAFF  8F  CADETS. 

Assistant  engineer 

Professor  of  N.  and  E.  Philosophy 

do.        of  Mathematics 

do.         of  engineering 
Chap,  and  prof,  of  Ethics 
Assistant  professor 
Teachers  of  French 
Teacher  of  drawing 
Sword  master 
Cadets 


103 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
241 

251 
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STRENGTH  OF  THE  ARMT,  BT  RKOIMENTS  AND  COUPS. 

Corps  of  t-Hgineers  Total         23 

Four  regiments  of  artillery  1977 

Seven  regiments  otiiitanlry  3367 

Ordnance  men  53 

Men  5,420 

OFFICERS  nos.  COM.  OFPICEnS  AND  PUIVAThS. 


>»l^  ■  ■ 

»M 

? 

a» 

< 

1 

ir 

2 

o 

S 

S 

§• 

r; 

;£ 
^ 

i 

H 

'? 

0 

0 

<>* 

Colonels 

7 

0 

4 

11 

I/ieut.  colonels 

6 

0 

0 

0 

5 

l! 

Majors 

7 

0 

0 

0 

5 

12 

Captains 

58 

5 

0 

0 

34 

97 

First  lieutenants 

59) 
68  5 

4 

5 

5 

119 

260 

Second  lieutenants 

Sergeant  majors 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Qr.  M.  Sergeants 

8 

0 

u 

U 

0 

8 

Principal  musicians 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

Hospital  steward 

1 

0 

0 

u 

u 

1 

Sergeants 

212 

29 

19 

6 

19 

285 

CorpoialB 

226 

44 

19 

9 

25 

323 

Musicians 

144 

11 

0 

4 

10 

169 

Artificers 

59 

4 

U 

2 

2 

67 

Ordnance  men 

53 

0 

0 

0 

0 

53 

Privates 

2474 

473 

215 

[  166 

249 

3577 

Ttie  army  is  distributed  at  about  fifty  posts  and 
places  along  the  sea-coast  and  inland  frontier, 
which  it  does  not  seem  necessary  to  detail  just 
now,  having  several  times  before  given  a  list  of  the 
posts,  he.  in  this  work.  The  following  are  the 
only  places  at  which  the  troops  amount  to  or  ex- 
ceed 100  men. 

At  Fort  Independence,  Boston 
Harbor  of  New  York 
At  Sackett's  Harbor 

Green  Bay,  Michigan 

Chicago 

Norfolk 

Nachitoches 

Baton  Koiige 

Fort  Smith  (Arkansas) 

St.  Marks'  (Florida) 

Pensacola 

Council  Bluffs 

St.  Peter's 


114 
113 
524 
429 
102 
106 
251 
292 
194 
120 
645 
535 
369 


South  American  States. 

At  the  head  of  the  documents  that  accompanied 
the  late  message  of  the  president,  recommending 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the 
South  American  republics,  is  the  following  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  Forbes,  on  his 
appointment  as  commercial  agent  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
It  may  shew  the  previous  ground  that  had  been  as- 
sumed by  our  government,  and  is  therefore  impor- 
tant. 

From  the  secretary  of  stale  to  Mr.  John  M.  Forbes, 
at  JWai  York, 
Df.pahtmest  of  state,  5th  Jult,  1820. 

Sir:  The  certificate  from  this  department,  which 
has  been  made  out  and  transmitted  to  you,  consti- 
tutes you  agent  for  commerce  and  seamen,  for 
either  of  the  provinces  of  Buenos  Ayres  or  of  Chili, 
in  whichsoever  of  them  Mr  J.  B.  Frevost  shall  not 
be.  He  is  at  this  time  at  Buenos  Ayres,  but  having 
at  one  period  intimated  to  the  president  a  prefer- 
ence to  return  to  Chili,  where  he  some  time  resid- 
ed, it  is  thought  due  to  him  to  leave  the  selection 


of  his  residence,  after  your  arrival  at  Buenos  A\res, 
to  himself.  Should  he  determine  to  continue  there, 
you  will  proceed,  eiiiier  by  land  over  the  Andes, 
or  in  the  frigaie  Constellation  round  Cape  Horn  to 
Valparaiso,  and  take  up  your  residence  there,  or  at 
St.  Jago  de  Chdi,  which  is  understootl  to  be  the 
seal  of  the  revolutionary  government  of  that  pro- 
vince. If  he  should  prefer  to  return  thither,  you 
will  rt-main  at  Buenos  Ayrcs. 

The  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  those  countries,  though  not  very  consi- 
dcrablf,  is  deserving  of  particular  attention.  What* 
ever  accurate  information  yow  can  obtain,  relating 
to  it,  as  well  as  to  the  commerce  of  those  countries 
with  other  nations,  and  of  their  internal  trade,  will 
be  particularly  acceptable;  the  condition  of  our 
seamen  there  w ill  also  dtserve  your  notice.  The 
pert<)rmance  of  these  duties  will  involve  also  the 
political  relations  between  those  countries  Mnd 
U.  b.  In  the  progress  of  their  revolution,  Rueisoa 
Ayres  and  Chili  have,  to  the  extent  of  their  powers, 
and  indeed,  far  beyond  their  natural  means,  com- 
bined maritime  operations  with  those  of  their  war 
by  land.  Having  no  ships  or  seamen  of  their  own, 
tiiey  have  countenanced  and  encouraged  foreign- 
ers to  enter  their  service,  without  always  consirler- 
ing  how  far  it  might  aff'tct  either  the  rights  or  the 
duties  of  the  nations  to  which  those  foreigners  be- 
longed. The  privateers,  which,  with  the  commis- 
sions, and  under  the  flag  of  Buenos  Ayres,  have 
committed  so  many  and  such  atrocious  acts  of  pira- 
cy,  were  all  either  fitted  out,  manned,  and  oflicered 
by  foreigners  at  Buenos  Ayres,  or  even  in  foreign 
countries,  not  excepting  our  own,  to  which  blank 
commissions  both  i'or  the  ships  and  officers  have 
been  sent.  In  the  instructions  to  the  late  commo- 
dore Ferry,  which  his  lamented  decease  prevented 
from  being  executed  by  him,  and  a  copy  of  which 
is  now  furnished  to  you,  certain  articles  in  the  Bue- 
nos Ayrean  privateering  ordinance  were  pointed 
out,  particularly  liable  to  the  production  of  these 
abuses,  and  which,  being  contrary  to  the  establish- 
ed usages  among  civilized  nations,  it  was  hoped 
would  have  been  revoked,  or  made  to  disappear 
from  their  otherwise  unexceptionable  code.  These 
instructions  were  renewed  to  commodore  Morris, 
but  the  time  of  his  stay  at  Buenos  Ayres  was  s» 
short,  and  he  wjs  there  at  a  moment  of  so  great  a 
change  in  the  ruling  power  of  the  state,  that,  al- 
though he  communicated  to  the  then  existing  direc- 
tor the  substance  of  the  representations  which  com- 
modore Perry  had  been  instructed  to  make,  we 
know  not  that  it  was  attended  with  any  favorable 
result.  You  will  consider  the  parts  of  commodore 
Perry's  instructions,  which  may  be  still  applicable 
on  your  arrival  in  South  America,  as  directed  to 
yourself;  and  should  you  proceed  to  Chili,  will  exe- 
cute them  there;  no  communication  upon  the  sub- 
ject having  yet  been  made  there.  Among  the  in- 
conveniences, consequent  upon  this  system  of  car- 
rying on  maritime  warfare  by  means  of  foreigners, 
has  been  occasionally,  and  to  a  considerable  extent, 
the  enticement  of  seamen,  belonging  to  merchant 
vessels  in  the  ports  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  from 
their  engagements;  to  enlist  them  in  privateers  op 
public  armed  vessels  of  those  countries.  In  attend- 
ing to  the  numerous  trials  and  convictions  for  pira- 
cy, which  have  recently  afflicted  our  country,  and 
cast  an  unusual  gloom  over  our  annals,  you  will  re- 
mark that  a  great  proportion  of  the  guilty  persons 
have  been  seamen  thus  engaged — foreigners  at  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  or  enlisted  in  our  own  potts,  in  violation 
of  our  laws.  Whether  at  Buenos  Ayres  or  in  Chili, 
you  will  use  every  exertion  in  your  power,  consis- 
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tent  with  the  respect  and  conciliatory  deportment, 
to  be  constantly  observed  towards  the  existing'  pub- 
lic authorities,  to  protect  the  seamen  of  the  United 
States  from  all  such  enlistments,  and  the  owners 
and  masters  of  the  merchant  vessels  from  time  to 
time  arriving  there,  from  the  loss  of  their  men  by 
such  means. 

Tlie  commercial  digest  oF  the  laws  of  foreign 
countries,  wit !i  which  the  Unitrd  States  are  in  rela- 
tion, a  copy  of  which  has  been  furnished  )  ou,  may 
suggest  to  you  the  nature  of  part  of  the  infonna- 
lion  which  is  desirable  from  South  America. 

Political  information  will  be  equally  acceptable 
— the  more  particular  and  correct  the  iulorniation 
of  this  nature,  which  \ou  can  obtain,  the  more  ac- 
ceptable it  will  prove.  Iksides  the  struggle  in 
South  America,  for  independence,  against  which 
Spain  is  the  only  opposite  party,  internal  feuds  and 
civil  wars  have  peculiarly  marked  every  step  of  the 
revolutions  in  progress  upon  that  theatre.  As  an 
agent  and  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  the  first  ad- 
vice I  shall  give  jou  is,  to  observe  and  rejjort,  with 
all  the  vigilance  and  discernment  and  penetration 
and  fidelity  to  your  own  country,  that  you  possess, 
the  movements  of  all  parties,  but  to  make  yourself 
a  partizan  to  none.  From  the  documents  lately  re- 
ceived here,  it  is  apparent  that  a  negociation  has 
been  some  time  on  toot  between  the  late  govern- 
ment of  Buenos  Ayres  and  France.  It  is  well  known 
that  a  negociation  of  much  longer  standing  has  ex- 
isted between  the  same  government  and  Portugal; 
nor  has  Mr.  Hivadavia  been  residing  two  or  three 
years  to  no  purpose  in  England.  To  ascertain  the 
real  movements  of  all  these  parties,  a  neutral  posi- 
tion, a  neutral  heart,  and  an  obser\ing  mind,  are 
indispensable.  In  recommending  it  to  your  atten- 
tion, 1  would  add  the  caution,  neither  to  take  upon 
trust  what  any  man  shall  tell  you,  without  asking 
yourself  what  it  is  his  interest  or  wish  that  you  should 
believe;  nor  to  give  more  weight  to  conjectures, 
than  the  circumstances  under  which  they  are  form- 
ed will  warrant. 

By  the  latest  accounts  that  we  have  received,  the 
government,  the  congress,  and  the  constitution,  of 
the  province  of  La  Plata  were  overthrown;  the  pro- 
vince of  Buenos  Ayres  stood  alone,  with  Don  Ma- 
nuel de  Sarratea,  as  governor,  at  its  head.  They 
were  in  negociation  with  general  Artigas,  of  the  Ori- 
ental Banda,  and  with  general  Ramirez,  comman- 
der of  the  Montenerns.  In  what  those  negociations 
will  result,  we  are  to  learn  hereafter;  and  what 
their  effect  will  be  upon  the  relations  of  all  with.the 
Portiig'iese  at  Monte  Video,  is  yet  to  be  seen. — 
Should  you  remain  at  Buenos  Ayres,  we  shall  ex- 
pect full  communications  from  you  as  frequently 
as  opportunities  for  transmitting  them  mav  ocur. 
I  am.  &.C.  JOHN  QUINCY  AUAMS. 

John  J\l.  Forbes,  esq. 


Hemp  and  Flax  Machine. 

Report  of  the  rnmmitlee  ov  asrricvlture,  nn  the  petition 
of  Jlnlhonrt  Ueif  nnd  Jdmes  ^Macdonabl. 

HIICSK  OF  HKPIIKSESTATIVES,  MAUCH  12,  1H22. 

The  committee  on  agriculture,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Anthony  Dey  and  James 
Vlacdonald,  report:  The  petition  alleges,  that  the 
«ai<l  Macdonald,  at  the  expense  of  the  said  Dey, 
has  invented  and  constructed  a  new  and  useful 
machine  for  breaking  and  cleaning  of  hemp  and 
Hax,  in  an  iinrotted  state,  and  that  the  said  Dey 
has  discovered  the  means  by  wliich  hemp  and  flax, 
after  being  cleaned  in  an  unrolled  state  in  their 
«a<;Uine,  may  be  bleaclicd  by  a  prccQss  bi'J:c:"vy 


unknown;  that  they  believe  their  method  of  dress, 
ing  hemp  and  flax  is  of  very  great  importance  to 
the  agricultural  interest  of  the  cotmtrj,  and,  there- 
fore, ask  an  extension  of  the  exclusive  right  to 
make,  construct,  use  and  vend  to  others  to  be  used, 
the  said  invention  and  discovery. 

From  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  petitioners, 
it  appears,  that  they  have  invented  a  machine  for 
breaking  and  cleaning  hemp  and  flax,  in  an  un- 
rolled state,  which  is  ditlert-nt  in  its  principles 
and  construction  from  any  machine  that  ever  has 
been  used  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  said  Uey 
has  also  discovered  a  process,  never  before  used, 
for  bleaching  hemp  and  flax  after  it  has  been 
dres=;cd  in  an  unrolled  state.  And,  also,  it  appears 
by  the  certiiicates  of  respectable  gentlemen,  who 
have  witnessed  tlie  operation  of  the  machine,  that 
it  will,  by  the  power  of  one  horse,  with  the  as- 
sistance  of  one  man  and  three  boys,  separate  the 
integument  and  wood  from  tlie  fibrous  parts  of  the 
hem]j  and  flax  plants,  an<l  clean  the  same,  at  the 
rate  of  one  pound  in  a  fraction  of  time  over  a  mi- 
nute, fit  for  bleaching. 

The  petitioners  further  assure  us,  from  the  ope- 
ration of  one  machine  by  horse  power,  wilh  the 
attendance  of  one  man  anrl  three  boys,  from  16Q0 
to  20)0  lbs.  of  unrolled  henij)  or  tlax,  may  be 
cleaned  in  a  day,  yielding  from  4^00  to  500  lbs.  af- 
ter it  is  bleached;  and  that,  by  the  additioH  of  ano. 
ther  machine,  which  can  be  moved  by  the  same 
horse,  with  the  addition  of  one  man  and  one  buy 
more,  from  800  to  1000  lbs.  may  cleaned  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  five  dollars.  And  the  com- 
mittee are  informed  by  .Mr.  Dey  that  one  man  can 
bleach  350  lbs.  of  hemp  or  flax,  after  it  has  been 
cleaned  by  their  machine,  in  a  day,  at  an  expense 
of  one  dollar  and  seventy  five  cents  for  the  article 
which  he  uses  in  the  process. 

From  these  calculations,  it  appears  that  any 
quantity  of  unrotied  hemp  or  flax,  taken  from  the 
held,  where  it  is  raised,  may  be  broke,  cleaned 
and  bleached,  at  a  rate  of  less  than  two  cents  per 
pound,  delivered  in  a  bleached  state;  and,  allow- 
ing one  cent  per  pound  for  the  plant,  as  it  comes 
from  the  field,  the  whole  cost,  (except  for  the  wear 
of  the  machine),  in  growing  this  valuable  plant, 
and  breaking,  cleaning  and  bleaching  it,  will  be 
less  than  six  cents  per  pound.  The  committee 
are  not  informed  what  the  cost  of  hatcheling  or 
combing  it,  (which  is  done  after  it  is  bleached) 
and  preparing  it  for  the  manufacturer,  would  be, 
but  presume  it  will  not  exceed  two  cents  per 
pound.  If  the  information  the  committee  have  re- 
ceived, and  their  calculations,  are  correct,  either 
hemp  or  flax  may  be  raised,  dressed  and  prepared 
for  the  best  manufacture,  at  an  expense  of  eight 
cents,  and  not  exceeding  in  any  case,  ten  cents  per 
pound. 

By  the  experiments  of  the  petitioners,  and 
others,  it  is  found  that  flax,  dressed  and  hatcheled 
in  the  ordinary  way,  after  it  has  been  dew-rotted, 
yields  nine  pounds  from  one  hundred  pounds  of 
the  plant  which  has  been  rotted,  being  sixteen 
pounds  less  than  is  produced  from  one  hundred 
pounds  of  unrotted  flax,  cleaned  and  bleached  by 
the  method  which  the  petitioners  have  discovered. 
Hut  no  ex])eriments  have  yet  been  made  to  deter- 
mine  the  difference  in  the  weight  of  the  plant,  be- 
fore and  after  it  is  rotted;  therefore,  it  cannot  now 
be  ascertained  how  much  will  be  saved,  in  quan- 
tity, by  this  method  of  breaking  and  cleaning  it 
before  it  is  rotted.  It  cannot,  however,  be  doubt- 
ed, thai  the  common  process  ot  rotting  flax,  espe- 
ciully  by  dcv.-,  destroys  or  injures  many  of  its  fibres. 
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and,  of  course,  the  quality,  as  well  as  the  qnantity, 
must  be,  iii  some  tit-gree,  iliminitilied. 

'I'iie  commitlee  have  c-xam'metl  tiie  machine,  and 
liaveseeii  it  optrate,  and  believe  il  wdl  prove  one 
or  tlic   most  imnovianl  and  valuable  discovenes.  | 
The  conamitLee,  have,  also,  examined  the  hcmpj 
and  fiax  wliich  has  been  bleached  in  this  new  me- j 
thod  and  halcheled,  and  find  thai  tlic  colored  mat  | 
ler  and   harsiiness  oi"  the  fibres  are  removed,  and 
that  the  tlax  is  rendered  very  wlule,   and  as  soil 
and  fine  as  sdk.     This  metliod  of  bleachin;;  hemp 
and  flax,  it  is  believed,  will  be  of  great  value  to 
the  grower  and  m.niulaclurer  of  these  plants. 

Considering  hemp  and  ilax  among  the  most  va- 
luable plants  V.  liicli  can  be  cultivated  in  this  coun- 
try, and  believing  there  is  an  abundance  of  soil  m 
c\'ery  state  in  tlie  union  which  is  well  adapted  to 
their  culture  and  growth,  the  committee  are  highly 
pleased  with  the  invention  and  discovery  of  the 
petiiioners  If  hemp  and  flax  can  be  raised  in 
this  country,  as  easily  and  as  cheap  as  in  any  other, 
and  these  inventions  should  prove  as  valuable  as 
the  committee  believe  they  may,  the  cultivation  of 
these  plants  will  engage  the  attention  of  a  large 
pordon  of  the  agriculiuralist.s,and  become  exceed- 
ingly important  to  the  United  States.  It  may  be 
seen,  by  the  statement  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, of  the  quantity  and  value  of  merchandise  im- 
ported, that,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
uf  September,  182i,  86,192  cwt.  of  hemp,  valued 
at  8510,489  (being  about  §120  per  ton)  hempen 
goods,  of  the  value  of  ^226,174;  duck  and  sheet- 
ing, of  the  value  of  §894,276;  cordage,  of  the  va- 
lue of  QIQ7,^&7;  and  linens,  bleached  and  un- 
bleached, of  the  value  of  ^2,364.159,  were  im- 
ported into  this  country,  amounting  to  §4,302,963, 
and  that  the  whole  value  of  the  exports  of  domes- 
tic and  foreign  produce  of  tlie  same  kind,  amount- 
ed only  to  S822,9~6,  leaving  the  value  of  3,479,187 
in  thte  meichandise  produced  from  the  hemp  and 
flax  plants  to  be  consumed  in  this  country. 

As  the  petitioners  desire  an  extension  of  time, 
and  further  protection  than  is  secured  by  the  pa- 
tent law  in  its  present  form,  and  as  it  is  the  pecu- 
liar province  of  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  to 
report  any  revision  or  amendment  of  that  law  which 
may  be  deemed  necessary,  your  committee  re- 
commend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Anthony  Uey  and  James  Macdonald, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 


Seventeenth  Congrcss- 


-first  session. 


IN  TUE  SENATE. 

^lurch  22.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Ken.  (who  had  been  absent  on  business  at  one  of 
the  public  offices  when  the  vote  was  taken)  the 
senate  agreed  to  re-consider  the  case  of  George 
Shannon,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table.  Mr. 
J.  had  introduced  the  memorial — and  the  bill  had 
been  indefinitely  postponed  contrary  to  the  usual 
courtesy  on  such  occasions. 

After  attending  to  some  minor  matters,  the  se- 
nate went  into  the  consideration  of  executive  bu- 
siness. 

^March  25.  The  bill  "to  abolish  the  United 
States  trading  establishment  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  to  provide  lor  opening  the  trade  to  licensed 
individuals"  was  taken  up.  Mi\  Benton  spoke 
two  hours  in  favor  of  the  bill  and  against  the  pre- 
sent system  of  trade.     Mr,  Johnson,  of  Lou.  ex- 


plained the  views  of  the  committee  that  reported 
the  bill;  after  which,  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  was  postponed  until  to-moriow.  Se- 
veral bills  from  the  other  house  were  x  ad,  and 
sometime  spent  on  the  bill  to  perfect  and  make 
vahd  certain  French  and  Spanisu  titles  to  land  in 
Missouri.  [This  was  furtlier  considered  on  the 
26th  and  postponed  until  the  next  day.] 

Murch  26.  Mr.  Thomas,  from  tue  ccmmittee  on 
public  lands,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  "to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public  lands 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
vine  and  olive;"  (a  bill  granting  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  of  Lefebvre,  Desnoettesandothers,French 
emigrants,  who  contracted  for  a  body  of  public 
land  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  who  pray  that  pa- 
tents may  be  granted  to  them,  individually,  and  to 
any  others  of  the  association,  as  they  shall  indivi- 
dually comply  with  the  conditions  required  origi- 
nally of  the  whole  company.)     The  bill  was  read. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  Indian  trade  was  de- 
bated, and  its  further  consideration  postponed  un- 
til to-morrow. 

Executive  business  occupied  the  remainder  of 
the  day. 

JMarch  27.  The  bill  to  abolish  the  present  sys- 
tem of  Indian  trade,  was  taken  up  and  debated  at 
large,  and  then  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

'I'he  amendments  of  the  other  house  to  the  bill 
to  establish  a  government  in  the  territory  of  Flori- 
da, were  taken  up,  considered,  and  concurred  in 
by  the  senate. 

The  amendment  of  the  other  house  to  the  bill 
granting  to  the  state  of  Alabama  3  per  cent,  of  the 
nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  pubhc  lands  therein, 
was  taken  up.  '1  l^e  amendment  proposes  that  be- 
fore any  part  of  the  3  per  cent,  be  paid  to  Alaba- 
ma, the  amount  due  to  Georgia  under  the  Yazoo 
compromise,  (about  gl,200,000),  shall  be  first  de- 
ducted  therefrom. 

Mr.  IValker,  of  Alab.  observed  that  if  he  under- 
stood the  amendment  correctly,  on  merely  hear- 
ing it  read,  it  would  violate  the  compact  between 
Alabama  and  the  general  government,  and  that  no 
part  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public 
lands  in  Alabama,  could  rightfully  be  applied  to 
the  object  proposed;  but  to  give  him  time  to  exa- 
mine the  subject  more  critically,  he  moved  that 
the  amendment  be  postponed  until  tomorrow; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPKESENTATIVES. 

Fridav,  March  22.  After  attending  to  a  number 
of  private  claims,  &.c.  the  house  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
(the  bill  to  authorise  the  exchange  of  certain 
stocks.) 

After  adopting  some  further  amendments,  the 
discussion  of  which  as  well  as  of  other  propo- 
sitions, among  which  was  the  reconsideration  and 
rejection  of  Mr.  C'n»H6ie/e?i^'«  amendment,  adopt- 
e.i  yesterday,  occupied  much  time. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  was  nega- 
lived  by  a  vote  cf  65  to  61. 

So  the  bill  was  njected;  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Sutiirday  JMarch  23.  Sundry  resolutions  being 
submitted,  &c, 

Mr.  liuylies  moved  to  re-consider  the  vote  taken 
yesterday  upon  the  bill  to  authorize  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  exchange  stocks  bearing  an  inte- 
rest of  5  i)ercent.  for  certain  stocks  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  6  and  7  per  cent.     He  remarked  that  the 
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bill  had  been  prepared  witli  great  care  and  alien- 1  cent,  of  the  proceeds  arisinpfrom  the  sale  of  pub- 
lion,  and,  after  much  reflection,  by  the  chairman  of  j  lie  lands  in  the  same,  was  passed  and  sent  to  tlie 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means.    It  had  been  de- 
cided upon,  when  nearly  50  members  were  absent, 


and  he  thought  it  but  fair  that  it  should  be  re-con- 
sidered. 

After  some  remarks,  the  motion  to  reconsider 
prevailed— G6  to  61— [there  beiiig  only  one  mera 
ber  more  present  now  than  when  the  former  vote 
was  taken]— and  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

Some  time  being  spent  on  various  matters— the 
house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  pass- 
ed  over  several  private  bills,  &c.  After  the  com- 
mittee rose,  the  house  ordered  he  bill  from  the 
senate,  to  authorize  the  state  of  Illinois  to  cut  a  ca- 
nal, &c.  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading— [which 
was  passed  next  day.] 

^lundaii,  March  25  Among  the  petitions  this 
day  presented  was  tlie  following  by  Mr.  Milnor: 

«  James  liennet,  a  mathematician  of  the  ciiy  of 
Philadelphia,  to  the  honorable  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca  in  congress  assembled,  most  respectfully  shew- 
«th:  — 


senate,  as  amended. 

Mr.  »Ve/so?(,  of  Mass.  from  the  committee  on  ex- 
penditures of  the  public  buildings,  made  the  fol- 
lowing  report: 

The  commiltee  on  the  expenditures  on  the  pub- 
licbuddings,  report:  That  it  appears,  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  commissioner  of  the  public  buildings, 
\  laid  before  the  commiltee,  that  iiis  disbursements 
!  on  account  of  the  centre  i)uilding  of  the  capitol, 
during  the  vear  1821,  were  as  ibllows,  viz: 
For  materia"ls,  §32,209  50 

freight,  wharfage,  drayage,  tools, 

smith's  bill,  fiiel,  stationary,  h.c.  7,922  49 
compensation  to  arciiiiect,  clerk, 
and  three  persons  at  the  head  of 
carvers',  stone  cutlers*,  carpen- 
ters' departments,  8,250  00 
labor,  including  pay  of  five  persons 
employed  as  foremen  and  over- 
seers,'                                              53,932  30 


Amount  expended  on  centre  building 


of  capitol  in  1821, 


That  your  petitioner,  having  invented  a  machine ;  And  there  was  expended  upon  the  pre- 
which  a  man  can  fly  through  the  air— can  soarj      sident's  house,  in  the  same  year,  the 


S102,314  29 


to  any  height— steer  in  any  ducction— can  start 
from  any  jjlace,  and  alight  without  risk  of  injury — | 
and  whereas  a  like  machine  has  never  been  invent- 
ed in  any  country  or  age  of  the  world,  so  as  to  be 
applied  to  purposes  of  practical  utility,  and  as 
il  is  more  than  probable  lliat  artificial  flying  would 
not,  for  a  thousand  years  to  come,  be  brought  to 


sum  of 


old  executive  offices 
ground  round  the  capitol 


§5,405  32 
5,736  67 
2,017  56 


Amount  expended  on  the  public  build- 
ings and  Oapilol  Square,  in  1821,  gl  15,473  84 
[  Here  follows  a  statement  of  the  unexpended  ba- 
the same  degree  of  perfection,  had  not  your  peti-l  lances  and  appropriations,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  ob- 
tioner,  under  Providence,  accomplished  it;  and,  as' serve  that  the  order  of  congress  has  been  very 
it  must  be  evident  to  all  that  letters  patent  would  be  nearly  obeyed  in  the  disbursements.] 
of  liltle  use  to  the  inventor,  in  consequence  of  va-j      After  other  business — 

tious  modifications  or  improvements  which  might  (  The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communica- 
Ueroude.and  which  never  would  have  been  thought!  lion  from  the  treasury  department,  transmitting 
af,  had  not  the  way  first  been  opened  by  your  pe  •  tne  required  information  relative  to  the  progress 
titioner:  He  therefore  soUcits  a  special  act  of  the  I  which  has  been  made  at  t)ie  treasury  in  the  settle- 
congress  of  the  United  States,  to  secure  to  him  i  ment  of  the  post  office  accounts;  which,  on  motion 
and  his  heirs  for  the  term  of  forty  years,  or  for',  of  Mr.  Butler,  was  ordered  lobe  laid  on  the  table, 
such  other  term  as  in  their  wisdom  may  be  deemed  i  The  tpeakev  also  laid  before  the  house,  two  pam- 
just,  the  right  of  steering  flying  machines  through  |  phlets  which  had  been  transmitted  to  him  as  speak- 
that  portion  of  earth's  atmosphere  which  presses' er,  by  Monsieur  Franclieu,  a  citizen  of  France, 
on  the  United  Slates,  or  so  far  as  their  jurisdiction  1  containing  a  project  for  the  protection  of  the  li- 
tnay  extend.  berty  of  the  press,  which  he  desired  to  be  laid  be- 

By  granting  your  petitioner's  request  the  honor  i  fore  the  house  of  representatives.     They  were  or- 
ef  the  invention  shall  be  conferred  on  the  United  dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
States.  J.  PENNETT,  A.  and  ^. 

PhiladelpJda,  Feb.  13,  1822. 

Mr.  Milnor  moved  to  refer  the  petition  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Sergeant  opposed  the  motion.     He  said  that 
t'aat  committee  did  not  undertake  to  soar  into  re- , 

gions  so  high.     1  heir  duties  were  nearer  the  earth. '  ordered,  and  the  bdl  was  passed  by  the  following 
He  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.     J\''egatived.  I  vote: 

Ml-     Will-north  nrnnn^iPfl  tn  refer  it  to  the  com.        VEAS-MMsrs.  Allen  of  Mais.   Allen,  of  T«i.  Baldwin,  Ball, 

Ml.  n  al.vorlli  proposeu  lO  reier  ll  lO  me  com-  l  Barber,  of  Obio,  Ba>lies,  BlackMlRe,  Boilami,  Brown,  BHchanai. 
iniltee  on  roads  and  canals — negatived.  At  last,  Burrows,  ButlPr.Cambrelenir.  Campbell, oIN.  Y.  Casswly.  Cham- 
it  was  laid  on  the  table.  j  ^^^^  Cocke,  Colden,  Coi>i1itt,    Connt-r,  Cook,  Crafts,  Ciishman, 

„  ■  1       •  »  i_  7  Ciitlibfrt,  Oane,  Darlinpton.  Deiiiiison,  Durfee,  Dwielit,  EilJv. 

Some  minor  bnsmess  was  transacted.  ■—    -    >•      "  .  _.    '_    .■«>"'  _    •'> 

'I'he  bi 
persons 
the  Uni 
taken  up,  and  a  great  many  amendments  proposed'  M-rcer,  Milnor,  Mitcbell,  of  Ph.  Momeomcn.  Moore,  of  I'a.' 

'^,^^    A,>U'i\,^A        It    u-.«  rpn'.rl<»H   rf>  thp  hni.RP     nrn      MorEaii,  Murray.  NVale,  X.lion  of  V:.  New,  Newton. Overstr.-', 
and   (lcUate<l.      it   was  reponefl   to  tne  nouse,   pro-     pa,ter<ion,..f  N.Y.  Patt.rson,of  Pa   Phillips.  Pierson,  Pitclitr.  Pjo! 

posed  to   be  laid  on  the  table  and  lost;    and  at  last,    mer.of  N.  H  Poinsett.  Uankin,  Rfcd,  of  Mass.  Heed,  of  Wd    Ulieii, 

ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-mor- 1  ^''■.^•  ""V*'-  !^T  '^"k«^)''''  J.^""-  j?"*"''-c:^'';?''*"'v-^l°"' '  ^■ 

°  °  Smitli.w.SiniUi.  Speiic«'r,  Sf-rliMK  of  Com.  Sterlilie;,  of  N.  v.  St. . 

'OW.  I  venson.  Stt  wart.  Stixldanl.  bwa   .  Taylor.  Tod.  Tomlinsnn,  Trn-v. 

Tuesday,  March    26.      A  bill   to   lil-!.A.de   for   the    Trimble,  TMcker.  ot    S.  t:.   lutUtr.  ..f  Va.   Upham,  Vanee.  V.in' 

pa) ment  to  the  state  of  Missouri  (exiended  so  as   ";"";^'^";iiymin,?'*^^h,^)['''w''-  ^^'^\^':^,t^^'r'''J•  ^^''''!;'"'- 
'^  ■'  ....  ,!,'■         ^t^  White.  Wiliamsot),   A\  ilsuii.    >Vi.io3,   >t  uoocoCK,    »i  oousuji,    iVufi. 

!•  embrace  Mississippi  ana  Alabama]  tbre^  per  raan  wrigbi.— izs. 


The  bill,  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide 
for  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  in  the  revolutionary  war,  was 
read  a  third  time. 

\Fr,  Alexander  called  fcr  the  ayes  and  noes  on 
the  final  passage  of  the  bill;  which  were  thereupon 


Kdwairds,  of  Pa.  Findlay,  Fuller,  Gebbard,  Gist,  Gorham,  Gros', 


w 
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NAYS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  BajTy,  Burton,  Campbell, 
•I"  Ohio,  Caiiiiun,  Kilwards  <if  N.  C.  Garnets,  Gilmer,  Hooks, 
McCoy,  McDuffie,  Metcalfe,  Moore,  ol"  Va.  Moore,  of  Ala.  Ileid, 
of  Geo.  Saiidfrs.  Sawyer,  Artlmr  Smith,  Tstnall,  Thom|i»ou, 
Williams,  of  N.  C.  Williuiiu,  of  Va.— 23. 

1  he  house  then  agreed  to  consider  the  hill  to 
authorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  exchange 
certain  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent. 
im  certain  other  stocks  bearing  6  and  7  per  cent. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  proposed  certain  amendments 
to  the  bill,  in  order  to  meet  the  wishes  of  other 
g>entlemen— the  eflect  of  which,  if  agreed  to,  will 
he  to  include  in  the  stocks  to  be  redeemed  by  5 
percent,  stock,  the  6  per  cent,  stocks  of  1814  and 
1815,  in  addition  to  what  is  already  embraced  by 
the  bill. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  postponed 
to  Thursday  next. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr,  Con- 
did  in  the  chair),  on  a  bill  from  the  senate  to  es- 
tablish a  territorial  government  in  Florida. 

Many  amendments  were  proposed  and  much  de- 
bate took  place— finally,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  to  morrow. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States;  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Gouverneur, 
on  the  subject  of  the  military  fortifications  at 
Dauphin  Island  and  Mobile  Point,  accompanied  by 
sundry  documents.  The  message  and  documents 
were  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  mili- 
tary affairs,  and  the  message  ordered  to  be  printed, 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  17.  Mr.  M'Lane,  from  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide  for  instructing  and  disciplining  the  midshipmen 
in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Milnor  moved  that  the  petition  of  James 
Bennet,  (for  special  privileges,  in  relation  to  his 
new  invented  flying  machine),  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  heuse  refused  to  consider  a  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Reid  yesterday,  for  placing  a  glass  ceiling  un- 
der the  dome  of  the  hall:  as,  also,  a  motion  made 
by  the  same  gentleman  to  replace  the  canvass  late- 
ly covering  the  hall. 

The  bill  establishing  a  territorial  government  in 
Florida  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed;  as  was  a 
bill  concerning  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
the  same. 

Several  bills  were  partially  proceeded  in,  &.c. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  ( Mr.  MulUiry  in  the  chair),  on  the  bill 
to  provide  for  delivering  up  persons  held  to  labor 
or  service  in  any  of  the  states  or  territories,  who 
shall  escape  to  any  other  state  or  territory. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  debate  or  remark 
on  this  subject,  by  Messrs.  Colden,  Wriirhl  and 
Moore,  of  Va.  Mr.  Moore  stated  that  the  district 
which  he  represented  sustained  an  annual  loss  of 
4  or  5000  dollars  by  runaway  slaves. 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again 

TllUnSPAY'S  PnOCl^EPINGS MARCH    28. 

In  the  se?i«?e— considerable  progress  was  made 
in  several  matters  before  that  body,  and  there  was 
much  debate  about  the  sys^m  of  Indian  trade,  but 
nothing  determinately  acte~upon. 

In  the  house  of  rtpreseiitatives— The  subject  of 
vaccination,  on  tlie  motion  of  Mr.  Hurton,  was  re- 


ferred to  a  select  committee,  (the  judiciary  com- 
mittee being  released  from  a  consideration  of  it), 
with  a  view  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abo- 
lishing the  agency,  5cc.  Mr.  B.  deprecated  the 
idea  of  suflering,  under  tlie  authority  of  our  laws, 
iiundreds  to  be  slaughtered  with  indifference,  &c. 
He  thought  that  the  vaccine  agency  was  a  mere 
nuisance,  of  the  most  dangerous  kind. 

A  variety  of  private  business  and  sundry  small 
matters  being  disposed  of,  the  house  proceeded  to 
consider  the  resolutions  attached  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  recommending 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  cer- 
tain late  provinces  of  Spain,  in  America.  Several 
members  spoke  in  favor  of  these  resolutions — the 
committee  of  the  whole  rose,  and  reported  its  pro- 
cecdings  to  the  house,  and,  some  verbal  amend- 
ments being  made,  the  first  resolution  was  passed 
by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  159;  nay,  ose — Mr.  Gar- 
nett.  The  second  resolution,  granting  an  appro- 
priation, was  then  taken  up — there  was  some  con- 
versation about  its  amount,  but  it  was  passed  una-, 
nimously.    And  the  house  adjourned. 


CHRONICLE. 

Counterfeit  five  dollar  bills,  of  the  Mechanics 
bank  of  New  York,  are  in  circulation,  and  so  well 
executed  that  they  have  passed  for  six  months 
without  being  discovered! 

Lacoste,  who  was  condemned  at  Boston  to  five 
years  imprisonment  and  the  payment  of  a  fine  of 
3,000  dollars,  for  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade, 
iias  been  pardoned,  and  the  fine  remitted,  by  the 
president  of  the  U.  S. 

The  CAerotee*  surprised  an  Osage  village,  in  the 
absence  of  the  warriors  on  a  hunting  excursion, 
and  made  about  ninety  prisoners  of  women  and 
children,  whom  they  murdered  in  a  most  horrid 
manner.  This  affair  has  been  mentioned  before, 
but  it  now  comes  to  us  in  an  authentic  shape.  Gov. 
Miller,  of  Arkansas,  had  onlered  the  Cherokees  to 
be  at  peace — but  they  said  their  nation  was  free 
and  independent,  and  at  liberty  to  wage  war  or 
make  peace  at  pleasure.  It  is  probable  that  the  au- 
thority of  the  U.  States  will  be  interposed  to  keep 
them  quiet.  These  Cherokees  are  a  part  of  the 
nation  on  the  Tennessee  river: — the  party  devoted 
to  the  hunter's  life,  who  immigrated  in  1817,  un- 
der an  arrangement  with  our  government. 

The  Potomac,  a  new  frigate  of  44  guns,  was  safe- 
ly  launched  at  the  navy  yard,  Washington,  on  Sa- 
turday last,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  collection  of 
people. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Aligator  ha.?  captured  a  small 
piratical  sloop,  manned  by  twenty  negroes. 

The  Hornet's  prizes.  The  Colombian  privateer, 
Centinella,  and  her  prize,  the  French  sl.ive  ship 
La  Pensee,  sent  by  capt.  Henley,  of  the  U.  S. 
ship  Hornet,  into  New  Orleans,  and  there  libelled, 
(the  latter  for  salvage),  have  both  been  ordered  to 
be  restored  to  the  claimants,  with  every  tiling 
found  on  board  of  them  when  they  were  seized  by 
the  Hornet.  The  judge's  opinion  shall  probably 
be  inserted.  The  question  abont  damages  and 
costs  was  reserved  for  further  consideration. 

Lead.  A  rich  mine  of  this  metal  is  said  to  have 
been  discovered  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cahawba 
valley,  a  little  beyond  the  7>oint  of  boat  navigation 
and  iOO  miles  from  tlie  town  of  Cahawba- 
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ij^The  report'of  the  select  committee  respect- 
ing' the  appointment  of  Mr.  Thomas  to  examine 
certain  land  offices,  shall  appear  in  our  next. 

Small  pox.  Notwithstanding  the  g;reat  exer- 
tions that  have  been  made,  this  disease  is  not  sun- 
pressed  in  Baltimore.  We  had  nine  deaths  by  it 
last  week.  Yet  Baltimore  is  the  "head  quarters" 
of  vaccination— and  vaccination,  we  feel  confident, 
will  eradicate  the  small  pox.  There  is  something 
wrong  or  rotten  in  this  business. 

Expi:niTio7x!  The  Leesburg  <Genius  of  Liberty,' 
of  the  26th  ult.  says — "On  Thursday  last  a  gentle- 
man of  this  town,  received,  per  mail,  Niles'  Regis- 
ter of  the  5th  .January,  whicli  has,  undoubtedly, 
been  on  the  road  ever  since  the  day  of  its  date!" 


Foreign  weavs.  By  an  arrival  at  Charleston,  we 
have  extracts  from  Liverpool  papers  of  the  3d  of 
February  They  give  detailed  accounts  of  seve- 
ral rencontres  between  the  king's  forces  and  the 
people  in  Ireland,  generally  attended  with  the  loss 
of  some  lives— in  some  cases  there  was  pretty  se- 
vere fighting  between  small  parties,  but  in  one  in. 
stance  the  "banditti,"  as  they  are  called,  were  said 
to  amount  to  800  men. 

A  Liverpool  paper  of  the  6th  February,  says — 
"There  have  been,  in  this  neighborhood,  only  24 
days  of  clear,  cloudless  sky,  from  Jan.  1st,  1821. 
to  ."Ist  Jan.  1822,  a  period  of  thirteen  months,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  21  were  in  the  montlis  of 
January,  February  and  March,  1821. 

The  accounts  from  Spain  are  favorable  to  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  that  kingdom.     ' 

Reports  had  reached  Paris  that  a  revolutionary 
spirit  had  manifested  itself  at  Brest,  and  that  two 
regiments  of  marines  and  one  of  infantry  of  the 
line  had  hoisted  the  standard  of  revolt.  Measures 
were  ado])ted  to  repress  the  "factious  enterprize." 
A  private  letter,  dated  Venice,  January  8,  con- 
tains the  following  intelligence: — "Omar  Vrione, 
Pacha  of  Delvinon.  who  occupied  the  citadel  of 
Athens,  has  capitulated,  together  with  the  cotn- 
mandant  who  held  the  castle  of  Thebf>s;  they  sur- 
rendered those  two  cities,  on  condition  that  the 
Greeks  should  allow  them  a  free  passage  to.Tanina. 
The  capitulation  has  been  strictly  observed  by 
Ulysses  and  Pallascas,  the  Greek  leaders.  Both 
the  Turkish  commandants  have  arrived  at  Janina. 

Later.  By  an  arrival  at  Baltimore,  we  have  Li- 
verpool papers  to  the  6th  of  February.  Great  pre- 
parations were  makinifto  subdue  the  Irish  people, 
whose  excesses  appear  to  be  on  the  increase,  and 
several  very  serious  aOhirs  had  taken  place:  op- 
pression  has  rendered  the  poor  peasantry  mad. — 
There  is  a  talk  of  reducing  the  rate  of  interest  for 
money,  from  5  to  4  per  cent,  which  has  caused 
much  jobbing  and  bustle  on  the  exchange;  but  it 
is  understood  that  the  interest  on  the  stocks  will 
not  be  interfered  with. 

There  are  some  indefinift  rumors  about  the  un- 
settled state  of  France. 

No  additional  news  of  interest  is  received  from 

Greece— but  it  is  said  th.at  the   revolutionists  are 

divided  in  opinion  whether  they  shall  estabhsh  a 

republic,  or  proclaim  Demetrias  Vpsilanli  king. 

Vot.  XXII.-— 6. 


Tlie  course  that  Russia  will  pursue  is  as  uncertain 
as  ever. 

A  poor  woman  has  been  refused  a  settlement  in 
an  English  parish,  for  the  reason  thttshe  had  been 
m.arried  by  a  Roman  Catholic  clergyman!  and  this 
was  declared  to  be  the  law  of  the  land. 

Latest  and  interesting-.  Liverpool  papers,  of  the 
9th  of  Feb.  have  been  received  at  New-York,  The 
chief  thisgs  contained  in  them  are  as  follows: 

The  Spanish  cortes  have  been  deeply  engaged 
in  a  consideration  of  the  afi'airs  of  the  revolted  pro- 
vinces in  America.  Liberal  plans  of  conciliation 
were  suggested  and  discussed— and  a  Paris  paper, 
of  the  5th  of  Feb.  says— "We  have  advices  from 
Madrid  of  Jan.  28.  The  government  has,  at  length, 
xvisely  acknoxvledged  the  independence  of  the  South, 
/imerican  states.  We  have  not  yet  obtained  the 
particulars  of  this  interesting  event." 

(j3=In  consequence  of  this  news,Colombian  bonds, 
which  were  at  68,  in  London,  immediately  rose  t<l 
77,  and  even  that  was  refused  by  some  of  the 
holders. 

The  prospect  now  is  that  there  will  not  be  any 
war  between  Russia  and  Turkey — the  latter  power, 
it  seems,  has  agreed  to  the  conditions  prescribed  by 
the  former,  and  is  actually  evacuating  the  provinces 
of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia:  but  there  are  some  re- 
ports contradictory  of  this  intelligence.  The  Ser- 
vians are  said  to  be  in  insurrection.  The  war  with 
Persia  is  entirely  at  an  end — the  prince  who  com- 
manded them  is  dead,  supposed  of  poison,  and  7000 
men  have  been  carried  oft"  by  the  cholera  morbus. 
The  Greeks,  however,  maintain  their  ground;  but, 
if  Turkey  has  made  an  arrangement  with  Russia, 
we  fear  that  their  cause  is  hopeless.  France  .and 
England  will  both,  we  apprehend,  throw  powerful 
obstructions  in  their  way  as  to  obtaining  supplies. 
But,  it  is  said,  that  500  Danes  have  tendered  their 
services,  and  that  2^  millions  of  florins  have  been 
contributed  at  the  Hague  to  aid  then*  revolution. 

Nothing  important  has  happened  in  England— 
the  king's  speech  is  given  belovir.  Ireland  is  dread- 
fully disturbed — the  papers  are  filled  with  details 
of  petit  battles;  the  people  seem  desperate,  but 
to  act  without  any  thing  like  concert.  The  military 
are  very  active,  and  have  freqtient  rencontres  with 
parties  of  the  peasants.  Many  lives  are  lost.  Some- 
times the  people  rush  upon  small  parties  of  soldiers 
and  grapple  with  them,  to  obtain  possession  of  their 
arms,  Stc. 

Insurrectionary  movements,  chiefly  among  the 
military,  have  taken  place  at  Samuer,  Belfort,  Brest 
and  Rochfort,  in  France;  and  the  tri-colored  flag 
has  been  displayed.  The  court  is  said  to  be  thrown 
into  the  greatest  consternation  at  these  events  — 
but  particulars  have  not  reached  us.  Troops  had 
marched  from  Paris  to  keep  down  these  disorders. 
On  the  5th  of  February,  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  delivered  the  following  speech  to 
his  parliament: 

.Mil  lordi  and  gentlemen — I  have  the  satisfaction 
of  informing  you  that  I  contiinie  to  receive  from 
foreign  powers  the  strongest  assurances  of  Iheir 
friendly  disposition  towar(ls  this  country.  It  is  im- 
possil)le  for  me  not  to  feel  d'^tply  interested  in  any 
eve:'.t  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  disturb  the 
peace  of  Europe.     My  endeavors  Irave,  therefore, 
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been  ciirected,  in  conjunction  with  my  allies,  to  the 
seltlemerit  ot  the  diflerences  which  have  unfortu- 
nately arisen  between  the  court  of  St.  Petersbuij^h 
and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  1  have  reason  to  enter- 
tain h'-pes  that  these  ditterence&  will  be  satisliicto- 
rily  adjusted. 

In  mv  late  visit  to  Ireland,  I  derived  the  most  sin- 
cere p^ratificatlcn  from  the  loyalty  and  attachment 
manifested  by  all  classes  of  my  subjects.  With  this 
impression,  it  must  be  matter  ot  the  deepest  con 
cern  to  me,  that  a  spirit  of  outracre,  which  has  led 
to  daring  and  systematic  violations  oi  the  law,  has 
arisen  and  still  prevails  in  some  parts  of  that  coun- 
try. 

I  am  determined  to  use  all  the  means  in  my  pow- 
er for  thi-  protection  of  the  persons  and  pioperty 
of  my  loyal  and  peact-able  subjects,  and  it  will  be 
for  j'our  immediate  consideration  whetiier  the  ex- 
isting laws  are  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 

Notwithstanding  this  serious  interruption  ofpub- 
jic  tranquillity,  1  have  the  satisfaction  of  believuig 
that  my  presence  in  Irelaml  has  been  productive  of 
very  beneficial  efl'ects;  and  aJI  descriptioi>s  of  my 
piople  may  conndently  rely  upon  the  just  and 
equal  administration  of  the  laws,  and  upon  my  pa- 
ternal sohcitude  for  their  welfare. 

Gentlemen  of  the  hmtse  of  commons — It  13  very  gra- 
tifying to  me  to  be  able  to  inform  you,  that,  during 
the  last  year,  the  revenue  has  exceeded  that  of  the 
preceding  year,  and  appears  to  be  in  a  course  of 
progressive  improvement.  I  have  directed  the  es- 
timate.? of  the  current  year  to  be  laid  before  you— 
they  have  been  framed  with  every  attention  to 
economy  which  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
will  permitj  and  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  you  to 
learn  that  I  have  been  able  to  make  a  large  reduc- 
tion in  the  annual  expenditure,  particularly  in  our 
iiaval  and  military  establishments. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen — 1  have  the  greatest  plea- 
sure in  acquainting  you  that  a  considerable  im- 
provement  has  taken  place,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  year,  in  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of 
the  united  kingdom,  and  that  I  can  now  state 
them  to  be,  in  their  important  branches,  in  a  very 
•flourishing  condition.  I  must,  at  the  same  time, 
t!e(.ply  regret  tisc  depressed  state  of  the  agricul- 
tural interest.  The  condition  of  an  interest  so  es- 
sentially connected  with  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  will,  of  course,  attract  your  early  attention; 
and  i  have  the  fullest  reliance  on  your  wi.sdom  in 
the  consideration  of  this  impoi  tant  subject.  I  am 
persuaded  that,  in  v/hatever  measures  you  may 
adopt,  you  will  bear  constantly  in  mind,  that,  in  the 
maintenance  of  our  public  credit,  all  the  best  in- 
terests of  this  kingdom  are  equally  involved;  and 
that  it  is  by  a  steady  adherence  to  that  principle 
that  we  have  attained,  and  can  alone  e.xpectto  pre- 
serve our  high  station  among  the  nations  of  the 
^■orld. 

Stocks  akd  jobbing.  The  bill  to  provide  for 
an  excliange  of  certain  stocks  bearing  an  interest 
of  5  per  cent,  lor  stores  htanng  an  interest  of  6 
and?  per  cent,  has  passed  the  house  of  represen- 
lives — and  there  will  be  n;uch  jobbing  and  specu- 
lation; a  great  deal  of  n.ciiey  ncade  and  as  nnich 
money  loit.  We  shall  carefully  watch  the  pro- 
gress of  this  proceeding,  and  note  its  operation 
en  the  interests  of  the  j^eople.  It  is  a  relief  act — 
and,  in  onr  opinion,  of  the  character  of  certain  staj 
or  stop-laws  that  have  been  passed,  which  have 
uniformly  resulted  in  injury,  and  provoked  'ropro- 
vidence  and  waste- 


Com.  Barkon,  The  proceedings  of  the  court  of 
enquiry,  held  at  the  navy-yard,  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  upon  capt.  James  Barron,  of  the  U.  States 
navy,  in  July,  1821,  liave  just  been  published.  We 
shall  probably  insert  the  statement  of  the  case 
hereafter.  The  court  consisted  of  captains  Stew- 
art, Evans  and  Morris,  and,  on  the  14th  of  July, 
pronounced  the  following  opinion: 

The  court  is  of  opinion,  that  the  conversation, 
alleged  to  have  taken  place  between  captain  James 
Barron,  and  Mr.  Lyon^  the  British  consul  at  Per- 
nambuco,.  in  the  year  1809,  has  not  been  proved. 

And  the  court  is  further  of  opinion,  that,  altho* 
the  evidence  producsd  by  captain  Barron,  estab- 
lishes his  sincere  and  earnest  desire  to  return  to 
the  United  States,  at  certain  periods,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  accomplishing  his  wishes,  yet  the  court 
is  of  opinion,  that  the  evidence  of  his  inability  to 
return  sooner  than  he  actually  did,  is  not  satisfac- 
tory; and  it  is,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  the  courts 
that  his  absence  from  the  United  States,  without 
the  permission  of  the  government,  was  contrary 
to  his  duty  as  an  officer  in  the  navy  of  the  UnitaU 
States. 

CHARLES  STEWART,  President. 

H.  Wheato:*,  judge  advocate. 


Domestic  kianufactdkes — imitated.  It  is,  and 
always  has  been,  the  liberal  practice  of  our  friends 
across  the  water,  who  would  kindly  save  us  the 
trouble  of  fabricating  even  a  "hob-nail,"  when* 
ever  they  find  any  thing  manufactured  in  the 
United  States  which  commands  a  great  consump- 
tion for  its  superiority  in  quality  or  otherwise,  t» 
mak.  something  of  like  appearance  and  pass  it  off 
as  an  .\merican  product,  with  a  view  either  to  come 
in  for  a  share  of  the  market  or  to  discredit  the 
home  manufacture — in  which  last  honorable  act 
they  have  often  succeeded,  through  their  agents 
and  friends  settled  amongst  us.  They  tried,  over 
and  over  again,  to  make  gimblets,  augurs  and  fall, 
ing  or  chopping  axes,  such  as  are  now  commonly 
used  in  this  country — but  so  much  had  their  work- 
men been  accustomed  to  make  thiiigs  to  sell,  that 
the  imposture  was  manifest,  and  their  avarice  wag 
punished  for  forgeries  of  stamps  and  marks.  They 
have  also  tried  cotton  goods,  put  up  as  at  Waltham,. 
Sic.  but  find  that,  even  if  they  amuggle  them,  [a»  i 
act  entirely  consistent  with  their  ideas  of  morality^ 
they  cannot  meet  our  manufacturers  in  the  market^j 
in  quality  and  price:  and  so  they  contest  every 
inch  of  ground,  being  always  on  tha  watch,  aided 
by  their  government  evf  n  with  forged  papers,  if  ne- 
cessary to  the  sale  of  their  goods. 

Several  year«sincea  gentleman  at  Wilmington^ 
in  Delaware,  started  the  manufacture  of  a  certain 
descriptionof  cotton  cloth,  which  soon  became  ex- 
tensively known  by  the  name  of  the  "Wilmington 
stripe."  The  demand  for  it  gathered  round  him 
a  large  number  of  weavers  and  other  manufactu- 
rers, and  great  quantities  of  it  were  (and  still  are| 
produced  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  town: — The 
late  importations  from  Eiiglarid  furnish  large  quan- 
tities of  this  stuff',  inferior  in  quality, but  sold  at  e 
reduced  price,  either  to  break  up  or  discredit 
the  domestic  manufacture — as  ■wJiich  it  is  ptit  off. 
This  is  shameful.  Every  honest  and  honorable 
mind  is  interested  in  the  preservation  of  character, 
and  revolts  at  the  crime  of  coxinterf citing ■  but,  as 
there  is  no  written  law  that  will  reach  a  case  like 
this,  natural  law  comes  in  to  punish  the  fraud;  and, 
if  discreetly  exerted,  we  think  that  it  ought  to  be. 
resorted  to. 
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NA-rtoNAL  DEBTS.     A  German  paper,  called  Her- ' 
mes,  gives  the  following,  as  tlie  permanent  national 
debt  of  the  several  European  states. 

England  pays  annually  145  millions  of  rix  dol- 
lars banco;  France  33;  Austria  7;  Russia  5;  Prussia 
5;  Holland  5;  Sweden,  Denmark  (prior  to  the  late 
English  loai),  Saxony,  Havaria,  the  small  German 
states,  Spain,  Portugal  and  Italy,  together,  50  mil- 
lions. Hence,  it  appears,  tliat  Europe,  collectively, 
has  a  yearly  incumbrance,  in  the  shape  of  interest 
for  moneys  borrowed,  of  250  millions  of  dollars, 
750  millions  of  marks  banco,  which,  reduced  at  the 
par  of  exchange,  gives  a  sum  total  in  sterling  mo- 
ney of  63  millions. 

Cuba.  The  government  of  this  island  has  is- 
sued the  following  order — "The  repeated  com- 
plaints, which  this  government  has  received  of  the 
depredations  and  piracies  committed  on  the  coast 
of  this  island,  by  armed  crews  of  boats  and  other 
small  vessels,  by  suddenly  boarding  the  vessels  of 
all  nations  approaching  our  coast  or  departing  from 
our  ports,  have  compelled  me  to  inquire  and  exa- 
mine particularly  into  these  matters,  and  to  order 
the  following  special  instructions  to  be  strictly  ob- 
served, for  the  purpose  of  guarding  against  the 
abuses  here  complained  of,  so  contrary  to  the  ex- 
isting lav/s,  and  with  a  view  to  their  punctual  ob- 
servance by  every  vigilant  means  prescribed  by 
the  same." 

[The  order  then  details  the  scrutiny  to  be  ob- 
served by  the  custom-house  officers,  &c.] 

Q^j^We  have  a  report  which  appears  to  be  true, 
that  on  the  8th  ult.  the  U.  S.  brig  Enterprize, 
iieut  Kearney,  captured  eight  sail  of  piratical  ves- 
sels, whose  united  crews  amounted  to  about  160 
men.  This  must  be  pretty  nearly  a  finishing  stroke 
to  the  desperadoes:  we  have  not  lately  heard  of  so 
many  piratical  acts,  but  cases  are  just  published 
which  happened  in  December  last,  in  the  capture 
of  the  brig  Exertion,  and  schooner  Constitution, 
of  Boston,  that  have  caused  no  little  feeling.  The 
vessel  that  seized  them  was  partly  inarmed  by  the  2' 
■wretches  -who  -were  recently  tried  and  condemned  as 
pirates  at  A''ew  Orleans,  and  pardoned  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States — they  boasted  of  it;  and, 


Product  of  iaboii  and  value  of  humak  lifk,  &c. 
Though  it  is  well  known  to  me,  there  are  many 
persons  who  never  read  any  thing  that  costs  them 
the  trouble  of  thinking,  it  is  gratifying  to  believe 
that  an  increasing  desire  prevails  to  investigate 
first  principles,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what  is  tlie 
true  policy  and  wise  administration  of  government 
— hence,  essays  on  political  economy  are  sometimes 
in  request.  In  matters  of  this  sort,  much  may  de- 
pend on  opinion  founded  on  probability;  but  when 
we  speak  of  what  may  be  called  the  radicals  of  this 
science,  demonstration  is  not  always  wanting  to 
effect  conviction  of  error,  or  excite  a  zeal  to  do 
good. 

A  train  of  reilections  has  lately  passed  through 
my  mind,  on  some  points  that  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  seen  or  heard  urged  bv  any  other  person, 
(though  they  may  be  familiar  lo  many),  relative  to 
the  value  of  labor  and  cost  of  subsistence,  which 
shall  be  noticed  in  the  subsequent  remarks.  These 
are  the  base  on  which  all  rightful  calculations  in 
political  economy  must  be  erected,  and  almost  any 
investigation  of  their  principle  and  operation  may 
benefit  an  enquirer  after  truth. 

It  is  now  about  two  months  since  I  put  upon  my 
file  of  "things  to  be  examined,"  an  article  in  the 
Richmond    "Ei:quirer,"    over    the    signature    of' 
«'Q.uesnai,"  of  v/hich  the  following  is  an  extract: 

"It  appears  from  the  census,  recently  published, 
that  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in  agriculture 
in  the  United  States,  is  rather  more  than  2,000,000, 
while  those  employed  in  manufactures  are  not  quite 
350,000;  but  among  these  last  are  included  all  our 
domestic  handicraftsmen,  such  as  tailors,  shoema- 
kers, &c.;  persons  who  are  as  much  affected  by  our 
exorbitant  tariff  as  the  agriculturists  themselves. 
If,  then,  from  350,000  you  strike  all  those  artificers 
with  whom,  either  from  their  location,  or  from  the 
trades  which  they  carry  on,  foreign  mechanics  can*, 
not  interfere,  the  balance  will  not  much,  if  any, 
exceed  100,000,     Now,  is  it  not  most  wonderful^ 
that  these  100,000  manufacturers  should  have  suc- 
ceeded in  convincing  the  2,000,000  of  agricultu- 
rists, that  the  very  best  thing  which  the  said  agri- 
culturists can  do  is  to  tax  tliemselves  roundly  for 
the  benefit  of  the  said  manufacturers?  and  this,  too, 
although  ever  since  the  days  of  Adam  Smith,  the 


inthjrtydaysfromthetimeoft!ieirUberaUor^were|^l,3^j^j;ty^^     a  national  point  of  view,  of  such  a 

proceeding,  has  been  fully  demonstrated?  And  only 
observe,  Messrs.  editors,  the  inevitable  result  of 
these  wise  measures  of  ours,  should  they  be  con- 
tinued and  perfected.  The  cultivators  of  the  soil 
now  tax  themselves  to  keep  out  foreign  manufao. 
tures,  and  the  moment  this  is  accomplished,  they 
will  have  again  to  tax  themselves,  because  those 
manufactures  are  kept  out. 

An  eminent  statesman  compared  country  gen- 
tlemen to  sheep,  on  account  of  the  facility  with 
which  they  are  shorn;  as  regards  the  present  sub- 
ject, another  animal,  I  think,  would  afford  a  hap- 
pier illustration  of  their  folly,  if  not  of  their  paa- 
siveness.  QUESNAL" 

In  several  other  of  our  journals,  we  notice  at- 
tempts of  a  similar  chatacier  to  depress  the  im- 
portance of  tlie  class  of  manufacturers  and  mecha- 
nics, as  contrasted  with  the  agricultaral.  Par  be  it 
from  me  to  disparage  fit  latter;  I  consider  the 
farmer,  cultivating  his  own  soil,  by  the  labor  of  his 
own  hands,  us  the  noblest  of  the  human  r  tee,  be- 
caura  he  is  likely  to  be  the  most  honest:  but  a 
wholesome  state  of  society  must  be  made  up  of 
differ.'nl  classes  -and,  as  thiiir  interests  arc  com- 
i  mon,  it  is  not  neco.sbHry  to  lessen  the  retl  valae  of 
1  any  one  te  e;!kalt  ttie  charactor  vf  ansther. 


at  their  old  trade,  with  a  resolution  to  murder  all 
their  prisoners— but  instead  of  this,  they  were  so 
humane  as  to  put  their  prisoners  ashore  on  a  low 
sand  key,  to  perish  for  want  of  water  -or  to  be 
swept  away  by  the  sea!     The  captain  of  the  Exer- 
tion and  his  crew,  with  four  Spaniards,  were  put  on 
one  of  those  keys — in  despair,  they  made  a  boat 
or  box  out  of  pieces  of  sugar  boxes  that  had  float- 
ed on  the  key,  in  which  the  mate  and  five  other 
persons  embarked  in  search  of  water  on  some  of 
the  neighboring  keys;   and,  three  days  after,  the 
box  being  discovered  adrift  and  full  of  water,  it 
was  concluded  that  they  had  perished.     Those  that 
vemair.ed  on  the  key  were  taken  off  by  a  small 
prize  to  the  pirate,  having  five  men  on  board  who 
had  resolved  to  quit  the  business. 

(j;;^The  schooner  E.  H  Symmes,  of  Georgetown, 
Gol.  was  lately  lost  near  Point  Vcacos— the  crew 
constructed  a  raft  and  went  ashore  on  the  key; 
here  they  were  attacked  by  pirates,  who  stripped 
them  of  their  clothing,  beat  and  abused  the  ship- 
wrecked mariner?,  and  coldly  shot  one  of  them. 
After  the  rascals  hud  left  these  poor  people,  they 
were  taken  off  the  key  by  a  fishing  boat  from  Ma- 
tanzas.  We  really  btlicve  that  I.ct-.p  is  the  only 
corrective  of  sach  outrages. 
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The  late  census  gives  us  the  follow  aggreg^ates: 
Free  while  persons  7,741,610 

colored  do.  358,238 

Slaves  1,538.128 


Of  whom  there  were^^ 

(1)  \3riciiltiiralists 

(2)  M.iiiufaclurers 

(3)  Commercial  class 


Total        9,637,976 


2,065,499 

349,247 

72,397 


2.487.143 


7,250,833 
The  persons  in  the  three  great  branches  of  the 
national  industry,  seennngl}  amounts  to  only  one 
fourth  of  the  whole  population  of  the  Tnited  States; 
and  we  are  leit  to  presviine  that  the  other  three 
fourths  are  supported  b>  the  labor  and  application 
of  that  fourth.  This  cannot  be— for  millions  of 
others  must,  more  or  less,  contribute  to  the  gene- 
ral amount  of  value  produced  or  facihtate  its  dis 
tribution.  The  drones,  (as  staled),  are  too  nume 
reus— but  still,  we  apprehenil  that  some  interesting 
matter  may  be  drawn  out  of  tlie  facts  furnished, 
though  morally  certain  th.it  the  aggregates  :.re  very 
imperiect,  especially  as  to  the  manuiacturers  and 
mechanics,  as  we  shall  endeavor  to  shew. 

1.  Tlie  agricultural  class  mcludes  all  the  free 
agricultural  laborers  and  laboring  slaves,  as  well  as 
those  who  immediately  superintend  and  profit  by 
the  labor  of  the  latter.  Thus,  a  planter  possessed 
of  50  slaves,  men,  women,  or  children,  if  they  per- 
form even  the  slighest  labor  in  the  held,  (such  as 
picking  of  cotton,  for  example),  would,  himself, 
his  overseers  and  his  slaves,  be  put  down  as  agricul- 
turalists, and  amount,  perhaps,  to  about  55  persons. 
The  whole  innTiber  of  slaves  taken  into  tl)e  aggre- 
gate of  2,065^499,  may  be  estimated  at  about 
900,000.  This  is  rendered  probable  by  the  follow- 
ing  exhibit: 

Whole  popnhUian.     Agr/cvUuriilists. 
New-Yorlc  1,372,812  247,648 

Pennsylvania     ',       1,049,398  140,801 


Virginia 
North  Carolina 


2,422,210 

1,065,366 
638,829 


388,449 

276,442 
174,196 


1,704,195  440,638 

In  the  formcT  states,  the  laboring  agriculturalists 
are  as  ove  to  six  uml  iin  half  of  the  whole  pojjula 
tion;  in  the  latter,  they  stand  as  one  to  four.  A 
great  difiei-ence,  indeed — being  more  than  07)e  half,- 
which  shews  the  probabdity  f>t  what  we  have  stal- 
ed. Rut  it  may  be  useful  to  consider  this  matter 
a  little  more  in  detail:  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, that  the  foreign  ^nd' (loTiiesiic  e\port  of  agri- 
cuhural  products,  by  New-York  and  Pennsylvania, 
are  of  no  more  value  than  tiiose  of  Virginia  and 
IS'orth  Carolina,  (though  much  is  conceded  to  the 
latter  states  by  tliis  supposition),  and  that  each  re- 
ceives IVfim  iibroad,  or  from  other  states,  articles 
of  subsistence  equally  valuable — the  whole  value 
of  the  agricultural  products  raised  and  consvmed  m 
these  couples  of  stales,  niay  be  thus  companitiveiy 
staled: 

3.422,210  persons  in  N.  V.  &  Pa.  at  SO  dots.  p.  an.  tlnls.  72,666,300 
1,074. ois  in  Va.  U  S.  C.  ai  tlip  same  32,220.750 

650,170  slaves  in  the  same,  at  20  dollars        12,fin3.400 

■  44.824,150 

Difrerence  of  value  27,842,150 

Nov?,  if  we  add  tc  tl  e  ton  ei  the  superior  Vi.!iie 

of  articles  produced  which  go  into  bome-made 


clothing,  we  may  safely  conclude  that  the  388,000 
agriculturalists  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  cre- 
ate a  greater  value  in  the  sum  of  at  least  thirty  mil' 
lions  of  dollars  a  year  than  the  440,000  agricidtu- 
ralists  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  Comment 
is  not  necessary;  but  it  should  be  recollected,  tha^ 
in  the  states  first  named,  there  are  about  four  mil- 
lions of  sheep,  two  millions  of  neat  cattle,  and  half 
a  million  of  horses;  and  that  the  woollen  and  flaxen 
goods  manuf'ictured  \n  families,  by  persons  who  do 
not  come  into  the  class  of  manufacturers  or  me- 
chanics, is  seven  or  eight  millions  of  yards  per  an- 
num. We  have  no  information  whereon  to  found  a 
supposition  of  the  amount  of  those  things  in  the 
states  last  mentioned;  but  it  is  small  compared  with 
the  aggregate  of  the  others.  The  estimated  cost, 
of  subsistence,  we  apprehend,  is  pretty  nearly  the 
real  amount  of  it,  on  an  average;  but,  at  any  ratCj 
the  data  taken  operates  equally  and  in  just  proper- 
tion.     It  includes  domestic  liquors  consumed. 

These  matters  are  worthy  of  much  reflection^, 
for  the  result  is,  that  one  agriculturalist  in  New- 
York  and  Pennsylvania  produces  a  value  nearly 
equal  to  that  of  Itjo  others  in  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  or  ns  200  dollars  is  to  100  dollars — a  most 
important  difference  when  it  is  multiplied  by  hun- 
dreds of  thousands.  But  this  suggestion  rather 
belongs  to  another  subject,  and  we  shall  not  say 
any  thing  more  about  it  at  this  time. 

From  the  «»two  millions  of  agriculturalists"  that 
we  have  to  "convince,"  in  the  language  of  "Ques- 
nai,"  we  shall  then  deduct  the  900,000  slaves,  un- 
less that  writer  will  allow  the  other  side  to  coujit 
spiiidle.i;  each  are  equally  working  machines,  and 
the  one  has  as  much  to  do  in  a  consideration  of  tlie 
matter  before  us  as  the  other;  except  that  slaves 
give  power  in  representation,  which  spindles  d» 
not.  It  will  then  appear  that  all  those  who,  regard- 
ed as  agriculturalists,  have  any  concern  in  the  sub- 
ject discussed,  amount  to  1,165,499,  of  whom,  ne- 
vertheless, a  very  large  majority  isdecidedly  friend- 
ly to  the  encouragement  and  protection  of  domes- 
tic industry;  and  in  this  majority  is  included  almost 
every  farmer  interested  in  raising  grain,  or  other 
bread-food,  cattle,  sheep,  hog.s,  hemp,  flax,  he.  for 
sfif'e,  or  as  crop,  to  supply  himself  and  his  family  with 
such  other  articles  as  necessity  or  inclination  de- 
mands. Of  the  whole  number  of  agriculturalists 
reported,  about  1.200,000  are  located  in  the  slave- 
holding  states— we  cannot  be  suspected  of  exag- 
geration  when  we  suppose  that  three  fourths  of 
these  are  blacks;  there  then  remains  300,000  free 
agriculturalists  in  those  states,  which  is  almost  a 
fourth  less  than  the  amount  in  New-York  and  Penn- 
Kylvania,  in  which  the  people  are  nearly  unanimous 
in  the  wish  to  establish  a  home  markelihv  their  pro- 
dnrts,  for  they  well  know  its  value;  and  among  the 
300,000,  as  just  above  stated,  tht  re  are  many  that 
have  a  common  interest  with  the  farmers  in  the 
States  n:imed. 

(^)  The  amount  returned  as  engaged  in  manu- 
factures, (which  is  said  by  "Quesnai"  to  include 
•'all  our  domestic  handicraftsmen,  such  as  tailors, 
shoemakers,  &c.  is  surely  much  below  the  real 
amount — but  take  the  number  as  it  is  given,  may  it 
not  be  demonstrated  that  the  power  of  those  t» 
produce  value,  assisted  by  labor-saving  machinery, 
may  be  superior  to  that  of  less  than  four  times 
their  number  operating  without  such  aid,  though 
assisted  by  horses,  mules  and  oxen,  &C..''  We  shall 
see. 

In  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  clothing,  we  shal! 
include  not  only  the  stufls  out  of  which  garments 
are  made,  but  Uie  price  paid  to  tailors  for  making 
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such  garments,  and  the  cost  of  shoes  and  boots  and 
hats.  Let  us  then  say,  tliat  a  child  under  10  years 
old  may  be  completely  clothed,  a  whole  year,  for 
12  dollars;  those  of  more  advanced  age  and  adults, 
for  30,  and  tliat  a  s!:i\'e  may  be  prolecied  from  heat 

and  cold  for  only  10  dollars  per  ann. and  the 

mere  clothing  departmtrnl  wdl  cost  the  nation  about 
200  millions  every  year — if  from  this  we  deduct  25 
millions,  as  the  value  of  such  g^oods  imported, 
there  will  remain  175  millions  to  be  supplied  by 
the  domestic  industry.  What  head  of  a  family  will 
think  ihis  estimate  too  high? — the  iiired  girls  in  our 
titchens  hardly  spend  less  for  their  cloihing-  than 
the  highest  rate  ot  cost  that  I  have  allowed;  and, 
insteacl  of  30  dollars  a  year,  how  many  scort  s  of 
"thousands  are  there  that  <=:X!  end  a  hundred  dollars 
a  year  or  n.ort:,  lor  articles  of  clothing-i*  But,  what 
is  li-e  proportion  ot  those  employed  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cloths,  shoes  and  boots  and  hats,  com- 
pared wiih  the  amount  engaged  in  other  branches 
of  maiiiitacture  and  the  mechanic  arts?  The  reca- 
pitulation of  tlieir  names  would  fill  half  a  page — 
among  them  are  aix  the  nzamijaccwers  of  iron  and 
steel  and  olhet  metals,  from  the  person  that  digs  the 
ore  to  the  artist  that  makes  an  anchor  for  a  ship  of 
the  lintr,  or  a  spng  three-eighths  of  an  inch  long: 
a  mcst  numerous  class,  and  containing,  perhaps, 
fift}  or  more  different  professions,  such  as  iron 
makers,  forgers,  blacksmiths,  coppersmiths,  &c. 
&c.  then  we  have  to  count  up  all  the  -a^orkers  in 
iBood,  ('.xcept  builders  of  houses),  such  as  joiners, 
coopers,  wagc:on  and  other  carriage  ffiakers  and  null 
and  wheehmghts;  all  thaiicork  in  leather,  (except 
shoemakers), such  as  laiiners.curriers  andsaddltrs; 
all  that  work  in  earths  and  compositions,  such  as 
brick  makers  and  potters,  and  gunpowder  makers; 
At'i.  the  branches  necessury  to  the  making  of  a  book 
t3Ut  of  rags,  several  extensive  trades,  and  so  on — 
besides  a  great  many  persons  needful  to  supply 
the  various  sorts  of  cloths  for  family  use,  the  equip- 
ment ot  ships,  &c.  tUese,  and  fifty  or  an  hundred 
more,  being  included  in  the  direction  of  the  secre- 
tary of  state  as  to  who  sl.ould  be  considered  ma- 
jiufacturers,  and  including  also  millers,  disUllers  and 
brew^ers.  1  am  clearly  o(  opinion,  that  the  amount 
of  persons  employed  in  the  manufacure  of  articles 
for  clotliing  {jiot  in  the  domestic  way),  cannot  be  a 
fourth  of  the  whole  number  classed  as  maimfaclu- 
lers,  and  it  is  morally  certain  that  the  return  is 
greatly  deKcitiit. 

We  have  no_ddtum  at  present  at  hand,  to  deter 
mine  the  amount  of  labor  bestowed  on  nny  particu- 
lar branch  ot  business,  or  how  much  its  imiustry  is 
jiuifd  by  niachiners,  contrived  to  i>'io  the  work  of 
man}  pcrsiM.s.  I  have  seen  the  power  of  the  cot 
ton  gin  calcuhued  it  is  eaormous;  perhaps,  ail  the 
iaborotthe  whole  people  in  tlie  United  Stales  would 
not  send  as  much  cotion  to  market,  williout  ma- 
clnncs  of  tliiSsort,asihe  h  borers  of  South  Carolina, 
alone,  might  furnish  with  the  use  ot  them.  Here 
we  see  the  torce  of  scientific  power,  though  its  aj)- 
plication  to  the  products  of  agriculture  is  on  a  small 
acale,  indet-d,  (ex  ept  in  this  instance),  when  com- 
pared with  its  application  to  manufactures  and  the 
mechanic  arts — perhaps,  not  as  one  to  an  hundred. 
A  large  parlot  the  business  of  agriculture  must  be 
performed  by  mumud  /fjiiof,  though  assisted  by  liie 
best  implements,  and  otherwise  managed  m  the 
best  manner. 

The  celebrated  Mr.  Owen,  of  New  Lanark,  (a 
gentlemen  whose  opinions  on  such  subjects  are  en- 
titled to  the  greatest  respect),  calculates  that  the 
cotton  now  spun  in  Great  Britain  by  macuinery, 
v."9uld  require  sixteen  millions  of  persons  witli  com- 


mon wheels,  and  if  to  this  be  added  the  amount  of 
manual  labor  hitherto  bestowed  in  making  }arn  in- 
to cloth,  we  may  safely  say  that  the  whole  manufac- 
ture of  this  single  article  would  require  not  levs 
thun  30,000,0;  0  persons,  thougli  aided  by  ail  the 
machinery  in  use  about  forty  years  ago.  We  can- 
not refer  to  any  document  to  asci-riain  the  number 
of  persons  engaged  in  the  cotton  business;  but  Mr. 
Gray,  in  a  late  work  deemed  authentic,  puts  down 
ait  the  classes  of  manufacturers  and  mechanics  at  a 
StSth  part  of  the  whole  population,  say  about  5  mil- 
lions; and,  when  the  numerous  branches  required  to 
supply  ere  y  liung  that  man  Wants  or  Lis  luxury  de- 
mands, save  f'nod,  is  considered,  it  will  appear  that 
tiiose  encaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods 
cannot  be  very  numerous,  though  so  very  poweiliii, 
.Mr  Ow^n  further  calculated  that  the  quantity  of  ;na- 
nufacuircs  of  all  sorts,  at  present  produced  by  Uri 
tish  workmen,  Vi  ith  the  aid  of  mactuiies,  is  so  great, 
tiiat  it  would  require,  without  the  aid  of  some  ma- 
chines, the  Inborof  four  hundred  milhuns  of  work- 
nreii:  that  is,  five  millions  ;ire  equal  to  four  hundred, 
millions.  Cotton  has  been  s^mn,  at  Manchester,  so 
fii  e  as  lo  require  35u  tiantcs  to  the  pound,  and  its 
length  was  167  miles  and  a  fraction.  I  he  power 
that  drove  i  lie  spinJles,  (and  many  thousand  others), 
w  hich  performed  tins  work,migi!t  oe  .i  steam  engine 
of  12j  horse  power,  or  equal  to  the  labor  oi' six  linn~ 
dredmcn  '1  he  woollen*  and  socie  other  manufac- 
tures are  not  so  much  aided  by  nmichincry  as  those 
of  cotton,  but  the  scientihc  powtr  acquired  is  as- 
tonisiiingl}  great  in  niany  branches  or  business. — 
To  speak  of  uur  own  atiairs:  four  able  workmen 
can  put  up  the  types  for  and  worh  off  the  4500  co- 
pies that  we  print  of  the  Rlristkii — jointly  24  days 
labor  to  jjublish  one  number;  acmil  that  a  persoB 
could  v/nte  a  page  in  two  hours  md  that  he  labored 
12  hours  111  a  day,  then  one  printer  would  stand  as 
equal  to  50'J  scribes,  besides  the  greater  su|)eriori- 
ty  and  convenience  of  the  work  performed. 

When  v.'e  consider  the  results  ttiat  have  been  pro- 
duced by  scientific  power,  there  is  not  so  nmcli  to 
surprize  us  in  wliat  Mr.  -Uven  sajs,  as  at  the  first 
glance  mi.:;;lit  appear.  From  l.ving  in  caves  and  be- 
ing clothed  in  »kins,  society  has  advanced  to  reside 
in  well-built  houses,  or  palaces,  to  be  clothed  in  arti- 
cles most  delicate  to  the  touch  and  grateful  to  the 
eye,  furuisbed  also  with  lu.^uries  and-con\eniences 
of  all  sorts  and  descriptions.  The  mind  can  hardly 
grisp  the  extent  of  improvement,  progress  of  com- 
fort, or  advance  of  what  may  be  deemed  extrava- 
ganceand  waste.  Toaidtue  comprehension, we  must 
take  an  Indian  from  his  miserable  hut,  clothed  in 
filihy  skins  w  hicli  also  serve  him  for  his  bed,  pickmp' 
his  Way  through  the  tiackless  forest. waUingifirougii 
s\»amps  ai.d  swimmiiig  nvers,  to  seek  the  deer  a..(l 
kill  It  with  his  arrow— to  the  civihzed  man,  coming 
forth  from  a  palace,  clotiied  in  tUe  richest  manu- 
factures, [jassing  on  a  turnpike  road  and  over  strea:ns 
b)  bridges  in  a  s[)leiidid  carriage,  and  fiirnisiun/j 
himself  with  ail  that  he  desires  by  an  exchange  of 
commodities,  rendered  convenient  by  the  use  tf  cur- 
tain metais  or  piiper  of  an  accepted  value  orpnce. 
—  W  iietlier  human  happiness  is  advanced  or  not,  by 


*  he  inventions  of  our  countrymen,  ^fVi/^'imoie 
and  Brewster,  for  making  wool  and  cotton  ca.as 
and  spinning  wool,  approach  so  neari)  to  thinking 
animals,  as  almost  to  niaite  us  believe  that  they  ex- 
amine and  calculate  what  they  are  doing!  And 
Mr.  Dey,  of  iNew  York,  has  just  accomplished  a  ma- 
chine  by  which  he  wiU  clean  and  bleach  fia\  or 
lieinp  for  ttvo  cents  per  pound,  aiid  the  v>ork  is  dOn£ 
much  better  tlian  it  by  hanul 
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the  progress  ot  things  from  a  savage  to  a  refined 
state,  (as  some  pretend  to  doubt),  is  not  the  ques- 
tion— it  is  sufficient  to  the  argument  that  the  latter 
state  exists,  and  nothing  but  a  long  succession  ot" 
the  severest  calamities  can  drive  the  people  back 
to  a  residence  in  caves,  clothed  in  sheep  or  other 
skins,  with  the  wool  or  hair  on,  to  protect  iheni  from 
the  weather:  nay,  there  are  millions  of  young  la- 
dies that  \vou\il  faziit  at  the  idea  of  being  dressed 
even  as  iheir  grandmothers  were  hfty  years  ago.* 
And  it  is  by  means  of  this  scientific  power,  that, 
though  the  best  manufacturers  in  India  may  be  hir- 
ed for  20  dollars  a  year,  (out  of  which  they  will 
subsist  and  clothe  themselves),  we,  even  in  the 
United  States,  might  import  a  cargo  of  cotton  from 
India,  10,000  miK  s  tiislant,  make  it  up  into  cloth,  | 
send  it  back  to  India,  and  undersell  the  manufac- 
turers there — though  they  are  not  wholly  desti- 
tute of  labor  savinj;  machinery,  and  are  of  the  best 
Jl manual]  workers  in  cotton,  in  the  world. 

It  then  appears  very  plain  that  the  importance  of 
the  manufacturing  and  mechanical  classes  not  to  be 
ascertained  by  a  mere  "shew  of  hand3"-^it  is  the 
amount  of  the  labor  tiiat  they  can  perform;  but  this 
gives  them  no  claim  to  exclusive  privilege,  nor  do 
they  askprotectionto  the  detriment  of  other  classes, 
as  the  growers  of  grain  and  breede's  of  cattle, 
sheep  and  hogs,  fee.  begin  clearly  to  understand. — 
To  enable  our  v<50,000  manufacturers  to  operate, 
a  property  equRl  vo  at  least  200  millions  of  dollars 
has  been  creat£d,  in  the  houses,  m?]Is,  machinery, 
tools  and  impUments  needful  to  the  different  pro 
fessions — and  what  sums  have  been  spent  to  acquire 
kno-u!le(lf;e  how  to  inake  or  use  such  machinery,  tools 
and  implements!  This  enormous  amount  of  value 
must  be  respected,  for,  if  the  arts  perish  or  are  suf- 
fered to  decay,  it  must  also  perish  or  decay;  and 
these  employ  a  vast  quantity  of  labor  that  would 
otherwise  be  useless — say  of  women  and  children, 
to  the  value  of  many  millions  a  year. 

We  shall  now  speak  of  what  we  deem  rightful 
restrictions  on  trade,  v/hich  will  lead  us  to  a  consi- 
deration of  that  which  v.e  have  called  in  our  caption, 
the  "value  of  human  life."  We  start  on  this  prin- 
ciple— that  the  value  of  a  human  being  must  be  an- 
nually equal  to  the  amount  expended  in  subsisting 
and  clothing,  and  otherwise  furnishing  necessaries 
for  such  a  being;  for  the  reason  that,  if  this  was  not 
the  case,  society  must  retrograde  in  its  comforts  pos- 
sessed, and,  finally,  be  destroyed.  If  all  consume 
more  than  they  produce,  there  must  be  an  end  of 
consumption;  hence  even  to  keep  things  as  they  are, 
the  labor  bestowed  must  be  equal  to  the  value  of  the 
labor  consumed.  In  this  respect,  the  habits  and  man- 
ners of  different  nations  are  as  difterent  as  their  lan- 
guages. What  is  a  principality  in  Germany  may  be 
only  a  snug  farm  in  America,  and' there  is  no  sort  of 

*The  progress  of  extravagance  and  waste  of  la- 
bor, which  will  always  keep  on  the  advance  as  the 
means  to  indulge  in  them  are  afforded  as  surely  as 
water  seeks  its  own  level,  is  well  described,  as  to 
one  article,  in  a  communication  addressed  to  the 
Editors  of  the  Boston  Evening  Gazette,  as  follows: 
<«lf  five  dollars  twenty  years  ago,  would  purchase 
as  good  a  bonnet  as  was  wanted  by  any  lady,  and 
now  the  same  quality  of  ladies,  requires  one  from 
Leghorn  which  costs  fifty  dollars,  (in  silver  money) 
this  same  increase  of  extravagance,  twenty  years 
hence,  will  require  one  to  cost  five  hundred  dollars! 
Merino  shawls  and  dresses,  in  proportion.  There 
are  now  some  of  these  bonnets  sold  as  high  as  glOO; 
to  this  class  of  purchasers,  a  bonnet  must  soon  cost 
them  the  "price  of  a  goodfavftt." 


measurethat  will  regulate  all  things  in  all  countries. 
A  day's  labor  approaches  the  nearest  to  a  general 
standard,  but  that  varies  more  than  our  bank  pa- 
per did  during  the  late  war,  from  the  real  or  arti- 
ficial wants  of  men  and  nations.  England  is  com- 
pelled to  make  her  (leople  pay  about  twice  as 
much  for  bread-stuffs  as  they  might  be  imported 
for,  that  the  taxes  on  the  land  may  be  collected-^ 
but  she  also  prohibits  the  importation  of  manufac- 
tured articles  that  the  people  may  pay  such  extra 
price  for  bread  stuffs:  here  is  one  restriction  to 
balance  another,  and,  between  the  two,  if  the  go- 
vernment was  reasonably  economical,  the  general 
state  of  the  society  would  be  prosperous.  These 
regulations  are  carried  so  far,  that  bread-stuffs  and 
manufactures  are  rejected,  though  raised  or  pro- 
duced by  her  own  people,  in  her  own  colonies,  in 
Asia,  America,  or  Africa.  An  income  of  500/.  a 
year  in  England,  is  a  very  moderate  estate;  but  if 
the  possessor  of  it  crosses  the  channel  to  France, 
he  is  a  man  of  fortune;  and  may  live  as  pom- 
pously upon  it  as  he  canon  three  times  its  amount 
in  England.  It  is  then  very  evident  that  the  va- 
lue of  huma'ft  liie,  as  estimated  by  a  money  meter, 
is  higher  in  England  than  in  France,  and  that,  if 
an  unrestricted  trade  CTjisted  between  the  two 
countries  (the  scientific  labor  in  both  being  equal)» 
France  would  become  rich  and  England  be  beg^ 
gared  by  it.  It  is  to  prevent  issues  of  this  nature 
that  governments  resort  to  restrictions;  because 
they  cannot  change  the  climate  of  a  country  or  es- 
sentially alter  the  habits  of  a  people.  jYupoleon,  in 
the  zenith  of  his  power,  could  not  have  prevented 
the  people  of  the  south  of  France  from  dancing  on 
Sunday  afternoons,  nor  can  George  stop  his  sub- 
jects from  huzzaing  and  making  a  noise  at  elec- 
tions; much  less  convert  them  into  Robinson  Cm- 
soes.  It  is  on  this  principle  that  we  spend  a  mil- 
lion or  more  per  cinniim  for  the  protection  of  com- 
merce, that  we  give  bounlies  to  our  fishermen  and 
prohibit  the  coasting  trade  to  foreigners,  he.  The 
value  of  the  lives  of  persons  engaged  in  those  pitr- 
suits,  in  the  United  States,  being  greater  than  that 
of  other  persons  in  like  manner  employed  in  other 
countries.  This  value  grows  out  of  nature,  ne- 
cessity or  custom,  and  timst  be  respected,  or  the  na- 
tion is  injured  to  the  benefit  of  some  other.  To 
simplify  this  doctrine — let  us  say  the  soil  and  cli- 
mate of  India  are  as  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of 
grain,  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  &c.  as  those  of  the 
United  States,  and  that,  in  the  production  or  ma- 
nufacture  of  these,  the  people  are  equally  aided  by 
machinery — how  will  they  meet  each  other  in  a 
common  market  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  a 
central  point.''  An  East  India  laborer,  a  full  hand, 
may  be  hired  for  fifteen  or  twenty  dollars  a  year, 
out  of  which  he  will  feed  and  clothe  himself — our 
5i'ares  cannot  be  estimated  to  cost  less  than  seventy 
dollars  per  ann.*  and  the  product  of  the  East  In- 
dian, as  regulated  by  a  nominal  amount  of  money, 
would  cost  less  than  a  third  of  what  such  product 
would  cost  us;  we  could  not,  therefore,  meet  the 
people  of  India  in  the  common  market — it  is  im- 
possible that  we  should  exchange  day's  labor  with 
them;  we  must  at  least,  for  self-preservation,  keep 
out  their  rival  productions,  and  raise  the  price  of 

*Say  a  slave  is  worth  400 — interest  on  capital 
at  6  per  cent.  g24;  "tear  and  wear,"  and  risk  of 
heaUh  and  fife,  at  4  per  cent.  16;  food  20;  clothing 
10 — amount  seven/j/ dollars  per  annum.  Now  this 
sort  of  labor,  would  appear  to  be  much  dearer 
than  that  of  free  persons,  if,  as  it  seems,  the  latter 
perform  twice  as  much  work. 
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Ij  ■>  e  commodities  to  a  vate  commensurate  with  I 
*be  cost  or  value  of  life,  established  by  custom  or 
^xed  by  climate.  Money  is  always  a  Ifiing  of  com- 
parative value — an  artist  in  China  will  labor  the 
vhole  day  for  6  cents;  another,  ma-king-  the  same 
ll.ing-  and  doing  the  same  quiinlity  of  work,  will 
Teceive  a  dollar  in  the  United  Slates:  but  il 
does  not  follow  that  labor  is  dearrr  in  the  lattt  r 
than  in  the  former  unless  there  is  to  be  an  eccclia7ige 
of  commor-liiies  iet-ween  the  two;  end  then,  and  then 
"only,  the  difiermce  operates  to  the  benefit  ni'  one 
party  and  the  ruin  of  the  other — because  all  other 
fling's  are  in  just  proportioiu  ll  costs  as  much 
]abor,  and  occupies  as  much  land,  to  raise  a  busliel 
of  wheat  when  it  is  wortii  only  one  dollarns  when 
it  is  worth  three  dolliTS — and  hence,  a  gnllon  of 
vine,  (imported),  bearing  a  steady  price  of  two 
dollars,  is  three  times  as  dear  to  the  farmer  at  the 
low  price  of  wheat  as  it  is  at  the  high  one.  This 
is  comrmon  stnse  doctrine.  It  is  the  ability  of  the 
consumer  to  pay,  and  not  the  cost  of  the  article, 
that  determines  its  value  to  him,  by  money  cr 
goods  given  in  exchange  for  it;  and  in  every  trans- 
fiction  of  this  sort,  the  vabje  of  life  must  enter  into 
the  calculation,  or  life  will  n»-cessarily  ctase  to  be 
or  become  not^Avorih  possessing*. 

(3  j  The  commercial  class  includes,  we  suppose, 
all  the  venders  of  goods,  from  the  importing  mer- 
chant to  the  smallest  shop-keeper;  and  a  very 
large  part  of  the  business  of  these — the  greater 
part  of  it,  perhaps,  is  incidental  to  the  transfer  of 
domestic  products,  agricultural  or  manufactured. 

Much  more  might  be  said  on  these  great  sub- 
jects, but  we  shall  defer  any  further  remarks  for 
the  present;  and  conclude  with  reqnestii^g  that 
the  facts  set  forth  may  be  considered,  for  the  rea- 
son that  we  believe  them  to  be  among  the  funda- 
-;if)€ntals  that  a  statesman  ought  to  investigate. 


Dauphin  Island  and  Mobile  Point. 

^.lessoge  of  the  prrsiilent  of  the    Uniled  States  to  con 
gyess,  vp'jii  the  subject  of  the  fortificalioHs  on  Dan- 
*    phin  Island  and  Moljile  Point. 

'To  the  senate  and 

house  of  reftrccenCadr'es  of  the  United  States. 

Co 'iTt^s  having  susijeiided  the  appropriation, 
at  the  last  session,  for  the  fortification  at  Dau- 
jphin  Island,  in  consequence  of  a  doubt  which  was 
entertained  of  the  propriety  of  that  position,  tli< 
further  prosecution  of  the  work  was  snspelided, 
and  an  order  given,  as  intimated  in  the  message 
pf  the  3d  of  December,  to  the  board  of  engineers 
and  naval  commissioners,  to  re-eKamine  that  part 
of  the  coast,  and  particularly  tliat  position,  as  also 
the  position  at  Mobile  Point,  v/ith  which  it  is  con- 
nected, and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon,  which 
has  been  done,  and  which  report  is  herewith  com- 
municated. 

By  this  report,  it  appears  to  be  still  the  opinion 
of  the  board,  that  the  construction  of  works  at  both 
these  positions  is  of  great  importance  to  the  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans,  and  of  all  that  portion  of 
our  union  which  is  connected  with,  and  dependant 
on,  the  Mississippi,  and  on  the  other  waters  which 
empty  into  the  Gulf  ot  Mexico,  between  that  river 
and  Cape  Florida.  That  the  subject  may  be  fully 
before  congress,  I  transmit,  also,  a  copy  of  the 
former  report  of  the  board,  being  that  on  which 
the  work  was  undertaken,  and  has  been,  in  part, 
executed.  Approving,  as  I  do,  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  state  the  reasons 
r)n  c'hich  I  adopted  the  first  report,  especinUy  as 


they  were,  in  part,  suggested  by  the  occurrence^ 
of  the  late  war. 

The  policy  whi(?h  induced  congress  to  decide 
on,  and  provide  for,  the  deience  of  the  coast,  im- 
mediately after  the  war,  was  founded  on  the  mark- 
ed events  of  that  miertsting  epoch,  Tlie  vast 
body  6i'  men  which  it  was  found  Ui&otssary  to  call 
into  the  field,  through  tiie  whole  extent  of  our 
maritime  frontier,  and  the  number  whoperislied 
by  exposure,  with  the  immense  expenditure  of  mof- 
ney  and  waste  of  property,  which  followed,  were 
to  be  traced,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  the  defence- 
less condition  of  the  coast.  It  v/as  to  mitigate 
these  evils,  in  future  wars,  and  even  to  the  higher 
purposK;  of  preventing  war  itself,  that  thedec]=ioii 
was  formed,  to  make  the  coast,  so  far  as  it  might 
be  practicable,  impregnable;  and  that  the  mea- 
sures necessary  to  t!)p.t  great  object,  have  beer* 
pursued  with  so  much  zeal  since. 

It  is  known  ihr.t  no  part  of  dur  union  is  more 
erposed  to  ir.vasion,  by  th.e  numerous  avenues 
leading  to  it,  or  more  defenceless  by  the  thinness 
of  the  neighboring  population,  or  ofliers  a  greater 
•.emptation  to  invasion,  either  as  a  permanent  ac- 
quisition, or  as  a  prize  to  the  cupidity  of  grasping- 
invaders,  from  the  immense  amount  of  produce 
deposited  there,  than  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  It 
J3  known,  also,  the  seizure  cf  no  part  of  our  union, 
could  affect  so  deeply  and  ritallv  the  immediate 
interests  of  so  many  states,  and  oi  so  many  of  our 
felhiw  citizens,  comprizing  all  that  extensive  ter- 
ritory and  numerous  population  which  are  con- 
nected with,  and  dependant  on,  the  Mississippi,  as 
the  seizure  of  that  city.  Strong  works,  well  post- 
ed, were,  therefore,  deemed  absolutely  necessary 
fur  its  protectioHo 

It  is  not,  however,  by  the  Mississippi  only,  or" 
the  waters  which  communicate  directly  with,  or 
approach  nearest  to,  New  Orleans,  that  the  town 
is  assailable.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  in  the  late 
v/ar,  the  pul*lic  solicitude  was  excited,  not  so  much 
by  the  danger  which  menaced  it,  in  those  direc- 
tions, as  by  the  apprehension  that,  while  a  feint 
miglit  be  made  there,  the  main  force,  landing 
either  in  the  bay  of  Mobile  or  other  waters  be- 
tween that  bay  and  the  R  golets,  would  be  thrown 
above  the  town,  in  the  rear  of  the  army  which  had 
been  collected  there  for  its  defence.  Full  confi- 
dence v/as  entei  tamed  that  that  gallant  army,  led 
by  the  gallant  and  able  chief  who  commaiuled  it, 
would  repf  1  anj  attack  to  which  it  might  be  ex- 
posed in  front.  Hut  liad  such  a  force  been  thrown 
above  the  town,  and  a  position  taken  on  the  banks 
of  the  river,  the  disadvantage  to  which  our  troops 
would  have  been  subjected,  attacked  in  front  and 
rear,  as  they  might  have  been,  may  easily  be  con- 
ceived. As  their  supplies  would  have  been  cut 
oft,  they  could  not  long  have  remained  in  the  ci- 
t)',  and  withdrawi  g  from  it,  it  must  have  f';dlen 
immediately  into  the  hands  of  the  force  below 
In  ascending  the  river,  to  attack  the  force  above, 
the  attack  must  have  been  made  to  great  disad- 
vantage, since  it  must  have  been,  on  such  ground 
and  at  such  time  as  the  enemy  preferred.  These 
considerations  show,  that  defences,  other  than 
such  as  are  immediately  connected  with  the  city, 
are  of  great  importance  to  its  safety. 

An  attempt  to  seize  New  Orleans  and  the  lower 
part  of  the  Mississippi,  will  be  made  only  by  a 
^^reat  power,  or  a  combination  of  several  powers 
with  a  strong  naval  and  land  force,  the  latter  of 
VI  hich  must  be  brought  in  transports  which  may 
^ail  in  siudlow  water.  If  the  defences  aro  iiid 
New  Orleans  are  well  posted,  and  cf  sufficient 
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strength  to  repel  any  attack  which  may  be  made 
on  them,  the  city  can  be  assailed  only  by  a  land 
force,  which  must  pass  in  the  direction  above 
sugtjested,  between  the  Rlgolets  and  the  buy  of 
Mobile.  It  becomes,  therefore,  an  object  of  high 
importance  to  present  such  an  obstacle  to  such  an 
attempt,  as  wouid  defeat  it,  should  it  be  made. 
Fortihcations  are  useful  for  the  defence  of  posts, 
to  prevent  the  approach  to  cities,  and  the  passage 
of  rivers;  but,  as  works,  tlieir  effect  cannot  be  felt 
beyond  the  reach  of  their  cannon.  Thej  are  for- 
midable, in  other  respects,  by  the  body  of  men 
within  them,  which  may  be  removed  and  applied 
to  othc-r  purposes. 

Between  tiie  Rigolets  and  the  bay  of  Mobile 
there  isaciuiin  of  islands,  at  ttie  extremity  ofwhicli 
is  Dauphin  Island,  which  forms,  with  Mobile  Point, 
from  wliich  it  is  distant  about  three  and  a  quarter 
miles,  the  entrance  into  tlie  bay  of  Mobile,  which 
leads  through  that  part  of  the  state  of  Alabama,  to 
the  towns  of  Mobile  and  Blakeley.  The  distance 
between  Dauphin  Island  and  the  Rigolets  is  ninety 
miles.  The  principal  inlands  between  them  are 
Massacre,  Hor^N  Ship  and  Cat  islands,  near  to 
which  thei-e  is  anchorage  for  large  ships  of  war. 
The  first  object  is  to  prevent  the  landing  of  any 
force,  for  the  purposes  above  stated,  between  the 
Rigolets  and  the  bay  of  Mobile — the  second,  to 
defeat  that  force,  in  case  it  should  be  landed. 
When  the  distance  from  one  point  to  the  other 
is  considered,  it  is  believed  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  establish  works  so  near  to  ^ach  other 
as  to  prevent  the  landing  of  suc!i  a  force.  Its  de- 
feat, therefore,  should  be  effectually  provided  for. 
If  the  arrangement  should  be  such  as  to  make  that 
result  evident,  it  might  be  fairly  concluded  that 
the  attempt  would  not  be  made,  and  thus  we  should 
accomplish,  in  the  best  mode  possible,  and  witii 
the  least  expense,  the  complete  security  of  this 
important  part  of  our  union,  the  great  object  of 
our  system  of  defence  for  the  whole. 

Tiiere  are   some  other    views   of  this  subject 
which,  it  is  thought,  will  merit  particular  attention 
in  deciding  the  point  in  question.     Not  being  able 
to  establish  a  chain  of  posts,  at  least  for  the  pre- 
sent, along  the  whole  coast,  from  the  Rigolets  to 
Dauphin  Island,  or  on  all  the  islands  between  them, 
at  which  point  shall  we  begin?     Should  an  attack 
on  the  city  be  anticipated,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  an  adequate  force  wovikl  immediately  be  or- 
dered there  for  its  defence.     If  the  enemy  should 
despair  of  making  an  impression   on  the  works 
near  the  tov/n,  it  may  be  presumed  that  they  would 
promptly  decide  to  make  an  attempt,  in  the  man- 
ner and  in  the  line  above  suggested,  between  the 
Rigolets  and  the  bay  of  Mobile.     It  will  be  obvious, 
that  the  nearer  the  fortification  is  erected  to  the 
Rigolets,  with  a  view  to  this  object,  should  it  be 
on   Cat  or  Ship   island,  for  example,  the    wider 
would  the    passage  be   left  open,   between  that 
work  and  the  bay  of  Mobile,  for  such  an  enterprize. 
The  main  army  being  drawn  to  New  Orleans,  would 
be  ready  to  meet  such  an  attempt,  near  the  Rigo- 
lets, or  at  any  other  point  not  distant  from  the 
city.     It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  enemy, 
profiting  of  a  fair  wind,  would  make  his  attempt  at 
the  greatest  distance  compatible  with  his  object, 
from  that  point,  and  at  the  bay  of  Mobile,  should 
there  not  be  works  there  of  sufficient  strength  to 
prevent   it.     Should   however,  strong  works  be 
erected  there,   such  as  were  sufficient  not  only  [ 
for  their  own  defence  acrainst  any  attack,  wliich 
might  be  made  on  them,  but  to  hold  a  force,  con- 
nected with  that  which  might  be  drawn  from  the 


neighboring  country,  capable  of  co-operating  with 
the  force  at  the  city,  and  which  would  doubtless 
be  ordered  to  those  works,  in  the  event  of  war,  it 
would  be  dangerous  tor  the  invading  force  to  land 
any  where,  between  the  Rigolets,  and  the  bay  of 
Mobile,  and  to  pass  towards  the  Mississippi  above 
the  city,  lest  such  a  body  might  be  thrown  in  its 
rear  as  to  cut  off'  its  retreat.  These  considera- 
tions show  the  great  advantage  of  establishing,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  bay  of  Mobile,  very  strong  works, 
such  as  would  be  adequate  to  all  the  purposes 
suggested. 

If  fortifications  were  necessary,  only  to  protect 
our  country  and  cities,  against  the  entry  of  large 
ships  of  war  into  our  bays  and  rivers,  tiiev  would 
be  of  little  use  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans; 
since  that  city  cannot  be  approached  so  near, 
either  by  the  Mississippi,  or  in  any  other  direc- 
tion, bj'  such  vessels,  for  them  to  make  an  attack 
on  it.  In  the  Gulf,  within  our  limits  west  of  Flo- 
rida, which  has  been  acquired  since  these  works 
were  decided  on  and  commenced,  there  is  no  bay 
or  river,  into  which  large  ships  of  war  can  enter. 

As  a  defence  therefore  against  an  attack,  from 
such  vessels,  extensive  works  would  be  altogether 
unnecessary,  either  at  .Mobile  Point,  or  at  Dau- 
phin Island,  since  sloops  of  war,  only,  can  navi- 
gate the  deepest  channel.  But  it  is  not  for  that 
purpose  alone  that  these  works  are  intended.  It 
is  to  provide,  also,  against  a  formidable  invasion, 
both  by  land  and  sea,  the  object  of  which  may  be 
to  shake  the  foundation  of  our  system.  Should 
such  small  works  be  erected,  and  such  an  invasion 
take  place,  they  would  be  sure  to  fall  at  once  into 
the  hands  of  the  invaders,  and  to  be  turned  against 
us. 

Whether  the  acquisition  of  Florida  may  be  con- 
sidered as  affording  an  inducement  to  malce  any 
change  in  the  position  or  strength  of  these  works, 
is  a  circumstance  which  also  merits  attention. 
From  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  subject, 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  should  not.  The  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  and  of  the  river  Mississippi, 
against  a  powerful  invasion,  being  one  of  the  great 
objects  of  such  extensive  works,  that  object  would 
be  essentially  abandoned,  if  tfiey  should  be  estab- 
lished eastward  of  the  bay  of  Mobile,  since  the 
force  to  be  collected  in  them  would  be  placed  at 
too  great  a  distance  to  allow  the  co-operation,  ne- 
cessary for  those  purposes,  between  it  and  that 
at  the  city.  In  addition  to  which,  it  may  be  ob- 
served, that,  by  carrying  them  to  Pensacola,  or 
further  to  the  east,  that  bay  would  fall  immediately,, 
in  case  of  such  invasion,  into  the  hands  of  the 
enem}^  whereby  such  co-operation  would  be  ren- 
dered utterly  impossible,  and  the  state  of  Alabama 
would  also  be  left  wholly  unprotected. 

With  a  view  to  such  formidable  invasion,  of 
which  we  should  never  lose  sight,  and  of  the  great 
objects  to  which  it  would  be  directed,  I  think  that 
very  strong  works,  at  some  point  within  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  will  be  found  indispensable.  I  think, 
also,  that  these  works  ought  to  be  established  at 
the  bay  of  Mobile,  one  at  Mobile  Point,  and  the 
other  on  Dauphin  Island,  whereby  the  enemy 
would  be  excluded,  and  the  complete  command  of 
that  bay,  with  all  the  advantages  attending  it,  be|se- 
cured  to  ourselves.  In  the  case  of  such  invasion,  it 
will,  it  is  presumed,  be  deemed  necessary  to  collect 
at  some  point,  other  than  at  New  Orleans,  a  strong 
force,  capable  of  moving  in  any  direction,  and  af- 
fording aid  to  any  part  which  may  be  attacked,  and, 
in  my  judgment,  no  position  presents  so  many  ad- 
vantages, as  a  point  of  rendezvous,  for  such  force. 
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as  the  raofUh  of  that  bay.  The  fortification  at  the 
Ri.^'olets  Will  defend  the  entrance  by  one  passai^e 
into  Lake  Poncliartrain,  and  also  into  Pearl  river, 
wliich  empties  into  the  g'ulf,  at  that  point.  Be- 
tween the  Uigolets  and  Mobile  Uay,  there  are  but 
two  inietc,  winch  dc-serve  the  name,  those  of  St. 
l,ouis  and  Pascagola,  the  entrance  into  which,  is 
Joo  shallo  .V,  even  for  the  smallest  vessels;  and  from 
the  Kigolets  to  Mobile  Bay,  the  whole  coast  is 
equally  -inallov.-,  aHbrdirig  the  depth  of  a  few  feet 
of  water  only.  Cat  Island,  which  is  nearest  the 
Rigolets,  is  about  seven  and  a  half  miles  distant 
frorc  the  coast,  and  thirty  from  the  Itigolets.  Siiip 
Jsi.md  IS  distant  about  ten  miles  from  (3at  Island, 
and  twelve  from  tlie  coast.  Between  these  islands 
and  the  coast,  the  water  is  very  shallow.  As  to 
the  precise  depth  of  water  in  approaching  those 
islands  from  the  gulf,  the  report  of  the  topogra- 
phical engineers  not  having  yet  beer,  received,  it 
is  impossible  to  speak  with  precision,  but  admitting 
it  to  be  such,  as  for  frigates,  and  even  ships  of  the 
line  to  enter,  the  anchorage  at  both  is  unsafe,  be- 
ing much  exposed  to  northwest  winds.  Along  the 
coast,  therefore,  there  is  no  motive  for  such  strong 
works  on  our  part;  no  town  to  guard;  no  inlet  into 
the  countr}'  to  defend;  and  if  placed  on  the  islands, 
and  the  entrance  to  them  is  such,  as  to  admit  large 
ships  of  war,  distant  as  they  are  from  the  coast,  it 
would  be  more  easy  for  the  enemy  to  assail  them 
with  effect. 

The  position,  however,  at  Mobile  bay,  is  essen- 
tially different.  That  bay  takes  its  name  from  the 
Mobile  river,  which  is  form'^d  by  the  junction  of 
the  Alabama  and  romblgbee,  which  extend,  each, 
about  jOO  miles  into  tjie  interior,  approaching,  at 
their  head  waters,  near  the  Tennessee  river.  If 
the  enemy  possessed  its  mouth,  and  fortified  Mo- 
bile Point  and  Dauphin  Island,  being  superior  at 
sea,  it  would  be  difficult  for  us  to  dispossess  iiim 
of  either,  even  of  Mobile  Point;  and  liolding  that 
position,  Pensacola  would  soon  fitil,  as,  without  in- 
curring great  expense  in  the  construction  of  works 
there,  it  would  present  but  a  feeble  resistance  to 
a  strong  force  in  its  rear.  If  we  had  a  work  at 
Mobile  Point  onl}',  the  enemy  might  take  Da.iphin 
Island,  which  would  afford  him  great  aid  in  attack- 
ing the  point,  and  enable  him,  even  sliould  we 
succeed  in  repelling  the  attack,  to  render  us  great 
mischief  there,  and  throug-hout  the  whole  gulf. 
In  every  view  wliith  can  be  taken  of  the  subject, 
it  appears  indispensable  for  us  to  command  the  en- 
trance into  Mobile  Lay;  and  that  decision  being 
taken,  I  think  the  considerations  which  favor  the 
occupation  of  Dauphin  Island,  i)y  a  strong  work, 
are  conclusive.  It  is  proper  to  observe,  tliat,  after 
the  repulse  before  New  Orleans,  in  the  late  war, 
the  British  forces  took  possession  of  Dauphin  Is- 
land, and  held  it  till  the  peace.  Under  neither  of 
the  reports  of  the  board  of  engineers  and  naval 
commissioners,  could  any  but  sloops  of  war  enter 
the  bay,  or  the  anchorage  between  Dauphin  and 
Pelican  Islands.  Both  reports  give  to  that  anchor- 
age 18  feet  at  low  water,  and  20  J  at  high.  The 
only  ~<lifl'ercnce  between  them  consists  in  this:  that, 
in  tl'.e  first,  a  bar,  leading  to  the  anchorage,  re- 
ducing the  depth  of  water  to  12  feet  at  low  tide, 
was  omitted.  In  neither  case  could  frigates  enter, 
though  sloops  of  war  of  larger  size  might.  The 
whole  scope,  however,  of  this  reasoning,  turns  on 
a  different  principle — on  the  works  necessary  to 
defend  that  bay,  and,  by  means  thereof.  New  Or- 
leans, the  Mississippi,  and  all  the  snrrounding 
country,  against  a  powerful  invasion,  both  by  land 
and  scuj  and  not  on  the  precise  dep'  ■'  o*  water  in , 


any  of  the  approaches  to  the  bay  or  to  the  island. 

Toe  reasoning  wliicii  is  applicable  to  the  works 
near  New  Orleans,  and  at  llic  bay  of  Mobile,  is 
equally  so,  in  certain  respects,  to  those  wiiich  are 
to  be  erected  for  the  defence  of  all  the  bays  and 
and  rivers  along  the  ot.ier  parts  of  tlie  coast.  All 
those  works  are  also  erected  on  a  greater  scale 
than  would  be  necessary  for  tlie  sole  purpose  of 
preventing  the  passage  of  our  inlets  by  large  ships 
of  war.  They  are,  in  most  instances,  formed  tor 
defence  against  a  more  powerful  invasion,  both  by 
land  and  sea.  There  are,  however,  some  diffe- 
rences between  the  works  whicii  are  deemed  ne- 
cessary in  the  gulf,  and  those  in  other  jjartsof  our 
union,  founded  on  the  peculiar  situation  of  that 
part  of  the  coast.  The  vast  extent  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, the  great  outlet  and  channel  of  commerce  for  so 
many  states,  all  of  which  may  be  affected  by  the 
seizure  of  tliatcity,  or  of  any  part  of  the  river,  to  a 
great  extent  above  it,  is  one  of  those  striking  pe- 
culiarities which  require  particular  provision.  The 
thinness  of  the  population  near  the  city,  making  it 
necessary  that  the  force  requisite  for  its  defence 
should  be  called  from  distant  parts  and  states,  is 
another.  The  danger  which  the  army  assemoled 
at  New  Orleans  would  be  exposed  to,  of  being 
cut  off"  in  case  the  enemy  should  throw  a  force  on 
the  river  above  it,  from  the  dilficulty  of  ascending 
the  river  to  attack  it,  and  of  making  a  retreat  in 
any  otJier  direction,  is  a  third.  For  an  attack  on 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  Mobile  Bay,  or  any  part 
of  the  intermediate  coast,  ships  of  war  would  be  ne- 
cessary only  as  a  convoy  to  protect  the  transports 
agaipist  a  naval  force  on  their  passage,  and  on  their 
approach  to  the  shore,  for  the  landing  of  the  men, 
and  on  their  return  home,  in  case  they  should  be 
repulsed. 

On  the  important  subject  of  our  defences  gene- 
rally, 1  think  proper  to  observe,  that  the  system 
was  adopted  immediately  after  the  late  war,  by 
congress,  on  great  consideration  and  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  effects  of  that  war — by  the  enor- 
mous expense  attending  it— by  the  waste  of  life, 
of  property,  and  by  the  general  distress  of  the 
country.  The  amount  of  debt  incurred  in  that  war, 
and  due  at  its  conclusion,  without  taking  into  the 
estimate  other  losses,  having  been  heretofore  com- 
municated, need  not  now  be  repeated.  The  interest 
of  the  debt  thus  incurred,  is  four  times  more  than 
the  sum  necessary,  by  annual  appropriations,  for 
the  completion  of  our  whole  system  of  defence,  land 
and  naval,  to  the  extent  provided  for,  and  within 
the  time  specified.  When  that  system  sliall  be 
completed,  the  expense  of  construction  will  cease, 
and  our  expenditures  be  pro])ortionally  diminish- 
ed. Sliould  another  war  occur,  before  it  is  com- 
pleted, the  experience  of  the  last,  marks  in  charac- 
ters too  strong  to  be  mistaken,  its  inevitable  con- 
sequences; and  sliould  such  war  occur,  and  find  us 
unprepared  for  it,  what  will  be  our  justification, 
to  the  enlightened  body  whom  we  represent,  for 
not  having'  completeil  these  defences.  That  this 
system  should  not  have  been  adopted  before  the 
late  war,  cannot  be  a  cause  of  surprise  to  any  one, 
because  all  might  wisli  to  avoid  every  expense,  the 
necessity  of  which  might  be,  in  any  degree,  doubt- 
ful. But,  the  experience  of  that  war  belbre  us,  it 
is  thought  there  is  no  cause  for  hesitation.  Will 
the  completion  of  these  works,  and  the  augmenta- 
tion of  our  navy,  to  the  point  contemplated  by  law, 
require  the  imposition  of  onerous  burthens  on  our 
fellow  citizens,  such  as  they  cannot  or  will  not 
bear?  Have  such,  or  any  burthens,  been  imposed 
to  advance  the  system  to  its  present  state?     It  is 
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REPORT— That  they  have  received  from  the 
war  department,  a  chart  of  the  entrance  of  Mobile 
Ray,  from  the  committes  of  ways  and  means  a  chart, 
of  the  coast,  incUiding  the  Mississippi  and  the  Hay 
of  Pensacola,  furnished  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  navy  board,  and  a  chart  by  Curtis  Lewis,  of  Ala- 
bama, describing  the  entrance  into  Mobile  I5ay, 
with  directions  for  shipmasters  to  enter  the  bay 
and  p  irsu.'  their  course  to  the  cities  of  Mobile  and 
Ulakely,  taken  in  1820,  apparently  with  great  ac- 
curacy. 

From  these  charts  taken  collectively,  it  appears 
that  there  is  a  sand  bar  at  the  distance  of  aoout 
four  miles  from  Mobile  Point,  on  which  the  deptb 
of  water  is  16  feet:  after  passing'  tlie  bar  the  water 
deepens  to  18,  30  and  42  feet.  After  passin.^  the 
point,  it  shoals  again  to  18  feet,  where  a  ship  that 
can  pass  the  bar  may  lay  in  perfect  safety,  beings 
beyond  gunshot  of  the  fort.  From  thence,  pursu- 
ing the  ship  channel,  the  water  shoals  gradually  t» 
10  feet,  from  thence  to  the  city  of  Mobile,  distant 
tboutsix  miles  in  a  direct  course,  the  water  shoals 
to  seven  feet.  The  ship  channt  I  pursues  a  circuit- 
ous route  to  the  city  in  deep  waiter,  another  cnan- 
this  system  has  be^n  so  far  executeil,  and  may  be  '  nel  equally  deep,  but  more  direct,  leads  to  Blakely. 
completed,  without  any  real  inconvenience  to  the  From  whence  it  follows,  that  no  ship  of  war,  larger 
public.  Were  it,  however,  otherwise,  I  have  full .  ihan  a  sloop,  can  pass  the  bar,  or  approach  the 
confidence  that  any  burthens,  whi;:;h  might  be !  city  of  Mobile  nearer  tlian  2.5  mdes;  ihe  dis  ance 
found  necessary  for  the  completion  ol  this  system,  J  from  Mobile  point  to  the  r.ity,  is  about  o4  miles, 
in  both  its  branches,  within  the  term  contemplated, '  The  distance  from  Mobile  Point  to  Dauphin  Is- 
or  much  sooner,  should  any  emergency  require  it, :  land  is  about  3^  miles.  The  ship  chs.unel  ru  i? 
would  be  called  for,  rather'than  complained  of,  by  j  near  to  Mobde  Point,  within  the  range  of  shot 
our  fellow  citizens  i  from  the  fort  now  building;  tlus  channel  appars 

From  these  views,  applicable  to  the  very  im- ;  to  be  at  least  2!j  miles  distant  from  the  fort  on  :).ta- 
portant  subject  of  our  defanc -s  generally,  as  v/ell  phin  Island,  of  course  beyond  gun-shot  of  that  is- 
asto  the  work  at  D.iuphin  Island,  I  think  it  my  duty    land. 

to  recommend  to  congress  an  appropriation  for]  The  report  of  the  engineers  in  1820,  herewitli 
the  latter.  I  considered  ihe  withholding  it  at  the  ,  .submitted,  .states,  that  a  fort  is  erecting  on  Mobde 
last  session  as  the  expression  only  of  a  doubt,  by  ;  Point,  to  f-ontain  108  guns,  54  of  which  are  intend- 
congress,  of  the  propriety  of  the  position,  and  not  j  ed  to   defend  against  an  attack  by  water,  and  54 


known  that  no  burthens  whatever  have  been  im- 
posed; on  the  coiUrary,  that  all  the  direct  or  inter- 
nal taxes  hava  befen  long  repealed,  and  none  paid 
but  those  which  are  indirect  and  voluntary,  such 
as  are  imposed  on  articles  imponed  from  foreign 
countries,  most  of  which  are  luxuries,  and  on  tlie 
vessels  employed  in  the  transportation;  tax^'S  which 
some  of  our  most  enlightened  ciiizens  think  ought 
to  be  imposed  on  many  of  the  articles,  for  tha  en 
couragement  of  our  manufactures,  even  if  the  re- 
venue derived  from  theiTi  could  be  dispensed  with. 
rt  is  known,  also,  that,  in  all  other  respects,  our 
condition,  as  a  nation,  is,  in  the  highest  degree, 
prosperous  and  flourishing,  nearly  lialf  the  debt 
incurred  in  the  late  war  having  already  been  dis 
charged,  and  considerable  progress  having  also 
been  made  in  the  completion  of  this  system  of  de- 
fence, and  in  the  construction  of  other  works  of 
great  extent  and  utility,  by  the  revenue  derived 
from  these  sources  and  from  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands.  I  may  add,  also,  that  a  very  generous  pro- 
vision has  been  made,  from  the  same  sources,  for 
the  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  our  revolu- 
tionary army.     These  important  facts  show  that 


as  a  definitive  opinion.  Supposing  that  that  ques 
tion  would  be  decided  at  the  present  session,  I 
caused  the  position,  and  such  parts  of  the  coast  as 
are  particularly  connected  with  it,  to  be  reesa- 
mined,  that  all  the  light  on  which  the  decision,  as 
to  the  appropriation,  could  depend,  might  be  fully 
before  yoa. 

In  the  first  survey,  the  report  of  which  was  that 
on  which  the  works,  intended  for  the  defence  of 
New  Orleans,  the  Mississippi,  the  Bay  of  Mobile, 
and  all  the  country  dependant  on  those  waters, 
were  sanctioned  by  the  executive,  the  commis- 
sioners were  industriously  engaged  about  sis 
months.  I  should  have  communicated  that  very 
able  and  interesting  document  then,  but  from  a 
doubt  how  far  the  interest  of  our  country  would 
justify  its  publication,  a  circumstance  which  I  now 
mention,  that  the  attention  of  congress  may  be 
drawn  to  it.  .TAMES  MOxVUOE. 

Washington,  March26, 1822, 

O^j^The  following  is  the  report  of  the  military 
committee  on  which  the  appropriation  for  fortifi- 
cations on  Dauphin  Island  was  suspended,  and  not 
having  before  published  it,  we  insert  it  now,  that 
the  subject  may  be  fully  presented. 

IIT  THE    HOUSE  OF  UEPHESF.NTATIVES,  FEB.  28 

The  committee  on  military  affairs,  to  which  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  memorial  of  the  legisla 
ture  of  the  state  of  Alabama,  and   of  certain 
citizens  thereof,  as  relates  to  fortifications,  have 

■  considered  those  memorials  with  the  attention 
due  to  the  respectable  authority  from  whence 
they  have  proceeded,  and 


against  an  attack  by  land;  that  on  Dauphin  Island 
another  fort  is  intended  to  be  erected,  to  contain 
an  equal  number  of  guns. 

These  forts,  when  completed  and  garrisonedy 
cannot  be  considered,  (as  the  engineer  states), 
a  sufficient  protection  against  an  enemy  entering 
the  bay,  without  the  aid  of  a  floating  force,  in 
which  opinion  your  committee  perfectly  coinciile; 
the  ship  channel  being  one  mile  wide,  the  course 
direct,  and  the  water  deep  after  passing  the  bar, 
so  that  vessels  which  can  pass  the  bar,  micrht  ])asE 
in  the  night  without  fear  of  injury  from  either  fort, 
proceed  on,  and  come  to  anchor  in  18  feet  water, 
out  of  the  reach  of  gun-shot,  and  act  either  against 
Mobile  or  Blakely,  as  might  be  most  convenient  te 
his  force. 

The  committee  feel  no  small  degree  of  diffi- 
dence in  offering  an  opinion  on  a  subject  whicti 
has  been  considered  by  men  of  science  in  their 
professional  character;  at  the  same  time  a  sense  of 
duty  compels  them  to  their  ideas  on  this  subject, 
as  it  is  considered  important  by  a  respectable  statCt. 
and  involves  the  nation  in  a  heavy  expense. 

The  committee  are  agreed  that  a  strong  fort  on 
Mobile  Point  is  necessary.  An  attack  by  ships  of 
war  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, rfto 
be  apprehended,  for,  as  they  have  already  stated^ 
no  vessel  of  war  larger  than  a  sloop  can  pass  the 
bar,  and  sloops  of  war  are  not  considered  compe- 
tent to  lay  before  a  fort.  A  battery,  containing  a 
small  number  of  guns  would  be  a  sufficient  force 
against  any  number  of  vessels  of  that  description. 
It  is  true  a  sloop  of  war  did  imprudently  fire  on 
,  the  small  fort  «n  the-poiot  in  the  fast  war,  and  it  i» 
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as  true  she  was  silenceil  and  taken.     The  fort  | 
may  be  taken  by  land,  and  may  be  incommoded 
by  gun  brig's,  brought  within  the  bar,  and  out  of 
gun-siiot  of  the  fort,  and  throv/  shells  into  it,  while 
an  army  is  making'  its  regular  approaches. 

The  fort  on  Mobile  Point  is  placed  at  the  extre- 
mity of  a  narrow  strip  of  land,  three  or  four  miles 
long,  and  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  wide.  The 
sea  near  it  is  suiiicientiy  deep  jfor  the  largest 
vessels.  The  enemy  lauded  therefrom  the  ships, 
and  look  the  small  fort  on  the  point.  Instead  of 
the  largL'  work  whidi  has  been  projected,  to  con- 
tain  108  guns,  the  committee  conceive  that  a  small- 
er work,  with  a  steam  frigate  and  gun  boats,  wo'ald 
constitute  a  better  defence.  A  floating  force 
would  be  peculiarly  usetii!  against  an  attack  by 
land,  as  tlieir  guns  would  sweep  the  peninsula, 
and  prevent  bomb  vessels  from  annoying  the  foit 
while  engaged  w  1th  an  attacking  army,  (he  guns 
for  such  a  steam  frigate,  and  the  j^un  boats,  with 
the  steam  appani'^is,  night  be  de;josit'*d  at  the  city 
of  Mobile,  or  in  the  fort  at  the  point,  ready  to  be 
mounteil,  and  the  frigate  and  bor.ls  constructed 
when  occasion  should  require  it.  In  the  event  of 
the  fort  being  taken,  the  floating  force  would  re- 
treat into  slir);il  water,  and  prevent  an  attack  on 
Mobile  or  Blakely,  as  the  attack  must  be  made  by 
barges,  no  vessel  drawing  more  than  seven  feet 
Water  being  abiP  to  go  in  a  direct  coiirse  to  the 
city,  and  in  the  circuitous  route  none  drawing 
more  than  ten  feet  watei'. 

-  -7  he  rcp'Tt  of  the  engineers  states  that  the  ob- 
ject of  forts  on  Mobile  Point,  and  on  the  eastern 
poM.t  of  D  tuphin  Island,  are,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  occupying  them  as  places  of  refuge;  to  pre 
vVnttiie  mouths  of  the  river  from  being  blockaded; 
to  secure  the  communication  between  New-Orleans 
ui:d  i^Iobile  Bay. 

'.  he  fort  on  Dauphin  Island  is  intended  to  defend 
the  western  channel,  wliich  they  state  to  be  one 
mile  di.stant,  and  having  a  depth  of  water  of  ten  feet, 
according  to  their  chart,  and  seven  feet  according 
to  Lewis,  through  which  vessels  constructed  for  the 
purpose,  and  draw  from  eight  to  nine  feet  water, 
f  nd  mounting  twelve  or  fiiteen  guns,  might  enter 
the  bay.  It  will,  also,  they  add,  deprive  the  ene- 
my's vesels  of  the  anchorage  under  PeUcan  Island, 
wtiich  anchorage  they  state  to  be  fit  for  vessels 
drawing  seventeen  or  eighteen  feet  v/ater;  that  is 
to  say,  sloops  of  war.  It  will,  also,  as  they  say,  pre- 
vent an  onf^my  from  establishing  themselves  on 
Dauphin  Island,  by  cutting  a  communication  be- 
tween lake  Ponchartrain  and  Mobile  Bay,  while  the 
fort  will  serve  as  a  depot  for  naval  stores,  and  for 
the  stores  and  armancnt  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  coa.stiiig  trade. 

The  committee  have  given  these  subjects  due 
consideration,  and  have  also  considered  Dauphin 
Island  in  all  its  bearings  and  relations;  and  cannot 
believe  them  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  an 
expenditure  of  a  million  of  dollars,  which  the  work 
on  Dauphin  Island,  with  its  ordnance  and  necessary 
fixtures,  will  probably  require,  without  taking  into 
view  the  subsequent  expenses  incident  thereto. 

Would  a  fort  on  Dauphin  Island  effect  the  objects 
contemplated  by  the  engineers?  The  committee 
conceive  that  it  could  not.  It  is  too  far  distant 
from  the  ship  channel  to  aid  in  preventing  a  bloc- 
kade; nor  can  the  fort  on  Mobile  Point,  although 
near  to  the  channel,  entirely  effect  it.  A  single 
.sloop  of  war,  lying  at  anchor  within  the  bar,  three 
miles  distant  from  the  fort  or  in  the  bay,  out  of  gun- 
shot of  the  fort,  would  effectually  blockade  the  bay 
^'ithout  being  exposed  to  danger  from  either  fort. 


Will  a  fort  on  Dauphin  Island  protect  the  coast- 
ing trade  from  New  Orleans?  Certainly  it  ca'nnot. 
The  channel  for  coasting  vessels  has  from  four  to 
five  feet  water,  and  is,  at  least,  four  miles  distant 
from  the  site  of  the  Ibrt  on  Dauphin  Island.  The 
coasting  trade  cannot,  of  course,  receive  ]n'otec- 
tion  from  any  force  placed  tiiere.  Would  a  fort  om 
Dauphin  Island  be  able  to  deprive  an  enemy  of  an- 
chorage under  Pelican  Island?  A  sloop  of  war 
might  anchor  under  that  island,  if  the  engineers' 
chart  be  correct,  and  might  remain  there.  She 
would  then  be  55  miles  distant  from  Mobile,  and 
could  approach  no  nearer,  for  the  western  cliaiujel 
has  nn\y  10  feet  water,  according  to  the  engineers' 
chart,  and  but  7  according  to  Lewis.  The  chart 
last  mentioned,  and  that  from  the  navy  office,  give 
only  11  and  12  feet  water  to  the  entrance;  to  the 
anchorage  under  Pelican  Island,  of  course,  not 
even  a  sloop  of  war  can  enter,  if  these  charts  be 
correct.  It  is  alleged,  that  vessels,  drawing  eight 
or  nine  feet  water,  and  mounting  ten  or  twelve 
guns,  may  pass  through  the  western  channel.  If 
Lewis's  chart  be  correct,  they  cannot;  if  that  of  the 
engineers  be  correct,  they  may.  Such  vessels  may, 
liowever,  pass  more  conveniently  in  the  night,  in 
the  ship  channel,  in  deep  water,  and  make  tlieir 
arrangements  at  their  leisure,  for  an  attack  on  the 
city  of  Mobile  or  Blakely,  in  the  buy,  and  out  of 
gunshot  of  the  fort. 

The  engineers  say,  "that  the  western  channel 
being  one  miie  from  the  site  of  lh<  fort  on  Diupliiii 
Island,  such  vessels  would  pass  with  very  httle  an- 
noyance from  the  shot  of  tlie  fort,  and  that  they 
can  be  prevented  in  no  way  but  by  a  floating  force;" 
from  whence  it  follows  that  the  immense  fortifica- 
tion contemplated  on  this  island  could  not  have 
the  efl'ect  of  preventing  such  vessels  from  entering 
the  bay.  The  anchorage  under  Pelican  Island  may 
be  entered,  agreeably  to  the  engineers'  chart,  by 
vessels  drawing  17  or  18  feet  water — but  accord- 
ing to  the  chart  of  the  navy  commissioners,  and 
that  of  Lewis,  taken  in  1820,  there  are  only  11  or 
12  feet  of  water,  and,  if  these  be  correct,  even 
sloops  of  war  cannot  enter.  Vessels  drawing  only 
eight  or  nine  feet  water,  and  mounting  12  or  15 
guns,  must,  as  your  committee  apprehend,  be  built 
for  the  occasion.  The  steam  frigate  and  gun  boats 
herein  recommended,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  prove  a  more  efl'ectual  security  against 
an  enemy  entering  the  bay,  than  the  108  guns  pro- 
posed to  be  mounted  on  the  land. 

The  objection  to  the  occupation  of  Dauphin  Is- 
land by  an  enemy,  and  to  his  making  an  establish- 
me;!t  there,  from  whence  to  cut  off  the  coasting 
trade  between  New-Orleans  and  Mobile,  consists 
in  this:  the  water  is  not  sufficiently  deep  for  hira 
to  be  protected  by  his  fleet,  while  his  object  may 
be  much  better  accomplised  by  taking  possession 
of  Cat  Island,  30  miles  distant  from  lake  Ponchar- 
train, and  about  50  miles  from  the  East  end  of  Dau- 
phin Island,  where  large  ships  of  war  may  lay  in 
safety,  and  from  whence  he  may  completely  inter, 
cept  their  trade.  \  single  sloop  of  war,  stationed 
at  Cat  or  Ship  island,  would  destroy  their  trade 
without  risque,  unless  prevented  by  a  superior 
naval  force. 

The  fort  on  Dauphin  island  cannot  be  made  use 
of  as  a  depot  of  naval  stores,  or  armament  for  de- 
fence of  the  coasting  trade,  because  the  depth  of 
water,  for  nearly  a  mile  distant  from  the  shore,  will 
not  admit  our  smallest  vessels.  Should  such  a  place 
of  deposite  be  deemed  necessar}-,  Mobile  Point  is, 
in  every  respect,  preferable.  The  harbor  near  the 
point  is  good,  and  the  water  sufficiently  deep  fov 
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vessels  to  anchor  near  it  and  lo  dischag-e  their  car- 
goes with  facility. 

From  the  best  view  which  the  committee  have 
been  able  to  take  of  the  subjcc,  it  appears  to  them 
that  the  fortihcation  on  Uauphin  Island,  calculaied 
to  contain  108  guns,  oui^ht  to  be  discontinued— 
that  an  enclosed  work  on  Mobile  Point,  calculated 
to  mount  50  or  60  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  with 
an  adefjUiite  Hoating(b!'ce,and  20  or  30  pieces,  (say 
12, 18  and  24  pounders)  mounted  ana  deposited  in 
an  ar?e;)a!,  to  be  erected  lor  that  purpose  at  Mobile 
or  Klakely,  from  whence  they  may  be  detached  as 
occasion  r.iig-lu  require,  to  the  points  of  land  by 
which  the  boats  or  barsjes  of  an  enemy  must  ne- 
cessarily pass,  in  his  approach  to  either  of  those 
places,  and  to  cover  the  floating'  force  m  case  of 
retreat,  would  constit\ite  a  suitable  defence  for  the 
bay  of  Mobile. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


The  engrossed  bill  relative  to  the  claina 


Seventeenth  Congress — first  session. 

IN  THE  SENATE. 

March  29.  The  following  letter  was  laid  before 
tlie  senate  by  the  president. 

Office  of  Indian  tkade, 

Georgetoivn,  March  28,  1822. 
"To   the  honorable  the  president  .of  the  senate  oj  the 
United  States: 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  represent 
that  insiruations  having  been  made  in  the  course 
of  debate  on  the  bill  now  before  the  senate,  on 
Indian  affairs,  implicating  the  integrity  with  which 
I  have  fulfilled  the  duties  of  superintedant  of  I'.i- 
dian  trade;  and  feeling  the  vahie  of  my  reputation 
to  be  enhanced  by  the  circumstance  of  its  consti- 
tuting my  only  inheritance;  and  conscious  of  hav- 
ing executed  the  duties  of  my  office  w  ith  the  utmost 
zeal  and  fidelity,  and  claiming  the  right  of  an  Ame- 
rican citizen— I  do  therefore  respectfully  solicit 
that  a  committee  be  appointed,  with  instructions 
to  make  such  examinations  into  the  manner  in 
which  I  have  discharged  the  duties  of  the  trust 
with  which  I  have  been  honored,  as  it  may  be  con- 
sidered proper  to  order. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  I>.  M'KENNEY, 
Sttperintenduiii  of  Indian  trade. 

The  letter  was  read. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  discontinue  the  Indian  trade  system — and,  as 
amended,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  bill  about  the  claim  of  the  marquis  de  Mai- 
son  Kouge  was  then  taken  up— it  authorizes  the 
claimants  to  try  the  validity  of  their  title  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved,  in  pursuance  of  directions 
from  the  committee  of  public  lands,  to  add  a  sec- 
tion extending  the  like  privilege  of  a  judicial  hear 
ing  of  their  case,  to  the  claim  of  Gabriel  and  Wil- 
liam Winter,  heretofore  often  before  congress, 
(who  claim,  under  a  Spanish  grant,  a  tract  ef  land 
of  1000  acres  square  in  Arkansas — the  point  in  dis- 
pute 'being  whether  the  said  grant  conveyed  IQOO 
acres  square,  or  1000  square  acres.) 

But  this  proposition  was  rejected — for  it  13, 
against  it  26;  and  the  bill,  as  above  stated,  was 
agreed  to  in  the  committee  of  the  whole  r,s  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Lou.  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Holmes. of  Miss.  Julinson,  of  Ken.  Johnson,  of  Loii.  King, 
of  Alab.  King  of  N.  Y.  Knight,  Lowrie,  .Mills,  Noble,  Otis.  Palmer, 
Panott  Plea^cnts,  Seymour,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke, 
XViliiamj,  of  Jliss.— 3S. 


NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Boardman,  Brown,  of  Ohio,  Chandler 
D'Wuit.  Uickcrsoii,  Holmes,  ol  Maiiie,  Laninaii,  .Macon,  Morril, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  Van  Bureit,  Walker,— 14. 

l  lie  a.i-en.jaitiU  vvastui-n  it-ported  to  die  senate, 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fo.t 
a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  col'ection 
of  the  dutifs  on  imports  and  tonnage  in  Florida, 
was  read  the  third  tim.,  p.^ssed,  and  sent  to  the 
house  of  represeniativfS  for  concurrei.ee. 

J  he  ehate  spent  a  short  time  on  executive  bu. 
siness;  and  then  adjourned. 

.April  \. 
of  the  marquis  de  Maisoii  l^.ouge  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  recommitted  for  the  purpose  of  introduc- 
ing an  amendment.  [The  amount  of  this  claim  has 
been  much  over-rated — it  embraces  only  about 
180  000  acres.] 

The  engrossed  bill  to  abolish  the  United  Slates' 
trading  esUiblishmeiits  with  the  Indian  tribes  was 
read  tue  tl'iird  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  house 
of  representatives  for  concurrence. 

'he  ren  amder  of  the  day  w  js  spent  in  consider- 
ing the  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  incomplete  French 
and  Spanish  land  titles  in  Missouri. 

.4p'il2.  Some  documents  were  received,  in  a 
message  from  the  president,  relative  to  lieaUTi-ur- 
chais'  claim. 

.Mr  Beiiton  laid  on  the  table  the  following  res®, 
lutions: 

/ie.nlvfiJ,  That  the  pi'esidentof  the  United  States  be  requPifed 
to  communicate  to  ihe  senate,  at  their  next  st.i.sii)ii,  sudi  -   forma- 
tion as  may  in  the  meantime  he  olitained,  nhewiiig  the  (iiiuih.  r  of 
perinnsot  wh.nf  or  part  Indian  blood,  deta'ilied  t'ttun  th.jir  irihes 
'  and  livinganio'js;  the  white  people  in  each  ef  the  stai.  <  of  Mis- 
j  souri,  Illinois,  aiid  Indiana,  and  the  temiories  of  Ai'lia.)S.-)s  Mud 
I  Michigan— the  names  of  the  heads  of  each  tamilj,  and  the  number 
'  of  their  childr  ii,  and  whether  the  father  or  iii.  thcr,  and  wliicli  is 
of  whole  or  (.art  Indian  blood— the  names  oi  each  \h<g).-  person 
of  the  same  description  a!>uvt  the  age  of  Hvc-ity  one  years— the 
siatt-  of  eilMcation  among  tlie;n,  the  rihgion  which  tiny  profess, 
and  the  places  of  their  r'-.il^nce— the  caus  s  which  have  inducetl 
them  to  quit  their  trihes  and  settle  among  the  white  peopl'-;  and 
whether  they  have  received  donations  in  laud  from  the  French, 
and  Spanish,  or  Am-ricin  governments,  and  if  any,  how  much; 
from  uliaig'-vernment  received,  where  situated,  and  whether  this 
donee  now  p<issesses  it. 

Kenolveil,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  cause  the  said  in- 
foiniatiuM  to  be  collected  from  the  U.ittd  States'  Indian  agents^ 
and  such  others  as  he  shall  think  proper,  by  causing  tlie  alSprojiri. 
ate  inquiries  to  be  addressed  to  tliem,  and  the  substance  of  ihi-ir 
information  to  be  digested  into  a  report  and  communicated  to  the 
senate. 

In  introducing  the  above  resolutions,  the  mover, 
Mr.  Benton,  stated  his  object  lo  bt  to  obtain  correct 
information  with  respect  to  the  descriptions  of  per- 
sons therein  mentioned,  with  a  view  of  making 
some  provision  to  better  their  condition.  He  knew 
of  many  persons  in  the  sfjtes  and  territories  of  the 
description  mentioned,  some  of  whom  had  apphid 
to  liim  to  propose  a  law  to  give  them  lands,  as  liud 
been  given  to  the  early  white  settlers  in  the  same 
countries.  He  had  delayed  acting  on  their  request 
in  order  to  obtain  full  and  correct  information,  to 
make  it  the  basis  of  a  law  that  would  operate  ge- 
nerally in  behalf  of  all  sucji  persons  now  residing 
in  the  white  settlements,  and  others  who  may 
chuse  to  do  the  like:  conformably  to  the  idea  con- 
tained in  the  president's  inaugural  address  of  the 
4ih  of  March  last. 

The  senate  made  progress  in  the  consideration 
of  several  bills. 

Jlpril  3.  The  senate  took  up  the  resolutions  sub- 
mitted yesterday  by  Mr.  Benton,-  and,  after  some 
objections  on  llie  improbability  that  congress  could 
effect  t!ie  object  avowed  by  the  mover,  &c.  they 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  perfect  certain  locations  and  sales  of 
piibhc  land  in  .Missouri,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading;  and  that  respecting  the  title  of 
the  marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  was  pasjed,  27  to  14,  ^ 
and  sent  to  the  other  house. 
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Tlie  senate,  Kt'terdebate,  di8a,q:reed  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  other  house  to  the  bill  providhi;j  tor 
paying  to  the  states  ot  Missouri,  Mississippi,  and 
Alabama,  three  per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  ot 
the  sales  of  public  lands  within  the  same. 

The  vote  stood  16  to  16,  and  was  decided  by  the 
casting  vote  of  the  president. 

Several  bills  were  partially  considered. 

The  following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  yesterday,  were  taken  up,  viz. 

Resolved.  That  the  {irKsident  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  t'urnisli  the  residue  ot  the  information  required  by  the  vtsulu- 
tioii  of  the  llth  of  March,  l822,  as  soon  as  couveisieut. 

Hcsolvcd,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  conjuiuiueate  to  the 
senate  the  number  of  the  officers  and  men  b-'longiiig-  to  tlie  na*y, 
attached  to  each  naval  station  in  tlie  United  States,  with  the  du- 
ties they  respective!)  perioral,  and  the  compensation  e.ich  has 
received  iit  pay  and  rations,  and  other  ernuluments,  ioi'  two  years, 
ending  on  the  brstday  of  January  last. 

Atierai  explanation  from  Mr  Holmes,  and  some 
discussion  on  them,  they  were  laid  on  the  laole. 

HOUSK  OF   RF.PnESENTATlTKS. 

Friday,  March  29.  Several  members  who  were 
necessdrdy  absent  yesterday,  asked  leave  to  record 
their  nami-  in  the  athrmative,  on  the  vote  taken 
about  tlie  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the 
!ate  provinces  of  Spain,  in  South  America.  After 
considerable  discussion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
proceeding,  liberty  was  given — and  tli-  whole  vote 
stands  on  tiie  journals  167  yeas,  1  liay.  It  is  useless 
to  give  the  naiiies  of  those  in  the  affirmative.  [One 
member  who  was  absent  by  indisposition  yesterday, 
as  well  as  to  day,  requested  It-ave,  by  letter,  to  i-e- 
cord  his  name  in  the  affirmative;  but  this  was  re- 
I  fused] 

Mr.-'ilcLave,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  on  naval  affairs,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  4th  instant,  instructing  them  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,"  so  as  to  require  a  part  of  the  annual 
appropriation  to  be  expended  in  the  construction 
of  vessels  of  an  inferior  force  to  those  now  autho- 
rized by  said  law  to  be  built,"  make  the  following 
rep(;rt: 

That,  by  the  act  above  referred  to,  passed  the 
29th  April,  1816,  the  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars 
per  annum  was  appropriated  for  the  gradual  in- 
orcase  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
president  of  the  United  States  was  authorized  to 
1  cause  to  be  built  nine  ships,  to  rate  not  less  than  74 
\  guns  each;  and  twelve  ships,  to  rate  not  less  than 
44  guns  each,  including  one  74  and  three  44  gun 
ships,  authorized  by  a  previous  law.  The  presiflent 
I  was  also  authorized  to  procure  steam  engines,  and 
all  the  imper.siiable  materials  necessary  for  build- 
ing and  equipping  three  steam  batteries;  and,  by 
the  4lh  section  of  the  act,  it  was  provided  that  "the 
I  moneys  appropriated  by  this  act  shall  not  be  trans- 
it ferrtii  to  any  other  objt^ct  of  expenditure."     By 
the  act  of  3d   March,   1821,  instead  of  the  ajjpro- 
jriaiion  contained  in  the  original  act,  the  sum  of 
55300,000  per  annum,  for  six  years,  was  appropriat- 
ed to  carry   into   efl'ect  tlie    purposes  of  the  said 
act;  and  tti;;t  the  whole  oi  thissnni  will  be  required 
to  complete   the   objects  ccntempluted   by   these 
acts.  Tlia*,  pursuant  totlie  instructions  and  objects 
•f  these  laws,  there  has  been  built  and  equipped 
•ne  ship  of  the  line,  viz.  the  Columbus;  and  that 
there  has  been  built  and  launched  three  shifis  of 
the  line,  viz    the  Ohio,  the  North  Carolina,  and  the 
Delaware,    and  one   frigate   at   Wiish'ington,    the 
Potomac;  that  there  is  now  on  the  stocks,  built 
and  ready  toluunch,  one  sh'^  of  the  lireut  Kostori; 


that  there  are  now  on  the  stocks,  nearly  finished,, 
one  ship  of  the  line  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  one  fri- 
gate at  Pliiiadelphia,  and  one  frigate  at  New- York; 
thattliere  is  on  the  stocks,  about  half  finished,  one 
ship  of  the  line  at  (iosnort,  Virginia;  that  prepara- 
tions have,  for  some  lime  past,  been  making,  foi^ 
putting  on  the  stocks  one  s'nip  of  the  line  at  B  islon, 
one  frigate  at  New- York,  one  frigate  at  I'ortsmouth, 
N.  H.  and  one  frigate  at  Washington;  and  th;»t  the 
frames,  and  nearly  ail  the  timber  and  other  mate- 
rials htve  been  provided  for  building  one  slap  of 
the  line  at  Philadelphia,  one  frigate  at  Washington, 
one  frigate  at  Boston,  and  one  frigate  at  Norfolk; 
that  the  live  oak  frames,  and  nearly  all  the  other 
timber,  and  two  steam  engines,  have  been  provided 
for  two  steam  batteries  at  New  York,  and  one  steam 
battery  at  VVasiiin^'ton.  The  committee  further 
report,  that  t!.e  articles  on  hand,  and  those  con- 
tracted i'hr,  could  not  be  advantageously  applied  to 
the  building  ot  vessels  of  a  smaller  class  than  those 
for  which  they  were  provided  and  designed. 
"  The  frames  of  our  siii;)s  of  tlie  line  are  all  got  to 
moulds,  eacls  particidar  piece  has  its  appropriate 
place  in  the  frame,"  and  the  labor  of  reducing 
them  to  a  size  suitable  to  smaller  vessels,  would  be 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal  to  the  expense  of  a  new 
frame.  The  copper  provided,  too,  is  generally 
heavier  than  is  used  for  sloops  of  war. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  frames  be- 
ing cut  to  mouUis,  which,  being  the  cheaper  and 
better  plan,  the  commissioners  of  the  navy,  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  before  recited  acts,  were  autho- 
rized to  direct,  there  would  be  gre:U  risk  of  losing 
them  entirely,  by  their  warping  out  of  place,  if  they 
are  not  put  together. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  also,  that  the  funds 
appropriated  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy, 
cannot  be  diverted  to  any  other  objects,  consis- 
tently with  good  faith,  or  the  real  interests  of  the 
aation. 

The  policy  was  adopted  upon  great  consiclera' 
tion,  and  with  a  view  to  the  defence  of  our  sea 
coast,  and  in  a  well  founded  conviction,  thatit  was 
wise  and  prudent  gradually  to  increase  our  naval 
force  in  time  of  peace,  and  to  render  it  efficient 
in  the  exigencies  to  which  the  country  must  be 
always  more  or  less  exposed.  It  is  believed  that 
the  best  defence  for  this  country,  and  that  on 
which  it  must  principally  rely,  not  only  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  commerce,  but  to  prevent  the  actual 
invasion  of  the  soil,  is  the  naval  force.  The  act 
for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy  was  founded 
on  this  presumption,  and  designed  by  gradual 
means,  in  a  manner  least  oppressive  to  the  country, 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  an  efficient  naval  power, 
and  to  prepare,  in  time  of  peace,  that  description 
of  force,  which  could  not  be  easily  raised  up  in 
time  of  war,  but  which  \VouId  be  indespensable  in 
such  a  crisis.  It  requires  much  time  and  great  care 
to  prepare  the  materials,  and  construct  the  vessels 
of  the  class  provided  for  in  the  acts,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  the  late  war  had  fully  demonstrated  the 
necessity  of  such  a  iorce,  by  teaching  us  the  facility 
with  which  the  enemy  could  blockade  a  large  por- 
tion of  our  co:ist,  with  a  single  ship  of  the  line. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  tliat  it  would  be 
unwise  to  change  this  system,  founded  upon  so 
many  important  considerations,  without  some  ur- 
gent necessity,  and  in  their  opinion  none  such  ex* 
ists;  on  the  contrary,  there  seems  to  be  even  strong- 
er reasons  for  adhering  to  tlie  policy,  and  cLierish- 
ing  the  growth  of  our  naval  power,  now  thatforeign 
naiioiis  are  modeling  their  naval  architecture  after 
our  iinprovcm-mts,  and  at  a  mcnnent  when  our  i\>- 
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iseign  relations  are  about  to  be  extended,  upon  a 
scale  which  sliould  at  least  adir.onisli  usa.^aiiist  any 
dimlninytion'of,  or  an  indiiierence  to,  ibe  nieaas 
of  national  detence. 

The  committee  are  aware  of  the  importance  of 
sloops  of  war,  as  a  class  of  naval  force  indispensa- 
ble both  in  time  of  peace  and  war;  but  they  are  a 
class  which  may  be  provided  in  a  shorter  time,  and 
with  considerable  advantage,  even  after  the  exi- 
gency has  arisen;  and,  thou.g'h  they  would  be  use- 
ful in  time  of  peace  for  many  services,  and  espe- 
cially lor  the  discipline  of  our  officers  and  the 
more  effectual  suppression  of  the  piratical  marau- 
ders upon  our  commerce,  the  committee  believe  it 
would  be  unwise  to  break  in  upon  the  fund  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  even  for  such  objects, 
and  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing' resohition: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  modify  the  act,  entitled  "Atj 
act  for  the  ijradual  incrtaje  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Stat<;s,"  so 
as  to  require  a  part  of  the  annual  appropriation  to  be  expi-nded 
in  the  construction  of  vessels  of  an  inferior  force  to  those  now  au- 
thorized by  the  said  law  to  be  built. 

The  repoi  I  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  "to  fix  and  render  permanent  the  naval  peace 
establishment  of  the  United  States;"  whicn  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  tlie  select  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  sundry  communications  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  in  relation  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  western  land  offices,  &.c  made  a  report 
thereon,  entirely  exculpating  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  or  other  persons,  from  censure  on  the> 
ground  which  was  the  subject  of  this  inquiry,  and 
concluding  with  a  resolution  «'that  the  committee 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject." 

Mr.  Cook  stated,  that  it  was  due  to  himself  and 
to  the  committee  to  say,  that  the  committee  were 
not  unanimous  in  agreeing  to  the  report,  and  to 
express  the  views  wliich  he  personally  had  of  this 
subject,  which  he  considered,  in  some  points  of 
view,  as  of  great  importance,  he  oifered  a  counter 
resolution,  which  he  requested  might  accompany 
the  report,  and  belaid  on  the  table  with  it. 

This  proposition  occasioned  some  remark.  Mr. 
JMcLane  thought  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  had 
deviated  from  the  usual  practice  in  making  reports 

each  member  of  a  committee  might  do  the  same; 

and  he  intimated  that  Mr,  Cook  stood  alone  in  the 
committee,  in  opposition  to  the  report.  The  speak- 
er interfered  to  prevent  a  waste  of  time  by  debates 
on  incidental  questions — he  thought  that  nothing 
but  the  report  of  the  committee  was  under  consi- 
deration; in  the  case  of  the  Seminole  war  a  coun- 
ter report  had  been  presented  and  received,  but 
he  thought  it  an  erroneous  proceeding  and  not  to 
be  drawn  into  precedent.  Mr.  Coo^^  defended  the 
course  he  had  adopted,  and  quoted  the  example  in 
the  case  of  the  i-eport  at  the  last  session  on  the 
admission  of  Missouri,  Sec.     After  which — 

The  question  was  taken  on  laying  the  report  on 
the  table,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Cook,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Cook  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 


Mr.  Cook  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
taken  upon  tbe  disposal  of  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  committee;  on  the  ground  that  his  object 
Was  10  olFer  a  resolution  as  an  amendment  or  rather- 
as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
committee. 

Hrire  a  question  of  order  ai'ose,  which  caused 
much  speaking;  it  ended  in  deciding  that  Mr. 
Cook's  resolution  should  be  laid  on  the  table  ia 
the  same  manner  as  tha  report  had  been. 

A  message  wjs  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  transinitting  information,  called  for 
by  the  house,  relative  to  any  private  claim  which 
has  been  set  up  to  the  island  in  the  Delaware  river, 
called  the  Pea  Paicii;  which  was  referi'ed  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  communication  from 
the  treasury  department,  transmitting  information 
relative  to  the  balances  of  a;)piopriations  unexpend- 
ed at  the  end  of  each  year  fiom  the  commencement 
of  the  government  to  the  the  31sl  of  Dec.  last;  mo- 
ney received  by  collectors  and  receivers  and  not 
paid. ov^r,  5ic.  &c.  which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  liouse  then  took  into  consideration  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  ex- 
change certain  stocks  bearing  an  interest  of  six  and 
seven  per  cent,  for  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
per  cent. 

Mr:  Smith's  amendments  were  considered — 

Mr.  Coldcn  was  opposed  to  the  amendments,  be- 
cause he  wished  to  strike  out  the  words  twelve  mil- 
lions, and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof7?zte  millions,  so 
as  to  reduce  the  amount  of  stocks  to  be  exchanged} . 
and  also,  to  sell  the  70,000  shares  of  stock  in  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  which  are  owned  by  the 
government.  The  amount  of  dividends  which  had 
been  received  upon  tlie  bank  stocks  belonging  to 
the  United  States  during  four  and  a  half  years,  had 
been  13  per  cent  for  the  whole  period,  amounting 
in  the  aggregate  to  ^^910,000,  wlidst  the  interest  on 
the  seven  millions  which  was  borrowed  to  pay  for 
that  stock,  had  amounted,  during  that  period  to  the 
sum  of  g  1,575,000,  making  a  loss  to  the  United 
States  of  665,000  dollars.  But  Mr.  C.  stated  th.at, 
from  the  present  price  of  tliat  stock  in  the  market, 
§980,000  would  be  gained  to  the  United  States 
Irom  the  surplus  price  of  the  shares  above  par;  so 
that  the  operation  of  the  amendents  he  proposed 
would  be,  as  he  contended,  to  save  to  the  United 
States  g  196,000  per  annum,  and  to  put  more  thaa 
half  a  million  of  dollars  into  the  public  treasury.— 
Mr.  C.  entered  into  a  variety  of  considerations  to 
evince  the  propriety  of  the  project  he  had  submit- 
ted, and  concluded  by  observing  that  heshould  vote 
against  the  bill,  yet,  if  it  should  be  adopted,  he 
thought  the  plan  which  he  had  suggested  was  alto- 
gether the  most  expedient  course  that  could  be 
pursued. 

Mr.  Smitu,  of  Md.  remarked,  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Golden,)  had  admitted  that 
980,000  dollars  were  obtainable  from  the  present 
value  of  the  stock  above  par.  Nor  was  tliat  all} 
for  the  bank  of  the  United  States  hud  performed 
the  duties  of  the  loan  offices,  which  had  saved  the 
United  States  glOO.OOO  annual  expense.     Mr.  S. 


Resolved,  That  the  employment  of  members  of  congress  by  the  proceeded  a  considerable  length  in  explaining  and 
lecutive,  or  any  ..■xecmive  oflicer  of  the  United  btatts,  in  the  p„fi>rcinp-  the  exnedienr  v  and'  iiecessitv  of  the  mea- 
■iforniaiic;  of  any  public  service, during  the  continuance  of  their  i  eniorcing  iiif.  expeaicncy  aiui  necessity  oi  ui.-  luca 


pel. ,  .  .  „ 

membership,  for  which  they  receive  compensation  out  ot  t'le  iiub- 
lie  treasury,  is  inconsistent  with  ilie  independence  of  c^.iijrpss, 
and  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and,  if  it  he  not 
already,  ought  to  be  prohibited. 

Mr.  Caniiun  required  the  question  of  considera- 
tion oithe  resolution;  and  tliat  question  being' taken, 
(he  house  agreed  to  consider  the  ^am§- 


sures  X\iAt  iiad  i)een  resorted  to,  in  relation  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  he  contended  that 
the  stock  of  that  bank  had  already  fallen,  by  the 
refusal  of  one  branch  of  th^i  legislature  at  this  ses- 
sion to  aid  it;  and  if  the  70,000  shares  belongingte 
the  United  States  shpuld  be  thrown  at  once  into 
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the  market,  he  beheved  the  stock  would  fall  down.  Johnson,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,   Long,  McNeill,  Mattocks, 


to  90,  and  perhaps  to  Hi),  so  that  the  United  States 
■vvould  utterly  fail  of  obtaining  the  expected  pre- 
Hiium.  It  would  evince  such  an  hostility  on  the 
part  of  the  government  to  thai  institution,  as  would 
destroy  all  confidence  in  tlie  value  of  the  stock. 

At  length  the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and 
tbe  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
-•«yes  79. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
•f  tlie  whole  (Mr.  Ma II ary  in  the  cfjair,)  on  the 
Ikiii  to  provide  for  delivering  up  persons  held  to 
febor  or  service  in  any  of  the  states,  or  territories, 
vrho  shall  escape  into  any  other  state  or  territory. 
After  some  time  spent  therein  the  committee 
£09e,  the  house  refused  leave  to  sit  again,  and  the 
till  was  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  other  business  transacted  will  appear  in  its 
cjourse. 

Saturday  .March  30.  Mr.  Garnett,  after  stating 
<hat  it  has  been  his  misfortune  not  only  todiifer  with 
all  his  colleagues  but  with  the  whole  house,  about 
^e  recognition  of  the  late  South  American  pro 
vinces,  asked  leave  to  insert  on  the  journals  a  writ- 
ten declaration  of  the  reasons  for  his  vote.  This 
was  refused— [however,  he  has  accomplished  his 
jurpose,  by  reading  it,  and  it  is  published  in  the 
■ewspapers  among  the  proceedings.  We  may  take 
an  opportunity  to  present  it  to  our  readers  and  pre- 
serve  it.  Mr.  Garnett  expresses  great  satisfaction 
at  the  independence  of  the  provinces,  but  doubts 
the  policy  of  a  present  acknowledgment  of  it  by 
the  United  States.] 

Some  proceedings  were  had  rejative  to  the  adop- 
tion of  Imlay's  invention  for  the  security  of  the  mail. 
Sec.  and  some  private  bills  were  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  to  authorize  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  exchange  certain  stocks,  bearing  an 
interest  of  live  per  cent,  for  certain  stocks  bearing 
an  interest  of  six  and  seven  per  cent,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

A  long  debate  followed,  in  which  the  chief  spea- 
kers were  Messrs.  F.  Jo/mson,  Buchanan,  Fuller, 
Woodson,  JVlcDuffie,  Tucker,  and  S.  Smilh.  [Tiie 
purpose  of  this  bill,ras  it  now  stands,  is  to  exchange 
26  millions  of  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  6  and  7 
per  cent,  and  payable  in  18~5 — 6 — 7 — 3,  for  other 
stock  bearing  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  and  the  ar- 
gument was  upon  the  expediency  of  anticipating 
the  time  of  payment,  and  of  subjecting  the  U.  States 
to  the  payment  of  interest  on  this  sum  for  a  long 
jeriod,  when,  perhaps,  the  revenue  might  be  suf- 
ficient to  retire  the  loan,  Sec.  Hut  the  friends  of 
the  bill  made  it  out  thai  the  receipts  of  the  govern- 
jnent  could  not  be  expected  to  do  more  than  pay 
the  ordinary  expenses,  and  others  were  induced  to 
■vote  for  the  bill  because  its  saving  of  interest,] — 
The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  decided 
as  follows: 
TEAS— Messrs.  Allen  of  Ten.  Archer,  Baldwin,  Barber  of  Conn, 


Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Murray,  OvcrjUeet,  PtUIIips,  Raiikiu,  Rich.  Rois, 
Sergeant,    bloane,   Arthur   Smith,    Studdard,   Tuiulinson,   Tracy, 
Tack,  r,  of  S.  C.  L-phain,  Warli^ld,  Wlute,  Whitman,  Williams  of 
N.  C.  Williams,  of  Va  V/ilson,  Wooilioii,  Worman— 5i. 
And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  .ipril  1.  Among  the  petitions  of  this 
day,  Mr.  Keyes  presented  a  petition  of  David  13. 
Lee,  of  Philadelphia,  controverting  tlie  i-ight  of 
James  Bennet  to  the  invention  of  a  flying  machine, 
for  which  said  Bennet,  some  days  since,  asked  for 
exclusive  privileges  from  congress.  The  petition- 
er claims  that  he  is  the  genuine  discoverer  of  this 
invaluable  art  of  flying,  and  solicits  exclusive  pri- 
vileges for  himself  On  motion  of  Mr.  Keyes,  the 
petition  was  referred  to  tlie  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Bennet. 

After  the  transaction  of  a  variety  of  business, 
which  will  sufficiently  appear  in  its  progress,  and 
attending  to  some  uninteresting  matters  except  to 
the  parties  immediately  concerned — 

Mr.  Smilh,  of  Md.  moved  a  re-consideration  of  the 
vote  of  Saturday,  by  which  Mr.  Gar?ien  was  refused 
permission  to  spread  on  the  journals,  his  reasons 
for  voting  against  the  resolubons  to  recognize  the 
governments  of  South  Anrerica.  Tiie  principle  of 
the  proposition  was  discussed— finally,  permission 
was  granted,  yeas  89,  nays  7'1  —and  then, 

Mr.  Garnett  submitted  his  declaration,  (which 
he  had  reduced  to  an  abbreviated  substitute  for 
that  proposed  by  him  on  Saturday)  to  be  entered 
on  the  journal,  which  was  as  follows: 


I,  Robert  S.  Garnett,  a  member  from  Virginia, 
make  the  following  declaration:  That  I  voted 
against  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  late  American  provinces  of  Spain,  because, 
considering  it  a  question  of  policy  not  of  princi- 
ple. I  believed  that  no  immediate  advantage  could 
g'row  out  of  it  to  either  country,  whilst  many  con- 
siderations, affecting  the  interest  of  both,  rendered 
it  at  this  time  inexpedient.  I  am  not  opposed  to 
the  independence  of  the  late  provinces;  on  the 
contrary,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  my  country- 
men, I  heartily  rejoice  in  its  accomplishment,  and 
in  the  prospects  of  freedom  and  happiness  whick 
it  opens  to  them. 

A  long  debate  took  place  on  the  memorial  oF 
the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  claiming  payment  for 
horses  lost  in  the  Seminole  war  The  report  of 
the  committee  was  reversed,  so  as  to  render  it  fa- 
vorable to  the  claim,  and  re-committed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  reLtiva  to  the  Beaumarchais' 
claim,  which,  together  with  the  documents  accom- 
panying the  same,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, was  orlered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  April  2.  Sundry  bills,  &c.  were  pre- 
sented and  differently  disposed  of. 

Mr.  fVuhvorth,  from  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  who  were  instructed  specially  to  inquire 
into  the  subject,  made  a  report  of  some  length. 


Barher.otOhio,  Baylies,  Bayly.  Biaekledge,  Borland,  Breckenridge,    rniirludinu-     with     tl>(»    pxnr<»s9ir>n     nf   th^    ^r^:^:  ^Z 
Bichanar..    Bnrr.iVVN,    Burton,  C-.mbrrleniE:,  Carai^btll,    o!    n.  "y. ,  *^0»CIUaing     Wltn     the    expression     Of    the    Opimon 


«a.^.pb^ll,c.f  Obi<..  c'asirdy.  Coi.kiing.  Custiroan,  Cinhbett,  Dane,j  of  the  committee,  "that  the  army  has  been  reduced 

:ht,  Ertdy,  Fiu(:l«>,  Gthhard    G-|m>r.  Gross,  Hjrvey,    according  to  the    provisions  of  the  act       "      ' 
Hawks.  Heii'Incks,  Herrick.  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks.  Jacksoi.,  J.  T. ;  „„„,•„  i-      i2..„™.i  „  „i»  .    i 

-  -  '  ,,-,H  ;  session  for  nxmg  the  military  ppaceestal 


Du!<.e,  DwiRht,  Ertdy,  Fiu(:la>,  Gthhard    G-|m>r.  Gross,  Hjrvey,    according  to  the    provisions  of  the  act   of   the    I  iSt 
Hawks.  Heii'Incks,  Herrick.  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks.  Jacksoi.,  J.  T. ;  „„„,•„  i-      i2..„™.i  „  „i»  .    .  ■•   .  .. 

Jabr.<o;.,  J.  s.  Johnston,  .lonts.  of  Ten.  Ke^.t,  Kirk  land,  Litchfield,  ■  ^essicn  fcrhxmgthe  military  ppace  establishment;" 


i<pundM,McCartv.MiCiiy,  McDuffi-.  McSherry  Maiiary, .Matson, i  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
^Mitchell,  of  Pa.  Montponicry.  Moor,  of  Va   Moor,    ot  Va.  Moore,!        jfr,   If^alher  moved  that  the   houae    do    come    t« 
•f  .Mab.   Morpan.  Nix'  ,  NeJ»on,of  Va.  Kelson  of  Mass.  Isewton,  ,  .,       .•  n        •  i      •  ""-j-*-    y^^   v-umt    iw 

yattenon,of  N.Y.  Pa  t  rsuisofPa  Pierson.  Pitch,  r,  Plumer,  of  N. '  the  tollowmg  resolution-. 

H.  Plumer  o'  Pcf.Poi'is  tt.  R  ed,  ol  Mais.  Rtid,  ofGeo.  HIiea,  Ro- ]  Res-ilved.  That  the  coinr.ittee  on  milifai^  affairs  bo  instructeil 
geri  Ru^'.-les.  Russ,  Hus  sll.  Sanders.  Sawyer,  Scott,  S  Smith.  W.  \  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eranliug  a  bounty  ot  land  to 
Smitf..  A)e\.  Smyth,  J  S.  Smith,  Spencer,  Sterlinij.  of  Con.  Sterl-  the  no'i-commissioned  offli-.-rs  a'ld  privates  who  enlisted  and  serv- 
ing, of  X.  Y.  Stt  vtnson,  Swan.  Tati.all,  T-ij  lor.  Tfvjmpson,  Tod,  ed  tw-lve  months  during  the  late  war  against  Great  Britain, 
Tucker,  of  Vs.  Vance.  Van  H  nsselaer.  Van  Wyck,  WalHoilia,  and  who,  by  ciiijcinglaws,  are  not  entitled  Co  receive  a  bounty  iu 
"Whipple,   Williamson.  Wood.  Woodcock.  Wright.— "y.  '"^ 

NAYS— M  ISIS.  Alexand  r.  Allen,  of  Mass.  Ball,  Big.low.  Blair, 
Srowii,  CannoJi,  Chambfrs,  Cocke,  Conmr.  Conk,  Crafts,  Dar- 
tio^tol.,  L<  nuisou.  Edwards,  of  Conn.  Edwards  ol  N.  C.Fai  relly, 
JFifller,  esuneit,  Gisc,  Ggrban)^   HsU;  Htts^hiH,  HglcomUe,  f. 


land. 


.Mr.  W.  supported  his  resolutian  in  a  speech  of 
considerable  length— but,  as  lie  himself  seemed  to 
anticipate,   the  h»as^  retuseil  t»  ajree  to  it. 
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Beaumarchais'  claim  was,  after  debate,  referred 
to  a  select  committee.     [This  claim  appears  to 


Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it 
shall  he  to  sit  in  the  recess  of  congress,  and  inquire  into  the  aflairs 
oi"  the  several  departments  of  the  govcrnmrnt.     That  said  com- 


be required  to  make  report  to  congress  at  an  early  period  of  the 
next  session. 

i  he  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  certain 
RCts  concerning  allowances  for  pensions  on  the 
relinquishment  of  bounty  lands,  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  taken  up — 
many  proposed  amendments  were  made  and  nega- 
tivetl;  the  appropriation  of  180,000  dollars  for  sur- 
veying the  public  lands  was  reduced  to  100,900. 
The  committee  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


hang  over  congress  like  Am  V  Darden  S  famous  one,     mittee  have  power  to  s^nd  for  persons  and  papers;  and  that  they 
which  was,  at  "last,  decidcd"in  licr.favor.]  ..« -.-...'..^.  .^  n,..-.  .„ , :...  _.  .u. 

It  was  proposed  to  take  up  the  hdl  to  authorize 
the  holding  of  a  district  court  at  Louisville,  in 
Kentucky,  whicli  Mr. //urJi';!  opposed  the  present 
consideration  of,  on  account  of  the  bill  which  had, 
been  received  from  the  senate  defining  admiralty 
jurisdiction,  &c.  and  the  bill  was  laid  aside  for  the 
present. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  called  for,  Mr. 
Sa-uyer  moved  to  postpone  the  orders  of  the  day 
which  precede  the  bill  further  to  establish  the 
compensation  of  officers  of  the  customs,  to  alter 
certain  collection  districts,  and  for  other  purposes. 
But  the  house  refused  to  give  to  this  bill  tke  pre- 
ference requested. 

After  transacting  other  business  not  of  general 
importance — 

The  house  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  government  for  the  year  1822; 

To  which  a  number  of  amendments,  (not  of  a 
very  important  character),  as  to  the  com.pensation 
and  allowance  to  clerks  and  other  officers  were 
proposed,  and  some  of  them  carried:  after  which 
the  committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Wednesday,  April  3.  Several  select  committees 
were  announced,  and  some  reports  on  different 
cases  received,  which  shall  be  noticed  as  needful. 

Mr.  Kirklnnd  submitted  tor  consideration  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  indiciar)-,  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  hy  law  for  the  punishment 
of  such  officers  of  the  United  States  as  are  entrusted  with  public 
moneys  by  virtue  of  their  office,  who  shall  apply  the  same  to  any 
i>urp.isa  or  purposes  incompatible  with  the  duties  of  their  office, 
whereby  the  United  States  shall  sustain  a  loss. 

Mr.  Kitkland  supported  his  resolution  by  a 
speech — several  rose  on  the  subject — and,  after 
some  mGdifications,  the  proposition  was  agreed  to, 
■with  the  following  addition,  offered  by  Mr,  Cook — 
«'And,  also,  into  the  expediency  of  requiring  all 
svich  officers  to  be  dismissed  from  office  upon  fail- 
ure faithfully  to  account  for  the  money  or  property 
so  confided  to  them." 

Mr  Wood  submitted  a  resolution  which  had  for 
its  purpose  the  establishment  of  a  new  department, 
to  be  called  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs — 
but  the  house  refused  to  consider  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Candid,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  tbe  committee  on  the  JHiV'tlary  be  instructed  to 
inquire  whetherany,  and  what  further  measures  arc  necessary  for 
the  more  speedy  recovery  of  such  sums  of  money  as  are  due  from 
public  defaulters  to  the  United  Stales. 

Several  bills  of  a  private,  or  local,  nature  were 
passed.  The  house  resolved  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  general  appropriation  bill 
some  of  the  small  items  were  ineffectually  con- 
tested, except  the  clause  to  provide  for  the  com- 
pensation of  a  commissioner  of  the  pubhc  build- 
ings at  Washington,  which  was  struck  out  by  a  large- 
majority.  The  committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

THvnsnAi's  rTiocEF.nTNr.s — april  4. 

In  the  senate — A  good  dtiid  of  time  was  spent  on 
the  bill  to  allow  a  drawbat  k  on  the  export  of  ccrd 
age  made  out  of  foreign  hemp,J:he  expediency  of 
which  was  much  questioned  hy  some  and  advocated 
by  others — it  was  postponed  until  Monday. 

No  important  matter  considered  this  day. 

In  the  Jiouse  of  representatives — Mr.  Cocke  laid  on 
the  table  the  following  resolution: 


CHRONICLE. 

The  Korth  Carolina  74  is  fitting  out  at  Philadel- 
phia, to  proceed  round  to  Norfolk.  Her  mainmast 
weighs  upwards  of  t-uienty-six  tons. 

Died,  at  Charleston,  on  the  24th  ult,  captain  John 
Cassin,  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  and  commanding  naval 
officer  on  that  station. 

Mobile  is  becoming  a  place  of  great  importance; 
and,  it  is  possible,  may  soon  be  one  of  the  most 
populous  of  our  southern  cities.  In  1813,  whea 
the  flag  was  changed,  it  contained  less  than  300 
inhabitants;  in  Dec,  1819,  when  it  was  incorporat- 
ed, they  amounted  to  809;  and  the  present  number 
is  given  at  2,800,  one  third  of  whom  are  blacks. 

JVeiD-ffampshire.  Gov.  Bell  is  re-elected  witb 
very  little  opposition. 

Salmon.  The  first  salmon  that  appeared  in  the 
Boston  market  this  season,  was  purchased  by  the 
keeper  of  the  Exchange  Coffee  House,  for  24  dol- 
lars.    It  weighed  16lbs. 

Specie.  The  Britisli  frigate  Thames  has  arrived 
at  Havana  from  Vera  Cruz,  with  a  million  of  dollars 
on  board,  and  a  quantity  of  cochineal,  for  the  mer- 
chants of  that  place. 

Wholesale  denier.  A  person  was  arrested  at  New- 
York,  who  has  just  ari-ived  from  New-Orleans,  with 
about  50,000  dollars  in  gold  about  him,  the  product 
of  certain  counterfeit  bills  of  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  which  he  had  passed  off  at  the  latter 
place  and  its  neighboihood. 

Tlie  dropsy.  A  lady,  aged  about  27  years,  lately 
died  at  Baltimore,  who  had  been  tapped  seventy- 
six  times  by  Dr.  Chatard,  in  the  space  of  2  years 
and  7  months.  The  quantity  of  water  obtained 
was  eight  hundred  and  seventy-one  quarts!  When 
Dr.  C.  first  saw  the  patient,  she  informed  him  that 
she  had  been  tapped  three  times. 

Marriage  contracts.  A  hill  is  brought  forward 
in  the  legislature  of  New-York,  which  ordains  <'that 
a  conviction  and  senter.ce  of  any  person  totlie  state, 
prison  {<r  life  shall  be  deemed  a  dissolution  of  the 
marri:!ge  contract" — and  that  even  pardon  shall  not 
restore  him  or  her  to  matrimonial  rights. 

An  assortment.  A  Cliarleston  paper  furnishes 
the  ensuing  items  of  the  cargo  of  a  vessel  that  sail- 
ed from  a  port  of  Maine  for  Charleston,  but  was 
driven  to  Bermuda  by  stress  of  weather: — 17,000 
lbs.  fresh  beef,  2,000"  lbs.  fresh  tiu-kies,  1,000  lbs. 
fresh  geese  and  ciiicktns,  500  lbs.  fresh  sausages, 
500  lbs.  fresh  hasletts,  80  lUs:  fresh  liver,  169  lbs. 
fresh  mutton,  1  bbl.  fresh  tripe,  and  1  bbl.  apple 
sauce — j.\\  stowed  awat-,  for  safe  keeping,  among 
a  goodly  quantity  of  ice. 
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lJ/"We  present  to  our  readers  abstracts  of  many 
important  reportsand  interesting' papers  laidbefbre 
con.g-i-ess.  in  numerous  instances  giving  all  the  u;e 
nertlly  useful  information  in  a  few  dozen  lines,  'hat 
IS  spread  over  many  large  pa^;es.  As  these  con- 
densations often  cost  twenty  times  more  labor  than 
could  be  applied  to  tlie  writing  of  an  ordinary  ar- 
ticle, paragraph  or  piece  of  the  same  length,  we 
think  that  we  are  so  much  the  more  entitled  to 
•■'ciedlt"  for  tliein. 

Co.\r,nEss — both  houses  have  agreed  to  adjourn 
on  'Vednesday,  the  8th  May. 

Reltkious  wae!  The  quiet  of  Philadelphia  has 
Jong  been  much  disturbed  bv  certain  disputes  be- 
tween the  Roman  catholic  bishop,  resident  there, 
and  his  adherents,  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Hogan,  a  priest 
of  that  churrh  and  the  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  congre- 
gation, and  his  friends  and  followers;  and  a  great 
deal  has  been  said  about  these  matters  in  the  pub- 
lic papers.  Mr.  Hogan,  it  seems,  was  excommuni- 
cated in  ample  form,  but  the  congregation  stood  bv 
him,  and  the  trustees  of  the  church  being  favorable 
in  him,  he  continued  to  preach  and  perform  tiie  re- 
ligions services  of  it  as  before. 

The  election  for  trustees  took  place  on  Tuesday 
last — the  polls  were  advertised  to  be  opened  at  11 
o'clock:  but,  during  the  night  preceding,  or  very 
earlr  in  the  morning,  one  party  took  possession  of 
the  grave  yard,  in  which  stands  the  church — zi  6 
o'clock,  A.  M.  the  other  party  met  in  the  street  in 
front  of  the  church:  thev  were  now  separated  by 
an  iron  railing.  At  about  9  o'clock,  from  the  pres- 
sure of  the  crowd,  the  railing  gave  way,  and  then 
a  general  battle  commenced  with  clubs  and  brick- 
bat?, previously  prepared  for  the  occasion,  by  which 
many  were  wretchedly  mangled,  though,  it  is  said, 
that  none  were  killed.  After  the  fight  had  conti- 
nued for  some  time  with  the  greatest  fury,  the  civil 
authorities  interposed  with  so  much  effect  as  to 
(piiet  the  people  sufRcipntly  to  attend  to  the  elec- 
tion. Tbeie  was  much  dispute  about  who  were  the 
legal  judges,  and  it  finally  resulted  in  this — that 
the  partisans  of  each  side  commenced  the  receipt 
of  votes,  and  each  claimed  a  majority  in  its  favor. 
Two  sets  of  trustees  being  elected,  it  is  supposed 
tliat  the  matter  will  go  before  the  supreme  court 
for  settlement. 

It  appears  us  if  two  or  three  thousand  persons 
may  have  been  concerned  in  this  hideous  and  dis- 
graceful afl'air — which  must  be  a  subject  of  great 
grief  to  a  large  majority  of  a  very  numprous  and 
highly  respectable  congregation,  as  well  as  to  the 
sober-minded  peopleof  Philadelphia  at  large — who, 
we  hope,  since  this  unl^appy  allair,  may  find  in- 
creased chaniy  for  the  misfortunes  of  others, 

Settlkme:«t  op  accoixts.  A  laudable  spirit  ie 
at  work  in"congi  •  ss  to  coerce  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  to  a  prompt  settlement  of  their  ac- 
counts— and  we  do  not  think  it  improbable  that  if 
seltlemenis  had  always  been  made  quarterly  or 
semi  annually,  we  should  have  saved  many  millions 
by  it.  We  have  always  been  of  opinion,  since  we 
first  looked  at  this  great  concern,  that  any  officer 
who  does  not  render  his  accounts  at  stated  periods 


and  stand  prepared  to  pay  over  the  balance  in  his 
hands  at  any  time  when  required,  should  be  dismis- 
sed— and  a  neglect  or  procrastination  of  actual  set- 
tlements at  the  accounting  offices,  should  subject 
their  chiefs  to  the  same  sort  of  penalty.  It  is  well 
known  that  some  accounts,  rendered,  remain  unad- 
justed for  years.  It  will  not  take  any  longer  to 
close  a  quarterly  return  within  the  next  ensuing- 
quarter  after  it  is  made,  than  if  settled  years  after- 
wards; and,  if  there  are  not  clerks  enough  to  keep 
up  with  the  business,  a  sound  regard  to  economy 
and  respect  for  common  honesty,  would  direct  ths 
employment  of  more.  Were  this  the  case,  it  might: 
be  right  and  proper  to  refuse  any  credit  or  furthsi" 
advance  to  persons  standing  cliarged  on  the  books, 
as  principal  or  surety. 

The  other  day,  in  looking  over  a  "letter  from  the 
comptroller  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a  list  of 
balances  on  the  books  of  the  register,  which  re- 
main unsettled  or  appear  to  have  been  due  from 
late  collectors  of  the  customs,  more  than  three 
years  prior  to  the  30th  Sept.  last,"  the  name  of  a 
person  met  my  eye,  whose  funeral  I  had  attended 
about  or  not  less  than  twenty-five  years  ago.  The 
item  is  a  little  more  than  3000  dollars,  and  the  re- 
mark against  it  is,  that  the  defendant  in  the  case 
fand  he  is  named),  who  is  the  surety,  is  "entirel/ 
solvent,"  as  surely  he  is,  for  perhaps  fifty  times 
the  amount,  and  a  most  worthy  and  honorable  gen- 
tleman in  -iie  bargain — who  would,  no  doubt> 
have  paid  the  money  long  ago,  if  he  had  thought 
that  he  was  justly  liable  for  it,  and  without  legal 
process.  I  therefore  presume  that  he  is  not  bound 
to  pay  it — but  whether  he  is  or  is  not,  certainly,  the 
period  of  twenty  five  years  is  long  enough  to  have 
ti  i'^d  the  question,  and  to  have  removed  the  ac- 
counts from  the  books. 

Some  of  the  items  in  this  list  are  very  heavy— 
and  the  remarks  upon  the  chief  of  them  are  dis- 
couraging. I'o  "clear  the  decks"  of  actual  de- 
faulters and  prevent  new  defalcations,  settlements 
should  be  forced  on  both  parties;  thus  many  honest 
men  would  be  relieved  of  the  odium  of  being  con- 
sidered otherwise,  and  many  be  kept  honest  that 
would  slide  into  roguery,  under  the  present  sys- 
tem of  procrastination. 

Kentlckt.  One  hundred  and  seventy  or  eighty 
dollars  in  bills  of  the  bank  of  the  commonwealth  ot" 
Kentucky, are  now  given  for  one  hundred  dollars  in 
s;  lecie  or  for  so  much  of  the  bills  of  approved  banks'. 
Surely,  legislators  will  discover,  after  a  while,  that 
such  must  needs  be  the  result  of  an  adherence  to 
tlie  rag-system.  The  legislature  of  this  state  is  sum- 
moned to  meet  on  the  I3th  of  May,  to  lay  off  the 
state  into  districts  for  the  election  of  members  oi" 
congress,  &c  and  a  hope  is  entertained  that  some- 
thing will  be  done  about  the  currency. 

The  sinkikr  fund.  We  have  a  copy  of  the  an* 
nual  report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking 
fund.  'The  following  notice  of  the  contents  of  thi'? 
document  seems  all  that  is  necessary  for  us  to  pub- 
lish at  this  time. 

(^Estimate  of  th«  application,  in  1821,  of  the  funds 
provided  for  the  payment  of  t^ie  principul  and  inii' 
rest  «/"  the  fnibfic  dci>t.'^    '  , 
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Deferred  Stock            .         .  .  g534,033  08  j 

Treasury  iiotis             .        .  -  1,700  00 

Louisiana  slock             .         .  .  2,071,360  OU 

Mississippi  stock          .         .  ,  634,02'i  J3 

©crtain  pails  of  domestic  debt  54  45 

Principal  redeemed     3,241.170  06 

fnterest  on  ilomestic  liinded  debt         5,050,711   13 

Do.  on  Louisi.inu  st'k,  reimburst  d         36,d6u  88 

Total,  principal  artd  interest      jg8,j28,442  07 

There  is  a  "statement  of  the  appropriation  of  ten 
milluinsof  dollars  b>  the  second  stction  of  the  act 
to  provide  for  tlie  redemption  of  the  public  debt, 
passed  3d  March,  1817,"  ot  which  this  is  a  sum- 
mary: 

Tlie  ••appropriations"  for  the  years  1817,  1818, 
1819,  1820  and  1821,  are  given  as  amounting  to 
50  millions — 

The  payments  on  account  of  'be 
principal  and  interest,  in  the  same 
years,  form  an  aggregate  of  g44,699,429  77 

And,  what  is  called  the  "lialurtce 
applicable  lo  paymetits  vjter  the  Z\st 
Oec.  1821,"  IS  5,300,570  23 


The  particulars  are  as  foiliw: 
Deferred  stock,  with  its 

reimbuTsementfoj  1821  2,059,885  53 
Three  per  cent,  stock  1J,295,956  04 


Six  per  cent,  of  179f 
Exchanged  six  per  ct. 
of  1812 


80,000  00 
2,668,974  99 


6,187,006  84 


Six  per  cent,  of  1812 
Six  per  cent,  of  1813, 

16  millior.s 
Do.     do.     7.5  millions 
Six  per  cent   of  18l4, 

25  .iod  3  millions       13,011,457  63 
Six  per  cent,  of  1815, 

18,482,500 
Seven  per  cent,  stock 
Treasury  note  six  per 

cent,  stock 
Fiv^    per  cent,  stock, 

subscription  to  bank 
•     of  tlic  U.  states 
Sixp.  ct.stk.of  1820 
Fivcp.  ct.  stk.  of  18J0 
Five  perct.  stork,  per 

act  of  3d  March,  1821  4,735,296  30 


-18,104,816  56- 


15,521,135  45 
6,836,232  39 


9,490,099  10 
8,606,355  27 

1,465,285  47 


7,000,000  00 

2,000,000  00 

999,999  13 


5550,000,00(j  00 

Nbvv,  any  one  who  has  not  paid  considerable  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  would  suppose  Irom  this 
statement,  that  tlie  commissioners.  Having  paid  oil' 
all  ihe  public  debt  that  was  redeemable  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  go\f  vnment,  were  forced  to  leave  these 
five  milions  nvempioy^d  in  the  treasury:  but  to  sup- 
pose this  would  be  as  far  from  the  true  stale  of  the 
case,  as  to  believe  that  the  results  have  i.greed  with 
the  treasury  calculations,  IVUy  it  is  thus  put  down, 
I  shall  not  pretend  lo  say.  The  two  iruUion  loan 
Of  1820  is  not  paid,  bi  cause  this  "balance  that  is 
applicable  to  payments  after  the  31st  Dec.  1821," 
was  expended  to  pay  the  current  demands  agu  nst 
governmtrit  in  the  jea-.s  1820  and  1821  How  a 
thing  that  is  not  can  be  said  to  be  ''applicable,"  is 
be)ond  my  learning  to  find  out.  As  well  might  the 
calculations  of  the  tre  jury  department  in  1817, 
b\  wl.ich  the  whole  public  debt,  payable  in  the 
years  1825,  &c.  WMSto  be  paid  by  the  regular  reve- 
nue, be  considered  as  ••applicable"  to  the  bill  now 
before  congress  to  borroiv  money  to  pay  tlie.se  debts! 
By  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1817,  it  appeurs 
to  nie  lliat  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund 
were  reguiied  to  demand  of  the  treasury,  money 
sufficient  to  redeem  tlie  two  million  loan.  It  is  true, 
they  must  have  known  that  there  was  not  any  mo- 
ney in  the  treasury;  yet  if  ten  millions  were  "ap- 
proprialed"  to  be  disbursed  by  them,  why  did  they 
H'/i  cAl  for  them.'  Butthtre  was  no  "appropria- 
tion," ex  ept  by  the  act  of  1817;  which  was  /billed 
in  1820,  without  the  formality  of  a  trial.  There 
was  no  necessity  for  this  statement,  and  we  sliould 
have  been  glad  if  it  had  not  been  oHered  to  the 
people— at  least,  in  the  shape  that  it  is.  l\  does 
not  loi^k  well.  It  is  less  pleasant  than  the  pom|.ons 
account  that  the  J\\ttio7ial IriieUi^sncer^Si\t  ui  about 
the  "balance  of  trade,"  because  it  is  "official." 

The   public  debt  of  the  United  States,  on  the 

1st  of  January,  1822,  is  thus  given: — 

Amouniof  debtonthelst  Jan   1822,93,957,665  14 

Deduct  reimbursement  of  the  defer- 
red stock  in  1821,  estimated  at  534.095  41 


-75,852,848  56 


Estimated  amount  per  statement  (3) 
winch  accomiiamedthe  secretary's 
report  ti  the  lOlh  Dec.  1821      Ig93,423,605  72, 


§93,957,665  14 
From  the  above  amount,  deduct  the  estimated 
'.•cimbuiseraent  of  the  deferred  stock  in  1821, 
§534,059  41,  and  the  aggregate  of  the  debt  on  the 
Isl  Jan.  1822,  was  g9.j,423,605  7^.  We  are  not 
appnzeii  of  the  reason  win',  if  the  534,000  dollars 
■were  paid,  m  1821,  on  account  of  the  deferred  stock, 
lis  amount  is  included  at  all  in  a  statement  made 
out  to  shew^  the  debt  in  1822. 

Present  amount  of  debt  g93,423,60(> 

Amount,  1st  Jan.  1823  S8,899,33S 


Actual  increase  in  two  years 
Fob  what.'' — and  wiiKnEFoiiE.' 


4,524,2?2 


The  natt.  We  insert  the  bill  reported  to  the 
house  of  representatives  to  fix  the  naval  establish- 
ment of  the  United  Stales.  The  following  wilt 
shew  the  present  amount  of  oflicers  on  the  list  and 
the  amount  proposed. 


On  the  lis!. 

Proposed 

Captains     . 

. 

31     . 

•25 

Masters  command 

ant 

31 

.    23 

Lieutenants 

195     . 

140 

Surgeons 

, 

46 

.     25 

Surgeouu  mates 

41     . 

30 

Pursers 

• 

40 

.     3i 

Chupliuns 

10     . 

S 

Midshipmen 

• 

.  40» 

Sailing  masters 

53     . 

20 

Boatswains 

15 

,    20 

Gunners 

.• 

17    . 

20 

Caipentei.s       , 

12 

.    20 

Sail  makers 

, 

8     . 

20 

03=  We  think  tliat  if  this  bill  is  passed  into  a  law, 
and  a  reduction  is  ma.'e  by  the  discharge  of  those 
who  are  nothing  else  than  dead-weights  on  the  es- 
tablishment, the  people  will  be  well  satisfied  witk 
the  arrangement  a  considerable  saving  will  be 
made,  witiiout,  in  the  least,  toucwing  the  efficiency 
of  our  naval  means,  as  was  set  forth  in  this  work 
.some  months  ago.  By  the  great  reduction  of  sail- 
ing masters,  it  appears  that  midshipmen  are  design- 

*Oiie  rear  admiral,  five  commodores  and  nine* 
teen  sapiains^ 
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erl'to  take  upon  them  the  duties  of  that  office, —  1  been  adjusted  further  than  the  3rd  quarter  of  1816, 

inchisive;  but  are  now  adjusted  to  the  close  of  the 
1st  quarter  of  1819. 

The  hibor  of  going  over  these  accounts  is,  no 
doubt,  exceedingly  great,  embracing  settlements 
with  about  4,000  persons — but  this  is  no  reason  why 
they  siiould  be  ;  o  much  behind-hand.  Ihe  quan- 
tity of  labor  to  be  performed  is  the  same  whether 
tliey  are  promptly  or  slowly  settled — and  "short 
settlements  make  long  friends."  It  appear?  that 
the  comptroller  and-  auditor  have  kept  as  many 
clerks  employed  on  tliose  accounts  as  they  could 
spare  from  the  performance  of  other  duties — but 
we  would  hope  tliat  they  might  be  allowed  to  call 
in  additional  aid  to  have  them  brought  up;  after 
which  they  may  easily  be  kept  square.  "A  stern 
chase  is  always  a  long  one." 


which,  hitherto,  has  not  been  in  the  line  of  promo 
tion.  The  grade  of  commodore  is  proposed  to  be 
established,  and  it  is  well; — hut  why  the  first  officer 
should  he  called  a  "rear  admiral,"  we  are  wholly  at 
a  loss  to  conjecture.  There  is  a  meaning  in  the 
term  as  used  in  Europe,  where  there  are  many 
admirals — but  in  the  United  Slates,  wherein  it  is 
proposed  to  have  only  one  officer  of  (hat  rank,  it 
appears  worse  than  useless  to  give  him  a  classifica- 
tion which  implies  that  he  has  a  superior  in  com- 
tnand;  or,  if  the  president  of  the  United  States,  ex 
officio,  is  presumefl  to  be  //je  admiral,  let  the  head  of 
the  navy  be  called  wcg  admiral. 

Natal  stokes,  &c.  The  committee  on  naval 
afi'airs  have  made  a  report  on  the  subject  of  naval 
stores  and  munitions  of  war,  appertai;;ii!g  to  the 
naval  department.  Every  thing  is  i.  inntely  de- 
tailed, and  the  plyces  at  whicli  the  articles  are  de- 
posited are  designated.  The  following  is  a  reca- 
pitulation of  some  of  the  items,  procured  under  the 
appropriation  for  the  gradual  increase  oftlie  navy 
or  under  former  appropriations,  and  all  fit  for  ser- 
vice. 

Cannon— ^1  pounders  16;  32  do.  604;  24  do.  165; 
13  do.  179;  12  do.  125;  6  do.  80;  4  do.  33;  3  do  2; 
2  do  3;  1  do.  1. 

Carro«rtf/es— 68  pounder  1;  42  do.  292;  32  do. 
311;  24  do.  89;  18  do.  71;  12  do.  2,"^;  9  do.  7;  6  do 
5;  2  brass  4  pounders. 

Other  ordnance — 26  cannon  of  difFerent  calibres; 
10  hra?s  cannon  from  Irl  to  6  pounders;  43  gun- 
ades;  28  howitzers;  6  mediums;  5  mortars;  18  e- 
prouvettes;  22  swivels;  72  repeating  do. 

The  shot,  powder,  materials,  &C.  small  arms, 
Kic.  are  in  large  qiiantiiies— and  there  are  many 
pieces  of  condemned  ordnance,  shot,  &c. 

Ke^mev.  The  expenditures  for  the  relief  of 
sick  and  disabled  seamen  for  the  year  1820,  and  in 
what  manner  made,  arc  published  in  a  Lite  state- 
ment from  the  treasury  department.  The  aggre- 
gate is  §90,764  63  Some  of  the  places  at  which 
the  amount  v.'as  disbursed  are  as  follows: 

At  naltimore,  764  provided  for  cost  25,254 

Philadelphia,  640  16,746 

New  York,  763  12,400 

Norfolk  —  (nu.nber  not  given)  6,649 

Boston,  545  6,290 

Savannah,  252  5,098 

New  Orleans,  282  4,726 

Newport,  46  3,656 

Charleston — (general  return)  1,353 

Portsmouth,  58  1,147 

Alexandria,  43  1,134 

Providence,  56  1,109 

New  London,  60  1,090 

All  other  places  under  1000  dollars. 

fisyETivL-rnsT-OFi'icK.  lly  a  document  laid  be- 
fore the  house  of  representatives,  in  pursuance  of 
q  resolution  directing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  report  to  tlie  house  "what  progress  has  been 
tnade  in  the  settlement  of  t!ie  arrears  in  the  ac- 
counts of  tlie  post-oRice  establishment,  and  also 
what  dilficulties,  if  any,  have  interfered  with  the 
final  liquidation  tliereof,"  it  appears  by  a  letter 
from  the  comptroller,  tl\i.t  uhen  he  came  into  of 
fice  in  March  1815,  these  accounts  had  only  been 
settled  up  to  the  3rd  quarter  of  ISOS,  incli-sive— 
but  they  are  now  brought  up  to  the  end  of  1816; 
and  the  Fifth  Auditor  states,  that  when  his  office 
w&s  established  m  1817,  the  stiid  acoonts  had  not 


PtATTSKCRG.      It   appears,  by  a  report  of  the 
secretary  of  war,  on  the  call  of  Vlr.  Walworth,  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  that  when  the  British, 
under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  were 
advancing  on    Plaltsburg,  in  1814,   a  number  of 
young  gentlemen  organized  themselves  and  volun- 
teered  their  services  in  defence  of  their  country. 
They  wer.-^  chiefly  under  the  age  at  which  they 
were  liable  to  the  performance  of  military  duty, 
s.ay  from  15  to  17.      I'heir  services  were  gladly  ac- 
cepted, and  we  have  the  testimony  of  gen.  vtacomb 
and  gen.  Mooers,  of  the  New  York  militia,  that 
tliey  acquitted  themselves  most  nobly.     They  ac- 
companied the  latter  to  IJeekmantown,  and  were 
very  active  in  assisting  m  the  defence  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Saranac.    General  Macomb  says  "their 
services  were  important,"  and  it  appears  that  the 
brave  lads,  being  light  of  foot  and  full  of  zeal,  har- 
rassed  the  enemy  day  and  night,  marking  and  giv- 
ing information  of  his  movements,  "which  it  was 
both  difiicult  and  important  to  obtain,"  &c.     For 
these  deeds,  gen.  Macomb  made  a  conditional  pro- 
mise that  each  of  them  should  be  presented  withi 
a  rifle,  as  a  mark  of  the  approbation  of  their  coun- 
try; but  it  seems  this  promise  cannot  be  complied 
with  unless  a  law  is  passed  to  authorize  its  fulfil- 
ment; and  hence  the  subject  has  been  brought  up. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  this  little  band 
of  patriots,  which  we  shall  do  our  duty  by  preserv- 
ing in  this  work. 

M.  J.  Aikin,  captain,-  AzariahC.Flagg,  lieutenant,- 
GusUiviis  A.  Bird,  Ira  ,\.  Wood,  .Tames  Irowbridge', 
Hazan  Mooers,  Henry  K.  Averill,  St.  J.  H.  L.  Skin- 
ner, Frederick  P.  Allen,  Hiram  Walworth,  Ethan 
Everist,  Amos  Loper,  James  Patten,  Hartemus 
Brooks,  Smith  Batemen,  .Melancthon  W.  Travis, 
Flavcl  Williams. 


Indian  treatt.  T'ne  treaty  concluded  with  the 
Oltowa,  Chippewa  and  I'ottawatamie  tribes  of  In- 
dians, at  Chicago,  in  August  last,  by  gov.  Cass  and 
Solomon  Sibley,  esq  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  large  number  of  chiefs  and  warriors 
on  the  part  of  the  tribes,  has  been  ratified  by  the 
senate,  and  is  published  in  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer. As  usual,  it  provides  for  the  cession  of  a  large 
tract  of  land,  which  is  located  on  the  east  side  of 
lake  Michig;m,  in  which,  however,  there  are  many 
reservations  in  favor  of  individuals;  in  compensa- 
tion (or  this,  the  United  «5tates  .are  to  pay  the  Ofto- 
wa  nation  one  thousand  dollars,  in  specie,  annually 
for  ever,— and  for  ten  years  allow  1,500  a  year  for 
the  support  of  a  blacksmith,  of  a  teacher,  and  of  a 
person  to  in.struct  the  people  in  agriculture;  the 
Pottawatamies  are  to  receive  5,000  dollars  a  year 
for  twenty  years,  and  for  fifteen  years  to  have  1,060 
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ari.iia  ly  expended  to  ttiniish  tliem  with  a  black- 
si>itii  ai'd  a  teacher.  iNolhing  to  be  paid  to  the 
Cli  ppewas. 

■|'o  this  treaty  the  marks  (ami  the  names  added) 
of  mon  than  sixty  Indians  are  .  tr  \ed— among' tlieni 
n'lmy  Jike  the  tollowing:   A'rivhntuuchina-wa,  .Mute 
htepi^enaclteitnsh,  Wuicweeurkkemeck:,  Checgvamuck' 
guago. 

TvLh  cAPiToi.  The  amount  of  money  expended 
in  ti.f  year  lb:3l,oii  tin  centre  buudingr,  tias  alrea- 
dy hitn  staled  ai  §10^.314  The  an  oiint  ot  per- 
sons enr.ployed  as  carvers,  stone  cutters,  bricklay- 
ers,  coppersmiths  and  laborers,  (hirii.g  the  stimmer 
montts,  was  about  225.  ("arvt-rs  and  bricklayers 
at  150  cents  per  day;  stone-cutters  at  137^j  car- 
penters ai:d  coppersmiths  at  112^^  laboiers  at  75; 
the  last  at  ?(J  cents  during  the  winUr,  and  the 
others  alittle  less  than  the  sums  just  stated.  During 
tJie  }ear  1,258  tons  ot  free  &ione  and  1^12,045 
bricks  were  purchased  and  pixid  for.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  work  yet  to  be  done  on  this  edifice — 
but  it  is  Tf  solved  that  th  •  vas'  domS  o^erthe  cen 
tre  building  sliall  bt  of  wood,  and  about  S10u,000 
nore  e\pended, will  shew  much  progress  towards 
its  finish.  The  sui  of  120.000,  dollrs  has  been 
appropriated  by  the  l>ou.se  of  represtnsatives,  for 
t)ie  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  work  during  the 
present  year. 

AVooLKN  GOOBP^  A  report  of  the  secretary  of 
war,  dated  the  4th  ult.  shews  the  amoimt  of  wool- 
ei  g('Ods, purchased  for  the  amy,  during  the  years 
1820  and  1821,  of  whom  purchasf-d,.  the  prices 
paid,  and  what  portion  thereof  was  of  American 
manufacture.  The  amounts  for  the  twoyeais  are 
jis  follows: 

Of  Jimerican  manufacture — 99,500  yards  kersey, 
■whiit  and  ^rtvj  3000  do.  greei  cloth;  2171  doz. 
pairs  of  strckmgs;  1,7  03  do.  fl©.  socks;  4000  blan- 
kits;  7,300  yards  blue  cloth;  41,000  do.  flannel; 
260  do.  black  ch)th;  50  doz.  pair  of  gloves. 

Jmporieil  goods — 9,000  blank  (ts;  3  yards  green 
cloth;  31  do.  velvet;  :^09  do.  blue  cloth;  S  dozen 
pairs  of  mittens;  402  yards  scarlet  cloth. 

So  it  appears  that,  m  the  article  of  blankets  ex- 
cepted, the  amount  of  imported  goods  purchased 
was  very  small;  and  it  is  added,  that  "all  materals 
ff)Y,  and  articles  of  clothing  pi  ovided  for  the  army, 
not  included  in  this  statement,  are,  without  excep- 
tion, of  domestic  manufactiire. 

'I  he  price  p.i''  for  ker.'if}  was  from  1  40  to  1  60; 
cloth  1  90  to  2  30,  six  quarters  \vic'.(  ;  s  ockings  at 
5  50  per  doz.  flannel  at  Irom  34  to  37^;  blankets 
at  2  90,  &.C. 

FoREiRS  NKWS.  Paiagrxphs  and  items  from  dif- 
ferent ioreign  journals  received  by  the  late  arri- 
vals: 

England,  c?c.  Hickman,  the  boxer,  was  convey- 
ed t<  tit  scene  of  action  bj  his  backer  (one  of  the 
Rothschilds),  in  a  ban  uche  and  four,  with  two  out 
rideis,  and  a  man  in  front  sfiunditig  a  bugle.  Mr. 
Hiitliscliild,  it  is  said,  lost  1(»,000  dollars  by  the  re- 
sult.—  [Deaths  by  bo.xing  are  quite  cnnui  on  in 
IChgland — one  paper  contains  accounts  of  tlnte.'\ 

''he  number  of  crin.inal  .  fl'tnciers  committed  to 
Newgate  last  year,  wss  1974,  of  whcitti  1305  were 
convicted,  105  of  theni  sentenced  to  sufi.  r  death; 
bvit  27  oi>iy  were  executed,  6  of  them  for  uttering 
foiged  notes.  The  nuo  ber  transported  for  life 
W!.s  109;  for  14  years.  105;  for  7  years,  370. 

Tie  numl  er  of  n  •  -oapeis  publislied  in  the 
tniled  ku  guon.-,  at  this  time,  is  2£0,  of  which  i.7 


issue  from  the  metropolis,  130  from  the  provinces 
of  England  and  Wales,  31  Irom  Scotland,  54  fioia 
Ireland,  and  8  from  the  islands  of  Jersey  and 
Guernsey,  &c.  More  than  one-fifih  emanate  front 
London. 

A  cohI  merchant  was  convicted  before  the  ma- 
gistrate, at  Bf  Iton,  in  the  migitated  penalty  of  tea 
pound  and  costs,  for  paying  one  of  Ids  workmen'* 
wages  otherwise  than  ui  the  current  coin  of  the 
re.dni;  contrary  to  the  statute  1,  Geo  IV.  c93. 

1  lie  house  that  is  building  for  the  duke  of  Wel- 
ling,on,  at  the  cost  ot  the  laborers  of  Great  Britain, 
by  the  act  of  their  government,  ii  to  be  one  llwusuuit 
mill  eight  hundred Jeet  long.'  that  is,  about  one-tliir<i 
of  a  mile.  Many  a  poor  wretch  will  be  starved  ier 
this.. 

Ihe  following  is  one  of  tUe  proclamations  post- 
ed up  by  the  Irish  disturbers  of  the  peace — "■lukc 
t/tis  do-wn  iiil .  dare.  Reason — We,  the  united  bocfy 
of  the  commissioners,  commisseraling  our  sad  state, 
and  determined  to  abolish  all  tithes,  taxes,  and  rent, 
do  offer  a  reward  of  80  pounds  for  the  head  of  a 
head  minister,  50  for  a  curate,  20  for  a  proctor,  and 
10  for  a  bailiff.  Mabshai.  Kock.." 

Some^ngular  reports  are  in  circulation,  with  res- 
pect to  jewellery,  to  no  less  an  amount  than  64,000^ 
furnished  by  a  well  known  house,  the  account  for 
which  was  recently  submitted  to  Mr,  Herries  cf 
the  treasury,  as  part  of  the  coronation  expenses, 
Mr.  Bochsa  is  now  in  treaty  with  madame  Cat  i- 
lini,  for  an  engagement  to  perforai  at  the  ensuing 
oratorios  at  Covent  garden  theatre.  The  lady  asks 
but  3,000nbr  her  services  for  the  season,  consist* 
iiig,  of  about  15  or  20  nights;  the  gentleman  ha« 
offered  2,000?  which  ofi'er  the  lady  has  thought 
proper  to  nject,  and  thus  the  matter  at  present 
lests. 

K  is  stated  that  at  a  public  sale  in  SlafTordshire, 
four  draught  horses  had  been  sold  for  5/.  the  first 
for  21.  10;  the  second  for  1/  7;  tlie  third  fori/.  3; 
and  the  fourth  for  10s — In  Barnstable,  on  the  22f{ 
January,  |)rime  beef  was  selling  at  one  penny  half 
penny,  (not  three  cents) a  pound. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  remitted  two  mil- 
lions  of  dollars,  in  the  slock  of  that  institution,  t» 
England,  for  sale;  upon  the  strength  of  whick 
they  were  drawing  bills  of  exchange,  atapreuiiun* 
of  12A  p  r  cent. 

U  is  said,  that  within  the  last  twelve  month^, 
the  under-wrileis  at  Lloya's,  have  paid  a  miihou 
for  losses. 

On  ihc  7th  of  February f. lord  Liverpool  gave  no- 
tice in  li.e  house  of  lord.s,  that  he  intended  tt» 
move  a  ]iOs'.;ionement  of  the  ordinary  business,  \n 
order  to  enter  upon  an  immediate  consideration  of 
the  state  of  Ireland;  the  information  received  by 
ministers  respecting  wtiici..  railed  for  prompt  and 
more  erricient  measures.  A  similar  motion  wajj 
made  in  the  house  uf  comnions,  the  same  evening, 
by  lord  Londoiiderry,  who  distinctly  stated,  that  it 
was  ilie  intention  of  his  m.ijesty's  ministers  to  pro- 
pose  the  re-enactment  of  the  insurrectionary  act. 
It  r.ppears,  from  an  official  digest  of  the  returr.a 
respecting  the  poor  rates  in  Kivj-land  and  Waley^ 
that  tiie  average  of  the  vears  1748 — 49 — 50  w^» 
G89,  971/;  and  that  for  1819-  20.  7,  329  594/.  sier- 
linp.  During  the  latter  vcar  the  sum  was  8,  672, 
252/. 

By  the  returns  of  the  jjoorin  England  and  Wales, 
it  appears,  that,  for  law  expenses  only,  in  the  year 
1819,  more  money  was  paid  than  the  whole  expen- 
diture for  the  king,  his  t:oiirt,  ministers,  judges, 
ambr.'^'iadnrs,  the  princes,  and  all  the  state  pf.n^'i  'H- 
ers  adieU  togelhc;.    The  whole  expeudes  of  the 
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poor  amount  to  a  sum  equal  to  ti  e  revenue  of  the  |      The  t'ollovving  is  presented  as  a  specimen  of  the 
e    peror  of  Russia,  who  n.iiijuainsan  army  of  amil-    manner    in   which   subjects  are    discussed   in  tite 


J.o'i  of  soldiers,  and  to  more  than  twice  the  expen- 
aes  ot  the  government  of  the  United  Sales. 

By  some  shght  notices  of  Kean,  tlie  placer-man, 
7n  the  London  jiapers,  it  seems  that  his  nods  and 
wjnics,  sudden  sians  and  awful  paus  s,  have  tf&ivz 
»nt  -  and  thi;t  it  is  no  lon^^er  fusluonable  to  believe 
til  .t  he  is,  (what  he  h,ni-.clf  thought  that  he  was), 
the  gre  itesi  man  that  ever  hved!  But  the  time 
Was  that  if  any  Oiie  doub^d  his  greatness,  it  only 
sli.wed  his  o*n  ignorance  or  envy!  Such  is  tashion 
— bm  truth  Will  prevail. 

lievpTiiie  and  tJ'fieiiilitiive — gen-^ral  summary.  In 
CO  e.  Great  Britain.  51  millions;  Ireland,  4^  do.; 
tntal  55^  do.  in  money.  Kxpenditure  interest  on 
funaed  debt,  30  do.;  do.  on  unfunded  debt,  1  do.; 
due  Khsi  Ina^a  company  and  (iieenwich  hospital, 
Sj  do.;  ex|)enses  of  ,t;overnment  18A;  total  52.  Ba- 
lance of  income  over  expenditure  J.i.st  year,  oA  do. 

Franc.  .Some  very  arbitratry  regulations  fiave 
been  adopted  to  put  d»wn  the  small  degree  ot 
.♦i-eedom  tiiat  remained  to  the  f)ress  in  France.— 
'J'lie  ministers  have  arranged  them  just  ae  they 
pleased. 

rhe  titingout  of  an  expedition  for  the  reduction 
•f  II  yti  was  suggested  in  the  chamber  of  deputies 
— tjiii  when  It  was  shtwn  that  not  less  than  oU.uO.' 
xn  i>  and  ^  veiy  large  Heet  would  be  required,  the 
project  was  silenced, 

'liie  late  English  papers  contain  a  translation  of 


chamber  of  deputies;  and  such  scexies  are  not  un- 
common: 

In  the  sittingof  the  3lst  Jan. on  the  clause  of  the 
bill  regulating  tne  censorship  ol  the  pres^  wiiicht 
relates  to  I'.btison  members  of  religion. 

"General  Foy  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  to 
substitute  the  woras  -functionary  of  re'igioti,'  fur 
(He  Words  *  ninisier  of  religion,'  and  ot  i-nprison- 
ment  from  one  month  to  a  year,  and  a  fine  of  from 
S'd^  to  iUUO  francs,'  tor  nrnprisonment  of  from  1.5 
days,'  &c.  'Before  {  develope  my,ameii<lment,'  said 
the  general,  '1  shall  say  sometlung  to  the  lust  speak- 
er, because  It  is  nearly  the  hundredth  time  that 
lie  has  rejieated  his  declaration  at  this  tribune.  The 
members  ot  the  opposition  have  always  been  faith- 
lul  to  their  oaths — yLangkter  on  the  ri^ht) — to  'he 
chief  of  all  oatiss,  that  ot  Hdcliiy  to  their  cou.iiry, 
Never  have  they  separated  themselves  fro  n  tiie 
soal  of  their  (  ouutry,  trum  the  mass  of  the  nation  — 
{^Brav^  on  the  left) — for  the  nation,  the  country* 
was  neither  at  Cooleniz  nor  Ghent,  it  was  upon 
the  natai  soil.  (  Vuilent  murmurs  on  the  right;  aft. 
fjlause  on  the  left) — You  speak  incessantly  of  tlie 
:.^Uth  .March.  Who  led  to  it.'  {Explosion  of  vdces 
on  both  miles.- — 'Tom'  'Tom.'  I'un^  interrvption, )~„ 
Who  ga  e  to  the  monarch  perhtiious  counsel,  with 
which,  upon  his  return,  he  reproached  his  govern- 
ment.' On  the  20th  of  Marcti  one  of  tiiose  phe. 
nomena  was  seen  which  appears  out  once  in  the 


♦he  annual  report  of  the  bank  of  France,  on  winch  lapse  of  ages — an  immense  po^ver  acting  at  o;ice 
the  editor  of  the  Times  makes  the  following  re-  upon  recollections,  upon  int^rrests,  u,jon  imagina* 
marks,  which  we  extract,  as  they  have  a  general  i  "ons:  Ihe  soldiers  who  were  stationed  between 
application  to  all  similar  institutions: —  I  Cannes  and  Paris  Hocked  into  the  presence  of  ti.eir 

"It  is  a  document  of  no  small  degree  of  curiosity;  jg>.neral,  (Bonaparte)  as  soon  as  thev  had  lieaM 
for  it  ..ficcts  nothing  stately  or  mysterious — it  makes  tiiai  he  had  landed.  Can  ittjc  wondered  at.'  {^f'lo. 
Jio  unreasonable  demands  on  the  blind  confidence  j/e?j<  i/i/funcpaon.     Ji  voice.-  -were  yoix    at    Cannes':^ 


nf  the  members  composing  the  corporation,  in  the 
integrity  or  discretion  of  the  iew  individuals  whom 
fhey  delegate  to  manage  their  Ht>'.>irs.  Every  item 
*»f  debt  and  credit,  of  proHt  and  loss,  is  brought  for- 
vard  with  franknv  ss  and  simplicity.  The  prospects 
cf  the  concern  are  e.xplained,  as  well  as  its  past  ope^ 


Other  voices.-  A'n,  he  commanded  for  tlu;  kmsr  at 
A'unies.)  An  immense  m.»ss  of  public  funclipna- 
ries  (^Inexpressibte  Cumuli.  A  voicec  Mr.  president; 
call  the  rash  speaker  to  order.) 

rhe  president — Pray,  gentlemen,  be  silent,  and 
allow  me  to  judge  whether  the  orator  is  in  or  out 


yations.     Yet,  strange  to  say,  with  all  tnjs  departure  .  of  order. 

irom  foreign  precedent,  the  jjrosperity  attained  to        O.i  another  occasion,  exclamation."!  were  hear^ 

f»y  the  bank  of  Fran'.e,  seems  no  less  striking  and  ( of,  'We  will  sleep  here!'  'You  are  partisans  of  dis- 


uncpiestionable,  than  the  clear  development  of  the 
means  which  led  to  it  is  characteristic  of  conscious 
jrectitude  and  honour. 

•»  rhe  bank  of  France  has  a  fixed  capital  amount- 


cord!'  'We  will  remain  here  until  midiiighil'  Sec 
&c.  Willie  M.  de  Serre  (late  keeper  of  tiie»eals> 
was  explaining,  in  answer  to  an  imputation,  a  iiiera- 
ber  called  to  him — 'You  deserve  a  patent  tor  igno- 


ing  to  90,00U,UUU  francs,  or  3,7o9,UUU/.;  on  which  !  ranee!'  and  towards  the  close  of  the  debate,  the 
.sum  there  has  been  distributed,  within  tlie  last  year,  1  president  himself  received  a  direct,  and  not  very- 
a  dividend  of  upwards  of  8  per  cent,  being  84  francs   courteous  contradiction  from  Mr.  Benjamin  Con. 
lor  each  share  of  1,00U  francs,  besides  a  reserved  1  stant. 
jirofii  of  12  per  cent,  more.  |      Spain  — They  write  from  Arevalo,  th.^t  one  of 


"  I  he  general  operations  of  the  bank  have,  with- 
5n  the  same  period,  acquired  a  greater  magnitude 
thai  ever.  The  bills  discounted  in  1820,  amounted 
to  254,000,000— in  1821,  they  increa.sed  to  384,000 
OOO.  'I'he  accounts  current,  during  the  same  peri- 
od, rose  from  544,000,000  to  6U5,000,OoO. 

"Again,  the  total  amount  of  receipts  and  pay 


the  deputies  nominated  for  liie  new  cones,  nad 
iately  passed  through  that  town,  who,  by  .ug  mo- 
desty, had  excited  much  curiosity,  lie  navels  on 
foot,  says  the  letter,  'ending  a  horse  which,  with  his 
harness  and  decorations,  cost  nine  dollars,  Hisgari? 
IS  more  than  modest;  but  his  head  and  his  ideas  are 
most  excellent.     Nor  does  he  travel  in  this  humble 


TJien  s,  during  the  last  y.-ar,  was  in  specie  546,924,    manner  on  account  of  his  poverty,  for  he  has  relin- 


103;  in  paper  7,049,708,  an  enormous  mass  of  pe 
cuniary  transactions,  especially  when  it  is  consi- 
dered that  these  were  exclusive  of  services  ren- 
dendto  the  public  treasury  by  which  some  mo- 
derate addition  was  made  to  the  dividend  on  the 
shares.  It  may  be  worth  remarking  in  conclusion, 
that  the  whole  current  expenses  of  this  great  na- 
tional establishment,  including  salaries  and  all  other 
»>uigoings,  do  not  exceed  the  sum  ot  461,000  francs, 
«r,»boul  l9,r,>QQl.  per  anflunB,"   . 


quished,  for  the  beneht  of  the  nation,  6uui;  reals 
given  him  by  the  province  for  his  journey,  atwl  has 
cancelled  fourteen  debts  of  arrearage  pay. 

By  files  of  the  Gibraltar  Chronicle,  recieved  at 
New  York,  it  appears  that  the  Spanish  cortes,  con- 
trary to  the  recommendation  of  the  king,  adopted, 
ontiie  I2ih  February  the  opinion  .>f  theircommiitet, 
relative  to  sending  commissioners  to  South  Ame- 
rica; and,  the  Oay  following,  thev  further  approved 
,  of  the  fallowing  tiiree  aduiuonal  propositions,  vizi 
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that  the  coites  should  annul  the  Cordova  conven- 
tion between  gttn.  O'Donojuand  the  Mexican  leader 
Iturbide,  as  also  any  other  treaty,  act,  or  stipulation, 
relative  to  the  acknowledgement  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  Mexico  by  the  same  general;  that  the 
government  be  urged  to  declare  to  other  govern- 
ments, that  Spain  has  not  given  up  her  right  to 
her  provinces  beyond  the  seas,  and  chat,  therefore, 
she -will  coTisider  as  a  vio/atioii  of  the  existing  treaties, 
the  partial  or  absolute  acknowledgement  of  their  imle- 
pendence  before  the  differences  betiveeii  them  and  the 
mother  country  shall  have  been  ailjusted,- — and  lastly, 
that  govei'ument  be  likewise  urged  to  endeavor,  by 
every  possible  means,  to  preserve,  and  speedily  to 
reinforce,  such  points  in  those  countries  as  still  main- 
tain their  relations  with  the  mother  country,  and 
refuse  to  make  common  cause  with  the  malcontents. 
(i;j="Ti>is  gives  to  the  state  of  affairs  a  very  different 
appearance  from  what  ihey  were  represented,  by 
way  of  Paris. 

JVaples. —  rhe  proceedings  against  the  conspira- 
tors of  1820  Iiave  terminated;  the  number  condemned 
amounts  to  110. 

Russia. — Exports  to  the  United  States  from  St. 
Petersburg  in  the  year  1S21,  in  78  American  ves- 
sels— 3921  casks  of  tallow;  275,976  poods  of  iron; 
515,639,  do  of  clean  hemp;  41,665  do  outshot;  1,315 
half  clean;  2,143  do  of  12  head  flax,  and  1,535  do  of 
bristles. 

In  the  year  1819,  there  v/ere  1,522,134  births  in 
the  Russian  empire,  viz:  796,426  males  and  725,708 
females -90,686  more  than  in  the  year  1818. — 
The  deaths  were  919,109 — viz:  467,668  males  and 
451,441  females— 44,102  more  than  in  1818.  The 
births  exceed  the  deaths  by  603,025;  of  the  latter 
233,697  were  of  males  under  5  years  old. 

It  appears  from  the  tables,  that  if  the  deaths  of 
persons  under  10  years  of  age  are  deducted,  the 
greatest  mortality  in  Russia,  for  any  period  of  5 
years,  takes  place  at  the  age  of  from  60  lo-65  years. 

Among  the  deaths  of  the  male  sex  (the  age  of 
the  females  is  not  stated)  there  were  18,741  above 
80;  5,754  above  90;  1,094  above  100;  324  above  105; 
179  above  110;  90  above  115;  56  above  120;  23 
above  125;  13  above  130,  and  two  the  extraordina- 
ry age  of  between  140  and  150. 

Turkey,  &c.  Peace  with  the  Persians  appears 
to  have  been  the  result  of  negociation,  through 
the  mediation  of  a  Sheik— after  which  the  Persians 
retreated  with  much  haste  to  their  own  country, 
from  the  neighborhood  of  Bagdad.  The  power  of 
this  people  is  much  over-rated. 

A  London  paper  says — a  letter  from  an  officer  on 
board  his  majesty's  ship  Seringapatam,  at  Zante, 
states  that  a  skirmish  had  taken  place  between  tluit 
ship  and  some  Greek  soldiers;  tliat  one  of  the  in- 
sulted men,  belonging  to  the.'Seringapatam,  was  ul- 
timately  murdered,  for  which  crime  six  Greek  sol- 
diers have  since  been  hanged  and  gibbeted  on  the 
top|  of  the  highest  hill  in  the  island. — A  tolerable 
specimen  of  retaliation! 

Africa.  Tlie  Caff  rees  are  at  war  with  the  British 
again,  and  appear  to  have  caused  much  uneasiness 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for  the  colony  lately 
established  at  Algoa  bay. 

Mr.  Beechy,  at  Tripoli,  was  about  staHing  on 
Lis  expedition  into  Lybia — the  bey  had  afforded 
him  every  facility  in  his  power. 

Colombia,  Sec.  Bolivar,  at  the  head  of  a  power- 
ful army,  is  said  to  have  marched  ''to  Popayan,  to 
open  a  campaign  against  the  unfortunate  province 
of  Quito" — in  which,  from  this,  we  presume  there 
is  some  disturbance.  All  else  appears  to  be  entire- 
ly quiet,  and  commerce  was  reviving.     Vticalan  is 


declared  independent,  and  the  people  ot  the  terri. 
tory  of  the  ibthmus.  having  held  a  council  at  Pana. 
ma,  have  decreed  that  they  belong  to  the  republic 
of  Colombia,  and  would  send  deputies  to  llie  con- 
gress. They  ask  of  liolivar  a  snr.all  body  of  men  to 
gi'.rrison  some  of  the  most  important  points. 

JJf'xico, — The  royalists  still  held  the  castle  at 
Vera  Cruz — flags  were  often  passed  between  the 
castle  and  the  town,  possessed  by  the  patriots.  It 
is  stated  that  the  first  congress  sat  at  Mexico  on 
tiie  24th  February.  Perfect  harmony  subsisted 
lliroughout  the  empire.  An  ambassador  had  been 
si-nt  to  Spain  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  one  of 
the  royal  family  as  emperor  (  f  Mexico,  provided  he 
would  live  in  the  empire.  It  was,  liowever  expect- 
ed, than  Don  ,hi;,nisti;i  de  hwbide,  chief  of  the  in^ 
dependents,  v/ould  be  elected.  The  royalists  had 
generally  emigrated  to  Spain  and  her  provinces^ 
wi'h  their  valuable  property. 

Lat£St  news.  London  papers  of  the  13th  Feb. — 
Parliament  has  re-enacted  the  Irish  insurrectionary 
act,  and  repealed  the  habeas  corpus,  in  respect  to 
Ireland; — for  the  proceedings  198,  aga.nst  thena 
68.  The  insurrection  bill,  says  a  London  paper, 
gives  to  magistrates  a  right  to  enter  into  the  most 
retired  and  delicate  part  of  any  dwelling  house, 
and,  if  refused  admittance,  to  force  the  chamoers 
even  of  females.  By  this  act,  any  man  found  out 
of  his  house,  between  sunset  and  sunrise,  any  per- 
son found  drinking  in  a  public  house  in  the  same 
period,  whether  a  traveller  or  not — any  owner  or 
occupier  of  a  house,  absent  from  home  within  the 
same  period — any  person,  in  whose  possession 
either  arms  or  ammunition  are  found — all  these 
are  liable  to  transportation  for  seven  years;  and 
this,  too,  without  the  interference  of  a  grand  jury 
by  bill- without  the  petty  jury  by  their  verdict, 
and  without  allowing  the  grieved  party  any  satis- 
factory appeal. 

Nothing  has  transpired  relative  to  the  determi- 
mination  of  the  emperar  of  Russia  in  regard  to 
Turkey.  It  is  denied  that  the  Porte  has  agreed  to 
his  ultim.itum, 

A  treasury  order  has  issued  to  permit  the  use  of 
wheat  in  malting  and  distilling  in  England,  The 
accounts  from  Ireland  shew  thai  the  disorderly 
spirit  is  greatly  increasing.  Tiie  government  is 
said  to  have  resolved  to  borrow  four  millions,  to  be 
loaned  to  the  agriculturalists  at  a  low  rate  of  inte- 
rest and  on  easy  security. 

The  French  law  of  the  press  is  published — it  is 
completely  tyrannical. 


Laud  Office  Examinations,  Szc. 

HOUSE  OF  llErnESENTATIVES,   MARC'I  29,   1822. 

Mr.  JMcJAine,  from  a  select  committee,  deliver- 
ed in  the  following  report,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  se- 
veral communications  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  of  the  28th  January,  and  I8th  February, 
1822,  in  obedience  to  several  resolutions  of  tlie 
house  of  representatives  of  the  4th  .January,  and 
February,    1822,  respecting  the  manner  in 


which  the  several  land  ofKces  have  been  examined, 
by  whom  examined,  and  the  moneys  paid  for  such 
examination,  Zi.c.  having  examined  the  subject 
submitted  to  them  with  great  deliberation,  make 
the  following  report: 

That,  by  \he  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  it  is 
made  "the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  cause,  at  least  once  every  year,  the  books  of 
the  officers  of  the  land  offices  to  be  examined. 
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and  the   balunce  of  public  moneys  in  the  hands 
of  the  several  receivers  of  public  mon  ys  of  the 
said   offices,  to  be   ascertained."     Tiiat,  previous 
to  the  J  ear  1816,  this  examination  liad  been  rnade 
by  persons  rcsidnifjin  the  vicinity  of  the  respective 
otticci;  bul,  in  progress  of  time,  the  augmentation 
in  tiie  r.  ceipls  of  tlies>    ofilc^  s  rendere.l  more  in 
formation  necessary,  and  gave  an   importance  to 
tlte  ex  mir.cition,  whi  h  it  had  not  previously  pos 
sessed.     These  circu'Tis'ances  proved  thi-  inade 
qua.  y  of  tlie  old  sys'.em,an  !,  in  I816,  induced  the 
late  \jr.  Dallu",  then  secretary  of  the  tri  asury,  to 
diivc:  til  -  exaiiimHtio-i  to  be  mude  by  one  of  the 
clerk .   of  the   general   land   orlice,   who  was  also 
pc-imitted  to  m.dce  a  similar  examination  in  1817; 
and  received  for  his  services,  in  each  year,  at  tlie 
rati,  of  three  d^^liars  per  day,  in  addition  to  Ins  sa 
lar>  as  cie.rlc.     Tnat,  since  llie  year  1817,  the  exa 
mination    lias  been  made  by  ]>ersons  discoimecli'd 
wi'h  the   department,  and  w  lO  liave  receivt-d  for 
theirservices,  at  tne  rate  of  six  lollars  per  day,  an  1 
SIX  iicllais  for  every  twenty  miles  travel. 

Tiiat,  in  the  y-ar  1821,  Jesse  B.  i'homas,  esc[.  a 
s  n  itor  of  the  United  States,  from  Illinois,  was 
permitted,  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  ex 
ai  ine  the  offi:-esin  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Mis- 
souri, for  which,  as  appeirs  by  the  documents  be 
fo  e  the  committee,  he  received  a  sum  amounting 
to  the  allowance,  which  has  been  establislied  since 
the  year  1817.  That  the  principal  indiicemeitl  to 
pevmit  the  said  Jesse  B  'I'homas  to  make  the  ex- 
:>mination,  as  stated  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, appears  to  havL-  been  an  expectation,  that 
he  would  be  enabled  to  secure  to  t!i=  United  States 
a  large  amount  of  public  mone>  in  the  bank  of 
Vincennes,  at  the  time  tliat  bank  siopijed  payment, 
which  service  he  performed,  and  for  which  he 
lias  not  received  or  demanded  any  compensation. 

Although  the  committee  consider  the  duty  of 
suggesting  or  recommending  any  alteration  in  the 
H  ode  of  examiningthe  Ian  !  offices,  to  be  properly 
v.ithin  the  province  of  the  committee  on  public 
lands,  to  v/hom  this  part  of  the  subject  naturally 
refers  its  If,  they  are  nevertlieles-;,  free  to  declare 
it  astheir  opinion,  that  the  public  inferest  does  not 
require  any  change  in  the  mode  which  has  been 
pursued  since  tlie  year  1817. 

The  committee  presume,  however,  that  this 
was  the  least  important  object  of  the  reference  of 
the  subjc'-t  to  them;  and  that  the  design  principally 
was,  that  they  should  consider  and  report  upon  the 
eflect  of  permilting  Jesse  15.  Thomns,  esq.  a  Sena 
tor  of  the  United  States,  to  examine  the  said  oiH 
ces,  in  1821,  in  which  it  has  been  supposed  that 
both  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
act  of  congress  "concerning  contracts,"  passed  the 
21st  of  .April,  1808,  have  been  violated. 

Although  the  commiUee  freely  admit  the  power 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  house  of  representative.^,  to 
guard  the  purity  of  our  institutions  from  violations, 
wiiich  it  is  the  peculiar  province  of  congrtfss  or  of 
the  people  to  punish  or  remedy;  they  cannot  re 
cogniz'  either  its  justice  or  dignity,  in  conducting 
ex  parte  investigations  into  breaches  of  highly  pe- 
nal statutes,  and  the  commission  of  misdemeanors 
amenable  by  the  laws  to  a  different  tribunal.  Such 
precedents  might  lead,  in  worse  times,  to  conse- 
quences of  a  ruiuous  and  most  troublesome  cha- 
racter. They  might  be  used  to  authorize  congress 
to  become  the  expositors  of  their  own  laws,  or 
improperly  to  throw  the  weight  of  their  opinion 
inl  1  the  deliberations  of  the  legitimate  tribunals. 
They  would  be  very  apt  to  be  seized  upon  to  pro- 
duce public  excitement,  and  be  perverted  to  t'lu 


purposes  of  ambitious  men  and  individual  resent, 
ments. 

At  the  same  time,  the  committee  would  not  be 
understood  as  ascribing  the  present  investigation 
to  siicn  motives,  arid.  .<3  weli  00  tliis  account,  as 
fmm  a  just  sense  of  the  policy  of  our  instuuiions, 
and  the  character  of  the  indiv.dual.5  concerned, 
they  submit  to  the  house  the  general  views  which 
they  are  (constrained  to  entertain. 

(he  CO  nmiitee  are  clenrly  of  opinion,  that  the 
examination  of  the  land  offices  by  Jesse  B.  I'ho- 
mas, esq.  Was  not  a  violation  of  the  coustitution  of 
tiie  United  States. 

That  instrument  forbids  the  appolnt?nent  of 
members  of  congress,  during  the  tiNie  for  which 
tht^  Were  elected,  to  any  civil  office,  created,  of 
tlie  emolumenls  whereof  s:ial!  have  been  increased, 
during  tlial  lime;  and,  also,  prevents  any  person 
lioldmg  an  office  unfierthe  governmeii-,  from  be- 
ing a  merTiber  of  cciigre>J3  during  his  continuance 
in  oliice. 

riie  object  was  to  take  from  congress  the  means 
or  inducement  of  creating  pb.ce  or  emo  ument  for 
themselv.'s,  and  thereby  guard  tlie  rights  and  inte- 
rests of  the  people  from  the  encroaciip.ient  of  exe- 
cutive power,  riie  committee  are  the  advocates 
of  this  policy,  and  would  be  the  last  to  weaken  its 
influence  in  the  government.  But  the  case  of  Mp. 
riiomas  is  cl  arl/  not  within  the  words  or  the  spi- 
rit  of  the  firsi ,  and  if  it  could  be  considered  as  em- 
braced ill  the  latter  clause,  his  appointment  would, 
nevcrtiieless,  be  cons'itutional,  since  only  the  hold- 
ing incompatible  offices,  at  the  same  time  is  proh- 
bited,  with  which  idea  the  daily  practice  of  the 
goveriim(  nt,  from  its  organization,  is  in  strict  con- 
formity. In  fact,  the  congress  of  the  U  States  iias 
hitherto  been  the  theatre  on  which  the  ablest  men 
of  our  country  have  become  distinguished  for 'neir 
virtue  and  intelligence,  and  recommended  tii-  n^ 
selves  t  )  the  liighest  horors  and  places  in  the  go. 
vernment.  The  same  theatre  has  matured  their 
experience,  and  conducted  our  greatest  statesmen 
to  the  executive  and  judicial  departmei.ts  at  home, 
and  to  foreign  courts  abroad,  with  equal  advan- 
tage to  the  ornament  and  real  interests  of  the  na- 
tion 

If  therefore,  there  could  be  such  an  incompati- 
bility as  is  imagined,  it  would  tlien  resolve  itself 
iutothe  question,  whetlier  Mr,  Tliomas,  by  accept- 
ing the  appointment,  had  vacated  his  seat  in  the 
senate,  and  with  that  body  your  committee  would, 
in  tliat  case,  be  di.sposed  to  leave  it. 

But,  your  comm  ttee  are  of  opinion,  tiiat  the  duty 
of  examining  the  land  offices  is  net  such  an  office 
as  was  contemplated  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  opinion  seems  to  have  re- 
ceived the  sanction,  and  regulated  tlie  practice  of 
tlie  government,  since  the  adoption  of  ttie  consti- 
tution, by  those  who  bore  a  principal  share  in  com- 
posing it;  and  must,  tlierefore,  be  supposed  to  have 
understood  its  tchI  import. 

The  committee  refer  to  the  appointment  of  Jlr. 
Tracy,  a  senator  of  the  United  States,  by  presi- 
dent Adams,  in  the  year  1800,  to  inspect  the  posts 
on  the  northern  and  nortliwesteru  frontier.  For 
this  service,  Mr.  Tracy  received  a  liberal  compen- 
sation, and  extra  mileage,  which  is  stated  on  the 
records  of  the  senate  of  that  day.  Under  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Jefferson,  \!r.  Dawson,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  representatives,  trom  Vjrginia, 
was  appointed  as  the  bearer  of  a  treaty  to  F  rai.ce, 
and  was  pm  1  for  performing  the  duly;  and,  during 
theadniinislration  of  the  same  president,  VIr.  Smith, 
a  senator  trom  Ttjiinessee,  vas  appointed  a  com* 
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missioiier  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  and  actually 
executed  two  treaties,  under  this  appointment. — 
Tliey  also  refer  to  the  instance,  at  a  scill  more  re- 
cent period,  during  the  administration  of  presi- 
dent Madison,  of  the  appointment  of  Mr  Worth- 
jngton,  a  senator,  and  Mr.  Morrow,  a  representa- 
tive, fi"om  Oluo,  to  negociate  with  tlie  Indians.  In 
each  of  tl'.ese  cases,  the  individuals  referred  to,  ex- 
ecuted the  trusts  confided  to  them,  still  retained 
their  seats  in  congress;  and  in  the  senate,  passed 
upon  their  own  acts.  The  committee  content 
themselves  with  these  instances,  without  enumer- 
ating  others,  as  afiordinga  clear  exposition  of  this 
clause  in  the  constitution. 

The  act  of  congress,  which  it  is  supposed  has 
been  violated  by  permitting  Mr.  Thomas  to  exa- 
mine the  land  offices,  was  passed  tlie  21st  April, 
J  808,  and  is  entitled  "An  act  concerning  con- 
tracts." 

The  fiist  section  provides,  that,  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  no  member  of  congress 
shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  himself,  or  by  any  other 
•person  whatsoever,  in  trust  for  him,  or  for  his  use 
or  benefit,  or  on  his  account,  undertake,  execute, 
hold,  or  enjoy,  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  any  con- 
tract or  agreement  hereafter  to  be  made  or  enter- 
fd  into  with  any  officer  of  the  United  States,  in 
their  behalf,  or  with  any  person  authorized  to 
make  contracts  on  the  part  of  the  United  States; 
und,  further,  imposes  a  penalty  on  any  member  of 
congress  so  offending. 

The  act  further  provides,  "that  if  any  officer  of 
tlie  United  States,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  make  or  enter  into 
any  contract,  bargain,  or  agreement,  in  writing  or 
otherwise,  other  than  those  therein  excepted,  on 
conviction  thereof,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  liigh  mis- 
demeanor, and  fined  in  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
dollars." 

The  5th  section  provides,  that,  "after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  dut}-  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  secretary  of  war,  secretary  of  the 
■navy,  and  postmaster  general,  annually,  to  lay  be- 
fore  congress  a  statement  of  all  the  contracts  which 
liave  been  made  in  their  respective  departments 
during  the  year  preceding  such  report,"  &c. 

Without  meaning  to  pronounce  any  opinion, 
whether  a  court  of  justice  would  so  interpret  the 
law  as  to  be  applicable  to  the  case  of  the  examina- 
tion of  the  land  office  by  Mr.  Thomas,  the  com- 
mittee are  aware  that  the  words  are  extremely 
broad,  and,  if  such  couhl  be  supposed  to  be  their 
true  intent  and  meaning,  wotild  be  capable  of  em- 
bracing every  imaginable  case  in  which  a  member 
of  congress  could  be  called  to  perform  any  dutv, 
or  render  any  service  in  behalf  of  the  U.  States,  and 
wliich,  by  any  possibility,  could  be  termed  a  "con- 
tract, bargain,  or  agreement." 

Tliey  could  especially  be  extended  to  the  ap- 
pointment to  negociate  treaties,  whether  the  mem 
ber  should  afterwards  resign  or  not;  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  printers  to  publish  the  laws  of  the 
"United  States;  and  to  the  employment  of  counsel 
in  causes  in  which  the  United  States  have  an  inte- 
rest— than  none  of  which,  it  i%  apprehended,  is  the 
duty  of  examining  the  land  offices  more  plainly 
within  the  scope  of  the  words.  But,  by  the  cotem- 
porary  practice  which  occasioned  the  law,  and 
nhich  followed,  its  enactment,  among  those  who 
v/ere  liable  to  its  provisions,  and  alway-s  disposed 
to  comply  with  its  terms;  who  either  aided  in  mak 
ing,  or  lived  and  were  familiar  in  the  times  and 
circumstances  in  which  it  was  made,  and  were  con- 
versant with  the  men  ai;>(l  their  objects,  by  whom 


it  was  passed;  it  has  received  a  different  construc- 
tion, and  has  never  been  considered  as  prohibiting 
any  of  the  employments  above  enumerated. 

From  the  organization  of  the  government,  down 
to  the  passing  of  the  law  in  18'J8,  it  had  been  usual 
to  give  such  appointments  to  members  of  congress, 
and  though  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Tracy,  his  demand 
for  mileage  was  not  deemed  reasonable,  neither 
the  legality  or  policy  of  the  usage  had  ever  been 
questioned.  But,  in  the  years  18'J7  and  1808, 
John  Smith,  a  senator  from  Oliio,  had  entered 
largely  into  contracts  with  the  war  department, 
for  supplying  the  northwestern  army;  and  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  a  representative  from  Kentucky,  had 
numerous  contracts  with  the  postmaster  general, 
for  carrying  the  mail.  These  contracts  had  pro- 
duced consideralile  excitement  in  congress,  where 
their  influence  had  been  munife.sted;  and  especially 
the  former,  under  the  supposition  that  John  Smith 
hud  become  connected  with  the  schemes  of  A. 
Burr,  and  used  his  contract  to  subserve  them.  Af- 
ter a  fruitless  attempt  to  expel  him  from  his  seat 
in  the  senate,  the  law  in  question  was  passed. 
From  the  date  of  this  law,  all  contracts,  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  two  last,  ceased  to  be  given  to  mem- 
bers of  congress;  while  all  other  trusts  and  agen- 
cies, as  before  referred  to,  continued  to  be  given, 
and  the  returns  from  the  different  departments 
made  accordingly,  without  serious  complaint. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Worthington  and  Mr. 
Morrow,  both  active  in  their  respective  places,  in 
passing  the  law  of  1808,  as  commissioners  to  ne- 
gociate with  the  Indians,  was  made  very  soon  af- 
ter the  law  was  passed,  and  by  president  Madison, 
who  was  secretary  of  state  at  the  time  of  its  enact- 
ment, and  could  no  more  be  supposed  to  be  igno- 
rant of  its  general  objects,  than  disinclined  to  obey 
its  injunctions  in  their  true  spirit  and  meaning.* 

It  is  believed  by  the  committee  that  the  late 
William  Finkney  was  employed  as  counsel  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  while  he  was  a  member 
of  the  house  of  representatives  from  Maryland, 
and  argued  some  causes  in  the  supreme  court,  and 
received  a  liberal  compensation  for  his  services. 
It  appears,  too,  that,  in  1818,  upon  the  occasion  of 
certain  complaints  made  at  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  against  a  receiver  of  public 
moneys  at  Vincennes,  the  present  chief  magis- 
trate of  the  United  States,  directed  the  senators 
from  Indiana  to  investigate  the  subject,  and  though 
the  investigation  did  not  proceed,  one  of  the  sena- 
tors, who  lived  at  a  distance,  and  attended  for  the 
purpose,  was  afterwards  allowed  his  travelling  ex- 
penses. On  another  occasion,  in  the  )'ear  1819, 
the  hon.  Benjamin  Ruggles  was  directed  to  aid  the 
superintendent  of  the  Cumberland  road,  in  taking 
proper  security  from  the  persons  entering  into  the 


*JVote  by  the  editor  of  the  Register, — Though  it 
does  not  seem  necessary  to  add  the  documents, 
generally,  that  accompany  this  report,  we  feel  it 
due  to  the  subject  to  call  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  one  of  them,  which  we  are  rather  sur- 
prized  that  the  committee  did  not,  at  this  place, 
allude  to:'  its  amount  is  as  follows — col.  K.  M. 
Johnson  and  judge  Morrow,  at  that  time  both 
ir.embers  of  congress,  were  appointed,  on  the  24th 
.May,  1814,  to  treat  with  the  northwestern  Indians: 
but  this  appointment  was  revoked  on  tlie  31st  of 
the  same  month,  by  gen.  Armstrong,  then  secre- 
tary of  war,  by  direction  of  president  Madison, 
who  had  not  before  ndverteil  to  the  fart  that  the  ac- 
ceptance ivetdd  vacate  their  seats  in  congress.  See 
document  No.  81,  page  12. 
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contracts,  and  received  from  the  superintendent 
scveniy  two  dollars  tor  his  strvices. 

Ill  the  department  of  state,  there  exist  few  oc- 
casions for  gnving  a  construction  to  this  law  "con- 
cerning public  contracts;"  though,  in  this  depart- 
ment, the  emplovment  of  a  member  of  congress, 
being  the  editor  of  a  newspaper,  to  print  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  has  not  been  considered  by 
John  Quiiicy  Adams,  esq.  "or  by  his  predecessors, 
as  prohibited  by  the  act  of  rongreas,  or  asconiing 
»t  all  within  its  purview"— accordingly,  your  com- 
mittee find  that  JaiTifs  J.  Wilson,  esq.  a  senator 
from  tlie  state  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  editor  of  the 
Trenton  True  American,  was  employed  to  print 
the  laws,  durmgthe  time  he  was  senator,  from  1815 
to  1821,  nnufrom  the  year  1804. 

In  t  e  navy  department,  the  committee  hare 
liean!  of  no  particular  cases,  or  of  any  particular 
practice,  other  than  that  arismg  from  the  annual 
returns  under  the  iifth  section,  wliich  are  exclu- 
sively confined  to  contracts  for  leork  and  eiipfilips. 

Tiie  committee  believe  it  to  have  been  usual  in 
the 


this  practical  construction  there  has  been  an  uni- 
formity, which  could  scarcely  have  resulted  from 
any  thing  else  than  a  universal  impression  of  the 
real  meaning  of  the  law  Dy  the  .5th  section  it  has 
been  perceived,  that  the  secretarj  of  the  treasury, 
secr-rtary  of  war,  and  of  the  navy,  and  the  postmas- 
ter general,  are  directed  to  make  annual  statements 
to  congress,  of  such  contracts,  made  in  their  re- 
spective departments,  as  are  comprehended  In  the 
law.  But  in  none  of  these  returns,  which  have 
been  annually  made,  are  included  any  of  the  cases 
enumerated,  -.vheiher  the  service  had  been  performed 
by  a  member  of  congress,  or  any  other  pc-r.^rm,  and 
under  the  idea  that  these  were  not  of  the  descrip- 
ti')n  of  contracts  to  which  the  law  had  retereiice; 
the  returns  embrace  only  contracts  for  labor,  for 
furnishing  supplies,  and  for  carrying  the  nnail; 
a'ld  it  is  also  worthy  of  observation,  that,  though 
this  5th  section  designs  to  co  npel  a  return  of 
all  contracts  within  the  law.it  does  not  require 
any  such  return  trom  the  department  of  state,  in 
which,  though  it  is  true  no  such  contracts  as  gave 
are  ever  made,  it  has,  nevertlieles-^. 


e  w,r  departivent,  also,  to  enploy  merjibf.rs  nfi  rise  to  tte  law 
r,oi!«rres.^  as  counsel  in  behalf  of  tiie  United  States, :  an  extensive  pntrouig^,  a  part  of  which  is  that  of  au- 
and"th*y  refer  particularly  to  the  instances  of  Mr.  i  thor;z:ng  the  publication  of  the  laws,  which  may 
Bai'lwin,  of  the  house  of  r  prf^sentativ-is,  and  of!  bf.  disp-nsed  to  members  of  congres.s  and,  as  we 
Ml-  fio  Iney,  of  Delaware,  of  the  senate,  employed  :  have  se'  n,  falling  clearly  within  the  general  scope 
anc.  paid  as  counsel,  under  the  direction  of  the  pre-  j  of  the  words  of  the  law  of  IHoS.  Neither  has  It 
sent  secretarv  of  war.*  been  usual,  or  t'eemed  necessary,  to  make  a  record. 

The  committee  refer,  al  -o,  to  the  rase  of  a  mem-    in  either  of  the  departments,  of  any  such  instances. 


ber  ->f  the  house  of  representatives  in  the  present 
congr-  «s  who  is  •employed,  under  the  authority  of 
the  w   r  department,  as  a  superintendent  of  a  firti 


whether  the  service  was  performed  by  a  member' 
of  congress,  or  others,  pursuant  to  the  law,  rj- 
quiring  all  contracts  made  by  the  respective  de- 


ficaiion  of  he  United  St,-,tes,  for  which  he  receives   partments.in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  be  re- 
an  annual  compensation.!  corded. 

Upon  these  instances  the  committee  forbear  any  I      The  committee  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
comment;  proceeding  to  remark,  however,  that  in  I  referring  to  these  instances,  and  to  this  course  of 

. , 1_ . I  practice  to  justify  or  excuse  an  error  in  one  depart- 

1  lie  secretary  of  war,  in  -jl  letter  dated  the  5th  }  ment  by  detecting  similar  abuses  in  others;  nor  as  af- 


April,  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
.says  there  is  a  mistake  about  the  employment  of 
Mr.  Honney  and  Mr.  Baldwin  by  the  department, 
[It  appears  that  Mr.  Rodney  was  employed  some- 
time previous  to  /;/  y  1820,  and  paid  for  his  services 
on  the  8th  A'ov.  in  the  same  year.  He  was  elect- 
ed in  October  1820,  to  serve  after  the  6th  of  March 
1821,  but  not  qualified  until  Dec.  in  that  year;  so 
he  was  not  employed  while  a  member  of  congress. 
And  Mr.  Baldwin,  it  seems,  was  only  engaged, 
previous  to  taking  his  seat  in  1817,  by  major  Wool- 
ley,  of  the  ordnance,  in  the  case  of  a  soldier  indict- 
ed for  murder,  for  which,  even  yet  he  had  not  re- 
ceived any  compensation.  This  happened  before 
Mr.  Calhoun  came  into  office.  Mr.  B.  about  the 
same  time,  was  also  employed  by  certain  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  dispose  of  some  lots,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  United  -States,  at  Pittsburg,  for  which 
he  received  100  dollars]: — but  "it  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained, from  the  records  of  this  office,  that  any  part 
of  the  service  was  rendered  subsequent  to  the  time 
of  his  taking  his  seat  in  congress." 

|In  the  case  of  "a  member  of  the  hou^e  of  repre- 
sentatives in  the  present  congress,"  it  is  understood 
that  Mr.  Hill,  from  Main,  is  referred  to;  and  it  ap- 
pears that  he  was  employed  by  gen.  Uipley,  in 
1816,  to  take  charge  of  the  fort  and  other  public 
property  at  Fhippsburg,  and  that  he  has  received 
a  compensation  averaging  §116  50  per  annum. — 
These  accounts  were  never  si-ibmitted  to  the  war 
department — the  auditors  having  considered  the 
authority  of  the  commanding  officer  as  sufficient  for 
their  allowance.  .Mr.  Calhoun  says  in  conclusion, 
that  he  had  no  '"knowledge  that  Mr.  Hill  wa^  so 
^inployed." 


fording  an  intf^rpretation  which,  if  erroneous, 
should  have  the  force  of  judicial  decision;  but 
merely  as  the  means  by  which  the  objects  and 
meaning  of  the  law  mav  be  ascertained,  as  illu.stra. 
tive  of  the  sense  in  v/hich  its  provisions  have  been 
received  and  understood  by  the  most  distinguished 
statesman,  and  the  able«!t  constitutional  lawyers  of 
the  country,  and  by  the  common  consent  of  all 
whose  duty  it  was  to  obey  tliem. 

They  refer  to  them,  as  demonstrating  a  cotem- 
poraneous  practical  construction,  which  has  pre- 
vailed, without  concert,  in  all  of  the  departments, 
and  to  which  an  officer,  entering  the  office  long  af- 
ter the  construction  h.ad  become  adopted,  might 
naturally  conform  his  conduct. 

On  the  whole,  the  committee  have  seen  nothing 
in  the  case  submitted  to  them,  which  can  lead  to 
the  presumption,  that  either  of  the  individuals  con- 
cerned  had  any  intention  either  to  violate  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  or  to  abuse  or  disregard  the  spirit 
and  policy  of  our  institutions. 

They  are  of  opinion,  that  the  employment  of  Mr. 
Thomas  to  examine  the  land  offices,  originated  in  a 
desire  honestly  to  discharge  an  important  public 
dutv;  that  the  peculiar  importance  of  the  trust  at 
the  time,  and  tlie  character  and  elevatirm  of  the  in- 
dividual employed,  were  calculated  rather  to  invite 
than  forbid  the  selection.  Nor  have  the  committee 
any  reason  to  believe  that  tite  duty  lias  not  been 
faithfully  performed,  and  in  a  manner  conducive  to 
the  public  good. 

Under  these  circumstance!?,  and  with  such  ii";- 
pressions,  the  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  single  out  this  case  for  particular  animadversion, 
or  to  pronounce  upon  the  comprehensiveness  ov 
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precise  irapon.  of  the  act  of  18'J8.  Tliey  content 
themselves  with  refeinng^  to  the  construction  which 
it  lias  uniforml}'  receixed  in  practice,  and  lo  the 
conviction  that  the  pu'jhc  jjootl,  and  not  any  sinis 
ter  or  improper  purpose,  was  inlendeil;  and  they 
therefore  recommend  the  following;  resolution: 

Resolved,    That  the   committee   be    discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 


Reduction  of  the  Navy. 

HOUSE    OF    HF.PRESESTATITf.S,    MAKCR  29. 

A  bill  to  fix  and  render  permanent  the  naval  esta- 
blishment of  the  United  States. 

Se  it  enacted  di/  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as 
sembled.  That  the  naval  ptace  establishment  of  tJie 
United  States  shall  from  and  after  the  day  of 

consist  of  one  rear  admiral,  five  commo- 
dores, nineteen  captains  twenty-three  master  com- 
mandants, one  hundred  and  forty  lieutenants,  twen- 
ty sailing  masters,  four  hundred  midshiprTicn,  twen- 
ty-five siirj^eoiis,  thirty  surg'eoiis'  mates,  thirty-six 
pursers,  sii  chaplains,  twenty  boatswains,  twenty 
gunners,  twenty  carpenters,  twenty  sail  makers; 
and  of  all  other  offi. -i-s,  petty  oRicers,  seamen, 
ordinary  seamen,  and  boys,  a  number  not  exceed- 
infj  tliree  thous.ind  and  tiiree  hundred;  but  the  pre- 
sideiit  of  the  United  States  may,  if  iu  his  opinion 
the  good  of  tlie  service  shall  rt  quire  it,  make  ad 
ditional  appointments  of  midshipmen:  Provided, 
however.  That  the  whole  number  of  midshipmen 
shall  net,  at  any  one  time,  exceed  four  hundred 
und  fifty.  The  president  siiall  also  have  the  power, 
if  in  his  opinion  the  exigencies  or  the  good  of  the 
service  should  require  it,  to  give  acting  appoint- 
iTients  of  lieutenants  and  master  to  such  midsliip- 
3nen  as  have  passed  the  examination,  required  by 
the  regulations  of  the  service,  to  qualify  them  to 
be  lieutenants  in  the  navy:  Provided,  The  whole 
number  of  acting  lieutenants  and  masters,  includ- 
ing those  liolding  commissions  and  warrants,  shall 
not  exceed  one  hundred  and  ninety  lieutenants  and 
sailing  masters.  And  the  president  shall  also  have 
the  power  to  appoint  such  additional  chaplains, 
boatswains,  gunners,  carpenters  and  sail  makers, 
as  the  good  of  the  service  may,  in  his  opinion,  re- 
quire, not  exceeding,  however,  ten  chaplains,  ten 
boatswains,  ten  gunners,  five  carpenters,  and  five 
sail  makers;  but  none  of  the  officers  retained  in 
service  under  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
more  than  their  monthly  pay,  without  rations,  dur- 
ing the  time  when  they  shall  not  be  under  orders 
lor  service. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  with  the  approbation  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  may  grant  furloughs  to 
such  of  the  ofiicers  as  may  choose  to  enter  the  mer- 
chant service  of  the  United  States,  or  such  foreign 
service  as  the  president  may  approve,  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  tv.-o  years;  subject,  however,  to  be 
recalled  at  any  time  he  may  deem  necessary  and 
proper;  but  ali:officers  so  furloughed,  shall  receive 
only  one  half  their  monthly  pay,  without  rations, 
during  the  time  they  shall  be,  in  such  manner,  ab- 
sent from  the  public  service. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  tlie 
preservation  of  the  ships  and  vessels  placed  in  or- 
dinary, the  president  of  the  United  states  shall 
have  the  power,  provided  lie  may  deem  the  same 
necessary,  to  attach,  permanently,  to  each  ship  or 
vessel,  the  following  ofiicers,  seamen,  ordinary  sea- 
men and  boys,  that  is  to  say:  To  u  shi^^  cf  the  line,  j 


one  capt-iin,  two  lieutenants,  one  sading  maste^, 
lour  midsliipmen,  one  lioatswain,  one  gunner,  one 
carpenler.lwo  carpente i 'a  mates,who shall  oc  caulk- 
ers, eight  seamen,  eight  ordinary  seamen,  and  six 
ooys.  To  each  forty  four  gun  frigate,  one  captain, 
on?  lieutenant,  one  sailing  master,  i.iree  inidsijip- 
mt  n,  one  boatswain,  one  gunner,  one  carpenter,  one 
carpenter's  mate,  who  snail  tie  a  caulker,  six  seamen, 
s.x  ordinary  seamen,  and  four  oo}s.  I'o  eac.i  of  the 
frigates  rated  less  than  44-  guns,  one  captain,  or.e 
lieutenant,  one  sailing  mastv  r,  two  midsnipmen,  one 
boatswain,  one  gunner,  one  carp^ruier,  one  carpen- 
ter's mate,  who  shall  be  a  caulker,  live  seamen,  five 
ordinary  8  amen,  and  three  be-, s.  I'o  eacii  ot  llie 
sloops  of  war,  one  master  commandant,  two  mid- 
shipmen, one  buatswau.'s  male,  one  guuner's  mate, 
one  carpenter's  mate,  w.'io  shall  be  acauikcr,  three 
seumen,  three  ordinary  seamen,  and  two  tjoys.  !'» 
eacn  of  the  brigs  and  scliooncrif,  of  not  less  tiian  ten 
guns,  one  iieut.  one  midsnipman,  one  biiat wain'tj 
>  ate, one  gmiiier's  ma'.e,  one  carpenter's  mate,  who 
sitall  be  a  caulk- r,  two  ordinary  st-anen,  and  two 
boys.  To  each  of  the  several  s:ations,at  whicU  s1ii[>k 
and  vesst  Is  are  placed  in  orviinary,  sliail  be  altaclied 
one  surgeon,  and  one  surgeon's  mate,  to  attend  aR 
the  sick  of  sucli  ships  and  vessels;  one  puis..-r,  t» 
execute  the  duties  of  purser  to  all  such  ships  and 
vessels;  one  chaplain  and  one  schoolmaster,  wh» 
shall  perform,  in  their  respective  stations,  the  du- 
ties of  chaplain  mathematician,  and  schi-olmaater, 
on  the  station,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
senior  officer  of  such  ships  and  vessels  in  ordinary, 
wliose  duty  it  will  be.  under  such  instructions  as 
may  be  given  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy  upcH 
the  subject,  to  establish  a  scliool  on  board  of  the 
ship  to  which  he  is  attached,  for  the  purpose  of 
instructing  the  midshipmen  on  the  station,  an* 
those  belonging  to  the  sliips  in  ordinary,  in  the 
several  branches  of  mathematics,  geometry,  trigo- 
nometry, and  navigation,  agreeably  to  the  rules 
;uid  regulations  of  tiie  navy. 

Sec.  4  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  of 
the  following  naval  stations,  to  wit:  Portsmoutli. 
New-Hampsliire,  Charlestown,  .Mas.sachusetts,  New 
Vork,  Philadelphia,  Washington,  Gosport,  V^a.  and 
one  other  station,  south  of  the  Chesapeake,  (such 
as  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  select), 
shall  be  under  the  command  of  a  of  the 

navy,  who  shall  have,  agreeably  to  such  regulations 
as  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  be  established,  by 
authority  of  law  for  the  service,  a  general  superin- 
tendence over  the  sliips  and  vessels  in  ordinary  at 
those  stations,  respectively,  as  well  as  over  the  offi- 
cers (such  officers  only  excepted  as  may  be  senior 
in  rank)  and  crews  attached  to  them.  .\nd  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  such  ofT'icers  and  crews,  under  his 
general  superintendence  and  direction,  to  keep 
clean,  ventilale,  and  prevent,  by  constant  e.xamina- 
tion,  and,  when  necessary,  caulking  such  rents  and 
seams  in  the  respective  vessels  to  which  they  are 
attached,  as  may  be  found  open,  the  deleterious 
eflects  arising  from  water  getting  between  the 
timbers,  and  for  he  preservation,  repairing,  and 
overhauling  oftlie  rigging,  stores.  Sec.  of  the  ships 
and  vessels  in  ordinary,  deposited  in  the  navy  yards 
and  store  houses,  as  v/ell  as  for  the  rigging  and 
equipping  of  any  of  the  public  ships  or  vessels 
fitting  for  sea,  and  like  purposes:  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  respective  ships  in  ordinary,  shall, 
upon  the  requisition  of  the  commandant  of  the 
yard,  furHi.sb,  from  time  to  time,  agreeably  to  the 
general  regulations  of  the  service,  such  number  of 
iirTicers  and  men,  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  work  to  be 
done  may  require. 
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Sec.  5.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  officers 
attached  to  vessels  in  orcinary,  shall  be  allowed 
their  lull  pay  and  raUons.  and  such  quantity  of  fuel 
and  candles,  provided  they  live  on  board  of  tlie 
respective  vessels  to  which  they  are  utlaclied,  as 
they  would  be  allowed  were  they  at  sea. 

Sec  6,  ,diid  be  itfwther  eiiacied,  Chat  to  the  offi 
ceis  stationed  at  tiie  sevei-al  navy  yards,  that  is  to 
say.  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  Chailestown,  Mass.  New- 
York,  Pnilailelpliia,  Washington,  G  sport,  Va.  and 
one  other  )  ard  s<.ulh  oi'  liie  Chesapeake,  the  fol- 
lowing annual  corr.pensations,  in  lieu  of  all  pay,  | 
rations,  and  emoluments,  shall  be  allowod;  to  ttie 
cominandiiig,  three  thousand  dollars;  to 
the  master  commandant,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred dollars;  to  ihe  lieutenant,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars; 10  the  sailinj^  master,  eiglit  hundred  and  fifty 
doliurs;  to  the  surijeon.  if  attending  a  hosi^ital,  one  | 
thousand  live  humired  dollars;  to  the  surgeon,  if 
not  attending  a  hospital,  nine  hundred  dollars;  to 
the  surgeon's  mate,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
to  the  purser,  eight  hundred  dollars;  to  a  labora- 
tory ofticer  at  Washington,  seren  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars;  to  each  midsliipman,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars;  to  each  boatswain,  gunner,  and  sail 
maker,  five  hundred  dollars;  which  compensations 
shall  be  paid  quarterly. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  fnriher  enacted,  That  to  any  other 
naval  station  inthe  United  Stales,  (other  tlinn  those 
enumerated  in  tl;e  preceding  section),  tlie  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  i;iyy  deem  necessary, 
there  shall  be  attached  one  master  commandant, 
who  shall  havetlie  like  superintendence  over  such 
station,  as  is  provided  in  tlie  fourth  section  of  this 
act  for  tile  commandants  cf  the  several  navy  yards, 
therein  enumerated;  and  the  following  annual  com- 
pensations, in  lieu  of  ail  pay,  rations  and  emolu- 
ments, shall  be  allowed  to  the  officers  attached  to 
the  lake  stations,  that  is  to  s;iy: 

If  attached  to  the  station  on  l»ke  Ontario,  the 
master  commandant  shall  be  entitled  to  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  dollars;  the  surgeon  to  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the  purser,  who  shall 
perform  also  the  duties  of  store  keeper,  to  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

If  attached  to  the  station  on  lake  Erie,  the  mas- 
ter commandant  shall  be  entitled  to  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the  surgeon  to  eight 
hundred  dollars;  the  purser,  who  shall  perform  also 
the  duties  of  storekeeper,  to  seven  hundred  and 
lifiy  dollars. 

If  attaclied  to  the  station  on  lake  Champlain,  the 
master  commandant  shall  be  entitled  to  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars;  the  surgeon  to  eight 
hundred  dollars;  the  purser,  who  shall  perform  also 
the  duties  of  storekeeper,  to  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars;  which  compensations  shall  be  paid 
quarterly. 

Sec.  8.  .find  be  it  further  enacted,  That  an  officer, 
appointed  to  superintend  the  recruiting  service,  in 
any  port  within  the  United  States,  sfull  not  be  en- 
titled to  any  allowance  for  house  rent,  fuel,  or  can 
dies. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  emitted,  That  when  a  sur- 
geon's mate  shall  act  in  the  line  of  his  duty  on 
board  a  brig,  schooner,  or  other  small  vessel  of 
war,  having  no  other  medical  officer  attached  to 
said  vessel,  he  shall  be  allowed  at  tlie  rate  of  ten 
dollars  per  month,  in  addition  to  his  present  pay  and 
rations,  as  authorized  by  law. 

Sec.  10-  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  discharge  all  officers  at  present  in 
"he  navy  of  the  United  Slr.tes  ever  ar.d  above  the 


respective  numbers  retained  by  this  act;  and  all 
the  commission  officers,  sailing  masters  and  mid- 
shipmen, who  shall  be  discharged  under  this  ad, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  pay,  ovei" 

and  above  what  may  be  due  them,  respectively,  at 
the  time  of  their  discharge. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted.  That  the  pay 
and  subsistence  of  a  rear  admiral  shall  be  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  dollars  per  month,  and  eight  ra- 
tions ])er  day;  and  of  a  commodore,  one  hundred 
and  ten  dollars  per  month,  and  eight  rations  per' 
day. 


Weights  and  ]\1  ensures. 

l.ElilSLATCIlE  CF    PKNiVSTLTASlA. 

Report,  to  the  house  of  representatives — on  the  subject 
of -weights  and  measures,  i  end  in  the  senate  of  Pemi' 
sylvania,  J)Iarch  1,  18"2.    .U;-.  Naguet,  chairman. 
The  committee  appointed  on  the  8th  of  January 
last,  to  ascertain  what  provisions,  in  relation  to  ttie 
subject  o\'  tveights  and  measures,  it  is  probable,  will 
be  adopted  by  congress  during  its  present  session; 
and  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  amend- 
ments tc  our  existing  lav.s  it  is  expedient  to  intro- 
duce, in  case  no  legislative  enactments  should  be 
made  by  the  legislature  cf  the  union — beg  leave  to 
report. 

In  reUition  to  the  first  branch  of  duty  assigned 
them,  your  committee  addressed  a  letter  to  a  re- 
spectable meniber  of  tiic  committee  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  to  which 
had  been  referred  the  report  on  weights  and  mea- 
sures, prepared  by  the  secretary  of  state,  soliciting; 
inl'ormaiiou  as  to  the  probable  intentions  of  that 
committee.  From  the  answer  received  to  their 
communication,  your  committee  are  inclined  to  the 
opinion,  that  the  only  step,  which  will  be  recom- 
mended to  congress,  during  its  present  session, 
will  be  the  adoption  uf  a  rcsoiuticn,  requiring  the 
president  of  the  lfnite<l  States,  to  jirocure  from 
England,  exact  copies  of  the  pound  weight,  and  ot 
the  i/nrd,  bushel  and  gallon  measures  of  the  British 
standard,  lor  the  use  of  the  general  governm.ent, 
and  of  the  several  states.  Such  a  proceeding  \a 
much  to  be  desired,  in  order  that  uiutormily  may 
be  established  throughout  the  union;  which  there 
is  t/»ason  lO  believe,  from  the  want  of  a  standard,  by 
which  the  weights  and  measures  in  use,  can  be  pe- 
riodically tested,  is  very  far  from  being  the  case. — 
The  standards  once  obtained,  a  system  of  laws,  cal- 
culated to  enforce  conformity,  may  ttien  be  expect* 
ed;  and,  it  is  hoped,  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  power,  vested  in  congress,  in  relation  to 
this  important  subject,  will  be  exercised  to  the  ex- 
tent retjuired  by  the  interests  of  the  nation. 

In  order  that  the  legislature  and  the  public  may 
see  how  desirable  it  is  for  Pennsylvania,  that  some 
early  step  should  be  adopted  by  congress  in  rela- 
tion to  this  important  subject,  your  committee  have 
made  tiie  folioxving  extract  from  a  report, submitted 
by  a  committee  of  the  senate,  on  tliird  of  March, 
1808,  which  will  exhibit  the  imperfect  state  of  our 
standard: 

"There  are  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  two  offi- 
ces of  regulation;  one  for  measures  of  the  dry  kind, 
and  the  other  for  measures  of  the  wet  kind,  and 
weights.  'V\\e  former  oJ?ce  contains  an  ancient  cop- 
per or  brass  Ir.Jf  Luskel,  which  is  by  some  supposetl 
to  have  been  brought  from  F.ngland  by  Willianj 
Penn,  or  Nathaniel  Allen,  and  further  supposed  to 
be  the  same,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  law  of  1700. 
At  tliis  time,  liowever,  there  is  no  certainty,  as  there 
are  no  discoverable  marks  of  British  regulation,  as 
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5s  bj'  tlie  said  law  required;  the  marks  are  B  N.  E. 
in  two  places.  It  is  coarsely  made,  the  diameters 
and  bottom  unequal  and  irrecfular;  is  bruised  and 
patched,  and  does  not  apree  in  its  contents  with  the 
"Winchester  bushel,  as  will  hereafter  be  shown. — 
This  office  alse  contairrs  a  cast  brass  four-  quart  stan- 
dard, and  a  cast  brass  tiao  quart  st  mdard;  b  th  mark- 
ek  with  the  letters  W.  If.  and  a  crown  stamp,  and 
evidently  appear  to  be  of  those  imported  .n  pursu- 
ance of  the  directions  of  the  said  act  of  17u'j.  The 
f:Ucer  ofijrp  contains  a  cast  briss  qvavi  standard,  and 
a  cast  brass  phil  standard,  both  stamped,  and  «vi. 
dently  of  he  set  imported  as  before  mentioned. — 
Heing  thns  stamped  they  are,  by  the.  aforesaid  law, 
rnade  les^al,  a/l/wuif/i  tley  do  not  affrfexvith  the  Win 
chfintev  &tnvilnrd.  There  are  al'^o,  in  this  office,  a 
copper  half  irn!fon,  and  a  copper  quart,  intended 
for  the  rt-pciilation  of  wine  n)easiires;  and  an  iion 
yard,  or  tliree  feet  measure  in  extension,  vilhout 
kvOT'-n  acntrncv;  neither  of  these  three  have  any 
evidence  of  re_s{uUtlion,  or  ICfTal  stamp.  This  office 
likewise  contains  a  numherof  brass  weights  in  gra- 
dation, from  the  /^"/I'vs/.r  ponnds  weight  to  the  half 
oniicf-;  which  generally  bear  the  app«.arancf  of  hav 
ing  been  imported  in  pnrstiatire  ot  the.iforesaidlaw; 
having  the  stamps  of  the  mural  crown,  the  letter  C, 
and  the  dagger-j^ — winch  are  evidences  of  the  city 
of  T,pndon  regulation.  They  do  not  bear  the  due 
and  relative  proportion  each  to  the  other,especiaIly 
in  thff  smaller  weights;  nor  can  it  be  expected,  after 
such  It  ngth  of  use.  \A'henlaB*  tried,  X\\e  point  HawA 
aii-^ri'rfftie.  ounces,  varied  nearly  an  ounce.  As  re 
g-ards  the  stanrlard  for  troy  weight,  by  which  the 
precious  metals  are  assayed  and  determined,  there 
are  none;  and  so  f;ir  as  can  be  discovered,  there  ne- 
ver have  been  any.  The  larger  and  f^n.^i^  weights, 
are  also  irregulnr:  and,  as  there  is  no  determinate 
iivit  of-ivis^/it,  from  which  to  proceed,  there  can  be 
no  acctiracy." 

In  regard  to  the  second  inquiry  referred  to  them, 
•voiir  committee  have  examined  the  existing  laws  of 
t!ie  commonwealth,  and  have  found  that  there  are 
but  two  acts  upon  the  subject — one  passed  at  the 
early  period  of  1700.  and  adapted  to  a  slender  popu- 
l:ition  and  a  limited  trade;  the  other  passed  on  the 
2'.>th  March,  1813.  Both  these  acts  are  deficient  in 
their  previsions,  and,  imder  their  operation  alone, 
it  is  impossible  to  enforce  a  conformity  to  the  ex- 
isting st;(ndards  In  a  late  presentment  of  h  grand 
jury  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  irregularity  of 
weights  and  measures  is  inveighed  against,  as  the 
source  of  veiy  extensive  frauds;  and  it  has  been 
slated,  that,  in  one  case,  a  weiglit,  called  nffh/sinr, 
was  found,  upon  examination,  to  be  deficient  as 
much  as  aeven  ftoundn.  In  order  to  remedy  the  ex- 
isting evil,  and  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  system 
of  uniformity  and  justice  in  the  dealing  between 
our  citizens,  your  committee  introduced  the  bill 
entitled,  «An  act  to  prescribe  the  duties  of  the 
reguhator  of  weights  and  measures  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia."  This  bill,  with  another, 
prescribing  the  duties  of  the  sealer  of  dry  mea- 
fitires  in  the  same  district,  which  was  read  in  his 
place  by  a  membor  of  the  senate,  if  enacted  into 
laws,  will,  it  is  conceived  by  your  committee,  place 
our  regulations  upon  a  more  just  foundation  than 
lias  heretofore  existed;  for,  by  their  provisions,  tiie 
makers,  venders  and  proprietors  of  all  beams, 
scales,  weights  anxl  meii«iure3  used  in  buying  and 
selling,  are  reqiiired,  unfler  an  adequate  penalty, 
to  have  them  annually  adjusted  and  sealed  by  the 
»roper  officer.  Should  the  provisions  of  our  law 
not  he  competent  to  fulfil  the  re(;iiirements  of  the 
general  tjovemment,  ufierthey  shall  h.-we  procured 


the  several  standards  alluded  to,  our  code  may  be 
amended — and  the  principles  which  are  now  con- 
fined to  the  cit)'  and  countyof  Philadelphia,  m»j 
be  extended  to  the  several  counties  of  the  com- 
monwealth. 

With  these  remarks  your  committee  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Jifft'ilved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
any  further  consu'eration  of  the  sulij>ct. 


Seventeenth  Congross- 


-first  session. 

[  I!»  THE  8R>*ATF., 

j     ^pril  5.    The  senate  again  took  up  the  resolii- 
Itions  submitted  by  Mr.  Iloimei,  of^  Maine,  on  the  24 
linst.  and,   having  modified   the  same,  they   were 
aflojt  d,  in  the  f   I  >wi,  g  t>»rm: 

Hesolved,  l>at  the  prerdt-nt  of  the  UnitM  Smtes  tie  n-q  nested 
to  conimuiiicate  to  the  scimte  the  f-xpenses  ot  tiuildiiii;  eacli  vesjfl 
of  war,  biiilt  «t  each  navy  yard,  or  other  place  iu  the  United  Statetj 
aiitliori/.ed  b>  the  act  of  the  2d  (anuary,  1813.  and  the  acts  sup. 
plemenlary  thereto;  dislini^iiishing,  in  ea*b  vessel  8o  huilt,  the  ex- 
iient<5<i  ol  timber,  iron,  copper,  cordage,  hemp,  cloth,  and  other 
materials;  the  amount  paid  to  aere"ts  or  snperinreiiJeiits.  specify- 
ing their  names;  ilie  anioiint  paii!  for  labor,  partieiilari^in^  the 
mini  paid  to  carpenters,  tnast  niak  t\  boat  builders,  block  ma- 
ker»,;l>tacksiriifhi,  armourers,  catilkev...  ^un-c«rriage  iimUers,  saw- 
sere,    ail  niak' IS,  and  risK"""- *"''  ■"''  riiijoivrs. 

Ueiuivfd^  i'hatilie  pri  sideiit  of  the  U'.^t.  d  States  be  ref|Uestefl 
tn  ci;  iMuuniiaiK  to  the  senate  ttie  naniei,  number,  and  i;iade  of 
the  otficfis  and  the  iiuinlier  ot"  men  »eloiigiiig  to  the  navy,  em- 
ployed in,  aiidfatt'.iclied  to,  each  navy  yard  and  each  naval  station 
in  tlie  United  States,  with  the  services  each  has  periorraed  and 
the  compensation  each  has  received,  in  pay,  r.iiions,  and  other 
tmotuineuts,  (luring  the  two  last  years,  endioij;  i>ii  the  fust  ol  Jn- 
nuary  last;  iiuludiiief  the  value  of  the  benefit  to  auy  otficer,  luc 
ihe  use  or  inijrovement  of  any  public  property. 

Rfiolvtri.  1  h^t  the  inloniiaiioji  r<'qiiirt:d  liy  the  above  resnintjntu 
tie  furnished  to  the  stnaie  at  llw  coinmeiiccuieiit  of  the  ueMt  se«- 
sion  of  ccriiijrtss. 

sunie  Olds  were  partially  considered  and  post» 

(joiied  io  specified  davs— that  to  grant  pre-empion 

.  ights  to  certain  settlers  in  Louisiann  was  ord-  redio 

e  engrossp<l  for  a  third  reading,  as  was  also  the  bill 

bout  certain  land  titles  in  the  state  of  M  ssouri,  afi 

•  r  some  amendments  and  tmtch  incidental  discus. 

'ion.  [The  senate  did  utit  sit  on  Saturday  the  6ih.] 

JipvU  8.  No  im[)r)rtant  matters  were  transacted 
this  day,  nor  was  anything  decided  upon. 

^'ipril  9.  The  senate  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  allow  drawback  on  cordage,  mauufac- 
tur  'd  from  foreign  hemp,  and,  without  further  de- 
bate, the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engross,  d  and  read  a  third  time,  and  was  decid. 
ed  in  the  negniive — \eas  11,  nays  i7. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

A  number  of  private  bills  were  ordered  to  he  reafl 
a  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  it  was 

P'-.tolvei/,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  tie  requested 
to  lay  helore  the  senate, any  report. or  inforniafioii,  vrliicli  oiay  l>e 
in  his  possession,  as  to  the  most  elij»'iljle  site  on  the  western   waters 
f(V  the  erection  of  a  national  armory. 
j       The  senate  adjourned. 

jiprif  20.  The  senate  took  up  the  report  of  the 
'committee  of  claims,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 
i,John  J.  C.Oldfield,  of  Baltimore.  [The  petitioner 
'  was  the  innocent  purchaser  of  two  drafts,  isetied  br 
'  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  to  the  paymaster 
I  general,  in  favor  of  two  widows  for  pensions,  whicb 
{drafts  it  was  afterwards  found,  were  ssued  on  the 
;  authority  of  fraudulent  certificates  and  papers, 
i  forged  for  the  purpose,  and  that  the  pretended  en- 
!  dorsemcnl  of  these  widows  on  the  drafis  wereforg- 
ied.  Mr.  Oldfield,  the  purchaser  of  these  drafts 
I  prays  that  the  government  will  pay  them.] 
I  An  attempt  was  made  to  reverse  the  report  and 
[there  was  considerable  debate  upon  it — but  the  mo- 
I  tion  was  negat  ived  without  a  division. 
j  Several  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed 
I — the  senate  agreed  to  tiio  resolutiou  of  the  hoiLS?' 
•  to  1)X  the  8th  of  May  as  the  time  of  HdjoummtniU 
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ed  the  manner  in  which  the  provision  was  introduc- 
ed—the committee  thouglit  themselves  justified  iii 
usking  for  an  appropriation  [of  9,000  dollars]  to 
preserve  from  ddapidalion  a  work  tliut  had  cost 
Sl,buO,UOO,  wliich  he  thouglu  should  not  ne  tin  own 
away,  &c.     Mr.  Mallury  opposed    the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  clause-  tue  policy  of  the  work  had 
been  frequently  confirmed.     The  house  had  been 
c;illed  upon  to  p^ty  6,OU0  doiUirs  fora  national      -nt- 
ing',  aud  they  had  done   it — and  was  not  this  jr    it 
road,  the  great  avenue  to  the  west,  as  import;..  5 
He  spoke  of  the  laige  appropriatiwns  for  tiiecapi- 
loi,  5ic.  and  thought  that  the  pittance  asked  should 
not  be  refused.   N.'.r.  /•"'ar/e//^ denied  the  importance, 
of  the  road  as  of  so  much  utility  to  the  west— he 
repealed  his    opinion,    that   the  money  would   be 
squandered — what  could  it  accomplish  on  a  road 
120  miles  long?     Mr.  Stewart  replied  to  the  gen- 
tleman last  up,  and  spoke  of  llie  matter  at  length. 
Not  much  was  wauling  to  compleie  the  road  and 
repair  it.     The  genlieman  (Mr.  F.)  h.;8  stated  that 
it  13  destructive  to  Pennsylvania;  slie  has  gGOO.OOU 
of  stock  in  her  own  road,  ninniiig  from   Huiladel- 
phia  to  Pittsburg,  yet,  he  say.s,  that  if  the  road 
could  not  sup|)ort  itself,  it  ought  to  be  given  back 
to   the   state  of   Pennsylvania;    thi«,   by   the  gen- 
tleman's shewing,  would  be  to  give  the  lamb  to 
the   keeping  of  the   wolf.     Such  a  course  could 
not   be   required   nor  justified.     This  was  a  na- 
tional road,     it  was  built  for  a  national  purpose, 
and  in  a  spirit  of  national  munificence.     He  went 
on  to  shew  that,  in  certain   counties    in    Pennsyl- 
vania, there  had  been   manuractiired,   in   a  single 
year,  371,000  bbis.  of  Hour  and  29,000  bbis.  of  whis- 
key, which  cost,  beloi-e  the  road  was  constructed, 
S5  per  ban-el  lo  transport  ihem  to  Hahiinore,  but 
was  now  carried  for  2^.     He  spoke  of  the  locatioa 
of  the  diilerent  roads,  and  dwelt  much  on  the  ad= 
vantages  derived  from  this.     He  alluded  to  various 
great  appropriations,  and  insisted  on  a  fair  claim  to 
that  now  under  consideration — rejjelled  the  ch.injc 
of  waste,  and  hoped  tliat  state   prejudicee  would 
yield  lo  high  considerations  of  national  policy,  &;c. 
.Mr.  BdlU-win  supported  the  opinion  that  the  road 
should  be  kept  in  rf  pair  by  those  who  were  bene-- 
iilled  by  it.    He  siiid  v/hen  a  particular  object  WoS  to 
be  carried,  it  was  not  uncommon  to  excite  a  cla- 
mour, in  order  that  the  real  question  might  be  lost 
sight  of.     The  cry  of  mad  dog  was  raisLtl,  tiie  bet- 
ter to  elude  inquiiy.     The  geiitiemt  n  in  fa\orcf 
the  appropriation  iiad  talked  much  of  tliis  as  a  na- 
tional road  and  as  a  national  object,  and  of  the  illibe- 
ral, local  viewsoftliose  who  o()|iose  it      Butgent'e- 
men  should  recollect  that  there  is  a  widcdiiTerence 
between  the  victims  and  the  fivorites  of  the  govern- 
ment.    This  read  hud  gone  f  .r  lo  desolme  ninety- 
miles  of  the  inountainyiis  pans  of  Peimsylvaniii. 

riilge  said  that  the  people  of  the  west  had  been  j  Was  it  then  to  be  expected  that  it  could  [)e  viewed 
pretty  severely  taxed  lo  build  fortifications  and  by  that  stale  with  indifference.'  It  wasojjenlv  avow- 
{.upport  navies,  in  which  they  liad  no  special  ir.le-  {  ed  that  this  was  to  be  followed  by  other  ripproP/ria- 
rest  The  roail  wns  a  magiuticent  plun  of  connect  |  lions — if  the  road  is  so  valiiabie,  why  cannot  it  sup- 
ir.g  the   eastern  with  the   western  slates — was  it  j  port  itself.'' — what  is  Ihe  cond.iion  of  the  road  be 

conformable  to  the  interests  of  the  country  to  break    tween  Hagarstown  and  Unonsboroughr' little  bet- 

tlie  chain,  &c.  Mr.  FarrtVy  regretted  that  the  tcr  Iha'  a  mud  hole  or  swamp;  "this'is  a  part  of  i|ie 
gentleman  had  introduced  local  considerations--  }  chain."  He  contended  that  the  great  redunton 
he  himself  objected  to  the  manner  in  which  the    in  the  cost  of  transpoitution  was  attrihutable  to 
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Friday,  Jpiil  S.  A  good  deal  of  minor  business 
"Was  attended  to. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communica- 
tion from  the  treasury  department,  transmitting 
6i)pies  of  the  statements  of  the  several  banks  ir 
tJie  District  of  Columbia,  exh  biting  their  condition 
At  the  commencement  of  the  present  year;  which 
ivas  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  alter  the  time  of  hold- 
.xtig  the  district  court  in  Alabama,  was  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in 
foice  certain  acts  concerning  the  allowance  ot  pen- 
sicns  upon  •<•  relimjuishment  of  bounty  lands,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  acomnrattee  of  the 
whole  ontlie  general  appropriation  bill.  .Mr.  Cocke 
nio»ed  to  stuke  out  the  provision  "for  the  addi- 
tional compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  ofrice  of 
ihe  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  as  allowed  by 
Uie  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818."  Ihe  motion 
was  supported  by  the  mover  and  Mr.  IS illiams,  of 
3.  C.  and  earned  by  a  large  majority. 

An  ineffectual  attempt  was  made  lo  strike  out 
Uie  salary  allowed  for  a  minister  to  Lisbon — for  it 
•34.  'I  he  amount  reported  for  expenses  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  5th,  6th  and  7th  articles  of  the  trea- 
ty of  Ghent,  was  reduced  from  25,000  to  12,500 
dollars,  and  the  clause  to  provide  "for  the  salaries 
«f  Ihe  commissioners,  secretary,  clerk  and  messen- 
fer,  together  with  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
iwo  commissioners  un«ler  the  treaty  with  Spain," 
fceing  under  consideration,  was  reduced  from  30,000 
to  15,000  dollars. 

After  which  the  committee  rose,  liad  leave  to 
.sit  again,  he. 

Saturday,  ^pril  6.  Mr.  Cocke  laid  on  the  tabic 
"the  follow  ip.g  resolution: 

Hetolvtd,  That  the  lecetary  of  state  be  ciirerled  to  furnish  this 
Douie  with  abatement  of  the  amount  of  munt-y  p<ii<l  as  salaries, 
outtiis,  anil  eoiitint^nt  eiiwnsei,  to  I'oreipn  niinisten,  siiiet-  the 
ff»T  ei^litrrn  hnixlred,  and  tlif  amount  palil  lo  each.  Also,  the 
c\)urli  at  which  they  were  einpliiyed.  anil  the  time  they  w^re  re- 
spectively enf(><?eil  ill  the  discharge  of  tiiur  duucs  as  uiiiiitters 
IToin  tlie  United  8ia>t-s. 

The  house  resolve  d  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  unfinished  business  of  ye.sterday,  (the 
gf^neial  appropriation  bill),  Mr.  To/>i:insuii  in  the 
cliair. 

'i'';e  clause  to  provide  for  repairing  the  Cumber, 
land  loud  being  under  consipieration — 

Mr  CoK</icf  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause.  He 
Said  the  United  Siateshad  aheaily  expended  enor 
nioiis  sums  in  the  coiistruction  of  this  road,  and  he 
could  not  consent  to  impose  upon  his  constituents 
any  further  expense  in  repairing  it. 

This  produced  a  long  and  ardent  debate — we 
otinntit  do  more  than  give  a  few  of  the  prinoipai 
points  of  snnie  of  the  ciiief  speakers.  Mr.  livfckati- 


appropiiation  was  brought  fi.rward,  and  thought  it 
should  have  been  done  by  way  of  a  bill.     The  ac 


other  causes  tl. an  this  T'lad.     He  thought  that  the 
connmittee  of  ways  and  means  should  only  pn.vidf 


of  congress  provided  for  the  construction,  not  for    f  r  the  fulfilment  of  existii  g  laws it  apptars  as  if 

the  re].)airot  the  road;  ar.d  he  wi'S,  besides,  oppos- 
ed to  tlie  appropriation,  because  the  furnitx  expen- 
ditures had  been  wasteful  and  corrupt — iheie  was 

no  guarantee  that  the  moncv  now  asked  for  would ^^ 

bfe  better  tippUed,  &c.     Mr   "^mth,  cf  Md.  eTpldin-  ( establish  a  read  lea:d:rg  into  PiU^hyrj,  i*  was  easy 


they  tiad  converted  themselves  into  u  committee  mi 
roads  and  canals.  An  appropriation  bill  sfifuild  not 
give  a  preference  of  one  over  another;  and  if  the 
commltiee  on  m.inufactiues  had  introduced  a  bill  to. 
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to  divine  tliat  something-  would  be  heard  of  it  from 
the  chairmp.n  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means: 
but  when  a  road  is  to  be  made  ov  repaired  from 
CuTnbertand.to  Wheehng-.the  national  funds  cannot 
be  wi'hheld.  1  he  eflelt  of  this  ycad  was,  Mr.  B. 
observed,  to  destroy  the  stock  in  the  other  roads  in 
Pen'  sjlvania;  and  how  would  gentlemen  feel  if  the 
nhote'weig'ln  of  tlie  national  Ireastiry  was  bronglit 
to  bear  on  their  own  section  of  the  country?  Mr. 
B.  was  sensible  it  wasdifiicult  to  resist  this  measure 
— 2Tid  for  an  obvious  reason— it  affects  injuriously 
only  one  state  in  the  union;  but  that  state,  if  too 
feeble  to  arrest  the  measure,  would  at  least  be  ai  | 
lowed  to  protest  against  the  appiicaiion  of  the  rjuh-  j 
lie  money  for  a  private  and  local  object,  so  deeply  ' 
ininrioiis  to  its  own  interests. 

''The  motion  to  strike  out  was  farther  supported 
by  Mr.  IVocdcock,  of  N.  Y.  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
tVriglit  and  M;-  H'crfekl,  when  the  question  was 
taken  thereon,  and  carried,  ayes  70,  noes  42. 

Mr.  Cnndict,  the  n  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause 
providing  for  the  erection  of  a  wooden  bridge  over 
the  Monongahela  river,  where  the  Cumberland  road 
crosses  the  same  at  Tirownsville.  The  motion  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Jliliiov,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Su-u-ari  and  Mr  F.  Jones,  when  the  question  w.as 
taken  thereon  and  carried— ayes  SO,  noes  32. 

The  bill  having  now  been  gone  through  with, 
some  i)artial  amendments  were  ofFered — but  the 
committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

.Monday,  Jpril  8.  Many  reports  from  different 
committees  were  received,  among  them  a  bill  to 
fix  the  compensation  for  the  commissioner  of  pub- 
lic buildings. 

Mr.  Condict  submitted  the  following  resolutions: 
Resolved.  That  the  committee  o:i  military  affairs  he  instructed 
to  inquire,  ami  to  report  to  this  house,  whst  amount  of  compen- 
sation is  paid  by  the  United  St:ites,  to  an  army  offict-r  of  eacli 
grade,  from  the  rank  of  major  central,  down  to  the  lowest  com- 
missioned officer,  including  the  staiF  appointments;  distinguish- 
in?  the  monthly  or  annual  pay  from  the  moneys  paid  lor  rations, 
foraije.  qnarterii,  fuel,  transportation,  or  perquisites  of  any  other 
description,  and  tlv  several  sums  allowed  for  each  item. 

Pesolvcd,  J'hat  the  committee  on  naval  afi'airs  bt-  instructed  to 
inquire  au'l  report  what  amount  of  compensation  is  paid  to  naval 
officers,  including;  the  marine  corps,  from  the  highest  to  the  low- 
est ffrade,  inclusive;  distinguishinu:  the  monthly,  or  annual  pay, 
Irom  all  other  payments,  or  perquisites  of  any  description,  and 
the  several  sums  allowed  for  each  item. 

Mr.  Eustis  opposed  the  resolutions,  as  being  un- 
necessary; and  he  stated  that  the  military  commit- 
tee had  called  on  one  of  the  departments,  and  found 
that  it  had  been  occupied  twenty  days  in  making 
out  a  reply  to  a  call  for  information,  by  a  member 
of  this  house,  which,  with  the  printing,  would  cost 
the  nation  from  five  to  seven  thousand  dollars.  lie 
believed  this  information  was  within  the  reach  of 
everv  member,  without  again  calling  on  the  de- 
partment for  it. 

After  a  few  further  remarks  by  the  mover,  the 
resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  was  ordered 
to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  T<7_t//or submitted  the  follov.-lng  resolution: 
Resolved,  i'hat  a  committee  be  appointed.  Jointly  with  such 
committee  as  may  be  appointed  hy  the  senate,  to  inquire  and  re- 
port, what  business  now  depinriins;  oefore  the  respective  houses, 
oujjht  to  be  acted  upon  during  the  present  session.    [  Laid  on  the 

'"  Mr.  Patterson,  of  N.  Y.  laid  on  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing  resolution: 

Resolved.  That  the  secretary  of  s'ate.  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, the  secretary  of  war.  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  the 
Jjnstmaster  general,  bt^  required  to  report  to  This  house,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  next  session,  the  number  of  superinfndeuts.  assist- 
ants, deputies,  comptrollers,  auditors,  clerks  and  messengers,  re- 
tained in  their  respective  departments,  and  wliethi'r  any  of  them, 
and  if  any,  how  many  of  them,  are  unnecessary,  inelticieiu,  su- 
perannuated, ov  en;^aRed  in  other  pursuits,  ur  professions,  in  no 
wise  relating  to  the  public  service;  .and.  also,  whether  they  cannot 
adopt  a  more  efficient,  as  well  as  a  more  economical  ^organiza- 
ti6ii  of  their  respective  departmf/iits. 


The  house  took  into  con.iiJeration  t'.ie  i  mt  re- 
solution from  the  se.nate,  Hxing  the  lime  for  the 
adjournment  of  congress. 

The  date  having  been  stricken  out,  after  many 
motions  on  the  subject,  it  was  filled  up  wita  Wed- 
nesday, the  Sth  of  May  next — yeas  83,  nays  76 — 
read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  [i.tssed, 
and  sent  to  the  senate. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  taken  up  in 
committee  of  the  whole— after  discussing  some 
other  matters — 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  the  following  as  a  proviso 
to  the  bill: 

Provided,  hoitxver.  That  no  money  appropriated  hy  this  act 
shall  be  paid  to  any  pi  rson  foi"  his  compensation,  who  is  in  ar- 
rears to  the  Uniteil  States,  until  sm'h  person  shHl)  have  account- 
ed fur,  and  paid  into  the  treasury,  all  sums  for  which  he  may  be 
liable.'' 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  proviso,  it 
V.  as  carried  without  a  division. 

After  disposing  of  certain  additional  propositions, 
the  coinmittee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as  amend- 
ed.-- 

In  the  house,  Mr.  Trnnij  remarked,  that  when 
he  had,  in  committee,  suggested  the  expediency 
of  changing  the  compensation  of  the  messengers, 
his  object  was  rather  that  the  amount  allowed  them 
should  be  iixed  by  law,  than  that  it  should  be  les- 
sened. He  was  more  anxious  to  correct  the  abuse 
than  to  save  tlie  money.  The  principle  of  allow- 
ing extra  compensation  from  the  contiigent  fund 
was  a  bad  one,  and  ought  to  be  corrected  He 
was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  amount  they  had 
received  was  too  large,  and  should  be  sorry,  there- 
fore, to  have  the  house,  without  furth' r  know- 
ledge, take  from  these  poor  men,  by  surprise,  one 
half  of  their  means  of  support.  He  should  regret 
to  have  it  supposed  that  our  plan  for  reform  had 
resulted  in  such  a  pitiful  saving.  There  were  many 
more  important  objects  of  retrenchment  in  the  bill 
than  this.  ^Ve  had  passed  over,  without  observa- 
tion, officers  wlio  received  public  money  by  thou- 
sands, to  fasten  on  these  defenceless  messengers. 
He  was  ashamed  to  be  fi.<hing  for  sprats  and  min- 
nows while  the  sharks  and  grampuses  ran  free.  He 
moved,  therefore,  to  strike  out  the  sum  reported, 
and  to  insert  one  thousand  ana  fifty  dollars,  as  the 
compensation  for  principal  messenger  and  his  as« 
sistant. 

Mr.  Tracy's  motion  prevailed,  and  the  compen- 
sation of  other  messengers  was  also  changed,  so 
that  they  should  receive  7  or  800  dollars. 

The  house  refused  to  concur  with  tlie  Committee 
of  the  whole  on  str-king  out  the  provision  for  a 
clerk  to  the  surgeon  general. 

The  question  of  concurrence  with  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  in  refusing  to  make  an  appropria- 
tion to  repair  the  Cumberland  road  being  unde- 
consideration, 

Mr.  F.  Jones  opposed  the  concurrence  in  a 
speech  of  considemble  length;  but,  before  he  had 
concluded,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Jfelson, 

The  house  adjouraed. 

Tuesday,  Jpril  9.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin, 
it  was 

Railvcd.  That  the  committee  of  wars  and  means  he  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  foe 
the  payment  ol  the  salaries  ot  public  oMici-rs,  from  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary to  the  1st  of  April  next  year.and  of  providing  hy  law, that 
appropriations  hereafter  shall  be  made  for  uoe  year  from  the  1st 
of  April  in  each  year. 

Mr.  Sinvyer  laid  on  the  table  the  following  joint 
resolutidii: 

Resolved,  by  tlie  senate  and  house  of  representatives  oftheUnited 
States  vj'  Americn,  in  mngress  asseiitbled.  That  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  pn-seiit  session,  the  next  meeting  of  congress  shall 
been  theiirst  Monday  of  NovembcT  next. 


NILES'  REGISTER -APRIL  13,  182:--CONGRESS. 


II 


Mr.  Bninet  siibmitted  the  followmc:  resolutions:  I 

ffetohed.  That  in  all  future  transactions  of  tli«-  sovernnnent, ! 
ejtht-rwIicrPS'-TVic-sar^to  be  riiitterr-il.  or  <u;>;>lie»  furiiishc?!.  no  I 
AoQr-y  iliall  be  advfiiic  (1  by  the  ^ovfriinirnt,  or  payment  made,' 
but  in  exact  proportio'i  to  work  don--,  or  servici  s  rtndtrtd,  or : 
supplies  furnished,  h-fore  saeh  paymtiit  i 

Kesolveil.  I  liat  wfien  any  officer,  or  other  aji^nt  of  the  govern-  j 
iticDt,  shall  fail  «■)  settle  his  accounts  within  the  periods  prese-ribed  \ 
tfierefor,  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  seer,  tary,  or  th     head  o!'  the 
department,  in  which  it  shall  occur,  to  dismiss  such  officer  imuie- 
diati  ly.  and.  in  ihuse  cas-s,  wh-re  the  pow  r  to  dis-niss  n  not  in  , 
th'-  h'ad  of  the  depirfn<?nt,  it  is  hereby  mad.-  hij  duty  tn  report 
such  cas- to  the  presi'I  i:t.  whose  duty  it  sh-.ll  b  •  to  ilisraiss  such' 
flfiic  r  or  aReni  Irnni  the  s>-rvice  of  the  govr  r-m^m.  \ 

/{ijulzed  That  th.-  prasident  may,f>r  the  pay  ne.it  .f  pensions,  | 
militur)'  paT,  a.id  siippli  s,  order  such  nd\aiices  to  be  made  as 
thp  public  Service  may  imperiously  rt  quire.  snd  shall  have  like 
power  t<>  ord-r  such  necessary  advances  as  tin-  public  s"'"'  ''-'ay 
imperil. nsly  require,  )•>  the  remoter  points  of  the  (.'nit'd  States, 
or  without  the  United  States,-  but  no  such  atlkanc.  shall  b-,-  made 
on  contracts  heri-nfter  to  be  made  Wfih  the  (jovernuiput.  ..Ul 
advancet  mart^  under  this  authorily,  shall  be  account  d  (or  within 
(he  period  prescribed,  and  shall,  on  faiiure,  l>e  suoject  to  the  pe- 
nalties prescribed  in  other  cares. 

/if solved.  Ihat  all  officers,  a^eiits,  or  contractors,  of  the  ^o- 
vernin.  nt.  >hall.  if  within  200  iiiiles  of  the  seat  of  f^ovirnnicnt, 
settle  their  accounts  once  in  every  qu«rtrr,  il  within  400  miles,  in 
four  uionihv  if  within  500,  five  ii'ioutbs  if  wit!;in  th.  U.  Stat:  s.in 
six  months;  and  all  such  officers  or  agents  of  the  p.,v,  rnroent, 
to  wbum  it  may  be  neceisaij  to  advance  money  withuui  thr  U. 
Sta'ts,  shall  he  held  tu  miikc  settlement  in  lluee  months  after 
their  return  to  the  United  States. 

fieioived,  That  the  president  and  heads  of  departments  apply 
thes  urincipies  in  an  tquitaule  manner,  to  all  persons  uow  in- 
debted   to  the  Vnited  States. 

.M  .  U  e.xpiain  d  bvieRy  h;s  news  in  offering 
tiie  rtsoliition.s,  and  corscluded  by  movinjj  ttiat  the 
Same  be  laid  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Cmulicl,  the  house  took  tvAo 
df.r.sic'.evation  the  resolution  that  the  hour  ot 
TT.eeting  shcuild  hereafter  be  10  o'clock  in  the 
morning-,  when  the  same  was  agreed  to — a_>es  75, 
noes  62. 

.Mr.  TCeiit  laid  on  the  table  t'le  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Bes^'fd,  Th-jt  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  re- 
^ori  to  this  bouse  the  amount  of  public  lands  in  each  state  and 
.  ferri'.oiy,  tin  amount  of  public  lands  beretulureseld  in  each  stJie 
and  lenitory,  and  tospfcity  how  much  of  the  laud  sold  in  e&ch 
vstate  and  territory  have  suld  for  the  minimum  price,  and  how 
nui-h  lot  a  greater  price,  &c.  and  the  agfjregate  results. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Va.  the  committee 
on  the  expenditures  of  the  war  department,  had 
leave  to  sit  during  the  hours  of  the  business  of  the 
house. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  U.  S.  relating  to  the  amount  of  public  monies 
paid  to  the  attorney  general  over  and  above  his 
salary  fi.xed  by  law,  &:c.  [which  shall  be  published 
when  the  documents  that  accompanied  tlie  mes- 
sage  are  befj.-e  us.] 

The  ho'.;se  then  agreed  to  resume  the  considera- 
tion  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  goTernn-.ent  for  the  year  1822 — and  the 
immediate  question  was,  unon  a  coricurience  with 
the  committee  of  the  whole  in  striking  out  the  ap 
propriation  for  the  repair  of  the  Cumbeiland  road. 

Mr.  F.  Jones  concluded  his  speech  of  yesterday, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question, 
which  were  thereupon  ordered.  .Messrs.  Plumer, 
ef  N.  H.  fJooil,  Buc/'imian,  Reid,  Rhei:,  ^Mu'no'-, -Aud 
Sergeant,  expressed  their  opinions  in  favor  of  the 
concurrence;  and  .Messrs.  Jioss,  Ji'right,  Hardin, 
C\^elsoii,  of  iMd.  Chambei  s,  Steivart,  and  Smith,  of  Md. 
against  it,  when  the  question  was  taken  thereon, 
and  decided  in  favor  of  the  concurrence,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— ^fes8rs.  Ale.xandtr.  Allen,  of  Miss.  Archer,  Uhlilwin,  Rail. 
Barber,  of  Ohio,  Baisett,  Bateman,  Riaclihdge,  Blair,  Corlaetl, 
BriiWn,  Buebarian,  Bunows,  B'irion,  Cainbrelenfr.  Cannon,  t'asse- 
sJy  Cockr,  Colilen,  Condici.  Conklint^,  Conner.  Crafts,  Oennison, 
Dickinson.  Durti-e,  Ei'dy,  EiUvards.  of  Conn.  Edwards,  ol  X.  C. 
Eustis,  Fnrrall),  Fitidlav.  Full.-r.  Garnett.Gebhar',  Gil-ner.  Gisc, 
Gurham.  Grosx.  Hawks.  Hempliill.  Hoban.  Hooks.  HiUihard.  Keye., 
Kirkland,  Laihrop.  Leitwicb,  Lincoln,  L.jntr,  .^Tc•;'Brtv.  \icOov. 
McDuffie,  McNeill,  Mcbierry,  Matlack.  Matson,  .Maiteeks.  Mih  uV, 
Mitcbell,  af  Pu.  WoBre.  of  I'a.  >h)rgnn,  .'Vliirrav.  A>t«on,  of  Vi». 


Overstreet,  Phillips.  Pierson.  Plnmf  r.  of  N'.  H.  Plumrr,  of  Pa.  Reed, 
of  .Mass.  Keid,  of  Geo.  Ilh.-a.  Ilochester.  K.i?erj.  Rii^gle«,  Hiiss, 
Russell.  Sanileis.  S.  rgeaut,  Anliur  Smith,  \\^^..  Sinvih,  Spencer, 
Sterling,  of  Conn.  St-veiison,  Stnddird,  Swan.  TavioV,  TliompsoOj 
Tod,  Tncker.  of  3.  C  Tneker,  of  Va.  Uiiham,  Vanep,  Vmh  Rens-- 
selaer.  Van  V/yck,  Walworth,  Whipple,  White,  Whitman,  Wil- 
liams 01  N'.  C.  Wilson,  Wood,  Woodcock,  Worman— 105. 

NAYS— .M.s'.rs.  All,  m,  of  Ten.  Barstow.  Baylies,  Bavly,  Breck- 
enriijje,  Biitler,  Caiii!>b"ll,  of  Otiio,  Chatr.b^rs,  Conk,  Cnsliman, 
Ciilbb.  rt,  Dane.  U.u-;in(;ton.  Dwiglit,  Hnrdii:,  Hendricks,  Hrrriik, 
Hall,  Holcombe,  Jacksoii,  F.  Jolmsoa,  J.  1'.  Johnsoa,.!.  9.  Joliniton, 
.loues,  of  Ten.  Kent,  Little,  L.wn.les,  Maliary,  .VJereer.  Meicalfe, 
Mitchell,  of  S  C.  Moiiteomery.  Moore,  of  Va.  V.'.nre,  of  Alab  Neale, 
Nelson,  of  .Md  X-w.  Newton,  P.ittersun,  of  Pa.  Rankin.  Heed,  of 
.Ml.  P^ich.  Russ,  S.<wyer,  Scott,  Sluaiie,  S  South,  W.  S.-nith.J  S. 
Smith,  Stewart.  SwearinPT-n,  roidinson,  Triinhie,  Walker,  Wil- 
liams, of  Va.  Williamson,  Woodson,  Wright. — 58. 

I'iie  a  iienainjiu  or  uic  coinrnniee  ol  the  whole, 
in  striking  out  the  cl.iuse  to  jsrovide  for  buildius^a 
briuge  over  the  Monongaliela  river,  where  tlia 
Cumoerlai.d  road  cross"s  the  same,  v/as  also  con- 
cuned  in,  without  udivibion. 

The  question  of  concurrence  with  the  commit- 
miltee  o  the  wiiolf,  mailowiugto  Vv'iHiam Lambert 
one  thousand  doUaiS,  as  a  compenbalion  to  him  for 
takmg  tbe  longitude  of  the  capitol,  being  under 
consideration — 

Mr  Cocke  moved  to  increase  it  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars. 

'  >fr.  F  Jones  named  two  tliousand  dollars,  and 
Mr.  Cocke  withcrew  his  motion  to  enable  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Jones),  to  try  the  sense  of  the  house 
upon  tl.-lc  preposition. 

The  motion  was  supported  bj*  Mr-  Cocke,  Mr. 
.yel.ion,oi  Va.  and  .Mr.  R':C:i,  and  ojjposed  by /Mr. 
IV;od,  and  Mr.  h'urdin,  wiien  the  question  was 
taken,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Sibley  moved  to  amend  the  !)ill  by  inserting 
a  provision  to  appropriate  for  additional  surveys  in 
the  territory  of  Michigan,  the  sum  of  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr.  Cocke  contended,  and  the  speaker  decided, 
that  the  proposition  was  not  in  order;  and  no  fur- 
ther motion  to  amend  having  been  ofl'ered,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading; 
and  then 

The  bouse  adjourned. 

li'edvesduij,  Jip^il  20.  Mr.  MitcMl,  of  S.  C.  sub- 
mitted  the  fbUowinar  resolution: 

Whereas  an  act  passed  on  the  2ist  .^pril,  1803,  entitled  "An  set 
concerning  public  contracts,"  has  l.een  to  construed  as  to  sanrtimi 
the  appointnient  of  iii-mbers  of  congress  to  divers  public  e.mploy- 
ments,  agencies  or  trnsts.  by  th-  authority  of  executive  officers  <;r 
the  United  States;  and  wh.  I'eas  on  the  purity  of  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives,  and  their  freedom  from  executive  iiilie.- 
cnce,  depend  the  lilierties  of  the  Jteople,  and  the  durability,  sound- 
ness and  integrity  of  the  federal  constitution: 

Keiolred.  therefure.\  That  the  Juilieiary  committee  be  instrnctetl 
to  report  a  hill  for  the  purjioseof  preventing  any  memlK-rof  con- 
gress, while  be  continues  as  such,  from  executing  or  holding  .«ny 
employment,  agency,  or  trust,  i'l  b-halt  o.',  or  anywise  eoneern- 
I  ing  tile  gnverninent.  either  political,  legal,  or  profissioiial,  to  whicli 
j  the'said  member  may  be  appointed  by  any  excciitiTe  ofHcerof  the 
United  States. 

I      Ai  tiie  request  of  Mr.  M.  this  resolution  was  laitl 

I  on  the  table. 

I      The  appropriation  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 

pass-d. 

The  bill  making  appmpriaiions  for  the  support 

of  the  navy  for  the  year  \'622,  was  taken  up  in  coin- 

mittee  of  the  whole — it  was  passed  thr  >ugh,  v.iien 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted   a  pro\;so,  the  pinpon  oF 

I  which  was,  t'.iai  no  ptrson  who  was  in  arrears  to 

the  goveri'.ment,  shouid  receive  p.ayment  under  the 
{appropriation  of  that  bill,  until  those  arre  rs  were 
'  paid,  or  their  accounts  closed:— v.'hich  was  agreed 

!to. 

!  The  bill  making  appropriations  for  tiic  pviblic 
buildings  was  next  taken  uj),ai)d  thesumof  129,0J& 
,  dollar.s  granted,  as  rerommended  by  the  commit- 
|tce,  with  a  proviso,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  aa 
••n  thoca«c  i>f  the  appropriation  for  the  na^y. 


11£ 


I^ILES'  REGISTER— APRIL  15,  1822— CHRONICLE. 


The  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  those  bills,  were  agreed  to  by  the  house,  and 
they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

1  he  bill  making  appropriations  for  missions  to 
the  indepeiKit'ot  governments  south  of  the  United 
States,  was  taken  up  in  commiltee  of  the  whole, 
agreed  to,  and  approved  by  the  house,  though  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Gamett. 

Sorne  local  business  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
uext  occupied  atlemion;  that  being  disposed  of — 

M.''  Bidiiwiii  ji^avf^  notice  that  he  should,  on  Fri- 
day next,  call  for  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tions I'.e  had  heretofore  submitted  on  the  subject  of 
manufactures.     And  then 

The  house  adjourned. 

THOUSHAt's  PtlOCEKDINGS — APRIL  11. 

7m  the  senate — on  tfie  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  the 
bill  proposing  a  drawback  on  cordage,  manufac- 
tured out  of  hemp  imported,  which  had  been  re- 
jected, was  reconsidered. 

The  rest  of  the  business  transacted  this  day  will 
appear  in  its  course — no  important  thing  was  be- 
fore the  senate. 

7)1  the  house  of  rtpresentatives — some  minor  mat- 
ters being  disposed  of,  the  bill  for  tl)e  relief  of 
certain  citirf-ns  ot  Baltimore,  on  account  of  vessels 
sunk  in  tlie  harbor  during  the  late  war,  was  order- 
ed  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  house  took  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  claims,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  the  suf- 
ferers on  the  Niagara  frontier, — which,  after  an 
eloquent  speech  from  Mr.  Tracy,  was  reversed, 
ayes  56,  noes  41,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Nothing  elbe  of  moment  attended  to. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  universiiy  of  JMaryhind  conferred  the  degree 
of  doctor  of  medicine  on  fifty-four  graduates,  at 
die  late  commencement. 

Mail  robbery.  On  the  night  of  Wednesday,  last 
week,  on  its  passage  between  Philadelphia  and 
New  York,  the  portmanteau  containii>glhe  great 
ea.slern  mail,  was  cut  open  and  some  packages  of 
letter?  taken  out — hut  it  seems  provable  that  the 
rogue  missed  his  object,  as  the  letters  lost  are  as- 
certained to  have  been  sincrle.  it  is  supnosed 
thiit  this  felony  was  committed  while  the  mails  or 
coacli  were  changing. 

Ph  ales,  '("he  eight  pirates  condemned  to  deatli 
at  Savannah,  were  ind'-fiiiilely  respiteri  by  the  pre- 
sident of -the  United  States,  about  the  2UU\  idt.  be- 
fore, we  presume,  he  had  heard  of  tlie  act*of  those 
wiioT*  he  had  paj'doned  at  New  Orleans.  In  the 
present  state  of  the  business  carried  on  by  the  pi- 
rates, we  are  really  afraid  that  mercy  to  the  guilty 
must  be  regarded  as  cruelly  to  the  innocent — yet, 
we  have  an  almost  invincible  abhorreace  of  capital 
punishments 

H'jvvi'jle  affair.     A  certain  person  named  H , 

vas  dif>coverf-d  to  have  an  improper  intimacy  witli 
the  wile  of  t. -,  hut  the  aifair  was  apparently 


made  up,  an(J  L- 


received  his  wife  again.     On 
tlie  night  of  the   1st  inst.  while  she  was  asleep, 

L strangled  her,  dragged  iter  up   s'airs  arid 

suspended  her  by  a  rope  round  her  neck  to  one  of 
the  joists;  he  then  proceeded,  with  two  loaded  pis 

tcls,  to  the  house  (^f  H ,  and,  by  some  means 

got  into  the  i  oom  where  the  latter  was  in  bed  with 

his  wife,  at  which  they  were  alarmed.     H en- 

quirtd,   "who   v.'as   tl\ere'"     L — —   immediately 


fired  both    pistols, — one  grazed  the  forehead  of 

II ,  and  the  other  shot  entered  the  breast  of  his 

wife,  and  killed  her  instantly:  L then  escaped. 

Both  of  the   wives   were  advanced  in  pregnancy, 

and  the  intrigue  of  H has  cost  four  lives,  thougli 

his  own  was  not  taken.  These  things  happened 
at  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania, 

Died,  recently,  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa.  Mrs. 
Beam,  aged  94;  in  Farmington,  Con.  Vlr.  J.  Hos- 
ford,  aged  96; — he  had  six  children,  ail  of  whom 
were  present  at  his  decease,  the  oldest  70,  the 
youngest  50  years  of  rtge — he  lived  to  st  e  the  fifth 
generation;— in  Trumbull,  Con  Mrs.  Beardslec, 
aged  96. 

Coal,  in  large  quantities,  is  now  received  at 
Philadelphia,  by  the  improved  navigation  of  the 
Schuylkill, 

Salt  -water,  in  great  abundance,  has  been  disco, 
vered  in  Illinois,  and  it  is  computed  that  fifty  gal. 
Ions  of  it  will  yield  one  bushel  of  salt,  Pr-  para- 
tions  were  making  to  erect  extensive  works,  and 
at  those  already  erected  it  is  sold  at  50  cents  per 
bushel,  A  rock  is  penetrated,  as  at  Kenhawa,  5cc. 
in  this  instance,  to  the  depth  of  104  feet,  and  the 
salt  water  stands  at  40  feet  deep  in  the  weU.  The 
price  of  salt,  before  these  works  were  en  ''  >  J, 
was  125  cents  per  busiiel. 

The  duties,  paid  or  secured  at  Boston,  dur.  ^^  'IlC 
year  1821,  amounted  to  §4,167,745  49.  The 
amount  of  drawback  that  there  will  be  upon  them^ 
is  not,  of  course,  ascertained. 

JMassachHsetts.  The  election  for  governor,  5tc. 
took  place  last  week  in  this  state.  Mr,  Brooks  is, 
no  doubt,  re-elected  governor,  and  the  "lederal" 
ticket  has  succeeded  as  usual.  The  Boston  Ceii' 
tmel  and  Gazette  were,  for  several  days  previous  to 
the  election,  filled  with  old-fashioned  electioneer- 
ing matter,  which  does  not  seem  altogether  suita- 
ble to  the  "aera  of  good  feelings."  Boston  having 
been  made  a  city  of,  H  G.  Otis,  esq.  is  nameu  as 
the  "federal"  candidate  for  the  mayoralty. 

Pennsylvania.  The  b'l)  to  authorize  the  governor 
of  Pennsylvania  to  subscribe  §75,000  to  the  stock 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canjil  compauy, 
has  been  negatived  by  the  senatorial  branch  of  the 
legislature  of  that  state  by  a  majority  of  t>vo  votes. 
Union  canal — in  Pennsylvania.  About  300  la- 
borers are  now  employed  on  the  summit  level 
section  cF  the  canal,  which  is  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted during  tlie  present  season. 

Intercnvrse  with  Kn^ope.  Some  fifty  years  ago, 
(says  the  ^e\s.Xov\  J\''alional  Advocate  J,  a  voyage 
across  the  Atlantic  was  the  result  of  long  and  pro- 
found delib^-ration.  It  was  considered  for  a  twelve 
month;  then  two  montlis  to  select  a  ship — two 
months  to  put  affairs  in  order — two  months  to  pre- 
par"  sea  cloths,  provisions,  sweetmeats  and  ginger- 
bread— a  long  anil  lamentable  farewell  of  all  rela- 
tions, down  to  the  fifteenth  cousin — a  notice  in  the 
paper  that  A.  B.  is  bound  to  Europe,  and  is  ready 
to  pav  all  debts — crowded  wharves  and  numerous 
adiei's  at  parting,  and  tlien  a  decent  passage  t.* 
LondcMi  of  «>/(<  tueeks — tanpora  mntantur.  Now,  a 
gentleman  hesitates  a  moment  over  his  glass  of 
wine  and  setrar,  whether  he  shall  go  to  Liverpool 
or  PaHslown  springs,  to  spend  the  summer  mom  lis,, 
and  finally  makes  up  his  mind,  empties  his  bottle, 
and  cries  out,  "waiter,  take  my  trunk  on  board  the 
Al^^>nn,"and  all  is  finis'ied.  This  is  the  way  we  do 
business  now-a-days.  Such  is  the  march  of  the 
mind;  the  rapid  pr<;gress  of  impi  )vement. 
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RevoLUTiosAur  papeus,  &c.  It  is  wlih  much 
pleasui-e,  that  the  editor  is  now  able  to  announce 
the  publication  of  his  iong'-projected  collection  of 
.  Revolutionary  papers,  speeches,  &c.  He  has  more 
than  redeemed  his  promise,  as  to  the  quanii'y  of 
matter — for  the  volume  contains  upwards  of  500 
pages,  instead  of  between  4  and  ^00,  as  originally 
proposed,  of  super-royal  8vo. — and  no  small  de- 
gree of  industry  has  been  exerted  as  to  the  qua- 
liiij  of  its  contents — which,  if  not  wholly  of  the 
character  that  some  would  desire,  may  generally 
prove  satistactory  to  all  wiio  can  make  a  reason- 
able allowance  for  the  dearth  of  materials,  and  the 
difficulty  that  needs  must  attend  a  Jint  attempt  of 
this  sort. 

This  volume  will  be  forwarded,  with  all  possible 
despatch,  to  those  who  have  subscribed  for  it, — 
and  a  few  extra  copies  may  be  had  at  the  original 
price  of  three  dollars  in  sheets,  or  3  dols.  75  cents 
bound. 

The  following  is  the  title  page  of  the  work: 
I'i'inciples  and  acts  of  the  revolution  in  America 
or,  an  attempt  to  collect  and  preserve  some  of 
the  speeches,  orations  and  proceedings,  with 
sketclies  and  remarks  on  men  and  things,  and 
other  fugitive  or  neglected  pieces,  belonging  to 
the  revolutionary  period  in  the  United  States, 
which,  happily,  terminated  in  the  establishment 
of  their  liberties:  vvitii  a  view  to  represent  the 
feeUngs  that  prevailed  in  the  "limes  that  tried 
men's  souls,"  to  excite  a  love  of  freedom,  and 
lead  the  people  to  vigilance,  as  the  condition  on 
which  it  is  granted.  Dedicated  to  tlie  young 
men  of  the  United  States.  By  IL  Niles.  "Cu'l- 
h'Cla  icidrescunt." 
Tiie  dedication  is  as  follows: 
To  the  young  men  of  the  United  Stutes,  this  vo- 
lume  of  revolutionary  papers,  speecl>es,  Sic.  is, 
respectfully,  dedicated;  in  the  hope  that  tiiey 
may  be  encouraged  to  adhere  to  the  simplicity 
of  truth,  as  set  forth  by  the  ])rinciples  and  acts 
of  tlieir  fathers,  and  emulate  the  noblest  deeds 
when  the  liberties^of  their  coimtry  are  endan- 
gered by  foreign  enemies  or  domestic  encroach- 
ments; so  that  the  blessings  whicli  these  patriots 
won  m;iy  descend  to  posterity,  and  our  rcpuBlic 
forever  continue  to  be  the  pride  of  humanity, 
atid  an  asylum  lor  the  oppressed  of  all  nations-, 
bytiieir  sincere  friend,  \\.  NILES. 

lialliimre,  .^pril,  1822. 

South  Ameuica.  On  the  the  12th  inst.  Mr.  B, 
Irvine,  at  Washington  City,  announced  his  inten- 
tions to  publish  "a  compendious  view  of  the  inde- 
pendent states,  lately  Spanish  provinces,  in  South 
America  and  Mexico;"and  on  the  14tli,  Mr.  Duanc, 
at  PiiiLidf  Iphia,  intimated  that  he  had  been  for  se- 
veral  years  collecting  and  arranging  the  materials 
ior  a  geographical  work  on  South  America.  With- 
out deciding  on  the  respective  merits  of  either  of 
the  proposed  authors,  we  may  venture  to  say  that, 
perhaps,  there  are  not  two  other  men  in  the  United 
States  so  capable  of  accomplishing  the  -mork  that 
they  aim  at.  They  have  both  been  collectors  of 
materials — Mr.  Irvine  has  visited  Colombia,  and  Mr. 
Duanc  long  been  in  correspondence  (as  well  as  Mr. 
I.>  with  manv  of  the  distinguii'hed  men  resident  in 
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the  countries  which  they  design  to  give  an  account 
of.  For  the  good  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
nov/  deeply  interested  in  tlie  subjects  to  be  treated 
of,  we  would  hope  that  they  may  be  induced  to  maice 
a  joint  labor  of  the  matter,  and  give  us  the  result  of . 
it.  Dr.  .Morse  is  also  preparing  a  geograpiiical  ac- 
count of  South  Am;rica~and,  out  of  the  efforts  of 
all,  we  exptct  to  obtain  much  information  on  things 
that,  hitherto,  we  have  only  seen  "as  through  a 
glass  dimly." 

Flcctuatios  op  stocks.  The  N.  Y.  D^ily  Ad- 
vertiser, of  the  11th  inst.  says— "Yesterday  United 
States  bank   stock  commenced  at  11  o'clock,'  at 

9  1-4  per  cent;  and  before  1,  sales  were  made  at 

10  3-4  per  cent,  but  before  2  o'clock,  the  same 
stocks  were  sold  at  9  1  4  p-r  cent,  again,  in  conse- 
quence of  t!ie  news  by  the  Columbia"  from  Liver- 
pool: to  wit,  we  presume,  the  contemplated  change 
of  British  5  per  cent,  stocks  into  others  to  bear  an 
interest  of  4  per  cent,  and  the  expectation  that  the 
bank  will  hereafter  discount  at  4  instead  of  5  per. 
cent.  What  a  pity  it  is,  that  even  tlie  price  of  our 
stocks  is  to  be  regulated  by  the  jobbers  of  'Changs 
Alley,  in  London— that  we  must  ever  be  on  the 
look-out  for  events  in  Europe — that  we  have  so  lit- 
tle in  ourselves  to  rely  upon.  But  this  comes  from 
the  want  of  a  national  l:;glsl.>tion.  The  very  suO- 
sisience  of  our  government  is  built  upon  the  con- 
duct and  proceedings  o'i  foreigners — who  mete  out 
to  us  prosperity  or  distress,  by  their  crimes  or  ca- 
prices—virtually regulate  the  value  of  houses  and 
lands  and  labor  in  the  United  States,  and  render  us 
not  much  better  than  if  we  had  a  colonial  instead 
of  an  independent  establishment.  While  we  are 
thus  conditioned,  it  is  nearly  impossible  that  we 
should  ever  attain  a  proud,  peculiar  national  cha- 
racter. All  that  mainly  interests  us,  from  a  public 
revenue  for  the  support  of  the  nation,  down  to  a 
pair  of  sliovel  and  tongs  for  our  jjrivate  chimney- 
corners,  so  much  rests  on  foreign  acts  and  actors, 
that  a  noble,  generous  home-feehng,  cannot  be  ful- 
ly entertained  in  the  hearts  of  our  citizens. 


Taxation.  Salt  is  an  article  of  necessity — and 
the  poor  man  consumes  as  much  of  it  as  the  rich 
one;  nay,  if  he  labors  severely,  he  requires  more. 
We  have  seen  a  particular  statement  which  shews 
that  a  cargo,  or  quantity  of  salt,  which  cost  glOOO 
for  the  original  investment,  may  be  subject  to 
the  payment  of  2000  dollars  for  duties,  or  the  tax 
on  consumption.  We  only  tax  this  article  to  doa- 
ble the  amount  of  its  own  proper  value — wliereas 
in  England,  the  domestic  consumer  has  to  pay- 
about  twenty-five  times  the  sum  which  the  ma- 
nufacturer receives  for  it — so  we  are  not  so  hea- 
vily taxed  as  we  miglit  jc! 


V/iLD  sheep.  The  N.  Y.  Statesman  mentions  the 
receipt  of  a  specimen  of  wool,  the  produce  of 
wild  sheep,  that  were  found  on  or  about  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  at  the  sources  of  the  Missouri  and  Co- 
lumbia rivers.  Numerous  flocks  of  them  are  said 
to  inhabit  those  regions,  and  it  is  tiiought  that  thev 
may  be  easily  domesticated.  'I'he  wool,  in  fine- 
ness, softness  and  delicacy,  resembles  tiiat  of  ths 
Cashmere  goat. 
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PiRAcv.    So:T)e   very  a:;j<ruvauiiij  cases  of  pira 
dy,  in  certain  instaiices  attended  wiili  niuider,  vet 
occur  OH  the  coutit  ot'Ciihu.     One   vfssel  Iims  been 
robbed  ot  i.ro(>eriy  to  the  amount  ot  )6,uOU  dollars 
-i-another  of  h  cai-i^o  still  mure  valuable. 

The  Huvana  A^oncion'i  has  some  renuiiks  on  ^Jr. 
McLane's  speech  on  iniroducmg  the  report  of  the 
naval  cotnmiltee.  The  editor  states  thai  the  local 
aiitiiorities  of  the  island  huve  done  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  put  an  end  to  piracy;  but  thuiks  it 
strange  that  complaints  should  be  mule  by  a  menri- 
ber  of  the  American  congress,  seeing- that  so  many 
piratical  cruisers  were  fitted  out  in  tlie  ports  of 
the  United  States,  and  thut  ali  the  representatioiis 
of  the  Spanish  agents  could  only  oblrtin  some  "trif- 
ling custom  house  regulations,  which  had  little  or 
no  influence  in  checking  the  evil,"  Jkc. 

Treatv  of  Ghent.  A  report  is  circulated  at 
Washingion,  and  the  fact  most  probably  is  so.  that 
the  question  between  the  United  Slates  and  Great 
Britain,  which  was  referred  to  the  arbitration  of 
the  emperor  of  /l7tssia,  respecting  slaves  deported 
during  the  late  war,  has  been  decided  by  him  in 
favor  of  this  government 

The  commissioners  to  establish  the  boundary 
line,  under  the  5th  article  of  the  said  treaty,  lately 
held  their  final  meeting  in  New-York — They  disa- 
greed in  opinion,  and  have  made  reports  accord- 
ingly totiieir  respective  governments. 

Irok.  It  is  stated  that  the  British  minister  at 
"Washington  has  protestwd  against  the  duty  imp  sed 
or  rolled  iron  being  higher  than  that  of  liummered, 
as  being  a  violation  of  the  convention  made  with 
Great  Hritain.  The  same  point  was  once  before 
presented  by  Mr.  Ragot. 

PniLABELPHiA.  Ou  Sunday  morning  last,  long 
Before  the  hour  of  service  had  arrived,  the  streets 
and  avenues  leading  to  St.  Mary's  church  were 
blocked  up  by  a  "solid  moving  mass  of  popula- 
tion." When  the  service  wasabout  to  commence 
and  tlie  rev.  Mr.  Hogan  had  presented  himself  to 
perform  it,  some  of  v/hat  is  called  the  "bishop's 
party"  advanced  as  if  to  resist  him — a  great  sensa- 
tion and  some  tumult  follow'ed;  a  constable  was 
called  in  and  these  persons  retired — after  which 
Mr.  H.  proceeded  as  usual,  and  every  thing  was 
quiet  during  the  day.  This  rev.  gentleman  has 
;,ust  obtained  a  great  triumph  by  a  decision  in 
the  mayor's  court,  in  v.hich  an  apparently  verv 
worthless  woman  preferred  certain  rude  charges 
against  him — of  all  which  he  was  most  decisively 
acquitted,  aftei"  the  trial  had  occupied  the  court 
ijiany  days. 


A  3I0RT  STLEXDii)  "WORK  is  just  about  to  be  pub 
lished,  entitled  "Description  de  I'Egypt,"  from 
facts,  &c.  collected  during  the  expedition  of  the 
French  army  It  will  contain  900  of  the  largest 
folio  engravings,  on  which  it  is  said  that  the  French, 
government  has  expended  many  millicms  of  francs. 
The  engraving  ot  one  portrait  cost  §1200. 

The  Marian7«a  Flora.  On  the  10th  inst.  in  the 
United  States  district  court,  sitting  at  Boston,  a  de- 
finitive decree  was  rendered  in  the  case  of  the  Por- 
tuguese ship  M.'.rianna  Flora,  sent  into  Roston  some 
time  since  by  the  U.  S.  .nchooner  Alligator,  lieut. 
Stockton  The  sum  of  §19,150  75,  and  costs,  were 
awarded  to  the  owners,  and  tlie  further  sum  of 
g500  to  the  crew  of  the  Portuguese  ship,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  ttieir  imprisioasnent.    From  tbis  d?- 


cree  the  captois  have  claimed  an  appeal  to  the  cir'- 
cuit  court. 

Commercial.  It  was  decided  by  the  court  of 
king's  bench,  in  February  term,  in  the  case  of. Cox 
vs.  'Pioy,  that  a  person  has  a  right  to  cancel  any  ac- 
ceptance he  m.iy  iiavc  giVen  to  a  bill  any  time  previ- 
ous to  that  bill  beiiig  caiK;d  for  by  the  holder  of  it. 
it  v/as  ruled  by  lord  Eileiiborougli  for  many  years, 
ti'a',  if  af  bill  was  once  accepted,  the  acceptor,  no 
matter  what  new  liglit  had  broken  in  upon  hini  a.? 
as  to  the  drawer,  between  t!»e  interval  of  the  bill 
being  left  for  acceptance  and  its  being  called  for, 
had  no  right  to  cancel  his  acceptance.  This  legal 
reading  is  now  touud  to  be  erroneous. 

Law  cases.  A  ferry  steam  boat  at  New  Yorl^ 
lately  run  afoul  of  a  fishing  boat  lying  at  anchor, 
whereb}  the  latter  was  injured  and  one  of  the  per- 
sons on  board  of  her  had  his  collar  bone  broken, 
h.c.  It  seems  to  have  been  admitted  that  eacl» 
party  endeavored  to  avoid  a  coming  into  contact, 
but  the  fishing  boat  was  not  discovered  in  time 
from  the  steam  boat  to  prevent  the  accident.  An 
action  at  law  was  brouglu  for  damages  sustainecl, 
and  awarded  against  the  proprietors  of  the  steam 
boat  to  the  amount  of  250  dollars,  the  whole  sun* 
claimed — because  it  was  the  business  of  a  vessel 
under  way  to  avoid  another  lying  at  anchor. 

Another  case  was  also  decided  in  the  same  city 
of  some  importance  to  shippers  and  the  owners  of 
vessels.  A  box  was  put  on  board  a  vessel  bound 
to  IJaltimore,  which  had- on  it  only  the  name  and 
residence  of  the  person  to  whom  it  behmged.  Af- 
ter some  days,  a  great  smoke  was  discovered  in 
the  hold  of  the  vessel — with  great  personal  ha:;ard 
aiid  diffi  ulty,  the  cause  was  found  out— the  box 
contained  uquafortis,-  and  the  damage  doi.?  to  the 
cargo  by  its  leakage  was  estimated  at  S^^O;  which 
amount  w.as  recovered  of  the  shipper,  though  the 
shipment  had  not  been  made  on  his  own  account. 

The  slave  trade.  .7.  Lacos'.c,n\  Charleston,  S. 
C.  who  was  convicted  at  IJoston,  in  1820,  of  being 
engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  and  condemned  to  live 
years  ini]risonment  and  the  piyment  of  a  fir.  of 
gj.OOO,  hits  been  pardoned  b*  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  who  has  also  remitted  tlie  pecuniary 
penalty.  In  justification  of  this  proceeding,  it  is 
stated  that  Lacoste,  at  the  time  of  his  coinictioii, 
was  only  nineteen  years  of  age — that  his  conduct, 
in  other  respects,  had  been  exemplary,  contrihut- 
iog  largely  to  the  support  of  his  aged  mother  and 
sisters — that  the  punisnment  he  had  undergone 
had  impaired  his  health,  and  th.if  he  often  express- 
ed  his  contrition  for  having  been  engaged  in  tlie 
detestable  traffic:  On  the  other  side,  it  is  urged 
that,  since  the  conviction  of  Lacost<",  the  trade 
has  been  made  piracy  by  an  act  of  congress,  sanc- 
tioned by  the  president,  and  that  the  release  of  the 
prisoner  from  I'ae  milder  op^  ration  of  <lie  former 
law,  affords  reason  to  believe  that  \fr.  Mohr':e  will 
not  feel  disposed  to  execute  tlie  latter  one,  and 
p'lnisli  with  di-ath  those  who  may  be  found  .guilty 
of  having  violated  it.  It  w  .tjld  be  unfonunate, 
indeed,  if  this  impression  should  go  abroad,  for  it 
raav  encour.ige  fresh  adventurers  in  tlie  murderous 
traffic;  a  trafljc  not  only  execiv.ble  from  the  amount 
of  human  life  destroyed  in  cairying  it  on,  but  for 
the  reason  fhat  it  increases  the  imount  of  human 
misery,  which  will  be  avenged  as  surely  as  it  is  ap. 
pointed  for  :.li  men  once  to  die.  Ff  there  is  any 
offence  that  is  u-serving  of  death,  it  is  that  of  be- 
ing engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  in  which  the  cala:- 
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Hon  is  made  how  many  of  the  poor  wretches  will 
die  on  the  voyage,  juntas  a  cargo  ot  apples  or  other 
peristiabio  articles  are  estimated;  but  llus,  bad  as 
it  is,  is  only  tlie  betjinning  of  its  evils.  God  is  just. 

"The  blue  book."  What  is  called  the  "Court 
Calendar"  in  Knglaiid,  from  being-  done  up  in  red 
leather,  is  generally  uenominated  the  »'Iled  liook." 
It  is  provided  by  law,  that,  every  two  years,  a  simi- 
lar work  shall  be  published  in  the  United  States, 
to  contain  a  list  of  all  the  public  officers,  their 
agents  and  clerks,  and  the  amount  of  their  pay  and 
emoluments  respr-ctively;  which,  from  being  bound 
in  blue  leatlier,  is  called  the  "Blue  Book" — and 
Hue  enough  it  is,  on  maiiy  acccants.  But  it  is  de- 
fective in  many  parts  that  were  complete!)  under 
the  control  of  the  heads  of  the  diflerent  depart- 
ments. The  amount  of  receipts  by  some  p^^rsons 
is  not  given  at  all,  and  in  others  is  put  down  in  a 
Avay  that  comptett-ly  defeats  the  great  pnrp  .ses 
designed  by  tlie  law,  and  oifflcs  a  wholesome  ex- 
amination of  ilie  facts  by  the  people.  We  do  not 
wish  to  be  particular,  but  there  are  some  things  in 
this  book  that  tiave  the  appearance  o'  an  intent  to 
screen  certain  in;lividuals  — for  it  is  itnpossi!)le  to 
believe  that  a  suoonlinute  otficer  cannot  b'.-  com- 
pelled to  give  in  all  the  items  required  by  an  act  of 
congress.  There  is  nothing  so  disgusting  as  that 
which  pretends  to  be  whut  it  is  not— and  the  most 
hateful  of  all  things,  is  a  falsehood  set  torth  m  the 
words  of  trutli.  We  shall  speedily  notice  this  book 
more  at  large. 

Dkbates  of  congress.    Mr.  Elliott,  editor  of  the 
"Washington  City  Gazette,"  proposes,  at  the  next 
session  of  congress,  to  employ  five  competent  re- 
porters, two  for  the  senate  and  three  for  the  house 
of  representatives,  by  the  aid  of  whom  he  expects 
to  be  able  to  publish  every  evening  the  debate  that 
actually  took  place  during  the  day — to  give  a  view 
of  things  as  they  happened,  and  will  positively  re- 
ject the  insertion  of  speeches  not  really  deliv- red; 
and  he  intends  weekly  to  publish  a  sheet  in  hand- 
some 4to,  embracing  the  most  important  pubhc  do- 
cuments, at  5S  for  each  session.     The  "Gazette," 
will  remain  at  its  present  price  of  lOg  for  the  daily 
paper,  and  5g  for  that  which  is  published  three 
times  a  week;  but  Mr.  Elliott  seeks  for  additional 
patronage  (and  we  earnestly  hope  that  he  may  ob- 
tain it),  to  accomplish  this  grf-at  undertaking.     It 
is  exceedingly  wanted,  and,  if  faithfully  executed, 
will  much  curtnil  idle  debate* — but  it  will  require: 
no  small  degi  ee  ofiHrmness,  in  a  person  at  Wuslting. 
ton,  to  represent  things  as  they  really  occur  in  tlie 
capitol;  for  we  would  hope  xXvAlall  which  does  hap- 
pen may  be  put  down,  even  to  a  significant  shaking 
of  the  head  or  pointing  of  the  finger — such  as  we 
ourselves   huve   witnessed.     Such  a  press  would 
be  as  a  political  barometer;  and  instruct  the  peo. 
pie  in  matters  of  the  highest  interest.     In  mak- 
ing  these  remarks  we  do  not  wish   to  take  any 
thing  from  the  merits  of  the  editors  of  the  "National 
Intelligencer,"  and  they  are  great- but  we  have 
long  seen  the  necessity  of  a  closer  detail  of  the 
doingsof  coi.gress,  in  the  belief  that  many  speeches 
that  have  been  made  would  never  have  been  heard, 
if  the   fnct  had  existed  that  they  would  be  pub- 
lished  just  as  they  were  dehvered. 

*The  speech  of  an  "honorable  member  from  Ma- 
ryland," as  reported  for  the  Boston  Daily  Mlverli 
«er,  which  is  just  now  running  through  the  papers, 
may  be  offered  as  presumptive  proof  of  this  asser- 
tion; 


Mr.  Elliott  annexes  to  his  prospectus  Mr.  Bu' 
one's  account  of  the  manner  of  taking'  debates  in 
the  British  parliament,  by  which  a  discussion,  no 
matter  how  long,  is  oft -.ntijTies  published  in  a  cou- 
ple of  hours  after  it  is  finished.  After  explaining 
the  method,  Mr.  D.  has  the  following  paragraphs: 

"We  know  of  a  case  in  which  a  reporter  was 
called  upon  to  suppress  part  of  a  speech  actually  de- 
livered; the  reporter  refused;  and  because  he  would 
not  suppress  the  trutti,  he  was  excluded  from  the 
house  — [of  congress.] 

"We  know  of  a  case  in  which  a  member  of  con- 
gress  sought  to  impose  upon  a  rejMirter  a  speech 
never  spoken  by  him,  but  which  contained  the  ac- 
tual speeches  of  three  otht-r  members;  the  report- 
er rei'used;  and  this  speech  was  published  with  the 
name  of  the  impostor,  and  quoted  as  his  speech  in 
the  British  parliament." 

To  which  we  may  add  another  case — We  know 
a  person,  then  a  mem'.ier  of  tlie  congress  of  the 
United  Stales,  who  made  a  "great  speech,"  an  im- 
portant part  of  which  was — word,  letter  and  figure, 
in  most  instances,  taken  from  a  political  pamjjhlet, 
(written  by  the  editor  of  the  "Weekly  Registv-r,** 
1.3  or  1  i  years  ago),  and  given  to  the  "honorable 
house"  as  the  result  of  his  own  calculations  and 


reasonings  on  them. 

Fl.^x — i(s  cultivation  and  manufaclure. — Mr  W. 
Uusse'  of  Otsei(o,  N  Y.  soweil,  the  beginning  of  last 
-May,  eight  quarts  of  flax  seed,  from  Long  Island, 
on  one  quarier  of  an  acre  of  land.  The  produce 
was  two  hundred  and  forty-twopoundsof  well  dres- 
sed flax,  and  live  bushels  and  three  pecks  of  seed, 
i'he  flax  sold  for  10  cents  per  pound,  and  the  seed 
(to  his  neighbors)  for  g2  per  bushel,  amounting  to 
S35  70. 

We  have  recently  mentioned  Vfr.  Day's  grand  in- 
vention for  cleaning  flax  and  hemp,  by  which  every 
necessary  operation  on  these  materials,  from  their 
state  after  being  pulled  to  a  condition  when  ready 
for  spinning,  may  be  performed  for  :^uo  cents  per  lb. 
And  the  late  English  papers  notice  the  perfection 
of  machinery  by  which  flax  may  be  spun  '^ivilh  thp 
same  facility  iis  cotton,  and  it  only  remains  for  the  ar- 
ticle to  be  grown  of  a  fibre  fine  enough  for  that  purposCf 
to  produce  thread  suitable  for  bobbin  net,  cambrick^ 
,<iwns,  cJc."     This  machinery,  it-appears,  has  been 
approved  by  the  »Society  of  Arts  ind  the  Board  of 
!  rude."     The  British  paper  says — "The  necessity, 
of  confining  the  benefit  of  the  invention  exclusively 
to  our  own  country,  must  be  too  obvious  to  need  a 
single  observation,  and  although  the  inventor  has, 
within  the  last  few  months, received  proposals  from 
foreigners,  of  a  nature  almost  too  temptingto  be  re- 
sisted, yet  to  his  honor  be  it  spoken,  he  has  refused 
to  disclose  his  scheme,  and  to  accept  the  advantages 
ottered,  solely  on  the  ground  of  the  injury  it  would 
do  to  his   own  country.     .Most  sincerely  then,  do 
we  hope,  that  the  proposed  publioation  may  be 
averted,  and  that  paaliarnent  may,  in  its  wisdom,  see 
the  propriety  of  voting  to  the  inventor  a  sum  ade- 
quate to  compensate  hun  for  his  labor,  so  that  the 
moilels  and  machinery  may  be  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  government,  to  prevent  the  incalculable 
injury  it  would  do  to  the  nation,  by  its  being  carri- 
ed abr.jad.     The  question  is  one  of  vital  importas.oe 
to  our  manufacturing  interests,  and  will,  we  trust, 
be  taken  up  on  national  grounds  "     [The  object 
of  thewriter  appears  to  be  to  prevent  such  machi- 
nery for  spinning  flax  from  being  used  at  all.] 

British  iwigration  to  N'orth   'Vmerica.     The 
"Democratic  Press"  says— From  official  returns  or- 
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deif-d  to  be  primed  by  the  house  of  commons,  we 
Jearn  that  the  whole  number  of  passengers  which 
embarked  from  Ireland  for  the  tinned  Slates,  from 
the  year  1812  to  1821,  both  years  inclusive,  was 
30.  653. 

From  the  same  authority  we  learn  that  in  the 
same  period,  the  number  of  passengers  which  em- 
barked from  England  for  the  Unitt:d  States  was 
thirty-three  t/iou^cnid  six  hund.  cd  and  eight. 

The  same  authority  informs  us  that  during  the 
same  period  of  time,  the  number  of  passengers 
Which  embarked  from  Sco'land  to  the  United  Slates 
vas  four  thonsand  seven  hundred  and  twenti/- seven. 
Tlius  the  whole  number  of  passengers  which  em- 
barked in  the  united  kingdom  in  the  period  men 
tiontd,  was  sixty  ei^ht  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
tighly  ciffht. 

From  the  same  official  papers  we  learn  that  in 
tile  same  period,  there  embarked  for  the  British  do 
minions  in  North  America  from  Ireland  47,223;  from 
England  23  783,  and  from  Scotland  19,971,  making 
a  loUl  of  90,972  persons  that  embarked  from  the 
united  kingdom  for  the  British  dominions  in  Amei'i 
ca.  .  Thus  the  whole  number  of  emigrants  from  the 
united  kingdom  for  North  America,  from  the  year 
1812  to  tlie  year  1S21,  both  years  included,  was 
one  hundred  andffti;  nine  thousand  nine  hundred  arid 
sixty." 

Oj=It  may  be  added,  that  a  major  part  of  those 
who  embarked  for  the  ''British  dominions  in  North 
America,"  proceeded  almost  direct  to  tiie  United 
States.  By  referring  to  the  emigration  tables  that 
liave  been  given  in  this  work,  it  will  appear  that 
in  every  week  there  wfre  nianv  ariivals  in  our  pits 
I'lorn  St.  Andrews,  &c.  with  passengers  just  from 
Europe. 

Mosey  rs.  subsistence.  In  page  86,  of  the  pre. 
sent  volume,  when  speaking  of  the  value  of  human 
life,  &c.  we  took  occasion  lo  notice  the  difference 
of  the  cost  of  living  in  France  and  England.  Since 
then  we  have  mei  with  the  following  summary  ar- 
ticle on  the  subject — 

"An  intelligent  writer  in  the  Londton  Traveller, 
gives  a  minute  statement  of  tlie  exjieiiscs  of  hving 
in  Purls  and  in  London.  In  precisely  the  same 
stvle,  the  expanses  in  the  first  city  are,  for  a  gen- 
tleman, lady  and  female  servant,  21.  10s.  od.  ster- 
ling per  week;  ill  the  latter,  51  7s.  6a' ;  amusements, 
opera,  theatre,  Sec.  six  nights  in  the  week,  in  Paris, 
9s.  6d.;  in  London,  1^.  5s.  6d.  Exclusive  of  dress, 
tl;iee  persons  may  live  in  comfort  and  luxury  in 
Paris  for  130/.  per  annum;  in  London,  the  same 
living  will  cost  280/.  If  economy  be  studied,  in  a 
cheap  part  of  France,  a  family  may  live  as  well  on 
80/.  per  annum,  as  in  the  cheapest  part  of  England 
for  120/.  These  facts  acc!ount  for  the  great  num- 
ber of  English  residents  m  France." 

WoNET.    The  state  of  .Maryland  lately  Is.nied  pro- 
posals for  a  loan,  to  be.ir  an  interest  oi'fvc  l)er  ce7tt. 
For  that  part    which  was  not  redeemable    for  30 
years,  a  premii.m  of  ten  per  cent,  was  olfered. — 
That  which  was  redeeniable  at  pleasure,  brought 
only  p  >r.     Thus    we  see,  that,  though   money   is 
♦•■scarcer"  than  ever  it  was,  as  to  the  people  in  ge- 
neral, it  i.«  yet  plenty  for  investments  in  loans:  tlie 
reason  'i^,  th.it  our  capitalists  do  not  know  how  they  ^ 
can  safely  circulate  it.     Several  of  those  who  are 
called  «  mnnied   men"  have   recently  expressed  an  j 
opinion  that,  from  the  great  and  continued  exports  ; 
of  spece,  money  would  b.  come  yet  more  diflicult  j 
to  be  obtained,  for  ordinary  transactions,  than  the  I 


pres  nt  generation  has  known  it  to  be  -  this  is  pro 
phecying  evil;  the  present  times  are  bad  enough 


Kentucky  From  the  <' Union,"  printed  at 
Washington,  Kentucky,  of  .March  27 — '^Our  cir. 
ciilaiinq-  medium,  from  present  appearances,  must 
soon  entirely  cease  to  circulate.  It  is  at  a  range 
of  165,  perhaps  to  200  dollars  for  100  dollars  iii 
specie,  and  rapidly  depreciating.  I'he  legislature 
had  it  in  their  power  to  prevent  this,  and  must 
have  known  it.  Daring  the  last  session,  while  it 
was  understood  and  believed  that  no  more  paper 
would  be  issued  by  the  C.immon wealth's  bank,  and 
that  the  quantity  in  circulation  v.oukl  be  rcguLrly 
diminislied,  by  caiis  on  the  borrowers,  exchmge 
fell  very  considerably;  and  that  too  at  a  time  vvheii 
the  proceeds  of  the  droves  of  cattle,  hogs  and 
horses,  the  great  resource  of  specie,  had  n-jt  ar- 
rived in  the  country  Why  our  representatives 
should  have  thought  it  necessary  to  disappoint  'he 
expectations  wiiich  they  had  raised,  and  desiroy 
prospects  which  were  certainly  not  to'>  flattering, 
remains  to  be  accounted  for.  The  lelief  which 
the  Commonwealtl»'sbank  was  calculated  to  afford;, 
had  already  been  afforded.  Those  who  were  in 
debt,  and  had  property  to  pay  their  debts,  had 
had  time  given  them  for  converting  their  properly 
into  money,  and  for  making  arrangements',  at  least, 
to  pay  their  debts.  As  much  paper  had  already 
been  issued  by  the  Cominonwealth's  bank  as  was 
sufKcient  for  the  whole  circulation  of  the  'ountry. 
It  had  depreciated  to  140  or  150  for  100  This 
was  surely  a  depreciation  suffieient  to  prevent  its 
going  out  of  the  state.  What,  then,  coald  have 
mafle  it  necessai'V  to  issue  more,  and  by  that  means 
to  jeopardize,  or  certainly  prevent,  its  circula- 
tion' The  legislature  had  seen,  that  the  mere  ex- 
pectattoii  and  belief,  that  the  cpiantity  in  circula- 
tion  would  be  slowly  and  certainly  diminished,  had 
enhanced  the  value  of  the  paper.  For  the  mere 
purposes  of  relief,  in  any  honest  or  honorable  sense 
of  the  word,  it  was  necessary  that  the  paper  should 
increase  in  credit,  not  diminish;  and  that  its  circu- 
lation should  be  insured.  Did  not,  then,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  legislaturf,  by  pursuing  measures, 
vvhicli  it  was  known  must  have  a  contrary  tendency, 
act  as  the  enemies  of  the  Commonwealth's  bank.' 
The  slock  raisers,  and  many  of  the  hemp  and  to- 
bacco growers,  we  are  told,  refuse  taking  this  pa- 
per  for  their  produce.  The  commission  merchants 
are  now  said  to  refuse  it.  Will  it  not  then  be  the 
duty  of  the  legislature,  at  the  May  session,  to  use 
all  the  means  now  left  in  their  power,  to  restore 
the  credit  of  this  paper.'  Ifthey  do  not  now  be- 
stir themselves;  ifthey  do  not,  by  som*^  means,  not 
only  prevent  its  depreciation,  but  restore  it  to 
something  like  a  respectable  standing,  they  tvill 
have  fairly  Ir^isluCcd  its  nut  'fa  circulatin:,'  medium,- 
and  the  country  will  suifer  much  jnore  from  legis- 
la'ive  relief  iha.n  from  all  its  other  dijjicullies  toge. 
ther." 

Dn    FnANKLiTT  concluded  a  letter  to  his  friend 
O.  Whaley,  esq.   (written   M .y   18,   1787),  in  the^^ 
following  words — 

•'You  are  now  78,  and  T  am  82  You  tread  fast 
upon  my  heels;  but  though  you  have  more  strength 
and  spirit,  you  cannot  come  up  with  me  till  T  stop, 
which  must  be  soon;  for  I  have  grown  so  old  as  to 
have  buried  most  of  the  friends  (if  my  youth;  and 
I  now  often  hear  p'  rsons  whom  I  knew  when  chil- 
dren, called  old  Mr.  Sucha-one,  to  distinguish 
them  from  their  sons,  now  men  grown  and  in  busi- 
ness; so  that  living  twelve  years  beyond  David's  pe« 
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rioci,  I  seem  to  have  ininuleil  ni^selt  into  the  con- 
paiiy  ut  posterity,  when  I  oiigiit  to  be  a-b«;l  and 
asleep.  Yet,  had  I  pone  at  70,  I  would  have  ci!t 
off  tv/elve  of  the  most  active  years  of  my  life,  em- 
ployed too  in  matters  of  the  greatest  importance; 
but  whether  I  lave  been  doiii^  gcod  or  n.ischief,  it 
is  tor  time  to  discover.  I  only  know  that  I  intend- 
ed well  and  I  hope  all  will  end  well." 

The  East  India  oir.pnny  commenced  businoss 
•with  a  capital  of  if  72,U00  sterliii.?:,  which  in  200 
years  has  increased  to  ^121,000,000;  they  own 
380,000  squne  miles;  huve  80,000,0  )0  of  ii.habi. 
tants;  150,000  soldi*  rs;  and  17,000  OoO  annual  in- 
come. This  is  a  prodigious  power  for  an  incor- 
porated company  to  possess. — No  woitderthat  Eng- 
land opposes  Ilussia  in  attenipis  to  subjugate  1  iir- 
iey  and  find  a  short  cut  to  India. 

Tins  company,  in  consequence  of  bills  drawn  on 
them,  lately  paid  into  t!ic  bank  of  Kng'and  one  mil- 
lion seven  hundred  thousand  poiinds  in  a  week! 


FonETG:v  news.  Londoii  papers  of  the  28th  Feb. 
have  iieen  received  at  New  York,  by  an  arrival 
from  Liverpool,  '{"he  following  is  a  brief  abstract, 
tiC.  of  all  that  it  s»ems  necf^ssary  for  us  to  place  be- 
fore our  readers,  to  keep  tKem  familiar  with  the 
chain  of  events  abroad. 

It  is  hinted  that  the  king  of  England  is  negociat- 
Irg  for  a  princess  of  Denmark. 

The  British  undersecretary  of  state,  has  public- 
ly denied  that  instructions  had  been  sent  to  the 
\Yest  Fnv'.ia  islands  'hat  the  ports  should  be  open  to 
the  direct  trade  of  the  United  States,  on  the  princi- 
ples of  reciprocity  proposed  by  the  American  go- 
vernment. 

The  report  is  verev.ed,  that  the  bank  will  dis- 
count at  four,  instead  of  five  per  cent. 

The  depressed  state  of  the  agricultural  interest 
deeply  engages  the  attention  of  parliament.  -Beef 
and  mutton  were  selling  at  three  lialf'-pence  per  lb. 
other  tilings  in  proportion.  These  prices  will  not 
allow  the  payment  of  tythes  and  axes;  nor  can  they 
bo  colUcted,  beeatise  there  are  few  that  ai-e  able 
and  willing  to  buy  the  property  of  farmers  sold  out. 
Tl'.is  class  of  people  were  hardly  ever  betrire  in  a 
condition  so  distressing. 

A  motion  to  reduce  the  number  of  seamen  and 
marines,  from  21,000  to  19,000  was  neg  .tived. 

Ir'.-land  is  in  a  mor3  and  more  horrible  state — ar- 
son, rape  and  murder,  and  every  other  foul  crime 
that  can  be  imagined,  is  attributed  to  the  wretclied 
peasantry.  The  special  commission  at  Cork  lately 
closed  its  session,  i-nd,  on  the  last  day,  sentence  of 
death  was  passed  on  thirty  Jive  of  the  White  Roys! — 
.Some  of  these  were  ordered  almost  to  instant  exe- 
cution, others  were  allowed  a  little  time^and  three 
.were  recommended  to  mercy.  Many  were  sen- 
teiiced  to  transportation. 

1  he  following  is  one  of  the  numerous  notices 
which  have  been  placarded  in  the  county  of  Lime- 
rick: 

"VVe  war  not  against  our  king  nor  his  govern- 
ment. Had  he  occasion  for  our  services,  he  should 
find  UP  true  to  the  last  drop  of  our  blood.  We  war 
not  against  our  fellow  man  for  his  religion—  that  is 
between  himself  and  his  creator.  But  we  wage 
eternal  war  against  absentees,  rack-rents,  andtythe 
proctors,  for  they  have  left  our  children  houseless, 
without  a  home,  in  cold  and  in  hunger,  and  desjjai.-  " 

The  following  notice  was  posted  outside   Adare 
chaFi,el,  and  taken  down  by  one  of  the  3d  light  dra- 
goons:— 
-    "Gen.  Cock,  com,  in  chief  of  the  army  of  Ire- 


land, bfing'  desiiousof  orgainziig,  with  as  iittle  de-, 
lay  as  possible,  an  adminislraiive  power  for  the  pro« 
viiice  of  the  county  of  Curk,  directs  as  follows:  1st, 
That  every  individual.from  the  age  o1  15  to  40  inclu- 
sive, is  required,  in  tise  name  of  the  Irish  republic,  in- 
stantly to  repair  to  the  rebel  camp,  in  order  to  march 
in  mass  against  the  common  enemy,  the  tyrant  of 
Ireland — the  E;iglish,  whose  destruction  alone  can 
nsure  the  independence  and  the  welfare  ot  the  an- 
ient H  hernia. 

,  (signed)  "The  general  commandingin-chief 
of  the  army  of  Ireland,  John  Rock, 
K.  C.  B. 

"All  to  march  to  Cioom  or  Mallow  with  speed, 
the  fate  of  the  Palant.nes  will  be  the  fate  of  all  who 
shall  stay  at  home  these  bad  times." 

C/ianp-e  of  stocks. — A  London  paper  ©f  the  22nd 
of  Feb.  contains  the  following  projects  and  pro- 
ceedings for  a  ciiange  of  the  5  per  cent,  stocks  into 
stocks  bearing  an  in'  e  est  of  4  per  cent. 

Yesterday  b'  ing  fixed  by  the  earl  of  Liverpool 
and  Mr  Yansittart  to  sec  the  bankers  and  othei* 
holders  of  five  per  cent,  stock,  so  early  as  11  o'clock 
a  great  number  of  gentlemen  assembled  in  the 
rooms  and  pitssages  of  the  trctsury,  leading  to  the 
board  room —  and  when  the  earl  of  Liverpool  and 
Mr.  Yansittart,  with  the  secretaries  of  the  treasury 
and  the  governor  and  depuiy  governor  of  the  bank, 
entered  the  room,  it  was  filled  almost  immediately. 

.\bout  half  past  12,  the  earl  of  Liverpool  addres- 
sed himself  to  the  meeting  in  the  following  manner: 

•'Ge/i^/fMjen  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
and  mys  If  have  been  desirous  of  seeing  you,  for 
the  purpose  o!  communicating  to  you  the  terms  o;i 
which  it  is  intended  to  pay  off  the  five  per  cents; 
and  tlie  measures  to  be  pursued  with  respect  to 
such  person  as  may  choose  to  dissent  from  those 
terms.  Gentlemen,  we  are  tlesirotis  of  seeing  you, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  any  discussion 
of  the  terms,  but  merely  to  infi.irm  you  what  ther 
are.  I  will  now  proceed  to  read  them — th.ey  will 
then  be  delivered  to  the  governor  and  deputy-go- 
vernor of  the  bunk,  who  will  take  the  necess:iry 
steps  to  have  them  made  as  public  in  the  city  as 
possible." 

His  lordship  then  read  the  following  paper: 

"A  nt-w  stock  to  be  created,  beariiig  an  interest 
at  the  rate  of  four  percent,  per  annum,  liie  interest 
to  be  payable  on  the  5th  of  .fanuary  and  the  5th  ot 
July,  in  each  year,  and  not  to  be  paid  of!"  until  the 
5ih  of  January,  1829. 

"All  holders  of  five  per  cents  who  shall^.ot  signi- 
fy their  dissent,  to  have  for  every  100/  five  percent. 
Annuities,  lo5/.-in  the  new  tour  percent,  stock. 

"I  he  first  dividend  of  the  new  four  per  cent, 
stock  to  be  payable  on  the  5th  January,  182o. 

"Books  to  be  ojjened  at  the  bank  from  Monday, 
the  4th  of  March,  to  Saturday,  the  I6ih  of  Mar-;h, 
1822,  both  clays  inclusive,  for  receiving  signatures 
of  persons  dissenting. 

"Persons  not  signifying  their  di.ssent  within  this 
|.eriod,  to  be  deemed  to  have  assented,  unless  they 
shall  have  been  out  of  the  united  kingdom  tor  the 
whole  of  such  periorl;  in  which  case -they  phall  be 
I  ermitted  to  express  such  dissent  at  ary  tinric  ho- 
i  ore  the  first  day  of  June,  182';  and  any  persons  who 
■^1  ay  be  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  except  Eu- 
rope, to  be  permitted  to  express  their  dissent  at 
ny  time  before  the  1st  day  of  March  1823. 

"Persons  dissenting  to  be  paid  off  in  the  numeri- 

al  order  in  which  tl.eir  names  may  be  subscribed, 

Mich  payments  commence  on  the  5th  July,  1S22, 

ind  to  be  continued  at  such  periods,  and  ii>  sucU 

manner,  as  parliament  may  direct. 
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"All  holders  of  five  per  cent,  stock  will  receive 
the  dividends  due  on  the  5th  July,  1822." 

His  lordship  rtad  the  paper  a  second  time,  and 
then  delivered  it  to  the  governor  ot  the  bunk. 

A  gentleman,  whose  nnine  we  could  not  learn, 
said  "  my  lord,  I  am  aware  that  it  is  not  intended  to 
enter  into  any  discussion  of  the  terms;  but  may  I  be 
pe-mitted  ask  wh.^t  mode  is  to  be  adopted  with  re- 
spect to  trustees.'" 

'1  he  earl  of  Liverpool. — "It  is  intended  to  adopt 
the  principle  that  was  followed  in  the  year  1749,  by 
which  trHStees  wert.  inJemnified." 

T'o  some  questioii  fr(Tm  another  gentleman,  the 
Earl  of  Liverpool  replied,  that  of  course  the  divi- 
dends on  the  five  per  cents,  would  be  paid  in  July 
to  those  who  dissented  from  the  plan,  as  well  as  to 
those  who  assented. 

The  amount  of  stock,  now  existing  in  the  navy 
■five  per  cent,  annuities,  created  under  the  several 
actsofparlia  nent  frim  tlie  24Lh  Geo.  IIL  tolst  Geo. 
IV.  is  141.8.30,037/.  9.'.  7 d. 

When  the  plan,  communicated  to  the  public  by 
lord  Liverpool  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
shall  he  in  full  operation,  there  'vill  accrue  an  an- 
nual siving  of  iiUerest  to  the  nation  of  l,i.j4'  640/. 
This  is  independent  of  the  Irish  five  per  cents, 
which  amounts  to  about  13,000,000;. 

If  the  same  plan  should  be  adopted  in  regard  to 
them,  there  will  arise  a  further  saving,  exceeding 
100,000/.  making  together,  a  reduction  in  the  charge 
of  interest  upon  the  national  debt  of  1,234.000/. 

It  does  not  appear  that  these  proceedings  had 
any  material  eRect  on  the  stock  market.  In  which, 
liowever,  there  has  been  a  great  rise  of  foreign 
stocks — Prussian  bonds  were  at  89^;  Neapolitan  at 
69.',;  D  <nish  at  84^;  Uussian  metallic  78;  Austrian  do. 
76;  Colombian  has  been  At  par  >»ir  a  few  days,  but 
apparently  settled  down  at  96.  British  consuls 
I  were  at  78  7-8. 

Ill  France,  the  rentes  are  improving  rapidlj^— bets 
liave  been  made  that  they  would  be  at  par  in  six 
months. 

Tiie  minister  says  that  he  considers  all  fears  of  an 
internal  commotion  in  France  as  having  subsided, 
but  there  certainly  is  a  great  degree  of  restlessness 
in  'his  country,  and  in  some  places  the  military  are 
ver\  vigilant,  especially  at  Kennes.  Seditious  pub- 
lications are  jileiitifully  distributed  about  Grenoljle. 
It  is  doubted  whether  the  chamber  of  peers  will 
concur  with  the  act  of  the  deputies,  in  the  laws  for 
restraining  the  liberty  of  the  press- 

JVfiherlands.  The  destruction  of  the  national 
manufactures,  by  the  unlimitted  introduction  of 
foreign  goods,  has  led  to  the  intention  of  estab- 
lishing a  new  tariff. 

Spain.  The  -panish  cortes  have  recently  decreed 
that  all  Spanish  vessels,  employed  in  the  slave 
trade,  are  to  be  forfeited,  and  the  owners,  f  tiers  out, 
masters,  and  ofTicers  condemned  to  ten  years'  la- 
bor on  the  public  works,  \ll  foreigners  entering 
Spanish  ports  with  slaves  on  board,  shall  be  liable 
to  tlie  same  penalties;  and  all  slaves  found  on  board 
shall  be  set  free. 

There  is  some  notice  of  conspiracies,  plots,  &c. 
but  the  quiet  of  the  country  seems  to  be  rapidly 
increasing.  Riego  is  sai '.  to  have  arrived  at  Ma- 
drid  in  the  night,  and  under  a  borrowed  name — pro- 
bably, to  avoid  popular  proceedings. 

On  the  9th  of  Feb.  the  commission  of  colonies 
ratified  its  former  opinion,  adding  only  that  the 
commissioners  of  the  government  should  be  au- 
thcvii-.ed  to  reject  any  propositions  that  should  be 
made  to  them,  contrary  to  the  li!>eity  and  prooerty 
of  the  Spanish  or  European  Americans  who  should 


remain  attached  to  the  mother  country,  and  should 
desire  to  quit  the  ultra-marine  provinces.  On  this 
subject  the  opinions  of  count  Torreno,  of  Jiojcoso 
and  Erpigo,  were  read  to  the  following  effect. 

1.  That  a  declaration  shoukl  be  made,  annulling 
the  treaty  of  Cordova,  entered  into  between  gene- 
ral O'Donoju  and  the  pohtical  chief  of  the  rebels 
of  New  Spain,  Iturbide. 

2.  That  the  government  should  despatch  a  circu- 
lar to  foreign  powers,  to  explain  that  Spain  had 
not  renounced  her  rights  over  the  provinces  of 
America. 

3.  That  the  government  should  make  arrange- 
ments to  protect  the  provinces  which  should  re- 
main faithful  to  the  mother  country,  and  endeavor 
to  make  head  against  the  insurgents. 

4  That  a  declaration  should  be  made  that  no 
deputies  can  be  received  from  those  provinces 
which  have  proclaimed  their  independence. 

The  discussion  was  fixed  for  the  following  Tues- 
day, 

'i'-iuo  Sicilies.  Four  priests  have  been  shot  at 
Palermo,  convicted  ;■'  conspiring  against  the  go- 
vernment. 

Germany.  The  following  paragraph  appears  in 
the  Gazette  de  France  —  .At  a  masked  ball,  which 
took  place  at  Cassel  on  the  3 1st  of  .January,  the 
prince  royal  being  pursued  by  several  masks,  and 
apprehensive  of  being  recognized,  changed  masks 
with  his  valet  de  chambre.  The  latter  was  ac- 
costed by  the  persons  who  had  followed  the  prince, 
and  had  the  imprudence  to  accept  from  them  a 
glass  of  grog.  He  was  immediately  taken  id,  and 
expired  the  next  day.  The  letter  o;  the  9th  of 
February,  which  announces  this  event,  states,  that 
up  to  that  day  no  traces  had  been  discovered  of 
the  parties  imphcated  in  this  crime. 

Asia.  The  cholera  morbus  is  making  dreadful 
ravages  in  Persia  and  several  other  parts  of  .Asia. 

The  merchants  of  Manilla  lost  700,000  dollars 
last  year,  which  was  seized  in  Mexico  by  Iturbide, 
and  many  families  have  been  ruined  b}'  it.  The 
trade  between  the  Phillippine  islands  and  .Mexico 
was  of  immense  value  to  the  former— it  is  lost;  and 
the  Manilla  newspaper  says,  "The  Spaniards  must 
now  devote  themselves  to  agriculture;  and  the 
fertile  part  of  their  till  now  abandoned  and  ne- 
glected colony,  must  give  them  what  they  before 
absurdly  sought  in  the  mines  of  Mexico." 

Tvskey,  &c  All  remains  dark  and  n\ysterious  as  to 
the  designs  of  Russia.  The  ministers  held  frequent 
councilsat  Petersburg,  at  which  baron  Strogonoif, 
late  envoy  at  Constantinople,  was  present — but 
their  proceedings  were  profoundly  secret.  Letters 
from  Vienna,  however,  say  that  great  events  may 
be  expected  in  March — »nd  that  -zvar  befween  Bus- 
jia  and  Tnrkey  ~i<as  inevitable.  But  we  have  had 
such  reports  so  often  that  no  reliance  can  be  plac- 
ed upon  them.  There  was,  also,  a  report  in  Lon. 
don,  that  Alexander  had  appointed  a  new  ambassa- 
dor to  the  Porte, 

The  Greeks  at  Constantinople,jare  now  protect- 
ed by  the  Porte — and  a  Turk  has  been  actually  put 
to  death,  (it  is  said),  for  killing  one  of  them. 

The  English  brokers  have  negociated  the  ran- 
som of  the  women  ol  Chourschid  Pacha,  who 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  Greeks:  500,000  francs 
have  been  paid  for  their  release,  and  the  interme- 
.-'iate  agents  have  had  besides,  for  their  share, 
250,000  francs  more,  which  will  be  divided 
amongst  great  personages. 

The  people  of  the  Ionian  Islands,  suspected  of 
being  frieiully  to  the  fireeks,  are  very  closely 
watched  by  their  British  "protectors"  and  many 
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of  them  have  been  cppitally  punished  for  political 
offences.  Additional  fortifications  wtre  to  be 
erected.  The  Pach;i  of  Egj'pt  is  said  to  have  of- 
fered the  assistance-  of  a  squadron  to  act  ufjainst 
the  Greeks.  Constantinople  was  quiet,  ut  the  daic 
of  the  last  accounts. 

The  Thessidians  are  in  arms,  and,  in  jjicat  nam 
feers,  have  joined  the  famous  leader  Uiyssos.  The 
Turks  were  driven  into  the  fortified  places  The 
important  fortress  of  l.arissa  was  about  to  be  in- 
vested — the  garrison  of  wiiich,  to  secure  them- 
selves from  tieachery,  liad  massacred  some  of 
the  Albanian  troops  wlio  were  shut  up  witfi  Iheni, 

It  now  apptrarsiiii.t  tlte  war  with  Persia  lias  not 
terminated.  The  patriot  fl  ig  floats  on  tlie  ram- 
p.irts  of  Athens.'  The  lurks  liave  been  severely 
<Ufeated   in  Candia — llie  capital   was  invebted  by 


lombia.  A  French  squadron,  consisting  of  a  74if 
frigate,  brig  and  schooner,  lately  arrived  ia  thp 
Uio  de  la  Plata. 


tlie  Greeks.     Tlie  patriots  appear  to  be  generally 
succ<.  ssful. 

Al^ritiva,  &c.  Tlie  Algerines  have  captured  a 
ijTi't;k.  vessel,  and  iier  »irival  in  that  port  was  re- 
ceived with  great  joy.  Some  adventurers  have 
lett  this  city  to  make  tiieir  fortunes  by  murdering 
and  robbing  the  Greelcs  in  Asia  Minor.  \  fanniie 
Avas  apprehended;  tht;re  Ijad  not  been  any  fall  of 
rain  for  ten  weeks,  and  the  earth  could  not  be 
plr.ughed. 

Jlayii.     We   have    hitlierto    mentioned    that    a 
Freiich  squadron  iiad  1'  rt  Martinico  Jor  Sam  ma,  in 
the  late  Spanish  part  of  tlus  island.      The  three  fri- 
j^ates  arrived  at  St.  Domingo,  and,  pretending  ig- 
norance of  the  change  of  government,  a  boat  came  |  1798 
ashore  with  an  officep  to  solicit  supplies — the  re- j 
quest  WHS  granted.      !  liey  tnen  proceeded  to  Sa- 
mana  and  landed  some  troops,  tiiou^j'i  expostulated  j 
with   by  ttie   commander  of  the   post,    wlio   had' 
only  25  men  with  him:  on  which  the  blacks  com- 1 
menced  an  attick,  but  were  compelled  to  retivat,  I 


Coiiimercial  ;"Uat?stics. 

The  committee  on  comaieicc,  of  the  house  oF 
representatives,  as  has  bGcn  already  mentioned  in 
this  work,  have  made  a  very  elaborate  report  un- 
favorable to  the  petitions  of  certain  persons,  pray- 
ing"  for  a  repeal  of  the  iiavig-iiion  acts  of  the  18lh 
April,  1818^  and  15th  of  May,  1820.  Having  pub- 
lislied  th'e  report  of  the  committee  of  ths  st;i,ate 
on  this  subject,  perhaps  an  inserti  >n  of  th.at  now 
before  us  may  be  dispensed  with — hesidi  s  it  mnkes 
a  pamphlet  of  seventy  pages.  But  to  it  are  at- 
tached a  qur.atity  of  very  interesting  tables  in  re- 
lation to  our  commerce  and  iiavigation,  of  some  of 
v/hich  the  following  are  abstracts: 

TosDioge  of  the  United  States, 


Years. 

Total. 

Years. 

Total. 

1789 

,     201,562 

1305 

.   1,140.368 

1790 

478,377 

1306 

.   1,208,735 

1791 

502, 146 

18'j7 

.   1.268,.548 

1792 

564  4J7 

18u8 

1,242.595 

1793 

491.780 

1809 

.   1,350,281 

1794 

628.8  ;6 

1810 

1,424,783 

1795 

747,963 

1811 

.   1,2325)2 

1796 

831,900 

1-12 

,   1,269  997 

1797 

876  912 

1813 

.   1,156.628 

1798 

893,328 

1814 

.   1,159,208 

1799 

945.408 

1815 

.   1,368,127 

1800 

972,492 

1815 

.   l,372,2ir 

1801 

1,033,218 

1817 

,   1.399,910 

1802 

892.101 

1818 

.   1  225,183 

1803 

949,147 

1819 

.   1,260.750 

180-1 

1,042,403 

1820  • 

.   1,280.165 

leaving  the  French,  500  strong,  in  possession. 
The  latter  tiien  advanced  to  the  plantations  and 
drove  off  300  neg; oes an*!  embaifiedtiiem — among 
these  are  said  to  be  several  rt-spectable  coiored 
families.  Py  tiii.s  time,  the  llaytian  general  Ciy  ra 
arrived  with  1000  mcij,  but  it  was  loo  late.  He 
however,  fired  on  the  frigates,  wlio  returned  iiis 
shots  by  a  general  discharge  of  their  artillery,  by 
whic-i  tiie  .general  was  woundi  d  arid'.some  of  his 
soldiers  killed;  as  it  was  also  believed  that  some  of 
the  Fri-nchmen  were.  As  soon  as  thes^  events 
were  known,  a  general  embargo  was  laid  thruugh- 


I'Vliole  amount  of  tnnnn^s  that  paid  duties  in  'he  yeart 
ending  on  the  3lsi  Dec.  1816.  1817.  1818,  1819" 
awl   1820. 

Foreign. 

259,017 

212,420 

161  444 

85,554 

79,202 

The  proportion  of  foreign  tonnage  to  the  whole 
amount  employed  in  tlie  foreign  tt\ule  of  the  United 
States,  stoo'l  thus:  in  1316,  as  22.8  is  to  100;  in  1817, 
n  1818,  as  1/.6;  in  1819,  as  9  8.  in 


Years. 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 


Am.  &  foreiga; 
1,559,219 

1,524,061 
1.578  347 
1,546,999 
1,610,610 


out  the  island,  as  is  believed,  with  a  view  to  arrest  ^g  21.4^  in  1818,  as  1/.6;  in  1819,  as  9  8.  in  1320, 
all  the  Frenchmen  who  can  be  found,  that  they  may 
be   lield  as  hosta.jces  for  the  side   return   of  the 


Years. 

1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 


hostages 
blacks.       uchis  the  amount  of  a  letter  from  Au.x 
Cayes — if  true,  we  apprehend  that  this  senseless 
and  cruel  expedition  will  be  severely  avenged. 

(j^Since  the  preceding  was  in  type,  we  have  a 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  commander  of  the  Frencli 
frigate  Juno,  and  of  the  governor  general  of  Mar- 
tinique, each  addressed  to  the  governor  of  Cuba; 
they  both  agree  in  slatiiig  that  the  object  of  the 
landing  at  Samma  was  for  the  purpose  of  afroidi:ig 
succor  to  the  ~<pa  ish  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
the  island,  who  had  petitioned  for  relief.  The 
commander  of  the  frigate  says,  that  the  squadron 
received  160  persons  on  board— but  implies  that  ^'^^ 
they  sought  protection,  ,     ' 

South  American  states.     Uuenos    Vyres  appears   ^    _ 
to  be  cjuiet,  and  the  condition  of  the  country  is  ra-    }^' ,' 
pidly  unproving.    The  Portuguese  troops  at  .Monte    '■ 
Viileo  lately  undertook  to  pay  themselves — in  con- 
sequence, a  conlnoution  was  levied  on  tlie  people, 
which  tell  heavily  on  tiie  foreign  merchants.    Q/iito 
h^  been  formally  atUched  to  the  republic  of  Go- 


as  8.10 

j\re7u  vease's  built — re^nstered  and  enrolled. 


Tons,  95ths. 

88,448  40 
103.753 
128,5i)7 
126.093 

90,7^1 

31,755 

91,397 

Total  value  of  exports. 


91 

03 
29 
92 
34 

53 


Years 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1815 


Tons    95ths. 


127,575 

146,691 

84,690 

31.153 

29,039 

154,624 

131,667 


86 
83 
42 
40 
9d 
39 
86 


Years. 


Dollars.        Years.  Dollar!?. 

19,012,041      1810       .       66,757,970 
67,064,097      1815       .       81,920.452 
94,115,925      1819       .       70,142  .)21 
101,536.9o3      iS20       .       69,691  669 
108,313,150      1821       .       64.974,361 
The  year  I8O0  was  tlie  maximum  of  our  exports. 
ri»e  exports  to  Ciiini,  cJ.uefly  iu  idver  cuu!,  w.is, . 
in  1819,  ^\,5-i\972;  it  io20,  1,179,701;  in  1821, 
4/290v560. 


i£0 
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Domestic  e.rporis — average  of  Jive  years. 
From  1795  to  1799,  both  inclusive,      g.32,822,965 
l";om  1800  to  1804,  both  inclusive,  '        42,048,366 
I'rom  1805  to  1809,  both  inclusive,  34,631,848 

Fiom  1810  to  1814,  both  inclusive,  30,618,196 

To  Europe.  Asia  &  .Africa.  Ameriom  fmrts.* 
In  1819  35,545.635        725,-267  14,7t>5,936 

1820  36,41  j;560    761,495      14,506,585 

1821  29,845,982  1,019,207     12,806,705 

Imports  of  certain  articles. 

Sugar— \n  the  year  endinj;:  Sept.  30,  1821,  the 
whole  import  of  siipar  was  59,512,835  lbs. — of 
which  40,907,867  lbs.  were  received  from  Cuba  and 
other  Spanish  colonies— 7-Sths  from  Cuba  alone. 
I'rom  the  Danish  West  Indies,  nearly  five  millions; 
Dutch  do  one;  Swedish  do.  one;,  Brazil,  &.c,  two  and 
nn  half;  Manilla,  SiC.  nearly  two;  British  East  In- 
dies, nearly  three  and  three-fourths.  All  other 
places,  of  much  less  amounts;  from  British  islands 
or  colonies  in  America,  onlv  334  631  lbs. 

Co/de— whole  import  21,273,659  lbs.  From  all 
the  British  colonies  only  159.674  lbs. 

J/<;/«s.?es -whole  import  9,086,982  gals — from 
British  colonies  26,559  galls. 

.S'yj/rzVs,  distilled  from  other  materials  than  grain, 
whole  import  3,165,974  galls.— from  all  the  British 
coionie.s,  only  113,483  galls. 

Price  of  fnvr  at  Baltirnore. 

The  prices  in  several  months  in  each  year  are 
given,  and  irom  these  the  average  of  the  whole 
year  is  determined. 

Average  of  1802,  §6.33;  1803,  ^6.70;  1804,  8; 
1805,  9;'  1806,  7.20;  ,1807,  7;  1808,  5.50;  1809, 
6.43;  1810,  8.75;  1811,  9..38;  1812,  9.14;  1813, 
7.20;  1814,7.37^;  1815,  9;  1816,9.75;  1817,  11.43; 
1818,  10..50;  1819,  5.83;  1820,  4.33;  1821,  5.28; 
1822,  January,  6. 


Florida  Treaty. 

Leller  of  the  commissioners  under  the  Florida  treaty, 
to  the  secretary  of  state. 
Sin:  Several  claims  of  indemnit}^  have  been 
presented  to  this  board  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  for  losses  sustained  by  reason  of  the  breach 
of  contracts  entered  into  with  them  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain.  In  most,  if  not  all  of  these  con- 
tracts, the  citizen  stipulates  to  perform  acts  for 
Spain,  which,  as  a  subject  of  a  neutral  state,  he 
could  not  have  performed  without  transgressing 
the  acknowledged  belligerent  rights  of  other  na- 
tions with  whom  Spain  was  then  engaged  in  open 
war.  Acts,  therefore,  which  would  have  subjected 
]iim  to  the  just  application  of  tlie  laws  of  war,  jus- 
tified, nay,  probaliiy  required  the  United  States  to 
abandon  such  citizen  to  the  fate  of  war,  without 
making  any  reclamation  in  lii.";  behalf.  It  is  tor  the 
performance  of  such  acts  that  Spain  has-contr.icteU 
to  make  compensation.  In  support  of  these  claims, 
it  is  contended,  that  it  was  distinctly  understood, 
by  the  high  contracting  pat'ties  to  the  Lite  treaty, 
that  claims  of  this  description  were  to  be  included, 
and  were  intended  to  be  provided  for  explicitly  by 
the  fifth  renunciation  ot  tlie  ninth  article,  within 
the  words  of  which  all  such  are  found.  And,  in 
proof  of  this  assertion,  a  letter  from  the  minister 
of  Spain,  as  well  as  the  inclosed  document,  has 
been  placed  before  this  board.  T!ie  commission- 
ers feel  inclined  at  present  to  construe  this  article 

*This  includes,  of  course,  all  the  British  colo- 
nies, and  all  the  other  foreign  ports  in  North  and 
South  America,  and  the  West  Indies. 


of  the  treaty  in  a  diHerent  mode;  and  to  reject  all 
such  claims  as  those  above  described.  But  as  such 
a  construction,  if  contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  high 
contracting  parties,  as  is  suggested,  mav  possiblv 
impair  the  faitii  of  the  United  States,  and  lead  to 
consequences  violating  even  their  peace,  the  com- 
missioners beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  propriety 
of  adopting  some  course,  which  may  bring  before 
them  any  document,  or  suggestion,  by  wliich  the 
object  and  intent  of  tlie  United  States,  inconclud. 
ing  tliis  treaty,  may  be  disclosed  more  fully  than 
tliL-y  are  now  exhibited  by  the  article  before  men- 
tioned. 

If  the  president  is  content  to  adopt  that  con- 
struction of  the  treaty,  which  the  commissioners, 
as  at  present  advised,  are  disposed  to  give  it,  no 
sug.gestion  need  be  made  to  them.  But  if  this 
should  not  be  the  case,  as  nothing  will  most  proba- 
bly operate  to  change  the  opinion  which  the  com- 
missioners are  disposed  at  present  to  entertain  up, 
on  this  subject,  but  a  clear  communication  that 
such  a  construction  would  be  a  violation  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  high  contracting  parties,  it  will  be 
necessary  that  a  communication  o  thiseffectshould 
be  made  to  them.  The  mode  of  making  it  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  president.  The  want  of  any  reprc- 
se.ntative  of  the  United  States  before  this  board, 
has  constrained  the  commissioners  to  adopt  the 
course  they  have  tluis  pursued,  with  u  full  know- 
ledge of  all  the  ejections  which  apply  to  it,  not 
only  as  they  refer  to  the  president,  but  to  the  board 
itself. 

YIe  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic, 
The  lion,  the  secretary  of  stale. 

To  H.  L.   irhite,   JVm    King  and  L.   JV.  Titze-iveil, 

esqrs.  commissioners  under  the  eleventh  article  of  the 

Florida  treaty. 

Department  of  state,  Wasliington,  9th  of  March,  1822. 

Gentlemen — \\  ah  reference  to  the  letter-which  I 
have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  you,  dated 
the  5lh  inst.  I  am  directed  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  inform  you,  that,  in  providing  for 
the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  tiie  United  States 
upon  Spain,  by  the  treaty  of  22d  February,  1819, 
it  was  not  understood  or  intended  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  nor,  as  is  believed,  by 
the  other  party  to  the  treaty,  that  claims,  arising 
from  contract  as  they  existed  at  the  time  of  the 
signature  of  the  treaty,  should  be  excluded  from 
the  benefit  of  the  treaty.  The  claims  intended  to 
be  provided  for  were  those  especially  enumerated 
in  the  renunciations,  and  embraced  all  claims, 
statements  of  ivhich,  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the 
gover'nment,  had  been  presented  to  the  department  of 
state,  or  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in  Spain, 
since  tl^e  convention  of  1812,  and  until  the  date  of  the 
signature  of  the  treaty. 

As  there  is  no  limitation  in  the  words  of  this  re- 
nunciation, with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
action in  which  the  claims  originated,  whether  by 
contract  or  by  tort,  so  none  was  intended.  They 
were  claims  of  all  of  which  it  was  believed,  that 
the  only  possible  chance  of  obtaining  any  satisfac- 
tion to  the  the  claimants,  consisted  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  treaty. 

Of  the  absolute  obligation  of  this  government, 
to  interpose  in  belialf  of  their  fellow  citizens,  pos- 
sessing such  claims,  and  imploringthe  aid  of  their 
country  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  ttiem,  no  very 
subtle  or  punctilious  scrutiny  had  been  made.  It 
was  the  need  of  tlie  claimant,  and  not  the  legal 
classification  of  his  claim,  for  which  the  assistance 
of  his  governiTvent  had  been  wanted.    The  deljy 
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or  denial  of  justice  which  it  was  desirable  to  reme- 
dy, was  llie  same  whether  it  was  for  a  wrong-  com- 
mitted,  or  a  contract  broken.  The  claimants  liad 
all  alike  been  prnmiKt-d,  th;»t,  at  the  negnciation  of 
the  treaty,  their  claims  sliould  be  considered,  and 
endeavors  made  to  provide  for  them  in  common  rjith 
olhers.    . 

Whetheramong  the  contracts  provided  for,  there 
are  some  I'pon  whicli  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  but  for  the  treaty,  must  have  eventually 
abandoned  the  claimants  to  the  fate  of  war,  was 
never  a  subject  of  inquiry.  Those  claims,  it  is 
presumed,  were  not  the  less  valid  against  Spain, 
nor  were  their  prospects  of  real  satisfaction,  by 
Spain,  in  any  other  manner,  believed  to  be  ditler. 
ent  from  the  rest.  The  ij^overnment  was-  indeed 
aware  that  the  abstract  rig-ht  to  its  interposition,  of^ 
citizens  who  had  sufl'ered  by  acts  of  foreigners, 
without  any  co-operation  of  their  own,  was  more 
clear  and  imperative  than  that  of  others,  who  had 
voluntarily  staked  their  property  upon  the  good 
faith  of  Spain;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  negocia- 
tion,  a  proposal  was  made  to  omit  the  renunciation 
which  included  tlie  latter  class  of  these  claims. 
It  vv;*s,  however,  finally  agreed  to,  with  the  full 
understanding  that  all  the  claims  should  have  the 
same  benefit  of  the  provision,  be  Gul)jected  to  tlie 
same  investigation,  and  be  decided  upon,  not  by 
any  subsequent  transaction  between  the  claimant 
and  the  Spanish  government,  but  by  the  commis- 
sioners in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  treaty,  and 
upon  such  proofs  as  they  sliould  think  proper  to 
require,  for  ascertaining  its  amount  and  validity. 
Of  the  right  to  include  such  claims  in  the  provi- 
sions  of  the  treaty,  in  cases  wherein  the  interie- 
rence  of  the  government  had  been  solicited  by  the 
claimants  themselves,  and  their  claims  had,  at  their 
own  desire,  been  made  a  subject  of  negociation, 
no  doubt  was  entertained.  It  is  sanctioned  equally 
by  the  moral  principles  applicable  to  public  law, 
and  by  tiie  frequent  practice  of  other  civilized  na- 
tions, as  well  as  by  more  than  one  example  of  our 
own  history.  Ff,  indeed,  no  such  right  existed, 
and  the  two  governments  were  not  competent  to 
make  and  accept  such  renunciation,  it  was  certain- 
ly neither  made  nor  intended.  Whatever  claim 
the  United  States  were  not  competent  to  renounce, 
remains  in  full  force  against  Spain,  as  miich  as  if 
the  treaty  had  not  been  concluded.  But  that  a  go- 
vernment negociatingfor  tlie  claims  upon  anotiier 
power  for  its  citizens,  at  their  own  entreaty,  is  rvot 
competent  to  compound  for  them  upon  terms  as 
favorable  as  it  can,  consistently  with  its  duties  to 
the  rest  of  its  own  nation,  secure,  is  a  doctrine  cer- 
tainly not  contemplated  at  the  negociation  of  the 
treaty,  and  now  believed  to  be  without  warrant, 
either  in  the  law  or  usages  of  nations. 

To  ascertain,  in  the  manner  stii)ulated  by  the 
treaty,  and  in  no  other,  the  full  nmmmt  ami  vnlidi'ti/ 
of  these  claims,  as  existing  on  the  day  of  tlie  sig- 
nature of  the  treaty,  the  commission  instituted  un- 
der the  11th  article  of  the  treaty  was  provided. 
IIow  far  contracts,  under  the  special  circumstances 
mentioned  in  your  letter,  as  applying  to  some  of 
those  which  have  been  presented  to  the  board, 
were  v^n'id  contracts,  it  is  the  peculiar  province  of 
the  commissioners  to  decide.  Tlie  executive  go- 
vernment had  not  the  means  of  jtulging  of  the  va- 
lidity of  any  of  them;  and  of  their  amount,  it  could 
form  no  other  than  a  gross  estimate.  Hut  if  fully 
believed  that  the  sum  stipulated  for  payment  o'f 
these,  would  be  adequate  to  the  full  satisfaction  of 
every  ra/iVf  claim  embraced  by  the  treaty,  whether 
the  claim  had  originated  in  coatraot  or  in  wrong. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  gen- 
tlemen, your  very  humbiH  andooedienc  servant, 
(Signed)  .TO  I\  qUlNCY  AUAM3. 


Military  coLiimaiitl  in  Fiorlda. 

Jllessage  from  the  piesidcni  of  the  Uniied  Slates  io  the 
house  of  repiese?Ualivcs. 

I  communicate  herewilh  to  the  house  a  report 
iVom  the  secretary  of  war,  containing  the  informa- 
tion requested  by  their  resolution  of  the  5th  ultinno. 

It  may  be  proper  further  to  add,  tiiut  the  secre- 
taries of  both  the  territories  have  occasionally  re- 
quired and  received  the  aid  of  tiie  military  force 
of  the  United  States,  stationed  wiiliui  tliem,  respec- 
tively, to  carry  into  eifect  ihe  acts  of  tlieir  authority 

The  government  of  East  and  West  Florida  was, 
under  the  Spanisii  dominion,  almost  exclusivel\'  m\-' 
litary;  the  governors  of  botii  were  military  oflicers, 
and  united  in  their  persons  the  chief  autiiority,  both 
civil  and  military. 

The  principle,  upon  which  the  act  of  congress  of 
the  last  session,  providing  for  the  temporary  go- 
vernment of  the  newly  ceded  provinces,  was  car- 
ried into  execution,  has  been  communicated  to 
congress  in  my  message  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion. It  was  to  leave  the  authorities  of  the  country 
as  they  were  found  existing  at  the  time  of  the  ses- 
sion,'to  be  exercised  until  the  meeting  of  congress, 
when  it  was  known  that  the  introduction  of  a  sys- 
tem, ip.ore  congenial  to  our  own  institutions,  would 
be  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  important  subjects 
of  their  deliberations.  From  this,  among  other  ob- 
vious considerations,  military  olucers  were  appoint- 
ed to  take  possession  of  both  provinces.  But,  as 
tlie  military  command  of  general  .lackson  was  to 
cease  on  the  first  of  June,  general  Gaines,  the  oiTi- 
cer  next  in  command,  then  here,  who  was  first  desig- 
nated to  take  possession  of  East  Florida,  received 
from  me  a  verbal  direction  to  give  sucli  eifect  to 
any  requisition  from  the  governor  for  military  aid, 
to  enforce  hisaulhority,  as  the  circumstances  might 
require.  It  was  not  foreseen,  that  the  command  in 
bftth  the  provinces  would,  before  further  legisla- 
tion by  congress  on  that  subject,  devolve  upon  the 
secretaries  of  the  territories;  but  had  it  been  fore- 
seen, the  same  direction  would  have  been  given  as 
applicable  to  them. 

No  authority  has  been  given  to  either  of  the  .se- 
cretaries to  issue  commands  to  that  portion  of  the 
army  whicli  is  in  Florida,  and  v.'henever  the  aid  of 
the  r.nUtary  has  been  required  by  them,  it  has  been 
by  written  requisitions  to  t!ie  officers  commanding 
the  troops,  w!io  have  yielded  cempliance  thereto, 
doubtless  under  the  directions  received  from  gene- 
ral Gaines,  as  understood  by  him  to  be  authorized. 

Shortly  before  the  meeting  of  congress,  a  letter 
was  received  at  the  war  department  from  colonel 
Hrooke,  the  officer  commanding  at  Pensacola,  re- 
questing instructions  how  far  he  was  to  consider 
ther.e  requisitions  as  authoritative;  but  the  assu- 
rance that  a  new  organization  of  the  government 
was  immediately  todie  authorized  by  congress,  wai 
a  motive  for  suj)crcediiig  any  specific  decision  upon 
the  inquiry.  "  .7  AMES  MONUOB. 

iV ashing toih  March  S,  1S22. 

War  department,  JIarch  23,  1S2.>. 
Sip:  The  "secretary  of  war,  to  whom  w-as  refer- 
red the  resolution  of  the  house  of  repi-esentatives, 
requesting  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
inform  the  house  "whether  that  portion  of  the  Unit- 
ed States' army  now  in  Florida,  is  commanded  by 
the  officers  of  the  said  army,  or  by  the  secretary  of 
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the  territory,  and,  if  by  tlie  Utter,  by  what  aulhor!- 
'ty  is  he  invested  with  such  com  nin.l,"  has  the  ho- 
nor to  trans  nil  a  report  of  tiie  aljuiani  general, 
which  fur'iishes  all  the  information  in  t'lis  depart- 
inent  in  r^'lationto  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, .1.  C.  CALHOUN. 

The  president  of  the  United  Htutee. 

^'lifjntant  ^enerai^s  office, 
Wnslungton,  March  23,  1822. 

Sir.:  In  replyto  yonr  convnunication  of  the  21st 
instant,  triinsmr.tin;:^  a  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  5th,  I  have  to  report  that, 
from  the  returns  in  the  adjutant  g-eneral's  office,  it 
api-'cars,  that  the  troops  now  in  Florida,  those  at 
Pensacolaand  St.  Mark's,  were  und>;rthe  coni;-nand 
of  col.  J.  K.  Fenwick,  andtnose  at  St.  Ausjustine 
and  Amelia  Ishmd,  under  tl;e  command  of  lieuten- 
ant colonel  Eustis. 

It  doi'S  not  appear,  from  any  returns  or  reports 
in  this  office,  that  the  secretaries  of  Florida  have 
exercised  any  command  over  the  traops  Within  tiuit 
territory. 

1  have  t'.ic  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect, 
your  obedient  servant,  JAMES  G\US!)EN. 

Colonel  and  adjuiant  goieral. 

The  secret arv  nfwar. 


Manner  of  Reiluciu*;  the  Araij. 

Mcp'jrt  of  the  committee  on  miUtary  n/finrs,  instructed 
Ciiy  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  of 
the  23d  Derember  last  J,  to  inquire  "ll'hether  the 
ariiiy  had  been  reduced  according  to  the  [irovisiovs 
of  the  act,  entitled  "■.'in  net  to  redi/c  ind  fix  the 
viidui'-y  prace  estnhlisiunent  of  i  lie  United  States" 
passed  2d  J\Iarck,  1821. 

April  2,  1822.  Head  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  co.n  iiiltee  on  military  affairs,  whicii  v.'as  in- 
structed, by  a  resolution  of  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber last,  to  i  n|  lire  and  report,  "Whether  the 
army  had  been  r.duced  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  reduce  and 
fix  the  military  peace  establisliment  of  tlie  U. 
Siat;s,"passt:d  the  id  of  March,  1821, 
REPORT: — The    particular  cases  to  which  the 

atten'.ion  of  the  committee  has  been  di~ected,  in 

whicli    it   is  alleged  there    has  been    a  violation  of 

the  act  of  the  last  session,  are  the  following:    The 

transfer  of  officers  to   a  different  corps  from  tiiat 

to  which  they  belonged  previous  to  the  red:ction; 

the  appointment  of  the  puymastKr  general    Tow- 
son,  and  of  lieutenant  colonel  Fenwick,  of  the  light 

artillery,  as  colon  Is  of  artillery;  and  the  dismissal 

of  colonels  Hissel  and  S  niili,  of  the  inf-tntry,  a   su- 
pernumeraries; t!ie  provisional  appointment  of  gf- 

nerai  Atkinson  as  a  ijiitant  general,  and  the  sub-' 

sequent  appointment  of  colonel   Gadsden   to  the 

same  office,  in   August  last;   the  appointment  of 

general  Atkinson  to  be  colonel,  and  m.jors  Urad- 

lord  and  Vose  to  be  captains  of  infantry,  and  the 

dismissal  of  officers  wlio  were  made  supernumerary 

by  such  appointments. 

In  the  reduction  of  the  army,  under  the  law  of 

the  last  session,  the   president  appears  to  nave 

been   governed  by  the   construction,  which    had 

been  given  to  the  act  of  the  16th  of  March,  1802, 

tinder  which  the  provisional  army  was  disband^'d, 

and  to  the  act  of  tlie  3d  of  Marcli,  1315,  by  wiiich 

the  army  \vas  reduced  at  the  close  of  the  late  war. 

The  9lh  section  of  the  act  of  1802,  tlie  5th  section 

of  the  act  of  1815,  and  the  12th  section  of  the  act 

'of  1821,  prescribe  the  manner  of  reducing  the  re-ltant  general  to  each  division 


spective  armies.  Their  provisions  are  substan- 
tially the  same,  and  these  several  sections  are 
nearly  in  the  s^ime  words.  Fsy  that  construction, 
given  to  the  act  of  1815,  many  valuable  officers 
were  disbanded,  and  many  others  were  reduced 
from  their  former  rarik;  yet  your  committer?  'lave 
nut  found  th-.u  the  correctness  of  that  construc- 
tion was  over  doubted  previous  to  the  Lite  organi- 
zation of  the  army.  The  army  register  of  1815, 
was  befiu'e  congress  durmg  the  session  which  com- 
menced in  Dec.  of  the  same  year,  ar.d  a  law  was 
passed  for  organizing  the  ^t-.iif  therein  prin  isonal- 
ly  retained,  and  wliicli  had  not  been  provided  fo; 
in  the  former  law.  The  mann^^r  in  which  the  lavk 
of  I8i5  had  been  executed  must  have  been  kr.rwa 
to  moat  of  the  members  of  both  house  in  the  last 
congress  It  is,  therefore,  f>.i;!y  to  be  presumed, 
th^t  the  framers  of  the  .act  of  March  last,  wiiea 
viiey  copied  into  the  same  the  5tli  section  of  the 
law  of  1815,  expected  that  it  would  receive  the 
same  construction  as  it  had  foimerly  obtained. 
Independently  of  arguments  drawn  from  the  prac- 
tice under  former  laws,  your  committ-e  are  of 
opinion  that  the  construction,  given  by  the  presi- 
deiit,  to  the  act  of  182!,  is  th  -  only  reasonable  one 
of  which  it  is  susceptible.  The  l2ih  section  di- 
rects  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  arranged  the  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers artificers,  musicians  and  privates,  of  the  seve- 
ral corps  in  the  service  of  th«  United  Slates,  ia 
such  m.tnner  as  to  complete  out  of  the  s.ime,  the 
force  autiiorized  by  the  act.  The  fair  constructioa 
of  tills  section  is,  to  authorize  the  president  to  or- 
ganize the  milltiry  peace  establishment,  desig- 
nated in  the  act,  from  ail  the  various  materials  of 
which  the  army  was  composed,  and  for  tliis  pur- 
pose to  transfer  fi-om  one  corps  to  another.  The 
corps  of  liffiit  artillery,  and  the  rifle  corps,  are  not^ 
like  the  ordnance  depart.meiit,  merged  in  a  difi'vir- 
ent  corps,  but  ar-^  both  ai)olished.  If  the  presi- 
dent was  to  fill  the  various  offices  in  the  several 
corps  authorized  by  the  act  only,  from  those  who 
previously  belonged  to  the  sarne  corps,  all  of  those 
who  belonged  to  the  light  artillery  or  rifle  regi- 
ment would  have  been  left  out,  and  the  country 
(leprivc-d  of  the  services  of  many  of  its  most  valua- 
ble officers.  The  various  general  and  staff  offi- 
cers of  the  former  anny,  including  the  paymaster 
general,  must  also  be  considered  a  part  of  the  seve- 
ral corps  mentioned  in  the  12th  section,  out  of 
wldchthenew  army  svas  to  be  formed,  and  might, 
like  the  officers  of  the  light  artillery  or  rifle  regi- 
ment, be  transferred  to,  or  appointed  in,  a  differ- 
ent corps;  and,  in  tike  tpanner,  the  staff  officers 
authorized  by  the  act,  '.night  be  filled  by  transfer^ 
from  any  other  corps  of  the  old  army. 

If  the  gener.'d  and  staff  officers  of  the  late  army 
are  not  a  corps,  within  the  meaning  of  the  12tli 
section,  it  necessarily  results  that  all  the  general 
and  staff  officers  of  the  new  establishment  should 
have  been  taken  from  such  as  did  belong  to  some 
corps  of  the  former  army.  Such  could  never  have, 
been  the  intention  of  congress. 

The  offices  of  colonel  of  artillery,  to  which 
colonels  Towson  and  Fenwick  were  appointed,, 
and  of  adjutant  general,  to  which  general  Atkin- 
son was  provisionally  appointed,  were  new  offices,, 
created  by  the  act  of  March  last.  Previous  to 
that  time,  the  artillery  was  not  organized  into  re- 
giments, and  had  no  grade  of  office  therein  higher 
than  a  lieutenant  coloneley.  In  the  staff  of  the  ar- 
my there  was  an  adjutant  and  inspector  general,, 
residing  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  an  adju- 

The  adjutant  ge- 
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neral  of  the  army,  airtlioi'zcd  by  tlieact  of  1821, 
was  inteniled  to  peilorm  p;ir;  of  the  duties  winch 
'.md  been  executed  by  the  three  others,  but  mor- 
particuhirly  those  which  had  b-  on  previoush  exa 
cuted  by  the  adjutant  and  inspector  jjen'  ral.  1  = 
has  been  objfrcled  that  the  pa\master  f^eneral  was 
not  a  men.ber  of  ilie  gf  ral  staff  of  the  arr v; 
that  he  was  merely  a  civil  fiicer,  and  us  such  was 
not  embruced  witliin  tin-  provisions  of  the  law  of 
llie  last  Session. 

The  oHicf  ot  puym^fSt  r  was  created  under  the 
act  of  the  tii  h  of  May,  1792,  under  which  he  rcceiv 
fd  sixty  dollars  per  month,  and  the  rations  and 
forage  of  a  major.  By  the  act  of  180  J,  fixinp;-  th'- 
ri'iilitar}  peace  establishment,  tiie  paymaster  of  tht 
army  was  to  be  taken  from  the  Ime  of  commission 
ed  (  flicers,  and  subjected  to  the  rules  and  ar-  icles 
of  war.  In  1814,  a  salary  was  substituted  for  tiie 
monthly  pay,  &.r.  By  the  act  of  the  24lh  of  Aprd, 
18j6,  for  org'anizin^'  the  E^enoral  stalf,  tiie  paym:ts 
tcr  general  is  recoginzed  as  parf  of  tl'e  sj-eriera! 
staff' of  ti  e  i.;my,  and  subjected  tomartiai  law;  and, 
by  the  law  of  the  last  session,  a  paymaster  general 
is  also  provided  for,  as  one  of  tiie  officers  of  the 
military  peace  establishment.  Your  cemmittee 
can,  therefore,  see  no  reasonable  grounds  for  the 
opinion,  that  the  paymaster  general  did  not  belong 
to  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

The  office  of  colonel  (>f  artillery  and  adjutant 
general  being  origii  al  vacancies,  it  could  not  have 
been  the  intention  of  congress  to  depri-e  the  pre 
sident  of  hisconKtitutional  right  to  fill  those  offices 
in  f^iich  m  nner  as  he  should  think  fit,  subject  to 
ratification  or  rejection  by  the  senate.  Col.  Gads 
den  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  adjutant  gene- 
ral long  af.er  the  time  prescribed  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  th  •  army,  and  when  the  office  was  vacant, 
in  consequence  of  the  non-acceptance  of  the  same 


moving  a  distinguished  individual  from  the  office 
of  minister  to  France,  and  the  appointment  of  a 
successor  during  the  rectss  of  the  senate;  altliougli 
this  removal  produced  considerable  excitement  in 
the  public  mind,  your  committee  have  not  been 
able  to  learn  that  its  legality  was  ever  doubted,  ov 
that  Ihe  constitutional  right  of  the  president  to  re- 
;nove  from  office  has  been  questioned,  since  the 
discussion  and  decision  above  mentioned.  This 
forms  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  objections  to  the 
appointmer.ts  called  razees,  and  the  dismissal  oi 
oflicers  of  the  grade  to  which  others  were  re- 
duced.  By  the  construction  of  the  act  given  to 
it  by  the  president,  and  which  your  comnnttee  be- 
lieve correct,  the  intention  of  congress  is  carried 
into  effect,  and  the  consiitutionai  riglits  of  the 
executive,  and  of  the  individuals  concerned,  are 
left  unimpaired.  Your  committee  are  therefore  of 
opinion,  that  the  army  has  been  rt-dnced  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
reduce  and  fix  the  milita.y  peace  est:<biishment  of 
the  United  States,"  passed  the  second  day  of 
March,  1821. 


Seventeenth  Coiigves« — first  sessioa. 

IN  THK  ST.VATK. 

.^pHl  12.  Sundry  biiis  were  read,  and  some  pre- 
paratory  proceedings  engaged  much  or'  the  atten- 
tion of  the  senate  this  day. 

Mr.  Kingr,  of  Nc.v  \'ork,  subm.itted  the  following 
resolution  for  coiisuieration: 

Hesoiverl,  That  the  arcliitt  ct  of  llip  puhlio  huiMii)!»9  he  in  future 
appointed  by  the  pi-tsi<1eiit  of  ihe  L^iiite<l  States,  with  the  advice 
and  cunspnt  ol  the  senate,  and  he  sliail  pussfi-  the  powers  and 
perform  the  diiti''Sof  the  soperintinduiit  of  the  public  bniidiiitjs. 

'ihe  sena;e  spt-nt  Si):i:e  time  on  executive  busi- 
ness; and  then  ad  jotirned  to  Monday. 

.■IjdU  15  A  message  was  received  from  the  pre< 
by  general  Atkinson.  The  corrimittee,  therefore, }  sident  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  com- 
cannot  believe  there  was  any  violation  of  law, '  phance  with  a  resolution  of  tiie  senale,  a  report  of 
either  in  that  appointment  or  in  filUng  the  office  1  the  secretary  of  war,  relative  to  the  intormution  in 
of  inspector  general,  made  vacant  thereby.  Thejhis  possession,  touching  the  most  eligible  site  on 
dismissal  of  the  supernumerary  officers  was  a  mat-;  tlie  western  waters  for  the  erection  of  a  national 
tei  ot  necessitv,  and  expressly  directed  bv  the  act.  ;  arsenal;  wliich  message  was  read. 
Whether  the 'president  has  discretely  exercised  j  The  sen.ite  resumed  tlie  consideration  of  the  bill 
the  power  vested  in  him  by  the  constitution,  in  to  authorize  the  building  of  a  lighthouse  at  Sto- 
making  the  selectionsfor  these  or  other  offices  in|nington  Point,  and  (as  it  had  been*amended  on 
the  army,  is  a  subject  belonging  exclusivt  ly  to  the  I  the  motion  of  Mr.  Macon),  one  also,  at  or  near  the 

port  of  Ocracoke,  in  North  Caroii.a. 

Several  other  amendments  were  made  to  the  bill, 
providing  piei's,   &c.   in    different   positions,  and 


senate  It  is  but  justic-  to  the  individuals  select- 
ed, to  say,  your  committee  have  heard  no  o'bjec 
tion  to  the  character  or  competency  of  cither^o! 
the  gentlemen,  whose  right  to  the  appointment 
has  been  qu'Stloed  They  were  all  highly  es 
teemed  and  meritorious  offictrs.  Colonels  Fen- 
wick  rnd  Towson  had  been  brevetted  for  most  dis- 
tingu.shed  services  during  the  late  war.  While 
the  committee  pay  this  just  respect  to  officers  re- 
tained in  service,  they  wish  not  to  detract  from  the 
merits  of  the  map.y  valuable  officers  who  have  been 
left  out  of  tile  army,  or  reduced  in  rank. 

The  only  inquiry  to  wiiich  the  attention  of  the 
comnittee  has  been  directed,  is,  whether  there 
has  heen  a  violation  of  law.  Your  committee  are 
of  the  opinion,  that  the  president  had  the  consti- 
tutional right  to  leave  out  of  service  any  officer  of 
the  army,  and  appoint  another  in  his  place.  This 
construction  of  the  constitution  was  distinctly 
adopted  by  the  house  of  representatives  at  the  first 
session  in  1789,  by  a  very  decisive  vote,  being  in 
the  proportion  oi'  five  to  tiree,  and  after  a  long 
and  able  discussion,  in  w!  ich  Mr.  Madison  took 
a  distinguished  part.  I'lie  late  presid'  nt  Wash- 
ington carried  this  construction  into  pnictical  ef- 
fect in  the  last  year  of  his  administration,  by  re- 


some  prcpositic  ns  were  rejected,  .\mongtheun- 
sitccessfsd  molioiis  to  amentl  ttie  bill,  was  one  by 
Mr.  R.  M  Johnson,  of  Ky.  wiio  piopostd  to  add  an 
appropriation  of  20,000  dollars  for  remo\  ing  ob- 
slrucuons  at  the  falls  of  the  Onio  ri  .'er;  which  m.o- 
tion  Wi'.s  rejected,  without  a  division;  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tinrd  reading. 

The  senate  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day.  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (in- 
troduci  d  by  Mr.  Dickxrson  some  weeks  ago),  pre- 
sciibiwg  the  mode  of  commencing,  prosecuting, 
and  deciding  controversies  between  slates.  [The 
first  section  of  the  bill  provides  that,  in  all  cases 
where  any  matter  of  controver=;y  now  exists,  or 
fiercafter  may  exist,  between  states,  uj  relation  to 
juiiydict^on,  territory,  or  boundaries,  or  any  other 
matter  wiiicli  may  b  -  tlie  proper  subject  of  judi- 
cial decision,  it  shall  be  lawful  tor  the  state,  deem- 
ing i'-self  aggrieved,  to  institute  against  the  state 
of  whicU  it  complains,  a  stiit,  or  sidts,  in  the  su- 
preme court  of  liie  United  Stutes,  by  bill  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  bill  in  equity,  stating  all  the  facts,  and 
exhibiting  and  referring  to  all  papers  and  docu- 
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inents  deemed  necessary  to  substantiate  the  com 
plaint,  '["he  remainint^  14  sections  embrace  the 
details  for  effecting  the  ohjeri  of  the  first  section.] 
Mr.  .^^.'/Z/arf/ sn[):iorted  t!ie  b  11  in  an  ar.;jament 
of  wmch  leutvth,  an<l  referred  to  the  standing- con 
troversy  between  the  states  of  Nt'w  York  and  New- 
Jersey.  Mr.  Van  Rvreii  spoke  to  the  merits  of  the 
dispute — and  then  tlie  bill  was  laid  over  till  to-mor- 
row. 

The  enp;ro?sed  bill  to  repeal  the  14th  section  of 
the  act  of  last  session,  to  reduce  the  military  esta 
blisliment,  was  read  the  third  time,   passed,  and 
sent  to  the  house  of  representatives  for  concur- 
rence. 

Several  other  bi'.Is  being  disposed  of  for  the 
time  being- — 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  to 
authorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  make 
an  exchange  of  certain  6  and  7  per  cent,  stocks. 
for  stocks  to  bear  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  was 
taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole — Mr.  JMorril 
in  the  chair. 

i\}r.  Holme?,  of  Maine,  entered  into  a  brief  expo- 
sition of  the  operation  and  eilect  of  the  bill — and, 
in  conclusion,  expressed  the  opinion,  tiiat  if  there 
■was  .-x  strong- probai'ility  that  the  government  would 
be-able  to  ])ay  oil"  the  debt  as  it  became  due,  he 
should  he  averse  to  the  bill;  but,  as  it  would  do  no 
harm,  at  least,  if  it  did  no  good,  he  should  support 
the  bii!. 

Mr.  Jllncon  was  opposed  to  the  bill  He  con 
ccived  it  to  be  neither  more  or  less  than  a  new  way 
to  make  a  loan-,  for  if  there  was  a  prospect  of  be- 
ing able  to  pay  the  debt,  this  bill  would  not  have 
been  introduced.  It  was  the  precise  way  in  which 
England  had  gone  on  in  her  public  debt--that  na- 
tion which  we  abused  most  arid  co])ied  most.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  whole  p?pcr  system,  public  and 
private — the  efiect  of  v.hich  was  Oulyto  make  tlic 
rich  riclier  and  the  poor  poorer  He  had  heard  of 
war  in  disguise,  but  this  was  the  fust  time,  he  be- 
lieved, they  had  ever  had  a  loan  in  disguise,  and 
he  was  decidedly  opposed  to  it. 

After  some  remarks  Irom  Mr.  A'injr,  of  N.  Y.  and 
Mr. //'A'jfes,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to  morrow. 

T  he  senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  after  which  an  adjournment 
tcok  place. 

,.yitii  16.  Tie  senate  took  up  the  reports  of  the 
committee  of  finance,  unfavorable  to  the  petitions 
of  .lesse  Hunt,  and  of  J.  Remsen,  Holmes  St  Co 
(who  pray  to  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  du- 
ties on  goods  destroyed  by  fire),  and  concurred 
tlierein. 

Several  bi'ls,  not  generally  important,  were  pass, 
ed,  or  otherwise  disposed  of.  The  one  for  ascer- 
taining land  titles  in  Florida,  was  ordered  to  a  tlnrd 
reading.  Some  bills  were  received  from  the  other 
house  and  referred. 

Mr.  A'ui^,  of  New-York,  from  the  committee  of 
foreign  relations,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  house  of  representatives,  making  an  ap 
propriation  (of  glOO.OOO)  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  missions  to  the  independent  nations  on  the 
American  continent,  reported  the  samf  willi  two 
amend rr.ents,  the  first  adding  10,000  dollars  to  the 
appropriation,  and  the  second  subjecting  the  bill 
to  lb 2  iimitatiojis  of  "the  compensation  of  public 
ministers,  provided  by  law." 

The  bill  to  authorize  t'.ie  excb.ange  of  certain 
stocks,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  without 
deb:>te. 

Af'er  tr.ansacting  some  esecntive  business,  the 


senate  adjourned. 


^■Ipril  17.     After  other  business — 

TUe  sen  te  resumed,  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Holmes,  of  vlain. ,  in  tlie  chair,  the  considera- 
tion  of  tlie  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of  commenc- 
i'lg,  prosecuting  and  deciding  controversies  be- 
tween states. 

The  debate  was  renewed  on  this  bill,  and  con- 
tinued with  much  earnestness  more  than  three 
hours. 

The  bill  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Dickersmi 
and  Southard,  opposed  by  Mr.  Van  fiiiren,  arid  the 
want  of  a  necessity  for  it  urged  by  Messrs.  Kin^, 
of  N  \.  Barbour  and  Macon,  It  was  postponed 
until  tomorrow. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  ascertaining 
claims  a!id  titles  to  lands  in  the  territory  of  Florida, 
was  read  a  t!iii-d  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other 
house  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  from  the  other  house,  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  an  act,  declaring  the  as.sent  of 
congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  states  of  Maryland 
and  Georgia,  was  also  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  to 
authorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  exchange 
a  stock  bearing  five  per  cent,  for  stocks  bearing 
an  interest  of  six  and  seven  per  cent,  vvas  read  a 
third  time  and  passed  by  yeas  and  na3s — 36  yeas 
2  fiays. 

The  nays  were   Mr.  .1/acon  and  Mr.  Seymour. 

The  senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
execiiti/e  business;  after  which  they 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPnESKNTiTIVrS. 

Friday,  April  12.     The  speakcrVwk  the  cliair  a 
the  hour  of  meeting,  (10  o'clock),  but  there  no. 
being  a  quorum, 

Mr.  3'cCoi!  moved  for  a  call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Ed-:vards,  of  N.  C  opposed  the  call  on  tlie 
ground  that  it  would  produce  no  valuable  result, 
and  that  it  was  better  for  the  house  to  wait  until 
the  members  thought  proper  to  attend. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and,  a  quorum  ap- 
pearing, the  business  was  proceeded  in. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  ilu- 
president  of  the  United  States,  on  tlie  subject  of 
extra  compensation  to  the  attorney  general,  made 
a  report  thereon,  approving  of  the  course  that  had 
been  taken  in  relation  to  the  subject,  and  conclud- 
ing with  a  resolution  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
cliarged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
same,  which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 
[The  report,  Sic.  shall  be  published  hereafter.] 

.Mr.  GorAam,  from  tlie  committee  on  the  sup. 
prcssion  of  the  slave  trade,  made  a  report  thereon, 
'.vhich,  on  motion  of  Mr.  G.  was  ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Piinaett  stated  that  a  bare  majority  onl}  of 
the  committee  had  agreed  in  making  the  said  re- 
port: and  he  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood 
that  he  (as  a  member  of  the  said  committee)  did 
not  concur  in  the  measure  recommended,  which 
he  deerned  to  be  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Edwards  of  N.  C  moved  that  hereafter  the 
usual  hour  of  m.eeting  of  the  house  be  11  o'clock. 
He  stated  that  he  had  punctually  attended  pursu- 
ant to  the  rule  recently  introduced;  but  that  expe- 
rience had  shewn  that  no  benefit  had  been  derived 
from  it.  Calls  of  the  house  had  on  two  mornings 
been  made,  whicii  he  had  opposed,  althoitgh  a 
quorum  had  not  appeared:  and,  if  {ill  those  v/ho 
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were  absent  would  VQte  for  the  motion,  he  had  no 
doubt  it  would  give  a  majority  suSicienlly  large  to 
•UlTV  it. 

Mr.  Taylor  called  for  the  question  of  consider- 
ation, and  tlio  house  agreed  to  consider  the  same- 
ares  70,  noi's  59. 

'  Mr.  Tu I/lor  then  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 
Uble,  which  wasneg-atived  — ayes43. 

Mr.  Hardin  was  in  favor  of  the  motion;  nut  only 
on  the  ground  that  the  present  rule  was  inconve- 
nient and  useless  in  its  operation,  but  also  because 
it  interfered  with  business  at  the  pubfic  offices 
■which  the  interests  of  tiieirconstitueiiis  required. 
Mr.  II.  was  desirous  to  attend  his  duty  in  the  house 
and  out  of  ii.  He  also  adverted  to  the  incompatibi- 
lity of  accomplishing  the  business  whicli  w.is  con- 
fided to  tlie  committees,  with  a  perseverance  in 
the  present  rule  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Vance  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
■were  ordered,  and  tlie  (juestiou  was  taken,  and  the 
votes  thereon  were  as  follows:  yeas  79,  nays  79. 
The  question  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  the 
casting  vote  of  the  speaker. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citi- 
zens of  Haltimore  was  read  a  third  tune  -..iid  passed. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  re- 
commending a  reversal  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  claims,  on  the  subject  of  the  petition  of 
tiie  sufferers  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  during  the 
late  war,  being  under  consideration — 

After  much  debate  and  sundry  propositions  lo 
amend— The  house  deci;led  to  nonconcur  with 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  agreed  to  tlie  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  cUiims,  unfavorable  to 
■the  claim  of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  liahhvin,  pursuant  to  notice,  moved  that  the 
further  orders  of  the  day  be  postponed,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  a  resolution 
submitted  by  him  soi.'it  time  since,  to  alter  the 
laws  laying  duties  on  goods  imported,  and  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — ayes  65,  noes  79. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  t!ie  whole,  Vfr.  Smith  of  Md.  in  the  chair,  on  a 
bill  for  tiie  relief  of  the  ofTicers  and  soldiers  en- 
gaged in  the  late  war  against  the  Seminole  Indi- 
ans. 

Some  amendments  were  proposed  and  one  of 
them  adopted— the  committee  rose,  reported  pro- 
gress and  had  leave  to  sit  again.  Alter  which  the 
house  adjourned. 

Saiiinfay,  ..Itiril  13.  The  cpenker  assumed  tl>e 
chair  at  lu  o'clock,  and  a  quorum  not  appearing, 

Mr.  Eihvards,  of  N.  C.  moved  for  a  call  of  the 
house, 

Mr.  Jrlfnir  Smith  proposed  that  the  question  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  question  was  accordingly  so  taken,  and  decided 
in  the  negative — a\es  55,  noes  5'J, 

!i  thus  appearing  that  a  quorum  wis  present — 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  then  reail. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  announced  as 
having  been  aj)pointed  to  compose  the  select  com- 
mitee  on  Mr.  B(isseu''s  resolution  relative  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  moneys  on  contracts  for  the  govern- 
ment, viz:  Mr  BiisaeU,  ^Iv.  Hardin,  Mr.  Cache,  Mr 
Gi'mer,  Mr   B'ui''. 

A  good  deal  of  minor  business  was  attended  to — 

Mr.  Eiistis,  from  the  committee  on  military  af 
fairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  message  from  the  pre 
sident  of  til  •  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  forti 
lications  and,  particularly,  those  on  Dauphine  Is 
land  and  Mobile  Point,  reported  thereon  ailverse 
to  making  appropriations  therefor;  which  report, 


on  motion  of  Mr.  E.  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Burton,  from  the  select  commitee,  appointed 
to  inquire  into  tiie  expediency  of  repealing  the 
law  for  the  encouragement  of  vaccination,  made  the 
following  report.  [In  which  it  is  pleasing  to  ob- 
serve, that  vo  doubt  of  the  efficccy  of  vaccination  is 
entertained  by  the  committee.] 

I  he  conmiittee  a,)polnlcd  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  repealing  the  act  of  1813,  to  encourage 
vaccination,  and  if,  on  inquiry,  it  shall  seem  proper, 
to  report  a  bill  to  that  efiect,  have  attentively  and 
dehoerately  examined  the  subject,  and  submit  the 
following  report: 

The  recent  unfortunate  occurrences  in  the  state 
of  North  Carolina,  liavi;ig  involved  consideralious 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  society,  and  intimately 
cor.nected  with  the  dearest  interests  of  humanity, 
your  committee  feel  it  to  be  due  to  the  occasion  to 
commence  their  remarks  by  a  distinct  and  unequi- 
vocal declaration  of  their  cntiie  and  unshaken  con- 
fidence in  the  efficacy  of  th.e  vaccine  disease  ;  s  a 
preventive  of  small  pox.  In  addition  to  the  expe- 
rience of  the  most  intelligent  medical  men,  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  the  committee  have  the  satisfac- 
tion to  state,  that  even  the'iate  unhappy  accident  in 
North  Carolina  has  been  atfendedby  the  consoling 
circumstance  of  another  and  a  triumphant  evidence 
of  the  virtues  of  vaccination.  The  inquiry,  there- 
fore, appears  to  be  very  properly  limited  to  the 
mere  expediency  of  the  existing  law,  which  autho- 
rizes the  appointment  of  an  agent,  from  and  to 
whom  letters  may  be  transmitted  free  of  postage. 
VViiile  the  committee  v/ould  on  no  account  offer  a 
suggestion,  which  could  be  construed  to  imply  a 
doubt  of  the  efficacy  of  vaccination,  they  conceive 
it  may,  nevertlieless,  be  a  question,  whether  the 
general  government  can  beneficially  interpose  for 
the  furtherance  of  an  object  which  seems,  in  a  pe- 
culiar manner,  to  appertain  to  the  m'anicipal  autho- 
rities in  the  several  states,  and  which  must,  of  ne- 
cessity, be  finally  committed  to  the  management  and 
discretion  of  professional  men,  p'lssessing  the  co:;- 
fidence  of  the  community.  Ail  our  regulalioiio  fur 
the  preservation  ofthe  public  health  are  qtiestions 
of  police,  wisely  committed  to  those  who  are  im- 
mediateiv  interested,  and  tlurefbre  most  likely  to 
adopt  efficient  measures  lor  i  heir  own  safety.  And 
it  is  doubted  whether  conj^ress  can,  in  any  inst:ince, 
devise  a  system  which  will  not  be  more  liable  to 
abuses  in  its  oj)eratioiis,  and  less  subject  to  a 
prompt  and  salutary  control,  than  such  as  may  be 
adopted  by  the  local  autliorities.  The  privilege 
of  franking  letters,  conferred  upon  an  individual,  ibr 
the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  distribute  the  vac- 
cine virus,  and  tlierehy  to  accumulate  wealth,  by 
levying  contributions  from  all  parts  of  the  union, 
affords  an  instance  of  monopoly  as  repugnant  to 
the  spirit  of  our  political  institutions  as  it  is  to  the 
cha:-acter  ofthe  medical  profession,  vidiicli,  for  pub- 
lic spirited  and  active  benevolence,  is  too  v/eil  es- 
tablisiied  to  require  auxiliaries  of  this  descriptioii 
in  the  performance  of  its  duties.  »ut  another  and 
more  forcible  oi)jeclion  presents  itself.  \n  estab- 
lisliment  of  this  kind,  under  the  authority  of  the 
general  government,  naturalTy  commands  tiie  at- 
tention of  all  [lortions  of  tlie  country;  and  the  nu- 
merous requisitions  for  the  vaccine  matter,  from 
regions  so  extensive,  must  occasionally  r-^-duce  any 
single  agent  to  the  necessity,  of  eitUer  relinqu'sh- 
im^  tiie  proffered  fee,  or  of  transmitting  matter  of 
doubtful  character.  Sub-agents  must  necessarilv 
be  employed  to  furnish  a  supply  equal  to  the  de- 
mand.    Careless  or  incompetent  assistants,  e-u'ded 
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move  iiy  cupidity  than  intelligence,  may  thus  be  in 
strum  Mital  \n  piM'Jiicing  mischief,  by  tlie  distrlbu 
tion  oi'  inert  matter,  or  by  tive  more  Tatul  error  ot 
disseminutiiig' a  pcsliic-nce  instead  of  h  pi'ojjiiyla^ 
tic.     That  such  unhappy   niistakes  m:iy  occur,  is 
but  too  well  attested  by  the  recen'  evf>,  ts  in  Norti. 
Carolina.     Thr  coiT.mitlee  are.  therefove,  inclin.>d 
to  the  belief,  tlr.it  any  s'l.gle  ai^  ncy,  for  the  whul 
union,  must  !i(\VHys  be  liable  to  similar  ojectijns 
and  fro.'i    which  ihey   apprehend   no  insti'uiion, 
clothed  witii  he  character   fa  ucrativemonopo  y  or 
privllejre,  can  be  entirely  exempted.     If,  hovvev.  r, 
it  should  be  deemed  advisable  for  congress  to  con- 
tinue to  aid  in  lacilitatmg  the  distribution  of  vac- 
cine matttrr,   b\  tiie   mode  now  in  operation,  t  u 
co'iimittee  art  of  opinion  that  some  of  the  evils  to 
wlilch  they  have  adverti  d,  might  be  obviated  by  tiie 
appi. 'ntiieni  of  two  or  more  ag^n^s,  judiciously  lo 
cated  in  our  largo  cities,  in  different  quarters  of  the 
union.     Bui,  i-ifier  mature  dehi)eration,  they  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  still  better 
to  commit  the  s'lbject  altogether  to  the  local autho- 
rili  s,  >"ho,  with  'lie  aid  of  p  ofessi  ^iial  men,  will 
be  more  compelent  to  the  successful  management 
of  il — and  to  whom,  they  believe,  it  properly  be- 
longs.   Thev,  therefore,  report  the  accompanying 

bill. 

The  report  was  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  existing  law;  which  was  twice  read  and  ordered 
to  b':  la  .1  f>n  tiie  table, 

Mr.  f?'(/'>f/ submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolvti!,  Th.-Jt  llie  committee  on  the  library  of  coiisress.  be  in- 
sUuet'fl  tu  iiKjiiirt  into  the  exp''dit  ncy  ot' .nodifyinij  or  rcseiiiding 
so  imidi  ot  the  loiiit  rcsoiiitionsof  tiie  seiiste  and  house  of  repre- 
seiitutives,  passed  the  27tb  Mareli.  18  18,  auil  the  21sl  A.vil,  18:0, 
as  r-latos  to  the  puhlieatior.  ui  the  foreign  correspoiuleuce  of  the 
longruks  of  the  United  S;a>"S,  from  the -first  meeting  th  reuf  to 
tlie  ratii'caiioii  of  ilie  treaty  of  peHce,  and  ako,  that  partof  theiii 
which  relat.  »  to  ;lie  distrihii;io:>  of  t)i  }>uhhe»tions  thereiu  men- 
tioned, to  llie  inrmhers  of  the  tifttf  Jiih  cengr*-ss. 

Alter  o'jifie  rcnarks  from  several  members,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baldivin  moved  to  discharge  the  committee 
of  the  v/liole  from  the  furtl^er  consideration  of  cer 
tain  resolutions  by  him  submitted  on  the  7th  of 
January,  proposing  an  alteration  of  the  laws  laying 
duties  on  goods  imported,  and  tocommitthe  same 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union;  and  on  tiiat  question  he  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  whicli  were  thereupon  ordered. 

'I'he  question  was  divided,  and  after  considera- 
ble discussion,  it  was  agreed  to  discharge  the  com 
mittee  of  the  whole  from  the  consideration  of  tlie 
resolutions  -yeas  87,  nays 66. 

Mr.  Butler  ti.en  moved  that  the  farther  consi- 
deration  of  these  resolutions  be  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  of  December  next — there  was  much 
important  business  yet  to  be  done,  and  he  thought 
it  inexpedient  to  lake  tip  a  matter  that  would  pro- 
bably consume  a  fortnignt.  Mr.  Steivart  opposed 
ihe  motion  -it  was  a  subject  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance; it  was  not  a  new  question,  and  he  thought 
it  time  that  it  should  be  considered  by  the  house. 
Messrs.  .'l/onf^-t/weri/,  Cuthbert,  IVriq/U,  Cambre'ens^ 
.liheoy  ^Mitchell,  of  S  C.  MaUary  and  .Ve/su/t,  of  Md. 
supported  tlie  motion,  and  Messrs.  Fuller,  Sa~vyer, 
Rich,  J} "Id-win,  SitvurC,  IVoodsnv,  F.  J.jhnson,  JVtna 
io7i,  of  Va.  and  Buchanan,  opposed  it. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  Ji:rh,  the  ye;iS  and  nays  were 
taken,  and  tlie  question  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows: 


Geo.   llhea,  Arthur  Smith,  W.  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  Sterling,  of 
N.  Y.  St.veiisoii,  Sweariojif  n,  Thompson.  Tucker,  of  S.  C.  Tucker 
..f  Va.  Upham,  Wjikr.  Whitman,  Wilha  ns,  of  N.  C.  Williams,  of 
Va.  WilhaoKon,  Wiisoii,  Wright.— 65. 

NAYS— MH^sr>.  Baidw  >.  Bartjer.  of  Cm  Barber,  of  Ohio,  Bate" 
man,  Blackietl^e,  Borland,  Brcekimridi?  .  Brown,  Buchanan,  But' 
rows.  Camob,  11,  of  N.  Y.  Ca  npli  II,  ot"  Ohio.  Cass  dy.  Chimb-rs, 
Colden,  Coiidict.  Coiiklinf;',  Cook,  DarliH(rto;i.  Deiiuismi,  Dickin- 
son, Durf-.  Dwiffht,  Edwards,  ol  Conn.  Farr<lly,  Findlay,  Fuller, 
G-'ihard,  Gro^^.  Hawks,  H  -nphill,  H-rriik.  Holcombe,  Hubbard, 
F.  .lohn.on.  J.  F.  Johoso.i,  Keyi  s.  Kirklaod.  Litchlield,  McJarty, 
McSh^rry  Matlaek.  Mattocks,  Melciife.  Mi Inor  Mitch-ll,  of  Pa. 
M.'or  ,otI'a  ^loore.ofAlab  VI„i-i;a  i,  Murray.  N  wtori,  P-atterson, 
ol  N  Y.  Pittersoii,of  Pa.  t^hilllps,  Pienon,  Pitch  r.  Plunier,o:  Pa. 
Itich,  Roch  rster,  Kf^'  if.  .Hos.,  Russ,  Russ!  II.  Sawyer.  S  ott, 
Sloaiie,  S  Smith, .)  S.  Smith,  Spv-nccr,  St  rliop;,  of  Conn.  Stewart, 
Stoddnrd,  Swau.  Tay.or.  F.id,  Tooliiisim,  Tracy,  Trim  . I", Vance, 
V.Mi  K.  nsselaer.  Van  Wyek,  Walworth,  White,  Wood,  Woodcock, 
Woodsoo,  VVonnan — 87. 

i'le  question  was  then  put  on  committing  the 
resolutions  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  and  carried  without  a  division. 

The  bill  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  rela- 
tive to  the  treasury,  wtr  and  navy  departments, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
[Passed  next  da  v.] 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  went  into 
consideration  of  the  bill  entitled,  an  act,  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act  entitled  an  act  providing  for  the 
prompt  settlement  ot  public  accounts. 

Mr.  liich  submitted  some  interesting  amend- 
ments, which  were  ordered  to  be  printed — the  bill 
was,  of  course,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  hous  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ml.  in  the  chair, 
on  the  bill  to  pay  the  ofHcersand  volunteers  in  the 
Seminole  campaign,  for  horses  lost  in  that  service. 

Much  dt  bate  Lotjk  place,  various  amendm-nts 
were  offered,  and  the  discussion  continued  until  six 
o'clock,  when  a  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed,  by 
the  casting  vote  of  the  speaker 

Monday,  April  15.  Mr.  Hardin,  from  the  select 
com  liiitee  apj)ointtd  to  inquire  whether  any  part 
of  the  pubic  expenditure  could  be  retrenched, 
made  a  report  thereon,  in  part,  and  at  great  length, 
upon  the  vari'ius  subjects  connected  with  the  ex- 
penditures and  revenue  of  the  government,  con- 
cluding with  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  policy  of  resortiop  to  loans,  for  the  support, 
of  government  in  times  of  peace,  is  unwise  and  iiieNpedient. 

Resolved.  That  this  j^jvernmeut  owes  it  to  the  people  to  take 
efficient  measures  for  the  redioiptiim  of  the  piiblic  debt. 

Resolved,  That  the  resources  of  this  tiation  are  such  as  to  ren- 
d.  r  unnecessary  a  resort  to  a  system  of  iuiernal,  direct  and  indi- 
rect taxatiiui 

Resolved.  That  this  government  oiipht  to  adopt  such  a  system 
of  retrenchment  a^  will  disp.-nse  with  iisehss  expenditures,  and 
brine  the  pay  and  salaries  of  th  offic  rs  of  1,'ovcinment  to  what 
they  We're  d'uing  theaJministruioii  of  former  |)resideuts. 

Re^dlved,  That  the  taritf  ought  to  be  new  mcdilied  with  a  view 
to  revenue. 

[The  report  was  read  through,  and  shall  be  pub- 
hshed  at  length.] 

Mr  Cambre'i-iig-  moved  that  an  extra  number  of 
this  report  should  be  printed.  Mr.' McDiijfie  op- 
posed It  it  had  been  made  by  a  committee  not 
authorized  to  make  it.  The  committee  had  been 
appointed  to  inquire  what  expenditures  of  the  go. 
vernment  are  susceptible  of  a  retrenchment:  this 
committee  transcends  its  power,  goes  into  the  bu. 
siness  proper  to  the  committee  of  w  lys  and  means, 
presents  to  t!ie  house  a  report  which  is  a  tissue  of 
fallacies;  he  would  mention  one  instance:  that  the 
committee  had  omitted  all  notice  of  a  late  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  which  he  states 
th.^t  tiie  revenue  from  imposts  for  the  present  year 
will  be  one  million  of  dollars  more  than  he  had 
previously  estimateil  it  at      Mr   Itardin  cared  not 


YEAS— MesTs.  Alexander,  Rail.  Bassett,  Bayly.  Bi^elow,  Bl.iir,  |  iiow  many  Copies  of  the  report  Were  printed,  but 

Bn'Ur.  Canihrelencr,  Cannon,L'ocke,Conn-r.  Cralts.  Crudup.Cnsh-  I      •  1    »  ,.,^  ,i,^   „„.-.,„:.» i,     i         ^   ^  i    j  •..„ 

ma..,  CnlhlKrt.  Dane.  Eddy,  Edwards,  of  N.  C.  Garnett.  Gilmer,  j  *'"'!  .^  '<*t   the   Committee    had   not  transcended  itS 

Gist.  Havihr.,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Jackson.  Kent,  i.athrop.  Left-  j  pi'ovuice.   He  asked, liow  can  it  be  ascertained  what 
wich, L,nc.,in.  Took,  McCoy,  McDuffie.McXeiii  Mahary  Matron.   , gtrenciiment  is  necessary,  unless  a  fair  and  impar- 

Mercer,  Montgonierv.Nealt.  Nelson.of  Mass. Hielson,  of  .Md.New,  I    .    ,  t       .    i  i-    i.  „     , 

viumer,  of  N.  H.  Rankin,  Reed,  ol  Mass.  Keed,  of  Md.  Reid,  o  '  tiul  Yi^w  be  taken  Ot  the  resources  of  the  country 
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-^-of  llie  demands  upon  the  treasury,  and  tlie  sums 
properly  cliarj^eablc  upon  it?  and,  in  a  speech  of 
considerabJe  lengtli,  siip[)orted  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee  The  fact  is,  said  Mr  H.  we  have 
added  to  the  national  debt,  since  1820,  upwards  of 
fbur  millions  of  dollars;  and,  even  witli  the  aid  oi  a 
lo^n  of  five  millions,  the  deficiency  of  the  revenue 
for  the  year  ISJl  will  prove  to  have  been  about 
two"  millions  of  dollars,  which  must  be  chained 
upon  the  i-evenue  for  18-2.  Mr.  yan  /<\i/t^  thought 
it  a  candid  expose  of  the  situation  of  the  country, 
a)-d  wished  5,000  extra  copies  printed.  Mr  JJulil 
"^in  expressed  his  surprise  at  tlie  sui)ject  now  de 
bated  the  report  appeared  to  have  been  drawn  up 
with  a  great  de.il  of  |)ain3,  it  contained  much  use 
lul  information —he  was  in  favor  of  printing  extra 
copies — the  public  money,  he  thought,  was  well 
spent  in  spreading  documents  of  this  kin!  before 
til.-  people.      Vlr.  .Mcf>vjJlevos^  aguin  -he  was  ur 


ject  of  retrenchment  and  ficance  being  first  in  or- 
der— 

Mr.  C(joL  moved  to  lay  tiie  motion  on  the  table, 
which  was  put  and  earned — ayes  62,  noes  43. 

Mr.  BiiClcr,  of  N.  U.  submitted  the  following  re- 
sol'itioii: 

Rcsulvetl.  That  the  curnmitlee  on  manufactures  be  instructed  to 
rrpuri  such  ^vidtllCe  uiest'niatfsas  may  lie  in  tli^ir  pow-r,  sht-\v- 
iug  the  annual  amuuiit  and  cost  of  the  raw  materials  cun^umcd  UJ 
any  oue  or  niort  oraiicli-s  ot  raaDutacturt-s,-  the  numlj>  r  of  pei-- 
sons  employed;  the  a  nuuiit  of  wagis  paid;  the  amount  of  capital 
invested  iii,a!id  the  Hniouiitut  Uic  articles  annually  :uanufactui'eil, 
and  tli>:ir  market  vaiue. 

I  lie  q  .es  ton  oeing  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resoluli-m,  it  was  negatived  by  a  larg^^  miijority. 

The  bill  resp-.cting  Imlay's  invention  for  the  se- 
curiiy  *»f  ti.e  mails,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  I'uUdrson  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutu/n   oy  him  submitted  some  weeks  since, 
j  mai-iiig  1   ti,e  duty  (;f  t!.e  respective  departments. 


Vvilimg  to  print  before  the  ri-port  was  examined — i  ai  the  commencemeiu  of  the  next  s  ssmn,    to  re- 


and  he  referred  to  its  merits,  for  which  he  was 
checked  by  the  speaker,  as  being  out  of  order. 
Messrs.  Cook,  tl'iiqhi  and  Mitchell  opposed  the 
motion  to  print  on  various  grounds.  Mr.  Gilmer 
said  that  5,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  foreign  relations  had  been  ordered,  and  ask- 
etl  if  the  house  acted  consistently''  Messrs.  Cocke 
and  J^'alsoii,  of  Va.  both  rose  to  address  the  house 


poll  to  this  house  whether  any  of  tlie  officers  of 
the  same  are  iiieiiicient  or  can  be  dispensed  witbj 
Ike, 

The  house  agreed  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr  Rich  inoved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  ta- 
ble; which  was  los  — ay- s  49,  nays  56. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place.  Mr.  IVvight 
opposed  the  resolution.     It  reminded  him  of  the 


the  hour  allotted  for  the  consideration  of  original 

And  the  house  proceeded 


on  tlie  subject:  but  the  speaker  announced  that  i  policy  oftiiefariner,  who, pievijustowintir,  knock 

"  ed  such  w<-ak  cattle  on  the  head  as  he  thought 
could  not  live  through  it.  Among  other  remark.s, 
he  said,  he  hudtiie  honor  of  in  rodu':ing  the  reso- 
lution which  led  to  the  publication  of  the  "Blue 
Uook."  The  object  o;  that  resolve  was  to  prevent 
any  one  state  from  possessing  an  improper  portion 
of  Influence  witli  the  executive,  liu'  the  present 
resoluiion  carried  with  it  an  indirect  insinuation 
against  the  executive;  he,  therefore,  protested 
against  it;  for  it  did  seem  to  him,  as  if,  tlirough 
every  aVcnue,  daggers  were  pointed  at  the  pn  sent 
adiTiinistration,  and  he  was  sorry  to  ste  it  attempt- 
ed by  congrv.ss. 

Mr.  Patteisoti  rose  and  read  a  statement  of  the 
expenses  of  the  cH-icersof  the  several  departments, 
in  round  inimbersas  follows: 

Dep.irlmeiit  of  .slate  f540,000 

treasury  249,115 

war  45.20'J 

navy  26.000 

gei  eral  po.st-ofTice  3:2,000 

Ifsuch  a  standing  army  of  clerks  ml  messengers 
be  continued,  at  such  an  enormous  expense,  it  was 
no  wonder  it  engrossed  the  af.cntioii  of  congress. 
'I'he  resolution  Wi^s  agreed  to.  . 
The  bdl  from  the  senate,  ior  the  relief  of  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  .July, 
1820,  was  passed;  as  was  tiiatfor  the  n  lief  of  tiip 


motions  had  expired. 
to  other  business. 

The  bill,  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  was  read  a  third 
lime,  and  then  laid  on  the  table. 

The  unfinished  business  of  Saturday  was  resum 
od,  (relative  to  the  compensation  for  horses  lost  in 
the  Seminole  campaign),  and  the  question  recurred 
upon  the  motion  of  .Mr.   Rich,  in  relation  to  the 
proof  of  such  loss  that  should  be  required. 

This  amendment  was  carried — ayes  67,  noes  56. 
A  wide  debate,  in  which  many  amendments  were 
proposed,  then  followed — hnaily,  the  l)ill  was  or 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-mor- 
row—89  to  49. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  tlie  who'e  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  J^'aisoii, 
of  Va.  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  tliat  the  resolution  submit 
ted  by  liim  in  relation  to  the  tarifi",  be  now  taken 
into  consideration;  and  the  question  being-  taken 
thereon,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative;  ayes  58, 
noes  70. 

Mr.  Eiistis  moved  that  the  committee  take  into 
consideration  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to 
reduce  and  fix  the  military  peace  establishment; 
which  was  agreed  to — ayes  69. 

Mr.  Tntnall  moved  to  strike  out  the  four  first 
sections  of  the  bill,  lor  the  purpose  of  testing  the 
question  whether  tin-  house  was  disposed  to  reduce 
the  army  from  its  present  establishment. 

Mr.  T.  supported  his  motion  l)y  a  speech  of  con  I 
siderable  length,  and  Messrs.  Poinsett  and  Sterline- 
spoke  on  tlie  same  side.  Mr.  Eustis  rejjlied.  Mr. 
Cocke  ex|)ressed  a  wish  to  di-livcr  his  sentimenis — 
the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  had  leave 
to  sit  again,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Tiiesntiv,  ^Ipril  16.  A  variety  of  busincs';  was 
attended  to,  which  will  suHicieutly  appear  in  tlie 
future  details. 

The  unfinished  morning  business  of  yesterday, 
in  relation  to  the  printing  of  an  extra  number  ol 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Une  sub- 


officers,  &.C  engnged  in  the  Seminole  wur. 

'I'he  liouse  then  resolvcfl  itself  into  a  committee 
of  tlie  whole  on  tlie  slate  of  tlie  union,  ( .\l r.  ^V'tfJ- 
son,  of  Va.  in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act,  entitled  '«.\n  act  to  reduce  and  fix  die  mi- 
lilHiy  peace  estabhshinent  of  the  United  States." 

The  que  stlon  recurred  upon  stiiliing  out  the  first 
secuon  of  the  biil — 

After  much  debate,  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
first  section,  (to  defeat  the  bill),  was  negatived — 
ayes4i,  noes  89.  ihe  committee  rose,  &.c.  and 
the  house  adjour'ied. 

li'cdticsil(!y,.il>rii  \7.  In  the  house, (as  well  as 
in  tiie  sen-ite),  this  day,  a  resolution  was  submitted 
and  referred  to  the  cominitiee  on  roads  and  canals, 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  Hudson  river. 
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Mr.  Gorhani  presented  the  following  I'esolutioii, 
wiiicli  lies  on  the  tuble  one  di\  of  course: 

Nt'jolved.  That  tlie  president  of  tlie  United  States  he  requested 
to  cause  to  he  laid  bitore  this  house  a  copy  of  tli'  judicial  pro- 
ceediugs  in  tlie  Ut  itfd  States'  conn  for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  in 
the  case  ol  the  Fr  icli  sluve  shi|j  La  Pensee;  together  with  a  copy 
of  such  parts  »s  he  may  iiof  deem  inexpedient  t«  disclose,  and  of 
the  correspondence  of  the  executive  of  the  United  States  with 
the  government  of  Fnince,  in  relation  thereto. 

Mr.  Muorc,  ci  Alii.  submiUed  a  long  resolution 
for  an  inquiry  about  certain  public  monies  receiv- 
ed  &c.  by  .lobn  Hrahan,  late  receiver  of  public 
moneys  at  Uuntsviile;  and  as  to  wUat  proceedings 
liad  been  h;vd  in  the  case. 

Tlie  house  refused  to  recede  from  its  amendment 
to  the  bill  to  provide  for  paying  to  the  state  of 
Missouri  three  per  cent,  arising  from  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands. 

Mr.  C'bolc  gave  notice  tl-iat  he  would,  on  to  mor- 
row, tiiove  "for  the  consideration  of  the  r«  port  of 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of 
the  examination  of  the  western  land  offices,  Stc. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  ])resident  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  information, 
called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the  house,  in  respect 
to  claims  that  may  have  been  made  by  a  foreign 
power  to  the  territory  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  west 
of  tlie  United  States,  wiiich,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  about  Imlay's  plan  for  securing 
the  public  mail,  was  read  the  third  time  and  pass- 
ed, as  were  several  private  bills. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  jVe/son,oi'YA. 
in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to 
reduce  and  fix  the  military  peace  establishment. 

Much  debate  followed  and  sundry  amendments 
were  moved,  a  notice  of  which  would  be  unintel- 
ligible to  cur  readers  unless  they  had  the  bill  itself 
before  them.  Towards  the  close,  Mr.  Hanlin  sub 
nutted,  as  an  additional  section,  an  amendment, 
the  purport  of  which  was  to  repeal  all  such  acts, 
orders,  rules  and  resolutions,  as  have  allowed  to 
the  officers  and  persons  of  tlie  army,  or  at  the  mi- 
litary academy  at  West  Point,  commutation  for 
servants'  hire,  subsistence,  or  clothing;  and  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  carried.  The 
committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

THUHSPAl's  PHOCEFDINnS APnU.  18. 

In  the  senate — Mr.  J\I.orril,  submitted  a  resolution 
which  had  for  its  object  a  better  security  from  per 
sons  authorized  to  receive  or  disburse  the  publir 
money. 

The  bill  from  the  house,  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  government  in  the  year  1822. 
v.as  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Several  small  amendments  were  agreed  to,  &c. 

The  next  amendn.ent  reported  to  the  bill  was 
one  which  went  to  extend  to  the  military  appro- 
priation bill,  already  parsed,  the  provision  attarlud 
to  the  present  bill,  prohibitinpc  payment  of  salary 
being  made  to  av.y  officer  while  his  public  accounts 
sh.tll  remain  unsettled. 

This  produced  much  debate — Mr.  JIolwcs,  of 
?.laine,  and  Mr.  Jtforrif,  supported,  and  Mr.  Johi- 
con,  of  Ken.  and  Julmson,  of  Lou.  opposed — after 
which,  and  some  remarks  from  other  members, 
the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table.  The  senate  spent 
some  time  on  executive  business  and  then  ad- 
journed. 

In  the  house  of  refiresentatives — Mr.  Gorharti's  re- 
solution about  the  French  ship  1/a  Pensee,  was 


adopted,  as  were  those  of  Mr.  Moore  respecting 
certain  transactions  at  Uuntsviile. 

Several  resolutions  were  submitted,  which  will 
appear  in  course,  if  acted  upon. 

The  house  refused  to  take  up  the  motion  to  print 
5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  retrenchment,  as  also  to  consider  the  report  on 
the  subject  of  inspecting  certain  western  land  offi- 
ces, and  the  bill  relative  to  the  escape  of  slaves, 
&c. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  reduce  and  fix 
the  military  peace  establishment,  was  taken  up, 
and,  after  some  remarks,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  house  tiien  resolved  itself  into  a  comn/ittee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Coudict  in  the  chair,  on  tiie  bill 
making  further  appropriations  for  tiie  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Slates  for  the  year  1822,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Chambers  moved  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation of  §50,000  for  fort  Calhoun. 

On  this  a  very  heavy  debate  took  place — but  be- 
fore any  question  was  taken  thereon,  the  commiL- 
tec  rose,  8s,c.  and  the  house  adjourned. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  JMacedoiiiun  frigate,  capt .  Biddle,  sailed  from 
Boston  on  the  4th  inst.  fully  equipped  and  power- 
fully manned,  for  a  cruise  in  the  West  Indies,  to 
suppress  piracy  and  alford  aid  to  our  smaller  ves- 
sels engaged  in  that  business. 

Grain.  Corn  was  lately  selling  in  Philadelphia 
at  eighty  cents,  and  oats  at  fifty  cents  per  bushel. 
Great  prices  for  farmers. 

Fire.  About  27  buildings  (of  every  description), 
were  consumed  at  Fredericksburg  by  fire,  on  the 
14tli  inst.     'Ihe  goods  and  furniture  chiefly  saved. 

Shipxureck.  A  schooner  was  lately  shipwrecked, 
in  a  violent  gale  of  wind,  on  the  Seneca  lake — 
crew  saved.  We  hardly  knew  exactly  where  the 
Seneca  lake  was,  a  few  years  ago. 

Bo.'itou.  No  small  degree  of  excitement  prevail- 
ed in  this  (now)  city  as  to  the  choice  of  its  first 
mayor.  Mr.  H,  G.  Otis  was  tlie  "caucus  federal 
candidate,"  and  received  only  1.'384  votes;  Mr.  Jo- 
sinh  Qniiicy  was  put  up  by  another  section  of  the 
•'federal"  party,  and  received  1736  votes.  The 
scatteiing  votes  amounted  to  610,  so  there  Wd>. 
no  choice,  and  a  new  election  must  be  had.  The 
"repuldicans"  do  not  appear  to  have  voted  at  all 
for  mayor.  Since  then,  .Mr.  Qiiincy  has  i)ublish- 
ed  a  letter  ah.solutely  declining  a  poll,  and  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Otis  have  withdrawn  his  name:  and 
a  new  cundidute  must  be  selected.  The  CeiitineL 
boasts  that  "the  whole  federal  caucus  ticket,"  for 
aldermen,  lia.s  been  elected. 

'i'here  has  been  much  matter  publisiied  in  the  pa- 
pers  about  these  things— they  are  only  referred  to, 
to  shew,  thoiit^ii  Boston  was  the  birth-place  of  the 
phrase  "sera  of  good  ieetins's,"  tht^t  party  power  is 
as  much  soughi  after  and  as  sedulously  maintained, 
in  tiiat  place  as  ever  it  w.-^s.  'I'his  is  not  statefl  ir. 
censure,  but  simply  as  a  fact  that  needs  no  remark. 

(Tj^Mr.  .T.  Phillips  has  been  named  as  mayor,  and 
will  probably  be  elected  without  much  opposition. 

J\e-,o  York.  The  land  that  belonged  to  the  "Hol- 
land company,"  about  a  million  and  an  half  of 
acres,  lying  in  the  western  district  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  is  suid  to  have  been  purchased,  or 
about  to  be  purchased,  by  an  association  of  citizens 
at  Albany. 
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Retrenchment.  We  publish  entire  the  report 
of  what  is  called  the  "retrenchment  committee," 
annexing  also  the  additional  report  from  the  same 
for  reducing  the  per  diem  of  the  members  of  con- 
gress, Stc.  The  report  has  been  severely  assailed 
and  wai-mly  defended,  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. Some  say  that  certain  of  the  items  present- 
ed are  not  correct,  but  others  maintain  that  they 
are  right.  The  subjects  presented  are  of  the 
greatest  interest  to  the  people.  The  committee 
state  the  unpleasant  fact  that,  notwithstanding  the 
relief  afforded  by  the  loan  of  Jive  millions  in  1821, 
there  was  a  renl  deficiency  at  the  treasury  of  more 
than  two  millions,  "which  must  be  charged  upon 
the  revenues  of  1822."  We  have  long  held  an 
opinion  that  there  was  a  deficiency,  notwithstand- 
ing all  that  was  said  to  the  contrary. 

It  is  with  regret  to  be  noticed  that  the  commit- 
tee recommend  a,  reliance  on  "a  broken  staff," 
foreign  commerce,  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  go- 
vernment. We  are  not,  and  probably  never  shall 
be,  opposed  to  a  tax  on  foreign  products  consumed, 
as  a  part,  or  even  the  principal  part  of  a  revenue 
system:  but  it  is  in  vain  to  contend  against  the  fit- 
ness of  things  as  established  by  the  experience  of 
all  nations.  It  is  freely,  we  may  say  proudly  admit- 
ted, that  the  people  of  the  U.  States  have  it  more 
in  their  power  than  any  other  people  to  coerce  a 
rigid  econemy  in  the  administration  of  their  af- 
fairs; that  they  possess  the  means  of  checking,  if 
not  of  preventing  abuses — but  still,  we  think  it  may 
be  easily  shewn  that  it  is  as  well  impolitic  as  un 
just,  to  rely  on  foreig^n  productions  for  revenue: 
impolitic,  because  such  revenue  must  be  unsteady 
and  independent  of  any  regulations  of  our  own — 
unjust,  because  it  bears  unequally  on  the  people 
and  has  an  inevitable  tendency  to  encourage  fo- 
reign labor  and  discourage  domestic  industry. 
But  the  committee  seem  to  think  it  hard  that  con- 
gress is  "compelled"  to  apportion  direct  taxes  ac- 
cording to  representation:  surely,  they  will  not 
contend  that  certain  districts  of  country  should 
possess  power  without  contributing  proportionally 
for  it!  It  is  against  every  rule  of  the  republican 
system — and  opposed  by  common  sense.  It  has 
been  a  master-stroke  of  policy  in  some  of  our  le- 
gislators to  render  direct  taxes  odious — in  which,  I 
am  sorry  to  s;iy,  they  have  so  far  succeeded;  for  if 
the  people  of  tJie  United  States  hn(]  felt  what  they 
really  paid  for  the  support  of  government,  tliere 
never  would  have  been  need  for  a  committee  on 
retrenchment:  but  indirect  taxation  always  has,  and 
always  will,  involve  nations  in  difficulty,  if  not  con- 
duct  them  to  despotism. 

Thf,  Indian  trade.  To  preserve  peace,  and 
teach  the  "untutored  Indian"  to  reconcile  himself 
to  the  condition  in  which  our  march  of  population, 
spirit  of  enterprize,  or  lust  of  domination,  has 
placed  him~is  at  once  necessary  to  the  national 
honor  and  respect  of  posterity:  and  it  is  evidently 
a  duty  imposed  upon  us  to  protect  them  from  the 
inroads  of  certain  sets  of  adventurers,  really  less 
Christian  and  more  lawless  than  themselves — men 
so  actuated  by  the  spirit  of  trade,  as  to  feel  willing 
to  sweep  off  a  whole  tribe  for  the  profits  made  on 
a  barrel  of  whiskey.  Miserable  as  these  people 
Voi.XXU. 9. 


are,  they  are  men;  and  it  becomes  us  to  inquire  liow 
much  we  ourselves  have  added  to  their  ferocious 
manners  and  dissolute  habits.  I  trust  that  I  am  not 
a  bigot — but  I  would  not  part  with  my  notions  of 
accountability  for  the  dominion  of  the  world;  and 
heterodox  as  some  may  esteem  it,  I  do  believe  that 
the  "Great  Spirit" — (the  "Jehovah,  Jove,  or 
Lord"  of  nations  more  civilized),  has  equal  respect 
for  his  poor  red  children,  as  for  kings  clothed 
in  purple,  or  judges  covered  with  ermine,  though 
professing  and  subscribing  to  ten  thousand  dogmass 
of  faith,  and  praticing,  perhaps,  much  less  the 
great  moral  duties  imposed  on  the  human  race, 
than  these  ignorant  men. 

A  disposition  appears  to  prevail  to  abolish  the  - 
present  system  of  Indian  trade.  We  are  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  it  is  the  best  that  can  be  devised 
to  effect  the  objects  designed  by  the  good  and 
great  men  of  the  nation:  but  we  feel  almost  cer- 
tain of  this,  that  it  would  be  inhuman  to  suffer  this 
people  to  be  indiscriminately  intruded  upon  by 
our  traders.  Attached  to  the  manners  of  their 
fathers,  how  often  do  we  hear  them  petitioning 
that  the  white  man  may  be  kept  out  from  araongi 
them,  and  for  the  weighty  reason  that  misery  fol- 
lows wheresoever  he  goes  in  the  pursuit  of  profit: 
and  it  becomes  those  to  whom  the  charge  of  the 
Indians  is  more  immediately  committed,  the  mem- 
bers of  congress  and  heads  of  executive  depart- 
ments, seriously  to  pause  and  consider  before  they 
throw  down  the  barriers  which  benevolence,  at 
least,  intended  to  place  between  them  and  the  less 
compassionate  whites;  as  well  as  to  count  the  cost 
that  may  flow  from  a  departure  from  the  present 
system.  We  are  zealously  the  friends  of  economy, 
and  sincerely  desirous  for  the  prosperity  of  our 
country— yet  we  cannot  desire  the  destruction  of 
the  Indians  to  accomplish  the  one,  or  a  cutting  of 
throats  in  Europe  to  effect  the  other:  and  there 
may  be  as  much  true  economy  in  expending  as  in 
saving  money.  At  any  rate,  the  national  dignity 
requires  that  we  should  take  care  of  our  Indian 
neighbors,  and  mitigate,  if  we  cannot  prevent,  the 
evils  to  which  our  approximation  has  subjected 
them. 

Vaccine  agency.  The  bill  to  repeal  the  act  con- 
stituting this  agency,  has  passed  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives by  a  very  large  majority — 102  to  57 
— and  we  are  sincerely  glad  of  it,  regretting  only 
that  the  agency  was  ever  established.  We  have 
not  yet  doubted  that  the  vaccine  disease  was  the 
means  affortled  by  a  kind  providence  to  exlirpate 
the  small  pox,  but  have  believed  that  the  remedy 
would  have  succeeded  far  better,  if  less  reliance 
had  been  placed  on  the  agent  and  more  on  those 
whose  business  it  is  to  attend  to  and  mark  the  pro- 
gress of  that  remedy.  High  sounding  titles  will 
do  nothing  with  the  small  pox— it  is  genius,  dili- 
gence and  care  that  must  combat  and  destroy  it.— 
Its  management  is  best  left  with  tiiose  to  whom  we 
trust  our  lives — direct  responsibility  is  the  best  se- 
curity that  can  be  afforded  in  things  of  this  nature. 

The  next  president.  Several  of  the  newsps. 
pers  are  still  busy  in  putting  forth  the-  pretensions 
of  favorite  oharactera  f'>r  the  presidency  of  tha 
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United  States — the  persons  named  as  candidates 
now  amount  to  sixteen  or  seventeen;  a  goodly 
rumber,  and  if  each  has  a  reasonable  quantity  ot 
friends,  with  long  purses  or  extensive  patronage  to 
keep  the  press  a-jjoing,  \vi  may  expect  a  great  deal 
of  ink-shed  before  the  4ih  ot  March,  lb25. 

.Iamf.s  Otis.  Me  are  much  pleased  to  observe 
fhat  William  Tudor,  esq.  has  i3>ued  propos;«ls  for 
publisliing  the  life  of  Jamls  Otis,  esq.  of  Massa- 
chusetts, inchuling  notices  of  some  cotemporary 
characters  and  events,  from  the  year  176U  to  177i. 
Without  hesitation,  we  promise  ourselves  that  this 
work  will  drtijly  interest  all  who  feel  desirous  of 
asrenaining  the  cause  and  progress  of  events  that 
led  to  the  American  revolution.  Mr.  Otis  wiis  the 
most  iiiiporlant  man  ef  Ins  day:  Mr.  Tudor's  literary 
reput:itton  is  well  established,  and  his  opportunity 
to  collect  materials  is  uncommonly  torlunate. 


General  Grt,f.>-.  The  first  volume  of  the  life  of 
this  distivguished  revolutionary  chief,  by  William 
Johnson,  esq.  of  South  Carolina,  has  appeared, 
and  is  highly  spoken  of.  This  volume  makes  5U0 
quarto  ])ages,  and  is  richly  interspersed  with  por- 
tions ol  American  history.  Greene,  surtl),  was 
one  of  t!ie  gieatesl  men  of  his  age,  though  uobiUiy 
tv'il  shrink  althe  fact  that  he  wasbrougiit  up  as  a 
blacksmith;  and  his  biographer  is  said  "to  write  like 
aii  American  who  part^Kes  of  the  enthusiasm  that 
the  conlemplation  of  liis  iiero  inspires." 

We  are  truly  rejoiced  to  see  an  increased  atten- 
tion to  revolutionary  measures  and  men.  Their 
example  is  precious. 


Legislatures.  A  Pennsylvania  paper  observes 
-«— "We  may  say  of  our  assembly,  as  Popham  said 
of  the  house  of  commons  when  asked  by  queen 
Elizabeth,  "Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  hath  passed 
in  tiie  common's  house.""'  he  answered  "if  it  please 
your  majesty,  seven  weeks."  [four  months]. 

iXjli  the  same  were  applied  to  congress,  what 
might  be  the  answer?  This  body  has  been  in  ses- 
sion more  than  tour  months,  at  a  cost  to  ttie  nation 
of  not  less  than  tn-o  t/musand  dollars  per  day,  or 
about  500  dollars  an  hour,  for  the  average  time  that 
has  bf  en  expended  on  the  public  business — to  the 
great  mortification  of  many  honest  and  industrious 
membtts,  who  would  have  made,  or  saved,  more 
than  their  per  diem  by  beii.g  at  home,  instead  ot 
l>emaining  at  W  ashington — and  what  has  been 
done  to  benefit  the  nation.'  It  is  agreed  that  may 
arise  from  too  much  kgislalion  more  easily  than 
from  too  litttle — but  if  nothing  is  to  be  done,  the 
sooner  it  is  rt-solved  upon  the  better.  We  have 
po  money  to  waste  just  now. 


would  "correct"  such  proctdures,  and  we  trust 
that  the  present  session  will  not  pass  over  without 
the  enactment  of  one. 

The  office  of  jcpge,  &c.  The  venerable  Jere- 
miah I'.  Chase,  chief  judge  of  one  ot  the  districts 
in  Maryland,  was  lately  present-  d  by  the  grand 
jury  of  Montgomery  county  as  a  'serious  gncv^- 
ance,"  because  of  his  absence  trom  the  b^^nch. 
To  relieve  him  from  this,  his  meiUcal  attendant 
and  friend,  Dr.  John  Kidgely,  has  published  the  fol- 
lowing statement: 

"1  have  been  judge  Chase's  family  physician  for 
the  last  fourteen  years.  During  this  jjeriod  h« 
health  has  been  infirm,  and  his  complaii  ts  have  in 
several  instances  a>siimed  a  most  dang-ions  hs- 
pect.  He  has  at  chfiereiit  times  manif  sted  an  in- 
tention to  attt.nd  the  courts  and  has  b-'en  dissuad- 
ed by  me.  J^ot  only  his  heu  th  but  his  lije  luonlit 
have  bten  hazarded  by  :f>plicntioji  to  business.  His 
late  attendance  during  a  protracted  and  aiduous 
Sfssioii  ot  the  court  (f  appeals,  migi.t  have  prodnc* 
eo  i-larnung  consequences  had  noi  an  opportune 
bleeding  from  the  nose  relieved  him  " 

Full  taith  is  justly  due  to  all  that  Dr  Ridgely 
sa\s, and  there  cannot  be  acioubt  t:  at  jui'ge  C  ase- 
is  nuilhiig  to  ptrtorni  ail  the  du'ies  required  of  iiirn* 
with  the  greatest  zeal  n'.d  strictest  integrity —'lUt 
as  the  fact  is  tiiat  iie  is  vuub'.e,  and,  from  his  great  ly 
advanced  age.  It  is  impossible  to  expert  th.^t  he 
ever  will  be  able  to  perform  them,  does  not  com- 
mon sense  sa)  that  he  slioiild  retire,  rio  s  not 
common  jusl.ce  demand  rJ  If  lis  iiiabihty  was  of 
a  temporary  chaiacter — if  there  was  a  liope  that  it 
raigiit  be  removed  even  in  the  lapse  of  a  twelve- 
month, so  great  is  our  respect  for  his  charac  er, 
that  we  would  s.iy,  "wait  patiently  such  a  ma^  as 
lie  luus  is  not  to  be  met  with  e\ery  day:"  but  we  are 
tolil  that  there  is  no  hope,  for  old  age  is  incurable. 
Whether  or  not  the  amount  ot  t!:e  salary  is  ne- 
cessary to  the  comfort  of  judge  ChaSe,  we  are  not 
informed;  but  if  it  is  needful,  must  say — that  the 
public  interest  would  be  much  better  consulted  by 
paying  him  &  pension  to  the  amount  of  ii,  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  services.  Ihe  dearest  of  all  li- 
beralities or  charities,  are  those  paid  to  public  of- 
ficers as  for  doing  what  they  are  incapable  of  doing- 
The  man  with  one  arm  should  never  be  put  to  do 
a  business  that  requires  two  arms,  however  worthy 
he  is,  or  justly  he  may  be  entitled  to  the  public 
support.  Jf  it  is  right  that  he  should  be  main- 
tained by  the  public — so  be  it,  we  will  cheerfully 
contribute  our  part  of  the  cost;  but  let  him  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  public  business,  and  cause 
the  loss,  perhaps,  of  many  times  the  amount  of  his 
salary  by  doing  so. 


The  coLLFCTon  of  a  southern  port,  it  is  said, 
^^'as  lately  discovered  to  have  deJauUtd  us  out  of 
about  eighty  thousand  dollars.  Perhaps,  the  whole 
amount  of  depredations  on  property,  committed 
by  all  the  prisoners  in  the  Mar}  land  peniten- 
tiary, is  less  than  the  aggregate  of  this  man's 
MTorgs — yet,  no  doubt,  he  will  bj  some  means 
get  clear  of  punishment,  and,  perhaps,  even  re 
tain  the  money!  The  law  cannot  reach  such  cases 
as  it  should  do.  We  much  want  an  act  to  punish 
these  th.ngs,  criminally.  TheyycertainI},  are  less 
excusable  than  highway  robbery,  if  unattended 
with  outrages  on  perso:.s.  l  here  is  something 
noble  in  a  fellow  who,  to  get  money,  puts  his  life 
in  lawful  j'opardy — but  how  mean  is  it  for  a  man 
•to  si.oak  into  our  confidence  and  rob  us,  by  "a 
fereach  of  trust!"— An  energetic  law  ef  congress 


IsTEHioR  cGMMCNicATios.  Much  has  lately  been 
published  in  the  Western  papers  about  the  mak- 
ing ot  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  lake  Mi- 
chigan with  those  of  the  river  Illinois — which,  it 
seems,  may  be  accomplished  at  an  inconsiderable 
expense,  compared  with  the  magnitude  of  the  be- 
nefit to  be  derived  from  it.  It  is  estimated  in  the 
St.  Louis  ''Register."  that,  when  the  New  York 
canal  is  completed,  if  the  canal  just  above  men- 
tioned is  m^ide,  a  ton  of  merchandize'  may  be  trans- 
ported/oa7!<//;om  New  York  for  80  dollars,  or  at 
40  dollars  per  ton  for  each  \o)3ige,both  occupying 
76  days,  including  all  delays  or  reasonably  antici- 
pated impediments:  whereas  the  transport  of  a  ton 
(if  merchandize  to  and  from  New  York,  via  New" 
Orleans,  will  consume  120  days,  and  cost  from  140 
t»  150  dollars  per  ton.  Besides,  there  will  be  much 
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greater  safety  in  tlie  former  route.  The  average 
time  of  a  voyage  from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans  is 
given  at  20  days — ttie  return  at  30  days.  New  Or- 
leans is  the  natural  market  for  the  products  of  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi — but  it  seems  as  if  an  arti- 
ficial one  may  rival  or  command  it,  through  public 
eiJintand  certain  local  advantages. 


The  law!  the  law!!  It  is  probable  that  A.  Lith- 
f  o\v,  though  found  guilty  of  "larceny  of  the  mo- 
ney of  the  bank"  at  Kichmond,  will  finally  escape 
punishment — for  he  has  able  council,  and  every 
possible  point  is  disputed.  ««Plate  sin  with  gold," 
&c. 


The  HOPPEU-BOT.  It  is  stated,  that  Oliver  Evans' 
patent-right  to  the  Hopper-boy  has  been  declared, 
by  a  late  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  at  Wash- 
■  ing,  "void  as  a  pat.jnt  for  improvement,  because 
the  specification  is  rot  according  to  law;  and  void 
aS  a  patent  for  the  whole  machine,  because  he  was 
not  the  original  inventor." 

Mails.  The  average  number  of  mails  made  up 
weekly  at  New  York,  according  to  a  statement 
lately  published,  is  1031:  those  made  up  at  Wash- 
ington city  at  this  time,  nmount  to  1532.  But  this 
number  will  be  greatly  diminished  on  the  rising  of 
congress. 

Ne-v  South  Iceland.  A  vessel  has  just  arrived 
at  Stonington,  Conn,  from  the  newly  discovered 
land  to  the  south.  Left  several  American  vessels, 
with  some  oil  and  fur  seal-skins.  'I'he  slaughter 
among  the  seals  has  been  so  great  that  they  appear 
to  be  becoming  scarce.  This  vessel  has  brought 
in  only  400  skins. 


Balance  of  trade.     In  the  Register  of  the  9th 
lilt,  an  article  Was  inserted  about  the  "balance  of 
trade,"  which  I  did  think  was  entitled  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  editors  of  the  "National  Intplhgencer;" 
for  they  had  assured  the  public  of  the  '^>nost  impor- 
tant fact"  that  the  amount  of  our  exports  exceeded 
that  of  our  imports,  in  the  handsome  sum  of  two 
millions  four  hundred  thousand  dollars:  and  so  it 
did — yes,  in<lee<l,  it  did;  but  the  excess,  and  more, 
was  made  of  specie  exported  beyond  the  amount 
imported,  to  payoff  old  debts  or  make  new  specu- 
lations.   I  know  it  to  be  nearly  impossible  that  the 
editors  of  this  extensively  circulated  and  important 
journal  should  notice  every  thing  of  this  soft,  and 
especially  during  the  sessions  of  congress,  when 
they  have  so  much  and  such  diversified  business  to 
attend  to;  but,  as  they  had  sent  out  the  impression 
of  a  fact  the  reverse  of  what  its  real  merit  was   I 
think  that  they  might  have  found  time  to  correct 
or  explain  it.     Specie,  as  an  article  of  commerce, 
is  the  last  thing  that  leaves  a  country,  even  J\Iexi 
CO  or  Pent,  if  other  commodities  will  bear  the  cost 
of  transportation,  to  make  a  freight  being  the  pri- 
mary and  continual  object  of  ship  owners.     Gold 
and  silver,  therefore,  and  especially  as  to  countries 
which  do  not  expend  labor  in  producing  these  me- 
tals, serve  only  as  an  index  to  the  course  of  trade, 
being  used  to  satisfy  balances  that  cannot  be  clos- 
ed by  the  transmission  of  other  commodities;  and 
when  so  large  an  amount  as  two  and  an  half  mil- 
lions' is  lost  to  the  United  States  in  one  year,  it  is 
conclusive  evidence  that  our  own  products  have 

*A  sum  more  than  half  as  much  as  the  whole 
amount  possessed  by  the  national  bank,  when  vrcH 
o^nditioned! 


ceased  to  supply  the  demand  for  foreign  goods. — 
It  is  no  matter  whether  the  specie  goes  to  China, 
England,  or  Kamschatka — for  it  is  the  general  ba- 
lance of  the  specie-account  that  belongs  to  the 
question. 

There  is  an  immeasurable  distance  between  true 
words  and  substantial  facts.      The  sum  of  the  ex- 
ports shews  a  balance  in  our  favor — so  may  the  ac- 
count-current of  an  African  prince    who  barters 
his  own  wives  and  children,  that  happen  to  offend 
him,  for  beads  and  looking-glasses  and  red  cloth, 
with  Christian  dealers  in  human  blood.     The  truth 
is,  and  there  are  no  persons  who  know  it  better 
than    the  editors  of  the  "Intelligencer,"  that   an 
attempt  to   ascertain   the  •  balance  of  trade,"  by 
customhouse  returns,  is  imjiracticable — If  possi- 
ble to  be  ascertained  at  all,  otlier  things,  of  a  total- 
ly different  nature,  must  be  considered,  to  gather 
an  idea  of  what  it  is— and  this  is  all  that  we  can  do; 
though  it  is  not  dithcult,  sometimes,  to  determine 
on  the  matter  en  masse.     We  shall  shew  that  the 
returns  at  the  custom-house  of  an  excess  oi  imparls, 
may  as  easily  prove  that  a  balance  is  in  our  favor 
as  an  excess  of  exports  can  do — that  is,  that  such 
statements  cannot  prove  any  thing  in  themselves, 
though  exceedingly  interesting  in  many  other  re- 
spects 

There  are  certain  points  that  claim  attention, 
which  we  shall  endeavor  to  lay  before  the  reader  as 
briefly  as  possible: 

1.  If  the  cargo  of  an  \merican  ship  (when  on 
board),  worth  20,000  dollars,  is  transported  to  a 
foreign  country,  through  the  agency  of  American 
seamen,  subsisted  on  American  provisions,  and 
there  sold  or  bartered  ao  that  the  return-cargo  im- 
ported, shall  have  cost,  at  its  market  price  in  the 
foreign  port,  25,000  dollars — a  table  of  exports  and 
and  imports,  framed  out  of  the  custom- house 
returns,  would  shew  a  balance  of  5,000  dollars 
against  our  country,  when,  in  fact,  we  had  gained 
that  sum  by  domestic  labor  and  subsistence  ex- 
pended and  capital  emp!o>ed,  or  profit  realized. 

2.  If  such  cargo,  so  transported  to  a  foreign 
market,  will  there  only  purchase  other  goods,  for 
import,  of  the  value  of  15,o00  dollars— theso  tables 
will  shew  a  national  gain  of  5,000  dollars,  though 
that  sum  has  been  actually  lost,  as  well  ;xs  the 
charges  for  the  transport,  out  and  home,  and  in- 
terest on  capital  invested:  and  if  the  ship  and  cargo 
be  sunk  at  sea,  whether  going  or  returning,  then 
the  whole  of  the  original  investment  will  go  to  the 
credit  of  exports  against  imports,  and  exhibit  an 
apparent  national  gain  of  20,000  dollars,  though  a 
direct  and  positive  damage  is  sustained  to  that 
amount. 


3.  Notwithstanding  the  merchant,  in  the  receipt 
of  15, 000  dollars  worth  of  foreign  goods  i:i  exchange 
for  20,000  dollars  4vorth  exportei,  may  save  himself 
from  loss,  or  even  m.ike  a  profit,  by  the  sale  of  the 
goods  to  his  own  countrymen  at  a  much  advatu  :d 
price  over  the  foreign  cost — such  saving  or  profit 
IS  nothing  to  the  nation,  unless  such  goods,  at  their 
enhanced  value,  are  re-shipped  and  the  advance  is 
realized  out  of  foreigners. 

These  propositions  are  incontestible,  according 
to  the  principles  on  which  such  statements  of  ex- 
ports and  imports  are  founded— -which  put  nominal 
amounts  of  money  in  opposition  to  one  another. 
But  what  is  the  real  state  of  the  case,  when  100 
dollars  worth  of  bread  stuffs  or  meats,  areiexcbang". 
ed  for  a  merino  slunvl  or  a  Leghorn  bonnet,  valued  at 
100  dollars,  in  fhs  foreign  place*  at  which  ehey 
i  sv:  pavchaged? 


■iSQ 
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Again — the  fact  is  that,  in  co"sequence  of  the  rate 
«f  excliange  being  so  heavily  agiiinst  us,  our  mer 
tJiants  w  ould  be  well  pleased  to  sell  cargoes  ot  cot 
ton  at  Liverpool  or  Glasgow  for  the  clear  money- 
amotint  that  they  cost  at  Charleston,  Savannah  or 
Kew-Orleans:  and  then,  if  1000  dolLns  in  the  Unit 
ed  States  is  put  in  opposition  to  1000  dollars  in 
.Britain,  it  is  evident  that  the  former  has  lost  the 
amount  expended  in  transporting  the  commodities 
that  furnish  surh  values. 

Wifen  the  export  carrying  trade  is  profitable, 
an  e.\cess  of  imp' rts  may  represent  tiiat  profit - 
when  it  is  un[)rofitab]e,  an  excess  of  exports  may 
shew  a  real  loss  to  the  nation.  So  opinions  about 
<'ihe  balance  of  trade"  cannot  reston  customhouse 
statements. 

But  if  we  assume  such  statements  as  data,  or  use 
them  in  any  way,  the  following  must  be  added  to 
tlie  cost  of  impoils — 

1.  We  imported  articles,  in  1821,  other  than  gold 
and  silver,  valued  at  54,521,724  dollars,  and,  in 
like  manr.er,  exported  otljers  valued  at  54,496,323 
— seeming  balance  against  usS25,401. 

2.  Tlie  rate  of  excliai  g"  on  Great  Britain  ave- 
raged 10  per  cent,  against  us  — which  is  surely 
chargeable  on  the  cost  of  the  goods  imported  from 
that  country,  because  the  condition  of  it  necessa- 
riU  reduced  the  compuralive  value  of  our  commo 
dities  at  that  rate — just  as  much  so  as  if  the  whole 
had  been  purch:iSf  d  by  bills  of  excliange, 

3.  We  have  620,000  tons  of  registt- red  shipping; 
these  cost  50  dollars  per  ton,  or  31  millions:  and 
the  interest  on  this  capital  must  be  taken  into  the 
account. 

4.  The  cost  of  repairs,  "wear  and  tear"  of  vessels 
and  depreciation  of  value,  is,  (in  tJie  opinion  of  seve- 
ral experienced  persons  with  whom  1  have  convers 
ed),  at  least  equal  to  the  original  cost  in  a  perioij 
of  seven  years,  and  a  total  loss  of  property  vested 
in  ships  may  be  said  to  occur  once  in  every  seven 
jears. 

5.  The  vesstls  and  their  cargoes  must  have  an  al- 
lowance for  losses  at  sea,  whether  going  or  return- 
ing— this  allowance  is  best  made  by  the  premiums 
on  insurance  paid,  say  at  2  per  cent,  out  and  2  per 
cent,  home,  as  the  general  average.  The  value  on 
•which  that  is  to  be  paid,  is — for  ships,  31  millions; 
cargoe.s,  outward  and  homeward,  lo9  million^ — 
together  140  millions. 

6.  Suppose  that  only  20,000  men  are  employed 
in  navigating  those  vessels — the  cost  of  their  labor 
and  subsistence  will  average  75  cents  each  per  day. 

Other  things  might  be  added,  but  these  are  suf- 
•ficient  for  our  present  purposes: 

1.  Apparent  balance  against  us  25,000 

2.  10  per  ct.  advance  on  British  goods    2,500,000 

3.  Interest  on  capital  vested  in  ships     1,860,000 
i4.  "Tear  and  wear"  and  depreciation 

of  do.  4,420,000 

5.  Insurance  at  2  per  cent.  2,800,000 

6.  Labor  and  subsistence  5,475,000 


^17,080,000 
Now,  if  the  custom-house  returns  can  be  used  to 
prove  any  thing,  they  must  indicate  an  enormous 
balance  against  us.  That  such  balance  exists,  there 
is  no  one  that  will  preterdto  deny,  however  much 
we  may  differ  aooiit  the  manner  of  shewing  it. 
England  is  the  great  market  for  our  cotton,  tobac- 
co, &.C.  yet  we  find  our  ship  owners  sending  out 
gold  and  silver  in  their  vessels,  the  freight  of  whic'. 
Js  triHing,  in  preference  to  cargoes  of  domestic 
produce,  the  freight  on  which  it  is  always  so  desi- 
;^f  Wo  to  obtain:  they  not  ©nly  do  this,  bat  they  also 


give  a  premium  of  about  six  per  cent,  for  gold- 
even  ten  dollars  and  sixty  cents  in  silver  fur  aa 
Eagle  to  send  to  Livt  rpool  to  buy  goods,  thai  they 
may  make  a  freight  inward.  Ttie  exchangt  is  now 
fourteen  per  cent,  against  us  we  recollect  wiien  it 
WAS  twe?iti/ pei  cent,  in  our  favor.  At  that  tine,  ev^  ry 
branch  of  domestic  industry  was  prosperous  mo- 
ney was  abundant,  though  there  was  so  mucti  use 
for  it  that  eight  per  cent,  intcri-st  was  thought  rea- 
sonable: now  it  yields  less  than  f^'e  per  cent,  and 
is  scarce,  because  it  does  not  circulate;  many 
branches  of  industry  dragging  on  slowly  a^id  barely 
subsisting  those  eng:iged  in  them.  Some  have  yet 
really  to  learn  that  the  French  revolution  is  over» 
that  Europe  is  at  peace,  that  we  are  no  longer  the 
carriers  for  other  nations.  This  nation  was  so  com- 
pletely intoxicated  with  commercial  prosperity 
that  it  has  not  yet  got  sober,  though  one  would 
think  that  time  enough  ha.s  elapsetl  and  sufftrlng 
enough  been  endured,  to  bring  us  to  our  senses. 

Florid-i  William  P  Dnvall.  of  Kentuckv,  rew 
cently  judge  of  the  United  States*  court  in  East 
Florida,  has  been  appointed  by  the  president,  with 
tlie  consent  of  the  senate,  to  be  governor  of  the 
territory  of  Florida. 

13^  rhe  JVaiiona:  Intelligencer,  of  Saturday  las^ 
says — Of  the  documents  yesterday  transmitted  to 
congress  by  the  president,  connected  with  recent 
Of  currf-nces  in  Florida,  the  most  important  is  a 
le iter  from  the  secretary  of  state  to  don  Joaquin 
d'Anduiga,  miiiisl'  r  of  Spain,  giving  a  definitive 
answer  to  his  cornplaints  against  the  proceedings 
of  general  .Tackson.  whilst  governor  of  Florida. 
The  letter  is  of  such  length,  that  we  shall  not  be 
able  immediately  to  publish  it.  Meanwhile,  we 
present  our  readers  with  the  following,  which  are 
the  concluding  paragraphs  of  the  letter,  amsi  which 
afford  information  of  the  destination  of  the  Mace- 
donian fr  gate,  which  Kitely  sailed  from  Boston: 

«>  The  delays  of  the  captain  general  of  Cuba,  with 
regard  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  royal  order  trans- 
mitted  to  him  by  col.  Forbes,  were  so  extraoi'flina- 
rv,  and,  upon  any  just  principle,  so  unacountable, 
that  the  minister  of  the  United  States  iu  Spain  was, 
by  letters  from  this  department,  of  loili  and  16th 
June  last,  in.structed,  upon  his  return  to  Madrid,  to 
represent  the  same  to  your  government,  and  tore- 
quest  new  and  peremptory  orders  to  that  officer, 
for  the  delivery  of  the  archives  in  his  possession, 
conformably  to  the  stipulation  of  the  treaty.  The 
renewal  of  the  order  was  declined,  upon  the  ground 
of  entire  confidence  on  the  part  of  your  govern- 
ment, that  the  captain  general  would,  before  it 
could  be  received,  have  completed  the  delivery  of 
the  archives  and  documents,  as  he  had  been  com- 
manded by  the  king. 

"I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  state,  that  this  just 
expectation  of  his  Catholic  majesty  has  not  yet 
been  fulfilled. 

"Captain  James  Riddle,  commander  of  the  Unit- 
ed States'  frigate  Macedonian,  has  therefore  been 
commissioned  to  repair  to  the  Havana,  there  to 
receive  the  documents  and  archives  which  colonel 
Forbes  was  obliged  to  leave,  and  which  it  is  hoped 
the  captain  general  and  governor  of  Cuba  will 
cause  to  be  delivered  without  further  delay." 

The  coNSTiTrTTOw.  We  have  already  noticed 
the  decision  of  judge  Tucker,  (hat  the  "loan  office 
law"  of  Missouri  is  unconstitutional.  He  is  a  state 
judge.  The  St.  Louis  Rnquirer,  of  March  9,  has 
ihf  following  article  rflalive  to  another  measure 
of  "relict" — "Judge  Tucker  has  decided  in  the 
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St.  Louis  circuit  court,  in  the  case  of  Glasscock 
a},'ainst  Steeii,  tliat  the  act  of  the  last  session  nt 
the  leg'islature,  providinsj  for  a  stay  of  execution 
for  two  Vf-ars  h-hI  h  half,  (i*  the  plaintiff  will  not 
©ndorse  that  he  v/ill  takt-.  property  at  two-thinis 
of  its  Viiiiie)  is  nncoiistiiulionnl.  Tlie  judge  says, 
<«let  rij;ht  and  justice  prevail."  We  will  puijhsii 
this  opinion  next  week;  in  the  interim  we  would 
direct  thf  attention  of  the  people  to  the  opinion 
of  judge  Jones,  of  the  supreme  court,  reported 
below  "he  opinions,  conjointly,  xhibit  a  strange 
c.  ilision  of  ideas  on  the  Same  subject;  hut  it  may 
be  so  ne  satisfaction  to  the  public  at  large  to  learn 
tliat  all  the  labors  of  the  legislature  were  not  in 
vain,  to  remove  the  embarrassmenis  of  the  coun 
try  We  are  only  sorry  that  judge  Jones's  opi- 
nion IS  not  finally  decisive  of  the  question." 

03=  We  sliail  lake  some  opportunity  to  give  these 
opinions  at  h  ngth. 

Co vsTircTrovAL  matters.  The  following  arti- 
cle from  the  "National  Intelligencer"  of  Monday 
lasi,  addressed  to  the  editors,  is  copied  by  us  as 
presentmgsnrne  curious  facts  about  constitutional 
matters,  as  tpplicable  to  the  Cumberland  roaJ. 

"Gentiernen:  1  enclose  herein  the  act  of  the  as- 
semiily  of  Virginia,  of  180^,  relating  to  the  Cum- 
berland road.  I  wisii  tliat  you  would  give  it  a 
place  in  your  paper.  It  will  puzzle  the  modern 
advocat-s  of  state  rights  to  explain  under  wliat  con- 
Stitutional  principKs  (accordiniC  to  their  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution)  congress  can  derive  pow- 
er fr  im  a  state  legislature  to  do  an  act  which  they 
co'iid  not  perform  under  the  constitution  of  the  U. 
States  Had  I  time  at  command,  I  vKould  furnisii  a 
ooiicise  commentaiy  on  this  act.  But  my  other 
vocations  pre\ent  me.  I  should  like  much  to  see 
the  act  printed,  as  it  is  but  little  known,  and  less 
ap  ke    of.  Yours,  &;c. 

[  rhe  following  is  a  copy  of  the  act  enclosed  in 
the  a'.ove  letter:] 


AN  ACT  giving  the  assent  of  the  state  of  Virginia 
to  an  act  of  congre&s  for  laying  out  and  making  a 
road  from  the  Potomac  river  lo  the  state  of  Oiiio. 
Whereas,  by  an  act  of  congress  of  the  United 
States,  passed  on  the  29th  day  of  March,  1806,  en- 
titled "an  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  mak- 
ing  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  state  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  state  of  Ohio,"  the  President  of  the  U. 
Stales  was  empowered  to  lay  out  a  road  from  the 
Potomac  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  to  take  measures 
for  maki  g  the  same,  so  soon  as  the  consent  of  the 
legislatures  of  the  several  states,  through  wliich  the 
said  road  should  pass,  could  be  ot>tained;  and  where- 
as application  has  been  madf.  to  t/ds  general  assem- 
bly, by  the  president*  of  the  United  States,  for  its  con- 
sent to  the  measures  aforesaid: 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  general  as- 
sembly. That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
ke,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  so  much 
of  the  said  road  as  will  be  within  this  state,  to  be 
cut  out  from  the  place  where  the  same  may  enter 
the  territory  of  this  state,  to  such  point  or  place 
on  the  Ohio  river  as  now  is,  or  may  hereafter  be, 
agreed  on  by  the  president  or  congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  to  cause  the  said  road  to  be  made, 
regnltiied,  and  completed,  within  the  limits,  and 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  be- 
fore recited  act  of  congress,  or  any  future  act  by 
Xhem  to  be  passed  in  relation  thereto 

Sec  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  such  person  or 
persons  as  are,  or  shall  be,  appointed  for  the  pur- 


^t\Ir.  ietfers^n. 
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pose  of  Uying  out  and  completing  the  said  road, 
under  toe  authority  of  the  U.  States,  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  enter  upon  the  lands 
ihrough  which  the  same  may  pass,  and  upon  any 
lands  near  or  adj^acent  thereto,  and  therefrom  to 
lake,  dig,  cut,  and  cany  away,  such  materials  of 
earth,  sione,  gravel,  timber,  and  saud,  as  may  be 
necessary  for  completing  the  said  road, 

Sec  3  Provided,  neverthefe.is.  That  such  materials 
shall  be  valued  and  apprais.  d  in  the  same  m.an- 
ner  as  materials  taken  for  similar  purposes,  undep 
the  authority  of  the  commonwealth,  are  by  the 
laws  thereof  directed  to  be  valued  and  appraised^ 
and  a  certificate  of  the  amount  thereof  shall,  hy 
the  person  or  persons  appointed,  or  hereafter  to 
be  appointed,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  be  delivered  to 
each  party  entitled  thereto,  for  any  materials  to  be 
taken  by  virtue  of  tins  act,  to  entitle  him  or  her  to 
receive  payment  therefor  from  the  United  Stjitea, 

Sec.  4.  ■  his  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  pass^ 
ing  thereof. 

Passed  in  the  session  of   180r. 

Debates  is  congbess.  Having  alluded  to  the 
following  report  of  a  speecli  delivered  in  congress, 
to  suppL>rt  an  opinion  that  if  speeches  were  re- 
ported as  delivered,  tliat  we  should  have  a  much 
less  number  of  tiiem,  we  have  thought  it  best  to 
publish  the  article.  It  is  copied  from  the'  Boston 
Daily  A.uvertiser,  and  said  to  have  been  pronounc- 
ed in  congress  on  the  6th  inst.  wiien  the  quesuoa 
of  appropriating  900U  dollars  for  the  Cumberland 
road  was  before  'he  house  of  representatives. 

'•Mr.  Baily,  of  Md.  I  shall  not  use  so  much  slang 
as  many  men  on  this  floor.     Some  of  them  talk  a 
a  great  deal  -uiithoui  knowing  much  about  the  sub- 
ject.    I  have  read  in  the  newspapers  that  this  is  the 
wisest  congress  we  have  ever  had;  and  they  are  the 
most  dilatory.     In  truth  we  take  time  to  consider 
well      What  is  this  9l»00  dollars?     Let's  give  it  to 
'em — give  'em  a  good  road.     Gentlemen  think  that 
it  will  lacilitale  intercourse  between  the  east  and 
west,  and  diffuse  knowledge.     1  think  so  too.     I 
think  we  ouglit  to  give  our  brothers  m  the  west 
softie  intelligf-nce,  for  many  of  them  get  up  and 
speak  here  -without  intelligence.     If  we  have  not  a 
communication  of  this  soit,  we  shall  be  separate 
and  distinct  states.     We  cannot  preserve  the  union 
except  by  a  commercial  intercourse.     No  hing  but 
commerce  can  save  us.     Why  was  Alexander  cal- 
led Alexander  tht  great.'     Nottjecause  heconqtier- 
ed  the  world,  but  because  he  connected  together  3i\l 
parts  of  the  world  in  a  grand  commercial  system— 
because   he  built   Alexandria,  and  associated    his 
name  with  the  great  system  of  internauonal  kno\v» 
ledge  and  profit,  of  which  he  was  the  author. — 
That's  the  reason  he  was  called  great.     If  there 
were  not  a  chance  to  get  acquainted  in  the  way  of 
busiuess,  we  should  hate  and  despise,  and  bye  and 
bye  we  should  kill  one  another;  Pennsylvania  would 
lifee  to  put  a  mountain  riglit  in  tlie  middle  of  Cum- 
berland road.     Some  men  from  Pennsylvania  don't 
like  it;  that  is,  the  Pittsburg  interest,  don't  hke  it. 
It  spoils  their  great  roid  and  hurts  the  towns  situat- 
ed thereon.     The  truth  is,  the  question  is  not  whe- 
ther this  road  is  a  good  thing  for  the  nation,  but  is  it 
profitable  to  Pennsylvania,  "ihat's  the  question."  I 
never  have  been  on  this  road,  and  I  never  shall  be 
on  it, — according  to  my  present  ideas;  for  I  have 
no  notion  as  yet  of  becoming  an  emigrant;  but  then 
I  like  tliat  our  western  fnends  should  have  a  good 
road  to  travel,  when  they  co-ne  here.     They  live 
■/tj  a  vyilderness;  and  tfjev  will  b«  very  much  pleas* 
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ed,  and  like  us  better,  if  we  make  a  good  road  tor 
them.  If  we  don't  keep  up  an  easy  and  comforta- 
ble communication,  we  shall  be  divided  into  eas 
tern  men,  and  men  of  the  woods.  But  when  we  let 
one  another  have  what  we  don't  want  and  get  what 
we  do  want,  and  when  we  are  all  the  time  receiv- 
ing  favors  from  one  another,  and  find  that  we  think, 
and  feel,  and  speak  just  alike;  ecod!  we  begin 
to  be  very  good  friends.  (The  chairman  called 
the  gentlemen  from  Md.  to  order.)  Mr.  B.  said 
that  "be  used  t.ie  language  of  our  brothers  from 
the  west.  But  Mr.  chairman,  this  is  a  great  nation- 
al subject,  and  we  must  think  as  much  alike  as  pos- 
sible.  We  might  make  a  great  canal  between 
Chesapeak  bay  and  the  Delaware;  we  can  do  it 
with  stock  if  we  are  a  mind  to.  New  York  has  a 
great  canal  which  her  great  men  think  goes  round 
the  -world.  She  has  wise  men  too — wiser  f  dare  say, 
than  she  has  sent  here  f^v  these  two  or  three  years. — 
She  was  helped  a  little  in  making  her  canal  by  salt 
and  Saratoga  water.  But  this  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  suljject.  I  am  for  repairing  this  road  — 
What's  g9000?  Let's  give  'em  a  good  bridge  too 
over  the  Monongahela.  Instead  of  forty  thousand 
dollars  to  build  a  wooden  bridge;  give  'em  a  hun- 
dred and  forty  thousand  to  maki-  a  good  stove  one. 
They  will  think  the  better  of  us  every  time  they 
pass  over  it.  They  will  march  over  it  to  fight  for 
US;  we  shall  march  over  it  to  fight  for  them.  1 
merelv  got  up  to  assist  our  brothers  from  the  west. 
I  hav'nt  any  interest  in  the  business;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Richmond  here  has  no  interest  in  it;  and 
1  hope  he'll  assist  me." 

Agricttltchal.  From  the  Piiyetteville,  f-^'-  C.J 
Observer. — We  understand  that  James  Seaweil, 
esq.  of  this  place,  is  making  the  attempt  to  natu- 
ralize the  Sea  Island  and  Brazil  cotton  to  this 
climate,  and  has  planted  on  his  farm  on  the  Cape- 
Tear,  near  this  place,  nearly  20  bushels  of  the 
seed  of  this  kind  of  cotton,  and  has  received  from 
a  gentleman,  now  on  a  visit  at  Baltimore,  resident 
at  the  Havana,  the  seed  of  a  particular  and  highly 
esteemed  tobacco,  raised  in  the  island  of  Cuba  on- 
ly, called  the  "de  la  Vuelta  abaxa,"  the  culture  of 
which,  has  long  been  held  by  the  planters  of  the 
Island,  located  between  the  Havana  and  Mariel  as 
their  exclusive  property,  and  cultivated  by  none 
others  in  the  island  of  Cuba;  its  value  is  estimated 
for  segars  at  from  l.»  to  ^^2  per  pound.  These  ex- 
periments are  of  no  ordinary  magnitude  to  the 
planters  and  land  holders  on  the  Cape  Fear.  Mr. 
S.  is  no  less  a  practical  farmer  than  an  operative 
man  in  every  enterprize  he  has  undertaken;  and 
has  suceeded  in  cultivating  the  common  Upland 
Cotton  on  these  lands  to  great  advantage,  having 
the  last  year  raised  a  crop  of  cotton  equal  in  quuri- 
tity  and  quality  to  the  acre,  to  any  of  the  best  South 
Carolina  or  Georgia  lands. 

T"onEiGN  NEWS.  By  several  late  arrivals  from  Eu- 
rope, the  public  mind  has  been  considerably  agitat- 
ed since  our  last.  London  papers  of  the  1 1th  of  March 
give  us  almost  reason  to  believe  that  a  revolu- 
tion had  really  commenced  in  France,  and  that  the 
cry  was  for  Napoleon  the  second.  A  certain  ge- 
neral Benton  was  said  to  have  raised  the  tri-color- 
ed  flag,  issued  proclamations,  and  collected  a  con- 
siderable force  at  Tours,  from  whence  be  had 
marched  to  Laumur,  gathering  force  like  a  snow- 
ball. Paris  accounis  were  then  received  that  gave 
some  details  of  these  events,  but  made  them  out  to 
be  the  acts  of  a  few  rebellious  individuals,  who 
were  promptly  put  down  by  the  military,  who  re- 


mained entirely  faithful  to  tiie  king;  that  Benton 
had  fled  in  disguise,  and  that  all  tlungs  *ere  quiet, 
tliough  this  did  not  exactly  appear  to  be  tlie  case. 
Another  arrival  stated  that  the  "rebels"  had  been 
dispersed  without  difficulty  and  that  several  oi  them 
had  been  arrested— still  it  appeared  that  Pans  v.as 
ill  so  great  a  ferment  tnat  large  oodies  of  ircps 
had  been  called  out  to  preserve  the  peace;  and 
by  another  vessel,  bringing  London  date-;  oi'  .he 
17th  of  March,  we  learn  that  the  greate^>t  alarm 
prevailed  in  Paris — that  the  streets  were  paraded 
by  large  parties  crying,  Vive  la  charte,  rive  tu  na- 
tion, vive  J^apoleon.  How  mucn  of  truth  there  is  .m 
all  these  things,  we  cannot  pretend  to  say. 

It  is  reported  that  a  secret  marriage  has  tiken 
place  between  the  king  of  England  and  a  princess 
ot  Denmark. 

In  Ireland,  though  great  outrages  were  still  com- 
mitted, the  strong  arm  of  government  was  reducing 
the  people  to  order.  Many  persons  had  been  tried 
— a  number  were  execwted  at  once  and  others  im- 
mediately put  on  t)oard  transports  for  New  South 
Wales.  For  a  man  to  be  absent  from  his  home  at 
night,  subjects  hinv  to  transportation.  Some  riots 
had  taken  place  in  Sufltblk  and  Norfolk,  (Englaud)j 
to  suppress  which  the  military  w<^re  used. 

The  people  of  the  Ionian  islands  are  used  with 
the  greatest  severity  by  the  British — mihtary  law 
prevails. 

Gen.  Riego  now  is  president  of  the  Spanish 
corles.  The  state  of  things  is  improving.  'Hie 
number  of  deaths,  by  yellow  fever,  at  Barcelona, 
during  the  last  autum,  is  reported  at  more  than 
10,000— suppossed  not  to  have  been  less  than 
12,000;  about  the  sixth  of  all  th-t  inhabited  it. 

The  question  of  war  or  peace  between  Russia 
and  Turkey  remained  undecided,  but  there  are  va- 
rious rumors  which  render  it  higlilj-  probable  that 
hostilities  would  commence  early  in  the  spring. — 
A  letter  from  St.  Peiersburj;,  dated  Feb.  17,  sayS; 
that  a  declaration  of  war  against  Turkey  was  mo- 
mentarily expected — an  alliance  with  Prussia  is  spo- 
ken of — the  emperor  was  about  to  proceed  to  join 
the  grand  army.  It  now  appears  to  be  the  belief 
in  England  that  war  is  inevitable.  A  letter  from 
Odessa  says,  that  the  Persians  had  refused  the  inter- 
vention  of  th«  British  minister,  and  issued  a  formal 
declaration  of  war  against  the  Turks.  A  strong  re- 
port prevails  that  Ali  Pacha  of  Janina  has,  at  last, 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  by  treachery. 
He  had  immense  treasures  in  his  possession — it  is 
stated  that  he  will  be  sent  to  Constantinople,  as 
that  he  desired  to  make  some  important  communi- 
cations  to  the  sultan.  There  were  at  Smyrna, 
about  the  19th  of  Feb.  9  French,  3  British,  and  5 
Austrian  vessels  of  war,  as  squadrons  of  observa- 
tion. A  Dutch  frigate  had  left  the  port  a  few  days 
before.  The  presence  of  these  ships  had  had  a 
wholesome  eflTcct  on  the  Turks. 

Austria  is  reported  to  have  addressed  a  circular 
to  all  the  European  courts,  declaring  in  substance, 
that  there  shall  not  be  any  war,  for  that  she  is  de- 
termined to  maintain  peace.  In  this  procedure  it  i$ 
believed  that  she  is  backed  by  France  and  England: 
But  Alexander  is  increasing  his  army  on  the  Turkish 
frontier,  and  seems  resolved  to  manage  his  concerns 
in  his  own  way. 

It  appears  that  the  Spanish  authorities  in  the 
West  Indies  have  or  are  about  to  authorize  the  fit- 
ting out  of  privateers  for  the  capture  of  vessels  pro- 
ceeding to  or  from  the  ports  and  places  possessed 
by  the  independents. 

A  vessel  has  arrived  at  Callao  from  New  York 


NILKS' REGISTER— APUlLSf,  1822    RETRENCHMENT. 


1S5 


for  twenty  five  dollars  per       Tiie  stock,  composin.^  tht  debt,  and  when  reim. 

bursable,  is  shown  by  the  following  t;iblc: 


V    1    HfHir,  winch  sold 
bairel,  free  ofdiity. 

^y-  fiie  latest  p  qxrs  mention,  that  the  emperor 
«f  Russia  has  leplitd  lo  t!  e  joint  note  of  Austria 
ard  Great  Hrituin,  in  which  he  refuses  to  adndi 
anv  foreig'n  interf  rence  in  his  affairs  with  Tarke\. 
and  a  varii't^  oi  circumstances  i»ie  presented  that 
favor  t  le  idea  of  iiostililits — which,  we  now  think, 
have  before  this  tune  comaienced:  if  so,  no  one 
cari  calculate  the  cons  quences.  The  Gr.-eks  are 
evidently  gathering  s;rength  and  gaining  ground. 

PtiuTCGAL      The  folIoA  ing  is  ijiven  as  the  extent 
and  populalioi)  of  the  Fortuguise  monar. hy: 


Deferred  six  per  cent,  stock 
ihree  per  cent,  s-.'u  k 
-ix  per  cent  stock  of  1796 
Exchanged  six  percent,  stock 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of   1812 
IVitto  of  1813.  (Si6,000,0u01oan) 
IhUo  of  (%7, 500,000  loan) 


gl.j25,82fi  13 

13,293,956  l;4 

S'J.uOU  00 

2,668,974  99 

6.187,006  84 

15,021,136  4J 

6,836,132  39 


srjituie 

fiopu 

leagues. 

Union. 

Portugal  and  the  \lgarve8 

4.63!) 

3,68U.000 

Uvuzil  aiid  (-iuiuna 

277,000 

2,4UU,00U 

lkJ:ckira  and  Porto  Santo 

50 

91,200 

Azores 

147 

56  UjO 

Cape  de  Verds 

53 

35,000 

Covernment  of  Angola 

70 

7o.UU0 

Mosambinue 

139 

60,000 

€5oa 

32 

6j,y00 

Timor  and  Solar 

33 

15.060 

Macoa 

14 

33,800 

Ditto  oflS14,(S25&3,000,000  loan)  13,011,437  63 
Ditto  of  1815  9,4yo,o'99  \0 

I  reasury  note  six  per  cent,  stock         1,465.285  47 
Ditto  seveai  per  c^-nt.  b,6o6,.j55  2t 

Five  per  cent,  stock,   (subscription 

to  l)ank  Unitt^d  .States)  7,000,000  00 

Six  per  c.  stock  of  tht  loan  of  1820  2.000,000  OO 
Five  percent,  of  ditto  999,999   13 

Ditto  of  1821  4,735/296  3J 

?^9j,4Jo,60J   7.i 
The  above  amount  of  debt  is  reimbursable  as 
follows: 
In  1822  deferred  six  per  cent,  stock     §566,586  7S 

1823  ditto  6U2.836  AT 

1824  ditto  356  400  90 


282  168     6.4H5.06O 
Of  the  population,  about  2,000  0  0  are  slaves— 
ohiefly  lo:  ated  in   Brazil  and  GuK<na. 

The  crown    revenues   are  aboiU  20,000,000  dol- 
lars pe)  (11111.     The  armed  force  in  Europe  is  25,000 
meu,  in  Brazil,  tro'ps  of  the  line  and  nulitia,    50, 
©OU.      The  marine  is  about  eight  ships  of  the  line 
and  sixteen  frigates,  with  some  smaller  vessels. 


Rkmabkable  LiBEtiALTTy!  At  a  meeting  of  gen- 
tle.Tiei.  at  Dumfries,  Scotland,  to  celebrate  the  an- 
niversary of  tlte  birth  day  of  Robert  Burns,  the 
following  toast  was  given  by  VIr.  Harkness:  "The 
lieahh  of  Washington  Irving,  the  author  of  the 
Sketch  Hook — A  transatlantic  writer,  to  whom 
■we  are  aideliled  for  one  of  the  richest  and  most 
varied  intellectual  repasts  which  perhaps  has  ever 
been  st-rved  unto  the  votaries  of  literature;  and 
wlio  has  emb  tim  d  his  memory  in  a  work,  v/hich 
will  fl  at  his  wim  •  to  after  ages  in  a  noble  stream 
of  melodious  prose." 


Ketretichment  of  Expenses. 

Report  of  'he  sr-teci  comiriiitee  appointed  on  the  I8ih  of 
Ffhininiy  hist,  to  inquire  -whether  anii  part  of  the 
public  expemlilure  can  be  letrenched  luiihuiU  detri- 
ment !o  the  public  lervice.  &c.  &c. 

In  the  house  of  re|irrspntative!i,  April  15,  1822,  read  and  ordered 
tu  lie  on  tbt  tal)le. 

The  select  committee,  appointed  I  o  inquire  wheth  er 
any   part  of  the  public  expenditure  can  be  re- 
treni  hed,  without  detriment  to  the  i)ublic  ser- 
vice, and  whether  there  be  any   offices  or  ap 
pointments  in   the  government   of  the    United 
States,  wliich  have  become  useless  and  unneces- 
sary,  and  can  be  dispensed  with,  report  in  part: 
The   first  subject  which  presented  itself  to  the 
committee,  in  tlie  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed 
on    them  by  the  resolution  of  tlie  house,   was  to 
ascertain,  witli  as  much  certainty  as  practicable, 
the  sums  properly  chargeable  upon  the  revenue 
by   the  existing  laws. 

The  next  in  order,  the  means  of  the  government 
to   meet  those  demands. 

The  public  debt,  independent  of  the  floating 
unliquuiaitd  demands,  is  g93,423,605  T:!;  the  in- 
terest upaii  that  sum,  annually,  is  ^5,15(5,248  24. 


1825  exchanged  six  per 

cent,  stock  2,668,974  99 

six  p.  ct.  ot  1812  6,187,006  84 
treasury  note  six 

6  p.  ct.  stock    1,465,285  47 
ditto  7  per  cent.  8,006,355  27 


1,525, b28  hQ- 


18,927,629  ^ 


1826  six  p.  ct.  stock 
of  1313,  (loan  of 
S16,000,000)     15,521,136  45 
Six  p.  ct.  stock 
ofl8l3,  (loanof 
■     ^7,500,000)         6,836,232  39 


1827  six  percent,  stock  of  1814 

1828  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1815 
1832  five  per  cent,  stock  of  1820 
1835  Hve  per  cent,  stock  of  1821 

Stock  reimbursable  at  the  plea, 
sure  of  the  governnient: 
Ttiree  per  cent,  stock 
F  v.-   pe:    '  ent    st   ck  subscription  to 

bank  of  the  United  .Stales 
Sis  per  cen*.  stock  of   1820 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1796 


22,557.568  8% 
13,011,437  63 

9,490,099  10 
999,999  13 

4,735,296  50 


13,295,956  04, 

7,m0,000  00 

2,0<JO,000  00 

8o,000  00 


;S9:.i,423,6'j5  73 
Tn  .oddition  to  tlie  public  debt,  as  it  now  stands, 
there  will  have  to  be  added,  it  is  presumed, 
g5,000,000  of  at  least  five  per  cent,  slock,  to  (lis- 
charge  the  claims  against  Spain,  agreeably  to  the 
stipulations  with  that  governintiit,  ami  which  is  the 
consideration  for  the  purchase  of  Florida;  whicU 
will  make  the  public  debt  §98,423,605  73;  the  in- 
terest  upon  which  will  be  J^5,410,248  24  annually, 
the  estimates,  as  furnished  by  the  secretary  of 
the  t"easiiry,for  the  year  1822,  stand  ilui.s: 
(yivil,  diplomatic  and  miscellaneous  gl,664,297  00 
Military  service,  &c.  5,108  097  52 

Naval  service.  Sic.  2,452,410  27 

To  the  naval  service,  add  300,000  00 

(part  of  the  S500.000  fnrtl-e  gra- 
dual  iiicrease  of  the  na\y,  not  in- 
cluded in  the  estitr.ate);  and,  also. 
The  interest  on  the  nalionai  <Kbt,  as 
above  estimated, (v. hich  will  be  tiie 
amount  after  the  yeac  1822)  5,410,248  S4 

Making  the  s»un  of        §14,935,0^3  03 
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Tliis  estimate  is  made  without  allowing  one  cent 
to  the  sinking  fund  for  the  gradual  discharge  of 
the  public  debt. 

The  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  expen- 
ditures, they  believe,  are  estimated  loo  low,  be- 
cause the  foreign  intercourse  about  to  be  opened 
between  the  United  States  and  Portugal,  and  also 
witli  the  independent  nations  of  Nortii  and  Souih 
America,  will  add  to  the  sum  at  least  S120,0u0. 
Although  it  may  be  objected,  that,  in  the  estimates 
for  tlie  military  service,  &.c.  a  sum  is  included  for 
arrearages  prior  to  the  first  of  January,  1817,  yet 
it  is  believed  by  the  committee,  that  the  deficien 
cies  not  inchided  in  the  estimate  in  that  depart- 
ment, for  the  year  1821,  which  amount  to  521,886 
57  cents,  are  equal  to  the  arrearages  prior  to  the 
lirst  of  Januarj',  1817.  It  may  alsu  be  ohjected, 
that  part  of  the  estimates  for  the  war  d^partment, 
such  as  fortifications,  are  only  temporary.  To  that 
it  may  be  answered,  that,  wiien  ihe  fortifications 
are  finished,  the  expenses  will  be  ratlier  increased 
than  diminished  by  the  additional  number  of  men 
necessary  to  man  them.  It  may  be  further  object- 
ed, that,  in  the  estimates  for  the  naval  service,  the 
sum  of  §500,000  is  included,  which  expenditure  is 
also  tempwrary,  as  the  appropriation  for  that  ob- 
ject is  to  last  but  five  years.  The  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  additional  number  of  men  and 
officers,  which  the  navy  will  then  require,  in  addi- 
tion  to  the  sums  required  from  time  to  time  to  refit 
and  keep  in  repair  the  vessels,  will  make  a  greater 
demand  from  tliat  department  upon-the  treasury 
than  is  estimated. 

They  would  further  remark,  that  congress,  each 
session,  upon  axi  average,  appropriates  for  tempo- 
rary purposes,  and  which  cannot  be  taken  into  any 
estimate,  a  sum  equal  to  g300,000. 

They,  therefore,  Iiave  no  hesitation  in  giving  it 
as  the  result  of  their  most  deliberate  opinion,  that, 
according  to  the  now  existing  laws,  the  estimate 
which  they  have  made,  of  §14,935,053  03,  as  a 
permanent  charge  upon  the  revenue  is  not  too 
Jiigh. 

The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  the  consi 
deration  of  the  means  of  the  government  to  meet 
the  current  demands  against  it.     The  estimates 
given  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Customs  gl4,000,000 

Public  lands  1,600,000 

Bank  dividends  350,000 

Arrears  of  direct  tax  and  internal  duties  75,000 
Moneys  recovered  out  of  advances  made 

in  the  war  department  before  the  1st  of 

.Tuly,  1815  60,000 

Incidental  receipts  25,000 

ISIaking       §16.110,000 

^The  committee  are  apprehensive  that  the  cus- 
loms  will  not  be  as  productive  as  by  some  have 
been  supposed,  and  by  others  confidently  predict- 
ed. For  the  year  1821,  the  receipts  from  the  same 
source  amounted  to  §12,968,915  15. 

Why,  then,  this  increase  in  the  estimates?  It  is 
a  fact,  well  ascertained,  that  the  exports  of  do- 
mestic articles  for  the  year  1820,  amounted  to 
§51,684,000,  and  that  the  exports  of  the  same  arti- 
cles for  the  year  1821,  amount  to  but  §43,671,894. 
Altl^ough  the  amount  of  imports  may  have  an  ap- 
parent increase,  yet  it  may  be  considered  as  an 
tixiom  in  political  economy,  that  the  imports  never 
can  be  considered  as  increasing,  wheiij  at  the  same 


!  time,  there  is  a  fldhng  ofi'of  the  exports;  and  if  in 
any  one  year  the  inipcr>.s  shall  appear  to  increase, 
when  the  exports,  instead  of  a  correspondent  in- 
crease, are  actually  diminislied,  we  ouglit  to  attri- 
bute it  eitlier  to  an  excresence  upon  the  regular 
operations  of  trade,  or  that  the  imports  were  in- 
tended for  exportation  again.  That  the  excess  in 
the  importations  for  the  year  1821  was  owing  to  an 
intention  of  re-exporting  part  of  tlie  same  goods, 
is  now  manifested  by  the  fact  that  the  debentures 
will  greatly  exceed  the  estimate  of  the  treasury 
department.  Tliey  can,  therefore,  see  no  reason 
wliy  the  estimate  for  1822  ought  to  exceed  the 
amount  received  from  the  same  source  in  1821;  but 
suppose  that  the  customs  sliall  yield,  for  a  series  of 
years,  §14,000,000— and  beyond  that  sum  it  would 
be  entirely  unsafe  to  estimate  them;  because,  al- 
though the  nation  is  increasing  in  population  and 
wealth,  }'et,  with  feelings  of  pride,  it  ought  to  be 
recollected  that  she  is  rapidly  increasing  in  her  do* 
mestic  manui'actiires,  and,  as  far  as  they  are  con- 
sumed, so  far  will  the  foreign  fabrics  be  thrown  out 
of  market,  and  part  of  the  exports  be  turned  inte 
the  channels  of  domestic  trade  by  way  of  barter. 
The  liuty  arising  from  sugar  imported,  will  be 
greatly  diminished,  if  not,  in  a  fe<V  years,  entirely 
cut  ofi',  by  the  use  of  the  sugar  of  Loifisiana  and 
Florida.  The  estimate  for  the  year  1822,  of  1,600,000 
dollars  from  the  public  lands,  they  Hatter  them- 
selves will  be  realized,  owing  to  the  discount  of 
thirty-seven  and  one  half  per  cent,  which  is  offered 
to  tlie  debtors  for  public  lands  who  shall  pay  by 
September  next.  All  who  do  not  avail  themselves 
of  the  discount  offered  for  prompt  payment,  will 
accept  the  credit  given  by  the  act  of  1821.  From 
this  circumstance  it  is  believed,  that,  as  a  perma- 
nent source  of  revenue,  after  the  year  1822,  one 
million  per  annum  would  be  a  high  estimate.  The 
resource  of  public  lands  cannot  be  considered  as 
entirely  a  permanent  one,  and  they  very  much 
deprecate  the  policy  of  throwing  so  much  land 
into  market,  and  hope,  for  the  future,  it  will  not  be 
pursued  beyond  the  limits  of  the  present  states 
and  territories.  The  policy  is  ruinous  to  the  west- 
ern country,  by  draining  it  of  all  the  precious  me- 
tals, and  consequently  embarrassing  its  circulating 
medium.  The  origin  of  all  the  pecuniary  difficul- 
ties of  the  west  may  be  traced  to  this  cause.  The 
impolicy  of  the  measure  is  again  made  manifest, 
hy  dispersing  the  population  over  too  great  an  ex- 
tent of  territory,  by  which  means  there  is  great 
danger  that  the  government,  at  a  day  not  distant, 
if  the  policy  be  not  checked,  will  fall  to  pieces  by 
its  own  unwieldiness,  and  consequent  imbecility. 
The  administration  of  such  a  government  can  ne- 
ver be  felt  to  the  extremities  of  the  empire.  This 
system  of  measures  keeps  up  an  irritated  state  of 
feelings  between  the  Indian  tribes  and  the  people 
of  the  United  Stales;  besides,  humanity  forbids  the 
driving  those  unfortunate  people  to  the  ends  of  the 
habitable  earth;  at  the  same  time,  self-respect 
ought  to  restrain  the  United  States  from  amusing 
and  gulling  them  and  the  world,  about,  in  point  of 
practice,  the  unmeaning  word  of  civilization 

In  the  estimate  of  the  bank  dividend  of  350,000 
dollars,  on  what  data  the  secretary  went  in  making 
that  estimate  they  know  not,  as  the  bank  has  never 
yet  averaged  four  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  items 
in  the  estimate  of  seventy-five,  sixty,  and  twenty 
five  thousand  dollars,  are  not  of  a  permanent  cha- 
racter. 

Suppose,  then,  the  estimate  of  a  permanent  na>- 
ture  should  stand  thus: 
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Customs 
Public  lands 
Bank  dividends 


g  14,000,000  00 

1,000,000  00 

350,000  00 


The  estimates  of  the  committee, 
as  a  permanent  charge  upon 
the  revenue 


15,jo0,000  00 


14,935.053  03 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  revenue      §414,946  97 

Which  balance  is  scarcely  sufRcient  to  relieve 
the  treasury  from  its  immediate  embarrassments, 
and  meet  the  unforeseen  contmgent  expen^jes  of 
government.  To  talk  of  the  present  resources  of 
government,  encumbered  with  the  demands  as 
now  authorized  by  law;  and,  also,  the  present  em- 
barrassments of  the  treasury,  wbicli  will  be  more 
particularly  noticed  hereafter,  as  being  sufttcient 
to  operate  at  all  upon,  much  less  redeem,  within  a 
reasonable  time,  the  public  debt,  is  the  veriest  de- 
Jusion  that  any  enlightened  people  ever  fell  into, 
and  nothing  could  keep  it  up  but  a  reluctance  at 
parting  with  anj'  of  the  expenditures  of  govern- 
ment. The  conclusion  of  the  conunittee,  of  the 
inadequacy  of  the  present  revenue,  encumbered 
with  the  existing  cffemands,  is  confirmed  by  the  me- 
lancholy fact,  that,  in  1820,  the  public  debt  was 
<5S9,112,916  53;  in  1821,  §91,294,410  51;  in  1822, 
g93, 423,605  73. 

Tile  comnittec  regret  to  find  the  treasury  not  in 
as  flourishing  a  situation  as  the  president  supposed, 
in  his  message  to  bolli  houses  of  congress  at  the 
opening  of  the  session.  It  is  true  thai,  on  the  first 
of  January,  1822,  there  was  a  supposed  balance  in 
the  treasury  of  ^IJ77M8  58 

Which  is  part  of  the  loan  of  1821, 

and  no  part  of  the  permanent  re- 

venue  of  government. 
That  sum,  nevertheless,  is 

to  be  subjected  to  the 

following  deductions      226,135  83. 
Tlie  estimate  of  tiie  quar. 

ter  ending  the  31st  of 

Dec.    1821,    being    es- 
timated too  high  by  that 

amount. 
Deficiencies  in  the  Indian 

and  pension  department 

for  the  year  1821  521,886  57 

Unavailable  fu,nds  in  the 

treasury  842,159  60 

1,590,182  00 


Leaving  only  g  187,466  58 

This  sum  of  §187,466  58,  is  all  that 
is,  in  reality,  left  to  discharge  the 
balance  of  appropriations  for  the 
year  1821,  v/hich  must  be  required, 
and  which  amounts  to  2,268,61128 


Leaving  a  balance  of  §2,081,144  70 
which  must  remain  a  charge  upon  the  revenue  of 
1822. 

From  the  previous  part  of  this  report,  these 
three  conclusions  are  clearly  deducible: 

First    That  the  present  resourct-s  of  the  govern- 
xneiit  are  scarcely  equal  to  the  authorized  and  cur- 
rent demands  upon  the  treasury,  without  operat 
ing  upon  any  part  of  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt. 

Secondly.  That  the  treasury,  after  deducting  the 
deficiencies  for  the  last  year,  the  over  estimate  for 
the  quarter  of  the  year  ending  31st  of  December, 
1821,  the  amount  of  unavailable  funds,  and  the  ba- 


lance of  appropriations,  as  above  stated,  which 
Will  be  required,  is  in  arre.ir  ^2.081,144  70  for  the 
year  1821,  wnich  sum  must  be  charged  upon  the 
revenues  of  1822. 

Thirdly.  That  the  public  debt  now  amounts  to 
§93,423,605  73,  and  will  shortly  amount  to  §98, 
423,605  73. 

The  question  comes  fairly  before  the  nation, 
wiiat  disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  public  debt? 
SiiaJl  we  go  on  and  make  the  experiment,  and 
solve  the  question  long  agitated  among  politicians 
— is  a  natioTial  debt  a  curse,  or  a  blessmg?  The 
committee,  however  solicitous  some  may  be  to  try 
the  experiment,  and  leave  to  the  silent  operations 
of  time  the  solution  of  the  proposition,  are  unani- 
mously  of  opinion  that  every  effort,  within  the 
power  of  the  government,  and  which  would  not 
be  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the 
people,  should  be  made  to  redeem  the  public  debt 
as  soon  as  possible. 

A  national  debt  creates,  in  the  persons  of  the 
stockholders,  a  proud,  haughty  aristocracy ,  in  their 
manners  extremely  oHensivf',  and  ever  destitute 
of  that  kind  of  patriotism  and  love  of  couii'ry  that 
v/ould  sacrifioe  their  pecuniary  interest  for  that  of 
the  nation.  It  creates  a  body  of  men  whose  inte- 
rest is  separate  and  distinct,  and  at  Wi.r  with  that 
of  the  great  nass  of  the  people,  and  who  nave  an 
undue  influence  upon  the  administration  of  govern- 
ment. The  stock  contiibutes  notiiing  to  tiie  sup- 
port  of  government,  when  every  otiier  kind  of 
property  does.  T  he  balance  of  the  nation,  as  we 
see  by  an  example  in  Great  Britain,  become  the 
slaves,  the  hewers  of  wood,  and  drawers  of  water, 
for  the  stockholders.  Already  have  the  people  of 
the  United  States  paid  to  the  stockholders,  on  tue 
score  of  interest,  §119,489,394  84.    . 

Money  has  been  emphati'jally  denominated  the 
sinews  of  war.  A  payment  of  the  public  debt  in 
times  of  peace,  is  a  much  better  and  more  pleasing 
preparaJ;ion  for  war  tUan  armies,  ibrtifications  and 
navies.  It  puts  public  credit  upon  a  better  foot- 
ing, and,  in  another  vi'ar,  loans  can  be  more  advan- 
tageously obtained.  lu  every  war,  the  nation  may 
be  eng;igi-din — and  an  exemption  from  that  scourge 
of  mankind  is  not  to  be  expected —a  resort  must 
be  had  to  loans.  The  consequence  will  be  that, 
if  the  pui)lic  debt  is  not  j>aid  oH"  in  times  of  p'.ace, 
and  additions  made  to  it  in  times  of  war,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  will  become  an  iirsupportabla 
burthen. 

In  1816,  a  sinking  fund  was  created  often  mil- 
lions. It  is  believed  by  the  committee,  that,  un- 
less commerce  is  much  more  prosperous  than 
can  be  anticipated,  that  with  the  most  rigid  eco- 
nomy practicable,  consistent  with  keeping  up  the 
necessar>'  establishments  of  government,  and  with- 
out resorting  to  the  aid  of  internal  duties  and 
taxes,  the  govf-rnrntnt  cannot  set  apart  ten  mil- 
lions of  her  revenue  on  account  of  the  pub- 
lie  debt,  and  that,  instead  of  ten,  eight  milhons 
will  be  the  extent;  but  whatever  the  amou.it  of 
tiie  sinking  fund  may  be,  the  same  shouhl  not  be 
nominal,  but  real,  and  held  inviolate,  and  never 
touched  for  any  other  purpose,  '"he  peojile  would 
thereby  have  certain  assurances,  that  the  national 
debt  would  be  discharged  within  a  given  time. 
Che  full  operation  of  a  sinking  fund  of  eight  mil- 
lions, would  redeem  the  public  deljt  in  1842,  bj' 
extinguishing  first  the  six  per  cent,  stock  until  tlie 
seven  shall  become  reimbursable,  and  then  ope- 
;  ite  upon  the  stock  bearing  tUe  highest  interest 
first,  computing  the  three  (ler  cent,  stock  at  two 
thirds  the  nominal  amount.    In  this  estimate  the 
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stock  vviiich  w'll  be  created  on  account  of  the 
purchase  of  Florida  is  included,  and  the  stock  due 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  escliuk'd,  because 
lilt  stock  which  the  government  h;is  in  bank,  \«"dl 
always  be  equal  to  the  hke  amount  of  Hve  [jer  cent, 
stock  due  tne  bank. 

Fron  the  facts  exhibited  in  this  report,  and  the 
conclusions  deduced  therefrom  by  the  committee, 
lliese  questions  necessarily  occur. 

I-'irsi,  lias  the  governmrnt  the  means  of  creating 
and  keeping'  up  a  sinking  f;ind  of  eight  millions,  and 
if  she  has,  what  are  those  means? 

Some  politicians  have  supposed  that  at  the  end 
of  each  fiscal  year,  tht-re  will  be  an  unexpemled 
balance  of  appropriations  which  will  be  required 
in  the  year  succeeding,  and  that  the  same  will  ave 
page  from  year  to  year  one  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars;  that  the  government  can  consider  that  sum 
as  a  bank  would  her  deposites,  and  carry  the  same 
to  the  credit  of  govern  nent  for  the  succeeding 
J  ear.  Tlie  amount  of  unexpended  balances,  which 
will  be  requiretl  to  meet  the  object  of  appropria- 
tions, depends  so  much  upon  unforeseen  events, 
and  contingi.-ncies,  (some  years  the  appropriations 
are  defi::ient,  other  years  when  the  government 
has  a  full  treasury,  and  appropriates  liberall}',  the 
balance  may  be  considerable),  as,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  CO  nmittee,  to  render  that  sum  too  unsafe 
and  precarious  to  be  calculated  upon. 

The  means  within  the  control  of  government 
.ire  not  temporary  loans,  as  a  late  short-sighted 
policy  seem  to  indicate,  but  they  are,  first,  a  new 
modification  of  the  tariff  of  duties;  secondly,  re- 
trenchment in  the  expenditure  of  government; 
thirdly,  internal,  direct  and  indirect  taxation. 

In  relation  to  the   first   question   proposed,  the 
committee  decline  going  into  the  question  with 
any  otaer  view  than  that  of  revenue;  they  do  be- 
lieve, that  an  additional  duty  upon  wo. den    manu. 
factures,  and  that  a  diminution  of  tiie  duties  alrea- 
dy imposed  upon  articles,  particularly  cotton,  im- 
ported from  coun; ries  beyond   the    Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  vvou.ld  increase  the  customs;  besides,  should 
the   whole   tariff  be    revised  with   no  other   view 
than  that  of  revenue,  they  have  no  doubt  but  that 
the  same   could  be  made    much  more  productive. 
As  it  respects   t!ie  second   proposition,  to  wit:  a 
retrenchment  of  the  expen  litures  of  government, 
the    committee    disclaim   all  intention   of  cutting 
down  and  destroying  any  one  useful  or  necessary 
establishment  of  government;  but  at  the  same  time 
that  they  make  this  declaration,  they  have  no  he- 
sitation in  saying,  that,  from  the  best  investigation 
they  can  give  the  subject,  that  such  retrenchments 
ean  be  made  in   the  public   expenditures,  as  will 
save  to  the  treasury,  annually,  near  two  millions  of 
dollars,  and  not  impair  or  weaken  any  of  the  per 
manent  establisiiments  of  the  government;  but,  on 
the   contrary,  give  it   renewed   health   and    vigor, 
like  cutting  away  the   dead   timber  from  a  forest 
of  young  trees      If  there  be  any  one   feature  in 
the  administration   of  Jie   diflPei-ent  governments 
of  the  earth,  more  uniform,  more  alike,  and  more 
inveterate  than  any  other,  it  is  the  continued  dis- 
position to  increase  the  expenses  of  government, 
and  an  unwillingness  to  retrench;  the  cause  is  very 
obvious:  those    in    power  are  dis-inclined  to  part 
with  any  of  the  emoluments  of  office.    Even  should 
not  much  be  saved   by  efforts  towards  retrench 
ment,  yet  a  check  to  the  present  disposition  of  go- 
vernment to  increase  the  expenditures  thereof,  is 
gaining  a  great  poin'.     Fabius,  the  Roman   dicta 
tor,  and  Wasbiington,  both  thought,  and  so  did  their 


countries,  that  to  prevent  th"  enemy  from  gaining 
a  victory,  was  to  obtain  one  themselves. 

'I  he  committee  in  this  report,  decline  going  int« 
the  several  subjects  of  the  retrenchment,  which 
tiiey  inteiul  to  propose;  because  each  distinct  sub- 
ject will  form  the  basis  of  a  separate  report  and 
bill. 

The  third  subject  proposed  in  this  inquiry,  as 
forming  a  part  of  the  ways  and  means  of  govern- 
ment, is  a  resort  to  a  system  of  intenud,  dir<  ct, 
and  indirt-ct  taxation;  this  mode  of  raising  and 
collecting  a  revenue  is  at  all  times  to  br  avoided 
by  government,  unless  the  most  imperious  nc  es- 
sity  requires  it,  such  as  war,  wnen  the  other  re- 
sources of  government  are  to  a  great  extent  cut 
off  In  the  i:npo3ition  of  internal  direct  taxes,  only 
such  objects  can  be  selected  as  are  visible,  and, 
to  a  certyin  extent  tangible,  it  consequently  tills 
principally  upon  the  agricultural  part  of  tlit  coun- 
try, and  the  gteat  moneyed  capitalists  escape  its 
operation.  Owing  to  that  clause  in  the  consti- 
tution which  compels  congress  to  apportion  diiect 
taxes  according  to  the  represeiuatioii;  k  tV.lls  una* 
quallyupon  the  different  states,  some  paying  three 
times  as  much  upon  the  hundred  dollars  as  ottier-Sj 
again,  the  collection  of  that  kind  of  revenue  ia 
odious  and  oppressive,  because,  there  is  no  choice 
left  to  the  people,  whether  they  hare  the  mfan« 
of  payment  or  not,  as  there  is  in  the  duty  collected 
from  the  consumption  of  goods,  and  nothing  is  s« 
consoling  to  the  feelings  of  a  man,  as  to  nave  or 
seem  to  hav<^  the  right  to  elect  whether  he  will 
pay  the  tax  or  not. 

The  very  collection  of  that  kind  of  revenue  is 
vexations  in  its  operation,  by  introducing  into  the- 
domestic  circle  of  a  man,  the  rude  and  not  unfre- 
quently  fraudulent  tax-gatherer;  moreover,  inter- 
nal taxation  is  the  only  source  of  revenue  left  to 
the  slates  to  support  their  respective  governments; 
and  common  justice  towards  them  forbids  a  resort 
to  this  kind  of  revenue,  until  every  other  means 
shall  fail;  besides,  two  sets  of  tax  gatherers  at  the 
same  time  collecting  from  the  people,  renders  it 
difficult  for  them  to  know  how  much  they  owe  to 
each  government,  and  greatly  increases  the  facili- 
ties which  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  too  fre- 
quently avail  themselves  of,  to  practice  frauds  and 
impositions  in  their  collections.  Another  reason, 
which  has  great  weight  with  the  committee,  is^ 
that  it  costs  the  solvent  man  more  to  get  his  con- 
tribution in  that  way  into  the  public  treasury,  t  an 
any  other  mode  of  collecting  a  revenue  ever  re- 
sorted to  by  t!ie  United  States.  From  an  inqiiir/ 
at  the  treasury  department,  it  is  ascertained  that 
the  gross  amount  of  the  direct  tax,  since  the  forma- 
tion of  the  government,  is  5^14,029,997  6U;  the 
payments  into  treasury  from  the  same  source,  is 
8l'2,626,813  50;  from  which  deduct  §672,516  27 
for  thi  expenses  of  collection,  which  leaves  a  ba- 
lance of  11,954,297  23;  this  result  shews  that  from 
former  experiments,  it  has  cost  the  man  who  did 
pay,  gl4  78  for  each  §100,  that  reached  the  Irea. 
sury.  the  gross  amount  of  internal  duties  for  the 
same  period,  is  §25,015,720  43;  the  amount  re- 
ceived from  the  same  sources,  is  §21  957,061  14j 
the  expenses  of  collection  2,105,317  78,  which,  de« 
ducted  from  the  amount  receivt-d,  leaves  §19,851,- 
743  16;  tile  per  cent,  is  §20  64.  The  aoove  caU 
culations  include  insolvencies  of  individual.'^,  de- 
falcations of  officers,  and  all  the  expenses  of  col- 
lection. 

It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  outstanding  debts 
and  dues  may  yet  be  collected,  but  it  is  IteHeved 
the  amount  will  be  1;rifling. 
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The  gross  amount  of  customs  for  the  same  period, 
is  ^494,933,179  11;  the  expenses  of  collection  are 
gl4,356,8io  97;  making  §2  90  upon  each  hundred 
tioili-rs.  In  1819,  an  estimate  was  made  of  the 
an.ount  of  revenue  bonds  tiue,  and  the  whole 
amount  was  equal  to  forty-five  cents  upon  the  hun- 
dred dollars  ot  the  g-ioss  amount  of  the  customs, 
the  greater  part  of  winch  bonds  are  considered  re- 
coverable; Since  lbl9,  the  revenue  bonds  due  and 
unpaid,  have  not  increased  in  a  greater  proportion. 

The  foregoing  consider:itions  induce  the  commit- 
tee  to  believe,  that  it  would  be  unwise  and  impoli- 
tic lo  rtsoi  t  to  the  v.a)  s  and  means  of  internal  du- 
ties and  i»xes  for  the  siipport  of  government,  and 
redemption  of  the  public  debt,  at  this  time,  when 
every  object  of  government  can  be  answered  with- 
out  it. 

11. e  committee  cannot,  in  justice  to  themselves, 
conclude  this  report  without  bringing  to  the  view 
of  the  house  the  for;^  er  t.perations  of  this  govt  rn 
mem,  under  the  administration  of  presidents  Jttter 
6oii\ii,>]  Viadison.  In  1801,  at  t!;e  commencemmt  of 
Mr.  .JcHirson's  administration,  the  public  debt  was 
gS.i.O  38,050  80;  the  who  e  amount  of  revenue  for 
that  year  was  §12, 846.530  95,  and  from  that  period 
up  to  the  year  1SI2.  inclusve,  ^48.254,675  01,  of 
the  principal  of  the  purilic  debt  was  redeem.ed  with- 
out resorting  to  internal,  direct,  or  indirect  taxa- 
tion, and  with  a  commerce  embarrased  and  tram- 
melled by  embargoes,  resu-ictions,  and  non-inter- 
course, P'rench,  Berlin,  and  Milan  decrees,  and  Bri- 
tish orders  in  council;  and  at  the  same  time  deriv- 


the  house,  which  was  committed  to  the  whol^ 
house. 

t  he  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred  a  re- 
lolution  of  this  house  directing  an  enquiry  to  be> 
made  v.  hetlier  any  part  ot  tne  public  expenditures 
can  be  retrencheiJ  without  detriment  to  the  public 
service,  and  whether  tiiere  be  any  officen*  in  the 
government  of  the  United  States  which  have  be- 
come useless  and  unnecessary,  and  can  be  dispens- 
ed with,  rs.  port  in  part, 

That  from  the  best  estimate  they  could  make, 
as  to  tiie  average  expenses  of  botli  houses  of  con- 
gress, takmg  one  session  with  another,  and  allow- 
ing each  session  to  be  as  long  as  the  »e>sions  of  the 
loth  congress,  the  same  will  stand  thus  or  nearly  so; 


Pay  and  mileage  of  tne  members 
Salaries  of  clerks  Sic. 
Salaries  of  door-keepers,  sergeant 
of  arms  S:c. 


^33b,97o  90 
17,100,  00 

9,000  00 


363,075  90 
The  committee  propose  to  reduce  the  paj  «nd 
mileage  of  tne  menibers  to  six  dollars  per  day,  and 
six  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  tra\el;  also,  the 
pay  of  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives 
and  secretary  of  tiie  senate  to  g2000  each;  the 
principal  deputy  of  eacii  house  to  §1500,  and  the 
otiier  deputies  to  §1,200;  the  door- keeper  and 
tiitir  assistants,  and  the  sergeant  at  arms  of  eacli 
house  to  six  dollars  a  day  during  the  session  of 
congress;  and  to  each  door-keeper  for  taking  care 
of  tfat  pa;t  of  the  capitol,  not  set  apart  for  the  use 
.  ,  of  cor.gtess,  ^200  in  addition.     If  these  reductions 

ing  little  or  no  a.d  trom  the  sale  ot  public  lands,  j  proposed  shall  be  made,  it  will  lessen  the  expendi- 
and  a  very  inconsiderable  sum  trom  loans,  except,  ^^^^  j-^^  ^^^  legislative  department,  about  890,009 
the  loan  of  1812,  v/hich  v.^as  obtained  to  er.able  the  '^  " 

government  to  prepare  ibr  war.     It  has  been  said 
by  ^ome,  that  the  government  can,  without  any  ma- 


terial allerat.on  in  her  present  ways  and  means 
me<-t  her  current  expenses,  as  now  authorized  by 
law,  and  within  a  period,  not  very  remote,  pay  oft 
the  national  debt;  to  support  this  position  a  refer- 
ence IS  made  to  the  amount  paid  since  the  war;  the 
public  debt  in  18l6,  was  §123.052,782  62,  which  is 
the  highest  point  to  which  it  ever  arrived;  at  the 
same  time  there  might  be  a  floating  debt,  such  as 
arrearages  due  the  army,  &.c.  The  reason  of  this 
operation  u])on  the  national  debt  is  obvious;  the  go 
vernn>eiit  liad  at  tliat  time  extraordinary  means; 
the  proceeds  of  the  war  taxes  and  duties;  also,  an 


annually,  and  after  the  17th  congress,  the  reduc- 
tions will  be  equal  to  neai  glOO,000.  I'he  commit- 
tee, in  proposing  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  le- 
gislative department,  are  influenced  by  several  con- 
siderations. They  ai-e  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
nothing  can  save  the  nation  from  a  system  of  in- 
ternal taxation,  but  retrenchment  in  the  public  ex- 
penditures, and  a  rtturn  of  good  old  principles,  which 
for  some  years  past  have  been  lost  sight  of.  The 
pay  of  congress  from  the  formation  of  government 
until  a  few  years  ago,  was  what  is  now  proposed 
by  the  committee,  and  money  is  now  worth  as 
much  as  it  has  been  at  any  period  within  the  last 
twenty  or  thirty  years.  It  may  be  objected  that  a 
reduction  of  the  paj  of  the  members  will  drive  all 


unexpended  balance  of  the  loans  of  1815  and  1816;  |  ^^^^^  ^.j^^  ^^.^  ^^^  wealthy  out  of  congress;  to  that 
th'    excessive  importai.ons  immedi -tely  alter  the  |  j^  ^^^  ^^  answered  that  the  former  experience  of 

the  governmcn  ,  in  operation  before  tne  coinpen- 
salion  was  raised,  prove  the  contrary;  for  the  best 
talents  in  America,  since  the  formacion  of  this  go- 
vernment, have  been  procured,  and  ambitious  of  a 
seat  in  congress:  besides  money  cannot  be  the  ob- 
ject of  any  man  in  acct-piing  a  seat  in  congress,  an 
indemnity  is  .di  he  can  or  ought  to  expect.  It  has 
been  alleged  by  some  that  the  pay  of  the  members 
should  be  so  high  as  to  make  them  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  the  influence  of  executive  patronage; 
if  there  be  any  thing  in  that  argument,  this  answer 
may  be  given,  that  the  committee  are  fearful  that 
e  gilt  dollars  a  day  would  not  answer  the  aesired 
purpose:  without  i^oing  further  into  the  discussion 
of  this  question,  the  committee  are  unanimonsly  of 
opinion  in  the  great  and  good  work  of  retrenchment, 
HOTJSK  OF  HEPHESE5TATIVES— APHiL  20.  cougrcss  ought  to  be  the  first  to  Set  an  example  t© 

Mr. /Tardin, from  the  committee  on  retrenchment,  the  balance  of  the  nation,  and  begin  with  them- 
made  the  fallowing  report,  accompa  .ied  by  a  bill,  selves;  they  therefore  to  efl'ectuate  the  objects 
reducing  the  compensation  of  senators,  representa-  pointed  out  in  this  report,  submit  to  this  house  the 
tives,  and  delegates,  of  territories,  to  dol-    following  bill.     [Here  follows  the  bill] 

lars  per  day;  also  of  the  olerks,  messengers^  ?cc.  of  l      The  above  was  read  an  ordered  to  be  printed. 


war.  made  the  receipts  of  the  treasury,  from  customs 
alone,  in  1816,  <536,000,000,  when  they  had  only 
been  estimated  at  S-5,000,000. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  submit  to  the  house 
the  follovvi r.g  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  policy  of  resorting  to  loans,  for  the  support 
of  Kovmiint-iit  in  timts  ol'  peace,  is  unwise  and  inexpedient. 

Resolved,  That  this  frovi-niment  owes  it  to  the  people  to  take 
effitieiit  measures  tor  the  redemption  of  tliu  public  debt. 

Resolved,  That  the  resources  of  this  nation  are  such  as  to  ren- 
der unnecessary  a  resort  to  a  system  of  internal,  direct  and  indi- 
rect taxation. 

Resolved,  That  this  Kovern;Dfent  ought  to  adopt  such  a  system 
of  retrenchment  as  will  dispense  with  useless  expenditures,  and 
bring  the  pay  aMd  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Bovemment  to  what, 
they  Wire  ilm-ing  the  adiuiiiistraiion  of  former  presidents. 

Resolved,  That  the  tariffought  to  be  uew  mcdified  with  a  view 
to  revenue. 
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Laws  of  the  United  States. 

AN  AC  r  to  authorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasii 
rj  to  exchatigt  a  stock  bearing  an  init  rest  offivf- 
per  cent,  for  certain  stocks  bearing  an  interest 
of  SIX  and  sevm  per  ctnt. 

£e  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Slaeej  of  ^flmerica  in  congress 
assembled.  That  a  subscription  to  the  amount  of 
twelve  millions  of  dollars,  of  the  seven  per  cent, 
stock,  and  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock,  of  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  and  also,  for  four- 
teen millions  of  the  fix  per  cent,  stock  of  the  3'ears 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  fourteen,  and  fif 
teen,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  proposed;  for 
which  purpose,  books  shall  be  opened  at  the  trea 
sury  of  the  United  States,  and  at  the  several  loan 
offices,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-two,  to  continue  open  until 
the  first  day  of  July  next  thereafter,  for  such  parts 
of  the  above  menHoned  description  of  stocks  as 
.shall,  on  the  day  of  subscription,  stand  on  the 
books  of  the  treasury,  and  on  tiiose  of  the  seve 
ral  loan  offices,  respectivel)"^,  whicli  subscription 
shall  be  effected  by  a  transfer  to  the  United  States, 
in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for  such  transfers, 
of  the  credit  or  credits  standing  on  tlie  said  books, 
and  by  a  surrender  of  tiie  certificates  of  the  stock 
sosuuscnb'd. 

Sf  c.  2.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  the 
whole,  or  am  part,  of  any  sum,  which  shall  be  thus 
subscribed,  of  the  six  per  cent,  stocks  of  the  years 
ont-  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tv.'clve,  and  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  credits  shall 
be  entered  to  the  respective  subscribers,  who  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  certificate,  or  certificates,  pur- 
porting that  tlie  United  Stales  owe  to  the  holder, 
or  holders  thereof,  his,  her,  or  their  assigns,  a  sum, 
to  be  expressed  thrrt  in.  equal  to  the  anicunt  of  the 
principal  stock  thus  subscribed,  bearing  an  inter- 
est of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  quar 
lerly,  from  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  andtv/enty  two,  transferable  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  transfer 
of  the  stock  subscribed,  and  sul-ject  to  redemp- 
tion at  the  pleasure  ot  the  United  States,  in  the  pro- 
portion, and  at  the  periods  herein  defined,  viz:  one 
third  at  any  time  after  the  thirty  first  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  a'-,d  thirty; 
one  third  at  any  time  after  the  thirty  first  day  of 
December.  o:.e  thousaiif'  eigh'  hundred  ;in''  thirty- 
one;  and  the  remainder  at  any  time  after  the  thir- 
ty-first day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
,dred  and  thirty  two;  and  that  for  the  whole,  or  any 
part,  which  shall  be  thus  subscribed,  of  the  seven 
per  cent  stock,  credits  shall  be  enten  d  to  the  n  s- 
pi.ctive  subscribers,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  a  cer- 
tificate or  certificates,  purporting  that  the  U.  States 
owe  to  the  holder,  or  holders  thereof,  his,  her,  or 
their  assigns,  a  sum,  to  be  expressed  therein,  equal 
to  the  amount  of  the  principal  stock  thus  subscrib- 
ed bt-aring  an  interest  of  five  percent,  per  annum, 
payable  quarterly, from  the  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  two,  transferable  in 
the  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  transfer 
of  the  stock  subscribed,  and  subject  to  redemp- 
tion at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  at  any 
time  after  the  thirty  first  duy  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three:  Provided, 
That  no  re-imbursement  shall  be  made,  except  for 
the  wliole  amount  of  such  new  certificate,  nor  un- 
til afterat  least  six  monthspublic  notice  of  such  in- 
tended reimbursement.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  secretary   qf  the  treasury   to  cause  to  be 


re  transferred  to  the  respective  subs.iribers,  tlie 
several  sums  by  them  subscribed,  beyond  the 
amount  of  the  certificates  of  five  per  cent,  stock, 
issued  to  them  rt  spectively. 

Sec.  3.  -^nd  be  it  further  enacted,   That   if  the 
amount  of  seven  and  six  per  cent,  stocks,  autho- 
rized to  be  subscribed  by  the  fii-st  section  of  this 
act,  shall  not  have  been  subscribed  by  the  first  day 
of  July  next,  the  remainder  of  that  ainounl  may  be 
subscribed  on  tlie  books  of  the  treasury,  at  any 
time  between  the  said  first  day  of  July,  an  1  the 
first  day   ot  October  next  thereaft  r;  and  fin-  the. 
whole,  or  any  part,  of  any  sum  which  shall  be  thus 
subscribed,  of  the  six  per  cent,  stocks  of  theyeurs 
eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  eighteen  hundred 
aud  thirteen,  eigliteen  liundred  and  fourteen,  and 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen,  credits  shall  be  en- 
tered  to  the  respective  sui)scribers,  who  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  certificate  or  certificates,  pur[)ortinjEf 
that  the  United  States  owe  to  the  holder  or  holders 
thereof,  his,  her,  or  their  assigns,  a  sum,  to  be  ex- 
pressed therein,  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  princi. 
pal  stock  thus  subscribed,  bearing  ati  interest   of 
five   per  centum   per  annum,   payable   quarterly, 
from  the  30th  day  of  September,    one  thousand, 
eight  hundred  an(l  twenty-two,  transferable  in  the 
s.ime  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  transfer 
of  the  stock  .■subscribed,  and  subject  to  redemption, 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  in  the  propor- 
tion, and  at  the  periods,  herein  defined,  viz:  one 
third  at  any  lime  after  the  thirty-tirst  d;iy  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ihirty;  one 
third  at  any  time  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty' 
one;  iiiid  the  remainder  at  any  time  after  the  tiiirty- 
ty  first  (lay  of  December,  one  thousand  eigtit  hun- 
dred and  thirty  two;  and  that,  for  the  whole  or  any 
part  which  shall  be  thus  subscribed  of  the  seven 
per  cent  stock,  credits  shall  be  entered  to  the  re- 
spective subscribers,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  a  cer- 
tificate or  certificates,  purjoorting  that  the  United 
States  owe  to  the  holder  or  holders  thereof,  his, 
her,  or  their  assigns,  a  sum,  to  be  expressed  there- 
in, equal  to  th?  amount  of  tlie  principal  stock  thus 
subscribed,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  centum 
per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  from  the  thirtieth 
day  of  September,  one  thousand    eight   hundred 
and  twefity-two,  transferable  in  the  manner  aa  is 
provided  by  law  for  the  transfer  of  the  stock  sub- 
sf  ribed,  and  subject  to  the  redemption  at  the  plea, 
sureof  ihe  U   States,  at  any  time  after  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December,  one  tiiousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty -three:   Provided,   That   no  reim- 
bursement shall  be  made,  except  for  the  whole 
amount  of  such  new  certificate,  nor  until  after  at 
le;ist  six  months'  public  notice  of  such  reimburse- 
ment. 

Sec.  4.  Jiid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  same 
funds  which  have  heretofore  been,  and  now  are, 
pledged  by  law  for  the  ])ayment  of  the  interest, 
and  for  the  redemption  or  reimbursement  of  the 
stock  which  may  be  suliscribed  by  virtue  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  remain  pledged  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  accruing  on  the  stock 
created  by  reason  of  such  subscription,  and  for  the 
redemption  or  reimbursemenl  of  the  principal  of 
the  same.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commission- 
ers of  the  sinking  fund  to  cause  to  be  applied  and 
paid,  out  of  the  said  fund,  yearly  and  every  year, 
such  sum  and  sums  as  may  be  annually  wanted  to 
discharge  the  interest  accruing  to  the  stock  which 
may  be  created  by  virtue  of  this  act.  The  said 
commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  employ, 
from  tiiaa  to  time,  sucb  8,um  and  s.uuis  oat  of  th^ 
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SBid  tund  us  lliey  niHV  think  proper,  towards  re- 
defmmg,  by  piirctiase  or  reimbursement,  in  con 
formi-y  vvith  the  piovisioiis  ot  this  act,  the  princi- 
•pal  oi  said  stock.  And  such  part  of  tlie  said  annual 
sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  vested  by  law  in  the 
said  commissioners,  :is  may  be  necessary  and  want- 
ing for  the  above  purposes,  sliall  be  and  continue 
appriated  [apprupn.ucaj  to  the  p.iymtut  of  in- 
terest and  redemption  of  the  puotic  debt,  until 
tile  whole  of  the  stock  whicn  muy  be  created  un- 
der the  provisions  of  this  act  bhall  have  been  re- 
deemed or  reimbursed. 

Sec.  5.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing;  in 
this  act  contained  shall  he  construed  in  anywise  to 
alter,  abridge,  or  impair,  tiie  rights  of  tliosu  cre- 
ditors of  the  United  States  vvho  shall  not  subscribe 
fo  the  loan  to  be  opened  bv  virtue  of  this  act. 
PHILIP  P.    UARMOUU, 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
JOHN   GAiLLARD, 
President  of  the  s>  nate  pro  tempore. 
fFaakin^tOTU  Mureh  20,  1822.  — Approved: 

JAMES  MONROE. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  «<An  act 
for  the  reUef  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands, 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa 
iivea  of  the  United  Si  ales  of  Jlmericu  in  congress  as 
nemblcd,  I'hat  all  purchasers,  and  every  legal  holder 
«f  any  certificate  of  the  purchase  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  who  were  entitled  to, 
but  who  have  not  availed  themselves  of  any  of  the 
provisons  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  second  of 
March,  one  thousand  eiglU  hundred  and  twenty 
one,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  pur- 
oliasers  of  public  lands,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Ju- 
ly, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,"  be  allowed,  at 
any  time  on  or  before  the  thirtietli  day  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  Imndred  and  twenty  two, 
to  surrender  their  certificates  of  purchase,  to  ac- 
cept, and,  on  filing  suck  acceptances,  shall  be  en- 
titled and  subject  to  such  of  the  provisions  of  the 
aforesaid  act,  as  apply  to  cases  wliere  c unplele 
payment  may  be  made  of  any  tract  of  land  prior  to 
the  thirtieth  day  of  Seplember  next. 

Sec.  2.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pur- 
chasers, and  every  legal  holder  of  any  certificate 
ef  purchase  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  who  may  not  have  accepted  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  aforesaid  act  of  March  the  second, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  one,  or 
who  may  not  avail  themsebes  of  the  provisions 
ef  the  first  section  of  this  act,  be  permitted,  at  any 
time  prior  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next, 
tp  filp  their  acceptances,  and  surrender  their  cer 
tificates  of  purcliase,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  benefits  and  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  the 
aforesaid  act  of  March  the  second,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  which  relate,  in 
any  manner,  to  relinquishment  anri  classification, 
and  to  the  extensign  of  the  time  of  payment  by  in- 
stalments,  and  the  proceeding  in  relation  thereto, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  acceptances  had 
been  filed  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  of  September 
last. 

Sac.  3.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  par- 
chasers,  and  every  legal  holder  of  any  certificate  of 
purchase  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States, 
who  may  have  filed  their  aixeptances  and  surren- 
dered their  certificates  of  purchase,  and  accepted 
the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act  oC  March  s^  - 
^or»d,  one  tfheosand  eight  hftndre4  and  twenty-ene. 


which  relate  to  payments  to  be  made  by  instal- 
ments, be  permitted,  notwithstanding  their  accep- 
tances heretofore  filed,  to  make  complete  payment 
on  any  tract  of  land,  or  or  before  the  thirtieth  day 
of  Septemoer  next,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  dis- 
count provided  for  by  the  fourth  section  of  the 
aforesaid  act. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  &nacted,  T\vxtii  s\\\i\\he 
the  duty  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  se- 
veral land  otlices  of  the  United  States  to  perform 
the  duties  prescribed  by,  or  necessary  to  carry  into 
complete  elfect  the  provisions  of  this  act,  accord- 
ing to  the  forms  and  instructions  heretofore  given 
by  the  treasury  department,  to  keep  fu'l  and  faith- 
ful accounts  and  records  of  all  proceedings  undei: 
the  same,  in  tl^.e  manner  prescribed  by  the  eighth 
section  of  the  aforesaid  act,  to  make  report  of  the 
same  to  the  treasury  department,  within  the  terna 
of  three  months  fro;ii  the  thirtieth  of  Septeml)ec 
next,  and  shall  receive  as  compensation  for  like 
services,  the  fees  provided  for  by  the  seventh  and 
eighth  sections  of  said  act. 

Sec.  5.  And beit further  enacted.  That  every  tract 
of  land  which  would  have  been  forfeited  from  a  fai- 
lure  to  file  an  acceptance  and  to  surrender  the  cer- 
tificate of  purchase  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twe-ity  one,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  exempted 
from  forfeiture  and  sale  until  the  thirtieth  day  ot' 
September  next,  and  no  longer. 

Washington,  April  20,  1822— Approved. 


Seventeenth  Congress — first  session. 

IN  TUK  SKNATE. 

April  19,  The  folio vving  message  was  received 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  iMr. 
Gouverneur,  his  private  secretary. 

I  communicate  to  the  senate  copies  of  sundry 
papers,  having  relation  to  transactions  in  East  and 
West  Florida,  which  have  been  received  .^t  the  de- 
partment of  state  since  my  message  to  the  two 
houses  of  congress  of  the  28th  of  January  last,  to- 
gether with  copies  of  two  letters  troui  the  secre-- 
tary  of  state  upon  the  same  subject. 

J.\MES  MONROE-. 

WashlJigton,  18th  April,  1822. 

The  message  was  read,  and,  vvith  the  accompa,- 
nying  documents  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  resumed,  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Chandler  iii  the  chair,  the  consi- 
deration of  the  appropriation  bill  for  the  civil  list; 
the  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposing 
to  extend  to  the  military  appropriation  bill  here- 
tofore passed,  tiie  provision  prohil)iting  the  pay- 
ment  of  the  salary  of  any  person  while  he  shall  ap- 
pear to  be  in  arrears  to  the  United  States.  The 
amendment  to  the  provision  was  adopted  without 
a  division. 

A  general  debate  then  followed  on  the  merits 
of  the  provis.i,  in  the  annual  lists  of  balances  re? 
ported,  and  were  much  dwelt  upon — but  these 
were  not  regarded  as  evidences  of  debt.  The  dif- 
ficulties ofeiiecting  settlements  were  spoken  ofj, 
and  it  was  thought  by  some  that  the  provision 
would  bear  hard  upon  many  worthy  persons,  not 
indebted  to  the  United  States,  though  charged  as 
defaulters.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  seve- 
ral times  on  different  amendments  proposed — and, 
at  lengt..,  tlie  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

April  20.  The  senate,  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
resumed  the  consideratiea  of  tke  yeneraj  appro» 
priation  bid. 
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Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  insert  in  the  bill  an  appro- 
priation of  9000  dollars,  for  repairing  the  national 
voad  from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling,  on  which 
Hiotion  a  brief  debate  took  place. 

Mr.  Barbour  indirectly  opposed  the  appropria 
tion— he  believed  it  would  not  succeed  and  would 
«nly  delay  the  passage  of  the  bill.     Messrs.  Tal- 
tot,  Lloyd,  Holmes  and  Ruggles  advocated  it,  and 
the  motion  was  agreed  to, — ayes  21  noes  10. 

The  bill  was  further  considered  and  finally  re 
ported  to  the  senate— when  much  debate  took 
place  on  the  general  subject  of  restricting  pay 
ments  to  persons  in  aiTears  with  the  United  States 
.—the  yeas  and  nays  were  frequently  taken,  ondif- 
ferent'propositions  to  amend,  &c.  At  length,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Jipril  22.  The  senate  took  up  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  King,  of  Alab.  in  the  chau-,  the 
bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  supplemen- 
tary to  the  acts  of  1818  and  1820,  allowing  pen- 
sions to  revolutionary  soldiers,  &c. 

[The  object  of  this  bill  whs  to  restore  persons  to 
the  pension  roll  who  had  been  struck  off"  under 
the  act  of  1820,  &c.} 

The  committee  had  reported  the  same  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  should  be  indefinitely 
postponed — after  debate  the  yeas  and  nays  were 

takf  T!  as  foilo"  s: 

YEAS— Mfssrs.  Rnvhour,  Barton,  Bpnton,  Brown,  of  Ln\i. 
Brt.Nvri,  of  O.  D'Wolf.  EdwarrU.  FindlKj.  Gailljrd,  Holmes,  of 
IWisi.  Johnson,  o(  Lou  King,  of  Aiali.  LlDyd,  LowriP,  Macor.,  No- 
ble, Pleasants,  Smith.  Stokps,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker, 
Vare,  \Villinms, of  Mi»s.  Williams,  of  Tenii.— 26 

NAYS-  :i:ssrs.  Cli.iiidlf-r,  Dicki  ison.  Holmes,  of  Me.  King,  of 
N.  Y.  Kniffht  Lanman,  Morril,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Seymour, 
Van  Burcn.— 12. 

So  the  biil  was  rejected. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  selection  of  a  site  for 
a  national  armory  on  the  western  waters,  and  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  go- 
vernment for  the  year  1822,  were  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  chiefly  spent  in 
considering  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  navy,  for  the  present  year — nothing 
of  importance  decided. 

^./ipril  23.  Several  private  bills  were  considered 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  relating  to  treasury  notes,  and  the 
bill  to  repeal  the  act  concerning  vaccination,  were 
received  from  the  house  of  representatives,  seve- 
i-ally  twice  read,  and  referred. 

The  senate  spent  some  time  on  executive  busi- 
ness; and  then 
Adjourned. 

Jipril  24.  Several  bills  were  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  from  the  committee  on  commerce 
and  manufactures,  delivered  in  the  following  re- 
port; which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

The  committee  of  commerce  and  manufactures, 
who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  prohibiting  the  importation  of  foreign  spirits, 
report: 

That,  in  their  opinion,  the  agricultural  as  well  as 
manufacturing  interest  of  the  United  States  would 
be  promoted  by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  fo- 
reign spirits.  That  the  quantitj'  of  spirits  that 
would  in  a  short  time  be  manufactured  in  this 
country,  to  supply  the  place  of  that  now  imported, 
would  afford  a  source  of  revenue  more  efficient, 
and  much  less  precarious  than  that  now  derived 
from  the  importation  of  foreign  spirits.  But,  as 
an  immediate  prohibition  would  injure  the  com- 
mercial interest  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
-diminish  the  revetine,  until  a   system  of  excise 


could  be  brought  into  operation,  the  conmitlee 
think  it  would  be  expedient  to  arrive  gradually  at 
the  objects  in  view,  by  increasing  the  duties  on  fo- 
reign spirits.  A  bill,  however,  lor  this  purpose, 
must  be  considered  as  a  bill  for  raising  revenue, 
and  can  only  originate  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives.  The  committee  therefore  submit  the  fol- 
lowing T'rsnlutioi': 

Resulved.  That  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufactures 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  in- 
structing tbem  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  foreign  spirits. 

I  It;  seuite  tooK  up  the  message  from  the  iiouse 
of  repr.-sentatives,  announcingthe  non-concurrence 
of  that  house  in  certain  of  tlie  Hinendments  made 
by  the  senate  to  the  civil-list-appropriation  bill. 

From  some  of  the  amendmen's  the  senate  re- 
ceded, and  insisted  on  others,  which  shall  be  no- 
ticed in  their  progress. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  na- 
vy appropriation  bill, 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  N.  Y.  was  re- 
committed to  the  committee  on  finance — ayes  25, 
noes  15. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  HEPRK<iENTATIVE9. 

Friday,  Apnl  19.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a  communication  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, in  relation  to  the  salesof  public  lands,  stating 
that  certain  information  on  that  subject,  requireit 
by  a  resolution  of  this  house,  cannot,  for  want  of 
time  to  obtain  it,  be  furnished  before  the  close  of 
the  prestnt  session  of  congress;  which  w as  order- 
ed to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  part  of  the  public 
lands  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and 
olive,  was  read  a  third  time;  and,  after  considera- 
ble opposition,  was  passed. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Air.  Condict 
in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  making  further  appropria. 
tions  for  the  support  of  the  military  estabhshment 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1822. 

The  question  recurred  upon  striking  out  the  ap* 
propriation  for  the  erection  of  fort  Calhoun,  on  the 
Chesapeake. 

A  long  and  ardent  debate  followed — in  the  course 
of  which  it  appeared  as  if  the  chief  clerk  in  the  war 
department  might  have  had  something  to  do  with 
certain  of  the  contracts;  if  so,  we  shall  soon  hear 
more  about  it.*  In  the  course  of  the  discussioiiy 
the  report  of  what  is  called  the  retrenchment  com- 
mittee was  several  times  alluded  to.  Messrs. 
jMcDuffie  and  Smith,  of  Md.  spoke  of  certain  errors 
which  they  thought  it  contained;  and  Messrs.  HaV' 
din  and  IVhippte  supported  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ments. The  committee  rose  without  coming  t» 
any  decision,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday.  April  2(J.  Mr.  Hardin,  from  the  select 
committee  heretofore  appointed  on  the  subject  of 
retrenchment  of  the  public  expenditure,  made  a 
further  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill.  [The 
report  is  inserted  at  length  in  page  139.] 

The  bill  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon* 
day  next. 

Another  motion  to  print  extra  copies  of  the  te* 
port  of  the  committee  on  retrenchment  failed. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  el 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Condiet 

*This  matter,  as  connected  with  the  contract  of 
E,  Mix,  is  referred  to  a  committee.  See  Monday's 
proceedings. 
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ill  i:ic  ciiaiiy,  on  U>e  biii  making  tiirtlierappropiia- 
tioi.s  tor  tlie  mililary  service  vt  Uie  Uiiiled  Suies, 
for  iiiv  year  i.ti22. 

I'li^^  rjuesiioii  recurred  upon  striking  out  the  ap 
propriaUoii  tor  tlie  erefctiou  ot  fori  Calnoun,  on  the 
Oiitrsapeakc,  and  t!ie  same  was  pui  and  nc  gauvcd 
by  a  large  majority. 

Air.  Butler  Hiaue  an  ineffectual  mot  on  to  add  a 
clause,  proviunig  i..al  no  part  ot  the  iippropnaUon 
should  ue  appiieillo  a  certain  contract  with  El.jah 
Mix— on  the  ground  that  the  contract  had  Den 
ficquei.tiy  rccoi^fnized,  &c. 

The  appropriation  tor  t'ortifying  Mobile  Point 
being  unuer  consideration, 

Ml  Coche  nioved  to  strike  out  the  section,  and 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  an  appropriation  for  the 
spi-cihc  purpose  of  coilecling  materials  tor  thit 
furtification.  The  principle  on  which  he  preferred 
a  spec:hc  application  was,  that  the  money  here- 
tofore approjiridted  for  the  fortification  at  Mobile 
Poini,  liad  not  been  applied  to  that  object,  but  had 
been  transferred  to  colonel  Gratiot,  at'Norfolk,  and 
he  referrtd  to  documents  on  the  subject. 

'I'his  produced  much  debate,  and  a  great  deal 
was  said  in  explanation  of  the  matter.  The  amend- 
ment  was  adopted.  The  sum  was  also  reduced 
from  50,000  to  50,000  doilars. 

Some  further  progress  was  made  in  the  bill, 
when  the  committee  rose,  &c.  and  the  house  ad- 
joiiri'ed. 

Monday,  April  22.  After  other  business,  to  be 
HOliced  in  its  progress — 

Mr.  H-iidin,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
subject  of  retrenchment,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill, 
the  object  of  which  is  to  reduce  the  revolutionary 
pensions,  f»r  all  grades  of  rank,  from  and  after  a 
given  day  in  the  year  18'^4,  to  §4  per  muiith. 

Tlie  bill,  (which,  Mr.  H.  computed,  would,  if 
passed,  efiect  a  saving  of  900,000  dollars  for  th* 
first  year  it  got  into  operation,  and  proportionably 
■thereafter),  was  twice  uead  and  committed — Mr. 
Wardin  giving  notice  of  his  intention  to  call  up  this 
bill,  and  the  one  previously  reported  by  the  same 
committee,  on  Wednesdaj  next. 

Mr.  Buchanr.n  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  instructing  its  senators 
and  requesting  its  representatives  to  endeavor  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a  law  for  vesting  in  tljat 
state  any  right  which  the  United  States  have,  or 
may  be  supposed  to  have,  in  the  lines  assessed  on 
the  militia  of  that  state;  and  the  resolution  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  this  house  appointed 
on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  frarfield  ntoved  the  following: 

Resolved.  Ttiat  a  comir.ittee  he  appointed  to  report  the  best 
modt,  111  til.  ir  opinion,  ot  giving  to  the  public  a  lull  and  correct 
atat'>mi  lit  ol  (he  debates  in  this  house. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
agreed  to  without  debate  or  opposition. 

Mr.  B7/r/er  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowi;  g  I-.  soiiitr  n: 

Resolveil,  That  a  committee  be  appointri]  to  inquire  into  the 
coniraei  between  ihe  war  (leparimmt  of  the  Uiiite.l  Slates,  and 
Ilijan  Mix,  of  the  2.iili  July,  1818.  to  report  whetht-r  the  same 
\va5  made  in  pursuance  ot  law,  and  wheihfr  ihesaid  Mix  has  pep- 
ftrined  his  covenant,  and  such  other  tacts  as  they  may  deem  pro- 
|)er  rtlulive  to  said  contract. 

In  otieniig  ui.s  resolution,  Mr.  fi«//er  remarked, 
that  he  discovered,  on  consulting  the  documents 
en  this  subject,  that,  according  to  the  contract, 
there  was  due  to  the  United  States  the  delivery  of 
150,000  perch  of  stone,  on  the  1st  January  h.st,  an.l 
that,  on  tliat  day,  there  hid  been  actually  deliver,  d 
only  102,437  perches:  so  that  the  contrjfct  had  not 
been  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  Mr  Mix,  and  was  no 
longer  binding  on  tde  United  States.     JBesisle.,  he 


said,  there  were,  to  say  the  least,  suspicious  ap- 
pearances about  this  contract.  No  proposals  for 
tins  contract  were  publicly  invited  by  advertise- 
fitent  or  otherwise.  It  was  said,  too,  that  Mr.  Viix 
had  sold  out  his  contract  at  a  dollar  and  a  half  per 
perch;  and  Mr.  B  said  he  observed,  trora  tlie  ac- 
count ot  contracts  laid  before  the  House,  ttiat  a  con- 
tract had  actually  been  made  by  the  government 
at  Pluladelphia,  for  stone,  to  be  delivered  at  the- 
Pea-Patch,  for  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  perch,  w  lulst 
three  dollars  per  perch  was  paid  to  Mix.  Takine^ 
the  time,  place,  and  m  miu  r  of  toe  contract  into 
consideration,  and  the  default  of  the  contractor  to 
fulfil  his  engagemcius,  he  had  thougiit  proper  to 
submit  this  resolution.  No  appropriation  that  is 
made  at  this  session,  Mr.  B.  contended,  ouglit  to  be 
expended  under  tiiat  contract. 

Mr,  JMcDuffie  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  this 
course  he  was  pleased  witli  a  direct  inquiry;  he 
was  authorized  to  say  th.at  the  contract  with  Mis 
had  been  a  great  saving  to  the  United  States,  &c. 

The  comiTuitee  was  empowered  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  the  resolution  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Burton  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  repeal  the  existing  law  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  vaccination,  and  the  motion  to  take  it  up 
was  agreed  to.  [And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  thud  reading.] 

The  speaker  announced  a  message  from  the  se>. 
nate,  iniorniing  the  house  that  they  insist  upon 
their  amendment  to  the  bill  for  paying  to  the  state 
of  Missouri  three  per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  public  lands  in  that  state.  Whereup- 
on, the  house  determined  to  insist  on  its  disagree- 
ment to  said  amendment;  and  a  committee  of  con- 
ft-.rence  was  ordered  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
this  house. 

Ihe  h';i?e  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  on  toe  state  of  the  union,  (  Mr.  Con. 
diet  in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  making  further  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  military  establish- 
ment  of  the  United  Stutes,  for  the  year  18^:2. 

•Much  debate  folio .ved — several  amendments 
were  offered,  some  of  which  prevailed,  rha  com- 
niittee  rose  and  had  lea\e  to  sit  again. 

Tuesday,  ,-ipril  23.  The  committee  on  Mr.  fVar- 
field's  resolu'.  ion,  respecting  the  publicaion  of  de- 
bates  in  congress,  consists  of  .Me-srs.  IVcvfield,  Mer- 
cer,  Jones  of  Tenn.  Gurluim,  and  Jones  of  Va. 

'Ihe  conr.niittee  on  Mr.  Butler's  resolution,  re- 
sjiectiiig  Mix's  contract  for  stone,  &c.  consists 
of  .Messrs   Butler,  .Meiculfe,  and   Campbell,  of  Oiiin. 

The  committee  of  conference  on  the  Missouri 
(nett  proceeds  of  three  percent,  stock)  bill,  is  com- 
posed  of  Mes-rs.  Rinkht,  7',.^''o/',  and  .Mercer, 

Certain  private  bills  were  variously  disposed  of. 

An  engrossed  bill  relating  to  treasury  note.s,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  and  se.nt  to  the  senate. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  encourage 
vaccination,  was  also  read  a  third  time. 

A  long  debate  followed.  It  appeared  that  the 
agent  had  been  dismissed  by  the  president  for  mi<!- 
manage.Tient,  but  the  question  was  on  t!ie  propriety 
of  cont  nuing  ti.e  agency.  It  seemed  that  the  late 
agent  had  drawn  a^)cut  4.5,000  dollars  from  various 
quarters  by  his  agency,  and  the  good  of  all  this  was 
douDted  by  some,  while  others  contended  that 
grrat  benefits  had  flowed  from  'rie  establishment. — 
At  length  — 

The  question  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
an''  was  decided  as  fbllous: 

YE.\S— Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Barber,  of  Cmin.  Bassetr, 
Ba)li'S  Bayly.  Blaeklcdge,  Bl.iir,  Ur.-cUeiiri'!!;v,  Brown,  Bnrrovrs, 
Durtoii,  BuUcr.Cambrelenf;,  Campbell,  ot  N.  Y.  Ca'npb<-ll,or  Ohio, 
Cmmon,  Gaserfy,  ClraTTibers,  Grckc,  CanWiiij,  fentitr,  Crot^up,- 
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Cushman,  Dane,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dwight,  Edwards,  of  Conn. 
Edwards,  ot  N.  C.  Eustij,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Garuett,  Gilmer,  Gisf, 
Gi-oss.  Hail,  Hardin,  Harvey,  Hill,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Hooks,  Hun- 
bard,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Jones,  ot  Ten.  Kejes,  Leitwich, 
Long,  McCarty,  McLane,  McNeill,  MoSherry,  Matron.  Mattocks, 
Mtioalfp,  Mitchell, of  Peuii.  Moore, of  Ptnn.  Moore.of  Alab  Mur- 
ray, Nelson, of  Mass.  N.-W,  Overstreet,  Patterson  of  Peuii.  Phillips, 
Pierson.  Pitcher,  PluoierofN.  H.  Pluiner  of  Penn.Kankin,  Keed 
of  Mass.  Reid  of  Geo.  Rioli,  Rochester,  Ross,  Kussell,  Sanders, 
Sawyer,  Arthur  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith,  Stevenson, 
Stewart,  Swan,  Tattnall,  I'orMliusoii,  Tucker  ot  S.  C.  Pucker  of 
Va.  Unham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyek,  Walker,  Walworth, 
■Whipple,  Williams  of  N.  C.  Williams  of  Va.  Wdliarason,  Wood, 
■Woodson,  Wurman.— 102  . 

NAYS— Messrs.  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barber,  of  Ohio,  Bigelow,  Bu- 
chanan. C  olden,  Condict  Cook.  Crafts,  Cuthbert.  Durfee.  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards, of  Penn.  Farrellv,  Gebhard,  Hawks,  Hendricks,  Jackson, 
Kent.  Lathrop,  Lincoln,' Litchfield.  McCoy,  Mallarj.  Mercer,  Mil- 
nor  Mitchell,  of  S.  C.  Montgomery.  Mooie  of  Va-  ^toigan.  Nelson, 
of  Md.  Nelson  of  Va.  Newton,  Patterson  of  N.  Y.  Poinsett,  Reed, 
of  Md.  Rhea,  Rogers,  Roggles,  Russ,  Scott,  Sergeant,  Sli.aiie,  S. 
Smith,  Sterling  ol  Conn.  Sterling  ol  N.  Y.  Stoddard,  Taylor,  Tod, 
Tracy,  Vance,  Wartield,  White,  Whitman,   Woodcock,  Wright 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
con  urrence. 

Great  part  of  the  remainder  of  the  day  was  occu- 
pied in  discussing' the  amendments  of  the  senate  to 
the  general  appropriation  bill;  part  of  winch  were 
finally  agieed  to,  and  others  rejected.  So  that  the 
bill  13  yet  in  suspense  between  the  two  houses. 

-3'he  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
niitt^e  .11   the  vvfoit  on  the  bill  making  further  ap 
propriations  tor  the  military  service  for  the  current 
year; 

But.  before  getting  through  the  same,  the  com- 
inittee  rose;  and 

The  hotisf  adlourned 

W  tdvesduy,  Jpi  it  24.  After  some  other  business, 
pot  r-.eccssary  to  notice  now — 

Mr.  IJurdiv,  iron!  the  select  con  rr:i1tee  on  the 
subject  of  retrench  ment,  further  reported  a  bill  to 
reduce  the  annual  compeiisiilion  of  certain  officers 
of  government,  which  was  twice  read  and  commit- 
ted! 

Mr.  Hardiv,  moved,  according  to  notice,  to  dis- 
charge the  committee  of  the  whole  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  three  bills  reported  by 
the  committee  on  retrenchment,  so  as  to  bring 
them,  and  particularly  the  congress-pay  bill,  imme- 
diately before  the  hcuse. 

After  some  discussion,  the  question  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  105,  noes  38. 

The  three  bills  being  tl.us  before  the  house, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin,  that  for  reducing  the 
compensation  of  senators  and  representatives  in 
in  congress,  was  first  read. 

[Thia  bill  ptovides  that  the  daily  pay  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  senate,  from  and  after  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress,  shall  be  six  dollars,  antl  tf.e  like 
allowance  shall  V&  made  for  every  twenty  miles 
travel  to  and  from  congress.  The  bill  contains  like 
provisions  as  to  the  members  of  the  house  of  re 
presentatives;  and  also  proposes  considerably  to 
reduce  the  compensation  of  the  cHicers  of  bolii 
houfes] 

After  ore  other  amendment — 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
reduce  the  mileage  froir,  g6  dollars  for  every  twen- 
ty rriles  travelling,  to  gjG  lor  every  forty  m.iles. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  said  he  always  had  thought 
the  mileage  too  high;  and  proposed  to  his  college 
to  move  thirty  instead  of  forty  miles,  as  he  had  pro- 
posed, for  ^6. 

This  modification  was  accepted. 

Mr.  If'righi's  amendment,  thus  modified,  pre- 
vailed—ayes S3,  noes  74. 

Mr.  Floijd  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
potti  of\e  its  operation  to  the  hist  day  of  July  next. 


On  this  motion  a  desultory  debate  took  place.— 

Mr.  JVelson,  of  Va.  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  provide  that  the  reduction  should 
take  effect  from  the  first  day  of  July  last.  [Nega- 
tived.] 

Mr.  Butler  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  that  reported  it,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port at  the  next  session  of  congress.    [Negatived.] 

The  original  motion  to  amend,  by  Mr.  Floydf 
was  next  in  order,  and  was  taken,  without  further 
debate,  by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  105,  nays  55. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

TUUKSUAr's  ruocEiniTNGS — aphil  25, 

The  senate,  soon  after  meeting,  closed  its  doors, 
and  spent  some  time  in  the  consideration  of  exe- 
cutive  business.  Having  resumed  legislative  bu. 
siness — after  the  transaction  of  some  minor  mat- 
ters— 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  house  ot  representatives  making  appro- 
priations  for  the  navy,  for  the  year  1822,  (which 
was  this  morning  reported  by  ttie  committee  on 
finance,  with  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  similar  to 
that  incprporated  in  the  other  appropriatior.  bills, 
prohibiting  the  payment  of  compensation  to  any 
oHicer  while  he  remains  in  arrears  to  the  United 
States.)  This  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

After  some  time  having  been  spent  on  the  bill 
regulating  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  nothing  decisive  done, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

//(  the  house  of  representatives — After  a  good  deal 
of  business  of  no  importance  at  present — a  mes- 
sage was  received  from  the  senate  announcing  its 
adherence  to  the  4th,  5th,  and  9th  amendments?, 
which  were  made  by  that  body,  to  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill. 

The  house  receded  from  the  4th  and  5th,  and 
determined  to  insist  on  its  disagreement  to  the  9th 
amendment,  which  w  as  that  which  proposed  to  ap- 
propriate 9000  dollars  for  the  repairs  of  the  Cum- 
berland road. 

A  discussion  then  took  place  which  occupied  the 
remainder  of  the  day's  silting. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 
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Died,  at  Cambridge,  Mass.  on  the  14th  April,  inst. 
brevet  brigadier  gen.  Moses  Porter,  col.  of  the  1st 
reg.  U.  S.  artillery,  aged  67.  He  was  a  native  of 
.Massachusetts  and  joined  the  army  of  the  revolu- 
tion at  Cambridge,  (the  place  of  his  decease),  in 
1775;  was  engaged  in  the  battle  at  Uunker's  Hill, 
and  most  oUier  of  the  severe  battles  fought  until 
the  conclusion  of  the  war.  He  was  one  of  the 
officers  selected  to  form  the  first  peace  establish- 
ment of  the  United  Slates,  and  served  under  St. 
Clair  and  AVayne  as  a  captain  of  artillery,  in  their 
campaigns  against  the  Indians.  In  the  late  war  he 
was  found  at  the  head  of  a  regiment  of  light  artille- 
ry, braving  a  Canadian  climate  and  as  full  of  fire  as 
any  young  officer  under  his  command.  He  was  as 
brave  a  man  as,  perhaps,  ever  lived,  and  for  nearly 
fifty  years  was  engaged  in  the  military  service  of 
his  country.  He  was  rough — but  honest.  There 
was  no  Jhnnmery  about  him. 

Eobbay.  The  office  of  the  United  States  bank 
at  Cincinnati  was  recently  entered  at  night,  and 
robbed  of  about  eight  thousand  dollars  in  specie — 
1,000  dollars  reward  was  offered  for  the  recovery 
of  the  money  and  detection  of  the  thief. 
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Q^The  proceeding's  in  congress  just  now,  toge- 
ther with  the-  great  number  of  important  docunnenls 
and  papers  srtbmitced,  lias  required  it  of  us  to  give 
an  almost  undiviiled  attention  to  such  things  this 
week,  and  our  next  paper  will,  most  probably,  be 
so  occupied: — After  which  we  shall  have  a  little  sea- 
room. 

Among  other  interesting  subjects  decided  npon, 
it  will  be  noticed  that  the  bill  appropriating  100,000 
dollars  for  sending  ministers  to  the  soutiiern  inde 
pendent  states,  has  passed  the  senate,  and  requires 
nothing  more  than  the  signature  of  the  president  to 
become  a  law.  

State  biouts,  It  will  be  seen  by  the  proceed- 
ings of  congress,  that  Mr.  Stevenson  has  submitted  a 
proposition,  which,  if  taken  up  at  the  next  session 
of  that  body,  as  designed  by  the  mover,  will  give 
?ise  to  a  full  discussion  about  slate  rights.  It  is  time 
that  the  federal  and  state  jurisdictions  were  settled, 
if  possible;  for  we  are  really  tired  of  the  con- 
tests about  the  powers  and  rights  of  the  one  as  act- 
ing, or  as  being  supposed  to  act,  against  the  powers 
and  rights  of  the  other.  It  is,  probably,  for  this 
purpose  that  Mr.  Stevenson  has  brought  forward  his 
resolution.  

Militakt  appointments.  The  senate  hare  again 
refused  to  confirm  the  nominations  of  col.  Totvson, 
as  col.  of  artillery,  and  of  col.  Gadsden,  as  adju- 
tant general.  We  also  hear  that  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  has  been  removed  onthose  proceedings. 

United  States  and  France.  It  is  stated  that 
the  difficulties  that  have  existed  between  our  coun- 
try and  France,  as  to  commercial  intercourse,  are 
about  to  be  removed  by  an  act  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, which  will  be  reciprocally  met,  accord- 
ing to  the  condition  of  the  law,  by  an  act  of  our 
own.  

West  Indta  trade.  It  appears  highly  probable 
that  the  British  parliament  has  so  far  retired  from 
their  navigation  laws,  as  to  resolve  to  open  their 
West  India  pons  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States:  but  the  fact  is  not  yet  certainly  known. 

Africa.  By  the  arrival  of  the  schwoner  Dolphfn 
at  Charleston,  we  learn  that  the  skive  trade  is  carried 
on  to  a  shameful  extent  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  It 
is  also  stated,  that  the  American  colonists  were  com- 
fortably settled  at  cape  Messurado,  and  were  high- 
ly pleased  with  their  prospects.  They  found  the 
climate  healthy  and  the  soil  fertile,  and  their  wish 
was  that  their  brethren  generally  in  the  United 
States  would  embrace  the  first  opportunity  to  come 
and  settle  with  them. 

Foreign  articles.  London  papers  of  the  30th 
J\tarch.  A  British  ministerial  p:iper  says  that  "no 
country  on  earth  has  acted  with  such  a  want  of 
liberality  to  Britain  as  Russia."  The  outrages  in 
Ireland  still  continued-dozens  of  wretches,  chain- 
ed together,  were  marching  to  the  ports  for  trans 
portation. — The  bill  to  effect  a  change  of  certain 
stocks,  has  passed  both  houses  of  parliament,  and 
appears  to  be  much  approved  of  by  the  jobber.^;. — 
The  revenue  was  in  a  favorable  state,  though  the 
agricultural  interest  was  in  the  greatest  distress: 
speaking  of  the  latter  in  parlrament,  Sir  Isaac  Cof- 
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fin  remarked,  it  would  be  better  for  England  'f 
Canada  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea. — The  minis-* 
ters,  on  several  late  occasions,  have  been  in  the 
minority. — The  Hudson  Bay  stock  was  selling  at; 
100  percent,  advance. — A'ean,  the  player,  has  giv- 
en it  out  and  it  makes  a  great  noise  in  the  papers, 
that  he  has  received  a  silver  cup  as  a  token  of  the 
respect  of  the  people  of  New  York;  the  fact  ap. 
pears  to  be  that  it  was  the  private  donation  of  the 
manager  of  the  theatre  there,  for  certain  private 
services  rendered! — The  reported  marriage,  or  any 
intention  thereof,  of  the  king  with  a  princess  of  Den- 
mark, is  denied;  he  is  expected,  however,  to  visit 
the  continent,  to  look  out  for  a  help  mate. — Geo. 
Canning  is  appointed  governor  general  of  India.— 
A  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Denmark  is 
spoken  of,  by  which  the  latter  has  agreed  to  suffer, 
the  fortresses  of  the  Sound  to  be  garrisoned  by  British 
troops,  in  the  event  of  a  -war  between  Russia  and 
Turkey:  this  is  improbable. 

The  debates  in  the  French  legislature  are  still 
stormy.  A  plot  to  cause  an  insurrection  in  Poland 
is  said  to  have  been  discovered  by  some  of  the  late 
arrests  at  Paris:  the  time  of  its  breaking  out  was 
to  have  been  when  the  Russians  were  engaged 
with  the  Turks — this  is  probably  a  manufacture  to 
operate  on  Alexander. 

A  London  paper  of  March  30,  says,  that  the 
French  funds  had  suddenly  fallen  2  per  cent. — 
that  there  were  many  rumors  of  insurrections  and 
of  a  bad  spirit  among  the  military.  Many  arrests 
were  made. 

Fifty  thousand  olive  trees  have  perished  by  the 
frost  in  the  department  of  Var.  The  law  to  restrain 
the  press  has  passed  the  house  of  peers.  Many 
slave  ships  have  been  fitted  out  at  Nantz. 

Spcun  does  not  appear  wholly  settled — varioifg 
plots  are  spoken  of,  but  it  is  evident  that  things 
were  becoming  more  and  more  quiet. 

Portugal  is  quiet,  and  the  cortes  were  proceed- 
ing with  the  national  business  with  the  greatest 
zeal.  There  had  been  an  insurrection  at  Madeira, 
and  the  soldiers  had  taken  military  possession  of 
the  island;  the  cruse  of  this  is  stated  to  be  the 
censures  heaped  upon  them  by  the  priests,  on  ac- 
count of  the  revolution  in  Portugal  having  been 
effected  by  the  military. 

Whether  Russia  and  Turkey  will  go  to  war,  anfl 
when,  was  not  determined  at  the  date  of  our  last 
account'!.  The  sudden  arrival  of  a  Russian  privj^ 
counsellor  at  Vienna  had  caused  much  specula- 
tion. The  object  of  his  mission  is  said  to  be  to 
convince  the  Austrian  court  of  the  moderate  views 
of  his  master:  but  large  contracts  for  grain  were 
made  at  Odessa,  and  the  Rissian  army  on  the  Turk- 
ish  frontier  amounts  to  200,000  men.  It  is  not  to 
be  believed  that  this  great  effort  has  been  made 
without  a  determination  to  act.  The  Turks,  too, 
are  exerting  themselves  to  put  their  country  in  the 
best  possible  state  of  defence.  Couriers  were  ra- 
pidly passing  to  and  from  St.  Petersburg  and  the 
different  courts. 

rt  seems  that  the  Ionian  islands  were  in  a  state  of 
complete  insurrection — "Perish  the  invaders,"  ag 
all  the  British  used  to  say  about  Freichmen  when 
they  wanted  to  protect  Spain,  m  Britain  protects" 
the  people  of  these  islands. 
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A  Picdmontese  paper  says  that  the  able  Jiig:lesi, 
tfcnt  to  Europe  by  M.  Dubourg,  bisUop  ot  Louisi- 
ant,  to  soiiciv  s'Jbsci'iptioiis  in  aid  ot  religious  pur- 
Siiiu,  luis  received  about  150,000  francs  of  ditter- 
ent  persons  the  pope  tnd  tbe  emperors  of  Rus- 
sia and  Austria  h;iving  given  about  20,000  Irancs 
each;  tlie  jiraiid  duke  of  Tuscany  11,740,  and  the 
sovereign  of  Lucca  10,200. 

The  Sclu.h  of  Persia  is  dead,  and  his  two  sons 
are  said  to  be  contendin|(  for  llie  tlirone. 

it  seems  con<irmed  thai  Ah  pactia  has  fallen— 
by  which  a  large  body  of  Turkisli  troops  may  now 
act  din^ctly  against  the  Greeks;  and  about  G0,000 
in  the  whole,  were  said  to  be  on  the  march  tor  the 
Morea  -a  force  that,  we  fear,  they  cannot  with- 
stand. 

The  Porte  has  been  stronsjly  urged  by  tlie  Aus. 
trian  minister  to  agree  to  the  terms  proposed  by 
Russia;  which  it  is  t'houf^htthat  he  would  do,  but  on 
account  of  the  Janissaries,  wlio  are  clamorous  lor 
Wnr  and  have  already  created  .seme  disturbances. 
There  were  aoout  60,000  troops  encamped  near 
Constantinople. 

A  wild  report  has  been  put  afloat  in  Europe,  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  American  congress  to 
furnish  the  Greeks  with  40,000  soldiers  and  a 
squadron  of  fripi'aiesi 


Spain  and  South  America. 

^essagi  Iron  th>^  president  ot  tiie  United  States, 
transmitting,  (in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the 
senate  of  the  25ia  inst,)  sundry  papers  rela- 
tive to  the  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  the  South  Am.incan  colonies.  April  26,  1822. 
■!Po  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

1  transmit  to  the  senate,  agreeably  to  their  reso- 
lution of  yesterd-iy,  a  report  from  the  secretary 
of  state,  with  copies  of  the  papers  requested  by 
that  res-'lulcion,  in  relation  to  the  recognition  of 
Qie  S.iuth  Vmerican  provinces.  JAS.  MONROE. 
JViishirgton,  26th  April,  1822. 

Department  of  state,  3St)i  April,  1822. 
The  secretary  of  stale,  to  w!iom  has  been  re- 
ferr.-d  a  resolution  of  the  senate,  of  this  day,  re- 
fiucsung  the  president  to  communicate  to  the  se- 
r.ale  any  information  he  may  have,  proper  to  be 
disclosed,  from  our  minister  at  Madrid,  or  from 
file  Spanish  minister  resident  in  this  country,  con- 
cerning the  views  of  Spain  relative  to  the  recog- 
jiition  of  the  independence  of  the  south  American 
Colonies,  and  of  the  dictamen  of  the  Spanish  cor- 
tes,  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  president  co- 
tries  of  the  papers particularlv  referred  to. 
'^  J  OHM  QUiNCY  ADAMS. 

lyCLOSrBF.S. 

The  Spanish  minister  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
Sth  March,  1822.     (Translation.) 

Secretary  of  state  to  tbe  Spanish  minister,  6th 
April,  1822. 

Spanish  minister  to  the  secretary  of  state,  11th 

April,  1822. 

Mr.  Forsvthto  the  secretary  of  state,  14th  Feb- 
ruarv,  1822.     (Extract.) 

Dictamen  of  the  cortes,  12th  February,  1822. 

[thanslatiow.] 
J)on  Joaquin  de  Anduaga  to  the  secretartt  of  stnte. 

Washington,  March  9, 1812. 
■Sin-  In  the  Kational  Intehigc-ncer  ot  this  day, 
I  have  seen  the  message  sent  by  the  president  to 
-  the  house  of  representatives,  in  wliich  he  proposes 
the  T  cognition,  by  the  United  States,  of  the  in- 
surgent govern  nents  of  Snaiiish  America.  How 
great  my  suriinse  >y«s>  m^  be  easily  judged  by 


any  one  acquainted  with  the  conduct  of  Spain  to- 
wards this  republic,  and  who  knows  the  immense 
sacrifices  wind)  she  has  made  to  preserve  her 
friendship.  In  fact,  who  could  tliink,  that,  in  re- 
turn for  the  cession  of  her  most  important  pro- 
vinces in  this  hemisphere;  for  the  forgetting  of 
the  plunder  of  her  commerce  by  American  citi- 
zens; for  the  privileges  granted  to  their  navy;  and 
for  as  great  proofs  of  frundship  as  one  nation  can 
give  atiother,  this  executive  would  propose  that 
the  insurrection  of  the  ultra  marine  possessions  of 
Spain  siiould  be  recognized?  And,  moreover,  will 
not  his  astonishment  be  augmented  to  see  that  this 
power  is  desirous  to  gi\e  the  destructive  exam- 
ple of  sanctioning  tlie  rebellion  of  provinces,  which 
liave  received  no  offence  from  the  mother  coun- 
try, to  those  to  whom  she  has  granted  a  participa- 
tion of  a  free  constitution,  and  t(i  whom  siie  has  ex- 
tended all  the  rights  and  pren-gatives  of  Spanish 
citizens?  In  vain  will  a  parallel  be  attempted  to 
be  drawn  between  the  emancipation  of  this  re- 
public, and  that  which  ll.e  Spanish  rebels  attempt; 
and  history  is  surHcientto  prove,  that  if  a  harassed 
and  persecuted  province  has  a  right  to  break  its 
chains,  others,  loaded  with  benshts,  elevated  to- 
the  high  rank  of  freemen,  ougfit  only  to  bless  and 
embrace  more  closely  the  protecting  country 
which  has  btstowi-d  such  favors  upon  them. 

But  even  admitting  that  morality  ought  to  yield 
to  policy,  what  is  thr  present  state  of  Spanish 
America,  and  what  are  its  governments,  to  eniiile 
them  to  recognition?  Buenos  Ayres  is  sunk  in  M 
the  most  complete  anarchy,  and  each  day  sees  fl 
new  despots  produced,  who  disappear  the  n>  xt. 
Peru,  conquered  by  a  rebel  army,  has  near  the 
gates  of  its  capita)  another  Spanish  army,  aided 
by  part  of  the  inhabitants.  In  Chili,  an  individual 
suppresses  the  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
his  violence  presages  a  sudden  change.  On  tlie 
coast  of  Firma,  also,  the  S|ianish  banners  wave, 
and  the  insurgent  generals  are  occupied  in  quar- 
relling with  their  own  compitriotF,  who  priier 
taking  the  part  of  a  free  power,  to  that  of  being 
the  slave  of  an  adrent'irer.  In  Mexico,  too,  there 
is  no  government,  and  the  result  of  the  questions 
which  the  chiefs  commanding  there  have  put  to 
Spain  is  not  known.  Where,  tlien,  are  those  go-  v 
vernments  which  ought  to  be  recognized?  Where  1 
the  pledges  of  their  staoility?  Where  the  proof 
that  these  provinces  will  not  return  to  a  union 
with  Spain,  when  so  many  of  their  inhabitants  de- 
sire it'  And.  in  hue,  where  the  right  of  the  U, 
States  to  sanction  and  declare  legitimate  a  rebel- 
lion, without  cause,  and  the  event  of  which  is  not 
even  decided? 

1  do  not  think  it  necessiry  to  prove,  that  if  the 
state  of  Spanish  America  were  such  as  it  is  repre- 
sented in  the  message;  that  if  the  existence  of  its 
governments  were  certain  and  established;  that 
if  the  impossibility  of  its  re  union  with  Spain  were 
so  indisputable;  and  that  if  the  justice  of  its  re- 
cognition were  90  evident,  tlie  powers  of  Europe, 
interested  in  gaining  the  friendship  of  countries  so  • 
important  for  their  commerce,  would  have  been 
negligent  in  fulfilling  it.  Rut,  seeing  how  distant 
the  prospect  is  of  even  this  result,  and  faithful  to 
tiie  ties  which  unite  them  with  Spain,  they  await 
the  issue  aC  the  contest,  and  abstain  from  doing  a 
gratuitous  injury  to  a  friendly  government,  the 
advantages  of  which  are  doubtful,  and  the  odium 
certain.  Such  will  be  that  which  Spain  will  I'e- 
ceive  from  the  United  States,  in  case  the  recogni- 
tion proposed  in  the  message  should  take  effect; 
1  and  posterity  will  b»no  less  liable  to  wonder,  tba 
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the  power  which  has  received  the  most  pi'oofb  of 
the  friendship  of  Spain,  should  be  tlie  one  dehght- 
ed  with  being  the  first  to  take  a  step,  which  could 
liave  only  been  expected  from  another  that  hud 
been  iujurei!. 

Aitfiougii  I  could  enlar^^e  upon  tliis  disagreeable 
subject,  i  tiiink  il  useless  to  do  so,  because  the 
sentiments  which  the  message  ought  to  excite  in 
the  breast  of  every  Spaniard,  can  be  no  secret  to 
you.  Those  which  tl)e  king  of  Spain  will  expe- 
rience, at  receiving  a  notihcation  so  unexpected, 
will  be  doubtless  very  disagreeable;  and  at  vhe 
same  time  that  I  hasten  to  communicate  it  to  his 
majesty,  I  think  i«  my  duty  to  pioiesl,  as  I  do  solemnly 
protest,  against  the  recognition  of  the  governments 
nwniioiied,  nf  the  insurgent  Spunish  proviyices  ofAme- 
rica,  by  the  United  Stales,  declaring  t/iai  it  can  in  no 
way,  no-a,  or  at  any  lime,  lessen  or  invalidate  in  the 
least  the  right  of  SpuiJi  to  the  said  provinces,  or  to 
empluy  vjhutever  means  may  be  jV;  her  po-wer  to  re-iinite 
them  to  the  rest  of  her  donr.nionsi, 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  be  pleased  to  lay  this  protest 
before  the  presidenv;  and  1  flatter  myself,  that, 
convinced  of  the  solid  reasons  which  have  dictated 
it,  he  will  suspend  the  measure  which  he  has  pro- 
posed to  co>  gress,  and  tlial  he  will  give  to  his  Ca- 
tholic majesty  this  proof  of  his  friendship  and  of 
his  justice. 

1  remain,  with  the  most  distinguished  considera- 
sion,  praying  God  to  guard  your  life  many  years, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JiJAQUlN  DE  ANDUAGA. 
JoHjf  Q,uiN"CT  Adams,  secretary  of  state. 

The  secretary  of  slate  to  the  minister  from  Spain, 
Department  of  state,  Washington,  6th  April,  1822. 

Sin:  Y(iur  letter  oftlieQibof  Miircti  wus,  imme- 
diately after  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  it,  laid 
before  the  president  of  tht  United  States,  by  whom 
jt  has  been  deliberately  considered,  and  by  whose 
direction  I  am,  in  replying  to  it,  to  assure  you  of 
the  earneslness  and  sincerity  with  which  this  go- 
vernment desires  lo  entertam  and  to  cultivate  the 
most  friereil}  relations  wiih  that  of  Spain. 

'1  his  disposition  lias  been  manifested  not  only  by 
the  uniform  course  of  the  United  States  in  their 
direct  political  and  commercial  intercourse  with 
Spain,  but  by  the  friendly  interest  which  they  have 
felt  in  the  welfare  of  the  Spanish  nation,  and  by 
the  cordial  sympathy  with  which  they  have  wit- 
nessed their  spirit  and  energy,  exerted  in  main- 
taining their  independence  of  all  foreign  contrgl, 
and  their  right  of  self  government. 

In  every  question,  relating  to  the  independence 
of  a  nation,  two  principles  are  involved,  one  oi 
right  and  the  other  of  fact.  The  former  exclusive- 
ly dependir.g  upon  the  determination  of  the  nation 
itself,  and  the  latter  resulting  from  the  successful 
execution  of  that  determination.  This  right  has 
been  recently  exercised,  as  well  by  tlie  Sijanish 
nation  in  Evirope,  as  by  several  of  those  countries 
in  the  American  hemisphere,  <vhich  had  for  two  or 
three  cenltiries  been  connected  as  colonies  with 
Spain.  In  the  conflicts  which  have  attended  these 
revolutions,  the  United  States  have  carefully  ab- 
stained from  taking  any  part  respecting  the  right 
of  the  nations  concerned  hi  them  to  maintain  or 
new  organize  their  own  political  constitutions,  and 
observing,  wherever  it  was  a  contest  by  arms,  the 
most  impartial  neutrality.  But  the  civil  war,  in 
which  Spain  was  for  some  years  involved  with  the 
inhabitants  of  her  colonies  in  America,  has,  in  sub- 
stance, ceased  to  exist.  Treaties,  equivalent  to  an 
acknowledgment  of  independence,  liave  been  con- 
cluded by  the  commanders  and  viee-roys  of  Spain 


herself,  with  vhe  repubhc  of  Colombia,  with  Mt-xico 
and  wuh  Peru;  while,  in  the  provinces  ot  La  Plata 
and  in  Chili,  no  Spanish  force  has  lor  several  years 
existed  to  dispute  the  indepei.dence  which  the  in- 
haLiitants  of  those  countries  had  declared. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  governme-.t  oP 
the  United  States,  tar  from  consulting  the  diciates 
of  a  policy  questionable  in  its  mora'ity,  has  yielded 
to  an  obligation  of  duty  of  the  highest  order,  by 
recognizing  as  independent  states,  nations  which, 
alter  deliberately  asserting  their  right  to  that  c!ia- 
racter,  had  maintained  and  established  it  against 
all  the  resistance  which  had  been  or  could  he 
brought  to  oppose  it.  This  recognition  is  neither 
intended  to  invalidate  any  right  of  Spain,  nor  to 
affect  the  employment  of  any  means  which  she 
may  yet  be  disposed  or  enabled  to  use,  with  the 
view  of  reuniting  those  provinces  to  the  rest  of 
her  dominions.  It  is  the  mere  acknowledgment  oi" 
existing  facts,  with  the  view  to  the  regular  esta- 
blishment with  the  nations  newly  formed,  of  those 
relations,  political  and  commercial,  which  it  is  the 
moral  obligation  of  civilized  and  Christian  nations 
to  entertain  reciprocally  with  one  another. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  discuss  with  you  a  de- 
tail of  facts,  upon  whicii  your  information  appears 
to  be  materially  different  from  that  which  has  been 
communicated  to  this  government,  and  is  of  public 
notoriety;  nor  the  propriety  of  the  denominations 
which  you  have  attributed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
South  American  provinces.  It  is  not  doubted,  that 
other  and  more  correct  views  of  the  whole  subject 
will  very  shortly  be  taken  by  your  government,  and 
that  it,  as  well  as  the  other  European  governments, 
will  shew  that  deference  to  the  example  of  the 
United  States,  which  you  urge  it  as  the  duty  or  the 
policy  of  the  United  States  to  shew  to  theirs.  The 
effect  of  the  example  of  one  independent  nation 
upon  the  councils  and  measures  of  another,  can  be 
just  only  so  far  as  it  is  voluntary;  and  as  the  United 
States  desire  that  their  example  should  be  follow- 
ed, so  it  is  their  intention'to  follow  that  of  others 
upon  no  other  principle.  They  confidently  rely 
tnat  the  time  is  at  hand  when  all  the  governments 
of  Europe,  friendly  to  Spain,  and  Spam  herseif,  will 
not  only  concur  in  the  acknowledgment  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  American  nations,  but  in  the 
sentiment,  that  nothing  will  t.-nd  more  eflTectually 
to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  Spain,  tlian  th^ 
universal  concurrence  in  that  recognition., 

1  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance,^. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS- 
Don  JoAa.  de  K'SDVi.Gx,  envoy  extraordinary,  He. 

[THASSLATlOJf.] 

Don  Joaquin  de  ,dnduaga  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Philadelphia,  11th  of  April,  1322. 

SiH:  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  note  of 
6th  instant,  in  which  you  were  pleased  to  inform 
me  that  this  government  has  recognized  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  insurgent  provinces  of  Spanish 
America.  I  despatched  immediately  to  Spain  one 
of  the  secretaries  of  this  legation,  to  carry  to  his 
majesty  news  as  important  as  unexpected;  and  un- 
til I  receire  his  royal  orders  upon  the  subject,  I 
have  only  to  refer  to  my  protest  of  tlie  9th  March 
last,  still  insisting  upon  its  contents,  as  if  its  sub-, 
stance  were  repeated  in  the  present  note. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  1  renew  the  assurance 
of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOACiUIN  DE  ANDUAGA. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  iecretari^^ 
of  state,  dated 

Madrid,  1-JiIi  of  February,  1822, 
"  I  have  the  honor  lo  enclose  'o  vou  a  hmri^ 
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franslation  of  the  last  dictamen  of  th:'  commission 
of  the  cortes,  on  the  affairs  of  Spanish  America, 
and  the  cleterminations  made  by  that  body." 
J)i<:tamen  of  tlie  commission  to  whom  it  was  refer- 
red to  report  on  the  stale  of  the  provinces  of 
Ultramar,  presented  February  12,  1822. 
The  commission  has  meditated  maturely  and  cir- 
Cnmspectly  on  the  proposition  of  the  minister  of 
Ultramar,  and,  after  having  heard  him,  has  consi- 
dered the  diverse  circumstances  in  which  the  pro- 
vinces of  both  Americas  are  at  present,  and  may 
be  found  hereafter;  the  fruitlessness  and  inefficacy 
of  the  commissions  that  have  been  directed  to  the 
government  established  in  them;  and  possessed 
with  the  noble  desire  that  the  same  may  not  again, 
with  the  waste  of  public  treasure  and  sacrifice  of 
humanity,  occur,  is  of  opinion  that  the  cortes  ought 
not  to  lose  time  in  considering  the  proposition  of 
the  ministry,  since  it  will  be  a  consequence  ot  tlie 
results;  and,  in  order  to  obtain  them,  the  govern- 
ment and  the  commissioners  it  elects,  ought  to  be 
authorized  to  hear  and  to  transmit  to  t!ie  legisia- 
tive  power,  every  class  of  propositions,  be  tliey 
■>yhat  they  may;  at  the  same  tine  it  judges  that  the 
national  decorum,  and  the  protection  which  in  jus- 
tice is  due  to  the  European  and  American  Spa- 
niards, call  for  the  establishment  of  a  basis,  useful 
and  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  tlie  Spams. 

Before  fixing  tiiis  basis,  and  that  it  may  be  as 
productive  to  the  conimon  felicity  as  policy  and 
the  national  honor  require,  the  commission  la\s 
down  the  fixed  principle,  that  this  new,  grand,  ;ind 
legitimate  path  for  pacific  comniunicalioos  being 
opened,  all  treaties  be  esteemed  of  no  value  nor 
efficacy  that  have  been  formed  between  Spanish 
cliiefs  and  American  governments,  which  ought  to 
be  understood  as  null,  as  they  have  been,  from 
their  origin,  as  respects  the  acknowledgment  of 
independence;  inasmuch  as  they  were  not  autlio- 
»ized,  nor  could  such  authority  be  given  them,  un- 
less by  previous  declaration  of  the  cortes. 

The  commissioners  may  hear  all  the  propositions 
dat  may  be  made  to  them,  in  order  to  transmit 
them  to  the  metropolis,  excepting  such  as  take- 
away, or  limit  in  any  manner,  the  absolute  right 
of  the  European  and  American  Spaniards,  residing 
m  whatever  part  of  the  ultramarine  provinces,  to 
remove  and  dispose  of  their  persons,  families,  and 
properties,  as  they  may  think  proper,  without  be 
ing  oppostd  by  any  obstacle  or  measure  that  might 
prove  injurious  to  their  fortunes.  With  this  ex 
pianation,  the  commission  reproduces  its  anterior 
diclai.en,  and  the  cortes  will  resolve  what  may  be 
most  proper. 

Signed  by  Espijra,  Ciiesla,  Alvarez  Escuden,  To. 
renOfJiloscoso,  Oliver,  J\Iiirphy,J\'avarette  Paid 
The  particular  vote  of  the  Senor  Oliver,  propo- 
ses to  add  the  following  clause  to  the  dictamen: 

•'  That  it  ought  to  be  understood  as  not  affecting 
ilie  responsibility  which  persons,  whoever  they 
may  be,  may  have  incurred  in  this  affair,  nor  tlie 
rights  of  the  Spanish  nation,  represented  by  the 
cortes  and  the  kii^g." 

Tht  particular  vote  of  the  Senors  Mo=cnso,  To- 
reno,  and  Espiga,  proposes  the  following  additions 
to  {he  dictamen: 

•'  1st,  That  the  cortes  declare,  that  the  treaty, 
called  that  of  Cordova,  celebrated  between  gen. 
O'Donoju  and  the  chief  of  the  dissidents  in  New 
Spam,  don  \ugustin  Iiurbide,  as  well  as  any  other 
att  fir  stipulation  relative  to  the  recognition  ot 
THexican  indep  -ndence  by  that  general,  are  ille- 
g-itimaie  and  null  in  their  effects  as  to  the  Spanish 
g'pVfernmeBt  and  itrs  aubjects.- 


"2d.  That  the  Spanish  government,  by  a  decla. 
ration  to  all  others  with  vvluch  it  has  friendly  rela- 
tions,  make  knoan  to  them,  that  the  Spanish  nation 
will  regard  at  any  epoch,  as  a  violation  of  the  trea- 
ties,  the  recognition,  either  partial  or  absolute,  of 
the  independence  of  the  Spanisti  provinces  of  Ul- 
tramar, so  long  ds  the  dissensions  whicti  exist  be- 
tween some  of  them  and  the  metropolis  are  not 
terminated;  with  whatever  else  may  serve  to  con- 
vince foreign  governments  that  S,jaiii  has  not  yet 
renounced  any  ef  the  rights  belonging  to  it  in 
those  countrits 

"  3d.  rhat  the  government  be  recommended  to 
take  all  possiole  me.  sures,  without  any  delay,  to 
preserve  and  reinforce  those  points  of  the  provin- 
ces of  Ultramar,  that  remain  united  to  the  metro- 
polis, obedient  to  its  authority,  or  that  resist  tlis 
separation  from  it  by  the  dissidents;  proposi.ig  te 
I  he  cortes  the  resources  it  requires  and  are  not  at 
its  disposal. 

"  4th.  That  the  cortes  declare  that  tke  provinces 
of  Ultramar,  that  have  declared  their  independence 
of  the  metropolis,  or  do  not  acknowledge  de  facto 
the  supremacy  of  the  government  of  it,  ought  not 
to  have  deputies  in  the  cortes  during  their  continu* 
ance  in  this  state." 

The  additional  vote  of  Senors  Murphy,  Navar^ 
reteand  Paul,  to  the  anterior  dictamen,  slates,  tiiat 
it  is  tiieir  opinion,  that,  in  case  of  the  approbation 
by  the  cortvs  of  ttie  dictamen  of  the  commission^ 
they  should  not  approve  the  additional  votes  pre- 
sented by  some  individuals  of  it,  as  being  contrary 
to  the  ends  propusid  by  the  same  commission,  biit 
should  put  in  execution  the  measures  included  in 
the  dictamen  without  delay,  without  prejudice  ta 
what  the  ordinary  cortes  m;iy  opportunely  resolve 
upon,  wliatever  else  they  may  esteem  convenient. 

After  a  short  discussion,  whetht^r  the  dictamen 
should  be  discussed  by  itself  or  with  tlie  additional 
votes,  it  was  determined  that  the  dictamen  of  the 
co'Timifsion  should  be  first  discussed.  During  the 
discussion,  propositions  to  the  following  tffect  were 
presented  by  tlie  Senor  -^alanot,  viz: 

«  !  hat  the  cortes,  with  a  generosity  peculiar  to 
the  constitutional  system  by  which  we  are  govern, 
ed,  and  for  the  general  interest  of  the  Spaniartlsof 
both  worlds,  declare  tiie  independence  of  all  those 
provinces  of  both  Americas  that  actually  are  so  at 
this  day,  on  comiition  th.-t  each  one  of  those  go- 
vernments pays  an  annual  subsidy  in  recompence 
of  the  rights  which  are  renounced;  t.iat  a  treaty  of 
commerce  be  formed  on  the  basis  most  convenient 
to  the  reciiirocal  iiileresls  of  the  American  and 
peninsular  Spaniards;  tiiat  all  hostilities  be  com- 
pletely  suspended  until  this  treaty  is  completely 
approved;  that  all  the  Spaniards  who  may  wish  to 
retire  to  the  peninsula,  may  do  so  freely,  with  all 
the  funds  belo..ging  to  them,  without  being  obliged 
to  pay  any  duty  whatever;  that  any  Spaniard  who 
wishes  to  live  iv  America,  shall  have  pres-rved  to 
him  the  enjoyment  of  all  his  rights  and  prop. ny; 
thai  every  Spaniard  who  may  have  been  deprived 
of  his  property  and  of  his  rights,  in  consequence 
of  the  anterior  disturbances,  shall  be  reinstated  in 
them;  that  all  the  wealth  and  property  belonging 
to  Euro[)ean  Spain  shall  remain  at  its  disposal,  and 
be  removed  to  the  peninsula  at  the  expense  of 
America;  that  all  the  troops  that  are  actually  in 
America,  belonging  to  European  Spain,  shall  be 
maintained  in  the  same  points  at  the  cost  of  the 
American  government  until  the  ratification  of  this 
treaty;  that  European  Spain  may  dispose  of  the 
navai  force  it  has  in  America;  and  that  there  be 
established  a  confederation,  composed  of  the  Ame< 
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isican  gfovtrnajents  under  tiie  protection  of  Euro- 1 
pean  Spain,  upon  the  basis  that  msiy  be  most  con- 
venieni.anvi  guaranteed  as  miiv  be  accorded." 

Scnor  M.moz  loreno  demanded  that  the  author 
©f'hese  propositions  should  withdraw  them  imme- 
diateiy,  as  he  had  no  powr  rs  to  authorize  his  mak- 
ing them,  or  it"  he  had,  to  exhibit  them.  I'he  cortes 
accorded,  that  tht-se  propositions  should  be  with- 
drawn, as  contrary  to  the  powers  given  to  them  by 
the  consiitution. 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  cortes  approv- 
ed 'ij  the  dict«men  as  proposed  by  the  com  t  ission. 

On  t'le  followmpj  day  the  particular  votes  were 
^isunsse.i  and  <lecided  us  tollows: 

Thai  of  -enor  Oliver  was  not  admitted  to  a  vote. 

That  of  Senors  Moscoso,  Espiga,  and  i  oreno — 
fhe  three  first  articles  approved,  and  the  fourth 
withdrawn  by  its  author. 


North  West  Coast. 

^lessaj^e  from  the  piesulent  oj  ./<c   United  States  to 
the  house  of  representatives. 

To  the  bouse  of  representatives  of  the  United  States} 

I'l  coin|)liaace  wun  a  resoluuuii  of  tiie  house  of 
pepresentaiives  of  the  16th  of  February  last,  re. 
questing  tlie  president  of  the  United  Stales  "to 
conmuMicate  to  that  house  v/hether  any  foreign 
government  has  made  claim  to  any  part  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  Slates  upon  the  coast  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  north  of  the  42d  degree  of  latitude, 
and  to  wliat  extent;  whetiier  any  regulations  have 
been  made  by  foreign  powers  affecting  the  trade 
on  tliat  coast,  and  Uow  tar  it  affects  ilie  interests 
of  this  republic;  and  whether  any  comnuinications 
bave  been  made  to  this  government  by  foreign 
P'lwers,  touching  ihe  contpmpbted  occupation  of 
C'l]  imbia  river;"  1  now  transmit  a  report  from  the 
secretary  of  state,  cotitainuig  tlie  informution  eiv- 
braced  ?5y  tliat  resolution,  JAMES   MONROE. 

fFushin^ton,  Jjnil  15,  1822. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  13th  April,  1822. 

Tite  secrei-.iry  ol  stale,  to  Aliom  hns  ben  refer- 
red the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  16th  of  February  last,  requesting  the  pre- 
3Hent  of  the  United  States  "to  communicate  to 
that  house  whetiier  any  foreign  government  has 
made  claim  to  any  part  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  ocean, 
nortli  of  the  42d  degree  of  latitude,  and  to  what 
extent  whether  any  regulations  have  been  macle 
by  foreign  powers  affecting  the  trade  on  that  coast, 
and  how  far  it  affects  the  interests  of  this  repub- 
lie — and  whetiier  any  communications  have  been 
made  to  this  government  by  foreign  powers,  touch- 
ing the  contemplated  occupation  of  the  Columbia 
river;"  lias  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  president 
sundry  papers  containing  the  information  embrac- 
ed by  the  resolution. 

At  the  time  when  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
occupation  of  the  Columbia  river  was  presented  to 
the  consideration  of  congress,  at  their  last  session, 
the  minister  of  Great  Britain,  at  two  several  inter- 
views with  the  secretary  of  state,  suggested  that 
Great  FJr.tain  had  claims  on  the  Vorth-West  Coast 
of  America,  with  which  he  conceived  that  such 
occupation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  would 
conflict;  and  requested  to  be  informed  what  were 
the  intentions  of  the  government  of  the  I'nited 
States,  in  this  respect.  The  secretary  of  state  de 
clined  answ<.'ring  those  inquiries,  or  discussing 
those  claims,  otherwise  than  in  writing.  Mut  no 
written  communication  upon  the  subject  has  been 
received.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


List  of  papers  transmitted  -with  the  foregoing  reporl.. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Baker,  charge  d'affaires  from 
Great  Britain,  19th  July,  1815. 

Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Monroe,  2Sd  July,  1815. 

Mr.  Bagot  to  Mr.  Adams,  26th  November,  1817^ 

Mr.  Rush  to  the  same,  (extracts),  14th  of  Februa- 
ry. 1818. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Rush,  (same),  20th  of  May 
1818.  '•' 

Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adams,  25th  of  July,  1818. 

Mr.  Prevost  to  same,  11th  of  November,  1818, 
Enclosures  from  .Mr,  Prevost. 

A.  Act  of  surrender  and  acknowledgment. 

B.  Sketch  of  the  settlement  of  Fort  George,  with 
the  cleared  land. 

6.  Mr.  Keith  to  Mr.  Prevost. 
b.  Mr.  Prevost  to  Mr   Keith. 

C.  Chart  of  the  entrance  into  Columbia  river. 

D.  Plan  of  the  establish.nent  made  by  the  Ku3; 
sians  south  of  Cape  Mendocino,  about  7  leagu«5 
north  of  Bodega. 

E.  Note  and  authorities. 

Thec.ievalier  de  Puletica  to  Mr.  Adams,  (trana* 
lalion),  llth  of  Feb.  1822. 

Edict  of  his  imperial  m  jesty. 

Mr.  \dams  to  the  chevalier  de  Poletica,  25th  df 
Feb. 1822. 

The  chevalier  de  Poletica  to  Mr.  Adams,  (transit 
lation),  28th  of  Feb.  1822. 

vir.  Adams  to  the  chevalier  de  Poletica,  30th  of 
.March,  1822. 

The  chevalier  de  Poletica  to  Mr.  Adams,  (traos^ 
la'.ion),  2d  of  April,  1822. 

[Not  having  room  for  all  the  documents  accom* 
panying  the  report,  we  postpone  all  the  corree. 
po:.dence  with  the  Briiisii  authorities,  which  ter» 
nuuated,  in  1818,  in  tiie  surrender  of  a  post  occu* 
pied  by  them  on  the  Columbia  river;  and  present 
to  our  readers  the  pap  rs  which  are  of  more  recent, 
date,  and  of  more  immediate  interest.] 

THASSLATlOJf. 

The  chevalier  Puletica  to  the  secretary  of  ^Uite, 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extruordinary  and  mi- 
nister  plenipotentiary  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of 
all  the  Russias,  in  consequence  of  orders  wliich  have 
lately  reached  him,  hastens  herewith  to  transmit  to 
.Mr.  Adams,  secretary  of  state  in  the  department 
■-f  foreign  affairs,  a  printed  copy  of  the  regulation 
adopted  by  the  Russian  .\merican  Company,  ancj 
sanctioned  by  his  imperial  majesty,  relative  to 
foreign  commerce  in  the  waters  bordering  the 
establishments  of  the  said  company  on  the  Nortb 
West  Coast  of  America. 

I'he  undersigned  conceives  it  to  be,  moreover, 
his  duty  to  inform  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  imperial 
government,  in  adopting  this  regulation,  supposes 
that  a  foreign  ship,  which  shall  have  sailed  from  a 
European  port,  after  the  1st  of  March,  1822.  or 
from  one  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States  after 
the  1st  of  July,  of  the  same  year,  cannot  lawfully 
pretend  ignorance  of  these  new  measures. 

The  undersigned  eagerly  embraces  this  occasion 
of  offering  to  .Mr.  Adams  the  assurance  of  his  higji 
consideratioii- 

PIERRE  DE  POLETICA. 
Mr.  .\dams,  secretary  of  state. 

IFashiii^ton,  llth  February,  1822. 

[Here  follows  a  copy  of  the  edict,  of  which  nty. 
tice  has  been  heretofore  taken.] 

The  secretary  of  state  to  Jdr.  Poletica. 
Department  of  state,  Washington,  'J5th  February,  1822. 
Sin:  1  have  liad  the  tionor  of  receiving  your  note 
of  the  llth  inst.  enclosing  i  printed  copy  of  the 
regulatiwng  adopted  by  the  Ku^sian  Apjierican  ^nrr.- 
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pany,  and  sanctioned  by  his  imperial  majesty,  re- 
JaUiig  lo  the  commerce  ot  foreigners  in  the  waters 
bord'eriiig  on  the  eslabhshments  of  that  company, 
upon  the  North  West  Co;ist  of  Armerica. 

1  am  directed  b>  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  inform  you,  that  he  has  seen  <a  itii  surprize 
in  this  edict,  the'  assertion  of  a  territorial  clauTi  on 
the  part  of  Russia,  extendii.f,'  to  the  5lsi  degree 
of  north  lalituae  on  this  continent:  and  a  regula 
tion  interdicting  to  all  commercial  vessels,  other 
than  Ilussian,  upon  the  penalty  of  seizure  and  con 
liscation,  the  approach  upon  tiie  high  seas,  within 
one  Inindreti  Italian  miles  of  the  shore*  to  which 
that  claim  is  m  icJe  to  apply.  The  relations  of  the 
United  States  with  his  imperial  majesty,  have  al- 
ways been  of  the  most  friendly  chai  acter;  ard  it  is 
the  earnest  desire  of  the  government  to  preserve 
them  in  that  state.  It  was  expected,  before  any  act 
•which  should  define  the  boundary  between  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  and  Russia,  on  this 
continent,  that  the  same  would  have  beenarrang. 
ed,  by  treaty,  between  the  parties.  To  exclude 
the  vessels  of  our  citizens  from  the  shore,  beyond 
the  ordinary  distance  to  which  the  terntorial  juris- 
diction extt-nds,  has  excited  still  greater  surprize. 

This  ordinance  affects  so  deeply  the  rights  of  tlie 
United  States,  and  of  their  citizens,  that  I  am  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  you  are  authorized  to 
give  explanations  of  the  grounds  of  right,  upon 
principles  generally  recognized  by  the  laws  and 
usages  of  nations,  which  can  warrant  the  claims 
and  regulations  contained  in  it. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  assure  you  of 
my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
The  chevalier  de  Poletica, 

Envoy  extraordiiiury  and 

minister plenipntenlinry from  Russia. 

[TR-INSLATIOX.] 

The  cher<alier  de  Poledca  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Sin:  I  received,  two  days  since,  the  letter  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  on  the  same 
day,  by  order  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
in  answer  to  my  note  of  the  11th  current,  by  which 
1  discharged  the  orders  of  my  government  in  com- 
municating to  you  the  new  regulation  adopted  by 
the  Russian  American  Company,  and  sanctioned  by 
liis  majesty  tiie  emperor,  my  august  sovereign,  on 
the  4th  (16th)  of  September,  1821,  relative  to  io- 
reign  commerce  in  the  waters  wnich  border  upon 
the  establishments  of  the  said  company  on  tiie 
North- West  Coast  of  America. 

Readily  yielding,  sir,  to  the  desire  expressed  by 
vou  in  your  letter,  of  knowing  the  rights  and  prin- 
ciples upon  which  are  founded  the  determinate 
limits  of  the  Russian  possessions  on  the  North- 
"West  Coast  of  America,  from  Behring's  Strait  to 
the  51*  of  north  latitude,  I  am  happy  to  fulfil  this 
task  by  only  calling  your  attention  to  the  following 
historical  facts,  the  authenticity  of  which  cannot 
be  contested.  The  first  discoveries  of  the  Russians 
on  the  north-west  continent  of  America,  go  back 
to  t'le  time  of  the  emperor  Peter  I.  They  belong 
to  the  attempt  made  towards  the  end  of  the  reign 
of  this  great  monarch,  to  find  a  passage  from  the 
icy  sea  into  the  Pacific  ocean. 

In  1728,  the  celebrated  captain  Behring  made 
his  first  voyage. 

The  recital  of  his  discoveries  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  the  government,  and  the  empress  Anne 
eutrusted  to  captain  T5eliring  (1741)  a  new  expedi- 
tion in  these  same  latitudes.  She  sent  with  him 
the  academicians,  Gme/in,  Delile  tie  la  Crayere, 
^fuller,  Sleller,  Fisher,  Krasilnicoffy  Kneclieninicoff, 


and  others,  and  the  first  chart  of  tlicse  countries 
which  is  known,  was  tlie  result  of  their  labors,  pub- 
lished in  1758.  Besides  the  strait  which  Dears  the 
name  of  the  chief  of  this  expedition,  he  discover- 
ed a  great  part  of  the  islands  which  are  found  be- 
tween the  two  continents.  Cape  or  Mount  St. 
Elias,  which  still  bears  Litis  name  upon  all  the 
charts,  was  so  called  by  captain  Behring,  who  dis- 
covered it  on  the  day  of  tlie  feast  of  thissdiu,  and 
his  second,  captain  Tciiiricofi",  pushed  his  discove- 
ries as  far  as  the  49ih  degree  i'f  north  latitude. 

The  first  privnte  expeditions,  undertaken  upon 
the  North  West  Coast  of  America,  go  back  as  far 
astne  year  1743. 

In  1763,  the  Russian  establishments  had  already 
extended  as  far  aa  the  island  of  Kodiack,  or  Kich- 
tak.)  In  1778,  Cook  found  them  at  Ounal:Hs!ika, 
and  some  Russian  inscriptions  at  Kodiak  Vancou- 
ver saw  the  Russian  establishment  in  the  Bay  of 
Kinai.  In  fine,  captains  Mirs,  Portlock,  Li  Pey- 
rouse,  unanimously  attest  the  existence  of  Russian 
establishments  in  these  latitudes. 

If  the  imperial  government liad,  at  the  time,  pub« 
lished  the  discoveries  m?tA:-  by  the  Russia  i  ivi- 
gators,  after  Behring  and  Tchiricoff,  viz:  Chio.li'  ff^ 
Serebreanicnff,  Krassilinicnff,  Paycff,  PotnhC'.r  J^, 
Luzercff,  JMediuedeff,  Solo-wieff  Lexvn!>k'ff,  Kreniisin, 
and  others,  no  one  could  refuse  to  Russia  tbt  ri^ht 
of  first  discovery,  nor  could  even  any  one  deny  ser 
that  of  first  occujiation. 

Moreover,  when  D.  Jose  Martinez  was  sent,  in 
1789,  by  the  court  of  Madrid  to  forii  an  '-S'a'.jlisii- 
ment  in  Vancouver's  fslanl,  and  to  ;■,  nov.^  *ori;ign- 
ers  from  thence,  under  the  pretext  tliat  all  that 
coast  belonged  to  Spain,  he  gave  not  the  leasi  dis- 
turbance to  the  Russian  colonies  and  naviga'urs. 
Yet  the  Spanish  government  was  not  ignorant  of 
their  existence;  for  this  very  Vlartiaez  had  viiited 
them  the  year  btfore.  The  report  which  captain 
Malespina  made  of  the  results  of  t^is  voyage,  proves 
that  the  Spaniards  very  well  knew  of  the  Russian 
colwnies;  and  in  this  very  report  it  is  sera  that  the 
court  of  Madrid  anknowledRvdihat  its  po'jse..sKMis 
upon  the  coast  (  ("  tSe  Pacific  oce.-m  oujiiil  not  to 
extend  to  the  north  of  Cape  tiliiic,  takenfrom  tiie 
point  of  Trinity,  situated  under  42"  50*  of  north 
latitude. 

When,  in  1789,  the  emperor  Paul  I.  gran'ed  to 
the  present  American  compi^ny  its  fii'st  charter, 
he  gave  it  the  exclusive  possession  of  tlie  North- 
west Coast  of  America,  which  belon,ged  to  Russia, 
from  the  55lh  degree  of  north  latitude  to  Beii- 
ring's  Strait.  He  permitted  them  to  extend  tlieir 
discoveries  to  the  south,  and  tliere  to  form  estab- 
lishments, provided  they  did  not  encroach  upon 
the  territory  occupied  by  other  powers. 

This  act,  when  made  public,  excited  no  claim  on 
the  part  of  other  cabinets,  not  even  on  that  of  Ma- 
drid, which  confirms  tiiat  it  did  not  extend  its 
pretensions  to  the  60th  degree. 

When  the  government  of  the  United  States  treat- 
ed with  Spain  for  the  cession  of  a  part  of  tlie 
Northwest  Coast,  it  was  able  to  acquire  by  tlie 
treaty  of  Washington,  the  rigiit  to  all  that  belong- 
ed to  the  Spaniards  north  of  the  42d  degree  of  la- 
titude; but  this  treaty  says  nothing  positive  con- 
cerning tlie  northern  boundary  of  tliis  cession,  be- 
cause, in  fact,  Spain  well  knew  that  slie  could  not 
say,  that  the  coast  as  far  as  the  60th  degree  belong- 
ed to  her. 

From  this  faithful  exposition  of  known  facts,  it 
is  easy,  sir,  as  appears  to  me,  to  draw  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  rights  of  Russia  to  the  extent  of  tlie 
North-West  Coast,  specified  in  the  regulation  of 
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the  Russian  American  Company,  resi  upon  tlie 
three  bases  required  by  the  £;^eneral  law  of  nations, 
and  immemorial  iisuge  among-  naiions;  that  is, 
upon  the  title  of  first  discovery,  tipon  the  title  of 
first  occupation;  and,  in  tlie  last  place,  upon  that 
wliich  results  from  a  peaceable  and  uncontested 
possession  of  more  than  half  a  century;  an  epoch, 
consequently,  several  years  anterior  to  that  when 
the  United  States  took  their  place  amo:iif  inde- 
pendent n:itioi,s. 

It  is,  moreover,  evident  that,  if  the  rip^lit  to  the 
possession  of  a  certain  extent  of  the  \oitli-\Vesl 
Coilt  of  \merica,  claimetl  by  the  Unite. I  States, 
only  devolves  upon  them  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of 
Washins^ton,  of  tlie  22d  of  February,  1819,  and  I 
believe  it  would  be  lirKcult  to  malce  g-ood  any 
OtUer  title,  this  treaty  could  not  confer  upon  the 
American  i^overnment  any  rigflit  of  claim  a.sjainst 
tho  limits  assijjned  to  the  Russian  Dossessions  upon 
th?»  same  coast,  bc.uise  Spain  herself  had  never 
prete-nded  to  a  si-nd.^r  rig-lit. 

Tlie  imperial  f^overnment,  in  assig-ning  for  li- 
iTiits  to    the   Russian   possessions   on   the   North- 
West  Coast  of  America,  on  the  one  side   of  Reh- 
ring's   Strait,  and  on   the   other,  the  51st  degree 
of  Rortb  latitude,  has  only  made  a  moderate  use 
of  a-v  incontestible  right,  since  tlie  Russian  naviga- 
tors, who  were  the  Hrstto  explore  that  part  of  the 
American  continent   in  1741,   pushed  their  disco- 
very as  far  as  the  49th  degree  of  north   latitude. 
The   51st  degree,  therefore,  is   no   more   than   a 
mean  point  between  the  Russian  establishment  of  I 
New  Archangel,  situated   under  the  57tli  degree, 
and  the  American  colony  at  tlie  mouth  of  tlie  Co  ' 
kimbia,  which  is  found  under  the  46th  degree  of 
the  same  latitude. 

All  these  considerations  united,  have  concurred 
in  inspiring  the  i>nperial  government,  with  an  en- 
tire conviction,  that,  in  the  last  arrangements  adopt- 
ed in  Russia,  relative  to  her  possessions  on  the 
North- West  Coast,  the  legitimate  right  of  no  fo- 
reign power  has  been  infringed.  In  this  convic- 
tion, the  emperor,  my  august  sovereign,  hasjudg 
ed  that  his  good  right,  and  the  obligation  imposed 
by  Providence  upon  him  to  protect,  with  all  his 
po  ver,  the  interests  of  his  subjects,  sufficiently 
justified  the  measures  last  taken  by  his  imperial 
m.-jesly  in  favor  of  the  Russian  American  Compa- 
ny, without  its  being  necessary  to  clothe  them 
Witti  the  sanction  of  treaties. 

I  shall  be  more  succinct,  sir,  in  the  expoiition 
of  the  motives  which  determined  the  imperial  go- 
vernment to  prohibit  foreign  vessels  from  ap- 
proaching the  North- West  Coasts  of  \merica  be 
longing  to  Russia,  within  the  distance  of  at  least 
lOU  Italian  nides.  Tiiis  measure,  however  severe 
k  may  at  first  view  a|)pear,  is  after  all  but  a  mea- 
sure of  prt'vention  It  is  exclusivelv  directed 
against  the  culpable  enterprises  of  foreign  adven- 
turers, who,  not  content  with  ext-rcising,  upon  the 
coasts  above  mentioned,  an  illicit  trade,  very  pre- 
judicial to  the  rights  reserved  entirely  to  the  Rus- 
sian American  Company,  take  upon  them  besides, 
to  furnish  arms  and  ammunition  to  the  natives  in 
the  Russian  possessions  in  America,  exciting  them, 
likewise,  in  every  manner  to  resistance  and  revolt 
against  the  authorities  there  established. 

The  American  government  doubtless  recollects 
that  the  irregular  conduct  of  these  adventurers,  a 
majority  of  whom  was  composed  of  Am'  rican  citi- 
zens, has  been  the  object  of  the  most  pressing  re- 
monstrances on  the  part  of  Russia,  to  the  federal 
government,  from  the  time  that  diplomatic  mis- 
sions were  organised  betwesfi  tjiie  t\yo  cquntries. 


rhese  remonstrances,  repeated  at  different  time% 
i-emain  cons' HMtly  without  eff-ct,  and  theinconve- 
nienc-s,  to  which  they  ouglii  lo  bring  a  remedy, 
continue  lo  increase. 

Tile  i.m penal  governmetit,  respecting  the  inten- 
tions of  the  .\:nerican  governinent,  has  alwavsab- 
stained  from  attributing  ttie  ill  succesri  of  its  re» 
monstrances  to  any  motiv^.s  than  those  whicli  f^ow, 
if  I  may  he  allowed  the  xpressinn.  from  tnf  v«ry 
iia-urc  of  the  iustiulions  vviiich  govi'rii  the  na- 
tional niTa  rs  of  tlie  Vnencan  federation,  ftut  th& 
high  opinion  winch  the  eripi^ror  has  always  enter- 
tained of  the  rectitude  of  the  .\merican  go\ern- 
ment,  cannot  exempt  him  from  the  care  wljichhis 
se:ise  ot  jusiice  to.vards  his  own  subjects  imposes 
upon  iiim.  Pacific  means  not  having  brought  any 
alleviation  to  the  just  grievances  of  the  Russian 
\meric:ui  compiiiy,  against  foreign  n-.vigation  io 
the  waters  which  enviro",  their  establishtnents  on 
the  North- West  Coistof  America,  \hf  imperial  go- 
vernment saw  itself  under  tlie  necessity  oi' having 
recourse  to  the  means  of  coercion,  and  of  mcasir- 
ing  the  rigor  according  to  the  inveterate  charactet^ 
of  the  evil  to  which  it  wis'ied  to  put  a  stop.  Yet 
it  is  easy  to  discover,  on  e.Kamining  closely  the  last 
regulation  of  the  Russian  American  Company,  that 
no  spirit  of  hostility  had  any  thing  to  do  with  its 
formation,  The  most  minute  precautions  have 
been  taken  in  it  to  prevent  abuses  of  authority  oa 
the  part  of  coiriinanders  of  Russian  cruisers  ap^ 
pointed  for  the  execution  of  said  regulation.  At 
tiie  same  time,  it  lias  not  been  neglected  to  give  a^l 
the  timely  publicity  necessary  to  put  those  on  the^ 
guard  against  whom  the  measure  is  aimed. 

Its  action,  therefore,  can  only  reach  the  foreiga 
vessels,  which,  in  spite  of  the  notification,  will  ex- 
pose themselves  to  seizure  by  infringing  upon  the 
line  marked  out  in  tfie  r'gulation.  The  govern- 
ment flatters  itself  that  these  cases  will  be  ve^ 
rare;  if  all  remains  as  at  present — not  one. 

I  ought,  in  the  last  place,  to  request  }ou  to  con- 
sider, sir,  that  the  Russian  possessions,  in  the  Paci- 
fic ocean,  extend  on  the  North  West  Coast  of  Amst 
rica,  from  Behring's  Strait  to  the  5lst  degree  o 
north  latitude,  and  on  the  opposite  sida  of  Asia 
and  the  islands  adjacent  from  the  saiiie  strait  to 
the  45th  degree.  The  extent  of  sea,  of  which, 
these  pcssessions  form  the  limits,  comprehends  all 
the  conditions  which  are  or.linarily  attached  to 
s/iul  seas  (  Mcrs  fermees)  and  tlie  Rus.ijian  govern* 
inent  might  consequently  judge  itself  autliorized 
to  exercise  upon  this  sea  the  righ.s  of  sovereignty, 
and  especially  that  of  entirely  interdictiag  the  en- 
trance of  foreigners.  Bat  it  preferre:!  only  assert- 
ing Its  essential  riglit  without  taking  any  advantage 
of  localities. 

The  emperor,  my  august  sovereigti,  sets  a  very 
high  value  cqjon  the  m.tinteiuuice  of  the  relations 
of  amity  and  good  understanding,  which  have  till 
now  subsisted  btitwecr.  the  countries.  The  dispo- 
sitions of  his  imj)eri;il  majesty  in  this  regard  have 
never  failed  appearing?,!  all  times,  when  an  occa- 
sion iias  presented  itself  in  tlie  ptiiilical  relations 
of  the  United  States  wilii  the  Kiiropfan  powers^ 
and,  surely,  in  the  mirlstof  a  general  peace,  Rus- 
sia does  not  think  of  ,'uming  a  blow  at  the  mari- 
time interests  of  the  United  Statt>s,  she  who  has 
constantly  respected  them  in  those  ditScult  cir- 
cu  nstances  in  whici*  Kirope  has  been  seen  to  be 
placed  in  thetlje  lattel-times,  and  the  infltiece  of 
which  the  Unitetl  Stites  have  been  unable  to  avert; 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  hicrh  cnnsidera" .oiij 
sir.  !kc.  PIKRR  DE  l'0!mS>TlSl*r*  " 
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The  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  de  Poletica. 

Department  ot  state,  Washington,  30th  March,  1822. 

SiK:  1  have  had  the  honor  ot  receiving  your  iei- 
t'er  of  the  28th  ult.  which  has  been  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States. 

From  the  deduction  which  it  contains  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  articles  of  regulation  of 
the  Russian  American  Compiiny  have  now,  for  the 
first  time,  extended  the  claim  of  Russia  on  the 
North- West  Coast  of  America,  to  the  31st  degree 
of  north  latitude,  its  only  foundation  appears  to  be 
the  existence  of  the  small  settlement  of  Nov 
Archangelsk,  situated,  not  on  the  American  coi.ti- 
nent,  but  upon  a  small  island,  in  latitude  57.  And 
the  principle  upon  which  you  state  that  this  claim 
is  now  advanced,  is,  that  the  51st  degree  is  equi- 
distant  from  the  settlement  ot  Nov  Archangelsk 
and  the  establishment  of  the  United  States  at  the 
mouth  of  Colunibia  river.  But  from  tlie  same  state 
ment  it  appears,  that,  in  the  year  1799,  the  limits 
prescribed  by  the  emperor  [^aul  to  the  Russian 
American  Company,  were  fixed  at  the  55th  de- 
gree of  latitude;  and  that,  in  assuming  now  the  la- 
titude of  51,  a  new  pretension  is  asserted,  to  which 
no  settlement,  made  since  the  year  1799,  has 
given  the  color  of  a  sanction. 

This  pretension  is  to  be  considered,  not  only 
with  reference  to  the  question  of  territorial  ri^ht, 
but  also  to  that  prohibition  to  the  vessels  of  other 
nations,  including  those  of  the  United  States,  to 
approach  within  one  hundred  Italian  miles  of  the 
coasts.  From  the  period  of  the  existence  of  the 
United  States  as  an  independent  nation,  their  ves- 
sels have  freely  navigated  those  seas,  and  the 
right  to  navigate  them  is  a  part  of  that  indepen- 
dence. 

With  regard  to  the  suggestion,  that  the  Russian 
government  might  have  justified  the  exercise  of 
sovereignty  over  the  Pacific  ocean,  as  a  close  sea, 
because  it  claifrts  territory  both  on  its  American 
and  Asiatic  shores,  it  may  suffice  to  say,  that  tiie 
distance  from  shore  to  shore  on  this  sea,  in  latitude 
51  north,  is  not  less  than  90  degrees  of  longitude, 
or  4000  miles. 

As  little  can  the  United  States  accede  to  the 
Justice  of  the  reason  assigned  for  the  prohibition 
above  mentioned.  The  right  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  to  hold  commerce  with  the  abo- 
riginal natives  of  the  North  West  Coast  of  Ame- 
rica, without  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  other 
nations,  even  in  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  is  as 
clear  and  indisputable  as  that  of  navigating  the 
sejis  That  right  has  never  been  exercised  in  a 
Spirit  unfriendly  to  Russia;  and,  although  general 
complaints  have  occasionally  been  made  on  the 
subject  of  this  commerce  by  some  of  your  prede- 
cessors, no  specific  ground  of  charge  has  ever 
been  alleged  by  tliem  of  any  transaction  in  it 
which  the  United  States  were,  by  the  ordinary 
laws  and  usages  of  nations,  bound  either  to  re- 
strain or  to  punish.  Had  any  such  charge  been 
made,  it  would  have  received  the  most  pointed 
attention  of  this  government,  with  the  sincerest 
and  firmest  disposition  to  perform  every  act  and 
obligation  of  justice  to  yours  which  could  have 
been  required.  I  am  commanded  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  assure  you,  that  tliis  dis- 
position will  continue  to  be  entertained,  together 
with  the  earnest  desire  that  the  most  harmonious 
relations  between  the  two  countries  may  be  pre- 
served. 

Relying  upon  the  assurance  in  your  note  of  si- 
milar dispositions  reciprocally  entertained  by  his 


imijerial  majesty  towards  the  United  Stales,  the 
president  is  persuaded  that  the  citizens  of  this 
union  will  remain  unmolested  in  the  prosecution 
of  their  lawful  commerce,  and  that  no  eii'ect  wili. 
be  given  to  an  interdiction  manifestly  incompati- 
ble with  their  rights. 

I  am  happy  to  renew  the  assurances  of  mv  dis- 
tinguished, &.C.  JOHN  QUJNCY  ADAMS. 
The  chevuher  de  Poletica, 

envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 

plenipotentiary  from  Russia. 

[THAHrSLATION.] 

The  chevalier  de  Poletica  to  the  secretary  of  state.^ 
Washington,  2 ist  March. (aj  April;,  1822. 

Sill:  I  had  the  honor  yestenlay  to  receive  the 
letter  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  me, 
dated  30th  March  last,  N.  S.;  and,  not  being  au- 
thorized to  coritinuc  the  discussion  to  which  it  re- 
fers, I  find  myself  under  the  necessity  of  taking  the 
contents  of  that  letter  ad  referendum,  reserving 
myself  to  communicate  it  to  m}  government  as 
soon  as  possible. 

In  the  mean  time  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  sub- 
mitting to  your  consideration  some  observations 
which  have  been  suggested  to  me  by  certain  passa- 
ges in  your  letter,  winch  require  particulai  notice. 

Ill  the  first  ofiicial  letter  which  I  had  the  honor 
of  addressing  lo  you,  dattd  16th  (28lh)  February 
last,  I  thought  I  had  succeeded  in  clearly  demon- 
strating that  the  rights  of  Russia  to  the  possession 
of  a  certain  extent  of  tlie  North-West  Coast  of 
America,  as  far  as  these  rights  can  be  rendered 
legitimate  by  the  first  discovery,  the  first  occupa- 
tion, and  a  possession  not  contested  for  more  tiian 
half  a  century — that  these  rights,  I  sa) ,  go  back 
to  times  considerably  earlier  tlian  the  reign  of  the 
eniper^ir  Paul  I. 

When  this  sovereign  granted,  in  1799,  to  the 
Russian  American  Society  its  first  charier  of  incor- 
poration, there  had  never  been  a  question  about 
1  abandoning  to  that  company  the  right  of  sove- 
I  reignty  over  one  determinate  portion  of  the  North- 
West  Coast  of  America  in  all  us  plenitude.  The 
question  was  purely  and  simply  of  conceding  to 
the  said  company  a  part  of  the  sovereignty,  or 
rather  certain  exclusive  privileges  of  commerce^ 
and  it  is  in  this  view  that  the  act  of  1799,  to  which 
you  refer,  sir,  fixed  the  limits  of  the  operations  of 
the  Russian  American  Company. 

The  rights  of  sovereignty  belonging  to  Russia 
could  lose  nothing  of  their  local  extent  in  conse- 
quence of  the  concessions  made  to  that  company 
in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Paul.  That  these 
rights  extended,  in  the  opinion  of  the  imperial 
government,  farther  south  than  the  55th  degree 
of  latitude,  appears  evident  from  the  structure  of 
the  3d  article  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  which 
authorizes  the  company  to  form  establishments 
south  of  the  55th  degree  of  north  latitude. 

Hut,  what  will  dispel  even  the  shadow  of  doubt 
in  this  regard,  is  the  authentic  fact,  that  in  ?789, 
the  Spanish  packet  St.  Charles,  commanded  by 
captain  Huro,  found  in  the  latitude  of  48  and  49, 
Russian  establishments  to  the  number  of  eight, 
consisting  in  ihe  whole  of  20  I'umilies  and  462  in- 
dividuals. These  were  the  descendants  of  tlie 
companions  of  captain  Tchiricofi',  who  were  sup- 
posed till  then  to  have  perished. 

With  such  titles  justifying  the  rights  claimed 
by  Russia,  you  yourself,  sir,  will  agre-,  that  it  is 
perfectly  immaterial  whether  the  Russian  estab- 
lishment at  Novo  Archangelsk  be  small  or  large. 
If  the  rights  of  territorial  possession  were  mea- 
sured according  to  the  dimensions  of  the  points 


NI LES'  REGISTER—MAY  4,  18£2-UEPORT  ON  FORTIFICATIONS.      IXi 


occupied,  what  would  become  of  those  of  the  U. 
States  upon  a  very  considerable  extent  of  the 
same  Norlh-Wtst  Coast'  for  the  only  American 
establishment  ever  yet  known  is  certainly  very  in- 
ferior in  stability  to  that  of  liussia  at  Novo  Arch- 
angelsk. 

In  tiic  same  manner  the  jjreut  extent  of  the  Pa- 
cific oc>aan,  at  tlie  51si  degree  of  latitude,  catinot 
invalidate  the  right  which  Hussia  may  have  ol  con- 
sidering that  part  of  the  ocean  as  close.  But,  as 
the  imperial  government  lias  not  thought  fit  to 
take  ndvahtage  of  that  right,  all  further  discussion 
on  tl.issubj-  ct  would  be  idle. 

As  to  the  right  claimed  for  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales  of  tradn'g  with  the  natives  of  the 
country  of  the  Nortii  \V\st.  Coast  of  America,  with- 
out the  limits  ot  tht  jurisdiction  belonging  to  Rus- 
sia, the  imperial  government  will  not  uertainly 
think  of  limiting  it,  and  still  less  of  attacking  it 
there.  Bui  I  cannot  dissemble,  sir,  that  this  same 
trade,  beyond  the  51st  degree,  will  meet  with  diffi- 
culties and  inconveniences  for  which  the  American 
owners  will  only  have  to  accuse  their  own  imp;u 
dence,  after  the  publicity  which  has  been  given  to 
the  measures  taken  by  the  imperial  government 
for  maintauung  the  rights  of  the  Russian  Ameri- 
can company  in  their  absolute  integrity. 

1  shall  not  finish  this  letter  without  repeating 
to  you,  sir,  the  very  positive  assurance  which  l 
have  already  had  the  honor  once  of  expressing  to 
you,  that,  in  every  case  where  the  American  go- 
vernment shall  judge  it  necessary  to  make  expla- 
nations to  that  of  the  emperor,  the  president  of 
the  United  States  may  rest  assured  that  these  ex- 
planations will  be  always  attended  to  by  the  empe- 
ror, my  august  soveieign,  with  the  most  friendly, 
and  consequently  the  most  conciliatory  disposition. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my 
highcjnsideraton.         PIERRE  DE  POLETICA. 

Report  upon  Fortifications. 

UOUSK     OF     REi'IlBSENTATITES APRII,     13. 

The  committee  on  military  affairs,  to  which  was 
referred  the  message  of  the  president,  of  the  26th 
of  March,  on  the  subject  of  fortifications;  and  par- 
ticularly of  those  on  Mobile  point  and  Dauphine  Is- 
land, report: 

That,  on  the  important  subject  of  defending  the 
sea  coast,  they  concur  most  fully  in  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  the  message.  They  are  equally  agreed 
in  the  preference  of  permanent  works  over  those  of 
a  temporary  and  perishable  nature,  t7i  all  cases  -vhere 
they  are  adequate  to  the  object.  At  the  same  time,  a 
view  of  the  numerous  and  extensive  bays  and  rivers 
with  which  our  country  is  indented,  naturally  sug- 
gests the  idea  that  a  floating  force  is  required  to  co- 
operate with,  and  to  derive  protection  from,  the 
permanent  fortifications 

The  committee  are  further  agreed,  that  it  is  the 
peculiar  province  and  duty  of  the  executive  de 
partment  of  government  to  select  and  determine 
on  the  proper  sites,  and  on  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  fortifications  to  be  constructed.  This  power 
and  this  duty  appertain  necessarily  to  the  presi- 
dent, who  is  commander  of  the  national  force,  and 
is  responsible  for  the  national  defence. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  means  of  carrying  into  ef 
feet  the  plans  and  designs  of  the  executive  are,  con- 
stitutionally and  necessarily  dependent  on  appro- 
priations of  money  made  by  congress.  In  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power,  which  is  exclusive  on  their 
part,  it  is  the  duty  of  congress  to  inquire  and  ex- 
amine into  the  nature,  extent,  neceesiiy,  or  utility, 


of  every  object  for  which  appropriations  are  re- 
quired, and  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing or  withholding  them. 

It  is  stated  in  the  message  that  an  appropriation, 
on  account  of  the  fortihcation  on  Dauj>hiu  Island, 
was  suspended  by  the  last  congress  in  consequence 
of  a  doubt  wliich  was  entertained  of  tiie  propriety 
of  that  position;  that  a  new  survey  has  bei-.n  .nade, 
the  result  of  which  is  reported,  and  the  work,  as 
originally  contemplated,  is  recommended  to  oe  car- 
ried on. 

I'he  considerations  which  induced  the  last  con- 
grt-ss  to  decline  niaiiing  an  appropriation  for  Uau- 
pliine  Island  cannot  be  expected  to  be  developed 
by  this  committee.  It  is  well  knawn,  li  >wever, 
that  the  positions  on  Dauphine  Island  and  Mobile 
Point,  with  tiieir  respective  bearings  and  relations, 
and  the  extent  and  depth  of  the  water  courses, 
were  considered  and  made  the  subjects  of  public 
debate;  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  tlie  decision 
was  made  on  due  co;isideratiou  of  all  the  circum- 
stances relating  thereto,  and  with  a  just  regarii  to 
public  interests.  Whether,  and  how  far,  they  were 
inttuciiced  by  a  knowledge  that  the  works  on  those 
sites  had  not  progressed  in  proportion  to  the  ap- 
propriations whicii  had  been  already  made;  and 
that,  of  §377,800,  advanced  under  the  contracts 
for  their  construction,  a  considerable  part  had  not 
been  expended  on  the  works,  and  remained  unac- 
counted for,  or  that  this  item  would  have  increased 
the  loan  of  §5,000,000,  to  which  the  government 
was  compelled  in  that  year  to  resort;  and  that  of 
§8,000,000  borrowed  in  1820  and  1821,  one  eighth 
part  had  been  appropriated  to  fortifications  in 
those  years;  how  far  any  of  these  considerations 
may  have  had  an  effect  on  the  last  congress  is  not 
for  this  committee  to  determine. 

The  material  facts  on  which  the  committee  rest- 
ed  the  opinion,  contained  in  their  report  of  the  28th 
of  February,  are  sustained  by  the  new  survey,  with 
two  exceptions,  one  giving  only  twelve  feet  water, 
instead  of  eighteen,  heretofore  given  by  the  first 
survey  to  the  entrance  of  the  anchorage  ground 
under  Pelican  Island;  the  other  giving  eiglit  and  a 

half  instead  of  ten  feet  to  the  western  channel 

From  this  survey,  it  follows,  and  is,  indeed  conced- 
ed, that  cue  of  the  main  objects  of  the  fort  on  Dau- 
phine Island,  viz:  that  of  covering  the  passage  to 
the  anchorage  ground  under  Pelican  Island,  where 
our  own  or  enemies'  vessels  might  take  shelter,  and 
from  whence  they  might  annoy  or  protect  the  coast, 
is  wholly  lost,  as  the  water  is  too  shallow  to  float 
the  nmalest  national  vessel  of  an  enemy.  If  the 
statement  in  the  new  survey  be  correct,  that  tiie 
depth  of  water  in  the  west  ;rn  channel  be  ten  feet 
at  high  water,  and  eight  feet  and  a  half  at  low  wa- 
ter, and  admitting  that  the  pass  of  seven  feet,  laid 
down  in  Curtis  Lewis's  chart,  has  not  been  omitted 
in  the  late  survey,  the  inference,  drawn  bv  the 
committee  in  their  former  report,  is  not  materially 
affected,  as,  in  either  case,  there  is  not  sufficient 
depth  of  water  for  enemies  vessels  of  war  to  pass. 

Other  objects  are  now  assigned  for  erecting  a 
fortification  on  Dauphine  Island,  to  contain  one 
hundred  and  eight  guns,  requiring,  in  tlie  estima- 
tion of  the  committee,  the  expenditure  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

First.  That  it  would  be  important  in  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  as  it  would  prevent  the  landing  at 
Mobile  bay,  and  render  it  dangerous  for  an  invading 
force  to  land  at  any  place  between  the  Rigolets  and 
the  bay  of  Mobile,  for  the  purpose  of  marching  to 
the  Mississippi  above  tlie  city. 

The  importance  of  providing  an  efficient  defenpe 
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for  New  Orleans,  is  fuUy  impressed  on  the  minds 
of  the  committee.  In  their  ju'lgment,  it  is  entitled 
to  primary  consideration,  and  no  reasonable  means 
or  expense,  necessary  to  secuie  it  from  altack, 
should  be  withheld  by  congress.  In  addition  to  the 
v/orks  already  projected,  the  committee  wonid  see 
Vith  pleasure  a  prop,osai,  and  recommend  an  ap- 
propriation, tor  the  small  work  on  the  Bayoti  Bien 
venue.for  repairin.c;'  and  strengthening- fort  St.  Phi- 
lip, at  the  Plaquemine  turn,  \«ith  a  work  opposite 
to  tliat  fort  on  the  western  side  of  the  AJis-^issippi, 
provided  a  proper  site  can  be  had;  and  for  provid 
ing  at  IJalon  Rouge,  materials  for  a  floating  force. 

It  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  en- 
gineers, that  there  is  no  danger  of  the  landing  of 
an  enemy  any  wiiere  between  Danphine  inland  and 
the  Rigolets,  for  the  purpose  of  marching  to  the 
Mississippi,  above  New  Orleans.  In  their  first  re- 
port, they  observe,  "We  think  that  it  is  useless  to 
say  that  an  enemy  cmnot  undertake  any  thing  rea 


Under  these  circumstances,  would  an  enemy  Of 
any  foresii^ht  or  calc.ul.>tioi>  make  the  attempt? 

The  preference  of  permanent  fortif\cairons  over 
a  floatmg'force,  in  all  cases  where  they  will  fulfil 
the  object,  beir:g  admitted,  the  only  qu  siion  ii, 
whether  this  is  such  a  Cdse,  or  whether,  in  ottie;' 
words,  the  contemplated  works,  on  Mobile  Point 
and  Dauphine  Island  will  defend  the  bay  of  Mobile? 
That  they  will  not,  is  admitted  by  the  enginrers, 
who  state,  in  their  report,  tliat  a  floating  force  is 
required  in  aid  of  the  permanent  works.  It  is  fwr- 
tlier  evident,  because  it  is  well  knov/n  and  conced- 
ed that  vessels  of  war  which  can  pass  the  bar,  may, 
especially  by  night,  pass  the  forts,  run  out  of  reacli 
of  their  fire,  and  leave  them  liarmlcss  in  tlieir  rear. 
Tiius  anchored  and  mas'er  of  the  bay,  the  det'ence 
of  which  was  the  principal  object  of  the  fortifica« 
tions,  what  security  remains  for  the  snipping,  tne 
towns  and  the  immense  property  above,  against 
whicii  he  may  commit  his  depredations  ^t  his  own 


sonable  against  that  part  oflhe  frontier  which  is  be-);™!.'  ^"'l  ^^-cord,  ng  to  the  nature  and  amount  ot 

tween  the  lake  Ponchartrain  and  Mobile  bay:  the  ""^  *».''^^'   .  "^  movable  and  floating  force,  as  con- 

nature  of  the  country  uncidtivated,  and  the  facility   temp.ated  in  the  former  report  of  tn.s  com  nittee, 

to  come  from  the  .oeM  and  the  en^t  to  separate  the  ves  ;  -^Pp^""  ^"  '^^  ^''«  ""'^  s.-^tHfactory  answer. 

sek  froi  the  enemu's  forces  that  xoouhl  have  thro-wn'  .    '"  V'^  f^l  report  of  tne  engineers,  a  calcalatnii 

themselves  into  the  country,  and  finallv  the  non  exis- 1  «?  '"^^^  "^  ^he  relative  expenses  of  permanent  a:ici 

tence  of  any  profitable  object,  are  motives  enough  \  ^''^t'"*?  *'"•"*•     l^  would  not  be  ditn^~alt  to  sh 

to  consider  that  part  of  the  frontier  sufficiently  de-  i  ^^f^.  ^''^  '"^^'"'^^J  "^  V"  '"'"'"'  °'  '•""'*'''  ■      .       , 

'  of  tne  contemplated  svorKs  on  Oaup'M'ie  tsland -tna 


A' 

i-'>st 


fended  by  itself 

With  respect  to  any  land  operatioti  on  the  part 
of  an  enemy  from  the  !)ay  of  Mobile,  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  board  of  engineers,  in  the  follow, 
ing  extract  from  the  same  report,  appears  to  be 
conclusive. 


Mobile  Point,  amounting  in  ten  years  to  one  fiiiU 
lion  two  hundred  thousand  tlollars.  would  be  a'^iuly 
sufficient  for  a  floiting  fVnce  for  twenty  years;  r.or 
would  it  l)e  more  dillicult  to  prove  fro.n  exp'jii- 
ennce,  that  permanent  works  also  require  con>^vr':'t 
expenditures  for  alterations,  repairs,  garrisons,  <tc. 
««An  enemy  that  would  attempt  to  go  up  Mobile,  a^d  that  positions  have  been  heretofore  taken  r.nt 
inorder  to  get  to  Tomhigbee  and  Alabama,  would  L^,hich  permanent  fortifications  have  been  con- 
expose  himself  ^0  be  separated  from  the  sea,  bxj  i/'c  !  gtructed  at  great  expense,  which  are  about  to  be 
arriving  troops  of  the  ■tvest-u-ard,  from  the  interior  of.  abandoned/eilher  on  account  of  Uie  positions,  or 
the  country;  and  if  to  all  this  be  added  the  difficulties 


of  conducting,  offensively,  a  divers^ent  operation, 
through  the  two  valleys  that  unite  themselves,  it 
may  be  concluded  that,  on  that  part  of  the  frontier 
of  the  union,  all  kind  of  offensive  operations  must  be 
limited  to  occupy  ^Mobile,  mid  .Mobile  town,"  &c.  &c. 

Admitting  tiiat,  according  to  the  message,  it  were 
practicable  for  an  enemy,  when  we  have  possession 
of  Mobile  Point,  to  overcome  the  obstacles  of  shoal- 
riess  of  water,  and  that   presented  by  an  efficient 
floating  force  on  our  part,  to  destroy  the  small  craft 
in  which  he  must  land,  and  that  tie  should  effect  a 
landing  with  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  men,  on  Dau- 
phine Island;  that,  leaving  his  vessels,  provisions, 
and  niunitions,  with  all  hope  of  retreat,  in  case  of 
disaster,  he  should  h.^ive  the  temerity  to  pass  over 
to  land,  and  hazard  a  march  of  two  hundred  miles, 
to  Baton  Uouge,  that  being  the  distance,  as  laid 
down  in  Ellicott's  survey — between  the  rivers  Mo 
bile  and  Mississippi — that  the  brave  militia  wiio con- 
quered at  New   Orleans,  the  last   war,  should   be 
■wholly  unadvised  of  his  movement,  and  suffer  him 
to  pass  unmolested;  admitting,  also,  that  no  prepa- 
rations for  liis  reception  should  be  made  at  Baton 
Rouge,  how  is  his  descent  to  New  Orleans  to  be  ef 
fected?     Having  left  his  ships  and  boats  two  hun 
dred  miles  in  his  rear,  he  must  march  down  the  le- 
vee, on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  a  distance 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  part  of  the  way  with 
a  morass  on  his  left,  lialjle  to  be  arrested  in  his 
inarch  by  temporary  batteries  in  front,  at  every  turn 
of  the  river,  to  be  flunked  by  gun-boats  in  the  river, 
and,  in  the  last  resort,  to  liave  the  levee  cut  from 
under  him,  and  tiie  country  inundated,  ths  militia 
hanging  on  bis  rear. 


because  the  nature  or  structure  of  th«*  works  are 
not  approved,  while  a  floating  force  is  put  in  ope- 
ration in  time  of  war  only,  its  expenses  arc  limited 
by  the  war,  and  may,  at  the  expiration  of  the  war,- 
be  either  preserved  at  a  very  s  ';all  expense  cr  t.)- 
tally  abandoneti,  which  may,  pernaps,  oe  most  eli- 
gible, preserving  only  their  armament,  it  is  I'so 
worthy  of  o'^servation  that,  in  their  former  re.port.s, 
stating  the  necesssity  of  a  floating  fi  rce  to  co  ope- 
rate with  permanent  works  to  prevent  an  onemy 
from  entering  the  bay  of  Mobile,  the  engineers 
do  not  appear  to  have  made  these  calculations,  nor 
indeed  any  objections  to  such  a  force.  As  this  sub- 
ject has  been  presented  to  the  committee  in  a 
financial  point  of  view^  and  as  they  have  not  yet 
obtained  all  the  information  necessary  to  enable 
ttiem  to  give  a  detailed  opinion  in  this  report,  they 
have  that  part  of  the  subject  for  future  considera- 
tion. 

It  is  further  stated,  in  the  message,  that  an  ene- 
my may  take  possession  of  Daupliine  Island,  and 
liiat  he  did  so  at  the  close  of  the  last  v/ar.  Hiving 
at  the  close  of  the  war  taken  the  small  fort  on  Mo- 
iiile  Point,  and  possessed  himself  of  the  clianriel 
road,  the  enemy  might  make  his  incursions  to  Daii- 
;)hine  Island  unmolested.  It  will  will  also  be  re- 
coliecled  that  he  took  possession  of  Tangier  and 
Kent  Islands  in  the  bay  of  Chesapeake,  but  it  is 
not  inferred  that  it  is  therefore  neci-ssary  to  fortify 
these  islands.  If  these  should  be  fortified,  others 
remain  ecjually  accessible  to  him  in  various  parts 
of  the  coait. 

From  every  view  of  the  subject  which  t-ie  con^- 
mittee  have  been  able  to  tane,  on  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  all  tUe  tkot?^  aud  with  tUe  gjost  re- 
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spectful  atlention  to  the  opinions  expressed  in  the 
roessaije,  tliey  do  not  find  any  justitiuble  cause  for 
chanj^ing  t!ie  opinion  contained  in  their  former 
reijort  of  the  2Hth  f>t  February,  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  construct  the  projected  fortification  on 
l).:uphine  Island. 

In  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  message,  on 
the  expedienc}  of  progressing  in  the  completion 
of  I  lie  fortifications  on  the  sea  board,  the  committee 
•r.tireiy  agree,  and  that  the  necessary  appropria- 
tions therefor  should  be  made.  They  are  also 
well  satisfied  that,  "in  case  any  emerj^ency  should 
require  it,"  the  people  would  wiihngly  submit  to 
any  bnrtl'.ens  necessary  to  accelerate  their  com- 
ple'-ion.  Whether,  at  this  time,  and  under  exist- 
in^^  circumstances,  they  would  be  willing  to  in- 
crci-sc  the  natiouji!  debt,  by  recuiTing  to  loans,  as 
in  the  two  years  last  past,  or  that  ad<iitional  taxes 
should  be  imposed  on  tnem  for  this  purpost;  or 
whe'her  the  progress  in  these  works  onglit  to  keep 
pace  with,  and  to  be  limited  by,  the  ordinary  re- 
veir.u  of  the  country,  are  questions  requiring,  in 
the  jiidgment  of  the  committee,  the  most  serious 
cor.si;i.;ratio:i  o!  congress. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


■fii-st  session. 


ry,  on  such  terms  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  president,  may  deem 
most  advantageous — which  biil  was  twice  read  by 
general  consent. 

And  the  senate  having  passed  through  all  the  or- 
ders of  the  day,  adjourned  to  Monday. 

.^pril  29.  After  disposing  of  some  minor  busi- 
ness— 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  from  the  house  ot* 
representatives,  providing  for  the  payment  of  da- 
mages sustained  by  the  loss  of  horses,  &c.  in  the 
Seminole  war,  by  the  Tennesseevolunteers. 

The  committee  of  claims  of  the  senate,  to  whom 
this  bill  had  been  referred,  recommended  its  in- 
definite postponement;  on  which  question  a  d-^bate 
of  considerable  dumtion  took  place.  .Messrs.  Eaton 
and  ffiliinms,  of  Tennessee,  advoiated  the  bill,  and 
Messrs  Rags;ies,  Chtmdler,  and  Barton,  oppos&d  it. 
The  question  bt;ng  taken  on  postponing  the  bill 
inf'.efinitively,  it  was  negatived —ayes  13,  nays  24. 
The  bill  was  then  laid  on  tlie  table. 

The  senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
took  up,  in  commiLiee  of  the  wholf-,  Mr.  Lo-mvie  be- 
ing called  to  the  chair,  the  bill  from  the  iiouse  ot" 
representatives,  makii:gan  appropri-ition  of  100,000 
dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  of  missions  to  the 
independent  nations  on  the  American  contineIl^. 

The  amendmeni  reported  by  the  committee  of 
foie'.gii  relations  to  thebdl,  (to  increase  the  appro- 
jiriation  to  §110,000,  and  subjecting  the  bill  speci. 
iically  to  th-..  limitations  of  the  general  law  concern- 
i  .gthc  com])e!is.itirn  of  public  ministers.;  were  ne- 
gatived— Mr.  Kiuff,  of  N'  Y.  having  expressed  the 
opinion  that  tlury  were  unneci-ssary. 

Mr.  Sjiiiik  (if  S.  C.  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  thereto  ti.e  following  proviso: 

"Provided,  nevertheless,  that  no  money  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury,  for  that  purp:'se,  until 
next,  by  viiiueofihe  act,  e:ititii'J  '•An  int  to  provide  foi'^ct  rtain  the  president  shall  be  fullv  sati.sfied  that  such  mis- 
perKmsengBK.diii  ilir  l^iiuianU  ..aval  servUc  of  the  Uniieu  Siat^s  ^.j^^g  ^,^,jj  ^^^^  interrupt  the  friendly  relations  of  the 
in  tne  ri;volntio!iary  waiv  a'^pfoveo  March  iStb,  1818,  and  the  r.  •  i  q,  ,  >f 
"act  in  afldition  til  tic- act  a(i>re>a.d,"  apjjroved  May  the  1st,  1820.     t^niled  bla'CS. 

That  thr  secretary  of  «.«r  in  eiving  the  nu.iilier  aforesiiil,  rtistin-  And  the  question  being  taken  Oil  tile  adoption  of 

giiish  bi-tween  th^se  who  enlisted  to  serve  during  the  war,  and  ,.  •  qmpi.dment  it  urq«  /l'ridf"d  in  th'f  npp';it.ve  a"? 
those  fur  .my  shoiier  period. stating  the  number  of  each,  an  :  the  ^"'^  amenameut,  It  Was  (leCiaecl  Ul  tnt  negative,  as 
time  served,  and  the  nu.'nl)!;r  of  the  officers  who  receive  tw-nty    toilo  ^  s: 

dollars  per  month.  YE.\S— Messrs.  Chandler,  Eaton,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Lloyd,  Ma' 

I'lie  senate  next  took  up  the  bill  from  the  house     con,  Kngglcs.  Smith,  Taylor  Williams,  of  Miss  .-9. 

of  representatives  to  revive  and  continue  in  force    „^''^^'^  7)','^?''"^.R,»f*"'"'' i*-'';!*'"-  '''^!1[""'    ?,'°^"'  °^r\","' 

-  '  .,  .      <•  »         1   1 /-     ,  <  ,  c  1   ..         1       Krown,  of   Ohio,  Dickersoii,  Finnlav,   Gaillurd.    Holmes,   ot     Me. 

for  two  years,  the  act  of  April  lb,  IblO,  and  March  lohnson.  of  Ken.  Johnson,  of  Lon.  King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  X.  Y. 
3,  1819,  concerning  the  allowance  of   pensions  upon  ;  Knipi.t.  Lanman.  Luwrie,  Morril.  Palioer,  Parrott.  Plea-ants   Rod- 

a  relinquishment  of  bounty  laud.  [After  debate,  j  r,;?,;,^:5f'Tenn.-2t"'  '^'"''°''  ^''"'  ""'""'  ^^^"'"'  ''^''""''  '^'"' 
this  bill  was  rejected  ]  .       ,      After  some  remarks,  incidental  or  explanatory. 

The  senate  receded  from  its  amendment  to  the  |  and  of  no  direct  bearing  on  the  merits  of  the  mea- 

appropriiiiion  bill  which  proposed   to  allow  9000  I  sure 

dollars  for  the  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road.  j      xhe  question  wa.s  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 

Some  time  was  spent  on  the  bill  respecting  the    read  a  third  time,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
Indian  trade,  and  the  further  consideration  of  the    ^g  follows: 

subject  postponed  until    Monday- as   was  also  the  j      yeas— Messrs.  Barbour.  Barton,  Benton.  Brown,  of  Lon.  Brownj 

bill   from    the  house   to    repeal   the    act    concerning  :<>'' Ohio,  chandler.   Diekerson,  Eaton.  Findlay.  Gaillard,  Holmev 

.  '  ;  of   Me.  Holmes,  of  Mi^s.  .lohiison,  of  KeiL.Iohnson.  of  Lull.  King, 

navigation.  of  Alali.  King,  of  N   Y.  Knight,  Lannian,  Lowri-,  Morril,  Palmer. 

The  following   message    was  received  from    the     Parrott,   Pleasants.  Rm'iK-y,  Kuggles,  Sevmour,  Stobes,  Talbot, 
^resident  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  his    ^aylor.  Thomas,  Va,.    Unren,  Walker,  Ware,  W.lUam,,  of  Miss. 

'     '  Williams,  ot   Icnn. — Z5, 


Seventeenth  Congress 

IX  Ttl.-    SF.VATK. 

Jipril  25.     Mr.  Eatun  submitted  the  following  re 

solution: 

Resolveil,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  comn)uni.;afe  to  tl.  senate  the  report  of  the  attorney  generjl. 
relative  to  a:iy  perso.is.  (citizens  of  the  Vi.ittd  Statts},  who  have 
bieii  charged  with,  or  suspected  of,  intriKlucing  any  ulavts  into 
the  United  States  couirary  Ij  existing  laws.    [.\irree(l  to  next  day.] 

.iprii  26.     Mr.  .\"'it><c-  laia  tliefollivwing  resor.aun 
on  the  table  for  considt ration: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to  prepare  and 
report  to  the  senate,  at  the  next  session  of  congress,  the  number 
ot  persons  placed  upon  the  pension  list  up  to  the  Jth  of  Scptemher 


private  secretary 

I  transmit  to  the  senate,  agreeably  to  their  resolu- 
tion of  yesterday,  ja  report  from  the  secretary  of 
state,  with  copies  of  the  papers  request&d  by  that 
resolution,  in  relation  to  the  Tecognition  of  the 
South  American  provinces. 

.TAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,': 6ih  .Ipril,  1822. 

The  message  and  documents  were  read  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr  Holmes  reported  a  bill  to  direct  the  sale  or 
disposition  of  the  bills  or  not°s  of  certain  broken 
banks,  remainin|f  as  special  deposites  in  the  treasu- 


NAYS— Messrs  Lloyd,  .Macon,  Smith— 3. 
l  he  senate  ti.en  went  into  the  consideration  o-f 
executive  business,  which  occupiecl  it  until. near  4 
o'clock;  when  the  senate  adjourned. 

jlpril  30.  Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine,  agreeably  to  no- 
tice, having  obtained  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  re- 
lieve the  people  of  Florida  from  the  operation  of 
certain  ordinances.  [This  bill  proposes  to  repeal 
the  ordinance  of  governor  Jackson,  of  July  18, 
1821,  concerning  naturalization,  and  the  ordinance 
of  the  city  council  of  St.  Augustine,  of  Oct.  19, 
1821;  imposes  hues  and  imprisonment  on  any  per- 
son  who  shall  hereafter  attempt  to  enforce  said 


Ip5 
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ordinances;  and  provides  for  refunding  to  tlie  peo- 
ple ot  Florida  all  moneys  wliicli  they  have  paid  un- 
der said  or»liuances.]  I  he  bill  was  twice  read  and 
rei'erred  to  the  coinn.ittee  on  the  judiciary. 

Several  bills  were  twice  read  and  referred,  and 
epme,  not  very  important,  passed. 

Tlie  senate  resumed,  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Tulbet  in  the  chair,  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  payi.gfcr  horses,  8iC.  losi  in  the 
Seminole  war. 

Af.er  consid:  rable  discussion,  the  bill  was  order 
ed  to  a  ihird  reading. 

Mr.  King,  »f  New  York,  fr  ^m  the  comraitti  e  on 
foreign  relations,  reported  the  following  bill,  which 

\va-  read: 

Be  if  enacted,  ire.  That  on  satisfactory  evideuce  bein;;  (jiven  to 
the  pnside'it  of  tlieUiiiti'tl  Siatfs,  that  ilie  [lurts  in  th.-  islands,  or 
coliinits.  in  the  Wisi  Indies,  under  ill-  dominion  of  Great  Britain, 
Jiav  been  opeiird  to  the  vessi-ls  ot  the  United  States,  the  president 
shall  je,  and  her  by  is,  anthonxed  to  issue  his  proclaiuation,  de- 
claring that  thi  pDrts  of  tli<  Unite*!  Siat^-s  shall  thereatter  be  open 
to  the  Vessels  of  Gnat  Biitaa),  eniplo)ed  in  the  trade  and  inter- 
course lietweeii  the  Uiiitei  States  am)  such  islands,  or  colonies, 
subject  to  suth  i-fcipiocal  ruf  s  and  restrictions  as  the  president  of 
tlie  Unit.d  States  may,  by  such  proclamation,  make  and  publish, 
any  thing  in  the  laws,  entitled  'an  act  concerning  navigation,"  or 
aiiact,  entitlrd"aii  ietsu^jpien  ut^iry  to  an  act  concerning  navi- 
gation," to  the  eonlrary  notwnhKandiiig. 

And  be  itfurt/ter  enacted,  1  hat  this  act  shall  continue  in  force 
^othe  end  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  and  no  lunger. 

'I'lie  senate  spent  some  tunc  to-aay  on  executive 
bu::iiiess;  and  having  agreed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Walker,  to  meet  henceforth  at  10  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  adjourned. 

J\lay  1.  The  bill  for  regulating  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  to  re- 
peal the  act  concerning  vaccination  was  then  re- 
sumed, 

Mr,  lAoytl  laid  before  the  senate  an  explanatory 
letter  from  the  late  vaccine  agent,  (Dr.  Smith),  and 
nioved  that  the  bdl  with  the  letter  be  recommitled; 
but,  after  some  debate,  this  motion  was  Inst. 

After  an  ineffectual  motion  to  ])ostpone  the  bill 
indehniteiy,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  by 
the-  following  vote: 

YR,^S— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton.  Benton,  Brown, of  Lou.  Brown, 
of  Ohio.  Chandler.  Dickersi)n.  Fii>dlay.  Galllard.  Holmes,  of  Mi-. 
Holme>:,  of  Miss  King,  of  Alah.  King,  of  N.  Y.  Lanniaii,  I.loyd, 
Lowrie,  Macon,  Pleasants,  Rodney,  Smith,  Stokes,  I'albot,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams,  of  Miss.  Williams, 

of  ren.-29- 

N  lYS— Messrs.  Eaton, Edwards,  Knight,  Morril,  Parrott,  Rng- 

files,— "i. 

The  bdl  from  the  other  house  providing  payment 
for  horses,  Stc.  lost  in  the  Seminole  war,  was  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  house  of 
representatives. 

Mr.  Ed-wards,  Mr.  Southard,  and  Mr.  Van  Dyke, 
who  weie  not  in  their  seals  when  the  vote  was  tak- 
en on  the  a])propriation  for  ministers  to  South  Ame- 
rica, obtained  leave  to  record  tlicir  names  in  favor 
of  the  recognition  of  the  South  American  states. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  acts  concerning  navi- 
gation  (having  been  previously  read  a  second  time) 
was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  King,  of  N.  Y.  moved  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing  section: 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted.  That,  in  the  event  of  the  sig- 
nature of  any  treaty  or  convention,  concerning  the  navigntion  or 
commerce  between  the  United  States  and  France,  the  president  of 
the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  anthoiized,  should  he  deem 
the  same  expedient,  by  proclamation,  to  suspend,  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  congress,  the  operation  oi  thf  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  impose  a  new  tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels,  and 
for  other  purposes,-"  and  also  to  suspend,  as  aforesaid,  all  other 
4nti>s  on  Fr-.nch  vessels,  or  the  goods  imported  in  the  same,  which 
may  exceed  the  duties  on  American  \esscls,  and  on  similar  goods 
#inportixl  in  the  same. 

The  ainendinent  was  adopted  witiiout  objection, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered,  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 


I      The  following  message  was  received  from  thV 
pi  esident  of  the  United  States,  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs: 
To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  senate,  re- 
qiu  sting  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  senate  certain  informa- 
tion  respecting  the  practical  operation  of  the  sys- 
tem of  subsisting  the  army  under  the  provisions  oi 
the  act  passed  the  14th  of  April,  1818,  &c.  I  heiti- 
with  transmit  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
furnishing  t!ie  information  requireol. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washirigton,  Jpri/ 30,  1822. 

After  spending  a  short  time  on  executive  busi« 
ness,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  RKPHESENTATIVEIS. 

Thursday,  ^ipril  25.  Mr.  Buchnnan,  from  the  se^ 
led  committee,  to  whom  that  subject  was  referred* 
made  report  respecting  certain  fines  imposed  on 
the  militia  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  concluding- 
with  the  following  resolvition,  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table: 

Resolv&i,  That  the  uncollected  militia  fines,  doe  from  deliiv 
que-.its  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  which  have  been  assessed 
by  courts  martial,  and  all  fines  collected  by  the  l»te  or  present 
marshals  ol  Pennsylvania,  or  their  defiuties.  which  have  not  l>een 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  courts  martial,  be  transferred  to  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  with  full  power  to  collect  the  same 

The   tolluwiDg  message  w.is  received  from  the 
president  of  the  Unitfd  .ttates: 
To  the  house   •/  represewalives: 
111  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  29i.h  of  January  last,  re- 
questing the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause- 
to  b.e  communicated  to  that  house  certain  informa- 
tion relative  to  tlie  claim  made  by  Jonathan  Carver 
to  certain  lands  within  the  United  States,  near  liie 
Falls  of  St.  Antliony,  I  now  transmit  a  re[)ort  flora 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  which,  with  tlie  ac 
companying  documents,  contains  all  the  informa- 
tion on  this  subject,  in  the  possession  of  the  execu- 
tiv.-..  JAMES  MONROE.       J 

irashington,  Api  it  23,  1822.  % 

The  message  and  documents  were  referred  to 
the  co-nmittee  on  public  lands.  v 

And  then  the  house  adjourned.  S 

Friday,  .1pri['26.  Mr.  Hemphill,  from  tlie  commit-'  1 
tee  on  roads  and  canals,  made  a  report  on  that  sub-  . 
jectin  favor  of  the  work  of  improvement  generally, 
but  against  going  further  at  present  than  to  pass 
the  bill,  already  reported,  authorizing  surveys,  8ic, 
The  report,  whicli  shall  be  hereafter  published  at 
large,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  ordered  to  lie  on 
table. 

Mr.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  remarked 
that  the  resolution  which  he  was  about  to  offer  to 
the  house,  was  one  of  an  important  and  interesting 
character.  It  involved,  in  his  opinion,  considera- 
tions  of  deep  interest  to  the  nation,  and  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  union  and  prosperity  of 
the  states.  He  kn^w  very  well  that  the  controver- 
sies which  had  lately  arisen  between  tlie  federal 
and  state  governments,  as  to  their  rights  and  pow- 
ers, were  of  extreme  delicacy  and  importance,  and 
ought  to  be  approached  with  much  caution  and  de- 
liberation. It  was,  however,  due  to  himself  to  say, 
that,  in  moving  in  this  business  at  this  time,  he  was 
influenced  by  no  narrow  or  local  consideration,  or 
party  feeling.  He  had  no  desire  to  abridge  the 
powers  of  the  general  government  or  extend  those 
of  the  stales.  Tlie  resolution  was  offered  in  a  spirit 
of  peace  and  forbe^irance,  and  from  a  sense  of  duty 
to  himself  and  the  state  which  he  represented^  fron) 
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"the  performance  of  whidi  i)e  did  not  feel  himself 
at  liberty  to  slirink.  It  was,  moreover,  due  to  those 
states,  in  which  the  subject  has  been  lately  so  much 
agitated,  as  well  as  to  th<i  nation,  to  have  it  fairly 
discussed  and  deliberately  decided;  and,  if  this  s-.c 
trion  of  the  judicial  act  was  not  justified  by  the  con- 
stitution, it  was  the  duty  of  congress  to  repeal  it. 
Ue  w  ould  therefore  ofPer  the  resolution,  with  a  new 
that  it  might  be  laid  upon  the  table  until  the  next 
■session  of  congress,  and  calkd  up  at  an  early  day 
for  discussion.  He  expressed  a  hope  that  it  would 
■fee  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  permit  it  to  take 
ttiis  course,  and  would  submit  a  motion  to  tuat  et- 
fee.      I'n*-  res  'Ive  is  as  follows 


Arthur  Smith.  Alex.  Smyth,  Sterling,  of  Conn.  Stevetuon,  Swan» 
Tatnall,  Tayl'ir.  Thompson,  Tracy.  Tuckt-r  o'  S.  C.  Tuck  r,  of 
Va.  Van  Wyck,  White,  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Williamson,  Wilaon, 
Wood,  Woodcock,  Worman— 71. 

■>o  tlie  bill  kvas  orriei  ed  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  thiril  time  to-morrow. 

riie  military  appropriation  bill  was  taken  up  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  some  progress  bein^ 
made  therein,  the  committee  rose,  See. 

Saturday,  April  27.  Mr.  .Montgomery,  from  the 
committee  on  the  public  expenditures,  made  a  re- 
port upon  the  subject,  conolutling  with  th"  ibllow- 
in;^  resol'itions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  committee   on  th>'  judiciary  do  inquire 

into  the  i  xoediency  of  pr'-scribing,  by  law,  a  mode,  by  which  all 

persons  haviu^  claim*   agaiosl  the  United  States,  on  account  of 

Resolved  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed  to    money   ir  proi>erty,  rsay  have  the  samp  brought  before,  examined, 


iwepare  and  report  a  bill  repealhii;  the  25th  srctionot'the  act,  en- 
filled  "an  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  tiie  United  States. 
I\je  resolution  .vu)  receive. i  aiii  ».'.-ii>.  red  i  .>  ii^ 
«n  the  table,  accordmg  to  the  wish  of  the  mover. 
-  The  house  refused  to  consider  a  resoluuon  pro- 
viding for  an  e-rlier  meeting  of  the  next  session  of 
«Sr)ngrf9s 

Mr.  Rich  moved  that  the  house  take  up  for  con 
SJderatitm  ihf  follnuin^bill: 

Be  it  enacted,  ire.  That,  in  the  settlement  of  a^^coums  of  per- 
son, remai.iin?  charged  on  the  Looks  of  tiie  third  aocl.torof  the 
tteaiurv  with.pul.lic  moneys,  advanced  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
inlv  on'e  thousand  eigflt  hnndreJ  aud  fifteen, the  pr.per  account- 
ine  officers  be,  aud  they  are  herel)y  authorized  to  admit  to  the 
er^dit  gt  wch  persons,  r.-spectively.  the  amonni  of  any  ;txp*-ndi. 
tures  made  cy  them,  which  were  at  the  tinje  authorized  by  law 
or  r-'Culations,  notwithstandinir  regular  vouchers  for  the  same 
way  not  be  produced,  it  the  impracticahility  of  producing  such 
vouchers  sh:,ll  be  proved  to  th-  satisfaction  of  the  said  accoiint- 
iiie  officers,  and  if  the  evidence  exhibited  in  lieu  thereof  shall  be 
the  S.est  the  iiatur-  of  the  several  cases  will  admit  of  and  such  as 
would  b-  received  in  courts  of  lustice:  Provided,  nevertheless  f  hat 
the  credits  to  be  allowed  shall  in  no  case  exceed  m  ainount  the 
lunij  with  which  such  persons,  respectively,  shall  be  charged  oa 

the  books  of  the  said  third  auditor. 

Ti.e  lious-.  agreed  to  consider  the  same;  when 
Ml'.  Cache  moved  an  additional  proviso  to  the  bill, 

in  t!i'   *'o  lo.'ing  words: 

"  And  provided,  also,  that  the  said  aeconn»ing  ofRcers  shall  not 

lective  the  evidence  of  the  pJirty,  or  anyone  interested."' 

■     After  considerable  debute,  the  proviso  was  re- 

iected,  as  unnecessary  by  the  existing  regulations, 

and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 

reading. 

Tli^  bill  to  reduce  the  compensation  of  the  se- 
nators and  representatives  in  congress,  was  laid  on 
flie  table,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  for 
erecting  tollgi^tes  on  the  Cumberland  road. 

In  committee  oflh-  whole  and  in  the  house,  this 
bill  occupied  much  time,  and  was  ardently  debated. 
Miny  propositions  to  amend  were  offered:  among 
tlieni  one  that  appropriates  a  balance  of  900U  dol- 
iTtrs  of  the  appropriations  made  for  making  tire 
toad,  to  the  present  repaiis  thereof;  which  was 
agreed  to— yeas  83,  nays  71. 

The  quesii:)n  was  then  taken  upon  ordering  the 
bill,  as  amended,  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time,  and  decided  .is  follows: 

YF.A5— Messrs.  BarUer,of  Con.  Barber,  of  Ohio,  Bateman,  Ray- 

Hes.  Blackledge.  Breckenviilge,  Buchanan,  Burrows,  Campbell,  of  !  the  presidiut  > 
H  Y.  Camiibell   '•'  Ohio,  Caisedy,  Chanibi-rs,  Cocke,  Conk.  Gush-  '  sentativ-s, in  the  presenCi  of 
ma  I'cutlih.ii,  Dane.  Dirliiit'ion,  Durfee.Dwiglit.  Ed.Iy.  Kvlwanl«,  i  the  hall  of  the  repn-sentativt 
ot   Conn.  Edwards,  of  Peon.  Findlay,  Fuller.  Hardii,  Hemptiill,  ■  be  designated  by  its  nu  ober  s 


and  decided  upon  in  th--  judici  d  way,  enbraciug  tlinreio  all  cases, 
where,  upon  a  like  state  of  facts,  between  imlividual  and  indivi- 
dual, an  action  ai  law  or  bill  of  •'quily  would  be  iustairied. 

2.  Resolved,  that,  thr  conmitte  o'l  .nilitdry  aSairs  do  inquire 
into  the  exp.dicncy  of  repealing  all  laws,  aiithorizi  .^  the  tjuild-' 
ingof  forts,  and  erecting  certai/i  olh.r  niiliiary  del  iices,  by  coo- 
tracts  made  by  persons  not  of  the  arm^ ;  and  providing,  in  lien 
thereof,  the  most  advantageous  mo(i.-  of  having  such  servic-s  per- 
formed b)  tne  labor  of  the  regular  soldiers,  aided  ly  proper  me- 
clianics,  under  the  superintendance  of  the  proper  officers  of  the 
army. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  do  inquire 
into  th.-  expetliency  of  changing  the  existing  law,  in  relation  to 
the  tine  of  reporting  lalaoces  to  congress,  as  b.'ing  due  from  in« 
dividuiUto  the  United  States,  so  as  to  require  such  report,  witliin 
one  year  alter  the  account  ought,  by  law  to  be  closed.  And 
that  the  said  committee  da  also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prescribing,  by  law,  a  more  effectual  mode  of  taking  sureties 
from  the  officers  concerned  in  the  collection  and  disbursement  of 
public  moneys,  embracing  a  mode  of  renewing  the  obligations  of 
such  officers  periwdicaiiy.  And  that  the  said  committee  do  also 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  piovi.ling,  by  law,  for  the  forfeit- 
ures of  offices,  in  relation  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  aud 
the  disbursemeat  thereof,  on  certain  specified  omissions  aud  mat- 
practices. 

Tlie  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

.Mr.  Hardin  reported  a  L'.ll  to  authorize  the  se*- 
cretaiy  of  the  treasury  to  dispose  of  the  bills  or 
notes  of  certain  broken  b^nks,  denominated  spe- 
cial deposites,  or  unavadable  funds.  Laid  on  tire 
table. 

Mr.  Montgomery  submitted  the  following  joint 
resoUuion  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Unitert 
Stales  of  America,  in  congress  assembled.  That  the  followi'  g  pro- 
positions shall  be  submitted  to  the  legislatores  of  the  several 
states,  as  amendments  to  the  national  constitution,  which,  if  ra- 
tified by  three-fourths  of  the  said  legislatures,  shall  immediately 
thereafter  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  savl 
constitution. 

1.  The  United  States  shall  be  divided  into  four  sections,  to  be 
styled  presidential  sections,  in  the  following  manner,  viz:  Maine, 
New  Hampshire.  .Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Ver- 
mont, and  New  York,  shall  constiiure  on>-,-  New  Jersey,  Pen*syl. 
vania.  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  shall  constitute  ano- 
ther; North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  .Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  and  Tennessee,  shall  constitute  another,  and 
Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri,  shall  constitute 
another. 

2.  That,  immediately  after  the  next  election  of  a  president  of 
the  United  Statt-s,  the  said  sections  shall  be  designated  by  num- 
tiers  in  the  following  manner,  vii:  the  residence  of  the  person 
recently  elected  as  president,  shall  be  determined  by  the  joint 
vote  of  the  senate  and  bouse  of  represent-itivej  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  section  within  which  he  resides  as  a  citizen,  shall 
he  styled  the  first  presidential  sectiou:   and  the  number  of  each 

i  of  the  othr  S',»    ions  shall  be  determined  by  a  lottery  drawn  by 


■Hendricks,   Hill,  Hohart.  Ho'.combe,  Jacksoi,   F.  Johnson,  J.  T. 
Johnson.  Jones,  ol  Ten.  Kent.  Kirkland.L  ftwich,   Littl  ,  Mc  'ar- 


he  senate  and  speaker  of  the  house   of  repre> 

>f  the  oil  mVrs  of  th-   two  houses,  iiia 

vcs;  and  thereafter  each  section  sfiaO 

so  drawn. 

3.  That  forev  r,  a't.  r  the  s-ction3  are   s*  designated,  a   presj. 

dent  of  the  United  Stutes  shall  be  e't  cted  (rom   the  sections  re 


ty  McLane,  Mallary.  Matson,  M-rcer  Metcsilf.-,  Miliior,  .Mo  ilgo-  spectively,  in  rontioi.thr  first  being  a  citi/..  n  of  the  second  sec- 
niery.  Muorf,  of  Penn  Moorn,  of  Va.  Murray.  N^ale.  N.-lson,  of  tion;  the  second  el.  ciion  to  be  of  a  citizen  of  the  third  and  so 
Wd.  Newton,  Pattirrson.jif  pnnn.  Pirsou,  Pluurr  of  N.  H.  Plu-    on,  to  the  highest  numlier,  and  then  of  the  first  and  soon  as  befors 


^ ,    .„ t.f    PH 

mer,"'  Penn.  Poinsett,  Rjiiikiii.  R-.id,  of  .Md.  Reid.of  Geo.  Rich, 
Hociie-ter,  Ross,  Russ,  Sand-r?.  Sawyer,  Siott.  S  rg  ant,  Sloane, 
».  Smith,  W.  Smith.  J.  S.  Smith,  Stewart,  Stoddird  Tod,  To  ii 
Vinson,  Trimble,  Upham,  Va^.c--.  Van  R.-niSrHer,  Walker.  Wal- 
worth. Wartield,  WhiDple,  Williara3,of  Va  Woodson,  Wiight-80 
NAYS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer.  Baldwin.  Ball  B:issPtt, 
Blair,   Borland,    Brown    Burton,   Buil.r,  Canibr-leng.   Cannon. 

Culden.  Coniliet,  Coi-.kling.  Conner,  Crafts  Dentiis-m.  F.dwarils,  of    jecii  >'i  shall  b-  divid  d  by  congr  ss.  and  the  numbers  of  each  de. 
N.  e.  Eustis,  Fsrrelly.  Floyd,  Garnett,  Gebhard.  Gisc,  G.>rlia  o.    f  T  mn  d  by  littery,  as  befor  •  direct  d  the  one  section  taking  the 
S»D».,  Harvev.  Hawks,  Honks,  Huobard.  Keyts.  Laihnp.  Lincoln,    for.iierngra'utr,  and  theothera  higher  number. 
Litchfield,  L.'ig,  Mel  oy.  McNeill,  McSherry   Miitlack.     latiock*,  |-|^e    resolution    having    bet  ■.  read,  Mr.  J/byj^fftn 

Mitchell  ot  Peum  M.irgan^  Nelson,  of    M;.«^N  |.|On^ot  Va.Oj-..-  ....  •  ,     .  ^• 

srrMt,  PUiUipf, 


raentioor.||,  in  regular  rotition. 

4  That  any  suti  hereaft  r  admitted  into  the  union,  shall  IJB 
coMsidi-r.  d  asa  part  of  that  section  on  which  it  binds  by  the  great' 
est  extent  of  its  boundary 

5  That,  whenev  r  it  is  asCTtained,  by  the  census  of  the  UniteJ 
State«,  ibat  a  ly  section  contains  double  the  represented  numhens 
ol  th-   S'cti  in  conLiiTiing  the  lowest  represent-d  nu.Lbers,  sucb 


riSffl^M«"^«/^^.^S5'^  -^'^^^'^  -^^^  ^'-'  ^^^^^^-  ^=^^^^""«  ^^^  s'ib. 
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Ject  before  the  view  of  the  liouse  and  the  nation, 
and,  however  laughable  it  might  appear  to  some 
jcentlemei),  he  considered  it  a  very  serious  mutter. 
He  wislicd  it  laid  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose  of 
Calling  it  up  at  the  next  session. 

Afcera  variety  of  other  business,  to  be  noticed 
in  its  progress — 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  to  redace  the  com- 
pensation of  the  senators  and  representatives  in 
congress,  &c.  VVliereupon  a  long  debate  took, 
place,  a  brief  sketch  of  wiiich  occupies  six  of  the 
close-printed  columns  in  the  National  Iiitelhgencer, 
and  much  time  was  spent  in  calling  tne  yeas  and 
nays.  It  can  be  of  very  l.ttle  use  to  attempt  an 
abstract  of  it.  A  motion  to  postpone  the  su  jject 
to  the  1st  »Ioiidayin  Decemoer  next,  was  negatived 
— ayes  33,  noes  132.  A  motion  to  strike  out  six 
and  insert /(/HI-  dollars,  as  the  amount  of  the  daily 
compensation,  wus  lost — for  it  71,  against  it  92. 
We  STiouId  p'.ibhsa  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tnis  ques- 
tion, bat  these,  miiie  present  state  of  tne  bill,  do 
not  indicae  the  wishes  ,.f  individuals,  having  more 
a  view  to  subsequenl  proceedings  than  to  establish 
any  principle  just  now.  To.vards  the  close  of  the 
sitting,  .Mr.  A.  Smijih  submitted  a  resolution  by  way 
of  amendment,  to  reduce  all  salaries  and  compen- 
sations at  the  rate  of  1^0  per  cent.— but  before  any 
decision  was  bad,  the  house  adjourned  at  a  late 
hour. 

M'jTiday,  April  29.  Mr.  Sanders,  from  the  select 
eommittee  on  the  alTairs  of  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, submitted  a  long  report,  which  was  read,  and 
shall  be  inserted  hereafter. 

Tne  house  refused  ,77  to  57)  to  consider  Mr. 
Cache's  motion  to  appoint  aconnnittee  to  sit  during 
the  recess  of  the  session  to  investigate  the  state  of 
the  several  departments. 

Mr.  Dmglit  then  moved  that  the  house  do  consi- 
der  a  motion  which  he  this  morning  laid  on  the 
table;  and  the  house  agreed  to  consider  it— ayes 
69  noes  57\  which  motion  is  in  the  following  words; 
Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
decisions  of  the  second  couipti-oller  of  the  treasury,  wiili  the  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  leave  to  report  at  tlie  next 
session. 

It  appeared,  in  explanation,  that,  on  a  settlement 
of  John  H.  Piatt's  accou  its,  about  two  years  ago, 
a  balance  of  48,U00  dollars  was  found  to  stand 
against  him,  which  he  was  unable  to  pay,  and  that, 
influenced  by  sundry  considerations,  a  law  had 
passed  to  settle  his  accounts  "according  to  equity" 
— [that  is,  without  the  production  of  all  the  usual 
vouchers  required],  and  release  him,  provided  ins 
claims,  so  admittetl,  should  not  exceed  the  above 
amount  apparently  due:  but  in  the  settlement 
made  under  this  special  act,  it  appeared  that  a 
balance  iiad  been  made  out  in  favor  of  Mr.  Piatt, 
in  the  sum  of  60,000  dollars,  over  and  above  the 
said  48,000.  Some  discussion  followed,  until  the 
speaker  declared  that  the  time  allowed  for  the 
consideration  of  original  motions  had  expired— 
and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  repeal  the  14th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  military  peace 
eslablishment,  (which  section  establishes  general 
Scott's  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  ar- 
my), was  read  a  third  time;  and  the  question  being 
on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Floyd  said  that  this  bill  ought  not  to  pass 
without  some  examination:  because  the  rules  and 
regulations  which  it  went  to  repeal,  contained  sor- 
provisions  which  were  not  intended  to  be  esta- 
blished by  congress,  and  were  not  in  the  reguta 
tions  when  they  v/ere  established  by  congress.  Th. 
i  seventy -filth  article  of  those  regulations  contained 


a  manifest  forger_v,  which  ought  to  be  examined 
into.  He  had  before  lum  the  ni.inuscnpt  rules,  as 
laid  before  congress  previous  to  tlicir  oeing  esta- 
olished:  lie  had  also  the  copy  printed  from  the 
manuscript  for  the  use  of  this  house,  and  conform- 
ing to  It:  lie  had  also  in  his  hand  tiie  copy  promul- 
gated by  the  war  depitrtment.  In  thai  copy,  the 
toV.i  article  read  as  fol!..)tt's:  "Art.  75.  Transfers.  1. 
"  The  transfer  of  oSic  fs  will  only  be  made  by  the 
"  war  department,  in  orders,  on  the  mutual  appli- 
"  cation  of  tile  parties,  except  in  extraordinary 
"  cases.  See  63  article  of  -war.  Nor  snail  an  otii- 
"  cer  be  transferred  into  a  regi  nent  to  the  prejii- 
"  dice  of  the  rank  of  any  officer  thereof.  U'afen 
"  officers  are  transferred  at  their  own  request,  the 
"  order  for  change  of  station  will  specify  the  fact. 
"  See  article  69,  par.  81."  In  tne  rules  presented 
to  this  house,  and  jy  it  enacted  into  law,  ttie  words 
m  i  alic,  as  above,  were  not  to  be  found.  It  was  a 
subsequent  interpolation  and  a  palpable  forgery. 
He  had  other  objections  to  urge.  There  was  no 
situation,  he  said,  in  which  officers  could  be  placed, 
in  lime  of  peace,  in  which  they  did  not  get  their 
brevet  pay  and  otner  emoluments,  which  congress 
did  not  intend  they  should  have.  And  rumor  (which 
a  gentleman  from  Virginia  said  the  other  day  was 
often  malignant),  had  informed  lum,  that,  when  ge- 
neral Urown  was  attacked  with  the  malady  under 
whicli  he  yet  labors,  application  was  made  by  ge- 
neral  Scott  for  the  comm  .nd  of  the  army,  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  the  oldest  brevet  major  gene- 
ral,  though  the  youngest  brigadier,  and  tliis,  too,  to 
the  exclusion  of  a  man  who  had  risen  from  the 
lowest  to  the  higliest  ranks  of  the  army,  by  merit 
and  with  fame. 

Mi.  .Hex.  Smyih  explained  what,  as  he  under, 
stood  them,  were  the  facts  in  this  case.  The  regu- 
Lations  prepared  by  general  Scott  were  printed,  it 
was  true,  for  the  use  of  the  house.  General  Scott, 
then  in  Philadelphia,  received  one  or  more  copies 
of  the  document  after  it  was  pi-inted,  and  went  into 
an  examination  and  correction  of  errors  therein,  as 
well  of  the  press  as  of  tbe  manuscript,  and  also 
male  certain  alterations  in  the  text.  He,  (Mr.  S.) 
then  chairman  of  the  military  committee,  received 
a  copy  from  him  with  a  few  alterations,  and  after- 
wards, through  the  war  department,  another  copy, 
containing  considerable  alterations.  \^'hen  he 
came  to  draw  up  the  bill,  which  passed  into  an  act, 
establishing  the  regulations  compiled  by  majorge- 
neral  Scott  for  the  government  of  the  army,  it  was 
his  intention  that  tiie  last  copy  received  from  ge- 
neral Scott,  having  the  advantage  of  his  full  cor- 
rections, should  be  the  one  established.  For  that 
purpose,  he  deposited  that  copy  with  the  clerk  of 
the  house  He  w:is  perfectly  convinced  that  all 
the  corrections  to  be  found  in  the  promulgated  or- 
der were  made  anterior  to  the  passage  of  the  act 
establishing  the  regulations;  and  that  they  were 
then  intended  by  congress  to  be  what  they  have 
been  published  by  the  war  department  He  was 
confident  his  colleauge  was  mistaken  in  supposing 
ihei-'  had  Jeciianysnb.^eqiientinterpolalion  ofthem. 

Several  gentlemen  spoke  to  tlie  subject — after 
which,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  .ircher;  that, 
as  the  accusation  was  a  serious  one,  and  to  allow 
time  to  ascertain  facts,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Tlie  engrossed  ^'lU  for  the  preservation  and  re- 
pair of  the  Cumberland  road,  was  i-cad  a  third  time. 

Mr.  'I'ayinr  said,  he  considered  this  bill  as  so  im- 
portant in  its  character,  as  being  such  a  violation 
of  the  constitution,  that  he  felt  himself  impelled  t*> 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  thereupon  ordered. 
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Mr.  /?ce^.',  of  Md  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  for 
tlie  pi'.rposp  of  causing'  to  be  stricken  out  of  it  the 
section  tbat  authorizes  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  lessen  or  increase  the  rates  of  the  tolls. 
That  was  an  act  of  legislation,  hes:iiu,  which  it  was 
not  co.Titpetent  for  the  president  of  tlie  U.  States 
,to  exeicise.  This  mutiim  wxs  supported  by  the 
ino%e',  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Little,  Ross,  Tarn 
ble  and  Slexoart. 

Mr,  Reed,  of  Md.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  thereupon  ordered;  and  the  question 
on  a  commitment  being'  taken,  it  was  decided  in 
the  nep^.itive,  by  a  lirgfe  majority. 

Tlie  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passajje  of 
the  Viilj,  and  d»:cid  -d  as  follows: 

YKAS— M«-S5i-s.  BarlwrotOtiio,  Barstow,  Baylies.  Baylv,  Bluck- 
ft"!^-,  Brckenri'lge,  Buchanan.  Cani|ihell  of  N  Y  Cainiihell  of  O. 
*jiis  riv  Cha 'ibers.  Cocke.  Coiidict,  C<ijk,  C>i5liinaii,  CiithlvTt, 
Bant .  bi  kinson,  Dtiriee,  Dwierlit.  Ed'ly.  Edwards  of  Conn.  Ed- 
war--  o\'Vii.  Fiollay,  F-jll.r.  HnrJiii.  H-oiphill,  Hendricks,  Hill, 


for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  report  at  the  next 
session  on  the  subject  oi'  the  decisions  of  the  2d 
comptroller  of  the  treasury,  wasaj^ain  taken  up. 

After  some  debate,  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Lincoln  submitted  the  foHowin,^  resolution:' 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  U.  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  deposited  in  tlie  library' 
of  coiigfri'ss  the  orig'inals  or  copies  of  all  such  re- 
ports, memoirs,  or  documents,  not  heretofore  pub- 
lished, as  have  been  made  by  public  officers.  In-- 
dian  agents,  private  individuals,  or  exploring'  par- 
ties, to  the  executive  department  of  the  tjovern- 
ment,  io^etner  with  any  maps,  drawins^s,  or  charts' 
or  copies  of  the  same,  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  may 
be  consistent  with  the  public  service  to  have  there' 
deposited. 

Mr.  Reid, ol'  Maryland,  submitted  the  following 
:esoluti()ns: 

Kesolvea,  That  the  secretaries  of  the  state,  treasiirr.  -nnr.  and  na-' 


Mm  1  iBrd  .larkson,  J  T  .Totiiisun.  J.  S.  lohnston.  .lones  of  IVnn.  '  vydrpartnieiits, aod  tlir  posliiiustt-rgfniral,h^.  andlli<-v  areiiereby 
Tleii!  Kiiklui'.  L  ('Wie}!.  Litil>-,  Lunff,  MtCarty,  McLane,  Mc-  ■  dircctrtl  to  lay  Before  this  house,  wiuiiii  ten  days  after  the  com- 
Shcrrv.  it^iiarx , '^latsoM,  Merf'^r.  Metcalfe  Miliior,  MoiitgoniHry,  niencemcnt  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  a  report,  shewing  the 
Moo-.' of  Pt^nn'  Mi.of  of  Va.  Moor-of  Alah  N -ale,  V.lson  of  Mil.  time  when  was  made  the  last  sUtemeiit  upon  which  a  balance 
J>Viv.  N-wton  Pj>tli-i-.on  <S  H^n.  Phim<-r  of  N.  H.  Plu-m-r  of  Pen.  '  was  found  to  be  due,  of  the  accounts  of  the  oflicirs  or  sgt-nts, 
Sa/ikio,  U.-i'*  c!  C.  o.  Rich.  Ross,  Russ  San.Vrs,  Sawyer,  Scott,  j  foreign  or  domestic,  coll-cting  or  disUursin?  the  public  moneys, 
S.  r-r  -inf.  Sloa^'  •.  S.  Smith.  W  !inith  J  S  Smith,  Spencer,  Stew-  i  undt^r  the  authority  of  {heir  respectiv,*  departments,  who  have 
art  btoiklHri.  Swearpntf— .,  Tod,  Tomlinsoo.  Trimiile,  Uoham,  lielu  their  several  appointments  for  the  last  tlir.-e  years;  hnw  such 
V-  !iPf  Vj-  R  nss'-ia-r,  Walker,  Walwoith,  Williams  of  Va.  Wood-  balance  was  suffered  to  accrue;  what  steps  hav.-  been  takt-n  to  re- 
ion.  Wormai'.  Wright— s!7.  cover  it;  the  sufficiency  of  the  principal  and    securiti-s;  and  whe- 

N  X'i'S— M  ssr'i.  a;  x'lndr,  Allen,  of  Mass-  Archer,  Baldwin,  ,  thtr  any,  and  who,  of  such  a?cnts  or  officers  have  been  confiuu*^ 
B9II.  Ba«sett,  Blair,  Borland.  Brown.  Bur-on.  Bntler.  Cambreleng:.  in  the  public  service  aftei;  such  balance  was  tuted  to  be  due  by 
*a   >iO".  Cold  n.  Ctidilinc;   Conner.  Craf's,  Crutlup.  Edwards  of.  them. 

ZJ.  C.Farrlly.  FI05J.  G  bh.rd.  Gil-n  r.  Gi,t,  G.)r!iam.  Gross,  Har- 1  Resolved,  That  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  Sth  auditors  be,  and  iheyare 
vf-i  Hawk^-s  Hol-om'ii-,  Jo'i- s,  of  Va.  K'vs,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,'  hereby,  directed  to  lay  before  this  hous^-,  within  ten  days  after 
lltchti^ld,  ^Iatla<■k  Msttocks.  Mitch  II  of  V  .  Murray,  VnUon  of  the  comnifncement  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  an  account,- 
Wais.  N  Is-)nrif  Va  Ov  rstr.-t-t.  Prttt^■rstm  of  \  Y.  Phillips.  Piichi-r,  :  shewing  the  aoiount  of  moneys  unaudited  at  the  period  when 
B-'-'l.  of  Mass.  R.ed.  of  M<!.  Rhea.  Ro?-'i-s  R  !j?li'S.  .\rt'r  Smith,  i  their  several  offices  Wri-e  established;  the  amount  annually  appro- 
Al^x  Smvlh.St.'tline  of  Con.  St-rline  of  N.  Y.  St  vensnn.  Swan,  j  priatrd    by  co.i^ress   since  the  establishment  of  their  i-espective 

r,f  Va.  fucki-r  of  otficts,  which  it  was  tlieirdutyto  hav--  audited;  and  what  amount 
has  l)f-eii  actually  audited  by  them  annually,  carrying  the  balance 
of  oni-  year  to  the  account  of  the  succeding  year 

Resolved,  That  it  is  hereby  made  ihe  duty  of  the  several  audi- 
tors of  the  treasury  to  render  to  the  secretaries  of  their  resp-ctive 
depai'tiiients,  ase  ni-annu<l  stat>-meiu,  commeiicine  from  the  first 
day  of  ih.'  pr.  si-iil  year,  shewing  the  balance,  if  any,  due  by  any 
and  every  officer  wijose  duty  '.t  may  be  to  collect  or  disburse  the 
public  nion,-ys. 

Resolved.  Thatit  is  hereby  male  the  duty  of  the  secretaries  of 
the  Stat-.  irea-iMj.  war.  and  navy  departments,  to  lay  before  thif 
liousf-,  within  tc-n  dj)s  after  the  cocumpncem-iit  of  thi-ir  annual 
session,  a  list  of  the  balances  whi'-h  may  appear  to  be  due  upon 
the  last  semi-annuai  sialemeot  which  may  be  rendered  to  them 
respt-cliv^ly. 

Resolved.  That  it  is  her-by  made  tlte  duty  of  the  postmaster 
general  to  lay  before  tins  house,  within  ten  davs  after  the  com- 
mencement of  their  annual  session,  a  senii-aiinnal  statement,  ^hew- 
iiig  the  baiaiice,if  any.  due  by  each  and cvny  deputy  postrHasiec. 

I  he  resoluLious  lie  0,1  the  table  one  day  of 
course 

.Mr.  Blair,  of  S.  C.  submitted  fop  consideration 
the  followiigr  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  (tnd  house  of  re'iresentatives  efthe  Utiired 
Slatrs  of  Arnerirn  in  coii^iieis  nsccm'jleil,  lu'O-thirdsofboth  houset 
concurring,  Thai  the  f.,llowi!ig  amendments  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  Stat'-s  be  iinposrdto  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
states,  which,  when  raiilied  by  the  legislatures  of  three-fourths 
ot  the  stat-s,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  part  uf 
the  cunsiiliiiion. 

"That  no  increase  or  diminution  uf  the  compeniation  to  repre- 
sentatives, fir  their  services  as  such,  shall  be  made  hy  congresi, 
to  have  <-tr-ctor  operation  during  the  period  for  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  house  of  representatives,  acting  upon  the  subject,  slialt 
have  been  elected. 

"That  no  person  shall  be  appointed  by  the  p^sideat  of  the  U. 
States  to  any  office,  either  of  profit,  honor,  or  trust,  or  who  shall 
have  been  u  irujnhir  of  either  house  of  congress  within  the  lasi- 
two  years  preceding  the  election  of  the  president  for  the  liiut; 
being." 

After  Mr.  Blr.ir  had  supported  iiis  proposition 
by  a  few  appropriate  remark.s,  the  subject  under 
discussion  yesteiday,  as  to  certain  alterations  iu 
the  boo'-:  of  rules  fjr  tlie  re.c^ulation  of  the  army, 
was  taken  up  and  occupied  much  time  and  a  pro- 
tracted debate.  It  was  contended  on  or;e  side  that 
the  alleged  alterulions  vt:re  made  in  the  copy  of 
the  rules  laid  before  the  military  committee,  and 
the  fac.  was  so  stated,  positively;  on  the  other  hand 
it  was  maintained  tiiat  the  book  of  rules,  as  it  naw 
stands,  was  not  that  on  which  the  house  had  L'-'-i.r. 


T-.tnall.    lavlor.     'riiompson.  Tracy.  Tucker,  of 

S.  C.  Vm  1  Wyck.  AVhite,  Williams  of  N.  C.  Williamsen,  Wilson, 

VTood,  Woodcock— 68. 

So  tlie  b  II  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
Ooncurre'  ce. 

The  engrossed  bill  about  the  prompt  seltl'^riient 
of  ai'couiits — a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of 
Jopiity  collectors,  and  a  bill  explanatory  of  tiie  act 
for  the  relief  of  Rd.  O'Brien,  late  consul  at  .\lgiers, 
were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  house  took  up  the  compensation  bill,  and, 
after  spmding  considerable  time  thert-on,  durinp^ 
which  several  propositions  to  amend  were  made  and 
variouslv  disposed  of — the  bill  was  laid  on  the  ta 
ble,  (72  to  71).  to  take  up  the  military  appropria- 
Irion  bill,  which  it  was  necessary  should  be  attended 
to:  and  the  house  went  into  committee  of  the 
■whole  on  the  same.  Certain  amendments  were 
m.'ide,  and,  at  20  minutes  before  6  o'clock,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house,-. 
Vhich  then  adjourned. 

Tue!>dny,  April  30.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  from  the 
iSbmmittee  of  ways  and  means,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  president's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  government, 
made  report  thereon. 

[  rhe  report  shall  be  speedily  published  in  e.x- 
tenso.     It  estimates  that  the  revenue  for  the  pre- 
sent year  will   be  adequate  to  the  necessary  ex 
penditures,  and  will  leave  in  the  treasury,  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  asurplus  of  713,.548  dollars.] 

The  report,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sie-venson,  was  or- 
dered to  be  laid  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Eiistis.  from  the  committee  on  military  aftair.*;, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  from  the  senate  to  se- 
lect a  site  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  ar- 
mory on  the  western  waters,  reported  the  same 
•  ithout  amendment,  with  a  recommendation  that 
vhe  same  be  postponed  to  the  next  session;  hr.d, 
on  his  motion  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  rt- solution  yesterday  moved  by  Mr.  D-.uight, 


for  instituting:  a  cemmittee,  with  power  to  seud'lated.    To  each  ef  these  positions  raanv  e 
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tions  were  taken,  useless  to  detail — and  the  time 
allotted  to  the  consideration  of  original  motions 
expired  without  any  decision. 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  that  the  house  take  up  tor 
consideration  the  bill  to  reduce  the  compensation 
of  the  members  of  congress,  &c.  and  on  that  mo- 
tion he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were, 
thereupon,  ordered,  and  the  question  being  taken, 
it  was  carried — yeas  120.  nays  46. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for,  but  not 
sustained,  and  the  house  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill. 

Many  motions  to  amend,  some  of  them  with  a 
pretty  evident  view  to  defeat  the  bill  indirectly, 
•were  made,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  called  about  a 
dozen  times,  as  if  for  the  purpose  of  spending  the 
day:  but  nothing  took  place  that  directly  manifest 
ed  the  feelings  of  the  house  on  the  propriety  or 
principle  ot  tlie  bill.  A  motion  to  re-commit  it 
was  negatived  -and  so  the  matter  rested  at  the 
close  of  this  day's  sitting.  ■• 

I'he  following  message  was  reoeived  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives  a  re- 
port from  the  secretary  of  state,  in  pursuance  of 
their  resolution  of  the  29th  instant,  "requesting  to 
be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  judicial  proceed- 
ings in  the  United  States'  court  for  the  district  of 
Louisiana,  in  the  case  of  tlie  French  slave  ship  La 
Pensee."  .TAMES  MONROE. 

JVa^hinqton,29th  April,  1822. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  report  from 
the  secretary  of  state,  of  the  amount  of  moneys 
paid  as  Siilaries,  outfits  and  contingent  expenses  to 
foreign  mmisters,  since  the  year  1800,  and  the 
amou'st  paid  to  each;  which  was  ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  spe.ifcer  laid  before  the  house  a  communica- 
tion from  the  treasury  department,  in  relation  to 
the  funds  of  the  United  States  in  the  western 
banks;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

fFerlnesday,  May  1  The  committee  on  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  war  department  made  a  report, 
which  siiall  be  noticed  hereafter. 

A  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Slevenson  yes- 
terday, respecting  the  alterations  in  the  army  re- 
gfiilations,  was  adopted;  and  a  committee  appointed 
accordingly. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  laid  on  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing for  consideration: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  practice  which  has  obtain- 
ed in  the  public  offices  in  this  city,  (of  not  attend- 
ing  to  business  until  nine  or  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  closing  the  offices  at  three  in  tiie 
evening),  is  inconvenient  to  those  who  have  busi- 
ness to  transact  in  them;  it  is  not  such  reasonable 
attention  to  the  public  service  as  should  be  given, 
nor  such  attention  as  the  salaries  allowed  by  law 
are  entitled  to  command,  and  that  the  said  practice 
ought  to  be  abolished. 

2.  Retolved,  That  the  president  of  the  Unit.  :' 
States  be  requested  to  cause  the  respective  secre 
tary  of  state,  of  treasury,  of  war,  of  the  navy,  and 
the  postmaster  general,  to  report  to  this  house,  on 
the  second  day  of  the  next  session  of  congr  ss,  th*^ 
number  of  active  and  well  qual  fied  clerics,  and  ac- 
countants, that  will  be  necessary  to  perform  the 
duties  of  their  respective  offices  and  departments, 
by  requiring  a  reasonable,  constant,  and  diligent 
attention  to  business. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  number  of  officers  and  sea 
jjien  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Si.ites,  o.iglit  to  bt-  | 


limited  by  law,  and  that  the  number  of  neither 
should  exceed  so  many  as  can  be  actively  and  use- 
fully employed  in  the  service. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
house,  on  the  second  day  of  the  next  session  of 
congress,  a  plan  for  a  peace  establishment  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  to  the 
principles  declared  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Mr  Conklinst  laid  on  the  table  the  following  fot 
con''id''''.i''ion: 

Resolved,  hy  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  congress  assembleil,  two  thirds  of  both  houses 
concurring.  That  the  following  ami-Tidrnt-rits  to  the  constitution  of 
the  Unitfrt  States  tie  proposed  to  the  le^slatures  of  the  several 
states,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  lec;islatures  of  three  fourths  of 
the  states,  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, as  part  ot"  tha 
constitution: 

That  no  increase  of  the  osmpensation  of  members  of  con^resi 
shall  take  effect  during;  the  continuance  of  the  congress  hy  which 
it  shall  have  been  made.  And  sio  law  shall  be  passed  fixing  the 
pay  of  members  of  congress  at  a  greater  sura  than  six  dollars  for 
i-ach  day's  attendance,  and  six  dollars  tor  every  twenty  miles  tra- 
vel in  coming  to  and  returning  from  the  seat  of  government. 

The  bill  further  regulaiing  the  post  office  esta- 
blishment, (which  proposes  important  alterations 
in  the  present  arrangement  of  that  department), 
was  taken  up  in  the  house  by  sections.  A  debate 
ensued  and  a  variety  of  amendments  were  made. 
-At  lengtf),  when  it  was  nearly  six  o'clock,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
and  the  house  adjourned.  [The  amendments  strike 
from  the  bill  nearly  all  the  nev/  arrangements  pro- 
posed to  have  been  made  about  the  transport  or 
postage  of  letters  and  newspapers.] 

THUnSB-ix's  PJtOCF.r.BIXCS — MAT  2. 

Jn  the  senate,  several  bills  were  passed — among 
them,  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  na- 
vigation, to  regulate  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  to  vest  certain  militia  fines  in  the  state  of 
Penn-sylvania,  and  to  repeal  the  act  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  vaccination.  Some  others  were  pass- 
ed to  a  third  reading,  among  them  the  bill  for 
erecting  toll-gates  on  the  Cumberland  road. 

The  bill  from  the  house  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  deputy  collectors  was  rejected. 

Several  other  bills  were  partially  acted  upon, 
and  the  senate  spent  some  time  on  executive  busi- 
ness, and  then  adjourned. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  a  good  deal  of  bu- 
siness was  done  and  much  debating  had,  which  we 
shall  notice  more  in  detail  hereafter.  Among  other 
things — 

Mr.  Fuller  submitted  the  following  joint  resolu- 

ti!<T 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America. in  congress  assemhted.  two  thirds  of  both  houses 
concurring.  That  tt>e  following  article  he  proposed  to  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  several  states  as  an  amendment  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States— which,  when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of 
three  fourilis  of  tlie  several  states,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  part  of  the  constitution,  viz: 

The  compensation  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
vice  president  and  the  members  of  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
presentatives, shall  be  fixed  hy  law  at  the  first  session  of  every 
congress  elected  next  after  the  repn-sentatives  shall  be  proportion- 
ed among  tlie  several  st;ites.  according  t.<  a  ii.-w  census,  taken  pur- 
suant to  ilie  euiistituiion,  and  shall  not  he  increased  or  altered  for 
the  term  of  ten  years,  nor  until  after  the  census  and  apportionment 
next  suecppdiiig:  hut  no  increase  or  alteration  of  such  compensa- 
tion shall  take  eHVct  till  after  the  term  shall  have  expired  for 
which  the  persons  holding  the  offices  or  stations  aforesaid  at  the 
time  of  such  inuiease  ur  alteration,  shall  have  been  respectively 
elected. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tile  remaind.^r  of  the  sitting  was  chiefly  occu- 
pied on  tlie  military  appropriation  bill,  in  which 
some  amendments  were  made,  but  the  house  rose 
without  having  passed  through  the  same,  at  half 
past  6  o'clock. 
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Qj"  The  amount  of  matter  on  han^i  at  this  time  is 
so  large,  that  it  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  determine 
what  ought  to  have  precedence — but,  as  the  pro- 
ceedings of  congress  are  interesting  to  many  as 
furnishing  articles  of  news,  and  needful  to  all  for 
future  reference,  we  have  preferred  to  give  a  pretty 
full  view  of  the  transactions  of  the  last  days  of  the 
session,  heartily  rejoicing  that  it  hath  ended. 

Two  or  three  subsequent  numbers  will  necessa- 
rily be  nearly  filled  with  documents;  after  which, 
room  may  be  afforded  for  some  attention  to  miscel- 
laneous subjects  and  original  matter.  No  former 
congress  was  ever  so  productive  of  documents  as 
the  late  session;  and,  though  we  cannot  approve 
the  motive  of  many  calls  for  information,  the  gene- 
ral effect  will  be  salutary,  if  the  people  shall  read 
the  papers  submitted  with  a  little  more  attention 
than  most  members  of  congress  have  bestowed  on 
them.  We  shall  hereafter,  probably,  say  something 
about  the  motive  just  spoken  of,  as  well  as  invite 
our  readers  to  a  consideration  of  sundry  docu- 
ments, which  recently  have  been  or  soon  shall  be 
published  in  the  Uegister— for  it  is  our  determina- 
tion to  preserve,  either  at  full  length  or  by  abstract, 
all  that  can  generally  interest  the  friends  and  pos- 
sessors of  this  work. 

On  Saturday  last,  with  a  sljort  recess,  both  houses 
sat  nearly  until  midnight,  and  between  seveiity  and 
(ighty  bills  were  passed — this  being  the  last  day, 
according  to  rule,  on  which  business  originating  in 
either  house  could  be  acted  upon  in  such  house, 
except  on  amendments  made  by  the  other.  Most 
of  these  bills  were  of  a  private  character,  and,  no 
doubt,  had  been  well  considered  by  the  commit- 
tees who  reported  them — but  it  seems  a  little  irre 
concilable  with  prudence  or  propriety,  that  so 
much  time  should  always  be  wasted  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  session  and  so  much  hurry  and 
bustle  prevail  at  its  close.  Surely,  there  is  room 
for  improvement  in  respect  to  these  things. 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday,  both  houses  sat  until 
10  o'clock  at  night — the  chief  matters  transacted 
are  duly  noticed  in  our  account  of  the  proceedings. 
The  bill  respecting  the  Cumberland  road,  which 
had  passed  the  house  by  a  majority  of  19,  was  con- 
sidered as  if  to  be  passed  without  the  president's 
sanction;  but  instead  of  there  being  a  constitutional 
majority  for  that  purpose,  there  was  an  actual  ma- 
jority of  four  against  it;  and  the  appropriation  of 
9000  dollars,  added  by  the  senate  to  the  military 
appropriation  bill  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  was 
struck  out  by  the  house. 

The  veto  of  the  president,  on  the  the  bill  which 
had  passed  both  houses  to  erect  toll-gates  on  the 
Cumberland  road,  is  inserted,  and  the  additional 
message  shall  hereafter  be  given.  The  latter  is 
of  great  length,  and  the  president  details  his  views 
of  the  powers  and  rights  of  the  general  govern- 
ment as  to  roads  and  canals  and  other  internal  im- 
provements. On  this  subject  also,  we  have  an  able 
report  from  Mr,  Htmphill,  chairman  of  a  committee 
of  the  house,  wliich  shall  have  an  early  insertion. 
The  meeting  on  Wednesday  was  only  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  bills  which  had  been  approv- 
ed by  the  president,  and  both  houses  adjourned  at 
an  hour  so  early  that  a  good  many  members  reach- 
ed Baltimore  in  time  to  pass  on  in  the  steam  boat 
Vol.    X^'IK U. 


of  that  evening,  which  was  detained  for  their 
commodation. 


ac- 


MoNET,  &c.  On  Wednesday,  the  1st  inst.  there 
there  was  a  wonderful  bustle  at  New  York  about 
money,  and  the  news  of  it  spread  with  lightning- 
like rapidity,  inspiring  something  like  terror  as  it 
proceeded.  United  States  bank  stock,  which  had 
been  selhng  at  110,  tumbled  down  to  98— and  every 
person  who  had  money  seemed  to  grasp  it  as  with 
both  hands,  resolving,  on  no  account,  to  part  with 
it!  The  banks  at  New  York,  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore  totally  stopped  discounting,  and  it  ap- 
peared as  if  some  frightful  mischief  was  rapidly 
approaching.  Since  then,  however,  the  panic  has 
chiefly  subsided,  the  stock  has  risen  to  104,  the 
banks  at  New-York  and  Philadelphia  are  doing 
some  business,  and  those  of  Baltimore  are  going  on 
nearly  as  before,  which,  however,  was  very  pru- 
dently. 

Several  causes  are  assigned  for  this  unpleasant 
alarm,  which,  perhaps,  may  have  been  occasioned 
by  a  combination  of  them,  1st — that  certain  per- 
sons in  New  York  had  borrowed  large  sums  on 
hypothecated  stock  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  thrown  into  the  market,  the 
period  of  payment  having  arrived.  2nd — that  the 
regular  brokers  and  other  money-dealers  had  laid 
their  heads  together  to  make  a  speculation,  and 
cheat  and  ruin  some  of  their  fellow  citizens.  3rd 
— by  reason  of  the  great  amount  of  British  goods 
that  had  been  received  at  New  York  and  there 
sold  by  auction,  &c,  on  British  account,  causing  a 
great  demand  for  specie,  of  which  very  large  quan- 
tities have  lately  been  sent  to  England— 260,000 
dollars  in  one  vessel  from  Philadelphia. 

In  respect  to  each  of  those  items  we  may  speak 
at  length,  hereafter — but,  if  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  do  not  make  an  eff'ort  to  pay  off"  their 
public  debt  and  so  lessen  the  range  of  iniquitous 
speculation  in  stocks,  the  time  will  come  that  a 
few  dozen  base  men  may  place  a  value  on  every 
foot  of  land  in  our  country,  and  assess  the  amount 
that  each  of  us  shall  receive  for  our  daily  labor. 

During  the  bustle  and  excessive  pressure  for  mo- 
ney, exchange  on  England  fell  two  or  three  per 
cent.  It  is  rising  again — and  money  matters,  ge- 
nerally, are  not  much  more  difficult  to  be  managed 
in  Baltimore  now  than  they  were  before  the  bustle 
took  place,  except  that  greater  circumspection  is 
used.  The  "National  Intelligencer,"  of  Saturday 
last,  predicts  that  within  one  vionth  the  stock  of 
the  U.  S.  bank  will  be  at  110,  and  within  tu'o 
months  at  120,     We  shall  see. 


Foreign  news.  We  have  some  interesting  arti- 
cles as  to  foreign  events  prepared  for  the  press, 
though  there  is  not  much  of  what  may  be  called 
neTvs  in  them,  which  must  be  laid  over  for  want 
of  room. 

A  vessel  has  arrived  at  New- York  from  the  Texel, 
and  brings  a  report,  (but  it  is  only  a  report),  that 
Russia  had  declared  war  against  Turkey,  It  is 
probable  enough— and  the  leading  British  papers 
evidently  give  into  the  belief  that  hostilities  v/ould 
commence  between  those  powers.    It  is  suppose'd 
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that  the  badness  of  the  roads  has  prevented  the 
opening  of  the  ca  npaign. 

Some  measures  were  in  progress  in  the  British 
parharnent,  which  have  for  thtir  object  to  open 
the  West  India  Islands  to  the  commerce  of  the  U. 
States.  The  parliament  had  adjourned  to  the  17th 
of  April,  and  soon  after  that  date  it  was  believed 
that  said  measures  would  be  adopted  with  very 
little  opposition.  They  were  introduced  by  the 
ministers. 

Irel.nd  remains  in  a  dreadful  state— executions 
were  constantly  taking  place,  without  any  appa- 
rent effect  to  keep  down  the  amount  of  disorders. 

An  extract  ©f  a  letter  received  at  Philadelphia, 
by  the  brig  George,  dated  Havana,  April  20,  says— 
"A  vessel  is  just  arrived  from  Vera  Cruz,  in  tour- 
teen  days,  which  brings  the  news  that  the  congress 
at  Mexico  have  met  and  decided,  by  a  great  ma- 
jority,  to  adhere  to  the  union  with  the  monarchy 
of  Spain,  upon  the  constitutional  system.  Iturbide 
has  protested  against  it." 

Five  wretches,  pirates  who  had  fired  upon  and 
attempted  to  rob  an  American  vessel  near  St.  Bar- 
tholomews, were  arrested,  after  their  chief  had 
been  killed  in  the  strng^lf,  and,  being  tried,  were 
sentenced  to  death  on  that  island. 

Kethtuckt.  We  learn  from  Louisville,  that  2,050 
dollars  in  commonwealth  paper  has  been  paid  for  one 
thousand  specie  dollars!  It  appears  to  have  been 
of  a  more  depreciated  value  at  Lexington,  for 
210  dollars  in  paper  were  given  for  100  dollars  in 
specie.  Sach  is  the  inevitable  result  of  thi  paper 
system.  The  "rag  barons"  will  not  have  it  other- 
wise. 

\  CAPTtrnEB  SLAVES.  From  the  JVaiional  Intelligen- 
cer. We  mentioned,  the  other  day,  a  rumor  then 
in  circulation,  that  the  point  in  dispute  between 
the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain,  respecting  the 
restoration  of  captured  slaves,  which  had,  accord- 
ing  to  the  treaty,  been  referred  to  the  arbitration 
of  the  emperor  of  Russia,  had  been  decided  by  him 
in  favor  of  the  claims  of  the  United  States,  This, 
•we  now  understand,  is  incorrect.  The  fact  is,  that 
the  last  information  from  St.  Petersburg  was,  that 
the  discussion  on  the  subject,  by  the  ministers  of 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  had  terminat- 
ed, and  that  it  was  finally  placed  before  the  minis- 
ter oi  foreign  alfairs,  for  the  award  of  the  emperor. 


Do.  of  the  new  inter- 
nal revenue 
Public  lands 
Miscellaneous 
Dividend  bank  stock 
Ropajments 
Loan  of  five  millions 


69,027  63 

1,212,966  46 

152,913  43 

105,000  00 

14,636  29 

5,000,000  00 


The  total  expenditures  paid  from 
the  treasury,  during  the  year  1821, 
amoiuited  to  §19,094,895  65 

To  wit: 
For  civil  list  1,118,483  17 

iMiscellaiieous  911,553  91 

Foreign  intercourse  212,450  87 
Military   establish- 
ment 5,163,071  22 
Naval  establishment  3,322,243  06 
Public  debt  8,367,093  62 


State  of  the  treasury,  public  revenue,  appropria" 
tions  actually  made  for  the  service  of  the  year  1822s, 
and  of  the  public  debt. 

And  first     The  state  of  the  treasury. 

Amount  of  money  in  the  treasury 
on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1822        ^1,673,575  77 

From  which  deduct  debts,  due  by 
banks,  which  will  not  be  available 
during  the  present  year  800,000  00 

Leaving,  of  available  funds  in  the 
treasury,  on  the  1st  January  past,  873,575  77 

Second — The  revenue  for  1822. 

Customs,  as  estimated  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  14,000,0000  gO 

Excess  over  that  esti- 
mate, agreeably  to  a 
letter  from  the  secreta- 
ry to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  dated 
10th  April  500,000  Oa 


Public  lands,  per  annual  report 

Bank  dividends 

Arrears  of  direct  tax  and  internal 
duties 

Money  recovered  out  of  advances 
made  in  thf  war  department  before 
1st  July,  l«15 

Incidental  receipts 


14,500,000  00 

1,600,000  00 

350,000  00 


75,000  00 


60,000  OO 
25,000  OO 


Ways  and  Means. 

Jfeport  of  the  committee  q/  ways  and  means,  to  -which 
vas  referred  so  much  of  the  president's  message,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  first  sessio7i  of  the  seven- 
teenth congress,  as  relates  to  the  finances. 

House  of  representatives— April  30,  1322.    Read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  ttie  table. 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  which  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  president's  message,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  as  relates  to 
the  finances,  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report: 
The  total  nett  receipts  into  the  treasury,  during 

the  year  1821,  amounted  to  the  sum 

of  §19,588,340  01 

To  wit: 
From  customs  13,004,447  15 

Arrearages  of  the  old 

direct  tax  3  66125 

Do.  of  new  do*  25,687  80 


Estimated  amount  of  available  funds 
for  the  service  of  1822  §16,610,000  09 

Third— Amount  of  the  several  appropnationa  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1822. 

1    Permanent  appropriations,  viz: 

Reimbursement  of  the 
principal  of  deferred 
stock,  and  interest  of 
the  public  debt  §5.722,857 

Gradual  increase  of 
the  navy  200,000 

Arming  the  militia  200,OUO 

Indian  annuities  168.150 

Indian  trading  houses  19,000 

Civilization  of  Indians  10,000 

. 6,320.007  00 

Note.  Of  the  annual  appropriation  of  §500,000 
for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  only  §200,000 
are  required  for  the  service  of  the  present  year. 

2.  Temporary,  agreeably  to  the  se- 
veral appropriation  laws,  passed  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1822, 
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For  the  navy  2,284,911 
For  the  military  service  5,318,770 
Civil  department  1,565,409 
Public  buildings  123,300 
Private  claims  estimat- 
ed at  200,000 
Missions  to  South  America  100,000 


9,592,390 


Total  of  authorized  expenditures 

■for  1822  2,15,912,397 

Fourth — the  public  debt. 
The  total    amount   of  the    public 

debt,  on  the  1st  day  ot  January,  1822, 

was  g93,423,2l5  33 

Tiz: 

6p.  ct.  1812,8,855,981  83 

r  p.  cl.  do,     8.606,355  27 

IFhen  redeemable. 

17,462,337  10  in  1825 

6  p.  cts.  of  1813,  22,357,368  84  in  18 .6 

6  p.  cts.  of  1814,  13,011,437  63  in  1827 

6  p.  cts.  of  1815,  and  funded 
treasury  notes  10,954,994  17  in  1828 

63,786,137  74 

6    per    cent,    deferred 

stock,  1,783,148  38 

6  per  cent,  of  1796,  80,000  00 

6  per  cent,  of  1820,        2,000.000  00 

5  per  cent,  of  1 820,  999.999  13 

5  per  cents  1821,       _      4,735,296  30 

.5  per  cent  subscription 

to  the  bank,  7,000,000  00 

3  per  cents  13,295,956  04 

Louisiana  stock,  not  ap- 
plied for  on  30th  Sep- 
tember last  5,558  15 


Amount  paid  after  the 
?Oth  Sept.  for  Loui- 
siana stock  and  prin- 
cipal of  the  deferred 
stock. 


29,899,958  00 


262,880  41 


-29,637.077  59 


In  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  relative  to  the  exchange  of  5  per  cent,  lor 
6  and  7  per  cent,  stock,  a  mistake  was  made  in 
stating,  that  the  whole  of  the  debt  would  (except 
the  3  per  cents.)  be  paid  off  in  1833.  It  ought  to 
have  been  stated  in  1835.  The  error  is  presumed 
to  have  arisen  from  the  figure  5  being  mistaken  for 
3.  The  exchanged  stock  for  the  7  per  cents,  is, 
by  the  bill,  payable  in  1834,  which  proves  the  error. 

By  the  operation  of  the  present  sinking  fund  of 
ten  millions,  it  has  been  shown  by  a  former  report, 
that,  should  the  exchange  of  stock  be  effected,  the 
stock  contemplated,  amounting  to  §63,786,137  74, 
will  be  extinguished  in  the  year  1834,  except  the 
sum  of  81,9^2,000. 

The  commissioners  of  the  Sinking  fund  will  be 
charged    with  the  paymeHt  of  that 
amount  in  the  year  1835  §1,952,000  00 

-    And  with  tlie  payment  of  the  fol- 
lowing sums: 

Stocks,  5  per  cents,  of  1820  999,999  13 

S  per  cents,  of  1821  4,735,296  30 

Total  to  be  paid  in  1835  §7,687,295  43 

0,\  the  1st  of  July,  1824,  the  deferred  debt  will 
be  paid  off  by  the  operation  of  the  present  sinking 
find.    During  the  present  year  the  following  stocks 


will  be  paid  off:  6  per  cents,  of  1796,  §80,000,  and 
the  small  remnant  of  the  Louisiana  stock;  ar^d, 
during  the  years  1822, 1823  and  1824,  it  is  expect- 
ed by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  (if  no  unfore- 
seen expenditures  shall  occur)  that  the  6  percent, 
loan,  of  1820,  of  two  millions,  will  be  paid  off: 
There  will  then  remain  (3  per  cents,  excepted) 
only  the  seven  million  subscription  to  the  bank, 
which  is  balanced  by  United  States'  bank  stock 
to  a  similar  amount,  and  can  scarcely  be  considered 
as  a  debt.  If,  however,  congress  should  reduce  the 
amount  of  the  sinking  fund  to  eight  millions,  which 
your  committee  recommend,  then  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  debt  will  be  prolonged  four  years. 
The  state  of  the  finances. 

Amount  of  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1821,  which  will 
be  required  subsequent  to  the  1st  of 
January,  1822,*  §1,235,923  71 

To  meet  which  there  was  in  the 
treasury,  on  that  day,  of  available 
funds,  the  sum  of  873,575  77 


Being  an  actual  deficit,  in  case  all 
the  sums  appropriated  ibr  the  ser- 
vice of  1821  had  been  demanded,  of      262,347  94, 

Amount  of  authorized  expendi- 
ture for  the  year  1822,  15,912,397  00 


Amount  of  receipts  estimated  dur- 


16,274,744  94. 


ing  the  same  year. 


§16,610,000  00 


Surplus  of  receipts  over  the  expen- 
ditures of  1822, 

Add  thereto  the  sura  of 


335,255  05 
378,293  or 


Being  the  amount  of  repayments 
from  the  treasurer,  as  agent  for  the 
war  and  navy  departments,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1820,  and 
which  consequently  increases  the 
means  of  the  treasury  to  th.it  amount. 

Surplus  estimate  to  be  in  the  trea- 
sury on  the  31st  December,  1822,        §713,543  07 


The  amount  of  duty  bonds  taken  in  1821,  and 
which  will  become  jjayable  in  1822,  may,  agreea- 
ble to  information  received  from  the  secretiary  cJf 
the  treasury,  be  stated  at  fifteen  millions.  The 
collection  from  the  bonds  in  suit,  and  which  makes 
no  part  of  the  above  sum,  will,  it  is  presunitd,  by 
the  secretary,  be  equal  to  the  sums  not  paid  of  the 
above  when  due.  The  tonnage  duties  and  the 
payments  made  upon  duty  bonds  taken,  during  the 
first  six  months  of  this  year,  would,  in  ordinary 
times,  be  equal  to  the  expense  of  collection,  and 
to  the  payment  of  the  debentures  which  are 
chargeable  on  the  revenue.  This  would  gi\d  a 
nett  revenue  from  the  customs  of  fifteen  millions; 
but,  as  it  is  probable  that  the  re  exportation  for 
benefit  of  drawback,  will  be  increased  during  the 
present  year,  on  account  of  the  almost  total  cessa- 
tion of  the  civil  war  in  Spanish  America,  the  com- 
mittee have  deemed  it  safer  to  state  the  receipts 
of  the  present  year  ut  §14,500,000,  although  tkey 
think  it  may  amount  to  §15,000,000. 

•Ihe  sum  of  §1,117,029  22,  being  a  pert  of 
the  sum  stated  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasur»',  as 
the  balance  of  appropriations  chargeable  upon  the 
revenue  of  1821,  having  been  re-appropriated,  the 
above  balance  of  §1,235,923  71,  only  remains  of 
the  appropriations  of  1821, 
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The  committee  submit  the  following  estimate, 
for  the  year  1623: 

Receipts,  bottomed  on  those  of 
1822,  §16,610,000  00 

Expenditures,  bottomed  on  the  ap- 
propriations actually  made  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1822,  to  wit: 

Permanent  appropria- 
tions. »S6.620,007 


Temporary, 


9,592,390 


16,212,397 

From  which  may 
be  deducted  the 
following  items 
which  will  not  be 
required  tor  the  ser- 
vice of  1823: 

Delicit  in  revolu- 
tionary pensions       451,536 

Dtficit  in  quar- 
termaster's depart- 
ment, 76,000 

Dtrticit  in  Indian 
department  70,000 

Arrearages  prior 
to  the  1st  July, 
1817,  90,000 

Outfit  to  missions 
to  the  South  Ame- 
rican nations,  32,000 

Difference  in  the 
expenditures  of  the 
present  and  suc- 
ceeding session  of 
the  legislature,         166,812 

886,34& 


-15,326,049  00 


Sl,283,951  00 
To  which  add  the  surplus  estimat- 
ed  to  be  in  the  treasury,  on  the  31st 
December,  1822,  713,548  07 


Amount  estimated  as  a  surplus  in 
the  treasury,  on  the  31st  December, 
1823,  and  applicable  to  the  expenses 
of  1824,}  S  1,997,499  07 

The  committee  submit  the  preceding  estimate 
for  the  year  1823,  and  they  feel  a  well  founded 
confidence  that  it  will  be  verified  by  the  result. 
But  it  is  bottomed  on  no  certainty;  it  is  on  esti- 
mate, and  who  can  estimate  with  precision  a  re- 
venue mainly  arising  on  duties  on  imports^  subject 
to  the  winds  and  waves,  to  the  caprice  of  com- 
merce, to  the  merchants  making  a  greater  or  less 
reexportation,  to  the  want  of  punctuality  in  pay- 
ment  of  bonds  when  due,  antl  to  other  events  that  no 
human  being  can  foresee!"  Has  any  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  since  the  commencement  of  the  govern- 
ment, been  accurate  in  his  estimates  of  the  revenue? 
JVo  ove  has,  and  no  one  ever  can.  The  present  secre- 
tary has  been  nearer  to  the  result  than  his  immedi- 
ate predecessors,  as  appears  by  a  document,  which 
the  committee  ask  leave  to  present  as  part  of  their 
report;  yet  he  has  not  been  entirely  accurate.  At 
the  last  session,  he  estimated  the  imports  for  1821, 

♦There  will  be  required,  on  account  of  the  per- 
roanent  appropriatif  n  or  the  gradual  increase  of 
the  navy  §300,000  more  in  1823,  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding year. 


1^ 


at  fourteen  million.  This  was  esteemed  by  the 
best  informed  members  of  the  house,  as  too  low, 
and  the  secretary  was  openly  censured  for  present- 
ing a  view  of  the  finances  worse  than  they  really 
were.  The  committee  of  ways  and  means  were 
directed  by  the  house  to  investigate  the  subject, 
and  they  reported  that  the  imports  would  give  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars.  They  were  incorrect,  for 
the  customs  gave  little  more  than  thirteen  millions 
in  1821,  yet  the  committee  formed  their  opinion 
upon  data  that  they  thought  were  tenable;  they 
took  the  average  receipts  for  the  four  preceding 
years,  which  gave  the  sum  of  §17,868,809,  awd 
they  might  have,  with  such  a  result,  been  justified 
in  estimating  a  higher  amount  than  they  did.  They 
thought  themselves  safe  in  assuming  for  1821,  the  ' 
amount   actually  received   from   the  customs   in 

1820,  to  wit:  of  fifteen  millions.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, from  the  actual  receipts,  that  their  estimate 
was  erroneous.  The  result  being  so  much  less 
than  they  had  presumed,  arose  from  a  variety  of 
causes.  A  less  amount  was  received  from  bondsl 
in  suit  than  had  been  expected;  a  greater  amount 
of  debentures  were  issued  than  could  have  been 
anticipated,  owmg  to  the  distress  of  the  merchants 
compelling  them  to  export,  to  enable  them,  by 
the  debentures,  to  meet  the  payments  of  their 
bonds,  and  to  the  following  circumstance:  Deben- 
tures amountu)g  to  a  sum  exceeding  §800,000, 
which   were  payable  in  1820,  were  not  paid  until 

1821,  thus  becoming  an  unexpected  charge  upon 
1821. 

if  that  charge  had  been  paid  in  1820,  the  esti- 
mate of  the  secretary,  of  §14,000,000  from  the 
customs,  would  have  been  nearly  correct,  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  would 
have  been  different  from  what  it  was.  Other 
causes  operated  most  powerfully.  An  inability  to 
pay  for  the  imports  on  the  part  of  the  consumers, 
and  the  rapid  increase  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
country;  an  increase  thai  the  most  savgume  had  not 
anticipated.  The  following  view  will  shew  the 
great  loss  of  revenue  in  two  years,  and  particu- 
larly in  that  arising  from  cottons  and  woollens;  ' 
those  articles  pay  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  25  per 
cent.;  none  others  do.  In  the  year  1818,  it  will  , 
be  seen  that  the  imports  of  those  articles  amount-  j 
ed  to  g24  804,188;  and  in  1820,  only  to  §8,980,075;:  ' 
being  a  loss  in  two  years,  on  those  two  items,  of 
§15,824,113;  a  loss  to  an  extent  that  no  human 
being  could  have  foreseen.  It,  however,  carries 
with  it  this  consolation,  that  it  shews  the  great  and 
salutary  increase  of  the  national  manufactures,  and 
gives  a  well  founded  expectation  that,  in  a  few 
years,  our  own  manufactures  of  cotton  and  woollen 
will  be  equal  to  our  consumption. 

Of  goods  paying  an  atl  valorem  daty,  the  average 
value  in  the  years  1818, 1819  and  1820,  was, 

COST.  DUTIES. 

In  181?  ;g58,661,504  §11.947,260 

1819  39,885467  9,631738 

1820  22,128,487  4,420,959 
Amount  of  imports  at  several  rates  of  duties. 

15  per  cent.  20  per  cent.    25  per  cent. 
In  1818  §19,445,52^    §9,524,531    §24,804,188 

1819  13,971,5V3  '  5,979,736   16,555,399 

1820  9,407,: -b   2,400,789    8,980,075 

Dut. :  :n  tpirits. 

In  1818  §2,646,186 

1819  1,959,125 

1820  1,728,665 

Difference  between  18l8 
and  WO  §917,521 


NILES'  REGISTER    MAY  U,  1822  ->WAYS  AI^D  MEANS. 


1(15 


In 


1818 
1820 


On  coffee. 


§959,970 
664,592 


Difference,  §295,378 

The  committee  submit  herewith  three  state- 
inents,  obtained  from  the  treasury  department. 
From  those  statements  it  appears,  that  after  the 
30th   September,  1824, 

The  interest  on  the 
public  debt  will  be     §4,948,898  67 

Add  interest  on 
5,0  '0,000  to  claimants 
under  the  Spanish  trea- 
ty, at  5  per  cent.  250,000  00 


§5,1^8.898  67 
Arming  the  militia        200,000  00 
Civilization  of  Indians      10,000  UO 
Gradual  increase    of 
the  navy  500,000  OO 

Indian  annuities  157,875  00 


Amount  of  permanent 
appropriations  subse- 
quent    to     September 


1824, 


Add  to  the  above  the 
amount  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of 
1822,  after  deduction  of 
itema  not  required  for 
Eubsequent  years. 


§6,066,773  67 


8,706,042  00 


Amount  of  presumed  expenditures 
of  the  year  1825  14,772,815  67 

The  committee  pre. 
tend  not  to  form  any 
estimate  of  the  revenue 
that  will  arise  in  1825; 
but  with  a  riew  of  pre- 
senting tlie  subject, 
they  assume  that  it  may 
be  estimated  at  §16,000,000  QO 

And  they  presume 
that  the  proposed  revi- 
sion of  the  tariff  of  1816, 
may  give  an  additioH  of  1,500,000  00 


17,500,000  00 


If  the  result  should 
be  as  presumed,  there 
would  remain  subject  to 
the  sinking  fund,  §2,727,184  5-:i 

Which  amount,  with  salutary  retrenchments  on 
the  present  public  expenditures,  would  be  ade- 
quate to  meet  a  sinking  fund  of  eight  millions  of 
dollars,  and  to  leave  some  funds  apphcable  to  un- 
foreseen events. 

If  the  exchange  of  stock,  proposed  by  the  act 
■which  has  lately  passed,  should  take  effect,  there 
"Will  be  a  saving  of  interest,  resulting  annually 
therefrom,  of  §346,063,  which  may  be  added  to  the 
above  result. 

All  which  13  respectfully  submitted. 

No.  1. 

JEetimate  of  the  interest  -which  ivill  accrue  on  the  pub' 
lie  debt,  from  the  1st  October,  1824,  to  the  3Uth 
September,  182^;  provided  that  the  lohole  of  the  de- 
ferred stock,  the  §2,000,000  six  per  cent,  of  1820, 
and  the  §80,000  six  per  cent,  of  J796,  thall  be  pre. 
viouily  reimbureed.  i 


On  §13,295,956  04  3  per  cent,  stock, 
12,735,295  43  5  per  cent. 
55,180,172  87  6  percent. 
8,606,355  27  7  per  cent. 


Interest. 
398,878  68 
636,764  77 
3,310,810  36 
602,444  86 


§89,817,779  61 

6  percent,  of  1820, 
6  per  cent,  of  1796, 
Deferred 


§4,948,898  67 


§2,000,000  00 

80,000  00 

1,525,826  12 

3,605,826  12 


Amount  per  statement 
of  debt  on  1st  Janua- 


ry, 1821 


§93,423,605  73 


Amount  of  interest  brought  down    §4,948,898  67 

Deduct  the  amount  which  will  be 
saved,  provided  the  §26,000,000  of 
7  per  cents  and  6  per  cents  are  ex- 
changed for  5  per  cents,  viz: 

2  p.  ct.  on  §8,606,355  27 

7  per  cents,  §172,127  10 

1  p.  ct.  on  17,393,646  74 
6  per  cents,  §173,936  44 


346,063  Si 


Amount,  as  per  estimate  (2)      §4,602,835  13 
Treasury  departmeiit ,  Register'a  office, 
Jipril  27,  1822. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 

No.  2. 
Estimate  of  the  interest  -which  -will  accrue  on  the  pub- 
lic debt,  from  the  1st  October,  1824,  to  the  30th  Sep. 
tember,  1825;  provided  that,  in  addition  to  the  reim' 
bursement  of  the  slocks  mentiouedin  JVo.  1,  the  tvhole 
I  }"/  '''*  ^  P^^  cent,  stock,  and  so  much  oj  the  6  per 
cans,  as  ivill  be  necessary  to  make  up  the  §26,000,- 
000,  shall  be  exchanged  for  five  per  cent's. 
On  §13,29.5,956  04  of  3  per  cent.  stk.    398,878  68 
38,735,295  43  of  5  percent.         1,9"6,764  77 
37,786,528  14  of  6  per  cent.        2,267,191  68 


§89,817,779  61  §4,602,835  13 

Treasury  department.  Register's  office, 
Jipril  27,  1822. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 

No.  3. 

Statement  of  the  permanent  appropriationa  that  -will 
exist  after  the  30ih  of  September,  1824. 


.\rming  and  equipping  the  militia 
Paying  the  public  debt 
Civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes 
Gradual  increase  of  the  navy 
Treaties  with  Indian  tribes 


200,000 

10,000,000 

10,000 

500,000 

♦157,875 

§10,867,875 


Treasury  department,  Register's  office, 
April  27, 1822. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


•Permanent  appropriations,  as  per  esti- 
mate for  1822,  for  this  object,  152,725 

From  which  deduct  this  sum,  the  appro- 
priation for  which  will  expire  in  1823 


To  which  add  appropriationfl  under  act 
of  3d  March,  1821 


1^6 


NILES^  11EG1STER~MAY  11,  1822...WAY6  AND  MEANS. 


3 

'^  -.  •?■  3  3 


►i 
re 
o 
re 


^  <T 
re  3 

«»  o 

-^  re 

*-"-*►-'  — 

00  00  00  c 

t—  ^-  o  <* 
^  "f^  to  3" 

«-►   r»    r»    2 

O    O    O    J» 


re 

rr  isj  I-" 

^  n-  o-  <» 


„.  rr  2^  o  f^ 
3  re  f^  c   o 

'&^  2  s  S 

g-p-g-O.ISoreg 

<  3  re  lo  o  S. 

-•jq    BJ    h-  -»-.  -^ 

-  ;i:i3  5g-||o-greS 


-  re 

•1     r« 


o  o 


re  to 

ct  3  c 


p^? 


3 
O 


3 

o 


*»  re  "■ 

p^.  i^  o»  o  ^  00 

I-  -o 

o  o  ^  _.  ". 

•   '    £  2  3-  3'  5-  => 

a  n-  o  o  o  S 

3  c  c  o  o  i-" 

« I  s  s '?  ^ 

2  2  ^  -re  re  re  2       „. 
OS^IS  "re  2        ^ 

^  p  S-  "•-•'•-•  "'      »= 

"     1.    -    H-.    -• 


a 
►s 
to 
re 
•-«_ 

re' 

to 

O 

•*) 

B> 
re 

re 

1^ 
to 

re 

S3 

o 


SI  3  =•  3  ^ 

^  (t  n  n  n 

C-o  re  o  o 

g  c  c  c  c 

3 


"^     rf    f-*" 

r.*-    to      to 
/A 


rt  Sj  »  !?  "^ 

to    '^ 
0(0 

"•^  5"  5-3"  3 

?  =^  r.  '^  5i5 

;S  o  y!  o  o 

re  o  "    o  o 

»>  -1  o  -a  -J 
•1        '^ 
to 


«> 


Q-  o  T3  re  re 

1^  »j  re  i-s  "J 

"  re  o  re  re 

2.  3  «  3  3 


5* 

CO 

S3 

3" 


9 


■55  •-» 

o  re 
r»  re 

3"  l» 

re  r: 

re  c? 

re  ^ 
>*-re 


^  3 

re  -^ 

c  "^ 

to  re 

re  ai 

■s  » 

to  ■• 


00 

cr:  o 


re 

!» 

1 

cr 

»3 
r^ 

r^ 

zr 
re 

o 
f^ 

a 

^ 

►1 
re 
o 

2. 
•5' 

to 

3- 
< 

re 
rt_ 
«-♦■ 
a- 
re 
•1 
re 
X 
o 
re 
n 
fi- 
re 
O- 
o 

r» 

re* 
3 

ts 

o 
•1 


3- 
n 
re 

to 

€-»■ 

Si 


3 

Jo  5 
-  re 

•^  c 

o  o 

re  3" 

to    » 

O    " 

■"►j  re 

3-  =• 

re  :i 

">  rt- 
JLrt 
re  O- 

"   t^ 

O    "^ 

■^m 

D"  o 
3^  O 
"    O 

o 

o  re 

a-  a- 


o 

3 


OCOOOOODOOOOOOOOOOCXSOOOOOOCOOQCiOOOCDOOOOQ 
tv3*0>-'>—  i-'^-h-i-'i— '•-■'-'►-'OOOOOOOO 

•-»ovooo-Mo>o<ii^uitOh-ovooo-Niaitttif»-u)M 


t-'»OtOfOC0  03>-'>-'»-«  l-iMI-'Ml-'k-i-il-'h-'l-* 

01  M  *-  rfi  O  0  3  00  O  M  00  M  JD  O  JJ>  *>  ^  J—  _p  O  O 

o  Ifi  "to '01  "a>  rf^ 'to  ^  o  ^  tri  w  oi'bo'bt'bt  Vj'^'o  "ct> 

0>OK3N3  0iOOOOCCOOOOOCj»000 

Ojoo_trt0_p0j0_pojo_pjo_p  00  00  o  o 

000000  o^ooooo'o'oo'olrj'o^ 

oooocooooocooooooooo 
00000000000000000000 


L>  00 

O  CTi 


*0  to  03  if^  l-» 
j^  ►-  JO  JM  Ot 

td  "c  00  Ol  'oi 
tx  01  to  ^I  <0 

I-'  -M  to  00  !-• 

-vi  (-*  03  0»   Oi 

I—  o  ^  a>  00 
O^  *■  rf^  01  to 


I—  >^  to  if^ 


I—  03 
00  ifi 

_►- jD 

oiV 
to  o 
O)  to 

l-i  to 
CTi  trt 


00  rf^ 

o  to 
—  03 

w  to 
to  to 

-^  o 

O^  VO 


tO^  J~4_C7iJLr»  03  I--  ►—  03 

03 --J  c  Oo'trt'tn'co' 
OC  •<l  CTl  to  Ot   01  N3 
*-5*^i—  00  JO  C  J7) 
to  if>-  CTl  O  ^  CT>  "03 

K-  -s|  0>  >-«  03  to  O 
*..  03  I-'  to  c'  C^  -M 


to  "  <o 

00  to  03 


O  CTl 

olo 

"O  03 
^  03 


to  03 

O  00 


o>  <o 

03  Ol 


et 

r-t- 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO"* 

re 

CO 


OtOO—Orfi.»-'i-^>-»i-i|-'otOO»-»»>-«>-»i-'p-'tO 
^OH'^-v^oo*!^— '^OtOtnioCTiOOOJOttHif^i-'VO 

?rfr3;^33?r3333re'(ir3533333 

'"■"  ~  tooOOOtocoooOOOOO 

'Oi-J>1>1-tlOt0,^^^-J-j-j'-S 

rererere  rerererererere 


to    to   O    to    O    o 

to    W    "S    to     ►!    i, 

n       re  re 


[2<C'&<Q-a<c<a-Q-c-o-ciiO.CLo-CLa-a-c-0'P 
opppoopoppoppooooopfj' 

CI- 

►1 
re 


t-'i-'tOtOtOtO  >-•        ^^        ►-•h-'t-'t-ih-t-i 

*^jo^o*'_j-'piO)i-»^>-'_jooofiifi.o3i-'Otoy3 

000000  OrtOOftoO)  00  "o  03  O  O  to  O  "oi  ^ 
0000000  OOOOOOOOOCOOOO 

pppppoooopocoop  O  O  o  o  o 
o  00  o  ooo"oooooooo  o  o^^"o 
cooooooooooooooooooo 

OOOOOOOOOOOCBOOOOOOOO 


re  

re  ^ 
reSQ 

to    to 

cr.  (jx 
3  i^ 

>5    "to 


C7> 

o 
p 

"o 
o 
o 


l-l  (-» 

to  I-"   to  03 

oaoiO-^tTiOi-vjOt 

00 

to  I-"  to  03  to  ^o 

00 

00  -^  CD  0  00  «o 

ttk  (j\ 

03  (71  03  C3i  to  00 

•^  (7. 

CTl  &3  03  00  to  -~( 

■^  I-- 

0  00  *•  ^  *■  ^ 

~JtO00trt00*-t0tO 

1-J    I-4 

^0  itv  CO  too 

On  0, 

CT)  0  VO  00  to  00 

J^lOn03a)0300J<|po»^tO>-'OtO 

to'tOOalrt'tOOa'boai'to'o'i'.V 
tOtJi>—  (XtOOi^xcritotO^OS 
4^_p0_O3_O3OjO3tj,->j  C1031000 

CT>-^I  to  O3'o  o»"o»"b)^"o»Vto 

tO~-ltOOtO<JttOtOOOt3>>-'03 
03V(My3OOi-'00-^tri^C/i 

tOO»^030»tj>C3l>-'0  03<3l'vl 

tnO3O3h-0000^--S>f»O3l-iif:k 


> 


B 
re 


> 

n 

s. 


H 

o 


oeaoaodOdobcoosooaS 


oopooooooooooooooo 


"1 
re 
o 


-Sh-03*-0  03to=-;«tOC7it0^^03030;.-SXi 


Q  wi  >i^  wi  (>j  ^^  -^  03  03  (J»  ^-  to  I 

2522iilr333223333333 

to   ao   to   (o 


re  re  re^Q  re 


o  o  o  o  o  o 


c 


to    to    c 
1^   -1    (O    w    X 

rere  rerererererere 


SB 

3 


CLo-c-o-a-c^D-o-a-o-o- 

OOOOOOOCOOO 


C-CLO-O-O-C-P-O-so 

oooooooocr 
•    "•--.■.re 


re 


M 

W 
Si 

o 


w 
i' 

«-• 

re 


o 

»-• 
c 

»3 


\7i 


IB 

H 
to 

O 


o 

a 

to 


w 


NIT.ES'  REGISTER-MAY  11, 18£2-CONGRESS. 


IQ? 


Seventeenth  Congress — first  session. 

IN    TUK  SENATE. 

JMay  2.  In  addition  to  the  brief  notices  of  busi- 
ness transacted,  inserted  in  our  last  paper,  the  fol- 
lowing took  place. 

Several  bills  were  passed  and  others  ordered  to  a 
third  reading-,  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  give  their 
titles  now,  as  the  list  of  acts,  when  published,  will 
shew  the  final  disposition  of  ihem.  ihe  bill  from  the 
house  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  deputy  col- 
lectors  of  the  customs,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Smith  laid  on  the  table  un  amendment  of  the 
•rules,  to  prohibit  the  vote  of  any  member  from  be- 
ing received  or  entered  on  the  journal,  who  shall 
uot  be  in  his  seat  when  tlie  yeas  and  nays  are  taken. 
Three  bills  were  received  from  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives— among  them  one  further  to  regulate 
the  post  office  department;  which  were  severally 
referred. 

After  which  the  senate  spent  some  time  in  the 
consideration  of  executive  business,  and  then  ad- 
journed. 

May  3.  In  the  course  of  this  day  the  following 
bills  were  passed  and  sent  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives— 

For  the  disposition  of  certain  special  deposites;  to 
j-elieve  the  people  of  Florida  of  the  operation  of 
certain  ordinances;  and  several  others  were  order, 
ed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  respecting  incorporated  companies  for 
steam  ships  and  vessels,  was  rejected. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  erection  of  toll  gates  on 
»he  Cumberland  road,  and  making  an  appropria- 
tion of  9000  dollars  for  the  repair  of  said  road,  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Barbour  rose,  and,  in  an  able  speech,  support- 
ed the  bill — lie  argued  the  constitutionality  as  well 
as  the  expediency  of  it;  supporting  the  power  by 
the  grants  of  the  states  to  complete,  establish  and 
regulate  the  road  and  the  lattt^r  by  the  great  utili- 
ty of  it,  &c.  Mr.  Kin^,  of  N.  Y.  followed,  and  said 
be  had  never  entertained  a  dou'ot  of  the  right  of 
congress  to  appropriate  money  for  roads  and  ca- 
nals, &c. 

'Ihe  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
th"  bill,  an  '  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  fol- 
io" ?: 

YEAS— Mpssra.  Barbour.  Barton,  Brown,  of  Oliio,  Chandler, 
Bickk'rsuii,  Ealun,  Edwinls,  Kiiidlay,  Holmi.s,  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
JVIiss.  Joliosuii.  of  K-ii.  .Iihoson,  of  Lou.  Kinjf.  of  N  Y.  Knight, 
jiaimiaii,  Lowri  .  Morril,  Palnivr,  Parrott,  Pl-asaiits.  KuBijles, 
Sryinour,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thoiuas,  Van  Bur  n,  Ware,  WiUiams, 
of  Miss.  Williams, of  Tenii.— 29. 

N/VYS— Messrs  Beiitun,  Gail(ard,  King,of  Alab.  Macon, Smith, 
t^okes,  Walktv,— 7. 

Si  me  minor  matters  and  an  attention  to  executive 
bus.ncss  occupied  the  remaindi^r  of  the  tlay. 

JW(.!/  4  The  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the 
Mechanics  bank  of  Alexandria,  was  ordered  to  a 
^hird  reading. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  from  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives further  to  regulate  the  post  otiice  es- 
tabhshment. 

Mr.  Stokes  stated,  that  he  was  instructed  by  the 
committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads,  to 
move  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postp<;ned.  The 
bill,  he  said,  contained  some  valuable  provisions, 
but  it  was  so  loosely  drawn,  and  was  so  defective 
in  other  respects,  that  it  would  require  much  amend 
mint  of  detail,  which  there  was  not  time  now  to 
enter  into. 

After  some  remarks  from  several  gentlemen,  the 
bill  wasindtfinitely  postponed,  by  a  large  majority. 

The  following  bills  were  passed  and  returned  to 
the  other  house:  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of  public 


insolvent  debtors;  to  explain  the  act  for  the  rcVief 
of  R.  O'Brien;  to  confirm  the  title  of  A.  Dibreu  and 
S.  Hancock  in  a  tract  of  land. 

Some  other  business  being  transacted,  the  senate 
adjourned  to  6  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Eveninir  sittuiff.  The  engrossed  bill,  authorizing 
the  purchase  cf  200  copies  of  Davis  and  Force's 
edition  of  the  6th  volume  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  being  at  its  third  reading,  and  on  the  ques- 
tion of  reading  it  a  third  time  to  day,  it  was  object- 
ed to  by  Mr.  Macon,  and,  as  it  requires  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  senate  to  read  a  bill  tv/ioe  on 
the  same  day,  the  bill  was  of  course  rejected. 

Eighteen  bills  for  the  allowance  of  private  claims, 
were  received  from  the  house  of  represetHatives 
for  concurrence,  severally  twice  read  and  referred 
to  the  appropriate  committees. 

The  senate  took  up  the  amendments  of  the  house 
of  representatives  to  the  bill  in  addition  to  tlie  act 
concerning  navigation,  and  concurred  tliereiii. 

The  remainfler  of  the  sitiing  was  consumed  in  re- 
ceiving, reading,  and  referring  the  other  bili^'  w'.iich 
passed  the  house  of  representatives  this  evening, 
and  on  executive  business. 

JMay  6.  The  senate  was  in  sessTon  this  day  from 
10  o'clock  until  4,  and  from  6  to  10  in  the  evening. 
All  the  bills  received  from  the  other  house  on  Sa- 
turday had  been  referred,  and  such  as  have  passed 
will  hereafter  appear  in  the  list  of  acts — a  few  of 
them  were  indefinitely  postponed,  alias  rejected. 
All  these  were  on  account  of  private  claims. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  military 
service,  was  reported  by  the  committee  on  finance 
with  some  amendments,  the  only  material  one  of 
which  was  a  proviso  that  the  appropriation  for  con- 
tinuing the  fortification  on  the  Kip  Raps,  (fort  Cal- 
houn), shall  not  he  regarded  as  confirming  tlie  con- 


tract with  Elijah  Mix.    Tliis  amendment  v/as  agreed 
to  by  the  senate  without  a  division. 

Mr.  TItomas  oli'ered  an  additional  section,  pro- 
posing to  insert  in  llie  bill  an  appropriation  of 
9000  dollars  for  repairing  the  Cumbei-iand  road. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  Loivrie,  and  Kinir,  of  N.  Y.  and  was  advo- 
cated by  Messrs.  Thomas  and  Talbot,  and  v.'as 
adopted,  ayes  23,  noes  10. 

May  7.  The  following  resolution,  offered  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  JJeiiiou,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to, 
viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  the  senate,  at  the  comniencenie'it  of  the  next 
session  of  confi;ress,  any  inforaiation  whicli  may  Ui-  in  tb«  posses- 
sion of  the  gov'-rnmrut,  derived  from  si^ecial  ageiits  or  otherwise, 
shewing  the  number,  value,  and  position  of  the  copper  niinfs  ou 
the  south  shore  ol  lake  Superior,  the  names  ot  the  Indian  tribes 
who  claim  the.-rj,  the  practicabili'y  of  extingoishir.g  their  fill", 
and  the  probable  advantage  which  may  result  to  the  republic 
from  tbe  acquisition  and  working  of  these  minci. 

Tne  f.llowiiig  -esolutioii,  submitted  yesterday 
by  ;^lr  Piirrott,  was  also  taken  uii  and  agreed  to: 
Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  reqiwiited 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  ih«  suiat'',  at  the  commencement  ot  the 
next  session  of  coiigrss,  tbe  amount  of  all  sums  of  money  collect- 
ed, und^r  the  authority  of  any  law,  or  laws,  of  tbe  state  ofG.  «.r- 
gia,  (to  which  the  assent  of  congress  may  have  b-en  givenj  In. 
posing  a  tonnag'-  duty  on  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  of  S4- 
vaiinah  and  St.  Mary's,  and  tbe  manner  iu  which  such  itums  of 
money  Uavi-  been  expended. 

I  lie  senate  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of 
the  bills  heretofore  received  from  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  and  continu  d  thus 
engaged,  with  the  exception  of  a  recess  of  two 
hours,  until  quite  late  at  night.  .\11  the  !..ilis  were 
a(  ted  on,  and  all  passed,  not  heretofore  noticed, 
with  the  following  exceptions: 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Mechanics* 

bank  of  Alexandria  was,  after  furtlier  discussic!>i 

o 


^ands  in  the  state  of  MiBsis.sippi;  to  relieve  certain    indefinitely  postponed— ayes  17,  noes  12 
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The  bill  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  George- 
town, D.  C.  was,  also,  after  some  debate,  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

The  following  bills  were  also  severally  rejected 
by  being"  laid  on  the  table,  or  indefinitely  post- 
poned.   ,   •'  ,  J 

For  tbereltfef  of  Joshua  Bennett;  to  repeal  part 
of  an  act  of  tbe  state  of  Maryland  of  1784,  relative 
to  an  additixa^to  \Georgetown;  for  the  relief  of 
Benjamin  Delb&Ki^oncerning  invalid  pensioners; 
for  the  relief  of  UiKidon  Case. 

The  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  military  ap- 
propriation bill,  relative  to  the  Cumberland  road, 
and  to  the  contract  of  Elijah  Mix,  both  of  which 
were  disagreed  to  by  the  house  of  representatives, 
■were  receded  from  by  the  senate,  without  a  divis- 

JMay  8.  Nearly  all  the  bills  that  then  had  been 
received  from  the  house  of  representatives,  were 
passed  yesterday  or  to-day.  oif  ^?s  a  correct  list  of 
the  acts  may  be  expected  in  the  next  Rkgistf.h,  -we  do 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  give  a  list  of  those  Just  n07o 
passed  in  the  senate. 

Mr.  Benton,  after  a  speech,  which  shall  inserted 
in  our  next,  submitted  a  resolution  respecting  the 
legality  of  certain  leases  of  lead  mines  in  Missouri. 

The  senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  execu- 
tive business,  and  so  continued  until  half  past  2 
o'clock,  when  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  oi» 
the  president  having  reported  that  he  had  nothing 
to  communicate,  the  senate  adjoarned  sine  die. 


HOUSE  OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

'  Thursday, May  2.  [Additional  particulars  of  the 
days  proceedings].  Mr.  Warfeld  delivered  in  the 
following  repoit: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution  instructing  them  to  report  the  best  mode,  in 
their  opinion,  of  giving  to  the  public  a  full  and  cor- 
rect statement  of  the  debates  and  proceedings  of 
this  house,  report,  that  they  have  taken  tbe  same 
into   consideration,   and  are  of  opinion   that    the 
government  of  the  United  States,  being  a  govern- 
ment which  essentially  depends  upon  public  opi- 
nion, it  is  a  consideration  of  the  first  importance 
that  the  course  pursued  by  the  immediate  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  in  congress  should  be  ioi- 
partially  presented  to  the  public  view.     Whether 
it  will  be  practicable  to  give  a  minute  account  of 
the  debates  and  proceedings  of  congress  on  all  the 
various  subjects  that  may  arise,  your  commttee  will 
not  undertake  to  decide.     But  they  consider  a  ri- 
gid adherence  to  fact,  in  whatever  is  published  of 
the  proceedings  of  congresss,  as  indispensable:  that 
whenever  a  part  of  a  debute  is  published,  the  whole 
should  be  published,  as  well  as  the  arguments  on 
the  one  side  of  the  question  as  the  arguments  on 
the  other  side,  and  the  proceedings  faithfully  given 
to  the  public.     Your  committee  thersfore  submit 
tbe  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Tb'atthe  speaker  be  requested  to  receive,  durinp  tlie 


tbe  consideration 

'^"tklr.  Little  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  ta- 
ble  The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  being  then  stated  on  agreeing  to 
the  report — 

Mr.  Little  then  rose  and  objected  to  the  measure 
which  would  involve  a  considerable  expenditure  of 
money.  He  thought  it  best  to  leave  the  matter 
where  it  now  stands:  he  did  not  think  that  the 
country  was  prepared  to  expend  20  or  30,000  dol- 
lars on  publishing  the  debates,  &c.     Mr.  fVarJield 


replied  that  the  committee  had  not  entertained  an 
idea  that  the  proposed  publication  of  the  debates 
would  be  expensive,  &c.  The  report  was  laid  on  the 
table — ayes  71. 

The  house  refused  to  consider  the  bill  in  relation 
to  the  taking  up  of  fugitive  slaves. 

The  bill  to  establish  certain  post  roads  and  dis- 
continue others  was  taken  up,  and  acted  upon. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  Stales: 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  message  to  both  houses  of  congress,  at  the 
commencement  of  their  present  session,  it  was 
mentioned  that  the  government  of  Norway  had  is- 
sued an  ordinance  for  admitting  the  vessels  of  the 
United  States  and  their  cargoes  into  the  ports  of 
that  kingdom,  upon  the  payment  of  no  other  or  hig!i- 
er  duties  than  are  paid  by  Norwegian  vessels,  of 
whatever  articles  the  said  cargoes  may  consist,  and 
from  whatever  ports  the  vessels  laden  with  them 
may  come. 

In  communicating  this  ordinance  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  that  of  Norway  has  re- 
quested the  benefit  of  a  similar  and  reciprocal  pro- 
vision for  the  vessels  of  Norway  and  their  cargoes, 
which  may  enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

Tliis  provision  being  within  tiie  competency  on- 
ly of  the  legislative  authority  of  congress,  I  com- 
municate to  them,  herewith,  copies  of  the  commu- 
nications received  from  the  Norwegian  govern- 
ment in  relation  to  the  subject,  and  recommend 
the  same  to  their  consideration. 

JAMES  MONROE, 
Washington,  1st.  May,  1822. 

The  message  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  commerce. 

Several  bills  were  passed — among  them  that  fo." 
the  further  regulation  of  the  post  office  depart- 
ment. 

The  military  appropriation  bill  occupied  much 
time  in  the  consideration  of  different  amendments 
proposed,  some  of  which  were  agreed  to.  There 
v/as  a  spirited  debate  on  the  appropriatioa  of  about 
19,000  dollars  fdr  the'  payment  of  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  courts  martial  in  New  York,  but  the  item 
was  retained  134  to  15.  The  nays  were  Messrs. 
Bassett,  Butler,  Cocke,  Dickinson,  Floyd,  Gilmer 
McCoy,  Matsoii,  Moore,  of  Va.  Nelson,  of  Mass. 
Nelson,  of  Md.  Patterson,  of  N.  Y.  Williams  of  N. 
C.  Williams,  of  Va.  and  Wriglit. 

Mr.  Cocfce  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation 
for  fort  Cullioun,  (it  being  now  in  order,  as  an  affir- 
mative proposition,)  and  he  again  adverted  to  the 
considerations  that  should  influence  a  decision 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Butler  was  in  favor  of  the  motion,  because  it 
would  operate  as  a  suspension  though  not  a  deci- 
sion upon  the  contract,  and  the  public  would  not 
suffer  by  the  delay. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  further  supported 

by  Messrs.    Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Fuller,  F. 

rA-e,  and  C(U/i6er<,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 

McDuffe,  Farrelly,  .Ilex.  Smyth,  and  Bald- 

win,  but  at  ^  past  6  o'clock,  and  before  any  question 

was  taken  thereon,  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  May  3.  Mr.  Wood,  from  the  committee 
on  the  expenditures  in  the  department  of  state, 
made  the  following  report  thereon: 
•  The  committee  on  so  much  of  the  public  ac- 
counts and  expenditures  as  relates  to  the  depart- 
ment of  state. 

Report,  That  the  manner  in  which  the  moneys 
appropriated  to  the  department  of  state,  or  made 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  secretary,  are  drawn 


NILES'  REGISTER—MAY  11,  18£2 -CONGRESS. 


169 


and  expended,  will  be  seen  by  a  communication  t 
made  to  the  committee  by  the  secretary,  and  which 
is  annexed  to  this  report. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  estimate  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  that  most  of  the  appropriations 
made  to  this  department,  for  the  year  1821,  which 
have  been  drawn  and  expended,  are  specific  in 
their  nature  and  amount.  The  committee  there- 
fore have  directed  their  attention  principally  to 
an  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  contingent  appropriations  for  the  year 
past,  as  far  as  they  deemed  it  necessary,  and  the 
same  was  practicable. 

None  of  the  appropriations  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  intercourse  with 
the  Barbary  powers,  and  for  the  relief  of  seamen, 
made  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  have  been 
drawn  or  expended.  The  balances  of  former  ap- 
propriations have  been  more  than  sufficient  for 
their  expenses. 

Of  the  contingent  expenses  of  our  ministers 
abroad,  entire  returns  have  only  been  received 
from  the  minister  at  London.  The  contingent  ex- 
penses of  that  mission  for  the  year  past,  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  forty-four  dollars,  and 
sixty-one  cents;  the  objects  of  expenditure  are 
such  as  are  incident  to  the  office,  and  are  inconsi- 
derable in  number  and  amount.  The  accounts  are 
regularly  kept,  and  certified  by  the  secretary  of 
legation,  and  the  committee  were  informed  at  the 
treasury,  that  the  accounts  of  all  the  ministers  of 
the  United  States  are  required  to  be  kept  and  cer- 
tified in  the  same  manner. 

*  The  moneys  appropriated  for  the  relief  of  dis- 
tressed American  seamen  in  foreign  countries,  are 
expended  by  the  American  consuls,  and  the  ac- 
counts  are  regularly  entered,  receipts  are  taken 
and  witnessed,  and  the  whole  certified  by  the  con- 
sul. 

The  expenditure  of  the  moneys  appropriated 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  department,  is 
confided  to  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  department. 
These  contingencies  embrace  the  advertising, 
printing,  and  distribution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  books  and  maps  for  the  use  of  the  depart- 
ment; newspapers  for  our  ministers  in  foreign 
countries;  the  translation  of  foreign  languages; 
stationary,  printing,  and  necessaries  for  that  office, 
and  for  the  patent  office. 

The  committee  have  examined  the  accounts  »f 
these  expenditures,  &c.  Sec.  with  the  vouchers 
for  the  said  accounts,  as  far  a3  they  judged  neces- 
sary. 

The  objects  of  expenditure  appear  to  be  such 
as  are  necessary  to  the  execution  of  the  duties  of 
the  department,  and  must  therefore  be  authorized 
by  law.  The  expenditure  is  within  the  apppro- 
pri.ation,  and  is  supported  by  sufficient  vouchers. 
The  accounts-  are  regularly  kept;  the  expendi- 
tures appear  to  be  made  with  fidelity  and  economy, 
and  the  committee  are  unable  to  suggest  any  sub- 
ject of  retrenchment  compatible  with  the  public 
service. 

The  report  was  read;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tom- 
linson,  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sergeant  earnestly  urged  the  passage  of  a 
bill  to  exempt  John  Mitchell,  now  a  clerk  in  one  of 
the  departments,  from  the  operation  of  a  provision 
in  the  appropriation  bill  lately  past,  which  forbids 
the  payment  of  money  to  any  one  who  stands  charg- 
ed on  the  public  books.  He  stated  the  case  at 
length,  and  it  is  evidently  a  very  hard  one.  After 
debate— th^  bill  was  laid  on  the  table  64  to  54;  the 


house  being  unwilling  to  invalidate  the  provision 
and  open  the  way  for  similar  applications. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States.- 
I  herewith  transmit  to  congress  copies  of  letters 
received  at  the  department  of  state.from  the  minis- 
ter of  Great  Britain,  on  the  subject  of  the  duties, 
discriminating  between  imported,  roiled  and  ham- 
mered iron. 

1  recommend  them  particularly  to  the  considera- 
tion of  congress,  believing  that,  although  there 
may  be  ground  for  controversy,  with  regard  to  the 
application  of  the  engagements  of  the  treaty  to 
the  case,  3et  a  liberal  construction  of  those  en^ 
gagements  would  be  compatible  at  once  with  a 
conciliatory  and  a  judicious  policy. 

JAMES  xMONROE. 
Jf'ashington,  Jtlayl,  1822. 

The  message  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  mean§j 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  transferring  to  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  the  proceeds  of  certain  militia 
fines,  was  passed,  as  was  also  the  bill  to  establish 
certain  roads  and  discontinue  others. 

The  house  having  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  making  certain  appropriations  for  the  mi- 
litary service,  the  question  recurred  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Cocke,  to  strike  out  the  appropriation 
of  §50,000  for  fort  Calhoun. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  and  sub 
tained,  and  the  question  on  its  engrossment  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays— for  it  131,  against  it  20. 
The  nays  were — 

Messrs.  Baylies,  Burrows,  Butler,  Campbell,  of 
Oliio,  Cannon,  Chambers,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Edwards, 
of  N.  C.  Eustis,  Floyd,  F.  Johnson,  Keyes,  Kirk- 
land,  Long,  Mallary,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Ross,  Wil- 
liams, of  N.  C. 

The  bills  making  an  appropriation  for  Indian  an- 
nuities, and  to  abolish  the  United  States  trading 
establishment  with  the  Indian  tribes,  were  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  [and  passed  next  day.] 

The  compensation  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  by 
a  large  majority.  The  house  then,  in  committee, 
spentsome  time  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  advances  of 
the  public  money — some  amendments  were  pre- 
posed,  and  the  committee  rose  without  coming  to 
any  determination.  The  bill  declaring  the  assent 
of  congress  to  a  certain  act  cf  the  state  of  South 
Carolina  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  as  was 
also  the  bill  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  commissioner 
of  the  public  buildings,  at  32,000.  [Passed  the 
next  day.] 

Saturday,  May  4.  A  great  deal  of  business  was 
transacted  this  day — the  house  was  in  committee 
of  the  whole  no  less  than  tventy-t-wo  times,  includ- 
ing the  evening  sitting:  the  following  are  the 
names  of  the  gentlemen  that  were  in  the  chair  on 
different  subjects — Mr.  Lathrop,  Mr.  Hill,  (three 
times)  Mr.  Bateman,  Mr.  Edwards,  of  N.  C-  Mr, 
Dwight  ("twice)  Mr.  Cocke,  Mr.  McCov,  Mr.  Har- 
din, \lr.  Little,  Mr.  Vance,  Mr.  Tracy",  .Mr.  Wal- 
worth,  Mr.  Campbell,  (twice)  Mr.  TomlJnson, 
Mr.  Nelson,  of  Va.  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Mallary  and 
Mr.  Sergeant. 

The  bill  concerning  navigation  was  reported 
with  an  amendment  and  passed — that  to  authorize 
the  location  of  certain  school-lands  in  Indiana,  wag 
ordered  to  a  third  reading — the  house  refused  to 
consider  the  bill  to  reduce  and  fix  the  military 
peace  establishmenjl — the  bill  to  regulate  trade  an'J 
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intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  was  ordered  to 
3  third  reading.     Then — 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States; 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Slates: 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  of  the  19th  of  April,  requesting 
the  president  '«to  cause  to  he  communicated  to  the 
house,  if  not  injurious  to  the  public  interest,  an^^ 
letter  whicli  may  have  been  I'eceived  from  Jona- 
than Russell  one  of  the  ministers  who  concluded 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  in  confonnity  with  the  indi- 
cations contained  in  hts  letter  of  25th  of  Decem 
ber,  1814,"  I  have  to  state  that,  having  referred 
the  resolution  to  the  secretary  of  state,  and  it  ap- 
pearing, by  a  report  frc-m  him,  that  no  such  docu 
inent  had  been  deposited  among  the  archives  of 
the  department,  I  examined  and  tbund  among  my 
private  papers  a  lette  r  of  that  description,  marked 
private  by  himsi  If.  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  state,  by  which  it  app<  ars 
that  Mr  Russ-dl,  on  being  apprized  that  the  docu- 
ment refen-ed  to  by  the  resolution  had  not  been 
deposited  in  the  department  of  state,  delivered 
there  "a  paper  purporting  to  be  the  duplicate  of 
a,  letter  written  by  him  from  Fans,  on  the  llth  of 
February,  1815,  to  the  then  secretary  of  state,  to 
be  communicated  to  the  house,  as  the  letter  called 
for  by  the  resolution. 

On  the  perusal  of  the  document  called  for,  I 
tind  that  it  communicates  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  Mr.  Russell  and  a  majority  of  his  col- 
leagues, in  certain  transactions  which  occurred  in 
thenegociationsat  Ghent,  touching  interests  which 
have  been  since  satisfactorily  adjusted  by  treaty, 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri  ain.  The 
view  which  Mr.  Russeil  pre.-)ents  of  his  own  con 
duct,  and  that  of  his  colleagues,  in  those  transac- 
tions, will,  it  is  presumed,  call  from  the  two  sur- 
viving  members  of  that  mission,  who  differed  from 
him,  a  reply,  containing  their  view  of  tliose  trans- 
actions, and  of  the  conduct  of  the  parties  in  them, 
and  who,  should  his  letter  be  communicated  to  the 
house  of  representatives,  will  also  claim  that  their 
feply  should  be  communicated  in  like  manner  by 
the  executive — a  claim  which,  on  the  principle  of 
equal  justice,  could  not  be  resisted.  The  secre- 
tary of  state,  one  of  the  ministers  referred  to,  has 
already  expressed  a  desire  that  Mr.  Russell's  letter 
should  be  communicated,  and  that  I  would  transmit, 
at  the  same  time,  a  communication  from  him  re- 
jecting it. 

On  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  have 
thought  it  would  be  improper  for  the  executive  to 
communicate  the  letter  called  for,  unless  the  house, 
on  a  knowledge  of  these  circumstances,  should  de- 
sire it;  in  which  case  the  document  called  for 
shall  be  communicated,  accompanied  by  a  report 
from  the  secretary  of  state,  as  above  suggested.  I 
have  directed  a  copy  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Rus 
sell,  to  be  disposed  of  as  he  may  think  proper,  and 
have  caused  the  original  to  be  deposited  in  the 
department  of  state,  with  instructions  to  dehver  a 
a  copy  to  any  person  whomav  be  interested. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washington,  May  4:th,  1822. 

Depaktkeht  of  state, 
Washington,  May  3,  1822- 
The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  was  referred  ti.e 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
19th  ultimo,  requesting  the  president  "to  cause  to 
be  communicated  to  the  house,  if  not  injurious  to 
the  public  good,  any  letter  or  communication  which 


may  have  been  received  from  Jonathan  Russell, 
esquire,  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  United  States, 
who  concluded  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  after  the  sig- 
nature  of  that  treaty,  and  which  was  written  in  con- 
formity to  the  indications  contained  in  said  minis- 
ter's letter,  dated  at  Ghent,  22th  of  December, 
1814,"  has  the  honor  of  reporting  to  the  president, 
that,  until  after  the  adoption  of  the  said  resolution 
by  the  house,  there  was  upon  the  files  of  the  de- 
partment of  state  no  letter  from  Mr.  Russtll,  of 
the  description  mentioned  therein;  but  that  Mr. 
Russell  himself  has  since  delivered  at  the  depart- 
ment  a  communication,  purporting  to  be  the  du- 
phcate  of  a  letter  written  by  iiim  from  Paris,  on 
the  llth  of  F.-bruary,  1815,  to  the  then  secretary 
of  state,  to  be  communicated  to  the  house,  as  the 
letter  called  for  by  their  resolution. 

A  copy  of  this  paper  is  herewith  submitted  to 
the  president.  JOHN  QDiNCY  ADAMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  message  was  order 
ed  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  speaker  lAid  before  the  house  a  communica- 
tion from  the  treasury  department,  relative  to  the 
proceedings.  Sec.  of  John  Brahan,  late  receiver  of 
public  moneys  at  Huntsville,  Alabama;  which, 
with  the  documents  accompanying  the  same,  was 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bdl  from  the  senate  for  the  disposal  of  certain 
special  deposites,  was  twice  read;  and 

Mr.  Milnor  moved  that  it  should  be  postponed 
until  December  next.  Mr.  Hardin  spoke  of  the  ne- 
cessity  of  Its  passage  to  enable  the  secietary  of  the 
treasury  to  make  certain  arrangements  before  it 
was  too  late— the  bih  forbids  the  disposal  of  those 
funds  at  a  rate  lower  than  par,  and  the  business  was 
to  be  done  with  the  approbation  of  the  president. 
Sic.  Mr.  Coo^' contended  that  Mr.  H.  was  wrong  in 
his  premises  when  he  stated  that  the  debts  due  by 
these  banks  were  in  the  nature  of  special  deposites 
in  their  vaults.  No  part  of  the  152,000  due  by  the 
bank  of  St.  Louis  was  of  that  character,  but  as  that 
of  specie  deposited  therein.  Mr.  C.  entered  into  a 
detail  of  the  manner  in  which  these  debts  had  aris- 
en- he  spoke  of  the  168,000  due  by  the  bank  of 
Vincennes,  and  mentioned  that  certain  bonds  given 
by  the  state  of  Indiana  to  that  bank,  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  United  States;  that  the  governor  was 
ready  to  pay  them,  but  in  the  notes  of  said  bank, 
which  were  not  worth  a  farthing.  Sec.  He  thought 
there  was  no  necessity  for  the  bill,  and  also  that  it 
was  inexpedient  to  pass  it.  At  length,  the  bill  wafi 
laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  from  the  senate  to  abolish  the  United 
States'  trading  establishments  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Milnor  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  pas* 
sage,  but  the  call  was  not  supported,  and  the  bill 
then  passed  without  debate. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  further  appropriations 
for  the  mditary  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1822,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Wright  rose  and  said,  he  voted  against  the  ap- 
propriation of  Uie  19,000  dollars  to  pay  the  militia 
courts  martial  in  New  York  during  the  late  war;  and 
he  felt  it  due  to  himself,  said  he,  briefly  to  assign 
the  reason.  These  culprits  were  moved  and  se- 
duced, by  the  instigation  of  the  Devil  and  the  Hart- 
ford convention,  treasonably  to  desert  the  standard 
of  their  country,  and  not  to  do  their  dutj:  They 
themselves  ought  to  have  paid  the  cost.  We  have 
no  such  charge  in  Maryland,  and  it  may  be  a  ques- 
tion  whether  the  court  martial  ought  to  be  paid  at 
all,  as  I  do  not  understand  that  any  of  these  culpritfl 
suffered  death, 
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The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate 
{'or  concurrence. 

Mr  Tomlinson  movedtore-consider  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on 
goods  imported  into  Castine — but  the  motion  was 
negatived:  it  was  afterwards  taken  up,  but  laid  on 
the  table. 

Many  private  bills  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  ta  )le. 

The  following'  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  house  of  representatives.' 
Having  duly  considered  the  bill,  entitled  "an  act 
for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland 
road,"  it  is  with  deep  regret,  approving,  as  I  do, 
the  policy,  that  I  am  compelled  to  object  to  its  pas- 
sage, and  to  return  the  bill  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, in  which  it  originated,  under  a  convic- 
tion that  congress  do  not  possess  the  power,  un- 
der the  constitution,  to  pass  such  a  law. 

A  power  to  establish  turnpikes  witli  gates  and 
tolls,  and  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  tolls  by 
penalties,  implies  a  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a 
complete  system  of  internal  improvement.  A  right 
to  impose  duties  to  be  paid  by  all  persons,  passing 
a  certain  road,  and  on  horses  and  carriages,  as  is 
done  by  this  bill,  involves  the  right  to  takt-  the  land 
from  the  proprietor,  on  a  valuation,  and  to  pass 
laws  for  the  protection  of  the  road  from  injuries: 
and,  if  it  exist  as  to  one  road,  it  exists  as  lo  any  other, 
and  to  as  many  roads  as  congress  may  think  pro- 
per to  establish.     A  right  to  legislate  for  one  of 
these  purposes,  is  a  right  to  legislate  for  the  others. 
It  is  a  complete  right  of  jurisdiction  and  sovereign- 
ty, for  all  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement, 
and  not  merely  the  right  of  applying  money,  un- 
der the  power  vested  in  congress  to  make  appro- 
priations, under  which  power,  with  the  consent  of 
the  states   through  which  this  road  passes,   the 
work  was  originally  commenced,  and  has  been  so 
far  executed.     I  am  of  opinion  that  congress  do 
not  possess  this  power — that  the  states,  individual- 
ly, cannot  grant  it;  for,  although  they  may  assent 
to  the  appropriation  of  money  within  their  limits 
for  such  purposes,  they  can  grant  no  power  of  ju 
Tisdiction  or  sovereignty,  by  special  compacts  with 
the  United  States.     This  power  can  be  granted 
only  by  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  and  in 
the  mode  prescribed  by  it. 

If  the  power  exist,  it  must  be,  either  because  it 
has  been  specifically  granted  to  the  United  States, 
or  that  it  is  incidental  to  some  power  which  has 
been  specifically  granted.  If  we  examine  the  spe- 
cific grants  of  power,  we  do  not  find  it  among 
them;  nor  is  it  incidental  to  any  power  which  has 
been  specifically  granted. 

It  has  never  been  contended  that  the  power  was 
specifically  granted.  It  is  claimed  only  as  being 
incidental  to  some  one  or  more  of  the  powers  which 
are  specifically  granted.  The  following  are  the 
powers  from  which  it  is  said  to  be  derived: 

1st.  From  the  right  to  establish  post  offices  and 
post  roads.  2nd.  From  the  right  to  declare  war. 
3d.  To  regulate  commerce.  4th.  To  pay  the  debts 
and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare.  5th.  From  the  power  to  make  all  laws  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  all 
the  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  in  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  depart- 
ment or  officer  thereof.  6th,  and  lastly.  From  the 
power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  and  other  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States. 
'  According  to  my  judgment,  it  cannot  be  derived 


from  either  of  those  powers,  nor  from  all  of  thens 
united,  and  in  consecjuence  it  does  not  exist. 

Having  stated  my  objections  to  the  bdl,  I  should 
now  cheerfully  communicate  at  large  the  reasona 
on  which  they  are  founded,  if  I  had  tim"e  to  reduce 
them  to  such  form  as  to  include  them  in  this  pa- 
per.    The  advanced  stage  of  the  session  render's 
tiiat  impossible,     lluving,  at  the  commencement 
of  my  service  in  this  high  trust,  considered  it  a  duty 
to  express  the  opinion,  that  the  United  Stales*  do 
not  possess  the  power  in  question,  and  to  sui^gest, 
for  the  consideration  of  congress,  the  propriety  of 
recommending  to  the  statts  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution,   to   vest    the    power  in    the    United 
States,  my  attention  has  been  often  drawn  to  the 
subject  since,  in  consequence  whereof  I  have  oc- 
casionally committed  my  sentiments  to  paper  re- 
specting it.     The  form  which  this  exposition  has 
assumed,  is  not  such  as  I  should  have  given  it,  had 
it  been  intended  for  congress,  nor  is  it  concluded.— 
Nevertheless,  as  it  contains  my  views  on  this  sub- 
ject, being  ond  which  I  deem  of   very  high  im- 
portance, and  which,  in  many  of  its  beai'ings,  has 
now  be';ome  peculiarly  urgent,  I  will  communicate 
it  to  congress,  if  in  my  power,  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  or  certainly  an  Monday  next. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washington,  JMuyiih,  1821. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  message,  and  the  bill 
be. laid  on  the  table,  which  was  carried — ayes  82. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hobert  Purdy  was  laid 
on  the  table,  as  was  also  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
U  States  naval  Fraternal  Association,  the  ground 
of  objection  being  against  the  general  exei-cise  of 
the  power  of  incorporation.  Many  other  bills  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

An  additional  message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  relation  to  the  message  this  dav 
presented  on  the  subject  of  the  Cumberland  road, 
was  received;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  was  or- 
dered to  be  laid  on  the  tablo  and  printed 

[This  additional  message  embraces,  at  great 
len^gth,  the  views  of  the  president  on  the  subject  of 
internal  improvement  generally — which  shall,  of 
course,  be  presented  in  the  Registeh.] 

In  addition  to  those  already  mentioned,  the  fol- 
lowing bdls  were  passed:  to  provide  for  annuities 
to  certain  Indian  tribes;  to  fix  the  compensation  of 
the  commissioner  of  the  public  buildings;  for  the 
rehef  of  William  Henderson;  to  authorize  the  loca- 
tion of  certain  school-lands  in  Indiana;  for  the  re- 
lief of  Isaac  Collier;  for  the  relief  of  John  M.  Moody 
and  Samuel  Moody;  for  the  relief  of  William  Bart- 
lett;  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Branson;  for  the  relief 
of  Trapmaun  Jahucke  and  Co.  for  the  relief  of  Al- 
exander Roddy;  for  the  relief  of  John  Stearns  and 
Nathaniel  Carver;  for  the  relief  of  U:ivid  Cummings; 
for  the  relief  of  William  N.  Eurle;  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  A.  Swearingen;  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Edward  McCarty  dec.  for  the  rehef  of  Solomon 
Prevost;  for  the  relief  of  the   representatives  of 
John  Girault;  for  the  relief  of  John  Byers;  for  the 
relief  of  the  representatives  of  John  Gutlirie;  for 
the  relief  of  Anthony  Kennedy;  for  the  relief  of  Sal- 
ly Vance;  to  require  sarveyors  to  give   securityj 
for  the   release  of    Amos    Muzzy  and   Benjamin 
White;  for  the  relief  of  John  Post;  for  the  relief  of 
Farley  Fuller;  for  the  rehef  John  Matteson;  for  the 
relief  of  Edward  King  and  William  Smilic;  concern. 
ing  invahd  pensioners;  for  the  relief  of  James  Bria- 
ban  and  Jonah   Lewis;  for  the   relief  of  William 
Thompson;  confirming  the  claims  to  certain  lots  in 
the  town  of  Mobile  and  land  claims  in  Florida;  for 
the  relief  of  Susan  Kurzat  widow,  and  the  legal  re- 
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presentativesofthelate  Gabriel  Burzatdec.  for  th^ 
relief  of  .las.  Peirce;  for  the  relief  of  Peier  Ca  d- 
well  and  James  Britten;  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Campbell;  for  the  relief  of  VVillliam  Gwynu;  for 
the  relief  of  Loudon  Case;  for  the  relief  of  James 
Miller,  John  C.  Elliott,  and  others,  sureties  of  John 
H.  Alley;  to  issue  leters  pattent  to  Theoderick  S. 
Warbang  and  others;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bain- 
bridge;  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Howard  jun.  for 
the  relief  of  Benjamin  Desobry;  to  authorize  the 
delivery  of  certain  rifles  to  the  young  volunteers  at 
Plattsburg;  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Stephenson; 
fc*  the  relief  of  Samuel  N.  Walker,  and  others,-  for 
the  benefit  of  James  Barron;  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
L,ee;  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Maddox;  to  autho- 
rize the  payment  of  certain  certificates;  respecting 
the  sale  of  water  lots  in  Georgetown,  and  to  incor- 
porate the  inhabitants  of  Georgetown;  for  the  relief 
of  Jno.  Grute;  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Maria  Therese;  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Cannon,  and 
R.  and  F.  Hickman;  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Bennett; 
to  explain  the  act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  Bultimore;  vesting  in  the  commissioners  of 
the  counties  of  Wood  and  Saiidusky,  the  right  to 
certain  lots  in  the  town  of  Perrysburg  and  Crogh- 
ansville,  in  Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes;  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  Ewings;  for  the  relief  of  Wilham 
Donley. 

The  following  bill,  which  originated  in  the  se- 
nate, was  also  passed;  to  regulate  the  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  Indian  tribes. 

Qj^This  day  being  the  last  in  which  the  bills 
could  pass  the  house  in  which  they  originated — an 
adjournment  took  place  at  4  o'clock  and  an  evening 
sitting  commenced  at  6,  which  lasted  until  after 
eleven  at  night — the  proceedings  are  included  in 
the  statement  given  above. 

Mondarj,  JJiiu6.  Mr.  JVood  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  srcliitect  of  the  public  huidlings  be  aiitho- 
lired,  in  conjunction  with  the  clerk  of  this  housr,  to  make  such 
necessary  repairs  for  the  improvement  of  the  hall  of  the  house  of 
representatives  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  facilitate  the  means 
of  speaking  aiidhcanng. 

After  some  explanations  from  Mr.  JVood  and  re- 
marks by  Mr.  Keys,  the  house  refused  to  agree  to 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Steioarl  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi'ncy  of  authorizing;  the  sale 
of  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  public  lots  and  grounds  in  the  oity 
of  Washington,  and  vesting  the  proceeds  of  such  sale,  as  stock,  in 
a  company  incorporated  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  co- 
operate with  Virginia  and  Maryland,  in  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Potomac  river,  from  tide-water  at  this  city,  to 
Cumoerland,  in  the  state  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Condict  called  for  the  question  of  considera- 
f20?i  thereon,  when  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
So  the  bouse  refused  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  I^loyd  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  t.ible: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
lo  cause  a  report  to  be  made  to  this  house,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  next  session  of  conirress.  showing  tiie  iiumlier  and  loial  posi- 
tion of  each  of  the  armories,  arsenals,  and  m!ic;a7iuesof  the  United 
States:  the  time  at  which  each  was  established,  and  the  total  ex- 
pense of  constructing  and  repairing  the  same,  up  to  thi-  end  of  the 
year  1821.  Also,  the  whole  numljet  ol  cannon  and  other  arms 
made  annually  at  each  armory  and  arsenal,  from  its  estahlishment 
to  the  end  of  the  said  y  ar.  Also,  an  exhi'iir,  in  detail,  ol'  the 
expenses  of  each  armory  and  aiienal.  for  each  year,  from  1816  to 
1821,  inclusive— showing,  first,  the  gross  amount  of  money  expend- 
ed at  each  within  each  yi  ar;  second,  the  separate  object  to  which 
the  expenditure  was  applied;  third,  the  contracts  and  purchases 
made  at  each,  within  each  year,  by  whom  ;ind  with  whom— whe- 
ther publicly  or  |)rivately,  with  or  without  public  notice— for  what 
articles  or  materials— the  amount  of  each  contract  for  all  pur- 
chases, and  the  amount  given  therefor;  the  names  of  all  concern- 
ed, as  principals,  agents  and  securities;  their  place  of  residence, 
and  the  failure*  which  may  have  occurred  in  any  contract;  fourth, 
the  whole  number  of  arms  and  equipments  transmitted  to  each 
state  and  territory  in  the  union,  under  the  act  of  congress  for 
arming  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States;  fifth, 
tSe  wtioie  number  of  cannon,  armi,  e<iuipments,  and  manitions 


of  war  of  every  kind,  distinguishing  the  different  kinds  now  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  and  where  placed;  sixth,  theannual 
expense  of  transporting  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  from  the 
places  at  which  they  were  made  or  purchased  in  the  \tlaotk! 
states,  to  the  places  at  which  th'y  were  to  be  delivered  or  used,  in 
the  western  states  or  territories— specifyin;;  the  several  descrip- 
tions of  arms  and  munitions  so  transported,  and  the  cost  thereof 
where  purchased.  The  whole  so  arranged  as  to  exhibit  clearly 
the  anuual  expenditure  of  the  auoual  appropriation  for  each  spe- 
cific object. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Hemphill,  the  committee  or. 
roads  and  canals  were  discharged  from  all  petitions 
and  other  matters  before  them. 

In  committeeof  the  whole,  Mr  DarlingtonxnXhe 
chair,  the  bills  from  the  senate  for  the  relief  of  the 
representatives  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  for  the  relief 
of  the  sureties  of  Joseph  Pettypool,  and  for  the 
relief  of  the  representatives  of  Greenbury  H.  Mur- 
phy, were  considered,  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  afterwards  passed. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  John  Donnelson  and 
John  Coffee,  (for  e.-stra  allowances  as  surveyor-ge- 
nerals), were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  took 
up,  and  read  the  third  time,  the  bill  from  the  sen  ite 
to  repeal  the  lith  section  of  the  act  of  last  session 
reducing  the  army;  and,  after  an  explanatory  rr^. 
mark  from  Mr.  V.  as  to  the  practical  operation  of 
the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the  said  14th 
section,  the  bill  was  passed. 

rhe  bill  granting  a  tract  of  land  lo  William  Con- 
nor, his  wife  and  children,  (promised  by  the  agents 
of  the  treaty  at  St.  Marys),  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard Matson,  and  to  authorize  the  payment  of  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  to  Thomas  Shields,  were  seve- 
rally ordered,  after  some  opposition,  to  a  third 
reading,  and  afterwards  pdssed. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  which,  with  the 
accompanying  documents,  was  ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table: 

1  transmit  to  congress  translations  of  two  letters 
from  Don  Joaquin  de'Anduaga  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  which  have  been  received  at  the  department 
of  state  since  my  last  message,  communicating  co- 
pies of  his  correspondence  with  this  government. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
TVashington,  6th  May,  1822. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  (Mr.  Wal-wnrth  in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  fron: 
the  senate  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage  in  Florici.-s,  and  for  other 
purposes;  a  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  light 
houses  therein  mentioned,  and  for  otlier  purposes; 
and  a  bill  further  to  establish  the  compensation  ot 
the  collectors  of  the  customs,  and  to  alter  certain 
collection  districts,  and  for  other  purposes. 

After  some  time,  the  two  former  bills  were  coa- 
curred  in  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading— but  the 
committee  was  refused  leave  to  sit  again  on  the 
latter  bill:  a  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table  djd  not 
prevail.  The  house  then  took  up  the  various 
amendments,  proposed  by  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, and,  after  some  other  amendments  were 
ofiered,  the  previous  question  was  called  for  and 
sustained,  and  the  bill,  as  it  was,  ordered  to  a  third 
reailiiig. 

Evening  sitting.  Mr.  Fuller  moved  a  resolution 
calling  for  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Russell,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  of  yesterday,  together  with  such 
communications  as  may  have  been  received  on  the 
subject  from  any  other  of  the  persons  composing 
the  mission  to  Ghent,  which  resolution,  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  house,  lies  on  tbe  table  one  day 
of  coarse. 
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Mr.  Sanders,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  certain  alterations  said  lo  have  been 
made  in  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment ot  the  army  of  the  United  States,  deliver- 
ed in  a  report  of  some  lenjjtli,  which  concludes 
with  a  resolution  directing  the  committee  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject;  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  further  to  establish  the  compensation  of 
officers  of  the  customs,  and  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  collection  districts,  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended  in  this  house.  [Which  bill  was  passed, 
after  debate,  by  yeas  and  nays,  100  to  35,  and  sent 
to  the  senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amendments.] 

Mr.  Trimble  then  moved  to  postpone  the  orders 
of  the  day,  in  order  to  take  up  the  message  of  the 
president,  returning  the  bill  for  erecting  toll-gates 
on  the  Cumberland  road;  which  motion  was  agreed 
fro— 75  to  45. 

So  the  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
that  subject. 

Mr.  liusseti,  with  a  view  to  such  a  consideration 
of  the  subject,  as  its  importance  appeared  to  him 
to  require,  moved  to  refer  the  bdl  and  objections 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole;  but  the  house  refu- 
sed to  commit  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wright  expressed  in  strong  terms,  his  appro- 
bation of  the  message  of  the  president,  particularly 
on  the  ground,  that,  to  impose  a  toll  on  this  parti- 
cuiar  road,  whilst  other  roads  were  free,  would  be 
an  unequal  and  oppressive  tax,  &c.  He  was,  how- 
ever, in  favor  of  keeping  this  road  m  repair,  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  ''Shall  this  bill 
pass,  notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States?"  and  the  vote  was  a  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Riistov/,  Bateman,  Blackledge,  Burrows,  Camp- 
bell, o"  Ohio,  Cassi  ily.  Chambtrs,  Cocke,  Couk,  Cnshman,  Cuth- 
bert,  Darlington.  Oeiuiison,  Dickinson.,  Dnrt'ee,  Eddy,  Edwards,  ai 
Conii.  FindUiy,  FulliT,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Hooks, 
Hubbai-d,  Jackson,  F.  Johnston,  Jontrs,  of  renn.  Kirkland,  Lell- 
wich, Little,  McCarty.  McDuftie,  Mercir,  Metcalfe,  Mil luir,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  of  Penn  Moore,  of  Va.  N.  ale,  Newton,  Patterson, 
of  Peiin.  Phimer,  «f  N.  H.  Plumer,  of  Pen.  Kankiii,  Keid,  ol  Geo. 
Rich,  Ross,  Rnss,  Sanders,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Scrgt-ant,  Sloane,  8. 
Smith,  W.  Smith.  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swearengen, Tod,  roinliuson, 
Trimble,  Uphaui,  Vance,  Walker,  Walworth,  Williams,  of  Va. 
Woodsofv— 63. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Speaker,  Alexander,  Allen,  of  Mass.  Archer, 
Ball,  Bassett,  Blair,  Borland,  Burton,  Butler,  Camhrelcng,  CuJup- 
bell,  of  N.Y.Gannon,  Colden,  Conner,  Crafts,  Crudup,  Edwards, 
of  N.  C.  Eiistis,  Farrelly,  Floyd,  Oilmer,  Gist,  Gross,  Harvey, 
Hawkes,  Hobart,  J.  S.  Johuson,  Jones,  of  Va.  Linculn,  titclilield^ 
Lon^,  McCoy,  McSherry,  Matlack,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Mitchell, 
of  Penn.  Moore,of  Alab.  Morgan,  Murray,  Nelson,  of  .Mass.  Nel- 
son, of  Va.  Ovtrstreet,  Patterson,  of  N.  Y.  Phillips,  Pitcher,  Heed, 
of  MaiS.  Keed,  of  Md.  Rhea,  Rogers,  Ruggles,  Arth.  Smith,  Alex. 
Smyth,  Spencer,  Sterling,  of  Con.  Tatnall,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Tracy,  Tucker,  of  Va.  iucket,  of  S.  C.  Van  Wyck,  Whipple, 
White,  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Williaiosen,  Wilson,  Wood,  Woodcock, 
Worman,  Wright— 7i. 

Two  tiurds  of  all  the  members  being  required  to 
carry  this  question,  and  a  majority  having  voted 
against  it,  it  was  of  course  not  carried;  and  the 
bill  was  rejected. 

A  bill  from  the  senate  to  authorize  the  building 
of  light  houses  therein  named,  and  for  other  pur- 
pdses,  was  read  a  third  time  and  sent  to  the  senate 
for  concurrence  in  the  amendments  m.ide  thereto 
in  this  house. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  further  appropria- 
tions for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1822,  having  been  returned  to  this 
house  with  sundry  amendments,  whereof  the  fir.st 
was  that  of  the  appropriation  of  g50,000  for  fort 
Calhoun  sliould  not  be  understood  as  confirming 
the  contract  of  Elijah  Mix — and  the  said  arr.end- 
ment  being  under  consideration**' 


Mr.  Walworth  moved  that  this  house  do  disagree 
to  the  umendment  of  the  senate. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  good  deal  of  debate. 
Finally,  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to  by  a  large 
majority;  and  the  amendment  to  the  same  bill,  ap- 
propriating  9,000  dollars  for  repairs  of  the  Cum- 
berland road,  was  also  disagreed  to. 

Tuesday,  JMay  7.  Unfavorable  reports  were  re- 
ceived on  the  petition  of  William  Lancaster  and  on 
that  of  Josiah  Jennings. 

Ml".  Sergeant  from  tlie  judiciary  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  bill  from  the  senate  to  relieve 
the  people  of  Florida  from  certain  ordinances,  re- 
ported  the  same  without  amendment;  which  was 
ordered  to  »  third  reading. 

In  the  course  of  the  sittings  the  following  bills 
were  postponed  or  laid  on  the  table — alias  reject- 
ed: for  the  relief  of  Clarence  Milford  and  Joseph 
D.  Boyd;  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  jun.;  about 
the  claim  of  the  marquis  de  Maison  Rouge;  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  H.  Walley  and  Henry  D.  Foster; 
for  the  rehef  of  Andrew  Mitchell;  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Babbit,  and  that  for  the  rehef  of  James  II. 
Clark. 

The  house  refused  to  print  the  report  and  docu- 
ments  concerning  certain  loans  of  jiowderand  lead: 
it  appeared  that  a  m.ajority  of  the  committee  had 
been  really  opposed  :to  the  report — 4  against  3; 
that  at  a  meeting  held  that  morning,  3  out  of  5 
who  attended,  had  agreed  to  it.  A  consideration 
of  the  report  was  also  refused. 

The  resolution  laid  upon  the  table  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Floyd,  calling  for  information  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  respecting  the  condition 
of  the  public  armories,  arsenals,  their  cost,  8ic.  &c. 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Floyd  observed  that  this  was  an  important 
subject,  with  the  nature  and  extent  of  which, 
neither  himself,  nor,  he  believed  he  might  add,  the 
house,  was  well  acquainted.  From  the  year  1816, 
about  g200,000  had  been  annually  appropriated 
for  our  armories,  but  how  it  was  applied,  and  whe- 
tlier  and  how  far  the  militia  had  been  armed  in  con- 
sequence  of  it,  he  was  not  pr.- pared  to  say,  and 
wished  to  be  informed.  The  largest  army  on  earth, 
he  observed,  of  men,  women,  children  and  suttlers, 
might  have  been  armed  from  tlie  appropriations 
that  had  been  made  for  this  object. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  made  some  explanation  of  the 
subject,  ill  which  he  expressed  his  entire  convic- 
tion that  the  armories  of  the  United  States  had 
been  managed  with  fidelity,  ability,  and  econom)'. 
Yet,  for  the  satisfaction  of  gentlemen,  he  had  no 
oi)jection  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Floyd  observed,  in  reply,  that  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  arms.  They  were  the  best,  in  point 
of  skill,  and  strength,  and  workmanship,  he  ever 
saw;  but  bethought  it  expedient  and  necessary  to 
obtain  further  information  on  this  important  sub- 
ject. 

The  resolution  laid  upon  the  table  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Fidlcr,  calling  for  information  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  a  letter 
fi"om  Jonathan  Russell,  esq.  late  a  commissioner  to 
conclude  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  referred  to  in  a  late 
message  from  the  president,  was  then  taken  up. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Fhyd,  .Mr. 
Fuller,  and  Mr.  Cocke,  as  to  the  propriety  of  again 
asking  for  that  paper,  which  the  president  had  de- 
ferred  to  furnish,  [see  the  message] — 

The  question  on  adopting  Mr.  Fuller's  motion 
was  ftiially  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Sarcyer  again  moved  to  t;ike  up  the  joint  re- 
solution proposing  an  earlier  day  for  the  commence  ■ 
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ment  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  but  the  iiouse 
refused  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  moved  that  the  house  now  pro- 
ceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  pro- 
posing the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  sit  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  congress,  to  e-xamine  into  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  tlie  government;  but  the 
house  refused  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  Cook  laid  upon  the  table  tie  following: 
Resolvfd,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  pre- 
Dare  and  Uy  before  this  house,  a?  early  in  the  next  session  as  may 
C  oractieable,  a  itatement,  shewing  the  amount  at  money  wh.eh 
appears  to  have  stood  to  the  credit  of  the  Uuited  States,  or  its 
treasurer,  ill  every  ba:ik  in  which  the  pubhc  money  has  been  de- 
Dosited  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  sitlce  the  ist  day  of  Jaiiiiary, 
1317  distineaishing  between  spv^-cial  and  general  deposites;  a  par- 
ticui'ar  and  minute  account  ot  each  transfer  ot  the  pubhc  money 
from  one  bank  t-o  another,  which  his  been  mad-r  within  the  atore 
saidi)'-riod  and  the  reasons  and  motives  for  making  the  same;  a 
detaM.^d  account  of  the  special  deposit  s  that  have  been  made  in 
anv  of  the  banks;  the  time  when  made,  the  description  of  the 
notes  so  deposited,  and  the  rt-asoii  lor  making  the  same,  together 
with  any  contract  or  contracts  under  which  these  dcposites  were 

The  precise  amount,  and  exact  description  of  the  unavailable 
funds  o(  the  treasury;  what  part  thereof  was  u  lavailahle  at  the 
tiin-  o;  deposite;  how  long  any  part  thereof  r'-maiiied  on  deposite 
before  It  became  niiavailable,  and  why  it  became  so;  sliewingthe 
respective  accounts  and  relations  of  the  United  States  with  each 
hank  toeetlier  withallconespondencein  possession  of  the  depart- 
jnent'with  each  of  these  ba.iKs,  in  relation  to  any  of  the  Ibregoiiig 

'"  Si\\  Tucker,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  that  when 
the  nouse  adjvirns  to-day,  it  adjourns  to  meet 
at  6  o'clock  to  norrow.  This  motion  was  opposed 
by  ^^^   Tnylo'',  but  was  carried— yeiiS  68,  nays  33. 

'Mr.  J\''ewto7i,  of  Va.  submitted  resolutions  for 
making  certain  allowances  to  the  messengers  of 
this  house  for  extra  serriceu,  and  also  to  the  youtlis 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  house,  on  the  floor 
of  the  house;  which,  after  some  conversation  and 
amendment,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jteed,  of  Maryland,  called  for  the  considera- 
lion  of  the  resolutions  submitted  by  him  some  days 
ago,  calling  on  the  secretariiis  of  tlie  departments, 
and  the  postmaster-general,  for  an  account  of  the 
situation  of  their  respective  offices.  Sec.  to  be  re- 
ported at  the  next  session  of  congress;  but  the 
house  retused  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  some  time  ago  submitted  by  him;  and 
the  liouse  agreed  to  consider  the  same— 60  to  44. 

The  first  resolution  was  read  in  the  following 

words: 

Re'iolved,  That  the  practice  wliicli  has  obtained  in  the  public 
offices  in  this  city,  (of  not  attending  to  business  'i.itilQ  or  10 
o'clock  ia  the  morning,  and  closing  the  offices  at  i  o  clock  in 
the  evening),  is  incoiivenieit  to  those  who  have  business  to  trans- 
act in  the:i>,  is  not  such  reasonable  attention  to  tlie  public  ser- 
vice as  should  be  given,  nor  such  att-^ntioo  as  the  salaries  allowed 
by  law  are  entitled  to  command,  ami  that  the  said  practice  ought 
ro  be  abolished. 

The  question  on  this  resolution  was  taken  with- 
out  debate,  und  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  ma- 
jority of  20  or  30  votes. 

Tlie  second  resolution  was  read  in  the  following 

words:  ,  „        , 

Besolvcd,  That  the  president  of  the  I'mted  States  be  requested 
to  cause  the  respective  secretaries  of  state,  of  the  treasury,  ot  war, 
and  of  the  navy,  aud  the  postmaster  general,  to  report  to  this 
house,  on  the  second  day  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  the  num- 
ber of  active  and  whU  qualified  clerki,  and  accountants,  that  will 
be  necessary  to  peifurm  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  and 
departments,  by  r-  quiring  a  reasonably  constant  and  diligent  at- 
teution  to  business. 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  about  tne  same 
majority  as  the  first. 

The  third  and  fourth  resolutions  were  modified 
by  the  mover  so  as  to  r-ad  as  follows: 

Resol-ved,  That  the  number  of  officers  and  seamen  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  Stat-s  ought  to  be  limited  by  law. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house,  on  the  second  day  of  the 
next  session  of  congress,  a  plan  for  a  peace  establishment  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  Stales,  aud  also  of  the  marine  corps. 

These  resolves  were  also  agreed  to  by  about  the 
tame  maj^ority. 


.Mr.  Tauhr  submitted  the  following  oi-rfer,  whicli 
vva.t  adopted: 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  cause  to  be  prepared  and 
printed,  for  the  use  of  the  members,  a  list  of  all  business  re- 
maining undetermined,  which,  by  the  existing  rule,  is  to  be  re> 
sumed  and  acted  upon  at  the  next  session  of  congress,  designating 
bills,  reports,  and  resotutiong,  committed,  from  those  laid  upott 
the  table. 

Mr.  Cha;nbers  called  for  the  consideration  of  a 
bill  from  the  senate  to  authorize  the  selection  of  a 
suitable  site  for  a  national  armory  on  the  western 
waters;  but  the  house  refused  to  connider  the  same. 
On  motion  of  .Mr.  Kent,  the  house  took  up  the 
bill  to  enable  the  corporation  of  Washington  to 
drain  certain  low  grounds,  which  was  passed  dur- 
ing the  day.  This  is  an  important  bill  to  the  peo- 
ple of  that  city. 

A  call  of  the  house  was  demanded,  but  a  quorum 
appeared.     . 

A  bill  to  relieve  the  people  of  the  territory  of 
Florida,  from  the  operation  of  certain  ordinances,' 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr,  Butler,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Uip 
Rap  contract,  made  a  report  thereon,  concludirrg 
with  the  following  resolve: 

Remlved,  That  further  appropriations  to  he  expended  under 
the  contract  made  by  the  engineer  department  with  Elijah  Mis,, 
ought  not  to  be  made. 

I'he  report,  with  the  documents,  was  ordered 
to  be  laid  oh  the  table  and  printed. 

A  mess.ige  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  lead  minss  of 
Missouri,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  was  or- 
dered to  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

The  following  bills  (in  addition  to  those  more 
particularly  iinr'ntioned)  were  passeil:  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Holmes;  for  tiie  relief  of  Samuel 
Walker;  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  M'Nair;  granting 
the  pre-emption  right  of  certain  lands  to  Noble 
Osborne  and  William  Doake;  for  the  relief  of  the 
Planter's  and  Farmer's  bank  of  New  Orleans;  and 
to  authorize  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  o^ 
John  Goodwin  and  James  Williams;  for  ascertaining 
claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  territory  of  Florida; 
to  establish  certain  land  offices  in  Indiana;  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  for  establishing  land  offices, 
&c.  in  the  district  east  of  New  Orleans. 

At  the  cominencement  of  the    evening   sitting, 

(6  o'clock)   Mr.  lihea  gave  notice  tliat  he  would 

lotjve  a  call  of  the  house  at  10  o'clock  tomorrow- 

I'he  foUosving  message  was  received  from  the 

president  of  the  United  Statf^s: 

To  the  house  of  representatives: 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  of  the  7th  of  May,  requesting 
the  president  of  the  United  States  "to  commu- 
nicate to  that  house  the  letter  of  Jonathan  Rus- 
sell, esq.  referred  to  in  his  message  of  tlie  4th 
inst.  together  with  such  communications  as  he  may 
have  receivetl  relative  thei'eto,  from  any  of  the 
other  ministers  of  the  United  States  who  negociat- 
cd  the  treaty  of  Ghent,"  I  herewith  transmit  a  re- 
port from  the  secretary  of  state,  with  the  docu- 
ments called  for  by  that  resolution, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

fTasrHngton,  May  7,  1 822. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  May  7,  1822. 
The  secretary  of  state  has  the  honor  of  trans* 
initting  to  the  prt  sident  of  the  United  States  his 
remarks  upon  the  paper  deposited  at  the  depart- 
nent  of  state  on  the  22d  of  last  month,  by  Jona- 
than Rassel,  late  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  United  States  at  the  negociaiion  of  Glient,  to 
be  communicated  to  the  house  of  repi'esentatives, 
as  the  letter  called  for  by  tlieir  resolution  of  the 
il9th  of  that  month:  and  the  secretary  of  state  re- 
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spectfully  requests  that  the  president  would  trans-  ence  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  my  ofTice;  if,  how- 
ever. I  have  erred,  I  trust  it  has  been  in  points  not 
material;  I  know  it  has  been  unintentional;  and  the 
approbation  which  you  have  to  day  expressed  of 
my  conduct,  affords  me  a  gratifying  proof,  that, 
whilst  you  have  given  me  a  generous  credit  for  the 
purity  of  my  motives;  whilst  you  have,  with  a  kind, 
indulgence,  overlooked  my  defects,  you  have  done 
more  than  justice  to  my  b«st  efforts  to  merit  your 
good  opinion. 

"The  recollection  of  these  things  will  long  be 
consii^ered  by  me  as  a  source  of  pleasure;  it  will 
add  to  a  sense  of  duty  a  new  motive  to  endeavor, 
by  every  possible  exertion,  to  acquit  myself  of  the 
high  responsibility  of  my  office,  in  a  manner  satis- 
factory to  you.  At  this  moment  of  approaching; 
separation,  permit  me  to  assure  you  of  my  friend- 
ship and  good  feelings  to  you  all,  and  to  express  the 
sincere  desire,  that,  upon  retiring  from  the  toils  of 
legislation,  you  may  have  a  safe  and  happy  return 
to  the  bosoms  of  your  respective  families." 
The  house  than  adjourned  sine  die. 


mit  to  the  house  of  representatives  these  remarks, 
together  with  the  above  mentioned  communication 
of  Mr.  Russell,  on  the  renewal  of  the  call  therefor 
by  the  house.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

The  message  and  dociments  were  ordered  to  be 
printed.  The  papers  are  of  considerable  length, 
but,  having  been  considerably  talked  of,  shall  here. 
after  be  published  at  large. 

The  following  message  also  was  received  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  house  of  representatives  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  of  the  23d  of  April,  requesting  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  com- 
municated to  that  house  certain  information  re- 
specting the  lead  mines  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  I 
herewith  transmit  a  report  fron  the  secretary  of 
war.  JAMES  MONROE. 

JVashing-toTi,  May  7th,  1822. 

This  message  was  also  read  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Wednesday,  May  8.  The  house  met  at  6  o'clock, 
A.  M.  according  to  order,  and.  it  appearing  that  a 
quorum  was  not  present,  and  it  being  made  known 
to  the  house  that  the  senate  did  not  meet  until  10 
o'clock  to  day,  a  recess  of  this  house  was  ordered 
until  ten  o'clock. 

At  10  o'clock  the  house  re-assembled,  and  con 


Miscellaneous  Articles. 

Ahmt  promotions.  All  unpleasant  difficulty  has 
taken  place  between  the  president  and  senate,  in 
respect  to  his  nomination  and  re-nomination  of  co- 
lonels ToTjson  and  Gadnden  Tlie  injunction  of  se- 
tlnued  in  session,  with  occasional  recesses,  until  all !  crecy  has  been  removed,  and  the  documents  are 
the  business  which  was  transacted  yesterday  was  }  published,  but  they  occupy  so  much  space  that  we 
put  in  form,  and  the  necessary  messages  interchang-  j  would  not  insert  them  in  the  present  sheet  witliout 
ed  between  the  president  and  the  two  houses.  ■  omitting  matters  of  much  more  immediate  interest 

In  the  course  of  the  day,  the  following  incidents    to  our  readers.     The  message  of  tht-  president,  on 
took  place:  '  I  his  re-nomination  of  these  g'/nUemen,  and  the  re- 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  delivered  in  the  following  re- !  port  of  the  committee  in  relation  thereto,  arr-  very 
port  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means:  |  able   papers,   but  shew  only  that  a  difference  of 


duty  imposed  on  rolj.d  har  iron,  as  a  v'.olaiion  of  the  convention  I        After  the  re-nominalion,  Cn  the  question,  "Will 
made  bp' wen  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  thp  epnitp    arlviep    anr)  f-nncpnt  tr.  tl,  .      ^^^„t^    .,» 

Re»ovt  That  th.-  comraitte-  ree;r.t  that  th-  few  days  remaining  '^"^  Senate  acivise  anu  consent  to  tile  .ippointment 
of  th^s.-siion  do  nut  aiFord  tim  sufficient  to  give  the  subject  that  I  of  Nathan  Towson  to  be  colonel  of  the  S' cond  re- 
consid  rrition  which  i«  importance  re<iuires.  They,  therefore, ;  gri-nent  of  artillerv?"  it  was  determined  as  follows- 
A  Clin    tri  txpresii  any  opinion  on  Its  merits,  and  recoutmeiid  the    °    „  .,  V.      u  r»  r  ■.  """»  =  - 

^bj  ct  to  theearly  consideration  of  the  house  at  the  next  session.  |        ■'<?«« —  Messrs.  UarDOUr,  lirown,  of    Lcu.  Brown, 
Th:    report  was  reaa  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the    of  Ohio.  Eaton,  EJwards,  Findhiy,  Holmes,  of  Ntiss. 

Johnson,  of  Ken  Johnson,  of  Lou.  King,  of  Alab. 


the  table 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallary,  (Mr.  Taylor  being 
temporarilv  in  the  ihair),  it  was 

Resolved,  unnmmously.  That  the  thanks  of  this  house  he  pre- 
sented to  the  hon.  Philip  P.  BarOour,  for  the  assiduity,  prompti- 
tude and  ability,  with  which  he  has  adrainistered  the  duties  of  th« 
chair  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  //it/  and  Mr.  Little,   were  appointed    o  an 
nounce  to  the  president  that  tlie    ho'ise  had  got 
through  their  business,  and  were  ready  to  adjourn. 

The  committee  having  a  httle  before  3  o'clock 
stated  to  the  house,  that  the  president  had  inform- 
ed them  he  had  no  further  communication  to  make; 

Mr.  speaker  Barbour  rose  and  addressed  the 
house  as  f  Hows: 

"Gentlemen:  At  the  commencement  of  the  pre 
sent  session,  when  I  was  unexpectedly  called  by 
you  to  the  chair,  I  expressed  the  profound  sense 
of  gratitude  which  I  felt  for  that  distinguished 
mark  of  your  confidence.  At  the  close  of  the  ses 
sion,  I  have  to  acknowledge  a  new  and  increased 
weight  of  obligation,  arising  from  the  resolution 
which  you  have  tliisday  adopted. 

"I  should  not,  under  any  circumstances,  have 
been  vain  enough  to  suppose  thai  I  could  have  pas- 
sed through  the  long  and  laborious  session  whicli 
is  just  about  to  be  terminated,  without  falling  into 
some  error;  still  less  could  I  have  hoped  for  it,  un- 
<ler  the  consciousness  which  I  felt  of  my  inexperi- 


Knight,  Lanman.Parrott,  Uoduey,  Southard,  Stokes, 
Talbot-  17. 

JVti,i/«— Vlessrs.  Barton,  Benton,  C'.andler,  DicTr- 
erson,  Gaillurd,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King,  of  N.  Y. 
Lioyd  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morril,  \oble.  Palmer, 
Pleasants,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smitli,  aylor,  I'lio- 
mas.  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  Wil- 
liams, of  Miss.  Williams,  of  Ten. — 25 

The  vote  on  the  case  of  col.  Gadsiien  was  the 
same. 

RCLES  AXD  TlEf5rT.ATTOJ»3  OF  THE  An"T  The  fol- 
lowing letters,  addressed  to  the  editors  of  and  pub- 
lished ill  the  JS'atiojial  Intelligencer,  are  necessarily 
inS'  ited  to  explam  the  apparent  disagreement  in 
the  present  army  regulations,  with  those  which  it 
was  thought  had  been  adopted  for  that  purpose: 

Gentlemen — Misapprehensions  having  prevailed, 
in  relation  to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken 
place  between  generals  Floyd  and  Scott,  on  the 
subject  of  certain  remarks  made  by  the  former  in 
the  house  of  representatives  on  the  29th  ultimo, 
the  accompanying  letters,  comprising  the  whole  of 
this  correspondence,  (of  which  we  were  the  or- 
gans), is  transmitted  for  publication. 

Yours.  |cc.  JOHN  WILLIAMS, 

W.  P.  AliCHER. 
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^         Washinsrton,  May  1,  1822. 

Sra:  My  friend,  Mr.  Archer,  hastily  shewed  me 
this  morning,  a  note  f  rem  you  to  him  on  my  subject, 
with  the  declaration  that  it  was  satisfactory.  I  am 
sorry  that  I  did  not  give  a  more  particular  attention 
to  it  at  the  moment,  as  I  now  perceive,  (from  seeing 
the  letter  in  print),  that  it  contains  a  charge,  by 
induction,  at  least,  probably  not  intended  by  you 

I  have  said,  in  a  deposition  laid  before  a  commit- 
tee  of  the  senate  on  Monday,  that  the  book  in  ques- 
tion was  printed  at  Philadelphia,  under  my  sole 
direction,  from  a  corrected  copy,  carefully  prepar 
ed  by  me,  and  which  was  the  exact  duplicate  of 
that  laid  (officially)  before  the  chairman  of  the 
military  committee  of  the  house,  and  on  which,  as 
I  was  then  informed,  and  have  been  again  advised 
by  thes^id  chairman,  the  14th  section  of  the  act  of 
the  2d  of  March,  1821,  was  predicated.  When  this 
statement  shall  appear,  (and  I  must  now  presume 
you  to  be  acquainted  with  It),  your  reiterated  re- 
mark that  ««a  forgery  did  exist,"  in  respect  to  one 
of  the  articles  of  the  book,  vvdl  obviously  still  ap- 
ply to  me,  notwithstanding  the  general  expressions 
of  other  parts  of  your  letter. 

I  therefore  request  you  to  have  the  goodness  to 
review  the  whole  subject,  and  to  do  me  that  com- 
plete justice  which  your  note  to  Mr.  Archer  would 
otherwise  purport  to  carry  with  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  V/INFIELD  SCOTT. 

Hon    Mr.  Floyd, 

House  of  representatives,  ii'.  S. 

Washington,  J\luy3,  1822, 

Sm:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  inst.  in  due 
time,  and  delayed  answering  it  until  I  could  see  the 
documents  printed  by  order  of  the  senate,  the  in- 
junction of  secrecy  having  been  removed,  and  to 
which  you  directed  my  attention,  though  your  state- 
ment to  me  would  have  been  enough.  I  also  per- 
ceive, from  general  Smyth's  statement,  that  you 
corrected  and  amended  the  printed  copy  of  the 
army  regulations  and  sent  them  to  the  chairman  of 
the  military  committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, before  the  subject  was  finally  acted  upon  in 
congress;  that  your  corrections  and  alterations 
svere  made  in  red  ink;  that  in  this  way  the  altera- 
tions occurred.  Under  these  circumstances,  1  can- 
not perceive  that  any  blame  ought  to  attach  to  you. 
I  deem  it  perfectly  fair  and  right  in  you  to  have 
amended  your  own  work,  as  much  so  as  for  a  mem- 
ber to  ofi'er  amendments  to  a  bill  or  resolution  be 
fore  it  was  finally  acted  upon. 

What  I  said  was  bottomed  upon  the  fact  of  a  pal- 
pable diH'erence  between  the  original  copy,  now  in 
the  custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, and  the  printed  copy,  as  distributed  to  the 
army. 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  no  censure  can  attach 
to  you,  and  that  a  transaction,  mysterious  at  the 
time  of  debate,  is  now  satisfactorily  explained;  and 
it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  so  to  you. 

lam,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  serv't. 

J(3HN  FLOYD. 

Major  general  W.  Scott. 

Valuable  AcamsiTioN.  The  U.  S.  schooner 
Shark,  lieut.com.  Perry,  was  lately  despatched  for 
the  particular  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  qualities 
of  an  island  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida,  hitherto  called 
Xty  West.  She  stopped  at  Havana  to  take  on  board 
>lr.  M'arner,  our  airent  there,  and  arrived  at  thT- 


island  about  the  20th  of  March.  Lieut.  Perry  im- 
mediately detached  different  parties  to  explore  the 
country— it  was  found  to  abound  with  wild  animals^ 
serpents,  fowl  and  fish.  Tu-tle  is  also  very  nume- 
rous,  large  quantities  of  them  being  carried  to  Ha- 
vana in  smacks,  constantly  employed  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  island  is  altogether  uncultivated,  but 
the  soil  appears  good,  »nd  is  thought  capable  of 
affording  large  quantities  of  the  productions  of  the 
West  Indies.  On  the  24th  of  March,  a  Mr.  Hem- 
ming  arrived  from  Mobile,  with  a  number  of  peo- 
ple, and  timber  prepared  to  erect  a  frame  house 
60  feet  long,  which,  perhaps,  may  become  the 
starting  point  of  a  great  city!  On  the  25th,  posses- 
sion was  formally  taken  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America — the  island  called  Thomp. 
son's  island,  and  the  harbor  named  Port  Rogers,  in 
honor  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  and  president 
of  the  navy  board,  the  American  flag  hoisted  and  a 
salute  of  13  guns  fired,  &c.;  after  which  the  compa- 
ny  partook  of  a  handsome  entertainment,  prepared 
for  the  occasion,  at  which  thirteen  regular  toasts 
were  drank,  8cc. 

"  Thompson's  island"  is  about  7  miles  long  and  2 
broad;  it  is  located  75  miles  N.  by.  W.  trom  Havana, 
85  from  Matanzas,  and  about  30  from  the  main  land 
of  Florida.  Its  harbor,  is  a  very  fine  one,  and  has 
long  been  the  resort  of  vessels  in  rough  weather; 
on  which  account  it  is  considered  as  a  very  valuable 
acquisition  to  the  United  States.  The  east  part  lies 
open  to  the  sea,  the  northern  and  western  are  sur- 
rounded by  small  sand  keys.  The  port  is  said  to 
be  equal  to  any  on  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  for  safety 
or  depth  of  water,  and  may  become  the  rendezvous 
of  our  navy  employed  in  those  seas.  The  island 
has  extensive  salt  ponds,  supposed  capable  of  pro- 
ducing from  3  to  400,000  bushels  annually.  The 
southern  point  of  the  main  land  of  Florida  is  co- 
vered from  the  force  of  the  Gulf  stream  by  innu- 
merable little  islands  or  keys,  of  wliich  this  is  one: 
many  of  them  are  heavily  timbered. 

appointments  by  the  president  of  the  United  Slatesl 
John  II.  JMorel,  re-appointed  to  be  marshal  for  the 
district  of  Georgia. 

John  C.  U'riglu,  ditto  to  be  attorney  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  for  the  district  of  Ohio. 

Robert  Stanard,  ditto  to  be  attorney  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Virginia. 

George  Read,  junr.  ditto  to  be  attorney  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Delaware. 

Alexander  de  Tubuef,  to  be  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Cette. 

James  11.  Peck,  to  be  judge  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Missouri. 

Hugh  Davis,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United  States 
for  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

Charles  IngersoU  is  re-appointed  attorney  of  the. 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

Charles  Deivey,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Indiana. 

William  Ii.  Griffith,  appointed  to  be  attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  tiie  district  of  Mississippi. 

Washington's  birth  day  was  celebrated,  as  usual, 
at  Paris--  present  the  American  minister  and  other 
official  characters  and  citizens,  and  our  old  friend 
La  Fayetie  and  his  son,  George  Washington  La  Fay- 
ette. Mr.  Erving,  late  minister  to  Spain,  presided: 
Messrs.  Barnett,  Gracie  and  J  Gallatin,  vice  presi- 
dents. The  toasts  were  excellent-  among  them 
was  drank,  "The  holy  alliance  of  the  United  States.'*' 
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tons.  We  are  induced  just  now  simply  to  notic 
this  great  victory  of  science  and  skill,  for  the  rea- 
son that  we  expect  to  have  a  full  account  of  the 
proceeding,  eminently  calculated  to  honor  the  ac- 
complished veteran,  the  service  and  the  nation  to 
wliich  he  belongs. 

Cof^oRESS.  The  foilowing  is  given  a?  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  present  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States:  lawyers,  97;  farmers  and 
planters,  59;  physicians,  15;  merchants,  13;  manu- 
facturers, 5;  clergyman,  1. 

The  late  session  of  congress  lasted  156  days-^ 
the  pay  of  each  member  amounted  to  1,248  dol- 
lars,  besides  mileage,  or  8  dollars  more  for  every 
20  raihs  travelled  to  and  from  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. 

TnAVELLrxo.  When  the  compensation  bill  was 
lately  before  the  house  of  representatives,  some  of 
our  western  friends  were  much  opposed  to  the 
projected  increase  of  a  day's  travel  from  20  to  30 
miles,  whereby  the  amount  of  compensation  would 
be  reduced  a  third.  But  a  gentleman,  via  the  Gum- 
berlarvd  road  and  Ohio  river,  has  lately  made  the 
journey  from  Washington  to  Lexington  in  eighC 
da3's — and  might  have  made  it  in  six,  if  the  steam 
boat  had  been  ready  at  Wheeling;  and  in  six  days 
more  he  could  reach  New-Orleans— a  voyage,  by 
land  and  water,  of  2,500  miles  in  Uvehe  days!  The 
allowance  for  travelling  is  made  to  members  of 
congress,  we  believe,  according  to  distance  as 
ascertained  on  the  post  roads:  Lexington  is  put 
down  at  552,  and  New-Orleans  at  1260 — so  that  a 
gentleman,  travelling  by  this  route  from  the  seat 
of  government  to  th,e  latter  city,  might  advance  at 
ceJlency  to  receive  my  resignation.  Your  excellcn-  the  rate  of  105 pay-miles  per  day;  which,  at  8  dol- 
cy  will  pardon  me,  (addressing  Iturbido) — you  are  lars  for  every  20  miles,  would  yield  for  his  compen. 
the  only  man  wlio  usurps  all  powers.  Itiirbide  re-  sation  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  per  day* 
plied,  "we  sliall  soon  find,  SignorYanez,  who  is  the  The  eastern  members,  very  generally,  make  lOO 
traitor."  Yanez  replied,  *'l  shall  not  leave  this  miles  per  day,  when  proceeding  to  or  returning 
spot  bt  fore  I  convince  your  highness,  you  are  that  from  congress — but  there  are  many  of  the  southern 
traitor."  land  some  of  the  western  gentlemen  whose  corn- 

Much  tumultuous  discussion  took  place,  which  pensation  is  moderate  enough,  on  account  of  the 


EuHOPEAN  pnosPLCTs.  Londou  papers  of  the  7th 
of  April  have  been  received  at  New  York.  We 
have  gleaned  out  of  the  extracts  furnished  and  from 
others  that  we  had  on  hand,  some  interesting  items. 

The  chief  thing  in  the  way  of  news  is,  what  may 
be  deemed  certain  information  that  the  Turks  have 
utterly  rejected  the  Russian  ultimatum,  and  we  have 
no  doubt  that  war  has  resulted— it  is  even  possible 
that  the  Russian  flag  now  floats  over  the  walls  of 
the  seraglio;  for  it  is  not  likely  that  the  Turks  can 
interpose  a  force  sufficient  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
their  enemies.  What  effect  these  things  may  have 
on  the  affiiirs  of  other  nations,  time  alone  can  de- 
velope.  Couriers  had  been  despatched  to  all  the 
European  courts  to  announce  the  important  intel- 
ligence; the  panic  in  the  money-market  of  London 
was  greater  on  the  7th  of  April  that  it  had  been  for 
many  years— the  domestic  stocks  fell  about  one 
per  cent,  and  the  foreign  stocks  from  3  to  4  per 
cent.  The  French  finds  iiad  also  declined,  and 
those  of  Anstrii'  fallen  in  alurge  amount. 

Mexico  appears  to  be  in  a  singular  state.  A 
counter  revolution  seems  likely  to  take  place.  At 
Texcuco  lii'i  .nilitary  h;id  shouted  viva  el  reyf — the 
regency  sent  out  a  body  of  grenadiers  to  reduce 
them  to  order,  but  the  latter  chiefly  joined  the  for- 
mer. "At  5  o'clock,  yesterday,  (says  a  letter  dat-ed 
Mexico,  April  3),  Iiurbide  presented  hims'jlf  to  tlie 
congress,  saying  that  public  tranquility  was  threat- 
ened, and  requested  that  certain  deputies  should  be 
dismissed  the  assembly,  who  were  comprehended 
in  the  conspiracy  He  was  answered  that,  accord- 
ing to  rule,  no  body  could  be  sent  out,  and  as  he 
himself  did  not  compose  the  regency,  he  would 
please  to  retire  and  return  witli  them,  5ic. 

Don  Yanez  then  observed,  <'I  will  thank  your  ex- 


time  forbids  me  to  repeat.  I  arn  convinced  tlie  sit- 
tings and  disturbances  have  occurred  because  Itur- 
hide  wishes  to  destroy  the  congress. 

The  general  presented  a  letter,  which  he  receiv- 
from  Davilla,  in  which  he  is  invited  to  reconquer 
the  empire  and  place  it  under  the  protection  of 
Spain.  Rut,  as  if  the  Devil  had  a  hand  in  it,  the 
plot  was  discovered.  These  plots  and  usurpations 
have  destroyed  the  equilibrium  of  our  government, 
and  we  are  now  in  the  situation  of  Bueuos  Ajres." 

Q^VVe  much  bear  it  in  mind,  however,  that  these 
accounts  reach  us  by  the  way  of  Havana. 

U.  S.  BANK  STOCK  drags  along  heavily.     At  Bos 
ton,  on  the  8th  inst.  it  was  rated  at  102  a  103;  at 
New  York,  on  the  lOth,  sold  at  102;  at  Philadelphia, 
on  the  Uth,  quoted  at  101  a  102;  since  at  103. 


badness  of  the  roads,  and  the  want  of  bridges  and 
other  accommodations. 

EcoNoirtT  OF  time!  For  the  table  given  below, 
we  are  indebted  to  the  Washington  Gazette  of 
tiie  1st  inst.  Happening  to  be  in  the  lobby  of  the 
house  while  this  very  amusing  and  highly  interest- 
ing business  of  taking  the  yeas  and  nays  was  going 
on,  I  bad  an  opportunity  to  observe  its  effect  oa 
miny  of  the  members,  -  the  most  of  whose  coun- 
tenances exhibited  any  thing  else  than  a  preva- 
lence of  the  «'xra  of  good  feelings:"  but  of  the 
manner\n  which  many  things  are  managed,  or  ra- 
ther mismanaged  in  congress,  we  have  much  to 
say,  and  it  shall  be  said  hereafter,  to  give  the 
people  some  faint  idea  of  the  way  in  which  their 
concerns  are  attended  to  by  their  representatives 
in  congress.  We  intend  to  speak  freely  and  plain- 
RoDRERs'  mahine  hail  WAT  We  have  the  satis-  ly,  in  the  hope  that,  through  public  opinion,  cer- 
faction  to  state,  that  com.  Rodgers  has  completely  tain  practices  that  are  entertained  in  congress  may 
triumphed  in  his  experiment  to  haul  up  and  lodge  be  driven  out  of  the  house.  In  commenting  upoa 
in  a  cradle  the  new  44  gun  frigate  Potomac,  at  such  proceedings,  it  is  sincerely  to  be  regretted 
Washington,  whose  weight  is  estimated  at  1600 (that. tlie honeAt.and  enlightened  statesmen  of  this 
"       -1^. 


irs 
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body,  must  come  in  for  some  share  of  the  cen- 
sure which  really  belongs  to  immoral  and  prating 
politicians — stump-orators  and  bar-room  speech 
makers;  for  the  tbrmcr  are  always  dreadfully  pu- 
nished in  bt.ng  ccmj)elied,  by  an  imperious  sense 
of  du'y,  to  remain  i:»  their  seats  while  the  others 
are  at  work,  to  check  tiiem  in  their  doings.  And 
I^ain  happy  to  believe  that,  though  the  present  con- 
gress  stands  disgraced  far  beyond  any  one  that 
preceded  it,  it  contains  many  high-minded  and  ho- 
norable gentlemen,  intiuenced  by  the  purest  mo. 
lives  and  unwearied  in  their  labors  to  promote  tlie 
public  good.  The  condition  of  such  is  miserable, 
indeed— and  the  overwhelming  misfortune  is,  that 
if  public  opinion  does  not  interpose  between  them 
and  the  quirking,  sjjouting  majority,  none  of  them 
will  long  be  found  present  to  guard  the  nation's 
safetv: — the  tax  on  their  patience  is  loo  great  to 
be  borne,  and  they  will  retire  from  it. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  the  congressional  compen- 
sation bill  was  taken  up  for  comiderution  in  the 
house  of  representatives.  On  this  bill,  the  yeas  and 
navs,  being  demanded  by  one-fifth  of  the  metnbers, 
were  called  no  less  than  eight  times,  each  of  which 
consumed  about  half  an  hour,  ov  four  hours  in  the 

■whole though  not  another  motion   was  sustained 

except  that  to  adjourn,  which  was  made  at  a  late 
time  in  the  day.  By  these  repeated  calls,  the 
members  seemed  almost  worked  up  into  a  rage — 
and  there  were  few,  indeed,  that  went  through  the 
sitting  with  an}  sort  of  complacency.  Of  tlie  7iio- 
iives  that  induced  some  of  these  calls,  we  may  say 
something  hereafter;  and  the  useless  cruelty  of 
them  on  the  person  of  the  clerk,  Mr.  Dougherty, 
[whose  health  is  not  good],  worried  and  distressed 
every  benevolent  mind:  he  was  much  exhausted  — 
and  a  man  of  the  strongest  lungs  in  tlie  nation 
could  hardly  have  performed  this  severe  duty  un- 
injured. The  practice  of  recording  the  yeas  and 
navs  cannot  be  dispensed  witb--it  is  essential  to 
the  purity  of  the  representative  body;  but,  like 
other  good  things  and  invaluable  blessings,  it  may 
be  much  abused,  and  rendered  t!ie  means  of  defeat- 
ing  what  some  woukl  be  ashamed  or  afraid  to  act 
4irectly  for  or  against. 

From  the  iVashington  Gazette,  ofJMay  1. 

TUE  JIOTIONS  or  T£STEnDAT, 

TEAS       NAYS 

By  Mr.  Hardin,  to  consider  the  bill    120       46 
By  Mr.  Hardin  for  the  previous  ques 

tion  not  sustained 

By  Mr-  Wright  for  the  mileage  to 

be  at  the  rate  of  gG  for  30  miles 
By  Mr.  Ball  for  the  previous  ques- 

tion  no4  sustained 

By  Mr.  Cannon,  to  lay  the  bill  on 

the  table 
By  Mr.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  solo  fix 

the  compensation  for  the  present 

congress  for  the  next  session,  as 

will  average  for  the  congress  g6 

acUy,  and  §6  for  twenty  miles. 
By  Mr.  Walker,  to  amend  this,  by 

substituting    fifteen    for    twenty 

miles. 
By  Mr.  Montgomery,  to  amend  Mr. 

Nelson,  so  as  to  give  Jj-l  a  day,  and 

g4  for  twenty  miles  for  the  con* 

gress,  making  each   member  at 

thfe  next  session  find  himself,  and 

refund   §276.     (Mr.    Nelson  ac- 

cepted  tliis  as  a  modification.) 

Question  on  Mr.  Nelson's  amend- 
ment, as  modified,  24      132 


79       87 


41       127 


negatived 


j      By   .Mr.  Pierson,  a  renewal  of  Mr, 
Nelson's  amendment  in  its  origi- 
nal form  52       108 
By  Mr.  Cambreleng  for  the  previous 

question.  not  amtcined 

By  Mr.  M'Carty  to  postpone  the  bill 

to  2d  Monday  in  December  next      46       113 
By  .Mr.  Allen,  (of  Mass.)  to  limit  the 

pay  to  one  hundred  days  a  session      negatived 
Question   on  recommitting  the  bill 
with  the  instructions  proposed  by 
Mr.  Alex.  Smyth,  on  Saturday  last    50       US. 
By  Mr,  Newton  to  adjourn,  being 

half  past  5  o'clock  93         71 

(Xj=As  before  observed,  the  calling  of  these  yeas 
and  nays  consumed  about  four  hours— two  more 
were  wasted  in  desultory  discourses  or  impatitnt 
remarks— and  yet,  at  the  adjournment,  the  bill  re- 
mained just  as  it  was  when  first  taken  up  in  the 
morning! 

IhcuTs  OF  THisos.  Whatever  we  say  is  meant 
for  public  examination,  if  thought  worthy  of  it,  and 
we  shall  always  feel  thankful  to  any  that  will  piint 
out  errors  committed,  that  we  may  correct  them:' 
but,  when  on  subjects  of  political  economy,  if  a 
brother  editor  is  pleased  to  make  use  of  and  exhi- 
bit our  items,  we  deem  it  only  a  common  act  of  jus- 
tice that  he  give  also  the  reasons  advanced  for  them 
— else  it  is  impossible  that  we  should  be  fairly  un. 
dersiood:  and  especially  so  when  the  matters  set 
forth  are  rather  of  a  speculative  than  of  an  absolute 
character,  as  most  things  of  this  descnpiion  are, 
though  not  on  that  account,  perhaps,  much  less 
wxjrthy  of  reflection  as  leading  to  truth. 


The  ScsatJEKANNAH.     For  the  real  or  ostensible 
purpose  of  supplying  the  canal  with  water,  it  ap. 
jicars  that  the  proprietors  iiad  caused  a  wing-dam 
to  be  erected,  which  readied  so  nearly  across  the 
river  as  to  prevent  or  onstruct  the  navigation  of  it 
at  times  when  Nature  designed  that  it  should  ba 
free.     In  consequence,  a  few  days  since,  a  great 
number  of  arks  and  rafts  being  collected,  the  per- 
sons  in  charge  of  them,  (wep.ried  with  waiting  for 
a  pas.«age  through  the  canal),  attacked  and  broke 
down  the  wing  dam,  and  reached  the  tide-water  in 
triumph  and  without  injury.  The  amount  of  wheat, 
Hour,  whiskey,  pork,  lumber.  Sec,  that  arrived  at 
Port  Deposite  in  a  fortnight,  up  to   the  22d  of 
.April,  was  estimated  to  be  of  the  value  of  nearly 
half  a  million  of  dollars.  The  arks  amounted  to  185, 
the  rafts  contained  about  228,000  M.  feet  of  boards 
and  4.800  cubic  feet  of  logs,    i'he  wharves  at  Balti- 
more were  literally  covered  with  these  things.  "To 
furnish  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  trade  of  this 
river,"  says  the  Oswego  (N.  Y, }  Gazette,  "we  would 
mention  the  fact,  that,  from  this  village  alone,  there 
has,  within  the  last  few  days,  been  started  for  mar- 
ket, something  like  60  arks  laden  with  plaister, 
averaging  from  40  to  45  tons  each,  which,  in  mar- 
ket, will  be  worth  from  8  to  §9  per  ton;  six  or  se- 
ven arks  laden  with  wheat,  say  from  12  to  1500 
bushels  each — together  with  fifteen  or  twenty  arks 
laden  with  staves,  shingles,  boards,  whiskey,  pot- 
ash, pork,  flour,  oil,  hams,  beans,  potatoes,  &c.  &c. 
besides  a  great  number  of  rafts.     From  the  town 
of  Elmira,  in  this  county,  there  will  go  between 
25  and  30,000  bushels  of  wheat,  besides  a  large 
quantity   of  pork,    lumber,   &.c.      From   Danville 
something    like   150,000   busheU  of    wheat;    and 
Milton,  on  the  west  branch,  about  the  same  quan- 
tity," 
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0:^There  was  a  ready  market  and  prompt  pay- 1 
meiU  for  all  these  good  things,  until  the  news  of 
the  late  alarming  stock  jobbing  and  toreign-import- 
ing  combustion,  which  took  place  at  New  York, 
caused  all  our  monied  men  ana  institutions  to 
clench  their  cash  as  with  the  gripe  of  death,  as 
noticed  in  a  toimer  article,  liut  the  alarm  has 
30  far  subsided  as  to  permit  business  to  proeeed 
with  some  regularity,  though  with  irksome  caution 
and  nuich  w::nt  of  confidence  as  l»  things  tliat 
theretofore  apjicarcd  very  plain. 

The  value  of  the  trade  that  passes  <foTPK  the  Sus- 
quehannahismuch  lessened  to  Baltimore  from  the 
want  of  a  commiuiicalioii  itp  that  river.  The  New 
Yorkers  and  I'eniisylvai.iaiis,  who  find  here  a  libe- 
ral market  for  then- com.nodities,  would  gladly  lay 
out  theirni' :nc>  v.iJ.  us,  jirovideatliereuini  naviga- 
tion would  admit  of  it.  It  is  true,  that  a  few  boats, 
laden  with  goods,  do  ascend  the  river;  but  the 
amount  of  their  cargoes  is  small  compared  with 
tliat  of  the  desce'.iding  arks  and  rafts— and  a  large 
part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  latter  is  carried  to  the 
city  of  New-York  and  there  invested  in  goods.  To 
afiordto  Baltimore  the  full  advantage  that  tliis  no- 
ble  stream  might  confer,  a  new  canal  is  spoken  of, 
which  will  equally  acililate  the ascendingastlie de- 
scending trade;  bui  in  the  present  difficulties  about 
money,  we  fear  that  the  project  cannot  be  accom- 
plished. 

Steam  ciriiiares.  Frtnn  the  Lcvidon  Literary 
Gdze'.le.  We  are  iiiforined  that  the  possibility  of 
travelling  and  transporting  goods  in  carriages 
moved  by  steam,  wiU  soon  be  tried  on  a  most  ex- 
tensi\e  scale.  So  confident  are  the  projectors  of 
tlieir  success,  that  not  contented  with  securing 
llieir  means  by  patent  in  E:<g!.ind,  they  have  made 
tliemselves  citizens  of  Hoihuid  and  France,  and 
taken  such  steps  in  Germar.y  as  will  enable  them 
to  try  their  experiment  ovtr  half  Europe  simulta- 
neously. We  are  not  instructed  in  tUe  details  of 
this  invention,  or  rather  application  of  invented- 
principles  in  mechanicism,  and  in  the  use  of  that 
jtowerful  agent  steam;  but  persons  of  judgment 
in  such  matters  speak  in  sanguine  terms  of  the 
plan. 

(vJ-The  editor  of  the  nEc.isTF.n,  when  a  youth, 
Ireard  the  late   well  known    Oliver  Evans  say,  (in 
the  confident  manner  in  which  he  was  accustomed 
to  sptak,  w  hen  machinery  or  mechanism  was  the 
su^ct  of  his  discourse),  that  "the  ■man  Wiis  then 
living  who  would  see  the  Oliio  and  Mississippi  co- 
vered with  steam  boats,  and  that  the  child  was  then 
born  who  would  travel  from  Philadelphia  to  Bos- 
ton in  one  day,  by  steam  boats  and  steam  waggons." 
1  think  th.tt  this   was  about  in  the  year  1794  or 
1795,  and  the  person  to  whom  Mr.  Evans  addressed 
himself,  put  him  down,  at  once,  as  an  enthusiast 
Avho  wouKl  end  his  days  in  a  mad-house;  having  no 
more  idea  that  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  would  be 
covered  with   steam  boats,  as  iltty  iioiv  are,  than  is 
entertained  of  the  discovery  of  means  by  which 
we  may  visit  our  neiglibors  in  the  moon.     But  some 
tim^  after  this,  Mr.  Evans  actually  applied  the 
jjowcr  of  steam  to  move  a  large  scow  which  he 
had  built,  about  a  mile     on  the  land, — he  then 
launched  it,  and,  by  adapting  the  machinery  to 
the  water,  navigated  it  down  the  Schuylkill,  and 
from  the  mouth  of  that  river  up  the  Delaware  to 
Philadelphia.     I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  these  things  were  effected;  but   \i 
was  left  to  the  genius  of  Fultos  to  perfect  the 
idea  of  propelling  boats  by  steam.     The  names  of 
Htventp  six  boats  are  given  m  a  western  paper,  as 


at  this  time  employed  in  navigating  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers. 

Since  the  preceding  v/as  in  type,  we  notice  that 
a  chariot,  propelled  by  steam,  was  exhibiting  in 
New  York;  and  that  one,  on  a  larger  scale,  was  to 
be  buill  to  p^  '"  some  of  the  public  gardens. 

St.  Maiit's  cHcncu,  PniLADEtPHiA.  V.'e  are 
gr.atified  to  be  informed  that  the  differences  exist- 
ing in  this  congregation,  are  likely  to  be  settled. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  two  sets  of  trustees 
wei'p  returned~as  chosen,  and  neither  would  give 
way;  but  it  has  been  agreed  that  a  new  election 
shall  bat  field  under  the  superintendance  oi' /iro- 
testant  gentlemen,  of  great  respectability,  who 
will,  HO  doubt,  conduct  the  matter  fairiy  and  i)Ut 
to  rest  the  jarring  elements  of  discord.  We  re- 
joice at  this  proceeding — it  is  liberal,  it  is  truly  Ca.- 
tholic.  Tlie  judges  are  Horace  Binney  and  C.  C. 
Biddle,  esquires,  and  gen.  Cadwallader. 

CnMHEHLA::TD  KCAB.  The  Baltimore  banks,  as  the 
condition  for  a  renewal  of  their  charters,  have  una- 
nimously agreed  to  make  a  road  from  Boonsborough 
to  H jgerstown,  (about  10  miles  long),  the  onlv  part 
which,  between  Baltimore,  on  the  Chesapeake,  and 
Wheeling,  on  the  Ohio,  remained  unimproved.  We 
hope  that,  at  the  next  session  of  congress,  some 
plan  may  be  devised,  agreeable  to  the  will  of  the 
house  of  representatives  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
opinions  of  the  president,  as  to  constitutional 
grounds,  on  the  other,  by  which  this  nobje  road  or 
roads,  which,  from  one  extreme  to  tli*  other,  will 
have  cost  more  than  t.vo  millions  of  dollars,  may 
not  be  suil'ered  to  go  to  decay.  It  really  seems 
hard  that  those  who  travel  it  cannot  be  permitted 
to  keep  it  in  repair,  by  the  adoption  of  efficier^ 
means  for  that  purpose. 

Lehioh  xsv  scurTLKiLL.  Ever  pleased  to  notice 
the  progress  of  improvement,  we  are  sincerely  glad 
to  observe  that  large  quantities  of  coal,  &c.  &c.  are 
arriving  from  the  Lehigh  and  down  the  Schuylkill 
rivers.  Thirty  one  arks  arrived  in  one  day,  some 
of  which  had  descended  the  latter  river  more  tliJin 
one  hundred  miles,  laden  with  flour. 

.TunnE  vs.  LA-WTERS,  Phila'k!{>hia,  JVTay  8.  Viat: 
M.  Meredith  and  Jan^es  C.  Biddle,  esqs.  having,  m 
the  course  of  a  trial  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  inst.  in- 
sulted the  court,  while  acting  in  their  stations  df 
attorneys  and  counsellors,  judge  Hollowell,  this  af- 
ternoon, at  4  o'clock,  after  the  court  had  taken  full 
time  to  consider  the  subject,  pronounced  the  fol- 
lowing judgment: 

This  court,  on  full  consideration,  do  adjudge  that 
Wm.  M.  Meredith  and  James  C.  Biddle,  esqrs.  coun- 
selloi'S  at  law,  and  officers  of  this  court,  be  commit- 
ted to  prison  in  the  debtors'  apartment  of  tjje  city 
and  county  of  FhiladelpJiia,  until  the  first  day  of 
.Tune  next,  or  until  discharged  by  the  legal  autho- 
rity trf  this  court,  or  by  due  course  of  Viw,  for  a  high 
contempt,  by  gross  misdemeanor,  in  the  presence 
of  this  court,  and  obstructing  the  administration  of 
justice.  They  were  taken  into  custody,  ajid  com- 
mitted accordingly. 

The  court  said  they  would  consider,  when  they 
should  next  sit  as  a  court  of  common  pl.eas,  the 
propriety  of  striking  them  off  the  list  of  attornies. 

Treasury  depurfmeti',  May  2d,  1822. 
Notice  is  Jiereby  given,  to  the  pitoprictors  of  the 
six  per  cent,  stock  of  1812,  and  1813,  and  :Seven 
per  cent,  stock  of  1815,  who  may  wisb  toavailthenir 
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selves  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  conpress,  pas- 
sed the  20th  of  April  1822,  entitled  "an  act  to  au- 
thorize the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  exchange 
a  slock  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  for  cer- 
tain stocks  bearing  an  interest  of  six  and  seven  per 
cent,"  that  books  are  opened  at  the  treasury  and  at 
the  several  loan  ofTices  of  the  United  States,  for  re- 
ceiving subscriptions  of  the  stock  held  by  them, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act,  to 
be  continued  open  until  the  first  day  of  July  next. 

Subscriptions  of  stock  may  be  made  either  by  the 
proprietors  in  person,  or  by  their  attorneys  duly  au- 
thorized to  sxibicrihe  and  to  transfer  the  stock  of  the 
United  States.  Certificates  of  stock  are  to  be  sur- 
rendered, at  the  time  of  subscribing,  at  the  treasury 
or  loan  office  where  the  subscription  is  made. 

The  following  appointments  have  been  recently 
mude  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  ynd  consent  of  the  senate: 

Henry  Dearborn,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the 
kiiifrdom  of  Portugal. 

Thoniai  L.  L.  Brent,  to  be  secretary  of  legation 
at  the  court  of  I^isbon. 

John  A.  Jipp'.eton,  to  be  secretary  of  legation  at 
the  court  of  Madrid. 

James  T,  Preston,  Samuel  R.  Gverton,  and  JVa- 
thaniel  Ji.  Ware,  to  be  commissioners  for  deciding 
upon  land  claims  in  the  territory  of  Florida. 

J,  C.  Bronaugh,  Htnry  JM,  Brackenridge,  Richard 
CdU,  Edgar  Alacon,  Edmund  La-w,  Vim.  M.  Gibson, 
Jiiseph  JM.  Hernandez,  John  Milter,  ft  m.  Reynolds, 
■Thomas  Lytle,  Bernardo  Sigui.  James  K.  Hanham, 
and  J'jseph  J\l.  li'hite,  to  be  members  of  the  legisla- 
tive council  in  the  ttiritory  of  Florida. 

Berjnmin  Robertson,  of  North  Carolina,  to  be  mar- 
shal for  West  Florida. 

Cud  Humphreys,  to  be  agent  for  the  Indian  tribes 
V^ithin  tie  territory  cf  Florida. 

Ltnis  Mark,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul  at  Ostend, 
in  the  Netherlands. 

Joseph  Elgar,  to  be  commissioner  of  the  public 
buildings  at  Washington. 

George   fV.  Hubbdl,  to  be  constil  of  the  United  j  lions  of  dollars  at  the  sole  disposal  of  his  wife,  late 

States  at  M;<ni!la.  I  Miss  Mellen,  of  the  theatre.    No  other  person  was 

William   Clu^k,  of  Missouri,  to  be  superinten-   mentioned  in  the  will;  but  Mrs.  Coutts  has  given 

dent  of  Indian  affairs  at  St.  Louis.  liberally  to  the  daughters  of  her  late  husband,  the 

GfV/eon  Fi7r,  to  be  register,  and /«m€s  C.  /)icA-s&w, ;  countess  of  Guildford  and  the  wife  of  sir  Francis 
to  be  receiver  ot  public  moneys  for  tke  land  dis-    Burdett.     It  appears  that  Mr.  Coutts  married  Miss 


personal  expenditures,  and  the  lords  of  tlie  admi- 
ralty have  been  reduced  from  seven  to  five.  The 
gross  revenue  of  the  post-ofSce  is  two  mil!-ons  of 
pounds  a  year.  The  marquis  of  Buckingliam  lias 
been  created  a  duke:  during  the  long  reign  of 
George  ord,  only  two  dukes  were  created,  e>n;ept 
those  of  the  royal  family,  the  dukes  of  Northusn  er- 
land  and  Wellington.  On  the  29th  March,  Mr.  Can- 
ning gave  notice  th.it  he  should  move  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  acts  of  parliament  as  debarred  Catholic 
peers  from  sitting  in  the  house  of  lords — but  he  hadL 
not  determined  whether  he  would  brli^g  forv.urd 
his  motion  at  the  present  session. 

The  distresses  of  the  ;;oor  laboring  classes  may 
be  partially  imagined  fro^o  the  following  specimeii 
afforded  in  the  proceedin.^s  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons— "Mr.  Lochart,  in  presenting  a  petition  to 
the  house  of  commons,  on  .Monday  se'n'.ght,  praying 
some  relief  to  agriculture,  remarked  that  tliere 
were,  at  present,  in  the  gaol  of  Bury,  in  Suffolk, 
eighty  persons  confined  for  poaching;  sixty  of 
whom  entered  the  fieldyor  the  purpose  of  being  taken 
up,  preferring  imprisonment  to  starvation!" 

I'he  plan  for  reducing  the  5  per  cent,  stocks,  as 
heretofore  described  in  this  pjper,  appears  to  be 
very  generally  approved.  It  is,  no  donbt,  ad\an- 
tageous  to  the  money-lenders,  'hough,  in  its  result, 
presuming  that  the  debt  is  to  be  paid  off,  it  may 
prove  very  unfortunate  for  the  payers. 

The  amount  of  gold  coinage  at  the  British  mint, 
during  the  last  year,  was  9,520,758/.  The  average 
of  bank  notes  in  circulation  for  the  month  of  Jan. 
1821,  was  something  short  of  24,000,000,  and  th^ 
average  of  1822,  short  of  18,500,000,  making  the 
reduction  of  the  bank  circulation  nearly  half  the: 
amount  of  the  g"kl  coinage,  or  about  4.500.000. 

Seven  new  and  promoted  peers  took  their  seats 
in  the  house  of  lords,  at  the  late  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment. 

The  defence  cf  the  qusen  was  prohibited  in  the 
English  papers  at  .Madras,  though  the  testimony 
against  her  had  been  published. 

Mr.  Coutts,  the  great  banker,  lately  died  at  the 
age  of  87,  leaving  a  property  worth  about  four  mil- 


trict  composed  of  the  lands  lately  ceded  by  the 
Choctaw  Indians. 

William  G.  T).  Worthivgton,  to  be  marshal  for 
East  Florida. 

J\rathan  Towson  to  be  paymaster  general  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States. 

John  Branch,  to  be  judge  in  Mest  Florida. 

Joseph  L.  Smith,  to  be  judge  in  East  Florida. 

George  Walton,  to  be  secretary  to  the  tenitory  of 
Florida. 

Alexander  Hamilton,  to  be  attorney  for  East  Flo- 
rida. 

Tipton  B.  narrison,\o  be  attorney  for  West  Flo- 
rida. 

Joshua  Barton,  to  bo  attorney  of  the  U.  Slates 
for  the  district  of  Missouri. 

Jienry  Dodge,  to  be  marshal  for  the  same. 

Jehu  Holiivgsti'orth,  to  be  consul  of  the  United 
3tates  at  St.  Eustatia. 

FoBEiGN  KKTvs— from  London  papers  of  April  7. 

England.     Ketrenchmept  is  much  spoke  of,  snd, 

In  little  thinprs,  practised.     Tlie  king  has  given  up 

'0,000;,  or  10  per  cert,  of  the  sum  allowed  fcr  his 


Mellen  in  ten  days  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
being  then  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age.  This  pro- 
duced much  dissatisfaction  in  his  Wigh-b'ooded  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  had  become  peeresses  and  the 
other  the  hidy  of  a  baronet.  A  paper  war  followed, 
and  it  appeared  that  the  mother  of  these  ladies, 
"Betty  Starky,"  had  been  a  common  servant,  and 
that  Miss  Mellen  was  as  good  as  she,  and  so  forth. 
So  much  for  "noble  blood"  and  high  families!  It 
was  probably  on  account  of  this  quarrel,  that  Coutts 
threw  his  whole  fortune  into  the  lap  of  his  young 
svifs — but  she  was  entitled  to  a  round  sum  for  the 
sale  of  her  person  to  the  old  one;  and  she  seems 
resolved  to  enjoy  it,  being  already  engaged  to  be 
married  to  a  person  called  the  marquis  of  Worces- 
ter— and  so  the  play-actress  will  be  converted  into 
a  'most  noble  lady,'  as  the  title  of  marchioness  will 
declare  her  to  be! 

The  famous  Mr.  Coke,  aged  74,  has  married  a 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Albemarle,  aged  21! 

About  four  thousand  English  persons  are  now 
resident  at  Boulogne,  in  France,  on  account  of  the 
greater  cheapness  of  the  necessaries  and  comforts 
of  life. 


NILES'  REGISTER    MAY  18,  18£2 -FOREIGN  NEWS. 


181 


The  Jews  in  London  have  erected  a  free  school, 
for  600  boj's  anJ  300  girls.  It  is  to  be  under  the 
auperiiiteiideiice  ot"  tlieir  cliief  rabbi. 

Sentence  of  death  lias  b«en  pronounced  on  nine- 
teen sn:U(4glers — they  Jiad  fired  at  and  resisted 
soiTie  persons  in  the  revenue  service. 

A  widow  woman,  seekin{f  infornfiation  of  a  fortune 
teller  as  to  obtaining  another  liusband,  expended 
100  gold  sovereigns  to  get  the  aid  of  the  stars/ — 
but,  they  not  bi  nig  propitious,  she  applied  for  a 
warrant  to  arrest  ttie  person  who  affected  to  have 
the  government  of  them. 

France  is,  surely,  in  a  very  disordered  state,  and 
the  chamber  of  deputies  seeins  to  be  the  centre  of 
violent  politics.  Gen.  Gerard,  idluding  to  the  causes 
of  the  coii. motions,  eulogized  .Vapoeon  as  the  "im- 
mortal captain,  whose  name  will  g;*  down  to  posle 
rity,  Willi  tiiose  of  Alexander  and  desai ."  I'his 
expression  excittd  a  storm  of  applause  and  mur- 
murs;— On  wliich  the  general  said,  "I'ardon  me, 
gentlemen,  I  thought  a  word  of  one  of  that  brave 
old  Frencli  army,  might  find  an  echo  in  this  cham- 
ber, which  so  many  of  its  trophies  once  decorated." 
General  F.iy  exclaimed,  '^Patience — tlielime  •tuiilcjme 
again."  Tlie  members  on  the  right  exclaimed  'vVo, 
never." 

In  tht  French  chamber  of  deputies,  March  19th, 
the  miiL^titrof  foreign  affairs  stated  that  the  pre- 
sent ministers  had  lost  no  time  in  endeavoring  to 
eslabhbh  such  relations  with  the  U.  States  of  Ame- 
rica, as  woiikl  have  the  most  favorable  influence 
Tipon  commerce.  With  regard  to  Spanish  America, 
France  was  not  behind,  since  its  independence  had 
not  been  recognized  by  the  U.  States,  and  ao  Eu 
ropean  power  had  yet  sent  envoys  o.  consuls  there. 

Gen.  iSei'ton  was  not  yet  taken,  tiiough  great  ef- 
forts lia<l  been  made  to  arrest  him,  and  a  high 
jirice  put  on  his  head.  It  appears  as  if  he  had  plen- 
ty ot  money. 

Lectures  on  ethics,  publiclaw,  political  economy, 
?ic.  are  directed  either  to  be  discontinued  or  deli- 
vered in  Latin! 

The  torreclional  tribunal  of  Marseilles,on  the  lltli 
of  Dec.  tried  cajjtuin  Qiioniam,  accused  by  the  pub- 
lic prosecutor  of  having  trafficked  in  negroes. — 
He  was  condemned  to  the  confiscation  of  iiis  ship 
and  cargo,  and  to  the  forfeiture  of  his  occupation. 

The  price  of  ti;e  best  bread  at  fans  is  about  2^ 
cents  per  pound. 

Spain. — Cadiz  is  said  to  be  declining  very  rapid- 
ly, in  consequence  of  the  revolutions  in  America; 
and  cei'tam  monopolies  that  the  merchants  of  this 
city  possessed,  have  also  been  taken  away  by  the 
cortes — so  that  the  sources  of  its  wealth  are  dried 
up. 

The  deficit  of  the  revenue  for  the  present  year  is 
estimated  at  16,485,727 — rials  vellon,  we  suppose. 
There  has  been  some  disturbance  at  t^ampeluna,  in 
which  a  number  of  persons  were  killed.  Hurgos 
Las  also  been  agitated. 

A  Spanish  privateer,  fitted  out  at  Porto  Rico, 
is  busily  engaged  in  capturing  vessels  bound  to  or 
from  the  ports  of  Colombia. 

Italy.  Letters  from  Home  announce  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  .Marec/ial,  archbisliop  of  Baltimore,  w  ho  had 
been  received  by  the  pope  "in  the  most  gracious 
manner."  A  London  paper  gives  a  report  that 
the  pope  has  issued  a  brief,  in  which  the  injunc- 
tion of  the  Roman  church  for  abstaining  from  meat, 
on  certain  days,  is  suspended  for  the  term  of  six 
years— during  which  liberty  is  granted  to  eu.t  flesh 
during  every  day  in  the  year. 

Osman  Aga,  a  Turkish  nobleman,  late  chief  ofTi- 
csr  of  the  viceroy  of  Fgypt,  being-  di,s^U3te<J  with 


the  doctrines  of  the  Koran,  has  arrived  at  Rome 
to  receive  instruction  in  Chriatiamty.  He  was  to 
be  christened  in  the  presence  of  the  pope. 

Sweden.  The  Stockholm  G.tzette  announces 
that  "provost  marshals  in  the  Sv^edisli  army  are 
about  to  be  aboli.shed.  I  he  corport  al  punish- 
ments which  they  have  hitherto  performed  upon 
dehnquents,  will  in  future  be  inflicted  by  a  hired 
executioner,  or  by  a  woman,  in  order  that  the  mill- 
tary  uniform  may  not  be  degraded." 

Jiiasia,  1  he  emperor  Alexnrider  has  caused  to 
be  published  to  his  army  his  will  respecting  regu- 
lations for  preserving  its  health.  The  colonels  of 
regiments  are  especially  enjoined  "by  no  means 
to  allow  the  soldiers  lacing  themselves."  The 
same  attention  is  recommended  to  "young  officers 
who,  from  false  notions  of  elegance  in  dress,  injure 
themselves  by  tins  custom." 

Turkey.  It  appears  certain  that  the  famous  All 
Paclia  ui  Janina,  has  at  lasi  suffered  death.  He 
had  prepared  a  stone  chamber,  in  which  was  depo- 
sited a  quantity  of  gun-powder,  to  blow  himself  to 
atoms;  but  he  was  deceived  by  a  promise  of  pardon 
from  the  sultan  and  sent  to  Constantinople,  where 
he  Was  beheaded.  He  was  about  80  years  old.  A 
comparatively  inconsiderable  quantity  of  treasure 
was  found  in  his  citadel,  to  what  was  expected — it 
is  stated  that  he  had  emptied  his  chests  of  gold 
into  the  lake,  and  put  to  death  those  who  had  been 
employed  in  the  service,  that  the  exact  place  rnigh.t 
remain  known  only  to  himself. 

Another  account  states  that  AH  was  cajoled  into 
a  surrender  by  his  wife,  who  was  in  the  pay  of  the 
Turks,  on  a  promise  that  his  life  should  be  spared, 
&c.  after  which  he  was  assassinated  and  all  the  per« 
sons  about  him  put  to  death,  the  wife  excepted— 
though  she  was  present  when  the  murders  took 
place,  as  if  to  sooth  him  with  ideas  of  safety! 

The  Greeks  have  again  defeated  the  Turks  at 
sea.  A  desperate  fight  between  them  took  place 
on  the  3rd  of  March.  The  Turks  lost  twenty- 
five  ships  captured,  five  were  driven  on  shore  and 
two  [.llgerines]  blown  up.  A  i'tw  vessels  escaped, 
the  pursuit  of  which  was  hpt,  when  the  account 
came  away. 

The  condition  cf  Moldavia  and  Wallachia  is  said 
to  "inspire  horror."  The  Asiatic  Turks  lay  every 
thing  waste,  and  exceedingly  abuse  the  people. 
Ihey  put  fire  to  the  city  of  Jassy  on  the  12th  of 
March,  and  the  houses  on  whole  streets  were  re- 
duced to  ashes.  The  Kiaja  Bey  had  declared  that 
if  he  was  forced  to  evacuate  the  country,  he  would 
cany  off  the  whole  male  population  for  slaves, 
arid  not  leave  a  village  stanuing! — hence  the  peo« 
pie  are  seeking  safely  by  flight,  under  tlie  most 
distressing  circumstancest  It  is  expected  that  the 
Russians  have  entered  these  provinces. 

From  the  Ijondon  Courier  of  ^Ipril  6.  The  ad- 
vices from  Constaniinople,  are  to  March  6th.  The 
divan  assembled  on  the  28th  of  February,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  note  of  the  ambassadors. 
The  result  was  a  reply  not  so  favorable  to  peace 
as  was  expected.  "Tlie  assembly  unanimously  re- 
solved, that  the  propositions  contained  in  tlie  Rus- 
sian nlliinutii7n,  wtvs  oi -d  nature  that  could  not  be 
accepted."  Subsequently,  repeated  interviews 
took  place  between  lord  Strangfbrd  and  the  Reis 
Efi'cndi,  which  terminated  abruptly;  and,  on  the 
3d,  a  note  was  delivered  to  the  F.nghsh  and  Aus- 
trian ambassadors,  of  which  the  following  has  been 
given  as  the  substance: 

"The  divan  witnesses  with  pleasure  the  efTorts 
which  its  friends,  the  ambassadors  of  England  and 
the  Aust^i^an  internuncio,  make  to  adjust  the  dif- 
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ferences  which  have  arisen  between  the  sublime 
Forte  and  Czar  oftlie  Muscovites;  but  die  divan 
views,  as  useless  to  the  proposed  object,  all  farther 
discussion  of  the  propositions  contained  in  the  Uus 
sian  ullimatuni— proposilions  which  are  incompa- 
tible witii  the  sovereignty  of  his  highness. 

♦'It  would  be  desnable'that  the  above  mentioned 
ambassadors  wtjuld  make  known  tn  their  courts  the 
subjects  of  complaint  wliich  the  Poite  has  against 
the  \!uscoviles,  viz  —  I'hat  the  Russian  consuls, 
chosen  from  tlie  Greek  nation,  thinking  themselves 
secure  under  their  liarcu  (or  Riissian  letter  of  na- 
turalization) have  openly  taken  parts  in  the  plots 
which  have  been  concerted  at  Smyrna  and  m  the 
isles  of  the  \rchip 'lago,  to  insurrectionise  the  Ra 
I'ahs  (subjects  of  the  Porte);  that  a  Russian  ship, 
"laden  with  arms  and  ammunition,  has  been  seized 
in  the  gulf  of  Smyrna,  when  on  the  point  of  sail- 
ing for  Ispara;  that  the  mercliants  of  Odessa  sent 
tnthe  Greek  insurgents  money  and  corn,  supplies 
of  whicli  werf  seized  in  the  streight  of  the  Bospho- 
rus;  that  AIjX.  Ypsilanti,  styling  himself  as  "agent 
of  Russia,"  and  allired  in  Russian  uniform,  came  to 
Uucharest  at  the  head  of  a  troop  composed  of 
Greeks  and  Russians,  seized  the  public  coffers,  put 
to  death  the  Mussclmen  tiiercliants  established  in 
Wallachia,  and  posted  proclamations  exciting  the 
suliiectsof  tlie  Porte  to  insurrection,  and  promising 
theiuthe  aid  of  Russia;  that  in  truth,  the  court  of 
Russia  had  declared  tliat  all  this  was  the  work  of 
particular  individuals,  who  acted  in  opposition  to 
the  will  of  the  empr:ror;  but  that,  notwithstanding 
this  declaration,  the  traitor  Michael  Siizzo,  after 
having  opened  the  gates  of  Jassy  to  Ypsilanti,  and 
after  h:'.ving  decapitated  several  Turks  who  resided 
there,  fled  to  Russia,  where  he  was  hospitably  re- 
ceived, and  supplied  with  money,  as  were  also 
other  Greek  refugees;  whilst  his  majesty  the  em- 
peror of  Austria,  faithful  to  treaties,  caused  those 
to  be  arrested  who  fled  into  his  dominions,  and 
even  confined  Ypsilanti  in  a  si  ite  prison. 

♦'From  these  facts,  the  courts  of  England  and 
Austria  will  judge  whether  it  is  Russia  or  Turkey 
which  has  provoked  war.  I'he  Forte  demanded 
no  satisliiction  whatever  for  these  hostile  circum- 
ventions en  the  part  of  Russia,  the  result  of  which 
only  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  Ottoman  empire 
but  an  instant.  But  the  Porle  will  not  suffer  that 
a  foreign  court,  a  knowMi  supporter  of  all  the  re- 
bellious against  the  autliorily  of  his  highness, 
should  come  and  interfere  in  the  domestic  affairs 
of  the  empire.  If  some  Christian  temple  has  been 
unlawfully  demolished,  it  shall  be  restored  after 
tranquility  s'.iall  have  been  completely  re-estab- 
lished. His  highness  will  grant  an  amnesty  to  his 
Greek  subjects  of  the  Archipelago  and  Morea, 
V.'hen  they  shall  have  laid  down  their  arms. 

"The  Oltotnan  troops  shall  continue  to  occupy 
Wallachia  and  Moldav-aso  long  as  the  divan  shall 
consider  those  provinces  as  menaced  by  the  Cos- 
sacks and  Hetarists  assembled  on  the  eastern  bank 
of  the  Pruth.  With  respect  to  the  nomination  of 
the  Ilospodar,  the  sublime  Porte  acknowledges 
that  treaties,  among  others  that  of  Bucharest,  pre- 
scribe it:  hence  she  has  no  intention  to  refuse  it,  nor 
to  make  any  chanije  in  the  form  of  government, 
guaranteed  by  conventions  to  those  two  princi- 
palities, as  slie  has  declared  to  the  Wallachian  and 
Moldavian  Boyars;  only  Russia  having  violated  the 
treaty  of  Bucharest  (as  has  been  mentioned  above) 
has  no  right  to  claim  the  execution  of  that  article. 
His  highness  having  besides,  by  this  treaty,  hberty 
to  name  as  Hospodar,  the  f)erson  who  shall  deserve 
•4iat  favor,  has  already  decided,  that  in  future  no 
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Greek  can  be  Ilospodar  either 
Moldavia;  for  the  Greek  princ- 
post  for  a  century,  instead  of  ^',' 
grateful  and  faithful,  have  a:,?rjted  tr\e  pay 
Russia,  and  have  framed  conspiracies,  withon'. 
reckoning  that  several  of  them,  after  havinc!^  pil- 
laged the  people  of  Wallachia  and  Moldavia,  have 
fled  into  Christian  countries  with  the  unjust  trea- 
sures,  the  fruits  of  their  rapacity  and  tyranny.  His 
highness  will  name  as  Ilospodar  either  a  Turk  or 
a  Wallachian,  as  h^  has  made  known  to  the  l^iyars. 
"Finally,  it  is  not  for  the  Povte  to  send  commis- 
sioners to  the  fro'i  ""^.rs  to  nea^ociate  peace — she  is 
not  at  war  with  Russia,  notwithstanding  all  the  pro- 
vocations—and if  the  Muscovite  armies  shiill  begifc> 
hostilities,  she  has  taken  measures  to  i'ep:^l  them." 

JFest  Indies.  It  is  highly  probable  that  the  Brit- 
ish islands  will  be  thrown  open  to  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States — and  petitions  were  circulat- 
ing at  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe  to  the  French 
government,  praying  for  rehef  in  the  same  way. 

Hayti.  The  late  descent  of  the  French  at  Sa- 
mana,  jeopardized  the  personal  safety  of  all  the 
people  of  that  nation  in  Ilayti,  but  no  act  of  vio- 
lence took  place,  as  was  expected.  French  vessels 
will  not  hereafter  be  permitted  to  enter  the  ports  of 
the  republic.  Tiie  masters  of  all  vessels  clearing 
out,  are  required  to  declare,  on  oath,  that  no 
Frenchman  has,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  interest 
or  concern  whatsoever  in  ttie  vessel  or  her  cargo. 
This  rule  also  applies  to  the  persons  of  Frencli- 
men,  who  appear  to  be  detained  as  hostages  for 
the  return  of  the  blacks  carried  off  by  the  squad- 
ron. Boyer  has  abolished  slavery  in  the  whole 
island  of  Hayti,  and  peace  prevails  in  every  part 
of  it. 

fluenos  Ayres.  Advices  from  this  city,  dated  late 
in  February,  give  the  most  gratifying  description 
of  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  important  quarter: 
peace  and  prosperity  crowned  the  efforts  of  t!ie 
new  government,  which  was  busily  engaged  in 
works  of  improvement,  in  forming  schools,  libra- 
ries, &c.  The  public  library  at  Buenos  Ayres  con- 
sists of  16,000  volumes,  of  valuable  works. 

One  of  the  letters  notices  the  arrival  of  a  French 
squadron  in  the  river,  bound  to  the  Pacific,  "the 
commander  of  which  had  thought  proper  to  ad- 
dress a  letter  to  our  government,  in  which,  under 
instructions  from  his  government,  lie  asks  the  sup- 
pression of  privateering.  The  answer  given  by 
our  government  was,  that  privateering  had  been 
already  suppressed  by  this  government;  it  wa* 
added,  however,  that  the  government  of  Buenos 
Jlyres  ivill  not  in  future  attend  to  any  application 
coming  from  any  foreiirn  oficer  arriving -zvitk  an  aisl- 
ed force,  nor  to  that  of  any  person,  of  whatever  cha- 
racter or  rank  he  may  be,  7vho  shall  not  be  provide'l 
rjith  a  diplomatic  character  a?id  suitable  credentials." 

Colombia.  The  receipt  of  the  president's  mes- 
sage, advising  a  recognition  of  the  ijjdependence 
of  Spanish  America,  was  received  with  much  joy 
at  Laguira,  Stc.  Porto  Cabello  still  remained  in 
possession  of  the  royalists,  and  was  declared  in  a 
state  of  blockade,  by  sea  and  land,  as  it  appears 
that  it  really  was.  Com.  Daniels  had  been  appoint- 
ed admiral  in  the  Colombian  service.  It  is  proba- 
ble that  Quito  has  fully  joined  the  republic,  though 
an  army  hid  been  provided  to  reduce  the  power 
of  Spain  ttierein. 

jMerico.  A  frigate  recently  arrived  at  Havana 
from  "S'era  Cruz,  with  five  millions  of  dollars  on 
board.  The  castle  was,  of  course,  still  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  rovalistB. 
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Mt'ny  Americans  are  said  to  be  emigratin,^  to 
Texas,  with  their  fcimilies — they  are  i-eceived  on 
the  most  flattering  terms. 

Two  American  schooners  had  arrived  at  Vera 
Cruz,  with  a  'number  of  passengers — among  them 
gen.  Wilkinson,  from  New-Orleans.  They  were 
stopped  by  the  castle;  but  the  governor  permitted 
all  the  passengers,  except  the  general,  to  pass  on 
to  the  city:  he  was  ordered  ofl",  and  took  his  pas- 
sage for  Philadelphia. 

Canada.  It  is  stated  that  a  pretty  heavy  draft 
of  militia  had  taken  place  in  Upper  Canada.  For 
what  reason  this  has  happened,  appears  to  be  quite 
a  mystery.  Some  say  it  in  to  replace  the  regular 
troops  at  certain  posts;  but  others  believe  they  are 
to  be  held  in  readiness  to  march  for  Lower  Canada, 
if  the  governor  in  chief  shall  feel  it  necessary  to 
disdl>line  the  lower  house  of  parliament,  which,  at 
its  last  sitting,  manifested  a  non-submitting  spirit 
to  some  of  his  acts.  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
these  reports  are  destitute  of  truth.  In  the  con- 
tingency supposed,  we  should  presume  that  the 
governor  would  rely  on  the  mercenary  troops,  not 
on  the  militia. 


The  constitutional  term  of  thR  present  house  ot 
representatives,  commenced  on  tlie  4th  of  Marcii, 
1821.  Until  that  period  arrived,  I  wasnot  a  mem- 
ber of  congress,  and  might  have  held  any  other 
incompatible  oflice  under  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  or  of  Delaware. 

The  legislature  of  llie  state  of  Delaware  chose 
me  a  senator  of  the  United  States  on  the  10th  ot 
January  lai-,  but  the  certificate  of  my  election  was 
not  received,  in  consequence  of  my  absence,  from 
severe  indisposition,  until  the  24th  of  that  month, 
when  1  took  my  seat  in  the  senate. 

This  simple  rarrative  of  facts,  given  according 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  assisted  by  the  ori- 
ginal papers  lately  received,  is  n^spect fully  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives with  a  view  of  correcting  any  erroneous 
impressions  which  may  liave  been  made  by  the 
unintentional  mistake  of  so  respectable  a  commit- 
tee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, C.  A.  KODNEVr 
Hon.  PuiLiP  P.  nAnnoun, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  represeatativeg, 

Jpni27,l^'22. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Rodney, 

A  senator  from  the  state  of  Delaware,  to  the  speaker 
of  the  house  of  representatives. 
Sin:  In  a  report  made  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, by  the  select  committee,  to  v.'hom  were 
referred  several  communications,  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  relative  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  land  offices  have  been  examined,  it  is  stated — 
"The  committee  believe  it  to  have  been  usual 
in  the   war  department,  also,  to  employ  members 
of  congress  as  counsel  in   behalf  of  the  United 
States,  anil  they  refer  particularly  to  the  instances 
of  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
Mr  KoJney,  of  Delaware,  of  the  senate,  employed 
ami   paid  as  counsel,  under  the  direction  of  the 
present  secretary  of  war."     [See  page  105,  pre- 
sent volume.]  j 
With  respect  to  myself,  an  error  has  been  unin- 
tentionally committed;  as  1  was  not,  when  employ- 
ed or  paid,  a  member  of  congress,   either  of  the 
.senate  or  of  the  house  of  representatives:  this  will 
appear  from  the  sequel      On   the  6th  of  March, 
1820,  I  received  a  letter  from  major   Uabcock,  of 
the  corps  of  engineers,  who  was  stationed  at  New 
Castle,  requesting  my  professional  services,  in"  the 
case  of  an  ejectment  brought  for  the  Pea-Patch, 
the  trial  of  which  was  expected  to  take  place  at 
Trenton,  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  New  Jersey,  on  the  first  of  April 
following.     Agreeably  to  this  desire,  I  attended 
th<%  court,  but  the  trial  was  postponed,  in  conse- 
quttce  of  the  absence  of  material  witnesses  on  the 
part  if  the  defendant.     Rules  were  obtained  for 
the  taking  their  depositions,  and  also  for  a  spe- 
cial jury,  and  for  a  survey  of  the  disputed  pre- 
mises. 

In  the  summer  of  1820,  a  detailed  report  of  the 
case  was  prepared  and  transmitted  to  the  depart- 
ment of  war.  At  the  October  term,  in  the  same 
year,  I  attended  again  at  Trenton;  and  was  there 
on  the  day  of  the  general  election,  in  Delaware, 
when  representatives  to  the  seventeenth  or  pre- 
sent congress  were  chosen.  The  result,  however, 
was  not  known,  until  some  days  after  my  return. 
In  the  month  of  November  following,  I  was  paid 
for  the  services  rendered,  and  I  have  not  since 
been  at  th^  court. 


List  of  Acts 

Passed  at  the  first  session  of  the  seventeenth  congrciSc 

ACTS   WHICH  OniOINATED  IN  TtlE  SENATE. 

An  act  authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain 
public  documents  free  from  postage. 
To  establish  the  district  of  Rlakely. 
Authorizing  the  transfer  of  certain  certificates 
of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States. 

Vesting  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  the  light  wf 
all  fines  assessed  for  tlie  non-performance  of  militia 
duty  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Hritain. 

Supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "an  acifo  alter 
the  terms  of  the  district  court  in  Alabama" 

Authorizing  the  state  of  Illinois  to  open  a  canal 
though  the  puhlio  lands,   to  connect  the  Illinois 
i  river  and  lake  Micldgan. 

Supplemental  to  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  au- 
thorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay 
out  the  road  tlierein  mentioned." 

For  the  ssfabiitJiment  of  a  territorial  government 
in  Florida. 

To  perfect  certain  locations  ami  sales  of  public 
landj  in  Misso-aii. 

To  amend  the  laws  now  in  f(>rce,  as  to  tlie  issu- 
ing of  original  writs,  and  final  proces.s  m  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States,  u'ithiu  the  state  of 
Tennessee. 

Concerning  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
Florida. 

Supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  landa 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  1S20." 

Supplementary  to  an  vet,  entitled  "an  act  to  set 
apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public  lands  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  cultivation  ot  the  viae  and 
ol've." 

To  continue  in  force  an  act  declaring  the  con- 
sent of  congress  to  acts  of  the  state  of  South  Caro- 
lina,  authorizing  the  city  council  of  Cluirleston  to 
impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  ves- 
sels from  foreign  ports,  and  to  acts  of  the  slate  cf 
Georgia,  authorizing  the  imposition  and  collecliou 
of  a  duty  on  the  tonn.ige  of  vessels  in  the  ports  cf 
Savannah  and  St.  Mary's. 

To  abolish  the  United  Stales'  trading  eatablioU- 
ments  with  tiis  Indian  tribes. 
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To  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district  courts 
in'the  st.ite  of  New-Jersey. 

Jn  addition  to  the  act  concerning  navigation. 
Supplementary  to  the  several  acts  f»r  adjusting 
the  claims  to  land,  and  establishing  Innd  offices  in 
the  districts  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans. 

For  the  relief  of  Richard  Matson. 
Explanatory  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Leander  Cathcart,  passed  May  15,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  1820. 

For  the  relief  of  John  Holmez. 

Further  to  establish  the  compensation  of  officers 
of  the  customs,  and  to  alter  certain  collection  dis- 
tricts, and  for  other  purposes. 

Authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
Thomas  Shields. 

Granting  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  Noble  Osborne 
snd  William  Doake. 

For  the  relief  of  the  president  and  directors  of 
the  Planter's  Bank  of  New-Orleans. 

To  designate  the  boundaries  of  a  land  district,  and 
for  the  estabhshment  of  aland  office  in  the  state  ot 
Indiana. 

Authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
John  Gooding  and  James  Williams. 

For  the  relief  of  Samuel  Walker. 

To  authorize  the  building  of  light  houses  there- 
in mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes. 

For  the  relief  of  Matthew  M'Nai?. 

To  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  the  state 
of  Illinois. 

Granting  a  tract  of  land  to  William  Conner  and 
wife,  and  to  their  children. 

For  ascertaining  claims  to  titles  to  land  within 
the  territory  of  Florida. 

For  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  Joseph  Pettipool. 

To  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports  and  tonnage  in  Flciida,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Jo- 
seph Hodgson,  deceased. 

To  repeal  the  fourteenth  section  of  <'an  act  to 
reduce  and  fix  the  military  peace  establishment, 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  1821. 

To  authorize  and  empower  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, to  drain  the  low  grounds  on  and  near  the  re- 
servations, and  to  improve  and  ornament  certain 
parts  of  such  reservations. 

For  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Green- 
berry  H.  Murphy. 

To  relieve  the  people  of  Florida  from  the  ope- 
ration of  certain  ordinances. 

ACTS  OBIftlNATI.NG  IW  THE  HOCSi:. 

An  act  reviving  and  extending  the  time  allowed 
for  the  redemption  of  land  snh\  for  direct  taxes. 

To  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled 
"an  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled 
by  known  wounds  in  the  revolutionary  war." 

To  provide  for  paying  to  the  states  of  Missouri, 
Mississippi  and  Alabama  three  per  cent,  of  the 
nett  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  public  lands 
within  the  same. 

For  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Baltimore. 

For  the  relief  of  Samuel  Clarksonand  Alexanuer 
Elmslie. 

For  the  relief  of  Isaac  Finch. 

For  the  relief  of  Peggy  Mellen. 

To  authorize  the  re-conveyance  of  a  tract  of 
ifind  to  the  city  of  New- York. 

To  authorize  the  payment  of  certain  certificates. 

To  ))rovide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of 
tb*>  T^  ♦ed  States,  within  the  state  of  Missouri,  and 
^  )t{iblishment  of  a  district  court  therein. 


To  authorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  ex- 
change a  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent, 
for  certain  stocks  bearing  an  interest  of  six  and 
seven  per  cent. 

For  the  relief  of  James  May,  and  the  represen- 
tatives of  William  Macomb. 

For  the  relief  of  G.id  Worthington, 

For  the  relief  of  James  McFarland. 

For  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  John  B. 
Dash. 

To  revive  and  continue  in  force  "an  act  declar- 
ing the  assent  of  congress  to  certain  acts  of  the 
states  of  Maryland  and  Georgia. 

For  the  apportionment  of  representatives  among 
the  several  states,  according  to  the  fourth  census. 

For  the  relief  of  WilUam  ?j.  Meek. 

Restoring  to  the  ship  Diana  the  privileges  of  a 
sea  letter  vessel. 

For  the  relief  of  Solomon  Porter,  jr. 

To  remit  the  duties  on  a  sword  imported,  to  be 
presented  to  captain  Thomas  McDonough  of  the 
United  States'  navy. 

To  fix  the  limits  of  the  port  of  entry  and  delivery 
for  the  district  of  Philadelphia. 

For  the  relief  of  certain  distillers,  within  the  6th 
collection  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

Fortherelief  of  B.  II.  Rand, 

To  alter  the  time  and  place  of  holding  courts  in 
the  district  of  Virginia,  and  for  other  jjurposes. 

Making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  daring  the  year  1822. 

For  the  relief  of  Jonathan  N.  Bailey. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment for  the  year  1S22,  and  for  other  purposes. 

For  the  relief  of  John  Anderson. 

For  the  relief  of  John  Thomas. 

For  the  preservation  of  the  timber  of  the  United 
States  ill  Florida. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1822,  and  towards 
the  service  of  the  year  1823. 

Altering  the  time  of  holding  the  district  court  in 
the  district  of  Mississippi, 

To  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
the  district  of  Bristol,  and  to  annex  tlie  towns  of 
Kittera  and  Berwick  t»  the  district  of  Portsmouth, 
passed  February  25th,  1801. 

For  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Huson. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  public  buildings. 

Making  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  missions  to  the  independent  nations  on  the  Ame- 
rican continent. 

For  the  relief  of  the  officers,  volunteers  an  other 
persons  engaged  in  the  campaign  against  the  Se- 
minole Indians. 

To  repeal  the  act,  entitled  ".\n  act  to  encourage 
vaccination." 

Providing  for  the  disposal  of  public  lands  io  the 
state  of  Mississippi,  and  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion of  the  land  districts  in  the  states  of  Alabama 
and  Mississippi. 

Explanatory  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  authoriz- 
ing a  settlement  of  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  Richard  O'Brien,  late  American  consul 
at  Algiers." 

Making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  na- 
vy of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1822. 

Confirming  the  title  to  a  tract  of  land  to  .\lzira 
Dibrel  and  Sophia  Hancock. 

Relating  to  treasury  notes. 

For  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors. 

To  authorize  the  issuing  of  letters  patent  to  Kich- 
ard  Holden.  »,   ' 
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Authorizing  the  location  of  certain  school  lands 
ifi  the  s' ate  of  Indiana. 

For  the  relief  of  Sully  Vance. 
To  revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  acts  con- 
cerning- the  allowance  of  pensions  upon  a  rclin- 
quishsient  of  bounty  lands. 

For  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Stephenson. 
For  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ewins^s. 
For  the  relief  of  Josepli  Riinbridge. 
For  the  relief  of  .lames  Green. 
To  authorize  the  spcretary  of  state  to  issue  let- 
ters patent  to  Frederick  S.  Warburg-. 

For  the  relief  of  James  Miller,  .lohn  E.  Elliot, 
Noah  Hampton,  James  Erwin  and  Jona.  Hampton. 
Further  to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  the 
treasury,  war  and  mvy  department. 

For  the  rehef  of  Joiin  Post  and  Farley  Fuller. 
For  the  relief  of  William  Gwynn. 
For  the  relief  of  Trapman  Jahuclce  and  company. 
For  the  relief  of  Charles  Campbell. 
Resolution,  directinjj  the  classihcation  and  print- 
ing of  the  accounts  of  the  several  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments and  their  manufactures,  collected  in 
obedience  to  the  tenth  section  of  Jie  act  to  provide 
for  taking  the  fourth  census. 

IJesolution,  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the 
eecret  journal  and  foreign  correspondence  of  the 
old  congress;  and  of  the  journal  of  the  convention 
which  formed  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Resolution  for  the  distribution  of  the  marshals' 
returns  of  the  fourth  census. 

Resolution  for  the  security,  in  the  transmission  of 
letters,  &c.  in  the  public  mail. 

For  the  relief  of  Peter  Cadwell  and  Jas  IJritten. 
For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Ma- 
ria Theresa. 

For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Guthry,  deceased. 

For  the  relief  Alexander  Roddy. 
For  the  relief  of  Susan  Berzat,  widoM%  and  the 
legal  representatives  of  Gabriel  Berzat,  deceased. 
For  the  relief  of  James  Pierce . 
For  the  relief  of  .lames  Brisban  and  Jonah  Lewis. 
For  the  relief  of  William  Dooly, 
For  the  relief  of  John  Crute. 
For  the  relief  of  Joshua  Caundu,  Reuben  Hick- 
man  and  Fielding  Hickman. 
For  the  relief  of  John  Pellet. 
For  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost. 
For  the  relief  of  William  Henderson. 
For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Giranlt. 
For  the  relief  of  David  CuiTimings. 
Supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  for  certain 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  revolutionary  war. 

For  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Edwd.  McCarfy, 
deceased. 

Requiring  surveyors'  general  to  give  bond  and 
security  for  the  faithful   disbursement  of  public 
money  and  to  limit  their  term  of  office. 
For  the  relief  of  Anthony  Kennedy. 
Authorizing  the  issuing  of  letters  patent  to  Jo- 
shua Garsed. 

Fixing  the  compensation  of  the  commissioner  of 
public  buildings. 

Making  further  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  ft>r  the  year  1822;  and 
for  other  purposes. 

For  the  relief  of  James  Barron. 
Vesting  in  the  commissioners  of  the  counties  of 
"Wood  and  Sandusky,  the  right  to  certain  lots  in 
the  towns  of  Perrysburgh  and  Croganaville,  in  the 
state  of  01)io,  for  county  purposei,  i 


Confirming-  claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  AFobile, 
and  to  lands  in  the  former  province  of  West  Flori- 
da, which  claims  have  been  reported  favorably  on 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  U.  States. 

To  establish  certain  post  roads  and  to  discon- 
tinue others;  and  for  other  purposes. 

For  the  relief  of  Henry  Lee. 

To  provide  for  the  appoint.ment  of  deputy  collec- 
tors of  customs. 

For  the  relief  of  Wm.  R.  Maudox. 

Explanatory  of  an  act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  ci- 
tizens of  Baltimore. 

To  provide  for  annuities  to  the  Ottawas,  Patta- 
watamies,  Kickapoos,  Choctaws,  Ka.skaskia,  Mu- 
shalatubbee,  and  to  can-y  into  effect  tiie  treaty  of  Sa- 
ganaw. 


Unavailable  Fund.?. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  trmismU, 
ting'  sundri/  decumenls  in  relation  to  uncurrent 
notes,  received  from  the  banks  of  Edwardsville, 
Tonibeckbe  and  .Missouri. 

HOUSE  OF  REPILESEIJTATIVES,  APHIL  50,  1822. 

Treasury  department,  27tk  April,  1822. 

Sin:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  12th  of  March  last,  1  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  s.ich  a  IJitional  evidence,  as 
is  in  the  possession  of  the  department,  tending  to 
shew  that  the  uncurrent  notes  received  from  the 
banks  of  Edwardsville,  Tombeckbe  and  Missouri, 
had  been  deposited  in  those  banks  before  the  date 
of  the  arrangements  by  which  they  became  respon. 
sible,  in  cash,  for  all  bank  notes  deposited  in  them 
by  the  receivers  of  public  money;  together  with 
all  the  additional  returns  and  correspondence,  re- 
quired by  the  resolution,  except  two  letters  from 
the  receiver  at  St.  Louis,  which,  are  of  a  confiden- 
tial nature. 

In  page  78  of  the  printed  documents,  appended 
to  the  report  from  this  department,  of  the  14th  of 
February,  will  be  found  the  terms  upon  which  the 
bank  of  Mi.ssouri  became  the  depository  of  tiie  pub- 
lic money.     The  bank,  most  clearly,  was  not,  by 
tjiat  arrangement,  responsible  for  the  solvency  of 
banks  whose  notes  might  be  deposited  in  it  to  the 
credit  of  the  treasurer.     This  arrangement  conti- 
nued until  the  9th  of  August,  1819,  when  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank,  by  letier,  accepted  the  arrange- 
ment proposed  in  my  letter  of  the  23d  June  of  the 
same  year.     But,  in  that  letter,  the  bank  expressly 
refuses  to  be  responsible  for  the  notes  of  any  bank, 
not  therein  enumerated,  [see  page  84  of  the  print- 
ed documents],  and  none  of  the  banks  whose  notes 
formed  a  part  of  the  uncurrent  money,  received 
from  the  bank  of  Missouri,  are  included  in  that  enu- 
meration. By  the  same  letter,  it  appears  tliat  sums, 
in  the  notes  of  those  banks,  to  a  larger  amount  than 
was  received  in  uncurrent  money  from  that  bank, 
were,  at  the  date  of  the  letter,  in  the  possession  of 
the  bank.  If  there  is  any  exception  to  this  declara- 
tion, it  is  in   relation  lo  the  state  bunk  of  North 
Carolina.     The  president,  in  that  letter,  proposes 
to   deposite  in  the  branch  bank  at  Fayettevil.'e^ 
g50,000  in  such  paper  of  that  state  and  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  was  authorized  to  be  re- 
ceived.    The  whole  sum  transferred  was  842,000. 
The  remainder  was  understood  to  have  been  notes 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  The  evidence  that 
the  whole  of  the  uncurrent  notes  received  from  the 
bank  of  Missouri  had  been  received  on  deposite 
by  it,  before  the  date  of  that  letter,  and,  conse- 
quently, before  the  commencement  of  the  second 
arrangement,  is  believed  to  be  entirely  satfisfactory. 
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Before  the  20th  of  August,  1820,  the  bank  of 
Tombeckbe  was  not  bound  to  transfer  the  public 
funds  deposited  in  it.  On  tliat  day  a  new  arrange- 
ment was  tendered  to  it,  and  a  permanent  deposite 
was  oiTered  as  an  inducemicnt  to  assume  tlsat  obliga- 
tion. [See  printed  documents,  pige  141-2.]  Onthe 
yih  of  Sept.  following,  tlie  proposition  was  accept- 
ed. r,y  a  reference  to  a  statement,  annexed  to  a 
letter  of  the  president  of  the  bank,  bearing  date 
the  loth  August,  1819,  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
liad  been  deposited  in  the  l)ank  the  sum  of  15.0GU 
cioiiars,  in  notes  oftiie  State  T?ank  of  North  Caro- 
lina. About  this  period  the  latter  bank  stopped 
I.uyment.  'I'he  omount  received  from  the  bank, 
in  the  uururrent  notes  of  the  State  Bank  of  North 
Carolina,  has  been  stated  at  ^15,311.  The  sum 
received  aftertlie  ilate  of  the  letter  was,  therefore, 
very  inconsiderable.  [See  page  l3o  of  the  printed 
documents.] 

13y  a  reference  to  the  printed  documents,  [page 
62,]  the  terms  on  which  the  public  money  was  ori- 
ginally deposited  in  the  bank  of  Edv/:.trdsville  will 
be  found.  The  obligation  to  transfer  the  public 
money  arid  compensallon  for  such  service,  by 
means  of  a  permanent  deposite,  are  not  among 
them;  nor  had  the  bank  the  right  of  selecting  the 
hanks,  the  notes  of  which  were  to  be  received  in 
deposite.  In  this  case,  as  in  the  first  arrangement 
with  the  bank  of  Tombecki>e,  the  money  depr.sited 
was  to  be  entered  to  tl^e  credit  of  the  treasurer  as 
cash.  This  term  was  used  in  opposition  to  the 
term  special   deposite,   and  was  not  intended   to 


of  §18,823.  The  sum  received  from  the  hank  iu 
uncurrunt  notes,  was  jJllS,  532.  In  my  letter  of  the 
2d  of  February,  1821,  to  the  president  of  the  bank 
ol'  Edwardsville,  authority  was  given  to  place  to 
the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  notes  of  the  banks  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  to  the  amount  of  120,000. 
The  evidence  in  the  possession  of  the  department, 
that  that  amount  had  been  received  on  accotint  of 
the  treasury,  before  the  failure  of  those  bank.s,  be- 
ing,at  that  time,  considered  satisfactory.  I  have  had 
no  reason  since  to  change  that  opinion.  The  evi- 
dence,  however,  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the 
house. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, VVM.  H.  CRAWFORLr. 

Hon.  riiilil)  P.  narbonr. 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  repveseiiiativcs. 


Public  Expenditures. 

Report  of  the  commiUee  of  public  expenditures. 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OE  UEPUESENTATITES,  APRIL  27,  1822. 

The  committee  state,  that,  very  soon  affer  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session,  it  was  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  taking  its  duties  into 
consideration:  that  it  was  not  a  little  puzzled  in 
coming  to  a  decision  upon  the  question,  of  what  are 
tlie  duties  of  the  committee.  Tlie  rule  of  the  house, 
to   be  sure,  presents  a  very  extended  field  for  in- 


quiry;  many  very  important  subjects  by   classes, 

are  embraced;   but  subsecjuent  rules,  provide  for 

the  appointment  of  six  standing  committees,  and 

subject  the  bank  to  the  payment  of  specie  for  notes  I  prescribes  to  tliem  duties,  severally,  which,  wheij 

which  were  'not  convertible  into  specie.     It  was  |  taken   collectively,  may,  perhaps,  occupy   every 


not  understood  by  either  of  the  parties,  that  the 
bank  was  responsible  for  the  credit  of  the  banks 
whose  notes  were  deposited  in  it.  The  letter  of 
the  president  of  the  bank,  of  the  18th  of  April, 
1S20.  (page  64,  of  the  printed  documents;)  and  the 
letter  of  the  same  officer,  of  the  7th  of  January, 
1820,  to  tlie  hon  Ninian  Edwards,  then  a  director 
of  the  bank,  by  whom  it  was  transmitted  to  this 
department,  and  herewith  communicated,  explain 
mcst  fully  the  understanding  of  the  directors  of  the 
Jjank,  that  no  such  responsibility  was  intended  to 
be  incurred  by  them. 

By  the  statements  of  the  bank,  herewith  commu- 
iiicated,  it  appears  that,  on  the  SOtli  of  November, 
1819,  there  were  on  deposite,  to  the  credit  of  the 
treasurer,  §45,475,04;  and  that  the  bank  had  then 
in  its  possession  §31,437,  in  the  notes  of  banks  re- 
ceivable It  the  land  ofHces.     There  is  no  evidence 
in  the  department    shewing  the  amount  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  notes  comprehended  in  that 
sum.     In  December,  of  the  same  year,  there  were 
deposited  by  the  receiver  at  Edwardsville  g6,063, 
in  Kentucky    notes,  and   g3,000  in  notes   of  the 
banks  of  Tennessee;  and,  in  .fanuary,  1820,  the  re 
ceiver  at  Kaskaskia  deposited  §6,250,  in  Kentucky 
r.otes,  and  §2,760  in  notes  of  the  banks  of  Tennes- 
see.— These  several  sums  amount  to  §17,073.     If 
the  same  proportion  of  the  notes  of  the  banks  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  were  comprehended  in 
the  sum  of  §31,437,  as  in  the  deposites  made  in 
the   months  of  Dec.   1819,  and  Jan.  1820,  there 
would  be  of  Kentucky  notes  §4,430,  and  of  Tenn. 
rotes  §2,200.     These  sums,  added  to  the  above 
sum   of  §17,073,  make  the  aggregate  amount   of 
§23,703.     But  it  has  been  ascertained  that,  in  the 
month  of  Dec.  1819,  the  bank  paid,  in  part  satisfac- 
tion of  a  treasury  draft  §4,88o,  in  Kentucky  notes. 
This  sum  being  deducted  from  the  amount  last  men- 
tioned, leaves,  of  uncurrent  money,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  bank,  on  the  3d  of  January  1820,  the  sum 


ground,  upon  which  this  committee  could  move. 
The  committee,  however,  determined  to  institute 
an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  laws,  by  which  the 
several  executive  departments  are  organized,  with 
the  view   of  ascertaining  whether  any  imperfec- 
tions existed.     To  this  end,  a  note  was  addressed 
to  the  several  heads  of  departments,  including  the 
general  post-office, requesting  from  each  an  expo- 
sition of  any  existing  imperfections,  tending  to  the 
increase  of  expenditures;  or  to  leave  the  officers 
in  a  less  degree  accountable  than   they  ought  to 
be.     To  this  request,  so  respectively  made,  no  an- 
swers were  received  which  are  worthy  of  being 
reported.     In  the  mean  time,  great  willingness 
had  been  displayed  by  individual  members,  to  en- 
gage in  the  examination  of  many  subjects,  which, 
perhaps,  might  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  powers 
of  this,  or  some  other  standing  committee.     This 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  members,  with  the  more 
exact  information  which  they  seemed  to  be  in  pos- 
session of,  rendered  it,  in  the  view  of  the  commit- 
tee, entirely  unnecessary  for  it  to  take  any  fur- 
ther steps.     The  committee  was,  therefore,  for  a  \ 
considerable    time,    entirejy    inactive,    believing 
nothing  would  be  necessary  to  be  reported  by  it, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  house;  and  it  was  the 
more  inclined  to  this  course,  because  it  is  believed 
that  very  few,  if  any  matters,  had  been  acted  upon 
heretofore,  by  the  committee  on  public  expendi- 
tures; but  some  recent  occurrences,  determined 
the  committee  to  enter  upon  the  examination  of 
some  matters,  which,  it  laelieves,  is  proper  to  be 
presented  to  the  house. 

The  committee  feel  it  to  be  in  some  degree  its 
duty  to  present  those  claims  to  congress  by  peti- 
tion; anil  a  great  consumption  of  time,  and  conse- 
quent expendituie  of  money,  has  resulted  from  the 
legislation,  and  the  attempts  to  legislate  upon  such 
matters;  the  rejection  of  a  claim  at  one  session, 
,is  no  bar  to  its  presentation  at  another;  60,  that  it 
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may  in  trulh  be  afllrmed,  that  legislative  inquiries i 
touching  such  matters  are  in'  erminable.    'I'lie  com- 
mittee cannot  but  consider  the  consiunption  of  time 
and  monej',  in  legislating-  upon  such  matters,  con- 
nected with  tlie  mutters  wliicli  it  has  stated,  as  a 
^erious  evil  in  our  polic}',  demanding  the  applica- 
tion of  a  proper  remedy  if  any  oii'.-  may  be  devised. 
The  greater  part  of  the  claims  wiucii  would  war- 
rant  legislitive  relief,  must  be  based  upon  laws 
previously   existing,   but  rejected  at  the  depart- 
iHents,  because  of  the  informality  of  documentary 
evidence,  or  the  los£  of  evidence,  or  the  informal 
mode  of  i)eri'orming   the  service,   or  upon  some 
expenditure  of  money,  loss  of  money,  or  perform- 
ance  of  service,  v;lach   would,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, place  the  nation  under  an  obligation 
to  compensate,  or  refund,  or  reUcve  under  well 
settled  piinciples  of  equity.     All  the  cases,  pro- 
perly faUing  within  eitiier  of  the  above,  as  two 
great  classes,  it  seems  to  the  committee  might  be 
referred  to  the  judiciary  department  of  the  govern- 
ment for  examination   and  decision   by  a  general 
law.     Without  intending  to  give  ollence  to  mem- 
bers of  congress  now  in  service,  or  those  which 
have    been  in  service,  or    may  hereafter   be    in 
service,  but  merely   to  speak  of  human  nature  as 
it  is  found  to  eiiist,  the  committee  feel  authorized 
to  say,  that  there  is  some  cause  to  fear  that  some 
members  may  have,  and  that  others  may  hereafter 
feel,  too  great  a  solicitude  to  favor  the  applications 
of  individuals,  making  a  merit  of  doing  injustice 
to  the  nation,  for  the   benefit  of  individuals,  and 
that  others  may  have,  or  hereafter  may  feel,  too 
strongly  inclined  to  reject  such  applications,  mak- 
ing a  merit  of  economy,  founded  upon  injustice; 
in  like  manner,  it  feels  authorized  to  say,  that  there 
is  some  cause  to  fear,  that  such  applications  have 
been,  and  may  hereafter  be  decided  upon,  without 
that  severe   scrutiny  which  alfairs  of  justice  re- 
quire.    The  judicial  mode  of  examination  and  de- 
cision, then,  in  the  view  of  the  committee,  pre- 
sents, upon  a  comparison  with  the  legislative,  these 
advantages.  1st.     A  great  saving  of  time,  conse- 
quently a  great  saving  of  money.     2dly.  A  conclu- 
sive determination  of  matters  which  may  be  urged 


performance  of  it  ought  to  be  committed  to  the 
military,  with  the  aid  of  such  mechanics  as  cannot 
be  found  among  the  soldiery,  under  the  superin- 
tendance  of  proper  officers  of  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers.    This  would  afford  employment  to  the  sol- 
diers, and  guard  them  ugainst  t!ie  evils  of  idleness; 
and  even  if  it  s'aould    be   thought  that  justice  re- 
((uired  that  some  compensation  sl)ould  be  made 
them  for  such  labor,  in  addition  to  their  monthly 
pay,  still  the  change  of  mode  might  be  productive^ 
of  a  considerable  pecuniary  saving.     In  this  m:;de, 
no  person  may  be  supposed  interested  in  using 
improper  materials,  or  in  performing  labor  in  a 
slovenly  or  unskilful  manner;    because   it  may  be 
conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  no  person 
any  advantage  from  such  improper  use,  or  i'rora 
such  improper  workmanship.     Again,  the  olBcers 
of  the  engineer  dejiartment.  It  is  fair  to  suppose, 
ought   to   superintend    the    construction    of  such 
v.'orks,   and   if  the   chancje  should  have  the  ellect 
of  requiring  their  attentirfin  more  strictly,  it  would 
thereby  be  productive  of  beneficird  results.     The 
committjse  believe  that  examples  of  higti  authority 
may  be  adduced  in  support  of  the  change  of  policy 
proposed.     It  was  the  policy  of  Rome,  as  the  com- 
mittee believe,  through  her  long  course  of  surce>?s. 
ful  warfare  with  the  various  nations  of  the  earth. 
The  committee  state  furtlier,  that,  not  long  sin^ e. 
certain  publications  were  inserted  in   some  of  the 
gazettes  of  the   country,  ciiai-ging  many  acts  of 
favoritism,  fraud,  and  defalcation  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the   fiscal   concerns  of  the  nation,  and  of 
the  misapplication   and  unauthorized  application 
of  public  money,  and  of  public  property.     The 
committee  would  never  believe  vague  declamatory 
charges  of  corruption,  or  of  tlie  wasting  of  puljlic 
money,  worthy  of  notice,  whether. made  in  news- 
papers or  elsewhere;   but  when  they  are  made  in 
a  precise,  definite,  and  tangible  form,  they  are  cal- 
culated to  disquiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
demand  from  their  representatives  a  proper  scru- 
tiny.    Such,  in  tlie  view  of  the  committee,  is  the 
character  of  the  puijlications    above  referred  to. 
The  committee,  then,  believing  they  deserved  ex- 
amination, determined  to  investigate  the  whole  of 


before  the  legislature  without  end,     3dly.  A  deci-    the  said  charges  thoroughly,  and  present  to  t: 


sion  by  men  not  so  directly  subjected  to  motives 
for  doing  injustice.  4thly.  A  decision  by  men,  ] 
whose  habits  and  prescribed  modes  of  examining 
questions  is  more  favorable  to  a  right  decision  of 
mere  questions  of  law  or  equity.  5thly.  The  with- 
drawal of  such  subjects  from  the  consideration  of 
congress,  would  enable  the  members  to  bestow 
more  time  upon  the  examination  of  those  matters, 
which  cannot  be  considered  and  decided  upon  by 
any  other  department  of  the  government. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  proper  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  subject  of  forts, 
and  other  permanent,  stationary  or  Hxed  defences 
of  the  military  kind.  Upon  these  subjects,  the 
committee  will  urge  nothing  with  any  high  degree 
of  confidence;  not  professing  to  be  learned  or 
skilful  in  relation  to  such  matters;  b'»t  some  con- 
siderations will,  with  diffidence,  be  suggested. 
The  mode  of  erecting  forts,  Stc.  by  contracts,  is 
liable  to  the  objection  that  the  undertakers  are 
ever  interested  in  performing  the  work  m  a  man- 
ner less  substantial  and  durable  than  their  con 
tracts  require;  and  this  may  be  effected,  in  some 
degree,  notwitiistanding  a  very  strict  scrutiny;  and 
it  is  liable  to  the  further  objection  of  being  ex- 
tremely expensive.  'I'he  committee  is  strongly 
inclined  to  believe,  that  this  mode  of  performing 
such  sernce  ought  to  be  abolished,  and  that  the 


house  a  full  view  of  the  evidence  to  l)e  procured 
from  the  several  branches  of  the  execu.tive  depart- 
ment of  the  government,  hoping  thereby  to  aid  in 
exculpating  innocence,  of  presenting  the  guiltv", 
if  any,  in  tlieir  proper  colors,  and   of  ascertaining 
the  d.'fects  in  the  system  of  laws  which  relate   to 
the  management  of  the  finances  of  the  country. 
The  inquiry  has  been  prosecuted  with  great  dili- 
gence, and  much  evidence,  arrl  nnich  evidence  ha>4 
been  obtained,  but  the  committee  now  helieve  it 
will  not  be  practical  to  present  to  the  house,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  a  full  and  digested  view 
of  the  various  charges  to  which  reference  has  been 
made.     The  committee,  will,  however,  in  general 
terms,  state,  that  many  of  the  charges  are  not  well 
founded;  that  some  of  the  accounts  mentioned  in 
the  gazettes  have  been  recently  closed;  and  that 
some  of  the  balances  stated  as  standing  against  in- 
dividuals will  be  found,  upon  a  final   settlement, 
to  be  much   below  the  sums  now  appearing.     On 
the  other  hand,  the  committee  feel  compelled  to 
say  that  there  has  been  in  some  of  the  cases,  a  de- 
gree of  negligence  on  tiie  part  of  the  ofT^cers,  en- 
gaged in  the  settlement  and  collection   of  public 
moneys,  for  which  no  good  reason  can  he  assigned, 
and  that  considerable  losses  will  result  tlierefron». 
The  committee  has  thought  that  the  several  sub- 
jects above  mentioned,   were    worthy  of  beiii'; 
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brought  distinctly  to  the  const  eration  of  the  house,  | 
end,  with  this  view,  the  following  resolutions  arc 
submitted: — 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judidary  do  ■'."1""'* 
into  the  cxnedienty  of  preseiiUing.  by  law,  a  mode,  by  which  all 
person!  hav'inc  claims  against  the  United  Stite-i,  on  account  of 
inoney  or  property,  may  have  the  same  brought  belore,  examined, 
and  decided  upon  in  the  judicial  way.  em'jracinR  thertin  all  ca8P», 
where,  upon  a  like  stale  of  tacts,  between  n.div.dnal  aim  iiiaivi- 
dual.an  action  at  liwor  bill  in  eqviity  would  be  snstainecl. 

2.  Resdveil,  That,  the  committee  on  milit;iry  attairs  do  inquire 
ir.to  the  expediency  o(  rep-aling  all  I.ws.  authonzi.ig  theuuild- 
introf  forts,  and  erecting  cerlaia  other  military  defences,  by  con- 
tracts made  with  persons  net  of  the  army;  and  ot  vroyidiiig,  m 
lieu  thereof,  the  n.ost  advantageous  mode  ot  h.«v,„|<  such  seivice. 
performed  by  tlie  labor  of  the  regnlar  soldiers,  aided  by^proper 

■  Jnechanics,  uruler  the  superinteiidance  of  the  proper  officers  ot 
the  army.  _  .  ,    .        . 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  do  infjnire 
into  the  expediency  of  chan-ins  the  existing  law,  in  rilation  to 
the  time  of  reporting  balances  to  congress,  ai  being  due  from  in- 
<*ividua:s  to  the  United  States,  so  as  to  require  such  report,  within 
one  vear  after  the  account  ought,  by  Uw,  to  be  closed.  And 
that  the  said  committee  da  also  inquire  into  the  expediency  ol 
inescrihine,  by  law,  a  more  etfectual  mole  of  taking  sureties 
from  the  oflicers. concerned  in  tlie  CDllectian  and  disbursement  ut 
iiublic  moneys,  embracing  a  mode  of  rf-newing  t!ie  obligatioiis  o; 
such  officers  perindically.  And  that  the  said  cdimittee  do  .also 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pvovidina:,  hy  law,  Cur  the  iorteit- 
nres  of  offices,  in  rel.ui.jn  to  the  ccdiection  of  llieir  revenue,  and 
the  disbursement  thereof,  on  account  of  certain  syecilied  oioisiious 
amJ  lual-jiractices. 

United  States  and  Spaia. 

JtTessir'efrom  the  [trecideni  of  the  Untied  Elates  lo  the 
hoiise  of  repfesen: atlves .  i 

I  trar,s:Tiit  to  congrtss  tiaiishiions  of  two  letters  ] 
from  Don  Joaquin  u'Anduag  i  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  wliich  li.ive  been  rf  ceivetl  at  the  departmeiU 
of  state,  since  my  last  message,  coinrnuiiica'.intr  co- 
pies of  hib  correspondence  with  this  government. 
^  .TA.MES  MONROE. 

Wmldngton,  6:h  May,  IS;:^. 

[thasslatiox.] 
Don  Jjaquiii  d\indu(iga  to  the  necreCarr/  of  stale. 
riiiLAiii;LfniA,  24'li  Arnii,  1822. 
Sih:  As  soon  as  the  news  was  received  in  Ma- 
drid of  the  recent  occurrences  in  New  Spain,  after 
liie  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz  of  the  captain  general,  and 
si!prcn.e  political  chief  appointed  f  jr  those  pro- 
vinces, Don  Juan  O'Donoju,  and  some  papers  were 
6een  relative  to  those  same  transactions,  it  was  fear- 
ed that,  for  forming'  the  treaty  concluded  in  Cordo- 
va, on  the  24th  of  Atigust  last,  between  liie  said 
general  and  the  traitor  colonel  Don  Aiigustiiie  Ilur- 
hidc,  it  h.ad  been  fJsely  su[^posed,  that  the  former 
liad  power  from  his  Catholic  majesty  for  that  act; 
:ind  in  a  little  time  t.ic  correctness  cf  those  suspi- 
cions  was  found,  as,  an.ong  otlier  things,  the  said 
O'Donoju,  when  on  the  26th  of  the  same  August,  he 
sent  this  treaty  to  the  governor  of  Vera  Cruz,  noti- 
fying him  of  its  prompt  and  punctual  observance, 
he  told  him,  that,  at  his  sailing  from  the  peninsula, 
preparation  for  the  independence  of  Mexico  was 
Silready  thought  of,  and  that  its  bases  were  approv- 
ed  of  by  the  government,  and  by  a  commisiiion  of 
the  cortes.  His  majesty,  on  sight  of  this,  and  of 
the  fatal  impression  which  so  great  an  imposture 
bad  produced  in  some  idtramarine  provinces,  and 
v/hat  must  without  difficulty  be  the  consequence 
among  the  rest,  thought  proper  to  order  that,  by 
means  of  a  circular  to  all  tiie  chiefs  and  corpora- 
tions  beyond  seas,  this  atrocious  fnlsehood  should 
be  disbelieved;  and  now  he  has  deigned  to  command 
me  to  make  it  known  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  that  it  is  f.ilse,  as  far  as  general  O'Do- 
noju published  beyond  his  instructions,  by  pointing 
out  to  it  that  he  never  could  have  been  furnished 
with  other  instructions  than  those  conforrriible  to 
constitutional  principles. 


In  compliance  with  this  order  of  liis  m  jcsty,  I 
can  do  no  less  than  observe  to  you,  sir,  how  un- 
founded one  of  the  reasons  is  in  your  note  of  the  6ih 
instant,  fur  th»  recognition  by  this  government  of 
those  of  the  insurgent  provinces  of  Spanish  Ameri- 
ca, that  it  was  founded  on  the  treaty  made  by  O'Do- 
noju with  Iturbide;  since,  not  having  had  that  power 
nor  instruction  to  conclude  it,  it  is  clearly  null  and 
of  no  value. 

I  repeat  to  you,  sir,  tl>e  sentiments  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration,  and  pray  God  that  you  may 
live  many  years.  JOAQUIN  D'ANDUAGA. 

[translation.] 
Bon  Joaquin  d\iiluagii  to  the  secretary  of  stat&. 
Philadelphia,  26th  april,  1822. 
Sir:  I  have  receiveil  your  note  of  the  15th  iu' 
stant,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  communicate  to 
me  the  reasons  which  induce  the  president  not 
only  to  refuse  to  his  Catholic  majesty  the  satisfac- 
tion which  he  demanded,  in  his  royal  name,  for  the 
insults  oifered  by  general  Jackson  to  the  Spanish 
commissaries  and  othcers;  but  to  approve  fully  of 
ihe  said  chief's  conduct. 

Before  answering  the  conteints  of  the  said  note, 
!  thought  it  my  duty  to  request  instructions  from 
my  government;  and,  therefore,  without  delay,  I 
have  laid  it  before  them.  Until  they  arrive,  there- 
fore, I  have  confined  myself  to  two  observations: 
Isl.  U,  in  my  note  of  the  18th  of  November  Ltst,  I 
said,  that,  us  general  Jackson  had  not  specified  the 
actions  wiiich  had  induced  him  to  declare  the  Spa- 
nish officers  cs|)elled  from  the  Floridas  criminal, 
n(jr  given  proof  of  them,  1  thouglit  myself  autho- 
rized to  declare  the  accusation  false~l  did  nottliis 
tlirough  in.idvertency,  but  tipon  the  evident  princi- 
ple that  every  jierson  accused  has  a  light  to  de- 
clare an  accusation  destitute  of  proof  false,  and 
niucii  more  an  accusation  not  pretended  to  be  prov- 
ed.  This  assertion  of  mine  does  not  preiume  tliat 
lam  not  persuaded  of  the  meritof  the  suid  general, 
and  ol  the  claim  which  he  has  upon  the  gr-.ditude  of 
his  country;  but  although  it  is  believed  the  duty  of 
his  country  to  eulogize  and  reward  his  eminent  ser- 
vices, yet  it  will  be  lawful  for  the  representative 
of  a  power  outraged  by  him,  to  complain  of  his 
conduct.  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that,  to  ag- 
gravate my  said  expression,  you  could  have  thought , 
that  I  had  been  wanting  in  due  respect,  it  not 
being  possible  for  that  opinion  to  have  entered 
your  mind,  when,  by  his  orders,  Mr.  Forsyth  had 
sent  to  the  Spanish  minister,  on  the  l.st  of  Septem= 
ber  last,  a  note,  in  which,  complaining  of  the  cap- 
tain gener.d  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  he  accuses  him 
of  dishonorable  pecuniary  motives,  in  not  having  de- 
livered the  archives,  without  giving  any  proof  of  so 
injurious  an  assertion;  and  I  mirst  remark,  that  the 
rank  of  general  Mahy  in  Spain,  is  at  least  as  elevat- 
ed as  that  of  general  Jackson  in  the  United  States, 
and  that  the  services  performed  by  him  to  his  coun- 
try have  rendered  him  as  worthy  as  he  is  of  its  con- 
sideration anti  respect. 

2.  Although  you  are  pleased  to  tell  me  that  part 
of  the  papers  taken  f.-om  col.  Coppinger  are  ready 
to  be  delivered,  which  the  American  commission- 
ers, cfter  having  examined  them,  have  adjudged  to 
be  returned  to  Spain,  I  do  not  think  myself  autho- 
rized  to  admit  their  return  in  this  manner,  but  in 
the  mode  which  I  demanded  iii  my  note  of  the  22d 
of  Novem!)pr  last. 

As  I  have  seen  by  the  public  papers  that  the 
president  has  communicated  to  congress  the  note, 
which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  me,  dated  the 
15th  inst.  and  that  it  has  been  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  you  wi). 
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have  tlie  jjoodness  to  use  your  influence  that  this 
my  ar;3sver  may  be  treated  in  the  same  manner,  that 
congress  and  the  public  may  be  intbrrrLed  that  if  I 
have  not  answered  the  first  part  of  it,  as  respects 
the  general  business,  it  is  only  to  wait  for  the  in- 
stryctions  of  my  government,  but  that  I  have  un- 
s\vere<'  what  w^us  personah 

1  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  sentiments  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

JOAQUIN  D'ANDUAGA. 

John  Qiiinci/  Adams,  secrelary  oj  stale. 


General  Post-Office. 

ITS  THE  HOUSE  OF  IlEPHESENTATITtS — AFHIL  29. 

Mr.  Sanders,  from  the  select  commitlee  appoint- 
ed to  investigate  the  post  office  department,  made 
the  following  report  thereon.- 
The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
investigation  of  the  afiairs  of  the  post  oHice  de- 
partment, liave  had,  according  to  order,  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report: — 
That,  as  the  attention  of  tlie  committee  was  di- 
rected to  no  specific  object,  but  lo  the  fiscal  affairs 
of  the  post  office  department  generally,  they  have 
endeavaied  to  give  to  their  examination  such  a  di- 
rection as  they  considered  most  likely  to  elicit  any 
improper  transactions  in  the  department,  if  :iny 
such  e.\isted,  and  at  the  same  time  to  exhibit  its 
concerns  in  such  a  point  of  view  as  would  best  ena- 
ble the  house  to  j  udge  of  its  management  and  con- 
dition. 

The  investigation,  however,  v^hich  the  commit- 
tee l',>ve  been  enabled  to  make,  has  been  of  too 
partial  a  character  to  prove  satisfactory  even  to 
then. selves.  The  lateness  of  the  period  at  which 
it  was  commenced,  the  prehminary  calls  which  they 
fcLind  it  necessary  to  make,  added  to  their  other 
duties  in  the  house,  forbid  their  going  into  that 
extensive  inquiry  into  the  difrerent  contracts,  re 
ceipls,  viid  expenditures  of  the  department,  vvlilch 
would  have  required  their  exclusive  attention  for 
weeks,  but  from  which  alone,  a  full,  fair,  and  cor- 
rect report  of  its  various  transactions  can  ever  be 
made.  Partial  abuses  may  be  examined  and  ex- 
pnsed,  and  thus  lead  to  the  correction  of  otliers  of 
more  consequence,  thougli  more  dillicult  to  di.sco- 
ver,  TiiC  points  of  inquiry  to  which  the  attention 
of  n'  commitlee  has  been  especially  directed,  and 
tl.e  facts  which  they  have  been  enabled  lo  collect, 
miy  not  prove  without  their  use.  These  points 
are  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  Whether  du[)hcales  of  all  contracts  and  pro- 
posals made  and  entered  into  with  the  department, 
have  been  lodged  with  the  comptroller  of  the  trea- 
sury? 

2.  Whetiier,  in  any  instance,  contracts  have  been 
improperly  given  to  one  person,  in  preference  to 
another.' 

3.  Whether  the  public  money  has  been  impro- 
perly advanced  lo  contractors,  or  other  persdus  in 
the  service  of  the  department,  in  anticipation  of 
their  services.' 

4.  Whether  certain  deputy  postmasters  have 
made  due  returns  of  the  expenses  incident  to  their 
office,  and  whether  they  have  not  been  allowed  for 
extravagant  expenditures? 

Whetiier  the  postmaster  general  has  taken  time- 
ly stepsfor  the  recovery  of  the  different  sums  due 
the  department  from  deputy  postmasters? 

I.  With  respect  to  the  first  point  of  inquiry,  the 
committee  called  on  llie  comptroller  of  the  treasu- 
ry, to  be  furnished  with  the  duplicates  of  certain 
contracts  and  tlie  proposals,  for  the  purpose  sf  ex- 


amining the  .same,  which  they  were  unable  to  ob. 
tain.  Tliey  then  addressed  a  letter  to  the  comp- 
troller of  the  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  know- 
ing on  what  principle  the  accoums  of  the  postmas- 
ter general  were  audited  and  .settled.  In  reply, 
they  learut  that,  from  the  practical  construction 
given  lo  the  act  for  regulating  the  post-office  esta. 
blishmcnt,  the  receipts,  and  not  the  contracts, 
were  taken  as  the  criterion  ef  settlement,  and  the 
post-office  accounts  audited  accordingly,  h  tl)e 
duplicates  of  contracts  and  the  proposals,  were 
merely  to  be  deposited  for  safe  keeping  with  the 
comptroller,  and  not  as  vouchers  to  direct  him  in 
pissing  upon  the  dilferent  payments  madu  by  llife 
postmaster-general,  it  could  be  a  matter  of  hut 
little  consequence  whether  the  requisites  of  the 
law,  in  this  particular,  were  complied  with  or  not. 
The  committee  now  leiirn  that  a  difftrent  mode  of 
settlement  is  determined  on;  and  though  it  may  be 
attended  with  some  diHicuhy  and  delay,  it  certainly 
will  produce  more  correctness  and  responsibility, 

II.  On  the  second  point  of  inquiry,  the  commit- 
tee  learnt,  from  rumor,  that  contracts  had  been 
imp.-operly  obtained  from  the  department,  and  af- 
terwards sold  out  to  considerable  profit.  Dut,  from 
a  careful  exumiiuation  c.f  ihe  books  in  wlwch  are 
entered  the  diiferent  proposals,  tliough  they  fintl 
iriany  instances  m  which  t!ie  contract  was  not  given 
to  the  lowest  bidder,  siili  they  have  not  been  ona. 
bled  to  discover  any  one  which  pa-rticular  circum- 
stariCes  might  not  have  justified. 

III.  On  the  third  point  of  inquiry,  as  to  moiicys 
advanced  conlractois,  and  other  persons  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  department,  in  anticipation  of  tiiei? 
services,  the  committee  find  that,  on  ihe  Ibt  day 
of  January  last,  there  were  on  the  post-office  booki, 
unliquidated  accounts  for  moneys  and  debts  thus 
advanced,  t!ie  amount  of  S5-1.,S.51  00 

That  since  that  time,  there  has  been 
repaid  by  services  rendered  17,233  75 

That,  of  this  sum,t!!ere  was  advanced 
by  the  late  postmaster-general  13,707  49 

That  most  of  these  advances  may  have  been  pro- 
perly made  in  aid  of  post  office  contracts,  tliougU 
in  some  instances  no  such  reason  could  have  exist- 
ed. That,  of  this  amount,  there  will  probably  be 
lost  something  short  of  ^10,000. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  the  attention  of 
the  committee  has  been  directed  to  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  n.ail  between  Philadelphia  and  New- 
York,  and  the  employment  of  Chester  liailey  as 
agent  and  contractor  with  lite  department.  'I'hey 
find  so  early  as  1811,  the  mail  between  those  citie,-? 
was  carried  under  the  imitif  diate  control  of  the 
department,  under  the  supcrintendance  of  Chester 
Bailey,  as  agi  nt,  and  with  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  purchased  for  that  purpose.  That, 
for  the  year  1814,  as  will  appear  from  the  annexed 
account  of  Chester  Bailey,  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting the  mail  between  Philadelphia  and  Jersey 
City,  to  have  been  §9,154  20.  That  the  postmaster 
general  then  contracted  with  Chester  Bailey,  for. 
the  transportation  of  the  mail,  on  the  same  route, 
at  6,500  dollars,  giving  him  the  use  of  the 
United  States'  propi-rty.  That  this  arrangement 
continued  until  1818,  when  Chester  Bailey  agreed 
to  take,  at  v.iluation,  the  United  States'  propertv, 
and  continue  the  carriage  of  the  mail  at  the  same 
price.  That  the  property  wag  valued  to  him,  by 
two  contractors,  at  g2,885,  much  le.M  than  the  cost, 
or  what  must  have  been  its  real  value.  That  since 
that  time,  the  mail  has  been  carried,  by  contract, 
at  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 
It  further  appears,  that  there  ha-  been  p<id  Xo 
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Cliester  Bailey,  fr>r  various  services  as  agent  of 
the  department,  ^1,042  53.  T!«at  lie  receives  an 
annual  salary  of  g800  as  afrent,  besides  his  travel- 
lings expenses,  wlien  called  on  by  the  department, 
in  discharge  of  such  duties  as  may  be  required  of 
him.  Whatever  necessity  may  have  existed  for 
his  employment,  whilst  the  mail  between  I'liiladel- 
phia  and  New-York  was  carried  at  the  expense  of 
the  department,  tlie  committee  can  perceive  no 
^uch  necessity  to  exist  at  present. 

The  act  regulating  the  post-olfice  establishment 
declares  liiat,  in  no  instance,  shall  deputy  post- 
masters receive  a  laig-er  compensation  tlian  two 
thousand  dollars,  after  dediicting  the  expenditures 
incident  ts  their  office.  It  further  provides,  that 
every  deputy  postmaster,  whose  receipts  shall 
amount  to  1,000  dollars,  shall  make  an  annual  return 
of  the  expenses  incident  to  his  office.  The  act  does 
not,  in  express  terms,  give  to  the  ]>osttnaster  gene- 
ral a  control  over  their  expenses,  many  of  w  hich 
appear  highly  extravagant,  and  ought  to  be  cur- 
tailed. From  the  annexed  returns,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  commissions  of  forty-one  deputy  postmas- 
ters, and  the  contingent  expenses  allowed  for  their 
offices,  amount  to  gll2,066  75 

To  wiiich  sliDuld  be  added  the  extra 
compensation  of  the  deputy  postmas- 
ter ill  Washington,  one  of  the  number,       1,000  QO 


Making  5^113,066  75 
The  last  object  of  inquiry  with  the  committee, 
was  for  the  purpose  of  knowing  whether  the  jiost- 
master-general  had  directed  suits  in  all  cases  of 
failure,  on  the  part  of  deputy  postmasters,  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  law,  and  if  not,  whether 
he  had  charged  himself  with  the  amount  of  their 
accounts,  for  faiHrg  to  do  so.  This  was  a  fact  diffi- 
cult to  ascertain,  as  well  from  thtj  multi])licity  of 
deputy  postmasters,  tbe  number  against  whom 
suits  had  been  brought,  and  the  particular  time  of 
instituting  the  same.  Tiie  committee  find,  from  the 
balances  as  stated  on  the  books  of  the  post-ofKce 
department,  tlure  appears  due  to  the  general  post 
office,  up  to  the  1st  day  of  Jan.  last,  g424,462  24^ 

That  of  this  sum  there  was  due 
from  deputy  postmasters  in  oHice.and 
who  had  gi'me  out  of  office  370,103  24^ 

That  of  this  sum  there  was  insult, 
as  near  as  could  be  ascertained  100,000  00 

But  whether  these  suits  were  instituted  in  the 
time  prescribed  by  law,  the  committee  have  not 
been  enabled  to  ascertain. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  will  submit  a  brief 
coinparntive  view  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  department,  betv/een  a  former  and  the  last 
year. 
The  receipts  of  the  post-office  depart- 

ment  for  the  year  1816,  were  ^9£1,783  00 

Tor   transportation   of    the 

mail  g521,9r0  00 

Compensation  and  inciden- 
tal expenses  282,452  00 

804,422  00 


On  thu  olst  of  December  last,  there  weresix 
hundred  and  ninety  three  contracts  for  the  carriage 
of  the  mail,  on  one  thousand  and  forty  eight  post 
routes.  But  whether  these  increased  objects  of 
expenditure,  or  the  want  of  a  proper  management 
in  the  post-office  concerns,  has  prowuced  this  large 
difference,  the  committee  will  not  undertake  to 
decide. 

As  the  investigation  of  the  committee  has  result- 
ed in  what  may  require  legislative  enactments,  and: 
as  they  have  no  power  to  report  by  bill,  they  sub- 
mit the  following  resolution: 

JiesolvL'il,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  ylTairs  of  the  post-office  department, 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
tite  subject. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

HOUSE  OF  IlEPnESK.NTATIVES,  MAT  1. 

Mr.  /'.  Juhnson,  from  the  committee  on  the  post 
office  and  post  roads,  presented  the  following  com- 
munication  from  the  postmaster  general;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

General  post-office,  Jlpnl  26, 1822. 
Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a 
statement,  exhibiting  the  actual  condition  of  the 
general    post-office   department,    conformable   to 
your  request. 

Very  respectfully,  your  mcst  obedient  servant, 

11.  J.  MEIGS,  Jr. 
Ilonc  FiiANcis  Johnson, 

Chairman  of  the  committee  of 
post-office  and  post  roads. 

Statement  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  posi-offix^  -de^ 

paitment. 
.Amount  of  postages  collected  from 

the  establishmtntof  the  post-office, 

viz.  from  the  year  179Z  to  April  1, 

1814,  inclusive  Sr,'890,531  00 

Amount  of  postages  collecfed  under 

the  administration  of  R.  J.  Meigs, 

viz.  from  April  1,  1814,  to  January 

1,  1322,  8,033,829  00' 

Difference         S193,298  00 

Amount  of  outstanding  debit  balan- 
ces, or  debts  due  the  department, 
April  1,  1814  S245.958  00 

Amount  of  do.  do.  do.  do.  Jan.  1,  1822,  424,462  00 


Balance  in  favor  of  tlje  department     !^157,360  00 

Thereceiptsfor  the  year  1821,  were  1,029,102  00 
For  transportation  of  tlie 

mail  g,S14,998  06 

Compensation  and  ir>ci- 

dental  expenses  365,003  00 

.-1,180,061  00 


Against  the  department         gl50,959  OG 


Leaving,  for  increase  of  do.  do.  from 

April  1, 1814,  to  .Tan.  1,  1822,  §177,494  00 

Average  amount  of  postage  now  col- 
lected in  one  quarter  of  a  year  270,000  00 

Excess  of  one  quarter's  postage  over 
amomt  of  debts,  accruing  from 
April  1, 1814,  to  Jan.  1, 1822  92,507  00 

From  the  data  above  it  appears,  that  the  increase 
of  debit  balances,  or  amount  of  debts  accruing  un- 
der the  administration  of  R.  J.  Meigs,  jr.  is  177,494 
dollars,  which  is  but  a  small  fraction  over  2  per 
cent,  on  ti>e  amount  of  postage  during  the  same 
period.*  Of  this  sum,  viz.  gl77.494, a  partis  due 
by  late  postmasters  whose  accounts  are  now  in  suit 
— a  part  by  late  postmasters,  whose  accounts  have 
been  stated  and  S'mU  out  for  collection— and  a 
larger  proportion  by  postmasters  now  in  office, 
who  are  daily  making  payments  by  deposites  in 

*  >  his  remark  applies  as  well  to  the  general  ba- 
lance, 55424,462  as  U)  tlie  increase  of  ditto. 


NILES'  REGISTER-MAY  18,  1822— CARVER'S  GRANT. 


ni 


bank,  by  remittances,  and  on  drafts  issued  by  the 
department. 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  postages 
.collected  under  II.  J.  Meigs,  jr.  t:\ceeds  the  total 
amount  collected  previous  to  his  administration,  in 
the  sum  of  §193,298;  and  that  the  total  amount  of 
debit  balances  accruing  under  his  administration  is 
less  than  t!ie  amount  of  one  quarter's  postujje,  in 
the  sum  of  ^92,oU7. 

The  amount  oi  losses  cannot  be  accurately  stat- 
ed, but  IS  ascertained  to  be  vtry  small,  and  is  be- 
lieved to  be  less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  of  postage. 

The  increase  of  post-offices,  since  April  1, 1814, 
is  about  two  thousand. 

The  amount  now  in  suit  is  stated  at  about 
glUD.OOO. 

Amount  paid  by  R.  J.  Meigs,  jr.  into  the  treasury 
of  the  Unitea  States,  g385,«7a  i!l. 

The  yearlv  amount  now  paid  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  is  S8I4,998  06. 

The  total  amount  of  advances,  or  balances  due 
by  contractors,  whose  conii-acts  have  expired,  from 
April  1.  1814,  to  January  1,  1822,  is  g4,(JU9  95, 
which  is  less  than  one  twelfth  part  of  one  percent, 
on  the  amount  paid  for  mail  transportation.  No 
loss  is  ascertained  to  have  arisen  from  these  ad- 
vances. 


Carver's  pretended  Grant. 

Message  troui  the  president  ot  the  United  States, 
upon  the  subject  of  Jonathan  Carver's  claim  to  a 
ttact  oi  land  withm  the  United  States,  near  the 
Falls  ot'  St.  Anthony: 

Tij  the  /lOJise  of  represeiitath<es: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of 
r-epres-entatives  of  the  29lh  of  January  last,  re- 
questing the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  communicated  to  that  house,  certain 
information  relative  to  the  c!;'.im  made  by  Jonathan 
Carver  to  certain  lands  within  uie  United  Statos, 
near  the  falls  of  St.  Antliony,  1  now  transmit  a  re- 
port from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  which, 
with  the  accompaiivnig  documents,  cotitain  all  tlie 
information  on  this  .-subject,  in  the  possession  of 
the  executive. 

JAMES  MONK  OR. 

'.Vashinston,  April  23,  1822. 

Treasury  depurtmcnt,  22(1  April  1822. 

Sin:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  ot  the  house.of 
representatives  of  th.e  29ih  of  January  last,  wliich 
has  been  referred  to  tiiis  depiirtment,  I  have  tiie 
honor  to  transmit  tiie  enclosed  report  of  the  com- 
missioner of  the  general  land  office,  with  the  co|)y 
ef  a  letter  from  colonel  H.  Leavenworth  to  the 
said  commissioner,  which  contain  all  the  informu- 
tJon  in  the  possassion  of  this  department,  relative 
to  the  claim  of  Jonathan  Carver  to  certain  lands 
within  the  United  States,  near  the  Falls  of  St.  An- 
thony. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  ^.c. 

WM.  II.  CRAWFOUD. 

The  president  of  the  United  Sliite::. 

General  larid  r.Jfce,  Feb.  Bth,  1822. 
Sm:  In  obedience  to  the  resolve  of  Uie  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States,  of  .January 
29,  1822,  «'that  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to 
this  house  such  information  as  may  be  obtained 
from  awy  report  of  the  commissioner  of  the  gene- 
ral land  office,  heretofore  made  on  the  subject,  «r 


from  othtr  documenis  in  any  of  tlie  publi..  offices, 
relative  to  the  claim  made  by  Jonathan  Carver,  to 
certain  lands  within  the  United  States,  i>ear  the 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,"  which  is  this  day  referred  to 
me,  I  have  the  honor  to  slate — 

That  during  the  winter  of  17f)6,  1767,  Jonathan 
Carver  resided  at  or  near  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony, 
on  the  river  Mississippi,  being  the  only  while  per- 
son there,  and  asserted  that  the  Zsaudowessie  In- 
dians gave  him  about  100  miles  of  square  land,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  betv/een  the  Falls 
of  St.  Anthony  and  lake  Pepin. 

Uy  proclamalixin  ot  tlie  king  of  Great  nfitain, 
dated  Ociober7,  1763,  the  purcliase  of  lands  from 
the  Indians  is  prohibited,  in  the  following  terms, 
VIZ.  «'VVe  do  strictly  enjoin  and  require,  that  no 
piivale  person  do  presume  to  make  any  purchase 
from  the  said  Indians,  of  any  lands  reserved  to  the 
s."jd  Indians,  within  those  parts  of  our  colonies 
where  we  have  thouglit  proper  to  allow  settle- 
ments; but  that  if,  at  any  time,  any  of  the  said  In- 
dians  should  be  inclined  to  dispose  of  the  said 
lands,  the  same  shall  be  purchased  only  for  us,  in 
our  nanu-,  at  some  public  meeting  or  assembly  of 
the  said  Indians,  to  be  held  for  that  purpose,  by  the 
governor  or  commander  m  cliief  of  our  colony, 
respectively,  within  which  they  shall  lie." 

Captain  .Joiiathan  Carver  had  been  an  officer  in 
the  I5ritish  service,  in  the  war,  which  terminated 
by  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris,  February  10th, 
1763;  his  pretended  purchase  was  therefore  in  di- 
rect violation  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  his 
own  government,  and  in  any  court  under  that  go- 
vernment would  have  been  judged  null  and  void. 

The  same  correct  policy,  which  diclated  the 
proclamation  of  October  7Ui,  1763,  has  been  invaria- 
bly adhered  to  by  the  United  States,  .and  was  ably 
supported  by  their  ministers,  during-  tiie  negocia- 
tion  at  Ghent,  in  1814;  particularly  in  the  note  of 
September  26,  addressed  to  the  Dritish  commis- 
sioners. 

I  beg  leave  to  transmit,  as  a  part  of  this  report,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  col.  Henry  Leavenworth,  of 
tiie  army  of  the  United  States,  containing  informa- 
tion on  this  subject,  v.'hich,  it  is  i  resumed,  will 
be  deemed  valuable. 

Frequent  applications  have  been  made  to  this 
oflice,  by  genllcmen  from  various  parts  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  requesting  an  opinion  on  tljc  validity  of 
Carver's   claim,  to  all  of  wh.ich,  the  answer  hag 
been,  that  the  claim  is  unfounded  antl  of  no  validity. 
All  of  wliich  is  res[)eclfully  submitted. 

I  am  &c.  &c.  JOSIAIi  ilEIGS. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Sin:  Agi;eeahly  to  y<5ur  request,  I  have  the  ho- 
nor to  inform  you,  what  I  have  unu,erst(Jod  from  tiie 
Indians  of  the  Sioux  nation,  as  well  as  some  facts 
within  my  own  knowledge,  as  to  what  is  common- 
ly termed,  "Carver's  grant." 

The  grant  purports  to  be  jpade  by  chiefs  of  the 
Sioux  of  the  J'lnui,-  and  one  of  the  chiefs  i:;-,es  the 
sign  of  a  serpent,  and  the  other  a  turtle,  purport- 
ing that  their  names  are  derived  from  those  ani- 
mals. 

The  Innd  lies  on  the  eci^i  side  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  Indians  do  not  recognize  or  acknowledge  the 
grant  to  be  valid,  and  they  (among  others)  assign 
the  following  reasons: 

Ist  The  Sioux  of  the  Plain  never  owned  a  foo' 
of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi;  the 
Sioux  nation  is  divided  into  two  grand  divisions, 
viz-  the  Sioux  of  the  Lake,  or  perh.aps  more  lite- 
rally Sdoux   of  the  Rivf-r,  ftod  Sioux  of  the  Vl-x-.n. 


192 


NILES'  REGISTER    MAY  18,  18f2  -CT^RONICLE. 


The  former  subsists  by  liuntini^  and  fishing,  and 
usually  move  from  place  to  place  by  water,  in 
canoes,  during  the  summer  season,  and  travel  on 
the  ice  in  the  winter,  when  not  on  their  hunting 
excursions. 

The  latter  subsist  entirely  by  hunting,  and  have 
no  canoes,  nor  do  they  know  but  little  about  the 
use  of  them.  They  reside  in  the  large  prairies 
■aest  of  the  Mississippi,  and  follow  the  buffaloe, 
upon  which  they  entirely  subsist;  those  are  called 
Sioux  of  the  Plain,  and  never  owned  land  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Jlfssissippr. 

2d.  The  Indians  say  they  have  no  knowledge  of 
any  such  chiefs,  astkose  who  hare  signed  the  grant 
to  Carver,  either  amongst  the  Sioux  of  the  River,  or 
among  the  Sioux  of  the  Plain.  They  say  that  if 
captain  Carver  ever  did  obtain  a  deed  or  grant,  it 
was  signed  by  some  foolish  young  men  who  were 
not  chiefs,  and  who  were  not  authorized  to  make 
the  grant.  Among  the  Sioux  of  the  lliver  there 
are  no  such  names. 

3d.  They  say  that  the  Indians  "never  received 
any  thing  for  the  land,"  and  they  have  no  intention 
to  part  with  it  without  a  consideration. 

From  my  knowledge  of  the  Indians,  I  am  induced 
to  think  that  they  would  not  make  so  considera- 
ble a  grant,  and  have  it  go  into  fall  effect,  without 
iKceiving  a  substantial  consideration. 

4th.  They  have,  and  ever  had,  the  possession  of 
the  land,  and  intend  to  keep  it.  I  know  that  they 
are  very  particular  in  making  ever}'  person  who 
wishes  to  cut  timbv:;r  ontliat  tract,  obtain  their  ptr- 
mission  to  do  so,  and  to  obtain  payment  for  it.  In 
the  month  of  May  last,  some  Frenchmen  brought 
a  large  raft  of  red  cedar  timber  out  of  the  Chip- 
pawa  river,  which  timber  was  cut  on  the  tract 
before  mentioned;  the  Indians  at  one  of  the  vil- 
lages on  the  Mississippi,  where  the  principal  chief 
resided,  compelled  the  Frenchmen  to  land  the  raft, 
and  would  not  permit  them  to  pass  until  they  had 
received  pan  for  the  timber,-  and  the  Frenchmen 
were  compelled  to  leave  their  ral't  with  the  In- 
dians, until  they  went  to  Prairie  du  Chien  and  ob- 
tained the  necessary  articles,  and  made  the  pay- 
aient  required.     I  am,  sir,  very  respeclfullv,  &c. 

H.  LEAVENWORTH. 

To  Jnsiah  Jile.'gs,  esq. 

Commissioner,  £Jc.  Z^c.  &c. 


cHiio>acL!:. 

(jj=Our  venerable  friend,  Dr.  .Iames  TiLToy,  of 
Delaware,  having  attained  nearly  threescore  and 
seventeen  years,  has  departed  tioni  works  to  re- 
wards. The  revolutionary  period  did  not  furnish 
a  more  disinterested  patriot;  nor  cas  the  world  pro- 
duce a  man  more  honest  than  he  was.  Having  al- 
ways entertained  something  like  a  filial  regard  for 
the  deceased,  we  shallclaim  the  indulgence  (.f  oiw 
readers  fur  a  sketch  of  his  character  in  a  future 
Rr,GisTEK — time  not  being  allowed  to  prepare  it 
for  the  nresent  nimiber. 

I'he  U.  S.  ship  Hornet,  captain  R.  Henley,  sailed 
from  Norfolk  on  the  7th  inst.  on  a  cruise. 

The  U.  6'.  schooner  Enterprize,  lieut.  Kearney, 
"Was  lately  left  at  Tauipico  taking  in  water  for  a 
cruise.  She  had  taken,  at  different  times,  seventeen 
sail  of  piratical  vess.els,  but  their  crews  had  always 
escaped. 

Died,  recently,  at  Ph'.ladelphia,  commodore  Tho- 
mas Tntxton,  late  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States: 
atTarminpton,  Con.  John  /f'jsford,  aged  96.    He  had 


never  buried  a  child — his  six  cnildren,  the  oldest 
70,  the  youngest  56,  attended  his  funeral.  He  liv- 
ed to  see  the  5th  generation. 

^  charity  sermon,  in  favor  of  the  institution  for  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  was  lately  preached  at  New- York, 
by  Mr.  Summerfield,  at  which  1,000  dollars,  less 
eight  or  ten,  were  collected. 

Tuscan  consul— The  president  of  the  United 
States  has  recognired  the  baron  de  Lederer,  ai 
consul  of  his  imperial  highness  the  duke  of  Tusca- 
ny, for  the  states  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland  and  Virginia. 

Fires.  A  fire  took  place  at  Baltimore  on  the 
morning  of  the  od  inst.  and  12  or  13  small  buildings 
were  consumed,  in  that  part  of  the  city  which  is 
called  Irish  town.  In  general,  the  houses  were  of 
light  frame,  and  there  was  no  possibility  of  obtain- 
ing  a  supply  of  water  any  where  in  the  neighbor, 
hood — a  part  of  that  which  was  obtained,  was  de- 
rived from  a  pump,  and  thence  driven  about  2000 
feet  through  a  hose:  one  person  was  killed  by  the 
falling  of  timber.  At  Norfolk,  on  the  morning  of 
the  1st  inst.  about  30  tenements  were  destroyed  by 
fire,  some  of  which  were  valuable,  as  well  as  their 
contents,  which  fell  a  prey  to  the  flames. 

The  state  arsenal,  belonging  to  N.  York,  at  Roma, 
was  consumed  by  fire  a  tew  days  ago,  by  which 
about  700  stand  of  arms,  See.  were  destroyed.  It 
was  not  known  hovv  the  fire  originated. 

Ji -woolen  mannfuctoty,  on  a  very  large  scale,  13 
about  to  be  erected  at  the  Falls  of  the  WalkiP, 
near  Newburg,  N.  Y  Tiie  site  is  said  to  be  equal 
to  that  at  the  Falls  of  the  Passaic,  in  New  Jersey. 

Court  martial.  The  court  martial  lately  sitting 
at  Boston,  suspended  captain  John  Shaw  for  sis 
months,  a  sentence  which  has  since  been  approv- 
ed by  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Fecitndity.  There  is  now  living  in  the  county  oT 
Campbell,  a  negro  woman,  belonging  to  a  gentle- 
man of  the  name  of  'I'odd— this  woman  is  in  Iier 
42d  year,  and  has  had  41  children,  at  this  time  is 
pregnant  with  her  42d  child,  and,  possibly,  with 
her  43d,  as  she  has  frequently  had  doublets  This 
fact  is  well  known  tn  many  gentlemen  in  this  coun- 
ty,  and  is  susceptible  of  easy  and  complete  proof. 

[  Lyn chhu r o-  Pre^s. 

Be:rgars.  The  police  of  Ntw  York  have  swept 
the  streets  of  the  beggars  that  infested  them,  and 
hurried  those  persons  off  to  the  penitentiary  or 
alms  house,  as  the  nature  of  their  cases  required. 
We  wish  that  something  of  the  sort  could  be  done 
in  Baltimore,  especially  to  rid  iis  of  the  applica- 
tions of  children,  sent  out  by  profligate  parents  to 
be  trained  up  toknavery  and  prostitution.  It  is  a 
much  mistaken  charity  to  give  indiscriminately  to 
them. 

Jtlexican  cont  of  arms.  The  junta  of  the  new 
state  of  Mexico,  [we  beg  pardon,  empire,]  has  de- 
creed, that  the  arms  of  the  empire,  for  all  sorts  of 
seals,  shall  be  ttie  Nopal  tree,  [the  Cochineal  fig 
tree]  growing  from  a  rocky  field,  near  a  lake;  o;i 
the  left  of  the  hill,  an  eagle  with  an  imperial 
cro-ivn. — The  national  flag  and  colors  of  the  army 
are  to  be  ti-i  colored,  alwuys  adopting  green,  white 
and  carnation,  in  vertical  stripes,  and  displaying,  in 
white,  an  eagle  cro~.vned.     [  Charleston  City  Gazette. 

War  department,  22d  Apii',  1822.  Asatestimony 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  brigadier  general 
Moses  Porter,  a  soldier  of  the  revolution,  and  an 
officer  of  distinguished  merit,  the  officers  of  the 
army  will  wear  crape  on  the  hilt  of  their  swords 
for  the  space  of  thirty  days.     J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
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EPITKn   AND   PDBLISKED    BT   H.  WILKS,  AT  ^5   PER  AK5UW,  PATABLK   IS  ADTASCE, 


Q^'We  have  commenced  in  the  last  pages  of 
this  week's  Register  the  publication  of  the  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  diplomatic  controversy  be- 
tween Messrs.  Adams  and  Russell,  which  will  be 
concluded  in  the  first  pages  of  the  next  number; 
so  that,  when  the  volume  is  bound,  no  interruption 
will  occur. 

The  Spy,  or  a  tale  ofths  J^eulral  Ground.  A  third 
edition  of  this  fascinating  American  novel  is  now  in 
the  press;  and  the  two  former  editions  are  said  to 
have  yielded  the  author  the  handsome  sum  of  t-.vo 
thottsand  dollars.  It  will  probably  pass  through  se- 
veral editions  more,  though  British  reviev/ers  may 
ask,  "7vho  reada  an  American  book?" 

Led  on  by  the  mighty  clamor  that  was  made  about 
"the  Pirate,"  (the  work  of  "the  Great  Unknown," 
though  generally  believed  to  be  Sir  Walter  Scott), 
when  it  first  appeared  in  the  United  States,  I  snatch- 
ed enough  time  to  read  that  romance — and,  hav^ 
ing  done  so,  a  spirit  of  national  pride  induced  me 
to  go  over  "the  Spy."  I  make  no  pretensions  to 
the  character  of  a  critic,  and  only  know  what 
pleases  and  interests  myself— and, according  to  this 
scale,  "the  Spy"  is  as  much  the  superior  o-f  "the 
Pirate"  as  the  flow  of  genius  excelsthe  dull  drudge- 
ry of  book-making — though  the  latter  contains 
many  chapters  worthy  of  the  highest  admiration  of 
those  who  esteem  books  of  this  class. 

The  author  of  "the  Spy"  is  said  to  be  engaged 
in  writing  a  new  work  to  be  called  "the  Pioneers 
of  the  Susquehannah."  The  opportunity  is  hap- 
pily fitted  to  ascertain  whether  the  British  are  wil- 
ling to  return  our  courtesy,  as  to  such  matter  as 
makes  up  about  a  third  part  of  the  volumes  of  "the 
great  unknown" — that  is,  barbarous  words, difficult 
to  read  and  understand,  and  worth  nothing,  except 
to  swell  the  size  of  the  book,  when  read  and  un- 
derstood. AVe  would  respectfully  suggest  that, 
in  his  new  work,  our  author  should  introduce  a  do- 
zen or  two  JMoha-wkc,  and  suffer  them  to  jabber 
freely  in  their  own  tongue,  or  half  English  half 
Indian,  if  he  pleases.  The  more  uncouth  and  un- 
intelligible the  jargon  is,  the  l>etter — the  closer 
wilt  be  the  copy  of  "the  great  unknown."  The- 
roasting  of  a  prisoner  now  and  then  might  also  be 
well,  to  hold  up  the  manners  of  the  times  to  admi- 
ration! and  a  warrior  .driving  his  tomahawk  into  the 
skull  of  his  enemy,  would  furnish  as  pretty  a  plot  as 
many  of  those  so  elegantly  set  forth  in  the  "Scotch 
novels!" 

"  The  Spy"  has  been  dramatised,  and  performed 
with  complete  success  at  many  of  our  principal 
theatres. 

Our  countryman,  Washington  Irving,  is  at  present 
in  London.  He  has  just  sold  a  new  work,  called 
Bracebridge  Hall  to  a  bookseller  of  that  metropo- 
lis, for  one  thousand  guineas. 

Gexetiab  Stahk.  This  veteran  h^s  paid  the  great 
debt  of  nature  at  the  advanced  age  of  93  years,  8 
months  and  24  days.  He  died  at  Manchester,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Merrimack,  and  his  funeral  was 
attended  by  a  great  concourse  of  people.  He  was 
the  last  survMving  general  officer  of  the  revoKition, 
and  his  character  in  private  life  was  Hnblemished. 
The  New-Hampshire  "Patrio*,"  of  thr».  i3tU  inst. 
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contains  a  well  written  sketch  of  his  life,  which  we 
shall  give  a  place  to  as  soon  as  we  have  a  little  room 
to  spare  for  it. 

La  Fatette — the  scholar  of  Washington  and 
friend  of  liberty,  was  lately  present  at  a  public  din- 
ner given  in  Paris  to  M.  Zea  and  gen.  Cortes,  com- 
missioners  from  the  republic  of  Colombia.  Among 
the  guests  were  also  gen.  Foy,  B.  Constant,  and 
others  of  the  chamber  of  deputies. 

The  wisn  has  chakged.  The  editor  of  the 
"Franklin  Gazette,"  as  if  to  support  the  preten- 
sions of  one  reputed  candidate  for  the  presidency 
at  the  expense  of  another,  says  that  "ALL  the  dis- 
tractions  of  the  debates  in  congress,  during  the  last 
session,  have  arisenfrom  the  derangement  of  the  affairs 
of  the  treasury." 

Indeed? — But  if  the  reader  will  refer  to  pages 
97  and  129  of  the  last  volume  of  the  "Register," 
he  will  find  that  the  same  editor,  and  in  the  same 
gazette,  attacked  me  because  I  said  that  the  aflfaira 
of  the  treasury  were  deranged!  What  a  change 
has  been  effected  in  the  space  of  sis  months  in  the 
opinions  of  this  gentleman — but  then,  he  was  ap- 
parently the  friend  of  the  individual  to  whom  he  is 
now  opposed,  and  so  the  nature  of  the  case  is  alter- 
ed! While  Mr.  Crawford  was  the  favorite,  all  things 
were  snug  at  the  treasury — he  has  ceased  to  be  so 
with  Mr.  Norvell,  and  the  affairs  of  that  depart- 
ment are  deranged! 

I  dislike  this  blowing  of  hot  and  cold— this  seem- 
ing disposition  to  disguise  or  misrepresent  facts 
from  personal  views.  It  is  a  sort  of  electioneering 
that  is  truly  reprehensible. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  state  of  the  treasury 
in  this  paper,  and  its  "derangement"  was  com- 
pletely  shewn.  There  are  some  little-minded  men 
that  cannot  distinguish  the  line  between  a  repre- 
hension oi measures  a.x\d  attacks  upon  men;  and  I  have 
received  a  number  of  grave  letters,  some  approbat- 
ing and  others  reproving  me  for  running  a-foul  of 
Mr.  Crawford! — thcugh  nothing  was  further  from 
my  intention  than  to  depreciate  the  character  of 
that  gentleman.  I  was,  and  am,  and  ever  shall  be, 
the  enemy  of  the  system  which,  I  presume,  it  is  his 
duty  to  make  the  most  of  that  he  can,  until  public 
opinion,  through  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
sliall  establish  a  national  revenue,  built  upon  the 
prosperity  of  the  national  industry,  and  indepen- 
dent of  the  will  or  whim  of  foreip^ners.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  president  considers  the  present 
revenue  plan  best  fitted  to  the  wants  and  condition 
of  the  country;  and  whether  he  is  right  or  wrong 
in  this  matter,  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  should  volunteer  a  system 
opposed  to  that  so  esteemed  by  his  superior — whose 
peculiar  business  it  is  to  recommend  measures  to 
the  deliberation  of  congress,  ind  who  has  power 
also  to  put  his  veto  on  bills  passed  by  that  body,  if 
not  approved  of  by  him.  The  different  secretaries 
aro,  in  fact,  no  more  than  as  executive  clerks,  and 
cannot  do  any  thi/ig  of  thenvselves,  without,  at 
least,  the  implied  consent  of  the  president:  and  he 
can  dismiss  them  at  pleasure.  M'hat  I  think  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  is  blameable  for  is  this— 
that  he  has  not  sinrplVfied  the  manner  •"f  keeping 
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the  accounts,  whereby  errors  or  mistakes  might 
have  been  prevented,  which  liave  grown  into  faults, 
Dy  misleading  hiinscl*  and  deceiving  the  people: 
but  we  are  not  prepared  tor  liiis  to  abuse  and  tra- 
duce iiim,  though  we  have  liberally  examined  and 
freely  commented  on  many  of  his  reports;  and  it  is 
right  we  should  say  thai  he  has  accoaijjhshed  some 
considerable  savings  m  his  department,  and  would 
have  effected  olliers  of  far  greater  importance,  if 
his  suggesiions  had  been  attended  to  by  those  who 
had  the  power  to  act  upon  them. 

As  electioneering  begins  to  **-wax  hot,"  these 
things  are  stated,  or  rather  rt  peated,  that  we  may 
bre  entirely  understood.  Freely  granting  to  others 
llie  .right  assumed  tor  our  own  government,  tliey 
may,  if  they  [)lease,  indecently  puH'up  or  Uisgrace- 

fully  attempt  to  put  down  whom  they  will as  a 

tax  levied  on  the  public  reason  for  the  liberty  ot 
the  press:  we  shall  not,  knowingly,  do  one  or  tlie 
other.    I'here  has  been  a  very  unfair  nmning  ut  itie 
secretaries  of  state,  treasury  and  war,  even  in  con- 
gress— and,^on  several  occasions,  certain  of  them 
have  been  bolsiered  in  a  manner  disreputable  to  the 
parties  concerned.     Some  of  those  cases  will  pro- 
bably be  pointed  at  hereafter,  to  assist  the  will  dis- 
posed part  of  the  community  to  seplirate  the  facts 
from  the  electioneering  mutter — the  filth  of  per- 
sonal viewivand  petty  aggrandizement.     That  mis- 
takes have  been  committed,  nay,  that  abuses  e.^ist, 
js  to  me  undoubted;  but  this  should  not  lead  us 
into   a    beliff  of   the  fuid   comtpuun    that    some 
ascribe   to   one   or  another  of  tiie   departments, 
that  the  perfection  of  a  favorite  niay  become  the 
more  manifest.     The  claim  to  almost  infallibility, 
which  is  sometimes  preferred,  is  hardly  less  tolera- 
ble than  the  absolute  degradation  which  is  attempt- 
ed to  be  shewn,  li  cannot  be  suppo'sed  that  Messrs. 
Adams,  Crawford,  or  Calhoun,  Mr.  Clay  and  others 
spoken  of  as  htted  to  succeed  to  tbe  chief  magis- 
tracy of  the  United  States,  are  cold  enemies  of  their 
country,  destitute  of  talents,    or    without   moral 
principle.     Let  their  conduct  and  character,  their 
opinionsaml  principles, be  severely  tested — as  pub- 
lic nifen,  they  are  responiible  at  the  bar  of  thejjub- 
lie  reason}  but  «'truih  is  a  victor  without  violence," 
and  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  nation  that  men  of  such 
standing  slioiil  \  be  spoken  of  as  more  fitting  for  the 
cells  of  a  penitentiary  than  to  mix  in  the  society  of 
decent  men.     The   practice  that  obtained  when 
"Messrs,  Adams  and  Jefi'ersoii  v/ere  put  up  for  the 
presidency,  and  which  so  frequently  prevails  in 
some  of  the  states  when  the  election  of  a  governor 
is  about  to  take  place,  was  and  is  dishonorable  to 
all  the  persons  engaged  in  it— for  if  one  fiftieth 
part  of  what  was  sent  out  as  the  truth  had  really 
been  so,  it  would  have  appeared  thai  the  candidates 
for  the  most  dignified  oliices  in  the  gift  of  the  peo- 
ple, were  the  most  accomplished  villains  in  Chris- 
tendom; and  it  is  a  great  mislortune  that  otherwise 
worthy  gentlemen  too  often  tolerate  the  promulga- 
tion  of  a  known  lie,  at  the  time  of  an  election,  if 
they  believe  that  the  matter  statad  will  subserve 
their  private  wisiies:  but  I  am  of  opinion,  that  an 
electijOnecring  lie  is  as  much  a  lie  as  any  other  sort 
of  li^— 'that  the  time  of  telling  a  lie  does  not  alter 
the  magnitude  of  the  lie.     It  is  on  this  principle 
that  we  shall  endeavor  to  act.     The  Registeu  will 
not,  cannot,  be  given  up  to  the  support  or  repre- 
■   hension  of  any  man — but  things  shall  be  freely  dis 
cussed:  and  when  we  see  that  a  fact  is  mis  stated 
which  the  people  are  intertsted  in  knowing  the 
truth  of,  they  shall  see  the  truth  in  this  paper  if  we 
can  ascertain  it,  let  it  favor  or  prejudice  whose 
interest  it  may.    If  found  impossible  to  pursue  this 


course,  (as  it  may  be,  from  the  great  quantity  of 
matter  which  the  electioneering  season  shall  fur- 
nisM),  we  may  be  compelled  wholly  to  retire  from 
sucn  discussions  as  wiU  implicate  the  character  of 
individuals,  even  by  the  remotest  reference:  tor  we 
dare  not  call  hard  names  and  abuse  persons,  though 
the  practice  is  sanctioned  by  the^usage  of  the  splen- 
did  patriot,  Mr.  Walsh,  editor  of  the  "National 
Gazette,"  and  persevered  in  by  the  elegant  and 
truly  rt publican,  Mr  Hail,  editor  ©f  the  Foriable 
Foolery:  making  an  exception,  however,  in  favor 
of  the  latter,  to  whom  we  "owe  one,"  and  it  shall 
be  paid — if,  on  consideration,  we  think  that  the 
thing  is  worth  a  good  whipping;  about  which  we 
have  nalyet  made  up  our  minds. 

Il.\nD  TiMKs.  Every  body  has  heard  of  the  scar- 
city of  money  at  N.  York,  and  most  of  the  dealing 
men  in  our  other  cities  have  felt  the  etlects  of  it — 
yet  the  manager  of  the  theatre  in  that  city  lately 
received  as  his  benefit,  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
SIX  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  fifty  cents^  Many 
that  had  tickets  could  not  get  into  the  house,  and 
some  went  a  way  without  purchasing  tickets,  for  the 
reasons  Just  stated. 

Fortune.  Colonel  Joseph  Dudley,  of  Roxbury, 
Massachusetts,  is  said  to  be  the  lineal  heir  of  the 
earldom  of  Leicester,  and  the  splendid  estates  that 
belong  to  the  title.  The  property  is  estimated  to 
be  worth  1,90U,0U0  dollars.  The  well  known  cas« 
tie  of  "Kenilworth"  stands  on  the  domain.  All  this 
may  easii}  be  the  case.  A  Philadelphia  butcher, 
sometime  ago,  was  found  out  to  be  one  of  the  '*Co- 
lintliian  pillars"  oi  Great  Britjun — and,  probably,  a 
better  man  than  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  nobility  of 
that  island, 

FtoniDA.  By  one  of  the  acts  of  congress,  Uie  sum 
of  6000  dollars  is  appropriated  for  a  survey  of  the 
coast  of  Florida,  under  the  direction  of  the  presi- 
dent. An  accurate  chart  of  the  coast,  as  well  as  a 
knowledge  of  the  capabilities  of  the  numerous  little 
islands  that  are  located  on  it,  are  things  of  great  im- 
portance. We  are  told  that  many  of  these  islands 
are  heavily  timbered,  and  several  of  them  abound 
with  deer;  evidences  that  the  soil  is  good  and  that 
they  are  supplied  with  fresh  water.  There  is  no 
possible  reason  why  these  islands  should  not  pro- 
duce the  cotfee-tree  and  most  other  West  India 
plants. 

Miss  IMcCrea.  The  remains  of  this  interesting 
young  lady,  murdered  by  the  Indians  in  1777, 
whose  piteous  history  is  known  to  every  body, 
were  recently  disinterred  and  deposited  in  the 
church  yard  at  Fort  Edward,  N.  Y.  The  mark  of 
the  fatal  tomahawk  is  said  to  have  been  still  visible 
in  her  skull.  The  spot  at  which  her  relicts  reposed, 
is  thus  described  in  Silliman's  Tour  to  Quebec: 

"  This  beautiful  spring,  (where  she  fell),  which 
still  flows  limpid  and  cool,  from  a  bank  near  the 
road  side,  and  this  fatal  tree  (to  which  she  waBi 
tied;  we  saw.  The  tree,  which  is  a  large  and  an- 
cient pine,  •fit  for  the  mast  of  some  tall  admiral," 
is  wounded  in  many  places  by  the  balls  of  the 
whites  fired  at  the  Indians;  they  have  been  dugout 
as  far  as  they  could  be  reached,  but  others  still  re- 
main in  the  ancient  tree,  which  seems  a  striking 
emblem  of  wounded  innocence;  and  the  trunk, 
twisted  off  at  a  considerable  elevation  by  some 
violent  wind,  that  has  left  only  a  few  mutilated 
branches,  is  a  happy,  although  a  p.ninful  memorial 
of  the  fate  of  Jenne  M'Crea.  Her  name  is  inscriber"^ 
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on  the  tree,  with  the  date  1777,  and  no  traveller  i 
])asses  this  spot,  without  spending-  a  plaintive  mo- 1 
rnent  in  contemplating  the  untimely  fate  of  youth  ) 
and  loveliness." 

DoMESTfc  ooous.  '.Ve  noticed,  sometime  since, 
the  praise-worthy  proceedings  of  many  ladies  of 
Washington  county,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  encourage 
the  consumption  of  domestic  manufactures — and  it 
appears  that  about  one  hundred  young  men  lately 
met  p.:  Cross  Creek,  in  the  same  county, and  enter- 
ed into  the  following  resolution: 

Retolved,  That  we  will,  in  paying  our  addresses  ' 
to  the  young  ladies,  give  the  most  marked  prefer- 
ence to  such  as  cl'jthe  themselves  in  homespun, 
and  make  use  of  articles  the  growth  of  our  own 
country." 

"The  deuce  is  in  it,"  provided  these  resolutions 
are  maintained  on  both  sides,  if  it  does  not  become 
fasidonable  in  this  county  to  be  clothed  in  home- 
spun. But,  indeed,  there  are  many  farmers  in 
Pennsylvania  and  New- York,  Stc.  worth  more  than 
50,000  dollars,  who  hardly  expend  10  dollars  a  year 
for  foreign  articles  of  clothing;  and  by  hundreds  of 
others,  their  daughttrs  are  required  to  make  as 
much  homespun  goods,  beyond  the  family  wants, 
as  will  furnish  tliemselves  witli  such  imported  things 
as  they  desire  to  have.  Tlie  present  pincliing 
times  are  doing  wonders  for  the  good  of  t^e  coun- 
try. The  pressure  will  pass  away  through  economy 
and  industry,  but  the  benefit  of  it  will  remain  with 
us,  to  build  up  a  home  pride  and  exalt  tiie  national 
feeling. 

AMER1CA.V  ANn  BRITISH  COTTONS.  The  "Manu- 
facturers' .Journal,"  of  Providence,  R.  I.  furnishes 
us  with  the  following  facts:  A  lady  of  that  place 
purchased  seven  yards  of  British  Chambray,  at  17 
cen's  per  yard,  which  was  found  to  weigh  exactly 
twelve  ounces,  "starch  included,"  or  9^  yards  to  the 
pound.  The  cloth  was  apparently  made  of  such 
cotton  as  commands  from  18  to  19  cents  per  lb. — 
but  for  every  pound  of  cloth  the  consumer  paid  at 
tlie  rate  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  lb. 

American  cloths  of  this  kind  are  sold  at  the  same 
price,  but  not  starched  and  dressed  up  to  make  them 
look  thick  and  durable,  because  they  are  so;  :\nd 
it  takes  only  4}  or  4^  yards  of  domestic  Chambray 
to  weigh  a  pound — so  the  consumer  pays  for  the 
))ound  of  home-made  goods  less  than  one-half  of 
what  the  foreign  fabrick  costs:  of  course,  the  last 
i^,  by  one-halt,  the  cheapest. 


Hemp  a!*d  flax.  These  raw  materials  are  about 
to  become  second  in  importance  only  to  cotton, 
and  their  product  maybe  even  more  valuable.  We 
have  before  us  beautiful  specimens  of  home-made 
flaxen  thread,  at  50  and  75  cents  per  lb.  A  late 
Kentucky  paper  says — 'Mr.  Dey's  valuable  machine 
for  cleaning  hemp,  has  been  found  to  answer  the 
most  sangHine  expectations  of  the  ptsblic.  The 
iiemp,  which  this  machine  turns  out,  is  unrottecl, 
much  stronger  than  that  dressed  in  the  old  way, 
more  beautiful,  and  yields  a  larger  quantity.  It 
already  commands  a  higher  price  than  Russian 
'»emp."     This  is  great  news/ 

IsniAN  cTviiizATioN.  Thc  following  extract  of 
i  letter,  dated  the  15th  ultimo,  written  by  the  U. 
States  Indian  agent,  resident  in  Ohio,  to  his  friend 
:n  Baltimore,  has  been  handed  to  us: 

"The  Shawanoese  Indians  have  abandoned  their 
'ov.'n,  and  scattered  themselves  over  their  reserva- 


tion, (at  W&upaghkonetta),  on  farms;  frohcking, 
drinking  and  dancing  have  almost  ceased,  and  they 
are  doing  better  than  they  have  ever  done  before; 
many  of  them  have  now  neat  farms  and  dwelling 
houses." 

The  Shawanoese  tiibe  have  been,  for  a  long  time 
past,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  society  of 
Friends;  we  cite  this  extract  for  no  other  purpose, 
than  as  one  instance,  amongst  the  thousand  daily 
presented  to  our  eyes,  of  the  cheering  amelioration 
of  the  human  race.  Light  and  knowledge  are  gra- 
dually advancing;  the  son  of  the  wilderness  quits 
his  bow  and  arrow,  and  his  tomahawk,  and  quietly 
begins  to  cultivate  the  earth.  We  might  indulge, 
on  the  present  occasion,  in  a  variety  of  reflections, 
on  piospects  that  afford  equal  consolation  to  the: 
chnsitian  and  to  the  philanthropist,  but  we  forbear. 

Chronicle. 

Northern  nouxnARr.  The  Eastern  Argus,  in 
reference  to  the  disputed  boundary  line  between. 
the  state  of  Maine  and  the  British  territories,  states 
that  the  line  contended  for  by  the  British  commis- 
sioners,  will  take  off  about  one  third  of  the  state,  a 
tract  of  land  equal  in  extent  to  Vermont  or  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  Uppeii  Mississippi.  A  letter  from  the  post 
at  St.  Peter's,  adjacent  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony, 
on  the  Mississippi,  gives  us  some  interesling  parti- 
culars of  the  progress  of  this  important  establish- 
ment,  built  up  uniler  the  direction  of  the  depart- 
ment of  war,  by  col.  Snelling,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  peace  of  the  frontiers,  protecting  the 
fur  trade,  and  maintaining  the  laws  which  regulate 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 

A  strong  and  very  respectable  fort  has  been 
built;  there  is  a  considerable  village  at  the  post, 
and  a  most  powerful  saw  mill  and  sufficient  grist 
mill  have  been  erected — the  supply  of  the  more 
southern  posts  with  lumber  is  already  spoken  of 
as  a  matter  likely  to  happen.  The  neighLjring 
country  is  rich  and  productive,  but  said  to  be  lite- 
rally covered,  at  some  seasons  of  the  year,  with 
qrassh'ipjiers,  which  destroy  the  tender  plants.  The 
Indians  are  peaceable,  and  resort  to  the  post  freely 
— the  trade  with  them  is  pretty  extensive,  and  this 
late  distant  point  seems  to  have  been  drawn  close 
to  the  line  that  marks  the  boundary  of  the  civilized 
settlements.  We  shall,  no  doubt,  soon  hear  that 
steam  boats  arrive  at  and  depart  from  the  Falls  of 
St.  Anthony! 

It  appears  that  lord  Selkirk's  colony  of  Scotch 
is  located  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States— 
it  is  expected  that  a  direct  and  regular  communica- 
tion will  soon  be  opened  with  the  colonists  by  our 
agents  and  oflicers,  through  the  facilities  of  naviga- 
tion afTorded  by  the  Father  of  -waters. 

The  increased  care  and  attention  of  tha  govern- 
ment to  ascertain  the  capacitia^  and  develope  the 
resources  of  our  country,  cannot  be  too  higHly 
commended — yet  we  may  be  permitted  to  express 
a  wish  that  such  care  was  extended  to  revenue, 
which  is  th«  sinew  of  the  whole,  and  that  which, 
above  all  things,  we  should  not  remain  in  a  state 
of  dependence  for.  The  late  visit  to  "Thompson's 
islajid,"  on  the  Florida  coast,  is  a  part  of  the  en- 
lightened  policy  which  we  have  commended — and 
that  little  and  hitherto  neglected  spot  may  soon  be- 
comt  a  place  of  the  highest  interest— even  to  serve 
as  a  check  upon  the  possessor  of  Havana,  if  dispos- 
ed to  molest  the  invaluable  trade  of  the  gulf. 
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PopctATioir  OF  Cheat  Bhitaih.  The  following 
is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  population  of 
England,  Wales,  and  Scotland,  as  exhibited  by  the 
official  enumerations  of  1801,  1811,  and  1821.  It 
appears  that  the  ratio  of  increase  during  the  period 
intervening  between  the  two  first  dates,  is,  in  Eng- 
gland,  above  14^  per  cent.;  in  Wales,  13  per  cent.; 
in  Scotland,  13  per  cent.;  and  in  the  aggregate  of 
the  island  of  Great  Britain,  14  per  cent.  In  the 
latter  period  of  ten  years,  the  increase  was,  in  Eng- 
land, 18  per  cent.;  Wales,  17  1-5  per  cent.;  Scot- 
land 15  6-7  per  cent.;  and,  in  the  aggregate,  above 
17  2-3  p£r  cent. 

1801.  1811.  1821. 

England  8,331,434      9,538,827      11,260,555 

Wales  541,546  611,788  717,108 

Scotland  1,599,068      1,805,688        2,092,014 


10,472,048     11,956,303 
Army  &  navy      470,598  640,500 


14,065,677 
310,000 


Totals  10,942,646  12,596,803  14,379.677 
The  population  of  the  islands  in  the  British  seas 
not  having  been  ascertained  in  1801  and  1811,  no 
comparative  statement  thereef  can  be  given;  the 
existing  population  of  those  islands,  when  enume- 
rated in  the  year  1821,  appears  to  have  been  as 
follows,  viz.  In  the  Isle  of  Man,  40,084;  in  the 
island  of  Guernsey  (and  its  dependent  islets) 
20,827;  in  the  island  of  Jersey,  28,600;  in  the 
Sicilly  Isles,  2,614;  in  all  these  islands  92,122  in- 
habitants.— ^os^ow  Daily  Advertiser. 

BECAPITULAXrOir. 

Population  of  England,  1821  11,260,555 

Wales  717,108 

Scotland  2,092,014 

The  adjacent  islands  92,122 

Ireland,  (as  below)  6,846,946 

Army  and  navy  310,000 


Grand  total  21,316,745 


Ihelasd.  The  inhabitants  of  this  island,  by  the 
census  of  1821,  were  ascertained  to  be  6,846,946— 
shewing  an  increase  of  less  than  half  a  million  since 
1813.  The  population,  in  the  present  condition 
of  the  society,  may  be  considered  as  nearly  full. 

The  province  of  Munster  contains  1,879,804  Irish 
acres  of  land,  and  2,005,363  souls — has  463  resident 
clergy  of  the  established  church,  635  of  the  Ro- 
TT!an  catholic  religion,  9  of  the  Presbyterian,  and 
20  of  other  professions — and  2,117  schoolmasters 
or  teachers  of  youth. 

Ulster  contains  1,761,698  acres,  and  2,001,966 
inhabitants;  440  established  resident  clergy,  319 
Roman  catholic,  216  Presbyterian.  Ill  of  other 
persuasions,  and  2,479  schoolmasters  or  profession- 
al teachers. 

Leinster  has  2,125,783  acres  taxable  land,  and 
1,785,702  inhabitants;  637  resident  clergy  of  the 
established  church,  683  Roman  catholic,  11  Pres- 
byterian, and  11  of  other  professions,  and  2,141 
schoolmasters  or  teachers. 

Connaug-ht  has  1,006,581  t.axable  acres  of  land 
and  1.05.3,918  inhabitants,  157  resident  clergy  of 
the  established  church,  357  Roman  catholic,  3 
Presbyterian,  and  3  other  dissenters,  with  1,223 
schoolmasters  and  professional  teachers 

Thoug  the  general  increase  ot  population  is  so 
small,  some  of  the  counties  have  advanced  very 
rapidly;  Cork,  in  1313,  had  onlv  523,936  inhabi- 
taiits— in  1821,  702,000;.Limerick,  in  1813, 103,865 
—in  1821,  214,286. 


From  Arkansas.  On  the  15th  instant,  we  receiv- 
ed five  numbers  of  the  Arkansas  Gazette,  printed 
at  ««Little  Rock,"  the  seat  of  the  territorial  govern- 
ment. The  file  was  complete — commencing  on  the 
5th  of  March  and  ending  on  the  2d  of  April,  and 
every  number  was  in  good  condition.  The  latter 
consideration  is  creditable  to  the  safety  of  the  mails, 
but  the  receipt  of  such  a  file  is  not  compUmentarj 
to  their  regularity. 

One  of  these  papers  speaks  of  the  state  of  things 
at  Fort  Smith — a  post  on  the  Arkansas  river,  under 
the  command  of  major  Bradford.  The  force  sta- 
tioned  there  amounts  to  250  men,  and  it  is  said,  that 
not  a  solitary  death  among  the  soldiers  has  occur- 
red since  the  establishment  of  the  post,  four  years 
ago,  until  after  the  late  augmentation  of  the  force 
— since  when  there  have  been  some  cases  of  the 
dysentery  and  a  few  deaths.  It  appears,  that  the 
troops  brought  the  disease  in  them,  for  no  new 
cases  had  appeared  at  Fort  Smith. 

The  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  ri- 
ver to  Little  Rock,  the  seat  of  government  of  Arkan- 
sas, (says  the  National  Intelligencer,),  is  computed 
at  300  miles;  and  the  distance  thence  to  the  Chero- 
kee missionary  establishment,  on  the  Arkansas,  at 
130  miles.  Recently,  a  steam-boat  ascended  the 
river  the  whole  distance  from  the  Mississippi  river 
to  within  twelve  miles  of  the  missionary  establish- 
ment. What  a  country  is  this,  where  there  are 
rivers  navigable  for  four  hundred  miles,  which  we 
are  but  just  beginning  to  hear  of! 


The  SAifD-wich  Isiasds.  The  arrival  of  an  Ame* 
rican  vessel  from  these  distant  islands,  is  now  quite 
an  ordinary  event.  We  learn,  by  a  ship  that  has 
lately  arrived  at  Nantucket,  that  the  royal  palaet 
at  Woahoo  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  morning  i 
of  the  10th  Nov.  ult.  It  consisted  of  three  large 
elegant  buildings  of  wicker-work,  and  was  totally 
consumed  in  about  20  minutes.  It  was  chiefly  by 
the  efforts  of  Americans  present,  that  three  large 
and  commodious  buildings  adjacent,  (which  were 
brought  out  in  frame  from  the  United  States),  were 
preserved.  One  thousand  casks  of  powder  were 
deposited  near  the  palace,  and  great  fears  were  en 
tained  of  an  awful  explosion — but  it  did  not  take 
place. 

The  natives  of  these  islands  are  making  a  great 
progress  in  civilization.  They  are  rapidly  assuming 
the  manners  and  habits  of  the  Americans  and  Eng- 
lish, with  whom  they  have  much  intercourse— 28 
ships  and  brigs  having  visited  them  in  the  year 
1821,  and  there  are  a  good  many  Americans  settled 
among  them,  besides  the  missionaries.  Idolatry  has 
ceased,  the  "church  going  bell"  is  heard  on  Sun- 
days, which  is  duly  observed — schools  are  establish- 
ed, and  every  thing  wears  the  face  of  prosperity 
and  improvement.  The  natives  own  ten  square 
rigged  vessels,  besides  schooners  and  sloops— 
chiefly  employed  in  proceeding  from  island  to 
island,  for  commercial  purposes.  They  are  good 
seamen:  one  of  these  vessels  recently  made  a 
voyage  to  Kamschatka — she  was  commanded  by  a 
white  man,  but  all  of  her  crew  were  natives.  Ta- 
morea,  king  of  Atooi,  has  recently  married  Karha- 
manha,  dowager  of  Tamahamaha,  late  king  of  these 
islands— this  queen  is  too  far  advanced  in  years  to 
add  to  the  stock  of  the  royal  family,  says  the  ac 
count. 


Coro:MBTA.     It  is  stated  that  the  seven  depart 
ments,  of  Oronoco,  Venezuela,  Zulia,  Boyaca,  Cur,- 
dinimarca,  Cauca,  and  Magdalena,  including  2S 


NILES'  REGISTER—  MAY  25,  1822— IHPLOMATIC  CONTROVERSY.     IQf 


provinces,  contain  2,024,600  inhabitants.  Each  de- 
partment is  entitled  to  four  senators,  making  28, 
and  the  provinces  to  73  representatives. 

The  population  of  Panama  and  Veraguas,  is 
80,000.  They  are  entitled  to  three  representatives. 

The  population  of  the  seven  provinces  of  Quito 
is  estimated  at  550,000,  and  when  its  independence 
is  established,  will  have  19  representatives. 

I  Thus  the  republic  of  Colombia  will  comprise  a 
population  of  2,644,600  inhabitants,  and  the  con- 
gress  will  be  composed  of  44  senators  and  95  re- 
presentatives, 

-  MixiTiA  FUTEs.  It  appears  from  a  report  made 
lo  congress,  that  the  fines  imposed  by  courts  mar- 
tial in  Pennsylvania,  upon  militia  men,  for  not  per- 
forming duty,  during  the  war  with  England, 
amounted  to  §351,981  66,  of  which  38,822  24 
have  been  remitted  by  governors  of  the  state:  It 
also  appears,  that  not  one  cent,  of  the  balance  ex- 
ceeding 300,000  dollars,  has  ever  been  jeceived 
by  the  United  States  from  the  late  marshal  or  his 
deputies:  The  sum  admitted  by  the  late  marshal 
to  have  been  received  by  him  from  his  deputies,  is 
§75,719  63,  and  from  delinquent  militia  men, 
Sl,217  83.  Whether  the  remainder  of  the  fines 
imposed,  exceeding  200,000  dollars  has  been  col- 
lected or  not,  does  not  appear.  The  balance  has 
now  been  transferred  by  the  United  States  to  Penn- 
sylvania, with  full  power  to  collect  it.       Aurora, 


LiTEHAnT  NOTICE.  We  learn  that  Mr.  N.  Elliott, 
of  Catskill,  will  soon  publish  eleven  books  of  the 
Illiad,  from  the  text  of  the  celebrated  edition  of 
professor  Ileyne,  of  Gottingen;  with  a  selection  of 
notes  from  Heyne  and  others,  intended  for  the 
use  of  the  colleges  and  schools  of  our  country.  It 
J3  published  with  the  approbation  of  the  gentle- 
men connected  with  Harvard  university  and  Yale 
college;  and  will,  we  are  informed,  be  adopted  for 
use  in  those  seminaries,  and  in  several  others.  It 
is  printed  on  the  new  and  beautiful  Greek  type 
of  the  Codman  press,  belonging  to  tlie  Theologi- 
cal seminary  at  Andover.  JV.  T,  paper, y. 

The  hopper  bot.  Having  taken  notice  of  the 
case  as  I'eferred  to  in  the  following  letter,  address- 
ed to  the  editor  of  the  ''Morning  Chronicle,"  we 
feel  it  a  duty  to  insert  it,  for  the  public  information. 

Mr.  Allen:  I  observed  yesterday,  in  a  country- 
paper,  a  quotation  from  the  Morning  Chronicle,  in 
v/hich  it  is  stated,  that  "Oliver  Evans'  patent  right 
to  the  hopper-boy  has  been  declared,  by  a  decision 
cf  the  supreme  court  at- Washington,  to  be  void  as 
a  patent  for  an  improvement,  because  the  specifi- 
cation is  not  according  to  law,  and  void  as  a  patent 
for  the  whole  machine,  because  he  was  not  the  ori- 
ginal inventor."  This  is  a  mistake.  Such  an  opinion 
v/as  expressed  by  four  judges  against  three,  but  as 
the  court  was  so  much  divided,  and  some  of  those 
judges  who  concurred  in  the  opinion,  were  under- 
stood to  have  entertained,  to  the  last,  tonsiderable 
doubt,  a  re-hearing  at  the  next  term  was  applied 
for  and  ordered.  The  question  consequently  re- 
mains open,  and  it  is  very  far  from  being  certain 
that  the  same  opinion  will  be  held  by  a  majority  of 
the  court  at  next  term. 

Having  argued  the  case  as  counsel  for  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Evans,  and  made,  on  their  behalf,  the 
motion  for  a  re-hearing,  I  think  it  right  to  correct 
♦.his  mistake,  v?bich  may  be  very  prejudicial  to  their , 


interests.    For  this  purpose  I  request  you  to  pub- 
lish  this  note. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  G.  HARPER. 

Baltimore,  May  I2th,  1822. 


CHRONICLE. 

Small  pox.  Between  30  and  40  persons  are  af- 
flicted  with  the  small  pox  in  the  small  village  ot 
Fraystown,  Penn.  which  contains  about  200  inhabi- 
tants. 

The  Erie  canal  has  been  further  opened  to  Hart- 
well's  Basin,  about  11  miles  from  Rochester — 
10,000  barrels  of  flour  were  at  the  Basin,  and  a 
great  quantity  at  Rochester,  with  other  commodi- 
ties, that  would  soon  be  afloat. 

Lake  Erie — a  new  steam  boat,  called  the  Supe- 
rior,  to  ply  on  this  lake,  was  recently  launched  at 
Buffalo,  with  a  salute  of  13  guns. 

The  cattle  raised  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa. 
and  sent  to  an  eastern  market,  during  the  last 
twelvemonths,  are  supposed  to  have  produced  the 
sum  of  60,000  dollars. 

Hurricane.  There  was  a  terrible  hurricane  at 
Huntsville,  Alabama,  and  its  neighborhood,  in  the 
night  of  the  loth  ult.  Houses,  fences,  orchards 
and  forests  were  prostrated  by  it.  In  several  in- 
stances,  every  member  of  a  family  had  limbs  broken 
or  was  otherwise  seriously  injured — yet  it  was  not 
known  that  any  person  had  been  killed. 

Genteel  appellation.  Dr.  Davy  says  the  name  of 
the  officer  who  commanded  the  drummers  and 
trumpeters  of  the  king  of  Candy,  was  "Tamboroo. 
purampee-too-cruo-Mohandiram-nihami." 

Lover's  leap.  A  young  woman,  resident  near  the 
Albion  Mills  ir^anada,  lately  threw  herself  oft'  a 
a  precipice,  100  fent  high— and,  of  course,  w^is 
killed — on  account  of  a  disappointment  in  love. 

Breach  of  promise  of  inarriage  is  becoming  quite  a 
fashionable  law  proceeding  to  the  eastward — and 
the  willing  lasses  have  put  the  unwilling  lads  into 
smart  damages,  in  many  instances.  One  who  had 
courted  a  lady  nine  years  and  then  would  not  mar- 
ry her,  was  compelled  to  pay  1500  dollars,  at  a 
late  sitting  of  Duchess  county  court,  in  New  York, 

J^cTv  York.  The  revenue  collected  at  the  port 
of  New  York  in  1790,  amounted  only  to  470,000 
dollars— in  1821,  it  was  7,200,000.  It  is  supposed 
that  the  sum  will  not  be  less  than  nine  millions  in 
the  present  year — this  port  receives  nearly  three- 
fourths  of  all  the  foreign  goods  that  now  arrive  in 
the  U,  States. 

Savannah,  April  26.  Eighteen  of  the  Africans 
which  were  brought  into  this  port  some  time  last 
year  in  the  prize  brig  General  Ramirez,  have  been 
ordered  by  the  president  to  proceed  to  Norfolk, 
and  from  thence  they  will  be  sent  in  a  government 
vessel  to  Africa.  Agreeably  to  this  order,  the  mar- 
shal of  the  district  shipped  these  Africans  on  board 
the  sloop  Spartan,  bound  for  Baltimore.  We  un- 
derstand they  were  decidedly  opposed  to  the  idea 
of  returning  back  to  their  own  country. 


Diplomatic  Controversy. 

Message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting,  (pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  7th  May),  a  letter  of 
Jonathan  Russel,  late  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  negociation  of  Ghent; 
with  remarks  tUereon,  by  the  secretary  of  state; 
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To  the  bouse  of  representatives  of  tbe  Uoited  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  of  the  19th  of  April,  requesting 
the  president  "to  cause  to  be  communicateclto  the 
house,  if  not  injurious  to  the  public  interest,  any 
letter  wiiich  may  have  been  received  from  Jonathan 
Eussell,  one  of  the  ministers  who  concluded  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  in  conformity  with  the  indications 
contained  in  his  letter  of  25lh  of  December,  1814," 
I  have  to  state,  that,  having  referred  the  resolution 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  and  it  appearing,  by  a 
report  from  him,  that  no  such  document  had  been 
deposited  among  the  archives  of  the  department,  I 
examined  and  found  among  my  private  papers  a 
letter  of  that  description,  marked  'private'  by  him- 
self.    I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  by  which  it  appears  that  Mr.  Russell, 
on  being  apprized  that  the  document  referred  to  by 
the  resolution  had  not  been  deposited  in  the  de- 
partment of  state,  delivered  there  'a  paper,  pur- 
porting to  be  the  duplicate  of  a  letter  written  by 
bim  from  Paris,  on  the  11th  cf  February,  1815,  to 
the  then  secretary  of  slate,  to  be  communicated  to 
the  house,  as  the  letter  called  lor  by  the  resolution.' 
On  thf  perusal  of  the  document  called  for,  I  find 
that  it  crimininicates  a  diftierence  of  opinion  be- 
tween Mr.  Hiissell  and  a  majority  of  his  colleagues, 
in  certain  transactions  which  occurred  in  the  nego- 
ciations  at  Ghent,  touching  interests  which  have 
been  since  satisfactorily  adjustedby  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.     The  view 
which  Mr.  Russell  presents  of  his  own  conduct,  and 
that  of  his  colleagues,  in  those  transactions,  will,  it 
is  presumed,  call  from  the  two  surviving  members 
of  IhaV  mission,  who  differed  from  bim,  a  reply,  con- 
taining their  view  of  those  transactions,  and  of  the 
eonduct  of  the  parties  in  them,  and  who,  should  his 
letter  be  commimicated  to  tbe  house  of  represen- 
tatives, will  also  claim  that  their  reply  should  be 
communicated  in  like  manner  by  the  executive — 
a  claim  which,  on  the  principle  of  equal  justice, 
could  not  be  resisted.   The  secretary  of  state,  one 
of  the  ministers  referred  to,  has  already  expressed 
a  desire  that  Mr  Russell's  letter  should  be  commu- 
nicated, and  that  I  would  transmit,  at  the  same  time, 
a  communication  from  him  respecting  it. 

On  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  have  tho't 
it  would  be  improper  for  the  executive  to  commu- 
nicate the  letter  called  for,  unless  the  house,  on  a 
knowledge  of  these  circumstances,  should  desire 
it;  in  which  case  the  document  called  for  shall  be 
communicated,  accompanied  by  a  report  from  the 
secretaiy  of  state,  as  above  suggested.  I  have  di- 
rected a  ropy  to  be  delivered  to  l\^r.  Russell,  to  be 
tjsposedof  as  he  may  think  proper,  and  have  caus- 
ed the  original  to  be  deposited  in  the  department 
of  state,  with  instruction  to  deliver  a  copy  to  any 
person  who  may  be  interested.  J  AS.  MONROE. 
Washinglon,  May  4,  1822. 


Department  of  state,  Washington,  May  3,  1822. 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
I9th  ultimo,  requesting  the  president  "to  cause  to 
be  communicated  to  the  house,  if  not  injurious  to 
the  public  good,  any  letter  of  communication  which 
may  have  been  received  from  Jonathan  Russell,  esq. 
one  of  tlie  ministers  of  the  United  States  who  con- 
cluded the  treaty  of  Ghent,  after  the  signature  of 
that  treaty,  and  which  was  written  in  conformity  to 
lhe|indicatiors  contained  in  said  minister's  letter, 
dated  at  Ghent,  25lh  of  December,  1814,"  has  the 
honor  of  reporting  to  the  president,  that,  until  after 
tbcadoption  of  the  said  resolution  by  the  house, 


there  was  upon  the  files  of  the  d-.*r'artment  of  state 
no  letter  from  Mr.  Russell,  of  the  description  men- 
tioned therein;  but  that  Mr.  Russell  himself  has 
since  delivered  at  the  department  a  communication 
purporting  to  be  the  duplicate  of  a  letter  written  by 
him  from  Paris,  on  the  11th  of  February,  1815,  to 
the  then  secretary  of  state,  to  be  communicated  to 
the  house,  as  the  letter  called  for  by  their  resolution. 
A  copy  of  this  paper  is  herewith  submitted  to  the 
president.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


To  the  house  of  representatives  : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  of  the  7th  of  May,  requesting 
the  president  of  the  United  States  "to  communicate 
to  that  house  the  letter  of  Jonathan  Itussell,  esq, 
referred  to  in  his  message  of  the  4th  instant,  toge- 
ther with  such  communications  as  he  may  have  re- 
ceived relative  thereto,  from  any  of  the  other  mi- 
nisters of  the  United  States  who  negociated  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,"  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from 
the  seci-etary  of  state,  with  the  documents  called 
for  by  that  resolution.  JAMES  xMONROE. 

Washington,  May  7, 1822. 


Department  of  state,  Washington,  May  7,1822, 
The  secretary  of  state  has  the  honor  of  transmit- 
ting to  the  president  of  the  United  States  his  re- 
marks upon  thu  paper  deposited  at  the  department 
of  state  on  the  22d  of  last  month,  by  Jonathan  Rus- 
sell, late  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  negociation  of  Ghent,  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  house  of  representatives,  as  the  let- 
ter called  for  by  their  resolution  ef  the  19th  of  that 
month;  and  the  secretary  of  state  respectfully  re- 
quests that  the  president  would  transmit  to  the 
house  of  representatives  these  remarks,  together 
with  the  above-mentioned  communication  of  Mr. 
Russell,  on  the  renewal  of  the  call  therefor  by  the 
house.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Mr.  Itussell  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Paris,  February  11,  1815. 

[pniTATE.] 

Sir — In  conformity  with  the  intimation  contained 
in  my  letter  of  the  25th  of  December,  I  now  have 
the  honor  to  state  to  you  the  reasons  which  induced 
me  to  differ  from  a  majority  of  my  colleagues  oa 
the  expediency  of  offering  an  article  confirming  the 
Dritish  right  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  right  of  the  American  people  to  take  and 
cure  fish  in  certain  places  within  the  British  juris- 
diction. 

The  proposition  of  such  an  article  appeared  to  be 
inconsistent  with  our  reasoning  to  prove  its  absolute 
inutility.  According  to  this  reasoning,  no  new  sti- 
pulation was  any  more  necessary,  on  the  subject  of 
such  an  article,  "than  a  new  stipulation  for  the  re- 
cognition of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of 
the  United  States. 

The  article  proposed  appeared  also  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  our  instructions,  as  interpreted  by  us, 
which  forbid  us  to  suffer  our  right  to  the  fisheries 
to  be  brought  into  discussion;  for,  it  could  not  be 
believed  that  we  were  left  free  to  stipulate  on  a  sub- 
ject which  we  were  restrained  from  discussing,  and 
that  an  argument,  and  not  an  agreement,  was  to 
be  avoided.  If  our  construction  was  indeed  cor- 
rect, it  might  not,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to  show  that 
we  have  not,  in  fact,  completely  refrained  from  the 
interdicted  discussion. 

At  any  rate,  the  proposal  of  the  article  in  ques- 
tion was  objectionable,  inasmuch  as  it  was  incom- 
patible with  the  principles  asserted  by  a  majority 
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of  the  mission,  and  with  the  construction  which  this 
majority  liad  adopted  on  that  part  of  our  iiistruc 


been  clearly  marked  by  the  very  import  of  th*! 
terms  whicli  they  employed.     It  would  evidently 


tions  which  related  to  tlie  fisheries.  If  the  majority  j  liave  been  unwise  in  thetn,  however  ingenious  i 


may  be  in  us,  to  exalt  such  a  privilej^e  to  the  rank 
of  a  sovereign  right,  and  thereby  to  have  assumed 
the  unnecessary  and   inconvenient  obliration    of 
considering  such  a  liberty  to  he  an  imlispcnsablc 
condition  of  our  national  existence,  and  thus  ren^ 
dering  that  existence  as  precarious  as  the  liberty 
itself.  They  could  i.ot  have  considered  a  privilet»-c, 
wiiich  they  expressly  made  to  depend,  to  a  very 
considerable  esttnt,  for  its  continuance,  on  merr 
events  and  private  interests,  as  partaking  of  the  cha- 
racterand  esvtitled  to  the  duration  of  the  inherent 
properties  of  sovereignty.     The  settlement  of  ihr 
shores  might,  at  any  time,  have  been  effected  b\ 
the  policy  of  the  British  go\ernment,  and  would 
have  made  the  assent  of  British  subjents,  under 
the  influence  of  that  policy,  necess;iry  to  tl-.e  con- 
tinuance of  a  very  consideral:Ie  portion  of  that  lii)er- 
ty.  They  could  not  have  meant  thus  to  place,  with- 
in the  control  of  a  foreign  government  and  its  sub. 
jects,  an  integr.il  part  as  we  now  alf'ect  to  consider 
this  privile^ge,  of  our  national  rights. 

It  is  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that  I  have 
been  cons'.ramed  to  believe  that  there  was  nothing- 
in  the  treaty  of  1783  which  could  essentially'  dis- 
tinguish  it  from  ordinary  treaties,  or  rescue  it,  on 
account  of  any  peculiarity  of  character,  from  the 
jura  belli,  or  from  the  operation  of  those  events  ok 
which  the  continur.tion  or  termination  of  such  trea- 
ties Jepenrls.  I  v/as,  in  like  manner,  compelled  to 
struction  as  all  other  compacts  of  this  nature.  The  '  believe,  if  any  sucii  peculiarity  belonged  to  those. 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  United  i  provisions,  in  that  treaty,  which  had  an  immediate 
States  could  not  well  have  given  to  it  a  peculiar  |  connection  with  our  independence,  that  it  did  not' 
character,  and  excepted  it  from  the  operation  of.  necessarily  afl'ect  the  nature  of  the  whole  treaty, 
these  rules.  Such  a  recognition,  expressed  or  im  j  or  attach  to  a  privilege  which  had  no  analogy  to 
plied,  is  always  indispensable  on  the  part  •of  every  ;  such  provisions,  or  any  relation  to  that  indepen- 
nation  with  v;hom  we  form  any  treaty  whatsoever,    dence. 

Trance,  in  the  treaty  of  alliance,  long  before  the  ,  I  know  not,  indeed,  any  treaty,  or  any  article  of 
year  1783,  not  only  expressly  recognized,  but  en- ;  a  treaty,  whatever  may  have  been  the  subject  to 
gaged  etteclually  to  maintain,  this  independence;    Vr^hich  it  related,  or  the  terms  in  v.hich  it  was  ex- 


were  correct  in  these  principles,  and  in  this  con 
struction,  it  became  us  to  act  accordingly;  if  they 
were  not  correct,  still  it  was  unnecessary  to  add 
inconsistency  to  error. 

I  freely  confess,  however,  that  I  did  not  accord 
with  the  majority,  either  in  their  view  of  the  treaty 
of  17^3,  whence  they  derived  their  jtrinciples,  or 
cf  our  instructions;  and  that  my  great  objection  to 
proposing  the  article  did  not  rise  from  any  anxiety 
to  reconcile  our  conduct  with  our  reasoning  and 
declarations. 

I  could  not  believe  that  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  was  derived  fmm  tlie  treaty  of 
1783;  that  the  recognition  of  that  independence, 
by  Great  Britain,  gave  to  this  treaty  any  peculiar 
character,  or  that  such  character,  supposing  it  ex- 
isted, would  necessarily  render  this  treaty  ;bso- 
lutely  inseparabl ;  in  its  provisions,  and  make  it  one 
entire  a"d  indivisible  whole,  equally  imperishable 
in  all  :  3  parts,  by  any  change  which  might  occur 
in  the  relations  between  the  contracting  parties. 

The  independence  of  the  United  States  rests 
upon  those  fundamental  principles  set  forth  and 
acted  on  by  the  \merican  congress,  in  the  decla- 
ration  of  July,  1776,  and  not  on  any  British  grant 
in  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  its  era  is  dated  accord- 
ingly. 

The  treaty  of  1783  was  merely  a  treaty  of  p-eace, 
and,  therefore,  subject  to  the  same  rules  of  con 


and  yet  this  treaty,  so  far  from  being  considered  as 
possessing  any  mysterious  peculiarity,  by  %vhich  its 
existence  was  perpetuated,  has,  even  without  war, 
and  although  part  of  it  contained  word.s  of  perpe 


pressed,  that  has  survived  a  war  between  the  par- 
ties, without  being  especially  nenewed,  by  refer, 
ence  or  recit.il,  in  the  succeeding  treaty  of  peace. 
I  cannot,  indeed,  conceive  of  the  possibility  of  sucli 


Viity,  and  was  unexecuted,  long  since  entirely  ter-    a  treat}-  or  such  an  article;  for,  however  clear  and 
jBinated  i  strong  the  stipulations  for  perpetuity  might  be. 

Had  the  recognilian  of  our  independence  by  ;  these  stipulations  themselves  wouM  follow  the  fate 
Great  Britain  given  to  the  treaty  of  1733  any  pe-  \  of  ordinary  unex'-'cuted  engagements,  and  require, 
culiar  character,  which  it  did  not,  still  that  charac-  |  aft.;r  a  war,  the  declared  assent  of  tlie  parties  for 
ter  could  have  properly  extended  to  those  provi- 1  their  revival.  r 


aions  only  which  affected  that  independence.  "All  j 
those  general  rights,  tor  instance,  of  jurisdiction, 
which  appertained  to  the  United  States,  in  their 
quality  as  a  nation,  miglit,  so  far  as  that  treaty  was 
declarator}' of  them,  have  been  embraced  by  such 
peculiarity,  without  necessarily  extending  its  influ- 
ence to  mere  special  commercial  liberties  and  pri- 
vileges, or  to  proviiiions  long  since  executed,  not 
indispensably  connected  with  national  sovereignty, 
or  necessarily  resulting  from  it. 

The  liberty  to  take  and  cure  fish,  within  the  ex- 
elusive  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  was  certainly 
not  necessary  to  perfect  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  such  a  liberty  was  intended  to  be  raised  to  an 
equality  with  the  general  right  of  fishing  within 
the  common  jurisdiction  of  all  natiejis,  which  ac- 
crued to  us  a  member  of  the  great  national  family. 


On  the  contrary,  the  distinction  between  the  spe- 
cial liberty  and  the  general  right  appears  to  have    to  it  from  prescription      A  title 
been  v/ell  understood  by  the  .Vmerican  ministers    memorial  usatje,  antecedent  to  I 


We  appear,  in  fact,  not  to  have  had  an  unqiudifi. 
ed  confidence  in  our  con':tr(icti()n  of  the  treaiy  of 
1783,  or  to  have  been  williiig  to  rest  exclusively  on 
its  peculiar  character  our  title  to  any  of  the  rights. 
mentionedinil,and  much  lessourtitleto  the  fishing 
liberty  in  question.  If  hostilities  could  not  affect 
that  treaty,  or  abrogate  its  provisions,  vvliy  did  we 
permit  the  boundaries  assigned  by  it  to  be  brought 
into  discussion,  or  stipulate  for  a  restitution  of  aK 
places  taken  from  us  during  the  present  war.'  ,  'H'A 
such  restitution  was  secured  by  the  mere  opo'-.'-ion 
ot  the  treaty  of  1783,  why  did  we  di3co«-i?*  any  so- 
licitude for  the  status  ante  heUitirt,  and-jt  t  resist  the 
principle  of  vti  ponsidetis  on  tha*i  gA-Cifd? 

With  regard  to  thefi.-hing  privilege,  we  distinctly 
stated  to  you,  in  our  letter  of  the  21s'  of  December, 
that,  "at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  it  was  no 
n'iW  grant,  we  having  alu  i\s  before  tliat  time  en- 
joyed it,"  and  thus  endeavored  to  ^k•r:^■e  our  title 

dcnved  f!'om  im- 
vj.  could  not  wti; 


who  negccia'qd  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  to  have  Jov/e  its  origin  or  its  validity  to  a  compact  concluded 
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at  that  time;  and  we  could,  therefore,  in  this  view 
of  the  subject,  correctly  say  that  this  privilege  is 
no  new  grant;  that  is,  that  our  right  to  the  exercise 
of  it  was  totally  independent  of  such  compact.  If 
■we  were  well  founded,  however,  in  the  assertion 
of  our  prescriptive  title,  it  was  quite  unnecessary 
to  attempt  to  give  a  kind  of  charmed  existence  to 
the  treaty  of  lYUS,  and  to  extend  its  undefiuable  in- 
fluence to  every  article  of  which  it  was  composed, 
merely  to  preserve  that  title,  which  we  declared  to 
be  in  no  way  derived  from  it,  and  which  had  exist- 
ed, and,  of  course,  could  exist,  without  it. 

It  was  rather  unfortunate,  too,  for  our  argument 
against  a  severance  of  the  provisions  of  that  treaty, 
that  we  should  have  discovered,  ourselves,  a  radical 
ditterence  between  them,  making  the  fishing  pri- 
vilege depend  on  immemorial  usage,  and,  of  course, 
distinct  in  its  nature  and  origin  from  the  rights  re- 
suiting  from  our  independence. 

We,  indeed,  throw  some  obscurity  over  this  sub- 
ject, when  we  declare  to  you  that  this  privilege  was 
always  enjoyed  by  us  before  the  treaty  of  1783; 
thence  inferring  that  it  was  not  granted  by  that 
treaty,  and  in  the  same  sentence,  and  from  the  same 
fact,  appear  also  to  infer,  that  it  was  not  to  be  for- 
feited by  war  any  more  than  any  other  of  the  rights 
of  our  independence,  making  it  thus  one  of  these 
rtghts,  and,  of  course,  according  to  our  doctrine, 
dependant  on  that  treaty.  There  might  have  been 
nothing  incomprehensible  in  this  mode  of  reason- 
ing, had  the  treaty  recognized  this  privilege  to  be 
derived  from  prescription,  and  confirmed  it  on  that 
ground.  The  treaty  has,  however,  not  the  slightest 
allusion  to  the  past,  in  reference  to  this  privilege, 
but  regards  it  only  with  a  view  to  the  future.  The 
treaty,  therefore,  cannot  be  construed  as  support- 
ing a  pre-existing^title,  but  as  containing-  a  grant 
entirely  new.  If  we  claim,  therefore,  under  the 
treaty,  we  must  renounce  prescription,  and  if  we 
claim  from  prtscription,  we  can  derive  no  aid  from 
the  treaty.  If  the  treaty  be  imperishable  in  all 
its  parts,  the  fishing  privilege  remains  unimpaired 
without  a  recurrence  to  immemorial  usage;  and  if 
our  title  to  it  be  \tell  founded  on  immemorial  usage, 
the  treaty  may  perish  without  ettecting  it.  To  have 
endeavored  to  support  it  on  both  grounds,  implies 
that  we  had  not  entire  confidence  in  either,  and  to 
have  proposed  a  new  article,  indicates  a  distrust  of 
both. 

It  is  not,  as  I  conceive,  difficult  to  shew  that  we 
cannot,  indeed,  derive  a  better  title  to  this  fishing 
privilege  from  prescription  than  from  any  indis- 
tructible  quality  of  the  treaty  of  1783. 

Prescription  appears  to  me  to  be  inapplicable  to 
the  parties  and  to  the  subject,  and  to  be  defective 
both  in  fact  and  efiect.  As  to  the  parties,  the  im- 
memorial enjoyment  of  a  privilege  within  Bri. 
tish  jurisdiction,  by  British  subjects,  the  inhabitants 
of  British  colonies,  could  not  well  be  considered  as 
.  evidence  of  a  title  to  that  privilege  claimed  by  the 
ptizens  of  an  independent  republic,  residing  with- 
in v,>^°.-j"5clusive  jurisdiction  of  that  republic. 

TnCh  ^  Die  of  the  United  States,  as  such,  could 
have  cVQijit.'d  no  special  privilege  within  the  domi- 
nion of  any  vorejgn  power  from  immemorial  usage, 
in  1783,  when  the  longest  duration  of  theirown  ex- 
istence in  that  quality  was  little  more,  at  the  utmost, 
than  the  brief  period  ot  seven  years,  which  is  surely 
not  beyond  the  menjory  of  man,  f  ultra  memoriam 
homiuis  J  The  people  of  the  United  States  had 
never,  in  fact,  during  that  period,  enjoyed  the  fish- 
ing  privilege  a  moment,  being  effectually  prevent- 
ed therefrom  by  the  existing  state  of  hostilities. — 
Nor  could  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  originally 


constituting  the  United  States,  even  in  their  coUo- 
nial  condition,  acquire  against  their  sovereign  any 
right  from  long  usage  or  mere  lapse  of  time,  (nullum 
tempus  regi  occurnt.)  The  British  sovereign  was 
always  competent  to  regulate  and  restrain  his  colo- 
nies in  their  commerce  and  intercourse  with  each 
other,  whenever  and  however  he  might  think  pro- 
per; and,  had  he  forbid  his  subjects  in  the  province 
of  Massachusetts  to  fish,  and  dry  and  cure  fish,  in 
the  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks  of  Labrador,  which, 
by  the  way,  had  not  immemorially  belonged  to  him, 
it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  tliey  would  have  con- 
ceived themselves  discharged  from  the  obligation  of 
submitting  on  account  of  any  pretended  right  from 
immemorial  usage.  The  fishing  privilege,  there- 
fore, enjoyed  by  British  subjects  within  British  ju-  . 
risdiction,  could  give  no  permanent  and  indepen- 
dent right  to  those  subjects  themselves,  and  a  forti- 
ori, no  such  right  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  claiming  under  a  different  estate  and  in  a 
different  capacity.  Great  Britain  might,  indeed, 
as  well  prescribe  for  the  prerogatives  of  her  sove- 
reignty over  us,  as  we  for  any  of  the  privileges 
which  we  enjoyed  as  her  subjects. 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  inquire  how  far  the 
practice  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  was  the 
practice  of  the  whole  original  thirteen  United 
States,  or  of  the  United  States  now  including  Lou- 
isana,  or  how  far  tiie  immemorial  usage  of  the  peo- 
pie  of  Boston,  can  establish  a  prescriptive  right  in 
the  people  of  New  Orleans.  I  trust  1  have  said 
enough  to  shew  that  prescription  is  inapplicable 
to  the  parties.  It  is,  also,  I  conceive,  inapplicable 
to  the  subject. 

Had  the  United  States,  as  an  independent  na- 
tion, enjoyed,  from  time  immemorial,  the  fisliing 
privilege  in  question,  still,  from  the  nature  of  this 
privilege,  no  prescriptive  right  could  have  thence 
been  established.  A  right  to  fish,  or  to  trade,  or 
to  do  any  other  act  or  thing  witliin  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  a  foreign  state,  is  a  simple  power, 
a  right  of  mere  ability,  Cjus  mera  facxiltatis J ,  de- 
pending on  the  will  of  such  state,  and  is  conse- 
quently imprescriptible.  An  independent  title  can 
be  derived  only  from  treaty. 

I  conceive,  therefore,  that  our  claim  to  the  fish- 
ing privilege,  from  immemorial  usage,  is  not  only 
unsupported  by  the  fact,  but  cannot,  in  effect,  re- 
sult from  such  usage. 

I  have,  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  been  led  to 
conclude,  that  the  treaty  of  1783,  in  relation  to  the 
fishing  liberty,  is  abrogated  by  the  war;  that  this  li- 
berty is  totally  destitute  of  support  from  prescrip- 
tion; and  that  we  arc,  consequently,  left  without 
any  title  to  it  whatsoever.  For,  I  cannot  prevail 
upon  myself  to  seek  for  such  a  title  in  the  relative 
situation  of  the  parties,  at  the  time  of  negotiat- 
ing the  treaty  of  1783,  and  contend,  according  to 
the  insinuation  contained  in  our  letter  to  you  of 
the  21st  of  December,  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
Great  Britain  over  the  colonies,  assigned  to  her  in 
America,  was  a  grant  from  the  United  States,  and 
that  tl.e  United  States,  in  making  this  grant,  re- 
served to  themselves  the  privilege  in  question. — 
Such  a  pretension,  however  lofty,  is  so  inconsis- 
tent with  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  with 
any  sober  construction  which  can  be  given  to  that 
treaty,  that  I  shall,  I  trust,  be  excused  from  serious- 
ly examing  its  validity. 

Having  thus  stated  some  of  the  reasons  which 
induced  me  to  differ  in  opinion  from  a  majority  of 
my  colleagues,  relative  to  the  character  of  the 
treaty  of  1783,  as  well  as  with  regard  to  every 
Other  foundulion  en  which  they  were  disposed  to 
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rest  our  title  to  the  fishing  privilege.  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  explain  the  causes  which  influenced 
me  to  dissent  trom  them  in  the  interpretation  of 
our  instructions.  These  instructions  forbid  us  to 
permit  our  rights  to  the  trade  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  to  the  fisheries,  and  to  Louisiana, 
to  be  brought  into  discussion,  I  conceived  that 
this  prohibition  extentled  to  the  general  rights 
only,  which  affected  our  sovereignty,  and  resulted 
from  it,  and  not  to  mere  special  liberties  and  pri- 
vileges which  had  no  relation  to  that  sovereignty, 
either  as  to  its  nature  or  extent. 

The  right,  relating  to  the  trade  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  was  the  right  which  belonged  to 
us  as  an  independent  nation,  in  common  with  all 
other  independent  nations,  and  not  the  permission 
of  trading  to  those  parts  of  the  East  Indies  which 
were  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Great 
Britain.  In  like  manner,  the  right  to  the  fisheries, 
contemplated  by  our  instructions,  was,  I  conceived, 
the  right  common  to  all  nations,  to  use  the  open 
sea  for  fishing  as  well  as  for  navigation,  and  not 
to  the  liberty  to  fish  and  cure  fish  within  the  terri- 
torial limits  of  any  foreign  state.  The  right  to 
Louisiana,  which  was  not  to  be  brought  into  dis- 
cussion, was  the  right  to  the  empire  and  domain 
of  that  region,  and  not  to  the  right  of  excluding 
Great  Britain  from  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

How  far  we  conformed  to  this  instruction,  with 
regard  to  the  general  right  to  Louisiana,  it  is  not 
necessary  for  me  here  to  inquire,  but  certainly  the 
majority  believed  themselves  permitted  to  offer  a 
very  explicit  proposition  witli  regard  to  the  navi- 
gation of  its  principal  river.  I  believed,  with  them, 
that  we  were  so  permitted,  and  that  we  were  like- 
wise permitted  to  offer  a  proposition  relative  to 
«^he  fishing  hberty,  and,  had  the  occasion  required 
it,  to  make  proposals  concerning  the  trade  to  the 
British  East  Indies.  I  was  persuaded,  that  treating 
relative  to  these  privileges,  or  discussing  the  obli- 
gation or  expediency  of  granting  or  withholding 
them,  respectively,  violated  in  no  way  our  instruc- 
tion, or  affected  tlie  general  rights  which  we  were 
forbidden  to  bring  into  discussion.  Considering, 
therefore,  the  fishing  liberty  to  be  entirely  at  an 
end,  without  a  new  stipulation  for  its  revival,  and 
believing  that  we  were  entirely  free  to  discuss  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  such  a  stipulation,  I  did 
not  object  to  the  article  proposed  by  us,  because 
any  article  on  the  subject  \vas  unnecessary  or  con- 
trary to  our  instructions,  but  I  objected  specially 
to  that  article,  because,  by  conceding  in  it  the  free 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  we  offered,  in  my 
estimation,  for  the  fishing  privilege  a  price  much 
above  its  value. 

In  no  view  of  the  subject  could  I  discover  any 
analogy  between  the  two  objects,  and  the  only 
reason  for  connecting  them  and  making  them  mu- 
tual equivalents  for  each  other,  appeared  to  be,  be- 
cause they  were  both  found  in  the  treaty  of  1783. 

If  that  treaty  was  abrogated  by  the  war,  as  I  con- 
sider it  to  have  been,  any  connection  between  its 
parts  must  have  ceased,  and  the  liberty  of  navigat- 
ing the  Mississippi  by  British  subjects  must,  at 
least,  be  completely  at  an  end;  for  it  will  not,  I 
trust,  be  attempted  to  continue  it  by  a  prescriptive 
title,  or  to  consider  it  as  a  reservation,  made  by 
the  United  States,  from  any  grant  of  sovereignty, 
which,  at  the  treaty  of  peace,  they  accorded  to 
Great  Britain.  If,  indeed,  it  was  such  a  reserva- 
tion, it  must  have  been  intended  for  our  benefit, 
and,  of  course,  could  be  no  equivalent  for  the  fish- 
\;i£^  privilege.    If  it  is  considered  as  &  reservation 


made  by  Great  Britain,  it  will  reverse  the  facts  as- 
sumed by  us  in  relation  to  that  privilege. 

The  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  respect- 
ing the  fisheries,  and  the  eighth  article  of  that 
treaty,  respecting  the  Mississippi,  had  not  the 
slightest  reference  to  each  other,  and  were  placed 
as  remote,  the  one  from  the  other,  as  the  limits  oi 
that  treaty  could  well  admit.  Whatever,  there- 
fore, was  the  cause  of  inserting  the  fishing  liberty, 
whether  it  was  a  voluHtary  and  gratuitous  grant 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  or  extorted  from  her 
as  a  condition  on  which  the  peace  depended,  it 
could  have  had  no  relation  to  the  free  navigation 
I  of  the  Mississippi.  Besides,  the  article  relative 
to  this  river,  must,  from  the  evident  views  of  the 
parties  at  the  time,  from  their  supposed  relations, 
to  each  other,  and  from  their  known  relations  to 
a  third  power,  as  to  this  river,  have  been  consider- 
ed of  mutual  and  equal  advantage,  and  furnished 
no  subject  for  compensation  or  adjustment  in  any 
other  provision  of  that  treaty.  Both  parties  be- 
lieved that  this  river  touched  the  territories  of 
both,  and  that,  of  course,  both  had  a  right  to  its  na- 
vigation. As  Spain  possessed  both  banks  of  this  ri- 
ver, to  a  considerable  distance  from  its  mouth,  and 
one  of  its  banks  nearly  throughout  its  whole  ex- 
tent, both  parties  had  an  interest  in  uniting  to  pre- 
vent that  power  i'rom  obstructing  its  navigation. 
Had  not  tbe  article  been  intended  to  engage  the 
parties  in  relation  to  Spain,  they  would,  probably, 
have  limited  it  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  as 
far  as  their  own  territories  extended  on  it,  and  not 
have  stipulated  for  its  navigation  to  the  ocean, 
which  necessarily  carried  it  through  the  exclusive 
territories  of  Spain,  » 

If  the  circumstances  had  been,  in  fact,  such  as 
the  parlies  at  the  time  believed  them  to  be,  and 
with  a  view  to  which  they  acted;  or  had  these  cir- 
cumstances subsequently  experienced  no  radical 
change;  Great  Britain  would  have  gained  now  no 
more  than  she  would  have  granted  by  the  revival 
of  the  article  in  relation  to  the  Mississippi,  anii 
would  not,  any  more  than  in  1783,  have  acknow- 
ledged any  equivalent  to  be  conferred  by  it  for 
our  liberty  relative  to  the  fisheries.  The  circum- 
stances, however,  assumed  by  the  parties,  at  the 
time,  in  relation  to  Great  Britain,  and  from  which 
her  rights  were  deduced,  have  not  only  in  part, 
been  discovered  not  to  have  existed,  but  those 
which  did  exist  have  been  entirely  changed  by 
subsequent  events.  It  has  been  ascertained  that 
the  territories  assinged  to  Great  Britain,  no  where, 
in  fact,  reached  the  Mississippi;  and  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Louisiana  by  the  United  States,  hasforevei? 
removed  the  Spanish  jurisdiction  from  that  river. 
The  whole  consideration,  therefore,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  whether  derived  from  her  territorial 
rights,  or  from  her  part  of  the  reciprocal  obliga- 
tions relative  to  Spain,  having  entirely  failed,  our 
engagements,  entered  into  on  account  of  that  con- 
sideration, may  be  fairly  construed  to  have  termi- 
nated  with  it. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject.  Great  Britain  could 
have  had  no  title  to  the  navigation  of  t!ie  Missis- 
sippi, even  if  a  war  had  not  taken  place  between 
the  parties.  To  renew,  therefore,  the  claims  of 
Great  Britain,  under  that  article,  subject  to  this 
construction,  would  be  granting  her  nothing;  and 
to  renew  that  article,  independent  of  this  construc- 
tion, and  without  any  reference  to  the  circum- 
stances that  attended  its  origin,  in  1783,  or  to  the 
events  which  have  since  occurred  in  relation  to  it, 
would  be  granting  her  advantages,  not  only  entirely 
unilateral,  as  it  rcl^itcs  to  the  article  itself,  bu%  aa 
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I  believe,  of  much  greater  importance  than 
which  we  could  derive  from  the  liberty  relat 
to  the  fisheries. 

If  the  article  which  we  offered  merely  intended 
to  rescue  the  third  and  eighth  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  1783,  from  the  operation  of  the  present  war,  and 
to  continue  them  precisely  as  they  were  immedi 
ately  prior  to  this  war,  the  third  article  being  then 
in  full  force,  and  the  eighth  article  being  no  longer 
obligatory,  we  should  have  attempted  to  exchange, 
like  general  Drummond,  the  dead  for  the  living. 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  the  British 
government  should,  in  suspecting  such  an  inten- 
tion, have  rejected  our  proposition.  I  was  opposed, 
however,  to  making  the  proposition,  not  only  be- 
cause I  was  convinced  that  it  was  offered  witli  no 
such  intention,  but  because  I  believed  it  would 
give  to  Great  Britain  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  under  circumstances,  and  evident- 
ly for  an  object,  which  would  place  it  on  very  dis- 
tinct grounds  from  those  on  which  it  was  placed 
by  the  treaty  of  1783. 

The  whole  of  the  Mississippi,  being  now  exclu- 
sively within  the  acknowledged  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  a  simple  renewal  of  the  British  right 
to  navigate  it  would  place  that  right  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  war,  and  of  every  other  previous 
circumstance  which  might  have  impaired  or  ter- 
minated it;  and  the  poiver  to  grant,  on  our  part,  be- 
ing now  complete,  the  right  to  enjoy,  ou  hers,  un- 
der our  grant,  must  be  complete  also. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  any  tftng  im- 
possible was  intended,  and  that  Great  Britain  was 
to  be  allowed  to  navigate  tlie  Mississippi  precisely 
as  she  could  have  navigated  it  immediately  after 


It  was  discovered  that  the  obscurity  an-i  humidity 
of  the  atmosphere,  owing  to  almost  iiict- ssant  fogs^ 
in  the  high  northern  latitudes,  where  this  privilege 
was  chiefly  located,  prevented  the  effectual  cu»ing 
offish  in  those  regions,  and,  consequently,  lessened 
very  much  the  value  of  the  liberty  of  taking  t'hem 
there     By  far  the  greatest  part  of  the  fish  taken  by 
our  fishermen  before  the  present  war,  was  caught  in 
the  open  sea  or  upon  our  own  coasts,  and  cured  on 
ourown  shores.  Thisbranchof  thefisherieshasbeeii 
found  to  be  inexhaustible,  and  has  been  pursued 
with  so  much  more  certainly  and  despatch  than  the 
privileged  portion  with  the  British  jurisdiclion,  that 
it  has  not  only  been  generally  preferred  by  our  fish- 
ermen, but  would  probably,  on  longer  experience^ 
have  been  almost  universally  used  by  them.     It  was 
to  be  believed,  therefore,  that  a  discontinuance  of 
the  privilege  of  taking  and  curing  fish,  within  tlie 
British  jurisdiction,  would  not,  at  all,  diminish  the 
aggregate  quantity  taken  by  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  very  materially  vary  the  details  of  the 
business.     That  part  of  the  fisheries  which  would 
still  have  belonged  to  us  as  a  nation,  being  exhaust, 
less,  would  afford  an  ample  field  for  all  the  capital 
and  industry  hitherto  employed  in  the  general  busi- 
ness of  fishing,  or  merchandize  offish,  and  on  that 
field  might  the  few  fishermen,  who  had  hitherto 
used  the  liberty  of  taking  and  curing  fisli  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  exert  their  skill 
and  labor  without  any  serious  inconvenience.     This 
liberty,  liable  in  a  very  considerable  degree   by 
the  terms  in  which  it  was  granted,  to  be  curtailed 
by  the  government  and  subjects  of  a  foreign  state; 
already  growing  into  voluntary  disuse  by  our  own 
citizens,  on  account  of  the  ditficulties  inseparable 


the  treaty  of  1783;  as  if  her  territories  extended  to   from  it,  and  absolutely  incapable  of  extension,  was 


it  and  as  if  Spain  was  in  entire  possession  of  one 
of  its  banks  and  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
other.  The  revival  of  the  British  right  to  navigate 
the  Mississippi  would  be,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, a  new  and  complete  grant  to  her,  measur- 
ed by  these  circumstances,  and  thence  embracing 
not  only  the  entire  freedom  of  the  whole  extent 
of  that  river,  but  the  unrestrained  access  to  it 
across  our  territories.  If  we  did  not  intend  this, 
we  intended  nothing  which  Great  Britain  could  ac- 
cept; and,  whatever  else  might  have  been  intend- 
ed, if  not  at  once  rejected  by  her,  would  hereafter 
have  been  the  subject  of  new  and  endless  contro- 
versy. When,  however,  we  connected  the  revival 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  with  the  revi- 
•VTiX  of  the  liberty  of  taking  and  curing  fish,  within 
the  British  jurisdiction,  two  things  which  never 
before  had  any  relation  to  each  other,  we  evident 
ly  meant,  if  we  acted  in  good  faith,  not  only  to  con- 
cede, ss  well  as  to  obtain  something,  but  also  to  be 
understood  as  conceding  an  equivalent  for  what  we 
obtained.  In  thus  offering  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  the  access  to  it  through  our  terri- 
tories, as  an  equivalent  for  the  fishing  liberty,  we 
not  only  placed  both  on  ground  entirely  different 
from  that  in  which  they  respectively  stood,  in  the 
treaty  of  1783,  and  acted  somewhat  inconsistently 
with  our  own  reasoning,  relative  to  the  origin  and 
immortality  of  the  latter,  but  we  offered  to  concede 
much  more  than  we  could  hope  to  gain  by  the  ar- 
rangement, with  wliatever  view  its  comparative  ef- 
fects might  be  estimated. 

From  the  year  1783  to  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war,  the  actual  advantages  derived  from  the 
fishing  privilege  by  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
were,  according  to  the  best  information  that  I  can 
obtain  on  the  subject,  very  inconsiderable  and  annu- 
ally exoerienclnga  veluntary  diminution. 


totally  unnecessary  to  us  for  subsistence  or  occupa- 
tion, and  aflbrded,  in  no  way,  any  commercial  faci- 
lity or  political  advantage.  This  privilege,  too, 
while  it  was  thus  of  little  or  no  utility  to  us,  cost 
Great  Britain  literally  nothing. 

Tlie  fi*ee  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  with  the 
necessary  access  to  it,  is  a  grant  of  a  very  different 
character.  If  it  was  not  heretofore  used  by  Great 
Britain,  it  was,  perhaps,  because  she  did  not  consi- 
der herself  entitled  to  it,  or  because  the  circum" 
stances  of  the  moment  suspended  its  practical  utili- 
ty. The  treaty  of  1783  stipulated  for  her  the  na- 
vigation of  this  river,  under  the  presumption  that 
her  territories  extended  to  it,  and  of  course,  could 
not  intend  to  give  her  an  access  to  it  through  our 
territories.  The  British  possessions  to  the  west- 
ward of  Lake  Erie,  being  almost  entirely  unset- 
tled, rendered,  perhaps,  the  free  navigation  of  the! 
Mississippi,  for  the  moment,  of  little  advantage  toj 
her,  particularly  as  her  right  to  reacn  it  was  at  least 
equivocal;  and  as  by  another  treaty,  she  coukl  carrj 
on  trade  with  our  Indians. 

This  navigation  might,  indeed,  for  a  long  time  to 
come,  be  of  little  use  to  her  for  all  the  legitimate 
purposes  of  transit  and  intercourse;  but  everj 
change  that  could  take  place  in  this  respect  must 
increase  its  importance  to  her;  while  every  change 
in  the  fishing  liberty  would  be  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  United  States. 

The  freedom  of  the  Mississippi,  however,  is  not 
to  be  estimated  by  the  mere  legitimate  usesthit 
would  be  made  of  it.  The  unrestrained  and  unde- 
fined  access  which  would  have  been  inferred  from 
the  article  which  we  proposed,  would  have  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Great  Britain  and  her  subjects,  all 
the  facilities  of  communication  with  our  own  citi- 
zens, and  with  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  immense 
regions  of  our  western  territory.    It  is  not  in  tUe 
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natureof  things  thatthese  facilities  should  not  have  I  would  have  reserved  our  ripjht  of  contesting' this 


been  abused  for  unrighteous  purposes.  A  vast  fieid 
for  contraband  and  intrigue  would  have  been  laid 
open,  and  our  western  territories  would  have 
swarmed  with  British  smugglers  and  British  emis- 
saries The  revenue  would  have  been  defrauded 
by  the  illicit  introduction  of  English  merchandise; 
and  the  lives  of  our  citizens,  and  the  security  of  a 
valuable  portion  of  our  country,  exposed  to  Indian 
hostilities,  excited  by  an  uncontrolled  British  influ- 
ence. If  our  instructions  to  guard  against  such  an 
influence,  forbid  us  to  renew  the  British  liberty  to 
trade  with  our  Indians,  we  certainly  violated  the 
spirit  of  those  instructions  in  ottering  the  means 
of  exercising  that  influence  v/ith  still  greater  facili- 
ty and  effect  than  could  result  from  that  liberty. 

What  was  there  in  the  fishing  liberty,  either  of 
gain  to  us  or  loss  to  Great  Britain,  to  warrant,  in 
consideration  of  it,  a  grant  to  her  of  such  means  of 
fraud  and  annoyance.'  What  justice  or  equahty  was. 
there  in  exposing  to  all  the  horrors  of  savage  war- 
fare  the  unoffending  citizens  of  an  immense  tract 
of  territory,  notatall  benefitted  by  the  fishing  pri- 
vilege,  merely  to  provide  for  the  doubtful  accom- 
modation of  a  few  fishermen,  in  a  remote  quarter, 
entirely  exempt  from  the  danger.'' 

Such  have  been  the  reasons  which  induced  me 
to  differ  from  a  majority  of  my  colleagues  with  re- 
gard to  the  article  in  question,  and  which,  I  trust, 
will  be  thought  sufficient,  at  least,  to  vindicate  my 
motives. 

The  unfeigned  respect  which  I  feel  for  the  inte- 
grity, talents,  and  judgment  of  those  gentlemen, 
V  ould  restrain  me  Vrom  opposing  them  on  slight 
grounds,  and  a  deference  for  their  opinions  makes 
ine  almost  fear  that  I  have  erred  in  dissenting  from 
them  on  the  present  occasion,    I  can  but  rejoice. 


navigation  on  the  grounds  I  have  mentioned,  spe- 
cially applicable  to  it. 

Secondly.  To  have  consirdered  the  treaty  at  an 
end,  and  offered  a  reasonable  equivalent,  wherever 
it  might  be  found,  for  tf>e  fisUing  privilege. 

Thirdly.  To  have  made  this  liberty  a  sine  qua 
non  of  peace,  as  embraced  by  the  principle  of 
status  ante  bellum. 

To  either  of  these  propositions  I  would  have  as- 
sented, but  I  could  not  consent  to  grant  or  revive 
the  British  right  to  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, in  order  to  procure  or  presen'e  the  fishing 
liberty. 

[DUPLICATE.] 

Paris,  Wth  Feb.  181J. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  intimation  contain- 
ed in  my  letter  of  the  25th  December,  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  state  to  you  the  reasons  which  indu- 
ced me  to  differ  from  a  majority  of  my  colleagues, 
on  the  expediency  of  offermg  an  article  confirm- 
ing the  British  right  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  the  right  of  the  American  people  to 
take  and  cure  fish  in  certain  places  vithin  the 
British  jurisdiction. 

The  proposal  of  such  an  article  appeared  to  be 
inconsistent  with  our  reasoning  to  prove  its  abso- 
lute inutility. 

According  to  this  reasoning,  no  new  stipulation 
was  any  more  necessary,  on  the  subject  of  sucli 
an  article,  than  a  new  stipulation  for  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the 
United  States. 

The  article  proposed  appeared,  also,  to  be  in- 
consistent with  our  instructions,  as  inlt'preted  by 
us,  which  forbid  us  to  sufTei'  our  right  to  the  fishes 


however,  that  the  article,  as  proposed  by  us,  was  '  ries  to  be  brought  into  discussion;  for,  it  could  not 
rejected  by  Great  Britain,  whatever  were  her  rea- 1  be  believed  that  we  were  left  free  to  stipulate  on  a 
sons  for  rejecting  it;  whether,  as  above  suggested,  i  subject  which  we  v/ere  restrained  from  discussing, 
she  suspected  some  tacit  reservation,  or  want  of  I  and  that  an  ar^?i7?ie7i?,  and  not  an  agreement,  ^^s  to 
faith  on  our  part,  or  supposed,  from  the  price  we  |  be  avoided. 


at  once  bid  for  the  fishing  privilege,  that  we  over 
rated  its  value,  and  might  concede  for  it  even  more 
than  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  with  all  its 
accessary  advantages. 

We  are  still  at  liberty  to  negociate  for  that  privi- 
lege in  a  treaty  of  commerce,  should  it  be  found 
expedient,  and  to  offer  for  it  an  equivalent,  fair  in 
its  comparative  value,  and  just  in  its  relative  effects. 
In  any  other  way,  I  trust,  we  shall  not  consent  to 
purchase  its  renewal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect, 
sir,  vr.ur  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

.JONATHAN  ItUSSELL. 
My  argument  to  demonstrate  the  abrogation  of 
the  treaty  of  1783,  by  the  present  war,  and  the  con- 
sequent discontinuance  of  the  fishing  ])rivilege, 
will,  1  trust,  not  be  ascribed  to  any  hostility  to  those 
who  were  interested  in  that  privilege.  I  have  been 
always  ready,  and  am  still  ready,  to  make  every 
sacrifice  for  the  preservation  of  that  privilege 
which  its  nature  and  utility  can  justify;  but  I  have 
conscientiously  believed  that  tl>e  free  navigation 
of  the  Mississipf.i  was  pregnant  with  too  much 
mischief  to  be  offered,  indirectly,  under  out  con- 
struction of  the  treaty,  or  directly,  as  a  new  equiva- 
lent for  the  liberty  of  taking  and  curing  fish  within 
the  British  jurisdiction. 

We  had  three  other  ways  of  proceeding: 

First.  To  contend  for  tl»e  indestructibility  of  the 

treaty  of  1783,  thence  inferring  the  continuanof  of 

the  fishing  privilege,    without  saying  any  thing 

about   the    nayig.ation   of  the  Mississippi,   which 


If  our  construction  was,  indeed,  correct,  it 
might  not,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to  show  that  we 
have  not,  in  fact,  completely  refrained  from  the 
interdicted  discussion. 

At  any  rate,  the  proposal  of  the  article  in  question 
W.4S  objectionable,  inasmuch  as  it  was  incmnpatibh- 
with  the  principles  asserted  by  a  majority  -if  the 
mission,  and  with  the  construction  which  that  ma-' 
jority  had  adopted  on  that  part  of  our  instructions 
which  related  to  the  fisheries.  If  the  majority 
were  correct  in  these  principlt^  and  iii  this  con- 
struction, it  became  us  to  act  accordiiiRly.  If 
they  were  incorrect,  still  it  was  unnecessary  to 
add  inconsistency  to  error. 

I  freely  confess,  however,  that  I  did  not  accord 
with  the  majority,  either  in  their  views  of  the  trea- 
ty of  1783,  whence  they  derived  their  principles, 
nor  of  our  instructions;  and  that  my  great  objec- 
tion to  proposiiig'  the  article,  did  not  arise  from  an 
anxiety  to  recon"ile  our  conduct  with  our  reason- 
ing and  declarati'jus. 

I  could  tMrt  believe  that  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  was  rlr.Viveu  '"'•nm  the  treaty  of 
178i;  that  the  recognitio:.  c'."  '  ^t  independence, 
oy  Gre.it  Britain,  gave  to  t'r...-  treaty  any  peculiar 
character,  or  that  such  characti?r,  r<tpposingJt  ex- 
isted, would  necessarily  render  this  treaty  abso- 
lutely inseparable  !j  its  provisions,  and  make  it 
>ine  entire  and  indivisi')le  who]c,  equally  imperish' 
d  -!fc  in  all  its  parts,  bv  any  ohunge  which  might 
.-ocur  in  the  relations  between  the  contracting 
parties. 
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The  independence  of  the  United  States  rests  up- 
on those  fundamental  principles  set  forth  and  act- 
ed on  by  the  American  congres,  in  the  declaration 
of  July,  1776,  and  not  on  any  British  graHt  in  the 
treaty  of  1783;  and  its  acrais  dated  accordingly. 

The  treaty  of  1783  was  merely  a  treaty  of  peace, 
and  therefore  subject  to  the  same  rules  of  con- 
struction as  all  other  compacts  of  this  nature. — 
The  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  could  not  have  well  given  to  it  a  pecu- 
liar character,  and  excepted  it  from  the  operation 
of  these  rules.  Such  a  recognition,  expressed  or 
implied,  is  always  indispensable  on  the  part  of 
every  nation  with  whom  we  form  any  treaty  what- 
ever. France,  in  the  treaty  of  alliance,  long  before 
the  year  1783.  not  only  expressly  recognized,  but 
engaged  effectually  to  maintain  this  independence; 
and  yet  this  treaty,  so  far  from  being  considered 
as  possessing  anyjmysterious  peculiarity,  by  which 
its  existence  was  perp'etuated,  has,  even  witliout 
war,  and  although  a  part  of  it  contained  words  of 
'perpetuity  and  was  unexecuted,  long  since  termi- 
nated. 

Had  the  recognition  of  our  independence  by 
Great  Britain  given  to  the  treaty  of  1783  any  pecu- 
liar character,  which  it  did  not,  yet  that  character 
could  have  properly  extended  to  those  provisions 
only  -which  affected  that  independence.  All  those 
general  rights,  for  instance,  of  jurisdiction,  which 
appertained  to  the  United  States  in  their  quality 
as  a  nation,  might,  so  far  as  that  treaty  v/as  decla- 
ratory of  them,  have  been  embraced  by  that  pecu- 
liarity without  necessarily  extending  its  influence 
to  mere  special  liberties  aud  privileges,  or  to  provi- 
sions Ung  since  executed,  not  indispensably  connect- 
ed with  national  sovereignty,  nor  necessarily  re- 
sulting from  it. 

The  liberty  to  take  and  cure  fish,  within  the  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  was  certainly 
not  necessary  to  perfect  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  And  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
such  a  liberty  was  intended  to  be  raised  to  an  equa- 
lity with  the  general  right  of  fishing  within  the 
common  jurisdiction  of  all  nations,  which  accrued 
to  us  as  a  member  of  tlie  great  national  family — 
On  the  contrary,  the  distinction  between  the  spe- 
cial liberty  and  the  general  right,  appears  to  have 
been  well  understood  by  the  American  ministers 
who  negotiated  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  to  have 
been  clearly  marked  by  the  very  import  of  the 
terms  which  they  employed.  It  would  evidently 
have  been  unwise  in  them,  however  ingenious  it 
may  be  in  us,  to  exalt  such  a  privilege  to  the  rank 
of  a  sovereign  right,  and  thereby  to  have  assumed 
the  unnecessary  and  inconvenient  obligation  of  con- 
sidering such  a  liberty  to  be  an  indispensable  con- 
dition of  our  national  existence,  and  thus  render- 
ing  that  existence  as  precarious  as  the  liberty  itself. 
They  could  not  have  considered  a  privilege  which 
they  expressly  made  to  depend,  to  a  very  consider- 
able extent,  for  its  continuance,  on  mere  events  and 
private  interests,  as  partaking  of  the  character  and 
entitled  to  the  duration  of  the  inherent  properties 
of  sovereignty.  The  settlement  of  the  shores 
might,  at  any  time,  have  been  effected  by  the  poli- 
cy of  the  British  government,  and  would  have 
made  the  assent,  of  British  subjects,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  that  policy,  necessary  to  the  continu- 
ance of  a  very  considerable  portion  of  that  privi- 
lege. They  could  not  have  meant  thus  to  place 
•within  the  control  of  a  foreign  power  and  its  sub- 
jects, an  integral  part,  as  we  now  affect  to  consider 
this  piivilegej  of  our  national  rights. 


It  is  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that  I  have 
been  constrained  to  beheve  thatthere  was  nothing 
in  the  treaty  of  1783  which  could  essentially  dis- 
tinguish it  from  erdinary  treaties,  or  rescue  it,  on 
account  of  any  peculiarity  of  character,  from  the 
jura  belli,  or  from  the  operation  of  those  events  on 
which  the  continuance  or  termination  of  such  trea- 
ties depends. 

I  was,  in  like  manner,  compelled  to  believe,  if 
any  such  peculiarity  belonged  to  those  provisions 
in  that  treaty,  which  had  an  immediate  connection 
with  our  independence,  that  it  did  not  necessarily 
affect  the  nature  of  the  whole  treaty,  nor  attach 
\o  a  privilege,  which  had  no  analogy  to  such  provi- 
sions,  nor  any  relation  to  that  independence. 

I  know  not,  indeed,  any  treaty,  nor  any  article 
of  a  treaty,  whatever  may  have  been  the  subject  to 
which  it  related,  or  the  terms  in  which  it  was  ex- 
pressed, that  has  survived  a  war  between  the  par- 
ties, without  being  specially  renewed,  by  reference 
or  recital,  in  the  succeeding  treaty  of  peace,  I 
cannot,  indeed,  conceive  the  possibility  of  such  a 
treaty  or  of  such  an  article;  for  however  clear  and 
strong  the  stipulations  for  perpetuity  might  be, 
these  stipulations  themselves  would  follow  the  fate 
of  ordinary  unexecuted  engagements,  and  require, 
after  a  wur,  tlie  declared  assent  of  the  parties  for 
their  revival. 

We  appear,  in  fact,  not  to  have  an  unqualified 
confidence  in  our  construction  ofthe  treaty  of  1783, 
or  to  have  been  willing  to  rest  excUisively  on  its 
peculiar  character  our  title  to  any  of  tlie  rights 
mentioned  in  it;  and  much  less  our  title  to  the 
fishing  privilege  in  question. 

If  hostilities  could  not  affect  that  treaty,  nor  ab- 
rogate its  provisions,  why  did  we  permit  the  boun- 
daries assigned  by  it  to  be  brought  into  discussion, 
or  stipul.ite  for  a  restoration  of  all  places  taken 
from  us  during  the  the  present  war?  If  such  a  re- 
stitution was  secured  by  the  mere  operation  ofthe 
treaty  of  1783,  why  did  we  discover  any  solicitude 
for  the  status  ante  bellum,  and  not  resistrthe  prin- 
ciple of  uti  possidetis  on  that  ground? 

With  regard  to  the  fishing  privilege,  we  distinct- 
ly stated  to  you,  in  our  letter  ofthe  25th  December 
last,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  17S3,  it  was 
no  jiew  grant,  we  having  always  before  that  time 
enjoyed  it,  and  thus  endeavored  to  derive  our  title 
to  it  from  prescription;  a  title  derived  from  immemo- 
rial usage,  antecedent  to  1783,  could  not  well  owe 
its  origin  or  its  validity,  to  any  compact  concluded 
at  that  time;  and  we  might,  therefore,  in  this  view 
ofthe  subject,  correctly  say  that  this  privilege  was 
then  no  new  grant;  that  is,  that  our  right  to  the 
exercise  of  it  was  totally  independent  of  such  com- 
pact. If  we  were  well  founded,  however,  in  the 
assertion  of  our  prescriptive  title,  it  was  quite  un- 
necessary for  us  to  attempt  to  give  a  kind  of  charm- 
ed existence  to  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  to  extend 
its  indefinable  influence  to  every  article  of  which 
it  was  composed,  merely  to  preserve  that  title 
which  we  declared  to  be  in  no  way  derived  from  it, 
and  which  had  existed,  and  of  course,  could  exist 
without  it. 

It  was  rather  unfortunate,  too,  for  our  argument 
against  the  severance  of  the  provisions  of  that 
treaty,  that  we  should  have  discovered  ourselves, 
such  a  radical  difference  between  them,  making 
the  fishing  pi-ivilege  to  depend  on  immemorial 
usage,  and,  of  course,  distinct  in  its  nature  and  its 
origin,  from  the  rights  resulting  from  our  indepen- 
dence. 

We  indeed  throw  some  obscurity  over  this  sub- 
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ject,  when  we  declare  to  you  that  this  privilege 
was  always  enjoyed  by  us  before  the  treaty  of 
1783;  thence  inferring  that  it  was  not  granted  by 
that  treaty,  and,  in  the  same  sentence,  and  from 
tbe  same  fact,  appear  also  to  infer  that  it  was  not 
to  be  forfeited  by  war,  any  more  than  any  other  of 
the  rights  of  independence;  making  it  thus  one  of 
those  rights,  and  of  course,  according  to  our  doc 
ttine,  dependant  on  that  treaty.  There  might  have 
been  nothing  incomprehensit^le  in  this  mode  of 
reasoning,  had  the  treaty  i-ecognized  this  privilege 
fo  be  derived  from  prescription,  and  confirnied  it 
on  that  ground.  The  treaty,  however,  has  not  flie 
slightest  allusion  to  the  past,  in  reference  to  this 
privilege,  but  regards  it  only  with  a  view  to  the 
future.  The  treaty  cannot,  therefore,  be  construed 
as  supporting  a  pre-existing  title,  but  as  contain- 
ing a  grant  entirely  new.  If  we  claim,  therefore, 
under  the  treaty,  we  must  renounce  prescription; 
and  if  we  claim  from  prescription,  we  can  derive 
no  ai4l  from  the  treaty.  If  the  treaty  be  imperish- 
able in  all  its  parts,  the  fishing  privilege  remains 
unimpaired,  without  a  recurrence  to  immemorial 
usage*,  and  if  our  title  to  it  be  well  founded  on  im- 
memorial usage,  the  treaty  may  perish  without  af- 
.  fecting  it.  To  have  endeavored  to  support  it  on 
both  grounds,  implies  that  we  had  not  entire  con- 
Hdence  in  either,  and  to  have  proposed  a  new  ar- 
ticle, indicates  a  distrust  of  both. 

It  is  not,  as  1  conceive,  difficult  to  shew  that  we 
can,  indeed,  derive  no  better  title  to  this  fishing 
privilege  from  prescription,  than  from  any  indes- 
tructible quality  of  the  treaty  of  1783. 

Prescription  appears  to  be  inapplicable  to  the 
parties,  and  to  tfie  subject,  and  to  be  defective  both 
in /act  and  effect. 

As  to  the  parties:— the  immemorial  enjoyment  of 
a  privilege,  within  British  jurisdiction,  by  British 
subjects,  the  inhabitants  of  British  colonies,  could 
not"  well  be  considered  as  evidence  of  a  title  to  that 
privilege,  claimed  by  citizens  of  an  independent 
republic  residing  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  that  republic.  The  people  of  the  United  States, 
as  such,  could  have  claimed  no  special  privilege 
within  the  dominions  of  any  foreign  power,  from 
immemorial  usage,  in  1783,  wheo  the  longest  dura- 
tion of  their  own  existence  in  that  quality  was 
little  more,  at  the  utmost,  than  the  brief  period  of 
seven  years,  which  is  surely  not  beyond  the  memo- 
ry of  man,  fulira  memoriam  hoyninis.J  The  people 
of  the  United  States  had  never,  in  tact,  during  that 
period,  enjoyed  the  fishing  privilege  a  moment, 
being  effectually  prevented  therefrom  by  the  ex- 
isting  state  of  hostilities.  Nor  could  the  inhabitants 
of  the  colonies,  orifirinally  constituting  the  United 
States,  even  in  their  colonial  condition,  acquire 
against  their  sovereign  any  right  from  long  usage, 
or  the  mere  lapse  of  time,  fmillum  tempiis  regi  occur. 
rit.J  The  British  sovereign  was  always  competent 
to  regulate  or  to  restrain  them  in  their  commerce 
and  intercourse  with  each  other,  whenever  and 
however  he  might  think  proper.  And  had  he  for- 
bid his  subjects  in  the  province  of  Massachusetts 
bav,  to  fish",  and  to  dry  and  cuce  fish,  in  tlie  bays, 
harbors,  and  creeks  of  Labrador,  (which,  by  the 
way,  had  fint  immemorially  beIo?iged  to  him,)  it  is  not 
to  be  imagined  th.at  they  would  have  conceived 
themselves  discharged  from  the  obligation  of  sub- 
niitting,  on  account  of  any  pretended  right  from 
Immemorial  usage. 

The  fishing  privilege,  therefore,  enjoyed  by 
British  subjects,  withui  British  jurisdiction,  could 
give  no  permanent  and  independent  right  to  those 
S'^ibjects  ihemseltes,  and,  a  fortiori,  no  such  right 


to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  claiming  un-^ 
der  a  different  estate,  and  in  a  different  capacity. — 
Great  Britain  might,  indeed,  as  well  prescribe  for 
the  prerogatives  of  her  sovereignty  over  us,  as  we 
for  any  of  the  privileges  which  we  enjoyed  as  her 
subjects. 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  inquire  how  far  the 
practice  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  was  tTie 
practice  of  the  people  of  the  whole  original  thir- 
teen United  States,  or  of  the  United  States  now 
including  Louisiana;  or  how  far  the  immemorial 
usage  of  the  people  of  Boston  can  establish  a  pre- 
scriptive right  in  the  people  of  New  Orleans.  I 
trust  I  have  said  enough  to  shew  that  prescription 
is  inapplicable  to  the  parties. 

It  is,  also,  [conceive,  inapplicable  to  the  subject. 
Had  the  United  States,  as  an  independent  nation, 
enjoyed,  from  time  immemorial,  the  fishing  privi- 
lege in  question,  still,  from  the  nature  of  this  privi- 
lege, no  prescriptive  right  would  have  thence  been 
established.  A  right  to  fish,  or  to  trade,  or  to  do 
any  other  thing,  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  a  foreign  state,  is  a  simple  power,  a  right  of  mere 
ability,  fjus  mer,.e  faciiliatis,J  depending  on  the 
will  of  such  a  state,  and  consequently  imperscrip' 
lible.*  An  independent  right  can  be  derived  only 
from  treaty. 

I  conceive,  therefore,  that  a  claim  to  the  fishing 
privilege,  from  immemorial  usage,  is  not  only  un- 
supported by  the  fact,  but  cannot,  in  effect,  result 
from  such  usage. 

I  have,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  been  led  to 
conclude  that  the  treaty  of  1783,  in  relation  to  the 
fishing  liberty,  is  abrogated  by  the  war,  and  that 
this  liberty  is  totally  destitute  of  support  from  pre- 
scription, and,  consequently,  that  we  are  left  with- 
out any  title  to  it  whatsoever.  For,  I  cannot  pre- 
vail upon  myself  to  seek  for  such  a  title  in  the  rela- 
tive situation  of  the  parties,  at  the  time  of  negotiat- 
ing the  treaty  of  1783,  and  contend,  according  to 
the  insinuation  contained  in  our  letter  to  you  of 
the  25th  of  December  last,  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
Great  Britain,  over  the  colonies  assigned  to  her,  in 
America,  was  a  grant  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
tlie  United  States,  in  making  this  grant,  reserved  to 
themselves  the  privilege  in  question.  Such  a  preten- 
sion, however  lofty,  is  so  inconsistent  with  the  real  • 
circumstances  of  the  case,  any*  with  any  sober  con- 
struction which  can  he  given  to  that  treaty,  that  I 
shall,  I  trust,  be  excused  from  seriously  examining 
its  validity. 

Having  thus  stated  some  of  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced me  to  differ  in  opinion  from  a  majority  of  my 
colleagues,  relative  to  tiie  character  of  the  treaty 
of  1783,  as  well  as  with  regard  to  every  other  foun- 
dation on  which  they  were  disposed  inconsistently 
to  rest  our  title  to  the  iishing  privilege,  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  explain  the  reasons  which  influenced 
me  to  dissent  from  them  in  the  interpretation  of 
our  instructions  relative  to  that  privilege. 

These  instructions  forbid  us  to  permit  our  rights 
to  the  trade  oeyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  the 
fisheries,  and  to  Louisiana,  to  be  brought  into  dis- 
cussion. I  conceived  that  this  prohibition  extend- 
ed to  the  general  right?  only,  which  affected  our 
sovereignty  and  resulted  from  it,  and  not  the  spe- 
cial liberties  and  privileges,  which  had  no  relation 

••tj'Ia  Mr.  Russell's  letter  (the  duplicate)  occur 
a  few  errors,  (marked  thus*)  which  may  appear 
to  the  reader  to  be  typographical.  In  justice  to 
our  compositors,  it  may  be  proper  to  state,  that 
it  has  been  thought  proper  to  follow  our  copy 
HteraUv.  J^at.  Int.  ' 
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to  that  sovereignty,  either  as  to  its  nature  or  ex- 
tent. 

The  rig-ht  relative  to  the  trade  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  w»s  the  right  whicti  belonged  to  us 
as  an  independent  nation,  and  not  to  the  permis- 
sion of  trading  to  those  parts  of  the  East  Indies 
which  were  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
Great  Britain.  In  like  manner,  the  right  to  the  fishe- 
ries, contemplated  by  our  instructions,  was,  1  con- 
ceive, the  right  to  use  the  open  sea  for  fishuig  as 
w;ii!  as  for  navigation,  and  not  the  liberty  to  fish,  and 
to  cure  iish,  within  the  territorial  limits  of  any  fo- 
reign slste.  The  right  to  Louisiana,  which,  by 
those  instiuctions,  were  not  to  be  brought  into  dis- 
cussion, was  th3  right  to  the  empire  and  domain 
of  tliat  region,  and  not  the  right  of  excluding 
Gri  at  B;itaiii  from  tlie  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Kowfar  we  conformed  to  this  instruction,  with 
regard  to  the  general  ivght  to  Louisiana,  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary for  me  here  to  inquire;  but,  certainly,  the 
maj jrtcy  believed  tliemselves  to  be  permitted, 
their  own  construction  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing, to  oiicr  a  very  explicit  proposition,  with 
regard  to  liie  navigation  of  its  principal  river;  now, 
this  i.tFer  '-  coi.sider.  I,  for  the  reasons  just  suggest- 
ed, not  10  hr  a  violatikiM  >*"the  instructions  in  ques- 
tion, but  I  cousidered  it  to  be  against  both  the  let- 
ter and  the  spirit  of  our  other  instructions  of  the 
15ui  of  April,  1813.  f?y  these  instructions  we 
were  explicitly  and  implicitly  directed  '«to  avoid 
any  stipulation  which  might  restrain  the  United 
States  from  excluding  the  British  traders  from  the 
naviga'.ion  oi  the  lakes  and  rivers,  exclusively  -with- 
in our  o-wn  Jurisdiction."  This  instruction  applied 
with  greater  force  to  the  Mississippi,  because,  as  it 
is  believed,  it  was  the  only  river  to  which  it  could 
apply. 

While  I  believed,  therefore,  »that  we  were  per- 
mitted to  oHer  a  proposition  relative  to  the  fishing 
liberty;  and  that,  in  treating  concerningthis  liber- 
ty, or  in  discussing  our  claim  to  it,  we  in  no  way 
violated  our  instructions,  nor  affected  the  general 
rights  which  we  were  forbidden  to  bring  into  dis- 
cussion; I  did  believe,  and  do  still  believe,  that  we 
were  expressly  and  unequivocally  forbidden  to 
offer,  or  to  renew  a  stipulation  for  the  free  naviga- 
tion, by  the  British,  of  the  Mississippi,  a  river  with- 
in our  exclusive  jurisdiction. 

Considering,  therefore,  the  fishing  liberty  to  be 
entirely  at  an  end,  without  a  new  stipulation  for  its 
revival;  and  believing  that  we  were  entirely  free 
to  discuss  the  terms  and  conditions  of  such  a  supu- 
lation,  I  did  not  object  to  the  article  proposed  by 
us  because  any  article  on  the  subject  was  unneccs- 
sary,  or  contrary  to  our  instructions,  bull  objected 
specially  to  that  article,  because,  by  conceding  in  it, 
to  Great  Britain,  the  free  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, we  not  only  directly  violated  our  instruc- 
tions, but  we  offered,  in  my  estimation,  a  price 
much  above  its  value,  and  which  could  not  justly  be 
given. 

In  no  view  of  the  subject,  could  I  discover  any 
analogy  or  relation  between  the  two  objects;  and 
the  only  reason  for  connecting  them,  and  making 
them  mutual  equivalents  for  each  other,  appeared 
to  be,  because  they  were  Uoth  found  in  the  treaty 
of  1783.  If  that  treaty  was  abrogated  by  the  war, 
as  I  consider  it  to  have  been,  any  connection  be- 
tween its  parts  must  have  ceased,  and  the  liberty 
of  navigating  the  Mississippi,  by  British  subjects, 
must,  at  least,  be  completely  at  an  end,  for  it  will 
not,  I  trust,  be  attempted  to  continue  it  by  a  pre- 
scriptive title,  or  to  consider  it  as  a  reservc^ion  made 


by  the  United  States  from  any  grant  of  sovereignty, 
which,  at  the  treaty  of  peace,  they  accorded  to 
Great  Britain.  If,  indeed,  it  were  such  a  resena- 
tion,  it  must  have  been  intended  for  owr  6e7!(?/?f,  and 
of  course,  no  equivalent  for  the  fishing  privilege, 
likewise  for  our  benefit.  If  it  is  considered  as  a 
reservation  made  by  Great  Britain,  it  will  reverse 
all  the  facts  assumed  by  us  in  relation  to  that  privi- 
lege. 

The  </»')•(?  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  respecting 
the  fisheries,  and  the  eighth  of  that  treaty,  respect- 
ing the  Mississippi,  had  not  the  slightest  reference 
to  each  other,  and  were  placed  as  remote,  the  one 
from  the  other,  as  the  limits  of  that  treaty  could 
well  admit;  whatever,  therefore,  might  have  been 
the  cause  of  inserting  the  fishing  liberty,  whether 
it  was  a  voluntary  and  gratuitous  grant  on  the  part 
ot  Great  Britain,  or  extorted  from  her  as  a  condi- 
tion, on  which  the  peace  depended,  it  could  have 
had  no  relation  with  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi; besides,  the  article  relative  to  this  river 
must,  from  the  evident  views  of  the  parties  at  the 
time,  from  their  relations  to  each  other,  and  from 
their  known  relations  to  a  third  power,  have  been 
considered  of  mutual  and  equal  advantage,  and 
furnished  no  subject  for  compensation  or  adjust- 
ment in  any  other  provision  of  that  treaty. 

Both  parties  believed  that  this  river  touched  the 
territories  of  both,  and  that  of  course  both  had  a 
right  to  its  navigation.  As  Spain  possessed  both 
banks  of  this  river  to  a  considerable  distance  fron* 
its  mouth,  and  one  of  its  banks  nearly  throughout 
its  whole  extent,  both  parties  had  an  interest  iti 
uniting  to  prevent  that  power  from  obstructing  its 
navigation.  Had  not  the  article  been  intended  to 
engage  the  parties  in  relation  to  Spain,  they  proba- 
bly would  have  limited  it  to  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  so  f;ir  as  their  own  territories  extended  on  it, 
and  not  have  stipulated  fbt  its  navigation  to  the 
ocean,  which  necessarily  carried  it  through  the  ex- 
clusive territories  of  Spain.  If  the  circumstances 
had  been,  in  fact,  such  as  the  parties  at  the  time 
believed  them  to  be,  and  with  a  view  to  which  they 
acted,  or  had  these  circumstances  subsequently 
experienced  no  radical  change.  Great  Britain  would 
have  gained  now,  no  more  than  she  would  have 
granted  by  the  renewal  of  the  article  in  relation  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  would  not, 
any  more  than  in  1783.  have  acknowledged  any 
equivalent  to  be  conferred  by  it,  for  our  liberty  re- 
lative to  the  fisheries.  The  circumstances,  how- 
ever, assumed  by  the  parties  at  the  time,  in  relation 
to  Great  Britain,  and  from  which  her  rights  were 
deduced,  have  not  onlj',  in  part,  been  since  disco- 
vered not  to  have  e.\isted,  but  those  which  did 
exist  have  been  entirely  changed  by  subsequent 
events. 

It  has  been  clearly  ascertained  that  the  territo- 
ries assigned  to  Great  Britain,  no  where,  in  fact, 
reached  the  Mississippi;  and  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana,  by  the  United  States,  had  forever  remov- 
ed the  Spanish  jurisdiction  from  that  river.  The 
whole  consideration,  therefore,  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  whether  derived  from  her  territorial 
rights,  or  from  her  part  of  the  reciprocal  obliga- 
tions, relative  to  Spain,  having  entirely  failed,  our 
engagements,  entered  into  on  account  of  that  con* 
sideration,  may  be  fairly  construed  to  have  termi- 
nated with  it. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  Great  Britain  could 
have  no  title  to  the  navigation  of  tne  Mississippi, 
even  if  a  war  had  not  taken  place  between  the 
parties.  To  renew,  therefore,  the  claims  of  Great 
Britain,  uqder  that  article,  subject  to  tjiis  constru-v 
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tlon,  would  be  granting  her  nothing;  and,  to  renew 
that  article,  independent  of  this  construction,  and 
without  any  reference  to  the  circumstancea  that  at- 
tended its'oriijin  in  1783,  or  to  the  events  which 
have  since  occurred  in  relation  to  it,  would  be 
granting  her  advantages  not  only  entirely  unilateral, 
&s  relaics  to  the  article  itseU,  but,  as  I  believed,  ot 
much  greater  importance  than  any  which  we  could 
derive  Irom  the  liberty  relative  to  the  fisheries. 

If  the  article  which  we  oHered  wa3  merely  in- 
tended to  rescue  the  third  and  eighth  articles  of 
the  treaty  of  1783,  Irom  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
sent war,  and  to  continue  them  precisely  as  they 
were  immediately  prior  to  this  war,  the  third  arti- 
cle being  then  in  full  force,  and  the  eighth  article 
being  no  longer  operative,  we  should  have  attempt- 
ed to  exchange,  like  general  Drummond,  the  dead 
lor  the  living.  It  is  not  surprising  therefore,  that 
the  Hritisli  government,  in  suspecting  such  an  in- 
tention, should  have  rcjecteil  our  j.roposition. 

I  was  opposed,  however,  to  making  the  projKisl- 
tion,  not  only  because  I  was  convinced  that  it  was 
made  with  no  such  intention,  but  because  1  believ- 
ed it  would  givt  to  Great  Britain  tiie  tree  naviga- 
tion  of  the  Mississippi  under  circumstances,  and 
evidently  for  an  object,  which  would  place  it  on 
very  distinct  grounds  from  those  on  which  it  was 
placed  by  tli.e  treaty  of  1783. 

The  whole  of  the  Mississippi  being  now  exclu- 
sively within  the  acknowledged  jurisdictiQn  of  the 
United  States,  a  simple  rtnewal  ot  the  British  right 
to  navigate  it  would  place  that  right  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  v.  ar;  and  every  other  previous  circum 
stance  which  migiit  haveimpuirtu  or  terminated  it, 
and  the  riglit  to  grant,  on  our  part,  being  now  com- 
plete, the  right  to  enjoy,  on  the  part  of  <"reat  Bri- 
tain, must  be  complete  al.so.  It  would  be  absurd 
to  suppose  that  any  thing  impossible  was  intended, 
and  that  Great  Britain  was  to  be  allowed  to  navigate 
the  Mississippi,  only  as  slie  would  have  navigated 
it  immediately  alter  the  treaty  of  I7tiJ,  as  if  her 
territories  extended  to  it,  and  as  if  Spain  was  in 
the  entire  jiossession  of  one  of  its  banks,  and  of  a 
censiderable  portion  of  the  other. 

The  recognition  of  the  British  right  to  navigate 
the  Mississippi,  wmild  be,  under  existing  circum- 
stances,  a  new  and  complete  grant  lo  her,  measured 
b}'  these  circumstances,  and,  thence,  embracing 
not  only  the  entire  freedom  of  the  whole  extent  of 
the  river  and  its  tributary  waters,  but  unrestrained 
access  to  it  across  our  territories.  11  we  did  not 
intend  to  oiler  this,  we  intended  to  otter  nothing 
which  Great  Britain  could  accept;  and  whatever 
else  we  might  have  intended  to  ofier,  if  not  at  once 
rejected  by  her,  would  at  least  have  betn,  hereaf- 
ter, the  subject  of  new  and  endless  controversy. 

AVhen,  however,  we  connected  the  revival  ot  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  with  the  revival  of 
the  privilege  of  taking  and  curing  fish  within  the 
British  jurisdiction,  two  tilings  which  never  before 
had  any  relation  to  each  other,  we  evidently  meant, 
if  we  acted  with  good  faith,  not  only  lo  concede, 
as  well  as  to  obtain  something,  but  also  to  be  under- 
stood as  conceding  an  equivalent  for  what  we  ob- 
tained. ^^ 

In  thus  offering  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  access  to  it  through  our  territories,  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  tishing  liberty,  we  not  only  placed 
both  on  ground  entirely  different  from  that  on 
wliich  they  respectively  stood  in  the  treaty  of  1783, 
and  acted  somewhat  inconsistently  with  our  own 
reasoning,  relative  to  the  origin  and  immortality  of 
the  lattei',  but  we  ofi'ered  to  concede  mush  more 


From  the  year  1783,  to  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war,  the  actudl  advantages  derived  from 
the  fishing  privilege  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  were,  according  to  the  best  information  that 
we  could  obtain  on  the  subject,  very  inconsidera- 
ble, and  annually  experiencing  a  voluntary  dimi- 
nution. 

It  was  discovered  that  the  obscurity  and  humidity 
of  the  atmosphere,  owing  to  almost  incessant  fogs 
in  the  high  northern  latitudes,  where  this  privilege 
was  chiefly  located,  prevented  the  eftectual  curing' 
of  fish  in  those  regions,  and,  consequently,  lessen- 
ed very  much  the  value  of  the  privilege  of  taking 
them  there.  By  far  the  greatest  part  of  the  fish 
taken  by  our  fishermen,  before  the  present  war, 
was  taken  in  the  open  aea,  or  on  our  own  coast,  and 
cured  on  our  shores.  This  branch  of  the  fisheries 
has  been  found  to  be  inexliaustible,  and  has  been 
pursued  with  so  much  more  certainty  and  despatch, 
tlian  the  privileged  portion  within  British  jurisdic- 
tion, that  it  has  not  only  been  generally  preferred 
by  our  fishermen,  hut  would,  probably,  on  longer 
experience,  have  been  almost  universally  used  by 
them  It  was  to  be  believed,  therefore,  that  a  dis- 
continuance of  the  privilege  of  taking  and  curing 
fish  v.'ithin  the  British  jurisdiction,  would  not  at  ail 
diminish  the  aggregate  quantity  taken  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  or  vary  materially  the  de- 
tails of  the  business. 

That  part  of  the  fisheries  which  would  still  be- 
long to  us  a  nation,  being  exhaustless,  would  aiibrd 
an  ample  field  for  all  the  capital  and  industry 
hitherto  employed  in  the  general  business  of  fish- 
ing, or  merchandise  of  fish;  and  on  that  field  might 
the  few  fishermen,  who  had  hitherto  used  the 
liberty  of  taking  and  curing  fish  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Great  Britain,  e.'^ert  their  skill  and  labor 
without  any  serious  inconvenience,      i 

That  liberty,  liable,  to  a  very  considerable  de- 
gree, by  the  terms  in  which  it  was  granted,  to  be 
curtailed  by  the  government  and  subjects  of  a  fo- 
reign state,  already  growing  into  voluntary  disuse 
by  our  own  citizens,  on  account  of  the  difficulties 
inseperable  from  it,  and  absolutely  incapable  of 
extension,  was  totally  unnecessary  to  us  tor  sub- 
sistence or  occupation,  and  afforded,  in  no  honest 
way,  either  commercial  facility  or  political  advan- 
tage. Ih^  privilege,  too,  while  it  was  thus  of  little 
and  precarious  utility  to  us,  cost  Great  Britain  lite- 
rally notliiiirr. 

The  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  with  the 
necessary  access  to  it,  is  a  grant  of  a  very  differ- 
ent character.  If  it  was  not,  heretofore,  used  by 
Great  Britain,  it  was,  perhaps,  because  she  did  not 
consider  herself  entitled  to  it,  or  because  the  cir. 
cumstances  of  the  moment  suspended  its  practical 
utility.  The  treaty  of  1783  stipulated  for  her  the 
navigation  of  this  river,  under  the  presumption  that 
fier  territories  extended  to  it,  and,  of  course,  could 
not  intend  to  give  her  access  to  it  through  our  ter- 
ritories. The  British  possessions  to  the  westward 
of  lake  Erie  being  almost  entirely  unsettled,  ren- 
dered, perhaps,  the  free  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, for  the  moment,  of  little  advant.ige  to  her, 
particularly  as  her  right  to  reach  it  was,  at  least, 
equivocal,  and,  as  by  auother  treaty,  she  could  carsy 
on  trade  with  our  Indians.  This  navigation  might, 
indeed,  for  a  long  time  to  come,  be  of  little  use  to 
her  for  all  the  Icgiiimate  purj^oses  of  transit  and  in- 
tercourse, but  every  change  that  could  take  place 
in  this  respect  must  increase  its  importance  to  her, 
while  every  change  in  the  fishing  liberty  must  bn 


than  we  could  hope  to  gain  by  the  arrangement.   J  to  the  disadvajitage  of  the  United  Stages 
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The  freedom  of  navig'ating'the  Mississippi,  how- 
ever, is  not  to  be  estimated  by  the  mere  legitimate 
uses  that  would  be  made  of  it.  The  unrestrained 
and  andefined  access  which  would  have  been  infer- 
red from  the  article  which  we  proposed,  must  have 
placed  in  thehandsof  G.  Britain  and  her  subjects  all 
the  facilities  of  communication  witli  our  own  citi- 
zens and  with  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  immense 
regions  of  our  western  territory.  It  is  not  in  the 
nature  of  things  that  these  facilities  should  not  have 
been  abused  for  unrighteous  purposes.  A  vast  field 
for  contraband  and  for  intrigue  would  have  been 
laid  open,  and  our  western  territories  would  have 
swarmed  with  British  smugglers  and  British  emis- 
saries. The  revenue  would  have  been  defrauded 
by  the  illicit  introduction  of  English  merchandise, 
and  the  lives  of  our  citizens,  and  the  security  of  a 
valuable  portion  of  our  country,  would  have  been 
exposed  to  Indian  hostility,  excited  by  an  uncontrol- 
led British  influence. 

If  our  instructions  of  the  15th  April,  1813,  alrea- 
dy cited,  forbid  us,  in  order  to  guard  against  such 
an  influence,  to  renew  the  treaty  of  1794,  "allow- 
ing the  North  West  Company  and  British  traders 
to  carry  on  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  our 
limits,  a  privilege  the  pernicious  effects  of  which 
have  been  mnst  sensibly  fell  in  the  present  war,"  we 
certainly  violated  the  spirit  of  those  instructions  in 
oflTering  the  means  of  exercising  that  influence  with 
still  greater  facility  and  effect  than  would  result 
from  that  privilege. 

What  was  there  in  the  fishing  liberty,  either  of 
gain  to  us  or  loss  to  Great  Britain,  to  warrant,  in 
consideration  of  it,  a  grant  to  her  of  such  means  of 
fraud  and  annoyance?  What  justice  or  equality 
was  there  in  exposing  to  all  the  horrors  of  savage 
warfare  the  unoffending  citizens  of  an  immense 
tract  of  territory,  not  at  all,  or  but  faintly,  benefit- 
ted by  the  fishing  privilege,  merely  to  provide  for 
the  doubtful  accommodation  of  a  few  fishermen, 
annually  decreasing  in  number,  in  a  remote  quar- 
ter, and  entirely  exempt  from  the  danger?  Such 
have  been  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  differ 
from  a  majority  of  my  colleagues,  with  regard  to 
the  article  in  question,  and  which,  I  trust,  will  be 
deemed  sufficient,  at  least,  to  vindicate  my  motives. 

The  unfeigned  respect  which  I  feel  for  the  inte- 
grity, talents,  and  judgment  of  those  gentlemen, 
would  restrain  me  from  opposing  them  on  slight 
grounds,  and  a  deference  for  their  opinions  makes 
me  almost  fear  that  I  have  erred  in  dissenting  from 
them  on  the  present  occasion.  I  can  but  rejoice, 
Jiowever,  that  the  article,  as  proposed  by  us,  was 
rejected  by  Great  Britain,  whatever  were  her  rea- 
sons for  rejecting  it;  whether,  as  above  suggested, 
she  might  have  suspected  some  tacit  reservation, 
or  want  of  faith,  on  our  part,  or  supposed,  from 
the  price  we  at  once  bid  for  the  fishing  privilege, 
that  we  overrated  its  value,  and  might  concede  for 
it  even  more  than  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, with  all  its  accessary  advantages. 

Let  me  not,  in  any  thing  which  I  have  said,  be 
misunderF^ood.  In  judging  on  the  interests  of 
the  great  whole,  lam  not  disposed  to  undervalue 
the  interests  on  any  of  the  constituent  parts.  No 
one  can  more  highly  appreciate  than  I  do  a  branch 
of  industry  which  not  only  adds  to  national  wealth, 
but  seems  to  create  it.  Nor  can  any  one  more 
warmly  admire  the  usefulness  and  patriotism  of 
those  citizens  who  are  engaged  in  it,  and  who 
have  never  ceased  to  deserve  well  of  the  republic. 


In  times  of  peace  they  bring  home,  amidst  con- 
flicting elements,  the  treasures  of  the  deep  to  en- 
rich their  country;  and  in  times  of  war  they  con- 
tribute, by  their  skill  and  intrepidity,  to  her  de- 
fence and  glory.  But,  in  our  country,  where  all 
are  equal,  the  essential  security  and  prosperity  of 
the  many  must  be  preferred  to  the  convenience 
and  minor  interests  of  the  few.  In  giving  this 
preference,  I  will  frankly  confess  I  had  to  silence 
early  prepessions*  and  local  predilections,  and 
to  listen  to  the  councils  of  a  more  enlarged  pa- 
triotism; and  to  this  patriotism  I  dare  appeal  for 
my  vindication,  not  only  with  those  to  whom  I  am 
officially  responsible  but  with  those  with  whom  I 
am  more  immediately  connected  in  society,  and 
whose  interests  may  be  considered  to  have  been 
unfavorably  affected  by  the  views  which  I  have 
deemed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  adopt.  I  have  always 
been  wiUing  to  make  any  sacrifice  for  the  fishing 
pi-ivilege  which  its  nature  or  comparative  import- 
ance  could  justify;  but  I  conscientiously  befieve 
that  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
the  access  to  it  which  we  expressly  offered,  were 
pregnant  with  too  much  mischief  to  be  offered, 
indirectly,  under  our  construction  of  the  treaty; 
or,  directly,  as  they  were  in  fact  offered,  as  a  new 
equivalent  for  the  liberty  of  taking  and  drying 
fish  within  the  British  jurisdiction. 

I  will  frankly  avow,  however,  that  my  impres. 
sions  were,  and  still  are,  that  Great  Britain,  calcu- 
lating on  the  success  of  the  powerful  expedition 
which  she  has  sent  against  New  Orleans,  confident- 
ly expected  that  she  would  have  become  the  mis- 
tress of  Louisiana  and  all  its  waters;  and  that  she 
did  not,  in  this  event,  intend  to  abandon  her  con- 
quest under  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

Her  ministers  had,  almost  from  the  commence" 
ment  of  the  negociation,  not  only  affected  to  con- 
sider our  acquisition  of  Louisiana  as  evidence  of 
a  spirit  of  aggrandizement,  but  insinuated  a  defect 
in  our  title  to  it.  Expecting,  therefore,  to  obtain 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  for  nothing, 
she  would  not  consent  to  part  even  with  the  fish- 
ing liberty  as  an  equivalent.  If  she  be  disappoint- 
ed in  her  views  on  Louisiana,  and  I  trust  in  God 
and  the  valor  of  the  west  that  she  will  be,  I  shall 
not  be  surprised  if,  hereafter,  she  grants  us  the 
fishing  privilege,  which  costs  her  absolutely  no- 
thing, without  any  extravagant  equivalent  what- 
ever. 

At  any  rate,  we  are  still  at  liberty  to  negociate 
for  that  privilege  in  a  treaty  of  commerce,  and  to 
offer  for  it  an  equivalent,  fair  in  its  comparative 
value,  andjustinits  relative  effects;  and  to  negor 
ciateforit  in  this  way  is  evidently  more  wise  than 
to  demand  it  as  a  condition  of  peace,  or  to  offer  for 
it  a  price  beyond  its  worth,  and  which,  however  ex- 
cessive, runs  the  hazard  of  being  refused,  merely 
by  the  operation  of  those  unaccommodating  pas- 
sions which  are  inevitably  engendered  by  a  atate 
of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  profound  ,| 
respect,  sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

Hon.  Ja]>tes  MoxnoK, 

Secretury  of  state  of  the  United  States. 

A  true  copy  of  a  paper  left  by  Jonathan  Russel!, 
esq.  at  the  department  of  state,  22d  April,ll822, 
to  be  communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States.  J.  Q.  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  state. 
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T!;ee(litori:ii  and  miscellHneousiPHiter  isllirown 
b:ick.  to])fi£:^e  220,  lo  prevent  a  break  in  llie  "Dip- 


JotTialic  controversy." 


fiemml-s,  by  the  secretarti  of  state,  on  a  paper  deliver- 
ed itj  Mr.  Jonathan  livssell  at  the  department  of 
siiite,  on  the  22d  vf  .Qprit,  1822, 
To  \)ii  commiinic:i»ett  to  tlie  liouse  of  rejiresenta- 
ti^es,  as  the  duplicate  of  a  letter  written  by  liim 
at  Pi'.ris,  tlie  lltii  of  February,  1815,  to  the' then 
secretary  of  state,  and  as  the  letter  called  for  by 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  19lli  of  Aprd,1822. 
'i  be  first  remark  thai  presents  itself  upon  this 
<h:pln:oi-'-,  is,  that  it  is  iwt  a  copy  of  a  letter  really 
V  -itteri  by  Mr.  Riisseli,  at  Paris,  on  the  11th  cf  Fe- 
1    'lary,  1815,  to  tlie  secretary  of  state,  and  receiv- 
i  i ;  by  him.     The  letter  was  marked  "privnie,^'  and, 
as  sMcii,  was  not  upon  the  files  of  the  department 
f-  of  state;  and,  althou^-h  of  the  same  gctierai  pur- 
pon  STid  tenor  with  the  so  called  duplicate,  differed 
from  it  in  several  hig'bly  signiricant  passages,  of 
.  which  the  following  parali'=-ls,  extracted  from  the 
t^vo  pap.rs,  presents  one  example: 


onir.ixAL. 
f'tiov.'  hir  we  coi^iform- 
e.l  to  this  instruction, 
v/itb  regard  to  the  srene- 
ral  riglit  to  Louisiana,  it 
is  not  nscessary  for  ir.e 
bere  to  ir.q'.'ire;  bntcer- 
taiidy  tiie  m.ajoiity  be- 
lieye<!  ihemselves  per- 
mitted to  offer  a  very  ex- 
plicit proposition  with 
regard  to  ilie  navigation 
of  iis  principal  rivrr.  / 
helitved  xuilh  '.hem,  thnt  wc 
were  so  pcrtri'.ted,  and  that 
v;e  weje,  likewise,  per- 
mitted to  oOer  a  propo- 
sition relative  to  the  fish- 
ing liberty,  and,  had  the 
occasion  required  it,  to 
make  preposalscoix^ern- 
ing  the  trade  to  t!io  Bri- 
tish East  Indies,  i  was 
persi:aded,  tl.u'  treating 
relative  to  these  privi- 
leges,  or  cisrussing  the 
oblipation  or  expedien- 
cy of  gtanting  or  with- 
holding  them,  respec- 
tively, violated,  in  no 
way,  our  instructions,  or 
affected  the  ger.f.ral 
rights  which  we  were 
foibidden  to  bring  into 
discussion." 


Vot.  :xxi7. —  ri-. 


TUTPf.TCATE. 

<'Hovv  far  we  conform- 
ed to  this  instruction, 
with  regard  to  the  gene- 
ral right  to  Louisiana,  it 
is  not  necessary  for  me 
here  to  inquire;  but  cer- 
tainly the  majority  be- 
lieved themselves  to  be 
permitted,  their  own 
construction  to  the  con 
trary  Jiotwithstanding, 
to  offer  a  very  explicit 
proj-'osition  v.  it'i  regnrd 
to  the  navigation  of  its 
principal  river.  Now, 
this  ofl'er  I  considered, 
for  the  reasons  just  sug-- 
gested,  not  to  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  iwstructions 
in  question,  but  1  consi- 
dered it  to  be  against 
bith  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  of  our  other  in- 
structions  of  the  15lh  of 
April,  1813.  By  these 
ii'structions,  we  n  e re  ex- 
plicitly and  inr  plicitlydi- 
rected  'to  avoid  any  sti- 
'  pulation  which  might 
'  restrain  the  U.  States 
« i'rom  exrhtdincr  the  Rri- 
« tish  traders  from  the 
« navigation  of  the  lakf  s 
« and  rivers,  exclusivefy 
•  within  oiir  own  jurisdic- 
*tion.*  This  instruction 
applied  with  tlie  greater 
force  to  the  Mississippi, 
because,  asit  isbelieved, 
it  was  the  07dy  river  to 
which  it  could  apply. 

"V^hile     I     believed, 
therefore,  that  we,  v.'ere 
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permitted  to  offer  a  pro- 
position relative  to  the 
fishing  liberty,  and  that 
in    treating  concerning 
this  liberty,  or  in  discuss, 
ing  our  claim  to  it,  we 
in  no  way  violated  our 
instructions,  nor  affect- 
ed   the   general    rights 
which  we  vteve  forbid- 
den to  bring  into  discus- 
siori,  I  did  believe,  and 
do  still  believe,  that  we 
were  expressly  and  une- 
quivocally forbidden  to 
offer,  or  to  renew,  a  sti- 
pulation for  the  free  na- 
vigation, by  the  British, 
of  the  Mississippi,  a  ri- 
ver within  our  exclusive 
jurisdiction." 
It  is  here  seen  that,  v/hile  in  the  original  letter 
Mr.  Russell  did,  with  the  majority  of  his  colleagues, 
belie\-e  that  we  were  permitted  by  our  instructions 
to  make  the  proposition  with  regard  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi,  as  well  as  the  proposition 
relative  to  the  fishing  liberty,  he  had,  when  writing 
the  duplicate,  brought  himself  to  the  belief,  not 
otdy  that  we  were  not  so  permitted,  but  that  he 
had,  even  at  Ghent,  considered  it  as  a  direct  viola- 
tion both  of  tlie  letter  and  spirit  of  our  explicit  and 
implicit  instructions  of  15th  April,  1813.     The  so- 
lution of  thisdiffv-ience  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Russell, 
between  the  writing  of  the  original  and  the  dupli- 
cate of  his  letter,  may  be  found   in  this  circum- 
stance: The  proposition  relating  to  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  fishery,  was  made  to  the 
British  plenipotentiaries  on  the  1st  of  December, 
1814.  It  had  been  discussed  at  the  meetings  of  the 
American  mission,  on  the  preceding  28th  and  29th 
of  November.     On  the  24th  of  that  month^  the 
American  plenipotentiaries  had  received  a  letter 
of  instructions  from  the  secretary  of  state,  dated 
19th  October,  1814,  and  cotitaining  the  followinjj 
passages: 

"  It  has  been  judged  proper  to  communicate  to 
"congress  so  much  of  the  instructions  given  to  you 
«'  by  this  department,  as  would  show  the  terms  on 
"  which  you  were  authorized  to  make  peace. — 
"These,  as  well  as  your  communications,  have 
"  been  printed,  and  several  copies  are  now  forward- 
"ed  to  you,  as  it  is  believed  they  may  be  usefully 
"  disposed  of  in  Europe.  Should  any  circumstance 
"have  unexpectedly  prolonged  the  negociation, 
"  and  you  fiiitl  the  British  commissioners  disposed 
"  to  agrte  to  the  status  ante  belbim,  you  will  under- 
"  stand  that  you  are  authorized  to  make  it  the  basis 
"  of  a  treaty." 

Now.  \.\\c  stains  ante  belhcm,  upon  which  we  wert^ 
thus  expressly  and  unequivocally  permitted  to  con- 
clude a  treaty,  included  not  only  the  recognition 
of  the  entire  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  but  the  re- 
vival of  the  first  ten  articles  of  the  treaty  of  179^1; 
not  only  the  freedom  to  the  British  to  navigate  the 
Mississippi,  but  free  ingress  intg  car  territories, 
ami  free  trade  wil^  nfr  fRdltn!.     Aiid  so  enth'elv 
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was  that  part  of  tlie  instructions  of  15lh   April,    section  of  the  union,  they  would  doubtless  have  fel<- 

1813,  now  cited  by  Mr,  Russell,  considered  by  the  '  that  its  contents  called  much  more  forcibly  upon 
presideiit  as  cancelled,  that  it  was  omitted  from  .  them  to  justify  to  their  own  g^overnment  them- 
that  copy,  which  had  been  communicated  to  con-  selves,  and  their  motives  for  making-  that  proposal, 
gress,  of  "so  much  of  the  instructions  as  would  than  Mr.  Kussell  could  be  called  upon  to  jusldy 
show  the  terms  on  which  we  were  authorized  to  i  himself  for  merely  iiavingbeen  in  the  minority  up- 
make  peace,"  and  of  which  several  printed  copies  on  the  question  whether  an  article  should  be  pro- 
were  thus  forwarded  to  us.  fSee  Wane's  Slate  Pa-  \  posed,  which  lie  did  actually  concur  in  proposing-, 
pers,  vol.  9,  p.  339— 358.  )  and  which  the  adverse  party  had  not  thoug-ht  worth 

It  was  scarcely  possible  that,  within  the  compass  'accepting. 
of  one  week,   Mr.  Russell  should  have  forgotten        The  writer  of  these  remarks  is  not  authorized 
the  receipt  of  the  instructions  of  I9th   October,  j  to  speak  for  his  colleagues  of  the  majority;  one  of 

1814,  fresh  from  Washington;  nor  at  all  possible  '  whom  is  now  alike  oeyond  the  reach  of  censure 
that  he  should  have  considered  us  as  then  bound  and  panegyric;  and  the  other,  well  able,  when  he 
by  the  instruction  of  loth  April,  1813,  to  which,  in  shall  meet  this  disclosure,  to  defend  himself.  But 
bis  duplicate,  he  now  so  emphatically  refers.  1  he  i  he  believes  of  them  what  he  affirms  of  hiinself,  that, 
11th  of  February,  1815,  was  yet  so  recent  to  the  had  they  entertained  of  the  projected  article,  and 
date  of  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  th:it,  in  writ  of  the  argument  maintained  by  the  mission,  the 
jng  the  original  of  his  letter,  the  recollection  of  the  I  sentiments  avowed  in  either  of  the  variations  of 
jjew  instructions  of  October,  1 814,  had  doubtless  Mr.  Russell's  letter  from  Paris,  no  consideration 
not  escaped  him.  But  when  the  duplicate  was  writ-  would  have  induced  them  to  concur  in  proposing  it, 
ten,  other  views  had  arisen;  and  their  aspects  are  or  to  subscribe  their  names  to  a  paper  declaring 
discovered  in  the  aggravation  of  charges  against   that  they  had  no  objection  to  it. 

Still  less,  if  possible,  would  they  have  thought  it 
reconcil.  able  with  their  duty  to  their  country,  had 


the  memory  of  a  dead,  and  the  character  of  living 
colleagues. 

But  whether  the  real  sentiments  of  Mr.  Russell  they  entertained  those  sentiments,  to  have  subscrib- 
at  Pans,  on  the  lllh  of  Febuary,  1815,  with  r-.gard  ed,  on  the  25th  of  December,  1814,  the  joint  Ut- 
to  the  tratisactions  to  which  this  passage  relates,  ter  of  the  mission  to  the  secretary  of  state,  ali-.-ady 
are  to  be  taken  as  indicated  in  the  original,  or  in  ;  communicated  to  congress,  and  on  the  sanie  day  to 
the  duplicate,  certain  it  is  that  the  vehement  ob-  jhave  written  the  separate  and  secret  letl  r,  foic- 
jrctions  to  the  proposed  article,  which,  in  the  du  I  announcing  that  of  11th  of  Februar)',  1815,  from 
plicate,  api)ear  to  have  made  so  deep  an  impression  Paris 
on  his  mind,  had  as  little  been  made  known  to  his 
colleagues  at  the  time  of  the  discussions  at  Ghent, 
as  they  ap()ear  to  have  been  to  himself  when  writ- 


I 


I 


ing  the  onqi7ial  of  the  same  letter, 

The  proposal  to  which  the  whole  of  Mr.  Russell's 
letter,  in  both  its  various  readings,  relates,   was 


Besides  the  memorable  variation  between  the 
original  and  duplicate  of  the  letter  of  11th  of 
February,  1815,  which  has  been  exnibited  in  pa- 
rallel passages  extracted  from  them,  there  are 
others  not  less  remarkable.  In  the  course-  of 
the  duplicate,  iht.-  total  and  unqualified  abandon- 
made  to  the  British  plenipotentiaries,  not  by  a  ma-  ;  mcnt  of  the  rii;lus  of  the  poor  fishermen  is  com* 
jouty,  but  by  the  whole  of  the  American  mission,  pc-nsatedby  an  eloquent  panegyric  upon  their  use- 
ii.cluuing  Mr.  Russell,  as  may  beseen  by  the  proto-  fulness  to  the  country,  their  hardy  industry,  their 
col  of  the  conference  of  the  1st  December,  1814,  magnanimous  enterprizi^,  and  their  patriotic  self, 
and  by  the  letter  from  the  American  to  the  British  i  devotion.     Little  of  this  appears  in  the  original, 

and  thai  little  in  the  after-thought  of  a  postscript. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  diipiicale,  the  spirit  of 
prophecy  takes  possession  of  the  writer.  By  his 
"trust  in  God,  and  in  the  valor  of  the  west,"  he 
foresees  the  victory  of  general  Jackson  at  N  w 
Orleans.  He  foresees  the  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  of  October,  1818. 
In  the  original  there  is  no  prophecy — no  "trust  in 
God,  and  in  the  valor  of  the  west." 

With  all  these  varieties,  the  two  copies  of  the 
letter  form  an  elaborate  and  deeply  meditated  dis•^ 
sertation  to  prove: 

1.  That  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  of  1783,  the  treaty  which  upon' 
its  face  is  a  treaty  of  independence,  a  treaty 
of  boundaries,  a  treaty  of  partition,  as  well  as 
a  treaty  of  peace — was,  in  nis  estimation,  all 
his  signatures  at  Ghent  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding-, a  mere  treaty  of  peace,  totally 
abrogated  by  the  war  of  1812. 

2.  That  the  same  treaty  was  a  treaty  sui  generis, 
consisting  of  two  parts:  one  of  rights  apper- 
taining  to  sovereignty  and  independence;  and 
the  other,  of  special  grants  and  privileges;  of 
which  the  former  were  permanent,  and  the 
latter  abrogated  by  the  war. 

5.  That  the  principles  assumed,  andthe  argument 

maintained,  by  the  majority  of  the  Ghent  mis- 

sion,  and  to  which  he  had  subscribei!  his  name 

in  all  the  joint  communications  of  th.e  mission, 

I       as  w^l)  to  tbQ  MritlsU  plenipotentiaries  as  to  his 


plenipotentiaries,  of  14th  December,  1814.  In 
that  letter,  already  communicated  to  the  house,  the 
American  plenipotentiaries,  referring  to  the  arti- 
cle in  question,  expressly  say:  "To  such  an  article, 
winch  they  viewed  as  merely  declaratory,  the  un- 
dersigned  had  no  objection,  and  have  oHeredto  ac 
cede:"  and  to  that  letter  the  name  of  Mr.  Russell 
is  subscribed. 

At  the  time  when  the  letter  from  Paris  was  writ- 
ten, or  within  a  few  days  thereafter,  all  the  col- 
leagues, whose  conduct  it  so  severely  censures,  in 
relation  to  measures  to  which  Mr.  Russell's  sane 
tion  and  signature  stood  equally  pledged  with  their 
own,  were  at  Paris,  and  in  habits  of  almost  daily 
intercourse  with  •iiim.  They  little  suspetted  the 
coloring  which  he  was  privately  giving,  without 
communic  ation  of  it  to  them,  of  their  conduct  and 
opinions,  ti;  the  heads  of  the  govtrnment,  by  whom 
he  and  they  had  been  jointly  emph  yed  in  a  pub. 
lie  trust  of  transcendant  importance;  or  the  uses  to 
which  this  denunciation  of  them  Was  afterwards  to 
be  turned 

Had  the  existence  of  this  letterfrom  Paris  been, 
at  the  time  when  it  was  written,  known  to  the  ma- 
jority of  the  mission,  at  whose  proposal  this  oH'cr 
had  been  made;  to  that  majority  who  believed  that 
the  article  was  perfectly  compatible  with  their  in 
structions,  consistent  with  the  argument  maintain- 
ed by  the  mission,  important  for  securing  a  very 
essential  portion  of  the  rig'-t  to  the  fisheries,  and 
in  no  wise  affecting  uafovoxably  tUe  uiiepest  of  anj 
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own  governmtnt,  were  a  mass  of  errors,  incon- 
sistencies, and  absurdities, 

4.  That  ihe  offer  to  the  Biilish  plenipotentiaries 
of  a  right  to  the  British  to  navij^ate  the  Missis- 
sippi, was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority,  and 
also  in  his  own  opir.icn,  permitted  by  our  in- 
structions, and  ill  no  wa;s violated  Ihem. 

5.  Tliat  the  same  ofier  was  directly  contrary  to 
the  construction  given  by  the  majority  to  their  j 
instructions,  and,  as  he  had  always  thouglu, 
and  still  thought,  contrary  to  explicit  and  im- 
plicit, express  and  unqualified  piohibitions,  in 
those  instructions. 

6.  That  tlie  ofier  of  tlie  ri;^ht  to  navigate  the  Mis- 
sissippi, as  an  equivalent  for  the  hsheiies,  was 
the  offer  of  an  excessive  price  tor  a  privilege 
woith  little  or  notliing. 

7.  Ihat,  extravagant  as  that  offer  (to  which  he 
signed  a  letter  declaiing  tliat  he  fiad  no  objec- 
tion) was,  it  was  rt-jected  by  the  adverse  jjar- 
ly;  because  they  thought  it  an  oH'er  of  tlie 
dead  for  Ifie  living;  or  because  they  hoped  to 
get  still  more  for  llie  worthless  piivilege;  or 
because  they  expected  to  t.dce  and  keep  Loui- 
siana, and  thus  get  the  navigation  of  tlic  Mis- 
sissippi for  nothing;  or  because  they  were 
blinded  by  the  unliappy  p-assions  incident  to 
war;  but  that  hejbiesao)  that  they  would  utuE 
AF-rER  grunt  ail  the  valuable  part  of  the  same 
worthless  privilege  for  nothing. 

3.  That  tliere  was  no  sort  of  relation  whatsoever 
between  a  privilege  for  the  British  to  navigate 
in  waters  witliin  our  jurisdiction,  and  a  privi- 
lege for  us  to  fish  in  waters  v^ilhin  British  ju- 
risaiction;  because  one  of  these  privileges  had 
been  stipulated  in  the  tLird,  and  the  otiier  in 
the  eigiiCh  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783;  and, 
therefore,  that  it  was  absurd  to  offer  one  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  other. 
9.  Lastly,  that  the  offer  to  the  British  of  the  right 
to  na\i);ate  the  Mississippi,  was  pregnant  with 
miscliief  to  the  western  country— to  ^nhe  unof- 
*' ftiiidiKg  ciiizena  of  an  immense  tract  of  terri- 
"  tory,  net  at  all,  or  but  faintly  benehtted  by 
"  the  fishing  privilege,  merely  to  provide  for 
"  the  duubtiul  accommodation  of  a  few  fisher 
"  men,  annually  decreasing  in  number,  in  a  re- 
'<  niotc  quarter,  and  entirely  exempt  from  the 
"danger." 
Upon  most  of  these  points,  so  far  as  argument  is 
concerned,  it  miglU,  upon  tlie  mere  state  of  Mr. 
Russell's  |5ositions,  be  left  to  his  ingenuity  to  refute 
itself.     His  first  and  second  points,  with  regard  to 
the  charact'T  oi"  the  treaty  of  1783,  considered  as 
doclrioe>,   a  e    evidently    inconsistent   with   each 
other.     Tne  variation  between  the  original  and  du- 
plicate of  his  letter  upon  the  fourtii  and  fifth  points, 
is  something  more  than  inconsistency;  something 
more  even  than  self  contradiction.  Tlie  v/hole  let 
ter  is  a  laborious  tissue  of  misrepresentation  of  eve- 
ry part  of  its  subjects;  of  the  conduct  and  sentiments 
of  ins  colleagues  whoconstituted  the  majorityofthc 
mission;  and  of  his  c.vn  conduct  and  sentiments  in 
opp'.'Sition  to  them.     It  substantially  charges  them 
with  deliberate  and  wanton  vioiaiioii,  in  the  face  of 
his  solemn  war  .ing,  of  the  po.*iiive  and  unequivo- 
cal i.'^s^t ructions  of  their  governiiitnt,  for  tue  sake 
of  sacrificing  the  interest,  the  peace,  the  comforta- 
ble existence  of  the  whole  western  country,  to  the 
doubtful  accommodation  of  a  few  eastern   fisher 
mpn,  and  in  support  of  a  claim  to  which  they  had 
not  the  sb.udow  of  a  right. 

i  say  it  IS  a  tissue  of  misrepresentations — of  the 
ibject,  of  Tbe  cor.dtict  and  scntimen'.?  of  bis  col- 


leagues, and  of  his  own  conduct  in  op  position  to 
them. 

1.  Of  the  subject.  Mr.  Russell  represents  the 
offer  of  an  article,  granting  to  the  Britisli  the  right 
of  navigating  the  Mississippi  as  an  equivalent  foP 
the  grant  of  a  fisinng  privilege  in  British  jurisdic- 
tion, as  if  it  had  been  a  separate  and  insulated  pro- 
))osal  of  new  grants,  in  a  distinct  article,  without 
reference  to  the  state  of  the  negociation  at  the 
time  when  it  was  made,  to  the  occasion  upon  which 
it  was  made,  and  to  the  considerations  by  which  it 
was  induced. 

Mr.  Russell  represents  the  article  as  if  offered 
under  circumstances,'  when  it  was  by  both  parties 
acknowledged  that  tlie  Britisli  had  no  claim  to 
territory,  to  the  Jllississippi.  This  is  a  direct  and 
pesllive  perversion  of  the  whole  statement  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Russell  represents  the  offer  of  a  right  to  na- 
vigate the  Mississippi,  and  of  access  to  it  from  the 
Bniish  territories,  as  general  and  unqualiiicd;  as 
giving  access  to  British  traders  and  British  emis- 
saries to  every  part  of  the  western  country,  and  to 
intercourse  with  ail  our  Indians.  I  he  proposal  was, 
of  a  liinitted  access  from  a  single  spot  of  the  British 
territory  to  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  navig.itmg 
the  river  with  merchandise,  upon  which  the  duties 
of  import  should  have  been  first  paid. 

In  consequence  of  these  misrepresentations,  Mr. 
Russell  brings  in  British  smugglers,  British  emis- 
saries, and  all  the  horrors  of  Lidian  warfare,  upon 
the  western  country,  as  necessary  inferences  from 
a  proposal,  not  that  which  was  made,  but  that  into 
which  it  is  distorted  by  his  misrepresentations. 

2.  Of  the  conduct  and  sentiments  of  his  cot 
leagues. 

Mr.  Russell  represents  his  colleagues  as  having 
deliberately,  and  agaiiist  his  declared  opinion,  vio- 
lated both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  their  most 
explicit  and  implicit,  express  and  unequivocal,  m- 
siructi.ons  from  their  own  government.  Ht^  charges 
them,  also,  with  having  violated  Uieir  own  con- 
struction of  their  instructions. 

It  is  true,  that,  in  another  reading  of  the  sanae 
letter,  purporting  to  have  been  written  on  the  same 
day,  he  acquits  them  entirely  of  all  violation  of 
their  instructions,  and  declare-;  he  had  always  been 
of  that  opinion. 

Mr.  Rassell  ascribes  to  his  colleagues  opinions 
which  they  never  entertained,  arguments  whiclj 
they  never  advanced,  and  doctrines  which  they  not 
only  vvould  disclaim  with  indignation,  but  diame- 
trically opposite  to  those  wliich  they  did  maintain. 
He  imputes  to  them  the  opinion  that  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  was  derived  oniy  from 
the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  and  iliat  all  tlie  rights 
stipulated  by  it,  in  favor  of  tne  people  of  the  Unit, 
ed  States,  were  mere  grains  from  the  crown  of 
England.  This  was  the  Bniish  doctrine,  whicli 
Mr.  Russell  well  knew  his  colleagues  rejected  with 
disdain,  but  wiiich  he  hirrocif  countenances  by 
maintaining  the  British  side  of  tiie  argument,  tnikt 
the  fishing  liberty,  stipulated  in  tl>e  treaty  of  1783, 
W..S  abrogated  ips'j  fucio  oy  the  warof  1812. 

He  imputf^s  to  therti,  as  an  inconsistency  with 
their  other  imp'ited  opiinoa,  that  they  rested  tfcir 
claim  to  the  h.-siiuig  privilege  v\y'^n  prescripiion;  and 
this,  notwithstanliiig  .-11  the  light  of  lean. ing  with 
which  he  had  irradiated  them,  from  the  hmd 
sources  of  *'jvs  mene  fucuHuns;'''  of  "ultra  memo- 
riain  homiids;  of  '^niiiiuni  '.enipuf  ocrurit  resri,-"  and 
cf  the  imprescriptible  cayraciei-  of  fisheries.  Of 
all  this  not  one  woid  wus  said  at  Ghent,  The  ma- 
jority never  s,33Ci ted  the  right  of  tii^  fis.liu'.g  pnyi. 
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lege,  as  resting  upon  the  right  of  prescription;  nor  j  How  could  he  subscribe  liis  name  to  a  Jeltt 
iiad  tliey  ever  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Uussell's  learned    ing  lie  had  no  objeclioii  to  it?  Had  Mr.  Kt 


ey 

labors  to  prove  that  it  was  not  api-licable  to  the 
subject. 

o.  Of  his  own  conduct  and  sentiments,  in  oppo- 
sition to  those  of  the  niajonty  of  his  colleagues. 

The  parallel  passages'from  the  origiiial  and  du- 
plicate ol  his  letter  remove  all  necessity  for  further 
proof  of  this.    But  that  is  not  all.    Throughout  the 
lelier,  Jlr.   Russell  holds  himself  forth  as  having 
been  the  intrepid  and  inflexible  asserler  and  slip- 
perier of  the  rights  of  the  west,  against  the  ni^jo 
Illy  ol  his  colleagues;  as  hav  ing,  by  a  paiiifid  strug- 
gle, obijined  a  conquest  over  iiis  early  prejudices 
a!  d  local  partialities,  and  enlarged  his  intellectual 
faculties  and  patriotism,  to  become  the  champion 
sfid  vindicator  of  ihe  interests  of  the  west.     Of  all 
this,  n>-.thiiig  was  made  known  to  his  colleagues  of 
the  niajonty  at  Ghent.     The  article  to  wliich  his 
letter  coiijurLS  tip  such  forrnidable  ohjeclions,  was 
drawn  cp  :.nd  picposed  to  the  mission  by  a  disiui- 
guisiied  ciiizi-u  ol  the   westtni  tountry.     It  was 
cp;.osed  by  aiioilier  citizen  from  the  same  section 
of  tilt  iiuion.     Of  the  five  rr-erobers  of  the  mission, 
Mr.  UusmH  was  the  person  who  took  tiie  least  part 
in  the  discusbion.     lie  neither  objected  that  it  w  as 
contrary  to  our  inslructitms,   nor  depreciated  the 
value  of  the  fisheries;  nor  painted  the  dangers  of 
British  smugglers  and  eirimissaries,  or  the  horrors 
of  Indian  warfare,  as  impending  over  the  unoffend 
iiig  inhabitants  of  thf  western  country  from  tlie 
n.tasure.     He  gave,  it  may  be,  a  silent  vote  against 
proposing  the  article;  and,  when  it  was  determined 
by  the  majority  to  propose  it,  concurred  in  pro- 
pot-irgit;  was  present  at  the  conferences  with  the 
IJritish  plenipctfciuiaries  when  it  was  proposed  to, 
and  discussed  with  them,  and  heardfrom  them  tlie 
reasons  which  induced  them   to  reject  it,  which 
reresons  did  noteinbrace  one  of  these  which  he  has 
so  severely  tasked  his  sagacity  to  devise  for  them; 
but,  phdnly  and  simjjly,  because  they  said  it  was 
Ci'o.uged  with  conditions  which  made  it  of  no  value 
to  thtii;,  or,  at  least,  not  of  value  to  induce  lliem 
to  concede  that  our  fishing  liberties,  within  British 
jurisiliclion,  should  continue,  in  return;  and  he  af 
teJ"wards  sigr.ed  a  letter  to  the  British  plenipoten- 
tiarits,  together  with  all  the  otlier  members  of  the 
mission,  declaring  that  they  lia<l  no  objection  to  tiie 
article,  considering  it  as  merely  declarator}. 

If  Ml-  Ihissell  liad  entertained  at  fihent  tiie  sen 
timcnts  relating  to  this  measure,  disclosed  in  liie 
duphcate,  or  even  those  avowed  in  the  original  of 
his  letter,  he  is  to  acccunt  for  it  to  his  conscience 
aid  his  cniintrx ,  that  he  ever  assented  to  it  at  all. 
He  was  n<  t  liiuler  the  slighest  obligation  to  a.^s  ni 
to  it.  As  an  act  of  the  majority,  it  would  have  been 
equally  valid  witliout  his  concurrence  or  signature 
as  wi'.h  it.  More  than  one  member  of  the  mission, 
and  on  more  than  one  occasion,  signified  his  deter- 
ndnatlon  to  decline  signing  the  treaty,  if  particular 
ir.eas'a\  s,  proposed  by  the  British  plenipoteiitia 
ries.  biould  be  acceded  to  by  the  majority.  A  re- 
fusal i>y  an\  one  meiTiber  to  concur  in  any  measure 
upon  which  a  majority  were  agreed,  would  at  least 
have  induced  'he  majority  to  re-considcr  their  vote, 
ai:d  in  all  probability  to  have  cancelled  it.     In  a 


Iter  (leclar- 
ssell  dis- 
sented from  ibis  mea.sure  of  the  majority,  and  they 
had  stiil  persisted  in  it,  he  would  doub'.less  have 
reported  to  his  own  government  the  reasons  of  hitf 
dissent;  his  colleagues  of  the  majority  would,  in 
like  manner,  ha>  e  reported  tlieirs;  and  the  ft  spon- 
sibility  of  each  party  would  have  rested,  .i'5  it  ought, 
upon  their  respective  acts.  To  concur  individually 
in  the  measure;  to  sign  all  the  pjpers  ap[)roving 
it;  and  then  secretly  to  write  to  the  governnjcnl  a 
letter  of  censure,  n  pioach,  and  misrepresentation 
against  it  and  Jhose  who  proposed  it — was,  indeed, 
a  stiorcer  ami  easier  process. 

Mr.  Kussell,  ther  fore,  did  not  entertain  or  ex- 
press at  Giient  the  opinions  disclosed  in  his  letter 
from  I'aris,  and  has  been  as  unfortunate  in  the  re- 
presentation  of  his  own  conduct  and  sentiments,  as 
in  tlu.t  of  the  suijecl  of  iiis  letter,  and  m  tiiat  of 
the  sentiments  and  conduct  of  his  colleagues. 

But  there  is  a  point  of  view,  more  important  than 
any  regard  to  his  conduct  and  sentiments,  in  which 
his  letter  is  yet  to  be  considered.  If  there  were 
any  force  in  Ids  argument  against  the  m.easiire,  or 
any  correctness  in  his  statements  agaiist  ins  col- 
leagues,  it  is  proper  tlu'v  should  be  silted  and  ex- 
amined. 

Let  u:',  therefore,  exainine  the  proposed  article 
i;i  both  its  par'.s:  firs',  as  it  relates  to  the  fishi 


ung 


case  of  such  transcendaiit  importance  as   this,   of  |  by  the  treaty  of  \7SS, 


liberty  for  u--;  atid  secondly  to  the  navigatioti  of 
the  Niississippi  by  the  British.  And  m  order  to 
ascertain  the  propriety  of  the  princi[)les  assumed, 
and  of  the  measurts  adopted  by  the  American 
commissioners,  as  now  *n  question,  let  us  premise 
the  state  of  things  as  they  existed,  and  the  circum. 
stances  under  winch  this  proposal  was  offered. 

By  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  17Sj,  it  was 
agreed  tiiat  t'le  people  of  tJie  United  States  should 
coii'.inueio  enjoy  the  fisheries  of  Newfoundland  and 
the  bay  of  St.  Lawrence,  ainl  that  all  other  place., 
in  the  sea,  where  the  ir.habitan's  of  both  countries 
used  at  niitj  time  Itcretnfore  tg  fish;  and,  also,  that  ti'.ey 
should  have  certain  fishing  liberties,  on  all  the 
lisiiing  ct'ast  Vvithin  thf  Biiti.sli  jurisdiction  of  Ne- 
va Scotia,  Magdalen  Islands,  and  r>abrador.  The 
title  by  which  the  United  States  held  those  fisliinij 
nghts  and  lihertic  s  was  the  same.  It  was  the  pos.  ( 
St  ssory  use  of  the  right,  or,  in  Mr.  Kusstll's  more 
learned  phrase,  of  tiie  '■'jus  mciii' /aailtntis,**  aX  any 
time  theretofore  as  British  subjects,  and  the  ac- 
knowIedgn>ent  by  Great  Britain  of  its  conliiiuunce 
in  the  people  of  the  Unitert  States  after  the  treaty 
of  separation.  It  was  a  national  right;  and,  there- 
fore, as  itniich  a  right,  though  not  so  immediate  an 
interet^t,  to  the  penple  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  aye 
and  to  the  people  of  Louisiana,  aftt-r  they  became 
a  part  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  it 
was  to  the  people  of  Massachusetts  and  IVJaine. 
Tl'.e  latter  ha.d  always  used  it  since  th  y  had  been 
British  colou's's,  and  the  coasts  iiad  ben  in  British 
dominions.  But,  as  the  settlement  cf  the  colonies 
themselves  liad  not  been  of  time  immemorial,  it 
was  not,  and  never  was  pretended  to  be,  a  title  by 
prescription. 

Such  was  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the 
fisheries— prior  possession,  and  acknowledgment 


high  interest,  generous  po!i:y,  humane  and  tender 
sympaifiies,  wantonly  to  he  sacrificed,  in  defianc* 
i'i  the  most  express  and  uuquaiified  instructions,  to 
t!  e  paltry  purpo.se  of  accoramo'iatii  g  a  few  fisher- 
men, destitute  of  all  claim  of  r.gt:t,  how  cculd  >.tr. 
I'usseil  sit  patiL-nti}  i'l  i  oi-ftrsice  u  iih  thf  Erili.sh 
plcnipoteuti^ri-''^,  aixi  join  in  the  offer  of  it  to  them.' 


he  comrriissioners  at  Ghent  had  received  from 
the  secretary*of  state  a  letter  of  instruction,  dated 
2iili  of  June,  1814,  containing  the  followirg  pas- 
Si'ge: 

"information  has  heen  received  from  a  quarter 
<>de?er\ini:  -.r  attention,  that  liie  late  e\eiits  in 
"  France  have  produced  such  an  effect  on  the  Bri- 
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*♦  lish  g-ovcrnment,  as  to  make  it  probable  that  a 
"  (lemai'f!  will  be-  made  ut  Gathen')iirg,  to  m-reurkr 
"our  n'c'hi  (o  thefsherie^,  to  abandon  all  trade  be- 
"  yond  the  C;ipe  of  (".ood  H'^pe,  and  to  cede  I-oui- 
••  siana  to  Spiin.  AVc  cannot  lielieve  thai  siicli  a 
"den.ord  will  be  nindc;  should  it  be,  jou  will,  of 
•■cou)'!-c,  treiit  it  as  it  deserves.  These  ri.arlus  mtisl 
*'not  be  broH^ht  into  discussion.  If  insisted  on, 
*' your  repociatiojis  will  cease." 

Now,  it  is  very  true  tiiat  a  m.Jority  of  the  com- 
missioncrs  .".i  '  construe  liiese  instiuctions  to  mean, 
that  the  rig'i.t  to  the  fisheries  was  nol  to  be  svrren 
de.-ed.  Thej  did  not  subtilize,  and  rehne,  and  in- 
quire, whether  they  could  not  surrender  a  ;)art,  and 
j"et  not  b'-inpf  the  rif,'ht  into  discussion;  whether  we 
mi^ht  not  t-vve  up  a  liberty,  and  jet  retain  a  right; 
or  whether  it  w  is  an  ar^vmen!,  or  an  r.greoncvt,  that 
vas  fiirbideii.  'i'he\'  understood  that  the  fisheries 
Ttvvr  nnt  to  be  surrendered. 

The  demand  made  by  the  Rritish  government 
was  first  :.  vancr d  in  an  artful  and  ensnaring  form. 
It  w::s  by  assuaging  the  princijjie  that  the  rigljt 
Iiad  bee  n  forfeited  by  the  war,  an  J  bj'  notifying  the 
Ameriran  commissioiicrs,  as  tiiey  did  at  the  first 
conference,  "tiiat  tlie  I'ritisli  government  did  not 
■•'intend  to  q-nmt  to  the  United  States,  gratuitously, 
^♦'the  privileges  formerly  granted  by  treaty  to  them, 
•'of  fishing  within  th.e  limits  of  the  Dritisli  sove- 
«'reignt\-,  and  of  using  the  sliores  of  the  Hritish  ter- 
"ritoriesf'ir  purposes  coiiufcted  witli  the  fi-^heries." 
Now  to  obiain  the  surrender  of  thus  murh  ot  the 
lislieries,  all  that  the  I'lrilisii  plenTpoten'iaries  coidd 
possiblj'  d'sire,  v.'HS  that  tl.e  Am.  rican  commission 
ers  sh.oulfl  acqnt-sce  in  tliC  principle,  that  tl>e  trea- 
ty of  irSS  was  abrog:ited  by  the  war.  Assent  to 
this  principle  would  have  been  surrender  of  the 
right.  Mr.  Uussel,  if  we  can  make  any  thing  of 
liis  rrgument,  would  have  assented,  and  st'.rrender- 
od.  End  co'Tiforted  himself  with  the  reflection,  that, 
as  the  riglit  had  not  been  brought  into  discussion, 
llic  instruc'ions,  would  not  have  been  violated. 

Put,  however  clearly  he  expr;sscs  this  opinion 
in  his  letter,  and  howev  •;■  painfull)  h.e  endeavors 
to  fortify  it  by  argument,  he  never  did  disclose  it  to 
the  same  extent  at  filient.  The  only  way  in  which 
it  was  possible  to  meet  the  notification  of  the  Bri- 
tish plenipotentiaries,  v.itliout  surretideiing-  the 
rights  whicii  it  jeopardized,  was  by  denying  the 
ju'inciple  upon  which  it  was  founded.  This  was 
done  by  asserting  the  principle,  that  the  treaty  of 
independence  of  1783  was  of  that  class  of  treaties,^ 
and  the  right  in  question  of  the  ciiaracter,  which 
are  not  abrogated  by  a  subsequent  war;  that  the 
notification  of  the  iHlention  of  the  British  govern- 
r,oi  to  reneiv  tlie  grant,  cotdd  not  affect  the  right  of 
the  United  States,  which  had  not  been  forfeited  by 
the  war;  and  that,  considering  it  as  still  in  force,  the 
United  States  needed  no  new  grant  from.  Great 
Britain  to  revive,  nor  any  new  article  to  confirm  it. 
ThTs  principle  I  willingly  admit  was  assumed  and 
advanced  by  the  American  commissioners  at  my 
suggestion.  I  believed  it  not  only  indispensably 
necessary  to  meet  the  insidious  form  in  which  the 
llriti.sli  demand  of  surrender  had  been  put  forth;  but 
sound  in  itself,  and  maintainable  on  the  most  en 
brged,  humane,  and  generous  principles  of  inter, 
national  law  It  was  asserted  and  maintained  by 
the  American  plenipotentiaries  at  Ghent;  and  if,  in 
the  judgment  of  Mr.  Russidl,  it  suffered  the  fishing 
liberty  to  be  brought  into  discussion,  at  least  it  did 
not  surrender  the  right. 

It  was  not  acceded  to  by  the  British  plenipoten- 
tiaries. Each  party  adhered  to  its  asserted  princi- 
ple; and  tUe  treaty  was  concluded  witUout  seUUnj 


the  interest  involved  in  it.  Since  that  time,  and  af- 
ter the  original  of  Mr.  Russell's  letter  of  tlie  Uth 
February,  1815,  was  written,  tlie  principle  asserted 
by  the  Annerican  plenipotentiaries  at  Ghent,  has 
been  still  asserted  and  maintained  througli  two  long 
and  arduous  negociatious  with  Great  ISritain,  and 
has  passed  the  ordeal  of  minds  of  no  inferior  ability, 
ft  Was  terminated  in  u  new  and  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment of  the  great  interest  connected  with  it,  and 
in  a  substantial  admission  of  the  principle  asserted 
by  tiie  American  plenipotentiaries  at  Gheir;  by 
that  convention  of  the  20th  October,  1818,  which, 
according  to  the  duplicate  oi  Mr.  Uussell's  letter,  he 
foresaw  in  Februar}-,  1815,  even  while  writing  his 
learned  dissertation  against  the  right  which  he  had 
been  instructed  not  to  surrender,  and  the  only  prin- 
ciple by  whicli  it  could  be  defended. 

At  this  time,  and  after  all  the  controversy  through 
which  the  American  principle  wasdest  ned  o  jjass, 
and  has  pissed,  I,  without  hesitation,  re-assert,  in 
the  face  of  my  country,  the  princl[)le,  wnich,  in  de- 
fence of  the  fishing  liberties  of  this  natio^i,  was,  at 
my  suggestion,  asserted  by  the  American  plenipo- 
tentiaric'S  at  Ghent. 

I  deem  this  re  assertion  of  it  the  more  import mt, 
because,  by  the  publication  at  this  time  ot  Mr.  Rus- 
sell's letter,  that  plenipjttntiary  has  not  only  dis- 
claimed all  his  share  in  the  first  assertion  of  it,  but 
has  brought  to  bear  all  the  faculties  of  his  mind 
against  it,  while  the  \merican  side  of  the  argument, 
and  the  reasons  by  which  it  has  been  supported 
.tgainst  arguments  coinciding  much  with  those  of 
his  Ltter,  but  advanced  by  British  reasoners,  are 
not  before  the  public.  The  principle  is  j-et  im()or- 
tant  to  great  interests,  and  to  the  future  welfare  of 
this  country. 

When  first  suggested,  it  obtained  the  unanimous 
assent  of  the  American  mission.  In  their  note  of 
10th  Nove.aiber,  1814,  to  the  British  plenipotentia- 
ries, which  accompanied  their  first  projet  of  a  trea- 
ty, they  said,  "in  a  swer  to  the  declaration  made  by 
"tlie  British  plenipotentiaries,  respecting  the  fisiie- 
"ries,  the  undersigned,  referring  to  what  passed  in 
"ihe  conference  of  the  9th  August,  can  only  state, 
"tliat  they  are  not  authorized  to  bring  into  the  dis- 
"cuss  on  any  of  the  rights  or  liberties  which  tlie 
"United  States  have  heretofore  enjoyed  in  relation 
"thereto.  From  their  nature,  and  from  the  pecu- 
"liar  character  of  the  treaty  of  1~8.J,  by  which  they 
"wtre  recognized,  no  further  stipulation  has  been 
"deemed  necessary  by  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
"ed  States,  to  entitle  them  to  the  full  enjoyment  of 
"all  of  t!iem."  This  paragraph  was  drawn  up,  tind 
proposed  to  the  mission  by  the  members  with  whom 
.Mr.  Russell  concurred  in  objecting  to  the  proposal 
of  an  article  confirmative  of  tiie  fishing  liberties 
and  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  as  a  subbtitute 
for  it.  The  mission  unanimously  accepted  it:  and 
the  fishing  liberties  being  thus  secured  from  surren- 
der, no  article  relating  to  them  or  to  the  Mississippi 
was  inserted  in  the  projet  sent  to  the  British  miS/> 
sion. 

But  one  of  the  objects  of  the  negociation  was  to 
settle  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Bri'ish  dominions,  from  t'ue  northwest  corner 
of  the  L^ke  cf  the  Woods  westward.  That  boitn. 
darj,  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  liad  been  stipulated  to 
be,  "from  the  most  noith western  point  of  the  I.,ake 
"of  the  Woods  on  a  due  xvesi  course  to  the  riicr  Mis- 
"sissippi;  and  thence,  down  the  mi. idle  of  the  NLs- 
"sissippi,  to  the  -list  degree  of  north  latitu  c;'* 
while,  by  the  eighth  article  of  the  same  treaty,  it 
had  been  stipulated,  thst  "the  navigation  of  thf-  ri- 
•'ver  Mississippi,  fronn  its  source  to   the  ocean, 
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"sliouid  {'orev:  V  temain  free  and  open  to  the  sub- 
ejects  of  Great  Britain  and  the  citizens  of  t!ie 
"United  States." 

The  right  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  17S5,  to  muXe 
thiT  stipulation  with  regard  to  the  navis^^ation  of  the 
Wississlppi,  might  be,  ;'.nd  afterwards  was,  question- 
ed by  ^pain,  then  a  possessor  uiso  of  territories  upon 
the  same  river,  and  indeed  of  bjth  its  banks,  from 
its  month,  to  a  higher  lalitvidelhan  that  thussiipu- 
laled  as  the  biunuUry  of  the  United  States.  But, 
as,  between  Great  I5rilain  and  the  United  States, 
there  could,  at  the  time  of  the  conchision  of  tlie 
tfeaty  ot  1783,  be  ho  possible  question  of  the  right 
of  bot!i  to  make  the  stipulation,  the  boundary  line 
itself  being  in  substance  a  concession  of  territory  to 
the  river,  and  down  its  middle  to  latitude  31,  widch 
Great  Britain  was  undoubtedly  competent  to  make, 
and  the  United  States  to  receive.  Now  the  United 
States  having  received  tlie  cession  and  the  boun- 
dary, with  the  right  to  navigate  the  river,  with  the 
express  condition  that  tlie  navigation  of  the  rivtr 
should  forever  remain  free  and  open  to  British 
subjects,  and  having  expressly  assented  to  that  con- 
dition, V.  ithout  considerinp:  it  as  infringing  upow 
any  rigiit  of  Spnin;  they  could  not,  consistently  with 
good  faith,  by  acquiring  afterwards  the  right  of 
Spain,  alh'ge  that  this  acquisition  absolved  them 
from  the  obligation  of  the  prior  engagement  with 
Great  Britain.  There  is,  indeed,  in  Mr.  Russell's 
letter,  a  hesitating  argument  to  that  effect;  the 
odious  character  of  which  is  but  flimsily  veiled  by 
its  subtlety.  Tlie  United  States  had  always  in- 
sisted upon  their  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi, 
by  force  of  the  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  and 
had  obtained  the  acknowledgment  of  that  right 
from  Spain  herself,  many  years  before  they  aequir 
ed  her  territorial  right,  by  the  purchase  of  Louisia- 
na.' AYith  what  front  then  could  an  American  ne- 
gociator  have  said,  after  the  latter  period,  to  a  Bri 
tish  minister: — You  have  no  right  to  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi,  for  although,  on  receiving  from 
you  a  part  of  the  river,  we  expressly  stipulated  that 
you  should  forever  enjoy  a  right  to  its  navigation, 
yet  that  engagement  was  a  fraud  upon  the  rights 
of  Spain;  and  although,  long  before  we  had  acquir- 
ed these  rights  of  Spain,  she  had  acknowledged  o7ir 
right  to  navigate  the  river,  founded  upon  this  very 
stipulation  of  which  you  now  claim  the  benefit,  yet 
I  will  now  not  acknowledge  your  right  founded  rn 
the  same  stipulation.  Spain,  no  party  to  the  com- 
pact between  you  *nd  me,  after  controverting  it  as 
infringing  upon  her  rights,  finally  acceded  to  its 
beneficial  application  to  lis,  as  compatible  with 
those  rights.  But  we,  who  made  the  compact  with 
you,  having  now  acquired  the  adverse  rights  of 
Spain,  will  not  allow  you  the  beneficial  use  of  our 
own  compact.  We  first  swindled  and  then  bullied 
Spain  out  of  her  riglits,  by  this  eighth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1783;  and  now,  having  acquired  our- 
selves those  rights,  we  plead  them  for  holding  our 
engagement  with  you  for  a  dead  letter. 

This,  and  nothing  more  or  less  than  this,  is  the 
substance  of  Mr.  Russell's  argument  to  show,  that 
perhaps  the  United  States  were,  by  the  acquisition 
of  Louisiana,  absolved  from  the  obligation  of  the 
8th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  even  before  the  , 
war  of  1812. 

But,  says  Tvlr.  Russell,  the  treaty  of  1785  war, 
made,  under  a  belief  of  both  parties,  that  it  would 
leave  Great  Britain  with  a  portion  of  territory  upon 
the  Mississippi,  and,  therefore  entitled  to  claim  the 
right  of  navigating  the  river.  But  the  boundary 
line  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  was  a  line  from  the  north- 


westernmost  pr)int  of  the  J>ako  of  the  Woods,  due 
west  lo  the  Jlissifisijipi.  And  at'ler  the  treaty  of 
1783,  but  before  the  war  of  1812,  it  had  been  found 
that  a  line  due  west,  from  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  did  not  strike  the  Mississip- 
pi.  riierefore,  continues  Mr.  Russell,  Great  Bri- 
tain  could  claim  no  territorial  right  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river;  and,  therefore,  had  no  longer  atiy 
claim  to  the  heneiil  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1783. 

To  this  it  may  be  replied:  First,  tliat  the  British 
claim  of  right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi  was  not 
founded  solely  on  the  territory  wliicli  it  was  believ- 
ed they  would  retain  upon  that  river,  by  tlie  boun- 
dary west  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  The  cight!» 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  was  a  separate  and  dis- 
tinct  article,  stipulating  the  right  of  both  nations  to 
navigate  the  river,  withotil  any  reference  to  boun- 
dary or  to  territory.  But  tlie  bovindary,  the  territo- 
ry, and  the  right  to  navigate  the  river,  were  all,  in 
that  treaty,  cessions  from  Great  Britain  ^o  the  Unit- 
ed States.  And,  had  it  even  been  the  intention  of 
both  parties  that  Britain  sliould  cede  the  •tultole  of 
her  territories  on  the  Mississi[)pi,  it  was  yet  com- 
petent to  her  to  reserve  the  right  of  navigating  the 
river  for  her  subjects,  in  common  with  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  and  competent  for  the  United 
States  to  accept  the  cession,  subject  to  th;it  reser- 
vation. They  did  so  by  the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty.  And,  in  this  point  of  view,  the  Briti'sh 
right  of  navigating  the  river,  within  the  American 
territory,  was  precisely  similar  to  the  American  li- 
berty of  fishing  within  th.e  British  territorial  juris- 
diction,  reserved  by  the  third  article  of  the  sarrc 
treaty. 

But,  secondly,  the  discovery  that  a  line  due  west, 
from  the  northwesternmost  corner  of  tiie  Lake  of 
Woods,  would  not  strike  the  Jlississippi,  had  vU  de- 
prived Great  Britain  of  all  claim  to  territory  upon 
tliat  river,  at  the  time  of  the  negociatlon  at  Ghent. 
The  line  described  in  the  treaty  was,  from  tiie  north- 
westernm.ost  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  "on 
A  due  ivest  course  to  the  viver  Jlississif>pi."     When 
it  was  found  that  the  line  due  west  did  not  touch  the 
Mississippi,  this  boundary  was  annulled  by  the  fact. 
It  remained  an  tmsettled  boundary,  to  be  adjusted 
by  a  new  agreement.     For  this  adjustment,  the  mo- 
ral obligation  of  the  parties  was  to  adopt  such  a  line 
as  sliould  approximate  as  near  as  possible  to  the  in- 
tentions of  both  parlies  in  agreeing  upon  the  line 
for  which  it  was  to  be  substituted.     For,  ascertain- 
ing this  line,  if  the  United  States  were  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  words  "on  a  due  west  course," 
Britain  was  equally  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
words  ««to  the  ri^'er  Mississippi."  Both  the  demands 
stood  on  the  sam.e  grounds.  Before  the  war  of  1812, 
three  abortive  attempts  had  been  made  by  the  par- 
ties to  adjust  this  boundary.     The  first  was  by  the 
treaty  of  1794,  when  it  was  already  conjectureil, 
but  not  ascertained,  that  the  line  due  west  from  the 
lake  would  not  intersect  the  Mississippi.     By  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1794,  it  was  agreed 
that  a  joint  survey  should  be  made  to  ascertain  the 
fact;  and  that,  if,  on  the  result  of  that  survey,  it 
should  appear  that  the  west  line  would  not  inter- 
sect the  river,  the  parties  would  proceed,  "by  ami- 
cable negociation,to  regulate  the  boundary  line  in 
that  quarter,  according  to  justice  and  mutual  con- 
venience, and  in  conformity  to  the  intent  of  the 
treaty  of  1783."     This  survey  was  never  made. — 
The  second  atten.pt  to  adjust  the  line  was,  by  the 
convention  signed  on  the  i2th  of  May,  1803,  by  Mr. 
Kingandlord  lIawkesbury;*thefiftharticleof  which 
after  reciting  the  same  uncertainty,  whether. a  line 
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drawn  due  west  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  would 
intersect  ths  Mississippi,  provided  that,  instead  of 
the  snid  hne,  the  boiindar)'  of  the  United  States, 
in  that  quarter,  should,  and  was  declared  to  be,  the 
shortest  line  r.'hich  could  be  draivn  betiucen  the  north 
■west  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  the  nearest 
source  of  the  river  JiJississippi,  This  convention  not 
having  been  ratified,  the  third  attempt  at  adjust 
ment  had  been  made  in  the  negocialion  of  Mr. 
Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  18U6  and  1807;  at 
^vhif;h  an  article  had  been  proposed  and  agreed  to, 
"thr-.t  the  line  should  be  from  the  most  northwestern 
point  of  the  Lake  of  the  M'oods,  to  the  49th  paral- 
lel of  latitude,  and  from  that  pomt  due  west  along 
and  with  the  said  parallel,  us  far  as  the  respeciive 
territories  extend  in  that  quarter.  And  with  that  ar- 
ticle was  coupled  another,  as  follows: 

«'It  is  agreed  by  the  United  Slates,  that  his  ma- 
^■'jesty's  subjects  shall  have,  at  all  times,  free  ac- 
"cess  from  his  majesty's  afi.esaid  territories,  by 
"land  or  inland  navigation,  into  the  aforesaid  terri- 
"to-ries  of  the  United  States,  to  the  river  Mississippi, 
"with  the  goods  and  efiecls  of  his  majest}'s  said 
"subjects,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  navi- 
"gation  of  that  river,  as  secured  to  them  by  the  trea- 
"ty  of  peace,  between  his  majesty  and  the  United 
•States,  and  also  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
"of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  of  1794. — 
<"And  it  isfurther  ngieed,  that  his  majesty's  subjects 
"shad,  in  like  manner,  and  at  all  times,  have  free  ac- 
"ccss  to  all  the  waters  and  rivers  falling  mto  the 
"v/estern  side  of  the  river  .Mississippi,  and  to  the 
"navigation  of  the  said  river." 

This  negociation  was  suspended,  by  a  change  of 
the  British  ministry,  and  was  not  afterwards  resum« 
cd.  But  the  following  observations  upon  the  two 
articles,  contained  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Madison  to 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  I'inkncy,  of  30th  July,  1807, 
show  how  far  Mr  .lefierson,  the  then  president  of 
the  U.  St.itcs,  had  authorized  those  commissioners 
to  accede  to  them. 

"Access  by  land  or  inland  navigation  from  the 
"British  territories,  through  the  territory  of  the 
"U.  States  to  the  river  Mississippi,  is  not  to  be  al- 
<«lo\ved  to  British  subjects  with  their  gor.ds  or  ef- 
"fects,  unlcs.s  such  articles  shall  liave  paid  all  the 
"duties,  .and  be  within  all  the  custom  house  regu- 
«'lation3,  apphcabh-  to  goods  and  eff  cts  of  citizens 
"of  the  United  States.  An  access  through  the 
"territory  of  the  United  States  to  the  waters  run- 
"ning  into  the  -cuestern  aide  of  the  .Mississippi,  is 
"under  no  modification  whatever  to  be  stipulated 
"to  British  subjects." 

Such  then  w.as  the  state  of  things  in  relation  to 
this  interest  in  question,  at  the  time  when  the  war 
of  1812  broke  out;  and  at  the  negociation  of  Ghent, 
the  same  question  of  boundary  again  occurred  for 
adjustment. 

The  right  of  the  British  to  a  line  from  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi,  had  never  been  re- 
nounced: and,  at  the  last  negociation  between  the 
parties,  four  years  after  the  United  States  had  ac 
quired  Louisiana,  and  with  it  all  the  Spanish  rights 
upon  the  Mississippi,  the  British  government,  in 
assenting  to  take  the  49th  parallel  of  latitude 
as  a  substitute  for  the  line  to  the  Mississippi,  had 
expressly  re-stipulated  for  the  free  navigation  of 
the  river,  and  free  access  to  it  from  our  territories; 
to  both  of  which  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  had 
been  explicitly  authorized  to  accede. 

Under  this  state  of  things,  it  had  never  been  ad- 
mitted by  tlie  British,  nor  could  we  maintain  against 
them  by  argument,  even  that  the  Mississippi  river 
Vas  within  our  earc':;«T'e  jurisdiction:  for  so  Jong  as 


they  had  a  right  by  treaty  to  a  line  of  boundary  to 
that  river,  and  consequently  to  territory  upon  it, 
they  also  had  jurisdiction  upon  it;  nor,  consequent- 
ly, could  the  instructions  of  15tti  April,  1813,  had 
they  even  been  stiil  in  full  force,  have  restricted 
the  American  commissioners  from  making  or  re- 
ceivinga  proposition,  for  continuing  to  the  British 
the  right  of  navigating  the  river,  which  they  had 
enjo_\ed,  without  ever  using  it,  from  the  time  of 
the  treaty  of  1783,  when  the  United  States  had  re- 
ceived, by  cession  from  them,  the  right  of  enjoying 
it  jointly  with  them. 

Bearing  in  mind  this  state  of  things,  we  are  also 
to  remember,  that,  in  the  conference  of  19th  Au. 
gu?t,  1814,  and  in  the  letter  of  that  date,  from  the 
British  to  the  American  plenipotentiaries,  (see 
Wait's  Slate  papers,  vol.  9,  pp.  .334  and  338,)  they 
had  claimed  a  new  north-western  boundary  line 
from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Mississippi,  and  the  free 
navigation  of  that  river.  To  this  the  American 
commissioners  had  answered  on  the  24th  of  Au- 
gust, 1814:  The  undersigned  perceive  that  the 
British  government  '-propcse,  without  purpose  spe« 
"cifically  alleged,  to  draw  the  boundary  line  west- 
"ward,  not  Irom  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  as  it  noiv  is, 
but  from  Lake  Superior:"  and  they  objected  to  it, 
as  demanding  a  cession  of  territory. 

The  British  plenipotentiaries,  on  the  4th  Septf. 
1814,  replied: 

"As  the  necessity  for  fixing  some  boundary  for 
the  north\\'estern  frontier  has  been  mutually  ac- 
knowledged, a  proposal  (or  a  discussion  on  that 
subject  cannot  be  considered  as  a  demand  for  a 
cession  of  territory,  unless  the  United  States  are 
prepared  to  assert  that  there  is  no  limit  to  their 
i  territories  in  that  direction,  and  that,  availing  them- 
selves of  the  geographical  error  upon  which  that 
I  part  of  the  treaty  of  1783  was  founded,  they  will 
,  acknowledge  no  boundary  whatever,  then,  unques- 
tionably, any   proposition  to  fix  one,  bs  it  what  it 
may,  must  be  considered   as  demanding  a  large 
cession  of  territory  from  the  United  States. 

"Is  the  American  government  r-repared  to  as- 
sert such  an  unlimitted  right,  so  contrary  to  the 
evident  intention  of  the  treaty  itself?  Or,  is  his 
majesty's  government  to  understand  that  the  Ame- 
rican plenipotentiaries  are  willing  to  acknowledge 
the  boundary  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the 
Mi-isisappi,  (the  arrangement  made  by  a  convention 
in  18li3,  but  not  ratified,)  as  that  by  which  their 
government  is  ready  to  abide? 

"  rhe  British  plenipotentiaries  are  instructed  to 
accept  favorabl}'  such  a  proposition,  or  to  discuss 
any  other  line  of  boundary  which  m.ay  be  submitted 
for  consideration." 

I  stop  here  for  a  moment  to  observe  how  instinc- 
tively, if  the  expression  may  be  allowed,  both  the 
parties  in  this  correspondence  recur  to  the  treaty 
of  1783,  with  a  consciousness  that  it  was  yet  in  fuU 
force,  as  an  appeal  for  either  ill  support  of  its  claims. 
The  expression  in  the  above  American  note,  ap- 
plied to  the  boundary,  "as  it  now  is;"  the  reference 
of  the  British  note  to  the  geog-raphical  error  in  the 
treaty  of  1783,  and  their  willingness  to  discuss  the 
arrangement  of  1803,  (the  shortest  line  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi,)  both  ac- 
knowledge the  treaty  of  1783  as  the  basis  of  all 
proposition  and  all  argument,  and  as  being  yet  in 
force  for  every  thing  which  should  not  be  other- 
wise provided  for  in  the  new  treaty. 

In  their  note  of  the  21st  of  October,  1814,  the 
British  commissioners  said: 

"On  the  subject  of.the  fisheries,  the  undersigned 
expressed,  with  so  much  frankness,  at  the  confer' 
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cnce  already  referred  to,  the  views  of'lheir  govern- 
nitiii,  tliat  thej  consider  any  iurther  sbservations 
oa  that  topic  as  unnecessary  at  tlie  present  lime. 

"On  the  question  of  the  boundary  between  the 
dominiotis  of  his  majesty  and  those  of  the  United 
StMtes.  the  undersigned  are  led  to  expect,  from  tlie 
discussion  which  this  subject  l)as  already  under- 
gone, that  the  northwestern  boundary,  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi,  (the  inten- 
ded arrangeinenl  of  1803.)  will  be  admitted  without 
objection." 

'I'lius  stood  the  parties  and  the  subject,  when,  on 
the  10th  of  November,  1814,  the  American  plcni- 
po'entiarics  sent  the  first  projct  of  a  treaty  to  the 
British  commissioners.  It  contained  no  article  re- 
lating either  to  the  fisheries  or  to  the  Mississippi; 
but,  in  the  note  wliicli  accompalntd  it,  to  meet  the 
notification  twice  given,  on  the  part  of  the  British 
government,  that  they  did  not  intend  to  grant, 
withou  vrquivalent,  the  liberty  of  fishing  within  the 
British  jurisdiction,  the  counter-notification,  alrea 
dy  noticed,  was  intioduced,  informing  them  that  the 
American  government  did  not  consider  the  fishing 
libenies  as  forfeited  by  the  wur,  ai.d  that  they 
would  remain  in  full  force  without  neediiig  any 
new  grant  to  confirm  tliem  At  this  sij.ve  of  the 
negociation,  therefore,  the  American  ijicii.poten- 
tiaries  did  actuuliy  pursue  the  fi/st  of  tiiooc  three 
other  wa)  s  uf  proceeding,  which  Mr  liussell,  in  the 
postscript  to  the  rjrigi7ial  of  his  letter  of  the  11th 
of  p'eburary,  1815,  says  they  might  have  taken,  and 
to  which  he  adds  that  he  would  have  assented, 
namely,  to  contend  for  tlie  continuance  of  the  fish- 
ing privilege,  notwithstanding  the  w  ar,  without  say- 
ing any  thiiig  about  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi. 
It  cannot  but  be  surprising  to  fintl  Mr.  liussell, 
within  three  months  aficf  these  events,  writir.g  pn 
vately  to  the  secretary  of  state,  stating  this  as  a 
coursu  other  than  that  which  we  had  pursued,  and 
that  lie  would  have  assented  to  it  if  we  had,  when 
it  w.tstlie  very  course  tliat  we  did  pursue,  and  he 
had  assented  to  it.  We  did  contend,  not  for  the 
indesfi-inliOiUty,  as  Mr  Russell  terms  it,  of  the  treaty 
of  178j,  but  that,  frornits  peculiar  character,  it  wits 
not  abro.-jated  by  the  mere  occurrence  of  war.  V/e 
never  maintained  that  the  treaty  of  1783  was  inde- 
structible, or  imperishable,  but  that  the  rights,  li- 
berties, and  boundaries,  acknowledged  by  it,  as 
beloi.giiig  to  us,  were  not  abrogated  by  mere  war. 
"We  nev.T  doubted,  for  »:xainple,  that  we  might  be 
compelled  to  stipulate  a  new  boundary;  but  that 
wjuld  have  been,  not  as  a  coiiscq  'cnce  of  mere 
war,  but  the  efiect  of  conquest,  resuhing  from  war. 
Thed  liiirencebetween  our  principle  and  that  oftht 
British,  was,  that  they,  considering  the  rights  ac- 
knowledged as  belonging  to  us  by  the  treat}',  as 
mt  re  graiila,  held  them  as  annulled  by  war  alonc; 
while  we,  viewing  them  as  rights  existing  before 
the  tre<i.ty,  and  only  acknowledged  by  it,  could  not 
admit  them  to  be  fo/Jetted  without  our  own  ass;  n'. 
Biilain  might  have  recovered  them  by  conquest; 
but  that  couid  not  be  cnsummated  without  our  ac 
quiescence,  tacit  or  expressed.  Mr.  Kasse]!,  who  as 
sented  to  our  principle,  and  asserted  it  with  us, 
now  s.:ys  he  always  tliought  the  British  principle 
the  '.rue  oi  e.  If  itie  American  mission,  at  that  try- 
ing time,  had  a;;ted  upon  it,  hv  never  would  have 
prophesied  the  ctmvention  of  October,  1818, 

The  eigluh  article  of  the  projet  of  a  treaty,  sent 
by  the  American  commissioners  o!i  the  lOtii  of  JSov. 
ofl'^red  the  boundary  which  had  been  proposed  ii. 
18j7,  a  line  nort!i  or  south  to  latitude  49,  and  west 
ward,  on  that  parallel,  as  far  as  tlie  territ'jries  of 
the  two  countries  titended,  and  said  nothing  about 


the  Mississippi.  Bui  when,  on  the  26th  of  Nov  th 
British  plenipotentiaries  letunitd  the  projet,  with 
their  proposed  amendmenis,  they  accepted  ihr.'4-9ih 
parallel,  westward  from  the  L.ike  of  llie  't'V  oods, 
tortile  boundary,  but  with  the  following  addition  to 
the  article:  "And  it  is  furtlier  agreed,  th'j  subjects 
««of  his  Britannic  majesty  shall,  at  all  times,  Have 
"  access,  from  his  Britannic  majesty's  territories,  by 
"land  or  inland  navigation,  into  the  aforesaid  ter- 
"  ritories  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  river  .Missis- 
"sippi,  with  their  goods,  efj'ecis  and  merchandise, 
"  and  tliat  his  Britannic  majesty's  siijjccis  shall  iuive 
"  and  enjoy  the  free  navigation  of  tlie  said  river." 

ll  was  to  meet  this  demand,  that,  at  the  confer- 
ence of  1st  December,  the  .\mericaii  ple.'ij;Oten- 
tiaries  proposed  to  strike  out  all  tliose  words,  and 
to  substitute  the  amendment  contained  in  the  pro- 
tocol of  that  conference,  already  communicated  to 
congress.  It  was  thus  that  tlie  rt^lation  wliich  Mr. 
Russell,  within  three  months  afterwards,  .=o  singu- 
larly  professes  not  to  perceive  between  trie  fishing 
liaerties  atnl  the  Mississippi  navigation,  not  only 
naturally  arose,  but  forced  itself  upon  the  Ameri- 
can plenipotentiaries.  Th.ey  had  saved  the  fishing 
liberties  from  surrender,  as  they  had  been  specially 
instructed  to  do,  by  ass  Ttingiliat  the  treaty  of  1783 
had  not  been  abrogated  ipso  facto  by  the  war.  Two 
days  before  receiving  this  counter  projet,  they  had 
received  from  Vv'ashington  a  fresh  instruction,  ex- 
pressly authorizing  them  to  conclude  a  treaty  on  tlie 
basis  of  the  sltitus  ante  beU.um,  including,  of  course, 
the  fishing  liberty  on  one  sirle,  and  the  navieatiou 
of  the  Mississippi  on  the  other.  They  could  not, 
therefore,  consistently  with  those  instruciions,  ei- 
ther i-eject  this  British  demand,  or  abandon  to  stir- 
remler  tlie  fisheries.  They  ofiered,  therrf  ire,  the 
amendment  containing  the  rent-wed  acknowledg- 
ment of  both;  and  they  said  to  the  British  plenipo- 
tentiaries— We  have  told  you  that  we  consider  all 
the  rights,  secured  to  us  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  as 
still  in  ibrce.  What  we  denand,  if  you  assent  to  it, 
we  must  yield  in  return.  If,  as  we  say,  the  treaty 
of  1783  is  yet  in  force,  you  have  tlie  right  of  navi- 
gating the  Mississippi,  and  we  iiave  the  fis!iing 
rights  and  liberties  unimpaired.  If,  as  you  say,  the 
treaty  is  abrogated,  how  can  you  claim  the  right  of 
na\igatingthe  .Mississippi.''  You  must  admit  the  one 
j  or  noi.  demand  the  otiier.  We  offer  you  the  alter- 
native of  a  nev/  stipulated  adi»ission  of  both,  or  a 
!  total  Oinisbion  of  both.  We  oir-^ryou  in  application 
j  the  choice  of  our  principle  or  of  y^'ur  own. 

The  British  commissioners  took  the  proposal  for 
reference  to  their  government,  by  whom  it  was  im- 
mediately Tf  jested.  But,  to  show  how  anxious  tliey 
were  to  obtain  from  us  the  surrender  oT  our  fishing 
lib.rties,  and  liovv  cheapdy  they  vaUied  the  right  of 
navigating  the  .Mississippi,  as  one  of  the  last  expe- 
dients of  negocialion.  they  offered  us  an  article 
;igreting  th.u,  after  the  peace,  the  parties  would 
further  negociate  "respecting  tlie  terms,  condi- 
"  lions,  and  leguiations,  under  which  the  inhabi- 
"  tants  of  the  Uinted  iitutcs"  siiould  again  enjoi  the 
fishing  liberties,  "j/i  consideration  of  a  fair  eqiava- 
'•  lent,  to  be  agreed  upon  between  his  majesty  and 
"the  said  United  States,  and  granted  by  the  said 
"  United  States  for  such  liberty  aforesaid;"  and  a 
reciprocal  stipulation  with  regard  to  the  British 
right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi.  As  the  parties 
idler  the  peace  would  have  been  just  as  competent 
furthv.rto  negociate  on  these  points,  if  so  disposed, 
without  this  article  as  with  it,  its  only  effect  would 
iiave  been  a  mutual  surrender,  on  tlie  American  side, 
ot  the  fishing  liberties,  and,  on  the  British  side,  of 
the  riijht  to  navigate  the  Mississippi;  with  this  dif-i 
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ferencc,  ihat  we  should  have  surrendeied,  in  direct 
viol  tt. Oil  ot  our  liistructioiis,  a  real,  existing,  prac- 
tical liberty,  which,  even  in  the  war  of  our  nide- 
pendciice,  had  been  deemed  of  the  higliest  import- 
ance, and  ai  i's  close  had  been,  with  infinite  diffi- 
culi}',  sL'curiid;  a  libevt},  of  v/hich  that  portion  of 
the  union  w  licm  it  iminediateiy  concerns  nadbeen, 
from  th..  lime  of  the  treaty  of  i7ti3,  in  the  constant, 
real  and  'jsefnl  possession;  while  the  British  would 
have  suirtiideredabsoiutely  nothing;  a  r.giit  which, 
by  inference  from  tn  ir  own  principle,  was  abro- 
gated b\  the  war;  a  right  vvhicli,  under  the  treaty 
of  1783,  they  had  enjo)  ed  for  thirty  years,  without 
ever  using  it,  and  wiiicii  in  all  human  probability, 
never  would  have  been  of  more  beneficial  use  to 
the  British  nation  thaa  would  be  to  the  people  of 
the  U.  States  the  riglit  of  naviga'.ing  the  Bridge- 
water  canal  or  the  Uanuje. 

There  was  certainly  an  inconsistency,  on  the  part 
of  the  British  government,  in  cLiming  a  right  to 
navigate  the  Mississippi,  while  asserting  that  the 
treaty  of  1783  was  abrogated  by  the  war;  and, 
when  pressed  by  us  to  say  on  what  principle  they 
claimed  it,  without  offering  for  it  an  equivalent, 
they  said  tlie  eduivalent  was,  their  acceptance 
cf  the  49tli  parallel  of  Ltitude  for  the  north- 
western boundary,  instead  of  the  line,  to  which 
they  were  entitled  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  to  the 
^Missitsiij'ln.  As  they  gave  up  the  line  to  tlie 
river,  they  said  they  had  a  right  to  reserve  its 
navigation,  and  access  to  it  for  tl'.at  purpose. — 
They  had  said  the  satne  thing  to  Messrs.  Monroe 
and  Finkney,  in  1807;  and  the  principle  had  been 
assented  to  oy  them,  with  the  subsequent  sanction 
of  president  JefTcrson.  Still  the  whole  argument 
leaned  upon  the  continuing  validity  of  the  treaty 
of  1783;  for  the  boundary  hne,  as  well  as  the  Mis 
sissppi  navigation,  was  null  and  void,  if  that  trea 
ty  was  abrogated.  We  replied  to  them,  that  al- 
Ihougii  we  were  wiihng  to  agree  to  the  49th  pa- 
rallel of  1  (titutle  for  the  boundary,  and  thought  it 
of  mutual  interest  that  the  line  should  be  fixed, 
we  were  yet  not  tenacious  ot  it:  we  could  not 
sgree  to  their  article  of  mutual  surrender,  with  a 
pledge  cffuture  negociation;  but  we  would  consent 
to  omit  the  !;oundary  article  itself,  and  leave  the 
wliole  subj -ct  for  future  adjustment.  And  to 
this  they  finally  agr^^ed. 

The  advant;ige  of  this  to  us  was,  that  w^  came 
out  of  the  v/ar,  without  having  surrendered  the  fish- 
ing liberties,  as  they  had  been  enjoyed  before,  and 
Stipulated  at  the  treaty  of  1783.  We  were  stilf 
free  to  maintain,  and  we  did,  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  pi'ace,  efl'ectively  mLtintain,  the  existence 
of  tJK  right,  notwithstanding  the  intervening  war. 
The  British  government  still  insisted  that  the  trea- 
ty of  1783  was  abrogated  by  the  war:  but,  when 
called  upon  to  show  why  then  they  treated  the 
United  States  as  an  independent  nation,  and,  why 
in  the  trendy  <^f  GhMit,  they  had  agreed  to  four 
several  commissions  to  ascertain  boundaries,  "ac- 
cording to  the  truf  intent  and  moaning  of  that 
same  treaty  of  1783."  they  finally  answrred,  that 
they  considered  our  indeD'.-ndcnce,  and  the  boun- 
daries, as  existing  facts,  like  thospof  other  nations, 
without  refeience  to  their  origin.  This  left  no- 
thing but  a  dispute  about  words;  for  we  applit-d 
the  same  principle  to  the  fisUing  liberties  of  the 
t*'  ■  '  r'rl',  v.hich  they  coiicedi'd  v.ith  regard  to 
the  acknowledgement  of  independence  .md  to  the 
bou..daiies.  They  considered  the  whole  treaty  of 
1783  as  a  British  grant.  We  considered  it  as  a 
Britisti  acknowledgement.  Thsy  never  drew  the 
nice  disUnction.atteinpted  by  Mr,  Kussell,  between 


a  jjcrisiiable  aiKl  impc  ishabL  part  of  t!ie  treaty* 
or  admitted  that  it  consisted  of  rights  which  they 
could  not,  and  of  priviie.;es  which  they  could,  re- 
sume without  our  consent.  By  their  principle 
they  might  have  resumed  the  whole;  and,  wiien 
they  notified  to  us  at  Ghent,  that  they  did  n';i  in- 
tend to  ffvant  us  again  Vlie  fishing  liberties  w:;hin 
their  exclusive  jurisdiction,  but  that  they  meant 
to  leave  us  the  right  of  fishiirg  in  tlie  open  sea, 
they  gave  us  distinctly  enough  '.o  understand  that 
they  were  treating  us  with  n  a.^nanJRlity  in  not  re- 
suming the  wliole.  I'here  was  ir,  truth  no  diiler- 
ence  in  the  principle.  .\nd  ilr.  liussell,  m  con- 
sulting nis  Vattel,  to  find  that  fii..ang  rights  were 
Jura  merjejacultalis,  and  therefore  imprescriptible, 
•xigtit  10  have  seen  what  that  writer  very  explicit- 
ly says,  not  that  they  were  rights  which  could  not 
De  acquired  by  long  usage,  but  rights  which  caiild 
not  be  lust  by  non  user.  He  ought  also  to  have 
seen,  what  Vattel  no  less  clearly  lays  down,  that, 
dthough  a  nation  may  appropriate  to  itself  a  fish- 
oiy  upon  its  own  coasts,  and  within  its  own  juris- 
"  diction,  yet,  "if  it  has  once  acknov.Iedged  the 
"common  right  of  other  nations  to  como  and  fish 
"there,  it  can  no  longer  exclude  them  from  it:  it 
"has  left  liiat  fishery  in  its  primitive  freedom,  at 
"  least  wica  respect  to  those  who  hare  been  in 
«'  possession  of  it."  And  he  cites  the  herring  fisij- 
ery  on  the  coast  of  I'.ngland,  as  being  common  to 
tuem  with  other  nations,  because  they  had  not  ap- 
propriated it  to  themselves  Jru:}i  the  bc;;inn::i^. 

In  perusing  the  letter  of  Mr.  Russell,  whether 
original  or  clupiicate,  I  cannot  bat  reflect  with 
gratitude  to  providence,  upon  the  slender  thread  by 
which  the  rights  of  this  nation  to  the  fisheries 
were  in  fact  suspended  at  the  negociation  of  Ghent. 
Positive  and  precise  as  oar  instructioas  were,  not 
to  surrender  them,  if  .Mr.  Kussell  had  disclosed  at 
Ghent  the  opinions  avowed  in  either  version  of 
his  letter;  if  he  had  so  broadly  asserted,  and  so  per- 
tin.tciously  maintained,  iiis  conviction  A'  the  utter 
worthlessness  of  the  fisheries,  in  comparison  with 
the  exclusion  of  the  Briiisn  fio:ii  a  mere  phantom 
of  right  to  navigate  the  ^liss:ssppi,  which  they  had 
always  enjoyed  without  use;  without  benefit  to 
themselves  or  injury  to  us;  if  he  had  so  learnedly 
disserted  to  prove  that  the  treaty  of  1783  was 
totally  and  absolutely  abrog:tted  by  the  war;  f  he 
had  so  thoroughly  inverted  tne  real  stale  of  the 
question,  and  painted  it  in  such  gloving  coioi's  .3 
a  sacrifice  of  deep,  real  interests  of  t!ie  Wtst,  to  a 
shallow,  imaginary  interest  of  the  Kail;  if  sviih 
that  pers?vera.  ce  whx^i  is  the  'est  "f  sinceriy,  he 
had  refused  to  sign  the  prcpusal  deter.nined  upon 
by  the  majority  of  his  coIle-;g^iCS,  and  given  them 
notice  that  he  should  transmit  to  his  guv.'rnnent 
the  Tindica  ion  of  hi.Tiself  and  his  ni;. lives  for  dif. 
fering  from  them;  and  above  all,  if  anoM.er  mind 
could  have  been  found  in  the  mission,  capable  of 
concurring  with  him  in  those  views,  it  w)uld  at 
least  have  required  of  the  majority  an  infiexibdily 
of  fortitude,  beyond  that  of  ar.y  trial  by  which 
they  were  visited,  to  have  persevered  in  tlntir  pro- 
posal. Ha  '.  they  concurred  with  him  in  his  onin- 
ion  of  the  total  abrogation  of  the  treaty  of  1783, 
by  the  mere  fact  of  the  war,  the  fisheries  in  tlie 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  on  the  coast  of  Labrador, 
and  to  an  indefir/ite  extent  from  the  Island  of  New- 
foundland, were  lost  to  the  United  States  forever, 
or  at  least  till  the  indignant  energy  of  the  nation 
should  have  recovered,  by  conquest,  the  rights 
thus  surrendered  to  usurpation.  In  notifying  .ous 
that  the  British  government  intended  n.it  to  re- 
new the  grant  of  the  fisheries  within  Bntisii  juris-. 
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diction,  tliey  Iiad  not  said  wiiat  extent  they  meant 
to  give  to  these  terms.'  They  had  said  they  did 
not  mean  to  extend  it  to  the  right  of  the  fisheries, 
generally,  or  in  the  open  seas,  enjoyed  by  all  otlier 
nations.  fSee  letter  of  the  .American  commisaioners 
tn  the  sccve!a7\y  if  state  of  I2th  .Hngnst.  1^14. — 
Wait's  state  fu'ipers;  vol.  9,  parre  321. J  But  there 
was  not  \v:intin_':^  his'orical  exposition  of  what  Great 
Britain  understood  by  her  exclusive  jurisdiction,  as 
applied  to  these  fisheries.  In  the  12th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  Nova  Scotia  or 
Acaiiia  had  been  ceded  to  France  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  cession  had  been  made  "in  si>rl\  ample 
««  manner  and  form,  that  the  subjects  of  the  most 
«  Cbristain  kinc^  shall  hereafter  be  excluded  from 
«  all  kind  of  fisliinE^  in  the  said  seas,  bays,  and  olb- 
"  er  places  on  the  coasts  of  Nova  Scotia;  that  is  to 
««sav,  on  those  which  lie  tov/ards  the  east,  within 
"TKiaTY  i.KAOCrs,  beginning  from  the  island  com- 
«<  monly  called  Sable,  inclusively,  and  thence  along, 
« towards  the  southwest." 

Ry  the  tliirteenth  article  of  the  same  treaty, 
French  subjects  were  excluded  from  fishing  on  any 
other  part  of  the  coast  of  the  island  of  Newfound- 
land, tiian  from  Cape  Honavisia  northward,  and 
then  westward  to  Point  Iliclic.  15y  the  fifteenth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain,  certain  rigl'.ts  of  fishing  at  the 
Island  of  Newfoundland,  had  been  reserved  tn  the 
Guipuscoans,  and  other  subjects  of  Spain;  but  in 
the  eighteenth  rrticle  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  be 
tween  Great  Urilain  and  Spain,  of  176'3,  his  Catho- 
lic majesty  had  desisted,  "as  \'  ell  for  himself  as 
for  his  successors,  from  all  pretension  which  he 


might  have  forn-.eilin  favor  of  the  Guipuscoans  :ind 
other  his  subjects,   to  the  right  of  fishing  txtiik 
T.-Eic;HnoKiioon   of  the   island    of  Newfijundland." 
In  these  several   cases,   it  is  apparent  that  Great 
Britain  had  asserted  and  maintained  an  exclusive 
and  proprietary  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  fishing 
grounds  of  the  Grand  Hank,  as  well  as  on  the  coast 
of  North  America,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 
Nor  are  we  without  subsequent  indications  of  what 
she  would  liave  considered  as  her  exclusive  juris- 
diction, if  a  majority,  of  the  American  commission 
at  Ghent  had  been  as  ready  as  Mr.  Russeil  declares 
himself  to  have  been,  to  subscribe  to  her  doctrine, 
that  all  our  fishing  liberties  had  lost,  by  the  war, 
every  vestige  of  right.     For,  in  the  summer  of 
1815,  the  year  after  the   concliision  of  the  peace, 
her  armed  vessels  on  the  American  coast  warned 
all  American  fishing  vessels  not  to  approach  within 
SIXTY  MILKS  of  the  shores. 

It  was  this  incident  wliich  led  to  the  negociations 
v;hich  terminated  in  the  convention  of  the  20th 
October,  1818.  In  that  instrument  the  U.  States 
had  renounced  forever,  that  part  of  the  fishing  liber- 
ties which  they  had  enjoyed  or  claimed  in  certain 
parts  cf  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  British  pro- 
vinces, and  within  three  inaiitie  miles  of  the  shores. 
This  privilege,  without  being  of  much  use  to 
our  fishermen,  had  been  found  very  inconvenient 
to  the  British:  and,  in  return",  we  have  acquired 
an  enlarged  liberty,  both  of  fishing  and  drying 
fish,  within  the  other  parts  of  the  British  juris 
diction. /orerer.  The  first  article  of  this  conven- 
tion afTords  a  signal  testimonial  of  the  correctness 
cf  the  principle  assumed  by  the  American  pleni- 
potentiaries at  Ghent;  for,  by  accepting  the  ex- 
press renunciation  of  the  United  States,  of  a  small 
portion  of  the  privilege  in  question,  and  by  con 
firming  and  enlarging  all  the  remainder  of  the  pri- 
vilege forerer,  the  British  government  have  im- 
plicitly acknowledgedthatthehbertiesof  the  third 


article  of  the  treaty  of  IToS,  had  not  been  abro- 
gated by  the  war,  and  have  given  the  final  stroke 
to  the   opposite  doctrine  of  Mr.   Kussell.     That 
words  of  ))erpetuity  in  a  treaty  cannot  give  that 
character  to  the  engagements  it  contains,  is  not 
indeed  a  new  discovery  in  diplomatic  history;  but 
that  truism  has  as  little  concern  with  this  question, 
as  the  annulment  of  our  treaty  of  1778  with  France, 
so  aptly  applied  to  it  in  his  letter.     It  is  not,  there- 
fore, the  word /()reT'<?r,  in  this  convention,  which 
will  secure  to  our  fishermen,  for  all  time,  the  liber- 
ties stipulated  and  recognized  in  it;  but  it  was  in- 
troduced by  our  ncgociators,  and  admitted  by  tho'ie 
of  Great  Britain  as  s  warning  that  we  shall  never 
consider  the  liberties  secured  to  tis  by  it,  as  abro- 
gated by  mere  war.     They  may,  if  they  please,  in 
case  of  a  war,  consider  the  convention  as  abro- 
gated, but  the  privileges  as  existing,   without  re- 
ference to  their  origin.     But  they  and  we,  1  trust, 
are  forertr  admonislied  against  the  stratagem  ot 
demanding  a  surrender,  in  the  form  of  notifying  a 
forfeiture.     They  and  we  are  aware,  forever,  that 
nothing  but  our  o-vn  reimnciation  can  deprive  us  oi 
the  right. 

The  second  article  of  this  same  convention  af- 
fordsa  demonstration  equally  decisive,  how  utterly 
insignificant  and  worthless,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
r.ritish  government,  was  this  direfully  dreaded  na- 
vigation of  the  Mississippi.  The  article  gives  us 
the  49tl)  parallel  of  latitude  for  the  boundary,  and 
neither  the  navigation  of  the  river,  nor  access  to 
it,  was  even  asked  in  return. 

Tliesc  are  conclusive  facts — facts  appealing  not 
to  the  prejudices  or  the  jpalousies,   but    to  tlie 
sound   sense  and  sober  judgment  of  men.     With- 
out yielding  at  all  to  Mr.  Russell,  in  my  "trust  in 
God  and  the  valor  of  the  West,"  I  have  an  equal 
trust  in  the  same  Divine  Being,  as  connected  witii 
\.h<t  justice  of  the  west.     I  have  the   most  perfect 
and  undoubting  reliance,  that  to  tlie  clear  sighted 
intelligence  of  the  western  country,  the  gorgons, 
and  hydras,  and  chimeras  dire,  of  Mr.  Russell's 
imagination,  raised  by  incantation  from  the  waters 
of  the  Mississippi,  will  sink  as  they  rose,  and  be 
seen  no  more.     Without  professing  to  sacrifice  any 
of  those  ties  of  duty  and  allegiance,  which  bind  me 
to  the  interssts  of  my  native  state,  I  cannot  allow 
Mr.  Russell's  claim  to  a  special  ardor  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  west,  to  be  superior  to  my  own,   or  to 
that  of  the  deceased,  or  of  the  living  colleague 
with  whom  I  concurred,  without  mental  reserva- 
tion, in  the  measure  subscribed  to,  and  denounced 
by   Mr.  Russell.     We  were  all  the  ministers  of  the 
whole  union;  and  sure  I  am,  that  every  member 
of  the  majority  would  have  spurned  with  equal 
disdain  the  idea  of  sacrificing  the  interest  of  any 
one  part  of  the  union  to  that  of  any  other,  and  to 
the  uncandid  purpose  of  awakening  suspicions  at 
the  source  of  their  common  authority  here,  against 
the  patriotism  and  integrity  of  any  one  of  his  col- 
leagues. 

1  shall  conclude  with  a  passing  notice  of  the 
three  alternatives,  which,  in  the  postscript  to  the 
original  of  his  letter  of  11th  of  February,  1815, 
he  says,  we  might  have  taken,  instead  of  that  which, 
as  he  alleges,  we,  against  his  will,  did  do.  We 
had,  says  he,  three  other  ways  of  proceeding: 

"First.     To  contend  for  the  indestructibility  of 

"the  treaty  of  1783,  thence   inferring    the  conti- 

. 'nuance  of  the  fishing  privilege,  without  saying 

'any  thing  about  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 

''which  would  have  reserved  our  right  of  contest- 


'<ing  this  navigation,  on  the  grounds  I  have  men- 
'nioned,  specially  applicable  to  it.     Secondly.  To 
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*'have  considered  the  treaty  at  an  end.  and  oiFered 
••a  reasonable  equivalent,  w/jerei'er  it  mi^lU  be  found, 
"tor  the  tisliinp  privihge."  Thirdly.  To  have 
w^de  this  liberty  a  sine  qua  non  of  peace,  as  em- 
braced by  the  principle  jf  status  ante  bellum. 

"To  eitlier  ot' these  propositions"  (he  ad'^s),  "I 
*'woKldhave  assented.  But  I  could  i^.ot  consent  to 
"irrant  or  revive  the  British  right  to  the  navigation 
"of  the  Mississippi." 

Me  could  not  consent!  H'^  did  consent:  sec  his 
name  subscribed  to  the  letter  from  tlie  American 
to  the  British  plenipotentiaries  of  12tli  December, 
1814— p.  44  of  the  messai^e  of  25th  February  last. 

It  is,  indeed,  painful  to  vemark  here,  and 
throughout  this  letter  of  Mr  Russell,  how  little 
solicitude  there  is  discoverable,  to  preserve  even 
the  appearance  of  any  coincidence  between  his 
real  sentiments  and  liis  professions:  half  his  letter 
is  an  argument  in  form  to  prove,  that  tlie  treaty  of 
1783  was  abrogated  by  the  war;  yet,  he  says  he 
would  have  assented  to  contend  for  \is  indestnicti- 
bilit}!,  so  long  as  it  applied  only  to  the  defence  of 
the  fisheries,  reserving  his  special  grounds  of  ob- 
jection to  its  being  applied  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi.  I  have  shewn,  that  the  indestruc-  j 
tibility  of  the  treaty  of  1783  never  was  asserted  by  | 
any  of  the  American  commissioners;  but,  that  the  | 
principle  that  it  had  not  been  abrogated  by  the  j 
war,  and  that  none  of  the  rights  stipulated  and  re-  ; 
cognized  in  it,  as  belonging  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  could  be  abrogated,  but  by  their 
own  renunciation,  was  at  first  assumed  in  defence 
of  the  fisheries  only,  and  without  saying  any  thing 
of  the  Mississippi.  When,  therefore,  the  demand 
for  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  came  from  the 
l$ritish  plenipotentiaries,  Mr  Russell's  special  ob- 
jections to  the  application  of  our  principle,  in  favor 
"of  our  demand,  might  have  been  urged.  But  v/hat 
were  these  special  objections.?  I  have  shewn,  that 
they  were  our  own  v/rong — fraud  and  extortion 
upon  Spain,  to  justify  perfidy  to  Great  Britain. 
jVIr.  Russell  never  did  allege  these  objections  at 
Ghent,  and,  if  he  had,  a  majority  of  the  American 
mission  would,  assuredly,  have  been  ashamed  to 
allege  them  to  the  British  government. 

The  second  way  of  proceeding,  to  which  Mr. 
Russell  says  he  v.'ould  have  assented,  was  to  con- 
sider the  treaty  cf  1783  at  an  end,  and  offer  for  the 
fishing  privilege  a  reasonable  equivalent,  -.uherever 
it  miq-lit  he  fovnd — and  where  would  he  have  found 
it.?  He  will  not  affirm  that  we  had  authority  to 
offer  any  equivalent  whatever — we  had  hccn  spe- 
cially instructed  not  to  surrender  them.  lie  says  he 
would  have  surrendered  and  purchased  them  at  a 
reasonable  price  again. 

The  third  sub.stitute  to  which  he  says  he  would 
have  assented,  is  the  strangest  of  all.  He  says  he 
would  have  made  it  a  sine  qua  non  of  peace,  as 
embraced  by  the  principle  of  status  ante  bellum. 

A  sine  qua  non  for  the  status  ante  bellum!  And 
yet  he  co^dd  not  consent  to  grant  or  revive  the  Bri 
tish  right  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  in 
order  to  procure  or  preserve  the  fishing  liberty; 
•when  the  status  ante  bellum  would  have  given 
them  not  only  the  whole  treaty  of  1783,  but  the 
permanent  articles  of  the  treaty  of  1794;  not  only 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  but  unrestrained 
access  to  our  territories  and  intercourse  with  our 
Indians. 

I  have  shown  that  the  most  aggravated  portion 
of  Mr.  Russell's  charge  against  his  collengues  of 
the  majority,  that  of  wilful  violation  of  positive  and 
unequivocal  instructions,  by  a  ^senseless  offer  to 
the   British  plenipotentiaries,  sacrificing   an  im- 


portant western  to   a  trifling  eastern  interest,  is 
not  only  utterly  destitute   of  foundation,  but  tnat 
it  \v;is  not  even  made,  nay,  more,  that  it  was  dis- 
tinctly contradicted  by  the  letter  really  written  bv 
Mr.  Russell  at  Paris,  on  the  11th  of  February,  1815. 
Into    .Mr.  Russell's  motive  for  introducing  it  into 
the  duplicate  of  that  letter,  delivered  by  himself 
at  the  department  of  state,  to  be  communicated  to 
tiie  house  as  the  letter  called  for  by  their  resolu- 
tion, I  shall  not  attempt  to  penetrate;  having,  as  I 
trust,  equally  shown  that  the  charges  implied  in 
the  real  letter  are  as  groundless  as  their  aggrava- 
tions in  the  duplicate.     The  professions  of  unfeign- 
ed respect  to  the  integrity,  talents,  and  judgment, 
of  those  coJleagucs  whose  conduct  is,  in  the  same 
letter,  represented  as  so  weak,  absurd,  and  treach- 
erous, I  can,  for  my  own  part,  neither  accept  or  re- 
ciprocate.    To  have  been  compelled  to  speak,  as 
in  these  remarks  I  have  done,  of  a  person  distin- 
guished by  the  favor  cf  his  country,  and  with  u'hom 
I  had  been  associated  in  a  service  of  high  interest 
to  this  union,  has  been  among  the  most  painful  in- 
cidents of  my  life.     In  the  defence  of  myself  and 
my  colleagues,  a.gainst  imputations  so  groundless 
in   themselves,  at  first  so  secretly  set  forth,  and 
now  so  wantonly  promulgated  before  tlie  legisla- 
tive assembly  of  the  nation,  it  has  been  impossible 
entirely  to  separate   the  langinge  of  self  vindica- 
tion from  that  cf  reproach.     With   >!r.  Russell  I 
can  also  rejoice  that  the  praposiil  offered  on  the 
1st  of  December,  1814,  was   rejected  by  the  Bri- 
tish government,  not  becau-sL'   I    believe  it  now, 
more  than  I  did  then,  liable  to  any  of  the  dangers 
and  mischiefs  so  glaring  in  the  vaticinations  of  Mr. 
Russell,  but  because  both  the  interests  to  which  it 
relates  have  smcc  been  adjusted  in  a  manner  still 
more  satisfactory  to  the  United  States.     I  rejoice, 
too  that  this  adjustment  has  ta!cen  place  before  the 
publication  of  Mr.  Russell's  letter  could  have  any 
possible  influence  in  defeating  or  retarding  it.  T'le 
convention  of  20th  Oct.  1818,  is  tlie  refutation  of 
all  tlie   doctrines  of  Mr.  Russell's  letter,  to  v.-hich 
there  can  be  no  reply.     It  lias  adjusted  the  fishing 
interest  upon  the  principle  asserted  by  the  Ame- 
rican mission  at  Ghent,  but  disclaimed  by  Mr.  Rus- 
sell.    It  has  given  us  the  boundary  of  latitude  49, 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  westward,  and  it  has 
proved  the  total  indifference  of  the  Britidi  govern- 
ment to  the  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi,  by 
their  abandonment  of  their  last  claim  to  it,  with- 
out asking  an  equivalent  for  its  renunciation. 

With  regard  to  the  magnitude  of  the  fishing  in- 
terest, which  was  at  stake  during  the  negociation  r.t 
Ghent,  I  believe  the  views  disclosed  in  5!r.  Rus- 
sell's letter  as  incorrect  as  the  principles  upon 
which  he  would  have  surrendered  it.  The  notifi- 
cation of  exclusion  was  from  all  fisheries  within 
exclusive  British  jurisdiction.  1  have  shown  tliat, 
historically,  Great  Britain  had  asserted  and  main- 
tained exclusive  proprietary  jurisdiction  over  the 
whole.  Had  we  tamely  acquiesed  in  her  principle 
of  forfeiture  without  renunciation,  we  should  soon 
have  found  that  her  principle  of  exclusion  embrac- 
ed the  whole. 

That  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  acquainted  with 
its  colonial  history,  with  the  share  that  his  coun- 
trymen had  had  in  the  congueft  of  a  great  part  of 
these  fisheries,  with  the  deep  and  anxious  interest 
in  them  taken  by  France,  by  Spain,  by  Great  Kri- 
tain,  for  centuries  before  the  American  revolution; 
acquainted  witli  the  negociations  of  which  they 
had  been  the  knot,  and  the  wars  of  which  they 
had  been  the  prize,  between  the  three  most  pow- 
erful  maritime   nations  of   modern  Europe;    ac- 
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quainteri  with  the  profound  sensibility  of  the  whole 
American  union,  dtirii.-g  the  revolutionary  war,  lo 
this  interest;  and  with  the  inflexible  energies  by 
which  it  had  been  secured  at  its  ck>se;  acquainted 
with  the  indissoluble  links  vf  atl:ichmcni  between 
it  and  the  navigation,  the  navy,  iUe  maritime  de- 
fence, the  national  spirit  and  hardy  cnteil)rize  of 
this  great  republic;  that  such  a  ciiizen,  siimulatcd 
to  the  discharge  of  duty  by  a  fresh  instruction  from 


j  portunity  to  make  it:  Mr.  Russ:-li,  also,  had  an  un. 

I  doubled  ri.i^ht  to  express  his  sentiments  as  to  t'.-.e 
proceedings  had  at  Giient,  cither  in  a  public  or 

private  letter,  to  a  pu:dic  or  a  pnvale  mm but 

there  is  something  in  lUe  ffelliu^^-ii/f  of  iliis  inilter 
that  appears  very  cxccption;ible.  '  [t  is  impossible 
to  believe  t.'iat  it  had  any  other  origin  than  in  dec- 
eiaiicarinff  views,  because  it  see.ns  impossible  that 
Its  issue  couid  have  been  other  tiian  f.ir  eleci'mref- 


,  upon  the  very  first  rumor  o,  an  intention, 
lart  of  Great  Hiitain.  to  demand  its  surren- 


his  government,  given  at  the  most  trying  period  of  |?/?^  purposes— no  public  benefit,  real  orimagniary, 

liiis  been  sug:cested  in  favor  of  it,  and  the  ,;ro;}net'jr 
of  bnngii'g  forward  the  opinions  of  an  individt.Hl, 
acting  with  otiiers  on  a  great  public  occasion  ar.d 
with  coiifulence  in  one  another,  may  well  be  ques- 
tioned. The  nation  was  interested  in  the  resn't  (rf 
their  negociation,  aiid  tliat  was  satisfactor} .  \Ve 
do  not  generullj-  apj)iobate  the  idea  lliat  our  go- 
vcrnment  ought  to  iiave  secrets — but  as  it  f'-e^trds 
our  in'.ercouise  with  tn-sign  powers,  we  deem  it 
unnecessary,  if  not  miscniev r)U3,  thAt  tiie  privnte, 
and,  perhaps,  only  conditif)n:d  or  contingent  views 
of  our  miuisiers,  siiould  i)e  wantonly  drasrged  be- 
fore tlie  pe(v,-le.  Treaties  b.-twecn  nations  are 
like  bargains  among  individuals,  'n  which  each  p.-^r- 
ty  strives  to  do  tiie  best  for  himself  that  he  can; 


the  war, 
on  the  p; 

der,  not  to  sw  tender  it,  sooner  to  break  off  the  ive- 
gociation  tlian  surrender  it;  that  such  a  cilizc-n, 
with  t!ied>ing  words  of  Lawrence,  "don't  give  up 
the  ship,"  still  vibrating  on  his  car,  should  dLScnbc 
this  interest  "as  totally  unnecessary  for  us  forsub- 
Fisierce  or  occupation,"  and  alfbrding,  «'in  no  ho- 
nest way,  eitiier  commercial  ficiliiy  or  political  ad 
vantage,"  as  "the  doubtful  accommodation  of  a 
few  f  .'■.ermen  annually  decreasing  in  number,"  is 
as  strange  and  unaccountable  to  me  as  that  he 
should  deliberately  sit  down,  two  moi'ths  after  tlie 
treaty  w;is  concluded,  and  write  to  l.isgovernmf-nt 
a  cold  blooded  dissertation  to  prove  that  there  v.as 
ncthing,  absolutely  nothing,  in  tiie  principle  upon 
which  he  and  his  colleagues  had  res'ed  its  future 
defence,  and  that  lie  considered  the  fishing  liberty 
♦•'to  be  entirely  at  an  end,  v*:thcut  a  new  stipulation 
for  its  reviv.ll."' 

Such  were  not  the  sentiments  cf  a  m.ijority  cf 
tlie  American  commissioners  at  Ghent;  su-.;:i  were, 
particularly,  not  the  sentiments  of  the  writer  cf 
these  remarks,  lie  reflects,  wit!)  extreme  satistac- 
tiun,  upon  that  deep  and  earnest  regard  for  this 
interest,  manifested  at  that  ti.ne  by  tiie  executive 
government  of  the  United  States,  in  the  positive 
fciid  unqualified  instruction  of  'Joiii  June,  1814,  to 
the  commissioners,  on  no  consideration  whatever 
la  S7irrcntlcr  ihefahe'i'-a.  Tie  rejoices  that  this  in- 
struction v-fas  implicitly  o!>eycd;  that  the  nation 
issued  from  llie  war  with  ali  its  rights  and  liberties 
unimpaired,  i)reserved  as  will  frwin  llie  artifices  of 
dii)lorr.acy,  as  from  the  force  of  preponderating 
power  upon  their  clement,  the  seas;  and  lie  trus's 
that  the  l.islory  of  this  transaction,  in  idl  itsui^tails, 
from  t!u-  instruction  not  to  surrend'ir  the  f^lierl^s,  to 
tlic  conclusion  of  the  convention  of  2Uth  of  Octo- 
ber, ItSlS,  will  give  solemn  warni:.g  to  the  states 
men 


and  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  estimate  or  fairly  re- 
present tlie  motive  that  influences  on  occasions  of 
this  sort — and  even  if  it  were  otherwise,  the  issue 
b'jing  honor.ible,  .ifl'ords  the  best  reason  to  believe 
tliat  t!ie  myuve  was  so. 

Wc  have  frcqv.ently  s.ated  that  much  of  th-.^  lime 
of  the  late  session  of  congress  was  consumed  in 
electioneering  for  ttie  ne::t  president  of  tlie  United 
States, for  vvhicij  yt  kabt  three,  if  n-jt  all  rlie  Leads 
d  the  great  departments  are  held  up  as  c.in;!idates 
iiy  their  s  veral  friends:  and  it  has  been  too,  much 
ihe  practice  of  these  to  attempt  the  support  of 
tiieir  own  favprile  by  depreciating  the  cliaracter 
and  slaiidiiig  of  otiier  supposed  candidates.  It 
gcmraliy  appeare:!  in  the  house  of  rep:esentatires, 
as  is  there  were  at  le:is;  two  parties  opposed  to  one; 
tiiiis,  the  friends  of  Messrs.  Adams  und  Crawford 
Aers  running  at  Mr.  Galhoun,  those  of  Messrs. 
•Vlarns  and  Calhoun  at  Mr.  Crawford  and  t'lo^e  of 
Messrs.  Crav.  ford  «:/r/ Cailioun  at  .M.-.  Ada:7!S— be- 

j  sides  various  movements   to  exult  or  depress  the 
reputation  of  other  gentlemen- named  for  the  pre- 

I  sidency.     Is  this  a  right Tul  employment  for  tlie  na- 


.  UowjiX  legislature?  Where  is  tlie  article  in  the  con- 
of  this  union,  in  their  conflicts  with  foreign  Ltitution  that  JM.stHies  sucii  doings  in  th-s.-  elected 
powers,  thiough  all  future  time,  r.ever  to  consider  j  .^  nv..ke  the  'laws?  15ut  it  grows  cut  of  that  spirit 
any  of  the  liberties  oi  tms  nation  as  abrog:.ted  by  a  j  „(•  cfi^c^s^;,^,-  wliich.if  not  ; -rt  down,  will  virtLiallv 
v.-ar,  or  capable  of  beuig -xtiuguislied  by  any  other  la^pvive  the  peonle  of  the  United  States  of  tiie  rigli't 
agency  than  our  own  rxpi-ess  rvnuncintioiu  j  of  electing  theirchief  magistrate  (rem  among  them- 

JOil.N  UU1-;C\   ADAMS,      [selves,  and  raise  up  a  sort  of  nobility  in  whom  the 
JJ/uj,'  3,  182-.  j  ciioice  shall  be  really  vested    It  is  a  matter  that  the 

==?s^=^^^^ •'• "         "•  •        _  '^=    pe;jpie  must  seriously  look  into  and  examine:  and 

O^-'Alvvajs  preferring  to  pub!  sh  documentary  theysiioiild  begin  withdiscountenancingthingslike 
pap.  rs  so  as  to  present  a  view  (if  the  whole  ground  ;hat  now  before  us— to  v/hicb  Mr.  Crav/tbrd  and  Mr. 
at  cr.re  to  our  read.rs,  if  possible,  we  gave  up  the    Cal'noun  have  bee 

th 


gr'ater  part  of  the  last  lJi;ffi:>T>:R  lo  the  insertion 
of  Mr.  Ttosseli's  letters,  and  now  appropriate  the 
most  of  our  pages  to  the  publication  of  Mr.  Adam.s' 
i'e{)Iy. 

It  is  not  our  design  to  take  any  part  as  to  the 
merits  of  the  controversy  wiiich  has  made  no  small 
excitement  among  our  politicians;  but,  in  conformi- 
tj  with  what  was  set  forlli  in  our  last  pa!)er,  we 
shall  ask,  -wJtat  good  can  groio  cut  of  it?  How  has 
the  public  service  been  profitted  by  what  we  must 
esteem  an  indelicate  as  well  as  an  imprudent  affair? 

We  cannot  blame  Mr.  Adams  for  claiming  the 
right  of  a  reply,  and  must  approve  that  sense  of 
justice  in;the  president  which  afforded  him  the  op. 


en  subjected  as  well  ::s  Mr.  Ad.ims. 
Let  us  refer  lo  xhe  gening  up  of  this  controversy: 
after  tlie  conclus.on  of  tlie  treaty  of  Giienf,  and 
wl.cn,  in  respect  to  it,  Mr.  Kussell  was  a  private 
gentleman,  he  writes  a  private  letter  [so  marked  by 
/i!infSf(f]to  Mr.  Monroe  as  a  private  man,  which  he 
[the  latter]  deposits  among  his  own  private  pa- 
pers. ;i  he  simple  fact  that  such  a  letter  ever  was 
written,  much  less  the  nature  of  its  contents,  could 
then  only  be  rightfully  known  to  Messrs.  Russell 
and  Monroe,  unless  confidentially.  The  former 
might  proclaim  it,  if  he  pleased — but  the  latter 
was  bound  as  a  gentleman  to  retain  it— as  we  can- 
not doubt  that  he  did;  but  .Mr.  Russell,  surely, 
made  a  grand  mistake  when  he  attempted  to  coa- 
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vevt  lipiivate  paper  into  -.'.fiuliHc  document.     The, 
concUi.-ioii  IS  irresistable,  tiial  /le  was  the  real  cause 
of  the  cA\  made  fcT  the  pvoductioa  of  this  letter:  | 
'.veaie  (niite  cei-tain  ihul  ihegor.lle.iiaa  who  m:ide  i 
■it  is   lacipiole  oi  violaiai^  private  coiifidence,  fori 
we  have  the  pleasure  to  know  i.':s  worth  -hut  \n' 
bthalfof  Mr.  Ttussell,    ch.inty  ni-.iy  plead  Ih-tt  he! 
h.ul  lorgottc-n  '.iie  iacls  wliicli  the  mcssatje  of  the  J 
president  disclosed — he   may  have   believed  th.a 
his  privatf»  paper  was  a  public  one,  and  so  misled 
others  as  toiu  quality. 

It  will  be  r  collected  that,  sometime  ago,  the 
president  hud  been  requested  to  by  before  llie 
house  any  unpublislied  correspondence  about  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  which  lie  should  thmk  it  compati- 
ble with  the  public  good  to  transmit  to  that  body. 
This  request  was  promptly  complied  witli,  andtlie 
papers  in  the  department  of  state  werelretly  co:n- 
municated.  On  receiving  tills  djcuiiicnt,  after  hav 
ing  read  it,  we  enquired  or  a  friend  at  >V''ashn)g"- 
ton  why  money  lia-i  been  expended  in  printing  it 
— tor  the  expenditure  appeared  to  be  without  any 
sort  of  point  or  utiliij":  he  replied,  it  was  suppos- 
ed that  tiiese  papeis  would  have  implicated  Mr, 
Adams,  a'ioiie  of  t!ie  comm;s;.ioners,  w!;ich  they  dia 
not;  for  the  papers  were  signed  by  a/7  of  the  com 
rsissioners.  On  the  19th  of  April,  a  special  call 
was  made  for  the  par;irular  letter  of  Mr.  Rusaell — 
it  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  department  of  state, 
and,  tlie  fact  being  made  known,  he  then  undertook 
to  famish  a  copy  of  i!,  to  be  sent  to  tlie  liouse  as 
tliat  called  for  by  the  resolution.  Mr.  Adams  was 
stf-r.ied  with  the  matter  as  presented  and  renewed 
his  search  for  the  original  -it  w:iS  not  to  be  had; 
he  v.'as  j*istly  a'jarmed,  for  he  became  liable  to  a 
suspicion  that  he  !ia  1  destroyed  it,  or  of  gr^.at  care 
lessness  for  having  mislaid  :t.  Luckily  for  him,  tht- 
idea  of  searcliing  among  the  president's /jr/Yv-if':?  pa 
pers  offered  itself, — and  in  these  (alter  two  days' 
labor,  as  v.-as  said  at  \Vasiiington),  it  was  discover- 
ed, and  the  original  as  well  as  its  reputed  dupli- 
cate is  now  before  the  public,  with  t!ie  answer  and 
rem.-!  ks  of  Mr.  Adams  theieon — about  all  wliich 
every  one  wiil  judge  for  himself.  A  rejoinder 
fio.'n  .Mr.  UusscH  may  be  expected,  and  we  shall 
pee  how  he  will  get  over  the  indelicacy  of  calling 
fur  a  private  paper  fom  a  public  man — how  he 
will  reconcile  tiie  matter  .set  torih  in  l!ie  duplicate 
with  tile  conten'-s  of  the  original,  and  do  away  the 
impression  which  so  gener.d;y  prevails,  that  he 
would  not  have  furnislied  the  latter  if  he  had  not 
felt  confi:lent  that  the  forn-.er  wis  lo.st.  .\fr. 
Adams'  reply  is  warm — it  may  be  called  severe; 
but  t!ie  circumstances  of  the  case  more  than  jus- 
tify him:  he  :nig!it  have  proceeded  much  further 
v.ith  the  approbation  of  honorable  men,  for  he  was 
unfiiirly  assailed. 

There  is  another  tiling  connected  with  this  bu- 
siness that  we  cannot  help  reproving:  after  tlie 
president  had  complieil  wiih  the  call  of  the  house, 
and  the  papers  were  regularly  in  the  hands  of  the 
printer,  Mr.  Ilusseli's  "duplicate"  suddenly  ap])ear- 
ed  in  the  "National  Gazette,"  as  if  to  se  ze  upon 
public  opinion  before  the  -it-hole  matter  could  be  i 
laid  before  the  people.  Tliis  act  must  be  traced  to: 
Mr.  Russf'll,  and  a  \ ery  imjuuilcni  one  we  believe 
that  it  was — to  speak  of  it  In  the  most  favorable 
manner  that  we  can.  j 

The  preceding  remarks  have  no  relation  to  tlie 
merits  of  the  secretary  of  state — they  are  substan-; 
tially  the  same,  and  with  a  view  to  t!ie  .«ame  pur  I 
pose  for  which  we  sliall  speak  of  niniiings-ut  other, 
gentlemen— to  do  what  we  can  to  prevent/Ac  haU: 
«f  legislation  from  becomir.g  the  seat  of  i!ecti.or.en''\. 


inj  cabal;  .  polling  pi  air,  ut  which  Asy  manccuvre 
shall  stand  justified  iliai  ivdi  made  a  vote! — A  prac- 
tice that  cannot  be  loo  earnestly  deprecated. 

A  SEW  opETiA,  called  «'Knterprize,  or  Love  and 
Pleasure,"  written  by  a  gentleman  of  Baliimoro 
and  set  to  music  by  .Mr.  Clifton,  of  this  ciiy,  waa 
performed  at  our  theutre  on  Monday  evening  last, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  a  numerous  audience. 


Floup,  If  our  accounts  are  to  be  relied  on,  there 
is  a  great  scaicity  <.f  bread  stuffs  in  Gruzil,  the 
provinces  of  the  IJio  do  la  Plata,  Ciuli  and  Peru. 
See  the  diflcreat  heads  un.  er  "Foreign  news." 

SoLTTii  a:.[euica.  The  message  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  recommencing  an  acknov/- 
ledgment  of  theindej)eH<!ence  of  the  southern  re- 
pubfics,  has  been  e.xtensively  published  in  the 
British  newspajiers,  with  general  approbation,  so 
far  as  we  have  seen  extracts  from  them.  Thti 
"True  IJriton"  sajs  "there  is  policy  as  well  as  nis- 
tice  and  good  sense  in  this  step."  Even  the 
"f.'ourier"  believes  that  the  Uritish  governnent 
ought  to  think  of  '-a  frani  and  decisive  policy 
with  respect  to  the  South  .\merican  govern- 
ments." The'Tinies,"  of  the  lUih  April,  speak- 
ing of  the  message,  says— "If  the  commercial  and 
otLier  heneficial  r..laiions  between  the  subjects  of 
the  foreign  powers  re.'erred  to,  and  tliuse  of  the 
South  A  .'lencan  repujlics,  could  ne  carried  o;i 
With  the  same  ease  and  advantage  before  any  act 
of  formal  recognition  as  after  it,  we  may  admit 
tnat  there  was  no  positive  obligation  coiiipeiling 
the  said  foreigners  to  acknowledge  the  new  r.iet; 
of  freemen.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  inclined 
to  offer  t!iem  such  a  proor'  of  respect  and  confi- 
deu'  e,  iliere  is  now,  as  we  conceive,  no  pub- 
lic principle  forbidding  the  friendly  powers  of 
either  hemisphere  to  exercise  their  own  right  of 
election,  as  it  has  been  exercised  at  so  many  dif- 
ferent periods  in  the  history  of  Europe  and  Great 
Britain  herself.  How  far,  indeed,  a  continued  ac- 
knowledg-ment  of  the  Spanish  sovereignly  dej.irs 
over  provinces,  whicli  have  absolutely  and  cffec- 
tiudly  throv;n  off  the  de  facto  sovereignty  of  th.\t 
natiiin,  niay  not  hereafter  give  the  South  Ameii- 
cans  a  lav.ful  cause  of  quarrel  against  states  wiiich 
may  be  guilty  of  such  a  positive  denial  of  their  in- 
dependence, is  a  question  for  jurists  to  decide. 
I'ne  English,  under  king  William,  alleged  r.s  a 
principal  ground  of  war  again.-t  Louis  XfV,  that 
he  still  rec')gn!2ed  the  title  of  the  Stuart  family 
to  tile  crown  of  these  realm«,  which  title,  witli  the 
actual  possession,  the  n:'.t:on  i:ad  taken  into  its  own 
hands.and  transferred  to  another  sovereign.  Spain 
herself  may  possibly  ere  long-  disphiy  suflicient 
wisd.om  and  manly  resolution,  to  set  an  exaninli; 
to  friendly  states,  which  they  can  surely  not  oiTenrl 
her  by  following.  We  appreliend,  however,  than 
the  president  is  at  present  somewhat  sanguine  in 
expecting  that  the  European  Spaniards  will  deem 
his  recognition  of  the  independence  of  their  qnon- 
dam  subjects,  ".'>.  satisfactory"  measure,  even  w  hen 
combined  with  the  most  pres.smg  assurances  of  a... 
determination  not  to  ciiange  thereby  the  "friendly 
relations  of  the  United  States  v.'ith  eitJier  govern, 
ment." 

Pin.^Tr..^,,  ?<c.  The  U.  S.  schooner  Alligator,  lieut. 
com.  Stockton,  has  arrived  at  Charleston  from  aa 
active  cruise  in  the  West  India  seas,  especialy  on. 
the  coast  of  Cuba,  after  pirates.  Lieut.  S.  reco* 
vcrcd  several  vessels  from  the  nn,sse.ssion  of  these 
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wretches,  and  rescued  some  prisoners  from  their 
murderous  hands,  but  niadu  no  prisoners — the  pi- 
rates keeping!;  close  to  the  shore,  and  always  bein^ 
OB  the  alert  to  escape. 

The  account  of  the  cruise  of  this  vessel,  (for  a- 
while  in  company  with  the  U.  S  schooner  Grampus, 
lieut.  com.  Gregory)  is  hif^-hly  interesting — but  we 
have  not  roonn  to  give  it  now.  Tiiere  is  no  sort  of 
doubt  but  that  the  pirates  are  encouraged  and  pro 
tected  by  certam  of  the  authorities  in  Cuba,  es- 
pecially by  the  governor  of  Ilolguin,  with  whom  a 
correspondence  was  held  which  will  probably  be 
published.  Plundered  goods  were  publicly  brought 
in  and  sold  at  Xibara,  and  Iieut.  Stockton  was  hard- 
ly restrained,  by  his  positive  instructions,  from  set- 
tling the  account  with  the  commandant  and  peo 
pie  ..f  t'iat  place, 

It  appears  t'.iat  the  famous  Lafitte  is  at  the  head 
of  some  of  tliose  parties — that  their  business  is  in 
creasing — t  iat  iucy  ofien  murder  whole  crews,  and 
that  some  strong  act  of  justice,  after  the  manner 
of  Jucksrm,  mtist  be  committed  to  suppress  these 
dreadful  vdlanies,  to  which  there  seem  to  be  parties 
througiiout  the  island  of  Cuba. 

The  Alligator  has  brought  in  two  prizes,  one  the 
Colombian  privateer  schr.  called  the  Cienega, 
mounting  1  long  12  and  4  carronades,  the  crew 
of  whicli  had  mutinied  at  U.^gged  Island,  and  was 
taken  by  the  A.  oH'Neuvitas,  vvithout  any  commis- 
sion on  boarJ;  the  otiier  a  sloop,  found  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  pirates  at  s.^a,  with  otdy  a  dog  on 
board,  and  marks  of  blood  on  her  deck. 


Foreign  news.  Dy  numerous  arrivals,  we  have 
London  dates  as  late  as  the  evening  of  the  17th 
April.  A  summary  notice  of  the  chief  things  men- 
tioned will  be  found  below. 

Great  Britain,  3  per  cent,  consols,  April  17, 
7o^78J.  There  was  much  bustle  and  fluctuation 
in  the  slock  market,  and  a  great  deal  of  gambling. 
U.  S.  5  per  cents  96  a  97;  bank  shares  221.  lUs.  wilii 
dividend  from  1st  Jan.;  new  dolkirs  4s.  XQJ.;  silver 
in  bars  4s.  11^'/.  per.  oz. 

Parliament  re-assembled  on  tlie  17th  April — the 
19th  was  ti.Ked  on  for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
for  opening  tlie  porli  of  the  West  India  colonies; 
and  the  22d  assigned  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
agricultural  committee. 

The  king's  visit  to  Ireland  cost  40,000;.  which 
was  taken  out  of  the  droits  of  tlie  admiralty. 

It  is  calculated  that  the  silver  lead  mines  now  at 
work  in  Cornwall,  and  others  about  to  commence, 
vvdl,  in  a  few  years,  raise  sutticient  silver  for  the  use 
of  the  kingdom.  At  .Sir  Ciiristopher  Hawkins'  mine 
in  that  county,  a  plate  of  silver  has  been  extract 
ed  which  weighed  nearly  4001bs.  This  mme  pro- 
duces two  and  so.metimes  three  such  pieces  a  month. 

We  are  informed,  (says  an  English  paper),  upon 
the  authority  of  letters  from  Liverpool,  that  within 
the  last  four  months  three  A.merican  vessels  have 
cleared  out  there,  with  cargoes  consisting  princi- 
pally of  Britisii  manufactures,  cotton  goods,  and 
bullion,  ostensibly  for  Java,  but  really  for  China. 

The  distress  of  the  agriculturalists  continues: 
it  is  exceedingly  severe.  A  person  whose  tenants 
owed  him  800/.  ottered  lo  receive  of  tliem  4U0/.  as 
in  full,  and  out  of  the  whole  of  them  could  not 
raise  money  enough  to  pay  one  of  his  own  debts 
of  50/. 

Average  price  of  wheat,  Gth  April,  45s.  SJ.  per 
quarter. 

The  following  is  an  official  account  of  all  foreign 
grain,  meal  and  flour,  remaining  in  warehouse  un- 
'ler  bond,  on  the  5th  January,  1822.  Barley,  35,955 


qrs.;  beans  54,897  do.;  Indian  corn,  226;  oats 
100,106;  peas  10,033;  rye  9,001;  wheat  673,609 
lotal  85S,947.     Meal  and  Hour,  133,652  cwt. 

A  ship,  with  specie.  See.  valued  at  170,000/.  from 
Jamaica  to  Londyn,  is  supposed  to  be  lost  at  sea. 

The  action  against  the  cavalry,  for  the  massacre 
at  Minchc.ster  in  1820,  has  resulted  in  a  verdict  for. 
the  defendants  —as  was  expected. 

Mrs.  Coutts,  the  young  widow  of  the  old  alder- 
man to  whom  she  gave  up  her  person,  is  cutting 
A  great  dash  at  London,  Stc. 

'Vwofemalds  lately  fought  a  pitched  battle  in  Lon- 
don— tiiey  maintained  twenty  rounds,  to  the  ereat 
delight,  no  doubt,  of  the  'fanci/.'* 

Ireland  is  yet  disturbed  and  executions  are  fre- 
quent. The  country  can  hardly  be  quieted  unless 
some  relief  is  aiiorded  to  the  sufiering  people, 
urged  on  iry  penury  and  want.  Many  perish  for  the 
lack  of  fb'jd. 

Two  -women  have  been  taken  up  in  Ireland, 
charged  with  being  ly/iite  Buys. 

France  A  considerable  war  appears  to  be  on 
the  point  of  breaking  out  between  the  French  and 
English  fishermen,  by  the  encroachments  of  the 
latter  on  the  shores  of  the  foriwer.  Tranquillity  is 
said  to  have  been  restored  at  Toulouse. 

Many  plots  and  conspiracies  are  spoken  of  as 
ex:sting  in  France — but  do  not  appear  likely  to 
amount  to  much  just  now.  Gen.  Berton  is  sup- 
posed to  have  fled  to  Portugal. 

Lucien  Bonaparte  has  been  ordered  to  quit  Brus- 
sels, for  havi.ig  married  his  son  to  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Bonaparte.  The  very  name  strikes  the  le- 
giti'rates  with  terror. 

The  vineyards  about  Bordeaux  have  suffered 
much  by  the  frost,  and  winea  and  brandies  have 
advanced  in  price. 

Spain.  The  French  editors  have  manuf;iCtured 
several  accounts  of  massacres  in  Spain — such  as  the 
killing  of  all  the  royal  family  and  the  assassination 
of  many  of  the  patriot  leaders — but  the  tranquillity 
of  the  kingdom  was  certainly  improving,  though 
all  was  not  quiet.  Cadiz  has  been  declared  a  free 
port. 

The  Spanish  minister  at  Paris  has  presented  a 
spirited  note  to  the  French  government,  deman;!- 
ing  the  reason  why  25,000  Fi'cnch  troops  are  kept 
stationed  immediately  on  the  Spanish  frontier.'' — 
The  yellow  fever,  whicii  hitlierto  afforded  a  pre- 
tence for  the  [jroceeding,  having  totally  ceased? 

Portugal  is  going  on  regularly.  Tlie  cortes  are 
now  chiefiy  interested  about  the  condition  of  Bra- 
zil.    Conciliatory  measures  are  recommended. 

J\'aples.  The  king  lias  decreed  tlie  punishment 
of  death  on  any  subject  now  out  of  his  kingdom,  on 
account  of  events  in  1820,  which  extends  to  all  per- 
sons who  correspond  with  them. 

Denmark;  iJc.  There  iiave  been  dreadful  storms 
on  the  northern  coasts  of  Europe.  It  is  believed 
that  1500  persons  perished  on  that  of  Jutland, 
alone. 

/iussia.  The  house  of  Tschernikow,  at  Moscow, 
has  stopped  payment  for  two  millions  of  roubles. 
The  emperor  having  instituted  an  inquiry  into 
the  abuses  committed  in  the  government  of  Siberia, 
a  report  has  been  made  on  the  subject,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  678  civil  officers  in  that  country 
have  been  removed,  punished  or  reprimanded,  in- 
cluding the  governors  of  Siberia,  of  Irkrutz  and 
Tomsk. 

/iussia  and  Turkey  were  not  yet  at  war.  Some 
negociations  was  still  said  to  be  going  on,  and  it 
was  reported  that  Austria  and  England  were  to  be 
n\,f^i.at9rsj  but  both  parties  were  preparing  for  bat- 
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and  renew  llieir  trade,  tor  which  it  was  thoui^hthe 
liimseif  would  be  decapitated — previous  to  tliis  he 
had  declared  tliat  the  English  who  cnme  to  Canton 
were  "a  detesiatioa  of  the  Cliinese  and  the  i.corn;of' 
the  whole  world — tiiat  they  should  not  take  away 
a  drop  of  dsw  from  the  tea  leaf,  iioi-  the  doan  from 
a  tbread  of  silk."  Canton  was  exceedinf,'ly  dull  in 
consequence  of  tiiis  procedure  of  the  Er.ijlisli,  who 
appealed  deterinim-d  to  resist  the  absurd  Liws 
of  th>-  emjiire  as_to  cases  of  liiis  nature. 

West  Indies,  l  he  crews  of  two  Euijlish  vessels, 
captured  by  Spanish  privateers  and  sent  to  Porto 
liico,  liave  been  jjiven  up  on  the  demand  of  the 
captain  of  tlie  British  slooj)  of  war  Ebk. 

A  Hermuda  paper  of  the  4tb  of  May  says — "The 
Falmouth,  captain  I'urcell,  was  lately  ordered  to 
call  at  Porto  Bello,  on  tlie  Spanish  Main,  to  notify 
the  commandant  of  marine,  that  the  English  admi- 
ral will  not  admit  of  anj'  port  on  the  Main,  in  pos- 
session of  the  Colombians,  bein^ln  a  state  of  block- 
ade, unless  ttiere  be  two  reijular  men  of  war  sta- 
tioned oti'such  jiort  to  enforce  tlie  same;  and  that 
the  Spanish  pri%'atcers  capturiiitj  any  English  ves- 
sel, in  violation  of  tliis  intiariation,  will  be  declared 
pirates,  aisd  dealt  with  according!}." 

The  ihitish  islands,  ^enerHlI),  are  suffering- great 


xle.  It  appears  to  us  that  the  divan  will  not,  per- 
haps, cannot,  yield  any  thing  to  Russia,  but  has  de 
termined  that  boslilities  shall  be  comm.eiiced  by 
that  power,  the  forceb  of  which  v/ere  still  concen- 
trating on  llie  irouticr.  The  state  of  the  roads  had 
prevented  the  approaches  of  the  artillery,  v»'hich 
the  Russi^ns.seem  to  be  waiting  for. 

Turkey.  A  heavy  squadron  lliat  had  been  block- 
aded by  the  Greeks  in  the  Gulf  of  I.epauto,  iius 
been  surrendered  to  them.  'I'his  was  the  frag- 
ment of  the  fleet  lately  ca|)tured  by  the  Greeks, 
and  makes  the  whole  number  of  vessels  taken  or 
destroyed,  by  that  victory,  amount  to  31 — about  20 
of  wliich  were  ships  of  war — 4  of  them  frigates. 

The  Janissaries  nave  behaved  very  disorderly  en 
several  occasions — 150  were  imprisoned  at  Con 
stantinople  and  15  others  put  to  death.  130,000 
Asiatic  troops  are  in  the  tieigliborhcodof  the  capi- 
tal, on  whom  the  sultan  appears  to  place  much  re- 
liance. The  Turks  are  furious  fur  war  with  tlie 
Russians,  and  it  ii  said  that  the  sultan  will  himself 
lead  the  armies,  accompanied  by  the  famous  stand- 
ard of  'liihoinet;  which,  being  displayed,  calls  eve- 
ry follower  of  tlie  prophet  to  arras. 

Many  of  the  provinces  are  in  a  s'.ate  of  fermenta- 
tion; especially  Bosnia,  Servia,  Albania,  and  Epirus. 

The  Turks  continue  their  cruelties  on  the  Greeks,  j  agricultural  and  coranieicial  d. stress,  and  are  send- 
though  some  of  the  tales  seem  too  horrible  for  be-  ing  additional  petiticnsto  the  kingi'or  reHef.  They 
lief.  At  Kydonia  they  are  said  to  have  employed  want  an  open  trade  with  the  United  States, 
themselves  .i  hanging  and  shcotlng  about  1000  Huyti.  'I'his  island  is  all  cjuiet.  Tlie  troops  arc 
children  who  weie  too  small  iur  the  slave  market  'in  the  highest  state  of  discipline,  and  the  people 
And  it  is  stated,  they  iiad  butchered  1200  persons !  appear  to  he  devoted  to  their  chie.f,  president 
attached  to  the  monasteries  of  motint  Athos,  which  i  tJoyer.  t'iie  national  guard,  at  Cape  Haylien, 
caused  the  monks  to  tako  part  in  the  struggle. —  '  was  lately  levievved  by  him,  and  6,000  were  on  the 
The  Turks  h-.vc  desolated  M.  Id.tvia  with  lire- -they   lield. 

df*stri)yed  580  houses  at  Jasiy  on  the  night  of  tlie  j  Cuba.  A  party  of  soldiers  have  demolished  a 
9th  March,  about  which  there  was  a  severe  battle  j  printir.g-etlici.  at  Havana,  and  abused  the  editor 
between  the  Janissaries  and  the  Tilmes — of  tke  !  and  ids  woikmcn, /or  jjublising  some  strictures  on 
former,  190  meu  svere  icdled  and  many  woundtd.        the  conduct  of  the   captain  general.     A  remon- 

The  Greeks  are  inipidly  improving  in  disc'pline,  !  strance,  to  the  Spanish  cortes,  again;it  the  wanton 
and  their  I'orccs  appear  now  •(>  be  pretty  '.veil  .)rga-  abuse  of  power,  was  drawn  up  the  next  day  and 
niztd.  M;%ny  battles  takr  place,  in  which  the  i'urks  s;.Q,ned  by  more  than  3000  inhabitants.  "All  is  con- 
are  generally  defeaicd — .ju:  the  details  are  confus-  jecture  ^s  to  what  will  be  the  termination  of  this 
ed  and  not  worth  ivijeating.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  ■  affair;  but  we  are  in  daily  expectation  of  a  vevo- 
that  the  Greeks  r.r>?  evidently   gaining  ground. —   liition  in  the  government  ot  the  island." 


'I'lie  barbarous  government  of  the  Turks  has  ren- 
dered them  desperate.  Terror  prevails  wherever 
the  Ottoman  i.ai  power. 

On  the  certainly  of  hostilities  with  Russia,  a  levy 
eii  masse  will  be  made  at  Consiantinople.  It  is  re 
ported  tiiat  16  000  men  have  i)een  sent  to  reduce 
the  peijile  of  Candia,  who  had  r.-volted.  <"he  iiriny 
on  i*.;c;  ituss.an  frontier  is  said  to  be  160,000  strong 
ani  well  eq'iip;jcd.  K  cruits arc  coiitiiiually  inarch- 
iiig  towards  the  capital  from  the  interior  Asiatic 
f)ossessi(<ns. 

In  the  late  naval  victory  of  the  Greeks,  tlie  cap 
tain  bey,  Isir.ai  I  Gibralter,  and  the  Algcrine  admiral, 
W*-re  t.ik'-n  prsone-s     'i'he  Greeks  lia\  e  defeated  I  shew  of  rovaltv  in  t!ie  republic;  wh.ich  is  daily  in- 


JiruzU.  Fl'  ur  was  selling  at  St.  Salvador  at  c>7 
(h.ilars  per  barrel — m  uiy  bakers  had  stopped  bu- 
siness in  eonsequr  n  :e. 

Culomlda,  It  i.s  st'ii'.-l  in  a  letter,  dated  Paris, 
April  lijili,  that  Mr  Zc-,,  tiie  Colo^nbian  minister 
there,  had,  tlie  day  pr  ceding,  delivered  a  <iip!o- 
ir.atic  note  to  the  ambassadois  of  tlie  dilfer'-nt  Eu- 
ropean jiowcrs  at  this  court,  demanding  the  recog- 
nition of  the  independence  of  Colombia.  Jt  is  ex- 
tremely well  written  and  tlie  language  said  to  be 
ijol  1  and  firm, 

M,'ralk-s  stdl  ma!;-.tains  tlie  cause  of  Spain — but 
Porto  Cabello  musi  sjun  fall,  and,  with  it,  the  i:;it 


the  Tiiiks  at  Zilmie,  near  the  t'amous  pass  of  Ther- 
mopylae— their  commander,  Ulysses,  was  wounrled. 
China.  It  is  known  to  be  the  practice  of  the 
government  of  this  country,  v/hen  a  Chinese  is 
killed  h\  a  foreigner,  even  by  accident,  to  tlemand 
life  fur  life.  It  appears  thr^t  a  British  friga'c,  lying 
near  Canton,  for  certain  good  reasons,  iis.'l  iired 
upon  and  kdled  several  Chinese.  The  autliorities 
of  li.e  place  demanded  the  same  number  of  Eng 
lisuinen  to  be  put  to  death,  which  was  refused.  In 
consequence,  all  intercourse  with  tlie  latter  was 
Strictly  prohibit,  u,  and  they  had  struck  tlieir  fl  g 
and  embarked  at  Macoa,  At  this  ihe  viceroy  v.ms 
exceedingly  alarmed,  and  is  said  to  have  requested 
the  English  to  give  upaome  of  th^ix  men  to  death 


ceasing  in  strength  and  rapidly  advancing  to  pios- 
perit  — piotiiisiiig  to  bev^ome,  from  its  local  con- 
dition n  1  natural  advantages,  of  great  importance 
in  the  scale  of  nation  ■ 

Biteiris  Jyrcs  Tlii.  •  Aurora"  Informs  us  that — 
"Oil  tlu:  14th  of  Januii) ,  commiisioners  from  the 
provinces  of  Buenos  Ayres,  Santa  Fe,  Entre  Bios, 
and  Cnnientes,  met  at  the  city  of  Santa  Fe,  duly 
authorized — one  from  each  of  tiiose  states;  and  on 
the  25th  concluded  a  solemn  treaty.  The  stipula- 
tions are  couched  in  seventeen  articles,  by  wliich 
they  bind  thf-nvielves  to  make  common  cause 
agaii-.st  external  or  internal  foes;  and  allurd  each 
other  mutual  succor  of  all  kinds.  The  8th  article 
nrovijies  top  rite  complete  freedom  of  mariti",, 
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commerce  in  national  vessels,  without  payinfj  du- 
ties or  suffering- delays  at  any  port  of  the  contract- 
ing- parties,  &c.  except  so  far  as  may  be  necessary 
to  examine  ships'  papers  in  prevention  or  detection 
of  contraband. 

Uy  article  13  it  is  agreed  that,  in  coiiseqnence  of 
the  losses  and  expenditures  of  protracted  warfare, 
foreiijn  and  civil,  it  is  inexpedient  to  form  a  gene- 
ral congress/or  l/ie  present:  and  Santa  Fe  is  to  with- 
draw the  deputy  from  this  partial  congress  at  Cor- 
dova. Rut  article  14  provifles,  that  wiien  one  state 
thinks  the  proper  occasion  presents  itself  for  in- 
stalling a  congress,  it  shall  consult  with  and  inrite 
the  otiiers, 

Buenos  Ayres,  herself,  appears  to  proceed  pros- 
perons!}'.  Ht^r  papers  discuss  freely  the  most  im- 
portant subjects,  and  in  a  republican  spirit.  She 
has  just  built  an  edifice  ^or  a  representative  hall, 
under  t!ie  direction  of  I).  Prospero  Catelmo.  Its 
foundations  are  laid  precisely  on  the  sa^ie  spot 
whereon  were  reared  the  dum^fons  of  O'uro  in 
1780,  in  which  the  most  unbridled  tyraiiny  was  ex- 
ercised  against  those  accused  of  promotiug  the  in 
dependence  of  Peru — over  those  disgraceful  re- 
TneTibrances,  in  1822  and  succeeding  ye:J"f,  the 
consolatory  voice  of  liberty  and  justice  will  re- 
sound." 

The  Paraguayans  have  seized  on  the  person  of 
the  celebrated  botanist  Ronplandt,  out  of  jealousy, 
lest  he  should  diffuse  the  cultivation  of  tliefamous 
Paraguay  shrub,  matte,  which  I'orms  a  lucrative  ar- 
ticle of  export. 

Flour  at  Buenos  Ayr^s,  has  sold  for  §20  per  bar- 
rel. The  produce  of  the  country  was  also  very 
high. 

Chili.  A  decree  was  issued  on  the  2rth  January 
last,  absolutely  prolii!)itnig  the  export  of  wheat, 
flour  and  'jread  Ironi  the  territories  of  the  repub- 
lic during  the  present  ytar,  on  account  of  the 
shortness  of  the  crops.  The  eifect  of  this  may  be 
estimated  from  the  fact,  that  Chili  was  considered 
as  the  granary  of  Peru. 

Pent.  The  state  of  this  country  is  improving. 
Tiie  rova!  power  is  not  yet  entirely  subjected,  but 
its  efforts  cannot  avail  any  thing.  The  patriot  go- 
vernment lias  fitted  out  a  small  fleet  of  5  vessels. 
The  Constellation  frigate  lately  visited   .Molendo. 

JMexico.  It  is  stated  that  a  very  extraordinary 
discovery  was  a  tew  years  since  made  in  Gnatima- 
la,  of  the  ruins  of  an  extensive  city,  which  had  for 
ages  been  covered  with  herbage  and  underwood. 
It  has  since  been  accurately  surveyed  i:)y  a  learned 
Spaniard,  and  drawings  made  of  its  curiosities. — 
The  originals  of  them  have  arrived  in  London,  and 
will  soon  be  presented  to  the  world. 

Tliey  have  it  reported  at  Havana,  that  Mexico 
is  for  are  union  with  the  mother  country;  yetSpan- 
)s!i  troops  are  shipped  off  from  the  laller  to  the 
former,  from  wlience  they  are  sent  to  Spain. 

Later— London  l>(i per s  to  the  2Ath  inst. 
The  distressing  intelligence  is  received  that  the 
packet  ship  Albion,  of  New  York,  for  Liverpool, 
with  a  number  of  passengers,  a  valuable  cargo  and 
a  large  quantity  of  specie  on  board,  has  been  to 
tally  lost  near  the  Old  Head  at  Kinsaie,  when  the 
whole  perished  except  one  passenger,  one  of  the 
mates  and  six  of  the  crew!  There  were  about  22 
cabin  passengers,  7  of  whom  were  ladies,  and  6  in 
the  steerage,  the  crew  consisted  of  24  men,  so 
about   44  persons  lost  their  livts! — among  whom 


was  count  Lefebvre  Desnouttes.  The  vessel  went 
to  pieces  on  the  rocks — some  cotton,  &c.  had  float- 
ed  ashore.  The  people  on  the  coast  appear  to  have 
rendered  every  assistance  in  their  power.  We  have 
not  room  for  further  particulars  now. 

Nothing  important  had  yet  been  transacted  in 
parliament — tfie  present  rnmorsj  are  favorable  to  an 
•adjustment  of  the  disputes  between  Russia  and  Tur- 
key,  through  the  eflbrts  of  Great  Britain  and  Aus- 
tria. The  great  naval  victory  said  to  have  been  ob- 
tained by  the  Greeks,  as  mentioned  above,  is  thought 
not  to  have  been!  Many  arrests  are  taking  place 
in  different  parts  of  Frince— the  London  Morning 
Chronicle  has  been  seized  at  all  the  public  places 
in  Paris,  and  gnvernment  seemed  to  be  mucfi  alarm- 
ed at  a  patriotic  song  addressed  to  the  corps  of  sol- 
diers stationed  near  the  Pyrenees, 
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J^'aval.  The  frigate  which  is  nearly  built  at 
Philadelphia,  is  to  be  called  the  Susgnehnnnah. — 
The  keel  of  a  ship  that  may  carry  140  guns,  it  is 
said,  is  about  to  be  laid  there.  The  former  is  co- 
vered with  a  lionse  as  the  latter  will  be,  and  it  is 
understood  that  neither  of  them  will  be  speeddy 
launched,  unless  the  relations  of  our  country  should 
be  materially  changed.  Tliis  is  believed  to  be  the 
best  way  of  preserving  vessels. 

The  North  Carolina  74,  a  noble  vessel,  has  left  !ier 
anchorage  at  the  navy  yard,  Piiiladelphia,  and  is 
waiting  for  a  high  tide  to  cross  the  bar  at  Fort  Mif- 
flin, for  Chester,  where  she  is  to  be  fitted  out. 

Capt  Spence  is  appointed  to  the  Cyane  of  24  guns, 
capt.  Mc.nshaw  to  the  .Tolin  Adams  of  24  guns,  and 
capt.  Cars'in  to  the  Peacock  of  18 — all  fitting  out 
to  cruiii  in  the  West  India  seas. 

The  .Macedonian  fiigaie  was  lately  at  Havana — 
the  Alligator  has  just  returned  from  a  cruise  off  the 
coast  of  Cuba,  and  the  Grampus  and  some  other  ves- 
sels are  engaged  in  the  same  service.  Our  govern- 
ment seems  determined  to  suppress  piracy,  if  pos- 
sible to  do  il. 

A  seal,  weighing  126^  pounds,  has  lately  been 
caught  m  Gunpowder  Falls,  Harford  county,  Mary- 
land, at  the  head  of  tide  water. 

Fire.  A  great  fire  raged  in  the  woods  between 
.Mbany  and  Sctienectarly,  a  few  days  past — and 
some  iiouses  were  burnt  doivn  by  it. 

Jiiot,  A  parcel  of  Irish  laborers  employed  in 
the  navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  lately  attempted  to 
rescue  some  property  of  one  of  their  fellows  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  sheriff.  The  affray  was  a  se- 
vere one — tMit  "club  law"  did  not  prevail.  Capt. 
Mull  exposed  himself  considerably  to  quell  the 
riot. 

^■Ippalac/'iic'ila.  Tlie  !)rig  William  and  Jane,  the 
_/i.r-tt  sfjuare  rigged  vessel  that  ever  arrived  at  or 
sailed  from  tins  port,  has  arrived  at  New  York, 
with  266  bales  of  cotton,  the  product  of  the  Jlrst 
seed  ever  planted  in  the  neighborhood,  which  has 
succeed-d  beyond  expectation. 

A'civOrleiins.  In  consequence  of  the  rise  of 
the  rivers,  127,958  bales  of  cotton  arrived  at 
New-Orleans  in  six  weeks,  ending  April  29,  viz. 
95,371  Louisianas,  9,128  \labamas,  23.459  Ten- 
nessres.  It  appears  that  about  10,000  more  bales 
of  cotton  were  ex[)orted  from  Xew-Orleans  ia 
7  months  ending  with  April  1822,  than  in  the  same 
time  in  1821— the  greater  quantity  being  90,039 
bales. 


rUISTJD    BY   WILLIAM   OGDEH  BUZ!',  AT  THB  FBASK.LIN  PHESS,   WATEH-STBEIT,  SAST  OF    SOUTH-STUEKX 


rjiuAtf*-  jBA<«!afcyw«ci-;'i  .-?>-iui*:^iBttw 


MILES'  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 

NxwsEHiKa.  No.  15— Vol.  X.]      lJx\LTl.MOIlK,  .IL'iNIi  8, 1822.     [No.  15— Vol. XXII.  WHor,KNo.56t 


THE  PAST — THE   PIIESKNT — FOIl  THK  KCTURE. 


EDITED   ASJ)  PnilLISlIF.D   nY   H,  NILKS,   AT  $5  PKU    A^mrM,   P\T*ntK   ly  ADVANCK. 


SouTiiEii.v  iiEi'uiiLics.  The  note  of  M.  Zen,  the 
eolombian  minisler  at  Puns,  to  the  ambassadors 
from  the  di.^crerit  European  courts,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings lately  had  in  London,  [see  foreig-n  news] 
would  seem  to  ii.duce  a  belit-t'that  our  policy  is  to 
follow  lip  the  act  of  recognition  by  the  speedy  ap- 
pointinent  of  ministers  to  the  new  republics  of  the 
soutli,  that  we  may  gain  certain  a<IvHnt;iges  in  tlie 
trade  and  commerce  uf  the  people  with  whoiT,  .n 
every  account,  we  ought  to  have  tlie  best  inider- 
stiinding. 

Wheat — several  parcels  have  been  received  at 
New-York,  from  Liverpool,  and  sold  at  a  profit— 
we  suppose  it  was  bontled  grain,  of  which  the  qiian- 
ti!y  on  hand,  in  Englanc',  was  enormous.  The  Hri 
tlsh  agents  in  the  United  States  insist  upon  it  that 
any  regulation  of  trade,  \Vhich  alfects  British  goods, 
must  be  injurious  to  us — but  their  government 
compels  them,  when  at  home,  to  purchase  even 
tlie  "stalf  of  life"  at  a  much  higher  rate  than  fu. 
reigners  would  furnish  it  at:  so  their  nolions,  like 
their  calicoes,  are  for  c.rportation. 

T)u.  Eiiicii  Bor.LMAN,  wedl  known  as  tlie  compa- 
nion of  our  countryman  Ilus^er,  in  his  attempt  to  res- 
cue La  Fayette  from  tlie  dungeons  of  Olmutz,  died 
at  .Jamaica  on  the  9th  of  December  last.  He  was 
the  writer  of  several  able  [lieceson  political  econo- 
my—a man  of  a  strong  mind  and  adventurous  spirit. 


"The  PToxEKns"  oe  the  SusanEsiANNAii,  a  new 
novel  by  the  aulhor  of  «<the  Spy,"  is  just  about  to  be 
published  at  New  York.  «'l  he  Spy"  has  passed 
through  its  Ihiid  edition.  "Who  reads  an  Ameri- 
can hook?"  

I'tiACEnnirGE  hall,  or  a  collection  of  tales  by 
our  countryman  Irving,  has  recently  appeared  in 
two  volumes  small  8vo.  and  is  selling  in  boards  at 
five  dollars  per  copy.  The  price,  compared  with, 
the  quantity  of  matter  contained  in  the  work,  is 
more  exorbitant  th:in  that  of  any  book  ever  pub- 
lished in  the  United  States,  and  much  complained 
ot  by  the  friends  of  American  lileryture.  Much 
more  money  would  have  been  made  out  of  it,  if  its 
price  had  been  fixed  at  two  dollars. 

Do-MKSTic  '::\rANTiEArTuuEs  are  prosperous.     The 


than  1000  liead  of  sheep — some  from  3  to  4000,  who 
make  it  their  business  to  raise  wool.  The  cultiva. 
tion  of  flax  is  extendingly  rapidly,  and  some  othe?' 
things  must  be  deemed  prosperous;  but  the.zVo.i 
business,  the  sinew  of  the  whole,  and  so  directi*' 
needful  to  the  independence  of  the  countr}',  isstdl 
in'a  languishing  condition  and  imperiously  demands 
the  protection  of  the  government,  which  is  also 
necessary  for  other  articles  of  great  interest  to  the 
coim'.iy. 

In  Oneida  county.  New  York,  tl«re  are  eleven 
cotton  factories,  in  whit:h  8670  spindles  ai-e  con- 
stantly running — they  are  capable  of  containini^ 
25000  and  will  very  soon  have  that  number,  neu- 
ones  being  in  preparation.  There  are  also  three 
extensive  woollen  manufactories  in  this  county, 
and  many  other  manufacturing  establishments — ■ 
among  them  one  oi  -water  color  paints,  said  to  be  of 
the  very  best  quality,  but  the  maker  yet  findi  it  his 
interest  to  send  them  forth  as  English.  We  have; 
had  occasion  to  complain  of  British  counterfeits — 
but  justice  requires  us  to  say  that  we  too  "corns  j/«;i- 
yireff  over"  them.  All  of  us  are  much  the  creatures  of 
prejuflice — opinion  is  too  often  fixed  by  custom, 
and  real  merit  made  to  give  way  to  reputable  nam^s. 
Our  coarse  cottons  are  better  than  the  British — sr> 
they  imitate  them  and  impose  their  flimsey  fn- 
bricks  on  the  ignorant;  other  articles  will  not  sell 
in  the  United  States,  unless  marked  as  foreign, 
though  of  superior  quality — and  so  our.  m.anufactu- 
rers  m.^rk  them.  When  will  the  people  be  ftilly 
convinced  of  the  force  of  responsi-biliiy?  '!"he  Bri- 
tish manufactures,  in  general,  for  bomeconsump- 
lion,  are  as  different  from  those  put  together  fo^ 
exportation,  as  Waltham  shirtings  are  from  the  thin 
muslins  of  India.  The  fnreign  manifacturer,  scnd-^ 
ing  goods  to  the  U.  States  and  selling  on  his  own  ac- 
count, as  millions  of  dollars  worth  are  every  year, 
feels  no  sort  of  obligation  to  make  them  substan- 
tially— he  has  only  to  please  the  eve  and  "catch 
the  natives;"  but  when  we  know  an  artist  or  manu- 
f;icturer  personally,  or  have  him  within  striking; 
distance,  he  is  obligated  to  himself  to  obtain  ol' 
preserve  a  reputation  for  his  products. 

Emtoration.  a  considerable  number  of  personr; 
are  just  now  arriving  in  the  United  States  from  Eu- 
rope.    During  the  month  of  Ma}',  632  passenger? 


legislation  of  necessity  and  the  balance  of  trade  Ireached  Nev/. York  from  fnreign  ports — about  six 


against  us  shewn  by  the  rate  of  exchange,  has  given 
to  several  branches  of  business  a  large  portion  of 
that  spirit  whicli  Mr.  Bahhiiii's  projected  tariff 
was  designed  to  afford.  Tile  Waltham  company, 
and  a  manufacturing  com;)any  at  Hartford,  Con. 
have  lately,  respectively,  divided  at  the  rate  of  25 
and  17  per  cent,  per  ann.  on  their  capitals,  leaving 
handsome  surplusses.  Tl.e  establishmc  nts  for  spin- 
ning and  weaving  cotton,  are  doing  well  enough, 
just  now.  It  is  supposed  that  4000  looms  are  em- 
ployed at  Philadelphia,  anil  perhaps  there  are  lOOO 
or  1500  in  Baltimore.  Tiic  woollen  manufacturers 
are  looking  up — great  improvements  are  making 
in  the  Cjuality  of  their  cloth,  and  many  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  persons  arc  now  wholly  clothed  in  domes- 
tic products,  exce[)t,  perhaps,  their  neck-cloth?.; 


ty  farmers  and  their  families  came  in  one  vesseF, 
proposing  to  settle  in  the  state  of  Ohio.  The  Duii- 
fries  Courier  mentions  the  departure  of  two  ves- 
sels for  America,  with  263  emigrants— one  of  whom 
had  a  bag  that  rontained  1200/.  in  gold,  and  many 
others  could  muster  considerable  sums. 


"The  Weekly  1h;t.rsTEn."  A  paper  tinder  \h'.^ 
title  has  appeared  in  Upper  Canada — a  little  diller- 
eiit,  perhaps,  from  this  work,  in  the  nature  of  if<i 
contents,  

Chai.v  cahles.  In  a  late  storm  at  the  Te.xel,  it 
appears  that  every  chain  cable  parted,  and  that: 
most  of  the  vessels  which  had  no  others  to  depen  I 
upon,  v/ent  ashore:  but  those  which  had  hemp  c- 
)les  were  generally  saved— so  says  the  repo't. 


lor  as  yet  the  manufacture  of  fine  muslins  has  not  Itrue,  we  suspect  that  the  chain  cables  wf  re   mad  j 
made  much   progres-s.     Manv  farmers  have  more  !  out  of  the  half  wrotight  and  brittle  British  iron. 
\'.M..  WH.  - — -?.'. 
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Buri:i:iii  Fr>t)s.  A  vcu-  dcsciiption  of  the  British 
fiir.ds  is  again  going  "the  rounds"  in  the  papers, 
which  was  pubhshed  in  this  work  more  tli:in  ten 
ytarsago.     Sec  liLcisTKn  ot  Dec  14,  J811. 


Steam  boat  coNTnovhRsiES.  A  hiw  of  the  state 
of  New  \oik  grar.ts  exclusive  privileges  to  certain 
persons,  their  liens  and  assigns,  to  navigate  the  wa- 
ters thereof  by  stta'Ti- boats,  tor  some  limited  time. 
Untler  this  la\V,  those  interested  have  attempted  to 
prevent  the  arrival  ot  such  vessels  at  New  York,  if 
•Wned  in  Nca-  Jersey  and  navigated  without  their 
authority,  tiiough  they  freely  used  the  waters  of  the 
latter  for  their  own  purposes.  New  Jersey  passed 
a  retaliatory  law,  and  the  matter  is  in  litigation. — 
Ohio  has  also  prohibited  the  landing  of  i.;oods  or 
passengers  from  vessels  passing  on  lake  Erie  under 
tlhs  grant,  and  Connecticut  lias  just  enacted  a  !aw 
that  will  eU'ectually  sto;)  all  intercourse  helween 
that  stateand  New  Yorl;,  by  means  of  steam  bouts, 
unless  the  monopoly  is  given  up.  Surely,  other 
stales  may  as  well  prevent  thearrivalof  such  bouts 
f'om  New  York,  as  New  York  can  prohibit  arrivals 
nl  her  ports.  The  rights  of  the  svates,  in  a  matter 
of  this  nature,  must  be  equal:  but  such  jarrings  are 
very  disadvantageous  to  all  parties. 

Gov.  AVolcott,  of  Connecticut,  put  his  veto  on  the 
bill  which  had  passed  both  houses,  as  being  uncon- 
stitutional in  its  principle,  no  matter  by  what  state 
enacted — but  the  legislature,  under  the  spirit  of  tlie 
lex  talionis,  passed  it  v.'ithout  his  consent,  by  an 
overwhelming     .ajority. 

Coal.  ««Tne  Susquehannah  Democrat"  s.ays  that 
two  hundred  tons  of  Wyoming  coal,  irom  Luzerne 
cotmty,  l*eiins}lvania,  have  been  sent  down  the 
Susqiiehannah  river  to  Baltimore,  during  the  pre- 
sent season. 

Lead.  There  is  a  prospect  that  an  immense 
quantity  of  lead  will  soon  descend  the  Mississipjii, 
in  consequence  of  an  agreement  lately  made  by 
which  the  mines  bel  niging  to  the  United  States 
will  be  worked:  ti.ey  are,  under  certain  regulations, 
to  be  leased  to  individuals,  and  will  probably  yield 
a  handsome  revenue.  The  country  about  the  river 
Iy<i  Feivre,  which  empties  into  the  \lississi|)pi  75 
miles  below  Prairie  du  Chien,  so  much  abounds  with 
this  metal,  that,  with  a  simple  hoc,  or  the  use  of  an 
old  bayonet  fixed  to  a  stick,  great  quantities  of  it 
may  be  obtained.  One  individual,  during  the  last 
season,  is  said  to  have  smelted  7  or  800,000  pounds. 
It  seems  not  unlikely  that  these  mines  may  supply 
the  world,  as  il  were,  with  lead — for  we  believe 
there  is  no  other  place  whereat  the  metal  is  so 
abundant,  so  pure,  and  so  accessible,  as  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

CossTiTCTioNAL.  The  supreme  court  of  Mis- 
souri have  confirmed  the  decision  given  in  a  cir- 
cuit court  of  tht  state  by  judge  Todd,  that  the  va 
luation  or  replevin  law,  passed  by  the  legislature 
in  stay  of  execution,  is  unconstitutional  as  violating 
the  prc\isui-.s  of  the  United  States  constitution. — 
«'l.  Tl  f  t  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  shall  be 
a  tender  in  payment  of  debts.  2.  That  justice 
shall  be  administered  witiiout  sale,  denial  or  delay, 
o.  That  no  law  shall  be  passed  impairing  the  obli- 
gation of  contracts,  or  retrospective  in  its  opera 
lion  "  We  observe  also  that  the  expressions  of 
public  opinion  are  in  favor  of  the  correctness  of 
this  juilgment.  At  a  public  meeting  of  one  of  the 
counties,  both  the  rel  ef  law  and  the  loan  offic 
biH  were  denounced  as  dcmorali.zing,  impolitic  and 


unconstitutional;  and  it  was  resolved  not  to  sup- 
port any  candidate  who  was  in  favor  of  those 
measures, 

A  ^^Topographical  and  Statistical  Manual  of  the 
state  of  j\'e-.v  J'ei/r— the  second  edition,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  grand  canals,  schools,  finances,  &c."  by 
-Mr.  Sterling  (ioodenow,  has  just  been  pubhshed. — 
We  had  the  pleasure  to  notice  the  first  edition  of 
this  work  ten  or  eleven  years  ago:  the  present  is 
much  enlarged  and  tiighly  improved,  and  contains 
a  large  slock  of  highly  important  information  in  a 
very  small  space.  It  is  a  work  of  severe  drudgery; 
and  we  h.ave  rarely  met  with  any  thing  that  better 
deserves  the  public  support  for  its  liberal  contnou- 
tions  of  knowledge.  We  trust  that  its  success  may 
induce  other  competent  persons  in  other  states  to 
follow  the  example  of  Mr.  Goodenow.  Publica- 
I'ons  of  this  sort  not  only  improve  the  public  mind 
but  increase  the  public  power — for  knowledge  is 
power. 

We  are  indebted  to  this  manual  for  the  informa- 
tion, that  during  the  year  1820,  the  great  amount  of 
10,045,804  yards  of  woollen,  Unen  or  cotton  cloth — 
or  7i  yards  for  each  person,  was  manufactured  ia 
t-he  families  of  the  state  Besides  which  there  were 
1S4  cotton  and  woollen  manufactories,  991  fulling 
mills,  1233  carding  machines,  Sec. 

CcnA.  Mahy,  capt.  gen.  of  this  island,has  thought 
fit  to  issue  his  «'manifesto"  declaring  that  every 
province  in  Cuba  is  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  tran- 
quility, "respecting  and  obeying  the  constitutiontl 
laws  of  the  Spanish  monarciiy,"  and  will  tiierein 
continue  "so  long  as  they  are  convinced  that  no 
other  government  is  better  calculated  for  them," 

&.C. 

The  reason  of  this  proceeding  is,  that  .Mr,  Mahy 
had  understood  that  there  had  been  inserted  in  a 
certain  newspaper  of  tlie  United  States,  a  letter  set- 
ting forth  that  the  island  was  in  a  state  anarchy. 
_j,It  appears  Ih.at  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Havana, 
are  really  using  the  best  means  they  possess  for 
the  suppression  of  piracy--  but  it  is  winked  at,  if  , 
not  encouraged,  by  persons  in  power  in  many  other 
places. 

BAHBAniSAr,  A  man,  resident  near  Norfolk,  Ya, 
recently  assassinated  another,  in  the  belief,  incul- 
cated by  a  fortune-teller,  that  the  latter  had  be- 
witched or  "tricked"  his  wife, — And  certain  per- 
sons were  lately  prosecuted  and  fined  in  England, 
on  the  charge  of  attempting  to  leave  the  country 
and  carry  on  their  work  in  a  foreign  land. 

In  the  present  state  of  society,  there  is  about  as 
rruch  right  and  discretion  in  one  of  these  things  as 
in  the  other  The  character  of  both  belongs  to  the 
'  dark  ages." 

Names,  The  ojs  of  Russia,  skt/s  of  Poland,  kc. 
as  terminations  of  the  names  of  persons,  appear 
singular  to  the  American  ear;  yet  our  ons  cannot  be 
less  so  to  the  people  of  those  countries.  The  sub- 
ject is  thus  happily  hit  c:^  in  the  "Newburvport 
Herald:" 

"  If  we  may  judge  from  the  formidable  list  of 
witnesses  summoned  up  by  Mr.  Poletica  in  defence 
"f  the  claims  of  Russia  on  the  North  West  Coast, 
the  contest  between  that  power  and  our  govern- 
ment will  not  be  speedily  settled.  Techine-o^, 
Qholdil-q^  Serebronic  o^,  Krassilui-q^,  and  Paye- 
es are  a  few  of  trie  authorities  by  which  he  hopes 
lo  urge  us  q^and  warn  us  offfvom  our  settlements 
on  that  part  of  the  continent;  and  if  these  fail,  nc 
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doubt  his  august  master  v.ill  send  some  old  Plato^. 
to  drive  us  ojf,  force  us  off.  and  Kn\ns-off.  These ; 
will,  no  doubt,  be  met  by  the  administratio7j  at 
"Washington,  who  will  summo?;  president  .leH'erson 
nnd  Madison,  ambassador  Middleton,  secretary 
Thomps(j7i,  judges  Living'ston  and  Joiinson,  and 
reporter  Wheat'??;,  to  esmbhsli  their  pretensio??,- 
and  should  these  fail,  the  last  resort  will  be  liad  to 
gen..  Jacksc?;,  who  will,  no  doubt,  dash  on  towards 
Columbia  river  and  take  off'xhe  heads  of  all  tlie  offs 
that  can  be  sent  to  oppose  him. 

A  TEP.T  GOOD  AXB  Goon  RC'ionF.D  HIT.  Thc  editors  I 
of  the  "National  Intelligencer,"  with  reference  to 
fome  remarks  that  recently  appeared  in  this  paper, 
l.ad  the  following  article — 

"  The  worthy  editor  of  "Niles'  Weekly  Regis- 
ter," has  got  into  "Freedom's  chair"  again,  or 
rather  is  getting  into  it.  lie  was  some  days  at 
Wasiiington  towards  the  close  of  the  late  session 
of  congress,  watching  not  only  the  proceedings, 
but  the  "countenances"  of  the  members.  In  good 
"tTtilh,  when  we  saw  the  honest  face  of  our  good 
friend  in  the  lobby  of  tiie  house  of  representatives, 
we  could  not  help  thinking  to  ourselves, 

"A  cliit-l's  among  J  (HI  {akin?  note?, 
"Aii'l  taitiir  lit'll  jirciit  Vm." 
(Jlj'Now,  the  editors  may  be  assured  that  I  visited 
,  "Washington  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  and  hearing 
— and  with  the  express  view  of  obtaming  a  know- 
lege  of  the  manner  and  meaning  of  public  men 
and  affairs  tiiat  I  might  be  able  to  spea.^t  of  them, 
uhen  necessary. 

iln.  jErrKRsnx,  The  f  imous  s<fory  of  "Carter's 
Mountiiin"  has  been  so  often  repeated  to  affect  the 
character  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  governor  of  Vir- 
f^nia  during  the  revolution,  that  hundreds  and 
thousands  have  believed  that  he  was  not  possessed 
of  ordmary  courage — because,  forsooth,  he  did  not 
•  hink  it  prudent  to  oppose  his  single  arm,  to  a 
considerable  force  of  British  troops.  The  right 
of  the  story  was  well  understood  by  those  who 
first  put  it  .'tfloat — but  the  morality  of  electioneer- 
ing  excused  iliem,  we  suppose,  in  making  that  an 
act  of  cowardice  in  him  for  doing  that  which  every 
body  would  have  accounted  him  a  madman,  or  a 
traitor,  not  to  have  done. 

Judge  Johnson's  hfe  of  general  Greene,  lately 
published,  contains  several  letters  written  by  Mr. 
Jefl'erson,  while  governor  of  Virginia,  in  1781.  It 
ap[)ears  that  every  requisition  made  upon  him  was 
complied  with,  promptly  and  fearlessly — that  he 
assumed  the  hghest  responsibilities  and  acted  with 
a  degree  of  energy  beyond  the  law,  to  relieve  the 
public  necessities.  Judge  Johnson  well  remarks, 
that  his  popularity  was  g  eatly  affected  "by  charges 
of  having  done  too  much." 

The  ctiaractcr  of  the  heroes  and  statesmen  of 
the  revolution  is  a  national  concern.  We  would 
not  willingly  exalt  them  above  their  deserts,  or 
sacrifice  trulli  even  to  the  pnde  of  country— but 
surely,  it  is  always  delightful  lo  notice  the  relief  of 
a  revolutionary  worthy  from  any  and  every  species 
of  otilcquy,  which  party  ma'.icc  or  mistaken  views 
may  have  cast  upon  him. 

IlinTrcRD  coTE^Tio.H.  At  a  caucus  lately  held 
St  Boston,  Harrison  Gray  Oti?,  esquire,  is  said  thus 
to  have  expressed  his  opinion  of  this  convention: 
<'Never,  ui.less  I  shall  be  admitted  by  the  Maker  of 
the  universe,  to  the  society  of  j-'st  men  made  per 
feet,  shall  I  meet  with  any  assembly  comprising  jp 
7rt:ich.  private  ivorth  and  such  e'.erafed pttirioti^m  as  the 


The  natf.  The  following  is  published  as  the 
comparative  force  (as  to  the  mmber  of  vessels  and 
guns),  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  in  1801  and 
1822.  Many  of  the  vessels, hcv.ever,  that  belong- 
ed to  the  service  at  the  former  period  were  not 
regularly  built  ships  of  war,  but  purchased  and 
fitted  for  the  time  being;  and  the  present  force  is, 
perhaps,  really  twice  as  powerful  as  that  of  1801. 


Vessels  in  ISUl. 

5  of  44  guns  220 

4  of  36  guns  144 

2  of  32  guns  64 

1  of  28  guns  28 

3  of  26  guns  78 
G  of  24  guns  144 

2  of  22  guns  44 

4  of  18  guns  72 

2  of  16  guns  32 
1  of  15  guns  15 
I   of  14  guns  14 

3  of  12  guns  36 

Veasels  54 — ^uiis  891 


Vessels  in  1822. 

7  of  74  guns  518 

4  of  44  guns  176 

3  of  36  guns  108 

1  of  30  guns  30 

2  of  24  guns  43 

4  of  18  guns  72 
2  of  12  guns  24 

5  of  12  guns  60 
]  of  6  guns  6 
1  of    1  gun  X 

6  gun  boats  6 
I'essels  J6—£^7ins  1049 


SrsDAY  SCHOOLS.  A  meeting  of  the  Sund.ay  and 
Adult  School  Union  of  fhdadelphia,  was  lately  held 
in  that  city.  '1  he  report  of  the  managers  was  read 
by  the  Kev,  Dr.  Staughton.  The  folfowmg  is  ex- 
tracted from  the  recollections  of  the  proceadiiigs, 
published  in  the  Democratic  Press: 

"In  the  United  States,  the  managers  are  able  to 
present  but  a  partial  view  of  the  schools  not  in 
connection  with  the  Union.  In  IJoston  they  know- 
of  16  schools  and  15(;0  learners.  In  New  York  90 
scliools,  1,100  teachers  and  8,UG0  learners.  In  LJaU 
limore,  40  scnools,  436  teachers,  2,825  learners. 
The  influence  of  Sunday  Schools  is  extending 
amcng  the  children  cf  the  aborigines,  of  whom 
there  are  508  at  school.  There  have  been  added 
to  the  Sunday  and  Adult  School  Union,  since  the 
last  vear,  89  schools,  473  teachers,  and  7,079  learn- 
ers. The  whole  number  now  in  communion  with  this 
Union  are  402  schools,  4,197  teachers  and  3l,29r 
learners.  01  these  226  schools  are  in  Pennsylva- 
nia. In  Philadelphia  there  are  in  connection  with 
the  Union  72  schools,  754  teachers  and  7,090  learn- 
ers. Unconnected  with  the  Union,  18  schools,  190 
teachers  and  1,368  learners.  Total  in  Philadelpnia, 
90  schools,  944  teachers  and  8,458  learners.  The 
number  of  books  published  by  the  society  has  been 
very  considerable.  Some  idea  of  them  may  be 
formed  from  thefact,  that,  during  the  last  year,  they 
have  published  500,000  red  and  blue  tickets. 

Expedition  to  the  liocky  .Mountains.  A  company 
of  IBO  adventurers  are  stated  to  have  left  St. 
Charles,  Missouri,  on  the  10th  of  April,  for  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  They  are  described  to  be  of 
vigorous  and  masculine  appearance,  well  armed 
and  prepared  for  a  three  years'  tour  through  this 
almost  unknown  and  s.wage  countr}-.  This  expe- 
dition, it  is  added,  can  be  truly  said  to  be  composed 
of  the  yeomanry  of  Missouri,  who  have  embarked 
in  an  enterprize,  which,  if  they  are  successful,  will 
not  only  be  very  prohtable  to  themselves,  but  a 
great  national  benefit,  in  laying  the  foundation  for 
an  extensive  fur  trade,  and  proving  to  the  effemi- 
nate sons  who  remain  at  home,  that  activity  is  the 
true  source  of  wealth  and  greatness.  It  is  their  in- 
tention to  pass  over  to  the  Columbia,  and  from 
thence  to  the  ocean.  Tr:^pf  ing  and  hunting  furs  is 
their  principal  object,  which  the  experience  cf 
those  who  have  heretofore  engaged  in  this  business 
on  a  smalt  scsrte,  has  provetl  to  be  lucrative. 

[.Y.  r.  Som.  Aii): 
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RfssrA.  As  Russia  is  now  performing  the  first 
part  in  the  political  drama  of  Europe,  the  toHow- 
jng  statement  may  be  acceptable,  as  it  shews  how 
she  is  principally  benefitted  by  the  partition  of 
territories  at  the  congress  of  Vienna.  That  the 
reader  may  have  a  distinct  idea  of  the  comparative- 
ly increase  of  territory  acquired  by  the  arrange- 
ments, we  subjoin  the  following  tahle,  from  an  in- 
(cresting  work  entitled  <<La  France  etles  Francaise, 
Ct  1817.  Par  C.  L.  Le  Sur.  I'aris.  1817,"  showing 
the  i-xtent  and  population  of  the  great  states  be- 
fore the  French  revolution,  and  after  the  congress. 


Extent  of  territory  acquiied 
in  178q— in  1817. 
German  square  miles. 
Russia  ill  Europe         60,000 
Austria  11,800 

Prussia  3,600 

Netlierlands  62S 

Snuare  leagues, 
France  27,-150 


Piipulation 
in  1789— in   1817. 


75,000 

14.100 

4,900 

1,000 


27,000,0(10 

22,000,000 

6,000,000 

2,700,000 


41,000,000 

27,000.000 

10,500.000 

4,800.000 


27,490 


25,000,000     28,81-1,041 


Austria,  Prussia  and  Netherlands  obtained  only 
5,069  German  square  miles,  and  Russia  15,0U0.  The 
population  of  Russia  must  be  increasing  more  than 
u  million  per  annum. —  iVus/t.  Guz. 

rOKEIRN  NEWS. 

Great  Britain,  &c.  The  ladies  of  England  are 
about  to  erect  a  grand  collossal  bronze  statue,  in 
compliment  to  the  duke  of  Wellington.  The  ma- 
terial of  this  largest  work  of  the  kind  ever  known, 
has  been  chiefly  supplied  from  the  cannon  taken  in 
victories  of  the  duke.  It  is  to  be  erected  in  Hyde 
Paik. 

A  meeting  has  been  held  in  London  of  the  mer- 
chants and  ship  ov.ners,  and  a  petition  to  govern- 
ment adopted,  praying  that  ships  belonging  to  tlie 
republics  of  Colombia,  Buenos  .\yres,  Chili,  &c. 
(when  coming  direct  from  their  respective  coun- 
tries, and  laden  with  the  produce  thereof),  may  be 
admitted  in  the  same  manner  as  the  ships  of  the 
United  States  and  Crazil. 

(j3^  The  British  government,  having  taken  the 
matter  into  serious  consideration,  have  agreed  to 
admit  the  ships  and  vessels  of  the  new  republics, 
as  requested  in  the  petition  above  alluded  to. 

It  is  strongly  reported  that  the  British  govern- 
i-nent  has  permitted  the  silly  king  of  Naples  to  re- 
cruit soldiers  in  Ireland  to  defend  his  "sacred  per- 
fcon  and  family"  against  his  own  loving  subjects!  It 
is  hardly  possible,  we  should  suppose,  that  this  re- 
port can  be  true.  | 

The  King  George  the   Fourth,  of  120  guns,  is : 


being  abl-^  to  find  it,  and  nearly  perished  with  fa- 
tigue and  hunger — so  says  a  London  paper,  > 

Sir  Gregor  M'Gregor  boasts  of  a  grant  of  the 
Poyais  territory,  from  the  king  of  the  Vlusquito 
Shore — calls  himself  his  highness  the  cazique,  and 
has  opened  a  land  office  in  Edinburgh,  for  the  sale 
of  lots  (in  the  moon)  at  a  shilling  an  acre. 

Mad.  Christophe,  ci-devant  queen  of  Hayti,  re-, 
sides  at  Blackheath,  and  is  reported  to  have  saved 
enough  from  the  wreck  of  her  husband's  affairs  to 
afford  her  1500/.-  a  year. 

The  London  Times  has  paid  the  enormous  sum 
of  300,587/.  6s.  to  the  British  government  for 
stamps  and  advertisement  duty,  in  the  last  seven  • 
years— or  about  11/0,000  dollars  a  year!  In  1820, 
in  consequence  of  the  extra  quantity  of  papers 
printed  by  reason  of  the  queen's  trial,  the  stamps 
used  by  this  paper  cost  upwards  of  55,000  pounds, 
245,000  dollars. 

A  person  was  fined  two  guineas  by  the  police 
court  of  Edinburgh,  for  taking  a  newspaper  from 
a  c<ifrce-r''om. 

Thirty-two  men  received  sentence  of  death  in 
Ireland,  on  the  testimony  of  a  single  witness,  a  fe- 
male. One  of  them  atidressed  the  judge,  and,  in 
bitter  terms,  complained  cf  the  proceeding. 

It  is  stated  that,  in  the  county  of  Clare,  in  Ire- 
land, 150,000  persons  are  more  or  less  in  a  state  of 
suflTering  for  want  of  food.  In  the  Cork  Southern 
Reporter  it  is  said,  that  "a  family  consisting  of  five 
persons,  having  no  means  of  getting  a  morsel  to 
eat,  locked  themselves  up  in  a  room,  determined 
to  suffer  under  the  pangs  hunger  sooner  than  ga 
out  to  beg;  one  of  them,  a  young  girl,  not  able  to 
endure  with  the  rest,  ruslied  into  the  street,  and 
from  a  stand  snatched  a  piece  of  raw  bacon,  which 
she  eat  i^reedily  bw  fore  tlie  owner  The  house  was 
searched,  and  four  of  the  family  were  found  to  have 
perished." 

Torijiacre  of  Great  Th-itciin.  In  1S19  there  were 
25,482  vessels,  2,696,396  tons,  174,378  men;  in 
1820  there  25  374  vessels,  2,648,593  tons,  174,414 
men;  in  1831  there  were  25,036  vessels,  2,560,202 
tons,  and  169,179  men;  being  a  decrease  in  two 
years  of  445  vessels,  105,19-1  tons,  employing  6,199 
men 

France.  Two  tri-colorcd  flags  have  been  found 
in  Paris — at  whicii  some  persons  appeared  to  be 
very  much  al.irrr.ed!  What  must  be  the  state  of  a 
society,  in  which  the  mere  arrangement  of 'bits  of 
bunting"  gives  a  sliock  to  the  government? 

It  is  reported  lh;it  serious  difliculties  exist  be- 


speedily  to  be  launched  at  Chatham.     This  fine  ( 

sliip  is  built  with  a  round   stern,  and  said  to   be .  tween  France  and  Spain— the  luttcr  is  dissatisfied 

the  handsomest  ship  of  the  line  in  the  navy.  ;  that  the  former  maintains  so  stron^^  an  army  on  the 

The  British  ship  of  war  Coufiance,  with  all  her:  Spanish  frontier,  and  demands  the  reason  of  it. 
oificers  and  ctkw,  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  j  Though  the  press  is  so  completely  muzzled  in 
men,  has  been  lost  ni.ar  the  spot  at  which  the  pack  \  France,  we  now  and  then  learn  soiT.ething  of  the 
(:\.  ship  Albion,  of  New-York,  was  lately  wrecked! '  state  of  the  country,  as  to  its  political  condition. — 
Several  other  vessels  have  also  been  recently  ;ost ,  The  duke  ue  Fitzjames,  in  an  address  to  the  inhabi- 
on  the  Irish  coast-^and,  generally,  their  whole  tants  of  the  <lepartment  of  Oise,  sa\s,  "not  a  night 
crews  have  perished.  ,  passes  in  which  there  is  not  some  fresh  coiiflagra- 

On  the  10th  of  April,  there  were  only  37  mem- :  tion — ivholevilhic;es  even  have  become  a  prey  to  the 
bers  of  the  house  of  commons  present  to  do  busi-j  flames."  The  agents  in  these  outiag-s  are  ««invisi- 
jiess!  •:  ble,"  and  the  people  are  exhorted  to  vigilance  and 

The  synod  of  Ayr  has  petitioned  parliament  not,  loyalty.  "The  most  illusuious  names,"  says  the 
to  entertain  the  proposition  to  admit  catholic  peers  duke,  "are  not  respected,  and  the  most  atirocious 
to  seats  in  the  house  of  lords — a  splendid  evidence  ,  absurdltit-s  are  resorted  to  to  excite  the  passions  of 
cf  christian  liberality!  ;  the  people  against  the  kuig  and  governmeiit." 

Sir  William  Congreve's  inimitable  stamp,  to  pre- !  It  is  stated  in  a  London  paper,  that  the  French 
vent  the  forgery  of  bank  notes,  has  been  imitated,  government  has  sent  an  uvgent  remonstrance  to 
as  was  piredicted  by  our  countryman,  Perkin.s.  I  Austria  against  the  remov.«l  of  iier  trot.nsfrom  Italy, 

There  was  so  great  a  fog  in  Falmer  parish,  that '  wliich  has  been  much  spoken  of;  as  tiicir  retire- 
a  poor  man  wandered  round  and  round  his  house 'menl  would  surely  be  attended  Wi  'i  ;»*:  '^"iplosion 
f'lr  two  whole  nights  and  nearly  two  days,  Avithout  in  France.     In  the  chamber  of  dcnutica  the  "im- 
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perial  g-overnmeiil"  is  frequeritly  alluded  to  in 
terms  oCtlie  bri^litest  approbation. 

It  is  si]i)posed  that  there  are  20,000  English  now 
residing'  at  Paris. 

Spain.  An  English  piper  slates  that  one  half  of 
the  soil  of"  Spain,  t!ie  most  fertile  atul  prodiiciive 
lands  in  tne  country,  are  now  on  sale.  This  im- 
jnense  property,  valued  at  100  millions  of  dollars, 
belonged  to  the  inquisition,  monks,  privileged  or- 
<ler  and  clergy.  When  tlii-  [)roperty  is  distril)uted, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  condition  of  Spain 
must  be  materially  altered  for  the  better.  The 
fact  shews  the  extent  to  which  the  people  were 
pritst-ridden  and  oppressed. 

Riisna      A  srreat  nuinber  of  Poles  who  followed 

o 

Bonaparte  to  Moscow,  being  captured  by  tiie  Rus- 
sians', were  sent  for  the  remotest  provinces  of  Sibe- 
ria. AJany  of  them  died  by  the  fatigue  of  the  jour- 
ney, and  those  who  arrived  were  subjected  to  the 
greatest  hardships  and  suH<  rings  thai  human  na- 
ture could  bear.  I'hc  case  of  these  men  lias,  at  last, 
been  brought  before  the  emperor,  and  he  has  di 
rected  the  restoration  of  those  who  remain  to  their 
country  and  families. 

The  finances  of  Russia  are  reported  to  be  in  a 
very  deranged  st-tte,  and  as  furnishing  a  principal 
cause  of  delay  in  making  war  on  Turkey. 

Turkey.  Constantinople  is  represented  as  sub- 
ject to  the  lawless  control  of  the  Janissaries,  who 
had  just  put  their  Aga  to  death  and  were  mur- 
tiering  all  the  Christians  which  they  met  in  the 
streets,  and  robbing  whom  they  pleased.  The 
Turkish  government  is  fortifying  the  capital  with 
great  apparent  haste. 

We  have  a  horrible  picture  of  the  state  of  Jassy. 
The  Turks  had  destroyed  nr^arly  600  houses  by 
fire;  the  streets  were  hlled  with  dead  horses,  half 
putrified.  The  only  persons  to  be  seen  are  wretch- 
ed gypsies.  Tlie  Christians  have  been  chiefly  de- 
stroj'ed  or  carried  into  slavery— the  land  is  no 
where  tilled  in  Moldavia,  and  misery  reigns  over 
the  province. 

Savage  as  he  was,  it  appears  that  the  death  of 
Ali  Pacha  is  regretted  by  tJie  geople  of  Janinu,  &c. 
His-successor,  Omar  bey  Brioni,  is  more  cruel  and 
relentless  than  he  was  -a  bigotted  follower  of  Ma- 
hornet,  and  an  implacable  enemy  of  the  Christian 
name. 

The  latest   accounts  from  Constantinople   are 


tiiroiigh  Tumbuctoo,  and  that  he  considers  the 
Nile  and  Niger  to  be  identical. 

Cafje  of  Good  Hope.  Tlie  V/heat  crop  has  failed, 
and  the  port  is  opened  for  the  introduction  ofgiaisj 
for  the  space  of  len  months, 

JX^tjy  Iloltancl,  The  British  government  does  net 
intend  to  send  any  more  convicts  io  Botany  Itay, 
the  state  of  that  settlcmeiit  having  become  so  very 
civilized  that  numbers  of  tiie  free  settlers  are  re- 
moving thither,  in  preference  to  North  America 
and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  It  is  reported  that 
convicts  will  in  future  be  seat  to  New  Zealand. 

ll'est  Indies  A  general  rising  of  the  negroes  at 
Guadaloupe  appears  to  have  been  planned,  and 
some  strong  measures  were  pursiicd  in  conM,-- 
qiience. 

The  Brilisii  fri.gate  L'Africane  has  been  v.reck- 
ed  on  the  Isle  of  Sable — cccxv  saved.  This  vessel, 
during  her  late  cruise  in  the  West  Indies,  had  lo:,t 
78  men. 

Colombia.  The  Courier  Francais,  of  the  ITtli 
April,  contains  the  note  of  M.  Zea,  presented  to 
the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  and  to  the  foreign 
ambassadors,  requiring  the  recognition  of  the  re- 
public of  Colombia.  This  document  is  extremely 
long.     The  following  is  an  extract: 

The  intentions  of  this  "^'jvernment  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  That  the  government  jf  Colombia  recognizes 
all  existing  governments,  whatever  may  be  Ihei:- 
origin  and  their  form. 

2.  That  it  will  not  communicate  with  govern- 
ments which  do  not  on  their  side  recogni;;e  the 
government  of  Colombia. 

3.  That  all  commerce,  access,  abode,  in  the 
ports  and  territory  of  Colombia,  are  open  and  en- 
sured with  full  liberty,  safety,  tolerance,  and  re- 
ciprocity, to  all  nations  whose  governments  Lliali 
recognize  that  of  Colombia. 

4.  That  those  same  ports  ai'.d  territory  are,  and 
shall  remain  closed  against  the  subjects  of  those 
states  which  shall  not  recognize  that  of  Colninbia. 

5.  That  delays  shall  be  established  for  admis- 
sion to  the  ports  and  territory  of  CoIomLia,  pro- 
portioned to  the  deLy  which  the  proposed  recog- 
nition shall  experience. 

6.  That  measures  will  be  t.tken  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Colombia  to  prohibit  all  merchandise  com- 
ing from  the  countries  the  governments  of  which 


dated  March  27— but  tiiey  give  nothing  more  than    refuse  or  delay  to  recognize  it,  8tc. 


mere  rumors  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  wiih  Russia, 
The  matters  in  dispute  between  Turkey  and  Per-" 
sia  appear  to  be  adjusted.  The  Pans  papers  ex- 
hibit  several  projects  for  the  partition  of  Turkey, 
allov.'ing,  however,  the  establishment  of  a  Greek 
government,  M'ith  Constantinople  for  its  capital. 

The  report  of  an  insurrection  of  the  people  of 
ihe  Ionian  islands  is  repeated,  and  there  is  some 
re;ison  to  hope  that  their  horrible  oppressors  have 
bi  en  expelled.  So  much  have  this  people  been 
abused,  that  thej'  would  almost  stand  justitieil  in 
casting  every  Urilish  ofHccr  that  they  can  ley  their 
hands  upon,  into  the  sea.  Though  they  have  been 
declared  as  guilty  of  piracy  for  succoring  the 
Greeks,  it  .appears  that  the  Turks  were  always 
kindly  received  by  the  British  authorities.  Their 
fleets  had  been  refitted  at  Zante. 

Jfrica.  In  Sierra  Leone  journals  of  Jiinuary,  it 
is  mentioned  that  a  prince  of  the  Toulalias,  accom- 
panied by  a  Mahcmmedan  priest  and  his  wife,  had 
arrived  at  that  settlement,  on  an  embassy  from  Al- 
mamy  Abdel  Kader,  king  of  the  Toulahas.  Jt  is 
further  said,  that  this  nation  is  situate  only  a  few 
day  s  journey  from  tUe  Niger,  that  ijie  prince  passed 


J\iris,.9prU  8,  1822. 

(Ij'We.  have  accounts  of  the  entire  defeat  and 
complete  rout  of  Morales  at  Coro.  His  army  is 
said  to  have  been  entirely  destroyed,  and  that  fie, 
himself,  escaped  singly  to  the  mountains.  Porto 
Cavello  yet  remains  possessed  by  the  royalists,  who 
are  blockaded  by  land  and  sea. 

Buenos  Jiyres.  A  cargo  of  flour,  2500  barrels, 
has  been  sold  at  this  city  for  twenty  six  dollars  pet 
barrel.  In  consequence  of  the  recent  difficulties 
experienced  by  foreign  vessels  to  retain  their 
crews,  in  the  port  of  Buenos  .\yres,  and  to  prevent 
their  desertion,  the  American  consul,  Mr.  Forbes, 
had  efiected  tlie  passage  of  some  valuable  port  re- 
gulations, which  v.ouid  secure  the  captains  their 
crews,  and  at  the  same  time  check  the  improper 
conduct  of  foreign  seamen,  which  hud  on  many 
occasions  occiured, 

Per-.i  The  protector,  San  Martin,  has  an  impos- 
ing force  under  his  command,  yet  the  royal  autho- 
rity is  not  extinguished  in  all  parts  of  Peru.  It 
appears  that  a  col.  Hoyos  hud  hoisted  the  standard 
of  independence  at  Potosi,  but  was  defeated  bv  & 
royal  c.'jief  named  Maroto,  and  he  himself,  sri^^ 
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maiiv  of  his  officers  a»d  soldiers,  put  to  death  or 
ollierwise  punished. 

J\Icxico.  We  have  not  any  satisfactory  accounts 
frcin  this  country — the  shreds  of  news  received 
are  unfavorable  to  tlie  cause  of  liberty.  'I'he  act- 
ingf  governmesit  is  monarchical  and  intollerant. 
Gen,  Long  was  shot  by  a  soldier  us  he  was  entering 
a  public  office,  to  settle  his  claims  against  the  (jo- 
vernment — the  whv  or  wherefore  is  a  mystery. 


Constitution  of  Colombia. 

FUOM  TUK  rtDEIlAL   HEl'C  JILICAW. 

Our  copy  is  one  of  an  edition  printed  upon  40 
pages,  by  order,  and  at  the  expense  of  government, 
tor  tlie  supply  of  persons  in  ofTice,  and  to  be  soltl 
to  individuals.  An  art  of  congress  prohibits,  under 
severe  penalties,  any  individual  from  printing  it. 

It  declares  that  the  sovereignty  resides  essen- 
tially in  the  people.  Its  territory  consists  of  the 
former  \ice  royalty  of  New  Grenada  and  captaincy 
"•eneval  of  Venezuela.  Its  governn>ent  is  popular 
and  representative,  'I'he  territory  is  to  be  divided 
into  departments,  and  subdivided  into  provinces, 
cantons  and  parishes.  'I'he  powers  of  government 
are  legislative,  executive  and  judicial.  Every  pa- 
rish  holds  a  meeting  once  in  four  years,  to  vote  for 
one  or  more  electors  of  ihe  canton.  The  voter's 
qualification  requires  property  to  the  amount  of 
SlUO,  or  exercising  an  olKce  or  useful  calling,  but 
not  as  a  journeyman  or  sei-vant.  The  cantons  have 
one  elector  fur  every  4,0GU  inhabitants,  and  one 
also  for  a  fraction  amounling  to  3,000.  Each  is  en- 
titled to  at  least  one  elector.  Electors  must  know 
how  to  read  and  write,  be  above  25  years  old,  hold 
property  to  the  value  of  gJOO,  an  annual  income 
of  ^300,  profess  some  science,  or  be  possessed  of 
a  scientific  degree.  The  electoral  assemblies  of 
each  province  shall  meet  once  in  four  years,  and 
choose  a  president,  vice  president,  senators  of  de- 
partments, and  representatives  of  provinces.  The 
legisUture  shall  con.sist  of  two  bouses,  senate  and 
house  of  representatives:  tlie  former  cannot  ori- 
ginate, but  may  amend  money  bills.  Laws  must  be 
signed  by  the  executive  before  they  shall  have 
force.  AVhen  he  declines  approving,  he  must  re- 
turn the  bill,  with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in 
which  it  originated;  end,  if  it  shall  be  approved, 
upon  reconsideration,  by  two  thirds  of  each  bouse, 
the  executive  shall  sign  it.  But,  if  the  bill  shall  not 
be  returned  within  ten  days,  it  sliallhave  the  force 
of  a  iaw\  The  powers  of  the  legislature  are,  gene- 
rally, similar  to  those  of  our  congress;  but  we  re- 
inark,  that  among  them  is  enumerated  that  of  "re- 
quiring the  executive  to  negociate  for  peace,"  and 
of  sanctioning  all  treaties,  of  what  kind  soever, 
formed  by  the  executive.  The  sessions  are  to  be 
annual.  Two  thirds  of  the  members  present  are 
necessary  for  an  adjournment,  provided  they  con- 
sist  of  two  thirds  of  a  majority  of  tlie  whole.  Each 
house  has  tl'.e  power  of  punisliing  contempts.  The 
irembevs  are  not  bound  by  any  insti  uctions,  but  the 
objects  desired  are  to  be  brought  forward  by  peti. 
tion  from  tlie  people.  They  shall  meet  annually, 
and  cannot  sit  longer  than  120  days. 

Two  thirds  of  all  the  votes  are  necessary  for  the 
election  of  u  president  and  vice  president.  In  case 
no  one  has  such  a  majority,  he  shall  be  chosen  frcm 
the  three  highest  candidates,  by  the  congress;  or 
if  neither  has  the  requisite  majority,  the  next 
choice  htiall  be  from  the  two  highest.  The  session 
is  Tiermanent  until  he  is  chusen.  Senators  are 
chosen  by  a  majority;  but  where  they  have  it  not, 
they  are  to  be  clwsen  by  congress  in  a  similar  man- 


ner.   In  case  of  a  tie,  the  choice  shall  be  determ'in- 
ed  by  lot. 

Each  province  shall  have  one  representative  for 
every  thirty  thousand  souls,  and  another  for  every 
fraction  amounting  to  fifteen  thousand;  but  every 
province  shall  have  at  least  one  representative. 
The  same  proportion  shall  prevail,  till  the  nnmberj* 
amount  to  one  hundred,  utter  vvliich  ii  shall  be  ave. 
raged  so  as  not  to  vary  the  number  of  meiiibers, 
until  the  rate  of  representatition  is  40,000,  after 
which  it  shall  remain  at  that  rate  till  the  number 
of  members  amounis  to  15(;,  when  it  shall  sto;* 
again,  until,  by  the  incresise  of  populit^on,  the 
rate  is  one  member  for  50,000  souls.  'I'he  princi- 
pal qualiricatioiib  are  two  years'  residence,  'iknd 
property  to  the  value  of  two  thousand  doUurs  or 
an  income  of  500,  or  being  a  professor  of  some 
science.  Natives  of  foreign  countries  must  have 
eight  years'  residence,  and  be  worth  ten  thousand 
dollars  in  property;  but  natives  of  those  parts  of 
America  which  depended  upon  Spain  in  the  year 
1810,  and  have  not  been  otherwise  naturalized,  are 
qualified,  in  this  respect,  after  four  years'  resi- 
dence. The  house  has  the  power  of  impeachment 
before  the  senate.  The  members  are  elected  for 
four  years. 

Each  department  has  four  senators,  who  hold 
their  ofrice  for  eight  years,  but  they  are  classed  in 
such  manner,  that  half  go  out  every  four  years,  A 
senator  must  be  thirty  years  old,  have  three  years* 
residence,  possess  property  to  the  amount  of  lour 
thousand  dollars,  or  an  income  of  one  thousand,  or 
be  a  professor  of  some  science.  Natives  of  foreign 
countries  are  recjuired  to  have  a  residence  of  tea 
years,  but  Spanish  Americans  only  six. 

The  president  must  be  a  native,  and  have  the^ 
qualifications  of  a  senator.  He  is  elected  for  four  ^ 
years  and  cannot  be  re-elected  but  once,  without 
intermission.  The  president  and  vice  presidents* 
salaries  cannot  be  altered  during  their  official  pe- 
riod. His  powers  are  nearly  similar  to  those  of  tlie 
president  of  the  United  States,  but  in  the  appro, 
val  of  treaties  the  whole  congress  are  in  the  ])lace 
of  our  senate.  He  appoints  to  ofTice,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  senate,  and  has  only  the  power  of 
suspending  from  ofKce,  for  causes  he  must  assign 
to  the  courts  of  justice,  who  are  to  pass  upon 
the  accusation.  He  may  cause  an  individual  to  be 
arrested,  but  he  must  send  him  within  fcrty-eigiit 
hours  to  the  judiciary.  He  may  commute  the 
punishment  of  capital  offences,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  judges  having  cognizance  of  the  of- 
fence. In  case  of  commotion,  congress  may  au- 
thorize him  to  use  discretionary  authority,  in  the 
times  and  places  where  it  is  indispensable.  If  they 
be  not  in  session,  he  shall  immediately  convoke 
them,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  exercise  that  authority 
without  them.  He  has  an  immunity  against  crimi- 
nal accusations  during  his  office,  except  on  im- 
peachment. He  cannot  leave  the  country,  nor  for 
a  year  aftor  liis  ofilce  C'..;ascs,  without  Ihe  consent 
of  congress. 

The  couNcii.  OF  govebnment  shall  consist  of  the 
vice  president,  one  minister  of  the  Jiigh  court  of 
justice,  and  the  secretaries  of  state;  but  he  is  not 
bound  by  their  opinion.  They  must  keep  a  journal 
and  annually  transmit  a  copy  of  it  to  the  senate, 
except  such  parts  as  require  secrecy.  There  are 
five  secretaries  of  state,  viz.  for  foreign  affairs,  for 
the  interior,  for  the  treasury,  for  the  navy  and  war. 
No  order  of  the  president  can  be  executed  unless 
it  is  authorized  by  the  proper  secretary. 

The  HiGU  couiiT  OF  jdstjce  shall  consist  of  at  . 
least  live  incrabers,  who  must  be  advocates,  aaJ  30, 
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ysnrs  old.  Three  are  nominated  by  the  president 
of  the  republic  to  the  house  of  representatives,  who 
strike  out  one,  and  send  the  remaining  two  narnrs 
to  the  senate,  who  strike  out  another.  Tliey  hold 
their  office  during' good  behaviour,  and  receive  a 
fixed  salary.  The  hi}?h  court  lias  cognizance  of 
causes  aflecting  arabjssadors,  ministers,  consuls, 
and  diplomatic  agents;  controversies  arising  from 
treaties  and  the  nCj^ociutior.s  of  t!)e  executive,  Sec. 
Con[jrcs3  may  estabhsli  oUier  courts,  superior  and 
inferior;  t!ie  judges  of  tlie  former  to  be  appointed 
and  hold  tlie'ir  ofliccs  in  Uke  muriuer  as  the  judges 


who  are  engaged  in  the  work  of  their  civilization, 
as  all  such  facilities,  by  the  agency  of  this  oiiice, 
are  now  at  an  end. 

The  success  u'hicli  has  hitherto  attended  your 
efforts  in  this  cause  ol  humanity,  sh-  uid,  and  I 
trust  wdl,  animate  your  future  exertions.  Conclu- 
sions, it  is  true,  have  been  drav.n  by  son:e,  unfa- 
vorable to  the  success  of  this  noble  enlerprize; 
whilst  otiiers,  as  might  have  been  expecled,  have 
attempted  to  pour  contempt  upon  it.  But  tl;e 
vie.vs  which  have  been  taken,  and  the  is.ferences 
v/hich  have  been  drawn  from  them,  lave  been 
alike   irrelevant.     What  tiie  Jdnuiis  did  a  century 


ot't:;e  liigh  COUl't 

Congress   shall  divide  the  territory  ip.to  six  or', 

more  departments,  over  eacii  cf  wiiicii  an  intk.\--| 

DAST  shall  preside,  who  sliall  be  theorgan  of  and  i 

subject   to   tlie   president.     Every  province   shall 

have  a  governo.",  in  hke  manner  subordinate  to  the 

intendant. 

Very  prudent  regulations  are  laid  down  in  the 

nature  of  a  bill  of  rights.  The  liberty  of  the  press 
is  established  in  ihe  same  manner  as  we  enjoy  it; 

and  jealous  provisioris  are  detailed,  to  protect  per- 
sonal liberty.  The  trial  by  jury  is  adopted.  The 
right  of  prmiogeniture  and  all  sorts  of  entails  are 
pi'ohlbiled.  All  Spanish  titles  of  honor  are  abolish- 
ed; and  the  granting  of  nobility  or  hereditary  ho- 
nors  or  distinctions  is  prohibited,  as  also  the  crea- 
tion of  offices,  whose  emoluments  are  to  continue 
no  longer  than  the  good  behaviour  of  the  incum- 
bent.  All  foreigners  are  to  be  received  and  pro- 
tected, and  those,  who  have  rendered  services  to  i  „i   . 

the  republic  in  the  war  of  independence,  shall  be  j  to  work  out  results  improving  alike  to  the  civlized 
equally  eligible  as  natives,  to  every  oiiice,  not  re  j  j^rw  and  the  savage.     Such  id  the  system  which  is 


or  two  ago  is  one  thing,  what  you  are  doing  now 
is   another — tluit   is,  your  pLns   and  theirs  bear 
scarcely   any   resemblance  to    one    anotlur,   and 
might  be  considered  as  contrived  for  the    accom- 
plishment of  different  ends.     Scarcely  any  thing 
can  be  recognized  in  those  o*'  former  times  to  liken 
them  to  that   which  is  ia  operation  at  this  time. 
■•laligious  observances  and  the  ceremonies  of  the 
church  are  all  excellent,  and  should  form  part  of 
every  system  for  the  conversion  of  the  savage  into 
Ihe  civilized  man  and  Christian;  but  they  are  not 
sufficient.,  of  themselves,  to  accomplish  this  great 
end,  at  least  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things.    Yet 
those  forms,    and    their    out-ward  observances    ioo, 
v.ere  chiefly,  indeed  altogeLher,  relied  upon  by  the 
zealots  of  former  times.     But  to  these  is  no.v  su- 
peradded the  machinery  of  practical  and  domesiia 
life,  which,  whenever  and  wherever  put  in  motion, 
connection  with  moral  instruction,  never  fails 


quiring  nativity  in  Colombia,  provided  they  possess 
equal  qualihcations. 

'Ihe  former  laws,  not  inconsistent  with  the  con- 
stitution, are  to  be  in  full  foice  till  altered.     The 
interpretation  of  the  constitution  is  vested  in  con- 
gress.    Amendments  are  to  be  proposed  by  two 
thirds  of  each  house,  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
after,  at  least,  one  half  of  them  have  gone  out,  and 
others  been  elected;  after  wliich,  if  the  amendment 
is  adopted  by  two  thirds,  it  shall  be  vahd.— Certain 
grand  iundamental  principles  of  the  constitution 
are  declared  to  be  sacred,  and  not  liable  to  any  such 
alteration.     But  it  is  provided,  that  after  all,  or  the 
greater  part,  of  tlie  territory  cf  the  republic  shall 
have  become  free,  and  after  a  trial  of  the  constitu- 
tion for  ten  or  more  years,  a  grand  convention  shall 
be  clled  to  revise,  ar.d,  where  necessary,  amend 
every  part  of  it. 

It  was  passed  at  Cucuta,  30th  of  August,  1S21, 
and  signed  by  53  members. 


Civilization  of  the  Indians. 

Ofice  nf  Indian  trade.  May  28,  1822. 
[cincCLAn.] 
To  the  corresponding  secretaries  of  the  several 

societies  in  the  United  States,  for  the  promotion 

of  Indian  civilization. 

By  an  act  of  the  recent  congress,  the  U.  S.  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  wdl  have 
ceased  on  the  3d  proximo.  With  the  abolition  of 
this  system  will  fall  the  office,  which,  for  the  last 
six  years,  I  have  had  the  honor  to  fill,  and  to  which 
I  am  indebted  for  the  very  agreeable  relations 
which  exist  between  us,  but  which  are  now  about 
to  terminate,  officially  at  least,  forever. 

It  is  necessary  that  I  should  apprise  you  of  this 
state  of  things,  in  order  that  you  may  make  new 
arrangements  for  the  transmission  of  your  supplies 
and  correspondence  to  the  Indians,  and  to  those 


now  in  operation,  and  which  has  already,  (I  mean 
since  1817),  demonstrated  its  complete  adaptation 
to  the  great  end  you  have  i«  view.  From  such  as 
beheve  Indians  to  be  upon  a  level  only  with  the 
beasts  that  perish,  and  who  treat  them  as  unworthy 
of  their  sympathy,  and  ridicule  all  attempts  to  in- 
troduce them  into  civilized  liie,  no  change  of  opi- 
nion need  be  anticipated  until  they  shall  become 
better  informed. 

My  parting  advice  to  you  is,  to  persevere.    New 
difficulties  may  arise,  obstacles  may  multiply,  and 
opposition  itself  may  blacken  tde  sky  of  your  pros- 
pects—/<««  pel  severe.     '  lis  the  cause  of  your  coun- 
I  try  ill  \>hich  you  are  engaged,  as  well  as  the  cause 
I  of  humanity.      I'a'.rintiim   ai.d  kindness  here  are 
essentially  "united.     You  have  every  inducement, 
to   persevere.     The  experi.Ticnt,   it  is  true,    has 
been  made,  and  few  are  now  to  be  found  prepared 
to  advocate  the  doctrine  that  an  Indian  is  necessa- 
Tilya.  savage:  but  to  yield  even  no*',  and  ai'ter  the 
pr.-ofs  which  exist  to  show  that  lie  is  not,  might  ii;- 
volve  all  future  eilbrts.     Men  are  apt  to  look  at 
tilings  as  they  see  them,  without  shopping  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  wiiich  operated  to  make  them 
so.      rhe  question  may  be  considered,  therefore, 
as  not  yet  fullv  settled.     Let  this  sustain  the  cause. 
But  there  are  nobJer  motives.     Suffering  huminity 
implores;  th--  destitute  are  crying  to  you  for  help; 
the    persecuted   demand    your    protection— your 
country  invites  and  the  lessons  of  the  past  admo- 
nish. 

Great  sacrifices,  I  am  aware,  are  involved  in  your 
scheme  of  kindness.  The  enjoyments  of  social 
a>  d  polished  lifo  are  to  be  exchanged  fur  the  rude 
and  cheerless  prospects  of  a  wiUkrness  home. 
Friends  and  kindred  nre  to  be  surren^lered,  and 
death  itself  is  sometimes  to  be  dared,  and  even 
met.  But  the  gre-ter  the  ditRculUes  to  be  over- 
come, the  grc-atei- the  triugoidii  of  your  success. 


Sjii 
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~  You  h^ve  my  bebt  wishrS;  aiicl,  be  iriV  desliny 
^.]u^i  it  may,  I  shall  net  cea.-xj  to  clitiish  for  yuu, 
:.iul  for  tiiose  whose  condition  you  huve  so  gcne- 
icasly  volunteereil  your  servicL'S  lo  rr^eliorale,  an 
ardent  solicitude  tor' your  succeas  and  ihtn- wel- 
Ji.rc.  'iilO.  L.  M'KENNEV,  S.  I.  T. 


To  United  States'  Land  Debtors. 

Tieasuiy  department,  ji-Eeral  land  offict. 

Notice  is  hereby  yivcii  to  persons  indebted  lo 
the  United  States  u-r  public  l;:nds,  wlio  were  ea 
titled  to,  but  who  did  not  avail  lUcmselves  of",  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  cohj;rcss  "tor  tiie 
relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  laiids,  prior 
to  the  first  of  July,  1820,"  passed  on  the  2d  day 
«)f  M.irch,  lo-l,  that,  in  jiursuance  of  the  provisions 
of  an  aet  of  congress,  eiititled  "An  act  supplemen- 
tarv  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
puichas^^rs  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  tlie  1st  day 
of  .iulv,  l820,"  passed  on  tlie  20lli  day  of  April, 
1322,  they  are  allowed  to  complete  their  paynieii.c 
under  tiie  prorisions  of  the  alorcsaid  act  of  the  2d 
March,  1S21,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  and 
ioni.s  heretofore  given. 

1  he  unpaid  interest  which  shall  have  accrued  on 
the  debi,  before  the  oOLh  day  of  September,  1821, 
is  rt milted. 

In  every  case,  wiiere  the  relief  tendered  by  the 
act  is  accepted,  the  original  ceiliiicate  of  tlie  pur- 
ciiasc  is  required  to  be  iurrenderca  to  the  register 
c'f  the  land  office  xvhere  the  land  u'us  purchased,  on 
or  before  the  30th  day  of  September  next. 

In  case  of  lost  certiticates,  tlie  part}'  is  required 
to  advertise  the  same  nine  times  in  a  public  news- 
paper, and  to  tile  proof  of  tiieir  loss,  in  their  stead, 
with  his  aHidavit,  beiore  a  magistrate  properly  au- 
thenticated, that  such  certiKcales  were  never  as- 
signed by  iiim  to  any  person  or  persons  whomso- 
ever. 

Where  tlie  whole  sum  dueis  paid  on  or  before 
the  eJth  day  of  bcptember  next,  a  deduction  of 
27^  per  cent,  will  be  allowed. 

W.icre  payment  is  intended  to  be  made  by  relin- 
qnishineiit,  the  party  is  required  to  tile,  on  or  be- 
fore the  ojlii  of  Sepiember  iie.\t,  with  the  register 
of  the  land  office  where  ihe  land  \yas  purchased,  a 
relinquishment  in  writing,  to  be  executed  in  the 
manner  and  iorm  heretofore  prescribed,  which 
niust  contain  all  the  tracts  held  by  liim  as  purclia- 
ser,  assignee,  or  otlierwise,  (and  purchased  at  t!ie 
Vrixiuc  land  office),  lor  which  Ik;  wishes  relief  under 
vue  acu 

The  party  relinquisliing  must  pay  to  the  register 
i'Od  receiver,  respect;-!  ely.iitiy  cents  tor  every  tract 
;eiii.quib!ied  to  ttie  I'liiled  States,  and  tifty  cents  to 
l!)'.-  icgisterfor  receiving,  recording,  and  himg  llic 
;  fc'.^nquisiiment. 

Wh-.n  the  party  intends  to  avail  himself  of  relief 
I  y  further  credit,  he  must,  on  or  before  the  ;30di 
v.ay  of  Septen.ber  next,  file,  w  ith  the  register  of  f.e 
j.<nJ  office  tuhere  ihe  land  urns  purchased,  a  deciar;»- 
t.on,  ill  writing,  setting  forth  siicii  intention,  in  tlie 
Uianner  and  form  heretofore  prescrioed,  and  pay  to 
vhe  register  fifty  cents  for  receiving,  recording,  and 
ii!;ng  the  same. 

Where  Uie  debt  is  placed  on  further  credit,  the 
annual  instalments  are  made  payable  at  the  periods 
'..rescribed  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1S21. 

Tvo  interest  will  be  charged  on  payments  made 
;-n  or  before  the  30th  of  September  next,  whether 
f.uch  payments  go  lo  complete  the  balance  due  on 
that  day,  or  be  in  discharge  of  instalments  which 
became  due  prior  to  that  day. 


Paymenls  made  after  t!ie  30t!i  day  of  Septenibcr 
next,  in  discharge  of  instahner.ts  due  lu-f'tre  that  dmj, 
will  be'  subject  to  interest  at  6  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, frfj:n  the  day  on  which  tiiey  ougitt  l<;  iiave  been 
made,  under  the  provisions  of  the  original  act,  t;j 
the  date  of  payment. 

If  the  aniiual  instalments  becoming  due  /T/Zdrthe 
30th  of  September  next,  be  not  paitl  at  the  perioils 
prescribed  by  law  for  their  payment,  tliey  arc 
chargeable  with  an  interest  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum 
from  the  o'Jth  d.-.y  of  Sejjtember,  1821,  to  the  time 
ofp:iyment. 

(;;;j^Ulank.  forms  fnr  declarations  and  relinquish- 
ments c;tn  he  had  at  the  several  land  offices  where 
the  act  will  take  ctfect,  or  at  the  general  land  of"; 
iice. 


Miiit.ary  Acadeaiv. 

/Jtpai  tineiit  ofwcv,  .ipril  2,  13C2 
Sin:  I  present,  here.viiii,  a  report  of  the  ctiief  \ 
engineer,  fuinishing  the  iniurmati<;n  required  by  a 
rediilutioii  of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the 
lyih  of  February  last,  communicated  with  your  let-  .• 
ter  ol  t!ie  21st  of  the  same  montli,  and  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  conbivieration, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant,  J  C.  CALiiOUN. 

The  lion.  \'.'iLLiAH  Elstis, 

Chairman  of  liie  military  coaimittee,  of  \l.  R. 

Engineer  department,  ^larch  30,  1822, 

Siu:  111  obedience  to  3  our  instructions,  1  liave  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  statenicnt,  in  answer  '\ 
to  me  several  queries  contained  in  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  of  the  19ili  ukuno, 
communicated  by  the  honorable  ciiairman  of  the 
military  committee. 

IJetbre  answering  the  inquiries  of  the  resolution, 
1  would  respectfully  beg  leave  lo  offer,  by  way  of 
introduction,  a  short  sketch  of  tlie  history  of  tlie 
military  academy,  and  of  the  corps  of  engineers, 
with  which  that  institution  is  so  intimately  connec- 
ted. 

The  military  academy  was  established  by  the  act 
of  the  l(3Lh  March,  lb02.  Previously  to  'dial  period 
an  attempt  was  matle  to  create  a  miliidi-}"  school  at 
West  I-Oiiit  for  the  regiments  of  aitiHerisiS  and  en- 
gineers. A  number  of  ofiiceis  and  men  were  col- 
lected from  that  regiment,  and  some  endeavors  were 
made  to  open  a  scliool  of  practice,  but  the  want  oi 
a  preparatory  induction  into  the  arts  and  sciences, 
which  form  the  b.^sis  cf  such  an  eslablislinnent,  ren- 
dered it  difficult  for  the  officers  to  impart  the  ne- 
cessary iiutraction,  and,  consequently,  the  schoo! 
progressed  saowly  and  with  little  success. 

it  Was  also,  soon  discovered  that  Ihe  regiment  of 
artillerists  and  engijiei-rs  couid  not  combine  with 
elVect  the  twi)  duties  assigned  to  its  members,  and 
tile  act  whieh  constituted  the  military  academy  se- 
parated them  into  two  distinct  corps. 

The  officers  of  the  corps  of  engi'.iecrs,  in  the  first 
instance,  constiliiteti  the  niililaiy  acaiiemy.  The 
captains  acted  as  jirofcssors  of  the  several  branciies 
of  the  arts  and  sciences  necessary  to  be  taugiit,  and 
instructed  the  lieutenants  and  cudets  of  the  artille- 
ry and  engineers.  I>y  the  act  of  the  2!Jth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1303,  one  teacher  of  the  French  language,  and 
one  teacher  of  drawing,  were  added  to  tiie  institu- 
tion; also,  one  artihccr,  and  cigliteen  men,  to  aid  in 
making  practical  experiments.  The  number  of  ca- 
dets then  authorized  was  ten  for  tiie  engineers,  and 
forty  tor  the  artillery;  but  this  number  was  seldom 
complete.  The  whole  establishment  was  under  the 
immediate  superintcndance  cf  the  com.Tir.ndant  ol' 
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tlie  corjjs  ot  enj^iiieers,  or,  in  iiis  absence,  the  next 
i'A  rank  in  tlut  curps. 

'I'he  law  wliicii  created  the  military  academy  au- 
thorized the  president  to  make  sucii  promulions  in 
t'le  coips  of  enj^inecrs,  wlii.n  lie  siiunld  deem  it 
jiToper,  wiilx  a  view  U)  particular  mt-rit,  and  without 
jegaid  lo  rank,  as  nut  lo  exceed  one  colonel,  one 
lieutenant  colo:iei,  two  majors,  lour  captaiiiS,  lour 
lirst  and  lour  secona  lieutenants,  and  so  that  the 
"whole  number  ot  \he  corps  should  at  no  time  exceed 
t^venl}'  otlici'is  and  cadets. 

'1  he  act  of  the  12ili  o(  April,  1808,  for  raising, 
l;)ra  limited  time,  an  additional  military  force,  au- 
thorized theappomlnient  of  twenty  cadets  tor  the 
lujht  artillery,  one  hundred  for  the  infantry,  six- 
teen for  the  cavalry,  and  twenty  lor  the  riflemen; 
but  very  few,  if  anj,  of  the  cadets  thus  authorized 
Were  appointed.  To  send  theiii  to  their  regiments. 
Without  instruction,  was  deemed  useless;  and  to 
order  them  to  West  Point  could  not  have  been 
tlone  with  propriety,  without  maliing  suitable  pro- 
Vision  for  tlie  roceplion  and  instruction  of  so  great 
a  number.  About  this  period  the  officers  of  engi- 
neers were  engaged  in  the  construction  of  works 
for  the  defence  of  the  seaboard. 

A  proper  military  education  being  considered  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  the  only 
i^ave  means  of  laying  tiie  foundation  of  a  compe- 
tent and  well  intormcd  corps  of  otliccrs,  the  na- 
lioiial  icgislutiive  passed  an  act  making  further 
provision  lor  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  the  mili- 
tary academy,  the  :i9th  of  April,  lol2,  by  which 
act  the  corps  of  engineers  was  angmeiit,e  1  iwo 
captains,  two  lirstand  two  second  lieutenants,  four 
tergeants,  four  corporals,  one  teacher  of  music, 
four  musicians,  nineteen  artiiiccrs,  and  sixly  two 
men,  together  with  liie  one  artificer  and  eighteen 
men  previously  authorized,  were  formed  into  a 
company,  and  styled  the  company  of  bombardiers, 
sappers  and  miners,  and  commanded  by  the  olH- 
ttis  of  engineers. 

The  following  profVssorships  were  added  lo  the 
mililuiy  academy  by  the  frame  law,  viz:  one  pro- 
ifcssor  of  natural  and  experimental  piiilosophy, 
v.'ith  one  assistant;  one  jjrofebsor  of  mathematics, 
with  one  assistant;  one  professor  of  the  art  of  en- 
gineering, with  one  assistant.  The  assistant  pro- 
lessors  were  to  be  taken  from  the  most  prominent 
characters  of  the  officers  and  cadets.  Ihe  same 
law  provides,  that  the  cadets  previously  appointed, 
wliether  of  artillery,  cavalry,  infantry  or  riflemen, 
or  that  might  be  appointed  in  future,  should  at  nd 
lime  exceed  250;  that  tliey  might  be  attached,  at 
tiie  discretion  of  the  president  uf  the  United  Slates, 
as  students  to  tlie  miutary  academy,  and  be  subject 
to  the  established  regulations  thereof;  that  tliey 
should  be  formed  into  companies  for  military  in 
htniction,  and  that  the  said  corps  of  cadets  should 
1)0  trained  and  tauglit  all  the  duties  of  a  private, 
nonconiniissioned  olficer,  and  officer,  be  encamp- 
ed at  least  three  months  of  each  year,  and  taught 
all  the  duties  incident  to  a  regular  camp;  that  the 
candidates  for  cadets  be  not  under  tije  age  cf  four- 
teen nor  above  the  age  of  21  years;  that  each  ca- 
det, previously  to  his  appointment  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  shpuld  be  versed  in  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic,  and  that  he  shall  sign  arti 
cles,  with,  the  consent  of  his  parent  or  guardian, 
by  which  he  shall  engage  to  serve  five  years,  un- 
less :)Ooiier  discharged;  that  when  any  cadet  shall 
receive  a  regular  degree  from  the  academic  staff, 
after  going  tliroiigh  all  the  classes,  he  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  among  the  candidates  for  a  commission 
ifn  any  cqrp.'!,  according  to  the  duties  hs  may  be 


adjudged  competent  lo  pt  rform;  and  in  case  there 
snali  not  at  the  time  be  a  \acaivcy  ui  such  corps,  he 
may  be  attached  thereto,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
president  of  the  United  btutes,  by  brevet  of  the 
lowest  grade  as  a  superaumeiary  oiTicer,  until  a 
vacancy  shall  happen,  provideu  th«  re  shall  not  be 
more  tiian  one  supernumerary  officer  to  any  one 
company  at  the  same  time. 

1  he  military  academy  maybe  considered  as  hav- 
mg  been  in  its  infancy,  until  about  the  clv)se  of  lull? 
or  beginning  ot  1818,  prior  lo  v/hich  there  was 
but  little  system  of  regularity.  Cadets  were  ad- 
mitted without  examination,  and  without  tlie  least 
regard  to  their  age  or  qualifications,  as  required  by 
the  law  of  1812:  Hence,  the  institution  was  filled 
with  students,  who  were  more  or  less  unfit  for  their 
situations.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  a 
lai'ge  i)ortion  of  them  have  been  under  the  neces- 
sity of  leavmg  the  academy  without  completing 
tlieir  education.  In  support  of  these  statements, 
it  may  be  obs-rved,  tiiat,  in  181i%  at  which  time  the 
preseiU  suiicrintendent  took  charge  of  the  acade- 
my, th'ere  were  213  cadets,  of  wiiom  103  have  re- 
signed or  l>een  discharged,  whose  names  will  be 
fjund  on  the  list  marked  A.;  of  the  179  on  that  list, 
122  left  t!:e  a;:ademy  in  consequence  of  being  defi- 
cient in  their  studies,  and  9  were  dismissed  or  com- 
|)e!led  to  resign  in  consequence  of  bad  conduct. 
None  of  the  others  can  be  considered  as  a  loss  to 
the  academy,  or  to  the  public  service. 

The  institution  being  now  in  successful  operation, 
the  most  favorable  results  may  in  future  be  anti- 
cipated  from  it.  Of  the  number  of  cadets  now  at 
the  academy,  it  is  probable  that  two  thirds  will  be 
graduated  and  become  candidates  for  commissions. 
I'he  average  number  of  cadets  to  be  admitted 
hereafter  may  be  estimated  at  75  per  annum,  ot 
whom  about  20  will  be  rejected  at  the  first  semi- 
annual examination,  ensuing  their  admission  on 
trial,  and  15  others  will  resign,  or  be  otherwise  se- 
parated from  the  academy,  prior  to  tfie  graduation 
of  their  class,  so  that  the  number  of  cadets  v/ho  will 
be  graduated  each  year  may  be  estimated  at  40. 
Hence  the  proportion  of  graduates  to  the  whole 
number  of  cadets  admitted  upon  trial,  may  be  es- 
timated hereafter  as  8  to  IJ,  or  as  1  to  1  7-8. 

These  results  are  derived  from  calculations  made 
by  the  superintendent,  and  are  founded  upon  tite 
most  certain  data  which  can  be  obtained  under  the 
present  operation  of  the  system  of  education  at 
West  Point,  and  may  be  relied  on  as  substantially 
correct.  It  may  be  proper  lo  observe,  that,  of  the 
whole  number  to  be  appointed  to  any  one  class, 
the  principal  diminution  will  take  place  at  the  end 
of  the  first  six  months.  That,  under  the  present 
regulations,  those  who  are  selected  receive  a  con- 
ditional appointment  only,  which  is  confirmed  on 
their  passage  of  the  probationary  examination  in 
January,  th'-  term  coiniiicncing  on  the  1st  of  ,Tuly 
pi  ecetling;  and  that  one  object  of  this  regulation  is, 
to  procure  an  early  decision  on  the  qualdications  of 
the  persons  appointci,  both  in  respect  lo  intellect 
and  character,  and  that  those  only  shall  be  educated 
who  afford  the  promise  of  completing  their  educa- 
tion with  success,  so  that  the  public,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, may  avoid  all  unnecessary  expense  on  those 
who  might  prove  unworthy  of  the  institution.  As- 
suming, as  a  basis,  the  calculation  of  the  superin- 
tendent, above  referred  to,  of  the  number  of  those 
ailmitled  on  the  probationary  examination  in  Janu- 
ary who  would  com])lete  their  education,  the  pro- 
portion of  those  graduated  and  joining  the  army,  to 
those  passing  that  probationary  examination,  woul^ 
be  as  8  to  11,  or  as  1  to  1  3  8, 
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I  will  now  proceed  to  answer  the  inquiries  in  i  of  enf^lneers,  and  were  stationed  at  West  Point, 


the  order  in  which  they  stand,  dissecting  the  reso 
lution  into  several  parts,  with  a  view  to  present,  ;is 
distinctly  and  t'ldiy  as  practicable,  tlie  information 
required  on  each  point. 

Query  \st.  "A  statement  of  the  number  of  ca- 
dets educated  at  tlie  military  academy,  who  re- 
mained in  the  service  of  the  United  States  live 
yeai-s." 

Ansiuer.  The  number  is  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
five. 

Qnerij  2J.  "The  number  who  have  received  com- 
missions and  resigned,  or  been  discharged  from 
service  befuie  the  expiration  of  five  years." 

Answer.     Tlie  number  is  sixteen. 

Qaevy  3d.  "The  number  that  have  left  the  mili- 
tary academy  without  commissions,  and  the  amount 
of  money  that  has  been  paid  each." 

Ans-^iii:  The  number  that  have  left  the  military 
academy,  (between  the  year  1802  and  tlie  1st  of 
July,  iy21j,  are  two  hundred  and  eighty  two;  and 
the  amount  paid  to  each  since  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber, 1817,  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  table 
marked  A.  The  amount  paid,  previously  to  that 
time,  cannot  be  ascertained.  See  answer  to  'Uh 
query. 

Query  4llt.  «'The  amotmt  paid  to  cadets  between 
the  time  of  their  appointment  and  that  of  their 


until  they  were  incorporated  with  the  company  of 
bombardiers,  sappers  and  miners,  raised  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  of  congress,  passed  29th  of  April, 
1812.  Tliis  company,  as  soon  as  it  was  organized, 
was  marched  to  the  frontiers,  wliere  it  assisted  in 
the  defence  of  Fort  Erie,  and  in  otiier  operatio.is 
of  tlie  campaign.  After  the  close  of  the  war,  it 
was  stationed  at  West  Point,  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  magazines,  stores,  and  other  public 
property  at  that  post.  It  was  also  employed  ia 
making  various  local  improvements,  and  assisted  in 
erecting  the  buildings  of  the  academy,  by  w'.iicU 
considerable  expense  has  been  saved  to  the  govern, 
inent. 

Although  these  men  were  serviceable  in  many 
respects  to  the  academy,  not  a  soldier  iias  been  em. 
ployed,  (certainly  since  1816),  in  the  personal  ser- 
vice, or  for  the  private  convenience  of  any  officer, 
or  cadet  of  the  institution. 

Query  9th.  "The  number  of  cadrt?.  educated  at 
the  academy  since  its  establishment,  distinguisiiing 
those  who  are  the  sons  of  officers  and  soldiers  wliu 
have  fallen  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  or  died 
in  its  service." 

Jlnswer.  The  number  of  cadets  v/ho  have  been 
educated  at  the  academy  is  two  iumdred  and  eighty- 
one.,  Tlie  number  of  cadets  educated  at  tlie  mili- 
being  mustered  at  the  academ}',  and  the  time  of|  tary  academy,  who  v/ere  the  sons  of  officers  or  sol- 
diers, who  liave  fallen  in  the  defence  of  their  coun- 
try, or  died  in  its  service,  cannot  be  ascertained. 
Upon  this  last  section  of  the  resolution,  1  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  a  report  upon  the  military  academ)', 
made  by  my  predecessor,  dated  the  8th  of  January, 
1821. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ALEXANDKli  MACOMD,  Maj.  ,q-en. 
Inspector  of  the  military  academy. 

lion.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  at  war. 

Imported  rolled  and  hammered  Iron. 

Message  from  tiie  president  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  copies  of  letters  received  at  the  de- 
partment of  state,  on  the  subject  of  the  duties 
discriminating  between  imported  rolled  and  ham- 
mered iron.     May  3,  1822.     Head,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
To  the  house  of  representatives  of  t/ic  United  Stales: 
I  transmit  herewith  to  congress,  copies  of  letters 
received  at  the  department  of  state,  from  the  minis- 
ter of  Great  Ilritain,  on  the  subject  of  the  duties, 
discriminating  between  imported  rolled  and  ham- 
mered iron. 

1  recommend  them  particularly  to  tlie  consider.i- 
tion  of  congress,  believing  that,  although  tliere 
may  be  ground  for  controversy,  with  regard  to  the 
application  of  the  engagements  of  the  treaty  to 
the  case,  yet  a  liberal  construction  of  those  en- 
gagements would  be  compatible  at  oj\ce  with  a 
conciliatory  and  a  judicious  policy. 

JAMES    MONROE. 
JFashin^ton,  May\,  1822. 

ENCLOSURES. 

Mr.  Bagot  to  Mr.  Adams,  IBlh  November,  1816. 
Mr.  Antrobus  to  same,  22d  November,  1819. 
Same  to  same,  1st  '-lay,  1820. 
Mr.  Canning  to  same,  31st  March,  1821. 
Same  to  same,  25th  November,  1821. 


leaving  the  academy  and  the  time  of  receivin^ 
commissions  and  entering  the  service  of  the  United 
States." 

Jns-wer.  No  cadet,  since  181G,  has  receivet-  pay 
between  the  time  of  his  appointment  and  the  time 
of  joining  the  academy,  or  between  the  time  ot  his 
leaving  tiie  academy  aiid  the  time  of  receiving  his 
commission.  The  pay  rolls  of  an  earlier  date  not 
havinp-  been  preserved  at  the  academy,  no  precise 
statements  can  be  made  prior  to  that  time.  1  have 
also  made  imjuiry  at  the  accounting  offices,  but  it 
is  considered  impracticable  to  furnish  such  a  state- 
ment. It  may  be  observed,  however,  that,  before 
1816,  cadets,  in  some  particular  cases,  received  pay 
before  joining  the  military  academy;  but,  as  before 
said,  the  amount  cannot  be  ascertained.  There  is 
no  record  to  show,  that  cadets  received  pay  "be- 
tween the  time  of  leaving  the  academy,  and  the 
time  of  receiving  commissions."  While  serving  in 
regiments  as  cadets,  they  received  the  pay  to  which 
they  were  entitled  by  law. 

Query  5th.  "The  number  educated  at  the  '..:;ade- 
my,  who  were  in  the  service  during  the  late  war." 
Jinswer.  The  paper  marked  D,  exliibits  the  num 
ber,  (106)  the  names,  the  rank  during  the  war, 
their  present  rank,  and  also  the  names  of  those 
who  have  died  in  the  service,  or  been  killed  during 
the  late  war. 

Query  6ih.  "The  expense  of  maintaining  the 
officers  and  instructors  of  the  academy  each  year 
since  1802." 

Ansrjer  Is  shown  in  the  statement  marked  C. 
Query  7  Ih.     "The  expense  of  aiv.munition  which 
has  beer,  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  academy." 

Answer.  The  quantity  of  ammunition  furnished 
for  the  use  of  the  military  academy  cannot  be  pre- 
cisely ascertained:  it  may,  however,  be  estimated 
at  four  barrels  of  powder  per  year,  and  a  few  sliot; 
the  greater  part  of  which  had  been  condemned  as 
unfit  for  service. 

Query  Qth.  "The  soldiers  who  have  been  sta 
tioned  at  the  academy  for  the  assistance  of  the  offi 


jyir.  Ba^ot  to  .JVIr.  Adams. 


Sir: 


Washington,  Novemljer  18, 1816. 
I  have  the  honor  to  cad  your  attention  to 


cersand  cadets  since  its  establishment." 

Answer.   By  an  act  of  I6th  March,  1802,  eighteen  j  one  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  United  States' 
men  and  one' artificer  were  attached  to  the  corps  [congress,  passed  on  the  3rth  of  August  last,  entitled 
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*'An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
n»<?e,''  wliicli  appears  to  liuve  origiiuUeJ  iu  some 
misapprehensiuii  of  the  rtal  iiature  of  one  of  the 
principal  manufactureB  of  Great  Britain,  and  which 
has  had  an  operation  not  only  very  .prejudicial  to 
the  British  manufacturer,  but  contrai-y.  as  it  should 
seem,  to  tlie  spirit  and  intent  of  the  2d  article  of 
the  conur.ercial  treaty. 

By  the  2d  article  of  the  commercial  treaty,  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United   States,  it  is .  _,  •     •      ,    ,,  ■•    ,        j     ■ 
stip.d'Ued,  "thatnohiirher  duties  shall  be  imposed  1  ^''f^t  Bntuin  shall  pay  no  hi;^'her  dnt.es,  on  inspor 

'  -  .         •:■.  articles,    the   irrowth,    tation  into  the  Unilea  States,  than  like  articles,  the 


•Mr.  AnlvobvH  to  JMr.  •.iilams. 

Wa>'iingtoii,  22d  Novfinlier,  1319. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  tu  inform  you  ihrti  i  have 
been  instructed  by  his  majesty's  pfovernment  again 
to  brinjj  under  your  notice  the  diiltrence  of  duties 
levied  in  the  ports  of  this  country,  on  British  and 
otlier  foreign  iron,  in  bars  and  boltr,. 

It  is  stipulated  by  the  coramerciai  convention  !)e- 

tween  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  that  ar- 

j  tides,  the  grou'tli,   produce,  and  manufaetiu'e   of 


on  the  importation  ot  any  articics,  the  ^ 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  his  Britannic  majesty's 
territories  in  F.urope,  than  are  or  sliali  be  jiayable 
on  the  like  articles,  being  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  any  other  foreign  countries."  By 
the  act  of  the  United  States,  to  which  1  have  refer- 
red, it  is,  among  other  tilings,  enacted,  in  the  si.\th 
section,  tliat,  upon  iir,por!.atlon  into  the  United 
States,  iron  in  bars  or  bolts,  except  iron  manufac- 
tured by  rolling,  shall  pay  a  duty  of  45  cents  per 
cwt.,  and  that  in  bars  and  bolts,  when  manui'actured 
by  rolling,  and  anchors,  it  shall  T,ay  a  duty  of  IJO 
cents  per  cwt. 

It  was  probably  not  known  that  the  bar  and  bolt 
iron  manufactured  in  Great  Britain,  ie,  in  the  last 
process,  rolied;  whereas,  the  same  article,  both  in 
Sweden  and  in  Russia,  instead  of  being  rolled,  is, 
in  t!ic  same  process,  hammered;  but  when  the  iron 
is  manufactured  into  bar  or  bolt,  whether  by  rolling 
or  hammering,  it  is  in  precisely  the  f>ahie  progress 
and  manufacture,  and  is,  in  every  respect,  applica- 
ble to  the  same  purposes  of  use  and  ulterior  manu 
facture,  and  consequently  is,  to  all  intents,  "a  like 
article."  But,  by  the  inequality  of  the  duties  which 
liave  been  imposed,  it  seems  to  have  been  imagined 
that  rolled  bar  and  bolt  iron  is  in  a  stale  of  manu- 
facture beyond  that  of  hammered  iron,  and  you 
will  observe  that  this  supposition  is  strengthened 
by  the  circumstance  of  its  being  classed  with  an- 
cliors,  which  arc  in  a  state  of  complete  and  finished 
manufacture,  and  are  worth  35/.  per  ton  in  liie  Bti- 
tisli  market;  whilst  bar  and  bolt  iron  is  only  worth 
11/.  per  ton. 

It  is  to  be  assumed,  that,  whenever  duties  are 
imposed  on  any  foreign  article  in  a  graduated  scale 
proportioned  to  its  manufactured  state,  it  is  intend- 
ed that  the  duty  slinuld  be  regulated  by  that  state 
alone, and  not  by  the  process  by  which  it  is  brought 
to  that  state.  Iron,  in  a  certain  state  of  manufac- 
ture, is  to  be  charged  with  a  certain  duty;  the 
means  of  bringing  it  to  that  state,  whether  by  ham- 
mering or  rolling,  is  not  to  be  had  in  consideration; 
jbr,  if  it  v.'ere,  the  eHect  would  be  to  force  each 
nation  to  use  exactly  the  same  process,  and,  what 
certainly  never  could  iiave  been  intended,  to  check 
and  punish  the  application  of  ingenuity  and  im- 
provement. 

Considering,  therefore,  that  the  bar  and  bolt  iron 
manufactured  in  (ireat  Britain,  is,  according  to  the 
true  spirit  and  intent  of  the  2d  article  of  the  treaty 
of  commerce,  in  every  respect,  "a  like  article" 
with  that  manufactured  in  Stveden  andKussia,  it  is 
hoped  that  snch  measures  will  be  taken  by  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Unite  d  States  as  will  allow  of  its 
admission  to  importation  at  the  same  rate  of  duty, 
and  will  place  the  British  manufacturer  in  that  state 
of  equality  in  respect  to  foreign  nations,  as  may 
accord  with  the  undoubted  intention  of  the  late 
treaty  of  commerce  between  the  two  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consi- 
deration, sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  BAGOT. 
Jobs  Quiscr  Adams,  secretanj  of  stale. 


and  manufacture  of  any 


e 

othev 


growth,  produce 
foreign  countries. 

yiT.  i?agot,  in  a  letter  of  the  ISth  November, 
1816,  addressed  to  Mr.  .\Jonroe,  at  that  time  secre- 
tary for  the  department  of  state,  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  you,  has  clearly  pointed  out  that  iron, 
manufactured  in  Great  Britain  by  rolling,  ought  to 
be  considered  a  like  article  to  iron  manufactured 
by  hammering,  both  in  Sweden  and  I.'ussia;  and  1 
feel  confideDt  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  call 
your  attention  to  this  similarity  in  the  state  of  tiie 
manufacture  ai  British  and  other  foreign  iron,  in 
bars  ^.'id  bolts,  to  decide  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  adopt  measures  for  the  admission 
to  importation  of  this  ar\lcle,  on  terms  more  consis- 
tent with  the  spirit  of  the  tr.  a'.y  of  commerce  ex- 
istin.g  between  the  two  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  liighest  consi- 
deration, sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
G,  CIlAWFUIil)  ANTUOBUS. 
JoHK  QuiHUT  Adams,  secrclavj  of  utate, 

>Mr.  Jhitrobus  to  Mr.  .lilnms. 

Wiisliiuqjfon.May  I.lE'iO. 

SiH:  In  the  inontli  of  November,  of  the  year  1816^ 
Mr.  IJagothad  the  honor  of  addros.sing  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, at  that  time  secretary  of  state,  a  note,  calling 
his  attention  to  a  provision  of  an  act  of  congress, 
passed  on  the  27th  of  \pril,  of  that  year,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  ion- 
nage,"  imposing,  on  the  importation  into  the  United 
States  of  iron,  in  bars  and  bolts,  manufactured  by 
rolling,  a  duty  equal  to  that  paid  on  anchors,  where- 
as.'by  it  iron  in  bars  and  bolts,  manufactured  by 
hammering,  was  subject  to  a  lower  duty. 

On  the  22d  November  last,  I  had  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress  a  note  to  you  on  the  same  subject,  requestinfj 
the  adoption,  by  the  American  government,  of  sucli 
mea.sures  as  would  give  to  the  British  merchant 
the  advantages  secured  to  him  by  the  2d  article  of 
the  treaty  of  commerce  between  Great  nritain  and 
the  United  S'ates,  namely,  "that  no  higlier  duties 
"  shall  be  imposed  on  the  importation  to  the  United 
"  States  of  any  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  oi* 
"manufacture  of  his  Britannic  majesty's  territories 
"  in  Europe,  than  are,  or  shall  be  payable  on  the 
"like  articles,  being  the  growth,  produce,  or  ma. 
"  nufacture  of  any  other  foreign  countries." 

As  it  is  understood  that  the  modilication  of  the 
tariff,  thus  sought  for,  can  only  be  effected  by  an 
act  of  the  legislature,  and,  as  it  is  believed  that 
the  present  session  of  that  body  is  now  drawing 
to  a  close,  I  take  the  liberty  of  again  bringing 
this  matter  under  your  notice,  and  of  e.xpress- 
ing  a  hope  that  the  present  high  rate  (^f  di.ty  on 
the  importation  of  rolled  iron  will  no  longer  be 
allowecl  to  exist,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  British  ma- 
nOfacturer,  and,  it  should  seem,  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  commercial  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  t  >  be,  with  the  highest  coiisi. 
deration,  su',  your  most  obd't  and  humble  set'vt.' 

G.  CHAWFURI)  ANTUOBUS. 
'  JoHK  Qciscv  Ada?is,  KCTSlary  of  state. 
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,1/r.  Canning  to  Mr.  ,idams. 

Wasliiiigton,  Mjrcli  31st,  1821. 

Sib:  It  is  in  obedience  to  instructions  which  I 
have  lately  received  from  his  m.ijestv'd  q'overnment 
that  I  have  the  honor  to  recal  your  attention  to  a 
subject  of  considerable  interest,  on  which  Mr.  Bi- 
got and  Mr.  Antrobus  have  ah-eady  had  occasion, 
respectively,  to  open  a  correspondence  v>'ith  your 
fiflice — ^1  mean  the  discrimination  established  by 
congress  in  the  duties  on  imported  iron,  manufac 
lured  by  rollinfj  or  hammering-. 

I  ubstain  lor  "the  present  from  troublini^  you  with 
nny  additional  argument  in  support  of  the  f^c-neral 
princijdes  itssc  rted  by  Mr.  Biiyot;  but  as  th»;re  is 
reason  to  suppose  tliat  some  erroneous  notions  have 
prevailed,  with  respect  to  the  process  of  roUinj? 
iron,  as  employed  in  the  British  manufactories,  it  is 
confidently  hoped  that  an  authentic  statement  of 
the  real  process  will  suttice  to  remove  any  objec- 
tions v/hich  the  irovernment  of  the  United  States 
may  still  entertain  to  an  equalization  of  the  duties 
in  question. 

'r!ie  pig  iron  is  T.rst  purified,  or  refined,  in  what 
is  called  a  finery;  durin.jj  which  stasia  of  the  pro- 
res.<,  it  loses  in  weight  about  2^  cwt.  per  ton. 

The  metal  thus  reiined  is  taken  to  the  pnddJing 
furnace,  from  which,  after  it  hfs  under^-one  the 
"operation  of  purhllinp,  it  is  conveyed  in  balls,  each 
weip"liintf  about  60  lbs.  to  the  alahbing  rolls  and  there 
rolled  into  a  slab  or  rongli  bar. 

This   bar    is  then  divided  into  several  peices, 
which  are  placed  in  piits  of  three  or  four  peices  to 
gclher,  and,  after  heinj^  ai^ain  lieattd  in  a  reverbe- 
rating furnace,  are  rolled  into  wliut  is  called  a  iner- 
i.hani  bar. 

In  these  two  stages  there  is  a  further  waste  of 
about  5  cwt.  in  the  ton. 

The  metul,  after  being  refined  in  the  puddling 
furnace,  is  sometimes  placed  under  a  lulvc,  or  iron 
hammer  of  tl)ree  or  four  tons  weight,  and  shingled 
or  hammered  into  what  is  termed  a  half  bl;o<n, 
whicli  is  subsequently  cut  into  pieces  and  rolled 
into  a  merclianl  bar,  in  tlie  s;iine  way  as  the  piled 
slabs.  The  quality  of  the  manufactured  metal,  and 
the  cost  of  the  operation,  are  very  nearly  the  same 
ii  both  cases. 

To  these  facts,  whlcli  are  derived  on  authority, 
to  all  appearance  unquestionable,  from  the  princi 
pal  iron  manufactories  in  England,  it  may  be  ad- 
tied,  that,  even  the  pig-iron"  employed  tliere,  is 
probably  of  a  superior  quality,  owing  to  tlie  great 
care  with  which  the  drosj  ii  dia.\vn  ofT'  from  the 

ore. 

^'ursuaded  that  tlie  preceding  statement  will  re- 
ceive at  your  hands  an  attentive  and  llb'.-ral  consi- 
deT.ition,'l  beg,  sir,  tiiat  you  will  accept  the  assu- 
rances with  which  I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  your  most 
obedient  huinbie  servant. 

SI  RATFOKn  CANNING. 

JoBsQciNCT  Adajis,  Secretary  of  state. 

J\lr.  Camiivg  to  M:  ..tdams, 

Wasliiiigtoi),  26th  November,  1321. 
Sin:  On  the  31st  of  March  I  did  myseU  the  ho- 
jicr  of  writing  to  you  with  ref^-rcnce  to  the  discri- 
minating d'liics  laid  by  congress  on  imported  rol- 
led and  hammered  iron,  it  is  under  the  special  in- 
structions of  my  government  that  I  now  return  to 
a  subject  which  has  been  repeatedly  pressed  upon 
your  notice,  in  full  persuasion  that,  sooner  or  later, 
the  legislature  of  the  United  States  would  recog- 
nize  the  propriety  and  justice  of  repealing  the  ex- 
ceptionbale  duty, 


I  do  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  draw  any  infer» 
ence  unfavorable  to  this  expectation,  from  tlie  si- 
lence with  which  you  received  my  former  letter.  I 
abstained  on  that  occasion,  from  going  at  large  into 
the  merits  of  the  question,  conceiving  that  an  ex- 
position ofcertain  facts,  capable  of  being  verified, 
would  be  suRicient,  until  the  meeting  of  congress 
should  furnish  a  fit  occasion  for  examining  tlie 
whole  subject  in  a  more  connplel.e  and  deliberate 
manner. 

You  will  remember,  sir,  tint  the  facts  which  I 
tl'.en  stated,  and  to  which  I  again  solicit  your  atten? 
liun,  v/ere  calculated  chiefly  to  remove  the  errone- 
ous impressions  entertained  b}'  some  persons  in  this 
country,  with  respect  to  the  real  nature  of  British 
rolled  iron,  and  the  process  of  that  manufacture  — 
It  had  been  asserted,  that  in  rolling  iron,  according 
to  the  practice  of  Great  Britain,  the  metal  was  only 
twice  heated,  and  so  rapidly  converted  into  bars,  as 
not  to  allow  of  its  acquiring  those  qualities  wliich 
are  sup;)osed  to  be  imparted  to  it  by  the  more  la- 
borious operation  of  hammering.  It  now  appears, 
from  the  testimony  of  many  re.';pectable  individuals 
acquiinted  witli  this  important  branch  of  industry, 
tliat  the  iron  is  heated  no  less  than  three  times,  that 
it  is  rtfinrd  with  such  cHcct  as  to  lose  7^  cwt.  per 
ton  in  passing  from  t!ie  state  of  pig  iron  to  that  oi 
merchant  bars,  and  further,  that  it  is  cut  into  peices 
after  the  Mrst  rolling,  and  piled  so  as  to  cross  the 
grain  when  again  heated  and  rolled. 

In  tlie  qualities  of  rolled,  as  in  Uiose  of  hammer- 
ed iron,  there  may  be  an  occasionrd  difl'erence  re- 
sulting from  the  nature  of  the  ores  employed  in  it.q 
composition.  The  Britisli  iron  masters  use  a  great 
variety  of  oi'es,  tlie  different  mixtures  and  combina- 
tions of  Vv'liich  have,  doubtless,  a  considerable  effct 
in  producing  a  better  or  an  inferior  article.  But  to 
suppose  that  any  dilTereica  is  made  in  the  quality 
or.maniifacttire  of  British  iren,  when  destined  for 
the  foreign  market,  otlier  thaii  when  it  is  kept  for 
home  consumption,  is  an  error  which  cannot  be  met 
with  too  distinct  and  positive  a  denial, 

Tliis  notion,  groundless  as  it  is,  has,  however, 
been  brought  forward  with  others  etjually  errone- 
ous, to  prevent  an  eqiialization  of  the  dr.ijcs  on  in- 
ported  iron.  It  has  even  been  alleged  that  while 
rolled  iron  is  exported  from  Great  Britain  for  tlie 
use  of  foreign  countr'es,  the  British  import  large 
qaantlties  of  hammered  iron  from  the  north  of  l''u- 
rope  for  their  own  use;  and  that,  in  ship  building, 
this  latter  article,  owing  to  its  superior  quality,  is 
indispensable. 

In  reply  to  these  assertions  I  appeal,  with  confi- 
dence, to  the  accounts  of  British  and  foreign  bar 
iron  employed  in  Great  Britain,  at  tiirec  successive 
perioils  witliin  the  last  sixteen  years.  In  1805,  in 
1314,  and  in  1820,  the  respective  quantities  of  the 
former  were  101,87",  137,365,  136,642;  and  those 
of  foreign  bar  iron  were  27,41.1,  11,635,  and  6,242. 
To  confirm  the  results  suggested  by  this  statement, 
it  may  be  added  that  in  Ireland,  where  a  strong  pre- 
ju'iice  is  knovn  lo  have  once  prevailed  in  favor  of 
foreign  iron,  the  consumption,  which,  in  1807,  was 
5,690  of  British,  and  3,229  of  foreign,  was,  in  the 
year  1820,  474  of  the  latter,  and  no  less  than  13,073 
of  the  former. 

For  the  manufacture  of  steel,  ar.d  for  that  alone, 
the  Baltic  iron  has  some  advantage  over  British, 
and  wiiatever  quantity  of  it  is  imported  into  Great 
Britain,  is  eiiher  converted  into  steel;  in  which 
way  it  is  at  present  almost  exclusively  used,  or  re- 
exported to  those  countries,  where  the  nature  and 
properties  of  British  rolled  iron  are  as  yet  ipipe?- 
feclly  understood. 
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Concer.ninij  the  particular  point,  of  ship  buildinjj, 
the  abstract  which  follows,  of  the  respective  qiiiii- 
tities  of  British  anJ  foreign  iron,  employed  at  dif- 
ferent times  by  h's  majesty's  navy  board,  must,  ot 
itself,  carry  conviction  to  every  iaipartial  mind. 
Years.  Foreign.  Jirilish. 

1306  457  1343 

1810  289  1663 

1815  82  1743 

1820  51  1824 

The  truth  is,  that,  except  fjr  making  steel,  any 
superior  filnesa  for  which  is  clearly  an  accident  of 
nature,  and  not  tlie  effect  of  hdmmirmg,  Flnghsh 
bar  iron  is  at  least  equal  to  that  of  Sweden  alvJ 
Kussia.  It  is  used  throughout  Great  Uritaiu  in  the 
most  important  constructions,  in  her  manufactoi  ies, 
deck  yards,  and  military  estabhshments.  It  is  pre- 
pared" exactly  in  the  same  manner  for  exportation 
as  for  domestic  consumption.  It  is  never  finished 
by  a  single  rolling,  except  at  a  very  few  works, 
where  the  metal  has  been  previously  formed  by 
hammering.  It  rarely  happens,  indeed,  that  tlie 
iron  master  knows,  at  the  time  of  manufacturing, 
for  which  market  the  iron  is  destined,  and  when 
he  is  apprized  of  this  circumstance,  a  sense  of  liis 
ort-n  interest,  the  interest  of  the  trade,  would  alone 
rtstrain  him  from  sending  an  inferior  manufacture 
to  the  foreign  market. 

It  is,  in  short,  the  greatest  of  delusions  to  ima- 
gine that  the  consumers  of  iron  are  interested  in 
giving  a  preference  to  the  process  ofhaxmering 
over  "that  of  rolling.  The  Hiltic  mmufaclurers 
have,  doubtless,  their  reasons  for  adhering  to  their 
former  practice,  but  so  far  from  their  deriving  any 
cl.iim  to  superiority  from  that  circumstance,  it  is 
well  known  to  persoi.s  familiar  with  the  trade,  tliat 
their  iron  would  be  improvevl  rather  than  dete- 
riorated by  the  api-lication  of  tlie  rolling  macliine. 
Tliis  being  t!ie  case,  it  would  be  absurd  to  defend 
the  discriminating  duty  on  ihe  ground  of  its  pre- 
venting the  manufacture  of  rolled  iron  in  the  north- 
ern countries  of  Europe. 

Even  in  the  counter  statements  which  have 
been  made  upon  this  subject,  it  is  admitted,  not 
oiilv  Uiut  tlie  ores  of  England  may  be  cqu-l  to  thosi 
of  other  countries,  but  also  that  the  process  of 
rolling  only  requires  to  be  repeated  in  order  to 
pl.-ice  it  upon  a  level  with  that  of  hammering. 
.MIo-.v  me,  sir,  to  remark,  in  reference  to  this  ad- 
mission, that  in  the  present  state  of  your  legisla- 
tive enactments,  the  British  iron  imported  into  the 
United  States  migiit  pass  under  the  roller  any  num. 
her  of  times,  without  being  relieved,  on  that  ac- 
count, from  the  pressure  of  which  I  complain. 

The  diflTerence  of  value,  or  co:>t,  at  which  the 
rolled  and  hammered  iron  may  be  prepared  for 
sale,  can  surely  present  no  argument  in  favor  of 
tlie  discriminating  duties.  That  difl'erence,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  is  a  natural  result  of  la!)or-saving 
machinery;  it  is  the  just  reward  of  ingenuity  em- 
ployed With  success  in  the  service  of  mankind. 
Science  and  inventive  genius  are  peculiar  to  no 
soil,  all  nations  have  an  interest  in  their  progress, 
and  to  grudge  them  a  fair  remuneration,  wouM  be 
no  Itss  unworthy  of  the  character,  than  foreign  to 
the  views  of  an  enlightened  legsJaiure. 

•1  have  nov,-,  sir.  rephed.  and  I  trust,  conclusively, 
to  such  parts  of  the  explanatory  statement  which 
you  communicated  to  Mr.  Anirobus,  in  your  letter, 
dated  tlie  31st  of  May,  1820,  as  were  grounded, 
how  justly  I  leave  to  your  caneior,  on  the  princip!-o 
of  expediency.  ;t  remains  for  me  to  tiike  a  more 
comprc.hensive  view  of  the  case,  as  involving,  in 
ifiv  bel;<-f,  a  breach  of  a2roc-:ner.*,',:r.li;»(-;:»io:i:il  no 


doubt,  but  not,  therefore,  less  prejudicial  to  his  ma-, 
jesty  as  a  contrac'ing  party,  nor  calling  the  less 
for  a  seasonable  amenlment. 

By  the  second  article  of  the  com-ention  of  com- 
merce, subsisting  between  the  two  countries,  it  is 
declared,  that  "no  higher  or  other  dutic-s  shall  bo 
imposed  :n  the  importation  into  the  United  S.aies 
of  any  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
of  his  Britannic  majesty's  territories  in  Europe, 
tiian  are,  or  shall  be,  payable  on  the  like  articles, 
being  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of  any 
other  foreign  country."  To  secure  certain  stipu- 
laied  advantages,  reciprocally  to  both  the  contract-, 
ing  parties,  was  the  general  o'oject  of  the  conven- 
tion; to  secure  to  the  produce  and  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain,  a  fair  unshackled  competition  in 
the  markets  of  the  United  States,  with  all  articles 
of  a  similar  nature  imported  from  other  foreign 
countries,  is  the  plain  indisputable  object  of  this 
particular  clause.  But  how  can  these  objects  be 
considered  as  fully  or  adequately  effected  while 
Britisii  bar  iron  is  msd?  to  pay,  on  its  importation 
into  the  United  Statrs,  double  the  amount  of  duty 
levied  on  the  same  article  when  imported  fronn 
Sweden  and  Russia?  I  am  aware  of  the  distinction 
which  has  been  drawn  between  rolled  and  ham- 
mered iron,  and  of  the  assertion,  founded  on  tliat 
distinction,  that  so  long  as  all  importations  of  ham- 
mered, and  all  importations  of  rolled  iron,  are  sub- 
ject, respectively,  to  tlie  same  rate  of  duty.  Great 
Britain  has  no  right  to  complain.  But  Great  Bri- 
tain being  tlie  sole  exporter  of  rolled  iron,  tlie 
discriminating  duties  do  in  fact  operate  to  her  pre- 
judice, and,  in  point  of  principle,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  shew  tliat  the  articles  ia  queston  are 
truly  and  essentially  like  articles,  such  as  cannot, 
witii  any  color  of  reason,  be  excluded  from  the  be- 
nefit of  the  trealv. 

You  will  i-eudify  a  Imit,  sir,  that  like  articles,  in 
t'le  sense  of  the  convention,  must  necessarily  be 
such  as  are  similar  to  eacli  otlier  in  their  leadin-*- 
cJiaracteristic  properties.  On  any  other  supnosi- 
lion,  the  clause  in  question  is  an  idle  form  of  words, 
and,  contrary  to  the  very  end  and  purpose  of  the 
treaty,  a  door  would  be  opened  to  arbitrary  inter- 
pretation in  one  of  its  principal  provisions.  Mow 
the  process  or  mechanical  operation  by  which  an 
article  is  manufactured,  can  surely  never  bs  reck- 
oned among  its  properties  Anv  difference  of  use, 
or  quality,  resulting  from  the  mode  of  manuf;4cture, 
may  indeeil  constitute  a  fairground  of  distinction; 
but  there  is  every  r;;ason  to  believe  that  no  such 
difference  exists  in  the  present  instance.  It  has 
been  shewn;  on  the  concr.ary,  that,  for  all  the  ulte- 
rior purposes  to  which  bar  iron,  as  such,  is  appli- 
cable, the  roll  id  is  equally  good  with  :he  hammer- 
ed; that  both  the  one  and  the  other  are  sent  to  mar- 
ket in  the  same  stage  of  manufacture,  anil  that 
the  only  difference  between  them  is  one  of  a  re- 
trospective nature,  not  affecting  the  identity  of 
their  present  state,  but  relating  solely  to  the  pro. 
cess  by  which  they  were  brought  to  the  same 
point. 

To  borrow  an  illustration  from  language — two 
words  of  similar  mcrining,  in  common  acceptation, 
would  surely  not  be  deemed  the  less  synonimous 
because  they  might  be  traced  to  difli?rent  roots, 
or  had  passed  through  different  modes  of  form.i- 
tion. 

I  furtlier  intreat  a'ou,  sir,  to  observe  with  what 
ficilit)'  the  same  di.stinciion  may  be  extended  to 
other  articles  of  co;Timcrce.  Even  the  chief  sta- 
ple of  your  soutlicrn  sti.tcs  mighf,  upon  the  same 
princ'ph',  he  di--r:m;n:;tc.'i  in  British  por's  fro'.n 
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the  cotton  of  Hrszil  or  the  Levant,  for  no  other 
reason  than  because  it  had  been  prepared  by  Mr. 
Whitney's  ing'enioas  anr!  useful  machinery.  Ex- 
amples, bearing'  upon  either  parly,  mit^ht  easily 
be  multiplied;  I  have  taken  this  because  it  is  the 
TT.ost  obvious.  In  fact,  the  same  natural  produc-  j 
tions  are  common  to  so  many  diiTerent  countries, 
while  the  means  of  improving  them  are  varied  ac- 
cording to  the  vast  diversity  of  local  resources, 
that  even  of  those  articles  which  barely  rank  as 
manufact'ires,  few  might  not  be  brought  within 
range  of  the  same  distinction  which  is  now  applied, 
unwarrantably,  I  think,  to  bar  iron.  That  a  lati- 
tude of  interpretation,  thus  tendmg  to  nullify  one 
of  the  principal  claus",s  of  the  treaty,  should  have 
been  contemplated  bv  t'lose  who  framed  it,  is  ut- 
terly inconceivable.  Yet  this,  sir,  is  the  conclu- 
sion to  which  we  must  must  come,  if  it  be  admit- 
ted tii.it  rolled  and  hammered  bar  iron  are  not  like 
ariides;  an  admission  which,  taking  the  fair  and 
natural  meaning  of  that  phrase,  would  surely  be 
eq'iivalent  to  saying  that  what  is  bar  iron  when 
hammered  is  not  bar  iron  whe-:  rolled. 

It  is  with  regret,  sir,  ttiat  I  have  found  it  neces- 
sary to  take  up  so  much  of  your  time  on  this  sub- 
ject; but  I  feel  persuaded  that  3-ou  will  appreciate 
its  importance,  ail  that  it  will  receive  from  the 
American  government  an  early  and  equitable  re- 
visal,  to  the  end  of  relieving,  by  law,  the  importa- 
tioTsof  British  rolled  iron  from  the  present  discri- 
minating duty,  and  thereby  fullilling  the  obliga- 
tions of  tlie  commercial  treaty. 

lembracethls  ojiportunity,  sir,  to  repeat  to  you 
tlie  assurance  of  niy  perfect  consideration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 
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Xaval.  The  Franklin  74,  was  at  Valparaiso  on 
the  6th  of  Feb. 

The  U.  S.  felucca  Bull  Dog  was  lost,  on  the  26th 
x\pril,  off  the  west  end  of  I5elle  Pass,  in  one  ot  the 
severest  gales  of  wind  ever  known  in  the  Gulf. 
Four  of  the  cre^v  were  drowned — the  rest  have 
reached  New  Orleans. 

It  seems  certain  that  several  privateers  are  fit- 
ting out  at  St.  John's,  T'orto  Rico,  for  the  purpose 
of  capturing  vessels  trading  with  ports  in  posses- 
sion  of  the  patriots. 

//.  G.  Oils  has  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate 
of  the  United  States. 

MiUitran  and  li'elchman,  who  robbed  the  Phronix 
bank  of  New-York  sometime  ago,  have  been  con- 
victeit,  and  sentenced  to  nine  years  hard  labor  in 
the  pefnitentiary. 

B  osk't/n,  on  Long  Island,  contains  716"  inhabi- 
tants, and  in  point  of  population  has  the  third  rank 
among  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  state  of  New  York. 

^  seal  has  been  captured  off  the  eastern  coast, 
which,  when  pursued,  was  first  supposed  to  be  a 
sea-serpent.     It  weighed  370  pounds. 

^i  negro,  near  Winchester,  in  Virginia,  lately  as- 
sailed two  young  ladie^i,  tied  them  to  trees  and 
compelled  them  to  endure  his  loathsome  caresses; 
but  was  iiappi'.y  frustrated  as  to  his  ultimate  design. 

A  negro,  on  his  o-!un  rivfession,  i:<  to  be  execuletl 
at  Cahawba  on  tlie  loth  inst.  hired  by  a  white  man 
to  assist  in  a  burglary:  his  evidence  was  conclusive 
as  to  himself,  but  not  legal  against  his  companion 
and  employer  in  the  act.  It  is  thus  lliat  great  fish-.-s 
break  llirougli  and  little  ones  are  caught  in  the  net. 

Dial,  on  the  21st  March,  in  Lancaster  county, 
Penn.  the  rev.  Jacob   Slot',  aged  91  years  and  5 


months,  a  minister  of  the  Dnnker  society  for  nearly 
seventy  years  past,  and  within  the  last  year  has 
been  known  to  walk  four  or  five  miles  to  officiate 
in  his  society. 

Jl  horse  belonging  to  captain  llolford,  lately  trot- 
ted  in  England,  seventeen  miles  in  58  minutes  and 
36  seconds.  He  carried  lUA  stone,  and  was  to  per- 
form the  match  within  the  hour  for  200  guineas. — 
Mr.  Williams'  horse,  which  beat  the  sla'te  colored 
American  horse,  was  backed  to  trot  three  miles  in 
nine  minutes.     The  match  was  lost  by  40  seconds. 

A  /.orse  lately  died  in  England  at  the  advanced 
age  of  fifty  years.  lie  was  the  properly  of  Henry 
Holford,  esq.  of  Devon. 

Bisiance/  A  proposal  was  laid  before  the  legis- 
lature of  New  York,  to  incorporate  the  "Ocean 
steam  Boat  company,"  who  intended  to  establish  a 
regular  line  of  Packets  between  the  cities  of  New- 
York  and  New  Orlean-,  to  depart  once  a  month. — 
rhe  distance  is  about  2000  miles;  but  the  establish- 
ment  of  such  a  line  of  packets  will  make  the  cities 
as  neighbors  of  one  another. 

We  mist  approve  of  the  cnterprize  of  the  peo- 
ple of  New  York,  though  it  may  adectthe  interests 
of  other  cities,  for  her  ex.amplesare  precious.  It  is 
the  purpose  of  her  ci'.i7..?ns  to  render  her  the  great- 
est  mart  in  the  world,  if  they  can — for  which  no  one 
can  blame  them.  Second  only  to  London  as  a  place 
of  trade,  they  seem  disposed  to  rival  that  seat  of 
commerce,  if  it  be  possible — and  it  is  probable  that 
they  will  do  it  before  many  years  pass  over  us,  by 
their  canals,  roads,  lines  of  packets,  £cc. 

Sliorl  passages.  During  the  early  p.art  of  last 
month,  several  vessels  arrived  at  New-York  in  23 
and  24  days  from  England.  By  one  of  them  a  Lon- 
don paper  was  received  wliich  contained  an  account 
rf  the  death  of  Mr,  Pinkney,  and,  on  tlie  same  dav, 
the  mail  from  Si.  Louis  brought  similar  intelligence. 
One  vessel  made  a  voyage  to  and  from  Liverpool 
in  72  days— 31  of  which  she  laid  in  the  latter  port. 
She  made  her  passage  out  in  18,  and  that  home  in 
23  days,  at  sea.  A  passenger  who  came  in  her  had 
been  absent  from  New-York  only  46  days,  and 
transacted  important  business  in  London! 

Commerce — 154  vessels  arrived  at  New  York  fron^ 
foreign  ports,  during  the  last  month;  viz.  27  ships, 
65  brigs,  53  schooner's  and  7  sloopi;.  The  total 
foreign  arrivals  at  that  port,  for  the  year  ending 
31st  .May  1S22,  amounted  to  107S. 

Commerce  of  the  Ohio,  A  Louisville  paper  States, 
that  the  steam  vessel  United  States,  which  started 
for  New-Orleans  on  the  10th  of  March,  had  the 
following  cargo  on  board:  70  hlids.  tobacco,  2,258 
bbls  flour,  468  flo  of  whiskey,  1S9  do.  pork,  68  do. 
porter,  79  do.  apples,  11  do.  beans,  3  do.  vinegar,  2 
do.  oil,  11  reels  yarn,  17  coils  bail  rope,  6  boxes 
soap,  3  do.  candles,  6  horses  and  about  50  negroes. 

Trade  on  the  lakes.  Nine  fine  schooners  were 
lately  seen  at  one  time  bearing  up  for  the  port  of 
Detroit — they  were  from  Buffalo  and  other  ports  on 
lake  Erie,  some  of  them  bound  to  Mackinaw  and 
Green  Bay.  There  were  many  passengers,  who 
designed  to  settle  in  .Michigan.  The  progress  and 
shortfy  expected  opening  of  the  ^zw  York  canal, 
rapiiUy  increases  the  population  of  this  territory. 

Slulj  building.  There  are  now  building  on  the 
.Merri.mack,  six  ships  and  five  brigs — some  of  which 
are  large  and  fine  vessels. 

.'2  steam  boat  has  been  launched  at  New- York, 
owned  by  a  citizen  of  Savannah,  to  ply  between 
the  latter  place  and  Tybec  island,  daring  the  sum- 
ner,  where  an  e.^tcnsive  establishment  for  sea- 
bathing is  erected. 
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The  interinr.  The  navifjaiion  of'that  part  of  the! 
Brie  canal  which  is  completed,  appears  to  increase 
daily.  From  23  to  3'J  boats  are  registered  in  a 
week,  and  from  fiO  to  70  boats  arrive  at  the  re- 
raotest  points  of  the  navigation,  fully  luden,  ia  the 
same  time.  (Tj^Fears  are  beginning  to  be  express- 
ed, that  the  canal  will  not  be  sutlicient  to  carry  on 
the  business  which  it  will  produce.  This  is  proha 
ble,  wlien  v.-e  reflect  upon  t'.ie  richness  of  the 
country  which  it  passes  through,  and  the  immense 
regions  which  it  will  unite  with  the  waters  of  the 
Atlantic. 

American  mantifactiire.  We  have  seen,  (says  the 
N,  Y.  Evening  I'ost),  two  elegant  swords,  manu- 
factured by  N  Starr,  of  Middletown.Conn.  which, 
for  workmanship  rind  beauty,  can  scarcely  be  ex- 
celled. The  hilt  and  ornamenis  are  of  pure  gold. 
They  were  made  to  an  order  from  the  state  of  Ten- 
ncsste,  for  gen.  Jackson  and  gen.  Gaines.  On  one 
.side  of  the  one  intended  for  gen.  Jackson,  is  en- 
graved the  following  inscription:  "This  sword  is 
presented  by  the  st.ate  of  Tennessee  to  general 
Jackson,  for  meritorious  services  performed  in  tlie 
late  war  with  Great  Britain."  On  the  blade  is  en- 
graved "New-Orleans."  The  or.e  intended  for  gen. 
Gaines  has  "F.rie"  engraved  upon  the  blade,  and 
tlie  same  inscription  upon  the  scabbosrd  as  the  one 
intended  for  gen.  Jackson,  except  the  name. 

(Xj'These  swords  are  said  to  be  fur  supeiior  to 
that  which  was  made  in  London,  fur  capt.  Macdo- 
7iongh,  presented  by  the  crew  of  the  Guerriere — 
and  together,  cost  but  little  more  tlian  that  sword 
did. 

The  third  "Virj^iniaiV  was  celehrated  at  James 
Town  on  the  24tli  nit.  The  company  assembled 
was  numerous  and  respectable,  and  the  festivity 
was  kept  up  with  niuch  order  and  propriety. 

Theatrical.  Mr.  Cooper  performed  Othello  at 
Louisville,  Ky.  on  the  13lh  ult.  The  boxes  of  the 
theatre,  16  in  number,  had  been  disposed  of  at 
auction,  after  tlie  r>oslcn  fashion,  and  brought  ,137 
dollars  for  t!ie  evening.  The  Louisville  Public 
AdvcrtisLTsay.i,  that  "the  house  will  Iiold,  in  addi- 
tion to  lliis  amount,  at  least  :.'!00  dollars,  provided 
that  the  gentlemen  who  may  be  in  the  pit  should 
be  prevailed  upon  to  abandon  the  disagreeable  and 
indecorous  practice  of  standing-  up." 

./?  linttle.  At  a  late  muster  of  a  regiment  of  mili- 
tia at  Philadelpitia,  u  considerable  battle  appears 
to  have  taken  place,  in  which  swords  were  usetl 
and  some  persons  severely  wounded. 

Piracr.  Five  men  belonging  to  the  crew  of  the 
Mosca,  s'-ntinto  Norfolk  by  thejU.  S.  sliip  Hornet 
and  cl!:irged  with  piracy,  have  been  put  upon  their 
trial  and  promptly  released — an  act  of  piracy  rot 
Ntmg  even  attempted  to  be  proved,  tliough  the 
character  of  the  vessel  was  very  suspicious. 

Poison.  Some  negroes  belonging  to  gen.  David- 
srr.  of  Ircdel!  county,  N.  C.  unwilling  to  remove 
with  him  to  Alr.bama,  poisoned  two  of  his  daugh- 
ters (married  ladies),  and  iiad  prepar'-d  a  dose  for 
tlie  L-ev.cni)  himself.  It  was  believed  that  they  used 
thi  hemlock,  which  took  fatal  eliect  very  .speedily. 

Gvpcitm.  A  large  body  of  Gypsu:n  or  planter  of 
Pans,  has  been  dis'.ov.rr-d  on  the  north  .side  o! 
"Sandusky  bay^  in  tiie  r-tate  cf  Ohio — easy  of  acce.ss 
fey  water,  (indeed,  in  parllung  in  the  bny  where 
the  water  is  veiy  shallow),  and  of  a  q'tality  said  to 
be  cxceliciit.  The  l>ie  canal  will  make  a  fine  mar 
ket  for  it. 

Potatoe  brand;/  It  ir,  rumored  that  the  principal 
of  a  famous  uistillcrv  in  Tarrs,  ir  abotit  to  e.stabhsh 


himself  in  London,  to  distil  brandy  from  potatoes, 
by  a  process  which  he  was  there  obliged  to  relin- 
quish, on  account  of  the  high  duties  laid  on  to  pro- 
tect the  vine  growers.  The  brandy  made  was  ac- 
counted as  finely  flavored  as  any  other,  and  in  eve» 
ry  respect  thought  to  be  as  good. 

Cheese.  A  Maysville,  Ky.  paper  gives  an  account 
of  tlie  sale  of  some  cheese  there,  which  is  the 
counterpart  of  the  famous  wooden-nutmegs  some- 
time si:  •e  vended  in  the  western  country.  The 
cheese  had  every  appearance  of  being  sound  an<l 
good — the  owner  would  not  liave  them  cut  or  plug- 
ged, because  it  would  spoil  them:  but  when  they 
were  cut,  the  whole  interior  was  found  to  be  rot- 
ten stuff,  curiously  plated  over  with  a  small  quan-, 
tity  of  good  cheese,  by  traders  from  the  east! 

Cast'iron.  We  have  several  times  expressed  oat 
wonder  that  the  British  did  not  make  for  them- 
selves a  cast-iron  king:  they,  however,  manufac 
ture,  for  exportation,  cast-iron  inusbsts — and  care 
little  who  is  killed  by  their  bursting,  if  they  can 
be  sold.  They  also  make  cast-iron  bridle  bitts, 
which  generally  break  at  the  moment  when  the 
life  of  a  man  may  depend  upon  the  strength  of 
them.     Such  is  the  noble  spirit  of  trade! 

Prices  current.  A  newspaper  printed  at  Dayton, 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Mad  River  with  the  Great 
Miami,  in  the  interior  of  O'lio,  gives  the  following 
as  tlie  price  current  of  certain  articles  at  that  place: 
Superiine  flour  §2. .50  a  barrel;  wheat  30  cents  a 
bushel;  corn  12  cents;  fresh  beef  1  to  3  cents  a 
pound;  smoked  hams  2  to  3  cents;  butter  5  to  8 
cents:  eggs  3  to  5  cents  a  dozen;  barn  fowls  50  to 
73  cents  a  dozen. 

Taxable  propertij.  In  the  Boston  Patriot  is  in- 
serted a  list  of  persons  in  that  city,  who,  in  the  year 
182],  were  taxed  over  100  dollars,  and  the  number 
of  those  who  were  taxed  over  five  dollars.  The 
names  of  the  following  persons  arc  given  as  paying 
the  highest  tax  in  t!i:<t  city — and  we  siiould  sus» 
pect  few  persons  in  the  United  States  pay  a  high- 
er direct  ta.x  than  twenty  five  hundred  dollars. 

Wm.  Gray  S2-500,  Samuel  Parkman  1579,  Peter 
C.  ISrcoks  1414,  J.  and  Y.  Perkins  and  sons  1358, 
Israel  Thorndike  1273,  Wm.  Pratt  653,  Wm.  Phil, 
lips  1807,  Gardner  Green  1424,  David  Sears  1407, 
Benjamin  Wiggin  1107,  John  Parker  962.  There 
are  9  pay  over  §400;  17  over  300;  54  over  200;  34 
over  175;  38  over  130;  48  over  125;  and  92  over  100. 
The  whole  number  paying  a  tax  over  §5,  is  4143. 

Wolves.  We  have  several  times  noticed  the 
amount  paid  for  the  destruc;ion  of  wolves  in  Frank- 
lin county.  New  York,  with  no  small  degree  of  as- 
nishment:  but  from  documents  at  present  before 
us,  it  seems  quite  evident  that  a  set  of  sliecnliilors 
have  been  depredating  on  the  public.  They  were 
provided  with  cum'eiu'ent  justices  of  the  peace  to 
sign  certificates,  and  n  any  poor  dcgsv  were  slain 
and  converted  into  wolves,  for  the  bouiity.  It  is 
only  the  spirit  ot'bmtkinff,  in  an  unusual  appearance. 

Squirrels.  A  Columbus,  O.  paper  of  the  2Jth 
April,  says— On  Friday  and  Saturday  last,  there 
were  about  nine  tnousand  squirrels  killed  in  thi.9 
county;  near  five  thous  ind  of  which  were  killed 
in  this  immediate  vicinity. 

Jjcbarers.  Five  imndred  laborers  are  wanted  on 
that  section  of  N-  York  canal  wliich  passes  through 
tiie  Cayiga  murshts.  Good  hands  will  receive  from 
12  to  15  dollars  a  month. 

Vagrants.  Two  men  were  lately  ordered  to  be 
',so!d,  as  vagrants,  fey  the  court  of  Christian  cuitntv, 
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Ken.  One  brought  seven  and  the  other  was  dis- 
posed of  for  one  dollar.  Two  negroes  were  among 
the  bidders  for  wliite  servants. 

Water.  A  project  is  a-foot  at  New-York,  to 
supply  the  city  with  good  and  wholesome  water, 
from  the  "Rye'  Ponds,"  or  small  lakes,  which  are 
the  sources  of  the  river  Bronx,  in  Westchester 
county,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles!  One  of  these 
lakes  covers  a  surface  of  220  acres,  and  is  from 
45  to  50  feet  deep;  the  other  covers  ahout  50  acres. 
The  water  is  excellent,  and  its  naiural  discharge, 
at  the  low-.s;.  gauge,  is  estimated  at  a  million  of 
gallons  in  24  hours,  which  may  be  easily  increased, 
if  necessary,  to  any  reasonable  amount.  The  cor 
poralion  has  .appropriated  money  for  a  "survey  and 
profile"  of  the  country  throujjh  which  the  aque- 
duct must  pass,  he. 

A'antHcket.  The  town  officers  are  twelve  in  num- 
ber- -of  these,  four  have  the  surname  ot  C'/^m,  four 
that  of  Folger,  and  two  that  of  Gardner. 

Boston.     \  new  part)-,  called  the  "middling  in- 
terest," has  prevailed  over  wliat  used  to  be  called 
of  old  the  "Junto"  party,  m  the  choice  of  city  otfi 
cers.     Highest  on  the  "middling  interest"  ticket, 
2,098;  do.  on  the  ''junto,"  1,745. 

B'llumore  Inspections  for  the  quarter  ending 
31st  March  1822-103,450  bbls  and  5,969^  bbls 
■wheat  flour,  3299  rye  do.  1346  casks  Indian  meal; 
3991  bbls.  and  332  |  bbls.  pork,  Baltimore  packed, 
867  bbls.  and  139  |  bbls.  beef,  do.;  14,051  bbls.  and 
364  large  casks  domestic  liquors— with  herrings, 
shad,  lead,  flaxseed,  kc. 

Massachusetts.  The  Boston  Evening  Gazette 
mentions,  that  the  average  number  of  convicts  in 
the  Massachusetts  state  prison,  for  the  last  three 
years,  has  been  250— the  expenses  of  the  prison, 
including  officers'  salaries,  have  been  as  follows: 
In  1819,^^5.372;  in  1820.  §6,758;  in  1821,  ^7,2'iO; 
or  about  §26  per  head  annual  cost. 

Kentucky.  The  legislature  has  met  for  the  pur- 
pose of  regulating  the  congressional  districts  of  t!ie 
state,  agreeably  to  the  result  of  the  late  census  and 
apportionment;  but  it  appears  as  if  some  other  bu 
siness  might  be  attended  to.  Mr.  Leigh,  ihe  com- 
missioner from  Virginia,  had  addressed  the  legisla- 
ture aboiitthe  "occupying  claimants  law;"  and  the 
matter  will,  most  probably,  be  received  by  Ken- 
tucky as  it  was  by  Virgini  i,  through  the  commis- 
sioners from  the  former,  last  winter— very  politely 
and  in  the  most  friendly  spirit,  but  without  any 
practical  result.  A  motion  to  repeal  the  act  estab 
lishing  the  bank  of  the  commonwealth  was  nega- 
tived—for it  30,  ag.ainst  it  60. 

'I'he  Transylvania  University  now  has  3S0  stu- 
dents, in  the  different  classes. 

Ohio.  A  special  meeting  of  the  legislature  has 
been  held  for  the  purpose  of  clistrlcung  this  state 
for  the  election  of  members  of  congress,  and  a  law 
for  that  purpose  has  been  passed.  There  are  14 
districts,  each  to  choose  one  member.  The  ratio 
for  'Jie  districts  was  41,531. 

Alahama.  The  Mobile  "l?egister"  gives  an  in 
teresting.'iccountof  the  progre<5sof  the  cotton  tra-le 
of  that^'port.  The  crop  of  1817,  furnished  only 
70G0  bales  for  exnortation;  of  1818,  10.000;  of  1819, 
16,000;  of  182(1,25,-390;  of )  821,  44.000!  The  total 
cotton  crop  of  Al.abama  in  1821,  is  estimated  to  have 
amounted  to  71,500  bales,  an<l  to  have  been  worth 
three  millions  of  dollars.  A  few  years  ago,  not  one  j 
pound  was  raised  in  the  country  that  now  forms  | 


this  i^rosperous  state. 


.Maintenance  of  the  poor.  By  the  judicious  manage- 
ment  of  a  farm  provided  for  the  employment  of 
the  poor' at  Newport,  (IJ.  I )  the  expense  of  their 
maintenance  was  reduced  from  §6,157  to  §1,958, 
being  a  saving  of  §4,199;  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  whole  amount.  Thus,  by  verifying  the  prcccjit 
that  he  who  will  not  work  shall  not  eat,  the  good 
people  of  Newport  have  been  enabled  to  make 
the  expense  of  supporting  tlie  poor,  comparatively 
speaking,  a  light  burden.  Their  comforts  are  said 
to  be  very  much  increased. 

The  militia  of  New  York  have  been  returned,  as 
follows: 

Infantry 100157 

Artillery 9672 

Cavalry 5853 

Estimate  of  9  brigades  not  returned  23009 

138652 
The   real  force  is  supposed  to  at  least  15J,300 
fighting  men. 

JVew  military  post.  We  learn  that  the  war  de- 
partment has  determined  to  establish  a  military  post 
at  the  Sault  St.  Mary's,  between  lakes  Huron  and 
Superior.  It  is  to  be  occupied  by  a  detachment  of 
250  men  of  the  2d  regiment,  now  at  Sackett's  liar- 
bor. —  Buffalo  Journal. 

Capt.  Sha-w.  We  learn  that  an  order  has  been 
received  from  the  navy  department,  placing  capt. 
Sha-.n  upon  half  pay  from  the  date  of  his  sentence 
by  the  court  martial,  and  during  the  six  months  of 
his  suspension.  The  idea  which  has  been  suggest- 
ed, that  he  would  receive  his  full  pay  and  emolu- 
ments during  this  period,  is  therefore  unfounded. 

[B<ist.  Pat. 
Charleston,  ..^pril  23.     The  following  act  of  con- 
gress, and  public  notice,  has  been  published  at  St. 
Jo'in's  river,  East  Florida: 

"An  act  of  congress  of  the  United  Stated  for  the 
preservation  of  tiie  timber  of  the  United  States  in 
Florida. 

"Be  it  enacted  by  t!ie  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  con- 
gress assembled.  That  the  president  of  the  United 
.States  be,  and  hereby  is,   authorized  to  employ 
so  much  of  the  land  and  naval  force  of  tlie  United 
States  as    may    be    necessary,    elfectualiy  to   pre- 
vent  the  falling,  cutting  down,  or  other  destruc- 
tion of  the  timber  of  the  United  States  in  Florid:i; 
and  also  to  prevent  the  transportation  or  carrying! 
away  any  such  timber  as  may   be  already  falleua 
or  cut  down,  and  to  take  such  other  and  furllier ' 
measures  as  may  be  deemed  advisable  for  the  preH 
servation  of  the  timber  of  the  United  States  in  Flo^ 
rida." 

"  Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  any  vessel  loadinj 
or  attempting  to  carry  away  from  the  river  Stl 
John's,  any  live  oak,  cedar,  or  other  ship  timber! 
which  has  or  may  be  cut  on  the  lands  belonging  t(f 
the  United  States  in  East  Florida,  without  prope'l 
authority,  will  be  liable  to  seizure  or  judicial  inves^ 
ligation;  and  all  persons  found  cutting  or  destroyi 
ing  said  timber,  will  be  dealt  wilii  according  t<r 
law. 

"This,  therefore,  is  to  warn  and  forbid  any  pepJ 
son  or  persons  concerned  therein. 

"  On   board  the   U.  S.  brig  Spark,  ofT"  the  St 
John's  river,  April  14,  1822. 

•T.  H.  El.TON,  Master  com.     . 

[We  learn  that  one  object  which  the  Spark  has 

in  view  during  her  present  cruise,  is  to  enforce  the 

j  provisions  of  the  above  act  of  congress.]—  Courier. 
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Ehhatcm.  It  was  the  French,  not  the  'English' 
frigate  L,'Afiicane,  that  was  wrecked  on  the  Isle  of" 
Sable,  as  mentioned  in  our  last. 

O^It  is  oftentimes  most  difficult  to  determine 
the  precedence  ot  articles  presenting  themselves 
for  insertion,  and  exceedingh  unpleasant  when  the 
stock  is  h^rge  or  voluminous- which  a  number  o' 
the  documents  yet  on  hand  for  publicaticn  in  the 
liEoisTEH  are;  but  we  shall  dispose  of  them  as  fast  as 
we  can,  leaving  a  reasonable  share  of  our  paper  for 
other  matters. 

Cccause  that  so  mucli  has  been  said  about  tlie 
"Uip  Rap  contract,"  we  liave  commenced  the  pub- 
Jicaiion  of  the  report  and  the  papers  that  accompa- 
nied it,  in  the  present  slieet.  A  huge  quantity 
of  matter  belonging  thereto  yet  remains  behind, 
which  we  snail  take  the  liberty  of  inserting  in  our 
small  type  to  save  room. 

V>e  do  not  intend  to  ofFer  any  remarks  on  this  re- 
port, or  that  which  is  the  subject  matter  of  it.     Letjby  Mr.  Adam^ — that  Mr.  Cvaivfoid  Las  suggested 
lliose  who  feel  an  interest  in  it,  read  and  reflect  for  and  repeatedly  urged  certain  momentous  matters 


tensive  contracts,  by  limiting  them  more  closely 
to  amount  and  time,  by  grading  them  according 
to  some  standard,  real  in  its  nature,  or  otherwise 
equitable  and  suitable  as  a  measure  of  value.  The 
''futrley  burlei/"  state  of  things  during  the  war,  ibr 
the  prosecution  of  which  there  was  so  little  me. 
thod,  and,  from  the  condition  of  things  and  the  po- 
htical  state  of  our  country,  (rent  into  parties  and 
almost  severed  by  prejudices),  a  regular,  straiglit- 
forward  couise  could  not  be  maintained,  left  bt hind 
it  a  vast  accession  of  difliculLies  in  the  dejiartmenls 
which  time  only  could  relieve  us  of — tiiough,  in  my 
opinion,  time  has  not  bec-n  used,  in  all  cascs,  to  such 
good  purposes  as  it  might  have  been,  and  hence 
many  of  tiie  remarks  which  have  appeared  in  Uie 
REGisTEn.  But,  in  some  respects,  we  have  improv- 
ed, and  the  lights  of  experience  have  not  been  ut- 
terly disregarded.  It  is  more  pleasant  to  commend 
than  find  fault:  it  is  known  to  me  that  some  imiiort- 
ant  and  highly  advantageous  an-angements  in  the 
business  of  the  department  of  state, have  been  made 


themselves;  but  on  government-conlracts  general- 
ly, perhaps,  a  few  words  may  be  said  to  advantage. 


for  a  saving  of  the  public  money,  &,c. — that   Mr. 
Calhoun  has  labored  to  reduce  the  expenses  and 


It  is  a  fact,  that  heavy  contracts  between  the  go-  give  a  more  pertect  system  to  his  department;  and 
vernment  and  individuals  are  generally  efficient^  Mr,  Thompson  has  been  zealous  to  effect  similar 
only  to  bind  the  ,ormer,  unless  tlie  contract  proves  j  purposes  in  the  branch  of  business  confidtd  more 


\o  be  prolilable  to  tlie  latter.  If  a  person  under 
takes  to  perform  some  certain  quantity  of  work 
when  the  price  of  a  day's  labor  is  one  dollar,  and 
the  rate  falls  to  75. cents — he  perseveres  in  the 
contract  and  makes  an  enormous  and  unreasonable 


immediately  to  his  superintendence.  In  the  [;rc- 
sewt  rage  of  electioneering,  remarks  of  this  sort 
are  not  calculated  to  please  any  one — but  the  dis- 
passionate; men  that  can  award  jiraise  and  will  be- 
stow censure  as  either  may  be  merited — who,  by 


prolit  out  of  it:  but  it  the  price  advances  to  125|the  bye,  are  not  the  largest  or  most  influential  class 


cents,  he  cannot  fuRiil  his  contract  without  ruin,  if 
able  to  fulfill  it  at  all.  And  in  most  cases  of  the  lat 
t-er  description,  tlie  contract  is  in  some  way  avoid- 
ed, if  not  of  necessity  abandoned — so  the  rule  does 
not,  and  from  the  nature  of  things  cannot,  "vvork 
both  ways,"  as  the  saying  is. 

To  e.\cn>piijy  this  in  tlie  c.ise  of  the  "Rip  Rap 
contract."     Let  us  say  that  this  was  a  fair  and  ho- 


in  society.  "The  million"  will  have  t^// perfection 
or  all  iniquity.  I  cannot  agree  with  it;  not  beingf 
a  piiruza?t. 

But  to  return  to  the  business  of  making  contracts 
— there  is  a  rule  established  in  the  war  depart- 
ment, by  direction  of  the  secretary  of  war,  ihut 
precisely  meets  my  views  of  the  right  of  the  sub- 
ject, in  the  belief  that  it  is  calculated  to  obviate 


iiorable  engagement  at  the  time  it  was  entered  into  j  some  of  the  mischiefs  to  which  they  are  li..ble. — 
— that  the  price  agreed  upon  was  equilat>li^,  accord-' The  prices  paid  by  contract  for  arms  purchased  by 
ing  to  tiien  existing  state  of  things.    The  aniount  of|the  United  States,  are  thus  regulated:  a  certain  sum 


the  compensation  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Mix  was  fixed 
at  §450,000  for  a  certain  quantity  of  stone,  and  for 
the  performance  of  the  contract  en  his  part,  Mr. 
Mix  and  two  others  gave  bond  in  the  sum  oi'  liven  it/ 
th',7tsa;:<l  dollars  on!\  .     It  appears  now  that  Mr.  Mix, 


is  now  paid  for  certain  quanliti',rs  of  work  perJi'i'm- 
ed  at  the  national  armories  at  Springfield  and  Har- 
per's Ferry,  and  by  these  the  prices  to  be  paid  for 
muskets,  &c.  are  graded — risiiig  or  fklling-as  Hie 
price  of  labor  is  enhanced  or  dimin.siied.  Now 
"  nd 


from  the  low  price  of  v.ages  ana  freight,  is  making  jthis  is  fair  and  advantageous  to  bf.lh  parties 
money  at  an  U'lreasoiiable  rate;  bulsuppose  that  the  |Mr.C'in'/ic*7/?i  deserves  much  credit  for  having  adojii. 
price  of  labor  and  freight  hud  raised  as  much  as  they  ed  it.    li  is  a  stating  point,  I  tru.-%t,  from  which  gre:*t 


have  fallen  since  tlie  contract  was  entered  into, 
what  would  have  been  the  state  of  the  case?  If  the 
bond  was  a  good  out ,  and  we  shall  jiresume  that  it 
was,  we  migiit  have  sued  it,  and,  let  us  say,  nave  re- 
covered its  penalty,  twenty  thoiisaJid  dollars — and 


public  and  private  good  will  flow,  thongli  wc 
may  regret  that  tlie  plan  was  not  before  brought 
into  operation.  It  is  exiremely  difiicult  to  fix  a 
standard  of  value  -perhafis,  it  is  impossible  to  do 
it;  and  dollars  and  cents,  if  accepted  by  themstlvt.'-, 


hei-e  the  matter  would  have  ended:  but  if  Mr.  MiX  afford  no  criterion  at  all.  Tiie  p'icc  paid  to  a  con 
shall  make  100  000  or  159,0OU  dollars  by  the  con-  mon  day-laborer,  to  be  oscerlaiiicd  by  some  rule 
tract,  as  some  say  that  he  will,  we  cannot  avoid  it,  lagreed  upon  and  at  certain  places  appointed,  may 
'I'hiisthe  government  is  bound  to  the  whide  extentjbest  accomplish  the  purjiose.  We  are  incomp..- 
of  a  coniract,  but  individuals  may  release  them- 
iiijlvcs  from  it  in  the  manner  just  stated. 


Now,  i  think  that  su'h  unlair  and  disadvantage- 
ous operations   might  be  generally  preveiite<J,  ir, 


many  ways — such  as 
Vol.  Wn. 


)-\  f"' 


t',  n.  • 


tent,  perhaps,  to  take  an  enlarged  view  ot  t;iis 
subject,  and  time  for  it  is  not  now  allowed — but 
surely,  the  matter  is  of  sulhcitnt  importance  in 
bring  out  the  views  of  owr  poliuca!  ec»nwmiV..i  .*«:• 
•  •■c.';t'!('  purposes. 
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TiiEASiT.T  ESTIMATES.  ThcXalional  IiUflli.^en- 
cer"  cf  Monday  hist,  contains  a  docvirneul  that  ac 
compaiiied  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means— (which  report  and  nil  t'ne  jr.ipers  an- 
nex^il  to  it  were  regL'.ertd  inoie  than  a  nioiUh  af^o), 
slie  wing- the  annuiil  amouidofihe  <,',?;//H(;^<;(/ receipts 
into  tiie  treasury  and  the  aciiial  amounts  thereof, 
from  the  year  1802  to  18'Jl,  inclusive  of  both— see 
present  voliin.e,  pAije  1(;S.  To  this  paper  the  edi- 
tors have  preiixed  some  very  "grave  and  reverend" 
remarks  about  the  vciljie  of  figures,  with  cautions  to 
pcrsoi.a  «-deceivcd  by  misrepresentatif)ns"  and 
"insinnations,"  as  to  the  merit  of  Mr.  secretary 
Cra-.vfoid,  compared  v.iththat  of  his  predecessors 
in  the  '.reasiiry  department. 

The  fact  may  nut  liavc  occurred  to  the  editors  of 
the    "I;  te'digenccr,"   but  tliere   is  no   manner  of 
doubt  ti;ut  c--rtaiii  articles  written  by  me,  and  pub 
lished  in  ti.e   lii;f;isTi;n  in   l)i.cembtr  and  Junuary 
last,  caused  the  protluction  of  this  explanatory  or 
vindici-.tcry   siatenient:    tiius    circuma'-anced,   and 
al\va)s  dispc  sed  to  n;eet  my  own  resjionsibilities, 
I  huve  taken  the  malter  to  myself— and,  with  a 
spirit   disposed  to  recei^^e    inslniction,   and   even 
rtproof,  (if  rip^htfully  sul)ject  lo  it),  coiisidert-dlhe 
thii-gs  set  funh  by  my  friends  of  tlie  "IiUeiliyen- 
cer"' — who,  I  think,  have  themselves  as  much  mis- 
■understood  the  remarks  upon  the  subject,  as  they 
sv.pi)()se  tl.nt  others  have  imsunderstood,  or,  to  u  e 
th    'W   r  !.-.,  "m  s  !.  j;r£  s  lite  ."  ihefacls— ■    g  idi   .; 
myself  (because  such  i  really  was),  as  the  oii.^-i 
of  this  l-Hisincss.      '  he  tr'.ith  is,  that  they  have  in- 
cautiously fallen  into  the  common  pit,  having  ne 
g'lected  to  distinguish  between  men  and  things; 
thoug)  principia  mm  homines,  the  well  chosen  and 
favorite  sentirneiil  of  ihe  president  of  the  United 
States,  is  always  before  their  eyes.     Here  is  the 
grand  mistake,  vvhich  Isas  been  producti' e  of  more 
serious  injury  to  tins  republic  tlian  any  other  that 
the  people  have  committed:  in  their  attachments  to 
individuals  they  too  often  losesigii:  ot  the  proprie- 
ty of  thiiir  proceedings,  if  the  latter  do  not  hap 
pen  to  piirtake  of  some  notoriously  infamous  or 
unwise  distinction — and,  on  the  oilier  hand,  we  are 
seemingly  ready  to  ask,   (if  the  question  may  be 
allowed),  "v?hat  good  can  come  out  of  Nazareiii?" 
—  as  if  the  adventitious  circurnstance  of  being  born 
in  "Nazareth"  should  afiect  the  qualities  or  right- 
I'uHy  lessen  the  reputation  of  a  man. 

The  iirst  of  the  series  of  essajs  that  attracted 
attention  and  led  to  this  exhibit  by  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  was  published  in  this  paper  on 
tlieSSth  December,  1821— see  vol  21,  p.  258:  and 
at  the  very  out-si  t  (  said— "Nothing  is  stated  in  op- 
''position  to  Mr.  Crawford,  unless  by  a  difference  of 
'•opinion  as  to  the  future.  I  have  simply  opposed 
•nvhat  he  said  one  year  to  svliat  he  saitl  in  otiicr 
"years;  nor  is  there  in  this  the  least  spark  of  per- 

•'sonal  opposition its  object  is  onlt  to  suew 

*'the   th'- I  rablexkss    of  the  systkm  cf  iiktf.nue 

"which  is   HELIKD  Q',    SO  PUOHCCTrVE  OF   miStUT   TO 
•  nnra  f.)  GilYE'lNMKNT  AND  I'EOPLK  B7   IT^  TLfCTUA- 

"Tr  )RS,  RbCArsR  IT  d:;peni;s  on  thk  caujBs  oh  dts 

«'rilESSk.S   OF   ri>:lElUM     NATIONS,    Oil    TH(.    AVHIMS     AND 

*'CArii;cts  OF  TH  III  nuLEBs  --■(for  on  thk  peoplk  of 
"tke  Unit:  1)  State-.:"  and  it  was  on  this'priiinple, 
and  this  o!dy,t!iut  the  comparisons  were  m.  de  ar.d 
pveserted  to  the  public.  1  had  not  any  tliing  to 
do  with  Mv  Ci  nvford,  personally,  or  with  the  pre 
sidv  r  t,  individually,  thou;;n  li.c  annuui  reports  o( 
the  former  -nd  mes.Sjges  of  tlie  latter  came  under 
review — tt-ey  were  treated  with  a  d.ue  regard 
to  their  t  .'r-nts  and  churact'^r;  yet  their  rr.;pec 
tive  antlcipatioirs  were  freely  compared  witu  the 


resiilts,  to  shew  the  "miserableness"  of  the  present 
"revenue  s)  stem,"  which  I  verily  believe  is  incom- 
patiole  with  a  liberal  and  enlightened  administr.i- 
tioi.  of  the  people's  affairs,  bi/  reason  of  its  uncer- 
tainty.    Up  last  year — down  th:s;  so  much  money 
at  one  tio.e  that  we  were  completely  at  a  loss  to 
knov/  what  to  do  with  it— and,  a  year  or  two  after- 
wards,  begging  or  borrowing  to  pay  cuiTent  ex- 
penses!    At  this  moment  ready,  like  the   English 
glutton,  to  puy  a  guinen  for  an  ortolan,  a  bird  that 
h:is  not  three  moutiifuls  of  meat  in  it,  and  an  hour 
:d'terwards  in  aijsuiute  want  of  the  commonest  ne- 
cessaries.    Tiiere  is  an  old  saying — "you  mu«t  cut 
your  coat  according  to  your  cloth" — but,  in  our  po- 
ll! ical  tayloring,   we  cut  and  slash  away  without 
knoiving  whether  the  clotli  maj'  not  be  wasted,  or 
whether  we  shall  have  enough  of  it:  and  so  some- 
times the  national  coat  has  been  much  too  b;g  to  be 
comfortable,  and  at  otiiers  it  has  wanted  a  sleeve 
or  a  skirt,  to  keep  out  the  cold  or  hide  our  naked- 
ness.    The  political  arithmetic  of  the  svstem  is  no 
better  understood  than  the  question,— "if  fifty  rails 
make  a  cart  load,  ho»v  many  will  it  take  to  make  a 
great    pile?" 

It  is  not  my  present  purpose  to  enlarge  on  the 
subject.  Vlr.  Crawford's  calculations  are  not  more 
mac  urate  thantiiose  of  ids  predecessor.^?.  VVc  do 
not  know  th;U  it  was  ever  attempted  to  shew  that 
they  were:  but  it  was  demonstrated  t!iat  such  cal- 
culations were  fallacious,  and,  of  course,  iniurious 
'otiie  puiilic  interest:  that  they  lieldout,  as  proba- 
ble resuhs  fV.r  h-gislative  proceedings.amouiits  that 
had  varied  from  the  real  product  as  much  as  seven.- 
ly-ihrce  per  cent,  in  one  year! 

IVhy  the  committee  of  ways  ar.'.  means  furnished 
tile  statement  alluded  to,  1  cannot  tell.  It  could 
n(.-t  operaie  in  favor  of  the  present  .system,  to  shew- 
that  caleuljtions  upon  it  had  alvjays  been  wild  and 
visionary — that  no  man  could  depend  upon  them. 
.\nd  how  was  it,  that,  with  this  positive  proof 
of  the  worthlessness  of  such  calculatipns  before 
them,  the  committee  ventured  on  an  estimate  of 
revenue  for  1822.'  Did  they  expect  to  accomplish 
ihat  which  they  were  endeavoring  to  shew  it  was 
impossible  for  any  one  to  do? 


The  vicf.  presidest.     Mr.  Tompkins  has  lonj 
been  held  up  before  the  nation  as  a  pui)l!C  defaulter, 
and,  though  the  second  officer  of  the  government, 
he  svas  so  conditioned  (by  the  wliol.so'Tie  provi- 
sioiis  introduced  into  the  appropriation  laws)  that 
he  could  not  have  drawn   his  salary — for  he  stood 
charged  on  the  books  as  owing  money  to  the  Unit- 
ed States.     We  propose  to  end.^avor  to  make  ouri 
■iehes  acquainted  with  the  manner  of  keep.ng  thej 
public  accounts  at  Washington,  a  -d  ascertain,  wbvl 
it  is  necessary  for  congress  to   pass  special  laws^ 
providing  that  tlie  affairs  of  in  hviduals  shall  be 
settled  "according  to  tke  eijnity  and  justice"  of  themjjl 
because  we  think  that  all  accounts  should  be  so 
settled,  any  rule  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notA'ith^l 
standing.    But,  to  relieve  himself  of  this  pretended 
debt  and  ascertain  the  rights  of  the  case,  \fr.  Tomp-^ 
kins  solicited  a  prosecution  against  himself,  the' 
United  States  not  being  subject  to  an  action  of  the 
sort.      !  he  trial  came  on  before  the  U    S.  district 
court,  hv  Id  last  week  at  New  York.  Many  witnesssS 
were  examined,  and  the  facts  patiently  investigate 
ed,  by  eminent  counsel,  before  a  highly  respectaJ 
ble  jiir}'.     At  the  very  threshold  of  the  business,  it 
secins  to  have  been  evident  that  nothing  was  du^ 
to  the  United  State.s.  and  the  claim  was  given  upl 
"le  effort  of  the  U.  S.  attorney  then,  faithful  to  hi 
cause,  was  to  keep  down  I'iie  amount  which  Aid 
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Tompkins  endeavored  to  slicw  as  being'  due  to  hinri; 
and  it  appears  that  he  succeeded  to  a  very  consider- 
able extent,  for  the  amount  finally  certified  to  was 
much  less  than  Mr.  T.  thought  that  it  should  have 
been.     On  the  6th  inst.  the  arguments  beinp  con- 
cluded, "Judge  Van  Njss  (says  the  New-Yori',  Gh- 
zettf)  deliv'crcd  a  short  but  uripressive  charge  to 
the  jury,  in  whiiJi  he  comnientcd  upon  tlie  fact  cif 
the  vice  president  having  been  held  up  to  the  worlu 
as  a  public  defaulter;  which,  said  he,  is  not  consi 
dered  as  a  common  deblor,  but  implies  a  want  of 
moral  rectitude.     lie  then  a;tverted  m  the  circum- 
stance of  hisiiaviiig  been  acquainted  with  the  de 
fendant  in  ihe  morning-  of  Ir.s  days,  when  all  was 
sunshine,   but  lie  now  knew  him  in  the  evenins;  of 
that  lile,  when  iiis  circa  Tstances  had  materially 
changed.     He  then  proceeded  to  instruct  the  jury 
on  several  poinisuithe  case,  and  concluded  by  ob- 
serving, that  if  tiiev  should  decide  on  a  verdict  in 
favor  of  the  vice  pr  sident,  it  should  be  a  general 
verdict;  that  is,  if  it  aj)[)eared  to  Ihem  that  he  (ttie 
vice  president)  had  produced  evidence  of  claims 
ef|ual  to  the  balance  alleged  to  be  due  by  him  to 
the  United  States,  their  verdict,  should  be  to  that 
ertect.     He  at  tlie  saiTie  time  observed,  that,  if  the 
jury  were  of  opinion  tliat  government  was  indebt- 
ed to  him  in  a  large  amount,  they  might,  as  indi. 
viduals,  sign  a  certificate  to  that  eifect,  which  would 
not,  however,  be  recorded,  but  might,  at  some  fu- 
ture day,  be  of  service  to  the  vice  president. 

"The  jury  came  into  court  at  a  quarter  past  five 
o'cloc!:,  and  rendered  a  ^^eneral  vertlict  in  favor  of 
the  defendant,  'fhey  at  the  same  time  gave  a  cer- 
tificate for  a  balance,  wliich  they  considered  as 
iustl}'  due  from  t  -e  government  to  tlie  vice  presi- 
dent, of  5136,799  07." 

V.'e  have  only  to  add  just  now,  that  this  verdict 
has  given  more  general  satisfaction  than  any  other 
that  we  recollect  to  have  heard  of,  for  a  number 
of  years.  The  people  know  that  Mr.  T.  entered 
into  the  services  of  the  late  war  a  rich  man.  and 
that  it  left  h-m  a  poor  one — that  his  private  means 
were  used,  without  tlie  least  hesitation,  when  the 
public  treRsury  was  empty;  and  every  body  be- 
lieves that  he  would  iiave  sacrificed  his  ibrtune  anil 
his  life  to  the  sujjport  of  his  country.  With  this 
feeling  and  situated  as  he  is — the  people  are  glad 
•  that  a  prospect  is  afFordeil  of  settling  his  accounts 
"according  to  equity  und  Jiislice." 


(j^Siiice  t!ie  preceding  was  prepared,  we  notice 
the  tollowing  article  in  the  "National  Advocate"  of 
the  11th  inst, 

"In  the  statements  that  have  appeared  in  differ- 
ent pajiers,  of  the  proceodings  that  took  place  on 
this  trial,  [that  above  alluded  to]  there  are  some 
inaccuracies,  as  already  stated,  which  it  may  be 
well  to  correct.  ^Vhat  fell  from  the  judge  in  rela- 
tion to  tlie  certificate,  which  was  asked  from  the 
jury  by  the  defendant  and  his  counsel,  we  are  au 
thorized  to  say  has  been  misappreliended.  His  di- 
rection to  tiie  jury  was",  that  if,  on  a  full  investiga- 
tion of  ihc  accounts,  they  should  be  satisfied  that 
the  credits  claimed  and  proved  by  the  defendant 
were  equal  to,  or  greater  in  the  aggregate,  than 
the  sum  demanded  by  the  United  States  in  this  suit, 
then  they  should  find  a  general  verdict  for  the  de- 
fendant. That  such  a  verdict  was  all  that  could  be 
officially  received  or  recorded.  That  any  ceitifi- 
caie  they  might  .afterwards  think  it  just  and  |)ro- 
per  to  give  to  the  defendant,  they  could  only  give 
as  individuals,  and  it  could  Rrm  no  part  of  the  re- 
cord or  the  legal  proceeding  in  the  catrse." 


Du.  Frasklin.  No  man  that  ever  lived  had  a 
more  happy  manner  of  expressing  Lis  opinions 
than  this  illustrious  American,  and  "ornament  of 
human  nature,"  as  Mr.  J-Jferson  has  said  that  he 
was,  "even  at  t!ie  age  of  80."  His  story  about  the 
I'renchman  and  his  red-hot  poker,  whicii  an  Kng- 
lishman  refused  .  nher  to  have  run  iuto  Ids  bodv 
or  to  pay  for  tit  hf  ating  of,  is  almost  universa'ly 
known,  as  apjdicaide  to  ttie  contest  of  Great  Pm  itain 
with  her  then  colonics,  the  pr^&^nt  United  Stiter; 
j  Oi:  another  occasion,  on  the  .lUthoi.ty  of  presid^'it 
A  iams,  he  re  lated  the  follouing  fable,  as  applica- 
ble to  the  same  matter  at  issue — 

"An  eagle  sailing  round  a  farmer's  barn,  spied 
in  the  yard  a /tare,  and  darting  down  upon  iiim, 
seized  in  him  in  his  claws,  and  mounted  with  him 
high  in  the  air.  But  he  soon  found  that  tlie  animal 
had  grasped  his  body  with  her  t(-re  paws,  to  the 
great  interruption  of  his  v*ing«,  and  had  gras'-;ed 
his  legs  with  her  hind  piiws,  so  tliat  he  could  with 
difficulty  preserve  his  bahmce  in  ihe  air:  and  what 
was  worse,  she  had  seized  his  throat  u  ith  ht-r  jaws; 
ami  above  all,  he  found,  to  his  sorrow,  that  he  had 
mistaken  a  cat  for  a  hare!  The  eagle  s  .ys  to  the 
cat,  let  gfi  your  hold  and  1  will  release  you.  Oh! 
no,  said  the  cat,  you  brought  me  up  here  against 
my  will,  and  I  have  no  notion  of  fulling  from  this 
height,  to  dash  myself  to  pieces.  You  must  stool) 
and  set  me  down." 

(Cf'Jt  is  impossible  to  reflect  upon  the  men  and 
things  of  the  American  revolution,  without  being 
ready  to  apprehend  that  certain  individuals  were 
seemingly  raised  up  to  fill  certain  parts  in  the  pro- 
ceedii:gs  to  be  had  for  establishing  the  republic: — 
such  as  IVnshington  for  his  cold,  calculating  discre- 
tion and  patient  courage;  Franklin,  for  his  wonderful 
mind  and  profound  kuowl  .dge  of  things;  S  JldumSf 
for  his  zeal  and  skill  in  managing  men;  J,  Adums, 
for  his  energy;  Jf'arrgn,  for  his  amiable  devotion; 
IlancrjikJ'or  his  firmness;  J-JTersony  for  the  beautiful 
simplicity  of  his  principles  and  talents;  Greene,  {'or 
his  resources  in  times  of  dilficully;  Piunum,  for 
his  blui.t  honesty;  Gates,  for  his  perseverance  and 
sincerity;  fVnyne,  for  his  impetuosity;  Read,  for  his 
incorruptibility;  Ckailes  Thijmpi!on,'{nv  his  fidelity; 
Henry,  for  his  eloquence;  Marion,  for  his  enter- 
prizi';  J.tonis,  for  his  skill  in  "ways  and  means;" 
Bickinson,  for  his  moderation; — and  so  on  through 
a  list  of  heroes  and  Sages,  whose  names  are  as  last- 
ing as  the  history  of  tlieir  country,  and  recorded  in 
the  heartsof  their  countrymen;  among  whom  is  that 


of  C/iase,  who  first  declared  independence  in  con- 
gress, and  "swore  by  tiie  Almighty  that  he  owed  no 
allegiance  to  the  king  of  G.  Bntain,"  All  these,  and 
inany  oUier  characters  were  necessary  to  fill  up  the 
various  branches  of  business  belonging  to  the  state 
oi  the  times,  and  that  they  accompiisiied  the  work 
gloriously,  is  the  pride  and  boast  of  millions  ot' 
freemen.  No  .age  presented  a  more  splendid  con- 
stellation of  talents — none  was  ever  more  conspi- 
cuous for  int'-giity.  With  aa  abundan>ie  of  the 
means  of  corruption  at  hand,  which  the  enemy  was 
disposed  to  use  most  freely,  one,  only  one,  pVomi- 
nent  person  was  purchased;  and  no  one,  having  em- 
barked in  the  revolution,  ever  drew  back. 

RnACKBUiDor.  halt,.  We  have  slightly  mentioned 
this  work  of  Mr.  Washington  Irving,  regretting  that 
its  price  prevented  the  exten'iive  circulation  which, 
we  presumed,  its  uierits  and  the  reputation  of  the 
author,  would  otherwise  have  given  to  it.  Not  yet 
h.iving  seen  it,  except  on  a  bookseller's  counter,  we 
notice  the  following  extract  from  it,  as  given  in  an 
I  eastern  paper: 
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•'Brought  up,"  says  Mr  Irving,  "as  I  have  been, 
in  republican  habits  and  principles,  I  can  teel  no- 
thing of  the  servile  reverence  for  titled  rauk,  merely 
because  it  is  tilled.  But,  I  trust,  I  am  neither  churl 
nor  bigot  in  my  creed.  I  do  see  and  feel  how  hehe- 
liiTAHr  DisTiscTios,  '.vhcn  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  a 
ger.L-ious  mind,  may  elevate  that  mind  into  true  no- 
bility. It  is  one  of  the  effects  of  hereditarv  rank, 
wtifn  it  falls  thus  happily,  that  it  multiplies  the 
duties,  and,  as  it  were,  extends  the  existence  of  tiie 
possessor.  He  does  not  think  himself  a  mere  indi- 
v.l.ul  link  in  creation,  responsible  only  for  his  own 
brief  term  of  existence.  He  carries  back  his  exis- 
tence ill  proud  recollection,  and  he  extends  it  forward 
in  honorable  anticipation.  He  lives  with  his  ances- 
try, and  he  lives  wiih  his  posterity." 

Now,  vc-rily,  to  use  a  common  phrase,  this  seems 
like  "going  llie  whole,"  and,  perhaps,  is  as  able  a 
defence  of  hereditary  distinctions  as  ever  was  made 
in  the  same  number  of  words— it  grants  every  thing 
that  can  be  seriouslx  claimed  in  behalf  of  privileged 
orders  and  separated  ranks  among  the  people.  It 
is  notorious  that  this  body  of  men,  the  nobility,  so 
c  .lied,  of  t-very  country,  are  ahvays  the  least  viitu 
ous  and  least  useful  of  any;  and  there  are  many 
good  and  sufficient  reasons  why  this  should  be  the 
case — especially,  because  they  are  further  remov- 
ed from  public  opinion  than  other  men,  and  have 
the  less  necessity  to  practice  or  pursue  any  thing 
beneficial  to  mankind.  And  what,  indeed,  is  the 
real  history  of  the  greater  part  of  the  'noble'  fami- 
lies of  England — what  were  the  true  causes  of  their 
separation  from  the  common  mass  of  the  people? — 
"deeds  without  a  name,"  acts  that  dare  not  meet 
tiie  light— many  of  them  elevated  by  the  direction 
of  such  ministers  as  Walpule  and  Castlereagh,  for 
prostitutions  of  principle  and  an  abandonment  of  all 
that  is  esteemed  honorable  amongst  high-minded 
men.  How  small  would  these  appear  if  placed  by 
the  Side  of  a  IVashingtim,  and  what  would  be  their 
seeming  mj/i^  if  compared  with  that  of  a  Franklin? 
'I'hev,  tliemselves,  irresistably  influenced  by  the 
maii'sty  of  hum-an  nature,  would  cast  down  their 
liciiiius  honors  at  the  feet  of  virtue  and  talents, 
and  humbly  acknowledge  the  superior  rank  of  na- 
tutv's  noblemen.  A  good  name  is  highly  valuable 
— it  often  stands  in  lieu  of  a  patrimony  and  answers 
the  most  interesting  purposes  of  one: — we  hard 
ly  supprise  that  Mr.  Irving  himself  would  give  up 
his,  of  "Washington,"  to  receive  even  that  of  fVel 
liitgtoii;  but  it  is  well,  indeed,  that  good  characters 
Cannot  be  monopolized  like  titles.  The  "most  no- 
ble" lords  are  oftentimes  the  most  ignoble  men. 

InELAXi).  If  the  accounts  received  from  this 
country  are  not  much  exaggerated,  we  have  rarely 
heard  of  so  great  a  famine  as  appears  to  prevail. 
D'°aihs  for  want  of  food  are  frequently  reported 
in  the  newspapers,  and  three  fourths  of  the  popu- 
lation of  certain  counties  are  stated  to  be  in  actual 
suffering  for  the  meanest  articles  of  subsistence!  In 
ctinseqiience,  so  ne  warm  hearted  person  has  pro- 
posed in  one  of  our  city  papers,  to  raise  funds  to 
p'.irchase  provisions  in  the  United  States,  to  relieve 
the  wants  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  The  motive 
must  be  esteemed — but  the  writer  should  recol 
lect  that  foreign  ivheat  is  cheaper  in  England  than 
it  is  in  the  United  States  —that  it  has  been  brought 
from  Liverpool  to  New- York,  and  there  sold  at  a 
pr.ifit  All  that  we  could  do  (and  surely  I  myself 
would  do  double  my  own  pnrt,  if  1  tliought  it  would 
fes  lit  in  any  practical  good")  would  he  as  a  drop  in 
the  bucket— but  won  I  I  Kog'land  allow  foreig" 
grain  to  be  eaten  by  the  pvopie  of  Ireland,  to  keep 


them  from  starving,  if  given  in  charity?  J  appre 
bend  that  she  would  not.  Her  agriculturists  are 
tenanting  the  jails,  on  account  of  the  low  prices  of 
provisions,  though  British  wheat  sells  at  25  or  3'J 
per  cent,  more  than  foreign  wheat,  of  as  good 
quality,  may  be  imported  at— and  nearly  700,00^ 
quarters  of  the  latter,  or  say  5,600,000  bushels 
were  on  hand;  not  one  grain  of  which  could 
be  sold  for  home  consumption,  even  though  offer- 
ed for  the  relief  of  the  poor  at  a  penny  per  bush- 
el! Such  are  the  British  laws,  that  a  gentleman 
in  the  United  States  cannot  make  a  present  to  a 
friend  in  England  of  a  barrel  of  superior  fJour, 
unless  it  is  smuggled!  The  conduct  of  ILngland  as 
to  Ireland,  is  according  to  the  plan  once  projected 
in  the  former,  to  prevent  the  people  of  the  latter 
from  catching  herrings  i7i  their  own  bays,  because  it 
injured  the  British  trade  in  that  article!  I  do  not 
know  how  the  law  stands — hut  the  probability  is, 
that  a  cargo  of  flour  sent  from  the  United  States, 
to  be  given  without  price  to  the  people  of  Ireland^ 
would  not  be  admitted  to  an  entry,  but  have  to  be 
bonded  for  "exportation."  Such  would  be  the 
case  in  England,  at  this  time. 


Russia.  A  new  tariff  is  published — sugar,  in 
(oaves  and  cruslied,  cotions  and  mixed  cotton 
stuffs,  nankeens,  silk  stufTs  printed,  and  linen  of 
all  sorts,  are  prohibited.  The  duties  on  woollens,, 
such  as  cloths  and  cassimeres,  are  raised  one  fifth — 
except  those  d)  ed  green  or  black,  or  white,  w  hich 
are  prohibited.  Worsteds  are  raised  one  fourth, 
and  flannels  advanced  from  20  to  50,  for  duty. — 
Mixed  silk  stuffs  and  toilinets,  &c,  are  doubled. — 
The  emperor  seems  to  have  been  possessed  of  the 
noiion  that  some  regulations  for  the  protection  of 
the  industry  of  his  own  people,  might  not  be  im- 
proper— seeing  that  other  nations  practice  the  poli- 
cy and  have  caused  it  to  act  against  the  prosperity 
of  his  empire. 

Ttie  probable  design  of  Alexander  to  possess 
himselfof  Turkey,  and  by  that  possession  to  acquire 
the  means  of  creating  a  naval  power,  second  only 
(if  it  should  not  be  nllimateiy  superior),  to  that  of 
Great  Hiitain,  has  brought  down  upon  him  the  in- 
dig'iiation  of  many  of  the  /o'/a/and  legitimate  editors 
— for  which,  no  doubt,  he  is  sorry — very  sorry,  in- 
deed! When  he  takes  Turkey,  as  he  will  surely  do, 
if  not  now,  before  long,  unless  he  is  assassinated 
((C/"^*  his  father  was— whose  death  was  predicted 
in  London),  or  otherwise  speedily  disappears  from 
the  stage — when  he  raises  up  a  naval  power  that 
will  a  least  command  the  Mediterranean,  as  he  very 
easily  can  do — when  he  looks  to  Egypt  and  casts 
his  eye  over  the  British  possessions  in  India,  which 
he  regards  as  Napoleon  Bonajiarte  regarded  them 
then  will  til.'  friends  of  legitimacy  in  the  Unit- 
ed S'ates  and  in  Europe,  be  ready  to  agree  with 
what  I  have  said  many  times — that  ^Yapo/eon,  .'i/ex- 
ander  and  the  government  of  (ieorge,  were  influenc- 
ed by  the  same  principle  of  domination  and  lust  of 
authority.  They  will  also  be  ready  to  say,  that,  as 
the  unjust  opposition  of  Great  Britain  to  the  revo- 
lution in  France  raised  up  Bonap^irte,  so  the  neces- 
sity to  allay  or  cast  out  one  devil  that  had  crossed 
tlieir  own  unhallowed  path,  has  created  another 
that  may  devour  them.  When  the  contest  takes 
place,  we  shall  regard  it  with  perfect  indifference,, 
except  with  a  wish  that  these  powers,  like  the  Kil- 
kenny cats,  may  destroy  each  otherto  their  very 
"tails." 

Monet.     The  Nc.v-Yo  k  canal  loan  of  600,00*- 
dollars  h.is  b'^en  taken  bv  the  Mechanics  and  Far- 
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mers  hank  of  Albany,  at  a  pretniiim  of  one  and  a 
quarter  per  cent,  for  six  per  cent,  stock. 

It  would  seem,  from  wliat  is  noted  in  the  Boston 
papers,  that  there  has  been  an  uncommon  pressure 
for  money  in  that  city,  which  had  causeil  numerous 
failures,  some  of  them  very  unexpected  and  for 
farg-e  amounis. 

The  prospect  about  money-matters  is  thus  set 
forth  in  a  letter  Irom  London,  dated  April  29,  which 
states  that  the  Hritish  chancellor  of  the  excliequer 
has  intimated  to  parliament  an  intention  immedi 
atejy  to  propose  a  bill  to  enable  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land to  issue  one  pound  notes,  and  to  return  to  the  pa- 
^iT  system.  "The  consequence,"  says  the  writer, 
"must  tie  an  immediate  rise  in  the  prices  of  every 
tbiiip;'  hero.  Iron,  copper,  and  all  the  rough  mate- 
rials of  the  articles  made  in  this  neighborhood,  will 
slan  first;  provisions  next;  labor,  which  has  been 
▼ery  much  reduced,  will  follow;  and  you  will  find 
that,  henceforward,  we  shall  be  buying  on  a  rising, 
instead  of  a  falling  market.  The  prices  of  cotton. 
Tobacco,  and  other  articles,  will  also  rise,  and  this 
will  bring  down  exchange  in  America,  assisted  by 
the  return  of  the  gold  which  has  been  accumulat- 
ing in  this  country  for  three  years,  which  will  be 
driven  out  again  by  the  paper  money,  and  will  re- 
turn toother  countries,  to  increase  the  quantity  of 
the  circulating  medium  and  raise  prices  there  also. 
A  se:ison  of  speculation  and  apparent  pros;)erity  is 
about  to  revisit  iis;  trade  will  grow  very  brisk  again; 
the  credit  system  will  revive;  banks  and  bankers, 
botli  Iicre  and  in  the  United  States,  will  lend  money 
freely;  business  paper,  will  wonderfully  increase 
in  quantity,  and,  being  easily  discountable,  will 
ofluse  a  monstrous  addition  to  the  circulating  me- 
dium, and,  as  I  said  before,  will  raise  the  price  of 
every  thing," 

iLLixors.  Many  persons  have  doubted  the  pos- 
sibility of  raising  cotton,  as  a  crop,  in  the  state  of 
Illinois,  though  cases  of  the  sort  have  happened. 
A  correspondent,  who  resides  in  St.  Clair  county  in 
that  state,  and  who  informs  tliat  he  is  a  "Carolinian," 
well  acquainted  witli  the  culture  of  cotton,  says 
that,  at  (yherry  Grove,  18  miles  east  of  St.  Louis, 
one  of  his  neighbors  ploughed  up  a  part  of  the 
prairie,  harrowed  and  planted  it  with  cotton,  which 
3'ieMed  1500  lbs  to  the  acre,  in  the  seed  — equal  to 
o75  lbs.  clean — the  ensuing  season  he  sowed  the 
saiTie  land  with  oats,  and  harrtuved  them  in — tlie 
product  was  50  bushels  to  the  acre;  only  one 
ploughing  having  been  had  to  raise  the  two  crops. 

He  adds,  that  another  of  his  neighbors  raised 
1,100  lbs.  of  cotton  in  the  seed  to  the  acre — that 
sheep  do  well  in  that  country,  and  that  hemp  will 
grow  abundantly. 

'  Connecticut.  The  project  of  districting  this 
state,  for  the  choice  of  representatives  in  congress, 
failed  at  the  late  session— for  it  90,  against  95.  We 
have  always  contended  that  the  practice  ought  to 
be  uniform,  regulated  by  a  provision  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  rjhii  the  various 
efforts  to  amend  that  instrument,  ip  this  respect, 
have  been  set  aside,  we  never  could  understand. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  the  choice  of  representatives 
and  electors  of  president  should  be  made  in  dis- 
tricts, each  electing  one  person  only  — but,  whether 
this  is  the  best  plan  that  can  be  adopted  or  not,  it 
must,  nevertheless,  be  agreed,  that  one  practice 
should  obtain  throughout  the  L^nitcd  States,  to 
prevent  certain  disgraceful  jugglings;  si;ch  as  we 
have  se^n  in  party  contests  for  power. 


Captaijj  Hull — the  conqueror  of  liie  Guerrit-re, 
in  consequence  of  certain  matters  that  have  been 
stated,  in  relation  to  some  late  trials  at  ISoston,  has 
requested  a  court  of  inquiry  into  his  own  conduct 
— which  the  secretary  of  the  navy  has  declined  to 
institute,  as  being  "entirely  unnecessary." 

T.VTEUSAL  i?upnovEJfBNTS.  The  National  Intelli- 
gencer has  published  the  letter  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, submitting  his  views  on  the  subject  of  in- 
ternal improvements — which  we  shall  cojjy  as  soon 
as  we  are  able. 


Bonnets.  A  large  establishment  for  the  manu. 
facture  of  bonnets,  in  imitation  of  the  Leghorn,  is 
about  to  be  founded  at  Wetliersfielfl,  Connecticut, 
under  the  superintendence  of  Mrs.  Sophia  Well.=, 
famous  for  her  skill  in  works  of  this  sort. 


Law  case.  Air.  .Justice  Jolmson,  at  a  late  cir- 
cuit court  holden  at  Charleston,  in  the  case  of  the 
United  States  vs.  Kelly,  has  decided,  in  opposition 
to  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  a  recent  case  by  Mr. 
Justice  Story,  that  when  the  collector,  as  the  agent 
of  the  United  States,  has  taken  bonds  for  the  pay- 
ment  of  duties  on  goods  imported,  with  security 
which  he  deems  sufficient,  the  consignee,  if  not  a 
party  to  the  bond,  is  discliarged  from  all  further 
liability. 

HoLtAND.  The  following  article,  dated  "Depart; 
ment  of  stale,  7th  of  June.  1822,"  has  been  publish- 
ed in  the  National  Intelligencer: 

"Authentic  intelligence  has  been  received  at  this 
department,  that  the  king  of  Holland,  by  a  decree 
of  the  20th  March  last,  has  ordered  that  the  charge 
for  pilotage  shall  be  the  same  on  American  and 
Dutch  vessels  within  his  states,  and  that  restitution 
shall  be  made  to  the  parties  of  all  moneys  that  have 
been  paid  on  account  of  the  late  additional  impo.. 
sit  ion. 

"This  notice  is  puhl'shcd  for  the  Information  of 
all  such  as  may  be  interested." 


Tbe  paper  system.  The  Boston  Galaxy,  after 
noticing  the  establishment  of  a  new  bank  at  a  vil- 
lage  in  Massachusetts  and  the  great  amount  of  its 
paper  thrown  into  circulation,  thus  proceeds: 
"The  Franklin  bank  is  located  at  Greenfield,  a 
small  neat  village,  near  the  confluence  of  Deerfield 
and  Connecticut  rivers,  and  considerably  cele- 
brated for  conference  meetings,  intellectual  ladies, 
and  hen-pecked  husbands.  We  ha^■e  not  been  so 
fortunate  as  to  get  a  view  of  one  of  these  bills;  but 
the  following  device  is  respectfully  offered  to  the 
directors  to  be  engraved  for  a  new  emission,  if 
♦hey  have  not  already  adopted  a  similar  one,  viz; 
Let  there  be  a  representation  of  the  inside  of  the 
bank,  the  president  at  his  desk  engaged  in  prayer, 
— the  directors  playing  at  allfours, — the  discauut 
clerk  keepingthc  .game, — the  cashier,  (being  also 
a  member  of  tiie  Temperate  Society)  mixing  a 
pitcher  of  brandy  toddy, — and  the  teller  counting 
out  religious  tracts.— Over  the  whole  group  let 
there  be  a  domestic  hen,  flapping  her  wing«i.  and 
holding  in  her  beak,  a  cock  half-strippeci  of  his 
feathers,  his  spurs  broken  off  and  his  majestic  comb 
dropping  blood.  If  tliere  be  a  vacancy  in  the  back 
ground,  it  may  be  filled  witl)  a  thin,  weazle-taced, 
spindle  shanked  broker,  a  rusty  jack  knife  in  one 
hand,  to  denote  his  profession,  Hopkins'  Body  of 
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DivinitA  in  tlie  other,  as  eniblenuitic  of  his  religion. 
and  t!ie  noose  of  a  bell  rope  round  his  neck,  to  de- 
siijr.atc  how  he  made  bis  money,  and  to  \vi;;\t 
destina'ion  his  love  of  money  will  bring  him  at 
last. — ^('itli  this  emblematic  engraving,  the  whole 
tribe  ot  coimliM  fellers,  past,  present,  and  to  come, 
may  be  set  at  detiancc." 


Ttdians  The  following  is  T)r.  Morse's  estimate 
of  the  number  of  Indi;ins  in  the  United  States: 

In  New  England,  nine  tribes,  2,247  souls.  In  N. 
York,  ten  tribes,  4,840  souls.  In  Pennsylvania, 
thirty  y.-urs  ago,  three  tribes,  1,300  souls,  in  num- 
ber at  this  time  not  known.  In  Ohio,  fifteen  tribes, 
2,047  souls.  In  iJichigan  and  N  W.  territory,  ti;irty 
six  tribes.  27,480  souls.  In  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
14  tribfs,  15,522  souls.  Southern  Indians  east  of 
the  Mi'-sissippi,  tw-nly tribes,  G6,487  souls.  Total 
number  esi'it  of  the  Missiisippi,  20  tribes,  120,283 
souls.  N  iTtli  of  Mssonri  and  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi 1.3  irrseF,  41,350  souls.  Fast  of  the  lto:ky 
Mountaiiis  to  the  Mississippi  and  between  Missouri 
and  lied  river,  or  west  of  tlie  Mississippi  to  the 
Kooky  Mountains,  35  tribes  105,021  souls.  Ue- 
tweei  i{  d  river  and  the  Rio  del  Norte,  42  tribes, 
105.021  souls.  West  of  the  Tiocky  .Mountains,  87 
tribes,  145,600  souls.  Whole  number  west  of  the 
Mis^^issippi,  337,341.  Total  number  in  the  United 
States,  b'-si.les  about  5,000  in  Fhjvi  la,  and  ten 
tribes  (number  not  known)  inhabiting  the  Upper 
Slississippi,  437,642  souls. 


AMERICAN    COLLEGES. 

J^'ames  and  Presidents. 

Yale  college,  rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  L.  L.  D. 
Cambridge  University,  rev.  J.  T.  Kirkland,  D.  D. 
L.  L.  D. 

Brown  University,  rev.  Asa  Mes«er,  T).  D. 
Williams  College,  rev.  Edward  D.  Criflin,  D.  D, 
Dartmouth  College,  rev.  Bennet  Tyler. 
Princeton  College,  rev    Ashbel  Greene,  1).  D. 
Union  College,  rev,  Eliphalet  Nott,  D.  D. 
Hamilton  College,  rev.  Henry  Davis,  I).  D. 
Middlebury  College,  Maine,  rev.  J.  Bates,  D.  D. 
Bowdoin  College.  Maine,  rev.  W.  Alien,!).  D. 
Dickinson  College,  Penn.  rev  J.  M.  Mason,  D.  D. 
Columbia  College.  S.  C.  Thomas  Cooper,  M,  D. 
Columbian  College,  rev.  W.  Staughton,  D    D, 
North  Carolina  University,  rev   J  Caldwell,  D.D. 
Tranbylvania  University,  rev.  H   Holly,  D.D. 
University  of  Georgia,  rev.  Dr.  Waddel. 
University  of  Vermont,  rev.  Daniel  Haskell. 
Waterville  College,  Maine,  rev.  D  BarRcs. 
^Vashington  College,  Penn.  rev.  A.  U'ylic. 
.Tetterson  College,  Penn.  rev.  Mr.  M'Mdlan. 
Alleghany  College,  Penn.  rev.  T.  Alden,  D.  D. 
V'illiam  and  Mary  College,  Va.  Dr  Smith. 
Columbian  College,  N.  Y.  Wm.  Harris,  D.  D. 
Greenville  College,  Tenn.  rev.  Dr.  Coffin. 
Worthington  College,  Ohio,  P.  Chace,  D.  D. 

FOTli;iGN'  NEWS. 

Greet  Britain.  The  "Scotch  Greys"  had  been 
called  out  to  supjiress  certain  disorderly  proceed- 
ings (hat  occurred  in  Monmouthshire — in  the  at- 
tacks made  upon  persons  who  were  thought  to  work 
in  tlie  mines  at  prices  which  v.-ere  considered  too 
low:  and  !;uch  is  the  state  of  tlie  agriculturalists  in 
this  county  that  muny  farmers  have  clandestinely  de- 
serti-d  thf  ir  farms. 

Th?  motion  made  by  Mr.  Canning  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Cailioiic  peers  into  tlic  house  of  Icrds,  has 


prevailed  m  the  house  of  commons  by  a  m:ijority 
of  five  votes — the  extraordinary  number  of  49i 
members  being  present.  It  is  a  "tub  to  a  vvhab"-- 
it  being  perfectly  understood  that  the  other  house 
will  reject  the  measure. 

It  aj^pears  from  a  paper  lately  laid  before  parlia- 
ment, that  "the  amount  of  the  taxes  repealed  since 
the  termination  of  the  war,  after  deducting  the 
amount  of  those  imposed,  is  little  short  of  seventeen 
millions  per  annum."  Vet  the  taxes  are  so  heavy 
that  the  farmers  cannot  live  williout  a  home-mono- 
poly of  the  supply  of  bread  stuffs  and  meats!! 

A  very  fine  Turkish  frigate  of  40  guns,  has  late- 
ly been  fitted  out  at  ^his  mujesty's  dock  at  Deptford.' 
Is  tliis  "wur  in  disguist-.f" 

Oliver,  the  iniainous  British  spy,  lives  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  calling  himself  William  Jones,  and 
holds  a  place  under  government  vvorth  500/.  a  year. 

France.  It  appears  by  a  speech  of  Mr.  Girardin, 
in  the  chamber  of  dejiulies,  tiiat  the  private  corres- 
pou'lence  of  the  jiublic  is  regidarly  violated  in  the 
Frencii  post-office. 

"The  secret  bureau,"  said  Mr.  Girardin,  "is  sup- 
ported  at  great  expense.  At  least  thirty  clerks 
are  employed  in  it — I  can  tell  you  v/ho  pays  them 
the  money  they  receive.  I  can  also  tell  you  that  ;i 
passage  from  the  cabinet  of  the  director  of  the 
posts  leads  into  the  secret  offices.  The  entrance  of 
it  is  shut  by  a  concealed  door.  As  soon  as  this  is 
opened,  we  find  ourselves  in  the  offices  of  persons 
charged  todiscoverthe  keystothedifferent  cyphers 
employed  in  the  correspondence,  or  in  the  work- 
shops of  engravers  occujiied  in  taking  impressions 
on  plates  of  lead  of  the  impressions  of  the  arms  and 
seals  which  are  employed  to  secure  letters.  These 
letters  are  finally  carried  to  a  kind  of  laborator, 
where  tliere  ar'.-  instruments  of  a  very  peculiar  con- 
struction— close  fires  to  melt  the  wax,  and  cauldrons 
of  boiling  water  to  loosen  wafers.  In  short,  all  is 
mystery  in  this  subterraneous  asylum,  and  the  men 
employed  to  discover  the  secrets  of  every  body, 
are  themselves  secret  to  the  world." 

After  some  further  observations,  he  observed, 
that,  if  this  oflice  v.'as  not  given  up,  he  would  take 
another  opportunity  to  state  things  which  prudence 
at  present  induced  him  to  withhold. 

Rusiia,  Several  great  mercantile  houses  have 
failed  at  Petersburg,  Moscow,  &c.  some  of  them 
for  more  than  two  millions  of  roubles. 

liio  de  la  Plata.  The  United  Provinces  furnish- 
ed 4562  men  to  co-operate  in  the  establishment  of 
the  independence  of  Peru.  The  difierent  corps 
are  named,  and  the  particular  number  of  the  offi- 
cers given.  The  latter  were  3  colonels,  8  lieut. 
colonels  and  11  majors — six  chaplains  and  two  sur- 
geons, ?iC. 

Mexico.  The  following  was  put  down  by  a  French 
traveller,  as  the  value  of  the  products  brought  to 
Vera  Cru2  during  the  year  1804: 

Worth  in  dollars. 
In  bars  of  gold  and  silver  17,000,000 

Cochineal  2,400,000 

Sugar  1,300,000 

Flour  of  maize  3,000,000 

Indigo  250,000 

Salt  provisions  100,000 

Tanned  leathers  400,000 

Sarsaparilla  100,000 

Jalap  75,000 

Soap  and  pimento  500,000 


Total  about 


S25,000,pW 
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O'Cotmor's  Irish  Chronicles. 

rflOjM  T1!E   LOJiDON    MONTULT  JIACAZSNE. 

F/u-Iy  in  April  will  be  presented  to  the  public,  tlu- 
loii;"'  expected  t  huomclj-s  of  Ekin,  comaienciiij, 
from  the  earliest  point  of  marked  time, — and  cur- 
ried back  traditioiialiy  by  Kolus,  prince  of  the 
Gutl  oi'Sci(;t,  oi  Ib-er,  who  ruled  in  Gael-ag  four- 
teen Imndied  )ears  before  Cluist,  ihroiit^ii  a  pe- 
riod of  several  thousand  \  ears.  I'hcy  still  exist 
ill  ancient  parcliment  rolls,  in  the  Phanician  or 
Giiilic  language,  having  been  fur  many  centuries  in 
possession  of  the  O'Cannor  fauii!)';  and  several  of 
them  have  been  deposited  at  the  ottice  of  this  \Ja- 
giizine,  for  the  inspecliun  of  the  learned  and  cu 
I'ioMS.  The  present  translation  has  been  the  laljor 
of  thirty  j'eavs,  by  the  head  ot  tiic  O'Connor  fairaly, 
who  lias  iirelixed  a  copious  dissertation  of  the  en- 
tire subject.  Tliese  Ciironicles  correct  the  pre 
valent  eri'ors  respecting  the  language  and  religion 
of  this  people;  clearly  shev.ing  the  former  to  be 
Pha-nician,  tl'.e  latter  not  to  be  Uruidic.  They 
demonstrate  the  origin  of  tlie  tiibe,  and  point  out 
the  precise  time  of  their  emigration  from  lb  er,  by 
way  ot  Aoimag  and  the  McvUterranean,  to  G.iel-ag, 
the  present  Gallicia  in  Spain.  They  synchronize 
exactly  v;iih  the  traditions  of  the  Hebrews,  con- 
cerning the  overtiiro'.v  of  the  Scyihinn  dominion 
in  Asia,  and  the  establisiiment  of  E  s  oir  (the  As 
Syrian),  on  the  ruin  thereof:  and  the  building  of 
Babylon  and  Ninevah.  They  represent  Noe,  Ja- 
phelh  and  Og,  in  their  true  charactei's,  and  explain 
satisfactorily  the  passage  of  Genesis,  saying — "And 
the  beginning  of  the  kingdom  was  liabel,  &c.  in 
the  land  of  Siiinar:  out  of  that  land  v\ent  forth 
Ashiir,  and  builded  Nmevah."  The  Chronicles 
strip  events  of  the  figurative  dress  in  which  tfie 
Hebrews  have  decked  thern,  whilst  the  identity  is 
2iot  to  be  mistaken,  'fhey  give  ihe  true  original 
lur.ncs  of  tiie  livers  Indus,  Tygris,  Euphrates;  the 
Eu:;ine  antl  Kyrcanian  seas;  the  mountain  ot  Cau- 
casus; the  countries  of  Armenia,  Colchis,  Iberia, 
Albania,  I'hosniciii,  and  Spain:  and  all  the  rivers, 
xiiountains,  promonlaries  and  principal  places,  in 
Gallicia  and  Biscay  in  Spain.  They  describe  the 
commerce  of  tiie  Fhccnicians  with  the  sdutliern 
parts  of  Britain;  and  mark  tiie  period  when  tlie 
Isles  of  Sicily  were  separated  from  the  mainland. 
The  explain  the  signification  of  the  term  Cussite- 
iides,  and  the  reason  of  the  name  applied  by  the 
Phanicians,  tor  the  purpose  of  df  cejHion,  to  pre- 
serve the  monopoly  of  the  mines,  from  which  they 
drew  a  great  revenue. 

They  prove  that  the  stone  called  JacrjO's  PUIoiv, 
guarded  with  religious  care  in  Henry  VHth's  cha- 
pel, in  Westminster  abbej,  is  not  Liafail,  the  cele- 
brated stone  of  destiin;,  on  which  many  of  the  kings 
of  Er-i  were  crowned;  which  Fearg;:s,  the  son  of 
Ere,  was  permitted  to  take  with  him  to  Adb  bin  to 
give  him  assurance,  according  to  the  idea  of  the 
times,  of  the  establishment  of  his  race  in  Ailb-bin. 
They  shew  that  Hone  is  th.  most  ancient  name  of 
the  people  of  Dane:  a:rc;  and  they  fix  ihe  era  of 
the  arrival  of  Gael,  of  Feotar,  in  the  northcJii  part 
of  Oritain,  and  of  the  Scjthian  Urigant  s,  in  Lun- 
casiiire,  Yorkshire,  Westmoreland,  Cumberia  id 
and  Durham.  'l"hey  confirm  the  accuracy  of  the 
traditions  of  the  Hebrew  as  to  the  colonization  of 
the  isles  ot  the  Gentiles,  by  the  posterity  of  Javan. 
'I'hey  set  at  rcsi  forever  all  the  whimsical  conjec- 
tures concerning  tlie  time  and  circumslances  of  the 
Gael's  arrival  in  Eri,  th^;  name  of  the  iiland  and 
;JTiany  more  importart  matters,  too  niimerons  to  in 
ee^t  in  this  place.     From  the  tiifie  of  Eolus,  these 


Chronicles  were  written  by  the  Ard-olarns  of  Galli- 
cia, for  the  time  being;  and  f.'om  the  :era  of  the  ar- 
rival  of  this  colony  ill  Ex-i,  they  were  the  work  of 
the  Ard  olanis  of  L'ila'u,  and  publicly  read  by  tlieni 
u\  the  pretence  of  kiuj;.';,  pri;ice.s,  r.obles,  olamsj 
lieads  ot  peojde,  and  judges  nan^ed,  when  as;. am- 
bled, at  the  iKound  of  Tob-r.ad,  the  place  of  meet- 
ing of  the  great  congregation  of  Er-i. 

Coloinhian  Ucpiiblic. 

Lcnv^  of  ColoniiiUi  relative  io  the  uuiurnLizatioii  offi- 
reisfners. 

The  mode  according  to  which  forelgv.ers  can 
attain  naturalization  in  Coiombiu  is  fixed  by  a  lav/ 
of  tlie  3d  of  Sept.  18:^1,  as  follov.s: 

The  foreigner,  desirous  of  naturalization,  must 
renounce  all  allegiaixe  to,  and  titles  of  em])lovs 
he  may  hold  from  any  other  government,  and  swear 
to  the  lawn  and  constitution  of  the  republic.  2d. 
He  must  bri:ig  with  him  some  trade  or  useful  mode 
of  subsisttnce,  and,  after  having  made  known  to 
the  municipality  of  t!ic  town  in  svhich  he  resides, 
his  wishes  to  become  a  citizen,  he  must  reside  in 
the  country  three  ijears. 

If,  however,  he  obtains  a  landed  property,  in  the 
country,  of  the  clear  worth  of  lUOO  doilars,  t-^-o 
ye.Tii residence  suffice;  if  of  2000  dollars,  one  year's 
residence;  if  he  manies  with  a  native  of  Colombia, 
sLv  months,  and  if  he  acquires  i:  landed  property 
of  6000  iiol.'ars  value  no  period  of  residence  is  re- 
quited. 

3.  Having  complied  wlt'a  the  -above  conditions, 
he  applies  for  a  letter  oi  naturah/^ation  to  the  go^ 
veriior  oi  the  province  in  which  he  lives,  accom- 
panying his  memorial  by  the  necessary  proofs,  and 
statement  of  his  family  s>.nd  condition;  the  governor" 
forwards  this  ineniorial  with  what  observations  he 
may  deem  necessaiy  to  ihe  executive, — who  remits, 
through  his  hands,  the  letter  of  naturalization, 
on  tile  receipt  of  which,  and  on  taking  the  neces- 
sary oaths,  such  foreigner  becomes  in  all  respects 
entitled  to  tlic  rights  and  privileges  of  a  ciiizen  of 
C'llombia. 

From  the  PhiliuUJphla  ^lurora. 

Translations  of  a  note  piest-nted  by  M.  F.  Zuj, 
to  the  French  minister  fur  foreign  afiViirs,  and  the 
ambassadors  and  ministers  of  foreign  pow^ers  :.t 
Paris: 

"  !  he  undersigned,  envoy  extraordina;»}-  and  mi- 
nister plenipotentisiry  of  the  republic  ofCoiomnia 
to  establish  |;oiiticat  and  commercial  relations  with 
the  powers  of  Etirojie,  hastlic  honor  to  address,  in 
pursuance  of  the  orders  of  his  government,  to  his 
excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  afTairs,  the  fol- 
lowi;-!g  com;nunication: — 

"fhc  report  of  the  struggle  which  America 
has  just  maintained  against  Sp:dn,  h.as  resounded 
throngliout  the  world  If  it  be  admitted  that  ig- 
norance may  still  exist  respecting  its  marvellous 
details,  no  doubt  can  arise  upon  the  imtr.ense  re- 
suits  obtained  by  force  (^i  battle  and  victories. 
Oppressed  Ajnerica,  epfltved  for  three  centuries, 
has  shaken  off  tne  yoke  of  the  mother  country. 
Spain  is  no  longer  ar.y  thing  beyond  the  seas  vvhi:.h 
wash  the  shores  of  the  p uinsiila. 

"In  short,  Vinerica  has  attained  hordne  pl.'Ce— 
the  incnase  of  her  population,  the  progri-ss  of  in- 
tellect, a  thousand  new  wants,  v/hich  the  moiher 
country  could  not  supply,  rrnder  the  cris'S  inevi- 
table. Spain  dcpopuliiled,  without  a  navy,  with- 
out intlusiry — cotdd  she  lr.v._-  r-iioneo  !oii.e<>r  un- 
der laws,  an  entire  cojitineni,  s-.'uarated  from  he 
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by  the  vast  ocean?  Independence  then  has  done 
110  more  than  re-establisli  naluial  order,  and  to  put 
a  period  to  those  infinite  evil^',  that  such  an  ill 
iTliitched  counecWon  necessarily  proihiced. 

•'Spain,  driven  forever  from  tlie  shores  of  Ame- 
rica, has  no  means  of  returning  tnere.  Divided  in 
its  interior,  destitute  of  influence  without,  de- 
prived of  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  where 
could  she  obtain  soldiers  for  distant  expeditions? 
How  could  she  meet  the  expenses  of  armaments 
Viccessarv  to  re  conquer  what  she  has  lost? 

"  The  pons,  the  harbors,  and  the  fortified  places 
sre  in  the  power  of  the  Americans;  all  the  emblems 
of  European  supremacy  have  di.-appeared.  The 
lions  and  towers  of  Caslile  have  given  place  to 
the  colors  of  independence  and  liberty.  In  these 
vast  countries,  which  were  so  long  the  source  of 
Spanish  grPatness,  and  the  theatre  of  foreign  domi- 
nation, there  remains  nothing  but  the  scattered 
bones  of  the  warriors  who  were  sent  to  oppose 
themselves  to  our  destinies.  On  every  hand  na- 
scent states  are  forming,  founded  upon  the  same 
basis,  equally  favored  by  nature,  powerful  in  re 
sources,  confident  in  u  future  which  cannot  deceive 
them.  The  climate  alone  would  protect  them 
against  rash  invasions,  if  the  tried  courage  of  the 
inhabit^'.nts  did  not  offer  the  best  of  all  guarantees. 

•'A IT,  ing  these  states  rises  that  of  Colombia — 
twelve  ;ej'«  of  an  implacable  war  could  not  sub- 
due her,  n  ir  even  slacken  her  march  Colombia 
has  gathered  the  fruit  of  her  noble  exertions— she 
is  free,  sovereign,  and  independent.  Very  soon 
nil  these  new  slates  will  form  a  complete  solemn 
association,  and  will  fix,  with  common  accord,  the 
basis  of  that  grand  confederation,  against  which 
e^^ry  foreign  attack  would  be  more  absurd  than 
dangerous.  The  coalition  of  the  rest  of  the  civi- 
lized wcrid,  if  it  were  possible,  would  miscarry 
before  this  barrier. 

"Thus  arrived  at  the  point  where  she  Hnds  her- 
self assimilated  in  fact  and  in  right  to  all  existing 
nations,  wishing  to  live  amicably  with  all  people, 
America  has  only  to  obtain  her  recognition  by  the 
great  family  of  which  she  forms  a  part,  and  to 
which  her  association  cannot  fail  to  offer  many 
advai'.tpges 

"It  is  witli  this  view  that  the  undersigned,  minis- 
ter  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  of  Colombia, 
has  the  honor  to  address  his  excellency  the  minis- 
ter of  foreign  affairs,  to  communicate  to  him  the 
irtentioi;3  of  his  government. 

"The  republic  of  Colombia  is  established,  and 
its  government  is  in  foil  activity;  Spain  no  longer 
possesses  any  thing  upon  ils  territorv,  and  an  army 
i)f  60,UU0  rnen,  supported  by  an  army  of  reserve  of 
the  same  force,  secures  the  existence  of  Colombia. 

"the  republic  has  every  characteristic  of  all  the 
recognized  governments  upon  earth;  she  does  not 
ask  any  of  them  by  what  means,  or  bj' what  right 
tlicy  rule — they  exist,  andtliis  isalltiiat  concerns 
her  to  know.  Colombia  respects  all  that  exists; 
s'.ie  has  aright  to  reciprocity;  she  demands  it,  and 
this  demaiui  is  dictated  neither  by  interest  nor  by 
i'ear;  either  one  motive  or  the  other  is  unworthy 
of  a  generous  and  free  nation. 

"\V)io  could  make  an  attack  upon  her'  Who 
could  either  add  to  her  wealth  or  diminish  it?  Of 
whom  has  she  been?  And  am.ong  all  nations  known, 
where  is  there  one  that  does  not  aspire  to  estab 
]ish  commercial  r^-gulations  with  her?  Colombia 
has  an  ianaie  consciousness  of  her  strength?  If 
she  invitss  all  nations  to  share  treasures  which  na- 
ture has  lavished  upon  her,  it  is  rather  from  a  sen- 
timent of  generosity  than  a  spirit  of  calculation. 


"V/hoever  v/ill  approach  Colombia  with  pacific 
and  benevolent  intentions,  may  draw  in  full  secu- 
rity from  the  commori  source  of  our  riches.  Such 
is  the  single  basis  of  the  relations  which  we  are 
desirous  to  have  with  all  the  people  of  the  eartli — 
cordiality,  libert}',  reciprocity.  The  jealousies, 
the  distrusts,  which  formerly  separated  tlie  various 
nations  and  armed  them  one  against  another,  are 
banished  from  the  legislation,  as  well  as  from  the 
spirit  of  our  fellow  citizens.  We  will  never  f.dsify 
the  philanthropic  principles  for  which  blood  iias 
flowed  in  such  abundance  upon  the  field  of  battle 
and  the  scaffold. 

«'l5ut,  after  having  thus  fulfilled  all  her  duties 
with  regard  to  other  nations,  Colombia  owes  it  to 
herself  to  require  that  her  own  rights  be  equally 
recognized; — Colombia  holds  her  possessions  from 
no  person;  she  has  originated  herself,  and  reckons 
upon  her  own  means  of  support.  Independent, 
strong,  free,  and  invulnerable,  she  obeys  no  senti- 
ment but  that  of  general  benevolence;  she  aspires 
to  render  the  relations  of  all  those  who  will  treat 
with  her,  easy,  amicable  and  useful. 

"An  extensive  and  rich  continent,  inhabited  by 
civilized  people,  cannot  remain  foreign  to  the  rest 
oftlie  world;  it  would  always  be  difficult  to  con- 
ceive relations  durably  advantageous,  and  such  as 
the  interest  of  commerce  requires,  between  states 
of  which  the  government  clo  not  recognize  eaWi 
other  reciprocally. 

"These  unecpiivocal  principles,  these  powerful 
considerations,  impose  upon  the  undersigned  the 
obligation  of  communicating  to  his  excellency  the 
ministerof  foreign  aff'air'j,  the  intentions  of  his  go- 
vt'rn^iei  it,  to  winch  the  undersigned,  in  communicat- 
ing to  his  excellency  the  sentiments  and  principles 
of  his  government,  urges  the  necessity  of  a  prompt 
reply.  His  excellency  is  too  enlightened  nut  to 
perceive  the  motives  of  such  a  demand  on  the  part 
of  a  government,  whose  seat  is  at  so  great  a  dis- 
tance; and  which,  being  occupied  at  the  same  mo- 
moment  with  its  interior  organization,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  its  foreign  relations,  cannot  admit 
either  the  delays  or  the  minutis  of  proceeding,  of 
which  it  believes  that,  according  to  ancient  usage, 
it  might  well  avail  itself  in  these  new  circum- 
stances, and  of  which  the  novelty  even  is  an  addi- 
tional motive  for  desiring  the  prompt  solution 
which  Columbia  looks  for  with  equal  confidence 
in  the  enlightened  views  of  the  government  of 
and  its  own  strength. 

"The  undersigned  eagerly  embraces  this  op- 
portunity of  presenting  to  his  excellency  the  mi- 
nister of  foreign  affairs  the  assurance  of  his  high- 
est considerations. 

(Signed)  "1".  A.  ZEA." 

"Paris,  April  8,  1822." 


Lav,-.s  of  the.  United  States. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regu- 
late trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  approv- 
ed tiiittieth  .V^arch,  18(j2. 

Be.  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  vf  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  ^Imerica,  in  curiqress 
assemlilcil,  'J'hat  the  seventh  section  oftlie  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  or» 
the  frontiers,"  shall  be,  and  tiie  same  is  hereby,  re- 
pealed; and,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act. 
It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  superintendents  of  Indian 
affairs  in  the  territories,  and  Indian  agents,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  president  of  tiie  United 
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States,  to  t(i;int  licetices  to  trade  with  Indian  tribes; 
which  lictnces  shall  be  granted  to  citizens  of  the 
United  'States,  and  to  none  others,  taking  from  them 
bonds  with  securities,  m  the  penal  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  thousand  dolhirs,  proportioned  to  the 
capital  employed;  and  conditioned  for  the  due  ob- 
servance of  the  Jaws,  ri'gulating  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes;  and  said  licences  may 
be  granted  for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven  years, 
for  the  trade  with  the  remote  tribes  of  Indians  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  and  two  years  for  the  trade 
with  all  the  other  tribes.  And  the  superintendents 
and  agents  shall  return  to  the  sf^cretary  of  war, 
within  each  year,  an  abstract  of  ail  licences  grant 
ed,  showing  by  and  to  wliom,  when  and  where 
granted,  with  the  amount  of  the  bonds  aiul  capital 
employed,  to  be  laid  before  congress,  at  the  next 
session  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  in  execution  of  the  power  vested  in  him  by 
the  twenty  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  thirtieth  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  afore- 
said, to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  to  direct  Indi- 
an agents,  governors  of  territories,  acting  as  super- 
intendents of  Indian  affairs,  and  military  officers,  to 
cause  the  stores  and  packages  of  goods  of  all  tra- 
ders, to  be  searched  upon  suspicion  or  information 
that  ardent  spirits  are  carried  into  the  Indian  coun- 
tries by  said  traders,  in  violation  of  the  said  twenty- 
first  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amend- 
ment; and  if  any  ardent  spirits  shall  be  so  found, 
all  the  goods  of  the  said  traders  siiall  be  forfeited, 
one  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  the  other  half  to 
the  use  of  the  government,  his  licence  cancelled, 
and  bond  put  in  suit. 

Sec.  3.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pur- 
chases for,  and  on  account  of,  Indians,  for  annuities, 
presents  and  otherwise,  shall  be  made  by  the  Indi- 
an agents  and  governors  of  territories,  acting  as 
superintendents  within  their  respective  districts; 
and  all  persons,  wiiatsoever,  cliarged  or  trusted 
with  the  disbursement  or  application  of  money, 
goods,  or  effects,  of  any  kind,  fi^r  the  benefit  of  In- 
dians, shall  settle  their  accounts,  annually,  at  the 
war  department,  on  the  first  day  of  September;  and 
copies  of  the  same  shall  be  laid  before  congress  at 
the  commencement  of  the  ensuing  session,  by  the 
proper  accounting  officer,  together  with  a  list  of 
the  names  of  all  persons  to  whom  money,  goods,  or. 
effects,  had  been  delivered  within  the  said  year, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  specifying  the  amount 
and  object  for  which  it  was  intended,  and  showing 
who  are  delinquent,  if  any,  in  forwarding  their  ac- 
counts according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  JInd  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  trials 
about  the  right  of  property,  in  which  Indians  shall 
be  party  on  one  side,  and  white  persons  on  the 
other,  the  burthen  of  proof  shall  rest  upon  the 
white  person,  in  every  case  in  which  the  Indian 
shall  make  out  a  presumption  of  title  in  himself, 
from  the  fact  of  previous  possession  and  owner- 
ship. 

Sec.  5.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  from  time  to  time,  to  require  additional  se- 
curity, and  in  larger  amounts,  from  all  persons 
charged  or  trusted,  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  disbursement  or  application  of  mo- 
ney, goods,  or  effects,  of  any  kind,  for  the  benefit 
of  tlie  Indians. 

Sec.  6.  And  beit  further  enacted,  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Uiiited  States,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate,  may  appoint  a  superin- 


tendent of  Indian  affairs,  to  reside  at  St.  Louis, 
whose  powers  shall  extend  to  all  Indians  frequent- 
ing that  place,  whose  salary  shall  be  fifteen  iiun. 
drcd  dollars  per  annum;  and  one  agent  for  the  tribes 
within  the  limits  of  East  and  West  Florida,  with  a 
salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

I'Vashingion,  May  6,  1822. approved. 

An  act  to  abolish  the  United  States'  trading  estab- 
lishments with  tiie  Indian  tribes 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represeii' 
tatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress 
assembled,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorised  and  required  to 
cause  the  business  of  the  United  States'  trading 
houses  among  Indian  tribes,  to  be  closed,  and  the 
accounts  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  and 
of  the  factors,  and  sub  factors,  to  be  settled;  and,  for 
that  purpose,  the  president  is  hereby  authorized 
to  select,  from  among  the  Indian  agents,  or  others, 
a  competent  number  of  fit  and  suitable  persons, 
to  be  and  appear  at  the  office  of  Indian  trade  in 
Georgetown,  in  the  district  of  Columbia,  and  at 
each  of  the  trading  houses  established  among  Indi- 
an tribes,  on  or  before  the  third  day  of  ,Iune  next, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  can  conveniently  be  done, 
to  demand  and  receive  of  and  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  trade,  and  of  the  respective  fac- 
tors, and  sub-factors,  all  the  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, furs,  peltries;  evidences,  of  debt,  and  pro- 
perty and  ert'ects  of  every  kind,  which  .nay  be  in 
their  power  or  possession,  by  virtue  of  their  respec 
five  offices,  and  justly  due  and  belonging  to  the 
United  States;  and  the  said  agents,  selected  for 
the  purpose  aioresaid,  shall  be  furnished  with  the 
copies  of  the  latest  quarterly  returns  of  the  said  su- 
perintendent,  factors,  and  sub-factors,  as  rendered 
by  them  to  the  treasury  ilepartment,  and  copies 
of  any  other  papers  in  the  said  department,  which 
will  shew  what  is,  or  ought  to  be  due  and  com- 
ing to  the  United  States,  from  the  said  office  of 
Indian  trade  in  Georgetown,  and  from  each  of 
the  trading  houses  established  among  Indians. — 
And  the  persons  so  selected  shall  enter  into  bond, 
with  good  and  sufficient  security,  in  such  sums  as 
may  be  required  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  en- 
joined on  them  by  the  provisions  of  this  act.  And, 
from  and  after  the  third  day  of  June  next,  the  act  of 
the  second  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  entitled  "  An  act  for  establishing  trad- 
ing houses  with  Indian  tribes,"  shall  be  continued 
in  force  for  the  purposes  only  of  enforcing  all  bonds, 
debts,  contracts,  demands,  and  rights,  wliicli  may 
have  arisen,  and  all  penalties  and  punishments 
which  may  have  been,  or  may  be  incurred,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  and  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  superintendent,  factors, 
and  sub-factors,  at  the  treasury  department. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  which  shall  be  delivered 
over  to  the  agents  of  the  United  States,  under  thft 
provisions  of  tliis  act,  sliull  be  placed  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  subject, 
under  his  orders,  towards  satisfying  or  extinguish- 
ing the  treaty  obligations,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  keep  up  trading  houses  with  the  Indians; 
also,  towards  the  payment  of  annuities  due,  or  to 
become  due,  to  Indian  tribes;  also,  in  making  the 
customary  presents  to  tribes  or  individuals,  in  amity 
with  the  United  States,  and  the  surplus,  if  any,  may 
be  sold  to  the  best  .advantage,  under  the  orders  of 
the  president,  and  the  proceeds  paid  over  to  ;li« 
treasury  of  the  United  States. 
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Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  furs, 
peltriss,  effects,  and  property  received  under  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  sold  in  the  manner 
the  president  may  direct;  the  debts  due  and  owing 
shall  be  collected  under  his  orders;  and  all  the  mo- 
ney received  from  these  sources,  and  all  that  shall 
be  received  frotnthe  superintendent  of  Indian  trade, 
and  from  the  factors  and  sub  factors,  shall  be  paid 
over,  as  fast  as  receiveil,  into  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States:  Provided,  Tiiat  such  sums  may  be 
T-ctained  and  applied,  under  the  orders  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  necessary  to 
defray  tlie  expeiiaes  of  carryini^  this  act  into  effect. 
'.  Sec.  4.  All'!  be  it  further  enucled,  That,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  after  tiie  commencement  of  the  next 
session  of  consjress,  tlie  president  of  the  United 
States  sliall  com  luuiicate  to  congress  the  manner 
in  which  he  shall  have  caused  this  act  to  be  execut- 
ed, shewintf  the  amount  of  moneys,  furs,  peltries, 
and  other  effects,  and  the  amount  and  description 
of  cjoods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  and  the  actual 
cash  value  thereof,  received  from  the  superinten 
dent  of  Indian  trade,  and  each  of  the  factors  and 
sub-factors,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

PHILIP  P.  BARiiOUR, 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

JOHN  GVILLARD, 
President  of  the  senate,  pro  tempore, 
Jf'ashinffton,  May  6,  1822 — .ipprnvjd. 

JAMES  .MONROE. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  ofEcers,  volunteers,  and 

other  persons,  engaged   in   the   late  campaign 

against  the  Seminole  Indians. 

lit',  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  hnnse  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  in  co/igress  as- 
sembled. That  any  oflicer,  vokuUe  r,  ranger,  caval- 
rj',  or  other  persons,  engaged  in  the  campaign  of 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  against 
the  Seminole  Indians,  who  has  sustained  dam.ige  l)y 
reason  of  the  loss  of  any  horse  or  horses,  which,  in 
consequence  of  the  government  of  the  U.  St;Ucs 
failing  to  supply  sufficient  forage,  while  eng.iged 
in  said  s.rvice,  died,  or  were  unavoidably  abandon- 
ed and  lost,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value 
thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  said  offi 
cers,  volunteers,  and  rangers,  cavalry,  or  other  per- 
sons, for  the  loss  of  any  necessary  equipage  of  said 
liorse  or  horses,  or  for  any  guns  lost  in  said  service, 
or  which  were  left  in  possession  of  the  United 
States  or  of  any  officer  thereof,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  value  thereof;  said  claims  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  tiie  treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated:  Provided,  That,  if  any  payment  shall 
have  been  made  to  any  officer  or  soldier  aforesaid, 
for  the  use  and  risk,  after  the  death  or  abandon- 
ment of  his  horse,  such  amount  shall  be  deducted 
from  the  value  thereof,  unless  said  officer  or  soldier 
■will  shew  tiiat  he  was  remounted,  in  which  case  t!ie 
dedu'iion  shall  or,ly  extend  to  the  time  such  officer 
or  Si-ddier  S'^rveil  on  foot:  And  provided,  also.  That, 
if  any  payment  shall  have  been  made  to  any  officer 
or  soldier,  on  account  of  clothing,  such  payment 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  value  of  his  horse  or  ac 
coutrements:  And  provided  further,  That  no  claim 
s!i  .11  be  alio  ,ved  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
unt'd  prcp.-r  evi.lince  shall  have  been  received  by 
the  u-'jc>uiitin^' o.iicers,  from^the  company  to^hich 
the  i-'aiiTiarits  shall  have  belonged,  shewing  the  num- 
ber of  iio.o:3  lost  in  said  company  in  mann -r  a'.ore- 
said,  the  tisie  when  lost,  and  ihe  !i.inie  of  rhe  owner. 
Sec.  3.  A.:d  be  it  further  tuacl-^d,  rii.a  'Jie  ac 
counting'  oliicar  of  the  treasury  departicent  shall , 


audit  and  settle  those  claims  under  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  the  president  of  the  United  States 
may  prescribe.  PHILIP  P.  P.AUBOLJR, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
JOHN  GAILLARI), 
President  of  the  senate  pro  tempore. 
Washington,  JMay  4,  1^22— Approved, 

JAMES  iMONROE. 


CHRONICLE. 


James  Llni/d,  esq.  has  been  elected  a  senator  of 
the  United  Stales  from  Massachusetts,  in  the  place 
of  II   a.  Otis,  esq.  resigned. 

Al'er^hany  college,  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  is  a 
very  flourishing  establishment,  furnished  with  a  li- 
brary only  inferior  to  that  of  one  other  similar  insti- 
t'it  on  m  the  U.  States  and  )jrovided  wit^  able  ])-o- 
fessors  and  teachers.  "Wf^stern  Star  Lodge,"  at 
Meadsille,  has  commenced  a  subscription  for  the 
purpose  of  endowing  an  architectonic  professorship 
in  this  college;  the  proceeding  has  been  approved 
of  b)r  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
Masonic  society  is  generally  solicited  to  contribute 
to  the  fund,  and  accomplish  an  object  so  important. 

Salt  is  advertised  ai  Sii:u\  r.ee  town  SL\.thirti/-sc-^en 
and  a  half  cents  per  bushel. 

Gen.  Arnold.  The  children  of  tliis  traitor  receive 
a  pension  of  5001  from  the  British  government — 
so  says  thf-  Charleston  Courier. 

The  north  -iuest.  On  tlie  24th  ult.  Major  Dela- 
fiekl,  Mr.  Ferguson  and  lie<it.  Whistler,  gtMitleineii 
attached  to  the  boundary  commission,  wit!»  the  ne- 
cessarv  workmen,  hft  IJlack  Rock  in  the  schooner 
Red  Jacket,  for  the  Upper  Lakes.  The  party 
are  bound  eventually  for  tlie  Lake  of  the  Woods; 
it  is  expected  they  will  be  absent  IS'fionths,  and 
during  that  period  complete  the  necessary  surveys 
in  that  quarter. 

Silk  -  several  manufacturers  of  silk  goods  are 
said  to  be  doing  well  at  New-York,  Boston,  Sic— • 
rhe  printed  silk  handkerchiefs  are  highly  spoken 
of. 

Cotton.  New  mills  are  every  where  erecting  or 
old  establishments  improving.  One  concern  in  N. 
Hampshire  is  preparing  to  run  twenty  thousand 
spindles.  Our  cotton  goods  are  in  great  demand 
in  South  America,  Cuba,  kc.  on  account  of  their 
very  superior  quality.  The  export  is  large  and  ra- 
pidly increasing. 

fronl — eleven  pounds,  well  washed,  was  lately 
sheared  from  one  slu-ep  on  Long  Island. 

Boston.  The  "ancient  artillery  company"  lately 
held  its  annual  election,  at  which  there  was  much 
ceremony,  concluded  with  a  good  dinner,  as  cus- 
tomary, at  which  there  v/ere  many  distinguished 
guests. 

This  company  was  established  in  the  year  1638, 
and  is  now  in  the  highest  state  of  perfection.  It 
has  been  well  called  "tiie  soul  of  the  soldiery," 
and  the  most  distuiguished  military  men  of  the 
neighborhood  are  anxious  to  be  enrolled  among  its 
members.  The  corps  r.ow  amounts  to  217,  of  whom 
there  are — 1  commander  in  chief,*  4  major  gene- 
rals, 9  brigadier  generals,  12  colonels,  14  lieuten- 
ant cclcnels,  23  major.s,  59  captains,  46  lieutenants, 
20  ensig7:s,  and  29  [jrivates.— -Total  217.  Of  these 
there  are  73  m'Iio  are  not  liable  to  do  military  duty, 
and  116  officers  wiio  perform  duty  in  other  corps. 

After  the  reading  of  a  conipiimentary  letter 
from  ])resident  Adam.s,  the  following  toast  wa3 
drank:  "'l"hc  lisherics,  the  sine  qua  non  of  the  peace 


*  Governor  of  Alassuclmsetts. 
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of  '83— The  Indian  territory,  thiit  of  1814  -To 
those  who  make  such  deinand;:,    v.e  will  reply  in 
tlie  motto  of  the  Adanis  who  rejected  tliL-m,  "Fis 
cemui',  venimur,  ut  olim."     "'re  -will  fish  and  hunt 
as  ~,vd  aiways  have  tloiie" 

The  public  schools  of  Boston  were  lately  visited 
by  ti.c  coiiraittetr.  Tlitre  were  present  1,910 
children.  Their  condition  wad  pLnbiiig' — the  best 
order  prevailed,  and  their  exercises  aiforded  much 
satisfaction. 

JVe-iu  York.  The  city  directory,  just  about  to  be 
puidisiied,  will  contain  abcut  tv/cnty  six  thousand 
nanus. 

Pl.iladtlphia.  Bills  of  mortality  for  the  entire 
year,  mk^h  j;  31st  Dxember,  1821.  I'otul  J,172— 
greatest  iiuniber  in  .\ui^ubt,  452,  of  whom  252 
were  children;  least  in  January,  201;  of  whom  87 
were  children.  No  less  liian  4o8  died  of  consump 
tion  of  the  lung's,  hein^  nioie  than  ol  any  otiier  two 
diseases.  Of  those  who  died  221  were  between 
50  luid  60  yea;s  old,  124  between  60  and  70,  97 
between  70  and  80;  61  between  80  and  90,  21  be 
tween  90  and  100,  and  one  above  an  hundred. 

By  tlie  returns  of  99  practitioners  of  midwifery, 
there  v/as,  in  the  sanif:  ye.ar,  5.i  47  births. 

JVasldngi'iii  City.  To  Mr  Jo.'m  Sesi'/or  J,  as  usual, 
v.'e  are  indebted  for  a  statistical  account  of  the 
progress  of  the  capital  of  t!ie  United  States  during 
the  last  year:  88  private  buddings  were  commenc- 
ed— much  progress  made  in  the  City  Hall,  a  very 
large  edifice — a  new  bridge  erected  over  the  Ty- 
ber;  a  Ibuntain  of  water  opened  tliat  yields  sixty 
gallons  a  minute,  with  a  head  of  at  least  50  feet 
abovs  the  Pennsylvania  avenue;  the  Centre  mar- 
ket enlarged;  an  addition  made  to  the  Infirmary; 
the  new  theatre  finisiied,  and  the  old  one  rebuilt 
for  assembly  rooms;  an  Unitarian  church  erected, 
and  a  Presbyterian  cliurch  cohipleted;  a  new  stee- 
ple built;  a  botanical  garden  enclosed,  &c.;  and 
the  wharves  on  the  Potomac  much  enlarged.  The 
Colunibian  college,  a  spacious  establishment,  has 
also  just  been  finished  and  occupied. 

The  intermeius  at  Wastiington  in  1821,  amount- 
ed to  355— greatest  number  in  October,  84 — least 
in  February  and  April,  9  each.  August,  Septem- 
ber and  October  the  most  fatal.  Of  the  whole,  67 
died  of  bilious  complaints,  3o  of  fever,  proper,  9 
of  typhus,  5  intermittent,  1  peurperal;  31  cholera 
infantum;  27  cavsrivipiion,-  32  convulsions;  10  each 
cholic  and  cholera  morbus     all  the  rest  under  10 . 

JVeto  Orleans.  The  aggregate  tonnagf  that  en 
tered  this  port  during  the  year  1821,  was  7A.727 
tons.  American  51,460;  British  16,213;  Hanseutic 
2,140;  Danish  1,963;  French  1,160.  Some  small 
amounts  of  Swedisli,  Spanish,  Dutch,  and  Hanove- 
rian. 

Jilabama.  Eleven  newspapers  are  now  printed 
in  this  state — a  wilderness  five  or  six  years  ago. 


Report  on  the  Rip  Rap  Coutract. 

HOUSE  OF   1F.l'RFSKNT«TIVKS,   MAY  7. 

Mr.  Liiiler,  of  New-Hampshire,  delivered  in  the 
following  report: 


The  committee  appointed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  of  the  22d  ot  April,  1822,   the  chief  engineer  contends,  that  the  government 


report:  That,  as  soon  as  your  committee  receivefl 
t'leir  commission,  they  comn.enci'd  an  examina- 
tion of  the  contract  formed  witl)  Khjah  Mix,  and 
addressed  several  inquiries  to  the  secretary  of 
war,  and  have  received  from  the  war  department, 
on  and  since  the  30th  of  April,  several  commu- 
nications, accompanied  with  various  documents 
and  papers,  wluch  were  deemed  by  tiie  chief 
engineer  pertinent  to  the  liiquiry;  but  time  wiR 
not  permit  the  committee  to  detail  all  the  facts 
and  circumstances  which  are  contained  in  these 
papers,  and  such  ctner  documents  and  testimony 
as  the  committee  have  obtained. 

In  reply  to  the  first  inquiry  of  the  committee, 
viz.  whether  any  advertisement  for  proposals  had 
bepti  published?  the  engineer  reports,  that  he  be- 
lii-ves  that  there  had  been  no  advertisement,  but 
he  sajs  "the  practice  of  advertising,  in  *li  cases 
which  have  existed  since  the  complete  organization 
of  tins  department,  does  not  appear  to  fiuve  been 
the  practice  in  the  engineer  service  previous  to  the 
establisliment  of  the  engineer  departm.ent  in  this 
place,  in  April,  1818,  under  similar  circumstances 
to  those  under  which  this  contract  was  formed,  to 
wit,  wli.ere  the  frequency  of  intercourse  with  all 
the  points  from  which  proposals  were  likely  to  be 
offered,  would  admit  of  diitct  notification  being 
communicated  to  them." 

Hence  it  appears,  that  it  was  not  deemed  neces- 
sary by  the  engineer  to  invite  pjoposals  for  the 
construction  of  the  works  at  the  Kip  Haps  and 
Point  Comfort  by  public  advertisement,  and  that 
he  considered  himself  justified  in  forming  the  con- 
tract witli  Mr,  Mix,  without  public  notice,  by  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  the  prac- 
tice which  lie  says  had  prevailed  previous  to  .'Vpril, 
1818,  when  the  engineer  department  was  establish- 
ed  in  this  city. 

But  it  appears  by  the  same  report  that  adver- 
tisements for  proposals  for  the  construction  of  the 
fortifications  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  were  publish- 
ed throughout  the  country  for  nearly  three  months 
before  the  contracts  were  formed.  And  it  appears, 
by  documents  communicated  to  the  bonne  of  repre- 
sentatives in  1820,  that  the  contracts  for  these  for- 
tresses, viz.  at  Mobile  Point,  Dauphin  Island,  and 
lake  Ponchartrain,  were  formed  by  the  same  engi- 
neer; the  first  on  the  13th  of  May,  the  second  on 
the  17th  of  July,  and  the  other  on  the  20th  of  July, 
1813.  and  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  contract 
with  Mr.  Mix,  on  the  25th  of  July,  1818 

As  public  notice  has  been  given  for  proposals 
for  every  contract  which  has  been  formed  by  the 
war  department,  since  the  orgai  ization  of  the  en- 
gineer department  in  April,  1818,  except  that  with 
Mr.  Mix,  and,  in usmuch  as  that  contract  was  for 
the  supply  of  a  large  quantity  of  stone,  viz.  150,000 
perch,  to  be  taken  from  the  banks  of  tlie  York 
river  in  Virginia,  about  40  miles  from  the  place  of 
deposite,  and  delivered  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than 
3.000  perch  per  month,  and  for  which  the  govern- 
ment was  oblig.ited  to  pay  the  sum  of  4.')0  UOO  dol- 
lars, y-ur  committee  believe  that  no  sufficient  rea- 
son has  been  or  can  be  assigned  for  this  siiiffulttr 
neglect  of  duty  in  the  officers  of  government.  But 


to  "inquire  into  the  contract  between  tlie  war  de 
partment  of  the  United  States  and  El.jah  Mix,  of 
the  25ih  of  July,  1818,  and  re[)ort  w'hether  the 
same  was  made  in  pursuance  of  law,  and  whether 
the  said  VIlxh;is  ])eiibrnied  his  covcnanl,  und  sucli 
other  facts  as  they  may  deer*-  proper  relative  to 
said  contract,  and  that  the  said  committee  have 


leave  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,"  respectfully  iment  by  procuring  stone  to  be  quarried  and  freigb 


has  sustained  no  loss  in  the  omission  to  invite  pro- 
posals by  public  advertisement.  He  states  that  "all 
the  precautions  were  taken  which  were  requisite 
t'l  guard  tlie  interest  of  the  gov<  rnmerit,"  and  states 
that  cajjtain  Maurice  was  despatched  to  I{ichmcnd 
to  ascertain  the  cost  of  getting  stone  on  .Tames 
river,  and  that  colonel  Armisiead  made  an  exptri- 
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ed  for  the  same  purpose.  And  he  further  reports 
that  application  was  made  to  Mr.  Lcckie,  Mr.  Pum- 
phrey,  and  Mr.  Baker,  stone  quarriers,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  expense  of  j^ettinp^  stone,  and  defiver- 
ing  it  at  the  Hip  Raps  and  I'oint  Comfort,  and  also 
refers  to  proposals  which  were  made  by  >fr.  Brooks, 
on  .lames  river.  Virginia,  and  Mr.  IJenison,  near 
the  Susquehanna  river,  made  before  the  contract 
was  formed  with  Mr.  >1ix,  and  to  two  olher  pro- 
posals which  were  made  after  the  contract  was 
entered  into.  Ry  such  inquiries  and  proposals  the 
ent^ineer  believes  it  was  fully  ascertained,  that 
the  stone  could  not  be  obtained  at  a  less  rate  than 
^^j  50  per  perch.  In  confirmation  of  this  opinion, 
he  refers  to  the  cerlificates  and  proposals  which 
accompany  his  report,  sliewing  that  §3  50  per 
perch  was  the  lowest  sum  for  which  the  stone  could 
have  been  procured,  except  by  the  contract  wliich 
was  made  with  Mr.  Mix.  The  committee  have  ex- 
amined the  proposals,  and  find  those  of  Messrs. 
Crandall  and  M'niigall,  and  one  other,  were,  for 
the  "firsl  rate  builrling-  stone."  at  the  rate  of  g.3  5U 
per  perch;  and  the  committee  are  informed,  that 
such  stone  will  cost  from  ci5  to  50  cents  per  percli 
more  than  the  rough  granite,  (such  as  Mix  has  ge- 
nerally furnished\  beside  the  additional  trouble 
and  cost  of  loading  and  unloading  it.  It  also  ap- 
pears, by  a  letter  from  A!r.  Allison  Crandall,  to  the 
engineer,  dated  May  14th,  1818,  that  he  had  pro- 
cured some  stone  for  the  government,  and  deliver- 
ed the  same  at  Point  Comtbrl  or  the  Rip  Raps,  at 
S?  per  perch,  and  that  he  was  desirous  of  making 
a  contract,  and  the  engineer  infon-ncd  !iim  that  his 
terms  were  too  high,  and  that  he  must  cease  his 
operations. 

By  the  terms  of  the  contract,  Mr.  Mix  was  oblig- 
ed to  procure  the  store  from  the  banks  of  tlie  York 
river,  in  Virginia,  and  the  committee  are  informed 
by  Mr.  Bassett  and  Mr.  New,  memliers  of  tlie  hof.'^e 
of  representatives,  that  there  is  a  large  bo<ly  of 
newly  found  lime  stone  near  Yorktown,  on  that 
xiver,  from  which  place  it  was  expected  the  stone 
would  have  been  taken,  about  40  miles  from  the 
Rip  Raps;  and,  as  tlie  freight  of  stone  is  the  great- 
est part  of  the  expense,  it  is  obvious  tliat  the  con- 
tract,  in  its  terms,  was  very  favorable  to  Mr,  Mix,  if 
the  stone  could  be  easily  procured  at  that  point, 
aUliough  the  price  given  might  not  be  considered 
at  that  time  very  high  for  stone  procured  at  George- 
town,  on  the  Potomac.  The  engineer  informs  the 
committee  that  ojdy  a  few  cargoes  of  stone  were 
delivered  from  York  river,  it  having  been  ascertain- 
ed t)>at  it  would  not  ansv/er  the  purpose  intended, 
and  states  that  Mr.  Mix  was  required  to  obtain 
stone  elsewhere,  of  a  different  description,  or  to 
surrender  the  contract.  Mr.  >!ix  protested  against 
this  decision  of  the  en<Tineer,  as  he  liad  made  pre- 
parations to  procure  the  stone  on  that  river  and 
could  not  obtain  it  elsewhere  so  cheap;  but  he  at 
length  complied,  and  the  en.gineer  says,  that,  not- 
witlistandinghe  su.stained  a  loss  by  the  change,  he 
has  been  enabled  to  carry  on  tlie  contract  with 
profit  to  himself. 

Notwithstanding  it  seems  to  have  been  the  opi- 
nion of  Mr.  Coldsborou.gh,  wliose  deposition  has 
been  taken,  and  the  opinion  of  commodore  Rod- 
gers,  ajid  others  who  have  been  consulted,  and 
those  who  have  made  proposals,  the  committee 
were  not  satisfied  that  the  contract  formed  with 
^Ir.  Mix  was  the  most  advantageous  one  which 
might  have  been  made,  and  they  took  the  deposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Perley,  who  was  recommended  to  the 
chief  engineer  by  colonel  Romford,  as  a  very  suita- 
ble person  for  such  an  undertaking,  and  9,\so  the 


deposition  of  Mr.  Edgar  Patterson,  of  George, 
town,  who  owns  a  considerable  pirt  of  the  quarries 
on  tlie  Potomac,  and  Mr  John  W.  Baker,  who  has 
been  a  stone  quarrier  for  15  years.  By  the  depo- 
sition of  Mr.  Perley,  it  appears  he  enclosed  pro- 
posals to  the  engineer  to  furnish  buildin.g  or  fluit 
stone  at  the  Rip  Rjps  for  %2  50  per  percli,  but  the 
en.gineer  says  he  never  received  them.  .\nd  a  de- 
position of  captain  Smith,  volnnlarily  made,  has 
been  transmitted,  among  other  papers,  to  the  com- 
mittee, tending  to  impair  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Perley;  but  the  committee  are  inibrmed,  not  only 
by  colonel  Boml'ord,  but  others  who  know  Mr.  Per- 
ley, that  he  is  a  man  of  good  character. 

Mr.  Patterson  testifies,  that  stone  might  have 
been  freighted,  in  1818,  from  the  quarries  on  the 
Potomac,  for  gl  50  cents  per  perch,  and  that  lie 
would  take  such  a  contract  now  for  §100,000  less 
than  the  sum  agreed  upon  with  Mr.  Mix;  and  as 
Mr.  Baker  testifies  tliat  he  quarried  and  sold  stone 
to  Mr.  Mix,  in  1818,  for  one  dollar,  in  1819,  part 
for  85  and  some  for  75  cents,  and  in  1820  for  6S 
cents  per  perch,  it  would  seem  from  their  testimo- 
ny,  that  a  contract  might  have  beeu  formed  in  1818 
for  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  perch,  if  public 
notice  had  been  given  for  proposals.  Though  the 
engineer  believes  that  the  intention  of  tlie  govern- 
meiit  to  form  the  contract  was  well  known  to  all 
whose  interest  it  could  be  to  undertake  it,  yet  it 
appears,  by  the  deposition  of  Mr.  I^itterson,  and 
the  statement  of  general  Mason,  of  Georgetown, 
wlio  own  most  of  the  stone  quarries  on  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Potonac,  where  tlie  stone  has  been 
procured  by  .Mix,  that  they  did  not  know  it  till  after 
the  contract  was  formed  with  Mr.  Mix.  Why  ap- 
plication  v.-as  not  made  to  these  gentlemen,  as  well 
as  desi)atching  captain  M  lurice  to  Richmond  to 
ascerhiin  the  cost  of  getting  the  stone,  or  to  con- 
tract for  the  delivery  of  so  large  a  quantity  as 
150,000  perch,  the  committee  have  not  been  in- 
formed. Neitrier  does  it  appear,  by  the  proposals, 
or  any  other  evidence  submitted  to  the  committee, 
that  either  of  tlie  persons  v\ho  made  proposals, 
either  before  or  after  the  contract  was  formed  with 
Mr.  Mix,  knew  what  quantity  or  quality  of  stone 
was  required  by  the  government,  nor  the  period  in 
which  any  given  quantity  should  be  furnished.  Mad 
the  government  published  advertisements  several 
months  for  ()roposals  to  deliver  150,000  perch  of 
stone  at  the  Rip  Raps,  at  the  rate  of  3,000  per 
month,  descriijing  the  quality,  it  would  have  excit- 
ed a  general  inquiry  and  competition  among  the 
citizens  upon  the  several  rivers  which  empty  into 
tlie  Chesapeake  bay,  and  probably  a  more  advan- 
tageous contract  might  have  been  formed.  At 
I?ast,  your  committee  cannot  discover  any  good 
cause  for  dispensin.g  with  the  law,  which  requires 
"that  all  purchases,  contracts  for  supplies  or  ser- 
vices, wliich  are  or  may,  according  to  law,  be  made 
by  or  under  the  direction  of  either  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  the  secretary  of  war,  or  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  shall  be  made,  either  by  open  pur- 
chase, or  by  previously  advertising  for  proposals 
respecting  the  sime." 

To  the  next  inquiry  of  the  committee,  viz.  whe- 
ther  Mr,  Mix  has  performed  his  covenants?  the  en- 
gineer replies,  in  his  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war, 
dated  30th  April,  1822,  "that  the  contract,  to  this 
period,  has  been  executed  faithfully,  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  department,  and  that  the  quanti- 
ty delivered  has,  in  every  instance,  been  equal  to 
the  proportion  of  appropriation  allotted  to  the  con- 
tract." By  the  terms  of  the  contract,  Mix  was 
,  bound  to  deliver,  from  the  banks  of  York  river,  in 
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Virginia,  at  least  three  tliousaud  perch  of  stone 
per  moiUli,  according  to  a  sample  lodged  in  the 
engineer  department,  commencing  on  the  15th  ot 
September,  1818,  an  i  the  government  was  bound 
to  pay  three  dollars  for  every  perch  of  stone  deli- 
vered, at  the  Uip  Haps,  or  Point  Comfort;  and,  by 
a  statement  of  the  third  auditor  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment, it  appears  tnat,  on  the  8th  of  August, 
1818,  1U,UU0  dollars  was  advanced  to  the  said  Mix, 
and  that,  in  the  month  of  November,  1818,  he  de- 
livered 2,187^  perch  of  stone;  that,  on  the  oUlh  of 
March  last,  he  had  delivered  87,964;  and  lU-25 
perch;  and  that,  on  that  day,  263,893  dollars  and 
45  cents  had  been  paid  to  him  and  others  under  the 
contract.  It  also  ajjpears  by  the  auditor's  state- 
ment, that,  from  the  31st  of  December,  182'J,  to 
the  31st  of  December,  1821,  there  had  been  deli- 
vered under  said  contract,  only  about  9,000  perch 
of  stone,  and,  that  during  that  period,  nearly  2d,UU0 
dollars  had  been  paid  to  Mix  and  others;  audit  ap- 
pears, by  a  letter  from  the  chief  engineer,  that  the 
sum  of  40,806  dollars  was  aLotted  to  the  contract 
for  tltat  year;  and  that  not  more  than  9,U00  perch 
of  stone  were  delivered  by  Mi.\,  and  not  over  28,000 
dollars  paid  him  in  the  same  year;  but,  by  the  con- 
tract.  Mix  was  obligated  to  deliver  36,000  perch  of 
stone  annually;  and,  on  the  SOih  of  March  last, 
there  was  due  127,500  perch,  and  only  87,964  had 
been  delivered  on  that  day,  leaving  a  balance  due 
at  that  lime  of  39,536  perch;  andtiie  residue  of  the 
stone  yet  to  be  delivered  under  said  contract,  is 
(j2,03u  perch,  which,  at  three  dollars  per  perch, 
amounts  to  186,108  dollars;  and  it  appears,  by  the 
depositions  of  Mr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  Baker,  the 
stone  miglit  now  be  furnished  at  about  one  dollar 
and  75  cents  per  perch,  and  the  sum  of  77,S4:7  dol- 
lars saved,  if  the  government  is  absolved  from  the 
obligation  to  the  contractor,  by  the  nun-perform, 
ance  of  his  covenants.  Not  only  10,000  dollars 
was  advanced  -j>  Mix  before  he  commenced  the 
■work,  but  he  has  been  paid  as  fast  as  he  delivered 
the  stone,  though  the  government  was  not  bound 
by  its  stipulation  in  the  contract  to  do  it;  and  it 
cannot  be  said  that  the  failure  of  Mix  to  perform 
Lis  covenant  has  been  occasioned  by  any  omission 
or  refusal  on  the  part  of  government  to  pay  or  ad- 
vance more  money. 

A  bonii,  executed  on  the  15th  of  June  .\.  D. 
1821,  by  Messrs.  Davidson  and  tloldsborough,  to 
the  United  Slates,  for  the  performance  of  one 
fourth  part  of  the  contract  made  will)  the  said  Mix, 
shews  that  Christojiher  Vandeventer,  cliuf  clerk 
in  the  war  department,  bought  of  the  said  Mix,  on 
tlie  24lh  of  April,  1819,  one  half  of  said  contract; 
and  that,  on  the  2oth  ot  January,  1820,  (about  tile 
time  a  former  committee  was  appointed  to  inejuire 
intot'ie  same)  he  sold  out  one  half  of  his  interest 
""insaiil  contract  to  Samuel  Cooper,  his  father  in  law, 
an<l  that  said  Cooper  sold  the  same  on  the  1st  of 
Julv,  1S20,  to  the  firm  of  Gfddsboiough  &  Co.  And 
major  Van.lcveiiter  also  informs  the  cotmmittee, 
that  he  bouglit  one  f.alf  of  theconlract  of  Mr.  Mix, 
some  time  after  it  was  formed,  and  became  liable  to 
pay  him  ('^rix)  one  half  of  the  debts  against  the 
Contract,  which  were  then  about  18  000  dollars; 
that  his  principal  inducement  to  participate  in  tlie 
contract  was  ultimately  to  secure  himself  against 
■any  loss  which  he  might  sustain,  b>  reason  of  his 
having  lent  his  name  to  enable  Mix  to  raise  money 
to  execute  his  contract.  But,  he  sa\s,  he  did  not 
influence  the  engineer  department  to  give  the  con- 
tract to  Mr.  Mix,  nor  did  he  recommend  him.  'I'hat 
he  afterwards  re  conveyed  lo  Mix  one  halt  of  the 
filtered  which  he  before  bought  of  Mix,  and  sold 


the  remainder  of  his  interest  in  it  to  Mr.  Cooper, 
of  New-York;  that,  when  the  account  growing  out 
of  the  subject  shall  be  atljusted,  he  may  eventually 
realize  from  three  to  tour  thousand  dollars;  and 
Vlr.  Vandeventer  further  states,  that,  at  the  time 
he  became  interested,  he  inquired  of  the  secretary 
of  war  whether  it  would  be  improper  for  him  to 
invest  money  in  the  contract,  and  that  the  secreta- 
ry stated,  that,  under  the  law,  he  did  not  think  it 
improper,  but  it  might  expose  him  to  improper  in- 
sinuations. 

Dy  the  report  of  the  present  engineer,  and  the 
deposition  of  general  Swift,  transmitted  among 
oilier  papers  from  the  war  department  to  the  com- 
mittee, it  appears  that  no  other  person  but  Mr.  Mix 
was  known  to  that  department  in  the  formation  of 
the  contract;  but  it  is  said,  and  so  understood  by 
Mr.  Vandeventer,  that  a  Mr.  Jennings,  of  Norfolk, 
took  one  fourth  of  the  contract,  but  the  committee 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  there  are 
any  other  persons  now  concerned  in  the  contract 
v/ith  Mix,  besides  Mr.  Goldsborough  8t  Co.  and 
Mr.  Jennings;  nor  have  they  been  informed  of  the 
precise  terms  of  the  agreements  between  Mr.  Mix 
and  major  Vandeventer,  or  of  the  consideration  of 
the  transfer  from  Vandeventer  to  his  father-in-law, 
Samuel  Cooper.  It  is,  however,  manifest,  from  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Vandeventer,  that  he  is  not  wholly 
divested  of  all  interest  or  concern  in  the  contract, 
or  its  performance,  as  he  s:<ys  the  accounts  are  not 
yet  adjusted,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  determine  pre- 
cisely what  his  gain  may  be.  As  Mr.  Vandeventer 
and  Mr.  Mix  married  daughters  of  the  said  Samuel 
Cooper,  who  is  surety  with  Mr.  James  Oakly,  of  the 
city  of  New-York,  in  the  bond  which  Mr.  Mix  gave 
to  the  United  States  for  the  fulfilment  of  his  con- 
tract, and,  as  these  gentlemen  were  each  once  in- 
terested in  said  contract,  the  committee  did  suspect 
that  the  contract  was  entered  into  tor  their  mutual 
advantage;  but  gen.  Swift  believes  and  Mr.  Vande- 
venter declares,  that  he  had  no  interest  in  it  when 
it  was  formed. 

The  committee  have  obtained  the  deposition  of 
\5r.  Hone  and  Mr.  Van  Hook,  respectable  geatle- 
men  of  the  city  of  New-York,  which  shew,  that  Mr. 
Mix,  who  forinerly  resided  in  that  cit}',  has  not  siis- 
tamed  a  good  character,  and  that  he  is  not  entitled 
lo  the  full  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  nor  of 
the  government;  and,  from  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Van  Hook,  and  from  other  information  derived  from 
a  correct  source,  it  also  appears  that  he  became  a 
■bankrupt  in  1817,  and  took  advantage  of  the  insol- 
vent lav/  of  the  state  of  New-York.  General  S  >vifl, 
however,  testifif>s  that  "he  had  no  knowledge  or 
intimation  of  any  fact  or  report,  which  impeached 
his  (Mix's)  character  at  the  time  of  forming  the 
contract,  and  believed  him  well  qualified  to  fulfil 
his  agreement."  Mr.  Vandeventer  also  declares, 
that,  though  he  married  into  the  same  family  with 
Mix,  and  became  acquainted  with  him  in  1815,  he 
did  not  know  of  any  chargc-s  againsl  the  character 
of  Mix;  but  he  says  he  knew  that,  before  he  formed 
ihe  contract,  he  had  become  insolvent.  It  is  not 
stated  by  the  engineer  that  Mix  was  recommended 
by  any  person,  nor  whether  reco.nmendalions  are 
generally  required  in  the  war  department  in  mak- 
ing contracts;  but  general  Swift  testifies,  that  the 
security  furnished  by  the  bond  cf  Mr.  Mix,  with  a 
penalty  of  20,000  dollars,  was  suflicient  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  his  contract.  The  character 
and  insolvency  of  Mix,  which  the  commitiee  had, 
suppnsetl  were  known  to  general  Swift  and  Mr, 
X'anrleventer,  induced  them,  (as  Vandeventer  was 
present  and  Tvitnessed  the  agreement,  and  after. 
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wards  participated  in  it),  to  sii3pect  the  fairness  I       In  what  manner  or  how  is  the  quantity  delivere 


and  justice  of  the  contract.  Your  committee,  how 
ever,  have  not,  in  all  tlie  investigation  which  liiey 
have  been  able  to  make,  yeC  discovered  any  facts 
which  clearly  stamp  the  transaction  with  a  tiaudu- 
lent  cliaracter,  but  they  are  compelled,  from  what 
they  have  discovered,  to  express  their  disapproba 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  the  engineer  department,  in 
forming  the  contract. 

And  in  this  report  the  committee  take  tlie  liberty 
to  remark,  that  they  deem  it  essential  to  the  inte- 
rests in  the  nation,  that,  in  making-  contracts,  a  very 
general  and  public  notice  should  be  given,  describ- 
ing p:irticularly  the  nature  of  the  work  to  be  per 
formed;  the  quantity  and  kind  of  mattrriaK  of  which 
it  is  to  be  composed  or  formed,  and  the  time  in 
which  they  arc  required  to  be  furnished;  and,  also, 
that  the  engmeer,  or  agents,  who  are  authoi  ized  to 
form  contracts  in  behalf  of  the  government.,  should 
possess  a  particular  kiiowiedge  of  the  various  parts 
of  the  work  which  are  to  be  constructed,  and  the 
practicability   and  cost  of  procuring  the  articles 
which  are  required.     Beside,  the  sanie  regard  io 
tlie  interest  and  prosperity  of  the  couniry  should 
govern  its  agents  which  actuates  every  prudent  in 
dividual  in  his  own  private  and  la.vfui  undertakings. 
Contracts  of  a  very  large  amount  ought  not  to  be 
formed  hastily,  nor  with  men  who  iiave  no  respon- 
sibility or  integrity,  although  security  may  be  given. 
In  all  contracts,  whether  private  or  public,  a  strict 
and  punctual  performance  depends  in  some  degree 
upon  the  honesty  of  the  contrac  or;  but,  in  form- 
ing contracts  for  the  government,  more  scrutiny 
and  .ia-ilant e  in  this  respect  seems  necess iry  than 
amor:':^  individuals    If  the  same  special  confidence  is 
not  reposed  in  a  contractor  with  the  government, 
that  is  placed  ir.  an  ofticer  appointed  l>i/  the  govern- 
ment, yet  it  '..iiinot  be  said  that  the  character  of  the 
person  proposmgto  undertake  or  accomplish  a  great 
national  work,  at  the  expense  of  half  a  million  of 
dollars,  should  be  wholly  disregarded.    Under  such 
impressions,  and  with  peculiar  concern  for  the  feel 
ingsand  character  of  the  gentlemen  wlio  have  been 


ascertained? 

lias  the  contractor  Mix  sold  his  contract?  and,  if 
so,  to  whom?  when?  and  at  what  price  per  perch?  if 
known  to  the  war  department. 

Has  a  new  contract  been  made  with  the  person  to 
whom  Mix  sold?  and,  if  so,  has  securitv  been  given? 

Very  respectfully,  .JOSIAH  BU  I'LER. 

To  the  lion.  J.  C.  CaUi'iiin,sec'rv  of  mar. 

WaH  DEPAnTJfESfT, 

Jl/j-il  3i)//i,  1822. 
Sin:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  llie  '23d  ins'ant,  I 
transmit, herewith, a  report  accompanied  with  d.>cu- 
ments  of  maj.  gen.  Maccmb,  chief  engineer,  which 
furnishes  the  ird'ormation  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

.T    C.  CALHOUN. 
Hon.  Jonah  Sutler,  chairman  of  the  committee,  &c. 

Report  of  general  Macomb  to  the  secretary  of  -war. 

EnOIXEEK   BEPART.'aE.XT, 

,^prir29:h.  1822. 
Sin:  In  obedience  to  your  ordtr,  I  uimisii  iiere- 
with  the  inform.ition  requested  by  tlu-  co'nmittee 
appointed  by  tiie  house  of  repr(-Sfcntativ^-s  to  inves- 
tigate the  contract  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Mr.  Mix,  by  ^'•1swer3  to  the  inquiries  contained  in 
the  letter  of  their  honorable  chairman,  dated  the 
23d  inst. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  premise,  that  the  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Mix  was  made  by  general  Swift, 
while  at  the  head  of  the  engineer  department,  lo;;g 
before  I  was  appointed  to  that  station,  and  tliat 
most  of  the  information  which  I  have  obtained  has 
been  colh'cted  not  only  from  the  records  of  this 
office,  but  from  other  sources,  and  particularly  from 
the  recollection  of  those  who  have  been  attached  to 
the  office  much  longer  than  myself.  It  is  probable 
that  if  gent  ral  S  .vift  was  here,  that  the  report  might 
be  made  still  more  complete  and  satisfactory. 

In  reply  to  tlie  first  inquiry  of  the  committee, 
concerned  in  the  transaction,  your  committee  have  j  »'was  there  any  advertisement  for  proposals  to  make 
examined  into  the  contract  made  with  Elijah  Mix;  the  contract  published?  and  if  s!),  when  and  where?" 
and,  having  given  the  subject  all  the  attention  {  (  have  to  state,  that,  on  diligent  inquiry,  I  do  not 
which  the  short  time  allowed  them  would  admit  of,  i  find  that  there  was  any  advertisement,  and  it  is  be- 
and  having  considered  all  the  communicaticms  made  |  lieved  that  tliere  was"  none.  The  practice  of  ad- 
to  them  by  the  war  department,  they  have  come  to  |  vcrtising  in  all  cases  which  has  existed  .since  the 
the  following  conclusion,  VIZ.:  that  the  contract  was  ;  complete  organization   of  this  department    does 

not  appear  to  have  been  the  practice  in  the  en- 


not  formed  in  the  manner  which  the  law  prescribes, 
and  that  the  said  Mix  has  tailed  in  the  performance 
of  his  covenants,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
agreement.  Therefore  the  committee  submit  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  further  appropriations,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  tiie  contract  made  by  the  engineer 
»kpartment  with  Elijah  Mix,  ought  not  to  be  made. 

.Ipril  23,  1822. 

Sir:  lam  directed  by  the  committee  which  was 
a^ppointed  to  inquire  into  the  contract  between  the 
¥nited  States  and  Elijah  Mix,  made  July  25,  1818, 
to  submit  the  following  questions,  and  request  of 
you  an  answer  as  soon  as  may  be: 

Was  there  any  advertisement  for  proposals  to 
make  the  contract  published,  and,  if  so,  when  and 
where? 

Was  there  any  surety  for  Mix  the  contractor?  If 
so,  you  will  oblige  the  committee  with  a  co])y  of 
the  instrument. 

How  many  perch  of  stone  have  been  delivered 
under  said  contract,  and  from  what  place  or  quarry, 
and  what  kind  of  stone? 


gineer  service,  previous  to  the  establishment  of 
the  engineer  department  at  liiis  place,  which 
was  in  April,  1818,  under  circumstances  similar 
to  those  under  which  this  contract  w.ts  formed; 
to  wit:  where  the  frequ  ncy  of  intt-rcourse  with  all 
the  point*,  from  which  proposals  were  hkely  to  be 
offered,  would  admit  of  direct  notifications  beinf 
commiinicated  to  them.  It  appears  that  they  were 
resorted  to  only  when  it  was  uncertain  from  what 
quarter  proposals  would  be  offered,  and  when  it 
was  necessary  to  invite  distant  and  general  compe- 
tition; and  it  is  probable  that  nr-cessity  was  consi- 
dered to  be  applicable  to  the  contracts  for  the 
construction  of  the  fortifications  on  the  G-.ilf  of 
Me.xico,  as  advertisemenis  for  proposals  for  them 
were  published  througliout  the  country,  for  near- 
ly three  months  bt  fore  they  were  formed.  It  ap- 
pears tliHt  this  contract  was  made  strictly  in  con- 
formity to  the  usual  practice  at  that  time,  and  that 
all  the  precautions  were  taken  which  were  requi- 
site to  guard  the  interests  of  the  government,  and 
to  secure  the  contract  on  the  most  moderate  terms. 
I  By  adverting  to  the  po.sition  of  the  works  at  OW 
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P(Mnt  Cointurt  aiui  Uie  liip  liaps,  near  the  moulU  i  after  the  contract  was  formed,  yet  it  is  manifest  iroin 
ot  Chesapeake  Bay,  it  mubt  be  apparent  that  the  them  that  it  was  impossiole  to  form  the  contract 
stone  necessary  tor  the  construction  tliereoi,  would  'upon  terms  more  aiivaniageous  to  the  government. 

riie  proposal  of  Mr.  liioo.ie,  from  James  river,  t'oi' 
stone  of  tile  kind  rtquired,  was  gl  25  per  p-rcii  at 
the  quan},  to  svhicli  being  added  the  expense  of 
frei^iil  to  liich^nond,  ponage  to  Kockei  s,  and 
treiijht  to  Old  Point  Comloit,  the  rate  woulu  be  in- 
creased to  at  least  g4  50.  See  Mr.  Brooks'  propo- 
sal herewith,  marked  C.    I'he  proposal  from  .Vie.ssrs. 


Tiatnrally  be  siiiJjjlied  from  tiie  various  rivers  which 
flow  inlo  t!»at  bay,  and  that  it  must  be  obtained 
from  the  James,  York,  Potomac,  or  Susquehaniuili 
rivers;  and  s:jc;i  appears  to  have  been  the  impres- 
sion of  the  chief  e;:gineer  at  the  time  the  contract 
Was  about  to  be  foraied.  Uis  attention  was  direct- 
ed to  all  I  hose  points,  and  the  owners  of  the  (juar- 


vies  were  inibi-nied  that  the  tjovernment  was  about  McUougall  uniA  Crandall,  from  the  quarners  o.i  th; 
to  form  contract  for  the  sujjpiy  of  the  stone  tiiat  ,  Susqu^hannah,  was  at  tiie  rate  of  go  3u  per  p-.ri;li 
would  be  required  lor  these  works.  Tlie  engineer  ;  delivered;  see  the  propori.d,  dated  t.ie  4.  n  of  August, 
superintending  the  district  embracing  the  Chesa-  !  1818,  together  with  a  letter  trom  Mr.  Crandail,  uat- 
peake,  and  having  special  charge  ot  those  works,  |  ed  the  4iii  of  May  preceding,  herewith  transmitted. 
Was  instructe.l  by  general  Swift  to  take  measures  and  marked  D;  by  the  latter  otvvhich  it  appears  that 
to  ascertain  tlie  price  at  wiiicli  materials  co^iid  be  ,  sioiic  o.iiained  fiom  the  Susquehannah  in  the  cneap- 
obt'^tined  for  their  construction.  In  puisu^nv^e  Laere-  |esl  manm  r,  and  tlie  most  convenient  for  loading, 
of,  capt.  Maurice,  of  ihe  corps  of  enginceis,  wvs  j  without  regard  to  qualitv,  (by  which  it  is  under* 
despatched  to  Riclin:ond,  in  order  to  ascertain  at  Utoud  to  be  loose  stone,  ob.ained  without  the  ex- 
what  price  the  stone  could  be  obtained  from  the    pence  of  quarrying),  would  cost  3  dollars,  the  stone 


quarries  on  James  nver;  the  result  of  his  inquiry 
wa^,  that  the  stone  to  be  prccured  at  tiiat  [joint 
would  cost  §4  to  4  50  the  perch.  Application  at 
tl.e  same  time  whs  made  to  Mi.  Baker,  stone  quar- 
ricr  at  Georgetown,  on  the  I'olomac,  to  know  at 
what  price  stone  could  be  obtained  at  that  point, 
the  result  of  which  was  that  it  would  be  about  tht- 
same  price  as  tlial  on  James  river.  In  addition  to 
tlie^e  inquiries,  colonel  Armisteud  had  actual  ex 
perimcnts  mad?,  by  having  the  stone  quarried  and 
transported  under  his  immediate  direction  and  su- 


bei!:g  ratea  at  oniy  5o  cents  per  perch.  A  propo- 
sal was  also  receivi-d  from  Mr.  Dennison,  ujiun  the 
Susqueluinnah,  at  the  r.^te  of  3  >  50,  but  it  caiin-jt  be 
found;  a  letter,  however,  from  coiiimodore  KodgiTsr, 
recommending  Mr,  Denison,  has  been  found,  and 
is  herewith  transmitted.  Both  of  these  bids  were 
made  after  long  consideration  and  actual  experi- 
ments, made  as  before  staled,  at  the  expense  of  the 
government,  and  may  be  supposed  to  beas  favorable 
as  the  rates  of  freight  and  labor  woul  i  justify.-«- 
From  the  proposal  of  .Mr.  Ycaton,  whicii  is  at  the 


pcrintendence,  the  result  of  which  was  that  it  could   rate  of  4  dollars  per  perch,  and  the  statement  of  Mr. 

not  be  delivered  at  the  works  for  less  th^n  §3  50   Cruttenden,  a  merchant  of  respectability,  and  ex- 

"      t'nsively  engnged  in  shippmg,  and  of  Mr.  Baker 


per  percli.  His  impression  is,  tiiat  the  transporta 
tion  of  so  Inrge  a  quaiUity  ot  slone  as  the  govern 
mem  reqn  red  m;g!it  have  raisetl  the  rale  ot  freight 
to  ^2  50  or  o,  and  in  that  case  the  price  would  have 
been  augmented  in  tiie  proportion  of  the  ddl'erence 
bet  wren  th;ise  rates  a;;d  tnat  upon  which  was  found- 
ed tl;e  estimate  of  5^3  50.  He  considered  the 
contr  :ct  with  Mr.  .'>i:.\  as  being  bighiV  advanta- 
geous to  the  government  at  the  time  it  was  made, 
see  his  certilicate  herev.'ith  accompanying,  and 
marked  A.      I'he  certificate  of  coi.  Armstead  is 


and  Mr.  Pumphrey,  stone  qa.iir;ers,  it  appears  that 
stune  could  not  have  b;?n  delivered  from  the  Po- 
tomac at  that  time  on  terms  as  favorable  as  those  on 
whicu  Mr.  M:x  contracted.  They  tend  ai.so  to  shew 
that  the  intention  of  tlie  government  to  form  the 
contract,  was  well  kno.vn  to  those  whose  interest  it 
would  be  to  undertake  such  a  contract.  Mr.  Crutten- 
den,  attei  two  trips,  did  not  tnink  two  dollars  saifi- 
cient  for  transportation  alone,  and  accordingly  abai>- 
doned  it  at  that  price;  see  p.ipers  marked  E.     The 


conlirmed  by  tliat  of  capt.  Maurice,  marked  B.  by  j  contract  with  .Mr,  Mix  was  formed  upon  proposals 
winch  it  appears  tr.at  the  lowest  ofier  he  received  I  front  liun  tor  supplying  the  stone  from  a  quarry  on 
won'id  have  co-it  ti:e  government  S4^-'>  ^''2:  S^  50  j  York  river,  agreeably  to  two  3pe:imen3  of  different 
at  .Manchester, 75c'.iit3cariage  to  Hockets.aU'i  S2  I q'lalities,  which  acconpanied  his  proposal;  it  ts 
for  freight  f hence  lo  Old  Poini  CoinCori.  j  transmitted  iierewith,  and  m  irked  F    Gmeral  S  vviftr 

\Viiile  these  inqiines  and  exp'crimcn'S  were  con- 1  beir.g  under  the  impression  Ih.tt  the  best  of  the 
dnrt.?il  by  coi.  .\rmistead,  the  superintending eiigi-"|  specimens  v/as  of  a  suitable  quality,  and  the  oifer 
neer,  general  Swifi,  in  order  tha  the  most  accural e  j  being  50  cents  per  perch  lower  than  the  rate  which, 
information  might  be  obtained,  also  employerl  .Mr.  i  by  the  experiments  made  both  by  the  government 
Leckie,  a  s'onc  mason  of  inieihgence  and  txperi-  land  individuuis,  it  could,  under  the  most  advantage- 
ence,  to  examine  tne  several  quaries,  wiili  a  view  to  [  ous  man.igement,  be  furnished,  closed  v.'ith  the  pro 


posa!,  and  formed  the  contract  in  conformity  to  it, 
\i'Ci-  the  delivery  of  a  few  cargoes,  doubts  aross 
respecting  the  suitalileness  of  its  quality,  which, 
upon  its  b-ing  more  critically  examined,  terrninat- 


ascertain  the  lowest  rate  at  whicii  stone  of  a  suitable 
quality  could  be  obtained.  The  result  of  his  in- 
quiries vr.xs,  that  it  could  not  be  siipjdied  fur  less 
than  3»  ^^  P'^-'"  P^''<;h.     He  r<-ported  in   writing, 

but  h'S  report  cannot  be  found.  The  result,  how-  jed  in  t'le  belief  that  it  woujd  not  answer  tlie  pur- 
ever,  is  disiincily  recollectetl  by  the  (.Hlcers  attach- 1  pose  for  v,];ich  it  was  intended.  Mr.  Mi.x  was  noti- 
e<\  to  the  department  who  have  seen  tiie  report. —  j  tied  accordingly,  that  a  further  supply  of  that  kind 
These  various  inquiries  attracted  the  attention  of  |  of  stone  could  not  be  received,  which  involved  the 
the  owners  of  quarries  at  the  various  points  from  {  neccssUy  of  abandcnmg  t!ie  contract  altogether,  or 
which  the  stcme  wouki  naturally  be  supplied,  and  jcf  supplying  stone  of  a  sui'.abic  quality  frum  some 
prodiiced  a  competition  not  ic«s  considerable  than  i  other  point,  Mr,  Mix  protested  against  the  detet- 
if  proposils  had  been  invited  i>y  Hfivertisement, —  ;  mination  of  general  Swift,  on  tlie  ground  that  the 
L.ds  were  accordingly  received  from  the  quarries  at  i  contract  iiad  been  made  in  relation  to  tiiat  particu- 
James,  York,  Potomac,  and  Susquehanna!!  rivers;  ]  lar  kind  of  stone;  tliat  lie  had  made  his  arrange- 
those  froTi  the  last  being  founded  upon  expe."iments  ;  mer.ts  by  purchasing  quarries,  and  that  it  could  not 
made  by  the  permission  of  t!ie  engineer  department  ;  be  delivered  from  any  ctlier  point  cqv:ally  ciicar^; 
and  at  the  expense  of  <iie  government;  and,  al- 1  but,  finaily,  rathe;- th.in  to  lose  the  expenses  he  had 
though  some  of  these  bids  were  received  shortly  lincuvred  m  preparations, he  determined  to  comply 
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with  the  decision  of  the  chief  engineer.  The  de- 
clension in  the  price  of  freight  and  the  expense  of 
quarrying,  which  subsequently  took  place,  has  en- 
abled Mr.  Mix,  notwithstanding  the  loss  occasioned 
to  him  by  the  refusal  of  general  Swift  to  receive  vhe 
York  river  stone,  to  carry  on  the  contract  with  pro 
fit  to  himself.  It  is,  however,  confidently  believed, 
without  such  declension,  the  refusal  of  the  chief  en- 
gineer to  receive  the  York  river  stone,  would  have 
involved  the  contractor  in  serious  consequences, 
and  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  comply  with  his  con 
tract,  as  it  appears  from  facts  which  have  already 
been  statet'.that  stone  could  not  have  been  deliver- 
ed from  any  other  point  for  less  than  §3  50.  In  fact, 
the  contract  at  the  time  was  considered  so  advan- 
tageous to  tlie  government,  that  it  is  understood 
generul  Swift  was  desirous  to  extend  it  to  the 
whole  quantity  required,  which  w.is  declined  by 
the  contractor.  It  is  believed  under  no  other  cir- 
cumstances than  those  which  have  been  mentioned, 
could  the  contract  have  been  made  tor  less  than 
^3  50.  As  the  principal  item  of  expense  was  the 
freight,  which,  as  the  York  river  quarry  was  not 
more  than  a  sixth  of  the  distance  from  the  point  of 
delivery,  of  the  quarries  on  the  Potomac  and  Sus- 
quehannali.the  difference  in  the  freight  in  its  favor 
more  than  compensated  for  the  additional  expense 
of  getting  out  the  stone  from  it.  Whether  the  act  of 
— — ,  1809,  required  that  proposals  for  contracts 
should  be  advertised,  it  would  be  improper  for  me 
to  offer  an  opinion.  It  is,  however,  but  due  to  ge- 
neral Swift  to  state,  that,  on  inquiry,  it  is  ascertain- 
ed that  tlie  practice  of  forming  contracts  witliout 
advertising,  which  has  already  been  stated  as  being 
usual  in  the  engineer  service  previously  to,  and  at 
the  time  of  forming  this  contract,  equally  extended 
to  every  other  branch  of  the  government.  It  is 
particularly  ascertained  to  have  been  the  practice 
in  the  ordnance  and  quartermasters'  departments, 
and  in  the  general  land  office  attached  to  the  trea- 
sury department,  as  will  appear  by  the  statemeni 
from  Mr,  Meigs,  transmitted  herewith,  and  marked 
G.  Even  higher  example  may  be  quoted  for  its 
autlioiity.  Among  other  instances  which  miglu 
be  referred  to,  it  is  sufficient  to  cite  the  contract 
made  in  1815,  by  the  secretary  of  war  with  captain 
Thomas  Clark,  for  dyking  the  Pea  Patch,  and  that 
made  by  the  ordnance  department  in  1816,  under 
the  sanction  of  the  secretary  of  war,  with  Mr.  G 
Boyd,  for  supplying  ten  thousand  stand  of  arms, 
tools,  materials  he.  for  the  use  of  the  ordnance  de- 
partment; for  neither  of  which  contracts  was  there 
any  advertisement.  It  is  believed  there  were  many 
other  instances,  and,  in  fact,  that  it  was  t!ie  uni- 
versal  practice. 

Second  inquiry.  *'Was  there  any  surety  for  ^lix, 
the  contractor?  If  so,  you  will  oblige  t;ie  commit- 
tee with  a  c"py  of  theinstrumeiitf" 

Aiisiuer,  Mr.  Mix's  contract  was  accompanied 
by  a  bond  for  its  faitliful  execution,  in  »iie  penal 
sum  of  §20,000,  with  sureties,  whicii  were  approv- 
ed and  cerlitied  to  be  compi-tenl  by  tfie  recorder 
of  the  ciiy  of  New  York.  Cojjies  of  tlie  contract 
and  bond  are  herewith  transmitted,  rnarked  11. 

Tliird  inquiry.  "How  many  perch  of  stone  have 
been  delivered  under  said  contract,  and  from  what 
place  or  quarry,  and  wliat  kind  ol  stoneP"' 

^'insiver.  The  whole  quantity  delivered  is  S7',964J 
perches.  It  h-u  been  delivered  from  various  places, 
of  which,  hov.-ever,  no  arcount  has  been  kept. — 
The  princi()al  deliveries  liave  been  from  the  quar- 
ries on   tlie   Potoniac,  near  Georgetown.     Except 


the  few  cargoes  delivered  from  York  river,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  contract,  as  has  been  stated, 
the  stone  has  been  granite. 

Fourth  inquiry.  "In  what  manner,  or  how,  was 
the  deliveries  ascertained?" 

Answer,  At  the  commencement  of  the  contract, 
the  quantity  was  ascertained  by  actual  measure- 
ment on  the  deck  of  the  vessel;  but,  being  accom- 
panied with  much  delay,  and  some  uncertainty,  it 
was  changed  to  marking  the  depression  of  the  ves- 
sels in  the  water  before  discharging  the  cargoes, 
and  then  accurately  measuring  the  quantity  of  stone 
of  which  they  consisted,  the  process  being  occa- 
sionally repeated,  to  test  its  accuracy.  As  con- 
nected with  this  point,  I  furnish  herewith,  marked 
I,  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  relating  to  it,  of 
colonel  Gratiot,  the  engineer  charged  with  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  works,  with  this  department, 
which  will  afford  more  particular  information.  It 
is  proper  to  observe,  that,  with  respect  to  this  con- 
tract, the  perch  is  estimated  at  25  cubic  feet,  while 
at  the  Pea  Patch,  it  is  estimated  at  22  feet,  and  at 
some  other  places,  particularly  at  Niagara  and' 
Rouse's  Point,  as  low  as  16^  feet. 

Fifth  inquiry.  "Has  the  contractor.  Mix,  sold 
his  contract?  and,  if  so,  to  whom?  when?  and  at 
what  price  per  perch?  if  known  to  the  war  de- 
partment. Has  a  new  contract  been  made  with  the 
person  to  whom  Mix  sold?  and,  if  so,  has  security 
been  given?" 

Answer,  The  whole  of  the  contract,  except  one 
fourth,  which  has  been  transferred  to  Messrs  Howes, 
Goldsborough,  and  company,  of  HavredeGrace, 
with  the  assent  of  the  department,  remains  in  the 
name  of  Mr.  Mix,  for  which  he  and  his  securities 
are  responsible.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  a 
sub-contract  was  made  with  major  Vandeventer, 
for  one  half  of  the  contract,  some  time  after  its  for. 
mation;  but,  as  the  arrangement  was  a  private  one 
between  Mr.  Mix  and  major  Vandeventer,  and  the 
latter  was  not  recognized  by  the  department,  he 
has  not  been  responsible  to  the  government  ibr  any 
part  of  the  contract,  which  still  remains  in  the 
name  of  Mr.  Mix,  with  the  exception  of  the  fourth 
above  stated.  Thetern.sand  conditions  on  which 
Mr  MiX  miy  have  disposed  of  any  part  of  his  con- 
tract, have  never  been  communicated  to  this  de- 
partment. No  new  contract  has  been  made  with 
Messrs.  Goldsborough  and  company.  Tlicy  are 
;jound  by  tlie  stipulations  of  tlie  original  contract 
for  the  performance  of  the  portion  thereof  of  which 
liiey  have  become  possessed,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
bond  given  by  them  for  its  faithful  execution,  a 
copy  of  which,  and  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Mix,  un- 
der which  they  were  recognized  as  the  owners  of 
the  fourth  of  the  contract,  are  transmitted  herewith, 
and  marked  K. 

I  have  just  received  a  reply  to  an  application 
made  to  Mr.  Mix,  requesting  him  to  state  what  had 
been  tlie  cost  of  the  stone  first  delivered  under  his 
contract.  It  is  founded  on  the  expense  of  freight 
and  quarrying,  as  ascertained  by  the  charter  par- 
ties, and  bill  of  the  quarrier,  compared  with  the 
qu.in'ity  delivered.  Copies  of  the  charter  parties^ 
an<l  of  the  bill  of  the  quarrier,  together  with  Mr. 
Mix's  letter,  are  transmitted  herewith,  and  mark- 
ed L. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALEX.  MAC0M3. 
jyiaj.  ffen.  chief  engineer. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  of  war. 
(to  be  cojjtinued). 
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To  prevent  a  break  in  the  papers  when  the  vo 
lume  is  bound  up,  the  documents  about  the  "Ulp 
Rap  contract"  take  precedence  in  this  sheet.     Tlie 
editorial  and  miscellaneous  articles  commence  in 
pag'e  263.  


["Rip  Rap  contract" — coiiiinried.] 
A. 
FiTt  irashington,  Jlpril  26,  1S22. 

I  certify,  that,  in  the  years  1817  and  1318,  I  was  iiistvneled 
by  RPDeral  Joseph  G.  Swift,  then  chief  engineer,  to  make  inquiry 
i\\ut  respect  to  the  priee  of  materials  for  the  fortifications  alioui 
til  be  erected  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  of  which  I  was  the  loc?.l  <  n- 
pri^'er,  a.nd  agreeably  to  his  instructions  I  ordered  captain 'I'.  W. 
M:>iirice,  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  to  procet'd  to  Kichmond  and 
fxaniinethc  stone  quarries  and  the  quality  of  the  stone,  tojfither 
with  the  price  per  perch,  delivered  at  the  nearest  point  ofnavi 
jjahle  transportation.  His  report  justified  me  in  concluding 
tliat  t!r  stone  necessary  for  construction,  would  cost  the  govern- 
ment from  (bur  dollars  to  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  Under 
such  circumst»"Cts,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  abandon  the  project  of 
g>^tting  stone  from  the  neighborhood  of  Richmond,  and  applied 
to  jMr.  Baker,  the  stone  quarrier,  at  the  falls  of  Potomac,  (I  think 
tally  in  the  year  1813),  who  stated  to  me,  from  ihe  best  recol- 
lection I  have  of  the  subject,  that  he  would  not  engage  to  deli- 
ver stone  at  Old  Point  for  less  than  four  dollars  or  four  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  perch.  1  gave  to  this  subjest  all  the  notoriety 
possible  by  verbal  observation,  and  found  no  offers.  When  I  un- 
iterstood  that  the  contract  was  n.adeat  three  dollars,  I  thought  it 
one  of  the  most  advantageous  contracts  that  could  have  been 
made  under  existing circutrntances. 

Uefore  this  contract  was  entered  into,  I  had  made  experiments, 
by  having  the  stone  quarried  near  Gi-orgetown,  by  laborers  hired 
by  the  United  States,  and  found  that  it  could  not  be  procured  and 
carried  to  Old  Poiut  Comfort,  and  there  landed,  for  less  than 
three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  perch,  together  with  the  great 
tincertainty  of  getting  vessels  to  transport  it,  gave  me  no  reasona- 
ble hope  tl:at  so  extensive  a  work  would  be  conducted  properly 
without  the  price  was  greatly  enhanced  for  the  transportation  of 
the  materials.  1  shouhl,  as  the  agent  of  the  government,  have 
bad  to  offer  from  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  to  three  dollars  ptr 
perch,  to  li-ave  ensured  at  that  time  an  adequate  supply.  The 
contract  certainly  was  an  advantageous  one,  at  the  time  the  en- 
gagement took  place,  and  saved  the  government  many  thousand 
dollars.  W.  K.  ARMISTKAD,  late  thief  engineer. 

B. 
Certificate  ofcaptnin  Maw-ice. 

Futt  IVashiujiton.  Jmi.  26, 1822. 

1  cerlifr,  on  honor,  that,  in  the  month  of'junt,  1817,  1  was  or- 
dered by  lieutenant  colonel  Walker  K.  Arniistead,  commanding 
2(1  engineer  depiirtment,  to  proceed  to  Richmond,  Viigiuia,  and 
there  examine  the  quarries  of  stone  in  the  vicinity  of  tiiat  city, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  what  such  could  be  had  fin"  from  thence, 
delivered  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  Virgiuis,  when  thefellowing  pro- 
posals Were  made  to  me,  viz: 
Dr.  Trent,  of  Manchester. 

For  blown  granite,  on  the  8pot,(per  pereli),  dolls.  1  SO 

face        do.  do.  2  00 

Mr  Kincaid,  above  the  falls  of  .lames  river. 

For  the  same  delivered  at  the  shipping  place,  lower  end 

of  the  city  of  Riehuioml,  3  25 

and  the  transportation  from  thence  to  Old  Point  Comfort,  from 
ilie  best  information  I  could  collect,  could  not  be  had,  at  that 
xisne,  fur  less  than  two  dollars  per  pircli. 

THKO.  W.  51AURICE,  capt.  eng. 
C. 
Mr.  BroDk's  pyohomls. 

Jiic/unanil,27lh  June,  ISIR. 

Hfflr  iii"— Agreeable  to.j'onr  request  to  me  in  Noi-lolk,  to  state 
(o  you  on  what  terms  I  would  furnish  stone  from  rav  quarry,  I 
IHJW  think  proptf  to  state  to  you  that  this  quarry  lies  twenty  live 

miles  above  this  pla«e,  one  fourth  of  a  mih   up creek,  which 

ft  navigable  for  boats  of  any  burthen  that  can  navigatt  the  river 
Jielow,  and  I  will  furnisli  the  stonf-,  on  the  bank  of  said  creek,  to 
the  amount  of  100  or  150  perch  per  day,  until  any  quantity  we 
may  contract  for  is  furnished,  having  abont  100  hands  now  en- 
gaged on  a  building  in  the  neiglihurbnod  that  will  soon  be  com- 
pleted, at  the  Ibllowing  prices,  viz:  For  stone  three  feet  and  un- 
der, one  dollar  and  iwenty-five  cents  per  pereli;  for  stone  over 
three  feet  and  under  five  in  length,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents; 
over  five  and  net  exceeding  seven  feet  in  length,  one  dollar  and 
sevtnty.five  cents  per  perch,  and,  if  any  should  be  wanting  over 
seven, and  not  exceeding  tenftet  in  length,  two  dollars  and  twen- 
ty-five cents.  It  is  unecissary  to  say  any  thing  with  respect  to 
the  quality  of  the  rock,  as  the  piece  I  showed  you  in  Norfolk  was 
a  fair  sample  of  it.  I  shall  be  glad  of  yonr  answer  as  soon  as 
convenient,  having  propcuitions  from  the  Dock  compiny  of  this 
place,  for  about  30,000  perch,  though  wniiM  prefer  a  larger  con 
ttgct.            Yours,  respectfully,  7.^^H^HIAf(  BROOKS. 

G-pnerfil  Swift. 
Vi-V.  \'X1I'. 17. 


D. 

Proposals  of  Crandali  and  Mc  Diigall. 

frashingtun,Sth  Aug.  1818. 
Crandali  and  McDug.ill,  of  Port  Di-posit",  will  engage  todeliv^i 
er  any  quantity  of  first  rate  building  stone,  at  Old  Puiut  Com* 
f'irt,  for  three  Hollars  lift)  cents  per  percti.  If  neC'^ssary,  they 
will  deliver  the  stone  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  perches  per 
month;  and  having  a  good  sawtnill,  and  pkuty  of  lumber  on 
hand,  together  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  buihling  a'ld  work- 
manship, they  are  persuaded  they  can  do  the  wood  work  assati*" 
factorily,  and  on  as  reasonable  terms,  as  any  other  oerious  in  tha 
United  States.  CRANDALL  &  McDUGALL. 

D. 
Commodore  Rui/ger''s  letter, 

ll^nMngton  ciltj,  March  13, 1818. 
Sir:  Mr.  Denlson,  who  hands  you  this,  has  very  extensive  stona 
quarries  near  the  mouth  of  the  Susquehaniiab,  of  the  best  quality 
foe  building.  .Mr.  D.  is  desirou*  of  contracting  for  the  delivery 
of  B  large  quantity,  and  has  it  in  his  power  to  fulfil  any  engage- 
ments he  may  enter  into.  With  great  respect,  I  have  the  lion- 
or  to  be,  8ic. 

JNO.  R0DGER3. 
Brig.  Gen.  Swift,  tie,  &c.  &c  Washington. 

D. 
Allason  CrandaWs  proposal. 

Port  neposite,Mmj  4,  181S. 
On  my  return  to  Baltimore,  I  made  search  for  vessels,  and  offcr^ 
edtwodollars  fifty  cents  per  perch  fur  the  stone;  1  then  came  oij 
here  and  have  got  the  promise  of  two,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents,  but  they  will  not  go  while  they  can  get  a  freight 
here,  which  will  not  last  more  than  this  week.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  I  shall  load  one  the  last  of  this  week,  so  as  to  arrive  at  the 
fort  by  the  middle  of  next.  These  first  stone  will  cost  three  dol- 
lars, and  I  wish  you  would  make  it  suit  to  pay  at  least  one  half 
the  freight  on  delivery  of  the  stone,  as  the  vessels  will  not  pro- 
mise to  go  more  than  once.  I  am  well  assnred  that  when  the 
thing  is  begun,  there  may  be  vessels  enough.  Until  then,  I  re" 
main  yours  sincerely,  AI.LASON  CRANDALL. 

Gen.  y.  G.  S-anft. 

N.  B.  The  first  stone  will  not  be  a  sample,  as.  I  shall  ^et  them 
in  the  cheapest  manner,  and  the  handiest  for  the  vessels,  to  make 
the  thing  more  flattering.  Wh"n  I  am  apprised  of  thi  value  of 
the  stone,  I  will  send  the  sample.  Should  this  meet  your  entire 
approbation,  you  will  let  me  ttave  a  line  from  you.  A.  C. 

E. 
Certificate  of  Hn  Cruttendef},  respecting fi  eight. 

Georgctcnvn,' April  28,  1822. 
In  the  summer  of  1818  I  made  a  trial  of  tratisporting  stone  to 
Old  Point  Comfort  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  what  it  ciuld  be 
done  for;  after  making  two  trips,  (ler  sloop  Java,,  and  for  which  I 
received  two  dollars  per  perch,  1  did  not  think  the  business  wotrth 
following,  and  therefore  abandoned  it.    Respectfully, 

JOliL  CRUTTENDEN. 
E, 
Certificate  of  Lloyd  Puinlthreij,  aito  expense, 

GrurgciOTvn,  April  29,  1822. 
I  certify  that  I  wijBengaged  in  the  years  1817-13  in  quarrying' 
and  sliipping  stone  to  Oltl  Point  Comfint,  and  found  it  very  ^'tf- 
ficnit  to  obtain  vessels  to  take  stone  at  two  dollars  per  perch 
freight;  some  few  tried  if,  but  said  they  could  not  make  a  busi- 
ness of  it,  as  it  would  not  pay  expenses.  The  cost  of  quirrying 
and  putting  on  board  was  considered  to  be  worth  about  on  dol- 
lar and  a  quarter  per  perch,  making  about  three  dollurs  and 
twenty-five  cents  delivered.  In  1820,  Mr.  Baker  and  myself  got 
three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  stone  at  Nia'fblk. 

LLOVDPUMPHRET. 
E. 
Mr.  Teaton^s  propnsnls: 

A/e.Ttandria,  7th  of  Atignxt,  18I9» 
Sii — Having  heretofore  supplied  T''ort  Washington,  (and  con- 
tracted for  t)id  Point),  with  stone  lime,  agreealile  to  an  agree- 
ment with  colonel  Artnistead,  at  the  very  low  price  of  two  dol- 
lars thirty-seven  and  an  b.ilf  cents  per  cask,  I  expected  and 
believed  1  was  to  furnish  the  whole  required  at  those  places;  and 
if  it  meets  your  approb-ition,  I  should  like  to  furnish  what  may 
be  wanted  for  the  w>rks  oh  the  Chesapeak*  bay,  on  the  same  tc  rni»J 
say  in  all  the  month  of  A(>ril,  six  hundred  casks,  or  more  if 
wanted,  end  continue  through  the  summer  and  fall.  Casks  per 
month  as  may  be  r  quired. 

This  price  is  less  than  ought  to  be  given,  for  I  can  affonl^, 
yet  as  I  underrtood  hy  my  /'resent  ronfract,  at  the  time  the  propu. 
sals  Were  made,  (was  for  all  the  lime  wanteil  at  those  places),  I 
am  willing  to  furnish  the  quantity  at  that  )>rice. 

Whil"  I  was  complying  with  my  contract,  lime  was,  and  ij  no* 
selling  here  at  from  two  dollars  seventy-five  cents  to  three  dol- 
lars per  cask. 

1  also  take  the  liberty  to  ofTer  the  following  proposals  f« 
furnishing  stoue  at  Old  Point. 

For  the  gr.-y  grani'e  roe1«,  «<  taken  from  the  qjlarry,  (•jtir  doOftM 
tier  perfTr. 


^6J 


SiLiiS'  UEGlfeTKK-  iVSE  £i,  ibi.-2-iai'  ilAP  CUNTllACT. 


W.Y EATON. 


Fur  tul  pranite  for  cordon,  or  copiii,^,  measured  in  t'lc  usual  y  I. 

v'ay.  osii.  Jjilai-  per  foul,  ihe  (|<iaiitiij   iiii)  tinic  of  dtli^ury  iii.<)'  I  Extrrict  of  a  letter  ofhutritrCions  to  capialn  F.  Lewis,  oftheeus'i- 

liter.',,  (tlit:nintliitciiipni-unj  commund  of  tlietvorks ui Old  Point 
Cwijort.) 

^■En^hieerilefmrhnent,  ll'as/dnpon,  IsiJane,  1320. 

"Sliould  tlie  nioiln  preseribMl  by  tliedepanineut  fur  asccrfaiiiiii? 

llic<lclivi-riFs,  lie  not  sufficiently  guaiTUtl  to  prtvent  sucli  [alleged] 

abusts, you  will  aii'ipt  proyer  jjrccautioiis,  and,  if  necessary.  Ii«ve 

j  Biifh  dilivtry   ptrcliVd  by    a   j>ro|)i^r  nieasurcr.     It   is   sui>|>ose<l, 

liowtv-r,  tliju  tlie  ciuiiiug  plan  will  obviate  the  neesssity  of  inea- 


'  ariijnp'd  lo  DKCt  your  v.iili.:^. 
VcTV  respeclful'ly,  Sec 
To  gsiitial  Szu'fC. 


John  n: 


I  lit-reb)  ciiliCj,  timr,  SI 
stune  fur  tbe  Hip  Kaps  w 


vi\,  1822. 
tuniisbing 


E. 

iifiAt/'i  cerlijiciife. 

Gi:i/ri;cto\i.'n,  'ZOlfi 

tbe  tiiiie  lie  cii'traet  I  ^ 

i  a')uiit  to  l)e  given  oui,  I  was  soileicil 
It)  oJi.r  for  tbe  iaiiie,i-.nd,  uodi-rstanUinj;  luat  ;(-.,-ic  were  otferi  l.>r 
iaid  contia.-t.al  a  lower  rite  tlian  1  lliuii;;ht  would  be  prolit.'.ble, 
(■•■eliued  i..'f.riiig-,  and  al.o  do  luribcr  ecriify,  ihat  il  was  my 
iipinion,  when  1  htanlof  tbe  price  major  .■>ri.\  w^i  to  K-''  '>"'  de- 
livcritig  said  sioiie,  tbr-.t  it  vvas  an  U;ipro(itable  contract  at  the 
time;  fartber,  I  will  ilale.  l!iaf,in  the  year  eightv4;n  hundred  and 
twenty,  1  eontraeted  to  H.li>er  stone  at  Norfolk,  to  the  canal  com- 
P3UJ,  at  Ibrtc  dullais  and  iiity  cenis  per  pereli. 
'      ■*  JOHN  \V.  l!.\K{CH. 

V. 

EHJu.'t  Mix's  j'iroposcls. 

ll'c.shiii,t;ton,Z5d  Jiibj,  1813. 

Sir~\  o.r.r  to  deliver  at  O'.iX  Point  CoUifort  from  1  iu  150,C00 
|!eieit  ol' stone,  at  tluve  duliars  per  l>ereli,  ol' sample  No.  1  exhi- 
bited; i  will  deliver  »i  the  same  place  liom  1  to  2.000  perch  of  tbe 
sample  No.  2, for  twodoiiars  and  seventy-five  cents  a  pci-clc. 

I  otiir  baai\iel  Couprr,  Jamca  Oakle)-,  and  .^luiKUer  ilchliins,  as 
tecurUies,  in  sucb  sums  as  may  he  a^^reed  upon  for  the  ptrform- 
ance  of  any  contract  1  may  u»aki;  with  t.be  United  States.  1 
have  the  iniiior  to  be,  ific.  ELIJ.\H  iMtX. 

Urigadii;» general  •Su-Ji',  cbief  engineer,  United  btatcs. 

<s. 

Gt.-itral  land  c^.ce,  AprH.rZ,  1322. 
Sir— In  answer  (•>  your  nifiuiry  as  to  the  manner  of  disposing 
of  the  lead  mines  or  sail  a;>nngs  ou  tbe  public  lanJs.  I  have  lo 

s.tat( :  .... 

'1  bat  the  practice  lias  been  to  aiiply  to  the  re-^ister  and  re- 
ttivur  ot  liicotHca  in  wliuse  disinet  tl;e  mine  or  siiring  is,  or  to 
ibe  lecardtr  of  !ani)  titles  in  Missouri,  for  leases;  which  leas -s  are 
siibmitleil  to  the  approbation  or  rr.iectioti  of  the  prtsnlent  of  the 
Uuiteu  States.  It  I. as  not  been  cus'.oir.ary  to  advertise  for  the 
disivosui  of  luines  or  spiilii'S.    1  ai.i,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

'  JObl.ia  MEIGS. 

Major  Vaiii'scv^nter, 

n, 

Thi9  ajrsement,  nvade  between  Joseph  G.  Swift,  on  the  part 
ol  the  A'ardopaitnier.l  of  the  Unii.ed  Slates  on  the  on«  Jiari,  and 
Elijah  Mix,ol  N-w  York,  of  thcotliKr  pa^t,  witiiessttli,  In  a  die 
saidKli  ill  Mix  ogiees  to  deliver  one  liundrtu  and  lifiy  thouiaml 
jierchoi  Xionc,  from  the  banks  of  York  river,  Virgiiria,  agreeably 
ij  3am;)f'i  this  day  lodged  in  the  en;;iifter  department,  at  Old 
Point  Con  Vil  and  the  Kip  Hap  Shoal«,  in  flanipi-Mi  Uosds,  Vir- 
ginia, at  tiie  rate  ot  not  Uss  than  three  thousand  perch  a  month, 
toaifiieuemg  fy  the  fifteenth  of  Si-pten;btr,  1£18.  And  the  atore- 
said  .lostpli  O.  Swift  agrees  to  paj',  or  tsase  to  be  paid  hiKi,ihe 
said  Elijah  Mix,  three  iluilars  a  p^ich  fur  every  pereli  of  stout 
delivered  el  thoaliovenieinioujd  places  agreeably  to  this  contract. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  beieuiito  set  our  hands  ftiid  seals, 
this  twcoiyliflh  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eiehtcen,  at  the  ciiy  of  Wasbingnm. 

^  J.  G.  SWIFT,  [Seal.T 

ELIJAH  MIX,  [Seal.] 

'Witness:    C.  VaTidevatter, 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  Tl.nt  we,  Elijah  Mix,  Samuel 
Cooper,  and  James  Oakhy, are  heltl  anU  tirmly  bound  to  the  Uuii- 
eO  Stales  of  Aaierica,  ill  tbe  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  law- 
fol  money  ul  the  United  states,  for  which  payment,  w  ell  and  truly 
to  be  iv.ade,  we  bind  cur»elves  and  each  ot  us,  our  and  each  of 
our  litirs,  executors  ami  admiiiiitraturs,  for  and  in  the  whole, 
j.iintly  and  severally,  liriuly  by  these  preSLDls.  Sealed  with  our 
stals,  and  dated  lh«  fitili  tlav  of  August,  iu  tbe  year  of  our  Lord 
(Mie  iboujand  tight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  of  the  icdefeu- 
dence  of  the  United  States  tbe  forty-tliird. 

Tbe  coudiiioa  ot  the  uliove  obligation  is  such.  That  whereas 
the  Hbove  boimden  Elijah  Mix.  has  contracted  with  Jos«ph  G. 
Kwitt,  U.  Slites'  chief  entiueer,  to  deliver  one  liundred  and  tifiy 
thousand  perch  of  stone  at  Old  I'oinl  Comfort,  Virginia:  Now,  if 
the  said  Elijah  Mi.\  does  faithfully  perform  bis  part  of  the  said 
qoutract,  then  the  alove  obligaliuu  to  be  void,  otherwise,  to  re- 
luaiii  iu  fu!l  force  aud  virtue. 

ELIJAH  MIX,  [Seal.] 

SAMUEL  COOPER,    [Stab] 
JAMES  OAKLEV,       [Scab] 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence 

of  Edward  Maiii)inUr,t<jr  E.  Mix, 
11.  Hiker 

The  sureties  having  been  by  me  duly  sworn,  I  do  hereby  ap- 
prove of  ibem  as  good  and  sufficient.'  New  York,  ath  August, 
1818.  K.  Ullilitt. 

L 

Extract  of  a  letter  ofinstnictiantto  licut,  colonel  CraCiot. 
"Lrij^inccr  de^tartmcn:,  Washington,  August  19,  1819. 
"The  draiijcbt  of  their  f  essols  to  be  marked,  and  several  car- 

goes  of  eacii  vessel  lo  be  nmasuied,  and  if  tbe  results  shall  be  sa- 
sfactorily  conclusive  of  the  correctness   of  ;liaj  ipotle  of  asttf 
taiaing  the  njcasureiBtut,  \^pn  5>»  ^tfopt  it.J' 


siniTig  each  load,  which  process  is  objectionable  on  the  score  o 
tlie  lichiy  to  which  it  is  subject.  Have  each  vessel  accurately 
perch<d,  and  litr  watermark,  whun  properly  loaded,  permanently 
lixtd  uiiuii  her,  and  e.\aiiined  as  oftni  as  may  be  necessary,  ta 
preveiu  iiauds,  whether  she  has  her  true  oallast,  atid  is  free  from 
water  kentledge,  or  other  unnecessary  lumber." 

J. 
Extract  nfa  letisrfrom  lleut,  cot,  C.  GraUot  to  the  hoti.  secrelanj 
of  ii'ar. 

'Fort  Monroe,  lOth  June,  1820. 
"  That  respecting  the  frauds  supposed  to  exist  in  the  deliverie* 
of  sK  ne  at  the  Kip  Kaps,  and  this  post,  the  inoJes  of  measure- 
ment are  such  at  both  plac's  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  for 
captains  of  vessels  to  attf-mpt  imposition  on  the  olJ'icersand  other 
persons  charged  with  that  duty,  without  immediate  detection. 

."Capt.  Lewis  has  had  charge  of  the  delivery  .At  the  Kip  Raps,, 
and  had  to  assist  liim  Mr.  superintendent  Smith,  and  three  stout; 
measurers  of  approved  character,  of  great  zeal  and  activity  for  the 
public  wcltaie  and  interest,  who  made  it  their  invariable  vule 
with  all  vessels  discharging  on  marks,  to  have  them  brought  io 
smooth  water,  pumped  ilry,  the  iiiii  e.\amiiiifii;  if  found  free  of  wa* 
ter,  the  marks  ii'ere  -.ext  inspeettd,  to  see  if  they  >were  down  pre- 
vious to  their  being  ;llr3weil  to  unlade.  These  vessels  are  not  per» 
niitted  to  make  :nore  than  three  trips  without  being  re-measured, 
and  this  reineasuren:cnt  is  renewed  when  least  expected,  frequent- 
ly at  successive  trips.  In  most  instances  ihe  mark  vessels  carry 
no  ballast. 

'•The  mode  for  marking  is  to  take  the  vesseis  in  smooth  water, 
where  they  are,  by  pnmpinc;, freed  of  the  water  they  may  contain; 
after  which  the  distance  of  tbe  water  line  is  carefnily  measured 
externa'dy  to  some  irremovable  part  of  tbe  stern  and  bow,  which 
i;isianccs  are  noted  in  a  bonk.  The  load  is  then  discharged  in 
the  manner  tliat  vessels  on  freight  are,  to  ascertain  their  contents. 
"Vessels  carrying  ballast,  have  the  ballast  as  well  as  the  loaded 
marks.  To  Msi;ertai;i  the  cunients  of  cargoes  on  freight,  the  stone 
is  nmoved  in  parcels  from  the  hold  to  thcdeck?,  where  it  is  closely 
packed  in  rectangular  masses,  and  measured  by  multiplying  the 
length  and  I'readih  into  the  depth,  to  determine  the  cubical  con» 
tents  ol  each  parcel.  An  accuiiiit  u  kept  of  each  measureineut, 
stating  tbe  number  of  cubical  feet  and  inches,and  the  aggregate 
of  the' whole  calculated  at  the  proper  otiice,  in  the  presence  of 
the  agents  of  tiie  conlractors.  to  whom  receipts  are  given.  The 
sums  of  the  deliveries  are  divided  by  twenty-live,  thereby  allowing 
one  quarter  of  a  foot  in  the  length  of  the  perch  for  vacuities." 

K. 

Georgetotcn,  \Vh  Jjiril,  1S2I. 
.V.T— .Mr.  1[.  Goldsborough  having  purchased  from  Mr.  S. 
Cooper  the  undelivered  pari  of  one-fourth  of  my  contract,  I  have 
ii'J  objection  to  bis  being  recognizeil  by  the  government  as  the 
owner  thcreol,  and  to  their  giving  orders  for  payment  to  he  made 
10  him,  or  to  such  persons  as  he  may  aulhori/.e  lo  receive  it  foi* 
bim,  without  fiuther  authority  from  me,  for  tba  deliveries  that 
have  already  been  made,  or  that  may  hereafter  "be  made  thereon, 
pro^idcd  the  responsibility  now  altaching  to  me,  for  the  due  ful- 
blineni  of  lbs  v.  hide  contract,  be  so  modilied  as  to  transfer  from 
ms  to  him  so  much  thereof  as  will  apply  to  the  portion  withdrawn, 
as  above  stated,  from  my  jurisdiction,  and  proiided,  also,  tbe  go- 
vcriimeiil  will  exonerate'  nic  from  obligjtioiis  to  liquidate  one 
(ourih  of  the  ten  thousand  dollars  advanced  by  them  on  the  cou- 
tract,  holding  him  liable  threfor. 

The  foregoing  I  will  consider  to  be  binding  on  me  whenever  i 
shall  receive  a  notification  of  iis  acceptance  by  lbs  x^ar  depart 
ment. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  ELIJAH  MIX. 

Hon,  J.  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  of  war, 

K. 
Know  all  men  hy  these  presents,  that  we,  major  John  Davidson 
and  Richard  Y.  Guldsborongh,  both  of  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia,  are  held  and  tirmly  bound  unto  the  United  States  ol' 
America,  in  the  just  and  lawful  sum  oi  liva  thousand  dollars, for 
the  payment  wLereof,  well  and  truly  to  he  made,  we  binil  our- 
selves und  each  of  ui,  our  and  each  of  our  heirs,  administrators, 
and  assigns,  jointly  and  severally,  tlnuly  by  these  presents.  Sealed, 
with  onr  seals,  and  dated  the  Cfteent'i  cay  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hunJied  and  twenty-one. 

Whereas,  ou  the  twmty-fifth  of  July,  1813,  tbe  war  depart 
ment  of  th»  United  Slates,  by  lheirflg«t't  Joseph  G.  Swift,  entered 
into  a  contract  with  Elijah  Mix,  of  Georgetown,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  for  the  delivery,  at  Old  Point,  Comfort  and  the  Kip 
Uap  Shoals,  in  Hampton  KuaJs,  Va.  of  150,000  perches  of  stone, 
for  whicli  payment  was  to  be  made  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
per  perch,  as  by  reference  to  said  contract  will  fully  appear:  And 
whereas  the  said  Miji,  by  an  instrument  of  writing, dated  the  24tU 
of  April,  1819,  did  sell  and  convey  to  Christopher  VajudeTentqr, 
of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  one  half  part  (75,500 
perches)  of  said  contract:  und  WLherws  the  said  Vandeventer  did, 
on  the  20th  Januai-y,  1820,  sell  and  convey  to  major  Saraurt  Coop  . 
er.of  New- York,  one  half  of  his  interest  in  said  contract,  uamely 
37,500  pircbes:  and  whereas  tbe  said  Cooper  did,  on  the  1st  day  » 
July,jl820,  sell  and  convey  to  Henry  Denison,  of  Maryland,  Fran 
ei^  LeiBatroi),  of  N.  Yotli.  and  Howes  Goldsborough.  of  Jlary laud. 
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i;om|io5ing  the  fii ni  of  Howts  Golilsliorongli  h  Co.  Iili  entire  ripfit 
tij.  anil  ill,  saiJ  tuiitiact,  as  derivcil  fVoni  said  Vaiidevemer,  l)tii'r' 
till?  37.500  perclii-s  last  mf-ritionwl,  or  so  many  thi-rir^los  lemaiiKd 
til  h^^  deliveri'l,  uliiili  suld  lisjlii  n  hereby  rpcD^nizi-il  by  ilii*  ijn- 
vtriinifiit  ol'llit-  United  States,  aiiJ  also  tlie  right  of  snid  Howts 
<li)lifslii.roiij;h  !k  Cit,  (u  prtiticipi.tt  in  any  a.lvaiitngcs  which  may 
hirf-aCur  be  e\it-ndi  rl  ii,  th.iuiii'iiiai  ooiiirjn;«.:)r,  lh>-  said  Mix; 

Now,  tlip  ('on()i(ii>!i  of  this  ul<iit;:iti<iii  is  ii;th,  that  if  the  said 

Huvvts  Guldsbaroii};'!  St  Co.  shail  d  •Iht,  ortaine  to  be  delivered, 

.IVum  qiiurriis  on  ilie  Siisqiitliaiinali  river,  the  residue  of  ihe  37J0O 

perchi  s  of  stone,  before  inentian^d,   of  snili  qnality  and  sizi-  es 

^  .the  S'-eri'tary  of  uar  shall  ajipriive,  and  at  ilieator>-said  Old  Point 

fonilijit  or  the  Ui|)  Uajis,  as  the  said  secretary    may    d.terinine 

^  ii|>on,then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  remain  i:i  full 

'  Corte  and  virtue. 

JOHN  DAVinSON,  [Swtl.] 

KiCHD.  Y.  GOLDSBOROUGH,  [Seal  J 
Teste:  Briee  .T.  Goldsborun|i;ii, 


pL-r»oiially  known  to  n'le,  ;  the  said  si 


onpeteiit  to  the  jiaynieot  of  tli-  J  Elijah  Mix  ai.d  Gtoru;.-  Cui)|«:r  (iitd^e  m  llif  siiJ  flaney  Uune 
iluri;  iu   the  peric nuance  of  the  ;  tiiejjords,  warv-s.arii' 


D.  l-OK  lEU. 


The  sii<ners  of  the  v.ithin  bjnd  ar 
and  arc  in  ii,y  nninion,  fully  cu 
penalty,  in  the  t>ei»l  of  any  iu 
toiitract. 

L. 

Ceorgetrrwn,  C6<A.  April.  1822. 

Sir:  In  answf  r  to  your  inquiry  respettinK  the  eust  £i.d  trans- 
poriation  of  stntiH,  for  Ihe  hrst  six  inoiiihs  ihar  1  was  eniploytd  in 
inllilling;  my  contract,  1  have  enclosed  to  von  a  copy  of  an  ac- 
toniilfrom  Mr.  '1".  Bakei,  to  wlii^h  is  to  be  «;!d«'d  llic  piiiiir.gon 
lioani,  which  is  rqnal  to  tweniy-.ive  cents  pr-r  perch,  wliicii  will 
make  tha  cost  of  the  stone,  »  hm  on  board,  one  dollar  atid  twenty- 
♦ive  Cents.  I  have  liUrwise  enclosed  Iwu  cliarti  r  parties  tor  vessels 
hired  by  the  nioi'th,  and  rf-fer  to  tin'  books  of  the  department  to 
seethe  quantity  that  they  deliverfl  lioiing  the  foor  i.ioiiibs  en;- 
jdoyed,  and  it  *ill  be  seen  that  the  Fiaf^,  captain  Skishiiore,  deli- 
vered but  3yn  perches,  tor  which  I  paid  him  twelve  hUntUed  dol- 
lars; that  the  liiilliai.t,  cau'taiii  Bui.ce,  delivered  but  3i-l  oefcii, 
lor  which  I  paid  him  one  thousand  dollars,  xvbieli  exceeds,  by  lorty 
dollars,  the  anii>-,!nt  tbit  1  received  from  the  ^o»eriinient  lor  stone 
and  transiiorlation.  Calculating  the  stone  at  the  nliove  price,  1 
could  not  have  lost  l.-ss  than  84C  doiiavs  on  those  two  vessels.  I 
)iad  at  thistime  se>eral  vessels  equally  nnsuccesslul.  I  have  like- 
vise  to  state,  and  pledj^e  mjsell'  m  pro\e  it,  that,d.nlii;r  the  first 
gear's  operation,  my  deliveries  iiiiiiiuiiied  to  13,ftto  doil.irs,  and 
that  the  expenses  ill  deliveriii);  that  quantity  lost  .iic  2;. 461  dol- 
lars, making  a  clear  loss  nf  7,821  dollars  in  iny  liiit  year's  bosiiiess. 

'Ihe  price  of  frei^rbi,  (iiiiiiijj  ihe  year  l£li>,  was  never  less  than 
i.wo  dollars  per  pMch,  aiid  in  several  iiisiaiices  two  iloilars  and 
lAeiiiy-live  cents  were  |'2ld,  to  induce  Ireighiers  to  coinniciice 
the  business,  in  hopes  that  they  would  ^et  luoie  accustomed  to 
I',  and  induce  others  to  try  the  expeiimcnl. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  iic. 
titii.  AUxuiutcf  MucunU),  eiigiiietr  deparlnieiit. 

L. 

Mr.  E.  Mix  (u  JuhD  M.  Baker 

ISIR. 
Oit.  i2,    To  six  hundred  and  eight  perches,  at  one  ) 
<!'  i'ar  per  perch  by  scow  measure.        y 
lUctivcd  the  above.  JOHN  M.  BAKER. 

L. 

Cuniract  of  E.  Mir  ii-ith  J.  Skiilinore,  fir  vessels,  ire 
■Vrticles  of  hgieenicnt  made  this  twelfth  day  of  August,  in  the 

year  of    our  Lord  one  thonsaod  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 

lieiv.etn  Joel  Skidniore,  of  the  city  of  New-York,  and  Klijah 

Mix  and  Gi;uge  Cooper,  of  the  same  place,  as  follows,  that  is , 

lo  say: 

The  s-iid  Joel  Skidmore  aj^rees  to  employ  and  use  the  sloop 
railed  the  KlaE,  in  the  sejvice  aiid  business  oi  the  said  Elijah  Mix 
;>nd  (ieorge  Cooper,  to  and  trom  the  |>i  :t  ol  >iew-Yorli.  and  airy 
;.nrts  or  places  in  the  state  of  Virginia  that  the  said  I'.lijah  Mix  and 
Georfce  Cooper  may  rf  quire,  and  to  victual,  man,  equip,  and  fur- 
jiish  the  said  sloop  with,  and  siiilicieiilly  for,  such  service  and  bit- 
riness,  for  the  lerni  and  jieriodof  four  months  from  the  da^  of  the 
date  hereof;  and  the  said  Elijah  Mix  and  Georee  Cooper  jointly 
i.iid  Severally  covenant  and  agree  toaiK)  with  the  said  Joel  bkid- 
iiiore,  to  lure  tlie  said  sloop  of  hint  iht;  said  Joel  Skidrnore, 
lor  the  trrin  and  period  oi  four  months  afori  said,  and  to 
)iay  Iiini,  at  the  end  and  ex|iiratioii  of  every  month,  from  the 
day  of  the  date  liercotj  the  monthly  sum  of  three  huiidtul 
dollars,  for  the  use  and  employment  thereof,  it  being  understood 
that  the  said  Joel  Skidmore  is  to  sail  in  and  command  the  said 
bluup;  and  that  the  said  motiihly  payments  are  to  be  in  full  of  all 
expenses  or  charges  whatsoever,"  and  for  the  faithful  performance 
hereof,  the  said  Joel  Skidmore  pledges  to  the  said  Elijah  Mix  and 
George  Cooper  the  said  &loup,  her  tackle,  apparel  and  tuniittire; 
and  the  said  Elijah  ilix  aiid  George  Cooper  l>ledge  to  the  said  Joel 
bkidmore  the  goods,  wares,  Hrlicles,  merchandise  and  loading  that 
may  from  time  to  time  he  nn  board  of  the  said  sloop  or  vessel. 

in  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  to  these  presents  have  here- 
unto set  their  bacitli  sad  seals  tiie  (k'.y  and  vear  first  above  w  i  it'eii. 

'JOEL  .SKinMORE, 
ELIJAH  .MIX. 

Sealed  snd  ilelivered  ia  the  presence  of 
Baivey  Buijce, 
Richard  Snt:eilen. 


The  said  Harvey  Bunce  agrees  to  employ  iind  use  the  slool* 
called  the  Brilliant,  in  the  service  and  business  of  said  Elijah  Mix 
and  Giiirge  Coopi  r,  to  and  from  the  port  of  New-York,  and  anV 
ports  or  piac.  s  io  ihe  state  oi  Virginia,  that  il.c  said  Elijah  Mix 
and  George  CooDrrmay  leijinri,  aod  to  vieinal,  iiian,eqiii|i,  an'l 
furriifch  the  sai'l  sloop  with,  and  suRiuieMl\  U-.  socb  servi/>e  aii>V 
business,  li>r  the  it  tin  of  four  months  trooi  t!:"  day  of  the  tiaii* 
hi.riiol;  aod  the  said  Elijah  Mix  and  Geo-T-e  Cjoptr  jointly  and 
s>.-verally  covenant  »ud  agree  to  and  with  (he  s.;.,!  Harvey  Bunce, 
to  hire  the  sai.l  sloop  of  hiai,  the  Said  Harv?;y  lioute,  for  the  term 
and  period  of  tiiur  nionitis  aloicsaij,  and  \tv,\  to  iiiio  at  the  end 
and  expiration  of  every  month,  fioin  the  day  of  the  date  hereof, 
theiiionihly  siiui  of  two  hundred  and  titty  doliars,  lor  the  rsean-.J 
eiiipiojment  thereul;  it  btring  understood  th>)l  the  said  Harvey 
Bunce  is  to  sail  in  and  Coiniuaod  the  ssid  ^ioup,  uid  th:ii  the  ShiJ 
Hionihjy  p.iyo.eiits  are  to  he  in  full  of  iill  espeiisi  s  or  charg-.-* 
whatsoever:  .md  lor  the  faitijful  perlormaiue  hereof,  the  saiit 
Harvey   liniice  pit  dgi  s  lo  llie  said  Ellj»!i  -Mix  and  George  Cooptr 


her  tackle,  app.in  I  and  fuiiiitur..;  and  the  sai>i 


E.  MIX. 


Dr. 


■Dolls.    6C8 


,   .  ides,  and  merchandise,  aaiJ  loading  that  may 

I  liooi  time  (u  lime  in-  on  board  of  said  sloop. 

In  \i itni  ss  w  brriof,  the  tai'l  parties  have  hereuuto  set  IJeir  hRiics 
and  seals  tlie  tiav  and  year  tirsi  above  written, 

HARVEY  BUXCE, 
ELIJAH  MI?:, 
iicaled  ai\d  delivered  in  the  pretence  uf 
Joel  Hkidiuure, 

Mr,  CuHinun  to  Mr.  Butler. 

Drpurtnient  u/'tuar,  April  3C.lf!,i'. 
Ar— I  have  the  honor  to  comniiiiiicate,  h<  ixwith.  an  sduitioiiii 
report  of  the  chief  eng-n.  t roll  tlii;  subject  of  Mr.  .Mix's  contract. 
I  hjv.-the  buiior  to  be:,  s/-,  with  great  respect,  voiir  mr.st  oii;- 
dieiit  servant,  J.   c.  CALHOJM. 

Hon.  Juiyiak  Butler,  chairman,  ?:'.•. 

Qeneral  Micom'i  to  Mr.  Ci.ihoun, 

Er.^^ine&r  de-iuiliiient.  April  30.  1822. 

.S>';— I  addressed  a  note  tuis  morniug  to  general  hwilt,  wiio  ar- 
rived last  evening,  requesting  him  to  exanniie  the  report  made  by- 
tills  department  yesterday,  on  tie;  subject  of  .Mr.  .Mix's  coi. tract, 
and  to  state  how  tar  it  accorded  with  the  facts;  and  also  any  cir- 
cumstances wilhiii  his  knowledge  respecting  llie  trauiactiou,  that 
m.iy  iiot  have  been  eiooraced  in  the  report. 

J  have  jost  ri-cei^eri  tile  answer  of  general  Swift,  accompanied' 
by  his  deposition,  aud  have  the  lionor  to  transmit  them  herewith. 

I  Iransoi.i,  also,  astatenient  from  commodore'Rodgers,  respect- 
ing the  proposal  of  Mr.  Dei.ison,  vhicb,  iu  the  report  of  yester- 
day, was  stated  to  have  been  mislaid.  wh<eh  he  wa»  polite  enough 
to  furnish  in  aiiswei'  loan  application  oi/tLe  subject,  addressed  to 
him  this  morning. 

I  take  occasion  to  ini,ke  U-re  a  remark,  which  should  properly 
have  been  intto<lueed  iu  my  report  of  yesterday,  in  the  answer  to 
the  inquiry  respecting  the  quantity  of  none  which  had  been  de- 
livered under  Mr.  Mix's  contract.  It  is,  that  the  contract  to  this 
period  has  been  executed  faitlifully.  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  tliQ 
department;  snd  that  the  quantity  delivereJ  has,  in  every  instance^ 
been  equal  to  the  portion  ol  appropriation  allotted  to  thagontrtitl. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALEX,  MACOMB, 
Major  Stneral,  chief  etigiueer. 
Hon.  J.  C,  Calhoun,  secretary  of  war. 

Ceil.  Srvift  to  gen.  Mucmiiij, 

IVuthinglvn,  Apiil  30,  1822. 
5/'r— Your  letter  of  this  A.  M.  submitting  for  luy  examination  a 
report  of  the  secretary  ot  war  trom  the  enginet^  depariuiciit, 
uated  syih  insi.  upon  liie  suhjVct  of  Mix's  contract,  I  have  cxaiuiVi- 
ed.  and  believe  it  to  be  correct.  Herewith  I  enclose  you  loy  de- 
position in  relftioti  to  the  sohjtct.  Should  the  committee  of  con- 
gress wish  to  have  me  b-;fore  them,  I  am  ready  to  wait  upon 
tUem,  tnd  am  to  be  lound  at  major  Roberdeau's  at  Georgetown. 
1  leniain  your  most  respectful  huniDieservujit, 

J.  G.  SWIFT. 
Major  [general  Macon.h,  • 


Contract  between  E,  Mii'ind  ff.  Bunce,  for  veiiel,'&i: 


Brigadier geticvat  Sivift's  deposition. 

i:'aa/uti;,'tu!i,30t/i  April,  1822. 
Joseph  G.  Swift,  late  of  the  United  Staica'  engineers,  deposeth 
andsaiih,  (hat,  in  the  summei  of  1818,  h^  made  a  contract  with 
Klijah  Mix,  for  sione,  to  be  delivered  iu  Hanipton  Koads,  at  the 
Kip  Raps.  '1  hat  said  Coiili-«ct  wss  made  upon  the  best  procurable! 
terir.s,  liiil  as  he,  the  deponent  b'^lieves,  fifty  cents  less  per  perch 
than  could  bs  procured  Ironi  any  odier  quarter.  That  good  anj 
sufKeitnt  security  was  taken  of  Mr.  Mix  fur  thsfaithfiilexecutiosi 
ul  his  contract,  in  a  penal  sum  of  t  .vice  the  amount  that  wool  J  in 
any  case  be  advaiici'd  to  liim.  That,  at  the  liiJie  gf  forniing  the 
contract,  tins  depoiunt  vcrily  believes  that  major  Ctirisioplier 
Vandev  enter  had  no  interest  whatever  in  said  coutract.  ThatsaiJ 
Vaudcveiiter  had  no  sort  of  coutrol  or  direction  iu  forioing  the 
ooiiiract:  and  that  the  coiitiuei  was  made  solely  with  Mr.  Ma, 
and  with  no  other  person.  That,  with  letpccllo  Mr.  Mi\'»ch4» 
racter.tlK'  ricpoiiint  had  no  Usiowledge  or  iutimation  of  any  fact 
or  report  which  inipeaebed  his,  .Mix's,  character,  at  the  tiui<;  of 
forming  the  contract;  but  that  the  dep>o:eiit  belie'ed  Mix  lo  tie 
well  qualdied,  from  bis  uciisSiy  and  eSitcrpriz.e,  to  fulfil  hisagr^e^ 
meiiC.  'i  hat  ibK  deponent  has  been  informed  that  be  was  sus- 
pected of  btiug  interested  in  said  contract.     Sucb  suspicion  is  VkO- 


ATticles  ol  agreement  made  this  tenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  founded  in  truth;  lie,  the  deponent,  is  not,  and  has  not  at  aiTy 
of  our  Lord  one  tliousand  eigbt  hundred  iind  eighteen,  between'  time  been  int^reited  iu  said  contiatt.    That,  in  relation  ig  ti,e 


Harvey  Buuee,  of  Huntingdon,  Suffolk  county,  on  the  one  part, 
and  Elijah  Mix  and  G.;orge  Cooper,  of  the  tity  o!  Ncw-Vork, 
oi"  the  ojheV  paftj  as  follows,  tliit  is  to  ssfy: 


statement  of  the  chief  engineer,  gcuei'al  Maeonib.   ij<ade  to  tha 

secretary  of  war,  on  'iSitli  of  April  instant,  about  the  said  cuutracT, 

'-   is^  to  '(u'6'  l>Vsi  <>r  bis,  U.>:  i!ep.;:ii.u'.'si  kubtllciige  Stud  bSlief,  a 
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»nie  statement  of  the  manner  in   which  the  conti-art  was  made 
»nd  has  been  conducted;  and  further  the  deponent  saiih  '">'• 

J.  G.  SWIFT. 
Visfrirt  of  Cnbimbia,  counln  of  Washington,  ss. 

On  this  .?Oth  (Isy  I'f  April,  1822,  before  the  snhscriber,  one  ot 
the  imtice*  of  the  peace  for  the  said  eonnty,  apiifars.I.  O.  Swift, 
aiid'mnkes  oath,  in  due  form  of  law,  that  the  forecrnin?  and  above 
statement,  ami  every  matter  and  thiiip;  therein  contained,  is  just, 
true  and  correct,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me, 

JOHN  N.  MOULDER,  Justice  of  peace. 

Commodore  Rodgers  to  gen.  Macomb, 

JVns)iington,  Jpril  30, 1822. 

.'Hr:  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  of  this  date  I  have  to  state,  that, 
jntviously  to  Mr.  Denison"s  sending  to  the  engineer  department 
)ms  proposal  toturnish  stcne  fur  the  fortifications  eointructini?  at 
the  entrance  of  Hampton  Road,  he  shewed  me  his  caUiilations 
with  respect  to  the  price  at  which  he  fhouerht  he  could  deliver  the 
stone,  and  asked  my  ooinion  as  to  their  correctness.  As  well  as 
my  recollection  serves  me,  the  teiider  which  he  shewtd  me  was  put 
at  three  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  per  perch,  but  at  my  snceres- 
lion  he  incrfased  it  to  three  ilolhirs  and  fifty  cents.  At  that  time 
1  was  under  the  impression  that,  at  three  dollars  ami  fifty  cents, 
he  would  not  be  able  to  make  more  than  from  thirty-seven  and  a 
half  to  filfy  cents  per  perch,  even  with  the  best  man»Kment.  and 
iiothing  without  very  good  management,  owing  to  the  hieh  price 
of  frtiehf,  qnnrrvine.  and  loading  the  vessels;  the  former  being,  I 
ihink,  two  dollars  and  tv.-entyfive  cents  to  two  dollars  .OJid  fifty 
cents  per  perch,  and  the  latter  seventy  to  seventy-five  cents. 

lam,  sir,  very  respectfullv, your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Tomai.  f^m.  Alexander  Maronib,  chief  engineer,  &c.  &<■.. 
'   P.  S.  In  the  above,  the  price  of  the  stone  is  not  included,  the 
tpiarry.  from  which  Mr.  Denison  intended  getting  it,  belonged  to 
his  aiotlier. 

War  department.  May  ist.  1822. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  commnnication  of  yesterday,  I  have  the 
honor  te  enclose  a  report  from  the  chief  engineer,  affording  ihe  in- 
f(  iniation  requested. 

1  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  '■onr  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  Jesiah  Butler,  chairman  of  the  committee,  &c. 

General  Macomb  to  the  secretary  ofivnr. 

Engineer  delmrtment.  May  1st.  IS22. 

Sir:  I  communicate  herewith  a  letter  of  general  Swift,  in  an- 
svverto  the  inquiry  made  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  select 
lommiltee,  appointed  to  investigate  Mr.  Mix's  contratit. 

In  addition  to  what  general  Swift  has  communicated,  with  regard 
to  Mr.  Perley's  offer  to  furnish  stone,  I  have  to  state  that  I  have 
eansed  a  careful  examination  to  be  made  of  the  records  of  this 
oHice,  and  find  no  evidence  of  his  offer  on  file;  and  upon  inquiry 
of  the  gentlemen  attached  to  the  department,  I  can  obtain  no  re- 
collection or  information  relating  to  it.  As  it  regards  the  price. 
It  may  be  proper,  in  addition  to  what  was  stated  in  my  report  of 
yesterday,  to  observe,  that  th.-  contract  of  Mr.  Mix  for  the  delivery 
of  stone  at  the  Rip  Raps  and  Old  Point  Comfort,  has  been  inva- 
riably eanstrued  to  mean  stone  of  the  size  and  dimensions  which 
the  works  require.  Under  this  construction  the  contractor  is  not 
liow  permitted  to  deliver  any  stone  of  less  than  ISOlhs.  weight,  to 
form  the  mole  at  the  Kip  Raps.  It  is  also  proper  to  state  that  the 
mole,  being  erected  in  the  open  sea,  and  in  18  feet  water,  very  con- 
siderable expense  attends  the  delivery  of  stone  for  the  formation 
ihereiif.  The  contractor  is  compelled  to  graduate  the  mole  seven 
feet  above  the  water,  in  the  formation  of  which  liis  vessels  are 
obliyed  to  be  secured  between  two  anchors  isi  such  mannerastobe 
tnalilrdto  land  their  cargoes  by  nietns  of  stages  from  the  decks  of 
the  vessels  to  the  top  of  the  deposite.  In  this  situation  they  are 
in  Contact  with  the  slope  of  the  mole,  subject  to  constant  attrition 
and  thumping  against  the  sharp  edgtsof  the  rocks,  occasioned  by 
the  swell  and  agitation  of  the  sea,  and  thereby  exposed  to  increased 
wear  and  injury. 

I  have  the  honor  to' be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  vour  obedient  scrvt. 

ALEX.  MACOMB. 
Maj.  gen.  chief  engineer. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  of  war. 

General  Sioifl  to  general  Macomb. 

If'ashivgron,  1st  May,  1823. 

.Sir;  In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  whether  Mr.  Mix  was  reeonnnend- 
ed  to  me  as  a  suitable  eontractor,  I  have  to  state,  that  I  never  re- 
ceived any  recommendation  of  Mr.  Mi.v  Mj  idea  of  his  fitness 
was  derived  from  his  personal  deportment  and  conversation,  and 
from  having  heard  him  spoken  of  as  being  an  active  and  intelligent 
roan  of  business,  who  had  been  employed  during  the  late  war  in 
annoying  the  enemy  in  Chesapeak  hay;  at  which  time,  as  a  sailing 
master  in  the  United  States'  navy,  he  had  nearly  succeeded  iu  un 
enterprise  to  blow  up  the  Plantagenet  74. 

I  leam  that  a  Mr.  Perley  has  stated  that  he  made  proposals  to 
me,  in  1818,  to  supply  stone  at  Hampton  roads,  from  Aquia  creek, 
at  two  dollars  fifty  cents  perch,  I  recollect  that  Mr.  Perley  did  pro- 
pose to  supply  stone  from  Aqnia,  but  do  not  recollect  the  price,  I 
tiion^h  it  roay  have  been  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  but  the  stone 
of  Aqnia  is  free  5lone,and  not  fit  lo  form  a  foundation  uiMier  water,  | 
and  would  not  have  been  used  for  that'purpose at  any  price.     Whe- 
thtr  Mr,  Pfrley  mzde  written  or  verbal  proposals  to  me,  I  do  not 
reu.emfcer,  1,'ut  niy  impression  is,  that  the  communication  was  a  ! 
few  moments  conversation.  j 

I  remain  vonr  rtsptciful  humble  servant, 

J.  G.  SWIFT.      I 

;Maj.  gen.  Macomtj.  I 


'  '  Department  of  war.  May  i,  1822. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honot  to  transmit,  herewith,  through  you,  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  contract  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  Mr.  Mix,  a  report,  accompanied  by  documents,  from 
major  general  Macomb,  the  chief  engineer,  of  this  date. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  with  the  highest  respect  your  most 
olcdient  servant,  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  Josiah  Bu'icr,  chairman,  &c. 

Letter  from  general  Macomb  to  J.  C.  Calhoun. 

Engineer  department.  May  4,  1822. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  hen- with,  a  deposition  from' 
general  Swift,  dated  the  3d  inst.  a  letter  from  col.  Bomford  (o  ge- 
neral Swift,  dated  the  3d  instant;  a  letter  from  captain  Smith  to 
general  Swift,  dated  the  2d  instant,  to  which  is  attached  the  depo- 
sition of  captain  Smith;  another  letter  from  captain  Smith  to  thif 
department,  of  this  date;  a  statement  from  Mr.  Stewart  of  yestcr- 
daj's  dat.";  and  a  letter  from  colonel  Wadsworth  to  the  3ecr>.'tary  of 
war,  dated  the  23d  of  July,  1813;  all  of  which  have  reference  to 
the  investigation  of  Mr.  Mix's  contract  with  the  United  States  DOW 
pending,  and  are  respectfully  submitted. 

ALEX.  MACOMB, 
Maj.  gen.  chief  engiueer* 
Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  of  war. 

Joseph  G.  Sivifl's  deposition. 

City  of  Washington,  May  3,  1822. 
Joseph  G.  Swift  rftposf  th  and  saiih,  that  he  has  been  informed 
that  it  has  been  stated  by  Mr.  Perley  and  others,  to  the  committee 
of  congress,  who  are  examining  Mr.  Mix's  contract,  that  proposals 
were  made  to  him,  the  said  Swift,  in  1818,  to  furnish  stone  at  Hamp- 
ton Roads  tor  a  less  sum  than  three  dollars  a  perch.  Said  Swift 
saith  that  there  was  no  bid  w  hatcver  made  to  him  by  Mr.  Perley,  nor 
by  any  other  person,  for  Pi.tomac  stone,  nor  for  any  other  stone, 
fsave  free  stone  of  Aquia,  which  is  not  proper  for  foundations  un- 
der water)  lor  a  less  sum  than  three  dollars  a  perch.  This  depo. 
nent  further  saith,  that,  to  the  bestof  hii  knowledge  and  belief,  all 
the  bids  which  he  received  fur  stone  arr  mentioned  in  the  report  of 
the  engineer  department,  of  29ih  April,  182i,  with  theexe -pti'jn  of 
Aquia,  as  above  stated.  J.G.  SWIFT. 

District  of  Columbia,  Washington  county,  ss. 
On  this  3d  day  of  May,  1822,  before  the  subscriber,  one  of  the 
justicfs  of  the  pt-ace  for  the  said  county,  personally  appears  J.  G, 
Swift,  and  niskes  oath,  in  due  fi>rm  of  law.  that  the  fiu'egoing  and 
above  statements,  and  every  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  is 
just,  true,  and  correct,  to  the  best  of  bis  knowledge  and  belief. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before, 

JOHN  VS,  MOULDER, 
Justice  of  the  peace.-* 

Capt,  Smith,  to  gen.  Macomb, 

W.ishingtnn,  May  4,  1822. 

Sir:  I  omitted,  in  my  letter  to  gen.  Swift,  of  the  2d  in«taut.  to 
state,  that,  in  the  conversation  to  which  it  refers,  Mr.  Perley  had 
told  me  his  proposal  for  suppl)ing  st;)ne  at  two  dollars  anil  fifty 
cents  per  perch,  was  o3tTeil,  alter  he  bad  received  general  Swift's 
letter,  in  which  his  proposal  for  furnishing  bill  free  stone, at  twelve 
dollars  per  ton,  had  been  rejected. 

My  determination  to  call  on  Mr.  Perley  was  occasioned  by  the 
followi  ng  circumstances.  Having  understood  that  the  quarries  on 
Aqnia  and  Potomac  creeks  were  several  miles  distant  from  water 
carriage,  I  called  on  Mr.  Blagden,  the  suptriiitenJent  of  stone 
work  at  the  capitol,  who  was  stated  to  be  well  informed  as  to  the 
situation  of  all  those  qnavries,  to  asceriain  the  fpcts  in  the  case, 
and  particularly  with  respect  to  the  quarry  at  which  Mr.  Perley 
was  establisheil;  intending,  if  the  information  previously  received 
should  be  confitnud  by  Mr.  HIagden,  to  shew  that  the  land  car- 
riage alone,  from  the  quarries  to  ti.e  place  w  here  it  would  he  ship- 
ped, of  tlie  stone  eontenipl:)ted  by  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Perley,  would 
liiive  cost  more  than  the  rate  of  that  proposal,  I  learned  from  Mr. 
Hia;'i1'n,  that  Mr.  Perley  had  been  at  different  quarries,  and  that 
one  «.'■  them  was  only  a  (piarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  water  car- 
riage. I  then  determined  to  call  upon  TMr.  Perley,  with  a  view 
merely  to  ascertain  linni  what  quarry  he  intended  to  supply  the 
stone.  Notliing  was  more  remote  from  my  expectation,  than  that 
the  interview  would  have  led  to  the  disclosures  which  have  been 
detailed  in  my  letter  to  general  Swift. 

I  am, sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  SMITH. 
Capt.  corps  of  engineers. 

Maj,  gen.  Macomb,  chief  engineer. 

Col,  Bomford  to  gen.  Swift, 

Washington,  May  3, 1822. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  annex  a  brief  of  my  knowledge  of  Mr.  F.  Per- 
ley .together  v  ith  my  recollection  of  the  price  of  stone  in  the  year* 
1817  and  1  818,  deliverable  at  the  fortifications  near  the  entrance 
of  the  Chesapeake. 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  within  the  time  above  noted,  Mr. 
F.  Perley  called  upon  me  with  a  request  that  I  would  introduce 
him  to  you;  his  object,  he  slated,  was  lo  obtain  a  contract,  or  some 
employment  connected  with  the  supply  of  stone  for  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  Chesapeake.  From  my  knowledge  of  him  while  be 
was  quarrying  marble  for  the  cupitol,  wherein  he  exhibited  both 
capatit)  and  industry,  and  having  also  been  recommended  to  me 
by  Mr.  R,  Leckie,  1  made  no  hesitation  in  complying  with  bis 
wishi-. 

On  the  subject  of  the  prices  of  stone,  about  the  above  time  stat- 
ed. I  hal  a  conversation  with  Mr.  R.  I^-ckie,  a  very  experienceil 
»nd  inulligeiit  oe.»soii.  in  whose  jnt'gment  1  cnntinue  to  entertaitt 
great  tonlidenre,  who  shewtdme  an  estinictc  which  he  had  made, 
which, to  the  h.  st  of  nij  r' lolleciion,  diil  not  materially  vaiy  from 
two  dolliriand  filt>  cents  *(,r 'and  or  inferior  stone,  and  three  dol- 
lar! and  fifty  c-jnti  fur  the  I'otomuc  granito.    I  recollect  at  the 
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time  to  havp  expressed  my  surprise  at  the  apparent  extravagance' 
of  tlie  calculation;  that  was,  liowevf-r,  reiiioveil,  by  an  explanation 
of  the  ittms,  particularly  that  of  the  cost  of  the  freight  from  the 
quarri«"3  to  the  fortifications, 

'I  he  above  I  have  no  obj  ctions  to  depose  to,  if  rfquired. 

Respectfully,  1  remain  your  most  obcditnt  ami  humUp  si-rvant, 

G.  BO.MfOUD. 

Gen.  J.  G.Swift 

Deposition  of  Mr.  Stewart. 

Geur^'etoTvn,  3rf  Mm^.  1822. 
About  the  time  that  the  contract  for  stone  lor  the  Hip  Raps  was 
entered  into  with  Mr.  Mix.  in  cnnveri'ition  with  Mr.  .lohn  Baker, 
to  whom  I  had  previously  rented  exieiisive  quarries  of  sione  on 
the  Potomac,  ab«ve  Georjjttown,  lie  informed  me  of  Mr.  Mix 
having;  ohtaiu'-d  the  contra<n,  and  s'aled  that  lie  yet  expected  to 
furnish  the  stone,  as  it  was  impossible  for  any  man  to  furnish  it  at 
the  pricp  contracted  for,  viz:  three  dollars  per  perch,  and  that  his 
proposals  beini^  lower  than  any  except  Mr.  Mix's,  won'J  entitle 
Lira  to  a  preftrtnce  in  the  event  of  Mr.  Mix  finding  that  he  could 
rot  comply;  and  went  into  a  detailed  calculation,  as  to  the  cost, 
from  which  it  was  evident,  that,  upon  the  most  sanguine  calcula- 
tions fifti'en  ct-nts  per  perch  only  would  remain  to  cmnpensate  him 
for  his  labor,  and  to  cover  the  variety  of  contingencies  to  which  all 
such  Contracts  are  invariably  liable,'an(l  that  it  was,  from  his  long 
practice  in  the  quarrjiirg  busiuf  ss,  his  having  all  the  necessary 
scows  and  implements  on  hand,  and  from  his  personal  knowledge  of 
the  persons  with  whom  he  wouM  have  to  deal,  that  he  calculated 
upon  the  fifteen  cents,  and  that  he  did  not  believe  it  possible  for 
any  other  man  to  save  himself  at  the  price  he  had  offered,  and  from 
my  own  knowledge  of  the  cost  of  the  stone  at  the  water's  edge, 
and  of  tlie  price  of  transportation.  1  ftlt  confident  that  any  other 
man  but  Mr.  Baker  would  have  sustained  a  loss  of  twentj-five  cents 
at  least  upon  Mr.  Mix's  contract.  The  result.  however.(so  far)  ap- 
pears very  ditlVient.  owing  to  the  very  unexpected  and  rapid  fall 
in  the  price  of  lab-tr  and  transportation,  which  I  think  occurred 
within  llie  first  year  of  the  contract,  and  to  a  vei-y  judicious  pur- 
chase of  a  quarry  by  Mr.  Mix:  and  it  is  from  these  causes  soiely  that 
I  am  coiivii'ced  Mr.  Mix  has  derived  his  profit  and  been  saved  from 
ruin,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  statethat  1  would  not  have  taken  the 
contract  oft'  Mr.  Mix's  hands  for  25.000  dollars,  though  the  stone 
in  the  quarry  would  havecoit  nie  nothing. 

WM.  STEUART, 

Districl\of  Co'.umhia,  Washington  Couti'ij,  ss. 

On  this  3d  day  of  Mhv,  1822.  before  the  subscriber^  one  of  the 
justices  of  tlie  peace  for  said  county,  personally  appears  William 
Steuart,  and  makes  oath,  in  due  form  of  law,  that  the  foregoing 
statement,  and  every  niatttr  and  thing  therein  contained,  is,  to 
the  best  of  liij  knowledge  and  belief,  lust.  true,  and  correct. 

SubsLiibed  and  sworn  to  before,       JOHN  N.  MOULDEK, 

Justice  of  tJie  peace. 

Ordnance  office,  23rf  July.  1818. 

Sir:  Understanding  lieiit.  Mix,  f'lnnerly  of  the  navy,  has  made 
application  for  the  situation  cf  iniriiary  stoukeepir,  1  should  lie 
ranch  pleased  if  he  could  be  appointed  to  the  arsenal  on  the  Hud- 
son, near  Troy,  no  storekeeper  having  yet  been  assigned  to  that 
post.  The  commanding  officer  at  that  station  has  been  obliged  to 
attend  to  the  duties,ofstori  keeper,  and  transmit  the  quarterly  re- 
turns. '1  here  being  a  great  tJ^al  ol  business  to  be  done  there,  an 
active  st»r<-kee|>er,  well  ac(iii3inted  with  business,  will  be  paitieu- 
Jarly  useful,  as  it  is,  it  may  be  said,  indispensable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respiciliiMy,  sir.  your  ohedi-^nt  set- 
vaiit,  DEClLb  WAD'sWOHTH. 

Colonel  of  ordnance. 

Hon.  J,  C.  Calhoun. 

Engineer  tlcfiartment,  JVashinglon.  dth  Maij,  1822. 

Sir:  In  rejily  to  your  letter  of  this  day,  desiring  ''to  know  what 
amount,  or  part,  of  the  appropriation  of  1820.  for  fortifications, 
was  applied  or  allotted  to  the  contract  of  Mr.  Mix  tiirthat  year,"  1 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  forty  thousand  eiglit  hunrired  ami  sis 
dollars  was  the  sum  so  allotted;  and,  it  is  presumed  that  the  said 
sum  was  so  applied,' as  the  balance  in  the  hands]  of  the  agent  was 
but  eiglit  dollars,  on  the  last  settlement.  The  accountsibring  w  itb 
the  military  committee  they  cannot  be  referred  to  at  this  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  vour  most  obedient 
servant,  ALEXANDER  .MACOMB, 

Major  general  chief  engineer. 

To  the  hon.  Josiah  'Butler,  chairman  vf  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  iuvesligate  Mr.  Midi's  contract. 

Washington,  27th  April,  1822. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  request  Contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  23d  instant,!  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  staleuient  of  the  mo- 
ney paid  to  Mr.  E.  Mix  under  his  contract  of  the  5th  of  April,  1816; 
and.  to  others  as  sub-contvaetois  under  the  s;.id  Mix,  andshowitis 
the  dates  of  the  several  paynunts.  Tlic  original  \ouehers  are  sent, 
which  you  will  have  tlie  goodness  to  retiuii,  when  no  longer  ne- 
cessary.   I  remain  with  respect,  &c. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

IIoD.  Josiah  Butler,  chairman  of  a  select  comiDittee. 

Air.ount  of  ftnyments  maile  to  Elijah  Mi.v  and  others  nuder  his  con- 
tract fur  the  delivery  of  atone  at  Old  Point  Cumfort  and  the  J!iJ> 
Hap  Shoals.— [Details  omitted.^ 

1'otal  amount  paid  to  E.  .Mix,  253,895  45  dollars  as 

far  as  the  accounts  have  been  rendered,  being  lor  87,954  3-J  and 

lC-25  perches  stone,  at  three  dollars  per  perch. 

IVashington,  May  7, 1822. 
D»ar  sir:  Will  yon  do  me  the  favor  to  correct  my  letter  and  re- 
port of  payments  in  the  case  of  E.  .Mix,  so  far  as  it  regards  the  dale 
uTbis  contract,  which  the  clerk  mistook,  and  put  down  in  the  k-t- 
tfj:  Sth  April;  1818;  gnd  in  tie  caption  of  the  sutement,  Jti)  April, 


instead  of  the  25th  July,  1818,  the  correct  date  of  that  contract.— 
I  havebrfore  reported  the  error, but  it  may  not  have  been  alt.-n  il 
in  the  casesabo>e  mentioned,and,if  not,it  migliilead  to  mi^-utider* 
standing.     Very  truly,  dear  sir,  yours,  1'.  HAGNEil. 

Hon.  J,  If,  Campbell,  house  of  representatives. 

De/iosHion  of  Mr.  Baker, 
John  W.  Baker,  of  Georgetown,  on  oath  declares,  that,  as  n.-ar 
as  he  can  recollect,  in  the  latter  p  irt  of  the  year  1817.  or  liist  of 
1318, 111-  heard  that  the  war  department  was  about  to  make  aeon- 
tract  for  the  delivery  wf  stone  at  the  Rip  Kaps,  but  never  saw 
any  advertisement  for  proposals.  That  he  has  been  engaged  in 
getting  nut  stone  from  the  quarries  near  Georgetown  for  fifteen 
years.  That  he  bought  the  stone  in  the  quarries.  That  he  i;.- 
formed  .Mr.  William  0'Neale,who,  he  understood,  talked  i/lraaki;iij 
proposals,  that  he  would  furnish  stone  on  the  deck  of  his  vess-ii 
for  one  dollar  per  perch.  That  deponent  has  never  been  mucli 
employed  in  freighting  stone,  but  heard  that  the  freight  v.as  esti- 
mated by  some  persons  at  two  dollars  per  perch,  in  1818.  That 
the  deponent,  however,  believes,  that  a  person  having  suitable 
vessels,  and  making  it  his  business,  might  Iiuvb  freighted  stone  in 

1818,  at  one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  per  perch,  d,-livcnd 
at  the  Rip  Raps.  That  the  deponent  has  been  employed  by  -Mr. 
Mix  in  getting  stone  and  putting  it  on  vessels  fur  the  Rip  Rapi, 
which  was  of  the  kind  called  rough  stone.  That  Mr.  Mix  I'reightni 
the  stone  in  his  own  vessels  in  1818,  and  gave  deponent  one 
dollar   per  perch    for  the  same  in  his  vessels.     That  Mr.  Mix,  in 

1819,  had  stone  freighted  to  the  Rip  Raps  for  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  perch,  and  paid  deponent  in  the  first  of  1819,  eighty-five 
cents  per  perch,  and  the  latter  part  seventy-five  cents  per  perch; 
and  in  1820,  sixty-eight  cents  per  perch  for  the  stone.  That  Mr. 
Mix  pays  now  one  dollar  and  twenty-live  cents  for  the  freight  of 
stone  to  the  Rip  Raps,  by  the  perch. 

JOHN  W.  BAKEH. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  thisSOth  April,  1822. 

D.  R.\PiNE,  Justice  of  peace. 

Deposition  of  Samitel  Cooper, 

Samiul  Cooper,  in  the  office  of  the  adjutant  general,  on  oath, 
dec'ar:'j,  that  be  has  been  inlBrmed  that  Mr.  Janus  Oakley,  of 
New-York,  and  Samuel  Cooper,  his  father,  were  sureties  fur  Mr. 
.Mix,  in  the  contract  he  made  with  the  war  department  in  HIS, 
and  that  he  t>elieves  Mr.  Oakley  is  esteemed  a  man  of  large  pro- 
perty; that  he,  the  deponent,  is  a  brother  in-law  of  Mix,  but  did 
not  know  much  about  the  property  of  the  said  Mix,  though  he 
thinks  he  was  not  considered  a  man  of  much  property  at  the  time 
he  made  the  coiiiract.  Major  Vandcventer,  chief  clerk  in  the 
war  department,  married  a  sister  of  the  deponent,  and  becauie  ac 
quainted  with  iMr.  Mix,  in  181.5,  who.  before  he  look  the  contract 
aforesaid,  resided  in  the  city  of  New-Vork,  and  soon  after  removed 
to  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Colu-mbia,  where  he  now  lives. 
The  deponent  does  not  know  whether  the  said  Mix  possesses 
much  property,  and  says  that  he  is  not  engaged  in  any  occiipatioa 
except  in  carrying  on  bis  contract,  and  some  speculation. 

S  A  M  U  EL  COOPER,  Jr. 

Swoni  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  30ih  .^pril,  1322. 

DANIEL  RAPINE,  Justice  of  the  peace. 

Statement  of  Messrs'.  Easscli  and  Xtrv,  memliers'of  the  house,  Li 
relation  to  stone  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Rip  Raps, 

May  2,  1822. 

Being  requested  by  Mr.  Butler,  the  chairman  of  a  committee,  (a 
state  what  1  know  relative  to  the  quantity  of  stone  to  be  founij 
on  the  banks  of  York  river  aiul  its  br.iHchcs,  do  certify  tliat,  at 
Yorktown.  «liicb  is  about  forty  .^liles  IVuni  the  Kip  Rips,  tiu-r>»  is 
a  large  body  of  newly  formed  limestone,  rather  soft  when  first 
taken  from  the  bed,  but  hardens  on  exposure  to  the  air,  or  in 
water.  Tliis  stone  shews  itself  on  the  bank  fur  two  miles  and 
upwards.  Its  extent  into  the  bank  has  never  been  proved.  Some 
stone  has  been  taken  from  this  place  to  the  Rip  Raps,  as  I  have 
been  told.  Twenty  miles  higher  up  the  river,  there  is  a  bed  of 
stone  called,  with  us.  iron  mine  stone,  a  sand  stone  nii.^ed  with 
iron  ore.  Of  the  quantity  to  be  obtained  here  I  cannot  say, 
though  I  presume,  or  believe,  it  is  not  very  considerable,  and  that 
kind  of  stone,  as  far  as  I  have  observed  it,  is  generally  tnuill.  I 
was  never  at  this  point.  Ten  or  twelve  miles  higher  up  the  rivtr, 
there  is  more  of  the  same  kind  of  stone,  but  very  inconsiderable 
in  quantity.  With  these  exceptions,  there  is  no  stone  (liat  I  know 
of;  ou  the  branches  of  those  rivers,  below  tide  water.  It  is  certain 
1  have  never  seen  any  granite  below  tide  water,  and  it  is  somo 
distance  above  before  you  come  to  any  cnnsideraMe  quantits. 

BURWELL  BASSET T. 

From  my  knowledge  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  state  of  VirguiiSj 
I  iierftrily  agree  with  colonel  Cassciliu  the  I'uvgoing  siateiiw-nl, 

ANTHONY  ^EW. 

Ihterroy/tlories  tn  colonel  Bomford, 
Plication,  Were  you  acquainted  with  Frederick  Perley  jn  IS  7 
or  1318;  andifso,  did  ymi  r-eommeiid  him  to  i^eiieral  Swift  as  :t 
suitable  person  to  cnniiaci   lor  the   delivery  of  s;one  at  Ihi,   Rip 
Raps  or  Poiiil  Conif..ri .' 

Answei.   At  the  request  of  Frederick  Perley,  I  iiitroducvd  !.im 
to  general  Swift,  and  recommended  him  as  a  suitable  p.rson   I'ol' 
jurnishiiig  stone  for  the  furiilicatiuns  on  the  Clies:ipfakr. 
*  G.   itO.MFORD. 

Lieut,  col.  en  urJuance  duty. 

Deposition  of  Howes  Goldshorongh, 
About  tlie  time  the  loriitications  w.ie  aboui  to. b.;  cotDiQencei) 
8t  Old  I'.iini  Comfort  aiAi  ihe  Rip  U^!'^,  I  accidriilalf.  went  tj*M 
the  bay  wnh  general  Swift  Hud  »j.ii  ■  oi'  th-  '.crp*  ol  er.<';,e.  rr 
who  were  about  niaking  a  suivc)'  pic;iaraiu: y  to  the  ereciiuii  .r 
those  torts. 

1  perfectly  well  recollect  having  a  conversation  with  gone:.' 
Swift,  as  to  il.«  dillicuity  of  prjturiiiij  stone  Irom  the  Clje«ap-<:-.o 
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baj'.  1  ndvisfil  Iiim  tosenH  iinolllcerfo  H*vrp  cle  Grace,  to  view 
the  qn.iriies  iif  stone  in  Ihat  fiuHrt»r.  }{e  sukI  larije  (iimntitits  o( 
ttone  \vo<ilil  l)e  w:i!ite<l;  of  a  good  qiialiiy.and  that  he  «f>#  clesiroiK 
of  BTPiting  it.  on  the  clieapesf  anH  best  ponsihle  terms.  HeiliJ  »eml 
jin  iiflicer, who  repoitpri '■ivornl'ly  of  llie  nunrrios.  In  unWr  to  test 
tli.?e\)>eiise  of  |irociii-inc  the  stone,  I  bcli"ve  he  chartered  vessels 
aiul  birefl  m^-ii  here,  to  pet  out  H  few  carfjoes  lidivcreil  st  ihe 
iverks:  w!iivh,  I  afterwar'Is  ii!)(itrsfooiI,  cost  from  three  to  four 
ilollnrs  pt-r  iitrch;  »t  this  time  the  price  of  freip;ht,  bbor,  !<ce.  was 
liish.  I  shortly  afttruards  nnderstoori  he  made  a  oinitract  with 
y.iijah  Mix,  for  one  hundred  nod  tifiv  thou-  •  id  perch  of  stone,  at 
three  dollars  per  perch,  which,  I  w,ll  rtcoltvct,  at  t!iaf  time  was 
consider.  (1  a  virv  biid  contr.'.ci  liir  M'i\.  and  such  a  one  as  I  at  that 
time  would  not  have  mad.-,  and  I  think  wonld  have  heen  riiinons 
to  the  contractor,  had  nut  an  iiiipn  ccdented  ft!i  in  the  price  of 
1'reiirhts.  labor,  provisions.  .See.  faUen  place. 

When  this  fa!!  in  prices  took  place,  of  at  least  one  half  in 
freis'itf,  hilior,  provisions,  f-.c.  and  in  conse<pience  of  a  prospect 
of  liieir  still  tilling  lower,  I  detirniine<!,  as  I  lived  near  the  quarries 
und  owned  Vkss'ls.  to  endeavor  to  pin-chase  a  part  of  this  contract, 
which  1  effected  hy  a  purcluse  fro.n  Samui;!  Crioper.  of  the  city 
lit  N'ewYork,  of  the  leniainine:  part  of  the  fourih  of  said  contract, 
imrchased  hy  s-iid  Samuel  Cooper  pf  major  Vandcventer,  and  hy 
him  ho'ii;!it  of  Mix  some  tinie  after  the  contract  was  taken  hy  Mix 
liom  th"  Efevernineiit,  as  I  always  undersiool.  I  did  contract  to 
deliver  ihs  stone  -tt  fort  Calhoun  fr.tv'o  d(d!ars  and  sixty  cents 
per  perch.  Bv  this  contract,  had  n,)t  fivieh',  >s:c.  lallen  to  those 
unpvf  Lvdcnted  low  pries,  I  must  have  lost  a  lanjesum  of  money. 
Siiicc  making  this  purchase  of  major  Cooper,  and  ha\"inK  some 
difiiciilties  with  Nlix,  my  purdiise  has  heen  recot^nized  hy  the 
^ov.  rnun-nt,  to  whom  I  have  t^iven  bonds  with  security,  and  am 
iiow  aetiiig  as  a  contractor  with  (he  cjoveniment. 

HOWEi  GOLpSBOROUGIT. 

/Jnrij'nv'!.  Ur.rJ.inlrovntij,  «. 

Oil  this  secoiid  dav  of  May,  1S22,  personally  apprarrd  hefore 
the  subscriber,  a  justice  o>  the  peaie  for  said  county.  Howes 
<ioldsnorjUK'i,  and  maMeorithoii  th,=  Holy  Kvan:vellsts  ot  AIniiijhty 
God,  th.it  trie  foregoing  st^tcTient  is  correct,  to  the  best  ct  his 
bnowledi^e  and  In  lief. 

S>5'prii  before  BENNKT  BAUNE5. 

Stn^ement  of  r.-tnjnr  "findcvrnfcr. 
Mainr  Var^deventer  states',  that  he  did  not,  in  any  Tay  whatever, 
■jtiilucnce  the  enj^in^'er  d-partoient   to  ^iXK  the  contract  to  Mr. 
■Mix;  nor  has  he,  dirftly  or  indirectly,  exercised  any  control  oyer 
its  exeeutian:  that,  sooie  lime  alter  the  formation  of  the  contract, 
be  became  interested  in  it  from  pfr  nitfinL'  said  Mix,  throuirh  mo- 
tives of  friendship.  ari»in!;  from  his  connection  with  him  by  mai'- 
riage,  to  use  his  name  to  raise  funrW  to  execute  Iiis  contract;  and 
that  his  luiiitipal  inducement  to  pjrtiei|)are  in  it  ultimately,  was 
i;i  order  i"  secure  himself  against  any   loss   which   might  resalt 
from  permission  ta  use  his  name  for  the  purpose  above  st.ited,  he 
beint;  tiodpr  aonvehension  at  the  time  that  there  was  well-'ounded 
ilan^pr  of  such  l<iss,  of  avertiop  which  there  was  no  other  means: 
tiiat  In  f  It  a  solicitude  that  any  one  connected  witli  him,  UavinR 
»nv  enRai^ement  with   the  pulilic,  «h(iUl<l  faithluMy  tsecute  it. 
Tliat,  abiut  the  tiri"  ho  bceaeu-  iMeiwted,  he  asked  ihe  secretary 
/)f  War  wh'tliei'it  wjuM  he  impropt-r  hi-  hioi  to  invest  money  in 
the  sxi.l  contract?     'liat  the  secrttiry  replied,  that  it  would  net  be 
illeMTal,  us  ih-'-'-e  was  no  hw  to  piohihii  ;t;  but  it  mi^'ht  expose  hiin 
(ina.ior  V.)  tolmuroper  insinuations,  and  would,  therefore,  be  inju- 
rioiis.    That,  on  niucli  reH-ction,  after  he  had  hncoine  concerned. 
Eld  believing  his  jiirticijiation  v-'is  not  r;~ieealile  to  the  secretary 
of  war,  he  flecl'L-d  to  divest  liimstlf  of  all  itstert-st  in  the  contract, 
which  he  accordingly  did  in  a  few  months.    That,  at  the  time  Mr. 
Mix  msrte  the  cmisract,  he  did  not  knoiv  of  any  charpes  against 
t.is  cliarricttr,  Hl.ifh  went  to  implicate  his  integrity.     That  he  did 
Jiot  know  him  lied. re  1")).?,  wiipii  he  became   cotnieeted  by  mjir- 
riage.  as.  during  net*r!y  the  whole  of  the  lute  war,  he  was  confined 
!is  an  lio'iage  in  Caii»ila.     That,  alter  he  made  acquaintance  with 
bim,  he  did  nut  reniam  in  New  York  more  than  eighteen  niontlis, 
when  he  was  ordered  southw^ird,  v;hencc  he  returned  to  assume 
the  duties  of  his  jnesent  station,  in  lh'>  tiill  of  1817.     That,  when 
bi' pnteliased  the  half  of  the  contract,  he  became  liable,  as  a  con- 
sideration, to  .Mr.  Mi.i;,  (iir  pv-c  hall  of  the  debts  a:;aiiist  the  eon- 
tract,  the  V,  hole  aniotiot  of  which  was  e»liuiate<Jk^t  about  18,000 
dollars.     That  he  afterwards  sold  to  -Mr.  Mix  one  half  of  his  pur- 
cliasp  on  the  same  leriiis,  and  tliereniwitider  cl  his  interest  to  Mr. 
t'ooper;  and  tiiat,  when  the  acccniits  growing  out  of  the  subject 
shall  he  adjusted,  he  may  eventually  realise  from  three  to  iyur 
thousand  dollars- 

'1  he  above  statement  xyas  siihmittctl  to  the  committee  by  major 
■Vsinlivmur  i».:d  written  hy  him.  JOSI.VH  BU  i  LkR. 

Dcftoiit'ou  nf  Ei!i;ar  I'nttcj-fnn, 
V>'i;1i  rcTTprct  to  the  contract  niade  hy  the  war  dpparfmetlt  wilh 
Mr.  Mix,  to  I'lirrish  stone  lor  the  Hip  Itaps,  1  know  but  little,  ex- 
c'ept  from  hearsay. 

I  n<vrr  knew  tiiat  such  a  contract  was  to  be  given  ont  ntiiil 
after  it  was  made  with  .Mr.  Mix  No  person  e^er  ap(>li.d  to  me 
to  know  at  what  price  I  wi.uld  foniish  the  stone,  until  about  a 
year  aftu  the  contract  nas  made  with  Mr.  .^Jix. 

EDOAK  PATTEUSON. 

TiKTVo^^nforics  to  ^Tr.  Prritcrsov. 

Ovri.  How  touij  iiave  you  csidcd  in  Georgetown?  V.'as  it  genc- 
jraiiy  known  in  Ibis  tiiy  that  jrineral  Mason  and  yourself  were  the 
owners  of  extensive  s'une  quarries? 

Ans.  I  has'e  reside  lv:>  licorgeto'vn  s'lnnt  twenty-two  yenrt.  I 
Vlifcve  it  ii  pretty  Rtn^r^Ily  known  that  general  John  M»!i;  >  and 
l;;\se!i  are  <He  principal  ijuarry  liniiiis  on  the  littt-waters  o!  the 
i^oropiac. 


piiet  What  is  the  lowest  price  at  which  you  svoiild  have  been 
willing  to  have  contraeletl  for  the  delivery  of  stone  at  the  Rip 
Uaps? 

jns.  Not  being  myself  engaged  In  the  stone  qitarryinghnsiness* 
at  the  time  the  contract  was  made,  I  am  not  able  to  say  what  the 
cost  of  delivering  such  stone  would  have  been.  I  would  now  be 
glad  to  contract  to  deliver  a  similar  quantity  and  quality  of  stone 
for  ona  hundred  thonsand  dollirs  less. 

On  the  31st  April,  1322,  bciore  nie  sppnnred  Edgrtr  PattersoTt. 
and  made  oath  that  the  statemenu  signeil  by  him  arc  true,  and 
that  the  ans.vci-i  to  th»  sncceeiling  questions  are  true  to  the  bes^ 
of  hisbeljif.  ])\MIKL  R  \PINK,,, Justice  of  the  peace. 

Mr.  Pa'terson  further  states,  this  2d  day  of  Mav,  1822,  that  he 
has  lia't  stone  freighted  to  Old  Point  Comfort,  in  1330,  for  one 
ilollar  and  twelve  cents  to  one  dollar  and  thirty-seven  and  a  half 
cents  per  perch,  and  that  they  were  large huildimr  stone;  al50,that 
ha  has  beex  iiifnrmed  that  stons  has  ben  freighted  for  Mr.  Mix 
for  one  dollar  p^r  p'rcli;  and  he  helievrs  that,  in  1818,  stone  might 
have  been  frighted  to  Point  Comfort,  or  the  Rip  Haps,  for  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  perch. 

Anafosfnn  Fslanr',  Mnij  2(/,  1827. 
Kf— The  letter  yon  did  me  the  honor  to  address  ine  on  the  3ci)i 
ultimo  came  yesterday  to  hand. 

I  will  readily  proceed  to  aiiswcrtlie  inquiriesof  the  committee 
in  which  you  preside.  1  have  no  recollection  that  I  reci=ived  any 
information,  from  the  departm"nt  of  war,  of  a  contract  to  be  made 
for  thfl  deliviry  of  stone  at  the  Rip  Raps,  in  18  18.  Early  in  the 
month  of  December,  of  that  year,  there  appeared  in  the'  public 
prints  an  advertisement,  by  the'  commandant  of  engineers,  inviting 
proposals  to  he  made,  within  some  two  or  three  months,  for  a 
large  quantity  of  building  stone,  to  be  delivered  at  Old  Point 
Comfort,  for  which  I  put  in  proposals.  Having,  previous  to  the. 
reception  of  your  letter,  received  an  application  from  the  engineer 
dep,iriment  for  innirniation  on  that  subject,  I  have  furnished  it 
with  a  statement  of  the  transaction,  a  Copy  of  which  it  seems  to 
he  proper,  umler  the  circuoistances,  that  I  should  transmit  to  yo(U 
and  you  will  aceordinglj',  sir,  find  it  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  MASOK. 
Hon.  Jo.siah  Bui'cr,  chairrr.aT  of  t!it>  committee.  &r. 

Ill  the  year  1810,  in  consequence  of  an  advertisement  from  the 
engineer  department,  I  made  proposals  to  furnish  a  vf  ry  considera- 
ble quantityof  building  stone  at  OM  Point  Coml'ort,  on  the  Chfsa-. 
peake,  of  the  sort  of  granite  usually  found  about  the  fails  of  our 
rivers,  as  will  l>e  seen  hy  the  letter  I  addressed  to  colonel  Armistead» 
a  copy  of  which  follows: 

Ceorgefmvn,^7lh  Tehrnnry,  IS  IP. 
Sh — In  consequenc."  of  j-our  advertisement  of  the  2d  of  Doceni- 
ber  last,  1  beg  leave  to  ofVer  to  deliver,  at  Old  Point  Comfort, 
eighty  thousand  perches  of  huilding  stone,  from  my  qu.arries  in 
this  iieighborhooti,  of  such  quality  as  has  heen  heretofore  received 
from  them,  at  that  place,  and  at  Fort  Washington,  for  the  puhlia 
use.  at  four  dollars  per  perch,  provided  suitable  provision  is  made 
for  receiving  the  stone  and  guarding  ag'inst  i  he  delay  of  the  vessels 
employnl  in  th«  transportation  of  it;  and  that  suih  advances  are 
made,  on  satistiictory  security,  as  will  enable  rne  to  prosecute  the 
business  to  advantage. 

Very  respectfully,  1  have  the  honor  tobc,  sir,  vour  most  obedienl 
servant,  '  "        ,T.  MASON. 

Colonel  H'alker  A",  Armlftea'', 

Lieut,  cot,  com't  eng.  Washington. 
Having  been  in  the  habit,  for  mora  than  twtnty-fii'e  year',  nf 
disposing  of  stone,  in  various  ways,  from  extensive  quarries  owncJ 
hv  me  in  this  neighborhood,  and  knowing,  from  ptrsnnal  expf. 
rience,  all  the  minutiae  of  she  business,  I  thought  myself  coinpe.- 
teiit  to  estimate  tlerstes  at  which  this  material  could  be  delivered 
at  th»  place  designated;  and,foiinding  my  calculations  on  the  prices 
of  freight,  labor,  provisions,  and  other  necessary  supplie»,  prevail- 
ing, ci  that  fiine,  I  well  remember  that,  when  I  put  my  name  to 
the  proposals,  sent  in  as  ahos'e  shewn,  it  was  on  p.  conviction  that, 
at  a  price  less  than  that  named  by  me.  there  would  not  he  lefts 
profit  sufiicient  to  indemnify  me  for  the  time,  labor,  and  risk  of 
casualties,  necessarily  attendant  on  an  enterprise  of  that  naturf^ 
and  growing  out  of  the  employment  of  as  many  agents,  and  men, 
aiid  vessels,  and  the  purchase  of  as  large  supplies,  as  would  be 
required  by  a  punctual  fulfilment  of  such  a  contract. 

Oiliers,  however,  it  appears,  estimated  did'crenily;  and  the  con- 
tract was  g^ven  to  a  bid  lower  than  mine.  '  J.  MASON. 
Annlvstanlslaitil,  May  1,  1822. 

Hon,  inilicnn  II.  Cra-i-ftril  tcthe  hnn.  .Trtsinh  Unt'.er.  rclntive  to  t'le 
transfer  offunili-J'roin  Ihe  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Noifolk: 

Treasury  lie/mrttiienf.  A/irit  3. 1822. 

S,'/-— In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  received  this  morn- 
ing, requesting  me  to  "inform  th.?  select  committee  on  Mix's  con- 
ti-acf,  whether  the  contract,  as  stated  in  the  enclosed,  was  consider- 
ed as  entered  into  on  the  5th  of  April,  1.SI8.  or  so  entered  of  re- 
cord; also,  joii  will  inform  the  commiltee  who  applied  to  yon  foe 
your  approbation  in  transti^rring  money  in  the  hands  of  an  agent 
of  the  povf  rtiment.  for  the  fortifications  in  the  Gulf  to  the  Chesa- 
peake;" I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  no  contract  was  enclosed  in 
thv  said  letter,  but  the  second  comptrolh T  reports  that  the  contract 
fded  in  his  office,  is  dated  ihi;  EJlh  of  July,  1818,  and  the  thini 
auditor  states  the  same  fact,  and  adds  tlist,  if  any  other  date  has 
been  given  to  it  in  his  statements,  it  is  8t>  error. 

Ill  reply  to  tlie  latter  part  of  your  letter,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  msjer  Vaiirieventer,  cliiel  clerk  of  the  war  department,  called 
at  this  office,  and  requested  that  funds,  which  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  agent  tin-  fortifications  upon  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  might 
l.e  transferred  to  Norfolk.  1  informed  him  that,  if  the  agent  would 
dcposite  at  New  Orleuii;,  or  at  the  Hank  of  Torabeckbe,  an.e 
sum  which  the  war  departtnent  wisheil  to  be  transferred  to  N"- 
fo'.U,  I  would  haTK  theanr-nuot  fransfecrs<<  as  re'^uested. 
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So-, 


The  Wea  of  trun'iferiini;^  money  from  nre  acconnt  to  another 
wss  not  tinilersfood  by  me  to  he  involved  in  the  transstUon.  It 
was  a  mere  transfer  of"^  money  from  one  place  'o  anmlier,  ami  not 
from  oi-e  sccount  to  another.  Thii  londs,  inten'''  il  to  he  tvnn«- 
ferred,  had  not  otily  hcfn  rtrauii  from  the  treasury,  hut  had  hren 
placed  by  the  secretary  in  the  haul's  of  die  aj?^t'nt  for  furtihca- 
tions,  and  was,  in  no  |>i>s«ible  irinimer.  siihject  to  my  coiitroli  It 
was,  however,  still  piihlic  money.  vvhi>h  the  hank  of  the  United 
States  was  bonrtd  to  transfer,  I'luh  r  the  instruciioTis  and  direc- 
tion of  the  sncreraiy  of  the  fre.asiiry. 

1  have  no  recnllectinn  that  any  other  person  npplied  to  me  on 
this  snhiect.  nor  do  I  recollect  that  any  conversation  ever  oc- 
curred between  i!ie  chief  of  the  corps  of  enRioi  eriaml  me,  on  this 
siihjfcl.  Acfordiiii;  to  my  pn-sent  rnjolliiion  of  liie  Iraiisac- 
tioti,  iTiaior  Vandi'veriter  called  twice  at  the  dcp^rtoient;  the  first 
time  when  thf  Sfcretary  was  i:i  thn  ci'y.  and  the  second  ilmii'^ 
)iis  .absence;  hut  it  is  pos-.ibie  that  I  nii,y  bu  incorrect  as  to  tb;; 
•fir't. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  yoitr  most  obe.V:ent  trrvant, 

V/il.  II.  flt.VVVIOHD. 

Hon.  Josiah  Uiitler,  cliairie.an  of  select  conimittee. 

Defioxilt'nn  nfjohn  liiiiir. 
City  and  eo"nfy  of  N»w  Votk,  s^. 

.lobn  Tlotw-,  of  the  s'lid  ( i:v  a;id  conrify  of  TJfw  York,  merchant, 
Ix'ins^doly  s%vorn,'?/<)os-ciIi  and  Stfith,  th»t  somilinie  -ipartht  close 
ol  the  year  nn.e  thousand  pii^ht  hiitnlred  and  ten,  Samtiel  Stil- 
veil,  then  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  nov/  d -ceased,  called 
at  the  cottntint;  honso  of  Hones  and  Town,  flo  which  firm  the 
-.in('ersi?ned  belnrif^ed).  ajii\  cxpnssed  a  wish  to  speak  alone  and 
in  privnte  with  this  dei)onent.  He  then  rxlilhitcd,  while  apart 
vlth  this  deponent,  a  sir.all  nart  of  a  strip  cf  paper  which  appeal- 
jed  to  b?  a  note  or  'lill,  and  sb'>winL'  an  endorsement  on  the  hack 
of  said  paper,  askedllie  deponent  K  that  was  the  endoriemt  nt  of 
any  member  of  the  firm,  or  whether  it  v,as  the  hand  writing;  of 
8nv  one  of  the  firm.  To  this  question  the  deponent  answered 
^hat  it  was  bis  h»nd  writing,  and  that  the  ticTie  of  the  firm  was 
painine.  To  this  remai-k,  the  said  Stilwe'l  replied  "that  is 
enough,  or  1  am  sacisfie*!.''    This  deponent,  tlioliiag  this  kind  of 


in  the  United  Staffs,  lie  wonid  pnrsnethe  nf  c^sstry  steps  !o  brion; 
him  10  jostlee by  demanding  him  asa  fugitive  hom  jiisiiccicor- 
siderinpf  him  as  well  deserving  exemplary  punishment  both  Irun 
the  peculiar  trati're  of  the  ofTence,  the  manner  it  was  ptrpetratc.l 
anit  the  rank  he  held  in  society. 

Tlist  tlio  first  iotimMlion  the  ilcponent  had  of  bis  being  aif/ 
'vbf-re  within  the  Unitid  States,  was  from  some  noiic.?  in  ibeiieivsK 
papfrs  meniior.g  him  as  being  then  employed  in  tij.ing  to  destroy 
thu  lliltisb  shij's  of  w^r  in  the  Cbes  ipeake.  That  the  deponent 
considered  his  bijri;  so  employed,  jostiiiid  hirn  in  \\\<Uh:)'Aiu?;nzv 
procejjdings against  liiin  at  that  time.  Thr-t  so:iiet:ni?  in  the  fall 
(if  th,".t  yfcar.or  early  in  the  s(>ring  of  the  ensiiiiig  yj.^:'.  [iSM]  d.''- 
ponrnt,  acting  asdisti-ict  aiiirney,  was  applied  to  iiy  the  conns. 1  tff 
William  Adiinson  an.l  Saoni'  1  Kurllng.  or  Iry  ihi'diselves,  «ho, 
[one  or  Iiiitli  of  them],  bad  been  sutd  in  an  attimof  iljmogHs  for«< 
Ini'g-  a'ooiint,  to  enter  a  iwl/c  firiXfqu!  on  said  indict  Jie:it,wiiic'i 
application  -v.^s  bottomed  on  the  fact  of  Mix  th-n  l!(ii;;j  meritori- 
ously  empb  yeil  by  tlie  government  in  th»  S"ivice  of  b;s  r.^iintvv, 
an;i  al"0  on  the  fact  o!  his  bt^ing  a  v<ry  mate;  id  wit.ir  ss  i<)r  (hem 
in  ilie  said  cauie  ibi?ii  abotit  being  tried;  t'lRt  v.itbn;it  his' testimony 
grtat  iriiiistlct  wmiii]  Ii-iloneto  tbeni;  and  th;»t  tli>-  endsof  justice 
would  be  nioch  more  snhs'jrved  by  discbiiigiiig  him  liom  projec"' 
[ion  on  tbeici'ictnient.tbin  by  getting  lii'O  ir\  hir^at  a  great  ei- 
pcn^e  and  tryios  him;  ui.'.  resnecta''ility  of  hti  fjtni!v,  of  bis 
fatlirr-indaw.  (;■  «  ir  ^-'amie-l  Cooper),  and  llie  f;ict  of  "tcssv?. 
TIcini.s  an'.flowii  i,ot  baviiij^'-  su'laiv^  any  injory  from  the  ne- 
j'uclxling  the  (iirg^ry,  rtei'9  a.?*!  nvg.d  ^s  inotiivs  <'»r  ent-ring 
(bo  nolb- pros.;r;'jl,  T  lie  de^'oniMt  w.isaUo  rrqie  vtfd  to  ne)ke-ap- 
piicaiioii  to  Mr.  chief  JMStic*  i<e'it,  n  >'.v  ehai.eel'orofiliis  state, snil 
to  trie  licnnrablu  IJj  Witt  Clintnii.  v-\i  .bid  ih  Oi;d^u  H  iS'nisn.tb* 
ni.ojoratid  rieordrr  of  the  iMty.  foi  tle-ir  opinion  and  advice  Cij 
lb*  subject,  wiiicli  he  accordingly  made  to  tlietn.  and  on  a  niafjr:' 
consideration^  and  deponent  believes  «  e-nisiiitation  among  them. 


be  W3!  aiUised  that  in  there  opinion  it  was  a  case  whFr  'in  he  migbi 
enter  a  nolle  proses 'li,  and  tiiat  the  ends  cf.justice  would  be  niuc^i 
bcttu'  answerejl  by  doing  so  than  by  pDceeding  tberton.  and  the: 
deponent  accordingly  determint'd  to  enter  such  nolle  Jirosrnvi  m. 
th«  court  then  silting,  bat  which  was  not  don«  In  consv<iuence  (fit 
the  ii>d!Ctmta>t  Iving  fradulently,  and  under  false  pretences  taken 


conduct  very  singular,  immediafciy  insisted  on  seeing  thtpapcv  on  j  from  the  possession  of  the  deponent  by  a  person  who  snbs-'qnetitl':' 
->vlMch  the  name  of  the  said  fu'm  was  so  v;rittcn,  and,  ai'ter  some    sibiittcd  toliim  that  li«  had  dts'roy  d  it.     For  this  reason  a  nnila 

prosequi  was  not  entered  and  cannot  now  b.»  j  roduccd.  Seme 
tiitie  aiier  the  war  Mix  reinriied  to  New  York,  and  conimt-ncHl 
bn.incssasan  amiionper,  and  so  continued  till  h*  became  baok- 
rnpt,  and  the  fil;s  of  the  eomt  show,  that  he  wm  discharged  tinder 
an  ifcsiilvcnt  law  of  our  stateas  an  insolvent  d<l>tor.on  the  nth  of 
April. IR17.  li:;.ing  !li"time  he  conducte'l  the  aucti-sn  establish- 
iT)tnt  which  «8sc>ll'd  "The  Ladies'  Auction  Room,"  liis  cbarac- 


difficulty,  obtained  a  sight  o!  the  same,and  found  that  it  was  a 
promissory  note,  drawn  by  Eliiab  Mix  in  favor  of  Hon«-3  and 
Town,  and  apparently  endorsed  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  said 
firm,  The  exact  amount  ibis  deponent  does  not  rscoll^ct,  but 
thinks  it  was  between  fifteen  bun'lrt'd  and  twenty-fiva  hnndr.'d 
dolla'-s.     Iinmedinttly  on  teeing  the  said  note  this  deponent  dis- 


covered that  it  was  p  piece  of  pap?."  two  edges  nf  which  wjs 
jrreen,  and  the  other  iv.o  wi-ite.  and  expressed  a  bilicf  tb.at  it  had 
been  cut  out  of  a  receipt  bonk.  This  deponent  then  declared 
that  he  bad  never  signed  snch  a  noie,  that  the  iirtt)  of  Monts 
and  Town  had  never  endorsed  such  a?nofe;  and  that  the  wbola 
was  a  forgery,  anil  the  whole  transaction  fiaudi;ient,  or  to  that 
elf.  ct.  'Ihis'  deponent  then  wtnt  to  tl-.e  police  o.bee  of  the  city 
of  Kev.'  York  and  inlnrmej  ajainst  the  said  F.liij.Ii  Mix,  as  a  man 
guilty  of  forgery,  id  liable  to  be  proceeded  against  as  a  criminal, 
citwas  a  fact  generally  rt-portedat  the  time,  as  this  deponfiit  be- 
■Jicves,  that  M;\  was  guilty  of  forg'-rv.  JOHN  HONE. 

'      Sworn  befofs  me  this  2d  May,  tt22. 

W.  V.  VAN  NF.SS, 
Judge  of  llie  district  cocrt  of  the  United  Stales, 

for  the  southern  district  of  New  York. 

J^'iUimn  Van  TIooVs  I'eposUlon, 
-City  and  e ounty  nf  Ni.w  York,  ss. 

VVilbain  Van  Hook,  of  the  city   of  New  Y'ork,  conpsellor  at 
faw,  being  duly  sv  .,;ii,  di.ilMlepose  and  say,  that,  during  the  p"rl 
of  the  year  I'^l'^.  e^Vi'-ipi,.  ing  v.jtb    April,  and  niitil  aft«r  Fe- 
Jjriiary  ^iessi-irj,  J8<[,,tb'  bonorihle  Cadwaibvler  D.  Cnldeii.  now 
a  meiober  of  eieigress  fi'otn  this  city,  was  the  district  attorney'  of 
thisslate  fo'r,tbe  di'itrict  ill  which  this  city  ind  neiiity  \\f\"  in- 
Ciiiiltd,  an  >  tli:!t   the  deponent,  who  bad  b"cii  a  clerk  in  his  oRlcf. 
■was  empliived  by  liini  to  oiiduct  the  detail   of  the  business  of 
said  olfjCK  of  ilistrict  atto-ney.     That  deponent  well  ren)emhers 
drawing,  in  the  month  of  .'aiinary  or  February,  131 1,  En  indict- 
ment for  forgery  under  the  statute  of  New  Ytirk,  against  Elijah 
5Ii)i,  t'uen  lately  of  said  city,  merchant,  which  itjdietm»nt  con- 
tained counts  for  forging  and  uttering  and  pnblishiiij;  as  trive, 
ecienter,  a  tyrtain   promissory  note,  pnrpnriioiT  to  befdrawn  by 
said  Elijah  .Mix  in  favor  of  Messrs.  Honi:s  and  Town,  of  the  said 
city,  merchants  and  auctioneers,  and  |ta  be  emlorsed  by  them. 
And  the  deponent  also  thinks  and   believes  it  contained  cotnits 
charging  him   with  feloniously  convurting  a  rectipt  bearing  the 
genuine  signatnra  of  Hon<"s  and  Tov.n  to  the  purpose  of  a  pro- 
missory potc.  thereby  making  them  liable  therefor.    'I'bat,  im.ne- 
tliately  after  the  detection  of  the  Jbrgrry,  and  before  the  indict- 
ment was  drawn,  Mix  aUcontJcd,  and  inv  a   long  time  his  resi- 
lience was  unknown:    Tliat  the  said  indictment  was  found  by  the 
prandjnry  at  the  Fubruary  court  of  general  sessions  nf  the  peace, 
a  tru"  bill,  and  returned  by  them  into  court  on  the  15th  of  Fe- 
Ijruary,  ISU.    That  no  proceedings  were  bad  in  the  said  case 
during  that  court,  and  previous  to  the  next    conrt,  [whieb  was 


terfor  I'.oriesty  was  giinerally,  so  far  as  the,  dijponents  knnwietig!! 
andinform.itit.n  ixfended,  held  to  be  very  bid.  And  the  deponeivC 
has  frequently  hjard  liini  charged  wit.*i  liavi'ig  practised  gross 
fraud  in  sales  made  by  him.  W.M.  VAN  HOOK. 

Sworn  belbie  nie,  this  ad  M.ay.,  in23, 
IV,  P.  V'ln  A>  -i-.  judpe  of  the  district  court  U.  States,  for  tlie 
southern  district  of  New  York. 

May  1,1902.  . 
Deer  sir:  I  hsve  examined  the  minute's  of  the  court" of  genera! 
s;s-io!isof  the  ptace  of  this  city,  and  Had  tint,  on  tiie  \sih  Fel-rnr.:  T 
ISU,  the  gra.id  jury  prrseiitid  a  hill  ofindicfn-ut  against  Elijals 
Mix.  forfiTging  t>n  fndirsHment  of  a  pinmissory  ingoriable  lioty 
ill  fe  name  of  Hones  and  r-)V/n,  and  uttering  the  same.ficienti  r) 
hut  Idonot  find  the  iiidictiueut  on  file,a'id  of  course  csimolgivu 
yo'i  a  cop5  rs  you  request. 

Williani  Van  Huoit,  esquire  I  understand,  cm  give  th*-  reason 
n'hy  (he  indictment  is  misting  from  tli-'  files,    i  aoi.iir.  vourst'.jt. 

racHAllO  HATiTELD. 
r/i.  C. /f'.'/;?ev.  esq. 
Mi-llatfii!dii  cirrkof  the  court  of  general  sessions. 

cri.G,  HAINES, 
[Pnfiers  to  be  colli imied.'\ 


(lj"As  a  gctieral  answer  on  such  subjec's,  our 
reutlers  antllVitncls  will  please  lo  bc*:ir  in  mint]  tl'.at, 
WG  very  rarelr,  incleed,  if  ever,  nnhlislj  anoiii'mmit 
remarks  on  o{licuil  articles,  and  i-t  is  ag';iinst  fiir  ruic 
a!«o,  to  .!;;;•; ve  u  one-sided  view  of  any  subject  ii'aiio- 
t!icr  isfiirnisl)ed  with  like  clai'r.s  to  credence,  a;iJ 
presented  i:i  a  tlccorotis  aiaiiner.  Many  tliinj^s 
are  said  and  done  lo  afVcct  tiie  c!;arar.ter  of  paili- 
ctilar  men  or  measures,  that  we  do  no*,  notice  at  airs 
and  it  is  our  desig-n  always,  either  not  to  notice  a 
s'.ibject,  or  to  afford  a  view  of  the  wlioie  ground  of 
it,  if  we  can. 

Tncr.T  MonTT.-yiyc.     A  mtic'i  respected  friend 

helil  in  April],  Mr.  Cohlen  was  removod  from  office,  and  the  pa-    inNew  York, in  some  matter  of  dispute,  liaving'  Iiatl 

.  _    -.    o  ■  _.     ._.    j,|,j,^gjg|^  {f,  j.„f,jj.  tQ  ^1,£  f,n-|^j^l  CO p y  0 f  t It c  c o p s t { - 

ttilion  of  the  state,  found  that  it  materially  did'cpetl 
from  AT.T.  tlic  rewspaper  copies  of  that  instrument 
which  he  had,  and  sever.il  of  whtcli  h.';  compared 
it  with.  The  constitution  as  inserted  in  the  JIh.- 
nisTKR,  was  copietl  from  one  of  t!ic;  tnoct  reFpTl!i.- 


pers  of  every  df  scrip'ion  appertaining  to  the  office  of  district  at- 
torney, undisposed  of,  handed  to  his  successor  in  oiHce,  among 
which  papers  was  the  indictment  against  the  said  Elijali  Mix. 
That,  in  the  spring  of  1813,  Barent  Gardenier,  esq.  (formerly  a 
member  of  congress,  and  now  deceased),  was  appointed  district 
attorney,  and  in  April  of  that  year,  diroonent  entered  into  co- 
partnership witb  him  in  proiesvional  business,  and  that,  among 
Hip  indietments  banded  to  said  (.Tardenier,  by  /iw  predecessor  in 

'^iTiee,  was  the  one  against  the  said  Elijah  .Mix.     That  the  depo-  ,  "         ,i        ._ ,.        r  ••         -.-      •  ■  •    i 

!Viif  di'rer'T)ine.ll!iav,iS  soon  as  bis  residence  coalJ'jc  fjund,  if'olc  neW-Spapers  in  t!lCi;t:>tC  Ul  :\3-.V   I  "-.iC,  V.-Oiclj     • 
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could  name,  if  ntccssury.  A  notice  of  the  diflfer- 
ent  errors  between  that  copy  and  the  official  one, 
iiils  two  closely  written  pages,  of  folio  cap  paper! 


Designing  that  the   IIksistbu  shall  preserve  \is\  sixteen  /iu?i(lred 


TiiF.  FLoniDA  THEATT.  Tlic  whole  number  of 
claims  preferred  before  the  commissioners  for  ad- 
justing- them,  at  this  time  amounts  to  more  than 


character  of  fidelity  for  reference,  I  sincerel)'  thank 
the  gentleman  for  the  information  which  he  has 
given  nic,  wiiilst  really  astonished  at  the  multitude 
and  magnitude  of  the  errors  pointed  out.  Those 
who  use  this  work  will  please  to  regard  the  paper 
publisi.ed  in  the  21st  vol.  of  this  work,  page  205, 
Stc.  astoo  imperfect  for  use  and  as  cancelled;  the 
place  of  which  shall  be  supplied  by  an  insertion 
from  an  official  copy,  as  soon  as  the  room  can  be 
spared  for  it. 

"The  Rip  Rap  costhact."  With  considerable 
exertion  and  the  use  of  our  small  type,  we  liave 
reached  a  good  stopping-place  in  the  documents 
apijertaining  to  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  this  matter  was  referred — but  there  are  se- 
veral papers  yet  behind,  of  a  supplementary  or  ex- 
planatory character,  that  shall  be  published  next 
week;  alter  which,  we  projjose  to  commence  an 
insertion  of  the  president's  views  of  the  subject 
of  internal  improvements.  When  we  get  through 
wjth  that  and  two  or  three  other  papers  of  consi- 
derable length  and  importance,  especially  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  senate  on  certain  late  mditary  ap- 
pointments, we  shall  take  up  the  census  cf  1820, 
and  present  it  in  what  we  hope  will  prove  an  ac- 
ceptable form,  with  several  statistical  tables  grow- 
ing out  of  the  facts  furnished. 

iMroRTAST.  Mr.  Torres,  was  received  by  the 
president,  on  Wednesday  last,  as  charge  d'affaires 
of  the  republic  of  Colombia.  He  is  a  most  excel- 
lent man,  one  of  the  most  enlightened  of  his  own 
or  any  other  country. 

MESsns.  AnAMS  and  Russell.  It  is  understood 
that  Mr.  Russell  is  preparing  a  reply  to  Mr.  Adams' 
remarks — it  shall  be  inserted  when  received.  A 
sketch  of  the  proceedings  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives (not  heretofore  published),  when  the 
letter.-^^^  of  Mr.  Russell  were  called  for,  is  now  insert- 
ed, as  necessary  to  a  better  understanding  of  the 
merits  of  tlie  matter. 

Afuicajt  coLONizATtoN.  Some  gentleman  un- 
known, has  sent  us  a  piece  which  lie  seems  to  de- 
sire may  be  published  in  all  the  papers  of  the  U. 
States,  inviting  the  people,  wiien  assembled  to  ce- 
lebrate the  ensuing  anniversary  of  their  indepen- 
dence, to  contribute,  according  to  their  ability,  to 
the  funds  of  the  "American  Colonization  Society." 
We  must  respect  the  motives  of  our  correspondent 
— the  day  designated  is  exactly  fitted  for  the  per- 
formance of  acts  to  benefit  the  human  race, 

but  believing  as  we  do,  that  the  benevolent  pro 
ject  will  not  have  the  least  sensible  efi'ect  in  re- 
lieving us  of  that  description  of  our  popidntion 
which  all  men  regret  was  ever  introduced  in  Ame- 
rica, and  yet  doubtful,  also,  whether  the  happiness 
of  the  few  persons  that  miglu  be  induced  to  emi- 
grate would  be  in  any  wise  promoted  by  doing 
so— we  use  the  discretion  rightfully  vested  in  us, 
of  withh'dding  the  article;  as  we  would  do  any 
other  of  the  same  character  that  might  lead  the 
people  to  look  abroad  for  objects  of  charitj^,  while 
there  are  so  many  objects  of  it  at  home.  We 
would  rather  hear  of  the  establishment  of  a  hum- 
ble  charity  school  in  our  own  land,  than  the  build- 
ing up  of  a  roost  splendid  mission  to  convert  the 
heathens  of  India  or  Japan. 


It  is  believed  that  the  board,  anxious  to  proceed 
with  the  business  committed  to  tiiem,  will  soon 
adoptjineasures  to  obstruct,  if  not  refuse,  the  recep- 
tion of  new  claims.  Indeed,  we  should  suppose 
that  the  period  has  nearly,  if  not  quite  arrived, 
when  such  proceedings  should  take  place. 

I'lRACY.  Tiie  New  York  papers  give  us  an  ac- 
count of  a  most  horrid  act  of  piracy,  committed  0:1 
the  15tii  of  May,  on  board  of  the  brig  Aurilla,  of 
New  York,  from  FJaltimore  for  New  Orleans,  Siie 
was  boarded  off  Key  Sal,  from  two  piratical  schoo- 
ners, well  fitted  with  great  guns  and  small  arms, 
and  manned  by  forty  or  fifty  men  eacli.  The  pas- 
sengers and  crew  were  beaten  in  the  most  shock- 
ing manner;  and  one  of  them  was  hung  up  to  the 
yard  arm,  and  then  dropt  into  the  water  apparent- 
ly lifeless.  The  brig  was  plundered  of  every  thing 
that  was  valuable,  at  the  will  of  the  wretches,  the 
passengers  being  robbed  of  their  clothing,  watch- 
es, breast-pins,  &.c.  and  they  delighted  to  destroy 
what  they  did  not  please  to  take  away.  The  vil- 
lains  crowned  their  crimes,  by  ravisiiiug  the  wo- 
men that  were  on  board,  and  committing  the  most 
brutal  and  shocking  excesses  on  their  bodies!  Af- 
ter wliich  tlie  pirates  released  tile  vessel.  On  the 
17th  of  May  the  Aurdla  fell  in  with  the  U.  S. 
schooner  Shark,  the  commander  of  which,  after 
behaving  most  kindly,  immediately  proceeded  in 
search  of  the  pirates.  The  brigs  Hiram,  of  New- 
port, Fair  Trader,  of  Iloston,  and  Uus)',  of  Rhode 
Island,  were  robbed  on  the  same  day  and  brought 
to  anchor  by  the  pirates  near  the  Aurilla— but  fur- 
ther particulars  have  not  been  received  of  them, 
except  that  they  also  were  released. 

In  regard  to  such  terrible  proceedings,  we  would 
apply  the  reasoning  of  the  venerable  Dr,  .Tames 
riilon,  of  Delaware,  lately  deceased.  Writing  to 
a  friend,  who  had  interfered  in  behalf  of  a  tory.iu 
177."),  he  said — "You  cannot  be  ignorant  that  the 
"law  of  the  land  is  insufficient  to  protect  us  agiinst 
"tlie  violence  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  therefore, 
"America  has  long  since  recurred  to  the  law  of  na- 
"ture,  by  virtue  of  wiiich  she  hath  strengthened 
"her  hands.  As  we  have  no  law  of  the  land  by 
"which  we  can  punish  tories  and;  traitors,  the  na- 
"lural  law  of  necessity  takes  jdace.  'Natural  law 
"has  justice  alone  for  its  object,  and  in  Mr.  C's 
"case  the  sole  question  ought  to  be,  has  he  receiv- 
"ed  more  thjn  he  deserved,"  &c.  [See  "Princi- 
ples A!vn  Acts  ov  thuHevolvtion,"  just  published 
bfi  the  edituv  o/" /Ae  Kegisteu,  page  259.]  So,  as 
there  is  no  law  to  pursue  these  wretches  on  shore 
in  Cuba,  &c.  and  tlie  local  authorities  have  not  the 
power  or  want  the  will  to  break  up  their  establish- 
ments, "natural  law  must  of  necessity  take  place," 
and  higglings  about  the  law  of  nations  must  yield 
to  its  just  o])eration. 

We  liotice,  since  the  above  was  written,  the  rob- 
bery of  se\eral  vessels,  when  near  Havana,  by  per- 
sons in  open  boats,  armed  with  muskets  and  swords. 
They  plundered  the  passengers  and  crews  of  what 
they  liked,  and,  in  one  case,  even  robbed  a  Spanish 
priest  of  his  clothes!  But,  in  an  attempt  to  capture 
the  brig  Ht-lvidera,  from  Port  au  Prince, in  a  schoon- 
er of  about  ,35  tons,  with  one  6  pounder  and  small 
arms,  and, as  was  supposed,  between  20  and  30  men, 
they  failed;  the  Belvidera  being  also  armed  With 
one  heavy  gun  and  musketry.  The  pirate  came 
close  along-side  the  brig,  ordered  her  to  surrender,i 
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ami  fireil  into  her — hut  the  (ire  was  returned,  and 
six  of  thf  pirates  were  seen  to  fall,  among  them  the 
captain.  Another  shot  caused  the  schooner  to  re- 
lire  with  only  seven  men  on  deck.  The  brig'  had 
one  man  killed,  and  received  40  musket  bails  in 
her  hull,  &c. 

The  following'  is  an  extract  from  tiie  log-book  of 
the  Btlvidera — "2d  M;iy,  spoke  the  U.  S.  scliooner 
Allig-aior,  lieut.  Stockton,  ott"  Sugar  Key,  (Cuba); 
was  informed  that  they  had  burnt  one  schooner 
and  taken  anotlier,  and  a  sloop,  from  the  pirates, 
bes'dcs  an  Englisii  brig,  the  captain  and  mate  of 
which  the  freebooters  hanged.  The  Alligator  had 
also  retaken  the  Colojiibian  schooner  Senega  from 
the  crew,  who  had  mutmicd  and  run  away  with  her. 
■\Vhen  the  Belvidera  parted  with  the  Alligator, 
captain  Sloc'clon  was  in  shore  with  70  men  from 
tl'.e  Grampus  and  Alligator,  on  board  of  a  schooner 
of  a;i  easy  draft  of  water,  and  they  were  exchang- 
ing shots  witli  a  piratical  schooner  manned  by  70 
men.  From  Iier  position  it  was  considered  doubt- 
ful whether  the  pirate  could  be  carried.  The  fa- 
mous Lafitte  was  among  them.  Cap'.ain  Stockton 
Iiad  taken  no  prisoners." 

This  shews  that  our  ofRcers  and  seamen  are  very 
active — but  it  proves,  also^  that  they  must  have 
the  sanction  of  government  to  enter  the  country 
in  pursuit  of  the  miscreants. 

The  people  of  Cuba  are  very  indifierent  to  these 
tilings — in  reference  to  Xhe  quasi  S.  American  pri- 
vateers fitted  out  in  the  United  States,  they  say, 
"it  is  so  much  for  so  much,"  and  think  no  more  about 
it.  We  were  always  opposed  to  the  pirateeriug 
system,  and  have  only  to  wish  that  those  who  got 
it  up  were  the  sufferers  by  it. 

United  States  hank.  A  paragraph  is  inserted 
in  the  Philadelphia  papers,  which  informs  us  that 
the  cashier  of  the  branch  bank  at  New  York,  had 
closed  the  account  of  a  very  respectable  house  in 
that  city,  because  the  house  had  asked  for  tfie  sum 
of  §15,000  in  coin;  and  asks  "can  this  proceeding 
be  sanctioned  by  the  parent  bank,  oris  such  a  step 
*ulhorized  by  the  cliarter  of  the  bank?" 

The  charter  of  the  old  bank  did  not  give  the  di- 
rectors  power  to  say  that  all  their  customers  should 
mount  a  6lack  cockade  ]n  17^8  and  1799 — yet  they 
would  no  have  customers  that,  at  least,  marched  not 
with  those  who  wore  such  cockades;  and  I  never 
have  doubted  that  tiie  present  bank  possesses  and 
will  exert  such  powers  as  the  old  bank  did,^^ 
Surely,  it  may  rightfully  say  whose  accounts  it  will 
keep — but  the  right  and  expt  diency  of  raising  up 
this  tremendous  institution  is  another  afiair — 
whicli  the  people  m.ay  soon  more  deeply  enquire 
into,  "witli  groanings  that  cannot  be  uttered."  We 
do  not  know  that,  as  yet,  it  has  interi'eredin  politics 
— but  that  it  will,  we  cannot  any  more  hesitate  to 
believe  than  that  all  men  must  die,  unless  its  pow- 
er to  act  is  in  some  way  crippled  again.  But  under 
wliose  cockade  it  will  require  its  customers  to 
march,  we  cannot  tell. 

Value.  We  observed  the  other  day,  that  dollars 
and  cents,  if  accepted  by  themselves,  aHbrded  no 
criterion  of  value.  The  price  of  bread  stufl's  and 
meats  are  not  so  high  in  England,  generally,  as  in 
our  own  principal  cities  and  towns,  yet  it  is  thought 
that  one  tidrd  of  the  people  of  that  kingdom  are 
totally,  or  partially,  dependent  on  public  or  private 

charity  for  subsistence whereas,  in  the  United 

States,  the  class  of  paupers  does  not  amount  to 
more  than  a  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  part  of  the 
whole  population.    The  prices  of  wage.s  here,  ave- 


rage twice  or  thrice  as  much  as  the  amount  paid 
in  England,  and  the  demands  of  government  are 
light,  if  compared  with  those  in  that  country  — 
hence  a  dollar  paid  for  wages  in  the  United  States 
affords  no  criterion  of  what  a  dollar  is,  if  paid  foF 
wages,  in  England:  the  value  aepends  on  considera- 
tions totally  different  from  those  connected  with  a 
certain  weight  of  silver.  The  more  we  think  of 
it,  the  more  are  we  impressed  with  the  idea,  th.ti  it 
is  necessary  to  the  public  and  individual  benefit, 
that  the  manner  of  making  heavy  government  con- 
tracts should  be  radically  reformed. 

The  west.  A  Kentucky  paper  complains,  that, 
of  74  officers  in  the  arm}',  ''of  the  rank  of  field  and 
upwards,"  the  "eleven  states  and  territories  west 
of  the  mountains  have  but/o«r."  The  proportion 
is  supposed  to  be  "equally  enormous  among  the 
captains  and  subalterns."  "We  are  one  third  of  the 
union,"  says  the  par.-^graph,  "without  a  single  mem- 
ber of  the  cabinet." 

We  cannot  approve  of  attempts  to  excite  local, 
sectional  feelings — but  here  is  apparently  good 
cause  for  complaint  as  to  ofhces  in  the  army,  which, 
we  must  presume,  was  purely  adventitious,  or  to 
have  arisen  out  of  the  fact  that  the  proportion  of 
officers  from  the  western  states  was  small  compar- 
ed with  that  from  others,  at  t)ie  close  of  the  warj 
for  the  belief  cannot  be  entertained  that  a  set  was 
made  against  the  retention  of  officers  from  any  part 
of  the  union,  on  local  grounds,  except  to  retain 
some  from  every  part.  The  oiiice  of  secretary  of 
war  was  first  offered  to  gov.  Shelby  and  then  to 
Mr.  Clay,  but  they  both  declined  the  appointment. 

The  representative  principle  of  our  government 
ought,  undoubtedly,  to  be  extended  to  and  be  re- 
spected in  every  branch  of  the  public  service,  when 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  good,  so  far  as  cir- 
cumstances will  admit  of:  and,  when  the  claims  of 
individuals  are  equal,  some  regard  might  be  had  to 
the  states  to  which  they  belong,  without  any  appa- 
rent injury — but,  on  the  contrary,  with  probable 
benefit. 

The  wohth-west.  The  Detroit  Gazette  heads 
an  article,  descriptive  of  the  present  territory  of 
Miciiigan,  with  the  words  'state  of  Michigan  '  The 
advantages  that  will  be  afforded  to  this  country  by 
the  Erie  canal,  are  thus  spoken  of— "If  the  calcula- 
tions made  with  respect  to  the  rates  of  transporta- 
tion on  the  New  A'ork  canal,  should  be  verified,  of 
which  there  appears  no  reason  to  doubt,  the  differ- 
ence between  a  barrel  of  flour,  (for  example),  at 
the  cities  of  New  Orleans  and  New  York,  will  equal 
the  cost  of  transportation  from  Detroit  to  the  latter 
place;  consequently,  a  barrel  of  flour  will  be  worth 
as  much  at  Detroit  as  at  New  Orleans." 

The  northern  part  of  Ohio,  bordering  on  lake 
Erie,  is  very  rapidly  populating  and  improving. 
Sandusky,  Cleveland  and  other  towns,  have  become 
places  of  considerable  life  and  activity.  It  is  ascer- 
tained that  the  habor  of  tlie  former  has,  in  no  place, 
less  than  seven  and  a  half  feet  in  the  channel.  A 
church,  academy  and  a  number  of  genteel  duel- 
lings, have  lately  been  erected  at  the  latter— and 
an  extensive  paper  mill  is  expected  to  be  in  ope- 
ration in  September  next.  Two  permanent  bridges 
over  the  Cuyahoga  river,  were  about  to  be  built,  at 
the  distance  nf  half  a  mile  from  each  other,  for  the 
public  accommodation. 

The^rsl  public  stage  has  just  started  running  in 
Michigan.  It  proceeds  from  Detroit,  weekly,  on 
the  arrival  of  the  steam  boat,  for  the  seat  of  justice 
of  Macomb  countv,  . 
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LAfiftR.     Judge  Peters,  in  his  late  address  to  the  |  case 
Pennsylvania   Agricultural    Society,  says  that  he   expi 
sent  an  American  cradle  to  a  friend  in  England, 
■which  was  used  by  an  American  cradler — but  it 
roused  the  jealcvisy  of  the  English  reapers,  and  its 
use  was  intermitted! 


norrsKaoi,Ti  M\^crAr.Tuni;f;.  At  the  last  Pittsficld 
cattle  show  and  fair,  Mrs.  Perkins  exhibited  ample 
proof  that,  since  the  last  anniversary,  herself  and 
four  ffirh  had  manufactured  438  yards  of"  fulled 
cloth,  171  r^  yards  raw  flannel,  53  yards  carpetting, 
142J  yards  table  cloth  and  other  linen  goods — in  all 
805-}  yards, 

"Negbo  ci.otit."  The  coarse  cloth  knnwr>  by 
this  name,  and  manufactured  in  the  United  States 
of  cotton  and  wool  mixed,  is  rapidly  superceding 
the  British  cloths  imported  for  clothing  the  slaves 
in  the  south.  The  domestic  article  is  at  the  same 
price  as  the  British,  and  experience  has  proven  that 
it  is  much  more  durable.  It  ii^,  therefore,  in  every 
way  advantageous  to  the  American  planter  to  pur- 
chase the  American  cloth;  and  it  would  afford  no 
small  relief  to  the  countiy,  if  all  the  value  hereto- 
fore sent  abroad  for  the  clothing  of  slaves  should 
be  retained  at  home,  for  the  rlomestic  supp'y  and 
circulation.  It  must  amount  to  several  millions  a 
year — but  many  tens  of  thousands  of  slaves  are 
clothed  in  household  manufactures,  and  by  the 
labor  of  their  own  hands,  in  the  winter  season. 

STHA'scr.  IMPOHTATION.  A  quantity  of  u-lieelhar- 
fOTSs  have  just  arrived  at  New  York  from  Scotland. 
The  'Statesman'  supposes  that  this  adventure  may 
have  been  caused  by  the  F.dinburg  reviewers,  who 
ask,  'who  reads  an  American  book?"  so  that  the  ad- 
venturer thought  he  would  intjuire  'who  wheels  an 
American  wheel  barrow?' 


It  must,  however,  be  considered  as  a  high 
pression  of  the  wishes,  feehngs  and  opinions  of 
twelve  respectable  jurors  towards  the  man  who,  by 
universal  consent,  deserves  some  indemnity  for  his 
sacrifices,  and  some  revvai'd  for  his  great  public  ser- 
vices. Exceptions  were  taken  by  Mr.  Tiilotson  to 
the  opinion  delivered  by  the  court,  which  are  now 
pending,  and  which  may  eventuate  in  a  new  trial. 


Th'r  Ticr-pnESiDENT.  It  appears  that  the  claims 
<)f  Mr.  Tom.pkins  against  the  U.  States,  amovmted 
to  the  sum  of  §^659,311 — the  chief  item  of  which, 
amounting  to  £447,760,  was  for  6  per  cent,  stock, 
with  interest,  as  allowed  to  the  corporation  of  New 
York,  in  their  settlement  with  the  United  States; 
Mr.  T.  believing  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  bene- 
iit  of  similar  terms.  The  jury,  however,  in  consi- 
dering the  case,  appear  to  have  had  regard  only  to 
the  items  that  seemed  to  be  on  account  of  money 
expended  or  otherwise  lost  to  Mr.  Tompkins  by  his 
agency,  and  to  have  refused  to  admit  what  he  might 
have  made,  if  the  moneys,  advanced  or  disbursed 
by  him,  had  been  settled  upon  the  same  terms  as 
other  settlements,  of  like  nature,  were  effected. 

"After  a  trial  of  four  days  of  investigation  as  to  the 
facts,  (says  the  New- York  American),  and  tr.nch 
discussion  on  the  variety  of  ircidcmtal  questions 
that  must  always  occur  in  so  important  and  intri- 
cate a  cause,  the  jury  presented  a  verdict  for  the 
tlcfendant,  and,  individually,  delivered  to  the  vice- 
president  the  certificate  referred  to  in  a  former  num- 
ber of  this  paper.  As  this  certificate  has,  by  maa)', 
been  misunderstood,  it  may  well  hereto  explain  it. 
By  a  law  of  this  state,  where  an  amount  is  for  ade- 
I'endant  exceeding  that  claimed  by  the  plaintifTj  it 
may  be  presented  to  the  court  as  a  part  of  the  find- 
ing of  the  jury  in  the  form  of  a  certificate.  It  forms 
part  of  the  record  in  the  cans?,  and  execution  is- 
sues en  it  as  on  a  judgment.  Hut  it  is  limited  to  the 
'^ase  of  individuals  and  to  the  state  courts.  It  has,- 
therefore,  no  application  or  obiigrtory  force  in  tlie 
federal  government,  and,  in  no  instance,  was  it  ever 
P'.esent«d  in  a  '"''deralcoi^'t,  except  in  the  present 


JcDiK  Clark:,  of  Kentuckr,  sometime  since,  g.^ve 
an  opinion  that  a  certain  act  of  the  legislature 'of 
that  state,  in  passing  some  stop  law,  stay  law  or  re- 
lief law,  was  unconstitutional,  as  violating  the  obli- 
gation of  contracts,  ?cc.  For  this  he  was  summon- 
ed before  the  house  of  representati\'es,  and  appear- 
ed on  the  24th  nit.  to  shew  cause  why  he  shoidd 
not  be  removed  from  his  office  of  a  judg?.  He  de- 
fended himself  in  v;riting,  and,  iftera  whole  day's 
discussion,  the  question  on  ranioving  !iim  wn.^  '-ken 
and  decided  as  follows:  for  the  removal  59,  ag:i''n«t 
it  35.  A-*  there  was  not  a  consli'.utional  majoi'H.y 
for  it,  the  resolution  was  lost.  It  n-rts  believed  that 
a  decided  majority  of  the  s:nate  was  opposed  to 
the  proceeding,  and  the  governor  cannot  ro::i3ove 
a  judge  in  this  state,  unless  on  the  request  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  of  both  houses. 

There  are  two  partTef.  in  the  United  States,  most 
decidedly  opposed  to  each  otfier  as  to  the  rights, 
powers  and  province  of  the  judiciary,  which  many 
people  believe  are  equally  m  the  wrong.  One  party 
almost  claims  infallibility  for  the  judges,  and  would 
hedge  them  round  about  in  su-;h  a  manner  tha'  thev 
cannot  be  reached  by  popular  opinion  at  all,  and 
hardly  by  any  other  tneins:  the  other  wo'ild  sub- 
ject  them  to  thi^  vacillations  of  popular  prejudice, 
and  seemingly  require  it  of  them  to  define  .and 
administer  the  law,  and  interpret  the  constitution, 
according  to  the  real  or  apparent  expediency  of 
things.  It  is  essential  that  the  judges  should  not 
be  subject  to  discharge,  except  on  verv  strong 
grounds — yet  it  seems  equally  necess.ary  that  some 
plan  siiould  be  adopted  by  which  the  cool  .and  deli- 
berate opinion  of  the  people  may  be  brought  to 
act  concerning  them.  It  appe.ars  to  us  that  the 
scheme  hitherto  suggested  in  this  paper  might  ac- 
complish an  important  purpose — it  was,  that  the 
judges  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  several 
states,  should  be  appointed  as  they  now  are,  on 
"good  beh.aviour,"  but  for  a  certain  number  of 
years,  and  that,  at  the  expiration  of  this  period, 
their  commissions  shoidd  cease,  unless  reconfirmed 
liy  the  senate — which  might  be  done  without  the 
necessity  of  impeachment,  but  not  without  a  pa- 
tient hearing  of  the  party  whose  conduct  or  opi- 
nions were  at  variance  with  the  judgment  of  this 
branch  of  the  legislative  power. 


New-Yop.k  city.  V/e  have  the  usual  annual  re- 
port of  the  finances  of  this  great  city.  The  follow- 
ing items  may  afford  a  general  idea  of  its  present 
coiidition: 

The  receipts  during  the  year,  ending  with  May, 
1S22,  amounted  to  550,553  dollars;  the  disburse- 
ments to  593,581,  the  deficiency  being  paid  out  of 
a  former  balance  in  the  treasury,  but  leaving  nowr 
only  4,969  dollars  therein. 

The  gross  amount  of  the  city's  debt  is  1,345,000 
— but  the  sum  redeemed  and  in  the  hands  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  :  educes  the 
debt  actually  owing  to  1,102,240  dollars. 

Tiie  Fulton  market,  a  splendid  improvement,  and 
yielding  a  large  revenue,  has  cost  the  city  203,343 
dollars.  The  annual  rents  paid  to  the  city  amount- 
ed to  75,310.     Ihe  alsis  house,  includi'tg  tijc  aps 
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propriation  fora  /i/n  mnnu factory,  cost  83,000.  The 
v'pening',  &.c.  of  streets  55,l.j'2 — the  city  watch 
54,214 — the  salaries  amounted  to  29,228. 

CoyoRESs  or  THE  UsiTEj)  Stateb.  a  gentleman 
oF  Ohio,  during  the  last  session  of  congress,  pre- 
pared a  table  sliewing  the  names,  places  of  birth 
and  professions  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives— out  of  which  the  following  is  ab- 
stracted: 


S 


STATBS. 


%!aine 

New-Hampshire 

>Iassachusetts 

Hhode-Island 

Connecticut 

Vermont 

New  York 

New-Jersey 

J'ennsylvaiiia 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virprinia 

North-Carolina 

South-Carolina 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

TrDnessee 

Oliio 

Louisiana 

Indiana 

Ulinoig 

Mississippi 

Alabama 

llissouri 


2 
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4 
3 
9 
1 

4 
5 

16 
1 
9 
2 
4 

10 
4 
o 
3 
8 

o 

2 
1 
i 
1 
1 
1 
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1 
1 
1 

0 

0 

1 

7 
1 
10 
0 
o 
9 
7 
6 
2 
2 

2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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0 

1 

2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
2 
0 
1 

n 
O 

1 

0 

1 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
0 

J 

0 

1 

0 

1 
1 

0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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1 

0 
0 
0 

1 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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7 

6 
13 

3 

7 

6 
27 

6 
23 

2 

13' 
9 
6 

10 
6 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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Territories — Michigan 
Arkansas 


07 
1 
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The  members  were 

Ties  following: 

In  Virginia  37 

Pennsylvania  27 

Connecticut  27 

Massachusetts  23 

North-Carolina  "^^ 

New-York  12 

?.laryland  10 

New-.Tersey  8 

South-Carolina  8 

New-Hampshire  5 


99 

born 


in  the  states  and  coun- 
1 


Brought  over  170 

In  Georgia  4 

Kentucky  4 

Rhode-Island  2 

Delaware  2 

Tennessee  1 

Maine  2 

Ireland  3 

Bermuda  1 

Total  189 

Carried  over 

J\1aine—7  members:  2  natives,  4  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts, 1  in  Connecticut. 

J^'ew- /fr,!npshire—6  members:  5  natives,  1  born  in 
Connecticut. 
^^  JMassachn^etts — 13  members:  all  natives. 

Jihodc-Iilavd — 2  members:  both  natives. 

Connecticut — 7  members:  6  natives,  1  born  in 
Massachusetts. 

Vermont— 6  members:  not  one  a  native,  4  born  in 
Connecticut,  2  in  Massachusetts. 

J^'eiv-Vorf: — 27  members — 12  n.^tives,  10  born  in 
Connecticut,  2  in  Massachusetts,  1  in  Ne\v-.Te."sey, 
1  in  Maryland,  and  1  in  North- Carolina. 


J\'e-iO- Jersey  — 6  members:  all  natives. 
Pennsylvania — 23  members:  18  natives,  1  born 
in  Connecticut,  2  in  Ireland,  1  in  Ne-.z-Jersey. 
Dela-i'are — 2  members:  both  natives. 
.Maryland — 9  members:  7  natives,  2  born  in  Penn  • 
sylvania. 

Virginia — 23  members:  all  natives  but  one,  borii 
in  Bermuda, 

S^'orth- Carolina — 13  members:  9  natives,  4  born 
in  Virginia. 

South- Carolina — 9  members:  7  natives,  1  born  io 
North  Carolina,  and  1  in  Georgia, 

Georgia — 6  members:  3  natives,  1  born  in  Con- 
necticut, 1  in  Virginia,  and  1  in  North-Carolina. 

Keniucl-y — 10  members:  S  natives,  6  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  1  in  Pennsylvania. 

Tennessee — 6  members:  not  one  a  native,  3  borrf 
in  North-Carolina,  1  in  Virginia,  and  2  not  stated. 

Ohio — 6  members:  not  one  a  native,  4  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  1  in  Connecticut,  and  1  in  Virginia, 
Louisiana — 1  member,  born  in  Connecticut. 
Indiana — 1  member,  born  in  Pennsylvania. 
Mississippi— 1  member,  born  in  Pennsylvania. 
Illinois — 1  member,  born  in  Kentucky. 
Jilabama — 1  member,  born  in  North-Carolina. 
Missouri — 1  member,  born  in  Maryland. 
.Michican  Territory — 1  delegate,  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Arkansas  Territory — 1  delegate,  born  in  Vlrginin. 
Tlie  preceding  statement  presents  some  curious 
facts  to  shew  the  direction  and  power  of  emigration 
from  the  old  states  to  the  new  ones.     The  six  most 
eastern  states  are  represented  only  by  natives  there- 
of; yet  not  one  of  the  whole  is  a  native  of  Vermont, 
this  being  a  newly  settled  state  compared  with  the 
others.     The  very  g^eat  increase  of  population  in 
the  state  of  New- York  is  well  known,  and  it  is  evi- 
dent  that  Connecticut  has  contributed  a  large  num- 
ber  to  it.     JVe-io-Jersey,    Pennsylvania,   Delaiuare, 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  with  63  members  in  the 
whole,  have,  together,  only  five  members  not  bora 
in  those   states.     J\'orth    Carolina,  South   Carolina 
and  Georgia,  with  28  members,  hive  22  natives  of 
these  states,  the  rest  of  Virginia,  save  one.  Kentuc- 
ky is  the  only  nexu  state  tliat  has  a  native  to  repre- 
sent it  in  congress — a  particular  reference  to  the 
rest  will  naturally  suggest  all  the  remarks  that 
might  be  made  about  them,  except  that  when  a 
state  is  represented  by  a  single  member,  the  place 
of  his  nativity  is  not  be  considered  as  an  index  ot' 
the  force  of  emigration. 

It  must  be  recollected,  however,  that  the  present 
congress  was  elected  under  the  old  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation and  division  of  districts  in  the  states.  The 
next  congress  will  shew  very  different  results  in 
various  instances,  and,  compared  with  the  present, 
afford  room  for  much  political  speculation. 


Crmors  ia-w  case.  A  suit  is  going  on  inLiving- 
stoni'county,  N.  Y,  by  a  certain  person,  fer  the  reco- 
very  of  his  wife!  The  lady  is  legally  married  to 
tlie  plaintiff,  but  detained  by  her  father  as  being  a 
minor,  and  as  such  liable  to  render  him  service. 
On  tiiis  ground,  the  husband  was  non  suited;  but, 
on  a  subsequent  day,  the  non-suit  was  set  aside,  and 
a  new  trial  granted. 

The  eastern  papers  abound  with  cases  of  prose- 
cutions for  breaches  of  promise  of  marriage,  and 
many  faithless  swains  are  subjected  to  heavy  da- 
mages. It  would  appear  as  if  the  'hard  times'  had 
rather  checked  a  desire  for  matrimonial  connec- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  males,  and  as  if  the  females 
had  become  very  restive  under  'hope  deferred'  and 
were  "made  sick." 
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South  America.  The  British  seem  to  become 
rather  uneasy  at  the  measures  pursued  by  the  U. 
States,  in  regard  to  the  southern  republics,  as  if 
they  feared  a  loss  of  some  part  of  the  trade  of  those 
interesting  countries — The  following  is  from  the 
Courier,  a  semi-official  paper: 

«'It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  a  greater  political 
absurdity  than  is  displayed  in  the  conduct  of  the 
revolutionists  of  Spain.  The  pretended  assertors 
of  liberty  at  home,  they  would  fain  be  the  posi- 
tive  prohibitors  of  it  to  the  Spanish  colonists,  or 
at  least,  would  grant  only  the  name,  without  the 
reality  But  not  content  with  this,  they  go  a  step 
iurther,  and  though  Spain  cannot  equipt  a  sihgle 
vessel,  nor  despatch  a  single  regiment,  to  recover 
its  lost  dominions,  the  cortes  still  indulge  in  the 
peurile  afFectation  of  debating  upon  what  they  will 
concede  and  what  withhold.  iVe  believe  it  -would 
be  as  praclictilfle  for  Ihem  to  remove  the  ^indes,  as  to 
regain  one  inch  of  the  territory,  or  one  atom  of  the 
power,  that  has  been  wrested  from  the  mother 
Country.  The  time  for  iiegocialion  is  irretrievably 
gone  by,  and  the  patriot  cortes  may  defer  the  thing 
as  long  as  they  choose,  (for  it  is  of  no  value  to 
those  from  whom  tliey  withhold  it),  but  all  that  is 
now  left  to  them  to  do  is,  to  go  through  the  meif. 
form  of  granting  what  they  are  incapable  of  denying." 

Indeed! — and  tlie  wliole  doctrine  of  'legitimacy' 
at  once  prostrated  by  the  majesty  of  the  people! 
Very  good! 

BuiTisn  iNTEm!STs.  The  following  is  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  Leeds,  dated  IStli  of  March  last, 
published  in  the  'Aurora'  of  the  14th  inst. 

"Labor-saving  machinery  continues  to  increase  in 
every  branch  in  this  country.  If  it  be  profitable 
here,  where  the  population  has  increased  one-fourth 
in  twenty  years,  and  seven-tenths  of  the  population 
are  employed  or  supported  by  manufactures,  I 
should  presume  that  with  you,  where  wages  is  high, 
the  advantage  would  be  proportionably  greater. — 
There  was  great  rejoicing  in  all  parts  of  liiis  coun- 
try when  your  tariff' bill  was  rejected  last  year.  I 
suppose  you  have  given  it  up,  and  mean  to  employ 
us  in  spending  your  money  as  usual.  The  concern- 
ed here  do  not  conceal  that  they  left  no  stone  wi- 
turned  io  defeat  your  tariff;  and  you  must  not  be 
offended  when  1  say  that  I,  myself,  rejoiced  at  it;  I 
love  America  very  much,  but  I  should  have  been 
sorry  to  see  many  hundreds  of  our  poor  people 
thrown  out  of  bread  in  my  native  country,  which 
would,  to  a  certainty,  have  been  the  case  had  the 
tarilfbeen  carried;  lor  it  is  not  ve,  the  j<eop!e,  liere, 
as  it  is  with  you;  here  it  is  we,  the  noblemen,  gen- 
try, capitalists,  merchants  and  manufacUirers.  The 
laborers,  or  the  industrious  people,  are  terms  that 
we  seldom  or  ever  hear  of  in  our  legislation.  Our 
working  people,  nevertheless,  would  not  have  fared 
so  well  as  they  now  do,  had  not  Vae  fve  nsiv  republics 
in  South  America  thrown  off  the  Spanish  yoke — 
the  small  advance  in  the  last  spring  and  summer, 
(1821),  was  considerably  reduced  again  alter  the 
harvest;  wages,  1  think,  cannot  go  lower;  goods  of 
all  descriptions  are  shipping  off  in  abundance  to 
the  new  republics." 

Important  law  case.  Bostoii  June  12 — A  ques- 
tion has  for  some  days  past  been  pending  before 
the  district  judge,  of  this  district,  which  has  ex- 
cited very  great  attention  among  the  dealers  of 
stock  and  exchange,  and  generallyjin  the  commer- 
cial community,  from  the  extent  and  novelty  of  the 
principles  which  were  understood  to  have  been  as- 
sumed in  the  case. 


A  debtor  of  the  United  States  bank  was  posses- 
sed of  a  certificate  of  stock  in  his  own  name  to  a 
large  amount,  and,  on  the  day  the  notes  became 
due,  he  having  failed,  the  bank  filed  a  bill  in  equity 
and  prayed  that  an  injunction  might  issue  to  re- 
strain any  transfer  until  a  decree  should  be  made 
on  the  claims  set  forth  in  the  bill.  The  declared 
object  was  to  appropriate  the  stock  in  question  to 
the  payment  of  the  notes  due  the  United  States 
bank. 

This  claim  was  resisted  by  the  debtor.  On  Sa- 
turday last  the  district  attorney,  Mr.  Ulake,  addres- 
sed the  court  in  support  of  the  bank,  an  I  the 
counsel  of  the  opposite  party,  J.  T.  Austin,  esq. 
was  to  have  been  heard  yesterday,  to  which  time 
the  court  stood  adjourned.  It  appeared  by  the 
answer  of  the  respondent,  that  the  properly  in 
question  was  in  fact  holden  by  him  as  trustee,  un- 
der a  decreetal  order  of  the  circuit  court,  and  that 
the  claim  of  the  bank  was  resisted  by  him  for  this 
reason,  among  others,  that  the  trust  property,  al- 
though nominally  standing  in  his  own  name,  was 
not  legally  liable  for  his  private  debts. 

At  the  opening  of  the  court  yesterday,  the  per- 
son forwiiom  the  respondent  was  trustee,  appear- 
ed, by  Daniel  Webster  and  S.  K.  Williams,  esqrs. 
as  counsel,  and,  by  a  supplemental  bill,  claimed  the 
funds  in  question  as  part  of  the  trust  fund.  Where- 
upon, by  consent  and  without  argument,  the  dis- 
trict judge  dismissed  the  petition  of  the  United 
States  bank  and  decreed  on  this  latter  claim,  that 
the  stock  should  not  be  transferred  until  the  nest 
term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  U.  States. 

The  general  question,  therefore,  about  which  so 
much  interest  has  been  excited,  was  not  discussed 
and  has  received  no  decision;  but  we  understand 
that  some  other  claimsof  a  similar  nature  are  about 
being  brought  forward,  in  which  these  important 
principles  will  necessarily  receive  the  attention  of 
the  court. 

FouEGN  NEWS,  An  arrival  at  New-York  furnishes 
us  with  extracts  from  London  papers  of  the  7th  of 
May.  The  following  are  all  that  have  reached  us 
that  appear  worthy  of  notice — for  which  we  are 
indebted,  as  we  usually  are,  to  the  "Commei'ciaj 
Advertiser:" 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  In  the  house  of  com- 
mons, the  marquis  of  Londonderry  brought  forward 
his  long  expected  motion  for  the  relief  of  the  agri- 
cultural distress.  Tiie  first  proposition  of  tlie 
noble  marquis,  was  to  lend  to  the  agriculturalists 
the  sum  of  one  rnjMion  sterling,  when  wheat  was 
below  60s.  per  quarter,  on  tiie  security  of  grain  to 
be  deposited  in  the  king's  warehouses.  The  se- 
cond, and  by  far  the  most  important  part  of  his 
plan,  is  the  imposition  of  new  restrictions  upon 
the  importation  of  grain.  One  of  the  objects  he 
proposed  was  to  prevent  any  large  influx  of  grain 
upon  the  first  opening  of  the  ports;  and  the  means 
by  wiiich  this  was  to  be  effected,  is  the  imposition 
of  an  additional  duty  of  five  siiillings  per  quartet 
for  the  first  three  months  after  the  ports  are  open- 
ed: wliich  is  not  to  take  place  until  the  average 
price  of  wheat  is  80s.  when  it  might  be  imported 
on  the  payniPiit  of  a  permanent  duty  of  five  shil- 
lings, and  a  further  duty  of  other  five  shillings  for 
three  montiis.  If  the  average  price  of  wheat 
sliould  ris2  to  85s.  the  permanent  duty  would  only 
be  Is.  but  there  would  still  be  what  might  be  cal- 
led the  provisional  duty,  which  was  to  be  paid,  un- 
der all  circumstances,  for  three  nponths  after  the 
ports  were  opened.  If  wheat  should  descend  be- 
low 80s.  the  ports  were  to  remain  open  until  it 
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Tell  to  70s.  but  whilst  it  remains  below  80s.  it 
would  be  subject  to  a  permanent  duty  of  10s.  and 
the  additional  duty  of  five  shillings,  supposing  the 
ports  at  that  time  should  not  have  been  open  three 
months.  When  wheat  was  below  70s.  the  ports 
were  entirely  closed. 

A  motion  to  abohsh  one  of  the  post  masters-ge- 
neral, was  carried  in  opposition  to  the  ministry  by 
a  majority  of  15,  and  the  decision  -was  received  by 
loud  cheers  in  the  house  of  commons. 

Some  propositions,  in  regard  to  private  bankers, 
are  to  be  considered  that  may  increase  the  paper 
circulating  medium  of  the  country.  The  finances 
appear  to  be  in  a  very  bad  condition — and,  judging 
by  what  we  have  seen,  the  prudent  conduct  is  re- 
commended of  providing  for  to-day  and  suffering 
the  morrow  to  provide  for  itself,  according  to  our 
own  plan  of  management.  It  seems  to  be  bottomed 
like-aise on  an  invasion  of  the  sinking  fund. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  reduction  of  taxes  in 
Great  Britain — but  it  appears  that  the  income  tax, 
the  tax  on  the  ric/t,  is  the  chief  tax  that  has  been 
repealed.  The  poor  and  productive  classes  remain 
nearly  as  they  were. 

The  stocks  have  been  subject  to  many  vps  and 
downs— by  various  reports  and  rumors,  &c.  The 
French  and  Austrian  funds  are  generally  rising,  in 
the  belief  that  there  will  not  be  a  war  between  Rus- 
sia and  Turkey. 

An  additional  duty  on  cotton  is  strongly  talked  of, 
and  will  probably  be  adopted— to  amount  to  about 
double  of  the  present  rate  on  the  article,  not  the 
product  of  the  British  colonies. 

The  dukes  of  Bedford  and  Buckingham  lately 
went  out  to  shoot  at  one  another.  The  latter  was 
the  challenger,  and  fired  at  the  other,  who  fired  in 
the  air;  and  so  they  shook  hands,  took  a  glass  of 
wine  and  separated,  quite  pleased  with  one  ano- 
liier,  unhurt. 

•'Hung  be  the  Heavens  with  black!"  The  duch- 
ess  of  clarence  was  lately  brought  to  bed  with  twins 
— but  tlie  royal  babies,  the  hope  of  «'the  nation," 
who  might  have  been  kings  or  queens,  died — ^just 
like  otlier  babies  have  done.  The  duke  of  Kent's 
wife,  we  believe,  has  a  child,  and  this  failure  of  the 
riuke  of  Clarence's  spouse,  opens  the  way  for  her 
iiiiistrious  infant  to  the  throne. 

The  58th  regiment  has  arrived  at  Gosport  from 
Jamaica,  West  Indies.  This  regiment  left  Ireland 
in  1816.  and  has  lost  since  that  time  5  ofiicers,  530 
men,  119  women,  and  200  children,  nearly  the  whitle 
of  whom  were  carried  off  by  the  local  fevers  of  Ja- 
miiica. 

There  are  somedetails  of  the  condition  of  Ireland, 
especially  of  the  state  of  the  county  of  Clare.  Fa- 
mine prevails,  and  the  amount  of  the  distress  is  so 
preat,  as  to  be  declared  to  be  beyond  the  means  of 
the  government  to  relieve.  The  people  have  be- 
come desperate  in  seeking  for  food,  aud  hanging 
v.ill  not  stop  stealing  it.  A  man  would  rather  be 
hung  than  be  starved  hinaself,  and  see  his  family 
:dso  perishing  around  him. 

Subscriptions  were  raising  for  the  relief  of  the 
people  of  Ireland.  The  want  of  food  has  produced 
a  virulent  fever,  of  v/hich  many  died.  The  Clare 
Journal  says — "The  affording  instant  relief  would 
prevent  the  magistracy  and  civil  powers  from  the 
jierformance  of  a  most  revolting  duty  to  their  feel- 
ings, namely,  the  hunting  alter  human  spectres 
maddened  by  hunger  and  despuir,  and  whose  pa- 
tience is  unequalled  in  the  history  ef  mankind;  dy- 
ing with  hunger,  without  comrnitting  any  excesses 
woi'hv  cf  notice." 


France.  The  chamber  of  d.'-puties  has  been  much 
disturbed— and  great  alarm  exists  in  some  of  the 
departments  by  incendiary  acts,  the  object  of 
which,  except  that  of  pure  villainy,  does  not  ap- 
pear: but  the  country,  at  large,  is  reported  quiet. 

The  London  "Sun"  says — "It  is  calculated  there 
are  now  above  20,000  EngUsh  families  in  Paris; 
none  are  living  in  greater  splendor  than  the  duke 
of  Hamilton  and  lords  Stair  and  Fife.  They  seem 
to  be  the  life  and  soul  of  the  gay  world.  These 
three  noblemen  alone  must  expend  above  100.000/. 
per  annum.  At  the  small  village  of  Tours  there 
are  400  English  families  who  keep  carriages,  &c. 
besides  others  who  are  less  opulent." 

Spain.  It  is  reported  that  a  Spanish  army  of 
equal  force  with  that  of  the  French  corps  stati:jned 
on  the  frontiers,  will  be  immediately  marched  to 
the  passes  of  the  Pyrennees. 

Portugal.  The  frigate  Perola  has  sent  into  Lis* 
bon  the  ship  Heronia,  of  26  guns  and  135  men> 
captured  without  resistance.  Though  sailing  un- 
der the  flag  of  Buenos  Ayres,  it  appears  that  the 
latter  had  plundered  many  Portuguese  vessels. 

J^'orthern  Europe.  It  is  calculated  that  2,000  ships 
have  been  wrecked,  and  20,000  men  destroyed,  by 
the  late  gales  on  the  coasts  of  northern  Europe. 

Hutsia  and  Turkey.  There  are  many  rumors,  not 
worth  notice  in  detail,  as  to  the  present  relations 
of  these  countries.  They  favor  the  idea  that  there 
will  not  be  any  war. 

Turkey.  '1  he  Greeks  appear  to  hare  made  con- 
siderable progress  in  government.  The  "national 
conjrejs"  was  to  meet  at  Corinth— each  province  or 
district  is  to  have  a  subordinate  legislature.  These 
districts  are  the  Peloponnesus,  Western  Greece, 
Eastern  Greece  and  the  islands  in  the  Archipelago. 
The  sketch  of  the  constitution,  however,  adopts  a 
state  religion. 

A  Turkish  fleet  that  visited  Egypt,  was  nearly 
destroyed  by  a  storm,  when  in  the  harbor  of  Alex- 
andria. 

There  is  still  some  talk  of  a  division  of  Turkey 
among  the  holy  allies — Russia,  Austria  and  Great 
Britain. 

tVest  Indies.  The  port  of  St.  Marks,  Hayti,  haS 
been  opened  to  "foreign  vessels,  conforming  to  the 
custom  house  regulations  " 

Timber  for  building  and  shingles  from  the  United 
States,  are  not  to  be  subject  to  duty  at  the  said 
port  fur  one  year. 

An  earthquake  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  injured  a 
number  of  houses,  and,  oy  the  fall  of  the  walls  of 
the  custom  house,  the  collector  had  a  leg  broken. 

Six  French  sluve  ships  were  fitting  out  ai  St. 
Thomas'  for  the  coast  of  Africa. 

Brazil.  The  editor  of  one  of  the  newspapers  of 
Brazil,  in  mentioning  that  the  Portuguese  cortes 
had  passed  a  resolution  that  the  prince  royal  should 
travel  in  Europe  and  visit  the  principal  cour  s.  for 
the  purpose  of  maturing  his  poiitic;.l  education,  ob- 
serves that  it  would  have  been  much  better  to  as- 
sign the  United  States  of  America  as  the  theatre  of 
his  travels;  for,  here,  he  would  learn  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  liberty,  and  witness  the  true  science  of 
government  in  full  operation. 

Cohnnbiu.  Mr.  Zea,  at  Paris,  has  given  notice 
that  the  agents  of  the  republic  in  London,  will  pay 
the  interest  due  on  the  bonds  issued  by  the  vice 
president. 

\  party  of  royalists  from  Porto  C.ibello  have  re- 
taken C'l  ro.  The  1  ittev  had  received  n  supply  of 
provisions,  and  will  probably  hold  out  a  long  time. 

Chili.  Some  diHiculty  exists  between  general 
San  Martin  and  admiral  Cochrane,  shout  the  rrio- 
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ney  that  was  seized  in  Peru  by  the  latter,  in  wiiich 
it  rather  appears  that  he  stands  as  justified  by  the 
Chilians. 

Mexico,  A  minister  from  the  provii'onal  go- 
vernment is  said  to  have  arrived  in  Europe. 

The  castle  of  St.  Juan  de  Ulioa  still  remains  in 
possession  of  the  royal  force.  This  military  work 
is  said  to  have  cost  nearly  eight  millions  of  dollars. 

The  republic  of  Colombia  has  appointed  a  minis- 
ter to  the  xVlexican  government. 

Gen  Iturbidc,  it  is  said,  was  proclaimed  emperor 
of  Mexico  on  the  I8th  of  May,  much  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  natives  of  the  country. 

Canada.  Betwixt  the  29tii  of  ilay  and  4th  of 
.^une,  78  vessels  arrived  at  Quebec  from  Europe, 
conveying  1,262  passengers. 


Congressional. 

FHOM  THE  NATIOJ.AL  INTEiLIBENCKR. 

[It  is  one  of  the  most  vexatious  incidents  that  has 
ever  occurred  to  us,  of  lesser  importance,  that  we 
mislaid  our  notes  of  the  proceedings  which  took 
pliice  in  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  7lh 
May  last,  on  Mr.  Fuller's  motion,  respecting  Mr. 
llussells  letter,  and  on  the  bill  authorising  the 
change  of  tiie  site  of  the  canal  in  thi^i  city,  both  of 
which  debates  we  hoped  to  have  published.  We 
have  the  more  reason  to  regret  the  circumstance, 
because  a  curiosity  has  been  expressed  to  sec  what 
was  said  on  Mr.  Fuller's  motion.  A  friend,  who  at- 
tended to  what  passed,  has  furnished  us,  from  me- 
mory, with  the  following  sketch  of  the  proceed- 
ings on  that  occasion.  It  is  brief,  but  is  believed 
to  be  substantially  correct.] 

House  of  representatives — 7tfi  ^Iiiy,  1822. 

Mr.  Fuller's  resolution,  which  v.-as  submitted  yes- 
terday, requesting  the  president  to  communicate 
the  letter  of  Jonathan  Russell,  esq.  relating  to  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  together  with  such  communica- 
tions as  had  been  received  from  the  otlu-r  pleni{)0- 
tentiaries,  or  either  of  them,  in  explanation  of  tlie 
letter  of  Mr.  R.  was  called  up,  and  on  the  question 
of  its  adoption — 

Mr.  Flo}d  s.aid,  he  had  moved  the  original  resolu- 
tion for  the  Ghent  correspondence,  with  an  ex- 
pectation that  it  might  throw  some  light  on  the  im- 
portance of  the  Columbia  river,  and  the  bill  before 
the  house  proposing  an  establishment  there.  As  the 
president,  however,  had  not  thought  proper  to  com- 
municate  the  letter  in  question,  when  specially  cal- 
led for,  he  (Mr.  F.)  had  moved  to  have  the  message 
committed  to  a  committee,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber, but  the  motion  had  not  prevailed.  He  had,  how- 
ever, hoped  since  he  had  desisted  from  again  re- 
questing the  letter,  that  no  other  gentleman  would 
have  proposed  it.  It  was  manifest  that  it  had  been 
withheld  to  prevent  the  excitement  and  ill  blooJ 
which  the  contents  might  produce.  lie  hoped  the 
resolution  would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  he  was  happy  to  hear  from  the 
gentlemen  from  Virginia,  that  he  had  been  induced 
to  abstain  from  a  further  call  for  llr.  U's  letter  to 
prevent  the  excitement  of  «'ill  blood,"  and  he  would 
by  no  means  be  behind  him,  (.Mr.  Floyd),  in  such 
a  laudable  intent;  buts  in  his  opinion,  the  commu- 
nication of  the  letter,  and  of  the  explanation  of  the 
other  commissioners,  to  congress  and  to  the  public, 
would  have  a  far  greater  tendency  to  allay  the 
ill  blood,  if  any.  existed,  than  the  suppression  of 
the  explanation,  while  the  letter  was  in  etfect  made 
public.  The  president's  message  informed  us,  Mr. 
F.  said,  that  he  had  transmitted  the  letter  to  the 
department  of  .state,  and4i".'^cte^  copies  of  it  to  be 


delivered  to  persons  who  should  apply — conse- 
quently,  it  would  soon  reach  the  newsp.ipers,  while 
the  comments  or  explanations  which  ought  to  ac- 
company it,  would  be  eftectual)' suppressed.  r*o- 
thing,  in  his  opinion,  could  be  more  unfair  thun  thus 
to  stifle  all  reply.  It  reminded  him,  he  suiJ,  of  what 
he  had  of  late  frequently  witnessed  in  ti.ia  house, 
when  some  bill  was  pending,  and,  before  it  was  un- 
derstood, one  of  its  opposers  would  make  a  speech 
against  it,  and  conclude  with  a  motion  to  Uitj  it  on 
the  table,  which  precluded  all  debate,  and,  conse- 
quently, all  explanation.  The  indignation  produc- 
ed by  such  a  course,  every  gentleman  must^have  ob- 
served and  sometimes  have  felt.  There  was  no- 
thing so  safe  and  honorable  as  a  full  disclosure  of 
the  statements  of  both  sides.  He  regretted,  he 
said,  that  his  colleague,  the  writer  of  the  letter,  was 
not  in  his  seat,  as  he  was  sure  he  could  not  object 
to  the  call,  more  especially  as  it  appeared  from  the 
message,  that  the  gentleman  himself  had  furnished 
to  the  department,  a  duplicate  or  copy  of  the  letter 
to  be  communicated  to  congress,  before  the  original 
had  been  found.  As  to  the  suggestion,  that  the 
Ghent  correspondence,  or  the  letter  in  question, 
could  throw  a  single  ray  of  li^ht  on  the  subject  of 
the  occupation  of  C  "<lumbia  river,  it  was  too  impro- 
bable, Mr.  F.  said,  to  have  entered  his  inind;  but, 
if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Floyd),  had 
expected  it  at  first,  he  could  see  no  reason  lor  his 
giring  over  the  pursuit,  lie  hoped  the  house 
would  see  the  obvious  justice  of  adopting  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Cocke,  said,  h.c  could  see  no  reason  for  cal. 
hng  forthe  letter;  t'.ie  president  \\.y\  declined  com- 
municating it,  and,  therefore,  he  tliou.^ht  iL  not  pro- 
per in  the  house  to  persist  in  the  call. 

Mr.  Sergeant  said,  he  rose  to  cori*ect  the  error 
into  which  tlie  gentlemen  from  Tennessee  (.Mr. 
Cocke)  had  fulicn,  in  supposing  the  president  had 
"declined"  communicating  Mr.  Russell's  letter. — 
It  appeared,  on  recurring  to  the  message,  (a  part 
of  vMiich  Mr.  S.  read),  that  he  merely  declined 
sending  the  letter,  without  also  sending  such  an- 
swer or  explanation  as  the  majoriiy  of  the  co.nmis- 
sioners  who  negociated  the  treaty,  or  any  of  them, 
should  request.  On  the  other  hand,  the  president 
signifies  his  willingness  to  communicate  both  to- 
gether; and,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  could  see  no  objection 
whatever  to  the  resolution,  which  seemed,  under 
existing  circumstances,  to  ask  no  more  than  was 
due  to  the  survivors  of  the  commissioners,  whose 
conduct  was  implicated,  and  who  had  a  right  to  be 
heard. 

Mr.  Cocke,  after  hearing  the  message  read,  the 
terms  of  which,  he  said,  he  had  not  before  so  partic- 
ularly attended  to,  witiidrew  his  opposition. 

Mr.  Hardin  said  he  was  glad  the  letter  was  cal- 
led for,  and  he  should  vote  forthe  resolution,  as  it 
would  show  the  western  people  in  what  manner 
their  interests  were  disregarded  orsacrihced — that 
the  commissioners  offered  to  give  up  the  n.^viga- 
tion  of  the  Mississippi  to  secure  the  fisheries  of  the 
east. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  with  onlyons 
or  two  voices  in  the  negative. 


Stupendous  Cavern. 

Watertown,  ( Xc\u .York ) ,  May  16.  There  was 
discovered  about  three  weeks  since,  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  lilack  river,  upon  the  land  of  Jame^ 
Le  Ray,  esq.  opposite  the  vill.age  of  Watertown,^ 
an  extraordinary  ctvernj  or  grotto;  the  mouth  ot 
which  is  aboutjten  rods  from  the  river,  noith  ofth& 
fa.l.ls  a.nd  cf  Cowan's  Islsnfl. 
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The  great  extent  of  the  cavern,  and  the  great 
muTiber  ot  ypiicious  rooms,  halls  and  chambers,  in- 
to which  it  i;-'  (''ivided,  and  the  immense  quantities 
of  calcarioiis  concretions  v-lncli  it.  contains,  and 
difi'erent  stales  oi'  ttiose  concrcworis.  {rcrn  t!je  con- 
sistence iti'  lin:e  mortar,  to  thai  oi  ihe  most  beau- 
tiful stalactites  as  hard  us  marble,  render  it  diiii- 
okit,  if  »ot  inipossib'iC  to  di;su'ibe  it,  and  I  shali 
only  attempt  to  give  a  faint  description  of  three 
cr  ibur  rconis- 

'Jhe  mouth  ot  the  cavern  is  in  a  small  boUow, 
about  live  feet  belov/the  surrouniling  surface  of  the 
earth;  you  then  descend  sixteen  and  a  half  feet  into 
:i  room,  about  16  by  20  feet,  and  8  feet  high;  and 
beitold  in  front  of  you  a  large  Hat,  or  table  rock, 
12  or  14  feet  square,  2  feet  thick,  and  elevated 
about  4  feet  ironi  t!ie  bottom  of  the  cavern:  the 
roof  over  head  covered  with  stabctites,  some  of 
which  reach  to  the  talde  rock.  On  your  left  hand 
is  an  arched  way  of  150  feel;  and  on  your  right  har.d 
is  another  arclicd  way,  six  feet  broad  at  the  botlom, 
and  six  feet  high,  v/hich  leads  into  a  large  room. 
Passing  by  this  arch  about  2U  feet,  you  arrive  at 
another,  which  leads  into  a  hall,  10  feet  vide  and 
100  feet  long,  fiom  five  to  eigh.t  feet  high,  support- 
tjd  Willi  piilars  and  arches,  and  the  sides  boniered 
with  curtains,  pluited  in  variegated  forms,  as  white 
a2  snow.  Near  tlie  middle  of  this  hull,  is  an  arched 
way,  through  v/idch  you  pas;s  into  a  large  room; 
whicli,  like  -be  hall,  is  bordered  with  curtains,  and 
hung  over  v"ith  stalactites;  returning  into  the  hall, 
you  pass,  through  another  arch,  into  a  number  of 
rooM  s  on  tlie  hft  hand,  curtained,  and  wiili  slalac- 
titps  hiinging  from  the  roof.  You  then  descend 
about  ten  feet  into  a  chamber,  about  twenty  feet 
'.;quare,  and  two  feet  liigh,  curtained  in  the  like 
m:inner,  and  hnng  over  with  stalactites.  In  one 
corner  of  this  ciiamber,  a  small  mound  is  formed, 
about  twelve  i'eet  in  diameter,  rising  tluee  feet 
fi-oni  the  floor,  the  top  of  which  is  hollow  asul  full 
of  water,  from  the  drippings  of  stalactites  above; 
kcrAC  of  v/hich  reach  uearthc  basin. 


Descending  from  tins  chamber,  and  passing 
through  another  arch  into  a  hall,  by  the  side  ot 
which  you  see  another  basin  of  water,  rising  about 
four  inches  from  tlie  floor,  formed  in  the  same  wa\', 
but  in  the  shape,  size  and  thickness  of  a  large  tea 
tray,  full  of  the  most  pure  and  transparent  water. 

The  inimber  and  spaciousness  of  the  rooms,  cur" 
tained  and  plaited  with  large  plaits,  extending,' 
along  the  walls  from  two  to  three  feet  from  the 
roof,  of  the  most  jjerfect  whiteness,  resentbling  the 
most  beautiful  tapestry,  with  which  the  rooms  are 
embroidered,  and  the  large  drops  of  water,  whicU 
are  constantly  suspended  on  the  points  of  innume*. 
rable  stalactites,  which  hang  from  the  roof  above, 
and  the  coluwrnsof  spar  resting  on  pedestals,  which, 
in  some  places,  appear  to  be  formed  to  support  the 
arches  above— tlie  reHeclion  of  the  lights,  and  the. 
groat  extent  and  variety  of  the  scenery  of  this 
amazing  cavern,  form  altop^elhcr,  one  of  the  most 
jdeasing-  and  interesting  kccnes  that  was  ever  be«. 
held  by  the  eye  of  mortal  man. 

Its  discovery  immediately  drew  to  it  great  num« 
bers  of  people  from  the  village  and  surrounding 
country;  wiio  were  making  great  depredations  up-' 
on  it,  by  breaking  oil'  and  carrying  away  whatever, 
tliey  esteemed  most  curious;  wlien  Samuel  1). 
Kennedy,  esq.  Mr.  Le  Hay's  agent,  was  applied  to 
prevent  further  spoliation:  who  immediately  direct* 
ed  the  passage  in  the  cavern  to  be  enlarged,  stair- 
ways made,  with  a  strong  door  placed  under  a  lock 
and  key;  which  has  been  finished  ami  the  door 
cloKcd. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention  here  tliat  the  cave;  ii 
has  been  but  partially  explored,  and  that  no  one 
who  has  been  into  it,  altiiough  some  suppose  Ihey 
have  travelled  more  llian  one  hundred  rods,  pre^ 
tend  to  nave  found  the  extent  of  il,  or  to  know  the 
number  of  rooms,  hall.:  and  chambers  which  it  con. 
tains. 


Georgia  Banks. 

.lir/yrecrnte  hank  statement  before  ili'j  iegistuCurs  cf  Georgia,  15th  October,  1811. 


DR. 


To  capital  paid  in 

Notes  in  circulation 

]ndi\'iuuais  .... 

Trea:  urer  of  Georgia    . 

Vaiious  banks 

'J'reasuier  U.  States 

Dividends  unpaid     . 

iteservtd  tuiul  .  . 

Discount  ai;d  interest  since  divided 


CK. 

By  notes  and  bills  discounted  . 
Loan  (dry  culture) 
l^eal  estate  .  .  .  . 

Notes  and  balances  of  othrr  banks 
Expenses  unpaid 
Specie  in  vault  . 
Do.      in  course  of  thipmcnt 


n.ANTKUS 

HANK.. 


STATE  BA7JK.  'BAUItS  BASK.. 


UOLLAnS. 


DOtLAUS. 


821,510  00 
5d0,36y  00 
285,056  88 

11*3,260  39 


63,165  97 
32,037  87 


1,885,400  11 


1,500,000  00 

093,466  00 

226,135  48' 

81,428  15 

272,730  91 

34,245  20 
80,3.35  20 


DULLAHS. 


2,888,340  94 


1,102,870  22 

21,70U  00 

30,170  8! 

190,615  27 

5,329  85 

359,913  29 

174,800  67 


2,184,792  75 

16,100  00 

i;04,217  17 

159,754  91 

259,486  35 
53,989  76 


650,860 

1.616,198 

59,661 

34,757 

2,536 

45,367 

3,272 

37,865 

22,896 


00 
50 
01 
99 
79 
96 
62 
47 
16 


2,473,416  50 


1,936,309  as 

•       • 

10,000  00 

130,778  60 

2,758  00 

307,514  IL 

86,055  91 


1,885,400  11  2,888,340  94  2,473,416  50  7,247,157  5 


TorAr„ 


Loi.:,AUs. 


2,972,370 

2,879,033 

571,853 

116,186 

388,528 

45,367 

37,517 

181,366 

54,934 


7,247,157 


50' 

09 
9li  i 
82' 

64; 

T4 


5,223,972 

37,800 

244,387 

481,148 

8,ua7 

936,913 
314,845 


00] 
98  i 

731 
85 
75; 
341 


£72 
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CHRONICLE. 

The  Franklin  74,  appears  to  excite  the  astonish- 
ment of  the  people  of  Valparaiso.  She  was  crowd 
ed  with  visitors  from  morning  to  night,  who  seemed 
as  if  they  could  not  cease  to  find  out  something  new 
to  admire.  Her  officers  and  tliose  of  the  British 
sloop  of  war  Blossom,  lying  in  the  same  port,  fre- 
quently visited  one  another  and  appeared  to  be  on 
ilie  best  possible  terms. 

The  Jiastile—the  keys  of  this  once  terrible  prison 
are  in  ihe  United  States,  the  property  of  judge 
Washington,  heir  to  the  general. 

J\'fw  Hampshire.  Sam'l  Bell,  esq.  has  been  elect- 
ed a  senator  of  the  United  States  from  this  state, 
lor  six  yc-drs,from  the  4.th  of  March  next, 
f  Kentucky,  having  abolished  imprisonment  for 
debt,  has,  (as  we  presume),  to  relieve  the  effect 
of  juds^ments  obtained  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States',  extended  the  privilege  of  the  prison  bounds 
to  the  limits  of  the  whole  state. 

Bied,  on  the  5th  instant,  near  Sumpterville,  S.  C. 
IVJrs.  Martha  Clark,  in  the  105lh  year  of  her  age. 
For  many  years  she  suffered  greatly  from  a  distor- 
tion  of  the  spine;  she  was  literally  bent  double,  for 
in  walking,  I'.er  forehead  was  within  a  few  inches 
of  her  toes:  but,  what  is  truly  remarkable,  a  few 
days  before  herdeath  she  became  perfectly  straight, 
and  was  enabled,  for  the  first  time  these  many  years, 
to  lay  on  her  back.  She  has  left  a  numerous  ofl- 
spring,  some  of  whom  are  her  great-great-grand 

children.  .  ^    r^u 

Hull.  The  Mifflm  Eagle  gives  an  account  of  the 
most  formidable  hail  storm,  that  passed  overiTus- 
carora  valley,  Pennsylvania,  that  we  recollect  to 
liave  read  of— it  levelled  trees  and  fences,  and  de- 
stroyed  the  crops,  with  many  young  hogs,  sheep 
and  cattle.  The  hail  was  of  the  size  of  a  hickory 
nut,  and  in  some  places  lay  a  foot  deep.  Its  course 
was  about  a  mile  and  an  half  wide. 

A  strantre  fish  was  caught  near  Middletown,  New 
.Tersey,  on  the  4th  of  June  instant— which  v/as  skin- 
ed  and  stuffed,  and  is  now  exhibiting  at  New  York. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  person  there  lias  ever 
seen  or  heard  of  the  hke  of  it  before.  Its  circum- 
ference was  18  feet,  length  32  feet  10  inches. 
The  tail  perpendicular  and  forked,  the  upper  part 
5  feet  and  tlie  lower  3  feet  long.  It  has  six  rows 
of  teeth  in  each  jaw,  about  one  fourth  of  an  inch 
long— five  gills  on  each  side,  that  lap  over  one  ano- 

ther the  mouth  is  hideous.thetliroatlurg-e  enough 

for  a  man  to  pass  through.  It  liad  no  bones,  no 
heart,  no  brains,  no  tongue— but  the  liver  was 
enormously  largo  and  yielded  four  barrels  of  oil. 
When  taken,  there  were  about  two  bushels  of  lam- 
prey eels  hanging  to  its  skin.  The  "Commercial 
Advertiser"  gives  us  the  following  additional  ac- 
count—  . 

"  The  animal  recently  caught  in  the  waters  ot 
.Tersey,  and  now  exhibiting  in  Broadway,  is  really 
a  curiosity.  It  is  no  shark,  nor  hor.se  mackerel,  and 
whether  fish  or  flesh,  it  is  really  a  sea-monster  of 
no  ordinary  kind  It  has  two  huge  muscular  fins, 
or  rather  wings,  a  little  back  of  the  gills,  and  two 
legs  or  paws,  fifteen  feet  back  of  the  fir.s,  about  the 
size  of  a  man's  leg,  and  the  fore  half  somewhat 
resembling  the  fore  half  of  a  human  foot,  with  a 
nail  about*  an  inch  long,  on  the  heel.  On  the  back 
is  a  large  bunch,  with  a  fin  on  the  top  of  it.  The 
tail  is  peculiarly  constructed,  and,  when  the  anim.il 
was  in   motion,   was  elevated  about  six  or  seven 


feet.  The  mouth  and  throat  are  enormously  larger 
The  animal  had  no  heart,  and  the  liver  was  almost 
back  to  the  tail.  There  was  not  a  bone  in  the  bo'ly.  , 
The  hardest  substance,  (of  which  we  have  a  speci- 
men),  being  a  kind  of  elastic  gristle.  The  skin  is 
of  a  dark  brown  color,  and  entirely  without  scales. 
The  animal  must  have  been  of  immense  power,  and, 
in  the  water,  might  well  have  been  taken  for  a  sea 
dragon,  worthy  of  being  rode  by  Neptune  himself. 
After  all,  we  know  but  little  of  the  wonders  of  the 
mighty  deep." 

Sturgeons.  One  hundred  and  eighty-two  stur- 
geons were  lately  taken  at  one  tide  at  Quebec:  the 
smallest  of  these  inhabitants  of  the  waters  were  of 
5Qlbs.  and  one  of  them  weighed  213  pounds,  French 
weight. 

Sharks.  The  ship  Brailsford,  on  her  passage 
from  Bombay  to  England,  in  lat.  29,  26,  S.  Ion.  40, 
2,  E.  caught  a  large  blue  female  shark,  12  feel  long; 
on  opening  which,  there  were  found  no  less  tlian 
77  young  ones  alive,  each  about  a  foot  long,  and 
weighing  from  one  half  to  three  quartc-rs  of  a  lb. 

Muskrattinff.  In  the  neighborhood  of  Salem,  N. 
J.  one  person  has  caught  one  hundred  muskrats 
in  one  night — and  another  caught  two  hundred  and 
ten  in  two  nights.  It  is  thought  that  they  may 
have  caught  2U00a-piece  daring  the  winter,  which, 
at  the  present  price,  will  fetch  1,5U0  dollars. 

A  ffreat  hunt.  A  week's  hunt  in  Berkshire  coun- 
ty. Mays,  last  month,  resulted  as  follows: — Grey 
squirrels,  115;  red  do.  623;  striped  do.  3191;  pi- 
geons 710;  partridges  6;  ground  hogs  137;  rabbits 
2;  owls  4;  crows  174;  hawks  49;  foxes  5.  Total 
killed,  5,017. 

Buttons.  Mr.  Creswick,  an  ingenious  culler  of 
New  York,  has  made  a  contract  with  the  agents  of 
the  government,  to  supply  the  United  Stales' navy 
with  brass  buttoiis,  of  a  peculiar  stamp:  and,  in  pre- 
sence of  several  gentlemen,  he  struck  off  two  do- 
zen in  the  space  of  one  minute  and  two  seconds. 
This  he  effected  by  a  new!;-  invented  stami)ing  ma- 
chine, the  only  one  in  America. 

Stockhridc^e,  (  Mass.)  J/i/?^  15.  An  apple  tree,  in 
capt.  Lincoln's  g;>rden  in  this  town,  which  was 
girdled  about  the  first  of  .May,  1820,  to  the  depth 
of  half  an  inch  within  the  bark,  bore  'n  1821,  and 
is  now  in  full  bloom.  The  tree  was  girdled  on  ac- 
count of  its  sterility,  but  bore  tliat  season  so  as  t(i 
break  down  several  limbs  by  the  weight  of  its  fruii. 

New  Yoitic  axd  I1:jston.  In  consequence  of  a 
change  in  the  route  of  the  steam  boats  and  stuges, 
by  the  late  law  ot  Connecticut,  the  boats  from  Nc-w 
York  pass  on  to  Providence;  persons  may  leave  N. 
York  one  day  and  arrive  in  Boston  the  next! 

DISTRICT    BAXKS. 


Specie  on 

710  tes  in 

hand. 

circulation. 

Patriotic  bank 

5,245   44 

60.098  50 

Bank  of  Washington 

10,718  38. 

58,938  50 

the  NJetropolis 

14,578  61 

38,893  00 

of  Columbia 

17,861  50 

44,015  89 

Farmers  &.  Mechanics 

73,517  54 

236,267  00 

Union  bank 

16,1?'3  17 

98,044  00 

Central  bank 

*none 

4.470  00 

Bank  of  Potomac 

41,697  00 

128,376  00 

Alexandria 

46,421  95 

1  -.«,392  57 

Farmers  bank 

31,399  80 

145,200  00 

Mechanics' 

*4,578  53 

6,019  25 

*  The  banks  marked  thus  are  v/inding  up  thtir 
business. 
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Treaty  witu  France.  The  anxiously  expected 
arrantfeincnt  wild  Fiance  has  at  hist  been  made, 
and  the  coi)\  enlion  [us  corrected]  is  inserted  in  the 
following  jjHges.  The  b.Hion  G.  Hydcde  Xeuvillc, 
the  French  minister,  took  his  leave  oltiie  piesi 
dent  on  Tuesday  last,  to  return  home.  The  count 
Julius  de  .Meiion  remains  as  ciiarge  dcs  affkirLS. 

Foreign  jiissions.  We  have  on  our  files  and  in- 
tend to  jjublisii,  a  copy  of  a  paper  laid  before  con- 
gress at  its  last  session,  shewing  the  names  of  our 
ministers  and  agents  to  foreign  countries,  and  the 
amounts  respectively  i)aid  to  them,  for  different 
serrices  and  missions,  from  tiie  1st  of  Jan.  ISul,  to 
31st  Dec.  1821.  The  whole  amount  of  money  ex- 
pended thereon  is  given  at  g  1,329,877 — an  average 
of  66,32.3  dollars  a  year.  We  cannot  ascertain  thf- 
present  annual  cost  of  our  foreign  missions;  buC 
presume  that,  just  now,  it  is  considerably  more  than 
tlie  avera.je  stated.  The  sum  given  includes  con- 
tingencies. 

Now,  this  expenditure  appears  to  be  a  very  mo- 
derate one — less,  perhaps,  in  the  whole,  than  other 
govcriirrients  n.ay  disburse  on  account  of  a  single 
niinisler,  at  some  of  the  most  distinguished  and  im 
portani  European  courls;  yet  it  has  aivva'-s  appear- 
ed to  us  t')ac  our  concerns  miglit  be  quite  as  well 
managed,  in  general,  by  the  second  grade  of  minis 
ters  called  ''cfuirge  cles  affaires"  as  by  those  of  the 
first  grade,  known  as  "envoys  extraordinary  and 
ministers  plenipotentiary."  The  former  are  suffi 
cient  for  ail  commercial  purposes,  (and  we  do  not 
ift'ish  to  have  any  others  to  attend  to),  witli  foreign 
powers.  Dignity  may  be  better  maintained  by  re- 
tiring from  trie  politics  and  policy  of  the  old  world, 
than  by  mixing  in  them — in  which  we  have  not,  and, 
I  trust,  never  shall  have  much,  if  any,  direct  diplo- 
raatic  influence;  for  that  must  be  followed  by  en- 
tanglements hostile  to  the  best  interests  of  the  re- 
public. 

The  "National  Advocate,"  of  the  14th  inst.  so 
well  expresses  our  opinions,  that  we  shall  substi- 
itute  the  language  of  Mr  Noah  for  what  further  we 
iTiigtit  have  said  on  this  subject: 

"We  have  frequently  believed  that  this  country 
would  be  more  usefully  represented  abroad  by 
charge  dcs  affaires,  than  by  ministers  or  ambassa- 
dors, and  we  shall  briefly  state  our  reasons  for  this 
opinion. 

««A  churq-e  des  affaires  has  the  same  facilities  of 
transacting  business  with  tlie  cabinet  ministers,  and 
corresijondiiig  on  all  important  points,  as  a  minis- 
ter and  ambassador.  He  is  not  the  appendage  to  a 
court,  nor  i;;  lie  required  to  attend  the  levees,  give 
diplomatic  dinners,  or  launch  into  all  those  extrava- 
gances which  are  authorized  by  the  representative 
of  a  king,  but  wliich  are  incompatible  with  the  sim 
plicity  of  a  republican  government,  and  do  notcor- 
ies[jon(l,  with  tne  limited  salary  which  we  allow. — 
A  charge  <lds  affaires  is  calculated  to  be  of  more  ser- 
vice, because  he  is  unrestricted  by  the  formalities 
of  a  court,  he  can  go  where  he  pleases,  associate  in 
any  manner  agreeable  to  himself  and  u.seful  to  the 
country,  he  can  fathom  any  plot,  unravel  any  mys- 
tery, probe  into  things,  and  discover  the  minutia 
of  aifairs  on  any  point  interesting  to  his  govern- 
mcTit.  A  minister,  it  is  true,  ha-s  a  full  and  confi- 
Voc.  XXir. '18.^ 


dential  intercourse  with  his  colleagues,  uut  Aiiat 
information  did  one  minister  ever  obtain  from  ano- 
tlier  at  a  dinner  or  levee,  that  was  worth  the  pinch 
if  snuif  taken  from  his  diplomatic  box  covered  with 
diamonJs?  We  want  men  of  business  abroad,  un- 
trammelled by  the  fictitious  trappings  and  barriers 
of  a  bunk. 

"It  rrid}  be  s.i.id  that  if  we  send  charge  des  affaires 
to  England,  France,  and  Russia,  the\'  will  only  send 
us  charge  des  aifairs  in  return.  So  much  the  bet- 
ter; they  will  send  us  able  men  under  any  title,  and 
We  can  reciprocate.  We  shall  not  iiave  at  Wash- 
iiiglon  the  grand  display  of  monarchical  splendor 
and  rquipages;  no  dinners  and  rich  wines  I'l  .•>!..  jVit 
tlie  appetite,  and  corrupt  the  principles  of  our 
country  members  of  congress,  and  make  them  sigh 
after  vanities  which  are  fatal  to  the  purity  of  our 
republic.  Every  thing  will  be  simple  abroad  and 
at  home.  I'he  salary  we  allow  a  minister  is  not  suffi- 
cient for  a  display  of  all  r.is  prerogatives:  but  the 
salary  of  a  charge  dcs  aifairs  is  amply  sufHcient  for 
all  his  wants." 

So  far  the  "Advocate."  But  if  it  is  neceseary  to 
send  and  keep  ministers  any  where,  they  ougni  to 
be  sent  to  the  indepetident  governmr-nts  of  tne 
South.  Yet  we  are  pleased  that  Mr  Torres,  who 
might  have  assumed  the  character  of  a  .minister 
plenipotentiary,  or  that  of  a  charge  des  aff..ires  of 
the  republic  of  Colombia,  has  preferred  the  latter, 
and  been  so  received  by  the  president  of  the  L'.nited 
States.  To  be  sure,  his  ideal  dignity  is  l"ssf  ned  by 
it,  but  his  real  usefulness  is  Qot  impaired  by  tne 
ciioice  he  has  mane,  which  also  saves  to  his  country 
several  thousand  dollars  a  year.  Mr.  Torres  is  too 
good  and  too  wise  a  man  to  be  told  that  economy 
is  a  republican  virtue — for  he  knows  it.  As  this 
gentleman  has  preferred  the  second  ministerial 
grade,  and  as  it  is  probable  that  our  government 
will  at  least  send  an  "agent"  to  Colombia,  we  should 
hope  that  the  character  might  be  changed  to  that 
of  a  charge  des  affaires,  by  wiiich  the  diplomatic 
correspondence  of  the  two  governments  would,  at 
oncej-^be  put  on  an  equality  and  be  perfected.  If 
hereafter,  and  toaccomplisli  some  special  purpose, 
a  minister  is  thought  necessary,  we  can  send  one; 
but  until  Colombia,  just  emerging  from  her  revo- 
lution, and,  no  doubt,  embarrassed  in  her  means, 
shall,  at  least,  manifest  a  desire  to  establish  a  more 
expensive  diplomacy  with  us,  it  would  hardly  seem 
quite  friendly  on  our  part  to  impose  it  upon  her. 
We  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  intercourse  be- 
tween republics  should  be  maintained  in  the  least 
costly  manner;  with  frankness  and  without  pomp, 
parade  or  ceremony.  Tiiese  latter  take  off  much 
from  business;  and  between  men  and  nations,  who 
mean  to  act  honestly  by  one  another,  should  be  dis- 
pensed  with. 

Zealous  to  complete  the  will  of  the  people  and 
the  act  of  our  government,  in  regard  to  the  south- 
ern republics,  we  hope  that  tiie  president,  who  so 
frankly  recommended  their  acknowledgement, 
may  be  induced  to  reciprocate  the  wishes  of  Co- 
lombia by  sending  out  a  charge  des  affaires. 

The  sesatf.  ofthe  United  States.  A  New  York 
paper-notices  it,  as  gratifying 'o  the  national  pride, 
to  witness  the  increasing'  respect  a-nd  value  tliut  js 
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Pltiiched  to  the  senate.  The  present  list  contains 
the  names  of  seven  gentlemen  who  have  been  g'o- 
veniors  of  states;  '.o  wit,  Mr.  Knight,  of  Khode  Island; 
Mr.  Dickerson,  of  New  Jersey;  Mr.  Findlay  of  Fenn. 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Msryland;  Mr.  Barbour  of  Virginia; 
>Ir  Drown,  of  Ohio;  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi;  and 
Mr.  Uei!,  of  New  Hampshire,  has  been  elected  to 
serve  after  the  4th  of  March  next. 

It  seems  to  us  impossible  that  any  man  can  look 
at  the  senate,  when  engaged  in  businesH,  w.Lhout 
feelnig  a  profound  respect  for  that  body.  It  may 
be,  that  there  are  much  greater  men  in  the  United 
States  than  any  to  be  found  in  this  assembly,  but  a 
large  amount  of  various  and  useful  talent  13  surely 
collected  in  it,  and  an  easy  dignity  of  manner,  cour- 
teous deportment  and  zeal  to  do  business  prevails, 
that  commands  attention  and  esteem.  The  doors 
of  the  senate  are  always  open  to  strangers,  unless 
wl.cn  tl;e  body  is  engaged  in  what  is  called  secret 
or  executive  business — and  little,  if  any,  inconveni- 
ence has  resulted  from  it.  No  one,  if  mo»t  slight- 
ly iaipressed  with  a  desire  to  be  thought  a  decent 
man,  cannot  act  indecorously  in  the  presence  of 
the  senate,  because  of  the  decorum  that  prevails  in 
the  body  itself;  and  the  most  giddy  and  thoughtless 
pre  awed  by  the  grave  and  venerable  appearance 
of  it — most  of  the  members  having  passed  the  me- 
ridian of  life.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  they  are 
exempted  from  the  feelings  and  passions  that  pre- 
vail in  the  hearts  of  other  men,  but  these  feelings 
and  passions  are  veined  and  held  in  by  discretion  and 
self  respect.  The  senate  may  be  said  to  be  a  proud 
and  punctilious  body — but  so  withtMit  austerity  or 
foolishness;  having  for  their  object  only  the  prijser- 
vation  of  order  and  a  support  of  the  respect  due  to 
themselves,  as  they  shew  respect  unto  others. 

Fire.  Last  Sunday  afternoon  there  happened 
the  greatest  tire  ever  known  in  this  city.  It  com- 
menced in  a  board-yard  in  the  rear  of  McElderry's 
wharf,  an('.  soon  commimicated  to  two  adjacent 
A-ards.  The  three  yards,  occupying  a  small  space  of 
ground,  are  computed  to  have  had  not  less  than  txvo 
7ninions  feet  of  lumber  in  them,  much  of  which  v.as 
pilch-p'.ne  boards  and  scantling.  All  this  stock  of 
combustible  materiaUwas  soon  in  a  blaze,  and  with 
it  from  25  to  30  buildings,  most  of  them  large  and 
valuable  ware-houses  on  the  wharf,  liUed  with 
goods — seventeen  were  destroyed  in  one  range. 
The  contents  of  some  of  these  were  also  nearly 
consumed,  and  many  tliousand  dollars  worth  of 
goods  were  thrown  into  the  dock,  as  if  for  the 
desperate  purpose  of  lessening  the  amount  of  com- 
bustible matter,  for  otherwise,  they  must  inevita- 
bly have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  flames.  The  vast  bo- 
dy of  fire  defeated  the  most  powerful  efforts  to 
check  it  for  about  four  hours;  when,  the  materials 
being  partly  consumed,  tlie  fire  companies  began 
to  operate  with  effect,  and  to  prevent  a  further 
extension  of  the  calamity;  tlsoughthe  flood  of  wa- 
ter poured  on  the  flame  must  have  had  some  eflect 
to  lessen  the  violence  of  its  progress.  It  is  hard 
to  imagine  the  quantity  of  heat  thrown  out — but 
the  curb  stones  of  a  narrow  street,  that  separated 
the  board-yards  from  the  ware-houses,  were  dis- 
solved by  it,  and  blocks  of  marble  and  free  stone, 
in  a  stone  cutter's  yard  (round  two  sides  of  wliich 
the  boards  were  piled),  to  the  value  of  3000  dollars, 
were  destroyed — converted  into  lime  or  cracked 
to  pieces. 

Several  of  our  worthy  and  meritorious  citizens, 
whose  situations  were  easy,  have  nearly  lost  their 
all.    The  value  of  the  whole  property  destroyed  is 


variously  estimated;  but  we  tl/inkthat  it  must  have 
amounted  to  about  one  bundled  and  fifty  thousand 
dollnrs. 

Inr.LANn.  During  the  last  week,  the  Hibernian 
Society  of  Baltimore  had  a  meeting,  and  appointed 
a  committee  of  two  in  each  ward,  to  solicit  dona- 
tions for  the  relief  of  the  suffering  people  of  Ire- 
land— but,  in  consequence  of  the  destntctlve  fire 
in  this  city,  on  Sunday  evening,  a  special  meeting 
of  the  said  society  was  called,  and  a  resolution  en- 
tered into,  that  iipplicationsfi)r  such  relief  shouldbe 
at  least  postponed,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  those 
that  may  be  made  to  assist  our  own  unfortunate 
fellow  citizens. 


St,  Mart's  cKur.rn  PuiLAr/KtrKiA.  Having  men- 
tioned the  unfortunate  disturbances  that  occurred 
when  the  election  of  trustees  of  this  cliurch  took 
place  some  time  ago,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  a 
peaceable  mode  liaving  been  adopted  to  ascertain 
the  wislies  of  the  congregation,  it  appears  that  497 
pew-holders  were  favorable  to  the  choice  of  trus- 
tees who  desire  the  rev.  Mr.  Ilogan  to  continue  as 
pastor,  and  437  pew-holders  in  favor  of  the  other  set 
of  trustees.     So  Mr.  Hogan  retains  the  pulpit, 

EunoR,  The  editor  of  the  "Democratic  Press," 
rightfully  and  powerfully  reprehending  the  ?iois<r 
that  has  been  made  in  the  newsjiapeis,  because  two 
certain  pevsons  had  resolved  to  shoot,  and  did  shoot 
at,  one  another,  by  \ifliich  a  severe  wound  was  in- 
flicted,  says,  «'there  is  not  a  paper  in  the  union 
which  has  been  pubtishijd  since  tlie  news  [of  the 
result]  reached  them,  that  lias  not  blazoned  forth 
all  the  particulars,"  &c.  We  beg  leave  to  make  an 
exception  to  this  sweeping  censure  in  favor  of  this 
paper.  The  dispute  between  the  parties,  or  any 
thing  relative  to  their  meeting,  has  never  been 
mentioned  in  the  "Register,"  or  even  remotely 
alluded  to,  until  now. 

La  Fatett:;.  The  council  of  administrators  of 
the  college  of  New  Orleans,  has  appointed  Mr,  La- 
kaunl  president  of  that  institution.  Many  testimo- 
nies of  the  high  approbation  in  v.'hich  this  gentle- 
man was  held  in  I'rance  are  published,  and  among 
them  a  warm  letter  from  our  friend  La  Fayette,  in 
which  he  says — 

"My  regret  for  the  losses  of  France,  are  mitigated 
by  the  idea  that  they  will  benefit  the  United  States. 

"The  friends  of  freedom  need  not  however  des- 
pond. They  may  carry  with  them  the  consoling 
hope,  that  its  cause  is  not  lost  in  Europe;  and  in 
France  less  than  any  where  else.  All  that  is  great 
and  useful  in  the  revolution,  will,  I  trust,  be  pre- 
served." 

TnE  NOTiTii-wEST,  The  Detroit  Gazette  of  the 
"th  instant,  states  that,  on  the  preceding  Friday, 
about  150  British  troop;;  jiassed  that  place,  to  be 
stationed  on  Drummond's  Island,  It  is  suggested 
that  this  measure  has  been  adopted  to  counterba- 
lance the  eflect  of  our  establighment  at  the  Saut  de 
St.  Marie.  We  are  also  about  to  establish  a  new 
post  atSagana  bay. 

The  force  of  emigration  to  ^richigan,  and  appa- 
rently of  substantial  farmers  and  intelligent  per- 
sons, is  very  great,  and  the  prospect  is  that  this 
territory  will  soon  claim  an  admission  into  the 
union. 

Arkansas,  also,  is  rapidly  peculating,  and  will, 
probably,  come  in  with  Michigan. 
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Space.  They  vojage  from  Louisville,  Ken.  to 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  about  700  miles,  has  been 
made  in  a  steam  bout,  in  lour  d:iys  and  Ibui'  houis. 

Canals.  One  hundred  weiglit  of  merchandize 
19  now  trans[)or!eG  h'om  Monle/.uma  to  Utica,  h_\ 
the  Krie  c;inal,  tor  tlic  sum  oijive  cents,  exclusive 
of  the  cost  ot  the  tolls,  and  this  is  evidei'tly  a 
pretty  profitable  business  to  those  owning  and  ma- 
naging the  bouts — as  the  employment  ot  two  men, 
one  boy  and  a  horse,  earn  on  an  average  more  than 
seven  dollars  per  day.  'I'lie  rates  of  loll  are  various 
— salt  and  g)psnm  pay  five  mdls,  per  ton,  per  mile, 
flour,  grain,  salted  pro\isions  anil  ashes,  one  cent. 
five  mills;  merchandize,  generally,  three  cents; 
wood,  one  cent  per  cord,  boards,  &c.  per  M.  feet, 
the  same.  Taking  tlien,  the  rate  of  the  toll  on 
flour  as  an  average  of  the  whole,  t)ie  transporta- 
tion of  a  tun  \Viiighi,nineli/  six  miles,  costs  only  two 
dollars  and  forty-four  cenls.  This  is  according  to 
the  new  i-ates  of  loll,  whicli  are  complained  of  as 
being  too  high.  Two  hundred  and  five  tons  of  mer- 
chandize lately  passed  icc.s/  on  the  canal,  in  one 
week.  Mucli  imi)rovement  h;is  been  made  in  the 
construction  oflhe  boals— -those  of  t'orly  tons  bur- 
then are  preferred;  Ihey  carry  about  40j  barrels  oi 
flour,  and  are  drawn  by  two  horses  at  tiie  rate  of 
three  miles  per  hour.  Live  Hsh,  from  Oneida  lake, 
Stc.  are  to  be  found  all  alon^  the  line  of  liiis  sec- 
tion of  the  canai. 

The  success  t!iat  has  so  far  attended  the  enter- 
prize  of  Xew  York,  has  raised  up  a  most  laudable 
spirit  in  many  other  •-lates.  We  shall  notice  what 
is  doing,  or  proposed  to  be  done,  in  some  of  them. 

Pennsylv.-.nia,  havingimproved  the  bed  oflhe  ri- 
ver Schuylkill,  and  rendered  it  navigable   so  that 
boats   descend  it  100  miles,  and  steam  boats  ply 
upon  it  tiic  greater  part  of  that  distance,  is  en- 
gaged in  cutting  what  is  called  the  Union  canal  — 
a  great  v/ork,  wliich,  if  successfully  accomplished, 
will    be   of  i.nrnense   importance  to  the  slate;  the 
j)eople  of  Philadelphia  are  also  exerting  them 
selves  to  resume  the   labor  of  opening  a  canal  to 
unite  the  waters  of  the  (jht  sapeaice  and  Delaware. 
Surveys  have  been  made  in  Ohio  for  tiie  important 
work  ot  uniting  the  great  lakes  with  the  waters  ot 
♦he  O  iio  river — as  this  project  appears  to  be  en- 
tirely practicable  and  at  a  moderate  expense,  com- 
pared wilh  the  objects  to  be  attained  by,  it  cannot 
be   doubted  that,    when   the   great  Erie   canal  is 
■finished,  as  it  soon  will  be,  that  the  capitalists  of 
Kew  York  will  assist  the  people  of  Ohio  in  efi'ect- 
jng  it.     The   Dismal  Swainp  canal  is  coming  into 
mucli  use,  and  afi'ords  great  facilities  in  the  trans- 
portation of  heavy  commodities— it  has  lately  been 
improved.     Two  canals  are  contemplated  in  Con- 
neciicut,  to  be  called  the  Farmington  and  Housa- 
tonick  canals — they  appear  as  if  they  would  be  ex- 
tensive ;'nd  very  ^aluable  v.'orks;  tlie  latter  will  be 
66  miles  long — the  ascent  is  604  feel,  the  supply  of 
water  abundant,  and  the  v.'hole  cost  estimated  at 
69'J.400  dollars.     It  is  jjroposed  to  cut  a  canal  from 
AVorcester,  in  Massachuseits,  to  Providence,  U.  1. 
on  which  there  will  be  a  miglity  transportation:  it 
is  estimated  that  I'.jO  tons  of  cheese  and  75  tons  ot 
pork  will  annually  find  an  outlet  by  it,     A  great 
design   ^s  conceived   in  Massachusetts  to  eficct  a 
water  conniunication,  by  Weymouth  and  Taunton 
rivers,  from  Uoston  harbor  to  Long  Island  Sound, 
and  a  luminous  report  has  been  made  as  toiisprac- 
ticabilily.     An    extensive    canal    is    jirojectetl    in 
ZVIaine,  and  much  of  the  slock  actually  taken,  which 
will  greatly  benefit  the  ncrlh^rn  paris  of  New 
JJampshire,  if  aC''oin'>lished.     M'lch  zcaJ  is  mani- 


fested to  unite  the  waters  of  lake  ..lichigan  to  those 
of  the  Mississippi,  by  the  Illinois, — a  nirttter  easily 
done,  and  which  the  nature  of  tilings  and  progress 
of  improvement  will  soon  bring  aiiout.  Wu  see 
an  advertisement  in  the  S.  C.  "  leles:;ope,"  inform- 
ing the  public  that  "a  steam  boat,  with  a  propor- 
tion;ib!e  number  of  tow-boats,  suited  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Columbia  canal,"  will  soon  be  put  in 
operation.  The  Lehigh  river,  in  Pennsylvr.nia, 
has  been  much  improved,  and  large  quaritities  of 
coal.  Sec,  are  descending  it  to  Philadelphia  '1  lie 
arks  at  present  used,  carry  about  seven  tons  of 
merchandize,  but  sucli  as  will  carrv  21  tons,  it  is 
thought,  will  soon  be  preferred,  and  the  arks  sell 
for  as  much  at  Pliiiadelpiiia  as  they  cost  on  the  Le- 
high. The  .luniata,  which  empties  into  tlie  Sus- 
ciuehannah,  hegms  to  be  navigated  by  arks — the 
removal  of  a  iew  obstructions  will  render  th.cii" 
descent,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  coaipara- 
tively  safe.  A  canal  is  also  projected  from  tha 
town  of  Sharon  in  Connecticut,  along  the  Croton 
river  to  the  llud-ion,  and  it  seems  likely  that  ano- 
ther source  of  wealth  to  N'cw  York  will  be  opened. 

The  folio  wing  intelligence  respecting  tlie  present 
stata  of  the  Erie  canal,  is  highly  interestin.; — and 
enough  so,  we  should  think,  to  rouse  tiie  people 
of  other  states  furtiier  to  emulate  the  examphi  set 
to  the  union  by  the  great  state  of  N.  York;  whose 
former  progress  of  population  and  improvement 
isbutatype  uf  that  whicli  is  to  come; 

"We  are  informed  (says  t!ie  J\'e-j;  York  Daily 
Advertiser  )  by  a  gentleman  who  has  just  returned 
from  a  visit  to  Uuli'alo  and  Niagara  falls,  that  he 
travelled  loO  miles  in  the  new  convenient  passage 
boats  on  the  Erie  canal:  viz.  from  Little  Falls  to 
Utira  22  miles 

Utica  to  Montezuma,  by  Rome, Syracuse, 
and  Weed's  Basin,  95 

Crossing  from  Montezuma  over  the  Se- 
neca river,  and  tlie  Cayuga  marshes,  6  miles 
and  up  the  river  Chde  6}  miles  to  Block- 
house —he  again  takes  the  canal  and  pass- 
ing the  flourisUing  villages  of  Lyons  and 
Palmyra  to  liartwell's  Dasin,  42 

160 

On  this  route  are  already  seen  passage  boats 
with  good  accommodations,  and  hundreds  of  other 
boats  transporting  immense  quantities  of  produce 
to  Utica;  and  such  is  the  stock  in  this  state,  that 
there  are  now  100,000  barrels  of  flour  alone  on  the 
banks  of  the  canal,  that  cannot  be  transported  for 
want  of  boats— many  of  which  are  now  building 
that  cost  from  S'^'^  f"  S^^'-*  ^**cl),  and  carry  from 
150  to  400  barrels. —  These  boats  have  taken  freight 
from  Montezuma  to  Utica,  a  distance  of  nearly'  100 
miles,  at  the  extremely  low  rate  of  5  cents  per 
cwt.  or  one  dollar  per  ion, -ohicli  is  about  one  tenth 
the  former  rale  of  transpnriini^  the  same  distance  hy 
Tvngom;  in  this  case,  the  owners  of  the  goods  paid 
the  tolls,  which  however  are  very  trifling. 

The  passage  boats  are  drawn  by  three  horses 
tandem  rigged;  the  other  l)o:its  by  one  or  two  hor- 
ses, according  to  the  size  of  the  boat — a  boy  rides 
the  rear  horse,  and  travels  from  three  to  four  miles 
per  hour.  Passengers  leaving  Utica  at  8  o'clock, 
reach  Weed's  fJasiii,  8"  miles,  tiie  next  morning 
at  seven  o'clock,  tr.-.velling  p.'i  uigfit.  'The  charge 
is  only  4  cents  per  mile,  v»hich  includes  board  and 
lodging,  bot'i  of  which  are  ..s  good,  if  not  belter, 
than  t!ia  taverns  on  tlie  rojd.  This  is  as  rapid  as 
the  stages  travel,  much  less  expensive,  no  risk  of 
liie  or  limb,  and  no  fatigue  or  dust  attending-. 
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The  grarnl  canal  is  nearly  finished  from  Schenec- 
tady to -Little  Falls,  65  mill  s  — from  Montezuma  lo 
Clyde,  or  Block  house,  13  miles,  and  from  Hart- 
well's  Basin  to  Gcnnesee  river,  and  from  thence  to 
Lockport,  70  miles— all  of  which  it  is  said,  will  be 
filled,  and  boats  allowed  to  pass,  on  or  before  the 
frst  dity  of  October  next;  makins?  260  or  270  miles, 
through  one  of  tlie  richest  and  most  viiiuable  parts 
of  the  state  of  New  Yt-rk.  Numerous  emigrants 
from  the  hardy  and  industrious  northern  and  east- 
ern hive,  are  "to  h-  seen  iransportin.^  themselves 
and  their  fatnilies,  at  little  or  no  expense,  to  settle 
on  the  lands  bordering,''  on  the  canal. 

Mercli.n's  residing  in  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  Lex- 
ington and  Louisville,  and  in  Michigan  and  Indiana, 
■ict'H  S0071  o-et  their  snoods  tramported  for  \  the.  price 
they  110-0)  pay,  and  save  as  much  or  more  in  the 
break3;:re  and  damage  now  unavoidable  in  wagons, 
besides  the  saving  of  half  or  two-lhirds  in  time; 
wliich,  in  fact,  is  extending  the  credit  on  their 
goods. 

EmigTants  and  their  families  must  prefjr  the  ca- 
nal lo  any  other  route  en  every  account— expense, 
lime,  health  and  comfort,  &c. 

The  amount  of  toll  already  received  at  the  of- 
fice in  Utica  this  spring,  exceeds  the  sum  paid  the 
whole  of  last  year,  and  it  is  supposed  it  will  amount 
to  50  or  60,000  dollars. 

Colleges,  &c.  ''Cambridge  University  has  now 
an  annual  income,  including  the  amount  paid  by  the 
students  for  tuition,  of  45,000  dollars.  It  has  an 
am.onnt  of  property,  including  buildings  and  library, 
of  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars;  and  derives 
from  its  real  and  personal  estate  an  annual  income 
of  more  than  20,000  dollars;  yet,  for  eight  or  ten 
years  past,  has  received  10,000  dolkrs  a  year  from 
the  state  of  Massachusetts.  In  the  state  of  New 
York,  funds  to  the  amount  of  775,000  dollars  have 
been  gi  anted  to  their  colleges;  and  100,000  to  their 
academies  In  Virginia,  200,000  dollars  have  been 
expended  upon  the  buildings  alone  of  the  univer- 
sity lately  established.  South  Car*ilina  has  within 
a  few  years,  expended  200,000  dollars  upon  build- 
iiisjs  and  other  accommodations  for  their  university, 
and  pays  annually  from  the  state  treasury,  12,000 
dollars  for  the  support  of  their  instructors."  These 
facts  are  stated  in  a  memorial  from  Yale  College  to 
the  legislature  of  Connecticut,  as  motives  to  induce 
a  grant  of  additional  legislative  patronage  to  that 
respectable  institution. 

CoL.  John  McKimstrt,  lately  died  at  Livingston, 
New  Y'ork,  aged  80.  He  v.as  a  most  gallant  soldier 
of  the  revolution,  served  during  the  whole  of  the 
war,  received  several  wounds,  and  carried  with  him 
to  the  tomb  some  of  the  enemy's  balls.  His  private 
life  and  deportment  was  as  amiable  as  his  public 
one  had  been  beneficial. 

orhim,  the  Ifudsun  Jf'hig  says — "One  incident,  in 
the  life  of  this  veteran,  is  too  rem/rkable  to  be 
passed  slightly  over.  At  the  battle  of  the  Cedars, 
(thirty  mile  s  above  Montreal,  on  the  St.  Lawrence) 
col.  >L  McKinstry,  then  a  captain  in  col.  Paterson's 
regiment  of  continental  troops,  was  twice  wound- 
eo  and  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians.  The  intre- 
pidity of  captain  M'Kinstry,  as  a  partizan  officer, 
had  rendered  him  alike  the  object  of  their  fears 
and  of  their  unforgiving  resentment.  The  British 
ofP.cers  were  too  much  in  dread  of  their  savage 
allifs,  on  account  of  their  vast  superiority  of  num- 
bers, to  risk  an  interpositioo  of  their  authority  to 
prevent  the  torrid  sacrifice  thej  sav/  preparing: 


Already  had  the  victim  been  bound  to  the  tree, 
and  surrounded  by  the  faggots  intended  for  his 
immolation; — hope  had  fled; — and  in  tiie  agony  of 
despair  he  had  uttered  tlut  mystic  appeal  which  the 
brotlierliood  of  masons  never  disregard; — when,  as 
if  heaven  had  i;iterposed  for  his  preservation, 
the  warr.or  Brandt  understood  him  and  saved  him. 

Brandt  had  been  clucated  in  Europe;  and  had 
there  been  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  freema- 
sonry. The  advantages  of  education,  and  his  na- 
tive strength  of  mind,  gave  him  an  ascendancy 
over  the  uncultu-ed  sons  of  the  forest,  tiiat  few 
other  chiefs  possessed.  Situited  as  he  was,  the 
impending  danger  of  a  brother  must  have  forci- 
bly brought  to  mind  his  obligation  to  support  him 
in  the  time  of  ])eril.  His  utmost  endeavors  were, 
accordingly,  used,  and  they  were  happily  success- 
ful, in  obtaining  for  hiin  an  immediate  respite  and 
an  eventful  ranso"m. 


HoTATioN  l^f  o;  Fice.  W.  G.  D.  Worthington, 
late  acting  governor  of  Florida,  in  an  address  to 
the  citizens  of  St.  Augustine  on  the  28th  ult.  con- 
cludes with  the  following  paragraph. 

"Many  of  my  friends  here,  think  I  have  teen 
dealt  rather  hardly  with  by  being  dislocated  from 
the  office  I  lately  filled.  This  is  an  event  according 
to  the  very  spirit  and  genius  of  our  government — 
ours  is  not  a  government  of  offices.  I  Iiave  tilled  the 
place  assigned  me.  Tiie  situation  assumes  a  new 
character.  My  partis  ended. — WlienI  took  it,  there 
was  no  guarantee  on  its  conclusion  to  give  me  ano- 
ther. I  only  therefore  undergo  the  common  fate 
of  ])oliticians  in  our  coun'ry — I  can  see  no  reflec- 
tion cast  on  me — I  therefore  retire,  "a  statesman 
without  power,  yet  free  from  gall" — and  a  "votary 
alone  of  freedom  and  the  laws"  On  the  whole,  I 
view  the  history  of  my  past  year,  like  a  great  tragi- 
comedy — It  had  its  pleasant  scenes,  and  its  disa- 
greeable  ones — its  acts  of  gaiety  and  of  sadness, 
and  winds  up  well,  for  "all  is  well  that  ends  well." 
.And  whether  1  remain  in  Florida,  or  return  to  my 
native  state,  Maryland,  1  shall  always  cherish  the 
recollection  of  the  kindness  and  the  support  I  have 
received  here,  and  let  the  ills  be  forever  forgot- 
ten." 

A  SEW  WAT  TO  PAT  oLj)  DEBTS.  The  following 
solution  of  the  ingenious  financial  expedients 
adopted  by  the  English  ministry,  is  given  in  the 
rimes: — 

"With  respect  now  to  the  general  state  of  our 
finances,  and  the  increase  or  diminution  of  the  na- 
tional debt.  The  live  millions,  it  appears,  set  apart 
under  the  title  of  a  sinking  fund,  is  to  be  religiously 
preserved.  For  argument  sake,  therefore,  we 
will  suppose  tlie  public  debt  diminished  this  year 
by  that  sum;  but  it  is  acknowledged  on  all  sides 
that  we  have  really  no  olhersinking  fund  tiian  that 
sum,  be  it  more  or  less,  by  which  our  income  ex- 
ceeds our  expenditure.  On  the  one  side,  therefore, 
^5,000,000  is  to  be  considered  as  deducted  from 
our  national  debt;  but  on  the  other  there  is  added 
to  it- 
Money  to  the  holders  of  5  per  cent.  ^2,600,000 
Borrowed  for  national  works  1,000,000 

Ditto  for  agricultural  distress  in  England  1,000,000 
Diito  for  distresses  in  Ireland,  sum  uncer- 
tain, but  estimated  by  lord  J.X)ndonder- 
ry  at  another  million  1,000,000 


,£5,600,000 
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"The  diminution  therefore,  of  the  national  debt, 
by  the  proposed  sinking'  fund,  is  five  millions,  and 
the  addition  to  that  debt  is,  even  in  this  statj-e  of 
our  calculation,  five  millions  six  hundred  thousand 
pounds;  making  a  balance  in  favor  of  that  good  old 
absorber  of  publ'ic  wealth—tiie  national  debt — ot 


"As  for  the  slave  trade,  I  have  but  one  remark  to 
make.  We  concur  fully  in  the  opinion  expressed 
on  this  floor,  by  the  honorable  general,  about  the 
horrible  IruRic.  But  government  hasor.ly  one  thing 
to  fuIHl,  and  tliat  is  to  watch  faithfully  over  the  exe- 
cutioii  of  treaties — upon   this  point  it  fc^irs  no  i.n- 


them  all  up  by  and  by." 

Steam  f.vrines  of  Btiitaiv.  M.  Dupin,  whilst 
speaking  of  t!ie  inunense  mechanical  force  set  in 
action  by  the  s'eam  enrjiues  of  Britain,  gives  the 
folJou'ing  illustration  of  its  ar.iount:  The  great  py- 
ramid of  Egypt  required  for  i's  erection  the  labor 
of  above  100,000  niL-n  for  twenty  yearsj  but,  if  we 
were  required  ag;un  to  raise  tlie  stones  from  t!^e 
quarries,  and  place  them  at  their  present  height, 
the  action  of  the  steam  engines  of  IJritain,  which 
are  managed  at  mo.«t  by  36,000  men,  would  be  suf- 
ficient  to  produce  the  effect  in  eighteen  hours. — 
And  Mr.  Dupin  says,  that  if  it  were  required  to 
know  how  long  a  time  tliey  would  take  to  cut  the 
stone,  and  move  them  from  the  cjuarries  to  the 
pyramid,  a  very  few  days  would  be  found  sufficient, 

Fonr.iGjr  xf.ws. 
Great  Britain.  A  jury  of  thirteen  goldsmiths, 
under  a  charge  from  the  lord  ciiancellor,  have  re- 
cently sat  at  the  mint,  London,  to  examine  into  the 
quality  of  the  gold  ami  silver  coin,  made  between 
May,  1818,  and  Dec.  1821,  The  amount  coined 
was  10,4/3,245^  Is.  8r.'.  in  gold,  and  2,719,926.'.  in 
silver.  I'his  inquiry  is  of  very  ancient  date.  The 
chancellor,  in  his  charge,  speaking  of  tiie  cessation 
of  cash  payments,  said  tliat  "government  only  in- 


the  odd  six  liundred  thousand  pounds.  We'll  bet  peachment  from  any  part  whatever.  Not  only  veg. 
liim  against  fifty  thousand  sticii  financiers  as  lord  i  sels  have  been  sent  to  the  coast  of  .Africa,  in  per- 
Londonderry  and  Mr.  Vaiisiltart;  he'll  swallow  >  formance  of  the  treaty,  but  tlie  most  positive  or- 
ders have  been  given  to  tiie  governors  or  the  colo- 
nies. I  possess  a  list  of  French  vessels  that  have 
been  seized;  22  were  condemned,  14  cleared,  and 
IS  are  upon  trial,  tiovernmeiit  is  not  to  be  blamed 
if  cujiidity  strives  against  the  rigor  of  proceeJings. 
Some  think  the  present  laws  t^'o  milJ;  more  seve- 
lily  is  req.(ired.  flciulernen,  criines  are  not  ren- 
dered  le»s  common  by  the  severity  of  laws:  mur- 
der  is  punished  witii  death;  many  crimes  of  lliHt 
nature  occur  incessantly.  A  strict  watch  must  be 
kept;  and  i  repeat  it,  government  is  above  any  kind 
of  reproach  on  th:;t  subject." 

M.  Laiiie,  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  speakers 
of  the  right  side  of  tlie  ciiamber,  animadverts  upon 
this  truly  important  subject  in  a  forcible  speech,  in 
answer  to  Messieurs  Manuel  and  Constant.  He 
thinks  it  impossible  to  stifl?  at  once  this  !)arbaroiis 
trafiic — too  many  iiitcrests  are  at  stake,  lie  proves 
this  by  the  course  followed  by  i^ngland  herscli:  the 
great  question  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
was  slated  by  Mr.  Wilberforce  in  1789,  and  it  was 
only  in  1S07  that  parliament  took  an  active  part  in 
this  matter.  France  gave  the  example,  for  sl.e 
abolished  slavery  in  1791. 

M.  Laine   concludes  his  speech    tlui.-;:  "Ft  is  a" 
known  fact,  even  by  reports  made  to  the  English 
parliament,    that,    since    two    years,    government 
watclics  carefuliy  over  the  execution' of  the  lav.s. 
Notwithstanding  the  assertion  made  by  the  govern- 


afterwards  partook  of  a  sjilendid  dinner,  [jrejjared 
for  tiie  occasion.  Scarcely  any  thing  is  done  in 
Eng'and  vv  thout  adinnerl  —  D-iim.  I'ress. 

Extracts  from  London  papers  to  the  11th  May 
are  received — the  chief  thing  that  occupies  public 
attention,  is  the  co  idilion  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
for  the  reliel  of  whom  large  sums  of  money  were 
subscribing. 

France.  Tlie  spouters  in  the  chamber  of  depu- 
ties appear  to  be  much  more  numercus  and  obtru- 
sive than  even  those  in  our  congress!  \  Paris  article, 
dated  April  20,  says — "An  observer  who  has  been 
present  at  every  sitting  of  the  chambers  upon  the 
discussion  of  the  budget,  has  taken  the  following 
notes.  It  shows  free  scope  is  given  to  the  obser- 
vations of  the  libereaux  upon  government  matters. 

"I'he  number  of  orators  who  spoke  on  the  sub- 
ject amounts  to  643 — the  number  of  orators  on  the 
left  to  214,  on  the  right  to  132.  The  ministers, 
commissioners  of  the  king  and  the  reporters,  spoke 
387  times.     M.  de  Villele  spoke/or/^  times." 

The  right  side  is  the  royal,  or  ultra  royal  one — 
the  left  is  occupied  by  the  Ulierules, 

The  following  notice  of  a  debate  on  the  slave 
trade  is  interesting: 

The  minister  of  the  navy's  speech  in  answer,  to 
j^eueial  J'oy,  has  this  passage — 


terrupted,  or  sacrificed  the  blessings  of  their  hap-  or  of  Sierra  Leone,  we  have  crui.=;ers  that'pursu 
py  constitution  for  a  time,  in  order  to  preserve  it  the  smugglers  with  indtfullgable  zeal;  as  it  is  ue. 
forever."  He  heartily  congratulated  the  uiry  on  j  cessary  to  run  6jO  miles  aloiig  the  coast  of  ,^fr>ca, 
the  dehghtlul  sensations  they  must  feel  when  ;  and  as  it  is  impossible  to  renew  the  stock  of  water 
"witnessing  the  superscription  of  a  gracious  mo-  j  along  tliat  coast,  our  crews  submit  to  the  most 
narch  upon  the  coins  submitted  to  them,  and  not  painful  privations.  They  receive  a  small  allow^inci^ 
t'lat  of  a  tyrant,  reigning  over  subjects  little  bet-  ;  of  v/ater  ckilv.  Such  hardsliios  have  generated 
terthansl.ves."  Tlie  jury  examined  the  cm,  gave  I  epidem.ic  dise'ases  among  them,  and  we  have  to 
a  certificate  that  It  was  as  good  as  It  should  be,  and  I  iarr;ent  the  untimely  fate  of  several  very  distin- 

guislied  officers  who  have  fallen  victims  to  their 

philanthropy." 

Many  villjtges  and  farm  houses  w^re  destroyed 
by  incendiaries  ill  ti^e  department  of  Scrr.me.  Ti.ev 
appear  to  be  prodigal  in  n-iisciiief,  without  any  pur- 
pose but  for  mischief.  These  thiiigs  iiave  excited 
the  attention  of  government,  and  liie  commander 
of  the  military  division  is  authorized  to  use  strong 
measures  to  pre\ent  such  acts. 

Spain.  The  cortes  has  adopted  the  proposi- 
tion to  make  commercial  regulations  with  the  iime- 
ricaii  colonies,  "which  had  obtaineil  their  indepen- 
dence." 

Tivkeii.  The  Greek.^,  after  several  hard  fought 
battles,  have  made  themselves  masters  of  tlie  im- 
portant island  Negropont.  Tlie  pacha  that  lately 
captured  Janina,  appears  to  be  in  a  very  unpleasant 
condition  from  the  risings  of  the  people  around 
him.  They  had  intercepted  a  large  sum  of  money 
that  was  for  the  payment  of  his  troops.  The  af- 
fairs of  the  Greeks  are  evidently  prosperous;  if 
they  can  sustain  themselves  a  while  longer,  so 
as  to  get  supplies  of  arrrs  and  tiie  munitions  of 
war,  there  is  very  little  doubt  that  they  will,  of 
themselves,  be  able  to  beat  the  Turks  and  estab- 
lish tUeir  own  independence- 
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Tlifc  St.  retcrsbuig  Gizeite  annoMncf  s  that  con- 1  the  transuciions  of  the  day,  ubfiori-ent  totlie  wishes 


f;iderable  sums  coiUimie  to  be  sent  for  the  leficf  of 
llie  Greek  reiugees  in  Russia.  In  aldition  to  lialf 
:i  million  of  roubles,  subscribed  for  the  relief  of  iiis 
cotinirvmen  by  counsellor  Warvvati,  piince  Galit- 
Zen  has  received  900,000  roubles.  As  this  money 
arnves,  it  is  remitted  to  count  Lansjeron,  governov 
general  of  Cherson,  and  to  the  commander  of  Bes- 
aarabia,  for  distribution. 

The  question  of  war  or  peace?  between  liussia 
and  I'livkey,  remains  as  ii  was — nnseltled.  But  it 
is  certain  that  botli  parlies  are  preparing'  for  war. 
The  IJussian  armies  have  been  powerfully  increas- 
ed,  an.l  an  army  of  reserve  oO,000  strong-,  waste 
l>e  I  v.mediaiely  fornied. 

Colimhia.  The  principal  fort,  on  the  main  land, 
ut  Porto  Cabello,  has  cai)itulaled  to  the  patriots, 
unier  gen.  I'aez,  The  officers  and  men  were  sent 
off  to  Porto  liico,  and  their  arms  were  to  be  re- 
Stored  to  them  on  their  arrival  there.  Tiie  garri- 
son of  I'orto  Ccbello  must  now  receive  all  its  sup- 
plies by  sea. 

Every  thing  bears  a  clieerful  aspect  in  Colombia 
— the  i;overnr.ient  appears  to  be  firmly  established, 
and  supplie.s,  lo  any  amount,  is  tendered  from  Enij- 
land.  A  frigate  and  corvette,  for  the  use  of  the 
republic,  was  just  about  to  sad  from  a  British  port. 
A  son  of  sU"  Uobert  Wilson  has  entered  the  military 
service  of  Colombia. 

jfeiu-  San  Marlin  h.'*s  resigned  the  protector- 
ship, and  the  murquis  I'tjrre  (  agle  has  been  ap- 
jionited  in  his  stead.  He  has  issued  g200,000  paper 
money,  and  made  it  penal  on  those  that  refuse  to 
take  it.  Dollars  were  very  scarce.  English  goods 
plenty — selling  at  a  loss  of  from  '25  to  30  per  cent. 

The  "Vice  king,"  La  Serna,  at  the  head  of  the 
Spanish  army,  was  encamped  about  30  leagues  from 
Lima — his  force  is  not  stated. 

Mexico.     From  the  Aurora  of  June,  20.    Our  ma- 
nuscript and  print'd  advices  from  Mexico  are  vo- 
lumin.ous.     NVe  have  copies  of  all  the  olliciai  trans 
actior.s  of  tlifc  government  for  several  montlis. 

A  variety  of  p'ibiications  luipelo  vulantts,  among 
%vhich  are  found  tlie  following: 

1.  '-Tiie  triumph  of  the  v/riters  for  the  freedom 
of  the  press." 

2d.  Leiter  of  a  Mexican  to  the  autlior  of  a  pro. 
ductio:i  under  tile  title  —  What  is  that  which  you 
call  th«  liberty  of  the  press.' 

3.  ObservHtiims  on  a  proclamation  published  in 
the  Genius  of  Liberty,  on  the  republic  of  Goati- 
rwa'a,  ti.c. 

I'roclumiUiun. — Manuel  Rincnn,  colonel  of  the  im- 
perial army,  governor,  political  chief,  and  com- 
mandant general  of  the  place  and  province  of 

Vera  Cruz: 

The  supreme  regency  of  the  empire,  by  an  act 
of  extretne  urgency,  issued,  in  the  capital  city 
of  Mexico,  on  the  21sl  of  the  present  month  of 
Jlay,  the  following  public  act,  wliich  theyliad  pre- 
pared for  the  occasi(m. 

Tlie  regency  of  the  empire,  invested  interme- 
diately wilti  the  functions  of  executive  power,  dur- 
ing the  vacancy  of  an  emperor,  to  all  those  to  whom 
these  presents  shall  come,  health. 

The  sovereign  constituent  congress  of  Mexico 
hath  decreed  as  tbllcuvs: 

Decree,\\\  the  palace  of  Mexico,  the  19th  day  of 
May,  1822,  second  year  of  independence. 

The  sovereign  constituent  congress  of  Mexico, 
assembled  in  an  extraordinary  session,  called  upon 
by  the  occurrencis  of  the  preceding  night,  and 
called  upon  this  day  by  the  generalissimo  and  high 
Uilmiral^  to  consider  various  documents  recorded  in 


of  the  people;  conforming  with  the  general  wishes 
of  congress,  and  the  Uiition,  having  taken  into  con- 
sideration that  the  cortes  of  Spain,  by  a  decree 
inserted  in  the  Gazette  oj  .Madrid  of  the  I3th  and 
14th  of  February  last,  have  declared  null  and  void 
the  treaty  of  Cordova,  and  that  therefore  the  case 
provided  for  ceases  to  be  obligatory  on  the  Mexican 
nation;  by  the  third  article  of  the  said  treaty,  the 
authority  recurs  to  the  sovereign  congress,  consti- 
tuent of  tills  emjiire,  to  nominate  a  person  as  em- 
[jeror,  and  to  exclude  all  others  from  thenceforth: 
and,  after  due  consideration,  they  have  declared 
that  the  senor  D.  AuQuslin  de  Ynirbide  is  the  person 
who  is  best  entitled  to  that  ofTice,  upon  the  basis 
of  the  ])lan  proclaimed  at  Iguala,  and  accepted  by 
the  body  of  the  nation,  and  to  which  they  have 
taken  the  oaths,  in  due  form,  in  congress,  on  the 
day  of  the  21st  current. 

The  regency,  in  its  wisdom,  directs  that  it  be 
communicated  to  all  the  authorities  of  the  empire, 
that  it  be  printed,  published  and  circulated,  and 
that  with  this  act  ceases  the  functions  with  whicU 
the  regency  was  invested. 

Done  in  Mexico,  21st  .May,  1822,  second  year  of 
independence. 
[Signed] 

riLliNCISCO  GARCIA  CANTAUINES, 

President, 

FUANCISCO  MARL\  LOMBAIIDO, 

JJefnity  end  secretani. 

JOSE  IGXACia  GUTTERHEZ. 

Depiilif  and  secretary. 
By  the  regency  of  the  empire. 

Therefore  it  is  commanded,  that  all  the  tribunals. 
Judges,  chiefs,  governors,  and  all  other  authorities, 
as  well  civil  and  military  as  ecclesiastical,  of  what- 
ever class  or  station,  to  resjiect  and  cause  to  be 
respected,  to  fulfil  and  execute  the  present  decree 
in  all  its  parts.  'I'aking  special  care  that  it  be  print- 
ed and  circulated  tliroughout  the  nation. 
[Signed]         .lOSE  ISIUliO  VANES.  "^ 

MIGUEL  VALENTIN,  | 

EL  CONDE  DE  CASA  IIERAS,  y^ 
NICOL.\S  BR  WO,  I   S. 

A.  D.  JOSE  DE  HERRERA.     J   '' 

I  tlierefore  order  that  the  happy  and  memorable 
events  be  forthwith  made  public  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  in  this  place  and  throcgliout  this  province, 
so  that  the  generous  emotions  of  patriotism  may 
be  unconstrained  on  an  occasion  which  accom- 
plishes so  gloriously  the  liberty  and  independence 
of  this  heroic  Americar.  nation,  under  the  happy 
auspices  of  the  hero  of  fguala,  senor  I).  Angustin 
de  Vturbide,  the  actual  emperor  of  Mexico;  ex- 
pecting that  this  meritorious  people  will  testify 
their  felicity  by  illuminations,  &c. 

Given  at  Vera  Cruz,  25th  Mav,  1822. 

[Signed]  M.VNUEL  RINCON. 

By  order,  Jose  Guimenks. 

There  are  also  two  decrees  recognizing  the  Co* 
lombian  republic. 

To  these  papers  is  attached  a  roll  of  the  members 
of  the  Mexican  congress,  and  the  distribution  of 
them  into  committees.  The  following  are  the  com- 
mittees:—on  the  constitution;  the  executive;  a;i 
address  to  the  nation;  interior  regulations  of  the 
congress;  the  general  administration;  legislation; 
the  freedom  of  the  press;  exterior  relations;  the 
publication  of  the  laws;  petitions;  the  coinage; 
military  aflairs;  infractions  of  the  constitution;  co- 
loniz.Uion;  ecclesiastical  affairs;  agricultural  and 
internal  industry;  jui'isprudence;  the. finances;  IJJib- 
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lie  instruction;  the  mines;  commerce;  and  on  the 
police.     The  congress  has  about  190  members. 

In  a  long  article,  in  a  subsequent  paper,  Mr.  Jhi- 
ane,  afler  some  remarks  on  revolutions  generally, 
says — "It  would  be  the  extreme  of  disingenuity  lo 
forbear  expressing,  on  such  an  occasion,  the  ui)i- 
nioii,  that  the  creation  of  mi  imperial  guvernmenl  in 
Mexico  is  an  occurrence  that  calls  lor  the  most 
serious  attention  of  the  United  States;  and  we  shall 
be  very  explicit  in  what  we  have  to  say  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  we  know  it  will  come  under  the  eye 
oi  the  eminent  cliaracter  w  ho  is  most  cons])icuous 
in  the  event.  Tlierc  may  not  be  that  danger  from 
the  imperial  regime,  Vinder  the  present  occupant  of 
that  staiioii;  nor  is  it  in  fact  that  Xhcjorm  i.i  Jlexico 
corresponus  with  tbe  f',i-ins  of  liie  same  ilenomind- 

Hon  in  Europe.  The  title  of  emperor  in  Mexico  is  !  reported  tliat  Mr.  Canning  will  not  now  go  In  Fn- 
obnoxious  iVom  the  idea  of  absulme  despotism,  wiih  dia  and  thutlord  Liverpool  will  resign.  A  motion 
which  it  is  associated  in  European  and  Asiatic  in  the  I3iitish  house  of  c<.-nnm"ns  to  jToclace  eco- 
idiom.  In  Mexico,  so  far,  it  is  no  more  in  fact  than  nomy  in  diplomatic  affairs,  liiiled—  for  it  l-i7,  against 
the  title  of  presidcni;  and,  being  associated  with  an  j  it  274. 


Later — London  dales  to  the  \6ih  of  JMtiy. 
General  summarij.  Many  additional  particulars 
of  the  wretched  state  of  tlie  south  of  Ireland  are 
received — the  people  were  perishing  by  famine 
and  the  typhus  ftvcjr.  Very  large  subscriptions 
hud  been  made  for  tlicir  relief— 1,000  tons  olpota- 
toes  had  been  purchased  at  Lietii,  and  vast  quanti- 
ties of  American  iiour  had  been  sent  off  from  Liver- 
pool for  Cork,  1/imerick  and  0  dway.  The  primste 
of  Ireland,  the  archbish«p  of  Armagh,  is  dead— said 
to  be  caused  by  a  mistake  of  his  wife  in  giving  him 
medicine — [h.e  took  two  ounces  ci  !audi.nuir>!]  m 
conseq.ience  of  wliich  she  had  becon;e  a  maniac. 
Canning's  bill  for  tlie  admission  of  Ciithoiic  peers 
into  the  house  of  lords,  has  passed  its  second  read- 
ing—fc.r  it  235,  against  it  22.3— m.ijority  12.     It  is 


eleciive  representative  legislation,  wdl  be  in  fact 
only  a  mixt  monarchy  or  an  extended  aristocracy 
with  a.  cliief  It  is  the  n.'^i/e  that  is  to  be  appre- 
hended— the  present  chief,  Aiigustin  Yiurbide,  so 
late  as  the  8ih  of  May  last,  made  the  unsought 
declaration,  which  lie  liad  so  often  made  before, 
that  he  liad  determined  deliberately  and  irrevoca- 
bly to  follow  the  gri-at  example  of  the  illustrious 
Washington;  and,  when  order  and  constitutional 
government  should  be  restored,  to  ret)re  to  his 
estate,  in  the  character  of  an  untitled  private  citi- 
zen." 

lie  adds  also  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  Yturbidc,  who 
was  born  at  Vuladolid,  in  Mexico,  about  the  year 
1790;  so  tl..it  lie  is  only  32  years  old.  He  was  a 
lieutenant  in  the  army  in  1810,  and  commanded  an 
army  v.hich  he  marcl'.ed  to  Acapulco  in  ISID — 20. 
He  has  a  good  person,  and  is  esteemed  as  a  most 
patient,  vigilant  and  courageous  soldier. 

Bishop  .M:  r,  a  distinguished  Mexican  patriot, 
long  since  seized  and  contined  in  the  fortress  of  St. 
Juan  de  Ulloa,  has  been  releaseil.  The  prevailing 
government  had  notified  the  commander  of  the 
castle,  that  his  case  should  be  retaliated  by  the 
placing  of  twelve  roynl  oliiCers  in  the  like  condi- 
tion. 

It  is  thought  tiiat  col.  Cortes,  at  present  in  the 
United  Slalrs,  will  be  invested  with  the  powers  of 
a  minister  plenipotentiary.  The  president's  mes- 
sage, advising  the  recognition  of  tlie  southern 
states,  had  been  received  at  Mexico,  and  wtlconied 
with  rejoicing,  illuminations  and  salvos  of  artillery. 


The  elections  in  France  were  going  on  favorable 
to  tiie  liberalcs.  Some  disturbances  had  broken 
out  in  Spain — a  party  of  the  insurgents  liad  passed 
iii'o  Ki'ance,  and  were  immediately  disarmed  by  the 
cordon  en  the  fj-ontier. 

Accounts  from  Turkey  furnish  nothing  new,  ex- 
cept that  the  t'-hristians  were  murdered  at  Smyrna 
at  the  rate  of  from  15  to  4^0  per  day — and  the  gene- 
ral belief  that  there  would  be  a  war  with  llussia. 


Gen.  Wil'.iinson  was  at  Mexico,  zealously  attend*  |  founii  4.370  dollars  44  i-»  oems.    'lUe  nwTi.ri  wn-.  iiunvi.lua 

....  ■»      I  1    1  I  w-;ri».n  to  toir»i!ertain  whether  lltev  \\ouli]  acrte  lo  ^^Ilvcr  bu 

;ngto  his  own  private  aiiairs.     He  has  demands  on    i^'^V^'-Jl.^^t'X/e  ^m" ..»".   The  owners  ,.f  o.ie  fourth  dedin 
tlie  government. 


It  appear^  that  the  royalists  who  have  possession 
of  St.  Juan  de  L'llua,  pass  and  rep-ass  freely  Ihrotigh 
Vera  Cruz,  which  is  occupiei!  by  the  revolutionists. 
'I'here  seems  to  be  some  sort  of  understanfling  on 
the  subject.  A  duty  is  exacted  at  the  castle,  but 
vessels  are  suifered  to  enter  and  depart  from  the 
city.  A  caravan  arrived  on  the  1st  of  May,  with 
two  millions  of  dollars,  private  property,  to  be 
shipped  oir,  agreeably  to  the  privileges  granted  to 
those  wishing  to  leave  the  country. 

Canada.     The  Quebec  Mercury,  of  June  11,  says 

"We  learn,  from  a  source  that  can  be  relied  on, 

that  the  two  Canadas  are  to  be  united  in  matters  of 
legislation;  and  that  the  imperial  parliament  is  to 
lay  a  duty  on  our  imports,  in  order  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense of  the  civil  lis*.. 


The  Hip  ilap  Coiitvact. 
[C0SC1.UDKD.] 

AUDITIOWAL  OH    KXt'LAJTATOUT  DOCVMF.XTS. 

Enginrer  tie/jartniciit,  H'cshingtun.  Ju  ue  6t.'t,  I32-2. 
Ccntlcnien—Siiuu\i\  you  publish  in  j  our  iRwspai)er  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  iiivesli^ute  the  contract  httween  the 
Uiiueil  Statts  aiisl  -Mr.  Mix,  which,  in  pursuance  of  the  onitr  of 
the  house  of  ceprtsenlatives.hiis  already  been  print' d  in  the  pam- 
phlet form  (or  its  use,  I  will  tiiaidi_yoii  to  publish,  at  the  same 
time,  the  accompanying  lelUT-lVdin  colonel  Gratiot,  wIiilIi  will 
confirm  the  statements  oJ'  this  deparnvsent  which  have  been  bpfcir^; 
lliat  comrr.ittee,  "lliat  ihecoalracl  in  question  had  been  taUhftilly 
LXtcuted." 

I  am,  irentleineu,  very  respectfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALKX.  MACOMB, 
Major  gtuer.u,  Liiitl'  engineer. 
Mcs5rs.  Calci  ir  StuCon, 

E.iir(ict  of  n  letter  from  lki:t.  rot.  C.  Graiiut,of  the  carps  of  en;;'i- 

III irs.  iUjK'iintnidiiii;  the  xujrks  at  014  I'uiiit  Cumfurt  and  the 

Hip  Rapti.  dated 

'■H-ortrcns  Monroe, 291  li  jVo;/,  1!!22. 

".9ij— Tl«?  plan  adopted  fur  (Jistrifculiig  the  apprnnnation  of 
1821,  for  this  fortress  and  foit  Calhujii,  ga»e  th;  E.  Mi\  contract 
the  fiillowInK  sums.  vi/.. 

At  this  fortrt-ss  orit^inally  13.7:0  dollars,  ImU  owinff  to  arerann. 
strance  of  Mr.  .Mix,  tliis  amoo'it  was  »uf».i.s;.ted  to  17.4bt  dollar* 
7  7  centi.  for  furih-^r  explanation,  I  heg  to  r^;i  r  yon  to  niv  1'  iti  r 
to  the  department  on  the  subject,  of  the  26th  April.  1821.  This  lost 
amount,  dividid  amone  the  owners  of  the  contract,  made  inch 

ndividunlly 
ild- 
ing  stone  to  ttiose  amounts,  i  ne  owners  oi  one  loorui  uecnnej. 
Consequently,  the  iimoiuit  actually  available  was  only  13.111  dol- 
lars 32  3-J  cents.  It  is  necessary,  however,  to  remark  hrre,  that, 
in  having  to  allot  this  last  sum,  it  ha.l  to  be  done  to  the  prejudice 
of  other  objects,  then  more  important  to  the  interest  of  the  si  rvice; 
for  that  nasonthe  owners  (if  the  romaining  three  qintrti-rs  were 
verballvgiien  to  underst.uul,  that  a  failure  in  delivering  biiildiu}:^ 
stone  would  not  be  considered  by  1,he  engineer  as  a  xinlation  of 
their  engagement,  hence,  probably,  why  l.'.econtractors  txteiidcj 
their  deliveries  here  to  1,412  dollars  88  cents  Oidy. 

At  Fort  Calhoun  the  sum  allnted  was  27,066  dollars  52  cents;  the 
deliveries  covtred  that  amount,  and,  as  sums  became  availxhli; 
during  the  season,  arising  from  the  non-application  to  othf  r  ul>jecti, 
the  contract  was  permitted  to  extend  its  deliveries:  from  that  cir- 
cumstance there  were  paid  in  18^1,  28,169  dollars  70  cents.  At  tho 
close  of  the  year  aljalauce  remained  unexpended  of  7,183  dollar* 
■24  cents;  of  wliich  6.397  dollars  89  cents  were  paid  on  tliis  con- 
tract for  deliveries  during  the  first  anil  current  quarters  of  this 
year-  From  these  statements  offacts.it  appiars  th.nt  the  amount 
allotted  Jbr  the  two  posts  to  the  contract  w  as  4n,177  dollan  34  1-4 
cents,  'lliat  the  contract  was  authori/.ed  to  delivt-r  a  less  q",.,iiiity 
of  stone  at  this  place  than  it  was  entitled  to.     That  the  d,  liv.ri.  < 

at  fort  Calhoun  w-re  to  the  tbll  extent  of  the  ongniai  distrif-uri 

That,  owing  lo  further  sums  becoming  availal-1  ,  extrsj  dohv.  ri.  ^ 
WLre  allowed  to  the  wmmM  of  1,03  doHirs  iU  cents,  during  U.,i 
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year  1821,  Anrt,  lastly,  that  the  contract  received  for  deliveries 
«:iini;8;  the  first  and  secom!  quarters  of  this  year.  6.397  dollars  87 
cents,  out  ot  the  Hppropriuiion  of  1821,  ni.'ikiiif;  the  receipts  for 
fort  C'allu)(i!i  ainniiiit  to  33,567  dollars  .<0  cents. 

Ii  tliT  execution  the  co:itractors  have  faitlilolly  complied  with 
the  stijiolatiens  of  the  contract,  and  have  unifurinly  fnrnislied  the 
sioiie  o(  the  quality  and  in  such  quantities  as  were  reqmpd. 

C.   GRATIOT." 
Major  general  Alex.  Macomb,  chief  engineer. 

From  (he  Nalrovnl  Inir/'igericer  of  Jini(  n. 

On  procen'^n^  to  pu'ilisli  the  diicununt.  we  discovered  what 
appeared  to  tis  to  hi  an  liia'us  in  the  series  of  pBpers  accompany- 
ing tii.  repor'.  Upon  whieh.  we  addressed  to  the  chairman  ot  the 
coniiniitee  which  n.ade  tlu  repoila  letter,  of  which  tlie  following 
is  a  copy: 

H'a.ihiiigton,  May  23,  1822. 
Hon.  Jo.fin/i  Butler,  M.  C, 

Dror  sir—Y'ont  an  •  xaoiin.ition  of  the  papers  accompanying  the 
report  on  the  Mix  ciiitnfCf,  it  wnu'd  ;>pppir  that  two  papers  re- 
ferred to  in  the  leiw'rt,  ani  res'i  in  tht-  honse  helorf-  the  report  was 
mail  .  are  n^naeiejip  timse  jiapers.  The  clerk  ol  the  house  says 
he  has  them  not;  !t:l.^,  to  prevent  the  jiossihility  of  an  accidental 
omission  o'  th.  m.  we  have  thought  it  hett-r  to  address  a  line  to 
you  to  inquin-,  vvhtlher  ur  not  they  formed  a  part  of  tlie  report. 
If  so.  thi )  nniiii  hate  hei  n  talien  Irom  the  clerli'5  table  hy  some 
one  aUer  the  r-jioii  v.  as  di  liv-  ml  in.  The  papers  reh-rred  to  are 
Mr  Perlev's  stat'  nirnt,  and  deut.  Smith's  letter  lo  sen.  bwifl. 
Veryfe-pctfully,  yours.  GAI.ES   &  SEATON. 

To  ttiis  letter  we  reccind  the  following  reply  hy  ;^he  iast  mail, 
which,  at  ihi  reqn,  st  oi  Mr.  Puller,  and  injustice  to  the  com- 
iDittee.  we  pt'-sentto  the  pnliiic: 

Suuth  Deerfield.  N  H.  June  2.  1S22. 

Messrs.  Gales  &  Si.'iVun—\o\\r  \t^ni't  of  the  23d  ult.  reached  me 
at  s  lat*  JH'Ui;  h*M  eveniiii;. 

You  say .  "From  an  eNamination  of  the  papers  accompanying 
"the  r»(.i'rt(in  tin  Mis.  contract,  it  Av.nild  appear  that  two  jiapers 
"rtf  rr  e  to  ni  the  rtpoit.  and  read  in  the  house  befon  the  report 
*  was  maih  .  sr  not  amoiip  those  papers;  that  the  papers  ref  rred 
•'♦iiare  Ml.  Ptri  y"s  ^^atep  ent  and  iieul .  Smith's  letter  to  general 
••Switt;"  and  I'inuireot  me  "whether  or  no  they  formed  a  part  oJ 
"th    rep.  rl.'^ 

/•'  insw'i.as  chairman  of  fhi  committee,  1  can  assurt-  yon  that 
ill-.  Peil'  )'s  sial'  •'  ent.  and  lirui.  Smith's  lett>-r  to  srtneral  Swift, 
(iiri  fonu  a  pan  oi  [he  rep.nt.  ai  il  w  re  delivered  to  the  clerk  of 
tUehousi  .  among  the  oih.  i  pap  rs  with  then  port. 

Th'  staxmint  nf  Mr.  Perley  wcs  taken  heiure  the  committee, 
tindere.at'i,  an.lwa>.  considered  hy  them  rfri/ Hio/eWn/ frslimony, 
thi-ngh  the  (acts  eoniaiued  in  it  were  not  particularly  and  fully 
detailed  iv  tin'  rep  ,ii. 

Th-  Icin  riVoMi  li-ut.  J.  Sndih  to  gent  ral  Swift,  was  of  a  pecu- 
liar cliiraeter,  and  reiated  a  convi-rsafion  the  writer  or  deponent 
Clivr  it  was  sworn  to)  hail  with  Mr.  P-  rh-y.  on  the  snb.iect  of  his 
(Perl,  y  s;  testimony  hetiir.  tht  co  nn.ittee.  The  letter  thMsssvorn 
to,  traMsniittcd  lo  the  war  drpjriment,  and  from  that  de(>artment 
toth"  coniiiiiU't,  was  otf.  red  to  iiivali-tate  the  testimnin  of  Mr. 
Perley  iiiken  'ly  the  conii.iittec.  Thoiigli  th-  letter  was  ref. rred 
10  in  th;  r' piu-i  its  eonients  were  not  slated,  nor  an  opinion  ex- 
presseii  as  to  iisei1-ct,  by  the  coininittee  in  their  report,  as  th.y 
supjiesrdali  th.-  papers, if  any,  would  he  pnlili-shed.  Ihecommit- 
tee,howiver,  expr-ssedtheirr'tgret  to  general  Swifi  that  the  letter, 
and  not  the  deponent  hims  It.  shriuld  have  been  adducid  before 
thesn,  and  rcmaihd  to  him  that  (coi;sidering  its  i.-nor  and  the 
manner  of  its  ir.trodiKtiisii)  it  would  be  more  likely  to  excite  a 
suspioion  of  i-.is  iiiotives.  than  to  exonerate  him  from  negligence 
or  h'ame  in  the  transaction. 

li  W!is  tlie  a.ixioiis  desire  of  the  committee,  that  all  the  papers 
which    were    und.  r   their   Consideration    (though  some   of  tliem. 


Intelligencer  of  this  morning,  of  your  correspondence  with  Mr- 
Butler,  you  have  intimated  a  desire  to  obtain,  for  publication,  a 
copy  of  my  litter  to  general  Swift,  one  of  the  documetiu  to 
which  the  correspondence  refers.  Upon  that  invitation,  without 
awaiting  a  more  formal  application,  I  take  occasion  to  transmit  a 
copy  hnrewiih. 

As  to  the  objection,  in  Mr.  Butler's  letter  to  voii,  that  I  ought 
to  havi' appeared  before  the  comie.iee  instead  of  communicating 
to  general  Swift  the  facts  contained  in  the  letter  in  r|uesiioii,  I  have 
only  to  observe,  that  I  was  in  the  city  during  the  iiivestiK<,tioii  of 
Mr.  Mix's  contracts,  wa*  at  all  tioies  r.  ady  to  ajipear  before  the 
committee,  whenevi  r  called  upon  to  do  so,  and  could  not  iimtyine 
that  they  would  have  abstained  from  requiring  my  personal  al- 
tendanc  il  they  had  desindit. 

B-dievirig  the  facts  which  casuallv  came  to  mv  know!ert:ji',  as 
explained  in  my  letter  to  gemral  Macomb,  of  the  -Jth  ot  .May, 
published  among  the  documents,  to  he  e  dculiteil  to  destroy  t)ie 
eredibility  of  Mr.  Perley's  statemeni,  which  went  to  ie;.i  ach  the 
integrity  of  general  Swift,  t'>)r  whos'-  character  J  have  always  en- 
tfi-taiiiedthe  highest  respect,  I  deemed  it  to  be  n.y  duty  to  make 
thtm  known  to  him 

In  reading  the  report  of  the  committee,  I  was  impressed  with  a 
belief  that  they  I,  It  disposed  to  censure  me  fi,r  making  a  voluntary 
statement,  as  the  y  had  cvii-efully  itahcised  t\,f  v.urd  voluntary,  in 
order  to  make  it  empliHtir;  hut'lnow  understand,  fio.n  Mr.  Hiit^ 
ler's  letter,  published  in  your  p^per  this  morning,  that  the  objection 
is  net  to  its  having  been  voluniariiy  math,  hut  to  its  having  hten 
volunteered  to  general  Swi't  instead  of  tht  committee;  which,  I 
hope,  is  satisfactorily  explained. 
1  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  SMITH. 

IVashington.  May  Zil,  lt!?2. 
Dear  gcncral—I  called  yesterday  <m  Mr.  Perl,  y,  and  fold  him 
I  h.ad  understood  he  had  stateil  that  h-  had  givt-n  in  proposals  lo 
general  Swift  for  supphing  stone  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  for  two 
doll;*rs  and  fifty  cents  per  jierch,  Uf  was  ver)  inucli  confused, 
anil  in  a  liesiiain.g  manner  ri  plied,  in  substance,  that  there  was 
nothing  in  what  ht  had  sail;  that  he  did  not  mean  anv  thing 
against  any  b..dy;  that  he  did  not  know  Mr.  Mix.  I  repea'ted  the 
remark,  and  inquired  if  it  was  the  case?  His  reply  was,  in  sub- 
stance, nearly  what  it  had  been  at  first,  and  he  still  continued  to 
be  much  embarrassed,  and  apparently  disposed  to  apologize. 
Upon  being  furtlur  pressed,  h-  acknowledc-eil  he  had  made  sucti 
a  statement  to  the  comniidep,  now  investigating  the  contract  be- 
tween the  gov.  rnmeiil  and  Mr,  ?>li\;  biil  declared  he  had  told 
them  at  the  same  time  that  he  did  not  know  if  his  proposa's  had 
been  received  by  genual  Swift,  and  thai  he  thought  it  very  pro- 
bable  they  had  not  been ,  as  the  lett.  r  containing  them  bad  been 
put  in  the  Aqiiia  post  office,  and  the  county  post  oflie.s  in  Vir- 
ginia were  not  much  to  l)e  relied  on.  I  a<ked  him  if  any  one 
had  seen  the  proposals,  and  he  answered  that  he  did  know  thnt 
any  oJTe  had  seen  them.  I  told  him  he  ought  to  be  compelled  to 
prove  he  had  oiade  the  proposals  nlludtd  to  in  his  statement, 
and  that,  if  any  prevarication  rtspecting  them  should  be  detected, 
he  would  be  liable  to  indictment  for  perjury.  He  protested  that 
h.  Wi.s  innocent,  and  that  he  did  not  mean  any  harm  to  general 
Switt  or  .Mr.  Mix.  or  any  body.  I  then  asked  him  when  his  pro- 
posals had  been  m-tde.  andwKs  answcrtd  in  1817;  but,  upon  h^ing 
further  questioned  as  to  the  date,  he  said  he  thought  it  might  have 
been  in  IS  18,  and  was  not  very  certain  it  was  not  in  18!P;  at 
length,  however,  he  concluded  it  was  1.H18  I  askcsl  hira  where 
he  was  established  at  th,  time  he  made  the  proposal,  and  from 
what  qiisrry  h.  infendtd  to  snoplythe  stone;  to  which  he  repli.d 
he  was  at  the  public  qnarri.-s  on  Po.omae  crtek,  and  fiom  iheni 
intended  to  supply  the  stone  contemplated  in  the  proposal  in 
question.  I  told  him  the  quarries  on  Potomac  creek  being  as  I 
understood,  sev.  ral  miles  fron.    water-caniage,   that  the   cartage 
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which  were  iniroriticert  lliroiigh  thf  war  depurtment,  did  not  bear  1  *'""•■  "*   ^  peich  of  stonr;   would  cost   more  than  the  rate  of  hi 

thecharacier  ot  testit-iocy •  appe:jr  fo  apjiertain  toth-jt  or  any  ■  P^npesal— and  add-d,  thu  X  had    understood,  that  in  IH18  he  w: 

oth  r  d  partmeiit  iil'lhe  govt  rnnient)  should  he  sHbmitled  to  the  j  !"  '^"I'/'  I'^'ff'nKton's  quarry,   on  Aquia  ere.  k.     He  then   said  li 


))Ui  li.-.  Hemgieyfjrmed  that  the  papers,  alter  they  weresnhmilteil, 
with  the  repoif.  to  the  house,  bv  the  committee,  1..  d  not  been 
constantly  in  the  possession  cf  llie  clerk,  I  inquired  of  you,  as  yon 
may  recollect  on  the  day  congress  adionnud,  whether  yon  had 
rc.neri  tie  repert  and  the  documents,  and  ri  tinested  you  to  puu- 
lish  the  w  hole  according  to  the  order  of  the  hoQse,  as  soon  as  nos- 
«i')le,  ' 

The  paptrs  which  seem  to  be  misinr,  are  very  necessary  to  a 
con  eel  knowledge  of  the  tacts  and  grou;,ds  of  the  report  of  the 
comn.itlee.  Tln.iigh  no  blame  oiii;lit  or  can  he  attaclud  to  that 
very  honorable  and  worthy  genth-man,  the  elt  rk  of  the  house,  I 
regret  txceeriingly  thjit  all  tin  evidt nee  before  the  committee  can- 
not apptar  with  the  report  before  tlie  public. 

With  high  csitem,  1  am  yours,  &c. 

^<.  ..         o    ■  .  .  .TOSIAH  BUI  LEU. 

Of  iieut.  Sroiin  s  statement,  it  is  probable  a  copy  can  be  pro- 
cnreil,  and  it  shall  be  puhlislud.  tH  the  other  paner.  (Perley's 
itatement;,  as  i-  has  doubtless  beer,  mislaid,  snd  perhaps  n  ay  be  in- 
advertently in  the  possession  of  some  memb,  r  i>f  the  house  it  is 
yet  possibj.-  the  copy  may  be  found;  and,  iffouud.shal!  of  course 
also  be  published. 

From  the  same  nf  June  15. 
The  reader  will  fiiiil,  in  the  suhjiuiu d deposition,  .T  copy  of  one 
of  the  documents  which  ought  to  have  accompanied  the  it  port  of 
the  coiixrniiep  ol  the  house  ol  r.  pn  stntatives  on  the  Hip  Rap 
contract,  as  Slat,  d  in  the  letter  of  M,-.  Buthr,  (th.  cUiirmaii  of  the 
coniinitte.  X  which  webavt  heretofore  published: 

Messrs.  Gates  &  Seaton,  ' 

Cti:tlemeH-ln  a  rtmaik  accompanying  the  pttblicafion  in  iJie 


intended   to  supply  the  stone  from  capt.   Ednngton's  quarry,  on 
)  Aquia  cieek.  which  was  only  aquartirof  a  niiie  from  water-cai-- 
I  riage.     But, upon  bring  reminded  that,  although  there  was  oolv  a 
I  quarter  of  a  mile  carriag.;  by  land,  there  were  two  miles  Iv  which 
i  it    would  be   necessary  to  transport  it    hy   scows  or  oilu'r  small 
craft,  hi  fore  they  could  reach  th-  nearest  point  to  which  vessels 
in  which  it  would  he  shipped  could  approach,  and  that  this  tians- 
portuiion  by  carts  and  by  scows  would  be  att- nded  with  the  labor 
of  twice  fiading  ,",iril  twice  unloading,  which,  together  with  the 
exp.  use   of  quarrying  would   enhaiice  the   cost   to   at  Itast   the 
amount  of  his  prr.pusal,  thereby  making  the  expense  of  freight 
Irorn  Aquia  to  Old  I'oiot  Comfort,  and  deli  v.-ry,  a  total  loss,  equal 
to  at   hast  twn  dolltrs   p  r  perch— snd,  alter  all,  that  the  stone 
was  not  lltfiirthe  purpose,  and  would  nut  have  bet  n  received,  he 
said   he-    iiit-niled   to    have   supplied   the  stone  from  the  quariiei 
aliove  GeorgitoKii      1  then  inquired  what  u.easureshe  had  taken 
to  inform  hims.  If  with  r.spect  to  the  expense  of  delivering  the 
stone  from   Geoigeiown,  and   he   npliert   he  had  examined  the 
qmirri.s  bin, self.     I  told  him  the  freight  alone  from  Georgetiiwn 
t.)  Old  Point  Comlovt  would  have  absorbed  the  whole  amount  of 
his  proposal:  but  lie  sai '  he   knew  belt,  r;  that  the  freight  from 
Aquia  cretk  lo  Washington  was  only  .  ighty  cents  per  ton.     I  lolil 
him  ilif  11.  at  a  rough  guess,  that  eighty  cents  per  ton  from  Aquia 
to   Wafliiogti.il  was  iqual  to  six  dollars  p- r  p^rch  Irom  George- 
town  to  Old  Point  Conitori;  and  upon  that  remark  1  lelt  him. 

My  rough  giit-ss  was  not  very  far  out  of  the  way.  A  (lerch  is 
al  least  a  Inn  and  a  third;  if,  iherefore,  the  freight  of  a  ton  from 
Aquia  fo  ■VVashinpion  w  oiild  cost  eighty  cents,  that  of  a  pervh 
would  cost  one  h.in.lred  ami  six  cents  and  two-thirds.  'l"ht  dis- 
tance lietween  Aquiaand  Washington  is;fiirty  miles;  that  In-tweeu 
Gtorgetown   and    Old  JPoint   t^omfoit   l«o  linndred  and  thti-f 
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milts,  or  five  and  ihrep-qiiart'T  times  tliat  of  ihi- t'.T)rr.  Miilii- 
|>ly  ilifii  i.rie  liiiiidnJ  and  six  and  two  tliir(?s  by  1>  and  tliree 
iiiurihs.  aiit!  thi  rt-  will  b.  piuducrtl  six  doUais  amw.  Ive  tvnrs. 
Fi(  -I  this,  however,  sluiuld  be  deduct d  the  eNpet-  of  lo-.idiiiK 
au'i  unioadiiig  four  and  ihri-  -quariir  tiiiics,  (or  \>ch  two  dol- 
lars and  iwtlve  cents  p' r  ptrili  would  lie  a  lar^e  uwance.  and 
then  there  would  rtmain  tour  dollars  per  perclutcordinic  to 
Mr  Pi  rley'scaieiilation,!.  r  thetVeifjIit  alone  ol  thftone,  which, 
hy  his  prnpiisal,  was  to  have  been  d-livied  at  twodlarsaini  hi  > 
cents  p'  r  pTcli,  wftieh  rate  was  to  he  his  full  ioir.|>eation  (or  the 
cost  of  ilie  stone  in  the  qu.irry.  the  qiuuTying,  sliiung,  freight, 
deliv.  \y. ageneies,  and  other  contingencies,  betides  isualties,  &c. 
&e.  and  his  profit. 

y.iii  are  lii"  rty  to  nse  this  as  yon  may  think  pper.  1  have 
no  ohjection  to  make  a  deposition  to  its  truth. 

Yours,  K-c  J.    SMIIH. 

Gen.  J  G  Stuift. 

District  vf  Columbia^  H'ashingtoi}  coiinfij.  ss. 

On  this  3d  di-.y  olMay,  !8i2,  lufore  the  subserilr,  one  of  the 
JTisliei  s  of  the  pi  aee  for  the  said  e'ninty,  jiersoiiiy  appears  J. 
L  Si.ritli,  and  nihUeso^lli,  in  dw;  t'or;"iot  law,  that,  i  the  1st  day 
of  May  iiist.  ht  lia  j  a  coiivcrsation  with  F.  Perley.lie  snhstaiiee 
pf  wliieh  is  stated  in  th,'  loiMjoiiig-  two  sheets,  siguetby  him,  and 
which  have  been  attached  liy  me. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  li^ lore 

.lOHN  N.  MOULDER,  Justice otlie  peace. 

The  following  adiilionai  letter  from  the  wardep-tmeiit,  was 
prepared  for  the  committee  we  are  informed,  but  it  in  time  to 
reach  the  house  before  its  report: 

UejjnrtmC7it  of  xvnr,  Mafith,  I8i2. 

Sit — I  ha^e  the  honor  to  transibit  hi-rewrtli,  for  tK  committee 
appointed  to  investigate  the  contract  between  tht^overnnieni 
and  Mr.  Mix,  a  report  o(  this  date  trom  the  chief  ngineer,  in 
^vhich  will  be  found  the  inlbrniation  desired  by  youreticr  ol  the 
^tli  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  voiir  ob  ■ent  servant 

■j.   C.  CLHOUN. 

Hou.  Josiah  Bullet;  chairman  &c.  &c.  house  of  repeseiitatives. 

Eiigitieer  ilrpnilnie.it.  Mny'ith.  1822. 

Vr— In  pursuance  of  your  instruftiuns  to  furnish  le  lulorma- 
tion  desired  by  thelollowing  letter,  viz: 

^Houie of  t-eptesentativcs.  Met  4,  I8i2. 

The  hon  J.  C.  Cal/iotin, 

The  committee  on  tlie  contnict  of  Mr,  Mix,  arelesirons  of 
knowing  whether  »lie  contracts  fur  the  (iartilicaiionsat  Mooile 
I'oiiit,  Dauphine  Island  and  Lake  Poiitchartrain,  io:ie  in  Ma; 
and  .hily,  I8I8,  wi re  adverti-ed  lor  proposals,  or  ratlif  whetlier 
there  was  any  advertisement  for  proposals.  Also,  Wither  the 
Contracts  for  the  works  at  Point  Comfort  and  elsewsre,  made 
since  July,  1813,  were  made  on  public  notice  for  propiis;*. 

Respectlnlly,  JOSIAH  BU  LER." 

1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  were  advertis  niiils  for 
proposals  lor  th.  contracts  for  the  Cortitieatioiis  at  Moile  Point. 
D'in|>hin<  Island.  a;id  at  Lake  Puntehartrain;  ao  t  that,  aice  .luly, 
1318,  of  the  cohtracts  made  for  the  works  at  Point  Ccutiirt  and 
elsewheri'.  th.  re  were  twelve  made  on  public  notice  for  iropusals 
and  (even  that  wtre  not  so  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  oli^-innt  srr- 
■vant  ALEX.  MACOMB.ftl.  G, 

Hon.  J  C.  Cfil/iouti,  secretary  of  war. 

The  following  paper  also  has  been  handed  to  us,  i  being  so 
connecre<l  witli  the  other  docu  n'lits  as  to  make  it  derable  that 
it  should  be  published  after  them: 

ira.'hitiyjon.  2r<l/i  Aitij,  1822. 

Sir— In  ad'tition  to  my  letter  of  the  iliird  iint  irit,  rela  iig  to  Mr. 
■Perley.  together  with  n.y  recollection  ol  the  pricesof  sunei:ithe 
years  iSITand  1818,  I  now  subjoin  the  leadin:;  points  o  Mr.  Per- 
ley's  conversation  with  me, on  the  2d  of  the  prf  sent  moith.  haling 
on  that  day,  at  llie  letiuest  ol  the  sehct  committee  (u  the  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Mix)  given  my  opinion  of  Mr.   Perley"  character. 

Mr.  Pi  rley  commeiic-d  the  following  remarks  to  me  n  the  com- 
mittee room,  and  canclndt-d  thrin  out  of  d.iors,  whercve  remain- 
ed some  time  in  conversation— he  ohserved  that  he  hil  given  his 
deposition  before  the  cunuoittee  to  the  following  i(f  t.viz:  that, 
in  tilt  first  instance,  he  had  oifered  to  supply  sand  soiie,  for  the 
forlilicaiinnson  th'  Chesapeake,  at  the  rate  of 'two  d„lars  and  fifty 
cents  per  pircli,  which  offer  had  been  rejected  hy  a  \ri.ten  coim- 
innnicatioii  received  ly  him  Irom  the  engineer  d.  patmenf,  and 
that,  in  tli.- course  ol  a  f  w  wetks  after  the  receipt  of  the  letter 
from  the  engiiHiT  d.  partmtiit,  he  had  again  otferd  to  supply 
hard  and  siiitab!.-  sKme  at  the  same  prie  •.  by  a  proposil  wliicli  had 
heen  put  into  the  Aqoia  post  olllc-,  and  to  which  lo  answer  had 
heen  received  by  him,  but  fully  believed,  from  his  acquaintance 
with  your  ehxracter,  that  you  had  not  received  it. 

He  spoke  nlyuo  in  the  ninst  respectful  tertns,  aid  assured  me 
that  he  h^d  so  esprrssed  himself  before  the  cuinrnttec,  and  re- 
peatnl  that  li"-  did  believe  50U  had  never  received  he  proposal 
which  he  had  made  through  the  Aquia  jiost  ortice.  ' 

To  theahov-  lam  prepared  to  depose,  if  required,  and  remain 
very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servaut, 

,  ^    „    „  G.BOMFORD. 

J.  G.  Swift. 

To  comphte  the  series  of  the  papers  relating  to  this  suKiect  o( 
wluch  so  much  has  been  made,  we  publish  the  fbllowing  letter 
Irom  gen.  Swift,  which  appeared  some  weeks  ago  in  the  New 
xork  and  other  pipers: 

T'    .-I,     l:ili-.i)Il   ilF   TIIK    >F.W    TOniC    AlfF.lliCAV. 
Sir:  During  the  late  examination  of  Mr.  Mix's   contract  hy  a 
SOmmittee  Mf  congress,  certain  statements  appeaitd  in  the  Wash- 


ington Gazette,  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  Richmond  Inquirer, 
Hjltimore  Federal   Hepiibliean,  aid  prohahly  other  Gazettes,  im- 
or  ssiiig  the  public  with  an  i.piiiieii  that  I,  the  subscriber,  when 
chief  engineer,  had  formed  a  contract  wiih  Mr.  Mix.  knowing  him 
to  be  uoworthy  of  trust, and  that  too  without  taking  (iropi  r  bond 
and  security  for  tlietaithliil  execution  of  the  contract;  which  state- 
ments and  infreiices  are  totslly   untrue,  as  the  contract,  wdien 
made,  was  the  best  procurable,  the  character  of  Mr.  Mix  had,  iij 
no  wise,  to  my  knowledge,  been  impeached,  and  p:uod  and  sufli- 
cieiit  bond  and  security  w>re  taUen  at  the  time  of  farming  the  con- 
tract to  ensure  its  faithl'ul  execution,  and  it  has  been  faithfully 
exieuied,     Tlie  documents  about  to  he  published  by  ord.-r of  con- 
gress will  prwve  t'le  foregoing.     I  will  su'join  a  brief  view  of  the 
iati-  proceedings  in  congress  rtlative  to  the  aforesaid  contract. — 
rii.-  journals  of  congr-ss   will    show  that,  in  the  latter  part  of 
April,  a  co.i.mitt'.e  ol    (he  lions'-  of  representatives  was  appoint- 
ed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Buthr,  of  New  Hampsiiire,  to  examine  .Mix's 
contmct,  in  the  formation  of  which,  as  apoeared  in  some  of  the 
Gazettes  before  mentioned,  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  latt? 
chief  of  eiig:neers  was  implicatid.     I  deterniined  to  repair  imme- 
diately to  Waihi;igloii.  to  atl"ord  a  jusiitic;(ti.^Ti  of  my  conduct. — 
I- pon  my  arrival  at  Wssliiugten.  I  found  the  inipression  universal 
tut  every  menib-rof  theexaiuiiiiiig  comnrittee,  coiisisiiF'g  of  Mr. 
Butler,  of  New  Hanipshire,  Mr.  Camiihell,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr-  Met- 
calfe, wasstroiigly  pri,|udii'ed  agiii^st  the  contract.     I  addressed  a 
a  letter  to  gi-iieral  Micnoib,  the  cliitf  engineer,  covering  an  afTj- 
davit,  and  stating  that  1  wa?  11  any  to  appear  betiire  tlieco:iimittee, 
to  f  nnish  such  explanttory  testimony  as  tliey  might  require,  whicJi 
were  transmitteii  hy  th  •  war  department  to  the  committee.     I  re- 
n.ained  in  the  c.ty  of  Washii  gion  five  days  without  beieg  called 
upon  by  the  committee.     In  the  mean  time,  the  appropriation  hill 
h-iiig  called  up.  Mr.  Cick-  movi  d  toslrikeoiit  the  appropriation 
intended  to  p.iy  (or  the  stone  to  he  delivere<l  under  the  contract 
with  Mr.  Mix.  on  the  all  ged  ground  of  suspicion  of  nnlairness 
ill  its  formation.     The  members  of  the  comoiittee  ail  concnrrr d  in 
the  suspicion  express-dby   .Mr.  Cock--,  aod  advocated  the  strikiii"' 
^ut  the  appropriation;  indeed,  the  cha'r:uan  of  ti-.e  coinmiitee  de- 
ehr   1  that  evide.ice  hid  hei n  ilisclesol  ti  the  committee  wliicli 
would  justify  an  act  that  would    niki-  \oid  the  ccntiaet.     At  this 
moment  a  very  strong  imores^ion  was  made  in  the  house  against 
the  cootiaci.  -.s  was  .  aiurally  to  be  expected;  but  fortuua'ely  the 
house  adjourned  without  taking  the  question  on  llie  inolion.— 
Before  the  lie  .ting  next  d:iy,  oiany  of  the  Biemheis  of  the  lioiise 
were  inform- d  that  tiw  comoiittee  hud  in  their  poises«ioii  evidence 
ill  fsvor  of  tile  eoiiti  act,  which  had  lieen  i>iTsenled  to  them  througti 
the  pri-caiition  of  the  engine- r  depart'iieni,  without  being  request- 
ed by  the  co.nniitlce,  which,  in  fairness, ought  to  be  laid  before  t!ic 
himse.     A  motion  was  accordingly  made  for  their  pniduciion,  but 
the  committ.  e  indieated  no  tlisposition  to  produce  th.:-  papers,  un- 
der the  allegation  that  the  committee  iiJ  not  know  (hat  t/iey  could 
be  had,- lie   ui.-mber  making  the  motion  oifered  copies  of  the  com- 
inn'iicati<in  to  the  committe.-,   to  he  ri-ad  liy  the  ch  rk  of  the  house, 
which  had  the  effect  to  pr-iduce  the  urii;inaU-      Theij  were  accord- 
ingly r:ad  and  the  elf  cts  u.ooii  the  minds  of  the   members  were 
inst'iniane  )us  and  deci.siv-^.    .\Ir.  Colden,  of  thiscity.  as  soon  as  the 
rea:!ing  was  fjr.ished,  rose  in  his  place.aiid  said,  that  li-had  had  his 
prtjudic  s  Against  the  coniraci,biit  that  lie  was  satisfied,  from  the 
rtailingortlie.lo.-uments  which  had  been  laid  bi  fiire  the  committee, 
that  th    contract  was  not  uiily  fair,  but,  at  the  tioie  of  its  forma- 
tion, advantagv  o'ls  to  the  goveriinienl.     He  thooglir  those  facts  es- 
talilishe.l.auil  iliat  no  rnrthi  r  df-liaie  was  ntcrs-ary.and  cijiiclndert 
by  cilling  forthe  nr-'Vions  questio.i,  which  call  was  sustained  byac 
least  two-ihirds  of  the  house;  a'ld,  on  tlie  main  qnesiioo  of  appro- 
piiation  being  put.  there  w-re  only  fiveri'ij  out  of  one  hiindrcil  and 
fjtij-oiie  ill  favor  of  Mr.  Cocke's  motion.     It  is  worthy  ot  re  nark, 
ti/at  the  names  of  every  r-iember  of  the  committee  who  had  had 
these  very  duciinients  b.  f  n-e  tneni  for  several  days.aru  to  be  tbutui 
among  the  t-.oeiit;/   which  but  too  strongly  conlirms  the  siiipicioii 
lliat  1  fiuiid  entertained  hy  th.-m  against  the  contract.     Ni'iwith- 
staii  h:)g  tlii<  decisive  vote,  the  omoiiiiee  tliougot  pr.ip  r  to  oro- 
ceedin  their  i.iv.stigation;  and  th  ii.for  the  lirst  lime,  was  I  called 
11(1011  hv  Ihun  tna'ior.l  lesii.uoiiy  in  relation  to  the  coitract.     In 
the  niean  lime,  an  ameiidiiieiit  was  made  to  the  hill  in  the  senate, 
which  attaeh-d  a  proviso  tliat  the  appropriation  should  not  h-  con- 
sfriied  as  alii  lining  the  contract;  which  aniemlmeni  jiassed  wiiliout 
debate  or  notice,  from  the  linrry  of  business  incident  to  the  ti  riiii- 
natiun  of  th-- session.     '1  he  bill  .vith  the  amend. neiit  being  r-tiirm  U 
to  the  house.it  again  called  tip  the  subject, snd,altlionjlulns  amend- 
ment was5ii;)ported  by  the  examining  committee,  it  was, after  dis- 
cussion,r-j  cted  by  a  in.ijority  nft-vuio  otie,  to  which  the  senate 
acceded  Without  a  division,     ^iinc'^  then,  at  the  very- end  of  the  ses- 
sion, when  there  was  no  tinu  for  the  lioiis<'  to  express  its  i;j;iiii.,ri, 
the  co.'iiiiiittee  have  i'  porti  d  unfavorably  on  the  contract,  iintwiih- 
standiiig the  very  decisive  pioof  which  the  vote  of  congvessindic.u- 
ed  of  itsopi.nun,  in  opposition  to  tint  of  the  conmittee.     ilelvmg 
on  tliat  vole,  it  was  my  int-inion  not  to  have  niidea  comn 'I'lt  011 
whatliHil  occurreil.     Sine-,  howevn,  tlie  committee  have  piisisied 
in  an  opinion  not  fivorable  to  the  conlraet,  which  opinion  ».Ms 
formed,  as  I  vi  rily  lu-liev.-,  on  preju.liees  causeil  by  low  iiisinu.itioni 
and  a.iony  e   us  coinfiii|iiic:;li.m.;  and  havi.ig  si  en  thi-i:-  report  in 
manuscript.  I  avail  mysell  of  this  o,ip.irii;nity  to  state  tliat  I  slull 
feel  it  a  duty  to  examine  the  report  wiien  published,  which  h    i  been 
ordered  t</be  done  hy  the  house  ofrepi-esentaiiv  s.  wi'h  that  1   specr 
which  is  doe  to  a  part  ofth.  constiint' d  aiithoiity  ol  t'le  natien,  btic 
also  with  that  freedom  which  is  my  right.     The  dociiriients  ih-.in- 
selves  will  prov,  that  the  cintra-i  was  mad"  at  the  very  lowest  rale 
procurable  at  that  tim.-,  and  that,  with  proper  liuiids  and  up.ni  terms 
hi.ghly  advantageeus  to  the  (lublic.aiter  taking  all  the  precautions 
usual  at  tliat  time,  and  deem-'d  to  he  almndaiiiiy  suflicie.it  to  guard 
the  public  interest.      Tlie  documents  wi'l  shew  til  it  the  eon  nitte" 
have,  throughout  th  ir  report,  mistati-il  th--  documeiiis.  made  par- 
tial  extracts  calcnialid  to  produe-:  an  erroneous  i!n;>ression,aiid 
kei)t  back  much  Uiat  ou^ht  in  Jiist:c-.,to  liave  been  broiiijht  .oniaid. 
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The  foregoing,  it  i  s  prcsiinieO,  will  induce  those  who  feel  a  solicitude 
fVn-  the  concerns  of  the  government,  to  peruse  the  documents  as  well 
as  the  report,  when  published.  •?•  G.  SWIFT. 

New  York,  Mjy  16,1822. 

03"  rhere  is  an  additioMal  statement  made  by  gen. 
Swift —  or  rather  a  reviets  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  we  would  willin.q'ly  insert,  except  that 
it  would  open  a  door  tlutt  we  miglit  hnd  it  difficult 
to  shut  ajjitin:  we  shoidd  be  compelled  to  insert  a 
replication  .'^liotddany  be  made,  and  so  on.  Enough 
of  matter  has  been  pubiislied  on  ilie  subject,  and  we 
are  hearliiy  glad  that  we  have  done  with  these  pa- 
pers. Eu.  IJeg. 

Treaty  witli  lA-ance. 

Jiu  the  president  "f  the  United  Slates, 

A    rllOCLAriATIOX. 

AVhercas,  by  the  second  section  of  an  act  of  con- 1 
gross  of  the  6th  of  May  last,  entitled  "an  act  in 
addition  to  tlie  act  concerning  navigation,  and  also 
to  authorize  the  appointment  of  deputy  collec- 
lors,"  it  is  provided,  that,  in  the  event  of  the  sig- 
nature  of  any  treaty  or  convention,  concerning  the 
navigation  or  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  tlie  president  of  the  United 
Stites,  if  he  should  deem  the  same  expedient,  may 
suspend,  by  proclamation,  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  congress,  the  operation  of  the  act, 
entitled  "an  act  to  impose  a  new  tonnage  duty  on 
Trench  ships  and  vessels, and  {brother  purposes;" 
and,  also,  to  suspend,  as  aforesaid,  all  other  duties 
on  French  vessels,  or  the  goods  imported  in  tlie 
same,  whlc'i  m.ay  exceed  the  duties  on  American 
vessels,  and  on  similar  goods  imported  in  the  same: 
And  wiiereas  a  convention  of  navigation  and  com- 
merce b'tv.een  tlie  United  States  of  America  and 
his  majesty  the  king  of  France  and  Navarre,  has 
this  day  been  duly  signed  by  John  tluincy  Adams, 
secretary  of  state,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  by  thejbaron  Ilyde  de  Neuville,  envoy  extra- 
ordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  France, 
on  the  part  of  his  most  cliristian  majesty,  which 
convention  is  in  the  words  following: 

OIIICIXAL. 

Gonventimi  of  miviq'atioji  and  commerce  belioeen  the 
,     Urnted  States  of  America  and  his  majesty  the  king 

of  France  and  JVavarre. 

The  United  Stale;',  of  America  and  his  majesty 
the  king  of  France  and  Navarre,  being  desirous  of 
settling  the  relations  of  navigation  and  commerce 
between  their  respective  nations,  by  a  temporary 
convent'on  reciprocally  beneficial  and  satisfactory, 
and  thereby  of  leading  to  a  more  permanent  and 
comprehensive  arrangement,  have  respectively 
furnished  their  full  powers  in  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say:  The  president  of  the  United  States 
to  John  Quincy  Adams,  their  secretary  of  state; 
•and  his  most  christian  majesty  to  tiie  b  tron  Hyde 
de  Neuville,  knight  of  the  royal  and  military  order 
of  St.  Loxis,  commander  of  the  legion  of  honor, 
grand  cross  of  the  royal  American  order  of  Isabel- 
la the  catliolic,  his  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  near  the  United  States;  who, 
after  exchanging  their  full  powers,  have  agreed 
on  the  following  articles: 

ArvTiTLr,  1. 

Articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
of  the  United  Stales,  imported  into  France  in  ves-  I 
^els  of  the  United  States,  shall  pay  an  additional : 
duty,  not  exceeding  twenty  francs  per  ton  of  mer-  { 
cbandise,  over  and  above  the  duties  paid  on  the  j 
like  articles,  also  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 1 
facture,  of  the  United  States,  when  imported  in 
French  vessels.  '     I 


auticleS. 
Article  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  mannfacttire 
of  Franq  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
French  fssels,  sliall  pay  an  ad<.litional  duty,  not 
exceedin  three  dollars  and  seventy.five  cents  per 
ton  of  nrchandise,  over  and  above  the  duties  ccl- 
lected  upu  the  like  articles,  also  of  the  gro-.vlh, 
produce,).'  manufacture  of  France,  when  import- 
ed in  ve^ls  of  the  United  States. 

AUTICLE  3. 

No  diiriminating  duty  shall  be  levied  upon  the 
productiiis  of  the  soil  or  industry  of  France,  im- 
ported  1  Frencli  bottoms  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  Jates  for  transit  or  re  ex]>ortalion. 

Nor  sill  any  such  duties  be  levied  upon  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  soil  or  industry  of  the  Uniied 
States,  nported  in  vessels  of  the  United  States 
into  thejorts  of  France  for  transit  or  re-exporta- 
tion,      j 

auticlp.  4. 

The  niowing  quantities  shall  be  considered  as 
forminOlhe  ton  of  merchandise  for  each  of  the  ar- 
ticles hrein  after  specilied. 

Wiii6 — four  Gl  gallon  hogsheads,  or  244  gallons 
of  231  ubic  inches,  American  measure. 

Firanies,  and  all  otiier  liquids,  244  gallons. 

Silksandall  other  dry  goods,  and  all  other  arti- 
cles  usftlly  subject  to  measurement,  forty  two  cu- 
bic fceFrench,  in  France,  and  fifty  cubic  feet  Ame- 
rican neasure,  in  the  United  States. 

Cotton — 8041b.  avoirdupois,  or  365  kilog. 

Tobcco— 1600  lb.  avoirdupois,  or  725  kilog. 

AsHs— pot  and  pearl,  2240  lb.  avoirdupois  or 
1016  pg. 

il"ic^l600  lb.  avoirdupois,  or  725  Icilog. 

Anofor  all  weighable  articles  not  specified,  2219 
lb.  avoirdupois,  or  1016  kilogrammes. 
Anrici.E  5. 

Th)  duties  of  tonnage,  light-money,  pilotage, 
port  /liarges,  brokerage,  and  all  other  duties  upon 
ibreifn  shipping,  over  and  above  those  paid  by  the 
natidal  shipping,  in  the  two  countries  respectively, 
othe  than  those  specified  in  articles  1  and  3  of  the 
presnt  convention,  shall  not  exceed,  in  France,  for 
vesst^  of  the  United  States, ;iive  francs  per  ton  of 
the  vissel's  American  register;  nor  for  vessels  of 
Franc,  in  the  United  States,  ninety-four  cents  per 
Ion  ofthe  vessel's  French  passport. 
i  AmrcLK  6, 

Thi  contracting  pt^rties,  wishing  to  favor  their 
mutuil  commerce,  by  allbrding,  in  their  ports,  every 
necesary  assistance  to  their  respective  vessels, 
have  t^roed  that  the  consuls  and  vice-consuls  may 
cause  to  be  arrested  the  sailors,  being  part  of  the 
crewsof  tlie  vessels  of  their  respective  nations, 
who  siall  have  deserted  from  the  s-ld  vessels,  in 
order  ^  send  them  back,  and  transport  them  out  of 
the  colntry.  For  v.'hich  purpose  the  said  consuls 
and  vi^e-consuls  shall  address  themselves  to  the 
courts,  judges,  and  oflicers  competent,  and  shall 
demand  tlie  said  deserters  in  writing — proving,  by 
an  eshilition  of  the  registers  of  the  vessel,  or  ship'i 
roll,  or  other  official  documents,  that  these  men 
were  pirt  ofthe  said  crews:  and,  on  this  demand, 
so  proved,  (saving,  however,  where  the  contrary 
is  proved),  the  delivery  shall  not  be  refused:  and 
there  jhall  be  given  all  aid  and  assistance  to  the 
said  consuls  and  vice-consids  for  the  search,  seizure 
and  arrest  of  the  said  deserters,  who  shall  even  be 
detained,  and  kept  in  the  prisons  of  the  country,  at 
their  request  and  expense,  until  they  shall  have 
found  an  opportunity  of  sending  them  back.  B'-it, 
ifthcv  be  not  sent  back  within  three  months,  to 
be  counted  from  the  day  of  their  arrest,  Uiey  sbaji 
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be  set  at  libe;  ly,  and  shall  be  no  more  arrested  for 
t!ie  same  cause. 

AHTICLE  7. 

The  present  temporary  convention  shall  be  in 
force  for  two  }ears  fri  m  the  first  duy  of  October 
next,  and  even  after  the  expiration  of  that  term, 
until  the  conclusion  of  a  definitive  treaty,  or  until 
one  of  the  parties  sliall  liave  declared  its  intention 
to  renounce  it;  which  declaration  shall  be  made  at 
least  six  nionihs  before  hand. 

And,  incuse  the  present  arranjjemen*' shonld  re- 
main without  such  declaration  of  its  discontinuance 
by  either  party,  the  extra  duties  specified  in  tlie 
1st  and  2d  articles,  shall,  from  the  expiration  of  the 
said  t'.vo  years,  be  on  both  sides  diminished  by  one- 
fourth  of  their  wiiole  amount,  and  afterwards  by 
one  fourth  of  the  said  amount  from  year  to  }ear,  so 
long'  as  neither  party  shall  have  declared  the  in- 
tention of  renouncing  it,  as  above  stated. 

AHTlCLr.  8. 

The  present  convention  shall  be  ratified  on  both 
sides,  and  the  ratifications  sliall  be  exchanged  with 
in  one  year  froir  the  date  hereof,  or  sooner,  if  pos- 
sible.    But  the  execution  of  the  said  convention 
shall  commence  in  both  countries  on  the  first  of 
October  nest,  and  shall  be  effective,  even  in  case 
of  non-ratification,  for  all  such  vessels  as  may  havel 
sailed,  bona  fide,  for  ihe  ports  of  either  nation,  in  i 
t!ie  confidence  of  its  bd.ig  in  force. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentia- 
ries have  signed  the  present  convention, 
and  ha\  e  thereto  afiixed  llieir  seals,  at  the 
citv  of  Washington,  this  24th  day  of  June, 
A.'n.  1S22. 

.TOIIN  QUINCY  ADAMS.       [l.s.] 
G.  HYDE  Dli  NKUVILLE.  [l.  s.] 

SEPAUATK   AUTICLK. 

Tlie  extra  duties  levied  on  eitlier  side  before  the 
present  day,  by  virtue  of  llie  act  of  congress  of  the 
loth  May.  1820,  and  of  the  ordinance  of  the  26th 
•July,  of  the  s.iine  year,  and  others  confirmative 
thereof,  and  which  hare  not  already  been  paid  back, 
shall  be  refunded; 

Signed  and  sealed  as  above,  this  24th  day  of  June, 
1S22.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  (l.  s,) 

G.  HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE.  (l.  s  ) 

SLPAHATE  AHTICLE. 

It  is  agreed  tliat  tlie  extra  duties,  specified  in 
the  fiist  and  second  articles  of  this  convention, 
shall  be  levied  only  upon  tiie  excess  of  \  lue  of  the 
merchandise  imported,  over  the  value  of  the  mer- 
chandise exported  in  the  same  vessel  upon  the 
same  voyage:  so  that  if  tlie  value  of  the  articles  ex- 
ported, shall  equal  rr  exceed  that  of  the  articles  im-  j 
ported  in  the  same  vessel,  (not  including,  however, 
articles  imported  for  transit  or  re-exportation)  no 
sucli  extra  duties  shall  be  levied;  and  if  the  articles 
exported  are  less  in  value  than  those  imported, 
the  extra  duties  shall  be  levied  only  upon  the 
amount  of  the  difference  of  their  value.  This  ar- 
ticle however,  shall  take  eilect  only  in  case  of  rati- 
fication on  both  sides;  and  not  unitl  two  months  af- 
ter the  exchange  of  the  ratifications.  But  the  re- 
fusal to  ratify  this  article,  on  either  side,  shall  in  no 
wise  ailect  or  impair  the  ratification  or  the  validity 
of  the  preceding  articles  of  this  convention. 

Signed  and  scaled  as  above,  this  24th  day  of  June, 
1822'.  JOHN  QLINCV  ADAMS,  (l.  s.) 

G.  HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE.  (l  s.) 
Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  James  Mon- 
roe, president  of  the  L'nit-^d  States,  in  pursuance 
of  the  authority  aforesaid,  do  hereby  susjieiu!,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  October  next,  until  the 


of  the  act  aforesaid,  entitled  '«An  act  to  impose  a 
new  tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels  anil 
for  other  purposes,"  and  also  all  other  duties  oit 
French  vesselsand  the  goods,  being  the  growth, pro- 
duce and  manufacture  of  France,  imported  in  the 
same,  which  may  exceed  the  duties  on  American  ves- 
sels, and  on  similar  gnotls  imported  in  the  same,  sar- 
ing  only  the  discriminating  duties  payable  on 
French  vessels  and  on  articles  the  growth,  protluce 
and  manufacture  of  France,  imported  in  the  same, 
stipulated  by  the  said  convcn'.ion  to  be  pai;?. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
tiie  United  States  to  be  affixed  to  these  pre- 
sents, and  signed  the  same  with  my  hacd. 
Done  at  Washingtmi,  the  24th  day  of  June, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hiiiidred  and  twenty-two,  and  of 
the   independence  of  the   U.   States 
the  forty-sixth.  JAS.  MONUOE. 

By  the  president: 

JodN   Quixcr  ArAMs,  secretaru  of  state. 


Legislature  of  New-Hamspliire. 

GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE. 

Getilleinen  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representativef  .• 
The  time  fixed  by  the  legislature  to  re-organize 
the  government,  and  concert  mtfasiires  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  rights,  and  the  promotion  of  the  hap- 
piness of  the  people,  has  again  arrived,  under  cir- 
cumstances promising  the  most  beneficial  effects 
from  the  performance  of  jour  legislative  duties. 
A  disposition  generally  prevails  to  give  a  candid 
construction  and  efficient  aid  to  every  public  mea- 
sure directed  to  these  objects.  Sober  and  unim- 
passioned  views  of  public  affairs  have  induced  a 
respect  for  the  laws,  and  a  cheerful  performance  of 
those  duties,  and  submission  to  those  burthens, 
v.'hich  a  regard  to  the  general  interests  of  society 
have  necessarily  imposed. 

Tlie  influence  of  those  industrious  and  frugal 
Inibits,  wliich  circumstances  have  recently  render- 
ed peculiarly  necessary,  have  produced  a  gradual 
improvement  in  the  situation  and  pursuits  of  the 
people,  equally  conducive  to  individual  comfort 
and  general  prosperity.  This  progress,  .ilthouglj 
neither  impcsing  nor  brilliant,  is  yet  distinctly 
marked  by  that  steady  and  gradual  advance,  which 
experience  has  shewn  to  be  the  most  safe  and  salu- 
tary to  individuals  and  nations.  It  is  sufficientiv 
evident  to  encourage  our  best  exertions  to  afford 
it  further  aid,  by  removing,  so  far  as  may  be  in  our 
power,  every  obstacle  to  its  more  perfect  att:.in. 
ment.  Employment  and  industry,  which  an  un- 
precedented combination  of  circumstances  had  di- 
verted from  their  natural  course,  are  now  hasten- 
in.g  their  return  to  those  channels,  to  which  the 
character  of  our  population  and  our  natural  and 
acquired  advantages  direct  them.  When  time  shall 
have  given  to  these  circum.stances  their  full  effect, 
a  still  liigher  degree  of  prosperity  may  be  reasona- 
bly expected.  Our  most  important  institutions  and 
pursuits  are  evidently  in  a  progressive  state  of  im- 
provement; and,|  although  they  have  not  reached 
that  high  degree  of  success  which  would  satisfy 
the  wishes  of  the  patriot,  the}'  have  made  f-ose  ad- 
vances towards  it,  which  cannot  fail  t^  enliven  his 
hopes  and  invigorate  his  exertions. 

The  increasing  intelligence  and  skill  which  di- 
rect our  agricultural  pursuits,  have  obtained 
for  them  an  encouraging  degree  of  success.  Much, 
however,  remains  to  be  done  to  insure  that  degree 


of  perfection,  which  should  be  the  object  of  our 
€nd  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  the  operation'  wishes  and  our  hopes  in  an  art  which  is  t'je  fouu- 
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dation  of  all  human  improvement,  and  condnct-s 
more  than  all  others  to  human  happiness.  Its  claims 
to  a  continuance  of  public  patronage  will  undoubt- 
edly receive  that  legislative  consideration,  which 
is  due  to  tiieir  importance. 

The  progress  of  our  manufactures  yields  an  ad- 
ditional source  of  salislUction.      Their  direct  and 
indirect  subserviency  to   the  interests  of  agricul- 
ture, to  ihe  formation  of  those  industrious  habits, 
vhich  constitute  a  principal  source  of  our  virtues 
and  our  happiness,  and  to  a  desirable  itidependence 
on  fbreig-n  nations,  cannut  escape  tDe  observation 
of  those,  who,  with  unprejudiced  and  enlightened 
views,  explore  the  sources  of  our  national  pros- 
perity.    We  are  already  indebted  to  their  partial 
profj-ressfor  the  means  of  retaining  our  industrious 
youth  IVom  emigration,  in  search  of  objects  of  enr.- 
ployment  and  eiiterprize  abroad,  whicii  are  now 
aflf'orded  them  at  home,  with  more  certni.i  prospects 
«if  success.     New-Hampshire  jjrtsetUs  greater  ad 
vantages  and  inducements  to  some  branches  of  ma-j 
iiufacturing  industry,  than  most    other  countiies.  j 
Situations  aifordinglo  t!ie  manufacturer  the  aid  of  i 
suitable  streams  and  falls  of  water,  the  most  conve- 1 
nient  and  unexpensive  power  for  impelling  his  ma-  { 
chinery,  are  no  where  found  in  greater  abundance 
and  perfection.     The  nature  of  our  climate,  the  1 
varied  surface  of  our  soil,  and  its  adaptation  to  graz- ' 
jng,  unite  in  directing  our  views  to  tlie  woollen  j 
manufacture,  as  peculiarly  suited  to  our  situation,  : 
advantages  and  habits,  and  entitled  more  than  any  I 
other  to  the  public  attenfion  and  favor.     It  is  a  ma- 1 
nufacture  which  yields  to  none  in  its  independence  I 
on  caprice  or  fashion,  and  in  the  amount  and  cou- 1 
stanc}'  of  the  demand  for  its  products.     It  aftords 
the  most  direct  and  e:;tensive  aid  to  that  kind  of; 
husbandry  towhicii  our  soil  and  climatemust  always  I 
tend  to  direct  our  chief  attention.     Natural  advan-  ] 
tages  afibrd  the  only  certain  direction  to  employ- j 
menis  capable  of  aHbrding  permanent  proht;  and  \ 
a  sound  and  judicious  policy  will  direct  a  people  to. 
avail  themselves  of  such  advantages  to  their  utmost ' 
extent.     Within  the  last  year  our  manufacturing! 
interests  have  increased  in  extent  and  activity.  Ca- 1 
pital,  in  our  own  and  from  otlier  states,  has  been  I 
invested  in  them,  under  circumstances  promising! 
great  and  durable  advantages.     'J'he  legislative  en- ! 
couragement  derived  from  liberal  charters  of  in- 1 
corporation,  imposing  no  restrictions  or  liabilities, 
but  such  as  the  public  security  manifestly  required, 
and  the  advantages  formerly  aflbrded  them  by  an 
exemption  of  a  considerable  part  of  their  capitals 
from  taxation,  during  their  earliest  efforts  and  sub-  j 
sequent  embarrassments,  have  undoubtedly  contri-j 
buted  to  their  present  increasing  prosperity.     Itj 
cannot  be  doubted  that  the  benefits  and  favors  thus  | 
bestowed,  will  be  repaid  to  society,  by  advantages 
beyond  measure  greater  than  the  inconsiderable 
sacrifices  by  which  they  were  obtained. 

The  situation  and  limited  extentof  our  sea  coast, 
precludes  us  fiom  deriving  those  extensive  advan- 
tages from  commerce,  which  are  enjoyed  by  many 
of  the  other  Atlantic  states.  Those  of  our  citizens 
who  could  avail  themselves  of  these  limited  ad- 
vantages,  have,  by  their  intelligence,  enterprize, 
and  industry,  contributed  to  our  prosperity,  and 
estabi-.shed  the  claim  of  this  branch  of  industry  to 
public  favor,  as  one  of  those  interests  which  mate- 
rially conduce  to  w-ealth  and  general  improvement. 

The  illiberal  and  selhsh  policy  of  our  colonial 
government,  during  the  last  period  of  its  existence, 
by  a  hurried  distribution  of  the  public  lands  to 
themselves  and  their  favorites,  without  those  re- 
servations !or  the  promotion  of  education,  which  a 


corr-ct  and  sound  policy  would  have  dictated,  has 
left  iisdestitute  of  those  pubiicfundsfromtliissource 
which  are  enjoyed  by  many  of  the  other  states.  The 
evils  niiich  miglit  have  resulted  from  th.is  repre- 
hensible desertion  of  one  of  the  higliest  interests 
of  society,  have  been  averted  by  those  enligliteneJ 
views,  which  have  since  given  us  laws  making  a 
liberal  provision  for  general  instruction.  The  tax 
annually  imposed  and  cheerfully  paid  for  this  ob. 
ject,  amounts  to  nearly  three  times  the  usual  amount 
of  the  annual  public  expenditure  for  the  Icg'isla- 
tive,  executive,  and  judiciary  departments  of  our 
state  govfrnments.  The  judicious  application  of 
this  tax,  aided  as  it  is  in  many  of  our  towns  by  an 
additional  appropriation  for  the  same  purpose,  au- 
thorized by  the  law,  and  generally  by  considerable 
private  ciuitributions,  carries  the  means  of  mental 
improvement  and  of  moral  and  politiccd  infoim.ation  J 
to  all  our  children  and  youth  without  distinction. 
A  system  insuring  such  means  of  general  informa- 
tion, mjist  be  regarded  as  of  inestimable  importance,! 
since  it  is  only  through  the  general  intelligence 
and  correct  moral  feeling  of  llie  peo])le,  that  we' 
can  hope  to  sustain  and  perpetuate  the  liarmony 
and  perfection  of  our  political  institutions. 

'I'he  wisest  systems  of  education  have  never  yet 
proved  sufficient  to  eradicate,  although  they  un- 
doubtedly  tend  to  lessen,  the  amount  and  atrocity 
of  vice.  Institutions,  having  in  view  the  prevention 
and  punishment  of  crimes  and  the  correction  of  of- 
enders,  are  therefore  amongst  the  most  indispensa- 
ble estabiishments  of  govermnent.     For  the  attain- 
ment of  these  objects  our  state  prison  vvas  erected, 
and  has  now  been  in  operation  a  sufficient  time  to 
furnish  themeansof  ibrminga  correct  estimate  of  its 
utility.  Aliho'  experience  has  disappointed  the  san- 
guine expectations  of  those  who  hoped  for  a  gene- 
ral reformation  of  tlie  vicious,  whoshoujd  becomej 
the  objects  of  its  discipline,  yet  the  facts  which  itg 
operations  have  disclosed,  leave  no  doubt  that  it' 
possesses  great  advantages  over  tiie  system  which 
preceded  it.    Four  years  have  nearly  elapsed  since 
the  present  system  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the 
prison  was  adopted,  and  the  present  warden  ap- 
pointed to  office.  The  greatest  number  of  convicts 
in  the  prison,  at  one  time,  within  that  period,  wds 
seventy-four;    the   present  number  is  fifty-eight. 
The  whole  expense  of  the  establishment,  including 
the  salary  of  the  warden,  after  deducting  the  profits 
derived  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  for  the  year 
ending  May,  A.  D.  1819,  was  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-two  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents;  that  for 
the  year  ending  May,  A.  D.  1820,  was  three  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  dollars  and  forty-five  cents;  that 
for  the  year  ending  May,  A.  D,  1321,  was  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents. 
The  whole  annual  expense  of  furnishing  each  con- 
vict  with  wholesome  and  nourisliing  diet,  and  com- 
fortable clothing,  for  the  year  ending  May,  A.  D. 
1819,  was  forty-nine  dollars  and  fifteen  cents;  that 
forthe  year  ending  May,  A.  D.  1820,  was  thirty-four 
dollars;  that  for  the  year  ending  May,  A.  U.  1821. 
was  twenty  three  dollars  and  twenty  cents.  These 
sums  exclude  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  sick- 
ness of  the  convicts,  which,  owing  to  their  general 
good  health,  have  been  very  inconsiderable.     The 
examination  of  the  accoiuits  of  the  prison,  for  the 
year  ending  May,  A.  D.  1822,  is  not  yet  closed,  but 
it  is  confidently  expected  that  the  result  will  not  be 
less  favorablethan  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The 
prospect  i)f  a  steady  and  regular  demand  for  the 
products  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  is  at  present 
more  favorable  than  at  any  preceding  time  since 
the  establishment  was  commenced.     The  rcsulU 
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Stated,  lead,  it  is  believed,  to  a  favorable  opinion 
of  tiie  present  syslciii  of  managing  the  concerns  of 
lliis  insjlitwtion. 

'J'be  hoard  of  directors  bave  endeavored  to  per- 
form their  duly  taitbfidly,  but  a  regard  to  justice 
requirestbenn  to  acknowkdge,tiiat  wiiaiever  claims 
to  merit  the  facts  stated  may  be  tbougbt  to  disclose, 
it  sbould  be  attributed  cbieHy  to  the  able  and  faith- 
ful exertions  of  the  warden,  in  the  performance  oi 
liis  duties.  It  would  not  only  be  unjust  to  merit, 
but  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  society,  to 
withhold  public  approbation  from  an  officer,  who, 
in  the  disciiarge  of  a  public  trust,  displays  all  that 
care,  diligence,  and  frugality,  which  the  most  in- 
dustrious and  discreet  persons  exercise  in  their  own 
private  concerns.  Whatever  n:ay  be  the  intrinsic 
excellence  of  systems  of  government,  or  of  insti- 
tutions connected  with  thtm,  the  degrefe  in  which 
they  will  be  found  to  promote  the  general  welfare, 
will  :d\va}s  depend  on  the  degree  in  which  those 
to  whom  their  adminislrction  is  committed,  bring  _ 
with  them,  and  preserve  in  their  ofiicial  conduct, 
those  qualities  and  virtues  wiiich  insure  respecta- 
bility and  success  in  the  conmion  affairs  of  hfe. 
Witiiont  the  possession  and  constant  exercise  of 
these  qualilics,  in  the  performance  of  official  duty, 
no  man  can  be  woriiiy  to  receive  the  approbation 
or  retain  the  contidence  of  liie  people. 

Tlie  maxim,  that  the  certainty  of  p«nishmcnt  is 
more  efficacious  in  the  prevention  of  cri-iies  than 
its  severity,  has  commanded  the  assent  and  belief 
of  tiie  executive.  The  power  of  reniiuing  the 
punishment  of  convicts,  wilii  whicli  it  is  invested, 
has,  tiiet  ef(jre,  been  very  sparingly  exercised. — 
Within  the  last  three  ye*rj,  only  live  convicts  have 
received  a  remission  of  any  part  of  their  punish- 
ment. Three  (A'  these  labored  under  iliseases  be- 
lievetl  to  be  incurable,  by  the  physicians  of  tlie 
prison;  one  was  affected  b\^  meiitai  derangement, 
and  the  remaining  individual  had  conducted  in  an 
tinexct-ptionabie  manner,  during  his  residence  in 
the  prism,  and  was  pardoned  at  the  intercession  of 
his  aged  father  and  an  helpless  famUy. 

The  only  considerable  defect  in  the  present  sys- 
tem, widcii  has  engaged  attention,  is  the  evil  re- 
snliing  from  its  iiico'-.^peiency  to  aHurd  a  sufficient 
restraint  upon  the  opporttmity  of  communication, 
betv;ixt  the  more  and  less  corrupt  convicts,  where- 
by the  probability  of  individual  refornuition  is  di- 
minished. I'his  seems  not  to  admit  of  a  complete 
remedy,  without  a  continual  separate  confinement 
of  the  convicts,  which  would  greatly  increase  the 
expense,  whilst  it  would  lessen,  if  not  wholly  sub- 
vert, the  profits  derived  from  their  labor.  Such 
too  are  tlie  character  aiid  confirmed  bad  hatiits  of 
the  coi)\icts  in  ger.eia],  that  those  benevolent  per 
sons,  v.lio  would  liope  for  many  additior.a!  instances 
of  reformation,  irom  an  alteration  of  this  kind,  would 
probably  again  be  subjected  to  disappointment. 

The  law,  which  established  our  present  judicia- 
ry svslem,  transferred  tiie  judicial  dnili(-s  of  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  to  tlie  superior  court, 
ar,d  thei'eby  considerably  increased  its  labors. — 
Tiie  change  was  induced  by  the  expectation,  that 
it  would  render  the  system  less  expensive,  and 
more  efficient.  How  far  these  hopes  have  been  or 
may  be  realized,  must  be  decided  by  e\perience. — 
The  limited  extent  of  our  territory  and  population, 
the  great  preponderancy  of  agricultural  over  all 
other  pusuits,  the  unhtigious  character  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  thej  very  obvious  decrease  of  liiigalion, 
united  in  encouraging  the  experiment  of  a  system, 
nrnch  less  complex,  and  which  gave  promise  of  be- 
ing much  less  expensive,  than  thoss  svstenis,  which 


necessity,  rather  than  choice,  had  imposed  upon 
larger  and  more  commercial  states.  The  time  fix- 
ed by  the  law  for  holding  the  sessions  of  the  superior 
court,  has  in  all  the  counties,  excepting  Rocking- 
ham, proved  to  be  amply  sufficient  for  the  perform^ 
ance  of  the'  business.  It  is  believed,  that  no  in- 
stance has  occurred  in  those  counties,  of  delay  in 
the  decision  of  causes  from  want  of  time.  The 
sessions  have  seldom  been  protracted  beyond  eight 
or  nine,  and  in  several  instances  have  not  ex- 
ceeded five  days.  In  the  county  of  Rockingham, 
from  the  greater  number  and  more  intricate  nature 
of  many  of  the  questions  litigatetl,  the  time  fixed 
bv  law  for  holding  tiie  eemi-annual  session  in  Sep- 
tember, has  proved  ii!:iufficient  for  the  completioa 
of  the  business.  I'he  public  interest  requires,  that 
this  inconvenience  should  be  obviated.  An  ade- 
quate remedy  might  probably  be  afforded,  by  an  al- 
teration  in  the  time  of  holding  the  September  ses- 
sions in  Stratt'oi'd,  and  Ilockingham,  which  would 
give  an  additional  week  to  the  session  in  the  latter 
county. 

Trequent  changes  in  the  laws,  regulating  judi- 
ciary proceedings  are  attended  with  many  inconve- 
niences and  evils,  and  should  be  avoided,  unless  evi- 
dently necessary  to  the  jjublic  welfare.  A^'here  in- 
conveniences are  supposed  to  arise  from  the  ope- 
ration of  an  existing  system,  it  is  of  great  impor- 
tance to  examine  cautiously,  not  only  whether  the 
supposed  inconveniences  actually  exist,  but  if  fouTid 
to  exist,  whether  they  arise  from  inherent  defects 
in  the  system,  or  from  extrinsic  causes.  With- 
out a  proper  exercise  of  this  precaution,  the  best 
judiciary  system,  which  could  be  devised,  might 
be  discarded  on  account  of  mere  defects  in  the 
rules  adopted  tor  its  administration,  or  from  inci- 
denta!  circumstances,  or  obstacles  having  no  real 
connection  with  its  merits,  which  a  small  amend- 
ment, or  even  time  and  experience,  would  ena- 
ble those  who  administer  il  to  correct. 

The  law  of  November  session,  A.  D.  1820,  having 
in  view  improvements  in  the  organization  and  dis- 
cipline of  tiie  mililia,  aided  by  judicious  regulations 
introduced  into  the  adjutant  and  quarter-master 
general's  departments,  and  by  the  unremitted  at- 
tention and  ability,  with  which  the  duties  of  those 
offices  have  been  discharged,  have  produced  a  more 
systematic  and  effective  discipline,  and  tend  even- 
tually to  a  reduction  of  the  expenses  incident  to 
tiie  military  establishment.  Tlie  present  system 
in  its  great  outlines  is  probably  susceptible  of  but 
little  improvement.  In  the  provisions  for  enforc- 
ing its  execution,  further  experience  may  he  ex- 
pected to  point  out  the  necessity  of  alterations 

Mone  have  yet  occurred  to  observation,  as  requir- 
ing immediate  attention,  excepting  (he  burdensome 
expenses  attenrii.Tg  courts  mariial.  These  have,  un- 
der former  systems  been  a  subject  of  complaint, 
and  it  is  regi-etted  that  they  do  not  appear  to  be 
lessened  by  the  operation  of  the  present  law.  IL 
is  very  desirable,  that  some  system  may  be  de- 
vi.sed  and  adopted,  which  would  reduce  these  ex- 
penses,  v/ithout  putting  at  h:'zard  the  benefits  de- 
rived fro'n  an  efficient  syste.ii  cf  discipline.  It  is 
suggested  for  consi<leration,  whether  this  object 
might  not  be  attained  in  some  considerable  degree, 
by  a  rediiciion  of  tiie  number  of  members  and 
supeinumeiary  members,  which  compose  those 
tribvinals,  witliout  endangering  the  rights  of  indi- 
viduals, or  ti.e  respectabiUty  and  usefulness  of  the 
miliiin. 

The  law  in  relation  to  the  pov.-ers  of  auditors  ap- 
pointed by  the  superior  court  in  actions  of  account, 
requires,  it  is  thought,  revision  aivJ  amcndT.cnt*— 
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In  that  form  of  action,  the  mutual  claims  ard  rights;  people,  but  they  become  more  peculiarly  of  this 
of  partners  in  tlie  ownership  and  management  of  i  character,  when  believed  to  be  founded  on  doubt- 
property,  and  those  which  arise  fro'ii  complicated  j  ful  or  erroneous  constructions  of  the  constitution, 

agencies  m  the  negociatioii  of  business,  in  which  ,  tending  to  an  extension  of  their  own  powers. 

extensive  confidence  is  necessarily  placed,  mutual-  When  a  case  of  this  kind  occurs,  or  even  if  it  ap- 
Jy,  or  by  one  party  in  the  other,  may  be  most  con-j  pears  probable,  that  it  is  about  to  happen,  it  be- 
veniently  and  equitably  adjusted.  In  such  casc-s, i  comes  the  duty  of  ihe  legislatures  of  the  individu- 
vhere  confidence  has  been  misplaced,  or  disputes!  al  states,  to  adopt  such  constitutional  measures,  as 
arise,  great  ditficulties  are  experienced  in  obtain  may  tend  to  correct  the  error,  or  avert  the  evil.— 
ing  the  evidence  necessary  to  ascertain  the  rights  of  A  too  scrupulous  delicacy  in  the  performance  of 
the  parties,  from  the  circumstance,  tliat  much  of  this  duty,  when  evident  in  its  nature,  and  import- 
this  evidence  often  rests  solely  in  the  knowledge  of  ant  in  its  consequences  would  be  a  desertion  of  ia- 


the  parties,  or  in  their  private  books  and  papers; 
and  the  auditors  are  not,  by  the  present  law,  atitho- 
rized  to  compel  the  parties  to  make  the  disclosures 
necessary  to  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  facts,  upon 
which  the  decision  should  depend.  I  would,  there- 
fore, recommend  that  the  law  on  this  subject  be  so 
amended,  that  auditors  may  be  invested  with  the 
power  to  compel  the  parties,  in  causes  depending 
before  them,  to  produce  such  books  and  papers,  and 
to  answer,  on  oath,  such  interrogatories,  relating  to 
the  matters  in  controversy,  as  may  be  pertinent  and 
material. 

It  is  also  believed,  that  the  law  relative  to  suits 
against  abscoiulitig  debtors  and  jtheir  trustees,  is 
susceptible  of  amendments,  which  v.ould  render  it 
more  extensively  useful.  By  this  law,  the  personal 
property,  rights,  a,nd  credits  of  absconding  debtors 
in  the  hands  of  tlieir  trustees,  are  subjected  to  the 
demands  of  creditors;  but  the  person,  to  whom  the 
debtor  may  have  transferred  his  real  estate  in  trust, 
is  not  liable  to  a  trustee  process.  When  evidence 
can,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  proceeding  at  law, 
be  obtained  to  shew,  that  such  conveyance  of  real 


terests,  which  they  are  bound  by  the  strongest  mo- 
tives to  protect,  and  must  tend  to  put  kt  hazard 
every  thing  valuable  in  our  civil  institutions. —  ' 
These  considerations  are  believed  to  justify  the 
calling  your  attention  to  those  collision-;  of  opini- 
on, which  have  several  times  taken  place,  betwixt 
the  national  executive  and  a  majority  of  congress, 
on  the  construction  which  ought  to  be  given  to 
those  provisions  of  the  constitution,  which  vest  in 
the  national  legislature  power  to  provide  for  the 
general  interests,  and  more  particularly  for  those- 
which  are  supposed  to  relate  to  internar improve, 
ments.  The  constitution  gives  to  congress  the 
power  "to  l;-.y  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,*'  and  immediately  proceeds  to  define, 
and  vest  the  specific  powers,  which  were  deemed 
necessary  to  effect  these  objects.  Amongst  these 
it  is  tho'.sgQt  no  one  can  be  found,  which,  on  any- 
known  principles  of  construction,  can  authori7;<5 
congress  to  ex])end  the  public  rescmrces  in  mere 
obj-oCts  of  internal  improvement.     The  power  to 


estate  was  m  trust  for  the  beuf  fit  of  the  debtor,  the '  i.mpose  taxes,  to  pay  the  d^bts,  and  provide  for  the 


conveyance  would,  in  legal  consideration,  be  re 
gardeil  as  a  fraud,  and  such  estate  would  be  liable 
to  a  levy  of  execution  in  satisfaction  of  creditors. — 
The  difficulty  of  showing,  that  such  conveyance 
Mas  made  in  trust,  for  want  of  the  power,  given  by 
law  in  the  case  of  trusts  of  personal  property,  of  re- 
quiring the  trustee  to  declare  oi\  oath  the  circum- 
stances, urider  wliich  the  conveyance  was  made, 
renders  it  in  many  cases,  impossible  to  establish 
the  fact  of  such  trust  and  tends  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  such  secret  trusts  and  frauds.  It  is  suggest- 
ed for  consideration,  whether  the  extension  of  tiie 
])rovisions  of  the  law,  respecting  the  liability  of  the 
trustees  of  the  personal  ju-operty,  rights,  and  credits 
of  absconding  debtors,  to  the  case  of  the  trustees 
of  the  real  estates  of  such  debtors;  might  not  tend 
to  the  detection  of  frauds,  and  a  more  efficient  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  such  cases.     By  the  pro- 
visions of  this  law  only  one  person,  as  a  sole  debtor, 
can  be  sued  in  the  same  process.     Hence  it  hap- 
pens, that  where  such  absconding  debtor  has  sever 
al  trustees,  and  the  creditor  has  several  demands, 
a  multiplcity  of  suits,  and  a  great  accumulation  of 
expense  is  occasioned;  but  when  the  creditor's  de- 
mand consists  of  a  single  right  of  action,  he  is  ex- 
posed to  the  laws  of  the  greatest  part  of  his  claim, 
from  the  insufSciencv  ol  the  sum  in  the  hands  of 


common  defence  and  general  welfare,  seems  to 
have  been  construed  as  a  specific  grant  of  power 
to  congress,  to  do  any  act,  or  adopt  and  carry  into 
efiect  any,  and  every  measure,  without  restriction, 
which,  it  might  suppose,  would  conduce  to  the  ge- 
neral welfare,  t'his  construction  is  believed  to  be 
wholly  unwarranted.  The  words  "to  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare,"  are 
merely  mentioned  as  the  objects,  for  v/hich  the 
power  to  raise  taxes  is  given,  and  the  power  to  lav 
taxes  is  the  only  specific  powe.-  given  by  this  arti- 
cle of  the  constitution.  Under  this  erroneous  con- 
struction, a  majority  of  congress  seem  to  suppose, 
tb.at  they  are  invested  with  power,  to  appropriate 
the  national  resources  to  objects  of  mere  internal 
improvemev.t,  such  as  making  canals  and  roads  in 
the  interior  of  the  country,  which  have  no  connec- 
tion whatever,  with  either  the  common  defence  or 
the  general  welfare,  other  than  that,  whicii  all  in- 
ternal improvements,  even  the  building  of  bridges 
or  mills,  or  the  improvemert  of  the  soil  possess. — 
It  is  too  obvious  to  be  disputed,  that  if  this  clause 
of  the  constitution  gives  to  congress  the  authority 
to  make  such  roads  and  canals,  that  even  a  less  ex- 
tended construction  of  it  must  include  every  spe- 
cific power  vested  by  that  instrument,  and  thas  ren- 
der them  wholy  impertinent  and  unmeaning,   an 


any  one  of  the  trustees,  to  discharge  it,  and  the  i  inconsistency  and  absurdity,  which  could  not  bead 
want  of  legal  authority  to  join  several  of  them  in[  mittcd,  except  under  ti\e  most  imperative  nccessi- 
the  same  process.  It  is  believed,  that  it  would  be  |  ty.  When  we  advert  to  the  great  caution,  with 
expedient  so  to  amend  Hie  law  in  this  respect,  as  to  which  the  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  were 
enable  the  creditor  to  include  several  separate  trus-|  generally  defined  and  gu.arded  by  that  distinguish- 
lees  of  his  absconding  debtor  in  the  same  suit,  under  I  body  of  men,  by  whom  it  was  framed,  we  find  it 
such  restrictions  as  to  costs,  as  wouh'.  guard  the  lawj  impossible  to  believe,  that,  by  the  indefinite  phrase, 
against  abuse  from  the  insertion  of  trustees,  who   "to  provide  for  tiie  common  defence  and  general 


were  such  only  to  an  inconsiderable  amount. 

The  measures  of  the  national  government  are 


welfare"  in  the  connection  in  which  itis  used,  they 
could  have  imagined  it  to  be  susceptible  of  that 


justly  regarded  as  subjects  of  great  ip.tcrest  to  the   broad  and  sweeping  construction,  whicli  mtist  of 
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necessity  merge  in  it,  and  render  utteiy^  superflu- 
ous, every  special  grant  of  power  in  hat  instru- 
ment.    A  power  to  provide  for  the  gei;ral  welfa,re 
without  restriction  or  limitation,  is  in  :  ct,  a  power 
to  do  wliatever  those,  who  are  invesd   with    it, 
choose  to  consider  promotive  of  thos   objects. — 
This  is  in  truth  the  power  of  a  despot >m,  and  can 
have  no  place  in  a  free  government,  t 
ciple  of  which  is,  tliat  the  pow  ers  del 
lers,  sUall  be  distinctly  and  clearly  d 
mited.     Were  the  phrase  in  question  ■  be  regard- 
ed, even  as  a  delegation  of  power  tc  ;)rovide  for 
the  general  welfare,  jet  on  every  ki  wn  and  ac- 
knowledged principle  of  interpretat)n,  it  would 
be  liable  to  receive  a  strict  construct )n,  and  con- 
sequently could  authorize  only  such  measures  of 
congress,  as  were  in  their  nature  genral,  extend- 
ing direct  benefits  to  every  part  of  th  nation,  and 
not  such  as  were  directly  beneficial  o!y  to  a  part, 
and  to  the  remainder  merely  inciden  fly,  by  pos- 
sibility, or  on  some  remote  and  uuce  tain  contin- 
gency.    The  consequences,  which  niy  naturally 
be  expected  to  rt-sult  from  giving  so  road  and  in- 
definite a  construction  to  this  clause  t  the  consti- 
tution, as  would  authorize  congress  tc«ppropriate 
the  national  rescources  to  mere  objecflof  internal 
improvement,   ought  not  to  be  disregarded  in  u 
consideration  of  this  question.     The  national  re- 


scources, so  applied,  would  generally  be  directed 
to  great  and  imposing  objects  in  those  parts  of  the 
country,  v/hich  were  susceptible  of  t  em  on  that 
extensive  and  magnificent  scale,  whicli  would  gra- 
tify tliose  national  feelings,  which  alvays  have  a 
powerful  influence,  whilst'thosc  v.him  were  less 
adapted  to  gratify  these  feelir.gs,  ahhopgh  of  equal 
or  even  greater  importance,  and  those Lttecting  the 
interests  of  the  smaller  and  more  ren:)tc  sections 
of  the  country,  would  be  either  wliol;  neglected, 
or  receive  less  than  a  proportionate  hare  of  the 
attention  of  the  government. 

Jealousies  and  discord  would  loevi  ably  spring 
from  real  or  supposed  panialily  in  th^  apj)ropria- 
lions  for  these  objects,  and  endanger  hat  general 
harmony,  which  is  intimately  connected  with  na- 
tional  happiness.  It  would  greatly  extend  that  in- 
tUrect  ])ower  and  influence  of  th.e  govemnicnt,  de- 
rived from  its  patronage,  which  ought  always  to 
be  feared,  as  a  principal  source  of  that  intrigue  and 
corruption,  which  has  so  generally,  destroyed  or 
impaired  every  thing  valuable  in  human  govern- 
ment. No  motives  are  discovered,  that  should  in^ 
duce  a  wish,  that  the  constitution  might  i)e  fovmd 
susceptible  of  a  construction,  which  should  autho- 
rize congress  to  expend  the  national  resources  in 
mere  objects  of  internal  improvement,  unless  ac- 
companied by  a  belief,  that  these  objects  would  be 
more  judiciously  and  economically  attained  under 
the  direction  of  the  national,  than  of  the  state  go- 
vernments.    I'.ut  no  facts  or  evidence  are  known 


abuses,  or  the  introduction  or  prescrv.itlon  of  thos^ 
principles  of  economy  in  the  public  concerns, 
v/hich  the  interests  of  the  people  require.  At 
times  this  is  so  obvious,  that  they  are  seen  to  pos- 
sess the  eflVontery  to  endeavor  to  influence  public 
opinion,  by  boldly  affecting  to  hold  up  to  scorn 
every  measure,  having  for  its  object  the  correction 
of  a  wasteful  misuse  of  the  public  resources,  as 
unbecoming  national  dignity;  asif  it  were  possible, 
that  real  national  dignity  and  respectability  could 
acknowledge  any  connection  with  profusion  and 
extravagance. 

It  may  not  seem  probable,  that  this  clause  of 
the  constitution    will  speedily  receive    a  settled 
construction  from  the  national   legislature,  when 
we  consider  the  present  difierer.ee  of  opinion  on 
this  cfuestion,  between  tli£  national  executive  and 
the  legislature,  the  present  state  of  the  national 
treasury,  which  requires  a  restriction,  rather  than 
an  increase  of  expenditure,  and  the  uncertainty  at 
least,  whether  we  are  not  to  experience  still  longer 
a  continued  accumulation  of  the  national  debt,  not- 
witlistandingthe  lapse  of  several  years  of  profoimd 
peace.     Yet  it  cannot  be  imj^roper,  that  public  at- 
tention should  be  now  directed  to  the  consideration 
of  a  provision  of  the  constitution,  supposed  to  vest 
powers  so  extensive  and  indefinite,  and  which  has 
received  a  different  and  irreconcileable  construc- 
tion, from  men,  judging  no  doubt  from  the  purest 
motives,  and  possessing  high  claims  to  public  con- 
fidence for  their  intelligence  and  integrity.     It  can 
neither  be  regarded  as  assuming  nor  improper  in 
the  legislature  of  a  Ktate,  after  giving  that  delibe- 
rate consideration  to  this  question,  which  its  im- 
portance and  difliculty  may  be  thought  to  require, 
to  form  and  bring  to  the  viesv  of  the  other  state  le- 
gislatures,  an  opinion   on  the  question,  whether 
the  power  of  exjieuding  the  national  funds  on  ob- 
jects of  mere  internal  improvement,  has  been  de- 
legated to  the  general  government;  and  if  believed 
to  be  so  delegated,  whether  the  constitution  ought 
not  to  be  so  amended,  as  to  divest  congress  of  this 
power,  orso  directand  regulate  its  exercise,  as  to 
all'urd  security  against  those  evils  which  may  re- 
sult from  it,  and  secure  to  every  part  of  the  nation 
an  impartial   distribution   of  such  appropriations, 
as  may  be  made  for  these  objects. 

SAMUEL  r.ELL. 
Concord,  Jane?,  1822. 
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to  exist,  which  can  be  thought  to  warrant  that  ex- 1  in  this  city  wiliiin  the  period  of  a  month 
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The  strange _fish,  lately  taken  on  the  roast  of  New- 
Jersey,  IS  said  to  be  the  lidsking  .SV/HrA-,  which  usu- 
ally inhabits  the  high  northern  parts  of  the  Atlan- 
tic ocean;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  presence  of 
this  animal  has  given  rise  to  the  various  stories 
about  the  sea-serpent. 

Forty -two  merchants  stopped  payme;;t 


pectation.  In  national  i,'ovtrnments  generally,  (it 
is  hoped  our  own  may  prove  an  exception),  waste 
and  profusion,  corruption  antl  favoritism,  connect 
themselves  with  every  national  undertaking  s.nd 
expenditure.  This  arises  in  part  from  the  exten- 
sion and  complication  of  the  national  concerns, 
which  renders  it  difficult  to  exercise  an  efUcient 
control  over  nuimerotis  und  remote  agent  s,  of  whose 
characters,  conduct  .ind  circumstances,  the  govern- 
ment cannot  always  keep  itself  sufiiciently  inform 


ed:— and  it  arises  in  part  from  a  combination,  ot   cles    as   were  neceFsnry  for    the  factory,  (amou 


an  indirect  kind  at  least,  amongst  those,  who  are 
employed  in,  or  by  the  government,  to  afford  each 
otlier  a  mutual  support  against  the  correction  of 


Col.  1,11071,  The  Arkansas  Gazette  says — col. 
M.  Lyon,  U.  S.  factor  in  the  Cherokee  nation,  ar- 
rived here  in  a  keeM)oat  on  Tuesday  last,  on  his 
return  to  his  station  at  Spadre  Ululf,  on  the  Arkan- 
sas, 140  miles  above  this  place. 

lie  left  home  (Spadre  IJhiff)  on  the  14th  Feb. 
last,  in  a  flat-boat  of  his  own  construction,  loade<l 
with  furs,  peltries,  l^c.  of  his  last  year's  collection, 
for  New-Orleans,  where  he  arrived  safe.  After 
disposing  of  his  cargo,  and  purchasing  such  arti- 


which  is  the  machinery  for  a  cotton-gin  which  he 
is  erecting,  weighing  1400  ll>s.)  he  aacended  the 
Miasissppi  to  the  mouth  of  White  river,  v/h!>re  he 
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stored  his  freight,  and  proceeded  up  to  Kentucky, 

on  a  visit  to  his  connexions — his  stay  with  them, 
liowever,  was  but  sliort.  Fi'oin  thence  he  return- 
ed in  a  keel  boat  in  which  lie  jjiissed  here.  My 
the  expiration  of  three  months  IVom  the  day  lie 
left  h'jme  in  February  last,  he  will  have  arrived 
there  agiin — and  iviil  have  performed  m  that  time, 
a  journey  of  more  tiian  three  thousand  miles. 

During  this  Io:'g  journey,  he  has  undergone 
more  bodily  fatigue  than  could  have  been  expect- 
ed of  a  man  at  his  advanced  age — but  we  couM  not 
discover  that  il  had  in  the  least  affected  his  health. 
On  his  trip  down  the  river,  his  boat  ran  aground 
several  times,  wlien  he  was  always  the  first  man 
to  jump  into  the  water  to  "shove  her  off," — and 
in  ascending,  he  still  insists  on  performing  his  part, 
either  in  rowing,  steermg,  or  cordelling. 

Xj^VVe  notice  the  above  chiefly  to  shew  that  a 
voyage  of  a  few  thousand  miles  on  our  magnificent 
rivers,  lakes,  &c.  amounts  to  little  more  than  the 
excursion  of  a  man  to  visit  his  friends.  The  time 
is  at  hand,  when  greater  things  than  what  is  here 
related  will  happen  amoiig  us.  People  will  go  to 
Michllimackinac  on  parlies  of  pleasure,  to  himt 
and  fish,  and  there  will  be  steam  boats  on  lake  Su 
per;  or. 

Statuary,  The  celebrated  Canova  has  executed 
anew  groupe — Jesus  Christ  dead,  the  virgin  Mary 
and  Mary  Magdalen.  Michael  Angelo  and  othei's 
had  treated  the  same  subject,  but  it  is  said  that  ttie 
work  of  Canova  surpasses  every  precedingatlempc. 

[JV'at.  Gaz. 

Indian  trade.  The  factory  system  was  abolished 
by  an  act  of  the  last  session,  and  the  agent,  to  close' 
up  the  concern,  under  date  "Georgetown,  D.  C. 
June  15,1822,"  has  issued  the  following  advertise- 
ment: 

••Notice  is  hereby  given  to  those  persons  engaged 
in  the  Indian  trade,  that  the  agents,  apjjuinted  in 
pursuance  of  a  late  act  of  congress,  to  take  charg\; 
of  the  goods  remaining  unsold  at  the  United  States' 
factories,  for  carrying  on  trade  with  the  Indians, 
will  be  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  same  to  India's 
traders,  or  others,  for  the  original  cost  of  the  goods 
and  charges.  The  following  statement  exhibits  the 
amount  of  the  goods  on  hand  at  tiie  factories,  re- 
spectively: At  Green  Bay,  §10,800;  at  Chicago, 
§10,300;  at  Prairie  des  Cheins,  §25,400;  at  Fort 
Edwards.  R1 1,950;  at  Fort  Osage,  §16,900;  at  Ar- 
kansaw,  §9,300;  at  the  Sulphur  Fork  of  Red  River, 
gll.OOO;  at  Georgetown,  D.  C.  31,300.  Any  com- 
pany or  individual  disposed  to  purchase  the  wliole 
of  the  goods  on  hand,  at  any  one  or  more  than  one 
of  the  factories,  can  have  them  on  reasonable  terms, 
on  application  by  letter  addressed  to 

GEORGE  GRAHAM,  Agent." 

appointments  in  the  revenue  made  by  and  -with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate, 

INIyndert  M.  Dox,  collector  of  the  customs  for 
the  district,  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the 
port  of  Buffalo  Creek,  N.  York. 

Frederick  Miller,  collector  of  the  customs  and 
inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  district  of  Blakely, 
Alabama. 

Samuel  White,  collector  of  the  customs  and  in- 
pector  of  the  revenue  for  the  district  of  Pearl  Ri- 
ver, Mississippi. 

Ebenezer  Elmer,  collector  of  the  customs  and 
inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  disti-ict  of  Bridge- 
town, New  Jersey. 

James  Williams,  collector  of  the  customs  and  in- 


spector of  le  revenue  for  the  district  of  Sandusky, 
Ohio. 

J'^hn  Drigerfield,  collector  of  the  customs  for 
the  dislrictof  Tappahannock,  Va 

Benjami  Crowninshield,  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms for  th  district  of  Marbleiiead. 

Joh.i  Stivens,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the' 
district  ol'iivannali. 

John  S.  Jogdell,  naval  officer  for  the  port  of 
Cliarleston 

Joseph  S  Pelot,  naval  officer  for  the  port  of  Sa- 
vannah. 

William  Mitchell,  survej'or  and  inspector  of 
the  revenu  for  the  port  of  Swansborough,  North 
Carolina, 

John  G.  lawney,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue  fo  the  port  of  East  Greenwich,  Rhode 
land, 

G.  W.  Bicoe,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the  re- 
venue for  tie  port  ot  Nottingliam,  Maryland. 

William  Wiilard,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue  fo  the  port  of  3ay';)rook,  Connecticut. 

John  Ch'.v,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the  reve- 
nue for  tiieport  of  Havre  de  Gmce. 

James  Ci3'pooie,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue  fir  the  povi  of  Chester 

John  S,  "apscott  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue  fo  tlie  port  of  Yeocomico. 

Valenun;  King,  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  distric  of  Opelousas. 

Bernard  Smith,  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  distric  of  Arkansaw. 

WilhamAylett,  register  of  the  land  office  for  the 
district  ot'St.  Stephens. 

Eldridgf  S,  Greening,  register  of  the  land  office 
for  the  digrict  of  Conecah  court  house. 

Joiin  Millei',  register  of  the  land  office  for  the 
district  of  loward  county. 

Gideon  Fitz,  register  of  the  land  office  fo**  the 
district  conjjosed  of  the  lands  lately  ceded  by  the 
Clioctaw  Indians. 

J  lines  C.  Dickson,  receiver  of  public  moneys 
for  the  same  district. 

I.evin  Wailes,  surveyor  of  the  publiclands  soutU 
of  Tennessee. 

Richard  M.  Chapman,  collector  of  internal  revB' 
nue  for  the  20th  district  of  Virginia. 

Charles  Miles,  collector  internal  revenue  for  the 
9th  district  of  Ohio. 

Thos.  Wiiitesicie,  collector  internal  revenue  for 
the  1,0th  district  of  Peiins>  Ivaiua 

Frederick  Jenkins,  appraiser  of  goods  in  the  cus- 
tom house  of  New  York. 
,^pfj')infiiieii!s  made  since  the  adjournment  of  congress. 

John  Biddle,  register  of  tlie  land  olHce  for  the 
district  of  Detroit, 

Samuel  Ayer,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the, re- 
venue for  the  port  of  Eastport. 

Benjamin  B.  B:iker,  surveyor  and  inspector  of 
the  revenue  fru-  the  port  of  South  Quay. 

William  Armstead,  'nirveyor  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue  for  the  port  of  Hampton. 

George  McGlassin,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue  for  the  port  of  St.  Johns,  district  of  St. 
Augustine. 

William  B.  T3'ler,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue  for  the  pi^rt  of  Dumfries,  Va. 

Samuel  F.  Deiiiiison,  surveyor  and  inspector  of 
the  revenue  for  the  port  of  Stonington,  Connecti- 
cut. 

Mark  Harden,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
district  of  Appalachlcola. 
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Mn.  Ri-s-i ell's  reply  to  Mr.  \clams' remarks,  oc 
ciipies  a  considerable  portion  of  the  present  .sheet, 
.ind  is  entitled  to  and  will  receive  the  attention  of 
our  pciliticians  and  statesmen — for  the  manner  and 
matter  of  the  whole  aflair  is  of  more  than  ordinary 
interest. 

Q:j="The  bank  of  the  U.  States  has  declared  a  divi- 
deiid  of  two  and  one  quarter  per  cent  for  the  last 
six  montlis.  Mr.  (;heves  having-  publicly  notified 
his  intention  of  retiring^  from  the  presidency,  Mr. 
Gallatin  is  spoken  of  as  his  successor. 

The  operations  of  this  institution  have  clearly 
verified  our  prediclions  at  the  time  when  the  mania 
Khout  its  stock  prevailed— we  said  that  it  could  not 
be  expected  to  divide  more  than  five  per  cent,  pet 
iiniutin,  surely  not  more  than  six,  on  account  of  its 
large  capital  and  jiompous  establishment.  It  was 
some  time  since  officially  declared  that  the  stock 
h:id  been  made  whole — and  this  dividend  of  two 
:iiul  one  quarter  per  cent,  or  4A  per-cent.  per  ann. 
is  the  highest  tiiat  has  been  since  declared. 

PniNrlPLKS    ANT)    ACTS  OF  THE    IlKVOHTTION.       The 

publication  of  the  volume  thus  entitled,  was  made 
k'nown  sometime  ago.  It  has  been  forwarded,  as 
we  believe,  to  all  t!ie  subscribers  as  was  directed 
by  them,  though  not  yet,  perhaps,  been  received 
by  all.  If  any  have  been  neglected,  they  will  please 
to  inform  the  editor  of  it.  A  few  copies  remain  on 
sale,  and  a  few  only.  The  edition  was  a  small  one, 
for  it  was  not  a  money-making  scheme:  its  design 
was  the  preservation  of  fugitive  pieces  passing  to 
oblivion,  and  to  furnish  an  inducement  to  those 
who  love  the  principles  of  the  revolution  to  give 
such  papers  as  may  be  in  their  possession  some 
permanent  form — to  serve  as  landmarks  for  poste- 
rity, and  so  perpetuate  them  to  the  latest  genera- 
tioiis,  for  the  benertt  of  mankind.  The  editor  did 
not  expect  a  profit  from  his  undertaking — and 
"blessed  are  they  who  expect  nothing-."  but  he 
licped  that  he  plight  do  some  good,  and  flatters 
himself  that  he  will  not  be  disappointed. 

Mil.  Hexht  Clat.  This  distinguished  statesman 
has  been  prevailed  tipon  by  his  friends  again  to 
offer  himself  for  seat  in  congress,  and  it  is  believed 
that  he  will  be  elected  without  opposition.  At  a 
dinner  lately  given  to  Mr.  Leigh,  the  commissioner 
from  Mrginia,  Mr.  C.  gave  the  following  volunteer 
toast — ''The  improved  hemp-breaker — Vlay  it  ])rove 
a  new  tie  to  the  different  parts  of  the  union;  and  a 
new  source  of  wealth  to  our  country." 

AwEnicATv  ATLAS.  Mcssrs.  Carey  St  Lee,  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, have  now  nearly  ready  for  publication, 
an  American  Atlas,  on  the  pl;in  of  Lavoisne.  The 
maps  and  charts  are  well  executed,  and  the  geo- 
graphical and  statistical  matter  that  accompanies 
them  is  of  great  value.  The  editors  have  spared 
iio  pains  or  expense  to  bring  out  this  splendid  work 
in  the  best  possible  manner,  and  we  trust  that  the 
]iatronage  of  the  public  will  amply  reward  their 
laudable  enterprize. 

The  4th  number  of  Tanner's  superb  atlas  is  also 
tiow  published — the  delay  has  been  caused  tjy  tlu- 
correction  of  many  very  important  errors  faufid  ta: 
A-oi,.  XXl^ f9. 


have  existed  on  the  best  maps  of  the  interesting  re- 
gions beyond  the  Mississippi.  This  number  con- 
tains a  map  of  North  America,  on  four  sheets. 

The  success  of  works  of  this  sort  shews  public 
improvement — and  if  the  people  of  the  United 
States  would  strive  to  ascertain  the  capacities  of 
their  own  country  much  more  than  they  do — thc^ 
luould  not  be  any  the  -worse  for  it. 


A  NEW  wonic.  Proposals  are  issued  by  Mr.  J.  A. 
ningliam,  for  printing  a  volume  to  contain  the  de- 
claration of  independence,  the  articles  of  confede- 
ration, the  consilitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
inaugural  addresses,  public  speeches  and  messages 
of  all  the  presidents  of  the  United  States,  the  fare- 
well address  of  Washington,  and  portraits  of  those 
who  have  presided  over  tlie  affairs  of  the  republic- 
It  is  estimated  that  the  volume  will  contain  between 
6  and  700  pages,  and  the  price  is  to  be  g3.50  in 
boards,  §4  bound,  payable  on  delivery.  Wc  heartily 
wish  success  to  ^ny  work  that  extends  the  amount 
of  what  may  be  called  documentary  knowledge,that 
things  may  be  compared  with  things,  and  the  public 
mind  be  enlightened  thereby. 

PniVATEKTiiNo.  A  valuable  vessel,  the  schooner 
Elizabeth,  of  Georgetown,  Dist.Col.  on  her  passage 
home  from  Laguira,  has  been  captured  by  a  priva- 
teer and  sent  into  Porto  Rico.  Four  stout  vessels 
have  been  fitted  out  in  this  island  for  the  purpose 
of  capturing  all  vessels  coming  from  the  ports  on 
the  Main,  in  possession  of  the  patriots — these  beinv^ 
declared  in  a  state  nf  blockade. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Hornet  was  off  St.  John's,  Porto 
Rico,  on  the  6th  of  June,  and  sent  a  boat  ashore. 
It  is  believed  that  she  had  subsequently  re-captured 
an  American  brig  and  schooner  that  had  been  taken 
by  one  of  these  privateers. 

Pirateering  goes  on  with  increased  extent  and 
success  from  Cuba,  and  the  small  islands  and  kej  s 
adjacent.  A  French  brig,  with  a  cargo  wortfi 
150,000  dollars,  and  several  valuable  British  vessels 
were  recently  taken  by  them.  The  goods  are  dis- 
posed of  at  very  small  prices  in  some  of  the  ports 
of  Cuba.  The  wretches  hung  the  mate  of  the 
French  brig. 

It  is  reported  at  Havana,  that  about  20  men,  of 
the  crew  of  one  of  our  vessels,  who  had  been  land- 
ed at  Cape  Antonio  to  pursue  some  pirates  on  shore, 
were  attacked  by  a  party  of  mountaineers,  and  all 
killed. — This  is  improbable. 

(Xj' H'e  have  a  horrid  detail  of  the  particulars  that 
took  place  when  the  Aurilla,  from  Baltimore  fop 
New-Orleans,  was  boarded  by  the  pirates — and, 
shocking  as  it  is  to  humanity,  we  shall  give  it  a 
place  in  our  next. 

Between  privateering  and  pirateering,  it  appears 
probable  that  all  the  small  vessels  belonging  to  ouf 
navy  will  have  enough  to  do  in  the  West  India 
seas.  It  is  forever  to  be  regretted  that  our  own 
.Jrtigans  haveafTorded  the  shadow  of  an  excuse  fOc 
these  things. 

Captaix  PAUTniDCE,  who  so  long  si»i:erint€ndecl 
the  U.  S.  academy  at  vVest  Point,  hss  built  up  a 
similar  institution  on  his  own  account,  at  Norwich, 
Vermont.     He  lutely  mArched  his  pupils  t.o  C-qn^ 
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cord,  N.  II.  where  they  were  most  kindly  received 
by  the  citizens,  reviewed  by  gov.  Bell,  and  treated 
■w'itii  distinguished  respect.  The  young  ladies  ot 
the  town  presented  them  with  a  flag. 


DrrxoMATic  missiotts.  In  our  last  paper,  speak- 
ing of  the  average  annviwl  cost  of  the  diplomatic 
missions  of  the  United  States,  we  made  a  general 
remark  tjjvit  that  average  was,  perhaps,  less  than 
what  other  govt- rnmeiits  disbursed  on  account  of 
a  single  mission.  Since  then  we  have  noticed 
the  following,  extracted  from  a  London  paper  of 
June  11,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  British  estab 
lishment  at  the  court  of  Vienna,  costs  that  nation 
more  than  the  average  of  our  whole  expenditure 
for  twenty  years  past! 

"The  sum  of  our  expenses  for  ambassadors,  en- 
voy?, and  different  kinds  of  foreign   ministers  in 
1792,  wa'?  .£88,346:  In  1821  it  is  .£171,489  or  near- 
,ly  double:  In  1792,  the  general  expenses  of  the 
French    embassy    were    ^9,460:    now    they   are 
£14,5.55.     At  the  former  period,  the   Austrian  en- 
voy and  his  establishment  cost  £5,300:  now,  our 
ambassador  at  that  court,  consumes  £14,989!     Onr 
envoy  extraordinary  at  Lisbon  in  1792,  was  3,432/: 
now  we  have  only  a  secretary  of  legation,  who  yet 
expends  for  us  2,299/.     We  had  in  Switzerland,  in 
1792,  a  minister  plenipotentiary  at  1,575/.  per  an- 
num.    On  the  return  of  peace,  there  was  only  a  se- 
cretary of  legation  at  500/.  who,  as  charge  d'affairs, 
received  about  1,095/.  more,  making  in  the  whole, 
with  422/.  incidental,  2,017/.     This  was  pretty  well. 
But  now  comes  the  appointment  of  the  young  mi- 
nisterial recruit.     Henry  Watkin  Williams  Wynn 
is  to  receive,  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  to    the   Swiss    cantons — in    s:dary 
3,900/  per  annum;  outfit,  1,500/.-,  secretary  of  lega- 
tion,  500/.  per  annum— sum  total   for  first   year, 
5,900/. !! ! !  ! 

(^yOne  may  well  wonder  at  the  expense  of  the 
mission  to  Sraizerland,  with  which  Great  Britain 
has  so  little  communication,  if  it  is  not  recollected, 
that  the  thing  was  got  up  to  give  a  snug  place  to 
a  youth,  the  son  of  a  person  of  great  wealth  and 
parliamentary  influence — electing,  1  believe,  about 
six  members  of  tlie  house  of  commons  himself!  The 
cost  of  this  mission  (5,900/,)  or  26,196  doll.ars,  is 
more  than  the  salary  paid  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States— which  some  people  think  is  higher 
than  it  ought  to  be. 


for  the  accommodation  of  the  carpenters  and  all 
descriptions  of  mechanics.  The  building  is  about 
80  feet  high,  and  covers  7-8  of  an  acre  of  ground. 
The  irame  contains  more  than  4500  diflerent  piecea 
of  timber  and  joists,  and  it  has  probably  the  most 
capacious  interior  of  any  edifice  in  the  union.  It  is 
calculated  that  the  roof  will  require  more  than  % 
million  of  shingles  to  cover  it." 


Labort^o  ^rACHi.vES.  Mr.  Owen  calculated  that 
the  labor  of  400  millions  of  workmen  would  be  re- 
quired to  produce  the  British  goods  of  all  sorts 
now  manufactured  with  the  aid  of  machinery. 


Navai..     Tt  appears  to  be  the  intention  of  the  na\'y 
board  to  build  "ship  houses"  at  all  the  navy  yards, 
in  which  our  vessels  will  be  built,  and  also  preserv- 
ed until  it  is  desirable  to  launch  them.     This  is 
truly   an   economical    proceeding — the  men    can 
work  on  wet  days  as  well  as  on  dry  days,  in  winter 
nearly  as  well  as  in  summer,  and  the  ships  will  be 
thus  belter  kept  under  cover  than  in  .any  other  way. 
One  of  these  houses,  capable  of  covering  a  ship  of 
the^hne  on  the  stocks,  has  been  erected  at  Philad?!- 
phia,  and  another  was  spoken  of.     The  following 
brief  description  of  the  house  at  Charlestown  [near 
Boston]  will  gratify  the  public  curiosity — "A  new 
and  extensive  ship-house  has  been  erected  at  the 
navy  yard,  f  jr  the  purpose  of  containing  within  its 
spacious  area,  a  new  lineof  battle  ship,  the  ribs  of 
which  are  now  preparing.     This  house  is  to  have 
large  and  ccmmodious  work-shops  on  both  wings, 


laELAxn.     A  writer  in  the  Washington  City  Ga- 
zette suggests  it,  .as  the   best  and  most  eifectual 
mode  of  relieving  the  distresses  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, to  charter  vessels  to  bring  to   the   United 
States  such  distressed  families  as  sliall  be  willing 
to  come    and  obtain  permanent  relief  by  their  labor 
in  the  prairies  ,in  the  west,  &c.     This  is  like  ano- 
ther favorite  project  of  the  humane — in  which  a 
zeal  for  the  purpose  runs  away  with  a  consideration 
of  its  practicability.  Suppose  that  v/e  should  freight 
20  ships  and  provision  them  to  bring  6000  passen- 
gers across  the  Atlantic,  300  each  ship  in  a  year — 
what  would  it  cost  us  before  these  6000  persons 
were  located,  by  our  care,  on  the  western  prairies, 
and  what  elfect  v/ould  such  an  amount  of  people 
have  on  those  that  remained  in  Ireland?     Would  it 
really  diminish  the  number  of  persons,  or  only  make 
room  for   population   further  to   press  upon    the 
means  of  subsistence — or,  if  it  caused  actual  dimi- 
nution, would  the  force  of  it  be  felt  on  the  nation 
any  more  than  the  loss  of  a  drop  of  water  from  a 
bucket  full?     These  questions  are  asked,  because 
the  object  of  the  writer  seems  to  be  a  relief  of  the 
whole,  by  the  removal  of  a  part  of  the  excessive 
population  of  this  ill-fated  country.    It  is  true,  that 
6000  young  and  healthy  Irish  persons  brought  an- 
nually to  the  United  States,  would  powerfully  in- 
crease our  papulation  by  their  early  marriages  and 
natural  product — but  it  is  to  me  very  doubtful  whe- 
ther their  remaining  at  home,  would  not  serve  as  a 
check  on  the  population  of  their  own  country  equal 
to  the  impulse  that  they  mig'at  give  to  the  popula- 
tion of  this.     So  it  is  that  we  may  build  up  a  colony 
of  free  blacks  in  Africa  and  cause  even  the  estab> 
lishment  of  a  powerful  nation  there,  without  aflect- 
ing  the  quantity  of  blacks  that  otherwise  would 
have  existed  in  the  United  States.     I  am  satisfied 
that  of  all  the  Europeans,  Africans  or  Asiatics  and 
their  descendants,  that  ever  lived  or  are  noiv  living 
in  tlie  United  States — about  30  millions  perhaps  in 
the  whole,  not  more  than  400,000  were  immigrants, 
or  imported,  from  the  first  settlement  of  our  coun- 
try to  the  present  day.     What  effect  then,  could 
this  small  aggregate,  in  the  lapse  of  200  years,  hare 
had  upon  the  teeming  millions  that  have  died  dur- 
ing that  time,  or  are  .still  living  in  the  vast  regions 
from  which  they  were  dr.awn?     Such  emigration 
may  just  as  easily  have  tended  to  increase  the  po- 
pulation of  those  regions  as  to  its  diminution. 


Nr.w-HAMPsninE.  In  our  last  paper  we  inserted 
the  message  of  gov.  Bell  to  the  legislature  of  thia 
state,  as  presenting  many  interesting  political  views 
of  important  subjects.  The  following  report  has 
been  made  to  the  senate  on  one  of  the  matters 
urged  for  consideration  by  Mr.  Bell: 

!«The  committee  on  so  much  of  the  governor's 
message  as  relates  to  the  powers  of  congress, 
touching  internal  improvements,  reports  as  the 
opinion  of  said  committee — 

That  the  welfare  of  the  United  States  depends 
essentially  on  a  strict  adherence  to  the  principles 
of  (he  federal  and  state  constitutions,  which  are 
limited,  and  can  in  no  case  be  transcended  with  safe- 
ty to  the  union.    To  investigate,  however,  and  ex- 
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pound  Ihe  principles  of  the  federal  constitution 
and  define  the  authority  of  congress  resulting 
from  itwiti)  reg'ardto  any  of  its  lejij'itimate  objects, 
would  require  more  time  and  labor  than  the  term 
of  the  present  session  can  afford.  But,  without 
reference  to  t!u*  extent  of  constitutional  power  in 
the  general  government,  t!ie  committee  is  persuad- 
ed tliat  the  application  of  revenue  to  the  objects 
of  mere  internal  improvement,  or  any  objects  but 
such  as^the  exigencies  of  the  United  States  impe- 
Houslj  demand,  till  the  national  debt  sliall  h:ive 
been  extinguished  or  greatly  diminished,  would  be 
impolitie,  and  subversive  of  the  true  interest  of 
the  people.  The  committee  therefore  recommend 
tlie  following  resolution'!: 

Jicsolveil,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
express  any  opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  the  pow- 
ers  vested  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
relative  to  internal  improvements. 

Resohied,  Thiit  the  senators  and  representatives 
in  congress  from  this  state  be  requested  to  oppose 
tlie  application  of  revenue  to  internal  improve, 
menls,  or  to  any  object  not  imperiously  demanded 
^)y  the  exigencies  of  the  general  government,  till 
the  national  debt  shall  /iiive  been  extirtguishad." 

These  resolves  were  passed,  and  the  preamble 
adopted,  without  a  division. 

The  ANiTUAL  T.TAKTXATioy  at  the  J^Jilitary  Jlcnde- 
my  at  West  Point,  closed  on  the  first  inst.  The 
hoard  of  visitors  consisted,  on  this  occasion,  ©f  gen. 
Bernard,  general  Cadwallader,  gen.  Swift,  profes- 
sor Silliman,  col.  Totten,  and  capt.  LeConte.  Gen. 
Izard  and  professor  Nolle  were  also  named  but  did 
Dot  attend.  The  five  cadets  most  distinguished  in 
each  class  whose  names  are  to  be  inserted  in  the 
army  register,  are  of  the  following  names: 

First  c/ass,— George  Button,  of  Con.;  .Joseph 
Mansfield,  do.;  C.  G.  Smith,  do.;  Thomas  Injalls, 
of  N.  Y.;  and  Horace  Rliss,  of  N.  H. 

Second  class. — Alfred  Mordecai,  of  Xn.;  Reuben 
Holmes,  of  Con.;  Geo.  C.  Richards,  of  N.  Y.;  Geo. 
9.  Green,  of  R  I.  and  S.  Southerland  of  N.  C. 

Third  c/<;-fP._Dennis  H.  Mahan,  of  Va.;  Robt.  P. 
Parrot,  of  N.  H.;  J.  K.  Findlay,  of  Penn.;  J.  W.  A. 
Smith,  of  Me.  and  Nap.  B.  Bennet,  of  Pa. 

Fourth  class. — Alex.  D.  Bache,  of  Penn.;  Horace 
Smith,  of  N.  Y.;  M.  R  T.  Harrison,  of  Geo.;  Peter 
M'Martin.of  N.  Y.  and  T.  S.  Brown,  of  N.  Y. 

Pavks  or  MASSAcnrsETTs.  We  have  the-annual 
table  sliewing  the  state  of  the  banks  in  the  com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  rendered  in  June 
last.  There  are  thirty-three  banks,  many  particu- 
lars about  each  of  which  are  stated.  We  have  not 
room  for  the  table;  but  in  giving  wh.it  is  reported 
of  the  first  and  last  banks  on  the  list,  a  tolerably 
correct  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  general  condi- 
tion of  those  institutions. 

Rank  of  Massachusetts:  capital  §800,000;  real 
estate  29,000;  debts  due  to  bank  Rl, 178,171  59; 
deposites  ."26,885  88;  bills  in  circulation  225,425; 
specie  66,155  79;  bills  of  other  banks  54,399;  last 
dividend  at  the  rate  of  3  1-5  per  centum;  deposites 
in  other  hanks  49,000. 

Vranklin  bank — a  country  establishment:  capital 
§50,000;  real  estate  500;  debts  due  to  bank  28,309; 
•deposites  1,910;  bills  in  circulation  37,311;  specie 
16,411  80;  bills  of  other  banks  5,696;  deposites  in 
other  banks  43,776.  This  last  is  said  to  be  specie 
in  the  Boston  banks. 

The  banks  just  named  are  quite  as  well,  if  not 

much  better  conditioned  than  the  rest,  especially 

he  last.    Pn  g'enar  aV,  fhe  ttmonnt  of  specie  on  h'sfid 


is  less  than  a  fourth,  or  about  a  fifth  part  of  the 
amount  of  the  bills  in  circulation. 

Bank  Umtek  States,  July  1,  18^2. 
To  the  stockholders  of  thu  bunk  of  the  United  Slates. 

I  conceive  it  to  be  my  tluty  to  announce  to  you, 
at  this  time,  that  I  intend  at  the  end  of  the  present: 
year,  to  retire  from  the  station  with  which  you  have 
honored  me.  For  reasons  which  it  would  be  use- 
less, if  not  impertinent,  to  mention  here,  it  was  my 
desire  lo  have  done  so  very  soon  after  I  enterad 
upon  the  duties  ofthe  ofTtce.  But  I  owed  it  to  yoii 
and  to  the  country,  which  was  deeply  co.icemed 
in  the  fate  ofthe  bank,  to  hold  the  station  until  I 
could  surrender  it  undercircujistances  wiiicli  would 
enable  you  deliberately  and  with  a  full  knowledge 
ofthe  situation  ofthe  institution,  to  chojse  a  suc- 
cessor; and  until  the  bank  should  be  placed  in  a 
state  iu  wliich  a  change  could  be  made  with  safety 
and  without  alarm.  Tiiere  is,  in  my  opinion,  no 
longer  any  thing  in  the  situation  of  it,  which  can 
make  a  change  di.'iicultor  injurious  to  the  interests 
ofthe  bank,  and  therefore  no  dui.y  on  my  part  lo 
forbear  the  gratification  of  a  wish  I  huve  long  anx- 
iously indulged.  My  determination  to  retire  is  fix- 
ed and  unchangeable,  and  I  have  therefore  given 
this  early  aufl  public  notice  of  it,  that  you  may  have 
full  time  for  the  selectio.i  of  a  fit  person  to  suo 
ceed  me. 

You  will,  on  the  second  of  September  next,  have 
an  opportunity  of  investigating  the  affairs  and  be- 
coming fully  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the 
bank.  You  will,  then,  too,  have  an  opportunity  of 
conferring  with  each  other  on  the  selection  of  my 
successor;  and  to  give  the  freer  and  fuller  scope  to 
your  choice,  I  will  resign  my  office  a  few  days  be- 
fore the  next  election  of  directors,  in  order  that^ 
should  you  wish  to  select  any  member  of  the  pre- 
sent board,  who  may  have  served  three  terms  in 
succession,  and,  therefore,  not  be  re-eligible,  un- 
less he  be  president  at  the  time,  you  may  use  your 
influence  to  have  him  previously  elected  to  that  of- 
fice, and  thus  rendered  re  eligible, 

Lajigdow  Cheves. 

SALT-PETni;.  Mr.  Sajl,  the  celebrated  chemist, 
a  nativ;;  of  Pergola,  in  the  states  of  the  church,  is 
now  here.  He  has  received  from  the  viceroy  of 
Egypt  a  present  of  luO.OOO  crowns  and  the  title  of 
bey,  for  having  discovered  a  method  of  producing 
saU-pelre,  without  the  assisstance  of  firf,  by  the 
mere  heat  of  the  sun.  Previous  to  this,  every  hun- 
dred weight  of  sah-petre  cost  the  viceroy  ten 
crowns,  wliich  is  reduced  to  one  crown  by  the  nevf 
method.  The  manufactory  erected  by  M.  Raffi,  in 
the  great  square  of  Memphis,  has  furnished,  within 
the  last  year,  8500  cwt.  salt-petre;  an  Egyptian  cwt. 
is  equal  to  an  English  cwt.  We  learn  from  the  same 
chemist,  that  the  viceroy  has  sent  for  2000  negroes 
from  the  interior  of  Africa,  who  are  at  present  dis- 
ciplined according  to  the  European  feishion. 

Land,  pap. 

Imprisonment  for  debt,  Lexington,  C Kentucky,  \ 
June  18,  The  bank  of  the  United  States,  by  their 
counsel,  a  few  days  before  the  close  of  the  late 
term  of  the  federal  court  in  this  place,  moved  the 
court  to  instruct  the  clerk  to  issue  on  application 
the  writ  of  ca  sa,  the  law  of  the  state  abolishing 
the  writ  notwithstanding. 

The  motion  for  the  bank  was  argued  by  Mr.Clay, 
who  replied,  that,  by  the  constitution,  the  congress 
of  the  United  States  had  the  power  ia,  regulate 
the  pre?ei»  »f  tfj-  cofrt,  and  Xk»X  th«y  bad  done 
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so,  and  read  various  statutes  of  the  United  States 
on  the  subject.  He  however  deciined  an  argu- 
ment, of  what  would  be  the  elTect  or  mode  of 
the  execution  of  sucli  process  under  the  existing 
laws. 

^Ir.  Monroe  argued  the  question  in  opposition, 
and  contended  tliat  personal  liberty  and  tlie  right 
of  locomotion,  as  airected  or  to  be  affected  by  con- 
tract, was  matter  exclusively  of  state  regulation, 
and  the  state  government  h;id  as  much  power  to 
exempt  the  person  of  the  debtor  from  the  credi- 
tors, as  they  had  to  exempt  his  lands,  or  the  bed 
and  oXher  liiUe  fuiTafurci  necessary  for  keeping  a 
family  together;  the  former  of  wliich  was  former- 
ly, and  the  latter  lately,  had  been  exempted  from 
sale.  He  also  replied,  that  congress  had  not  regu- 
lated the  process  of  the  court  of  the  United  States 
otherwise,  than  that  they  should  be  such  as  was 
used  in  the  state  courts,  and  that  all  changes  made 
by  state  authority,  operated  as  a  change  into  the 
federal  courts. 

The  court  overruled  the  motion — the  circuit 
judge  giving  it  as  his  opionion  tiiat  congress  had 
not  so  regulated  the  process  of  the  court  as  to  not 
leave  it  subject  to  state  legislation.  The  district 
judge  expressed  a  decided  opinion  upon  the  sta- 
tutes, but  said  the  usage  of  the  court,  since  its  es- 
tablishment, having  been  to  regard  the  state  sta- 
tutes,  on  the  subject  of  execution,  he  would  Rot 
disturb  the  practice. 

.  Subsequently,  by  agreement  between  Mr.  Clay 
and  other  counsel  for  the  defendant,  in  one  case 
designed  to  be  embraced  in  t  Je  motion,  an  adjourn- 
ed case  was  made,  which  will  be  speeilily  deter- 
mined by  the  supreme  court.  The  question  is  an  in- 
teresting one  to  those  debtors  who  are  so  unfortu- 
nate as  to  have  been  sued  in  this  court. 

[  Commentator. 

PATENT  HAY  AND  GRAIN  UAKE. 
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Messrs.  Pennock  and  Pierce,  of  Kennet  Square, 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  have  lately  patented, 
and  used  during  the  last  and  present  season,  a  horse 
rake  for  gathering  hay  or  grain,  into  wind-rows  or 
heaps,  as  desired.  The  plan  of  this  machine  is  un- 
commonly simple,  and  one  of  them  may  be  made  by 
any  rough  carpenter,  or  person  accustomed  to  the 
use  of  tools.  The  price  of  this  rake  complete,  in- 
cluding the  patent  right,  will  not  exceed  ten  dollars, 
or  for  the  patent  rigiit,  two  dollars  only. 

We  have  seen  this  machine  in  operation;  it  does 
the  work  quite  as  well,  if  not  much  better,  than  it 
is  genf;rally  performed  by  the  hand  rake,  and,  with 
one  man  and  a  horse,  it  is  believed  that  it  will  do 
the  labor  of  ten  or  twelve  men.  Its  advantages 
over  the  common  horse  rake  are  very  important, 
equal  to  a  saving  of  one  half  of  the  time;  because, 
with  this  rake,  the  horse  proceeds  continually  on, 


the  hay  or  grain  being  discharged  at  pleasure,  and 
without  any  stoppage  or  impediment;  by  the  mean'* 
of  wliich  facility,  also,  it  passes  over  any  obstruc- 
tion that  may  happen  to  be  in  a  field.  The  simpli- 
city,  utility,  and  cheapness  of  this  instrument,  rcn- 
ders  it  an  object  highly  to  be  desired  by  agricultu- 
rists, for  its  saving  of  labor  in  hay-makinq  time, 
when  laborers  are  always  so  much  wanted. 

AVooLLEy  Ma:»ufact0ues.  The  following  table 
of  tiie  aggregrate  value  of  woollen  manufactures, 
exported  from  Great  Britain  in  the  year  ending  5th 
of  January,  1822,  gives  a  curious  view  of  the  im- 
mense extent  of  the  English  trade  in  that  article:. 
Ilussia  ;S6G,12S     1     3 

Sweden  20    0    0 

Norway  8,217    0    7 

Denmark  4,737     1     0 

Prussia  11,913  15     6 

Germany  565,567     8     9 

Holland'  134,3.57     1     9 

Flanders  117,465     8     6 

France  1,205  14  11 

Portugal,  Azores  and  Madeira  387,093  19    7 

Spain'and  the  Canaries  23,715  19     6 

Gibraltar'  121,624  10    0 

Italy  198,185  IS     0 

Malta  8,282    0     6 

The  Ionian  Islands  173     6     6 

Turkey  and  the  Levant  5,762     0     0 

Ireland.  931,294  18     5 

Island  of  Man  4,518  12     0 

Guernsey,  Jersey  and  .Mderney  35,130  15    0 

The  East  Indies  and  China  1,421.649  16    -2 

New  Holland  14,165  12    4 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  4.3,238  17     9 

Rarbary  and  Morocco  2,033  10     0 

Coast  of  AA-ica  5,509     7     0 

United  States  of  America  1.980,475     4    9 

British  provinces  in  North  Am.  220,044     1     8 

British  West  Indies  180,363  11     1 

Foreign  West  Indies,  including  re- 
stored colonies  49,848  15     1 
The  Brazils                                            322,362     0     6 
The  Spanish  and  other  colonies  on 

the  continent  of  America  224,091     5     0 


Total  to  all  parts  of  the  world,      i£7,395,175  17 


N-iTioNAL  roLicY.  The  following  is  an  extract 
of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  editor,  by  a  distinguish- 
ed gentleman  of  one  of  the  middle  states.  It  may 
do  some  good  to  insert  it,  (though  not  designed  for 
publication),  accompanied  with  some  remarks. 

"Your  exertions  to  leiid  our  general  government 
into  the  adoption  of  home  manufactures  and  com. 
merce,  are  beyond  all  praise; — the  idea  of /ree  trade, 
&c.  Is  but  a  mere  catch-word:  rve  shall  not  effect 
it,  nor  is  it  desirable;  we  have  an  empire  at  home, 
and  why  not  keep  our  money  and  exchange  it  for 
the  encouragement  and  supply  of  our  own  growers 
anil  manufacturers,  instead  of  sending  it  to  Liver- 
pool  for  salt  and  crockery,  and  to  China  for  silks 
and  nankins,  and  all  the  rest  of  our  mischievous 
and  wasting  trade! 

"If  our  government  want  revenue,  let  them  pro- 
tect and  encourage  our  people  in  their  industry,  and 
then  they  will  not  be  frightened  with  direct  taxes; 
after  all,  not  so  deceptive  and  unequal  as  the  indi- 
rect. But  thirty  years  of  an  unnatural  state  of  the 
world,  has  swept  not  only  the  currency  of  the 
country  into  commercial  cities  and  foreign  deal- 
ings, but  has  created  a  host  of  creatures  whose 
only  creed  and  interest  lie  in  the  ctrcle  of  banks,. 
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stocks  and  sliips.  Banks,  bankers,  stock  jobbers, 
fchippers,  merciiants,  Siilary-nien,  and  lastly,  the 
deluded  agriculcuralisls,  have  all  put  their  forces 
togv.t!ier  to  rivet  on  us  this  baneful  and  shameful 
policy.  Tltut,  lio.vever,  which  a  wise  and  provident 
and  lionest  policy  could  have  averted,  without  any 
violent  or  unnatural  measure,  I  mean  «'dire  ne- 
cessity," will  at  lust  resuscitate  our  country;  but 
experience  is  a  dear  school.  Had  the  double  du- 
ties on'ij  have  been  continued  in  1815,  oar  country 
now  would  have  exhibited  a  scene  of  universal  ac- 
tivity and  prosperity;  and  the  revenue  or  the  sources 
of  revenue,  have  suffered  no  diminution.  Wheii 
will  our  merchants,  bankers  and  shippers,  find  out 
that  their  true  interest  lies  in  carrying  on  the  ex- 
changes of  the  counivy,  produced  by  its  unrestricted 
industry — 1  mean  restrictions  by  foreign  competi- 
tion. If  oar /aciiUics  had  been  fairly  dealt  with,  ■we 
now  should,  besides  supplying  our  own  wants  and 
ht'mg  independent,  have  occupied  the  commerce  of 
the  South  American  re])ublics  with  our  manufac- 
tures— surplus  manvfaccures,  which  always  combine 
in  t'lem  the  growers  and  producers,  Sec  of  the  raw 
materials  1  mean  the  planters  and  farmers.  But 
I  write  and  think  always  on  this  subject  with  too 
mucli  feeling  to  be  quite  rational;  I  heg  you,  how- 
ever, to  go  on  and  reason,  until  even  cottcn-grow 
ers,  ajid  Cluna-merchants,  and  stock  jobbers,  and 
lastly,  our  deceivedyhr«ie)s  and  even  professional 
men,  maybe  converted" 

EDITOIIIAL  DErJAHKS. 

It  has  clearly  appeared  to  my  mind,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  what  has  been  descriptively  called  the  grain- 
gro~Mng  sections  of  the  United  States,  have  nearly 
shaken  ofT  their  delusions  and  are  prepared  to 
raise  up  a  stable  revenue,  that  a  crook  of  "Alexan- 
der the  deliverer's"  finger,  or  a  nod  of  the  head  of 
*'my  lord  of  Londonderry"  cannot  impair;  but  they 
cannot  do  this  until  the  consumer  is  placed  along- 
side of  the  producer,  and  a  stable  market  is  estab- 
lished. If  there  is  a  surplus  after  the  supply'  of 
this  market,  it  will  find  vent  without  expensive 
embassies,  comraercial  treaties,  and  political  em- 
barrassments with  the  powers  of  Europe;  whose 
interest  is  opposed  to  our  interest,  and  whose  dis- 
positions and  objects  are  at  open  war  with  ours. 
There  is  no  rightful  or  natural  affinity  bet  .veen  re- 
publics and  monarchies — their  purposes  are  the 
antipodes  of  one  another. 

The  home-market  is  that  which  every  sound 
statesman  mainly  regards.  We  see  that  it  is  so 
much  attended  to  in  Europe,  as  even  to  prohibit 
the  import  of  bread,  "the  staff  of  life,"  unless  when 
a  semi  famine  prevails.  England  will  not  recei  e 
French  grain,  though  it  might  be  supplied  for  half 
the  price  at  which  the  British  agriculturalist  can 
furnish  it;  and  France  rejects  numerous  f^nglish 
manufactures,  which,  (according  to  the  doctrine 
urged  for  our  observance),  she  could  much  more 
advantageously  bu}'  than  fabricate  for  herself.  But 
when  people  talk  thus  they  only  regard  certain 
amounts  of  monej — pounds,  dollars,  or  francs, 
which  have  no  more  than  a  relative  concern  in  tlie 
matter.  The  high  price  of  bread  to  the  British 
consumer,  enables  the  British  agriculturalist  to  pay 
his  taxes  to  government,  and  the  exclusion  of  fo- 
reign manufactures  by  France,  sustains  the  market 
for  French  grain,  and  enables  both  farmers  and  ma- 
nufacturers to  contribute  their  several  portions  of 
the  public  expenses.  It  might  be  better  for  the 
people  of  both  countries,  if  Britain  would  receive 
French  bread  stuff's,  and  France  receive  British 
manufactures  in  exchange  for  them;  but  as  the  one 
will  not  or  cannot,  the  other  must  not,  if  just  to 


itself.  «'Frce  trade"  is  a  pretty  thing  to  talk  iboiit, 
and  "let  us  alone"  is  a  very  charming  catch  word, 
but  the  former  does  not  exist,  and  the  latter  is — 
jnst  three  small -words,  without  any  practical  mean- 
ing, in  the  present  condition  of  the  world.  Hut 
we  are  the  only  nrstion  so  wise  as  ever  to  talk  about 
it,  or  to  support  our  institutions  by  means  as  uncer- 
tain as  the  winds  and  waves:  vnih  a  revenue  fluc- 
tuating from  nearly /i»7^  millions  to  t~.vdve  or  thir. 
teen!  Hence  even  our  most  valuable  establishments 
partake  of  all  the  "glorious  uncertainty"  of  tiK; 
good  will  or  severe  wants  o\'  fureigriers. 

Foreign  commerce  has  a  most  imposing  charac- 
ter, because  its  whole  amount  is  added  up  and  -re 
see  at  once  tlie  millions  that  it  amounts  to.  Ii  looks 
large.  But,  compared  wiih  the  home  trade,  as  to 
any  country  under  the  canopy  of  heaven,  it  is  a  mere 
balance  wheelor  regulation  of  the  domestic  trade, 
and  so  far  it  is  important  as  a  part  of  a  grand  ma- 
chine. The  population  of  the  British  possessions 
is  many  scores  of  millions — say  one  hundred  mil- 
lions; that  of  tlie  British  islands  in  Europe,  less  than 
twenty;  yet  the  home  r?'«de  of  these  last  amounts  to 
five  or  six  times  more  than  their  trade  with  the 
other  eighty  millions  of  fello-ui-subjects,  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  people  01  the  world  besides! — and  it  is 
on  this  home  trade,  not  on  foreign  co.Timerce,  that 
Britain  depends  for  revenue.  Yes,  even  Britain, 
the  most  commercial  nation  that  ever  was  known^ 
t\^at  ever  may  exist;  regarded  with  whose  colonial 
and  foreign  commerce,  tiiat  of  the  United  States  is 
a  trifle,  much  as  we  think  of  it. 

'I'he  farmers  of  the  United  States  begin  to  see 
the  value  of  their  home  trade.  The  consumption 
of  the  sui-pius  cabbages  tiiat  one  might  i-aise  in  Lis 
garden,  by  tiie  establishment  of  a  neighboring  mar- 
ket for  them,  would  produce  as  much  as  his  share 
of  a  reasonable  direct  tax  would  amount  to;  arid  he 
has  found  it  out  that  the  price  of  commodities  ccui- 
sumedisto  be  valued  only  by  the  price  of  commo- 
dities raised  or  labor  bestowed — that  tliere  is  no 
such  thing  as  a  money-value  between  hi.m  and  his 
comforts;  and  this  is  operating  on  all  classes  of 
agriculturalists,  not  excepting  the  growers  of  cot- 
ton. So,  I  hope  and  believe,  that  the  time  is  at  h:ind 
when  we  shall  have  a  national  legislation — when 
the  revenues  of  the  republic  will  depend  on  its 
own  citizens — when  the  people  will  feel  the  taxes, 
as  they  ought,  and  inquire,  as  they  should,  into  the 
manner  in  which  their  money  is  expended — when 
honest  industry  will  be  fashionable,  and  banking 
and  jobbing  be  unfashionable — when  a  rogue  will 
be  called  a  rogue — and  the  fact  become  manifest, 
that  corporations  have  no  soul,  like  the  bank  of  the 
United  States— the  mammoth  monster  of  the  whole 
brood. 

It  is  amusing  to  look  over  the  debates  in  the  Bri- 
tish house  of  commons,  on  what  is  culled  the  "agri- 
cultural report" — or  the  adoption  of  measures  de- 
signed to  protect  the  British  agriculturalists,  and 
then  to  think  of  the  zeal  with  which  British  .agents 
and  traders  in  the  United  States  urge  upon  ris  the 
the  right  and  necessity  of /d»/'2^  things  alone.  The 
impudence  of  British  subjects,  on  matters  of  this 
sort,  is  intollerable;  they  recommend  that  ive  should 
apply  ourselves  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  pur- 
chase their  manufactures — yet,  in  payment  for  the 
latter,  they  will  not  receive  any  thing  that  is  pro- 
duced by. ^"fe-sjx^/is  of  the  free  labor  of  the  United 
States — they  modestly  ask  us  to  vex  every  sea  (o 
find  a  market  for  that  produce,  and  then  throw  iis 
product  into  their  hands.  What  admirable  gene- 
rosity!— wonderful  instruction' — The  naked  truth 
is,  as  to  commercial  matters,  on  wiiich  depends  the 
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re\'e"i;e  of  jjcvernmcnt,  we  are  not  much  better 
conditioned  than  it' we  were  colutiists  and  subjects  of 
Gre  .t  Britain.  A  vast  quantity  of  the  labor  of 
our  jjfcople  is  wasted  to  deposite  money  at  London 
and  Llverp(>ol,  to  employ  British  labor, — which, 
under  a  sound  Jiattona!  policy,  such  as  every  other  na- 
tion practises,  would  be  broug'iil  home  to  encourage 
ai'd  sustain  domestic  labor.  There  is  nothing  of  a 
national  character  in  our  revenue  affairs,  except 
the  item  received  from  tlie  s;de  of  public  lands — l 
nearly  all  llie  rest  is  anti-national  and  injurious 
to  the  public  welfare.  It  happens  in  every  coun- 
try, even  in  the  U.  States,  though  the  people  have 
jicK-  owLLDGtD  sovereignly,  that  the  mighty  muss 
of  llie  population  are  directed  and  governed  by  a 
desij,'-iiing  few.  Some  noble  lord,  rich  officeholder, 
proua  land  possessor,  village  lawyer,  chattering 
shop  keeper,  red  nosed  grog-seller,  or  canting 
pri.sr  -  each  receiving  his  cae  from  a  superior  pow- 
er and  crouching  to  it  like  a  spaniel  under  the  kick 
of  a  iijasier,  gives  out  the  dictum  lor  neighborhoods, 
and  wo  be  to  those  who  neglect  to  obey  it!  The 
noblf  hird  denounces  them  as  "radicals"  or  ene- 
mies of  order;  the  officeholder  calls  them  grum 
blers;  the  land  pc.ssessor  persecutes  them;  the  law- 
yer jiroseculcs  them;  tne  render  of  tapes  and  bob- 
bins attacks  their  crc-dit;  tlie  whiskfy-seller  de- 
nounces their  morals,  and  the  priest  sends  them 
outriglit  to  his  Sutannic  majesty,  so  far  as  he,  "holy 
■man"  can,  to  be  purged  of  error  by  dcses  of  brim- 
stone! Ill  putting  the  priests  last,  sfter  «'publicaiis 
ant!  sinners,"  I  wish  that  my  meaning  may  beun- 
ders'ooc! — I  have:  reference  only  to  those  of  estab- 
lishtd  churches;  who,  whatever  their  denominations 
may  be,  I  regard  as  composing  the  worst  sets  of 
men  to  be  found  in  any  country,  bands  of  robbers 
not  excepted. — I  speak  of  their  practices,  the  things 
that  they  do,  not  those  which  they  pretend  to  teach 
or  affect  to  believe  in,  nor  in  regard  to  any  par- 
ticular sect.  It  is  thus  that  wliole  districts  are 
under  the  real  government  of  tlie  little  tools  of 
the  greater  tools,  of  the  chief  tools,  of  a  cunning 
and  calculating,  abominable  and  profligate  few. 
It  is  gratefully  admitted  that  there  are  less  of  such 
doings  in  the  United  States  than  any  where  else, 
wherein  the  people  are  culled  upon  to  think  and 
have  a  right  to  act — but  there  is  enough  of  decep- 
tion and  delusion  among  us.  False  principles  are 
every  where  inrwlcated  to  subserve  the  interests  of 
individi.als,  siid  powerful  political  movements  are 
made  to  accomplish  private  purposes.  The  disposi- 
tion prevails  all  over  tiie  world  and  is  every  where 
exerted,  to  keep  down  the  people,  and  to  mislead 
them  by  false  doctrines  and  tlieories;  and  it  is  a  com- 
mon misfortune  that  many,  a  vast  majority,  appear 
inclined  to  throw  the  trouble  of  thinking  on  pub- 
Jic  affairs  to  public  men,  aspirants  for  office,  stump- 
orators  and  whiskey-inspired  declaimers,  with 
glasses  in  hand.  1  will  noi  say  tiiat  this  destructive 
course  originates  with  our  general  government, 
because  I  do  not  entertain  an  idea  that  it  does — 
but  much  of  our  legislation  goes  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  political  ignorance  by  enacting  or  suffering 
political  wrongs,  wrapped  up  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  mislead  or  confound  the  public  understanding. 
To  mention  one  case — it  has  been  said  even  on  the 
iJoor  of  congress  and  frequently  intimated  in  state 
papers,  as  if  tlie  people  of  the  United  states  paid 
no  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  general  government, 
and  thousands  who  are  paying  them  every  day,  ve- 
rily believe  that  tiiey  do  not  pay  any — one  cent  in 
a  year,  though  their  share  of  the  taxes,  actually 
paid,  may  amount  to  50  or  100  dollars  per  annum! 
3J1y  prayer  is  that  such  delusions  may  pass  away; 


j  and  every  faculty  that  I  possess  shall  be  exerted  f* 
dissipate  them.  If  it  must  be  tliat  the  laboring 
many  shall  continue  to  be  liie  sport  of  the  un[)ru- 
ductive  few,  "heaven  and  earth  will  witness  I  am 
innocent"  of  any  participation  in  this  matter. 

To  return  to  our  British  friends,  who  talk  about 
"free  trade,"  and  say  "let  us  alone."  It  is  staled 
in  debate,  that  good  foreign  wheat  can  be  afforded 
at  twenty-six  shillings  per  qnarter.  The  question  not 
being  decided,  we  cannot  give  its  result;  but  a  dis- 
position was  manifested  to  make  the  pott  equal  to 

forty  shillings  per  quarter  ~^i\  advance  of  more  tiiau 
one  hundred  arid  Jrfiy  per  cent  by  way  ni  piotcctiun 
(o?«  THE  "STAFF  OF  lipk"),  ill  favor  of  British  agri- 
culture! Here  is  ^\free  trade"  and  le'ting  things  alomr, 
with  a  vengeance!  An  American  may  say  what  he 
pleases  to  me  on  subjects  of  national  policy,  and  a 
difference  of  opinion  shall  not  produce  an>  degree 
of  enmity  towards  him — but  if  an  English  agent, 
pattern-card  carrier  or  whipper-in,  happens  to  talk 
about  "free  trade,"  Sic.  wlicn  1  am  present,  he  shall 
soon  ascertain  the  contempt  in  which  I  hold  his 
puppyism.  The  words  "free  trade,"  if  uttered  by 
a  Briton,  as  applicable  to  commerce  with  his  coun- 
try, is  insulting  to  common  sense;  for  its  opposite, 
of  rgstriclion,  is  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  British 
policy.  Yet  they  have  gulled  us  with  pretiy  sounds, 
while  they  have  carried  off  our  substance  and 
laughed  at  our  stupidity.  They  have  treated  usati 
the  sailors  do  Bgobies  on  tlie  coast  of  Patagonia. 

All  men  and  every  ««t  of  m-^n  are  supposed  to 
seek  their  own  interest — and  the  British  are  not 
alone  interested  in  preventing  a  national  system  of 
revenue,  and  men  combiriC  to  produce  a  common 
object  from  motives  entirely  different,  it  is  the 
first  principle  of  honest  republicanism,  that  repre- 
sentation and  taxation  shall  go  hand  in  hand — it  v/as 
the  denial  of  this  that  produced  the  American  re- 
volution. The  fact  should  be  seriously  thought  on. 
Like  causes  produce  like  effects.  Again,  every 
free  citizen  of  the  United  States  is  liable  to  the 
performance  of  military  duty,  or  the  payment  oi' 
taxes  raised  for  the  defence  of  property.  But  from 
these,  one  fifth  of  our  whole  population  are  consti- 
tutionally or  practically  exempted,  and  more  than 
one  tenth  part  of  the  power  of  legislation  is  vested  \n 
the  representation  of  those  so  exempted;  and  the 
wliole  is  bound  to  defend  this  non-fighting,  nontax- 
paying  |)art.  These  arc  things  that  I  do  not  wish 
to  say  much  about.  The  last  census  gives  a  lesson 
to  all  that  none  should  fail  to  profit  by,  and  that  af- 
forded by  the  next  enumeration  will  be  of  a  much 
more  imposing  character.  Let  us  be  wise  »nd  just 
in  cime.  It  was  a  fixed  principle  with  the  old  con- 
gress and  in  the  minds  of  the  men  of  '76,  that  "taxa- 
tion without  representation  was  tyranny."  If  so, 
representation  without  taxation,  or  a  liability  to  de- 
fend the  country,  must  also  be  tyranny.  Let  the 
most  skillful  casuist  take  up  his  pen  and  deny  the 
proposition,  or  what  I  regard  as  its  corollary.  The 
foundation  of  our  government  is  esteemed  to  be 
justice,  its  base  is  equity,  its  structure  the  common 
welfare.  Partial  legislation  has  no  right  in  it,  and 
when  partial  power  forgets  general  right,  there 
will  be  an  end  of  it.  The  moral  and  physical  pow- 
er of  this  nation  rests  not  with  the  partial  power 
alluded^to.  But  we  trust  that  the  spirit  of  accom- 
modation  which  raised  up  this  partial  power,  will 
cause  the  moral  and  physical  power  forever  to  act 
in  concert  with  it,  for  the  good  of  the  whole.  With- 
out pretending  to  prophecy,  I  can  venture  to  say 
that  it  is  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  republic 
that  these  things  should  be  considered.  The  prac- 
tice of  dividing  and  comiq^ndin^  is  getting  inlo 
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disrepute — wlun  one  interest  in  oirr  country  is  as 
iirmly  knit  tog^ether  as  anotlier  interest  is,  a  demunu 
will  be  maJe  tor  that  v.liich  sober  discretion  should 
grant  ere  it  is  asked;  a::d  the  demand  will  be  sus 
tained.     People  should  tliink.     "It  will  do  forthe 
present"  is  an  unwise  saying-.     A  deferring  of  the 
day  of  trouble  only  increases  the  amourr^  of  the  dif 
liculty  to  be  encountered.     The  time  is  close  at 
hand  when  the  cotton  grower  of  the  United  States 
will  experience  all  the  suffering's  which  the  fjiiiin- 
jjrowers  have  passed  thiouyh, — lor  tlie  quantity 
raised  will  exceed  the  foreign  demand,  which  ex- 
ists only  of  necessity;  not  one  pound  being  pur- 
chased on  account  of  good  will — ihere  is  no  friend- 
siiip  in  trade.     1  wouKl  a  liorr.c  market  for  all  that 
v/e  raise,  as  being  tlic  best  for  all  parties, — that  our 
product,  in  its   most  improved  state,  may  be  sent 
forth  to  supply  the  market  of  the  world  atid  yield 
us  the  accumulated  prclils  of  agriculture,  manaJuc- 
lures  and  commerce;  and  the  fact  is,  that  the  two 
former  united  are  the  only  support  of  the  latter,  in 
times  of  general  tranquillity,  when  every  nation 
carries  on  its  own  trade,  and  will  not  emjjloy  the 
ships  aiid  seamen  of  otiiers. 


FonEiGs  XF.ws,  Though  nothing  important  has 
occurred,  some  matters  of  an  interesting  character 
have  reached  us  since  our  laol.  The  latest  London 
date  is  to  May  22. 

G)  eat  Bii:uin  and  Ireland.  The  king  is  about  to 
paj  a  visit  to  the  coiitinent,  and  will  take  A'ienna 
and  Paris  in  his  tour.  The  prmce  and  princess  of 
Denmark  r.ave  arrived  in  Loudon. 

The  minis' ers  appear  to  be  engaged  in  some 
great  financial  speculations — like  those  who  buy 
money  on  cr<  dit,  at  the  rate^of  2^  per  cer.t.  per 
month!  But  the  government  of  Great  Britain  is 
not  the  only  one  that  is — ^-e'.tin^  ahnj  for  the  pre 
sent. 

5,0001.  a  year  is  the  sum  paid  to  t!ie  British  di- 
plomatic .agent  in  Switzerland.' 

A  cavalcade  of  about  140  persons,  poor  agricul- 
turists, passed  through  Sheffield  in  the  middle  of 
May,  for  jihe  United  States,  carrying  with  them 
vheir  bedding,  clothing,  provisions,  Sic. 

The  merchants  and  traders  of  London  have  pe- 
titioned parliament  against  the  opening  of  the  West 
India  islands  to  the  American  trade — ''■Lelui  alotie.'" 
— 'Tree  trade'." 

The  case  of  the  starving  people  of  Ii-eland  still 
claims  first  attention  in  Lugland.  In  some  "cases 
they  have  raised  the  seed  so  .vn  for  the  next  year's 
supply,  for,present  sustenance.  'I'he  archbishops  of 
Canterbury  and    York,    who  each  receive   about 


Spain.  It  is  stated  that  73,000  priests  are  to  be 
dismissed  to  make  their  livings  in  an  honest  way, 
and  123  priories,  Sic.  suppressed.  The  saving  to 
the  people  is  moderately  estimated  at  323,000  per 
dull.'  The  cortes  have  passed  a  law  authorizing  the 
king  to  banish  refractory  bishops,  and  confiscate 
their  livijigs.     Good. 

The  Canary  Islands  are  in  a  state  of  much  fermen- 
tation; the  natives  talk  of  declaring  themselves  in- 
dependent. 

ll  was  expected  tliat  the  dey  of  .Algiers  would  de- 
clare war  against  Spain— the  tribute  paid  having 
fallen  short  of  tlie  sum  required. 

The  press  is  so  free  in  Spain,  that  the  circuUtio.i 
of  Spanish  ne'.vspapers  is  prohibited  in  France. 

l-'orlucral.  The  BiLcnos  Ayrean  or  .iriigan  cor- 
vette Heroine  has  been  condemned,  and  her  of'i- 
cers  and  crew  trtaled  as  pirates. 

The  cortes  has  conferred  on  the  government,  far 
one  month,  the  extraordinary  power  of  removing  of- 
ficers or  private  individual^  from  one  place  to 
another  in  the  kingdom,  without  previous  trialj 
whenever  it  may  deera  it  necessary  for  the  prescr\  a- 
tion  of  tranquility.  The  Portuguese  editor  remarks, 
that,  between  ruin  and  salvation,  the  choice  cannot 
Jong  be  doubtful. 

Gennamj.  The  deputies  of  the  duchy  of  Baden 
have  at  last  thought  it  necessary  to  say  to  England, 
France,  Sec.  if  you  ivill  not  bny  our  viercuaiiuise  -we 
cunnot  bay  yours:  as  you  lay  a  duly  upon  our  com- 
modities, so  ivill  tse  lay  a  duly  vpon  yours. 

liussia.  It  is  positively  stated  that  the  emperor 
has  left  St.  Petersjurg  to  jjin  his  armies  on  the 
Turkish  frontier — but  what  he  intends  to  do  is  ai 
mysterious  as  ever. 

It  is  said  that  an  order  has  been  received  in 
London  from  St.  Petersburg,  lor  tiiesapplv  oi'four 
/lundred  shousaud  musk'^ls  for  tlie  llussian  at'mies, — 


\'erily,  verily,  ilie  ''deliverer"  wdt  deliver  some  of 
his  friends  yet. 

Turkey.  The  people  of  the  rich  island  of  Scio, 
(which  contains  about  100,300  inhabitants),  assist- 
ed by  those  of  Samos,  liave  defeated  the  Turks  and 
driven  them  iiito  tlie  fortress,  wliiuh,  it  appeared, 
could  not  hold  out  long.  Tiic  Tu:ks  had  beiiaveJ 
so  inhumanly  to  the  p  cple,  tiiat  it  seemed  proba- 
ble every  one  of  them  on  the  island  would  be  put 
to  death,  if  taken.  These  proceedings  had  caused 
much  feeling  at  Constantinople. 

There  is  an  account  of  a  dreadful  battle  that  took 
place  at  Thermonylx.  Mahoniet  Ali,  or  Pacha  Bey, 
at  the  head  of  8,000  infantry  and  4,0'OJ  cavalry,  in- 
tending to  i)ass  into  the  Peloponcsiis,  was  niet  by 
the  guerillas  of  Agrappa,  wl'o  o!)structed  their 


10,000/.  annually  of  the  people's  money,  have  no-    march  one  day.     This  artorded  time  for  Ulysses  to 


bly  given  100,'.  a-picce  for  the  relief  of  the  Irish 
poor. 

The  hospitals  cannot  contain  the  Irish  patients, 
suffering  from  the  typhus  fever,  in  consequence  of 
a  want  of  food.  Klany  instances  had  occurred  of 
the  eating  of  the  carcases  of  cows,  which  had  died 
of  starvation! 

France.  A  French  ship,  with  130  slaves  on  board, 
has  been  captured  by  the  British  vessel  of  war 
Menai,  off'  the  island  of  Zanziboo,  and  sent  to  the 
Isle  of  France. 

When  the  election  of  deputies  came  on  at  Ly- 
ons, much  "sedition  '  manifested  itself,  and  it  was 
with  no  small  difficulty  that  a  large  military  force 
restored  "order." 

The  abbe  Sicard,  who  has  conferred  more  good 
on  the  human  race  than  all  the  Bourbons  and 
Guelphs  tliat  ever  lived,  died  at  Paris  on  th?  10th 
ofMay,  aged  80. 


come  up,  when  a  general  fight  took  jilace,  wliich 
resulted  in  a  glorious  victory  over  tlie  barb'j.rians — 
5,000  were  left  slain  on  the  iield  of  battle,  among 
them  the  paclia — three  other  pachas  and  9  pieces 
ot  cannon  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Greeks. 

The  Greeks  had  also  assaulted  the  entrenched 
camp  at  Patras,  and,  after  mach  slaughter  of  their 
enemies,  cajitured  40  pieces  of  caiiiion.  It  was 
believed  that  the  Turks  would  soon  surrender. 

In  many  other  affairs  the  Greeks  appeared  lo 
have  sue<teeded — and  in  no  case  is  it  stated  that 
the  Turks  have  lately  been  victors. 

The  plague  is  making  great  ravages  at  Constan- 
tinople. Many  'Europeans'  iiad  fallen  victims  to  it. 

The  British  protector  of  t.'ic  loni.in  Isles  has  as- 
sumed the  right  to  commanti,  and  has  commanded, 
the  Greek  admiral  in  those  sea.-?,  not  to  enter  the 
channel  of  Corfu— but  the  "holy"  allies,  the  Turks, 
go  whithersoever  they  please. 
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A  vessel  has  airived  at  Toulon  with  intelligence 
that  the  Greeks  were  besieging  the  Turks  in  the 
Acropolis,  at  Alliens,  and  it  was  feared  that  many 
of  the  noble  works  of  art  in  that  city  would  be  de- 
stroyed. Tlie  Parthenon,  (Temple  of  Minerva), 
lias  been  demolished.  The  French  admiral  had 
succeeded  in  saving  some  of  the  beautiful  bas  re- 
liefs which  adorn  the  celebrated  lanthcrn  of  De- 
mosthenes. 

India.  We  have  horrible  accounts  of  the  ravages 
of  the  cholera  morbus  tlirongh  India  generally— 
150  persons  die  daily  at  Bassora,  among  whom  are 
the  principal  merchants,  8ic.  Tlie  Arabian  coasts 
seems  almost  desolated  b\  tins  disease — 40,000 per- 
sons had  died  in  the  province  of  Omirvan;  and  10,000 
perished  at  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Muscat  in 
10da>s. 

Haijti.  The  Moniteur,  at  Paris,  has  published  an 
explanation  rtspecimg  the  afiu.rof  Samdi'a,  in  St. 
Domiii.^0.  The  paper  states  tlie  facts  of  the  case 
to  be,  tiiat  Some  ot  the  French  vessels  stationed  in 
the  West  In  les  repaired,  at  the  request  of  the 
Trench  residents  in  Samana,  to  assist  them  in  their 
escape,  and  afford  them  an  asjluni  incase  of  need. 
It  IS  positively  denied  that  troops  were  landed,  the 
whiit-  Hag  hoisted,  or  any  hostile  act  whatever 
committed. 

Cuba.  The  interior  of  this  island  is  represented 
asDeiiig  in  a  very  disturbed  state — yet,  the  regiment 
oi  Calaloiua  has  been  sent  irom  Havana  lo  rt  inlorce 
the  garrison  of  the  castle  at  Vera  Cruz.  400  royal 
troops  who  had  been  captured  when  the  attempt 
was  made  to  recover  Maracaybo,  had  arrived  at  St, 
Jago. 

During  tlie  month  of  May,  155  vessels  arrived  at 
Hav.na — 75  Am  rican,  60  i5i)uuish,  13  English,  &c. 

Colombia  I'iie  royahsts  still  occupy  I'orlo  Ca- 
vello,  and  there  seems  no  preseni  prospect  of  dis- 
lodging them  In  many  cases,  their  operations  are 
offensive,  and  reintorccmenis  were  expected  by 
Moral -s.  He  has  lately  gained  some  important  ad 
vantages  in  the  neighboriiood  of  Coro,  having  com- 
pleted routed  the  patriots,  who  lost,  in  all,  about 
600  men,  great  quaiuities  of  supplies,  50u  new 
muskeis  £ic.  &c.  The  Spanisii  loss  was  97  killed 
and  wounded.  An  English  colonel,  in  the  service 
of  the  republic,  was  killed. 

J\lc.rico.  That  Yiurbide  is  called  emperor  is  am- 
ply coiUirmedj  but  tne  belief  is  repeatedly  express- 
ed tiiat  h'^  will  retire  from  his  riignihed  station  as 
soon  as  the  emancipation  of  his  country  is  fully  ef- 
fected. He  is  very  popular — the  people  repose 
the  utmost  conhdence  in  his  love  of  freedom.  May 
they  not  be  disappointed!  They  say  that  lie  will 
follow  the  great  example  of  Washington. 

Diplomatic  Controversy. 

MB.    KUSsBLl's     tlEPlV    TO    MH.    ADAMS. 

It  was  not  until  the  30th  ult.  that  I  received  a  co- 
py of  the  comumnication  which  had  been  made  by 
the  president  to  the  house  of  representatives,  on 
the  7ta  of  that  montii.  This  communication  con- 
sists of  a  letter  wliicll  I  had  written  from  Paris  on 
the  loth  of  Feoruary,  1815,  and  addressed  to  the 
then  secretary  of  state,  of  a  paper  left  by  me  at  the 
department  of  slate,  on  the  22(1  of  April  last,  and 
of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Adama  on  boih.  I  say  on 
l)ot!i— for,  not\vithslaii(iiiig  that  the  report  of  Mr. 
Adams  to  the  president  speaks  only  of  his  remarks 
on  the  paper  deposited  by  me  at  the  department, 
as  just  mentioned,  yet  a  considerable  portion  o* 
those  remarks  apply  to  tiie  letter  received  at  that 
department  ia  liil5.     The  message  of  the  presi- 


dent of  the  4th  ult.,  indeed,  evidently  consider 
the  contemplated  report  of  .\lr.  Adams  to  be  con- 
fined lo  thai  letter  only.  It  is  apparent,  from  tiie 
whole  tenor  of  that  message,  that  the  letter  which 
.Mr.  Monroe  received  fron;  Paris,  was  alone  the  do- 
cument called  for,  and  to  be  communicated  to  the 
house.  I  was  surprised,  therefore,  on  receiving  the 
printed  tlocument.s,  to  find  that  either  more  had 
been  called  lor  on  the  6l!i,  or,  without  being  em- 
braced by  such  call,  had  been  communicated  on 
the  7lh  of  May,  than  had  been  sigiuiied  by  that 
message. 

I  had  left  Washington  on  the  5th,  in  the  belief 
that,  at  so  late  a  moment  of  the  session,  no  call,  in 
reference  to  that  message,  would  be  made,  or,  if 
made,  that  it  would  protluce  the  letter  only  receiv- 
ed from  Paris,  with  the  corresponding  report  of  the 
secretary  of  state.  My  surprise  was  not  diminish- 
ed, when,  on  reading  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Adams,  I 
discovered  that  they  mainly  owed  their  e.xistence 
and  character  to  a  paper  which  had  been  consider- 
ed  not  to  be  the  paper  called  for,  and  which  had 
been  obtruded  on  the  house,  after  my  departure,  at 
the  special  instance  of  Mr.  Adams  himself,  and  to 
afford  him  an  opportunity  o^  giving  another  speci- 
men  of  his  taste  and  temper  to  the  p'lbhc. 

Mr.  Adams,  on  the  6th  of  May,  the  very  next 
day  after  my  dejiarture  from  Wasliington,  went  to 
the  house  of  representalives,  and  there,  in  person, 
soiigiii  for  a  member  who  would  consent  to  make 
Uie  call  which  was  necessary  for  the  official  jjublica. 
lion  of  his  Ifersonid  remarks  To  one  mcmbi  r  from 
Massachusetts,  at  least,  he  had  applied  in  vain,  be- 
fore he  hiially  succeeded  in  his  obj(  ct.  It  would 
seem  that  the  evidence  furnished  by  these  facts 
ought  lo  have  been  suflicient,  at  least,' lo  deter  him 
fiom  accusing  otiiers  of  "a  wanton  promulgation 
before  the  legislative  assemDly  of  the  nation." 

For  the  previous  calls,  whatever  mignt  have  been 
the  motive  foi  making  them,  1  am  not  responsible. 
With  the  gentleman  who  made  the  call  on  the  17tU 
of  January,  i.n-  the  correspondence  which  led  to 
Ihe  treaty  of  Giient,  not  already  made  public,  1 
had  noi  the  least  person;.!  acquaiiuance  at  the  time, 
nor  had  I,  before  that  call  was  actually  made,  the 
sligiitest  intimaiion,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  any 
intention  of  making  it. 

In  an  interview  with  Mr.  Adams,  at  his  house,  a 
short  time  afterwards,  he  said,  in  reference  to  that 
call,  that  a  letter  had  been  found  from  me,  in  the 
archives  of  state,  which  might  be  considered  to  be 
embraced  by  it.  He  desired  to  know  if  1  was  wil- 
ingto  have  it  communicated.  I  replied  that  I  had 
no  distinct  recollection  of  the  letter  to  which  he 
alluded,  and  that  I  wished  to  see  it  before  1  gave 
my  consent  to  its  publication.  He  acquiesced,  and 
I  repaired  accordingly  to  the  department  of  state. 
I  found  the  leiter  to  which  Mr.  Adams  had  refer- 
red, to  be  that  which  I  had  written  at  Ghent,  on  the 
25lh  of  December,  1815,  and  which  announced  the 
fact  of  my  having  been  in  the  minority  on  the  pro- 
position rilative  to  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  the  fishing  privilege,  and  intimated  my 
intention  of  communicaling  tiie  reasons  which  had 
influenced  my  conduct  on  that  occasion.  I  could 
perceive  no  good  cause  why  I  should  object  to  the 
communication  of  such  a  letter,  and  I  consented 
that  the  part  which  related  to  the  subject  just  men- 
tioned, should,  with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  .\dams, 
be  communicated.  Mr.  Adams,  at  that  time,  ex- 
pressed  no  dissatisfaction  that  I  had  written  such  a 
letter,  nor  made  any  comment  on  its  contents.  Thia 
is  all  the  participation  which  I  had,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, with  the  call  of  the  I7th  of  v^anuary. 
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Tilt'  iTieriiber  who  hud  made  that  call,  made  also  i 
t!ie  call  of  liie  liJlh  ol  xVpiil.  This  second  call  was 
obviously  occu'^ioned  by  llie  extract  ot  my  letter  of 
the  '23Ui  ot  Dcceniuei-,  1814,*  above  ineniibned, 
which  the  tiist  Call  had  bixiight  torth.  To  that 
member  1  hau  iievir  communicated,  by  transcript 
or  otherwise,  the  conlenls  of  my  leUer  written  at 
Pans,  for  which  he  called.  1  had  I'efused  to  others 
any  account  or  copy  ot  that  letter,  lor  which  they 
had  applied  to  me,  us  1  bclie.ed,  for  publication 
As  a  reason  tor  thus  refusing-,  I  uniformly  assigned 
the  necessity,  in  my  opinion,  of  the  previous  con- 
sent and  approbaiiim  ot  the  constituted  autnoruies 
lor  the  regular  publication  of  u  letter,  written  by 
rne  while  in  the  public  service,  to  one  of  those 
authorities  and  m  relation  to  that  service. 

All  the  participation  which  1  had  m  this  call  was, 
to  leave  at  tlie  deparlmeiit  ol  state,  in  consequence 
of  an  application  from  tltal  cle/iai  liiitnt,  the  paper 
which  has  since  been  published  us  a  dujilicate.  The 
simple  facts  are  these: — On  the  morning  of  the  20th 
of  April,  a  gentleman,  employed  in  the  department 
of  state,  called  on  me  at  my  lodgings  and  inquired 
if  1  could  lurnish  a  duplicate  of  the  letter  which 
liad  been  culled  for.  1  intimated  a  i-eluctance  to 
communicating  any  thing  as  a  diii)licate.  He  ob- 
served, that  it  need  not  be  presented  as  such  to  the 
house.  Out  wished  to  have  it  so  presented  to  the 
department.  This  is,  in  substance,  what  was  said 
on  that  occasion. 

On  the  22d,  I  called  at  the  department  of  state — 
Mr.  Adams  was  not  there — and  1  left  the  paper 
with  the  gentleman  who  had  applied  to  me  for  it. 
The  word  "duplicate"  had,  indeed,  been  written 
on  it,  in  consequence  of  his  suggestion  as  above 
stated;  but  I  gave  no  further  intimation,  much  less 
any  assurance,  that  it  was  so.  He  made  no  inquiry, 
and  I  made  no  comment.  I  observed  merely,  that 
I  left  it  for  the  examination  of  Mr.  Adams;  and  that 
1  was  inditierent  whether  it  was  communicated 
under  tlie  call  of  the  house  or  not,  as  the  letter 
called  for;  but,  if  not  so  coinmunicaled,  1  expressed 
the  expectation  that  it  would  be  returned  to  me. 
He  received  it  accordingly. 

A  few  days  afterwards  I  again  visited  the  depart- 
ment of  state,  and  was  again  so  unfortunate  as  not 
to  tind  Mr.  Adams  there.  I  saw,  ho^'/t.-ver,  the  gen- 
tleman with  whom  I  had  left  the  paper,  and  learnt 
ft-om  him,  that,  as  it  had  been  dated,  as  he  suppos- 

*  The  following  is  the  extract  alluded  to. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Jonathan  Russell,  esq.  to 

the  secretary  of  slate,  dated  at  Ghent,  25th  of 

December,  1814,  and  communicated  to  the  house 

of  representatives,  by  the  president,  on  the  2ist 

of  February,  1822. 

".My  necessary  occupation,  at  this  moment,  in 
aiding  my  colleagues  to  prepare  our  joint  des- 
patches, puts  it  out  ot  my  power  to  furnish  you 
tvith  any  details  or  observations  exclusively  my 
own. 

As,  however,  you  will  perceive  by  our  despatch 
to  you  of  this  date,  that  a  majority  only  of  the  mis- 
sion was  in  favor  of  ofl'ering  to  the  British  plenipo- 
tentiaries an  article  conhrmmg  the  British  right  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  ours  to  the 
liberty  as  to  the  fisheries,  it  becomes  me,  in  candor, 
to  acknowledge  that  I  was  in  the  minority  on  that 
question.  I  must  reserve  the  power  of  communi- 
cating to  you,  hereafter,  the  reasons  which  influ- 
enced me  to  differ  from  a  majority  of  my  colleagues 
on  that  occasion,  and  if  they  be  insufficient  to  support 
my  opinion,  i  persuade  myself  they  tvill  at  least  vin- 
dicate my  motives." 


ed  by  mistake,  in  1822,  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to 
correct  it.  by  inserting  1816.  \  made  no  objection, 
but  repeated  my  expectation,  that,  if  it  should  not 
be  deemed  proper  to  use  it  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  had  been  delivered,  it  would  be  returned 
to  me. 

I  made  a  third  visit  to  the  department  of  state, 
on  the  2d  of  May,  if  I  remember  correctly.  Mr. 
Adams  was  then  in  his  office,  and,  in  passing  tliither, 
1  learned  from  the  gentleman  wlio  had  received  the 
paper  delivered  by  me  on  the  22tl,  that  it  had  un- 
dergone another  alteration  in  its  date,  and  that  1816 
had  been  made  to  give  place  to  1815.  This  last 
alteration  was,  it  seems,  found  necess.iry  to  nlake 
the  paper  agree  in  date  with  the  letter  received 
from  Pans,  v.  hich  had  at  last  been  found,  and  thtt^s 
to  be  able  to  use  that  paper,  with  a  better  grace, 
as  a  du[)l.cate,  and  to  abuse  it  with  the  more  con- 
iidence  for  its  variation  from  tiiat  letter.  The  cor. 
vective poTver,  assumed,  appears  to  have  been  limit- 
ed accordingly. 

Mr.  Adams  soon  spoke  of  the  paper  which  I  had 
left,  on  the  22d,  and  had  not  proceeded  far  without 
complaining  of  its  difference  from  the  original, 
which  had  been  found.  This  circumstance  he  af- 
fected to  consider  particularly  offensive.  In  vain 
I  represented  that  the  difference  between  the  two 
was  not  material;  that  neither  was  personal  or  ac 
cusatory;  that  both  were  merely  defensive;  and 
that  1  was  willing  that  eitlier  or  neither  should  be 
communicated,  as  he  might  judge  proper.  I  soon 
perceived  that  it  was  too  late  to  offer  explanation 
with  a  prospect  of  success.  He  was  not  in  a  humor 
to  listen  to  me  even  with  civility;  the  manner  in 
which  he  treated  the  business,  destroyed  in  me 
even  a  wish  to  conciliate  or  appease  him. 

I  have  stated  these  facts  principally  to  show,  that 
the  paper  was  left  at  the  department  of  state,  not 
on  my  own  proper  motion,  but  that  it  was  left  there 
on  the  application,  and  marked  dniilicate  at  the 
suggestion  of  a  person  belonging  to  that  depart- 
ment, and  possessing  the  confidence  of  Mr.  Adams. 
Such  an  application  was  allogetiier  unexpected  by 
me,  and  was  made  without  any  previous  intimation, 
suggestion,  or  encouragement,  on  my  part;  and 
had  it  not  been  made,  that  paper  would  never  have 
been  lel't  at  the  department  of  state,  nor  in  any 
other  manner  presented  to  the  public.  Tlaving 
twice  failed  in  my  attempts  to  see  .Mr.  Adams,  1 
had  no  opportunity  of  offering  those  explanations 
which  the  case  appeared  to  require,  until  it  was 
too  late  to  offer  them. 

I  considered  it  an  act  of  frankness  to  place  the 
paper,  when  thus  applied  for,  whatever  might  be 
its  merits  or  defects,  in  the  power  of  the  person 
who  might  consider  himself  the  most  liable  to  be 
affected  by  its  publication.  In  this  act  there  was 
certainly  neither  secrecy  nor  concealment  to  offend 
him.  He  had  the  sole  power  to  publish  it  or  not,  as 
he  might  judge  proper,  and  to  consult  his  own  feel- 
ings  and  interests  in  forming  his  decision.  When 
Si  private  letter,  written  solely  for  the  vindication  of 
my  own  conduct,  to  those  to  whom  I  was  imme- 
diately responsible,  was  asked  of  me,  by  a  person 
known  to  be  under  the  orders  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  it  to  the  pub- 
lic, a  tribunal  for  wiiich  it  had  never  been  intended, 
and  to  which  it  ought  not  to  have  been  presented 
without  my  consent,  I  certainly  did  believe  that  I 
was  permitted  to  make  those  corrections  of  the 
copy  in  possession,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be 
proper  to  exhibit  my  case  most  advantageously  be- 
fore that  tribunal.  I  the  more  confidently  enter- 
tained this  opinion,  .ts  tltc  paper  was  not  to  be  thevQ 


293      NILES'  REGISTER-JULY  6  18£2 -DIPLOMATIC  CONTROVERSY. 


exhibited  without  the  previous  examination  and  ] 
consent  of  the  adverse  party.  Such  were  the  views 
with  wliich  it  was  unreservedly  confided  to  Mr. 
Adams.  But  he  communicated  my  private  letter, 
as  the  paper  called  for,  and,  with  it,  he  disingenu 
ously  communicated  the  paper  entrusted  to  him, 
not  as  the  paper  called  for,  but  as  a  convenient 
vehicle  for  passionate  invective  and  intem[)ei-ate 
personal  abuse  against  me.  If  justice,  or  even  de- 
cency towards  me,  presented  no  obstacle,  still  I 
should  have  believed,  that  a  respect  for  the  re- 
presentatives  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
would  have  at  least  been  sufficient  to  have  deter- 
red him  from  so  rude  and  irregular  a  course  of  pro- 
ccedinjf. 

i  His  first  remark  on  what  be  ostentatiously  pre- 
sents as  a  (lufjlicute,  is,  that  the  letter  written  at  Pa- 
ris, «'aIlhough  of  the  same  general  pia-liort  aiulCenor, 
with  the  so  called  duplicate,  diflers  from  it  in  seve- 
ral hij^iily  significant  passages."  lie  presents,  us  an 
example,  a  pariillel  extracted  from  tae  two  papers. 
He  deduces  from  this  parallel,  the  contradiction, 
that  I  did  believe,  in  the  one  jjaper,  and  that  /  did 
7iot  believe,  in  the  other  paper,  ihut  we  were  permit- 
ted, by  our  instructions,  at  (ihcnt,  to  oiler  a  stipu- 
lation for  the  navigation,  by  tlie  LSritish,  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. So  far,  however,  from  the  parallel  pas- 
sages exhibiting  such  a  contradiction,  they  contain, 
within  tliemselves,  the  evidence  of  their  consisten- 
cy with  each  otlier. 

The  original  letter  refers  exclusively  to  the  in- 
structions of  tile  25lh  of  June,  1814,  (u)  en  which 
the  majority,  in  the  despatch  wf  the  t23tli  of  Decem- 
ber, of  the  same  year,  solely  relied,  when  they  saiJ, 
"our  instructions  had  forbidden  us  to  sutler  cur 
right  to  the  fisheries  to  be  brought  into  discussion, 
and  had  not  authorized  us  to  make  any  distinction 
in  the  se\eral  provisions  of  the  Jd  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1783." 

The  duplicate  also  refers  to  tlie   same  instruc- 
tions, andpeifectly  agrees,  so  far  as  it  does  refer  to 
them,  with  the  interpretation  of  them  in  the  origi- 
jial  letter. 
The  orijinnl  letter  says,  Tlie  duplicate  says, 

"The  majority  believ-  «<The  majority  believ- 
ed  themselves  to  be  per-  ed  themselves  to  be  per- 
mitted to  offer  a  very  ex-  mitted,  their  own  con- 
phcit  proposition,  with  struction  to  the  contrary 
regard  to  the  navigation  notwithstanding,  to  of- 
of  its  principal  river.  '/  fer  a  very  explicit  pro- 
believediuith  them  that -we  position  with  regard  to 
-were  so  permitted,  and  tlie  navigation  of  its 
that  we  were  likewise  principal  river;  now  this 
permitted  to  offer  a  pro-  ofler  1  considered,  for 
position  relative  to  the  the  reasons  just  suggest- 
tishing  liberty,"  8iC.  ed,  not  to  be  a  violation  of 

the  instructions   in  ques- 
tion," &c. 

Instead  of  any  contradiction  or  inconsistency, 
there  is  here  a  perfect  accordance  in  the  sense  of 
the  two  papers,  in  relation  to  the  instruction  of  the 
25th  of  June. 

I  will  here  observe  that  my  letter,  written  at  Pa- 
ris, in  1815,  was  as  may  be  readily  ascertained,  con- 
fined to  a  discussion  of  tlie  grounds  which  the  ma- 
jority assigned  or  suggested,  in  the  despatch  of 
the  25th  of  December,  for  the  offer  of  the  naviga 
tion  of  the  Mississippi  for  the  fishing  privilege. 
To  justify  my  own  conduct  to  my  government,  in 
opposing  that  offer,  1  believed  that  it  would  be  suf 
ficient,  at  the  time,  to  show  why  the  reasons  of  the 
majority  had  not  satisfied  me.  In  preparing  the 
paper  which  I  left  at  the  department  of  state,  I  be- 
lieved it  to  be  proper,  for  the  causes  already  sug- 


gested, to  assign,  for  my  justification,  an  addition;;! 
reason  which  had  influenced  me  in  the  course 
which  I  pursued,  at  the  time.  The  pa[)er,  there- 
fore, b-ays,  in  speaking  of  theoHer^but  1  consider- 
ed It  to  be  against  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  our 
instruction  of  the  15th  of  April,  1813."  (6) 

Mr.  Adams,  in  his  remarks,  admits,  at  least  hy 
implication, that  "the  letter  and  the  spirit"  of  this 
instruction  was,  indeed,  against  that  offer,  when  he 
resorts  fbr  a  release  from  the  obligation  of  observ- 
mgit,  to  otheriiislructions,  of  the  19th  of  October» 
1814,  which,  he  sajs,  were  received  on  the  24lh  of 
the  following  November,  authorizing  tiie  itutus  un- 
re  <!»f//;/«  as  a  basis  of  negociatioii.  lie  evidently 
means  to  insinuate  if  nut  to  assert  tiiat,  in  consc 
quencc  of  the  basis,  thus  authorized,  the  American 
mission  discussed  the  proposilion,  rchting  to  iha 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Msliing  privi- 
lege, on  the  28!  h  and  29th  of  November,  and,  as 
a  result  of  that  discussion,  offered  it  on  the  first  of 
December  to  the  British  ministers. 

This  statement  is  incorrect.  The  sense  of  (lie 
missjon  was  noidistinctly  taken  oiulie  28th and  29iii 
of  November,  in  relation  to  tliis  proposition,  nor 
did  any  majority,  at  that  time,  agree  to  ofler  it. 

The  following  is  the  real  history  of  the  transac- 
tion:— 

On  the  24ih  of  October,  we  addressed  a  note  to 
tlie  British  ministers  andrepeateda  requL-stalready 
made  to  them,  that  they  would  commuiucute  all  liic 
other  specific  propositions,  (the  preliminary  arti-' 
cle  proposed  by  the  British  government  having  al- 
ready been  accepted  by  us)  offering  a  simultaneous 
exchange  of  projects  by  both  parlies.  The  Bri- 
tibii  ministers,  by  thi-ir  note  of  the  31st  of  tiiat 
month,  declined  complying  with;;,this  request,  say- 
ing that  they  had  alrea.Iy  by  their  note  o*'  the  21st 
of  that  month,  co.mmunicated  to  us  all  the  points 
upon  which  they  were  instructed  to  insist.  After 
tile  receipt  of  this  note,  we  met  together  every  day, 
I  believe,  in  order,  first,  to  decide  if  we  should 
present,  on  our  part,  a  complete  project  to  the 
British  ministers  without  insisting  on  a  simulta- 
neous one,  on  theirs,  and  then,  after  having  de- 
cided to  do  so,  to  prepare  and  digest  this  project, 
until  the  10th  of  November,  when  U  v.-as  presented. 
During  this  period  the  proposition  in  question,  af- 
ter having  been  repeatedly  and  thoroughly  discus- 
sed, was  carried,  us  a  part  of  the  project,  m  the  affir- 
mative, by  a  bare  majority,  Mr.  Clay  and  myself 
having  uniformly  opposed  it. 

After  the  majority  had  thus  decided  on  making 
the  proposition  just  mentioned  an  article  of  the 
contemplated  project,  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  mi- 
nority at  this  decision,  especially  of  Mr.  Clay,  who 
declared  that  he  would  sign  no  treaty  of  which  such 
an  article  should  make  a  jiart,  induced  the  majori- 
ty,  particularly  the  gentleman  who  is  now  no  more, 
to  relax  in  their  adherence  to  it,  and  to  consent  to 
present  our  project  without  such  an  article.  In- 
stead  of  such  an  article  in  the  project,  or,  as  Mr. 
Adams  himself  avows,  us  a  substitute  for  it,  the  pa- 
ragraph, justly  ascribed  by  him  to  Mr.  Clay,  was 
inserted  in  the  note  of  the  10th  of  November. 

That  this  proposition  had  been  decided  on,  be- 
fore the  10th  of  November,  is  not  only  to  be  infer- 
red from  the  avowal  of  Mr.  Adams,  just  mentioned, 
that  a  substitute  for  it  had  been  inserted  in  our  note 
of  that  day,  but  is  expressly  proved  by  the  follow- 
ing extracts  of  two  letters  which  I  addressed,  at 
the  time,  to  the  American  minister  at  Paris. 

The  first  is  dated  at  Ghent,  the  4th  of  Noveml|,er, 
1814,  and  says, 
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••If  Nve  adhere  to  tl'e  viiultrrstaiuling  whicli  we 
now  have,  we  shall  make  Ihe  elatjis  ante  bellnrr.  a 
.sitie  <jva  71011.  The  question  which  most  perplexes 
ns  is  tlie  fisheries,  hikI  we  have  not  ytl  decided  on 
the  mode  r  f  proceeding,  in  re'aiion  to  it.  They 
have  told  iis  that  the  liberty  of  takii  g-,  dryinp:  and 
fiulintj  fish  Within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  ot 
Great  Britain  will  not  be  continued  to  us  v/ithout 
an  equivalent;  we  cannot  relinquish  this  liberty, 
and  we  cannot  offer  territory  ks  an  equivalent. 
Shall  wethi-n  ofi'er  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, which  they  apparently  su,t,'f,'ested  witli  this 
view.  I  think  this  will  be  carried  in  t!ie  artirma- 
tive,  although  I  have  very  serious  objections  to  the 
measure." 

The  other  letter  was  dated  the  20th  of  November, 
,1814,  and  says  as  follows:  — 

"Without  having-  been  deceived  relative  to  the  dis 
position  of  the  mnjuriiy,  on  the  subject  of  the  free 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  I  am  happy  to  intorm 
you  that  this  disposition  ivaa  not  inflexible,  and  we 
finally  transmitted  our  project  without  the  article 
that  had  atfrsi  been  curried."  This  ailiclewas  as 
fcllows: — 

"The  right  and  liberty  of  the  people  and  inha 
bilants  of  the  United  States  to  take,  dry  and  cure 
fish  in  places  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
Great  Uritain  as  recogniz  d  (and  secured)  by  the 
former  treaty  of  peace;  and  the  privilege  of  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Mississippi,  within  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  (as  secured  to  the 
suhjrcts  of  Great  Britain  by  the  s&me  treaty)  are 
hereby  recognized  and  confirmed." 

♦'Besides  the  objection  to  such  an  article  whicli 
had  occurred  to  you  and  which  !iud  not  escaped  us, 
the  blending  of  the  two  points  together  and  mating 
ihevi  mutually  dependent  on  each  other,  which  v/as  not 
ilone  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  nnade  this  article  the 
more  objectionable." 

From  these  facts  it  is  manifest  that  the  solution 
afTorded  by  Mr.  Adams  for  the  "difference  in  my 
mind  between  the  writing  of  the  original  and  the 
duplicate"  is  not  correct.  A  despatch,  received  on 
the  24th  of  November,  could  not  well  have  had  any 
influence  on  my  reasons  for  opposing  a  measure, 
previous  to  the  10th  of  that  month. 

I  have  accused  no  one  of  acting  c^aiws<  instruc- 
tions, but  surely  I  ought  not  to  offend  if  1  discover- 
ed a  disposition  to  act,  as  far  at  least  as  might  be 
expedient,  in  conformity  to  my  own  construction 
of  them. 

Mr.  Adams,  when  I  last  saw  him  at  the  depart- 
ment of  state,  showed  me,  on  record,  an  instruction 
to  the  A  merican  ministers  at  Ghent,  dated  the  fourth 
of  October,  1814,  apparently  with  a  view  to  fresh- 
en my  memory  in  relation  to  our  dispensation  from 
tfee  obligation  of  observing  the  instruction,  which 
I  had  alleged  as  a  cause  for  opposing  the  proposi 
tion,  with  respect  to  the  Mississippi.  I  had  not 
procee<led  f;ir,  however,  in  its  perusal,  before  Mr 


considering  what  had  already  been  done,  have  had 
much  practical  effect  on  the  future  negociations. 
On  the  lOlh  of  that  month  we  had,  in  substance  it" 
not  in  name,  already  proposed  that  basis  in  oppo- 
sition to  that  of  the  titi  possidetis,  urged  by  our  ad- 
versaries. In  our  note  to  them,  of  that  dale,  we 
offered,  with  a  sufficient  precision,  the  status  ante 
belhim,  when  we  said  that  the  tindcisigned  "cannot 
agree  to  any  other  principle  than  that  of  a  mutual 
restoration  of  territory,  and  haie  accordingly  pre- 
pared an  article  founded  on  that  basis.  They  arc 
willing  even  to  extend  the  same  principle  to  the 
other  objects  in  dispute  between  the  two  nations; 
and  ill  proposing  all  the  other  articles,  included  in 
this  project,  they  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  they  are  ready  to  sign  a  treaty  placing  the  two 
countries,  in  respect  to  all  the  subjects  of  liiffereiicf- 
between  them  in  the  same  state  they  -.uere  in  at  the 
commencement  of  the  prescat  war,  reserving  to 
each  party  all  its  rights,  and  leaving  whatever 
may  remain  of  controversy  betv.ecn  tlitm,  for  fu- 
ture and  pacific  negociation." 

Besides,  the  proposition  to  which  I  objected  be- 
fore the  10th  of  November,  and  which  was  substan- 
tially X\v.it  first  offered  on  thi?  Int  of  December,  was 
not,  in  my  opinion,  authorized  by  tlie  status  ante 
betlurn. — I  distinctly  stated,  in  my  letter,  that  tlie 
revival  of  tlie  British  right  to  navigate  the  Missis- 
sippi would  be  under  existing  circumstances,  a  i>e\i' 
and  complete  grant  to  her,  &c — And,  in  anothe? 
place,  "111  thus  Offering  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  the  access  to  it  through  our  territories, 
as  an  equivalent  for  the  fishing  liberty,  we  not  only 
placed  both  on  ground  entirely  different  from  that 
on  which  thcv  respectively  stood  in  the  treaty  of 
1783,"  3tc. 

The  meetings  of  the  American  mission  on  the 
23th  and  29th  of  November  were  not  in  conse- 
quence of  tiie  despatcii  received  on  the  24th  of  that 
nionlh. — Tliey  were  convened  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  "the  alterations  and  suggestions"  of  the 
liritish  ministers  on  our  project  which  they  had 
returned  to  us  on  the  27th,  with  an  explanatory 
note  of  the26tli.  Whatever  might  have  been  said 
at  these  meetings  in  relation  to  the  Mississippi,  on 
account  cf  the  alteration  respecting  it  made  in 
the  8th  article  of  our  project,  by  the  Biitisli  pleni- 
potentiaries, no  new  resolution  was  there  taken  by 
the  American  mission  to  offer  the  navigation  of 
that  river  for  the  fishing  privilege.  This  offer  was 
made  on  the  1st  of  December,  in  virtue  of  the  vote 
.aken  before  the  lOlh  of  November,  and  which,  al- 
though suspended,  had  not  been  re-considered  or 
cancelled  1  am  the  more  confident  in  this  state- 
ment, as  I  distinctly  remember  that  when  that  offer 
was  actually  made,  it  was  unexpected  by  a  majority 
of  the  mission. — Mr.  P.ayard,  in  returning  home 
from  the  house  of  the  British  ministers  where  the 
conference  of  the  1st  of  December  had  been  holden, 
very  explicitly  declared  to  Mr.  Clay  and  to  me,  his 


Adams  interrupted  me  by  saying  that  he  believed    dissatisfaction  that  this  offer  had  been  made  -without 


it  had  not  been  receired  at  the  time,  adding,  after 
a  momentai7  pause,  that  he  did  not  know  if  it 
had  ever  beeri  received.  The  instructions  of  the  4th 
of  October,  which  had  never  been  received,  had 
just  as  much  influence  on  the  discussions  of  the 
mission,  previous  to  the  10th  of  November,  as  a 
letter  of  the  I9th  of  October,  which  was  not  re- 
ceived until  more  than  fourteen  days  after  those 
discussions  had  taken  place. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  here  that  an 
instruction  received  on  the  24th  of  November,  an- 
thorizing  the  status  ante  bellum,  although  highly 
^tisfactory  as  it  regarded  Ihe  past,  could  not  v.-ell, 


his  having  been  recently  consulted  in  relation  to  it. 
dare,  in  regard  to  these  facts,  to  appeal  to  the  re- 
recollection  of  Mr.  Clay  in  confirmation  of  my  own. 
The  explanation  which  I  have  given,  will,  I  trust, 
be  sufficient  to  show  that  there  could  have  been  no 
impropriety  in  stating,  at  any  time,  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  loth  of  April,  1813,  as  furnishing  an 
objection,  at  least  during  the  first  days  of  Novem- 
ber, to  a  proposition  to  revive  or  continue  to  Great 
Britain  a  right  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
si.:jippi— a  river  within  our  exclusive  jurisdiction. 
As  this  was  the  only  topic,  in  the  paj)er  left  at 
the  department  of  state,  which  was  not  in  the  let- 
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ter  received  from  Paris,  which  could  by  tlie  most 
sickly  imagination,  be  strained  into  an  attack  up- 
on others,  J  shall  take  but  littlo  notice  ot  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Adams  in  relation  to  the  remainder 
of  that  paper. 

The  opinion  which  I  tliere  suggested,  concern- 
ing the  cause  of  llic  rejection  of  our  proposition 
by  the  British  ministers,  was  an  opinion  formed 
Koon  after  that  evf  nt,  and  I  mentioned  it  to  seve- 
ral persons,  particularly  to  the  American  minister 
lit  Paris,  at  or  about  the  time  my  letter  was  written 
Sit  that  place.  A  «'trust  in  God  and  the  valor  of 
The  west"forthe  disappointment  of  our  enemies, 
v/as  naturally  suggested,  at  the  time,  by  a  pious 
and  patriotic  conlidence  in  those  who  were  able 
:ind  might  be  wiUing  to  defend  us,  and  certainl}' 
bad  nothing  in  it  of  prophecy.  It  was  evidently 
more  wise  to  place  a  trust  tliere,  than  instinctiveli/ 
in  the  fish  of  the  east,  which  were  swimming  in 
Hritish  waters.  Nor  was  there  any  semblance  of 
prediction  of  the  treaty  of  1818,  in  a  belief  that  the 
lishing  privilege  might  thereafter  be  obtained,  by 
negociation,  without  any  extravagant  cquivaknl 
whatever,"  as  that  belief  was  not  only  suggested 
by  the  nature  ot  the  case,  but  aiitliorized  by  the 
«:xplicit  offer  made  by  the  IJritish  ministers,  on  the  i 
10th  of  Uece;T;ber,  1814,  thus  to  negjciate  and  to  ' 
grant  that  privilege  in  consideration  of  a  fair 
equivulenC  15y  llie  measure  of  Mr.  Adams,  no  ex- 
travagant equivalent  is  precisely  equal  to  no  equiva- 
lent at  all. 

As  to  the  sentiment  which  I  expressed  in  favor 
of  tiie  lishermen,  immediately  interested  in  that 
privilege,  it  is  a  sentiment  alwnys  and  every  wliere 
it.lt  by  me,  and  could  not  be  exju-essed  out  ol  time 
or  place. 

Tims  much  for  the  impoi-tant  dinVrenccK,  be- 
tween the  private  letter  received  from  Paris  and  tiie 
paper  left  at  the  department  of  state,  which  have 
Hi'urded  such  an  amjile  licld  to  Mr.  Adams  for  the 
display  of  the  enviable  altribules  of  his  head  and 
heart. 

I  shall  now  make  a  few  brief  observations  on  the 
principle  charges  which  he  exhibits  against  me,  of 
inconsistency  and  misrepresentation. 

The  principle,  that  the  treaty  of  1783  was  not, 
on  account  of  its  peculiar  character,  abrogated  by 
the  war,  Mr.  Adams  not  onl}'  re-asacrts,  but  al- 
leges to  have  obtained,  when  lirst  suggested  by 
him  at  Ghent,  the  nnanimmiB  assent  of  tiie  Ameri- 
can mission.  The  pi-oof  of  this  allegation  appears 
to  be  inferred  from  the  signature,  by  all  that  mis- 
sion, of  a  note,  to  the  ]!ritish  ministers,  of  the 
10th  of  Novemlier,  in  whi.h  that  principle  was 
partially  adopted.  It  has  already  been  seen,  even 
from  the  avov/al  of  Mr.  Adams  himself,  that  the 
paragraph,  oilcrcd  by  Mr.  Clay,  admitting  that 
doctrine,  was  a  subsdlute  to  a  proposition  which 
the  minority  had  opposed.  To  adopt,  partiallj-, 
in  the  spirit  of  com/irontitic,  a  doctrine,  as  a  pretext, 
to  preserve  the  fishing  privilet^e  and  to  gel  rid  of 
a  proposition  confirmative  of  the  IJritish  right  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  cannot  fairly  be 
considered  as  an  unanimous  acknowledgment  by 
the  American  mission,  of  the  orthodoxy  of  that 
doctrine.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States 
was,  avowedly,  the  result  of  compromise,  and 
thence  some,  at  least  of  those  who  signed  that  in- 
strument, must  necessarily  have  subscribed  to  pro- 
visions  v.'hich  they  did  not  desire,  and  to  opinions 
which  they  <lid  not  approve.  The  inference  of 
Mr.  Adams  is,  therefore,  not  correct.  I  do  not  re- 
collect, indeed,  that  any  member  of  the  mission, 
e«cepting  Mr.  Adams  luTiSeif,  appeared  to  be  a 


very  zealous  befiever  in  that  doctrine. — Even  Mr- 
Gallatin,  in  his  separate  letter  of  the  25th  of  De- 
cember,  1811,  (c)  speaks  only  of  this  doctrine  as 
one  that  had  been  assumed.  Sure  it  is  that  the 
minority  consented  to  admit  that  doctrine  as  au 
expedient  only  to  prevent  the  proposition,  al- 
ready decided  on  by  the  majority,  from  constUt't- 
ing  an  article  of  our  project.  So  far  and  no  furth- 
er were  the  minority  willing  to  go  in  adopting  that 
doctrine,  but  whenever  it  was  proposed  to  sanc- 
tion the  IJritish  right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi, 
they  uniformly  resisted  it. 

Mr.  Adams  also  asserts  that  the  proposal  con- 
firming the  British  right  to  the  navigaiion  of  tiie 
Mississippi,  and  ours  to  the  fishing  privilege,  was 
made  not  by  a  majoviiu,  but  by  the  whole  of  the 
American  mission,  and  refers  to  the  protocol  of 
the  conference  of  the  1st  of  December,  at  which 
that  proposal  was,  at  length,  made,  and  to  our  note 
of  the  14  th  of  that  month,  signed  by  all  the  Ameri- 
can  mission,  v/hich  said  that  "to  such  an  article 
■which  they  viewed  as  merely  declaratory,  the  un- 
dersigned had  no  objection,  and  have  offered  to 
accede." 

If  l>e  had  referred  at  tlie  same  time  to  the  des- 
patch of  tlie  'J5th  of  December  1814,  (d)  he  would 
there  have  seen  that  in  fact,  a  mnjority  only,  and 
not  the  whole  of  the  mission,  decided  to  make 
that  proposal.  Tlie  words  of  the  despatch,  in 
refarence  to  that  proposal,  are  "to  place  both 
points  beyond  all  future  controversy,  a  majority  of 
us  determined  to  offer  an  article  confirming  both 
riglits."  Mr.  Adams  signed  that  despatch,  and 
thus,  at  that  time,  attested  a  fact  which  he  now  posi- 
tively denies. 

The  protocol  was  ^a  mere  record  of  the  facts, 
which  had  occurred  at  the  conference,  and  in  no 
way,  furnished  proof  that  a  proposition  tiiere  made, 
had  or  had  not  been  previously  decided  on  iinani- 
mmsly  by  tl'.c  mission,  making  it.  The  protocol  of 
the  1st  of  December  stated,  that  tiie  proposal  in 
question  had  been  oHered  by  the  American  mis- 
sion, and  the  note  of  the  14th  of  that  month,  sim- 
ply recognized  that  fiict.  Neither  that  protocol,  or 
that  note  intimated  that  this  proposil  had  been 
unanimously  offered  by  the  American  mission. — 
The  majority  who  were  competent,  before  the 
10th  of  November,  to  determine  on  making  that 
proposal,  were  equally  competent  to  make  it  on 
the  1st  of  December,  and  to  say  on  the  14th  of 
that  month,  that  they  had  made  it,  and  that  "to 
it  they  had  no  objection,  and  had  offered  to  ac- 
cede." The  minority,  in  not  expressing  their  dis- 
sent at  that  conference,  or  by  not  refusing  to  sign 
that  note,  cannot  be  fairly  adjudged  to  have  incon- 
sistently given  thair  assent.  They  had  opposed 
that  proposal  wlien  and  where  only  their  opposi- 
tion could  have  had  a  beneficial  effect  and  produc- 
ed no  evil.  To  have  disturbed  a  conference  with 
the  British  ministers,  by  protesting  against  an  act 
of  the  majority,  or  to  have  refused  to  sign  a  note 
from  an  objection  to  that  act,  could  have  produced 
evil  only.  It  would  have  discovered,  to  the  adverse 
party,  dissention  in  our  councils,  and,  thence 
might  have  had  a  disastrous  effect  on  the  whole 
negociation.  In  relation  to  the  proposal  itself,  such 
a  discovery,  to  that  party,  of  our  opposition  to  a 
jiarticular  proposal,  was  calculated  to  enhance  the 
value  of  that  proposal  in  their  estimation,  and  to 
induce  them  to  accept  it — thus  consumating  the 
very  evil  which  we  deprecated.  The  act  of  the 
majority  was,  in  respect  to  the  other  party,  the  act 
of  the  whole. — And  Mr.  Adams,  himself,  acknowli 
eges  that  "it  would  have  been  equally  valid  \\'ttt\» 
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nit  my  conctirence  or  signature  as  with  it."  In 
his  opinion,  therefore,  it  would  liave  been  useless, 
and  in  mine,  for  tlie  reasons  just  stated,  it  would 
have  been  highly  miscliievious  to  have  notoriously 
refused  my  acquiescence  in  the  will  of  the  majori- 
ty. For  what  is  called  asse?it  concuvretice,  and  join- 
ing in  the  offer,  was  merely  an  acquiescence  in 
that  will.  For  sucli  an  acquiesence  I  have  long 
since  accounted  to  my  conscience,  anJ  now  cheer- 
fully account  to  my  country.  By  the  principles  of 
our  institutions,  the  minority,  though  free  to  disap- 
p;  )ve  the  acts  of  a  majority,  are  bound  to  submit 
to  them.  If  Mr.  Adams  does  not  agree  with  me 
in  this  view  of  the  rights  and  duties  of  a  minority, 
lie  will  only  present  another  instuiiqe  in  wiiich  we 
dilFertVD'n  each  other  in  opinion. 

I  did  not  give  a  si/ent  vote,  which  Air.  Adams 
says,  "it  may  be  I  did"  after  haviog  said,  that  I  con- 
curred with  Mr.  Clay  in  opposing  it.  "I  did  en- 
tertain, and  express  at  Ghent,  the  opinions  discloiS- 
ed  in  my  letter;"  and,  if  I  did  not  disclose  tliem 
"to  the  cnme  e.neui,"  I  did  state  them  with  sufficient 
precision  and  perspicuity  to  entitle  them,  to  all 
the  consiilcration  which  they  rrwght  deserve. 

Mr.  Adams  charges  me  with  ascribing  to  my  col- 
lepgues,  opinions  which  they  never  entertained,  ar- 
jyumf-nfs  which  they  never  advanced,  and  doctrines 
which  they  not  only  would  disclaim  with  indigna- 
tion, but  diametrically  opposed  to  those  which  they 
(lid  maintain.  Let  it  b  remembered  here  that  my 
letter  received  fmm  Paris,  was  confined  in  justifi- 
cation  of  my  conduct,  to  combating  the  opinions, 
arguments,  and  doctrines  of  the  majority,  which,  in 
the  despatch  of  the  2Jt!»  of  December  1814,  fdj 
were  stated  by  them,  or  at  least  by  Mr.  Adams,  for 
that  despatch  was  drawn  up  by  him.  Mr.  (lallatin, 
indeed,  in  his  separate  letter  of  the  same  date,  fcj 
■loos  not  go  to  the  same  extent.  He  merely  slates 
the  aseuripiion  of  the  peculiarity  of  the  treaty  of 
1783. 

To  support  this  charge  Mr,  Adams  says,  I  impute 
to  my  colleagues  an  opinion,  that  the  independence 
of  the  United  States  ws«s  derived  from  the  treaty  of 
1783. 

In  what  part  of  my  letter  he  finds  such  an  imputa- 
tion, I  am  at  a  losy  to  discover.  In  contending 
ngaiiist  any  peculi;,rity  of  that  treaty,  I  simply  said 
"I  could  not  belii.Vf,  that  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  w::,^  derived  from  the  treaty  of  1783." 
Witliont  admit;;>tg  such  a  derivation  of  our  inde- 
pendence, I  conld  not  perceive,  indeed,  any  ground 
for  the  peculiitrity  ascribed  to  that  treaty;  for  a  mere 
recognition  <A' &  prior  7i:r/,t  hirn'ishcd  none — no  other 
treaty,  containing  sucli  recognition,  having  been 
Considered  as  possessing  it.  In  denying  sue!)  a  de- 
rivation, although  fairly  inferable  from  the  doctrine 
of  Mr.  Adams,  I  charged  no  one  with  believing  in 
it,  but  I  removed  the  only  foundation,  as  I  conceiv- 
ed, on  which  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Adams  could  be 
supported— -and,  now,  in  disclaiming  that  founda- 
*ion,  unless  he  can  show  a  better,  he  virtually  re- 
nounces that  doctrine. 

He  says,  al?o,  that  I  impute  to  my  colleagues 
"that  they  rested  their  claim  to  the  fishing  privi- 
lege on  prescription;"  but,  he  adds,  that  «'as  the  set- 
tlement of  the  colonies,  themselves,  had  Jiol  been  of 
Ume  immnnorial,  it  was  not,  aiidnever  vas  pretended 
to  be  a  title br  prescription  "  This  appears  to  have 
')ecn  a  recent  discovery.  In  the  letter  of  the  25th  of 
llec.  nbove  mentioned,  it  is  s^d  "this  liberty,  then 
(17l.!,'>)  no  7ie-u>\g-r(i7i{,  but  a  mere  recognition  of  a 
prior  right  alivays  enjoyed."  And  again,  in  the 
same  letter,  "without  adverting  to  the  ground  of 
i'ri-or  and  immemorial  usage,"  SiC,     If  I  erroneous. 


ly  inferred  from  these  passages,  that  a  title  was 
claimed  frona  prescription,  my  error  I  trust,  will  be 
considered  a  venial  one.  Mr.  Adams  can  undoubt- 
edly explain,  what  he  meant  by  "a  prior  right  aU 
ways  enjoyed,"and  by  "the  ground  of  prior  aiidim. 
memorial  vsage."  He  did  not  mean,  it  seems,  any- 
thing like  prescription.  Is  he  quite  sure,  that  ia 
discussing  this  privilege,  while  in  Efi^land  in  181.> 
or  1816,  he  never  set  up  a  prescriptive  title,  or  a  ti- 
tle from  immemorial  usage. 

Mr.  Adams,  likewise,  asserts,  that  T  represented 
"the  offer  of  an  article,  granting  to  the  British  the 
right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi  as  an  equivalent 
for  tlie  fishing  privilege  in  British  jurisdiction."  I 
certainly  believed  it  might  have  been  so  interpret- 
ed, even  in  its  ow^/;)a/ form;  and  that,  if  so  interpret- 
ed, it  could  be  made  to  mean  more  than  would  be 
meant  by  a  .simple  continuance  of  that  right,  and  of 
that  privilege  as  they  stood  vulependenthj  of  each 
other,  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  That  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  was,  at  last,  oflered,  not  under 
the  principle  of  Mr.  Ailams  or  the  status  ante  belhm, 
which  thus  far  were  the  same,  but  as  an  egjtivahnt, 
suflicieiUly  appears  from  the  documents,  notwith- 
staHding  the  subsequent  intimation  that  "we  consi- 
dered that  ofTer  as  merely  declaratory."  Besides^ 
Mr.  Gallatin  in  his  separate  letter  of  the  25th  oV 
December,  says,  "if  the  right  must  be  considered 
as  abrogated  by  tl>e  war,  we  cannot  regain  it  with- 
out o?i  equivalent.  We  ha<l  none  to  ofler  but  the 
recognition  of  tha  right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi, 
and  we  ojf'ered  it." 

I  have  now,  I  trust,  satisfactorily  explained  the. 
inconsistencies  and  tissue  of  misrepresentations  witti 
which  Mr.  Adams  has  with  so  much  dignity  and 
propriety  charged  me.  To  whom  inconsistency 
and  misrepresentatio^l  can  be  justly  imputed,  an  im- 
partial  public  is  left  to  decide. 

With  regard  to  what  is  considered  so  serious  an 
offence,  my  not  having  shown  my  letter  written  at 
Paris  to  my  colleagues,  at  the  time,  I  will  merely 
observe  that  the  majority  had  already,  in  the  de- 
spatch of  the  25th  of  Dec.  fd)  given  their  reasons 
for  the  affirmative,  without  taking  any  notice  of  the 
reasons  on  whicii  the  minority  supported  the  ne- 
gative.    I  believed  it  just  therefore  to  account  for 
my  conduct,  by  slating  my  objections  to  the  reasons 
ass'gned  by  the  majority,  and  to  these  objections  my 
letter  was  confined.     I  imputed  to  the  nriajority  no- 
thing which  they  had  not  alleged  for  themselves. 
-Their  case  was  before  the  government  on  their  own 
showing,  and  I  did  not  believe  that  there  was  any 
obligation  to  consult  them  on  the  case  of  the  mi- 
nority.    To  the  only  member  of  the  mission  who 
had  a  direct  interest  in  that  case  1  did  show  at  the 
time,  the  letter  written  at  Paris.     I  certainly  was 
not  aware  of  the  propriety  or  etiquette  of  commu- 
nicating a  priv.it9  or  separate  letter  to  my   col- 
leagues, particuL-irly  as  their  private  or  separate  let- 
ters had  not  been  communicated  to  me.     That  they 
jdid  occasionally  write  such  letters  is  not  only  pro- 
bable, but  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gallatin  of  the  25th  of 
December,  furnishes  proof  in  point.  That  letter  of 
Mr.  Gallatin  was  never  shown  to  me,  and  I  certain- 
ly never  felt  myself  aggreived  because  it  was  not, 
although  he  .stated  in  it  the  grounds  on  which  he 
had  acted  as  one  of  the  majority. 

I  here  most  solemnly  protest,  as  Mr.  Adams  ap- 
pears to  believe  a  protest  to  be  necessary  to  prove 
sincerity,  that  nothing  which  I  have  written  was  di- 
rectly or  remotely  iiitcnded  to  impiite  either  weak- 
ness,  absurdity  or  trvachcry  to  the  majority,  and 
to  infer  sucb  an  impuU'.tion  from  my  iet'er,  would 
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seem  to  require  a  mind  distorted  by  passion,  and  «'a 
jealousy  that  discolours  every  thing." 

There  was  a  difference — .tnd  1  believe  an  honest 
difference,  ot  opinion  between  me  and  some  of  my 
colleagues,  on  certain  points,  and  it'  i  felt  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  act  according  to  my  own,  I  certainly  j 
had  the  right  to  state  the  grounds  of  my  opinion  to 
those  to  whom  I  was  immediately  accountable  for 
my  conduct.  In  doing  tins,  I  accused  no  one — and 
if  in  endeavoring  to  prove  that  my  opinion  was  cor- 
rect, 1  implied  tiiat  the  opin-on  of  those,  who  differ- 
ed  from  me,  was  incorrect,  I  did  no  more  towards 
them,  than  what,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
was  indispensable,  or  than  what  they,  in  defending 
their  opinion,  must  necessarily  have  done  towards 
me.  Mr.  Adams,  indeed,  goes  much  further.  He 
appears  to  believe  that  self-vindication  cannot  be 
separated  from  reproach.  In  a  conscientious  differ^ 
ence  of  opinion  between  fallible  men,  who  reason 
but  to  err,  there  can  be  no  just  cause  for  reproach 
— but  a  pretended  difference  of  opinion  between 
infallible  men,  must  necessarily  imply  wilful  error 
somewliere.  I  do  not  pretend  to  infallibility  and 
I  sincerely  pity  those  who  do.  It  may  be  less  dif- 
ficult to  some  minds  to  abuse  the  man,  than  to  re- 
fute the  argument.  «'Censure,  reproach  and  mis- 
representation is,  indeed,  a  shorter  and  easier  pro- 
cess." 

1  still  differ  with  Mr.  Adams  on  his  doctrine,  that 
the  treaty  of  1783,  by  reason  of  its  peculiarity, 
could  not  be  abrogated  by  war. 

I  still  differ  with  him  concerning  the  relative  va- 
lue of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  and  the 
fishing  privilege. 

I  still  differ  with  him,  in  respect  to  the  consis- 
tency of  his  principle  with  the  proposal  which  was 
fivsi  decided  on,  and,  after  a  period  of  three  weeks, 
actually  offered  by  a  majority. 

I  shall  probably  continue  to  differ  with  him  on 
these  points, unless  he  can  produce  other  and  bel- 
ter reasons  for  my  conversion  than  those  contained 
in  his  remarks. 

For  his  doctrine,  he  appeals  to  a  class  of  treaties 
which  are  not  known  to  exist,  and  to  the  ordeal  of 
minds  with  which  he  has  not  made  u-i  acquainted. 
He  relies  on  imtinci  when  he  says  "I  stop  here  for 
a  moment  to  observe  how  instinctively  both  parlies 
recur  to  the  treaty  of  1783  with  a  coiiciousness<//ai 
it  -was  yet  in  full  force,"  when  at  the  very  first  con- 
ference the  British  ministers  gave  us  notice  that 
the  fishing  privilege,  granted  by  that  treaty,  would 
not  be  renewed,  without  an  equivalent,  thus  con- 
sidering that  treaty  to  be  at  end. 

Express  renunciation  or  conquest,  that  is,  con- 
sent on  our  part  or  force  on  the  part  of  (ireat  Bri- 
lain,  might,  according  to  Mr.  Adams  himself,  abro- 
gate our  rights  under  tlie  ttie  treaty  of  1783 — and 
these  are  precisely  the  means  only  by  which  we 
can  be  deprived  of  our  rights  under  any  treaty. — 
The  peculiarity,  therefore,  for  which  Mr.  Adams 
contends,  is  left  on  a  very  equivocal  foundation. — 
Mr.  Adams  insinuates  that  the  convention  of  1818 
confirms  his  doctrine,  and  gives  a  final  stroke  to 
mine.  That  convention  does  not  contaia  the  slight- 
est allusion  to  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Adams,  nor  even 
to  the  treaty  of  17rf3;  but  settles  tine  differences 
which  had  arisen  on  the  subject  by  a  grant  entirely 
new. 

By  the  way,  if  an  express  renr.nciation  was  neces- 
sary, on  our  part,  to  surrender  \he  fishing  privileges, 
the  impKcif  renunciation,  whioh  Mr.  Adams  says  was 
made  by  the  British,  cannot  be  sufficient  to  surren, 
der  their  right  to  navigate  fhe  Mississippi— accord- 


ing to  Mr.  Adams,  therefore,  that  right  is  unim 
paired. 

J  certainly  was  not  willing  to  renounce  or  to  sur- 
render the  fishing  privilege  to  force  or  conquest, 
but  I  was  willing  to  adopt  a  doctrine,  which  1  believ- 
ed and  still  believe  to  be  the  true  one — and  which,  if 
it  deprived  us  of  the  benefit  of  the  fishing  privilege, 
released  us  at  the  sane  time  from  the  evils  of  the 
British  right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi,  because  f 
uelieved  those  evils  outweighed  that  benefit,  f 
have  seen  no  cause  smce  to  change  this  opinion. 

All  that  Mr.  Atlams  says,  in  his  remarks  concern« 
ing  the  fishing  privilege,  is  "that  we  had  renounce 
ed  certain  parts  which, -wiihoiit  bein^  of  much  use  t» 
ourselves,  had  been  found  very  inconvenient  to  the 
British — and  that  my  views,  with  regard  to  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  fisiiing  interest,  he  believes,  to  be  as 
incorrect  as  my  princijileson  which  I  would  havo 
surrendered  it.  If  I  erred  in  my  estimate  of  the 
fishing  privilege,  there  is  nothing  in  these  remarks 
of  Mr.  Adams  to  demonstrate  my  error.  I  acted 
on  the  best  information  which  I  had  at  the  time. 
And,  if  I  erred,  my  error  could  "not  deserve  re- 
proach. I  believe,  however,  that  the  views,  dis- 
closed in  my  letter,  did  not  underrate  or  depre- 
ciate that  privilege.  The  most  au*'ientic  informa- 
tion which  I  liuve  until  now,  been  able  to  obtain  on 
the  subject,  justifies  the  opinion  which  I  then  enter- 
tained in  relation  to  it.  I  am  informed  by  respectJ- 
ble  citizens,  well  acquainted  with  the  business,  that 
few  or  no  fish  are  now  dried  or  cured  within  the  Bri- 
tish jurisdiction,  and  that  most  if  not  all  that  are 
taken  there,  are  taken  by  the  few  fishermen  who 
have  not  sufficient  capital  to  procure  vessels  of 
adequate  size  and  strength  to  fish  on  the  grand 
banks  or  in  the  open  sea — and  that  even  those  few 
fishermen  are  annually  decreasing  in  number. 

With  regard  to  the  British  right  to  navigate  the 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Adams  says  that  it  was  a  mere 
phantom — that  they  had  enjoyed  it  for  30  years 
without  using'  it — that  in  all  human  probability  it 
never  would  have  been  of  more  bewjidal  use  to  the 
British  nation,  than  would  be  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  the  right  of  navigating  the  Bridge- 
water  canal  or  the  Danube — and  that  in  surren- 
dering it,  the  British  would  have  surrendered  abso- 
lutely nothing.  Although  all  t^iis  was  not  said  at 
Ghent/0  the  same  extent,  yei  Mr.  Adams  certainly  did 
express  there  his  r;reat  contempt  of  the  British 
right  to  reach  and  navigate  that  ri  ?er.  I  have  good 
reason  to  believe,  however,  that  thore  was  not  ano- 
ther member  of  the  mission  who  entertained  the 
same  opinion.  Each  member  estimaied  different- 
ly, the  importance  of  that  right,  according  to  his 
own  information  and  impressions.  Some  believed 
it  to  be  of  more  im[)ortance — some  of  less  import' 
ance,  and  some  of  about  the  same  importance  as 
the  fishing  privilege,  but  not  one,  excepting  Mr.' 
Adams,  considered  it  a  mere  phantom  worth  ab- 
solutely nothing.  Mr.  Gallatin  appears  to  have 
thought  it  equal,  at  least,  to  the  fishing  privilego 
Inhisseperate  letter,  already  mentioned,  (c)  he  say* 
"if  the  right"  (ttie  fishing  privilege)  "must  be 
considered  as  abrogated  by  the  wMr,  we  cannot 
regain  it  without  an  equivalent  We  had  none  to 
offer  but  the  recognition  of  their  right  to  navigate 
the  Mississippi,  and  we  offered  it.  On  this  last' 
supposition,"  (the  abrogation  of  the  tBtaty  of  ir83t 
by  war)  "this  right  is  also  lost  to  them,  and  in  « 
general  point  of  vie-.v  we  have  certainly  loH  nothing!* 
The  necessary  construction  of  this  clause  is,  that  by 
abrogating  the  Mississippi  right,  we  gained  as 
much  as  we  lost  by  abrogating  the  fishing  privilege 
—and  thus,  in  a  general  point  of  rdere,  we  lost  n(rth  j 
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ng  by  abrogating  both— thus  making  the  two  of 
equal  value. 

1  certainly  difTered  very  much  from  Mr.  Adams 
]n  his  estimate  of  this   right  under  his  doctrine, 

united  with  his  construction  or  ur.der  his  proposal. 
1  did  nnt  appreciate  it  by  the  mere  beneficial  or 
lep'timaie  uses  that  might  be  made  ot  it.  Its  im- 
portance I  considered  to  be  derived  from  its  evils 

from  the  abuse  of  it,  and  from  the  pernicious  fa- 

cilitv  uhich   it  would  afford  to  British  smugglers 


any  treaty — and  on  that  high  spirit  and  resistless 
energy  which  dictated  and  accomplished  that  de- 
claration. Whenever  that  independence,  or  any 
of  t!ie  essential  attributes  of  the  sovereignty,  which 
necessarily  results  from  it,  shall  be  denied  or  ques- 
tioned, I  trust  in  God  and  the  valor,  not  of  the  West 
only,  but  of  all,  that  we  shall  not  resort  to  the  dreams 
of  a  visionar)',  or  the  dead  letter  of  a  treaty,  to  as- 
sart our  riguts  and  rank  among  the  nations  of  the 
world. 


.-indP.ritish  emissaries — to  defraud  the  revenue  and)  I  shall  no'.v  close  this  defence  against  an  unpro- 
tfle.^citethe  Indians  If  our  instructions,  of  the  15th  ,  voked  and  unprincipled  attack,  trusting  it,  for  my 
efAprd  1813,  had  been  no  longer  imperative,  they  ]  vindication,  with  the  justice  and  liberality  of  my 
♦  uniished.  at  least,  evidence  in  point,  v.'hich  wus  j  fellow  citizens.  If  [  hyd  been  pnviously  entrusted 
entitled  to  attention.  The  privilege  of  British  t  with  the  remarks  of  .Mr.  Adams,  as  he  frankly  was 
traders  from  GaTiada,  and  the  Northwest  company,  j  with  the  pai)er  which  has  mainly  been  the  subject  of 
were  not  to  be  renewed,  because  ^'ihe pemiciom  ef-  { them;  I  should  have  liad  an  opportunity  of  simultane- 
fects  ofihis  prixnleqe  had  been  most  se7isidii'fe!t  in  the  |  ously  offering  these  ex'planations,  and  been  spared 
nreser.t,  war,  /w  the  infiuence  ivhicli  it  gave  ov:r  our    the  unpleasant  necessity  of  thus  appealing  to  the 


Indians,  7ehise  whole  Jorce  has  been  -zvielded  bij  means 
thereof  agaimt  the  inhabitams  of  our  loeslcrn  states 
and  territories," 

We  ourselves  had  borne  testimony,  during  the 
negociation,  to  the  magnitude  of  the  evil  resulting 
from  allowing  to  Uritisix  traders  and  agents  access 
to  our  Indians.  In  our  note  to  the  British  minis- 
ters  of  the  21st  of  Sept.  1814,  we  say,  "  I'he  un- 
dersigned very  sincerely  regret  to  be  obhged  to  say 
fhat  an  irresistible  ma':i  of  evidence,  consisting 
principally  of  the  correspondence  of  British  olli- 
cers  and  agents,  part  only  of  which  has  already 
been  published  in  ,\merica,  establishes,  beyond  all 
rational  doubt,  the  fact  that  a  cw?t«7i<  system  of  e.r. 


ritf'n-'nt  to  these  hostihties  was  pursued  by  British,  dated  25th  of  .'une,  1814 


public.  If  I  have  not  retorted  the  virulence  and  ac- 
rimony of  Mr  Adams,  it  is  because  !  have  not  felt 
them  sutHciently  to  forget  t!ie  respect  which  I  owe 
to  myself  and  the  public.  1  regret,  equally  with 
Mr.  Adams,  the  necessity  wiiicli  he  has  supposed 
to  exist  for  tlie  virulent  chiracter  of  his  remarks; 
but  I  shall  have  abundant,  reason  to  rejoice,  if,  in 
directing  the  infirmities  of  his  temper  against  me, 
they  shall  have  been  diverted  from  a  course  in  which 
they  might  have  been  disastrous  to  the  country. 

.lONATIIAX  liUSSEL. 

(«)  r.\trart  of  a  letter  of  instruction?,  received 
from  the  secretary   by  commissioners  at    Ghent, 


trarle's  and  agents  ivho  had  nccens  to  our  Indians,  not 
onlv  without  being  discountenanced,  but  witii  fre- 
«\uent  encouragement  by  tiie  British  authorities— 
And  if  they  ever  dissuai'.ed  the  Indians  from  com- 
mencing hostilities,  it  was  only  by  advising  tl^em, 
as  in  prudence,  to  suspend  their  attacks  untd  Great 
iJritain  could  recognize  them  in  the  war." 

Here  was  surely  evidence  to  prove  the  danger  of 
giving  to  British  traders  and  agents  access  to  our 
Indian'^.  If  this  access,  owing  to  existing  circum- 
stances, had  not  hitherto,  to  any  great  extent,  been 
practically  derived  from  the  right  to  approach  and 
to  navigate  the  Mississippi,  yet  this  right,  having 
become  the  only  means  of  access,  would  undoubted- 
ly have  been  made  the  thorough-fare  of  this  nefa- 
rious intercourse.  If  I  erred  in  this  opinion,  stiU 
I  should  hope  to  find  charity  for  my  motives.  As  a 
citizen  of  Massachusetts,  I  believed  that  justice" 
and  sound  policy  requried  that  we  should  treat  fair- 
ly and  liberally  every  other  section  of  the  union, 
and  to  do  as  we  would  be  done  by.  Asa  minister 
of  the  United  States,  it  was  my  duty  to  act  impar- 
tially towards  the  great  whole. 

The  inconsistency  of  Mr.  Vdams'  doctrine,  with 
his  conduct,  in  relation  to  the  fishing  liberty,  needs 
no  Ulustratioi},  If  that  liberty  was,  as  he  alleged, 
vBseparable  from  the  general  right,  why  separate 
them,  by  offering  a  specific  proposition  lor  the  one, 
and  leaving  the  other  to  rest  on  the  treaty  of  1783? 
Jf  this  liberty  was,  by  our  instructions,  included  in 
the  right,  why  discuss  it,  as  those  instructions  for- 
bid us  to  bring  that  rigiit  into  discussion?  If  tiiis 
liberty  was  an  attribute  of  our  independence,  why 
rely  for  its  continuance  on  the  peaiHariUf  of  a  trea- 
tj'.  and  at  the  same  time  offer  to  make  it  an  article 
of  another  treaty,  where  there  couhl  be  no  such  pe- 
culiarity to  perpetuate  it?  If  that  liberty  was,  in- 
dee<l,  an  attribute  of  our  independence,  I  say  that 
it  depended  on  no  treaty,  but  on  those  eternal  prin- 
ciples  on  which  it  had  bee.n  declared  previous  to 


Infoimation  has  been  received,  from  a  quarter 
deserving  attention,  that  the  late  events  in  France 
have  produced  such  an  elVect  on  the  Bntisii  govern- 
ment, as  to  make  it  probable  that  a  demand  will  be 
made  at  Gothenbui  gh  to  surrender  our  riqht  to  tlie 
fisiieries,  to  abandon  ail  tratle  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  to  cede  Louisiana  to  Spain.  \Ve 
cannot  believe  that  such  a  demand  will  be  made; 
should  it  be,  you  will,  of  course,  treat  it  as  it  de- 
serves.  These  rights  mnst  not  be  brought  into  discH?* 
sio?i.     If  insisted  on,  your  negocinlians  -rvill  cease," 

fb  )  Extract  of  a  letter  of  instructions  from  the 
secretary  of  state  to  the  American  commissioners, 
dated  loth  April,  1813. 

"Tiie  article  in  the  treaty  of  17W,  which  allows 
British  traders  from  Canada,  and  the  North- West 
Company,  to  carry  on  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  must  not  be 
renewed.  The  pernicious  effects  of  this  privilege 
have  been  most  sensibly  felt  in  the  present  war,  by 
the  infiuen.ce  which  it  gave  to  the  traders  over  t!)e 
Indians,  wUose  whole  force  has  been  wielded,  l)y 
means  thereof,  against  the  inhabitants  of  our  west- 
ern states  and  territories.  Vou  will  avoid  also  anv 
stipulation,  that  might  restrain  the  United  State's 
from  increasing  tiieir  naval  force,  to  any  extent 
they  may  think  projiuer,  on  the  lakes,  held  in  com- 
mon;  or  excluding  the  British  traders  from  the  na- 
vigation of  the  lakes  and  rivers  exclusively  within 
our  oA'n  jurisdiction." 

frJBxtract  of  a  letter  from  Albert  Gallatin,  esq. 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated  25th  of  December 
1814: 

«'0n  the  subject  of  the  fisheries,  within  the  iurh- 
diction  of  Great  Britain,  we  hive  certainly  done  all 
that  could  be  done.  If,  according  to  the  construe- 
tion  of  the  treaty  of  1783  which  we  assumed,  the 
right  was  not  abrogated  by  the  war,  it  remains  en- 
tire,  since  we  most  explicitly  refused  to  renounce 
it,  either  directly  or  i'ndiTectlj,    In  fh-at  ctr-.  it  .i 
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only  an  unsettled  subject  of  difference  between  the 
two  countries.  //  the  right  must  be  considered  as 
abrogated  by  the  -war,  we  cannot  reg'^in  it  withoitl  an 
equivalent.  We  had  none  to  jj^ive  but  the  recognition 
oj  their  right  to  navigate  the  JMississiltfji,  and  we  of- 
fered it.  On  this  last  supposition  this  right  is  also 
lost  to  them;  and,  in  a  general  point  of  view,  we  cer- 
tainly have  lost  nothing." 

f  (/JExtract  from  a  despatch  from  the  American 
plenipotentiaries  to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated 
Ghent,  25th  of  December,  1814: 

"At  ihefrst  conference,  on  the  Sth  of  August,  the 
British  plenipotentiaries  had  notitied  us,  that  the 
British  government  did  not  intend,  henceforth,  to 
allow  to  tlie  people  of  the  United  States,  withnnt  an 
equivalent,  the  liberties  to  fish,  and  to  dry  and  cure 
iish,  within  the  exclusive  British  jurisdiction,  stipu- 
lated in  their  favor  by  the  latter  part  of  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  oi peace  of  1783.  And,  in  the 
note  of  the  19th  of  August,  the  British  ])!e!iipoten- 
tiaries  had  demanded  a  ne~.u  siijmhition  to  secure  *o 
British  subjects  tiie  right  of  navigating  tiie  Missis 
sippi,  a  demand  which,  unless  -warranted  by  anolher 
article  of  the  same  treaty  of  1783,  we  could  not  per- 
ceive that  Great  Britain  had  any  colorable  pretext 
for  making.  Our  instructions  had  forbidden  us  to 
suffer  our  right  to  the  Jisheries  to  be  brought  iido  dis- 
cussion, and  had  not  uiithoriztd  us  to  make  any  dis 
linction  in  the  several  prtivisions  of  the  third  article  ot 
the  treaty  of  1783,  or  between  that  arucle  ant!  any 
other  of  the  same  treaty.  We  hart  no  equivaleiit  tn 
offer  for  a  neiv  recognition  of  our  right  to  any  part 
of  the  lislieries,  and  we  had  no  pou-er  to  grant  any 
equivalent  which  might  be  asked  for  it  by  the  Bri- 
tish government.  We  contended  tliat  ilie  whole 
treaty  of  1783  must  be  considereci  as  one  entire  and 
permanent  compact,  not  liable,  like  ordinary  treaties, 
to  be  abrogated  by  a  subsequent  war  between  the  parties 
to  it;  as  an  instrument  recognizing  the  rights  and  li- 
berties enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  Uniteil  States  ns  an 
independent  nation,  and  contaiinng  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions on  which  the  two  parts  of  one  empire  had 
mutually  agreed,  thevcrforth,  to  constitute  two  dis- 
tinct and  separate  nations.  In  consenting,  by  that 
treaty,  that  a  part  of  the  North  American  continent 
should  remain  subject  to  the  British  jurisdiction,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  had  reserved  to  them- 
selves the  liberty,  -uhich  they  had  ever  before  enjoyed, 
of  fishing  on  that  part  of  the  coast,  and  of  drying  anil 
curing  fish  upon  theshores — and  this  reservation  had 
been  agreed  to  by  the  other  contracting  party.  He  saw 
not  why  this  liberty,  then  no  new  grant,  but  a  m  ere 
recognition  of  a  prior  right,  should  be  forfeited  by 
war,  any  more  than  any  other  of  the  rights  of  our 
national  independence — or  why  we  should  need  a 
new  stipulation  for  its  enjoyment  more  than  we 
needed  a  ne-zv  article  to  declare  that  the  king  of  G.  B. 
treated  loith  us  asfree,sovcreign  and  independent  states. 
We  stated  this  principle,  in  general  terms,  to  the 
British  plenipotentiaries  in  the  note  which  we  sent 
to  them  with  our  project  of  the  treaty — and  we  al- 
ledged  it  as  the  ground  upon  which  no  new  stipu- 
lation  was  deemed  by  our  government  necessary  to 
secure  to  the  people  of  the  United  Sfates  all  the 
rights  and  liberties,  stipulated  intheirfa\or  by  tlie 
treaty  of  1783.  -Vo  repUi  to  that  part  of  our  note 
was  given  by  the  British  plenipotentiaries;  but,  in 
returning  our  project  of  a  treaty,  they  added  a 
clause  to'one  of  the  articles,  stipulating  for  a  right 
for  British  subjects  to  navigate  the  Mississippi, 
without  adverting  to  the  ground  of  prior,  and  imme- 
-mrial  usuage,  if  the  principle  ifcre  just,  that  the  trea- 


of  1783,  from  its  peculiar  character,  remai:;ed  in 
force  in  all  its  parts,  notwithstanding  the  «var,  no 
new  stipulation  was  necessary  to  secure  to  the  sub. 
jects  of  Great  Britain  the  right  of  navigating  tii.e 
Mississippi  as  far  as  t', at  right  was  secured  bv  tlie 
treaty  of  1783;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  no  nen  stip- 
ulation was  necessary  to  secure  to  the  people  ol"  the 
United  States  the  liberty  to  fish  and  to  dry  and 
cure  fish,  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  (Gr-.-at 
Britain.  If  they  asked  tlie  navigation  of  tfiv  Mis. 
s.ssippi,  as  a  netv  claim,  they  could  not  expect  we 
should  grant  it  without  an  eqitivnlent;  if  thoy  ask. 
edit  because  it  had  been  g'.anied  in  1783,  they 
must  recognize  the  claim  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  the  liberty  to  fish  and  to  dry  and 
cure  fish,  in  qu'  ston. 

To  place  both  points  beyond  all  firure  controver- 
sy, A  :MAJoiiiTy  OF  us  determined  to  offer  to  admit  an 
article  confirming  both  rights." 


CHKONICLE. 

The  Jllacedonian  has  left  Havana  on  a  cruise-  — 
her  officers  and  crew  were  becoming  sickly.  The 
brig  Enterprize  has  arrived  at  Charleston  from  a 
cruise. 

The  Bangor  bank,  in  Maine,  has  failed — a  large 
quantity  of  Its  notes  were  in  circulation  at  Rosion, 
and  caused  much  excitement  there.  Some  say  that 
tliere  has  been  first  rate  swindling  in  this  affiiir — 
wliich  is  likely  enough.  It  is  estimated  that,  before 
the  failure  of  this  bank,  the  people  of  New  England 
had  siifTtred  r,.  loss  of  more  tJian  l,300,00tJ  dollars 
by  tl'.e  fuiiure  of  country  banks! 

The  law.'  The  case  of  A.  Lithgow,  for  r/(/«/ra?- 
inq-  one  of  the  Virginia  banks,  is  not  jet  dfxided. 
Exception  after  exception  is  taken  to  the  proceed- 
ings against  iiim — the  verdict  f)f  a  year's  imprison- 
ment in  the  [jenitertiary  is  supt^rceded,  and  the 
probability  is  that  he  will  get  clear. 

Counterfeiters.  A  parly  of  12  or  15  gentlemen 
lately  started  from  Tuskaloosa,  Alabama,  and  pe- 
netrated tlie  wilderness  nearly  100  .niles,  to  break 
up  a  nest  of  counterfeiters  which  was  bel'eved  to 
exist  there.  Vhey  completely  succeeded,  cuuTlit 
five  of  the  rogues  actually  at  work  in  a  cavern,  and, 
having  broken  up  the  establishment,  brought  them 
in  for  justice,  together  with  many  evidences  of 
their  skill.  Tlie  paper  was  made,  the  plates  en- 
graved and  worked  off,  and  afterwards  signed  at 
tliis  place.  One  of  the  persons  taken  is  a  famous 
engraver  named  Thomas  Davis,  or  Dixon. 

limited  pnrtnershifis — The  legislature  of  Connec- 
ticut, at  their  recent  session,  passed  the  bill  autho- 
rizing limited  partnerships,  to  the  same  eiiect  with 
the  French  law  on  this  subject. 

A  panther,  nine  feet  long,  was  lately  found  dead 
on  the  shore  of  lake  Ontario,  supposed  to  h«ve  pe- 
rished in  a  rencontre  with  a  deer  in  the  water. 
Another  of  the  species  has  been  seen — but,  for  12 
or  14  jearS;  it  was  thought  tliat  this  animal  i.ad 
been  exterminated  in  that  neighborhood. 

The  Jhl:ansas.  It  is  ascerf.ained  that  this  great 
river  is  navigable  for  steam-boats  at  l-'-.ast  550  or 
600  miles  from  its  mouth.  It  is  believed  that  it  is 
capable  of  such  a  navig.ition  several  hundred  miles 
further! 

J^avy  department,  26th  June,  1822— General  or- 
der: .Midshipmen  who  have  been  examined,  and 
found  qualified  for  promotion,  will  wear,  by  way  of 
distinction,  a  gold  star,  in  the  centre  of  the  gold 
diamond  now  worn  on  the  collar  of  their  coats. 
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To  suBSCHiBEHs.  The  pressure  of  the  times,  per- 
haps generally,  and  an  expectation  to  be  called 
upon  by  ag'ents  in  certain  instances,  have  caused  a 
very  unusual  and  discouraging  defalcation  of  our 
customary  receipts;  and  matters  have  at  length  ar- 
rived at  such  an  accumulated  difficulty,  as  to  veii 
derit  necessary  thus  to  request  all  our  friends  and 
subscribers  to  make  an  examination  into  the  little 
att'airs  between  them  and  us.  It  is  extremely  un- 
pleasant, at  this  period  of  our  work,  to  believe  it 
rightful  to  make  this  common  call  for  relief— we 
ought  now  to  have  been  above  it.  But  it  is  hoped 
that  those  whom  it  concerns,  will  promptly  attend 
to  it,  and  immediately  make  rtniittances  by  mail, 
at  the  cost  and  risk  of  the  editor.  A  greater  facility 
than  is  here  suggested,  he  knows  not  how  to  offer 
to  such  as  are  disposed  to  keep  themselves  square 
with  him;  and,  scattered  as  the  subscribers  are 
over  the  whole  union,  the  only  evidence  of  such 
disposition  that  can  be  generally  accepted,  will  be 
a  remittance  of  what  may  be  owing  to  him. 

At  the  close  of  the  present  editorial  year,  (next 
month),  it  is  desired  that  agents  and  collectors  for 
this  work  v<i!l  make  a  particular  return  of  their 
proceedings,  and  render  an  account  of  delinquents; 
in  the  mean  time  doing  all  that  they  can  to  remit 
what  is  due  to  the  establishment. 

ExcHAKGE  OF  PAPERS.  Some  months  ago,  we  over- 
hauled and  razeed  our  exchange  list  considerably, 
but  not  so  severely  as  we  ought  to  have  done,  and 
the  names  of  many  newspapers,  valuable,  perhaps, 
in  the  respective  neighborhoods  in  which  they  are 
printed,  were  stricken  of'".  The  list  is  still  burthen- 
some  and  really  oppressive,  and  it  shall  receive 
another  and  a  more  strict  examination  at  the  close 
of  the  present  volume  of  the  Ukgisteu,  which  will 
end  with  August  ensuing:  it  will  be  discontinued  to 
every  publisher  whose  promise  to  "pay  the  differ- 
ence" has  not  been  redeemed  by  cash  or  in  the 
performance  of  good  offices — in  some  cases  more 
than  the  equivalent  thereof. 

As  applications  for  exchange  are  made  several 
times  in  a  week,  it  may  be  well  to  state  the  terms 
on  which  fellow-publishers  may  obtain  this  paper, 
if  desired  by  them: 

In  general,  it  will  be  exchanged  with  any  one 
who  issues  a  publication  of  a  like  nominal  value 
per  annum:  and  with  all  who  publish  works  of  a 
less  nominal  value,  the  difference  being  paid  in  ad- 
vance. To  some,  the  editor  hereof  pays  that  dif- 
ference— and  if  any,  whose  papers  are  of  a  greater 
annual  cost  than  his,  who  do  not  receive  money 
on  account  of  the  exchange,  are  pleased  to  strike 
the  Register  fron^their  lists,  they  will  do  so  with- 
out  affording  a  shadow  for  ofTenoe.  What  we  do 
to  others  we  are  quite  willing  should  be  done 
unto  us. 

Some  peculiar  circumstance  or  location  may  in- 
duce us  to  make  new  exchanges,  without  a  pay- 
ment of  the  difference — but  persons  proposing 
such  an  exchange,  will  take  it  for  granted  that  it 
is  not  acceded  to,  unless  our  paper  is  immediately 
Ibrwarded  in  return;  and  act  accordingly. 

CossTiTUTiox  OF  New  Yohk.  The  editors  of 
the  "Albany  Argus,"  copying  our  para'^raph  re* 

voT..  yxTi. — r^f). 


specting  the  inaccuracy  of  the  constitution  of  this 
state,  as  inserted  in  the  Register,  observes — "We 
can  explain  to  Mr.  Niles,  how  this  mistake  in  the 
New  York  city  papers,  happened.  After  the  con- 
vc-ntioQ  had  decided  on  the  various  amendments 
and  alterations,  they  proposed  to  have  made  in  our 
constitution;  a  comm'.ttee  whs  appointed  to  incor- 
porate and  consolidate  into  an  amended  coiistitution, 
all  the  sections  and  provisions  of  the  old  constitu- 
tion, which  had  not  been  altered  or  abolished  by 
the  convention,  together  with  the  alterations  and 
amendments  which  they  had  approved. 

"This  committee  made  a  report,  which,  after  un- 
dergoing several  amendments,  was  finally  adopted: 
And  we  recollect  that  some  of  the  New  York  pa- 
pers published  this  report,  without  the  amendments, 
as  the  constitution  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
convention."  <^\^&  are  indebted  to  the  editors  of 
the  "Argus"  from  an  official  copy — for  which  act 
of  politeness  they  will  please  to  accept  our  thanks. 
We  shall  insert  it  at  some  convenient  season. 

The  cEssrs.  We  have  so  long  deferred  the  pub- 
lication of  the  census  of  1820,  in  detail  by  counties 
of  the  different  slates,  because  the  return  from 
Alabama  svas  not  completed.  It  is  now  stated  that 
the  census  of  that  state  has  been  perfected,  and  that 
it  will  be  entitled  to  three  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives. 

As,  in  1816,  we  pretty  well  calculated  what  would 
be  the  population  of  most  of  the  states  in  1820,  we 
have  nearly  expended  this  week  in  considering  and 
locating  the  population  of  1830 — the  result  is 
shewn  in  the  most  labored  table  that  we  evermade, 
which,  with  some  accompanying  and  explanatory 
remarks,  is  intended  for  our  next  publication.  We 
have  a  hope  that  it  will  excite  reflections  of  a  very 
important  character.  It  will  surely  amuse  the  cu- 
rious, and  may  instruct  statesmen,  by  leading  thenj 
to  think  on  the  power  and  progress  of  population 
in  this  republic. 

North  asd  south.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  any  im- 
portance, as  we  know  of,  whether  .Mexico  is  in  Nortft 
or  South  America; — but  as  every  body  in  the  world, 
who  thinks  at  all  on  the  subject,  admits  that  it  be- 
longs aspiuch  to  North  America  asthe  United  States 
do,  we  have  oftentimes  to  wonder  at  the  careless- 
ness of  editors  in  sending  this  great  empire  across 
the  line.  Even  the  "National  Intelligencer"  speak- 
ing of  boundaries,  tells  us  it  '«is  possible  that  colli- 
sions may  arise  between  us  and  the  governments  o? 
South  America,"  and  refeisto  the  province  of  Texas, 
which  joins  the  state  of  Louisiana  and  territory 
of  Arkansas,  as  containing  the  subject  of  probable 
dispute.  We  are  not  in  the  habit  of  noting  such  er- 
rors, generdly  the  effect  of  a  running  quill,  for  we 
have  enough  of  them  to  account  for  of  our  own  mak- 
ing—but this  error  is  a  common  one,  and  mislead* 
and  distracts  many,  especially  the  youth — and  it 
ought  to  be  corrected. 

Shot  is  made,  in  any  quantity,  at  Herculaneum, 
30  miles  below  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  at  about  two 
cents  above  the  price  of  lead,  which  is  five  cents 
a  pound,  and  of  a  quality  so  superior  to  the  Eng- 
lislX  tti?tit  regularly  ««ajnukn<l<>  »«*nt  more  ia  tjje 
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pounJ  in  the  New-Orleans  market.  At  Herculane-  i 
um  there  are  towers  not  made  by  the  hands  of  man, 
but  of  perp  idicular  rock,  from  100  to  300  feet 
high,  on  the  margin  of  the  Mississippi,  from  the 
top  of  which  the  melted  lead  is  poured,  and  taken 
up  in  shot  at  the  water's  edge,  and  conveyed  in 
boats  wheresoever  it  is  wanted. 

Stkaai  vessels,   a  great  improvement  in  the  ap- 
plication of  steam  for  propeiliiig  vessels,  is  said  to  i 
have  been  exhibited  in  Scotland.     It  will  enable  ! 
them  to  be  applied  to  can:ii  or  deep  sea  navigation.. 
The  moving  power  is  altogether  confined  -iviihin 
the  two  sides  and  stc  n  and  stern  of  the  vessel. 
The  danger  to  the  paddles  is  thus  obviated,  the 
vessel  has  no  unusual  appearance,  and  may,  in  a 
few  minutes,  be  converted  into  an  ordinary  sailing 
vessel.     So  says  the  account. 

A  steam  carriage,  to  ply  on  a  common  road,"  is 
building  in  London.  It  is  to  have  the  power  of  six 
horses. 

"Unco^mos  law  suit,  a  gentleman  of  Provi- 
dence,  R.  I.  being  at  New-York,  gratuitously  took 
charge  of  u  package  containing  11,000  dollars  in 
gold,  to  convey  it  from  one  place  to  the  other.  It 
was  stolen  from  the  steam  boat  at  New-York,  and 
HO  tidings  of  it  have  been  received  since.  The 
owners  have  brought  an  action  against  the  gentle- 
man for  the  recovery  of  the  money,  pleading  a 
want  of  care  to  preserve  the  property  entrusted  to 
bim.  The  cause  has  been  tried  at  Providence,  but 
the  jury  could  not  agree  on  a  verdict,  and  a  new 
trial  must  be  had. 

Co.NNECTicuT.  We  have  an  account  of  the  finan- 
cial concerns  of  this  state  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March  1822.  The  expenses  amounted  only  to  the 
sum  of  §55,284,09  viz. 

For  salaries         .        ,        .        13,101  00 
The  legislature       .        .        .     14,007  94 
judiciary      .        »        .        11,398  57 
Paupers  •         .         «         .       5,157  30 

Newgate  prison  .        .  5,263  25 

Quarter  master's  department  640  00 

Contingencies     .        .        ,  5,716  03 

55,284  09 
The  balance  left  in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  Vv'as  18,290  78.  The  permanent  funds  of  the 
state,  (exclusive  of  the  sciiool  fund),  amount  to 
404,968  dollars,  about  100,000  of  which  in  the  U.  S. 
funded  debt,  the  rest  in  the  stocks  of  the  local 
banks. 

33=  The  very  important  constitutional  matters 
urged  in  the  able  essay,  or  message,  ot  governor 
Wolcott  to  the  legislature  of  Connecticut,  will 
command  the  attention  of  the  reflecting.  It  is 
the  first  duty  of  a  man,  after  paying  reverence  to 
liis  CuEATon,  to  provide  for  himself  and  his  family, 
by  honest  industry  and  faithful  application  to  busi- 
ness; but  second  to  this,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  republi- 
can to  investigate  and  ascertain  first  principles,  and 
apply  them  to  practice,  through  his  vote  at  the 
polls"  and  the  interest  that  he  may  acquire  by  his 
devotion  to  the  public  good.  These  remarks  are 
general  If  the  people  will  not  think  for  them- 
selves, there  are  enough  that  will  take  snug  offices 
and  fat  contracts  and  agree  to  save  them  the  trouble 
of  it,  as  in  Kussia,  England  and  elsewhere.  But  it 
is  only  tyrants  that  hate  a  thinking  people — they  are 
the  pride  of  honest  and  honorable  governments; 
the  sunshine  of  peace  and  thunderbolt  of  war» 


Nkw  HAMPsarnE.  From  various  returns  recently 
laid  before  the  legislature,  we  abstract  the  follow- 
ing  summary  statements: 

.Militia — 3  divisions,  made  up  of  6  brigades  and 
38  regiments— each  having  the  requisite  staff"  and 
field  officers.  Tliere  are  41  companies  of  cavalry, 
which,  besides  the  commissioned  and  non-commis. 
sioned  officers,  have  1,450  privates:  38  companies 
of  artillery,  and,  as  above,  979  privates:  376  com- 
panies of  infantry,  iiaving  the  full  quantity  of  offi- 
cers  and 21,124  privates:  8  companies  of  rifiemen, 
properly  officered,  and  237  privates.  The  return 
of  arms  shews  1,449  cavalry  sworJs,  2,905  pistols, 
&c — 1,137  artillery  swords,  28  pieces  of  cannon, 
brass  4  pounders— 16,399  muskets,  83  rifles,  and  a 
variety  of  appurtenances. 

Banks — There  are  ten  of  these  institutions,  which 
appear  to  be  well  conditioned.  Aggregate  capital 
paid  in  gl,008,536;  do.  value  of  real  estate  60,507; 
do.  amount  of  debts  due  1,459,322;  do.  of  bills  in 
circulation  558,389;  do.  amountofdeposites  123,372; 
do.  of  specie  on  hand  220,094;  do.  bills  of  other 
banks  63,583. 

State  prison.  Total  amount  of  income  arising 
from  the  labor  of  convicts  for  the  year  ending  31st 
.May  1822,  was,  §4,515  17;  the  total  amount  of  ex- 
penditure 3,317  44;  Ica-ving  a  balance  gained  by 
the  insti'tution  of  §1,197  73.  It  is  expected  that 
all  the  disbursements  on  account  of  this  prison  in 
the  ensuiiig  year,  may  be  made  out  of  the'proceeds 
thereof. 

Ohio.  Rufus  Putnam,  the  first  white  man  that 
settled  in  that  section  of  our  country  which  now 
forms  the  state  of  Ohio,  is  still  living  at  Marietta, 
and  regarded  as  the  father  of  the  state.  He  has 
lived  to  see  t':e  wilderness  in  which  he  located 
himself  dividea  into  three  independent  states,  and 
one  of  these  to  contain,  (as  it  does  at  this  time), 
more  than  600,000  freemen.  If  tlie  good  old  gen- 
tleman shall  live  to  the  y  iv  1830,  he  may  expect 
to  find  a  population  in  those  parts  of  nearly  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  busy,  bustling,  happy  beings — 
though  the  soil,  50  years  before,  was  only  trodden 
by  Wild  animals  and  untutored  Indians.  The  pro- 
gress ot' population  in  Ohio  is  stdl  very  great,  and, 
the  outlet  to  the  ocean,  via  lake  Erie  and  the  New- 
York  canal,  will  cause  a  wonderful  diminution  of 
the  forest  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  state;  and, 
if  the  contemplated  cross-cut  to  the  river  is  effect- 
ed, as  it  no  doubt  will  be,  the  people  will  have  a 
choice  of  the  markets  of  New- York  and  New-Or- 
leans.  Yet,  lord  Sheffield  predicted  that  the  west- 
ern parts  of  our  country  never  would  be  commer- 
cial. 

CoBBETT,  the  notorious,  now  publishes  the  Lon- 
don Statesman.  He  has  returned  to  h\snatural  habit 
of  abusing  the  United  States  and  their  people.  He 
says  that  there  is  a  great  crowd  of  .\merican8  in 
London,  v/ho  are  co-operating  with  the  borough- 
mongers  to  prevent  a  reform  of  parfiament- the 
motive  assigned,  is  to  force  the  emigration  of  Eng- 
lish farmers  and  Irish  laborers!  He  gives  his  read- 
ers to  expect  a  particular  account  of  these  things! , 

The  "Statesman"  of  the  29th  April,  contains  the 
following  article: — 

"The  American  newspapers  call  lord  Cochrane 
"the  patriotic  pirate."  What  they  mean  is,  that 
he  does  not  suffer  the  Americans  to  aid,  clandes- 
tinely, the  cause  of  his  enemy,  and  to  take  away 
the  booty  to  which  he  is  entitled.  That  is  what  they 
mean.  The  congress  has  acted  a  very  unfriendhj 
paft  toward  the  South  Americans  from  the  outset,. 
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Tiot  10  siiy  a  very  base  part.  Tlie  factis,  they  hate,  spectacles,  but  he  hears  with  difficulty — his  mind 
the  idea  ot  Souili  America  being  free,  indepen-i  is  evidently  in  decay-,  it  is  the  ruins,  iiowever,  of 
dent  and  iiappy.  And,  as  to  American  werc/iani» I  superior  intellect:  t'lr  from  being  peurile,  it  still 
and  cruisers,  wiiat  is  there  many  [)art  of  the  known  ■  bears  the  impress  of  greatness,  and  a  familiarit]^ 
world  that  tliey  would  not  inahe  prize  of  if  they  |  with  the  best  ancient  and  modern  authors.  Ha 
could?  What  business  have  they  to  be  poking]  dwells  with  peculiar  interest  on  the  scenes  of  th» 
their  noses  into  besieged  ports,  and  taking  on  board  i  revolutionary  war,  and  relates,  with  great  preoi- 
the  treasure  of  the  tyrants  to  preserve  it  ybr  «/ieni !  sion,  many  anecdotes  of  its  prominent  charac- 
agiunst  the  revolutionists,  though  with  a  view,  no  I  ters.  On  being  asked  what  caused  such  implicit 
doubt.to  tfajrt  iLothiug  byii?  What  businessUavetAt?^  j  faith  to  be  put  in  the  documents  signed  by  him,  he- 
witli  this  matter?  What  do  the  congress  send  armed  answered  "it  was  well  known  that  he  had  resolved, 
fthips  for,  except  to  iiid,  directly  or  indirectly,  one  j  in  despite  of  consequences,  never  to  put  hisolHcial 
siue  or  the  other?  And,  how  comes  it,  that  all  tlieir  signature  to  any  account,  for  the  accuracy  of  ^t'hicli 
oommaiiders  siiould  have  siimpathized  with  the  roy- 1  he  could  not  vouch  as  a  man  of  honor;"  and  so  well 
alisis?  How  comes  it,  that,  in  fact,  they  should,;  was  this  understood,  that,  when  Mr.  T.  was  adopt- 
just  like  our  commanuers,  have  been  manifestly  ;  ed  by  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  they  emphatically 
sent  to  wu/cA,  and,  indeed,  to  «it?/j(ice  and  </jw(ir<  lord'  named  him  "the  man  of  truth.'* 
Cochrane?    This  is  odd  enough  in  these  7r/>H6/jCfi«s.' 1  ___ 


These  lovers  of  liberty.    One  (one  that  did  not  know 
them)  would  have  expected  to  see  the  Americans, 
in  such  a  cash,  friendly  towards  lord  Cociiranc,  and 
not  CO  operating  so   cordially   with   "his  majesty's 
sqiiadron!"     Sliange,  that  they  should  be  as  hos- 
tile to  the  South  .^'fierioans,  and  even  more  hostile 
than  the  pretty  fellows  at  Whitehall!     But,  does 
'  not  ihis  tell  us  how  great  our  interest  is  in  support 
ing  the  South  American  independence,  especially 
since  the  fate  of  the  P'loridus?     Does  not  this  show, 
that   our  government  has  been  neglecting  every 
step  neces><ary  to  be  taken  in  this  case,  for  our  se- 
curity   and  for   our   interest?     It   is  parliamentary 
refuim\.\vjX  our  wise  men  plot  and  contrive  against, 
and  not  against  rivals  and  enemies.      Lord  Cochrane 
is  r  'ally  figluingthe  battle  for  England.     It  is  very 
natuiai  for  Jonaihan  to  cull  him  a  "/-'/;  aie,-"  but, 
not  so  natural  in  our  ministerial  papers  to  cheer  the 
base  calumny." 

Thr  late  a-inivkhsabt  of  the  independence  of 
iVie  United  States,  appears  to  have  been  every 
where  observed  with  undiminished  zeal.  It  is  pleas 
ing  to  remark  that  we  have  hardly  seen  one  set  of 
toasts  publislied,  that  did  not  express  the  warmest 
and  the  best  feelings  for  the  people  of  the  new 
southern  republics  The  "wicked  practice,"  too, 
of  reading  the  declaration  of  independence,  al.most 
universally  prevailed. 

At  the  celebration  in  Washington  City,  the  fol- 
lowing volunteer  toasts  were  given  by  the  several 
secretaries: 

By  the  secretary  of  state — The  American  hemi- 
spherr,  and  the  declaration  of  .iidependence--A 
new  world  of  matter  fora  new  world  of  mind. 

By  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. — The  federal  and 
state  governments — if  in  the  exercise  of  their  re 
spective  powers  collisions  arise,  the  wisdom  of  the 
nation  will  devise  the  means  of  restoring  the  most 
harmonious  concert. 

By  the  secretary  of  -war. — The  cause  in  which 
Warren  bled,  and  VVasliington  triumphed. 

By  the  secretary  of  the  navy National  industry, 

encouraged  by  national  policy — of  extending  equal 
protection  to  agriculture,  comnterce,  and  manufac- 
tures. 


Charles  Thompson.  ^Idany,  July  2.  A  gentle- 
man of  this  city  lately  visited  the  venerable  Charles 
Thompson,  secretary  of  the  continental  congress 
in  the  revolutionary  war,  at  bis  seat,  twelve  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  on  the  old  Lancaster  road.  Mr 
Thompson  has  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
three,  enjoys  tolerable  bodily  health,  and  walks 
with  apparent  ease  and  pleasure  to  himself;  his 
siglit  Is  so  good  88  t«  enaliie  )tim  t9  re%d  wi^eat 


Greece.  The  following  is  a  brief  abstract  of  the 
provisional  constitution  of  the  Greeks,  promul- 
gated by  the  national  congress,  assembled  at  Argosf, 
in  January  last: 

Chap.  1.  Of  i-eligion.  Art.  1.  The  religion  of 
the  state  is  the  orthodox  religion  of  the  Eastern 
[Greek]  church.  At  the  same  time  all  religionar 
are  tolerated,  and  their  ceremonies  permitted  to  ba 
freely  exercised. 

Chap.  2,  Jfublic  law  of  Ike  Greeks.  Art.  2.  All 
natives  of  Greace,  possessing  the  christian  religion,, 
are  Greeks,  and  enjoy  all  political  rights.  Art.  3, 
The  Greeks  are  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  with- 
out distinction  of  rank  or  dignity.  4  Every  stran- 
ger, established  or  residing  in  Greece,  enjoys  the 
same  civil  rights  as  the  Greeks.  5.  A  law  on  natu- 
ralization shall  soon  be  published  by  the  govern- 
ment. 6.  All  Greeks  are  eligible  to  any  office-* 
merit  only  determines  the  preference.  7  I'he  pro. 
perty,  honor,  and  security  of  every  citizen  are 
placed  under  the  safeguard  of  the  law,  8.  Con- 
tributions for  the  expenses  of  the  state  are  to  be 
appointed  according  to  the  fortune  of  each  person- 
No  impost  shall  be  demanded  but  by  virtue  of  a 
law. 

Chap.  3.     Form  of  government.     Art.  9.  The  go- 
vernment is  composed  of  two  bodies;  the  legisla- 
tive senate,  and  the  executive  council.     10.    The 
two  bodies  must  concur  in  the  enactment  of  laws. 
11    Either  may  reject  the  laws  proposed  by  the 
other     The  legislative  S'-nate  is  composed  of  mem- 
bers elected  by  the  different  provinces.     12.  The 
number  of  senators  is  to  be  determined  by  the  law 
of  elections.     13.  The  law  of  elections,  which  shall 
be  published  by  tiie  government,  must  require  that? 
the  representatives  shall  be  Greeks,  and  that  thejr 
be  thirty  years  of  age.     14.  The  deputies  of  all  the 
free  provinces  and  islands  of  Greece,  are  admit- 
ted as  soon  as  their  powers  are  acknowledged  valid 
by  the  senate.     15.  The  senate  appoints  its  presi- 
dent and  vice  president,  annually,  by  a  majority 
of  votes;  and  16,  at  the  same  time  a  first  and  «econd 
secretary,  and  under  secretaries.     IT.  The  senate 
is  renewed  every  year.     18.  The  executive  council 
is  composed  of  five  members,  chosen  from  the 
senate,  and  according  to  rules  established  by  a  spe- 
cial law  concerning  the  formation  of  the  council. 
19.  The  council  appoints,  annually,  its  president 
and  vice  president,  by  a  majority  of  voles.     20.  It 
appoints  eight  ministers,  viz.  an  arch  chancellor  of 
state,  entrusted  with  foreign  relations;  ministerg  of 
the  interior,  of  the  finances,  of  justice,  of  war,  of 
the  marine,  worship,  and  of  the  police.     21.  It  ap, 
points  also  to  all  officers  of  the  g.ivernment.     22. 
Thefunc^ons  of  the  senate  continue  butfer  ayejirl 
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Chap.  4.  Of  the  legislative  senate.  [The  charter 
goes  on  to  prescribe  the  powers  and  duties  and 
forms  of  proceeding  of  the  senate,  &c.] 

Mexico.  The  following  was  the  "oath  of  the  em- 
peror Augustin  [Yturbide]  the  first,"  before  the 
supreme  congress  of  Mexico.  It  prostrates  every 
hope  that  we  entertained  of  his  republican  princi- 
ples.    It  is  from  the  Vera  Cruz  Gazette  of  May  30. 

I,  Augustin,  by  Divine  Providence,  and  by  nomi- 
nation of  the  congress  of  the  representatives  of 
the  nation,  emperor  of  Mexico,  swear,  by  God  and 
the  holy  evangelists,  that  I  will  defend  and  preserve 
the  Roman  Catliolic  and  apostolic  religion,  ipiihout 
permitting  any  other  in  the  empire;  that  I  will  main- 
tain, and  cause  to  be  maintained,  the  constitution 
which  the  said  congress  will  form,  and  meanwhile 
the  Spanish  constitution,  in  such  matters  as  may  be 
expedient;  and,  also,  the  laws,  orders  and  decrees, 
already  issued,  or  which  may  hereafter  proceed 
from  the  said  congress,  having  in  view  at  all  times, 
the  welfare  of  the  nation;  that  I  will  not  alienate, 
cede,  or  dismember  any  part  of  the  empire;  that  I 
v;ill  not  exact  produce,  money,  or  aught  else,  with 
out  a  decree  of  the  congress;  that  I  will  not  take 
from  any  one  his  property:  and  especially  that  I  will 
respect  the  political  hberty  of  the  nation,  and  the 
personal  liberty  of  each  individual;  and  if,  to  what 
1  have  sworn,  or  any  part  thereof,  I  may  act  contra- 
rary,  obedience  shall  not  be  due  to  me,  and,  in  such, 
my  acts  shall  be  null  and  void.  Thus  may  God  be 
my  aid  and  my  defence,  and,  if  not,  may  he  demand 
of  me. 

Mexico,  May  21,  1823. 

Claims  uxrxa  the  Spanish  treatt.  Frorn  the 
Washington  Gazette  of  July  2.  The  board  of  com- 
missioners under  the  late  Spanish  treaty  adjourned 
to-day,  after  a  laborious  session  of  three  weeks, 
until  the  second  Tuesday  in  October  next. 

We  have  gathered  from  a  friend,  in  whom  we 
have  entire  confidence,  and  whose  opportunities  of 
forming  a  correct  opinion  of  the  merits  and  inde- 
fatigable labors  of  the  commissioners  at  their  late 
session,  a  few  facts,  which,  in  justice  to  the  board, 
we  publish,  as  they  have  recently  suffered  some 
sharp  attacks  from  different  quarters  of  the  union, 
penned  probably  on  very  partial  information. 

The  diligence,  wariness  and  talent,  of  this  forum, 
as  evinced  by  its  decisions,  many  of  which  involve 
important  principles  of  international  law,  and  an 
accurate  and  rare  knowledge  of  the  local  and  mu- 
nicipal  regulations  ot  other  countries,  furnish  a 
strong  protection  of  the  fund  in  favor  of  real  losses 
against  groundless  and  overcharging  claims.  At 
the  present  session,  all  cases  which  had  been  sus- 
pended for  reconsideration  and  further  argument, 
have  been  detei-mined.  Of  these,  the  class  of  con- 
tracts between  American  citizens  and  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain  and  her  colonies,  is  of  the  largest 
amount.  In  deciding  that  the  treaty  was  designed 
to  embrace  this  kind  of  claim,  the  board  has  not 
precluded  itself  from  opening  any  settlement  which 
may  have  been  made  with  the  agents  of  Spain  since 
the  date  of  the  treaty,  nor  determining  the  legality 
and  bonafdes  of  ttie  contract,  as  viewed  in  relation 
to  the  obligation  of  neutrals  to  belligerent  nations. 
In  union  with  this  subject,  it  has  also  decided,  that 
a  foreign  domiciliation  of  a  native  citizen,  either 
at  tlie  time  the  claim  arose  or  at  the  date  of  the 
treaty,  incapacitates  the  claimant  to  participate  in 
the  fund. 

THe  license  cases,  so  called,  have  been  consider 
ed,  and  the  board  adhered  to  its  first  determination. 


holding  that  the  seizures  were  not  unlawful.  In 
some  of  these  cases,  however,  where  Spain  had 
remitted  the  forfeitures  and  ordered  a  restora- 
tion of  the  property  to  the  real  American  owners, 
the  board  remitted  the  claims,  under  the  "fifth  re- 
nunciation," where  such  proceedings  had  taken 
place  as  brought  them  within  its  provisions. 

The  prize  cases  gave  rise  to  a  most  able,  learned, 
and  interesting  discussion.  A  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee was  in  favor  of  their  reception,  where  an 
exclusive  property  in  the  prize  could  be  asserted 
by  individuals,  but  where  such  property  vested  in 
the  United  States  in  the  first  instance,  they  were 
rejected. 

Cases  which  bad  been  proved  before  the  com- 
missioners  under  the  Louisiana  treaty,  but  not  fully 
compensated,  although  if  they  had  not  been  sa 
proved  they  would  have  been  good  claims,  were 
rejected. 

Several  other  judgments  were  pronounced,  af. 
fecting  individual  claims. 

The  activity  of  American  commerce,  every  where 
and  at  all  times  a  victim  of  the  wars  and  revolu- 
tions which  have  distracted  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century,  has  accumulated  an  immense  amount  of 
claims  before  the  board,  and  renders  its  duties 
extremely  arduous.  Notwithstanding  the  number 
of  rejected  cases,  it  is  understood  the  amount  of 
claims  which  are  received  is  about  seventeen  mil. 
lions  of  dollars.  The  great  disproportion  between 
this  sum  and  the  fund  appropriated  by  Spain  has 
already  excited  an  anxious  vigilance  and  laudable 
jealousy  in  those  who  have  the  distribution  of  it, 
to  guard  against  imposition.  Such  a  disposition 
affords  the  highest  assurance  that  noine  but  genu- 
ine  and  well  supported  claims  will  be  finally  allow- 
ed. No  one  can  well  doubt,  however,  that  the 
fund  will  fall  far  short  of  full  indemnity  for  the 
losses  of  our  citizens. 

rOREION  SEWS. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Cast  iron  rafters  and 
roofs  for  houses  are  getting  into  use.  But  a  lute 
London  "Courier"  gives  us  the  following  interest- 
ing account  of  an  iron  steam  boat — «'0n  Thursday 
last,  the  public  were  much  gratified  and  astonished, 
at  the  exhibition  of  an  iron  steam  boat  in  the  river 
Thames.  A  large  party  of  distinguished  naval  offi- 
cers and  engineers,  and  servants,  embarked  at  Par- 
liament Stairs,  on  board  the  Aaron,  iron  steam  boat, 
which  immediately  got  under  weigh,  and  proceed- 
ed to  Baltersea  bridge;  she  then  descended  to 
Blackfriars,  and  mancevred  for  several  hours  be- 
tween the  bridges  in  a  very  superior  stile.  This 
steam  boat  was  built  at  the  Horsier  iron  works,  by 
Mr.  Manby,  and  put  together  in  Rotherhithe.  She 
is  the  most  complete  peice  of  workmanship  in  the 
iron  way  that  has  ever  been  witnessed,  and  draws 
one  foot  water  less  than  any  steam  boat  that  has 
ever  been  built.  She  is  106  feet  long,  and  17  broad, 
and  is  propelled  by  a  30  horse  engine,  and  Oldham's 
revolving  oars,  the  most  perfect  piece  of  mechanism 
that  has  yet  been  adopted  in   steam  boats.     The 

f^reat  advantage  of  these  oars  is  their  enteringjand 
eaving  the  water  edge  ways,  by  which  means  no 
power  is  lost,  and  they  are  particularly  useful  in 
rivers,  with  narrow  bridges,  as  they  occupy  little 
more  than  half  the  breadth  of  the  common  wheel. 
We  have  no  doubt  but  the  iron  boats  will  be  gene- 
rally adopted,  particularly  where  a  small  draft  of 
water  is  necessary.  Another  advantage  they  have 
over  steam  boats  in  general,  is  their  perfect  safety 
from  fire,  and  uncommon  steadiness  under  the  en- 
gine.   This  boat  will  leave  London  in  a  few  days  for 
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Paris,  the  first  instance  of  a  direct  communication 
between  the  capitals  of  France  and  England." 

Cuba.  The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  a  gentleman  in  Matanzas,  to  his  friends  in  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

"The  spirit  of  revolution  continues  to  evince 
itself  throughout:  our  tranquility  has  been  some- 
what disturbed  in  this  city  by  factions  of  designing 
men;  and  in  our  capital,  Puerto  JPnncipe,the  sword 
is  already  unsheathed,  and,  per  last  accounts,  the 
people  had  literally  exterminated  the  regular  troops 
quartered  there." 

JMonte  Video.  It  appears  as  if  the  Portuguese 
considered  this  place  and  its  adjacent  territory,  as 
attached  to  the  •'kingdom  of  the  Brazils" — and,  on 
this  ground,  they  will  stop  the  whole  of  the  carry, 
ing  trade  between  them,  escept  under  the  Portu- 
guese flag. 

Colombia.  Gen,  Paez  has  summoned  Porto  Cavel 
lo  to  capitulate,  but  received  an  absolute  and  pom- 
pous refusal  from  general  La  Torra,  the  royal  chief. 
The  force  of  the  patriots  is  insufficient  to  blockade 
this  port;  and  a  Spanish  frigate  on  the  coast  ap- 
pears to  enter  and  leave  it  at  the  discretion  of  her 
commander — so  supplies  may  be  easily  obtained: 
still  its  surrender  was  confidently  calculated  upon 
as  being  close  at  hand,  and  a  letter  from  Laguira, 
dated  June  23,  says — "Two  vessels  were  brought 
in  here  yesterday,  having  Spanish  passengers  on 
board,  who  were  endeavoring  to  escape  from  Porto 
Cavello  to  Curacoa.  They  represent  the  place  as 
incapable  of  holding  out  much  longer.  The  mar- 
kets are  very  dull  here  at  present." 

Mr.  Zea,  the  minister  of  Colombia  at  Paris,  has 
negociated  a  loan  with  the  London  bankers  for  two 
millions  of  pounds  sterling.  The  present  debt  of 
the  republic,  exclusive  of  this  loan,  is  said  not  to 
exceed  half  a  million. 

Bolivar,  after  one  of  the  hardest  battles  ever 
fought  in  this  quarter  of  the  world,  has  totally  re- 
duced the  royal  force  in  Quito  and  Tumbez.  He 
was  opposed  by  an  able  and  gallant  officer  called 
Murgeon,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  in  a 
charge  made  on  the  patriot  army.  This  news  is 
official.  It  is  reported,  that,  in  consequence  of  this 
event,  and  the  want  of  a  hope  to  maintain  himself 
much  longer,  Moraleshzd  shot  himself.  But  this  is 
not  probable. 

The  inhabit;;nts  of  Old  Providence  have  united 
themselves  to  the  republic  of  Colombia,  and  hoist- 
ed  its  flag.  Their  squadron,  of  nine  sail,  under 
com.  Aury,  was  about  to  proceed  to  Laguira. 

The  Porto  Rico  privateers  are  capturing  many 
American  vessels  from  the  Colombian  ports. 

Chili.  It  is  said  that  lord  Cochrane  has  sailed  in 
pursuit  of  some  Spanish  frigates  that  were  captur. 
sng  many  Chilian  vessels.  Later  accounts  positive- 
ly state,  that  he  captured  the  frigate  Venganza  and 
corvette  Alexander,  off  Guayaquil. 

The  government  of  this  country  appears  to  par- 
take very  little  of  the  character  of  a  republican 
one,  even  yet.     It  is  military  and  despotic. 


A  Tale  of  Terror. 

New-Okleans,  June  11. 
Ej-tract  from  the  loq-book  of  the  brig  Aurilla,  of  JV. 

York,  captain   IVing  Jloxvlamlf  bound  from  Balti 

more  to  J^eio-Orleans. 

On  the  15th  May,  finding  the  current  in  the 
Gulf  too  strong,  it  was  thought  best  to  cross  the 
Salt  Key  bank;  when  about  half  over  the  bank, 
\wo  schooners  hove  in  sight,  which,  at  first  view, 


were  of  a  suspicious  appearance.  Immediately 
ordered  all  the  negroes  upon  deck,  thinking  to 
frighten  them  off  if  they  were  pirates.  They  tack- 
ed  and  stood  from  us— the  one  astern  hoisting  a  pi  i  ■ 
vate  signal,  they  soon  after  closed  and  bore  down 
upon  us — they  brought  us  to  with  a  shot,  and  fired 
into  us  after  we  had  hove  to;  several  grape  shot 
passed  over  us,  and  others  through  our  sails — we 
struck  our  colors,  and  all  went  below  They  board- 
ed us  and  filled  away  for  Salt  Key,  then  in  sight. 
At  12,  brought  us  to  anchor  in.  2|  fathoms  water, 
under  the  island.  On  boarding  us,  they  drove  every 
person  below  except  the  captain,  and  put  on  the 
skylight  and  hatches.  16th,  the  captain  and  his 
pafjers  having  been  examinc-d  on  deck,  some  of  the 
pirates  entered  the  cabin,  where  the  mate  and  pas- 
sengers were  confined;  they  interrogated  us  as  to 
the  cargo  and  destination  of  the  vessel,  behaved  po- 
litely, encouraged  us  not  to  feel  alarmed,  as  they 
intended  us  no  injury.  The  captain  was  then  order- 
ed into  the  cabin,  after  which  the  whole  company 
were  taken  individually  upon  deck,  and  required 
to  confess  if  there  was  money  on  board,  and  there 
being  none,  negativ>.-  answers  were  of  course  given. 
Having  proceeded  through  the  examination  of 
the  whole,  threatening,  at  the  same  time,  if  they 
found  any  money,  our  lives  should  pay  the  forfeit, 
they  again  ordered  us,  with  the  crew,  into  the 
cabin,  threw  a  blanket  over  the  companion  wa}', 
and  placed  a  guard  over  us — the  slaves  were  in  the 
meanwhile  kept  in  the  hold,  a  guard  posted  over 
them.  After  the  lapse  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
during  which  the  pirates  were  making  preparations 
to  torture  us  into  a  confession  that  we  had  monef 
on  board,  we  were  again  summoned  upon  deck, 
beginning  with  the  sailors,  then  the  captain,  mate 
and  passengers.  (The  passengers  were  called  in 
the  following  order,  viz-  Stephen  W.  VVikofi',  cap. 
tain  John  Campbell,  Wm.  Inskeep,  Chas.  A-  War- 
field,  Wm.  Campbell.)  Those  who  remained  be- 
hind  in  the  cabin,  from  the  sound  of  arms,  the  ago- 
nizing groans  and  the  prayers  of  their  fellow  pas- 
sengers  who  went  before  them,  and  from  the  ter. 
mination  of  their  woful  sufl'erings  by  the  report  of 
pistols,  were  convinced  they  were  to  sufl^er  a  cruel 
death.  So  regular  and  systematic  were  the  ar- 
rangements, and  so  well  calculated  to  inspire  ter- 
ror and  to  fill  the  breasts  of  all  with  the  most  dread- 
ful apprehensions,  that  every  man  marched  upon 
the  deck  expecting  to  meet  inevitable  death.  We 
were  all  in  succession  ordered  upon  the  deck  and 
made  to  run  the  gauntlet  through  fifteen  or  twenty 
most  ferocious  and  barbarous  monsters  disguised 
in  the  shape  of  human  beings,  from  the  cabin  to 
the  windlass,  being  beaten  most  cruelly  and  unmer- 
cifully with  swords  and  pistols,  until  death  would 
have  been  a  welcome  visitor.  We  were  then  or- 
dered to  sit  upon  the  windlass,  with  our  backs 
turned  to  them,  there  to  be  shot — they  put  the  pis- 
tols to  our  heads  and  fired  them — it  is  impossible 
to  describe  our  feelings,  when,  after  the  report  of 
the  pistols,  we  found  ourselves  still  alive.  This  was 
the  system  of  terror  they  adopted  to  compel  us 
into  a  disclosure  of  our  hidden  riches,  as  they  ima- 
gined. We  were  immediately,  as  we  were  succes- 
sively despatched,  ordered  into  the  forecastle, 
there  to  await  their  further  vengeance.  Language 
fails  to  convey  an  adequate  conception  of  our  asto- 
nishment  and  agreeable  surprise  when  we  beheld 
our  fellow  passengers,  who  we  believed  were  sacri. 
ficed  to  Spanish  cupidity  a.id  sunk  into  their  watery 
graves,  still  breathing  the  breath  of  life,  but  whose 
countenances  still  communicated  the  cruel  appre- 
hension that  harassed  their  minds.    In  this  place 
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we  reiTia..  £>.  nuTiinating  upon  our  situatiot»s  ai'.d 
anticipating  tbe  most  horrid  consequences  of  Spa- 
nisli  barbaruy.  (It  is  worthjwhile  to  mention,  that, 
when  we  were  brought  to  the  windlass,  we  found 
it  biooii) ,  those  helli-iounds  of  war  hav  ing,  in  order 
to  convince  us  ot  the  murder  of  our  fellow  passen 
gers,  killed  a  duck  and  sprinkled  its  blood  on  and 
about  the  windlass.)  A  sador,  who  had  secreted 
hirnscU,  being  discovered,  was  barbarously  beaten; 
the  poor  fellow  oelieving  that  we  were  all  d-ad,  in 
order  to  obta.n  some  cessation  of  his  tortures,  told 
ths  pirates  tnut  he  frnew  Mr.  VVikofV  had  a  box  of 
money  in  the  hi.!d;  to  g^t  at  this  box  they  cut  the 
Caoin  floor  awa\  aud  broke  a  few  of  the  lockers,  but 
their  Starch  was  in  vain,  for  tiiere  was  no  money; 
thi  y  thenre  comiTi'-nccd  tomal-tr  af  t.^e  sailor, who 


siine  abominable  excesses  on  the  bodies  of  the 
women. 

At  day  light,  a  large  party  came  on  board  and 
made  a  thorough  searcii  through  the  brig— not  the 
least  thing  or  place  was  left  unsearched.  .^t  this 
time  they  left  us  scarcely  any  thing  on  board— a 
short  allowance  r.f  provisions,  and  a  few  large  boxes 
of  furniture  which  they  were  unable  to  take  away. 
They  took  also  our  colors,  a  new  hawser  and  the 
brig  robbed  of  every  thing.  It  is  impossible  to  con- 
jecture what  would  have  been  our  lot  had  they  not 
have  captured  so  many  vessels  about  the  same  time. 
About  10,  A.  M.  they  ordered  the  captain  to  cut  his 
cable,  and  be  oft'  immediately;  the  order  was  no 
sooner  given  than  executed.  A  short  time  after  the 
cable  was  cut,  and  as  we  were  making  sail,  we  saw 


persist',  ri  in  declaring  that  he  knew  there  was  a[  a  boat,  with  a  number  of  the  pirates  on  board,  ap- 
box  oi  money  «n  board;  not  beir.g  able  to  find  it,|  proaching  us  — we  experienced  the  most  terrible 
thij  beat  the  s.tilor  most  cruelly.     ."^Ir   Wikoft'was'  apprehensions  of  a  speedy  death.  For  some  minutes 


thci.  ordered  on  deck— as  he  was  ascenduig  a  ruf 
iiuii  blabbed  bim  in  the  Ihigli  witli  a  sliletto — being 
on  aeck,  he  was  again  barbarously  treated,  being 
$tabbed  in  several  plates  and  beaten  with  swords 
anii  pistols-  in  vain  he  declared  he  had  no  morf' 
TDuiiej — ii.  vain  he  declared  his  ignorance  of  there 
being  any  on  board;  to   cap  the  climax  of  human 
SulJeiiiig,    they  put  a   rop<-  around  his  neck  and 
hosted  him  up  to  the  yard  arm.  then  dropped  him 
almost  liti-le.-s  into  the  chains,  then  struck  hin  wnh 
sworus,  calling  uut  for  mo.iey;  but  he  was  too  far 
gone  to  answer — they  again  hauled  him  up  to  the 
ya.-.i  arm,  a'd  when  he  was  apparently  dead,  they 
dro['ped  liim  into  the  water,  then  drew  1  im  up  and 
th/evv  him  into  the  long  boat,  which  was  alongsid{ 
the  crig     wlu:n  he  was  able  to  a>ove,  they   drew 
hini  o).  dtck,  and  beat  him  back  into  the  forecastle. 
At  tlie  sight  of  I'lm,  bleeding  pn.fusely  fiomseve 
ral  wounds,  weakened  from  i)ie  loss  of  blood,  and 
^hnriSi  drowned,  we  all  again  were  certain  of  un 
dergomg  tlie  sanu-  cruel  tnatment.     In  tl.is  hoirid 
«taie  of  suspense  we  Wf  re  sufi'ered  to  remain  for 
hours      f?eing  disappointed  in  the  objec:  of  thoir 
pursuit,  ihey  commenced  to  plunder  the  l<rig  of 
every  thing  that  was  vaUuble — the  captain  of  all 
the  biig's  papers,  and  his  desk  vvitli  all  iiis  private 
papers,  and   the  passengers  of  all  their  valuable 
papers,  and  trunks,  with  all  their  contents;  they 
robbed  us  of  all  our  clothing,  watches,  breast  pi.is 
and,  in  fact  of  every  thing  except  what  we  had  on 
our  backs,     \boiit  the  same  time  that  they  brought 
tbe  Aurilla  to  anchor,  thry  brought  the  brig  Hi 
ram,  oi  Newport,  captain  Weeks,  and,  as  near  as 
we  coul.i  asc-nain,  the  captain  and  his  crew  stifTer- 
ed  severely.     About  five  hours  after  they  had  cap 
tured  us.  thty  saw  three  sail  crossing  the  bank  — 
they  ordered  the  captain  to  remain  until  morning 
for  further  orders,  anil  that  if  he  attempted  to  vio- 
late his  orders,  all  hands  should  be  murdered  and 
the  brig  set  on  fire;  then  made  sail  in  chase  of  the 
threi^  vessels,  succeeded  in  capturing  two  of  them, 
and  then  returned  to  the  anchorage  near  us.  .\hout 
8  o'clock,  P.  M.  they  came  on  board  of  us  again, 
ransacked  the  brig  and  took  away  every  thing  they 
couid  find,  even  of  of  the  most  trifling  considera- 
tion.    At  this  time  commenced  scenes  of  brutal 
outrage  and  shocking  immorality,  which  it  is  pnin 
fid  to  record.     With  their  stilettos  in  their  hands 
they  ravished  the  defencelf  ss  negro  women  in  the 
face  of  every  person  on  board!     Several  of  the  wo- 
int-n  who  resisted  the  gratification  of  their  beastly 
app  tites,  were  forced  by  menaces  to  yield  their 
bodies  up  to  the  most  shocking  indulgences.  They 
■eturntd  to  their  vessels.     During  the  night,  dif 
fercnt  parties  came  on  board  and  committed  the 


we  remained  in  the  agony  of  suspense,  until  they 
boarded  us  and  demanded    of  the  captain,  in  Spa- 
nish, his  carpenter;  bu*  there beii\g  no  carpenter  on 
board,  or  attached  to  the  vessel,  tlie  captain  an- 
swered that  there  was  no  carpenter  on  board.   How- 
ever,  they  still  persisted  that  tliere  was  one,  and 
that  if  he  n'as  not  delivered  up  immediately,  they    : 
would  irnirder  all  of  us  instantly.    Tlie  ruflians  fell 
to  beatingthe  captain,  then  the  mate  most  unmer- 
cifnlly.     In  the  mean  time,  some  person  said  tliat 
an  old  negro  man  by  the  name  of  Simon,  wns  the 
carpenter:  tliey  fell  to  beatii  p  him,  drove  him  into 
the  bo^t  and  took  him  ofT".  They  left  us  ab'  ut  half 
after  ten  in  the  morninir — all  han^ls  employed  in 
repairing  our  rigging  and  stowing  away  what  little 
cargo  they  could  not  take  away;  the  boxes,  bavifls 
and   packages  nearly   all   broken   open,    some    of 
which  were  robbed  of  part  of  their  contents,  and 
others  torn  to  pieces.     As  to  the  quantity  robbed^ 
we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 

The  Vice  Pre.sirlent. 

We  have  already  mention*  d,  (says  the  National 
Advociite),  that  an  abh  r-  port  of  the  late  trial  of 
the  United  States  against  Daniel  I>.  Tompkins, 
had  bi^en  published,  and  merits,  from  its  interest, 
a  general  circulation.  The  following  eloquent  ex- 
tract from,  the  speech  of  Mr  Tompkins  will  be  read 
with  pleasure,  and  will  convey  a  faint  idea  of  his 
services  and  sacrifices  at  the  mo.st  gioomy  periods 
of  our  late  war. 

"Tell  me  not,  gentlemen,  tell  me  not,  I  beseech 
you,  when  it  was  in  my  power,  and  the  money  was 
in  my  hand,  that  then  I  should  have  deducted  my 
just  dues;  that  then  I  should  have  exacted  and  taken 
my  pound  nf  fiesh;  from  whom'—  a  poor,  emaciated, 
distracted  country,  which  I  at  least  loved,  and  which 
was  already  reduced  to  mere  skin  and  bones.  If, 
at  that  time,  I  did  not  deal  with  my  country  as  with 
a  sharper,  who,  when  his  disasters  were  ended  and 
his  misfortunes  over,  would  recoil  upon  bis  bene- 
factorand  stab  him  to  the  heart—  if,  when  its  destiny 
was  in  my  palm,  the  whetted  knife  in  my  hand,  and 
the  hapless  debtor  !ai<i  prostrate  at  my  feet,  I  flid 
not,  like  others,  carve  out  my  pound  of  flesh — re- 
proach mcnot  with  it.  If  this  even  were  a  grievous 
fault,  have  I  not,  gentlemen,  grievously  answered  it? 
But  it  was  no  fault.  Hud  I  done  this,  there  would 
have  been  a  deficiency  of  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  cadets  of  your  nation  would  have 
been  left  to  freeze  and  hunger  in  the  Highlands;  the 
manufactory  ofarms  at  Springfield,  which  was  alrea- 
dy at  a  stand,  and  on  the  eve  of  mutiny,  must  have 
been  broken  up;  the  gallant  army  of  jJiag^ra/Aha 
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had  so  freely  devoted  its  blood  for  you  the  preced 
Jng  campaign,  would  have  been  disbanded  liy  star- 
vation; and  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  men  in 
arms,  irritated  and  insulted  by  the  vicjlated  faith  of 
your  corporate  authorities,  and  determined  net  to 
leave  the  city  unrewarded  wliile  there  was  money 
in  the  vaid's  of  your  banks,  would  have  been  let 
loose  upon  this  place.  1  shudder  when  the  proba- 
ble  consequences  are  revived  in  my  recollection. 
Little  did  I  think,  (how  could  any  generous  mind 
anticipater)  that,  when  the  wounds  of  a  bleeding 
country  were  healed,  when  it  was  rtplaced  upon 
its  feet,  its  constitution  invigorated,  its  health  re- 
stored—  when  its  honor  and  fame  abroad,  and  its 
prosperity  at  home  were  exalted,  when  its  finances 
were  replenish.ed  and  its  coffers  full,  when  it  was 
revelling  in  green  pasUircs,  and  indulging  in  the 
refreshing  shades  of  the  rich  valleys;  that  I,  who 
had  regarded  myse]^"  as  one  of  its  watcliful  and 
faithful  attendant  physicians  in  its  adversity,  should 
be  singled  out  as  the  victim  of  i:s  persecution:  that 
I  alone,  witli  my  family,  should  be  outlawed  from 
its  justice,  and  be  banished  and  driven  from  its 
society,  to  roam  and  mourn  and  starve  upon  the 
barren  bleak  mountains  of  despair!  I  did  not  so 
anticipate;  and  I  thank  my  God  I  could  not.  The 
topic,  however,  is  unwelcome,  and  I  dismiss  it. 

"Gentlemen:  I  am  no  orator;  but,  as  you  all  have 
witnessed  on  tbis  occasion,  (and  most  of  you,  some 
of  you  I  may  certainly  say,  do  know  from  long  ac- 
quaintance and  experience),  a  plain  matter-of-fact 
msn,  that  speak-  and  act  right  on  what  I  know,  feel, 
an<I  am  able  to  prove.  But  had  my  lips  ever  been 
touched  by  a  live  coal  from  Minerva's  altar,  or  had 
there  been  given  to  my  tongue  *liat /orce  and  feliciin 
of  utterance  which  Providence  denies  to  all  but  a 
chosen  few;  and  would  my  wounded  and  insulted 
feelings  sustain  me  through  the  sad  recital,  without 
melting  me  to  tears,  or  suttbcating  me  with  indigna- 
tion, I  could  recount  a  long  ten  years'  series  of 
fears,  anxieties,  perplexities,  sorrows,  sicknesses, 
blighted  prospects,  and  wounded  feelings,  inflicted 
by  these  accumulated  and  nrotracted  wrongs,  on 
an  affisctioiiate  (and  1  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to 
add  an  amiable)  family,  as  well  as  myself,  that 
would  harrow  up  your  souls  -would  give  a  tongue 
to  every  pang  we  have  suffered— and  make  the 
very  stones  rise  up  and  cry  aloud  for  justice!  I 
forbear  as  well  because  I  am  inadequate  to  the 
task,  as  because  I  assured  you  in  the  opening  that 
1  would  not  assail  your  passions,  or  ask  yoursym 
pathy  or  compassion;  both  of  which  I  scorn.  I 
seek  merely  that  plain,  rational,  and  simple  justice, 
which  the  plaintiff  in  this  cause  promptly  and  vp. 
luntarily  meted  out  to  all  others;  and  that  I  demand 
as  a  right. 

''Before  I  sit  down,  let  me  caution  you  upon  one 
subject.  When  public  calumnies  are  propagated, 
and  the  individual  slandered  is  silent  and  resigned, 
k  is  but  too  common  for  the  public  mind  to  be  gene- 
rally and  unfavorably  impressed,  and  it  is  difficult 
for  jurors  to  divest  themselves  of  feelings  which 
the*e  impressions  have  made.  Permit  me,  there- 
fore, gentlemen,  to  caution  you  against  these  im- 
pressions. If,  influenced  by  them,  you  should  final- 
ly do  me  injustice,  you  will  inflict  but  little  addition- 
al pain  upon  me  or  my  family;  we  have  already  suf- 
fered all  that  the  utmost  stretch  of  human  patience 
and  kindness  can  endure.  But  beware,  gentlemen, 
lest,  influenced  by  considerations  of  this  nature,  or 
by  political  or  personal  feelings,  to  which  my  vari- 
ous public  situations  may  have  exposed  me,  you  do 
not  place  beneath  your  own  couch  a  thorn;  which, 
though  it  may  not  bud  or  blossom,  or  disquiet  your 


peace,  for  a  moment,  an  liour,  a  day,  a  month,  a  ye^r, 
or  even  for  a  season,  yet  let  me  be  the  faithful  herald 
to  proclaim  to  you  now,  that  it  mav  become  a  most 
unwelcome  tormentor  of  a  dying  pillow." 


Northern  Boundary. 

Df.pahtment  of  state, 

IVashin^ton,  .hiiy  3,  1822. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report  and  dccjt 
sion  of  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States 
and  of  Great  Britain,  appointed  by  virtue  of  the 
[sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent: 
!  "The  underiii'^ied,  commissioners,  appointej, 
i  sworn,  and  autliorized,  in  virtue  of  the  6th  article 
■  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  between  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
concluded  at  Ghent,  on  the  24th  of  Ueceuiber, 
1814,  impartially  to  examine,  and,  Ly  a  report  or 
declaration,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  desig- 
nate "that  portion  of  the  boundary  of  the  United 
States  from  the  point  where  the  45th  degree  of 
north  latitude  strikes  the  river  Iroquois,  or  Cata- 
ragui,  along  the  middle  of  said  river  into  Lake 
Ontario,  through  the  middle  of  said  lake  until  it 
strikes  the  communication,  by  water,  between  that 
lake  ami  lake  Erie;  thence,  along  the  middle  of 
said  communication,  into  lake  Erie,  through  the 
middle  of  said  lake,  until  it  arrives  at  the  water 
communication  into  lake  Huron;  thence,  through 
the  middle  of  said  water  communication,  into  lake 
Huron;  thence,  through  the  middle  of  said  lake,  to 
the  water  communication  between  that  lake  and 
lake  Superior;"  and  to  "decide  to  which  of  the 
two  contracting  parties  the  several  islands,  lying 
within  the  said  rivers,  lakes,  and  water  communica- 
tions, do  respectively  belong,  in  conformity  with 
the  true  intent  of  the  treaty  of  1/83;"  do  decide 
and  declare,  that  the  following  described  hne, 
(which  is  more  clearly  indicated  in  a  series  of 
maps  accompanying  this  report,  exhibiting  correct 
surveys  and  delineations  of  all  the  rivers,  lakes_, 
wa'er  communications,  and  islands,  embraced  by 
the  6ih  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  by  a  black 
line,  Jshaded  on  the  British  side  with  red,  and  on 
the  American  side  v/ith  blue;  each  siieet  of  which 
series  of  maps  is  indentified  by  a  certificate,  sub- 
scribed by  the  commissioners,  and  by  two  princi- 
pal surveyors  em|doyed  by  them),  is  the  true 
boundary  intended  by  the  two  before  mentioned 
treaties;  that  is.to  say, 

Begining  at  a  stone  monumemt,  erected  by  An- 
drew Ellicott,  esquire,  in  the  year  ISIT,  on  the 
south  bank,  or  shore  of  the  said  river  Irjouois,  or 
Cataragui,  (now  called  the  St.  Lawrence),  which 
monument  bears  south  74  deg.  45  min.  west,  and  is 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty  yards  distant  from  the 
stone  church  in  the  Indian  village  of  St.  Regis, 
and  indicates  the  point  at  which  the  45th  parallel 
of  north  latitude  strikes  the  said  river;  thence,  run- 
ning north  35  deg  A5  sec.  west,  into  the  river,  on  a 
line  at  right  angles  with  the  southern  shore,  to  a 
point  one  hundred  yards  south  of  the  opposite  isl- 
and,  called  Cornwall  island;  thence,  turning  west- 
terly,  and  passing  around  the  southern  and  west- 
ern sides  of  said  island,  keeping  ens  hundred 
yards  distant  therefrom,  and  following  the  curva- 
tures of  its  shores,  to  a  point  opposite  to  the  north- 
west corner,  or  angle,  of  said  island;  thence,  to  and 
along  the  middle  of  the  main  river,  until  it  ap. 
proacKes  the  eastern  extremity  of  Barnhart's  is- 
land,  tlx-nce,  noitheriy,  al;)ng  t!ie  ciiannej  wiii.li 
divides  the  la>t  mentioned  island  from  the  Canada 
shore,  keeping  one  hundred  yards  distant  fromt  ic: 
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island,  until  it  appvoaches  Sheik's  island;  thence, 
along  the  middle  of  the  strait  which  divides  Uarn- 
Jiart's  and  Sheik's  Islands,  to  the  channel  called  the 
Long  Sault,  which  separates  the  two  last  mention 
ed    islands  from  the    Lower   Long   Sault   island; 
thence,  westerly,  (crossing  the  centre  of  the  last 
mentioned  channel)  until  it  approaches  within  one 
hundred  yards  of  the  north  shore  of  the  Lower 
Sault  island,  thence  up  the  north   branch  of  the 
river,  keepuig  to  the  north  of,  and  near,  the  Low- 
er  Sault  island  and  also  north  of,  and  near,  the  Up- 
per Sault   (sonietimes  called  Baxter's)  island,  and 
south  of  the  two  small  islands,  marked  on  the  map 
A  and  B,  to  the  western  extremity  of  the  Upper 
Sault,  or  Baxter's  island;  thence,  passing  between 
the  two  islands  called  the   Cats,  to  the  middle  of 
the  river  above;  thence,  along  the  middle   of  the 
river,  keeping  to    the  north  of  the  small   islands 
marked  C  and   D;  and  north  also  of  Chrystler's  is- 
land, and  of  the  small  island  n<"xt  above  it,  marked 
E,  until  it  approaches  the  northeast  angle  of  Goose 
Neck  island;  thence,  along  the  passage  which  di 
vides  the  last  mentioned  island  from  the  Canada 
shore,    keeping   100  yards  from  the  island,  to  the 
upper  end  of  the  same;  thence,  south  of,  and  near, 
the  two  small  islands  called  tr>e  Nut  Islands;  thence, 
north  of,  and  near,  the  island  marked  F,  and  also 
of   the   island    called   Dry   or  Smuggler's   island, 
thence,  passing  between  the   islands  marked  C4  and 
H,  to  the  north  of  the  island  called  Isle  au  Hapid 
Piatt;  thence,  along  the  north  side  of  t!>e  last  men- 
tioned island,  keeping  one  hundred  yards  from  the 
shore  to  the  upper  end  thereof;  tnence,  along  tlie 
middle  of  the  river,  keepuig  to  the  south  of,  and 
near,  the  islan<Is  called  Cousson  (or   Tussm)  and 
Presque  Isle;  tiience,  up  the  river,  keeping  north 
of,  and  near,  tiie  several  (iailop  isles,  numbered  on 
the  map  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10,  and  also  of 
Tick  Tibbet's,  and  Chimney  islands;  and  south  of, 
and  near,   the  Gallop  isles,  numbered  11,  12,  and 
13,  and  also  of  Duck,  Drummond,  and  Sheep  is- 
lan:'is;  thence,  along  the  middle  of  the  river,  pas- 
sing north  of  island  No=   14,  south  of  15  unt!    16, 
north  of  17;  south  of  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25, 
and  28,  and  north  of  26  and  27;  thence,  along  the 
middle  of  the  river,  north  of  Gull  island  and  of 
the  islands  No.  29,  32,  33,  34,  35,  Bluff  island,  and 
No.  39,  44,  and  45,  and  to  the  south  of  No.  30,  31, 
36,  Grenadier  island,  and  No  37,  38,  40,  41,  42, 43, 
46,  47,  and  48,  until  it  approaches  the  east  end  of 
A^'ell's  island;  therce,to  the  north  of  Well's  island, 
and  along  the  stra.t  which  divides  it  from  Howe's 
island,  keeping  to  the  north   of  the  small  islands 
No.  51,  52,  54,  58,  59,  -.nd  61,  and  to  the  south  of 
the  small  islands  numbered  and  marked  49,  50,  53, 
55,  57,  60,  and  X,  until  it  approaches  the  northeast 
point  of  Grindstone  island;  thence,  to  the  north 
of  Grindstone  island,  and  keepingto  the  north  also 
of  the  small  islands  No   63,  65,  67,  68,  70,  72,  73, 
74,  75,  76.  77,  and  78,  and  to  the  south  of  No.  62, 
64,  66,  69,  and  71, until  it  approaches  the  southern 
point;  of  Hickory  island;  thence,  passing  to  the  south 
oi'   Hickory  island,  and  of  the  two  small   islands 
lying  near  its  southern  extremity,  numbered  79 
and  80;  thence,  to  the  south  of  Grand  or  Long  Is- 
land, keeping  near  its  southern  shore,  and  passing 
the  north  of  Carlton  Island,  until  it  arrives  opposite 
to  the  south  western  point  of  said   Grand  Island, 
in  Lake  Ontario;  thence,  passing  to  the  north  of 
Grenadier,  Fox,  Stony,  and  the   Gallop  Islands  in 
Lake  O  .tario,  and  to  the  south  of,  and  near,  the  is 
lands  called  the  Duoks,  to  the  middle  of  the  said 
lake;  thence  westerly  along  the  middle  of  said  lake 
to  a  jioiat  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  river; 


thence,  to  and  up  the  middle  of  the  said  river,  to  the 
Great  Falls;  thence  up  the  falls,  through  the  point 
of  the  Horse  Shoe,  keeping  to  the  west  of  Tris  or 
Goat  Island,  and  of  the  group  of  small  islands  at  its 
head,  and  following  the  bends  of  the  river  so  as  to 
enter  the  strait  between  Navy  and  Grand  Islands; 
thence,  along  the  middle  of  SMid  sirait,  to  the 
head  of  Navy  Island;  thence,  to  the  west  and  south 
of,  and  near  to.  Grand  and  Beaver  Islands,  and  to 
the  west  of  Strawberry,  Squaw,  and  Bird  Islands, 
to  lake  Eric;  thence  southerly  and  westerly,  along 
the  middle  of  lake  Erie,  in  a  direction  to  en-er  the 
passage  immediately  south  of  Middle  island,  being 
one  of  the  easternmost  of  the  group  of  islands  lying- 
in  the  western  part  of  said  lake;  thence,  along  the 
said  passage  proceeding  to  the  north  of  Cunning- 
ham's Island,  of  the  three  Bass  Islands,  and  of  the 
Western  Sister,  and  to  the  south  of  the  islands  cal- 
led the  Hen  and  Chickens,  and  of  Eastern  and  Mid- 
dle Sisters;  thence,  to  the  middle  of  the  mouth  of 
the  Detroit  river,  in  a  direction  to  enter  the  chan- 
nel which  divides  Bois-blanc  and  Sugar  Islands; 
thence  up  the  said  channel  to  the  west  of  fjois-blanc 
Island,  and  to  the  east  of  Sugar,  Fox,  and  Stony  Is- 
lands,  until  it  approaches  Figh  ing,  or  Great  Tur- 
key Island;  thence,  along  the  western  side  and  near 
the  shore  of  said  last  mentioned  island,  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  river  above  the  same;  thence,  along  the 
middle  of  said  river  keeping  to  the  south-east  of, 
and  near.  Hog  Island,  and  to  the  north  west  of  and 
iipar,  the  island  calltid  Isle  a  la  Peclie,  to  Lake  St. 
Clair;  thence,  through  the  middle  of  said  lake,  in  a 
direction  to  enter  that  mouth  or  channel  of  the  river 
St.  Clair  which  is  usually  denominated  the  Old  Ship 
Channel;  thence,  along  the  middle  of  said  channel, 
between  Squirrel  Island  on  the  south-east,  and 
llerson's  Island  on  the  nothwest,  to  the  upper  end 
of  the  List  mentioned  island,  which  is  nearly  oppo- 
site to  point  au  Chenes,  on  the  American  shore; 
thence,  along  the  middle  of  the  river  S'-  Clair,  keep- 
ing  10  the  west  of,  and  near,  the  islands  called  Belle 
Kevieve  Isle,  and  isle  aux  Cerfs,  to  lake  Huron; 
thence  through  the  middle  of  lake  Huron  in  a 
direction  to  enter  the  strait  or  passage  between 
Drummond's  island  on  the  west,  and  the  little  Vlani- 
ton  Island  on  the  east;  thence,  through  the  middle 
of  the  passage  which  divides  the  two  last  mention- 
ed islands;  thence,  turning  northerly  and  westward- 
ly,  around  the  eastern  and  northern  shores  of  Drum- 
mond's Island,  and  proceeding  in  a  direction  to  en- 
ter the  passage  between  the  island  "  St.  Joseph's 
and  the  American  siiore,  passing  to  the  north  of  the 
intermediate  islands  No.  61,  11,  10,  12,  9,  6,  4,  and 
2,  and  to  the  south  of  those,  numbered  15,  13,  5, 
and  1. 

Thence,  up  the  said  last  mentioned  passage,  keep- 
ing near  to  the  island  of  St.  Joseph's,  and  passing 
to  the  north  and  east  of  Isle  a  la  Crosse,  and  of  the 
small  islands  numbered  16,  17,  18,  19,  and  20,  and 
to  the  south  and  v/est  of  those  numbered  21,  22,  and 
23,  until  it  strikes  a  line  (drawn  on  the  map  with 
black  ink  and  shaded  on  one  side  of  the  point  of  in- 
tersection with  blue  and  on  the  other  side  with  red) 
passing  across  the  river  at  the  head  of  St.  Joseph's 
Island,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  Neebish  Rapids,  which 
line  denotes  the  termination  of  the  boundary  di- 
rected to  be  run  by  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Client. 

And  the  said  commissioners  do  further  decide  and 
declare,  that  all  the  islands  lying  in  the  rivers,  lakes, 
and  water  communications,  between  the  before  de- 
scribed boundary  line  and  the  adjacent  shores  of 
Upper  Canada  do,  and  each  of  them  does,  belong 
to  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  that  all  the  islands  Ijs 
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ing  in  the  rivers,  lakes,  and  water  communications, 
between  the  said  boundary  line  and  the  adjacent 
shores  of  the  United  States,  or  their  territories,  do, 
and  each  of  them  does,  belong  to  tlie  United  States 
of  America,  in  conformity  with  the  true  intent  of  the 
second  article  of  the  said  treaty  of  1783,  and  of  the 
6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

in  faith  whereof,  we,  the  commissioners  aforesaid, 
have  signed  this  declaration,  and  thereunto  affixed 
our  seals. 

Done  in  quadruplicate,  at  Utica,  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  this 
eighteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  and  twenty-two. 

PETER  R.  PORTER,  [l.s] 
ANi'H.  B.\RCI-AY,      [l.  s.]" 


Legislature  of  Connecticut. 

govehnor's  message. 
Gentlemen  of  the  senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  revolution  of  another  year,  has  renewed  the 
period  devoted  to  mutual  consultations  for  the  pub- 
lic good;  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  con- 
cord, health  and  industry  are  generally  prevailing, 
accompanied  with  their  invariable  concomitants, 
prosperity  and  competence.  Under  God,  we  owe 
these  blessings  to  our  mild  and  uniform  institutions, 
and  they  demand  returns  of  pious  gratitutde,  with 
hrm  and  enlightened  efforts,  to  defend,  improve 
and  transmit  them  to  our  posterity. 

The  recent  revision  of  the  statutes  of  this  state, 
has  brought  us  to  tlie  commencement  of  a  new  and 
interesting  a:ra.  We  now  see  concentred,  in  a  sin- 
gle volume,  the  results  of  the  wise  legislation  of 
two  centuries,  embracing  the  municipal  regula- 
tions which  govern  the  conduct  of  a  civilized  com- 
niHnity,  where  agriculture,  commerce,  arts  and  sci- 
ence have  attained  that  proficiency,  which  is  most 
favorable  to  the  development  and  maturity  of  each. 
Though  to  inexperienced  eyes,  this  code  may  ap- 
pear as  a  new  work,  produced  by  some  great  change 
in  our  social  system,  yet  to  more  accurate  observ 
ers  it  will  be  apparent,  tliat  it  embraces  the  most 
ancient  regulations  of  the  founders  of  New  Eng 
land.  In  perusing  its  pages,  we  take  counsel  from 
.«ages  of  other  times,  and  pursue  their  directions, 
expressed  in  the  language,  and  adapted  to  the  cus- 
toms of  the  present  period.  It  is  thus,  that  the  le- 
gislation  of  a  free  people,  is  most  successfully  ac 
complished;  always  imitating  the  course  of  nature, 
without  violence  or  injury,  effecting  transactions, 
resembling  the  lapse  of  time,  without  sensible  mo- 
tion; or  like  human  growth  from  infancy  to  man- 
hood, with  a  continued  consciousness  of  personal 
identity. 

All  the  improvements,  which  distinguish  men 
from  mere  animals,  are  derived  from  the  union  of 
science  with  human  labor.  All  knowledge  con- 
sists, either  in  the  revelation  of  the  divine  will,  or 
in  demonstrations,  founded  on  observation  and  ex 
perience.  Notwithstanding  the  high  pretensions 
of  different  systems  of  Ontology,  the  well  known 
controversies  they  have  occasioned,  from  the  age 
of  Plato  to  the  present  period,  prove  that  they  are 
all  mere  narratives  of  human  opinions,  in  different 
stages  and  improvement,  and  contain  but  little 
which  can  be  rendered  practically  useful.  As  all 
science  consists  in  clear  perceptions  of  truth,  we 
must  conclude,  that  it  is  only  from  revealed  religion, 
and  by  persevering  exertions  in  exploring  the  mys 
teries  of  nature,  guided  by  systematical  education, 
tjjatman  cj^n  acquire  reverential  ideas  of  the  great 


.\uthor  of  all  being,  or  any  certain  knowledge,  ei- 
ther of  the  extent  of  his  own  powers,  or  of  the  so- 
cial  duties  which  arise  from  the  development  of 
new  discoveries. 

A  more  sublime  and  affecting  illustration  of  these 
truths,  was  never  presented  to  human  view,  than 
by  our  ancestors  who  landed  at  Plymouth.  This 
illustrious  band  of  independents,  these  real  heroes 
of  humanity,  iirmiy  believed  what  though  perceiv- 
ed  by  reason,  human  theories  have  enveloped  in 
obscurity,  the  existence  of  a  superintending  Provi- 
dence, coinciding  with  the  unrestrained  exercise  of 
human  energies.  Discarding  inventions  which  their 
experience  had  proved  to  be  the  instruments  of  ty- 
ranny, fraud,  and  imposture;  confiding  in  the  sac- 
cess  of  human  exertions,  yet  humbly  confessing 
their  own  imperfections;  resolutely  defending  opi- 
nions founded  on  what  were  then  the  most  recent 
discoveries,  yet  establishing  no  new  systems;  free- 
ly encouraging  other  communities,  and  future  ge- 
nerations, to  be  directed  by  the  progressive  lights 
they  might  acquire;  voluntary  exiles  from  an  op- 
pressed, but  still  beloved  country,  unsubdued  by 
toil,  want  and  disease,  they  stood  upon  the  margin 
of  an  unexplored  coast,  and  surveyed  the  scenes 
of  surrounding  nature.  Over  their  heads,  they  per- 
ceived the  radient  source  of  heat,  motion  and  fer- 
tility, a  terrestrial  image  of  all  pervading  and  di- 
vine beneficence;  but  on  every  side,  and  beneath 
their  feet,  they  could  behold  nothing  but  the  heav- 
ing ocean,  lofty  forests,  savage  beasts  and  more  sa- 
vage men,  the  only  tenants  of  an  unbroken  soil. — 
They  resolved  to  tame  those  elements  of  physical 
and  moral  strife,  but  they  never  dared  to  invoke  the 
protection  of  heaven  in  favor  of  injustice,  igno- 
rance, or  sloth,  or  otherwise  than  in  aid  of  their 
own  exertions.  They  dedicated  edifices  to  God, 
to  justice,  and  to  education;  they  established 
homes  of  freedom  for  themselves  and  children; 
and  from  the  association  which  was  then  formed, 
and  the  labors  which  then  commenced,  have  pro- 
ceeded all  the  hopes,  comforts  and  security  which 
we  enjoy,  and  all  the  sympathies  with  which  our 
hearts  are  warmed. 

But  notwithstanding  the  present  prosperity  of 
their  descendants,  it  becomes  us  all,  "to  rejoice 
with  trembling."  Though  we  have  made  great  at- 
tainments, and  have  discovered  that  intelligence, 
enterprize  and  industry  are  best  promoted  by  civil 
divisions,  which  excite  emulation;  though  we  ad- 
mit  that  every  division  ought  to  enjoy  an  entire 
equality  of  political  rights,  it  has  not  been  yet  as  ful- 
ly demonstrated  to  our  reason  and  experience,  that 
the  security  of  personal  rights  can  only  result  from 
a  like  equality,  and  from  the  harmony  of  united  ac- 
tion; it  is  not  universally  perceived,  that  the  rulers 
of  states  and  nations,  not  excepting  those  which 
are  most  free,  are  subject  to  the  same  passions  and 
infirmities,  and  that  they  invariably  display  the 
same  vices,  as  well  as  virtues,  which  distinguish 
the  individuals  whose  interests  are  confided  to  their 
care;  that  every  where,  free  communities  are  ex- 
posed to  the  overwhelming  power  of  foreign  rivals, 
to  the  fatal  consequences  of  civil  dissentions,  and 
tl\e  no  less  sure  destrwction,  produced  by  under- 
mining influences  or  moral  imbecility. 

The  history  of  every  age,  liowever,  attests  the 
truth  of  these  positions,  and  it  is  equally  certRin, 
that  the  best  virtues  of  men  are  counterfeited  for 
purposes  of  ambition  or  seHishness,  and  that  the 
mischiefs  to  which  they  tend,  can  be  counteracted 
only  by  a  wise  organization  of  moral  and  physical 
force.  Both  in  small  as  well  as  in  great  communi- 
ties, there  exist  alliances  of  cunning,  fraud,  chicH'. 
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nery,  and  imposture,  topervert  the  best  institutions. 
Those  who  are  neither  inventors  of  useful  arts,  nor 
promoters  of  pubhc  industry;  who  neither  "toil, 
nor  spin,  nor  sow,  nor  reap,  nor  g-ather  into  barns;" 
who  add  nothing  to  the  public  stock,  by  their  sci- 
ence, ingenuity,  or  by  the  assistance  tliey  afford, 
are  constantly  devising  projects  to  divert  the  ac- 
quisitions of  the  defenceless  men,  to  their  own  ad- 
vantage. These  evils  admit  of  no  remedies,  but 
wise  and  impartial  legislation,  applied  with  un- 
ceasing vigilance. 

It  is  to  perform  these  duties  to  our  constituents, 
that  we  are  now  convened,  and  in  discharging  them, 
1  do  not  doubt  that  we  shall  endeavor  to  govern 
our  conduct  by  the  constitution  which  the  people 
have  established.  It  is  pleasing  to  reflect,  that  in 
many  respects  our  task  is  more  easy  and  plain,  than 
that  which  our  predecessors  have  performed. 

The  outlines  of  our  system  are  now  well  defined; 
our  statutes  are  intelligible  to  common  capacities; 
while,  by  luminous  commentaries,  and  by  minute 
reports  of  decided  cases,  much  of  the  learning 
whic!i  it  has  been  necessary  for  practical  lawyers 
to  acquire,  will  hereafter  be  principally  useful  in 
expounding  and  reconciling  our  constitutions  of 
government;  in  adjusting  controversies,  between 
citizens  of  different  states,  and  in  maturing  a  sys- 
tem of  natural  law.  To  modify  the  tendency  of 
every  learned  science,  to  create  artificial  refine- 
ments, and  to  supply  the  demands  of  an  improving 
age,  a  wise,  firm,  and  prudent  exercise  of  the  su- 
pervising  power,  will  be  constantly  necessary,  to 
the  conserv:ition  and  advancement  of  public  and 
personal  rights;  but  the  same  means  which  will  se- 
cure an  im.partial  administration  of  justice,  will 
equally  furnisli  sure  guides  and  safe  analogies,  by 
which  to  enlighten  and  direct  the  wisdom  of  every 
grade  of  legislators. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  laws  which  protect 
public  peace  and  order,  are  thos':?  which  relate  to 
the  accumulation,  security  and  distribution  of  pro- 
perty. By  an  ancient  law,  every  man  may  se- 
cure any  demand  against  another,  by  attaching  his 
person  or  property,  on  giving  security  that  he  will 
prosecute  his  claim  to  effect,  and  answer  all  dama- 
ges in  case  of  fadure.  The  natural  effect  of  this 
regulation  is,  to  render  the  transactions  of  every 
man  subject  to  the  vigilant  observation  of  all  per- 
sons interf'sted  in  his  conduct,  thereby  restraining 
extravagant  enterprizes,  and  abuses  of  credit.  The 
experience  of  a  long  period,  has  proved  that  the 
principles  on  which  this  law  is  founded,  are  wise, 
just  and  salutary;  but  since  its  establishment,  which 
originated  when  the  state  was  almost  exclusively 
agricultural;  since  more  complex  relations  of  pro- 
perty have  been  widely  diffused  by  the  extension  of 
commerce,  arts,  and  manufactures,  and  since  the 
incorporation  of  banks,  which  are  comparatively  of 
recent  origin,  and  as  they  have  gradually  acquired 
a  controUing  power  and  influence  over  the  circulat- 
ing medium  and  property  of  the  state,  it  deserves 
serious  consideration,  whether  the  unlimited  right 
of  attachment  does  not  now  require  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  legislature. 

Happily  for  ns,  safe  and  easy  remedies  exist,  by 
means  well  known  to  our  laws,  which  being  proper- 
ly applied,  will  protect  the  rights  of  individuals, 
without  impairing  the  fair  advantages  which  may 
be  derived  from  our  varied  industry,  or  from  bank- 
ing institutions. 

An  attachment  is  nothing  more  than  a  temporary 
lien,  created  by  the  will  of  one  party,  to  secure  the 
acquisition  of  some  legal  right,  supposed  to  be  de- 
nied, or  detained  by  another  party.     Other  liens 


are  a  species  of  mortgages,  created  by  operation  of 
law,  to  favor  purposes  of  public  utility.  They  al- 
ready exist  in  favor  of  debts  due  to  the  state,  and 
tiie  United  States;  also  in  some  cases,  in  favor  of 
factors,  mechanics,  and  manufactures,  and  for  the 
wagfs  due  to  seamen  and  mariners. 

The  principle  upon  which  liens  created  by  ope- 
ration of  law,  are  founded,  is  that  all  property,  pub- 
lic or  private,  ought  to  be  protected  in  proportion 
to  the  increased  value  it  has  acquired,  by  public  re- 
gulations, by  private  advances,  or  by  the  applica- 
tion of  human  labor.  Legal  liens  protect  rights, 
extend  credit,  and  are  proofs  of  improvements  in 
commerce,  arts,  and  civi!iz;ttion.  That  "the  la- 
borer is  worthy  of  his  hire,"  is  a  divine  precept., 

In  conformity  with  principle  ,  .vhich  I  think  arc 
analogous  to  our  established  institutions,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  reason,  justice,  and  religion,  I  suba.it  to 
your  consideration,  tlie  ex]5ediency  of  so  modifying 
the  right  of  attachment,  as  fully  to  protect  tliat  in- 
dustry, upon  which  the  elements  of  all  our  pros- 
perity depend. 

The  interests  of  every  mariner,  are  by  law,  iden- 
tified with  the  ship  in  which  he  traverses  the  ocean. 
He  well  knows,  that  the  ship  is,  or  may  be  render- 
ed specifically  responsible  for  the  payment  of  his 
wages,  notwithstanding  any  misfortunes  which  may 
attend  his  employers;  and  we  all  know,  that  with- 
out this  security,  all  attempts  to  prosecute  m'.iri- 
time  commerce  would  be  nugatory.  As  it  is  im- 
possible to  conceive  of  any  sjiecies  of  property, 
which  is  not  derived  from  the  spontaneous  produc- 
tions of  the  soil,  or  created  by  industry;  as  by  our 
system  of  government  all  rights  ought  to  be  im- 
partially protected;  as  one  miin's  earnings  ought 
never  to  be  applied  to  satisfy  the  debts  of  another, 
without  his  express  or  implied  consent:  and  as  la- 
bor on  land,  is  as  meritorious  as  labor  on  the  sea, 
it  seems  to  be  proper  that  principles  which  have 
been  established  for  the  protection  of  mariners, 
should  be  applied  in  analogous  cases,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  all  persons  who  perform  labor  for  hire. 
Though  doubts  may  exist  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  legal  protection  should  be  afforded,  yet 
the  justice  of  the  principle,  will  not,  as  I  conceive, 
be  denied. 

I  therefore  respectfully  propose  to  your  conside- 
ration, the  expediency  of  declaring  by  law,  that  in 
addition  to  the  rights  which  now  exist,  all  the  per- 
sonal effects  remaining  on  farms,  or  in  occupied  te- 
nements, shall  be  responsible  for  the  payment  of  the 
wages  of  servants,  laborers,  and  overseers;  and  ge- 
nerally, of  all  persons  who  perform  agricultural  or 
other  labor  for  stipulated  wages,  or  hire,  during  a 
reasonable  period  after  such  wages  accrue,  not- 
withstanding any  attachment  by  other  persons,  or 
by  corporations. 

The  object  of  this  proposal  is,  to  afford  an  equal 
and  just  protection  to  every  species  of  subordinate 
labor;  but  to  provide  an  equivalent  security  to  the 
owners  and  tenants  of  farms,  and  other  real  proper- 
ly, I  propose  that  no  attachment  on  mesne  process, 
by  other  parties,  sliall  be  construed  to  operate  so  as 
to  vary  or  defeat  any  contract  between  a  land  own- 
er and  tenant,  for  the  payment  of  rent,  or  for  any 
shares  or  deliveries  of  produce  of  any  kind  in  lieu 
thereof;  or  to  suoject  any  articles  remaining  on 
farms,  to  the  payment  of  any  debts,  in  derogation 
of  those  specifically  subsisting  between  a  land  own- 
er and  tenant;  or  to  subject  to  attachment,  otherwise 
than  in  suits  between  land  owners  and  tenants,  any 
articles  prepared  for  market,  consisting  of  animal 
or  vegetable  food;  or  the  productions  of  animals^ 
or  of  plants,  or  of  household  manufactures  of  a^iy 
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kind,  or  of  raw  materials,  consisiing-    f  wood,  iron, 
metals,  or  minerals,'  while  remaining  in  the  custody 
of  any  factor,  a^t-nt,  mechanic,  or  maniifarturer,  or 
deposited  with  either  of  thenn  for  sule,  distribution, 
or  conversion  into  manufactures,  reservinpr  however 
to  all  other  persons,  their  existing'  riplits  of  pro 
ceeding-,  as  in  cases  of  f'reign  attachment   to   re 
cover  their  prnporiions  of  the  avails  of  all  proper 
ty  attached,  after  all  prior  conti-acts  and  enpape- 
men's  between  land  owners,  tenants,  factors,  me 
clianics,  and    manufacturers,   in  reJation   thereto, 
have  been  fulfilled  and  discharged. 

For  the  protection  of  carpenters,  joiners,  paint- 
ers, and  masons,  whose  labors  add  to  the  value  ot 
real  properly,  or  of  shipping,  1  propose  tliat  the 
buildings,  vessels  and  other  erections  which  they 
create  or  repair,  shall  be  responsible  for  all  mate- 
rials and  labor  employed  thereon,  but  to  be  so  esti- 
mated by  a  jury,  as  to  refer  to  the  additional  value 
created  by  such  improvements,  and  not  to  defeat . 
or  impair  the  rights  created  by  existing  mortgages  i 
or  prior  liens. 

An  almost  boundless  scene  is  now  opening  to  the  i 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  if  we  are  just  j 
to  ourselve.s,  it  may  be  improved  to  encourage  eve.-y 
kind  of  internal  industry,  to  extend  the  principles 
of  free  governments,  and  promote  the  civilization 
and  happiness  of  mankind.  The  most  important 
regidations  on  these  interesting  subjects,  ought  to 
proceed  from  the  national  government,  but  we  can 
do  much  to  encourage  and  protect  the  merchants, 
and  traders  of  tliis  state:  and  with  these  views  I  re- 
commend a  revision  of  our  laws  in  relation  to  part- 
nerships, and  an  extension  of  them  to  a  principle 
wiiich  though  common,  for  a  long  period  in  Europe, 
Las  hitherto  been  but  partially  recognized  in  this 
country. 

Bv  an  ancient  statute  to  prevent  frauds  and  per 
juri :  .s,  no  suit  can  be  maintained  upon  any  contract, 
subjecting  an  executor  or  administrator,  upon  any 
special  promise  to  an-wer  damages  out  of  his  own 
estate;  or  upon  any  contract  made  in  consideration 
of  marriage;  or  for  the  sale  of  lands;  or  upon  any 
special  promise  to  answer  for  the  debt,  default,  or 
miscarriage  of  another  person:  or  upon  any  contract 
which  is  not  to  be  performed  within  one  year  un 
less  such  contract  be  made  in  writing,  and  signed 
by  the  party  to  be  charged  therewith.  At  the  re- 
vision of  the  last  session,  the  well  approved  princi- 
ples of  this  law  were  extended  to  ail  contracts  for 
the  Bale  of  goods,  wares  and  mechandise,  not  deli 
vered  in  whole  or  in  part,  for  the  price  of  thirty-five 
dollars  or  upw.irds.  which  to  be  valid,  must  now  be 
reduced  to  writing,  or  something  must  be  delivered 
in  earnest,  to  bind  the  bargain. 

But  notwithstanding  this  law,  it  seems  that  any 
commercial  partnership  may  be  proved  as  a  parol 
contract,  and  of  course,  real  or  merely  imagined  in- 
terests, founded  on  private  confidence  orfriendship, 
or  established  by  those  frauds  and  perjuries  which 
the  law  was  designed  to  repress,  may  occasion  te- 
dious, doubtful  and  ruinous  litigations,  extremely 
pfrrplexing  and  annoying  to  all  concerned  in  the 
administration  of  justice  Nor  are  these  evils  the 
greatest,  which  may  be  fairly  traced  to  this  discre- 
pancy in  the  legal  system.  Owing  to  the  hazards 
which  attend  commercial  partnerships,  they  are 
commonly  avoided  by  prudent  men,  who.  from  age 
or  other  causes,  have  retired  from  active  business. 
The  young  and  enterprizing  members  of  the 
community,  are  thereby  deprived  of  the  aids, 
counsel  and  experience,  whicb  they  ought  to 
derive  from  those  more  advanced  in  life,  who, 
.on  their  part,  are  compelled  to  retain  their  capi- 


tals for  occasional  investments  in  speculations,  or 
in  purchases  of  stocks,  or  in  usury.  To  supply  the 
deficiency  of  capital  in  active  business,  recourse  is 
had  to  confidential  and  honorary  eng'agements,  and 
the  voluntary  assignmen's  of  property,  by  which 
they  have  been  satisfied,  have,  as  is  too  well  known, 
been  a  source  of  great  loss,  and  in  many  instances, 
of  entire  ruin,  to  other  descriptions  of  creditors, 
who  were,  in  all  cases,  equally,  and  in  many,  much 
more  honest  and  meritorious. 

To  mitigate,  if  not  wholly  prevent  the  mischiefs 
which  have  been  mentioned,  it  is  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, vvfhether  in  strict  analogy  witl)  our  laws, 
it  v;ould  not  he  expedient  to  require,  that  all  con- 
tracts by  whicii  commercial  partnerships  are  form- 
ed, should  be  reduced  to  writing,  attested  by  wit- 
nesises,  and  recorded  by  the  town  reeristers,  in 
books  to  be  provided  for  that  special  purpo.se. 

It  is  manifestly  propeT",  that  those   individuals 
who  are  authorized  to  sign  the  name  of  anv  firm, 
or  to  bind  by  contract,  the  propertv  of  a  commer- 
cial company,  should  be  known  and  held  responsi- 
ble io  tlie  public;  and  in    my  opinion,  it  is  equally 
clear,  that  a  mode   of  contract,    which    has  long 
been  known  in  several  parts  of  Europe,  and  wjich 
in  France  is  styled  societe  en  commanditk,  ought 
to  be  authorized  by  law,  and  encouraged   in  this 
state.     By  this  contract,  a  man  may  advance  any 
proportion  of  the  capital  stock  of  a  company,  and 
ba  renumerated,  bv  receiving  a  share   of  the  ex- 
pected profits,  in  lieu  of  interest,   without  being 
liable  for  otiier  contributions  in  case  of  losses.     It 
may  be  thought,  that  an  additional  security,  adapt- 
ed to  our  circumstances,  would  arise  from  declar- 
ing, that  the  withdrawing  of  any  part  ot  the  capi- 
tal upon  winch   tlie    credit    of  the  company  was 
founded,  at  any  time  or  in  any  manner,  not  stipu- 
lated in  the  original    contract,  should  be  deemed 
fraudulent,  and  involve  a  joint  and  several  respon- 
sibility of  all  parties  to  such  transactions,  and  that 
no  seperate  partner  should  be  allowed  to  claim  as 
a  creditor  of  such  a  company.     This  may  deserve 
consideration,   but  if  no  such   provisions  were  in- 
serted, the  credit  of  commercial  partnerships  would 
be  more  firm  than  at  present,  when  by  being  un- 
known to  the  public,  often  founded  on  capitals  de- 
rived from    confidential  engagements    which    are 
frequently  mutual  and  always  liable  to  be  secretly 
withdrawn,  they  afford  but  little  security  to  the 
community. 

A  species  of  contract,  greatly  resembling  that 
which  is  proposed,  has  long  been  recognized  in  re- 
lation to  the  fisheries  and  other  concerns  of  mari- 
time commerce;  and  I  can  conceive  of  no  reason, 
why  it  may  not  with  equal  safety  and  advantage, 
be  extended  to  commercial  partnerships  on  the 
land.  There  are  many  men  of  property,  wJio 
from  motives  of  consanguinity,  friendship,  or  ex- 
pected profit,  would  entrust  a  part  of  their  capi- 
tals, to  the  management  of  young  men  of  prudence, 
skill  and  integrity,  who  could  never  be  induced 
to  expose  their  whole  fortunes  to  the  slightest  haz- 
zard.  The  examples  and  counsel  of  such  men, 
would  afford  the  most  effectual  support  to  active 
exertions,  thereby  uniting  tiie  caution  and  expe- 
rience of  age,  with  the  energy  of  youth,  and 
blending  paternal  influence,  with  the  conscious- 
ness of  independent  action. 

If  these  principles  should  meet  with  your  appro- 
bation, a  way  will  be  prejjared,  for  imitating  an 
ex  mple  of  the  ancient  and  patriotic  state  of  New- 
.Tersy,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable  to  our 
legal  system.  This  state  has  declared,  by  a  law- 
passed  in  February,  1820,  that  saving  the  rights  oi" 
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prior  BOHA  fide  mortgagees  and  judgment  credi- 
tors, all  future  conveyances  and  assignments  to 
trustees  shall  be  made  tor  the  equal  benefit  of  all 
creditors,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  just 
demands,  and  that  all  assignments,  declaring  any 
preference  of  one  creditor  over  another,  in  respect 
of  time,  proportion,  or  amount  of  dividend,  shall 
be  deemed  fraudulent  and  void.  These  provi- 
sions are  just  and  well  calculated  to  prevent  great 
abuses;  but  I  submit  to  your  consideration,  whether 
they  would  not  be  more  salutary,  if  adopted  in 
coincidence  with  other  regulations,  which  would 
provide  for  the  younger  members  of  our  commu 
iiity,  the  means  of  acquiring  a  fair  and  well  defined 
credit. 

Much  of  the  time  of  congress  has  been  consum- 
ed in  unavailing  attempts  to  establish  uniform  re- 
gulations, for  securing  a  just  distribution  of  the 
property,  and  a  fair  relief  and  protection  to  the 
persons  of  bankrupt  merchants  and  traders.  The 
great  importance  of  this  subject  to  the  rights,  li- 
berty and  property  of  many  individuals  in  this 
state,  to  the  intercourse  of  the  several  states  with 
each  other,  and  its  intimate  connexions  with  com- 
merce, individual  and  national  credit  and  charac- 
ter throughout  the  world,  will,  I  hope,  justify  me 
in  briefly  expressing  my  opinion  on  some  of  these 
apparently  intricate  relations. 

The  elementary  principles  upon  which  a  statute 
of  bankruptcy  ought  to  be  founded,  are  few  and 
simple.  A  man  who  does  not  perform  his  con- 
tracts, is  either  guilty  of  a  voluntary  offence,  in 
which  case  he  deserved  punishment,  or  the  non- 
performance is  involuntary,  in  which  case  he  ac- 
quires a  right  to  public  sympathy  and  protection 
No  conditions  are  more  dili'ereiit  than  those 
which  are  produced  by  crime,  and  those  by  misfor- 
tune. 

By  existing  laws,  every  man's  contracts  may  sur- 
vive his  ability  to  perform  tliem.  The  effVct  is 
to  destroy  his  activity,  and  produce  a  civil  death, 
leaving  his  person  burdensome  to  his  friends  and 
the  community. 

State  laws  may  take  and  distribute  all  the  pro- 
perty of  an  individual,  but  have  no  operation  in 
releasing  his  future  acquisition  from  the  controul 
of  iiis  creditors;  such  an  effect  being  consider- 
ed by  the  courts,  as  embraced  in  the  provision  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  which  re- 
strains the  states  from  passing  laws  "imparing  the 
obligations  of  contracts." 

'  It  is  the  precise  and  peculiar  effect  of  "laws  on 
the  subject  of  bankruptcies,"  to  disolve  and  cancel 
contracts,  after  a  just  distribution  of  the  property 
of  bankrupts.  Sucii  laws  can  be  enacted  by  con- 
gress alone,  and  their  power  is  only  restrained  by 
an  injunction,  that  the  rule  shall  be  ''uniform 
throughout  the  United  States."  Every  part  of  the 
constitution  is  marked  with  the  characters  of 
equality  and  uniformity.  Whenever  rights  exist, 
they  exist  equally  for  all  the  people  under  similar 
circumstances  and  in  like  condition. 

During  every  period  of  thirty  years,  a  mass  of 
property,  exceeding  in  value  whatever  exists  at 
one  time  in  this  country,  is,  by  an  invariable  law  of 
nature,  transferred  to  new  proprietors.  Of  this  in- 
numerable property,  a  great  amount  is  annually 
transferred,  by  the  settlement  of  intestate  and  in- 
solvent estates.  The  laws  which  regulate  such  pro- 
ceedings, are,  or  ought  to  be,  precisely  such  as  are 
required  in  statutes  of  bankruptcy.  Rights  of  dow- 
er, and  by  curtesy,  prevail  for  the  relief  of  bereaved 
families,  and  for  the  support  of  children,  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  rights  of  creditors,  and  they  furnish 


some  guide  for  determining  the  allowances  which 
ought  to  be  made  to  innocent  bankrupts.  If  con- 
gress cannot  be  reconciled  to  such  regulations  as 
have  been  adopted  in  other  countries,  they  ought 
at  least,  to  define  what  acts  shall  constitute  bank- 
ruptcies, and  to  declare  what  consequences  they 
shall  produce,  when  arising  from  frauds  or  from 
misfortunes.  These  facts  might  be  ascertained  by 
juries,  and  if  jealousies  of  the  national  authority 
could  be  dismissed,  and  the  state  governments 
would  not  restrain  their  courts  and  officers  from 
being  so  employed,  the  distribution  of  the  property 
of  bankrupts,  might  be  committed  to  the  probate, 
prerogative  and  orphan  courts  of  the  several  states, 
to  be  applied  on  national  and  impartial  prmciples. 
The  expense  and  uncertainty  of  a  distinct  arrange- 
ment of  new  boards  and  officers,  would  be  wholly 
saved;  and  I  do  not  perceive  why  civil  deaths, occa- 
sioned by  bankruptcy  or  insolvency,  need  to  pro- 
duce any  greater  disturbance  of  our  system,  than  is 
now  produced  by  the  natural  death  of  individuals: 
there  being  nothing  necessarily  connected  with  the 
questions  which  wou'-i  arise,  tending  to  increase 
or  to  diminish  the  authority  of  the  national  judi- 
ciary, or  to  vary  the  relations  of  the  state  govern- 
ments,  to  the  government  of  the  union.  Our  sys- 
tem of  military  defence,  affords  an  illustration  of  the 
advantages  which  are  derived  from  uniform  regula- 
tions, when  established  by  congress,  and  executed 
by  state  laws,  adapted  by  them  te  local  circum- 
stances and  customs. 

To  leave  the  whole  subject  unregulated,  appears 
to  me  to  be  neither  consistent  with  political  pru- 
dence nor  with  justice.  A.11  personal  rights  secured 
by  the  constitution,  demanded  protection.  Rights 
of  property,  to  a  vast  amount,  are  depending, 
which  will  be  regulated  in  some  manner.  If  the 
laws  of  the  states  should,  in  any  instances,  be  par- 
tial to  their  own  citizens,  and  adverse  to  the  rights 
of  those  of  other  states,  or  of  foreigners,  they  will, 
in  the  absence  of  efficient  legal  remedies,  be  coun- 
teracted by  retaliatory  measures,  inauspicious  to 
the  public  tranquihty,  or  portentous  of  a  gradual 
dissolution  of  our  union.  It  was  to  obviate  such 
dangers,  that  the  provision  in  the  constitution,  se- 
curing  equal  rights,  was  adopted.  If  you  should 
approve  the  sentiments  I  have  expressed,  a  reso- 
lution to  that  efi'ect  would,  doubtless,  secure  the 
just  influence  of  this  state,  on  the  decision  of  this 
question. 

I  have,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  expressed  my 
opinions,  respecting  banking  institutions.  That, 
under  wise  management,  they  are  well  calculated  to 
accumulate  and  preserve  metallic  money;  that  they 
may  be  rendered  safe  placesofdepositeforthe  pro- 
perty of  women,  children,  aged  persons,  truslees, 
and  corporate  bodies  is  certain.  That  they  promote 
punctuality,  accelerate  negociations,  and  may  ex- 
tend credit,  assist  active  industry,  and  beneficially 
regulate  exchange,  within  the  spheres  of  their 
just  influence,  ought  not  to  be  denied.  Like  fire, 
they  are  useful  while  under  control;  but  when  un- 
governable, they  are  destructive  to  themselves  and 
to  all  around  them. 

The  operations  of  all  banks  are  limited  by  those 
of  commerce,  the  invariable  tendency  of  which  is, 
to  equalize  the  prices  of  exchangeable  commodi- 
ties. The  inequalities  which  temporarily  exist,  are 
liquidated  by  bills  of  exchange,  which  demand  pay- 
ment in  gold  or  silver.  These  metals  are  the  only 
conventional  measures  of  value  throughout  the 
civilized  world,  and  their  power,  and  the  eflects 
1  which  they  invariably  produce,  can  no  more  b^*" 
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permanently   controlled  than  the  motions  of  the 
atmosphere. 

Tliat  the  banks  in  this  state  as  well  deserve  the 
credit  which  they  enjoy,  as  any  in  this  country, 
ought,  1  behave,  to  be  admitted;  and,  having  stated 
the  advantages  which  may  be  derived  from  them, 
it  remains  to  consider  whether  some  hmitations  ot 
their  present  powers  are  not  necessary,  to  secure 
the  people  against  those  abuses  to  which  these  in- 
stitutions are  peculiarly  liable. 

The  banks  in  this  state  are  confined  to  a  trade  in 
bills  of  exchange,  silver,  or  gold  bullion,  and  to  the 
sale  of  property  pledged  or  taken  for  the  security 
of  debts;  and,  in  the  prosecution  of  this  trade,  they 
may  issue  circulating  notes,  payable  in  money,  a 
privilege  which  is  denied  to  individuals. 

By  the  trade  which  is  authorized,  and  as  it  is  now 
conducted,  the  banks  acquire  a  control  over  the 
circulating  currency.  It  is  prosecuted  by  men  dis- 
tinguished  for  wealth,  sagacity,  and  information,  in 
all  the  concerns  of  business,  assisted  by  no  incon- 
siderable proportion  of  the  best  legal  talents  of  this 
country,  which  are  combined  and  concentrated  in 
the  support  of  their  interests.  The  loans  of  banks 
are  generally  made  for  periods  not  exceeding  three 
months,  secured  always  by  one,  and  usually  by  two 
indorsers.  During  the  recurrence  of  periods  short- 
er than  those  which  are  necessary  to  prepare  any 
articles  of  agricultural  produce  for  market,  and  of 
most  articles  of  manufacturing  or  mechanical  skill, 
so  as  to  acquire  a  fair  exchangeable  value,  and 
agiiinst  the  combined  array  of  the  wealth,  talents 
and  learning,  which  have  been  described,  there 
always  exists  a  mass  of  property  and  a  value  ot 
labor,  of  every  variety  which  can  be  named,  expos- 
ed to  attachments  planned  in  secret  consultations, 
the  loss  or  even  stagnation  of  which  would  agitate 
the  whole  community.  The  same  evil  would  arise 
from  the  failure  of  banks,  when  produced  by  mis- 
management, violence  or  fraud. 

It  is  no  suthcient  reply  to  this  statement  of  unde- 
niable facis,  to  say,  that  the  <langer  of  such  evils  is 
remote,  and  improbable  in  respect  to  us.  That 
they  have  all  happened  in  the  United  States,  and 
that  a  great  and  interesting  part  of  our  country  is 
now  sutl'ering  the  most  distressing  privations  from 
vhese  causes,  is  certain.  The  existence  of  a  single 
case  would  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  power  is 
dangerous,  odious,  unnecessary  to  the  security, 
and,  therefore,  opposed  to  the  true  interests  of  the 
banks,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  restrained  by  law. 

With  a  view  to  the  restraints  which  1  consider  as 
proper  and  necessary,  1  have  assumed  as  axioms — 
First,  That  the  wages  of  labor  ought  never  to  be 
defeateck  by  attaciiments  of  the  property  created 
by  that  labor,  which  ought  to  remain  charged  with 
the  payment  thereof,  during  a  reasonable  period 
after  such  wages  accrue. 

Second,  That  the  contracts  between  land  owners 
and  the  lessees  of  hired  farms  and  rented  tene- 
ments, are,  in  their  nature,  founded  in  confidence 
and  friendship,  and  that  here  they  are  designed  to 
promote  industry,  by  encouraging  men  whose  chief 
or  oi.ly  property  consists  in  skill,  labor  and  honesty, 
which  ought  never  to  be  defeated,  but  always  en- 
couraged by  law. 

Third,  That  the  contracts  of  both  descriptions 
of  men,  with  those  mechanics,  manufacturers,  and 
with  the  factors  whom  they  employ,  in  all  branches 
of  business  which  add  to  the  value  of  property,  or 
are  concerned  in  the  primary  distributions  of  the 
productions  of  domestic  industry,  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected, so  far  as  the  direct  relations  of  these  prima- 
ry interests  are  concerned. 


I  think  it  is  evident  that  the  connections  which 
have  been  recited,  are  those  by  which  alone  money 
is  ever  acquired  to  satisfy  any  contracts;  that  they 
embrace  the  elementary  combinations  of  agricul- 
ture, arts  and  commerce;  and  that  any  cause  which 
interrupts  these  connections,  tends  to  dislocate 
those  bonds  of  confidential  intercourse  which  unite 
mankind,  and  can  be  only  favorable  to  the  interests 
of  those  who  accumulate  property  by  purchases  at 
sales  by  sherilfs  and  auctioneers,  thereby  speculat- 
ing on  the  misfortunes  which  they  not  unfrequently 
create. 

These  conclusions  are  manifestly  just,  as  the 
claims  of  banks  can  never  be  ultimately  satisfied, 
otherwise  than  with  that  money  over  which  they 
possess  an  almost  exclusive  control.  It  can,  there- 
fore, never  be  their  interest,  as  corporate  bodies, 
to  interrupt  the  labors  or  to  diminish  the  profits  of 
that  productive  industry,  which  creates  accumula- 
tions. There  vigilance  is  alone  usefully  employed, 
when,  by  denials  of  credit,  they  restrain  hazardous 
and  unprofitable  enterprizes,  and  their  superior 
and  almost  exclusive  advantages  for  deciding  what 
credits  are  safe  and  proper,  render  it  entirely  equi- 
table,  that,  in  securing  their  own  demands,  they 
should  extend  their  protection  to  those  industrious 
orders  of  society  whose  credits  are  founded  on  the 
previous  advances  of  these  corporations.  If  these 
principles  should  be  engrafted  on  our  law  of  attach- 
ment, I  do  not  perceive  why  banks  may  not  be  ren- 
dered  highly  useful  to  the  public;  otherwise  their 
influence  must  create  a  dependant  spirit,  which 
ought  not  to  exist  in  a  free  community. 

The  right  to  coin  money,  is  a  high  power  en- 
trusted  by  all  civilized  nations  to  the  supreme  autho- 
rity; and,  in  this  country,  it  has  accordingly  been 
expressly  and  exclusively  confided  to  congress. — 
Our  legal  standard  consistsof  gold  and  silver  coins, 
the  value  of  which  has  been  declared  by  law.  Our 
actual  currency  now  consists  of  bank  notes:  these 
notes  are  in  no  sense  money;  and,  at  best,  they  can 
only  be  considered  as  bills  of  exchange  on  the 
place  where  they  are  made  payable. 

It  appears,  from  the  charters  of  all  the  banks, 
that  the  power  to  issue  notes  was  intended  to  be 
only  incidental,  and  auxiliary  to  a  trade  in  gold  and 
silver  bullion.  This  trade  has,  however,  by  issues 
of  small  circulating  notes,  been  transferred  to  fo- 
reign commerce,  leaving  the  interior  interests  of 
this  great  country  wholly  dependant  on  its  fluctua- 
tions. 

The  only  efTectual  control  over  the  operations  of 
banks,  as  they  are  now  managed,  arises  from  the 
negociations  of  the  general  treasury,  which  are 
conducted  through  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
This  control  is  essentially  assisted  by  the  re-actions 
which  are  created  by  the  exchange  brokers,  and 
by  the  mutual  jealousies  of  all  the  banks.  The 
impatience  which  is  always  manifested  under  these 
salutary  restraints,  and  the  frequent  and  sudden 
vibrations  in  the  state  of  the  currency  which  they 
occasion,  are  unfavorable  to  industry,  and  prove, 
that  an  equilibrium  which  is  only  maintained  by  a 
constant  conflict  of  active,  yet  opposing  principles, 
is  very  precarious. 

Several  of  the  middle  states  have  perceived  this 
danger,  and  have  restrained  their  banks  from  issu- 
ing  notes  below  five  dollars,  which  will  secure  to 
their  people  a  silver  curi'ency.  The  currency  of 
gold  will  never  re-appear  unless  the  restraints  upon 
banks  are  carried  still  farther,  accompanied  with 
an  extensive  coinage  of  gold,  and  an  equalization 
of  our  exchang'e  with  Europe,  whicU  will  soon,  b^ 
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produced,  either  by  the  policy  of  our  government 
or  the  general  poverty  of  our  country. 

I  am  not  informed  of  the  present  state  of  the 
northern  banks,  and  am  only  desirous  of  promoting 
their  true  interests,  which,  when  well  understood, 
are  always  compatible  with  tiie  interests  of  the 
people.  Evils  wliich  have  been  long  acciuTiulating, 
are,  when  any  delays  can  be  permitted,  most  safely 
and  effectually  corrected  by  mild  remedies,  gradu 
■ally  applied;  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  an  evasion  of 
the  principles  of  the   constitution    to  permit  the 
banks  to  substitute  titeir  notes  for  the  legal  curren- 
cy of  the  country.   The  unit  of  silver,  at  least,  which 
may  be  required  of  every  man  in  his  daily  trans- 
actions, ought  not  to  rest  where  it  cannot  be  con- 
stantly and  conveniently  commanded.     An  appeal 
may  be  safely  made  to  the  convictions  of  every  m- 
teliigent  banker,  and  to  the  conscience  of  every 
honest  man,  for  the  truth  of  the  followmg  positions. 
The  notes  of  banks  are  a  manufacture  of  which 
the  fabrication  is  not  more  difficult  than  that  of  se- 
veral other  manufactures  which  are  in  common  use. 
Whatever  any  art  can  create,  an  equal  or  superior 
art  can  imitate.     Acct>rdingly,  it  is  seen  that  notes 
are  counlerfc  ited,  wliich  deceive  the  managers  of 
banks  and  the  most  skilful  of  exchange  brokers. 
The  number  of  frauds  whicl\  are  thus  committed 
upon  the  people,  cannot  bi    conjectured;  but  they 
are  known  to  be  frequent  and  widely  extended. 
The  counterfeit  notes  in  circulation,  equally  with 
those  which  are  genuine,  limit  and  expel  the  circu- 
lation of  metallic  money.     The  frauds  are,  in  most 
instances,  practised  upon  men  whose  residence  is 
distant  from  the  banks  where  they  are  represented 
to  be  payable;  they  temptthoughtless  persons,  wlio 
have  themselves  been  deceived,  to  the  commission 
of  crimes.  Even  the  genuine  notes  are  necessarily 
entrusted  to  persons  who  are  too  frequently  found 
to  possess  unstable  principles,  and   who  subject 
stockholders  to  great  and  sometimes  to  ruinous 
losses.    It  cannot  be  proper,  or  even  just,  that  such 
a  currency  should  be  offered  to  the  honest,  indus 
trious  and  unsuspecting  people  of  this  country,  as 
a  substitute  for  that  which  is  established  by  our 
fundamental   laws,  and  which  is  founded  on  the 
uniform,  inimitable,  and  imperishable  elaborations 
of  nature. 

The  stockholders  in  all  banks  are  equally  inte- 
rested with  the  other  members  of  the  community 
in  correcting  this  great  abuse  of  credit.     The  pre- 
sent is  a  fit  time  to  commence  the  operation.     A 
commerce  with  the  countries  which  produce  the 
most  abundant  supplies  of  gold  and  silver,   and 
where,  from  the  state  of  their  industry,  these  me- 
tals constitute  an  essential  branch  of  their  exports, 
is  now  unfolding.     If  this  commerce  should  com- 
mence with  the  diffusion  of  circulating  paper,  the 
advantages  and  security  which  it  might  afford  to 
this  country,  will  be  transferred  to  Europe;  and  if, 
in  consequence  of  the  vibrations  to  which  all  com 
merce  is  exposed,  we  should  be  overwhelmed  by  a 
paper  medium,  during  a  period  of  misfortunes,  the 
greatest  evils  and  dangers  may  be  anticipated;  al 
though,  in  connection  with  a  system  of  wise  restric 
tions,  the  banking  system  might,  even  now,  be 
safely  extended,  or  suffered  to  rest  on  the  aids  of 
private  credit. 

In  a  review  of  past  transactions,  connected  with 
proposals  for  future  improvements,  it  would  be  a 
great  omission  not  to  notice  our  establishments  for 
promoting  education.  These  are  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  and  are  the  glory  of  this  state.  During 
a  considerable  period,  Yale  college  was  an  ad- 
vanced station  on  tke  fr.oi)tic;rs  of  Ameri©{ifl  lite- 


rature. I  shall  leave  to  history  the  duty  of  awaken- 
ing the  public  memory  to  the  names  of  em;iient 
men,  distinguished  in  every  branch  of  human  know- 
ledge,  and  of  recounting  the  services  they  have 
rendered  to  the  cause  of  science  and  virtue.  We 
are  now  surrounded  by  enlightened  aad  opul-nt 
communities,  whose  literary  establishments  are  ris-' 
ing,  or  have  risen,  to  an  equality  with  our  own. 
Their  great  success  can  excite  no' unpleasant  emo- 
tions in  our  breasts,  because  it  is  merelv  the  accom- 
plishment of  purposes  which  we  have  constantly 
labored  to  promote.  We  can  only  fail  in  perform- 
ing  our  duties,  when  we  forget  that  the  services  of 
preceding  generations,  are  pledges  for  the  duties 
which  we  owe  to  posterity;  that  in  an  age  of  piiene- 
ral  improvement,  whatever  is  not  advancing,  is  at 
least  relatively  declinin..^;  that  for  a  long  time,  we 
shall  continue  to  be  a  colonizing  state,  and  that  our 
sons  who  leave  us,  can  only  accjutre  that  equal  sta- 
tion in  sciciety,  which  will  be  allotted  to  their  vir- 
tues and  int;-l!ectual  attainments. 

All  human  duties  relate  to  God,  or  to  our  fellow- 
men.  The  first  are  revealed,  and  it  is  the  right  of 
every  man  to  interpret  them  according  to  tlie  dic- 
tates of  his  own  conscience.  Education  relates  to 
our  social  duties,  which  arise  from  our  intellectual 
or  physical  capabilities;  and  that  system  is  best 
which  most  rapidly  and  most  extensively  imparts 
to  successive  generations,  the  knowledge  of  wfiat- 
ever  has  been,  or  can  be  known,  with  the  faculty 
of  performing  whatever  has  been,  or  can  be  per- 
fumed. As  we  cannot  yet  perceive  the  bounda- 
ries of  human  capacity,  we  can  only  be  certain,  that 
the  conduct  of  men  ought  to  be  sulijecl  to  no  other 
restraints,  than  such  as  are'imposed  by  religion  and 
morality,  and  that  within  thesf»''1imits,  inteliectnal 
attainments  are  the  most  valuable,  and  ought  to  be 
respected  as  the  most  inviolable,  property  we  can 
possess. 

Our  common  schools,  afterhaving  been  diffused 
throughout  the  state,  and  liberally  endowed,  on 
principles  of  entire  equality,  have  been  committed 
to  the  protection  of  the  pe(!ple  at  large.  No  du- 
ties therefore  remain  unperformed  by  the  legisla- 
ture, but  to  observe  with  vigilant  attention,  whe- 
ther the  system  which  their  wisdom  has  formed,  is 
duly  executed;  to  supply  such  deficiencies  as  time 
may  discover,  and  to  aid  such  improvements,  adapt- 
ed to  our  circumstances,  as  the  experience  of  this, 
or  any  other  country,  may  recommend  to  our  adop- 
tion. 

Without  intending  to  intimate  that  any  defects, 
either  in  the  system  or  in  the  management,  have  yet 
been  discovered,  I  cannot  deem  it  useless  to  hUg- 
gest,  that  the  efficiency  of  our  system  of  edu.ation, 
will  always  depend  upon  the  capacity  and  skill  of 
the  instructors,  who  are,  from  time  to  time,  em- 
ployed in  the  primary  school.  It  was  never  intend- 
ed, that  the  contributions  from  the  school  fund, 
should  be  a  full  substitute  for  those  which  the  dis- 


tricts may  raise,  by  taxmg  their  members.     In  eve- 
ry district,  such  instructors  only  ought  to  be  em- 
pl  jyed  as  are  capable  of  raising  the  grade  of  edu- 
cation to  such  a  point  as  the  minds  of  the  pupils 
are  generally  capable  of  sustaining.    The  difference 
between  what  is  passable,  and  what  is  excellent,  i« 
imiTiense;  while  economy  is  always  a  noble  virtue; 
parsimony  is  frequently  a  degrading  vice;  and  me- 
diocrity ought  to  command  as  little  respect  in  a. 
school,  as  in  a  college;  it  will  every  where,  and  at 
all  times,  evince  an  ascendency  of  feeble  views,  or 
a  "withholding  of  more  than  is  meet,  tending  to  po- 
verty," of  the  most  abject  nature-j  the  poverty  <if 
Inteilegt. 
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In  conformity  with  the  laws  of  nature,  which  are 
always  wise,  provision  is  made  in  our  system,  for 
instituting  schools  of  a  higher  order  than  those 
which  may  be  established  by  tlie  districts.  Tliese 
are  precious  institutions,  well  adapted  to  encourage 
still  higher  advances  in  science.  A  third  grade 
might  be  introduced,  or  perhaps  engrafted  on  some 
©four  existing  academies,  with  great  benefit  to  the 
state,  and  with  as  high  a  probability  of  profit,  as 
any  invesuient  of  capital  within  my  knowledge. 
in  such  institutions,  the  indlspensible  attentions  to 
religion  and  morality  might  be  united  with  instruc 
tion,  in  all  those  branches  of  physical  science  and 
knowledge  which  impart  to  youth,  intelligence 
vigor  and  energy,  in  all  those  concerns  of  active 
life  to  which  they  may  be  devoted.  A  college  in 
the  state  of  Vermont,  is  now  conducted  on  these 
principles,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  one  of 
the  most  useful  institutions  in  tiiis  country. 


scale  proportioned  to  our  comparative  territory  and 
population. 

But  it  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  constantly  re- 
collected, that  our  system  of  taxation  will  be  tole- 
rable only  while  the  public  expenditures  are  prin- 
cipally confined,  as  at  present,  to  those  which  are 
required  by  towns,  societies,  and  other  local  and 
subordinate  jurisdictions,  and  that  if  taxes  on  the 
general  list,  which  fall  principally  on  farmers, 
should  be  greatly  increased,  their  burdens  would 
be  rendered  unequal,  .and  a  value  of  industry  be 
discouraged  in  some  towns,  equal  to  that  of  the 
proposed  improvements.  Benefits  which  would 
be  common  to  all,  or  at  least  not  injurious  to  any 
interests,  ought  to  be  the  objects  of  our  pursuit. 

There  exists  one  subject  of  taxation,  which  I  have 
before  presented  to  your  view,  which  would  be  be- 
neficial to  every  interest,  as  a  mere  regulation  of 
police,  independent  of  its  great  financial  advan- 
tages. With  it,  a  fund  .may  be  created,  upon 
whicli  we  may  at  once  commence  a  vigorous  sys- 
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resources,  conuected  witli  notices  of  tiie  means  of 
rendering  all  discoveries  and  inventions,  botli  here 
and  elsewhere,  useful  to  ourselves  and  to  mankind. 
While  pursuing  its  silent  and  unobtrusive  career, 
it  has  conferred  a  celebrity  on  the  state  and  on  the 
college,  wliich  they  never  before  derived  from  any 
single  publication.  Neither  the  literary  labors,  nor 
even  the  publication;  have  derived  any  aid  from  Ihe 
funds  of  the  state,  or  the  college,  but  have  hitherto 
been  wholly  gratuitous  and  unrewarded.  I  most 
earnestly  recommend  tliis  .Journal  to  your  protec- 
tion, that,  after  a  proper  inquiry,  you  may  decide 
whether  any,  or  what  assistance,  is  necessary  to  in- 
sure it  against  any  hazard  of  a  decline,  and  that 
if  practicable,  its  utility  may  be  still  further  aug 
mented. 

A  laudable  zeal  for  promoting  internal  improve- 
ments,  has  been  excited  by  the  brilliant  examples 
of  neighboring  states;  and  I  have  received  intima- 
liions,  that  memorials  will  be  presented,  soliciting 
assistance  from  this  state.  I  possess  no  means  of 
forming  any  opinion  of  the  compar.ative  merits  of 
these  ajjplications,  and  entertain  no  doubt,  that 
they  will  all  receive  from  you  that  impartial  atten- 
tion, which  a  respect  to  public  sentiment  and  the 
interests  of  our  constituents  demand. 

It  is  certain,  that  all  grants  of  money  ought  to  be 
limited  by  our  resources;  that  the  people  ought  not 
to  be  subjected  to  burdensome  taxes,  and  that  the 
conservative  power  ought  to  be  exerted,  to  protect 
individuals  against  visionary  speculations  and  ex- 
pensive project.s  which  would  cause  their  impo- 
verishment. On  the  oilier  hand,  great  caution  is 
necessary  not  to  depress  the  risnig  spirit  of  the  age. 
It  will  doubtless  be  recollected,  that  wise  expendi- 
tures augment,  instead  of  diminishing  the  public 
income;  that  it  is  always  proper  to  encourage  the 
employment  of  private  wealth,  in  such  objects  of 
public  utility  as  produce  new  accumulations,  and 
that  we  ought  not  to  suil'er  the  people  to  feel  any 
relative  discouragement;  for  though  we  are  less 
epulent  than  our  neighbors,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
we  are  their  superiors  in  economy,  and  that  what- 
ever they  have  usefully  accomplished,  can  be  re- 
|»eiiteU  here*  with  at  least  ecjual  advantages,  en  a 


In  connection  with  this  suggestion,  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  observe,  that  the  Journal  of  Science,  which]  ....  - 

lias"for  some  time  been  published  at  New  Haven,  *«["  of  internal  improvement;  without  it,  or  some 
and  conducted  by  one  of  the  professors  of  Yale  col-  "/her  equivalent  auxiliary  revenue,  lam  persuaded 
lege  has  acquired  a  circulation  throughout  the  U.  I  ^'i^t  all  our  efforts  must  be  feeble  and  disunited. 
Suites,  and  has  established  an  extensive  correspon-l  An  excise  on  the  consumption  of  distilled  spirits, 
dence  in  the  most  polished  and  literary  nations  of  might  be  collected,  at  a  very  moderate  expense,  by 
Euroiie.  Its  obj.-ct  is  to  render  common  to  thisjoie  officer  m  each  county.  Whatever  duty  was 
luntrv  and  to  the  world,  a  knowledge  of  our  vast   imposed,  would  be  refunded  with  profit,  to  the  re- 

tailers,  as  it  would  wholly  fall  upon  the  consumers. 
It  ought  to  be  no  part  of  our  ambition,  to  retail 
ardent  spirits  at  low  .prices.  The  principal  con- 
sumers are  improvi-dent  men,  who  frequently  ruin 
themselves,  distress  their  famihes,  and  greatly  add 
to  the  expenses  of  towns.  It  is  morally  right,  that 
they  should  repair  the  evils  they  create,  and  it  is 
by  taxation  alone,  that  this  effect  can  be  produced. 
To  many  individuals,  who  are  not  ruined,  the  ex- 
pense is  hurtful,  and  in  the  degree  in  which  the 
consumption  of  spirits  is  innocent,  the  tax  would 
be  voluntary,  light,  and  insensibly  paid. 

Probably  distillation  is  the  art  most  injurious  to 
mankind,  which  was  ever  invented.     As  however, 
this  art  furnishes  a  market  for  grain  and  fruits, 
which  are  productions   of  our  soil;  as  it  supplies 
articles  of  commerce  to  states  and  countries  with- 
out our  jurisdiction;  as  refor.  nations  ought  to  com- 
mence at  home,  and  with  those  who  propose  them; 
as  distillalion  is  every  where   practised,  and  as  it 
would  be  worse  than  useless,  to  extend  restrictions^ 
which  would  be  injurious  to  ourselves,  without  be- 
ing beneficial  toothers;  I  submit  to  your  considera- 
tion, whether  the  distillers  and  importers  in  this 
state,  might  not  be  exempted  from  any  duty  on 
being  required  not  to  sell  ardent   spirits,  in  less 
quantities   than  a  single  barrel,  and  in  this  state, 
only  to  licensed   retailers,  and  also  to  render  ac- 
counts to  the  excise  officers,  of  the  quantities  sold, 
and  the  persons  to  whom  distributed.     Such  regu- 
lations would  facilitate  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue, and  render  the  tgx  equal  among  the  venders. 
A  well  devised  system   on  this  subject,   would  be 
every  where  supported  by  all  conscientious  men, 
and  would  furnisli  a  title  to  the  lasting  gratitude 
of  the  people. 

The  institutions  of  this  state  have  acquired  a 
high  degree  of  maturity,  and  they  rest  on  the  surest 
of  all  foundations,  the  affections  and  confidence  of 
the  people;  they  form  parts  of  a  more  extended 
system  of  administration,  the  permanency  and  or- 
der of  which,  are  essential  to  the  common  security. 
The  subjects  wliich  I  have  presented  to  your  con- 
sideration, are  of  great  importance,  and  I  am  un- 
conscious  of  any  motives,  which'  could  mislead  a 
judgment^  which  ought  to  be  impartialljr  and  e"x- 
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clusively  directed  to  the  advancement  of  the  pub- 
lic good.  Being  however  convinced,  that  all  hu- 
man views  are  fallible,  and  reposing  entire  conti- 
dence  in  your  candor  and  wisdom,  I  respectfully 
submit  them  to  your  decision.    . 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 
General  assembly^ 
May  session,  A.  D.  1822. 


CHRONICLE. 

J\'ava}.  The  report  of  the  loss  of  a  party  be- 
longing to  the  U.  S.  ship  Franklin,  is  mournfully 
true,  it  consisted  ot  seven  officers,  viz:  lieut. 
James  N.  Ferry,  Dr.  Cornehus  C.  Ue  Puy,  Midship- 
men Robert  Marshall,  John  Cremer,  Edward  Prcb- 
ly,  Robert  B.  Coffin,  and  Reuben  R.  Pmkham, 
and  three  seamen,  named  John  Smith,  1st,  Melanc- 
toii  C.  Read,  and  William  M'Daniels,  wiio  left  the 
ship  in  one  of  her  boats,  with  the  design  of  visit- 
ing Quintera,  a  small  town  sixteen  miles  to  the 
northward  of  Valparaiso,  formerly  the  residence  of 
lord  Cochrane.  On  nearing  the  shore,  tliey  unex- 
pectedly found  a  high  surf  rolling  in,  and  attempt- 
ing to  pass  through  it,  in  order  to  gain  the  usual 
landing  place,  the  boat  was  overwhelmed  by  a  tre- 
mendous surge,  svhich  capsized  her  and  threw  the 
whole  party  into  the  sea,  Mid'n  Pinkham  and  the 
lad  M'Daniels  were  the  only  persons  who  escaped 
to  relate  the  dreadful  tidings!  Messrs  Marshall  ami 
Cremer,  although  excellent  swimmers,  disappeared 
\try  soon,  and  it  is  supposed  were  carried  down 
by  one  of  the  seamen  who  was  unable  to  swim,  as 
he  was  seen  holding  Marshall  by  the  coat. 

It  appears  as  if  lieut.  Perry  migiit  have  saved 
himself,  had  he  been  less  anxious  about  the  pre- 
servation of  the  lives  of  others.  The  event  threw 
a  great  gloom  over  the  whole  crew  of  the  Frank- 
lin,  for  among  those  lost  were  some  of  the  most 
promising  young  men  belonging  to  the  navy.  Se- 
veral of  the  bodies  were  recovered  and  decently 
interred.  The  chaplain  of  the  ship,  the  rev.  Mr. 
Andrews,  delivered  an  impressive  and  appropriate 
address  on  the  occasion. 

Lieut.  Perry  was  a  brother  of  the  late  commo- 
dore, and  deserving  of  the  name.  He  was  in  the 
battle  of  Erie,  quite  a  boy,  only  12  or  13  years  old, 
and  received  a  sword  from  congress  for  his  gallan- 
try and  good  conduct. 

In  the  passage  out,  the  Franklin  lost  three  men 
by  accidents.     She  was  still  at  Valparaiso. 

The  Jilacedonian  frigate  was  at  Port  au  Prince  on 
the  18lh  of  June,  and  the  ship  Hornet  sailed  from 
thence  on  a  cruise  about  the  20th,  The  ptople  and 
government  are  well  disposed  towards  the  United 
States. 

The  report  that  a  party  of  our  seamen  were  kill 
ed  in  Cuba,  near  Cape  Antonio,  is  refuted  by  let- 
ters from  on  board  the  Grampus — which  vessel,  as 
well  as  the  Shark,  has  been  very  active  in  pursuit 
of  the  pirates,  chasing  them  sometimes  in  shoal 
water  and  small  inlets,  with  boats,  &c.  but  as  yet 
without  any  remarkable  success  as  to  the  capture 
of  men,  though  they  have  taken  several  small  ves- 
sels. "To-morrow,"  says  the  last  letter  from  the 
Grampus,  "we  are  off  for  Sagua  la  Grande,  where 
Raphaelina's  squadron  are  lying  and  frolicking 
away  their  prize  money,  said  to  amount  to  180,000 
dollars.  The  expedition  is  under  captain  Ferry,  of 
the  Shark,  and  consists  of  one  schooner  of  80  tons, 
a  prize;  one  of  20  tons,  do.;  two  launches,  two 
cutters,  one  gig,  and  a  piratical  boat;  carrying,  in 


all,  about  80  men,  well  armed  with  an  18,  12,  and  6 
pound  carronade,  and  3  one  pound  swivels,  extra 
muskets,  &c." 

Died,  recently,  at  Norwich,  Vermont,  Samuel 
White,  aged  one  hundred  years,  eight  months  and 
ten  days. 

Mount  Vernon.  Judge  Washington,  who,  it  ap- 
pears, has  been  intruded  upon  by  eating,  drinking 
and  dancing  parties,  has  prohibited  their  entry 
upon  his  grounds  at  .Mount  Vernon — but  he  says 
that  respectable  strangers  andotners,  be  tiieir  con- 
dition in  life  what  it  may,  who  have  a  curiosity  to 
visit  the  place,  shall  be  politely  attended  to  at  all 
times,  (Sundays  excepted),  as  heretofore. 

Domestic  emigration.  Many  cases  occur  of  fami« 
lies  emigrating  from  the  old  states  west,  marching 
on  foot  and  drawing  a  light  waggon  themselves,  for 
the  transportation  of  the  few  articles  necessary  to 
their  support  on  the  road.  One  of  these  vehicles 
lately  passed  through  Greenville,  Ten.  from  North 
Carolina.  The  man  in  the  shafts,  was  harnessed 
with  a  collar  and  traces — the  rest  of  the  family, 
according  to  their  strength,  pulled  with  ropes  con- 
veniently fixed  to  the  carriage.  There  is  imtmc' 
tion  in  this  incident — it  is  an  evidence  of  the  pro- 
gress of  things;  but  its  monition  is  of  a  melancholy 
character. 

T)  ial  ofJ\'''ed.  A  negro  fellow  so  named,  was  tried 
and  condemned  at  Norfolk  on  the  19th  inst.  for 
the  crime  of  committing  a  rape  on  the  person  of 
a  respectable  white  woman.  He  was  found  guilty, 
and  the  decision  of  the  court  was  received  with  a 
burst  of  applause! 

Haipbenies.  Twenty  thousand  four  hundred  and 
forty-five  baskets  of  raspberries  are  certified  by  the 
deputy  clerk  of  the  market,  Mr.  E.  Frost,  to  have 
been  sold  in  Fulton  market.  New- York,  in  one  day 

J^'e-.u- Hampshire  salaries.  Governor  §1,200,  trea- 
surer 600;  counsellors,  senators  and  representatives 
§2  per  dieiD;  secretary  of  state  500,  attorney  ge- 
neral 800. 

South  Carolina.  Six  negro  men,  one  of  them 
free,  and  the  rest  slaves,  were  executed  at  Charles- 
ton on  the  2nd  inst.  pursuant  to  a  sentence  of  death 
passed  on  them  three  or  four  days  before,  for  be- 
ing engaged  in  an  attempt  to  raise  an  insurrection 
of  the  blacks.  The  design  appears  to  have  been 
a  pretty  formidable  one.  Three  of  them  were 
slaves  of  the  governor  of  the  state,  and  one  of  these 
was  to  have  had  his  daughter,  a  beautiful  young 
lady,  as  part  of  his  share  of  the  spoils,  on  the  de- 
struction of  her  father  and  the  whites.  The  plot 
was  discovered  three  days  before  the  time  appoint- 
ed for  its  accomplishment. 

Richmond,  .Tune  26.     Several  thousand  bushels  of 
new  wheat  have  been  brought  to  this  city  and  sold 
at  SI  33. 

Savannah,  July  1.  Case  of  the  .Apollo. — The 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  decree  of  the  dis- 
trict judge  have  awarded  to  Emelius  Bringeon,  of 
Havre,  owner  of  the  French  ship  Apollo,  Edou, 
master,  §25,000.  The  Apollo  was  seized  by  the 
collector  of  St.  .Mary's,  in  Sept.  1820,  for  an  alleg- 
ed  violation  of  the  act  imposing  a  duty  of  §18, 
per  ton  on  French  vessels,  passed  the  15th  May, 
1820,  and  that  a  decree  was  passed,  pro  forma,  in 
the  March  following,  in  the  admiralty  court,  Geor- 
gia district,  awarding  restitution  of  vessel  and  car- 
go, leaving  the  question  of  costs  and  damagesopen 
to  adjudication.  The  above  is  the  result. —  Geo;- 
gian. 


I 


PRIKTBli   BT  WILLIAM  08BBH  FILES,  AT  THB  FIlAyKtTW  PHES--,    W ATKB-STpEBT,  lAST  OT    SOrTH-STIlT.KS 


I^ILES'  WEEKLY  MECilSTEK. 


N«w  SERIES,  No.  21— Vol.  X.]     BALTIMOUE,  JULY  20, 1822.     [No.  21— Vol. XXII.  Whole No.56r 


THE  PAST— THE   PHESEST-FOtt  THE   FUTUllB. 


EDITED   ASD   PUBLISlIKIl    IS  V    H.   M  LES,   AT   $5   PER   ANSUM,   I'^YAllLE    IS    ADVANCE. 


Mn.  ADA3fs'  HEJOiNDER.     When,  from  the  nature       Rapid  prixtixg.     A  ne^v  novel  called  the  "For- 


of  things  and  in  pursuance  of  the  chief  design  ot 
this  work,  we  feel  obligated  to  publish  long  arti- 
cles, it  is  always  an  object  to  give  them  a  prompt 
insertion  tliat  they  may  serve  some  of  our  readers 
as  ueTvs  as  well  as  for  purposes  of  rt-ference  On 
this  principle,  we  have  broken  up  the  whole  ar- 
rangement of  this  Week's  paper,  to  make  room  for 
Mr.  Adam's  rejoinder  to  Mr.  RussoU's  reply,  which. 
■\ve  have  no  doubt,  will  be  eagerly  read.  One  of 
my  neighbors  has  said  that  it  is  annihilatory. 

Among  tiie  articles  thrown  out,  is  our  cal  ula 
tions  and  remarks  on  the  progress  and  location  of 
the  population  of  the  United  States — an  essay  of 
much  labor  and  considerable  length,  making  about 
five  pages.  It  is  m  type  and  will  appear  in  the  next 
IIegistek. 


tunes  of.Nigcl,"  by  tlie  author  of  W;iveriy,  &c.  con- 
taining upwards  of  five  hundred  pages  duodecimo, 
was  put  into  the  hands  of  workmen  on  Tiiursday 
morning,  at  Sew  York,  and  by  8  o'clock,  on  the 
morning  of  the  Saturday  following,  printed,  done 
up  and  tor  sale  in  the  different  book  stores. 


Mantel  Tonnrs,  esq.  v,-ho-wa>=  recently  received 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  as  minister 
from  the  republic  of  Colombia,  died  at  llamilton- 
ville,  adjoining  Philadelphia,  on  Monday  last,  in 
the  58th  year  of  his  age.  All  who  had  the  plea- 
sure of  an  acquaintance  wi;!i  this  excellent  nan 
while  living,  will  lament  him  dead.  He  was  a  pro 
found    pliilosnpher  and  an    inflexible   republican. 


The  Nile.  A  letter  from  an  American  gen- 
tleman, (altaclied  to  the  army  of  I.-^hmael  Pa-.ha, 
who  has  conquered  the  countries  on  the  Upper 
Nile),  addressed  to  his  father,  in  Boston,  says— «»I 
have  had  the  honor  of  having  contributed  to  the 
success  -f  a  most  extraordmary  espfflition,  which 
has  been  singularly  successful,  and  of  bein:^'-  the 
first  civil'zed  man  tliat  was  ever  on  the  banks  of 
the  Gr-at  Behir  el  Abiad,  ■wlUch  ivehave  asceruUncil 
to  be  Che  main  branch  of  the  J^'i/e,  and  probably  the 
J^''iger.  The  singularity  of  this  having  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  a  native  of  the  new  world,  attaches,  in  the 
opinion  of  Europeans,  no  little  honor  to  myself, 
and  I  hope  will  bring  some  to  my  couniry." 


Specie  has  been  passing  from  city  to  city,  to  an;l 
fro,  for  some  time  past,  with  unprecedented  activi- 
ty.    We  come  to   the  conclusion  that  things  are 


We  shall,  hereafter,  insert  a  more  particular  notice' ^«"''"^  ^'°^''"'  '^^^'^  ^  consider.able  cessation  of  its 


of  our  departed  friend. 


Wah.  The  editor  of  the  "Intelligencer,"  pub- 
lished at  Vandalia,  in  Illinois,  speaking  of  the  ru- 
mors of  war  between  Russia  and  Turkey,  says-- 


transport,  though  a  good  deal  is  yet  sent  from  one 
place  to  another,  and  then  brought  back  again — for 
the  encouragement  of  steam  boat  and  stage  owners. 


A>iEnicAS  cutleht.     We  have  now  before  us 

,,,      .  ^  1      •.       »•..•  u  ui    ♦k     tliree  pocket  or  pen  knives,  made  at  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

War  IS  a  great  moral  evil,  yet  it  is  probably  the  ^nd  commonly  sold  in  the  shops  of  that  city  and  its 

neighborhood — a  4  bladed  knife,  at  150  cents,  a 
2  bladed  knife,  at  62^  c.-nts,  and  one  with  a  single 
blade,  at  12^  cents.  Tliese  are  the  retail  prices, 
and  as  low  as  knives  of  like  quality  can  be  fairly  im- 
ported and  sold  at.   This  is  »vhat  we  did  not  exnect. 


fact  that  our  community  look  upon  the  approach 
ingdiniculiies  in  F.urope  without  regret.  We  pro- 
fii  by  the  mad  ambition  of  princes  r.iid  kings,  and 
from  our  situation  reap  all  the  benefits  of  a  foreign 
war.  In  this  section  of  the  country,  we  need  some- 
thing to  give  life  to  business,  and  a  price  to  our 
produce.  P'lghteen  cents  for  corn,  and  two  dollars 
for  pork,  is  but  a  poor  reward  to  the  industrious 
farmer,  when  it  is  talicn  into  consideration,  that 
for  every  article  he  consumes  in  Ins  family,  he  pays 
some  2  or  oOO  per  cent,  higher  prices  than  tlfe 
same  can  be  purchased  for  on  the  sea  bonrd.  This, 
however,  is  only  a  lesson  to  teach  us  to  rely  upon 
cur  own  resources,  to  manufacture  our  hemp  and 
cotton  into  fabrics,  which  the  pressure  of  the  times 
will  compel  us  ultimately  to  u*e,  and,  when  gene- 
rally adopted,  will  answer  all  the  purposes  of 
pride  and  comfort." 

dj^'The  fact  is  really  so,  and  the  conclusion  a  good 
one.     Many  very  pious  persons  truly  wish  a  war 
in  Europe,  that  will  involve  the  whole  contini'iir 
dear  charitable  souls,  that  they  may  make  a  little 
paltry  profit  out  of  the  blood  of  tlieir  fellow  men. 
This  is  the  morality  of  trade — the  prop  of  our  re 
venue  system,  which  depends  on  the  disasters  of 
other  nations.     But  the  lesson  alluded  to  is  a  good 
one,  and  we   trust  will  be  attended   to — we  ven- 
ture to  assure  the  editor  of  the  '■  Intelligeii  :er,"  tha^ 
the  establishment  of  some  mannfuctory  at  \'anua 
Jia   that  would  emplov   only   100  persons,  will  do 
more  benefit  to  that  place  and  its  i  eighboihood,  in 
the  way  of  furnishing  a  market,  thui  tiie  slaughter 
cf  5()0,b00  Turks  by' the  Kusshm  'ide^vereT." 

vor.  xxrr-. — ?r, 


We  have  seen  knives  of  Pittsburg  manufacture  that 
cost  §5;  which,  in  every  apparent  quality,  rivalled 
the  best  products  of  Sheffield,  at  a  similar  amount 
of  price;  and  excellent  razors  are  also  made  at  the 
same  plttce.  These  things  are  furnished  by  rtgu. 
lar  manufacturers  We  .ilso  observe  extensive  esta- 
blishments at  New  York,  wherein  taylor's  shears, 
scissors,  pen  knives  and  razors  are  made,  and  tiar. 
runted  to  be  of  the  best  quality.  One  <f  the  great 
advantages  of  home  l.^anufacture9  is  the  direct  re- 
*yio;/5iAiij.'!/of  thcTiarnifacturerto  the  public — wii'ich 
is  just  as  wiiolosfiine,  in  itself,  in  a  maker  of  raz  rs, 
as  in  a  maker  of  tri:aties  with  foreign  nations,  or  of 
contracts  that  involve  millions  of  the  people's  mo- 
ney. 

;  Employment.  A  letter  from  one  of  our  naval 
stations  infortis.  that  the  carpenter,  blacksmith,  &c. 
having  nothing  to  do  on  pnb'ic  accoiml,  have  been 
f  ery  considt-rately  put  to  work  by  the  commandinij 
officer  to  build  an  addition  to  his  nvn  house.  .Vs 
these  p.  rsons  are  p.iid  by  the  United  State?,  it  13 
surely  right  that  tliey  should  have  something  to  do; 
but  we  most  sincciely  wish,  as  we  have  several 
times  expressed  ourselves,  that  a  wholesome  pur- 
g.^tion  may  be  made  in  this  popular  arn  of  the  na- 
tionU  defence  to  presf  rve  its  efficiency  — which,  if 
once  lost,  is  Irard  to  be  refjfliued.  The  time)!  demand 
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fCOTK.my — but  we  are  not  friendly  to  parsimony.^ 
T.et  the  good,  in  all  our  institutions,  be  preserved, 
but  the  bad  be  lopped  off,  that  the  good  may  not 
Suffer. 

Quantum  sufftctt.  The  friench  of  two  per- 
sons  kept  the  press  a  going  for  nearly  six  months 
about  their  terrible  design  of  killing  one  another; 
and,  at  last,  they  met  and  each  discharged  a  pistol: 
one  man's  ball  entered  the  earth  and  that  of  the 
other  entered  his  opponent's  back,  from  whence  it 
was  taken  out  without  much  injury.  Again  the 
papers  are  stuffed  with  details  of  the  fight,  insinua- 
tions  and  recriminations;  and  these  wicked  things 
are  circulated  from  Georgia  to  Maine.  li  is  an  out 
rage  on  common  decency.  Nine-tenths  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  wished  that  both  of  these 
persons  should  have  been  disgraced  or  killed  on 
the  spot — from  the  abominable  splutter  that  was 
made  about  their  "affair,"  and  without  enmity  to 
either— but,  for  the  sake  of  the  example,  which 
they  or  their  friends — "good  natiired  friends,"  have 
set  before  the  people.  We  hope  that  our  ''brothers 
of  the  type''  will  Suffer  these,  and  all  others  so 
disposed,  to  shoot  at  one  another— just  when  they 
please.  The  sooner  we  are  rid  of  such  logicians 
the  better:  and  if  they  choose  to  reason  in  this  way, 
why  should  the  public  repose  be  disturbed  by  it? 
The  sun  will  rise  and  set  just  the  same  if  all  such 
are  sacrificed  to  their  own  god,  Moloch.  "Let 
them  manage  their  own  affairs  in  tlieir  own  way." 

Vt'e  ooserve  that  those  persons  were  frequently 
toasted,  or  rather  roasted,  at  the  late  anniversary. 
We  have  ten  or  twelve  of  the  sentiments  expressed 
on  that  occasion  before  us.  The  following  are 
two  of  them — the  names  of  the  parties  are  given, 
which  we  have  suppressed. 

Drank  at  Harper's  Ferry.  "More  powder  to  du- 
clisls,  and  less  "comfort"  four  hours  after  receiving 
their  antagonist's  ball." 

Jit  Washington,  Penn,  "No  political  evil  can  arise 
from  allowing  bullies,  rakes  and  sharpers  to  rid  the 
world  of  each  other,  where  the  law  has  been  una- 
ble to  devise  an  expedient." 

Others,  less  severe,  are  of  quite  a  merry  charac- 
fer—turaing  the  whole  thing  into  iKdicule. 

Toasts.  The  "man  of  Orleans"  has  been  re- 
membered ill  the  flowing  cup,  on  the  late  anni- 
versary. The  name  of  Jackson  is  as  imperishable 
as  the  history  of  his  country.  It  gives  precedence 
only  to  such  of  those  as  gave  impulse  and  power 
to  the  «  ball  of  revolution,"  when  independence  is 
commemorated. 

La  Fatette — the  illustrious,  true  to  the  princi. 
pies  for  which  he  drew  his  sword  in  his  youth,  is 
now  the  only  surviving  general  that  fought  for  the 
liberties  of  the  United  States.  It  must  be  a  melan- 
choly, yet  a  proud  thought,  to  this  revered  foreign- 
er—  who  is  one  of  "nature's  noblt  men."  The  fact 
?s  brought  to  memory  by  the  following  toast  drank 
at  Savannah — "The  sole  surviving  general  7ohofuu^ht 
-jiilh  fVashiiigton  and  Greene! — When  the  brave  La 
yayette  shall  die,  his  epitaph  shall  be  found  in  tlie 
pages  of  our  history,  and  his  mausoleum  in  the 
bearts  of  Americans." 

Mr.  RANDOLpn,  in  England,  appears  to  lose  no 
suitable  opportunity  of  making  a  speech.  In  a 
sketch  of  wliat  took  place  at  a  meeting  of  the  Afri- 
can institution  (see  page  325),  we  heard  from  him; 
and  since  that  we  notice  he  was  at  a  meeting  of  the 
^'Britisli  and  Foreign  S%JiWil  Society,"  jit  lionijon, 


on  the  16'i.h  of  May,  about  which  the  "Times"  ob, 
serves — 

"Mr.  Randolph  (of  the  American  congress),  pro- 
posed a  vote  of  thanks  to  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  and  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  vice 
patrons  of  the  soci(ity.  He  dwelt  upon  the  honors 
and  virtues  of  the  liouse  of  Russell,  and  of  the 
other  names  which  were  the  objects  of  his  resolu- 
tion, among  which  were  those  of  the  nobleman 
who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Cailiolics  of  Ireland,  and 
the  venerable  bishop  of  Norwich." 

ConuETT.  We  have  noticed  the  writings  of 
this  queer  man  in  our  last.  Under  ilate  of  the  29th 
of  May,  he  says— "The  crops,  of  all  kinds,  promise 
to  be  good.  l''rosts  and  blights  may  come  to  the 
aid  of  the  over-production  men,  to  be  sure;  but,  at 
present  there  is  every  appearance  of  a  tremendous- 
produce;  of  a  most  aivful  visitation  of  abundance^ 
What  are  to  be  the  consequences,  God  only  knows! 
But,  amongst  them  will  be,  in  all  Ukelihood,  good 
wheat  at  four  shillings  a  bushel;  and  that  will  do 
pretty  nearly  all  that  I  am  anxious  to  see  done.  I 
think  there  can  be  no  positive  danger  in  praying 
for  a  good  crop  and  fine  harvest.  One  will  hardly 
get  into  jail  for  that.  At  any  rate,  pray  for  them 
I  do,  and  pray  for  tliem  I  will;  and,  as  the  prayers  of 
the  rigliteous  availeth  much,  1  call  on  all  the  radi- 
cals to  join  me." 

Q^There  is  a  great  deal  of  meaning  in  what 
Cobbett  calls  "a  most  awful  visitalion  of  abun- 
dance," for,  indeed,  there  is  nothing  so  injurious 
to  the  "borough-mongers,"  the  great  landholders 
and  the  government  also,  as  an  abundant  crop.— 
With  wheat  at  4s.  per  bushel,  no  matter  if  the  crop 
is  exceedingly  large,  the  taxes,  poor  rates  and 
tythes  cannot  be  paid.  A  certain  money-amount 
rests  on  them,  and  one  bushel  of  wheat  at  10s.  will 
do  as  much  toward  their  payment,  as  two  and  ojj 
half  bushels  at  4s.  and  all  the  products  of  the  far- 
mer are  in  the  same  proportion.  Hence  it  is  that 
tlie  English  people  pay  an  average  of  twice  as 
much  for  bread  stuffs  as  they  might  receive  them 
at  from  foreign  countries,  through  tlie  operation  of 
the  corn  laws.  For  years  past,  an  abundant  harvest 
has  always  filled  the  English  jails  with  industrious 
farmers. 

SoMETHi  tfo  oi>n.  Extract  of  a  letter  to  the  edi- 
tor from  a  gentleman  in  the  south.  "Mr.  R.  an 
old  rcvolutioner,  who  often  calls  on  me  to  have  the 
REsisTEa  read  to  him,  has  observed  some  of  your 
remarks  about  the  tories,  and  requested  me  to  tell 
you  that  lie  is  acquainted  with  about  sixty  of  that 
race  of  people  and  their  immediate  descendants, 
who  are  all  afflicted  with  sore  legs — he  believes 
this  is  a  judgment,  the  mark  of  Cain  upon  them, 
"his  majesty's"  coat  of  arms:  and  wishes  to  know 
whether  the  old  tories  in  your  part  of  the  country 
are  thus  conditioned." 

In  reply,  we  have  only  to  say  that  we  have  not 
noticed  or  before  heard  of  this  mark  on  the  shins 
of  those  who  opposed  the  independence  of  their 
country — and  indeed,  in  this  "sera  of  good  feel- 
ings," it  might  be  considered  as  rather  out-of-the- 
way  to  think  of  such  a  thing— but  "old  revolution- 
er.s"have  the  right  to  do  so,  if  they  please,  though 
Mr.  fFalsh  m.ay  believe  it  rude  to  make  any  dis- 
tinction between  a  republican  and  monarchist — 
and  Hall,  of  the  "Port  Folio,"  will  support  it  that 
no  other  than  a  person  of  the  latter  character,  can 
be  a  respectable  man — as  ITall  himself  is,  and  a  veri' 
table  one,  like-wise.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  believe 
tlis^t  repubUcftnism  means  sonjething,  Rnd  the  "blues' 
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lig:lUs"  were  not  iionesl  lights.  It  is  true,  such  no- 
tions are  unfas/uonaOtc  yiat.  now — but  I  am  too  old 
to  learn  to  love  a  traitor  to  liberty  or  an  unjust 
man,  at  home  of  abroad. 

BTATISTICaL    lUTICLES. 

Trade  of  Greut  Britain.  An  otticial  retufn  to  an 
order  of  the  house  of  conrimons,  states  the  grand 
total  of  '.he  official  value  of  imports  into  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the  year  ending  5lh  Janua- 
ty: — 

1819        ..        ,      .£40,135,952     2    0 

1«2'J         .         .         33,625,740  17     6 

ia21         ,         .         36,514.564  11     6 

1822         .         .        35,838,038  18     1 

Grand  total  of  the  official  value  of  exports  of  Brit 

ish  and  Irish  produce  and  manufactures  in  the 

year  ending  hflh  January: 

1819  .         .      ^44,570,653     2    2 

1820  .         .         35,657,029    0     1 

1821  .         .         40,240,277  10     2 

1822  .         ;         43,111,474  15     8 


E'orei'jn  and  colonial  merchandise  exported  in  the 
year  ending  5th  January: 

1819  .         .      d£l2,287,274  15    0 

1820  ^.  -  11,278,076  17  6 
1S21  .  .  11,490,339  8  8 
1822         .         .         12,039,930  15     2 

Total  exports  for  the  year  ending  5th  .January: 

1819  .         .      .i-56,857,927  17    2 

1820  .         .        45,935.105  17     7 

1821  .         .         51,730,616  18  10 

1822  .         .         55,151.414  10  10 
Tt  appears  from  the  above  statement,  that  the  to- 

i'A  expoits  of  last  year  exceeded  the  amount  in  the 
preceding  year  to  the  extent  of  nearly  three  mil- 
lions and  a  half;  but  that  there  is  a  decrease  in 
the  imports  of  upwards  of  half  a  million. 

.Briu.ih  finances.  It  appears  from  an  abstract  in 
a  Londoii  paper  now  before  us,  that  the  total 
amount  of  the  national  debt  of  England  and  Ire- 
^an<l  was,  on  the  5th  of  Jan.  last,  866,629.576/.; 
the  amount  of  debt  contracted  in  the  year  ending 
at  the  above  date,  17,353,387/.;  ti,e  amount  of  debt 
vedeemed,  23,605,93 lZ.~total  unredeemed  debt, 
•795,312,767/.;  total  unfunded  debt,  41,477,789/.; 
total  unredeemed  and  unfunded  debt,  836,790,557/. 
Jf  it  be  true  that  "a  national  debt  is  a  national 
bles.^inp,"  England  is  the  most  favored  nation  upon 
the  globe — fov  lier  blessings  are  constantly  multi 
plying.  Let  the  United  Slates  take  warning,  and 
beware  of  treading  in  the  same  path. 

Freuth  fnancc.    From  an  official  statement  of 
t1ie  results  of  the  French  budget  for  1822,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  surplus  of  the  receipts  over  the  ex 
penses  is  13,982,006  francs.     The  amount  of  the 
national  debt,  cousisling  of  5  per  cent,  consols,  on 
the  1st  of  Jan.   1822,  and  including  3,701,000  of 
^rentes  to  be  inscribed  in  the  course  of  the  present 
y«ar,  is  li;0,364,000  fr.     'Hie  sum  appropriated  to 
the  sinking  fund  is  40,000,000  of  frani.s  a  year    The 
fund  besidfs  i)ossessed  on  the  1st  of  January  last, 
23,047,000  francs  of  reaies,  which  mnkes  the  sum 
iv  be  employed  this  year,  in  purchasing  5  per  cent. 
consols,  63, (,147,000  irancs,  independently  of  the 
woods  consigned  to  this  fund,  and  the  arrears  of 
rentes,  redeemed  since  the  1st  of  Jan.  1822.     The 
entire  amount  redeemed  in  rentes  up  to  the  1st 
of  April,  in  the  present  year,  is  25,358,000  francs,  i 
This  statement  also  exhibits  a  comparison  of  the  i 
budgets  for  the  years  1817  to  1322.     In  the  year 
1817,  there  existed  a  deficit  of  349,e00,000  francs 
ibr  which  30,000,000  francs  oV  rentes  were  created. ' 
In  1818  Che  defteit  was  392^9>(»«<l  fr»n«s,  »n*  *iei««ca 


creation  of  rentes  16,000,000.  After  tiMS  >  ar, 
France,  having  shaken  off  the  burthen  of  the  foreign 
armies,  began  to  exhibit  a  balance  on  ;he  favorable 
side  of  the  account.  The  surplus  of  the  receipt 
above  the  expenditure  of  1819,  was  4,458,000 
frar.cs;  ind  tiie  legislature, confiding  in  the  increase 
of  this  surplus,  ventured  immediately  to  reduce 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  15,000,000  frames  In  1820, 
ihe  surplus  was  25,000,000  francs.  In  1821,  tne 
surplus  was  20,000  OOO  francs,  followed  by  a  further 
reduction  of  taxes  to  the  amount  of  17,000,000  fr. 
For  1822,  the  excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure 
is  estimated  at  13,982,000  francs,  und  34,000.000 
francs  have  been  remitted  in  taxt-s.  [If  a  national 
debt  is  a  national  blessing,  France  is  in  a  fair  way 
to  be  deprived  of  it.] 

Depahtmknt  op  state,  IVashinffton,  ISth  July, 
1322.  The  following  is  a  copy*  and  translation  oF 
the  decision  of  his  imperial  majesty  ttie  emperor 
of  all  the  Russias,  upon  the  question  submitted  to 
him  by  the  governments  of  the  United  States  and 
of  Great  Hritain,  by  virtue  of  the  convention  of  the 
20th  October,  1818,  of  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  that  part  of  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  by  which  it  was  stipulated  that  "all  territo- 
ry, places,  and  possessions,  whaLsoever,  taken  by 
either  party  from  the  other,  during  the  war,  or 
which  might  be  taken  aft«;r  the  signing  of  the  said 
treaty,  excepting  only  the  islands  thereinafter  men- 
tioned, should  be  restored  without  delay,  and  witb- 
ont  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying  away  any 
of  the  artillery,  or  other  public  property  originally 
captured  in  said  forts  or  places,  which  should  re- 
main therein  upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratificatiomr 
of  the  said  treaty,  or  any  slaves'ior  other  private  prit' 
perty." 

TnANSLATIOX. 

The  emperor  is  of  opinion,  "that  the  United? 
States  of  America  are  entitled  to  a  just  indeninifi« 
cation  from  Great  Britain  for  all  private  property 
carried  away  by  the  British  forces;  and  as  the 
question  regards  slaves  more  especially,  for  all  sucli 
slaves  as  were  carried  away  by  the  British  forces 
from  the  places  and  territories  of  which  the  resti- 
tution was  stipulated  by  the  treaty,  in  quitting  the 
said  places  and  territories." 

•'That  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  consider, 
as  having  been  so  carried  away,  all  such  slaves  iK 
may  have  been  transported,  from  the  above  men- 
tioned territories  on  board  of  the  British  vessels 
within  the  waters  of  the  said  territories,  and  wh(^ 
for  this  reason  have  not  been  restored." 

♦•But  if  there  should  beany  American  slaves  who 
were  carried  away  from  territories  of  which  the 
1st  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  has  not  stipulated 
the  restitution  to  the  United  States,  the  states  are 
not  to  claim  an  indemnification  for  the  said  slaves.^ 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  is  merely  the  deci- 
sion of  his  imperial  majesty,  upon  the  question 
submitted  to  him. 

With  regard  to  the  measures,  and  arrangements 
between  the  parties  to  the  submission  for  carrying" 
it  into  execution,  notice  of  them  will  be  given,  for 
the  information  of  all  persons  interested  therein, 
as  soon  as  they  shall  be  known. 

FonEiow  XKWs.  By  several  arrivals  at  New  York, 
Londwn  papers  of  the  6lh  of  June  have  been  re- 
ceived.    Abstracts  and  extracts  follow. 

Great  BHtuin  and  Irclaiitl.     The  navigation  bill 


^\Ve  have  n«t  tlksught  it  Qiiee«>ary  to  insert  the 
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has  passed  the  house  ot"  commons.  Mr.  Cannirg 
goes  out  to  India  as  governor  general,  in  the  Jupi 
ter  of  5U  i,^uns.  It  is  staled  that  Mr.  Baring,  the 
hanker,  and  Lis  wife,  were  seized  by  a  band  of  rob- 
bers between  Rome  and  Naples,  and  compelled  to 
purchase  their  lives  with  a  "ransom  of  millions." — 
Carlisle's  sho|'man,  who  refused  to  give  up  his 
name,  has  been  tried  and  conricietl  oi'  vl  libel  under 
the  appellation  of  <<ii  man  whose  n^me  is  unknown." 
Hunt's  period  of  imprisonment  has  expired,  and  he 
was  liberated.  The  Superb  74,  hasarnved  at  Ports- 
mouth, fro;r,  Lima,  &c.  with  2  millions  of  dollars 
for  merchants.  The  West  India  and  American 
trade  bill  was  yet  undecided. 

Stocks — American  3  per  cents  69;  fives  95  to  96; 
new  sixes,  95  to  101.  British  3  per  cents  78^-^. 
Colombian  bonds  100^.  Danish  5  per  cents  8b. — 
The  Russian  loan,  which  had  been  contracted 
for  at  77,  soon  raised  to  81. 

In  Ireland  the  amount  of  distress  was  daily  aug- 
menting, though  great  efforts  are  making  to  relieve 
it  The  stock  is  exhausted;  and,  when  the  whole 
supply  is  to  be  obtained,  the  total  exceeds  what 
any  one  would  expect  The  bark  of  irees,  weeds 
and  grass,  are  eaten  in  the  hope  of  getting  nourish- 
ment  fron  them!  The  accounts  are  terrible — a 
dreadful  fever  prevails;  and  the  new  crop  of  pota- 
toes cannct  be  expected  for  three  months.  It  will 
be  ihurt,  tor  much  of  the  seed  has  been  raised  for 
present  subsistence!  Many  have  been  drownc;!  by 
the  inHux  of  the  tide,  when  seeking  for  shell  fish, 
or  gathering  sea-weeds.  In  some  instances,  when 
oat  meal  is  distributed,  the  people  commence  eat- 
ing iv  raw,  the  moment  that  it  is  delivered  to  them. 

France.  Tlie  liberates  have  obtained  an  acces- 
sion o!  strength  in  the  chamber  of  deputies,  by  the 
late  elections. 

The  finances  of  Frnnce  are  most  fionvlshing;  not- 
withstanding a  reduction  of  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
51  millions,  the  revenue  of  1822  will  yield  a  sur- 
plus of  13,932,006  franks.  The  amount  of  the  na- 
tional  debt  is  180,364,000— of  which  40  millions 
will  be  redeeiied  in  the  present  year.  It  is  thus 
that  France,  depending  on  ttie  industry  of  her  own 
people  and  supporting  it,  though  twice  overrun 
and  despoded  by  foreigners,  recovers  herself  and 
proceeds  to  victory  over  that  «'foul  fiend,"  a  public 
dcbi. 

A  great  many  revolutionary  dislurbances  have 
taken  place,  but  the  French  press  dares  not  to 
upeak  of  them.  At  Ljons,  the  cry  was,  "down 
■with  the  BuurLons"  &.C.  The  military  were  or- 
dered to  fire  on  the  people,  and  the  people  resisted 
them.  Some  persons, were  killed.  Tranquility 
.was  not  r:iStored  at  the  last  accounts.  Pitchers 
sind  flower  pots,  &.c.  were  thrown  from  the  windows 
of  tiie  houses.  E\en  the  life  of  the  prefect  was  at- 
te"!ptcd. 

The  law  students,  having  resolved  to  commemo- 
rate the  anniversary  of  the  death  of  the  3  ounger 
I  allemand,  at  his  tomb,  were  opposed  by  the  milita- 
ry— and  several  persons  severely  injured.  "7'Ae 
charter  forever!'^  was  heard.  Tiie  affair  cicited 
much  attention,  but  order  had  been  restored. 

The  king  opened  the  session  of  the  chambers  on 
the  4th  of  June  with  the  following  speecli — "Gen 
tlemeii —  >"he  necessity  which  has  long  been  4elt  of 
liberating  the  financial  administration  from  those 
pr(;visiot\al  measures  to  which  it  has  been  necessa 
ry  liicherto  to  recur,  has  deter.Tiined  me,  this  year 
to  inticipate  the  period  of  calling  you  together. — 
In  xactir.gfrom  you  this  new  sacrifice,  1  rely  upon 
yoir  zeal,  and  upon  that  devotion  of  which  you 
have  given  me  so  many  proofs, 


"Providence  has  preserved  the  infant  which  it 
has  given  to  us,  and  it  is  a  pleasing  thought  to  ima- 
gine that  he  is  destined  to  repair  the  losses  and  the 
misfortunes  which  have  befallen  my  family  and  my 
people. 

"1  have  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  you,  that 
my  relations  with  foreign  powers  continue  to  be  of 
the  most  amicable  description.  A  perfect  unan- 
imity  has  influenced  the  efforts,  concerted  between 
my  allies  and  myself,  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities 
which  oppress  the  east,  and  which  afHict  humanit}'. 
I  cherish  tii.e  hope  of  seeing  tranquility  restored  in 
those  countries,  without  the  occurrence  of  a  new 
war  to  aggravate  tlieir  miseries. 

'•The  naval  force  which  I  maintain  in  the  Levant 
has  accomplished  its  destination,  by  protecting  my 
subjects,  and  by  aliording  aid  to  the  unfortunate, 
whose  gratitude  has  been  the  reward  of  our  solici- 
tude 

"I  have  adopted  precautions  which  have  kept 
from  our  frontiers  the  contagion  which  has  ravaged 
ap.irt  of  Spain.  The  present  season  does  not  per- 
mit that  we  should  relax  these  precautions,  and  I 
shall  therefore  continue  them  as  long  as  the  safety 
of  the  country  may  require  it.  Malevolence  alone 
can  discover  in  these  measures  a  motive  foreign  to 
my  real  intentions. 

"Rash  enterprises  have  disturbed  in  som.e  parts 
of  the  kingdom  public  tranquillity;  but  they  have 
only  served  to  display  more  signally,  the  zeal  of  the 
magistrates  and  the  fidelity  of  the  troops.  If  a 
small  number  of  individuals  who  are  the  enemies 
of  order,  view,  with  despair,  our  institutions  con- 
solidatetl  and  rendering  a  new  support  to  the 
throne,  my  people  abhor  their  criminal  designs.  I 
shall  take  care  that  violence  does  not  deprive  them 
of  the  privileges  they  enjoy. 

"Positive  calamities,  though  exaggerated  by 
fear,  have  recently  desolated  the  departments  con- 
tiguous to  the  capit.'.l.  Tiie  aid  of  public  and  pri- 
vate benevolence  has,  however,  mitigated  them. — 
Tlie  activity  of  the  inhabitants  shortened  the  dura- 
tion of  tiiese  disasters;  authority  seconded  their 
zeal;  justice  will  punisli  the  guilty. 

"The  exact  state  of  the  debt  arrieree  is  at  length 
ascertained,  and  will  be  submitted  to  you.  This 
debt,  w!io.-'e  origin  is  in  times  happily  far  remov- 
ed from  us,  and  whose  liquidation  has  developed  its 
full  extent,  will  retard,  for  the  present  year,  in  spite 
of  my  most  deep  regret,  a  part  of  those  ameliora- 
tions of  which  the  various  branches  of  the  public 
revenue  will  be  susceptible. 

'•The  advantages  we  have  already  obtained, 
should  encourage  us  to  persevere  for  tlieir  main- 
tenance and  increase.  I  rely  upon  your  aid  to  se- 
cure, in  our  beautiful  conntr)',  that  prosperity 
which  providence  designs  for  us;  this  is  the  wishcf 
my  heart;  the  incessant  object  of  my  thoughts;  it  is 
t!ie  consoling  idea  which  alleviates  the  recollection 
of  my  pains,  and  which  embelhshes  the  anticipations 
of  the  future." 

Spain.  Nothing  important  has  recently  happen- 
ed m  thiskingdom — which  is  still  subject  to  some 
political  agitations.  The  hymn  of  Riego  has  been 
declared  a  national  hymn.  Some  measures  were 
in  progress  to  re-es-  ablish  a  respectable  naval  force, 
though  not  a  very  powerful  one. 

It  is  fully  expected  that  Algiers  will  declare  war 
against  Spain— the  tribute  not  having  been  paid 
as  required  by  the  dcy, 

Turkey.  The  barbarians,  under  the  captain  pa- 
cha  with  his  fleet,  have  repossessed, themselves  of 
the  fine  island  of  Scio,  which  lately  revolted.  They 
had  pillaged  the  city,  destroyed  what  they  were 
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not  pi;-asi-i!  tore!;u:n,  aiiclfii,iiii_v  st.l  :t  on  fire,  which 
appeal's  to  have  consumed  all  the  houses.  Tliey 
had  dispersed  themselves  over  the  country,  robbing 
several  Greek  churches  and  burning  others,  and 
even  so  treating  certain  Catholic  establishments. 
The  streets  and  highways  were  filled  with  the  bo- 
dies of  men,  women  and  children  butchered,  and 
rriany  outnigiiS  on  the  young  women,  even  worse 
tlian  death,  Lad  been  committed  in  the  most  horri- 
ble matmer — others,  ci'  the  most  respect.ible  fami 
lies,  were  seized  and  sent  olF  as  slaves.  The 
French  consul  had  preserved  nearly  150(J  persons 
in  his  palace — they  were  demanded  by  the  Turks, 
but  he  manlully  shielded  them  under  the  flag  of 
Jiis  nation.  At  lust,  the  people,  made  despeiae 
bv  such  an  accumulation  of  horrors,  attacked  the 
Turks  in  every  way  and  in  any  way  that  they 
could~ki;ied  4,000  and  wounded  10,000  of  them; 
after  which  they  retired  to  the  mountains  and  hoist- 
ed the  standard  of  the  cross  on  tlie  summits.  To 
conquer  or  die  appeared  to  be  their  determination. 

The  fl:ig  of  Greece  flies  on  the  I'arthenon,  but 
the  Turkw  still  possjss  the  fort,  which  was  under  a 
severe  bombardment,  directed  by  a  French  engi- 
neer. 

It  now  seems  that  the  Persians  are  still,  but 
feeblv,  prosecuting  the  war  against  the  Turks  in 
Asia — and  advaiicmg  slowly. 

Turkey  was  making  the  most  powerful  prepara- 
tion to  resist  the  Russians,  who  were  still  gatiiering 
on  her  frontier.  No  decisive  measure  was  }et 
tnown  to  have  been  taken  by  either  side.  A  paper 
has  been  published  at  Paris  as  a  Russian  manifesto: 
it  amounts  to  a  declaration  of  war  agaiust  Turkey, 
hut  is  be!ievc-d  to  be  a  forgery— got  up  by  the 
UberalHhd  honest  fraternity  of  stock-jobbers.  The 
force  of  the  rumors  ir;  favorable  to  peace. 

The  Greek  government  was  about  to  send  en- 
voys to  a  number  of  the  European  courts.  Deme- 
trius Ypsilanti  is  [."resident  of  the  executive  council. 
Considerable  gifts  had  been  made  to  t!ie  nation  by 
many  rich  Greeks. 

It  ia  expected  that  the  Servians  will  soon  be  in 
array  against  the  Turks  — some  of  their  privileges 
being  encroached  upon. 

A  K  tterfrom  S.iloiiica  says,  that  the  [lydiots  have 
seizMi  thi-ee  En:;lii,h  vessels  laden  with  ammunition 
ior  tin:  barbarians.  t!)at  tiie  Greek  government  had 
paid  to  the  commanders  the  value  of  the  cargoes, 
but  complained  to  the  "protector"  of  the  Ionian 
Islands  of  repeated  violations  of  neutrality.  An 
Austrian  vessel,  whose  commander  had  consented 
to  be  searched  by  a  Greek  brig,  fired  on  the  latter: 
a  battle  ensued,  t!ie  Austrian  was  captured  and 
carried  to  Patmos,  where  the  commaudtr  will  be 
tried. 

A  Greek  fleet  has  saUed  for  the  relief  of  Samos, 
about  to  be  attacked  by  the  captain  pacha. 

Morocco.  The  civil  war,  that  has  long  raged  in 
this  country,  is  at  an  end.  The  pretender  to  the 
throne  has  been  delivered  up  to  the  reigning  mo- 
narch. 

Ionian  Islands.  Zante,  April  16. — The  system  of 
neutrality  which  has  been  proclaimed  in  the  Ionian 
Isles,  goes  directly  to  the  confiscation  of  the  pro- 
perty of  all  the  Ionian  nobles  suspected  of  being 
favorable  to  the  cause  of  the  Greeks,  who  are  com 
bating  for  their  independence.  Several  of  these 
nobles,  kiiown  by  their  fortune  and  their  principles, 
have  been  obliged  to  expatriate  themselves  and 
seek  for  safety  in  the  insurgent  islands.  Amongst 
the  n  are  the  count  Meta.xa,  a  rich  proprietor,  M. 
Anzulacato,  known  tor  his  wealth  and  the  honora- 
ble emulovment  qf  his  fortune,  and  the  venerable 


archbishop  of  Cephalonia,  Typeldo,  known  for  his 
piety  and  learning.  [Such  is  the  Olassing  of  British 
'' protection."] 


ilepablic  of  Coloinijia. 

Colombia  having  now  esiabhslied  its  indepen- 
dence, and  having  no  interests  that  can  bring  it  in 
collision  with  any  ciher  nation,  seems  liksly  to  en- 
joy a  long  source  of  uninterrupted  tranquility. 

As  no  official  statement  of  the  population  and 
distribution  of  the  representatives  in  the  Colombian 
congress  has  appeared  in  any  of  our  public  papers; 
we  offer  th'i  following  fmm  the  official  statement 
published  in  No.  17  of  the  Gaceta  de  Colombia,^' 
Published  at  Bo.gota. 
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^ 
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Provinces. 
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:3 
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60 

2 
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Guavana 

4S,0UO 

J 

Cuni»iia 

70,000 

2 

Orinoco. 

j  iBarceJona 

45,00.0 

2 

L'Margaretta 

15.000 

175,000 

4 
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(_  Barillas 

350,000 

12 
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80,000 
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4 

3-15 
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1 
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2 
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4 
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200,000 

7 
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S 
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3 
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19,000 
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4 
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50.000 
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4 
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} 

1 
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Quito 
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Mainas 
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Guayaquil 

90,fcOO 
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3-iy 

jPaiiaina 

50,000 

2 

iVeragua 

30,000 

30,eoo 

28 

1-3 

95 

2  fi4  1,600 

The  seven  provinces  formerly  known  under  the 
general  title  of  Quito,  had  not  been  distributed  in- 
to departments  nor  senatorial  districts;  nor  had 
Panama  and  V'erugua;  but  it  was  supposed  that  an 
arrangement  would  be  made,  at  the  next  session  cf 
congress,  to  comprise  them  into  three  departments, 
so  as  to  conform  with  the  principle  of  representa- 
tion to  the  population,  which  would  ccnplfle  the 
senate  to  fifty  members — and  the  representatives 
to  ninety-five.  .luiora. 


The  Slave  Trade. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  African  instiuition  at  Lon- 
don, our  countryman,  Mr.  John  Hamlolph  was 
present.  The  following  are  sketches  of  some  of 
the  speeches  delivered  on  the  occasion: — taken 
from  a  London  paper. 

.Mr.  Wilberforce,  in  seconding  the  declaratory 
resolution,  deeply  regretted  tlie  necessity  which 
existed  of  enlightening  the  public  mind  of  France 
respecting  the  odious  nature  of  the  slave  trade.— 
Fifteen  years  age,  when  their  illustrious  chairn\an 
had  joined  in  tl\e  formation  of  this  society,  they 
vainly  thought  the  question  of  ahoiitioii  was  set  at 
rest,  and  that  nothing  remained  but  to  secure  the  co- 
operation of  the  other  powers  to  execute  the  prohi- 
bitory l9,ws  enacted   ag.iiust  tue  crime.     Though 
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their  anticipalions  had  not  been  fulfilled,  they  had 
yet  done  much,  and  had  earned  that  reward  which 
all  good  men  were  sure  to  meet  without  reference 
to  the  success  of  their  benevolent  efl'orts.    Inde- 
pendent of  the  moral  necessity  for  the  continuance 
of  their  labors,  they  should  never  forget  that  they 
owed  Africa  a  weighty  reparation  for  the  deep  inju- 
Ties  which  they  had  intlicted  on  her  unhappy  chiU 
drtn,  and  could  never  ?t»p  until  they  had  repaired 
the  evils  they  had  committed.     (Hear,  hear).     The 
hoiior.ible    gentlemen  then   took  a    retrospective 
glance  at  the  progress  of  their  labors;  at  the  ad- 
vances they  had  made  since  the  time  when  the  un- 
happy Africans  wore  ceclared,  even  by  some  histo- 
ria.is,  to  be  an  inftrior  class  of  human  beings,  not 
to  bi   classed  in  the  same  scale  with  others.     He 
pajtiruldrly  eulog  zed  the  soriety  of  Friends  for 
their  uiiitorm  eflbrtsin  the  ciuise  of  the  abolition — 
effVris  which,  he  said,  had  con)peiled  them  to  vio- 
late the  iiiode^ty  ot  their  own  feehngs,  to  act  in  op 
posiiion  to  the  piincipKs  by  which  they  regulated 
theii  conduct,  and  c(>me  forwanl  to  assist  in  the  ho 
ly  work,  in  ope  r.  day, in  conjunction  »>;ith  their  bre- 
thren oi   riiffVrent  leligions.     He  also  said,  that  to 
the  h'  nor  ot  Ireland,  her  ports  had  never  been  de 
filed  by  tiie  vefsels  of  this  odious  traffic — a  fact 
whici-  giivethat  generous  and  gallant  nation  an  ad 
diiio:  ai  clf-im  in  (his  hour    f  her  calamity,  to  the 
rtli»  f  ot 'Ills  country.     (Hear,  hear).     It  was  a  hu- 
miliytiig  fact,  that  England  had,  in  the  sl.ive  trade, 
been  pre  eminent  in  guilt;  but  it   was  consolatory 
to  ki.ow  thai  she  was  also  foremost  in  repentance. 
(Hear,  h(  ar).     So  completely  had  E.!gland  former- 
ly idei.tifi.'d  this  traffic  with  her  trade,  that  even 
when  sle  a'^an-ioned  it,  other  na'ions  fancied  that 
it  A'ls  tor  tlie  purpose  of  cairying  into  effect  some 
ne\»'  ct  nimeicial  speculation.     He  then  congratu- 
la«<d  ll'.c -^ocieiy  upon  the  accession  of  the  duke  de 
Br'glir  and  his  friends,  who  v^'ere  among  the  most 
intelligent  and  distinguished  chr.racters  in  France, 
and   whose  efforts  would,  no  doubt,  produce. the 
best  r.-sulls.    He  adverted  in  flattering  terms  to  the 
success  which  had,  after  u  Ispse  of  years,  attended 
tlie  colonization  of  Sierra  Leone — at  first  the  pros- 
pect had  been  discouraging — so  it  always  was  in 
the  histoiy  of  such  improvements.      The  coloRy 
of  Virginia,  one  not  undertaken  by  needy  specu- 
la'.ors,  but  at  the  suggestion  of  the  wisest  of  men 
—of  loid  Hacon,  and  partly  forn'ed  under  the  eye 
of  Sir  W.  Raleigh — three  times  was  the  colony  of 
Virginia  attempted,  and  as  often  abandoned,  until 
at  length  a  final  trial  was  made,  and  complete  sue 
cess  attended  it.     The  honorable  member  eulogis- 
ed in  the  highest  terms  the  services  of  sir  George 
Collier,  and  the  naval  force  under  his  command  on 
the  coast  rf  Africa,  and  remarked  that  the  first  inti- 
mation of  making  the  slave  trade  piracy  had  a  very 
singular  origin.     It  arose  from  a  treaty  made  by  the 
son  of  a  very  old  friend  of  his,  Lieutenant  Thomson, 
E.  N.  with  a  people  in  the  Arabian  gulph,  who  con- 
sented to  denounce  the  slave  trade  as  piratical,  al- 
though he  (Mr,  VVilbt.rforce)  was  afraid  they  were 
themselves  little  better  than  pirates.  (Hear,  and  r. 
laugh.) 

Mr  Brougham  proposed  a  resolution  expressive 
of  the  giat  fication  of  the  society  at  finding  th"  slave 
f  trade  made  piracy  by  the  United  States  of  America. 
In  tloing  so  he  was  grieved  to  say,  that  inste  r»d  of 
being  assembled,  as  they  had  hoped,  this  day,  to 
witness  the  consummation  oftlieir  15  years' labcrs 
,in  enforcing  the  act  of  abolition,  they  had  now  the 
mortification  to  fii\d  a  new  series  of  troubles*  rising 
to  Ibeir  view,  from  a  singular  combination  of  tin- 


happy  circumstances.     As  long  as  their  own  law  s 
had  to  be  watched  over  to  be  enforced— as  long  as 
their  own  colonies  declined  to  give  their  own  slaves 
the  equal  benefit  of  the  law,  and  withheld  from  them 
every  thing  which  was  not  extorted  from  the  mas- 
ters, by  the  necessity  of  fostering  the  slaves  now  ri.s- 
en  in  price,  if  that  <Jegraded  epithet  must  still  at- 
tach  to  human  beings — as  long  as  other  naticms  re- 
fused to  redeem  their  own  plighted  promisees — so 
long  the  African  institution  must  obviously  and  ne-. 
cessarily  have  much  to  accomplish.     (Hear,  hear).. 
It  would  seem  from  the  interesting  report  whicU 
had  been  read,  that  the  history  of  the  chief  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  since  the  peace,  exhibited  nothing 
but  a  seri'.s  of  pledges  given  to  be  forfeited — op- 
portunities  of  benefitting  mankind  only  aflbrdedto 
be  scandalously  thrown  away — chances  held  forth 
to  the  nations  of  the  world,  but  cast  aside,  recover- 
ing themselves,  and  of  gaining  imperishable  re. 
Hown.     (Applause).     He  looked  with  indignation 
at  the  contrast  presented  to  these  nations  by  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  the  still  greater  con- 
trast presented  by  the  republican  subjects  of  a  free 
country,  in  the  performance  where  they  had  not 
promised  so  much,  to  those  regal    governments 
which  had  promised  so  much  and  performed  so  lit- 
tle.    (Applause).     Too  much  couUl  not  be  said  of 
the  labors  of  the  society  of  Friends,  who  had  been 
forcibly  compelled,  by  the  greatness  of  their  own 
d'  ings,  to  encroach  upon  that  meekness  of  habit 
which  uniformly  induced  them  to 

"Do  good  by  stealth,  and  blush  to  find  It  fame," 

(hear),  and  forced  them  to  receive  that  public  ap« 
probation  from  their  fellow  subjects  which  they 
were  the  first  to  earn  but  the  last  to  claim.  (Hear).-jJ 
There  were,  however,  some  of  the  foreign  govern-  ^ 
ments  who  resembled  the  society  of  P'riends,  but  it 
was  only  in  this  one  habit — that  they  made  no  claim 
for  the  approbation  of  mankind.  (Laughter).  If 
they  were  slow  in  claiming,  tbey  took  especial  care 
to  be  also  slow  in  deserving.  Their  modest  and  re-, 
tired  habits  were  never  broken  in  upon  by  the  ap- 
plause of  suffering  humanity;  they  kept  the  left 
hand  in  entire  ignorance  of  what  was  doing  by  the 
right,  and  to  obviate  the  possibility  of  a  charitable 
exposure,  they  took  particular  care  to  keep  both 
hands  idle.  (Renewed  bursts  of  laughter).  These 
governments  stood  wholly  without  excuse,  and  he 
would  press  upon  their  governments  if  they  could 
hear  him— he  would  press  upon  their  people, 
through  whom  those  governments  must  sooner  or 
later  hear  it,  that  vain  will  be  their  plea  of  England's 
example  of  indifference  to  this  traffic  for  a  series  of 
years,  even  if  that  plea  were  stronger  tlian  it  can  be 
pretended  to  b?.  True  it  is  that  this  is  the  fortieth 
year  since  the  wrongs  of  Africa  first  caught  the  at- 
tention of  the  English  ear.  At  that  time  a  smaH 
society  (principally  from  among  the  society  of 
Friends)  six  in  number,  of  whom  alone  George  Har- 
rison was  the  survivor,  met  in  conclave  upon  this 
traffic.  True,  their  conclave  was  as  secret  in  its  de- 
liberations as  were  other  congresses  that  had  since 
assembled,  though  composed  of  very  different 
member;:,  ir.fliionced  by  very  difTerent  feelings,  and 
having  very  different  objects  to  promote.  This  so- 
ciety sought  information  respecting  the  traffic;  they 
were  followed  by  Thomas  Claikson,  .an«J,  treading 
on  his  heels  in  the  great  work,  came  his  honorable 
friend.  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  who  had  rendered  his 
name  illustrious  by  his  services  in  this  holy  cause. 
(Loud  applause).  And  yet,  notwithstanding  the 
great  exertions  of  such  men,  twenty-five  year.* 
elapsed  from  Uie  beginning  to  the  conclusion  <>X' 
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their  efforts,  so  far  us  the  passing  ot"  tlie  abolition 
act.  Why  did*he  refer  to  these  facts?—first,  that 
they  had  to  take  to  themselves  the  deep  shame  of 
j\lIowinj3^  so  many  years  to  elapse  in  the  progrress  of 
hiich  a  question;  and  next,  to  discoui-atje  despair, 
under  any  present  circumstances,  by  showing',  that 
in  wliatever  cause  a  free  and  enlightened  people  re- 
solve to  ennbur!:,  success  mui;t  iihimately  attend 
Ihcir  struggle.  (Applause).  It  was  not  one  year 
before  their  final  triumph,  that,  after  the  question 
of  abolition  was  carried  in  the  commons,  it  was  flung 
out  in  the  lords.  (Hear,  hear).  He  referred  to  these 
facts  to  encourage  despair,  not  to  vindicate  foreign 
powers,  or  allow  their  plea  of  the  example  of  Eng- 
land. 


iVhen  the  subject  was  first  taken  up  in  England  it 
vasnew,  its  details  and  atlrocities  were  unknown, 
the  effect  of  measures  was  untrierl,  but  would  it  be 
contended  that  the  powers  cf  the  continent  could 
plead  that  ii^orance?  Had  tiiey  not  the  benefit  of 
the  progressive  experience  of  ICngland?  They 
tnight,  indeed,  have  come  into  the  discussion  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  but  they  did  so  with  all  the  advan- 
tage of  hearing  the  ten  hours  previous  debate,  and 
acquiring  all  the  experience  of  the  past  to  regulate 
their  decision.  (Lcud  cries  of  hear).  They  must 
start,  therefore,  with  us  at  the  present  time,  and  not 
ilatterthemstlves  with  the  delusive  hope,  that  either 
among  tiie  wise  or  tl»«  good  men  of  future  times, 
they  would  stand  justified  in  a  delay,  which  in  the 
case  of  England  was  without  defence,  but  which  in 
theircase  would  be  utterly  without  palliation.  (Ap- 
plause). The  honorable  and  learned  gentleman 
then  pronounced  a  warm  p3n(  gyric  upon  the  ex- 
ample set  by  the  United  States  of  America  in  mak- 
ing the  slave  trade  piracj^,  and  upon  Mr.  llandolph's 
great  efforts  in  promoting  that  act. 

Mr    Randolph,   (the   distinguished    American), 
then  rose  to  return  thanks  for  this  mark  of  respect 
towartls  the  United  States  of  America.     He  said 
that  after  the  eloquence  which  had  already  been 
displayed   upon  this   great  subject,  it  would  be 
an  act  of  presumption,  scarcely  excusable  in  any 
Btraiiger,  but  unpardonable  in  him,  to  intrude  his 
unpremeditated  expressions  upon  them  after  the 
able  speenhes  which  Ihey  had  not  only  heard  but 
felt      (Applause).     Ke  was,  however,  impelled  by 
n  double  motive,  w  hich  he  coukl  not  resist,  to  offer 
liimself  for  a^fevv  momer.ts  to  their  attention.   First, 
to  discharge  an  active  duty  in  behalf  of  his  native 
land,  in  the  absence  of  its  offici:U  representative — 
an  absence  as  unexpectfrd  by  himself  as  it  was  un- 
foreseen—and which  had  cast  upon  him  a  duty  he 
felt  inadequate  to  perform — that  of  thanking  this 
meeting  lor  the  grateful  sense  they  had  expressed 
towards  America,  and  also  to  assure  them  that  all 
that  was  exalted  in  station,  in  talent,  and  in  moral 
character,  among  his  coiLiryman,  was,  (as  was  also 
to  be  for.nd  in  England),  firmly  united  for  the  sup 
pression  of  this  infamous  traffic.     (Loud  applause). 
It  was  delightful  to  him  to  know  that  Virginia,  the 
land  of  his  sires,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  had  for 
half  a  century  affixed  a  pubhc  brand,  and  indelible 
stigma  upon  this  traffic,  and  had  put  in  the  claim  of 
the  wretched  objects  of  it  to  the  common  rights  and 
attributes  of  humanity. — (Loud  applause).     He  re- 
peated his  thanks  to  the  meeting  for  the  flattering 
reception  they  had  given  him. 

[The  plainness  of  Mr.  Randolph's  apearance,  his 
republican  simplicity  of  manner,  and  easy  and  unaf- 
fected address,  attracted  much  attention^  and  he  sat 
-lown  amidst  a  burst  of  applause. -] 


Diplomatic  Controversy. 

MB.  ADAJis'  ur-.Toi.vnKn  to  mk.  russeli. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Russell  having  thought  proper  to 
transfer  the  scene  of  his  attack  upon  the  character 
and  conduct  of  his  colleagues,  the  majority  of  the 
late  mission  to  Ghent,  and  especially  upon  mine, 
from  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  where  he  first  volunteered  to  bring  it  for- 
ward, to  the  newspapers,  it  becomes  necessarj'  for 
my  defence,  and  that  of  my  colleagues,  against  this 
assault,  to  apply  to  his  new  statements  and  repre- 
sentations a  few  of  those  "correctives^'  which,  at  the 
call  of  the  house  of  representatives,  I  did  apply  to 
the  original  and  duplicate  of  his  letter  of  lllh  Feb. 
1815. 

The  paper  published  by  Mr.  Russell  in  the  Bos- 
ton Statesman,  of  the  Sfth  of  June  last,  bears  the 
same  relation  to  truth  that  his  original  letters  bear 
to  their  duplicates,  and  his  sentiments  to  his  signa- 
XHves. 

Nearly  two  columns  of  the  ])aper  published  i>J 
the  Boston  Statesman,  are  occupied  with  a  narr.v 
tive  of  circui:. stances  which  preceded,  attended, 
and  followed,  the  deUvery,  by  Mr.  Russell,  at  the 
department  of  state,  on  the  22d  of  April  last,  of  thft 
paper  purporting  to  be  a  duplicate  of  his  letter  of 
11th  February,  1815,  from  Paris,  to  the  then  secre- 
tary of  state.  In  the  course  of  this  narrative,  Mr. 
Uussell  makes  the  following  admission;  how  reluc- 
tantly, the  very  structure  of  the  sentence  in  which 
it  is  contained,  will  shew;  and  it  is  jjropcr  that  it 
should  be  exhiliited  in  his  own  words: 

•'I  certainly  did  believe  that  I  was  permitted  to 
make  those  corrections  of  the  copy  in  possession^ 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  proper  to  exhibit  my 
case  most  advantageously  before  that  tribunal" — 
[the  tribunal  of  the  public] 

The  reasons  of  Mr  Russell  for  believing  that  he 
was  permitted,  in  1822,  to  make  corrections  which 
happened  to  suit  his  own  purposes,  in  a  paper  fur- 
nished by  himself,  to  be  communicated  to  the  ho  tse 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  as  a  spe- 
cific letter  written  by  him  in  Paris,  in  the  year 
1815.  are  as  singular  and  surprising  as  the  belief 
itself.  They  consist  of  insinuations  and  inferences 
that  he  had  furnished  the  paper  at  mi/  solicitation; 
thattlie  v,'ord  "■'duplicate,"  written  upon  it,  with  his 
own  hand,  gave  j\q  further  intimation  or  assurance 
that  it  was  so;  that  I  had  the  sole  power  to  publish 
it  or  not,  as  1  might  judge  proper,  and  to  consult 
my  own  feelings  and  interests  in  forming  my  deci- 
sion; and  that  the  paper  was  not  to  be  exhibited 
to  the  pubhc  without  the  previous  examination 
and  consent  of  the  advehsk  pahty.  And  with 
these  ingenious  principles,  he  has  interwoven  a 
statement  of  facts,  with  which  he  has  believed 
himself  permitted  to  take  the  same  liberty  that  he 
had  taken  with  his  own  letter;  making  in  them 
those  corrections  which  appeared  to  him  necessary 
to  exhibit  his  case  most  advantageously  before  the 
tribunal  of  the  public. 

Frail  and  tottering  as  is  this  scaflblding  to  sup- 
port the  cause  of  Mr.  liussell's  candor,  I  am  con- 
cerned to  say,  that  by  a  mere  statement  of  the  real 
facts,  it  must  be  taken  entirely  from  under  him. 
The  real  facts  are  these: 
On  the  17th  of  January  hist,  the  house  of  repre» 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  adopted  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  liid  before  this 
house  all  the  correspondence  which  led  to  the 
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treaty  of  Ghent,  together  with  the  protocol,  which 
has  not  been  niade  pubhc,  and  whicli,  in  his  opi- 
nion, it  may  not  be  improper  to  disclose." 

In  the  ordinary  course  of  bnsiness,  this  resolu- 
tion was  by  the  president  referred  to  the  depart- 
ment of  state,  to  report  the  papers  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  house,  in  compliance  with  the  call. 

In  examining  among  the  archives  of  the  depart- 
ment for  those  papers,  1  found  among  them  a  siiort 
letter  from  Mr.  Kussell,  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
dated  the  25th  of  Df^cember,  1814,  the  day  after 
the  signature  of  tlie  treaty.  It  was  not  marked 
private,  but  it  related  principally  to  Mr.  Kussell's 
\}\\'n  affairs;  and,  referring  to  the  joint  letter  of 
the  mission,  of  the  same  25ih  of  December,  1814. 
in  which  it  had  been  stated  that  a  majoiityoi'it  had 
determined  to  offer  to  the  British  an  arlicle  con 
firming  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 
British,  and  the  fisheries  to  us,  as  stipulated  in  the 
treaty  of  1783,  it  acknowledged,  in  candor,  that 
he,  (Mr.  Russfll),  was  in  the  minority  on  that  oc- 
casion, and  reserved  to  himself  the  powerof  com- 
mimicatii.g  thereafter  his  reasons  for  being  in  the 
minority  With  Mr.  Russell's  candor  in  the  trans- 
action, at  the  time,  I  shall  not  now  trouble  the  pub- 
lic. It  was  in  the  examination  of  the  files,  for  the 
purpose  of  answering  the  call  of  the  house,  that  I 
first  discovered  the  existence  of  this  letter;  and  a 
question  occurred  to  m-'  whether  it  should  be  com- 
municated with  the  other  documents  to  the  house 
or  not.  It  was  not  smdly  within  the  letter  of  the 
call,  for  it  was  not  a  part  of  the  correspondence 
which  led  to  the  treaty— havmg  been  written  the 
day  after  the  treaty  was  signed.  It  had  no  bearing 
upon  the  information  which  liad  been  assigned  to 
the  house  as  the  motive  for  the  call:  and  the  only 
fact  relating  to  the  negociation  which  it  communi- 
cated, was,  that  upon  one  vote  which  had  been 
taken  in  the  joint  mission  during  the  negociation, 
and  that  vote  upon  a  question  whe'her  an  offer 
should  be  made,  which,  when  made,  had  been  re- 
jected, VTx.  Russell  had  been  in  the  minority,  and 
reserved  to  himself  the  power  of  assigning  his  vea 
sons,  thereafter,  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  his 
motives.  It  was  doubtful  v,'hethcr  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  disclose  this  difference  of  opinion,  and  .Mr. 
Russ-H's  solicitude  to  vindicate  his  motives  for 
voting  against  a  rejected  ottV r,  which  had  termi- 
nated  in  nothing.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  this 
mitrht  be,  of  all  the  documents  relating  to  the  ne- 
gociation, the  most  desirable  one  to  the  purposes 
for  which  th*-  call  had  been  made.  The  call  might 
liavp  been  made  with  the  special  intention  of  eli- 
citing this  letter,  or  the  disclosure  of  the  fact 
■which  it  attested.  To  have  withheld  the  letter 
might  have  given  rise  to  surmises  of  special  mo- 
tives for  veiling  from  the  eye  of  congress,  and  of 
the  nation,  the  discovery  of  that  fact.  As  Mr.  Rus- 
sell was  upon  the  spot,  and  a  member  of  the  house, 
I  determined  to  mention  the  lettir  to  him,  and 
place  it  at  his  option  whether  it  should  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  hou  e  or  not.  I  did  so,  at  my  house, 
as  he  has  stated;  and  it  was  on  the  26th  of  January. 
But  Mr.  Uussell  did  not  say  that  he  had  no  distinct 
recdlection  of  the  letter,  to  which  I  alluded,  and 
that  he  wis!  ed  to  see  it  before  hs  jrnve  his  consent 
to  its  pnblicali'in.  I  had  not  asked  his  consent  to 
its  publication,  I  had  told  him  there  was  such  a 
letter;  and  left  it  at  his  option  whether  it  should  be 
communicated  in  theansww  to  the  call  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  or  not.  Ilis  first  reply  was, 
that  he  tl.ouglit  it  was  a  f»ivate  letter,  which  it 
would  be  improper  to  communicate  to  the  houscj 
hui,  after  a  pause,  as  if  recollecting  himself,  he 


said  lie  wished  to  see  the  letter,  before  giving  a 
definitive  answer.  To  this  I  immediately  assented. 
Mr.  Russell  accordingly  repaired  to  the  office,  and 
saw  his  letter;  not  in  my  presence,  or  in  tlie  room 
occupied  by  me,  but  in  that  of  Mr.  Bailey,  the 
clerk  who  has  charge  of  the  diplomatic  documents. 
Mr.  Russell  then  desired  to  examine  the  whole  of 
the  correspondence  relating  to  the  Ghent  negocia- 
tion, and  afterwards  twice  in  succession  requested 
to  be  furnished  with  copies  of  one  paragraph  of 
the  instructions  to  the  commissioiiers,  of  15lh 
April,  1813.  That  paragraph  is  the  one  which,  in 
tile  duplicate,  is  cited  so  emphatically,  and  with 
so  many  cumulative  epithets,  in  support  of  the 
charge  against  the  majority  of  the  mission,  of 
having  violated  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of 
their  explicit  and  implicit  instructions.  After  all 
these  examinations,  and  after  a  request  to  be  fur- 
nished with  a  copy  of  tliis  most  pregnant  para- 
graph, in  all  of  which  he  was  indulged  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  wishes,  he  told  me  that  he  saw  no  ob- 
jection to  the  communication  to  the  house  of  his 
separate  letter  of  25th  December,  1814:  with  the 
exception  of  a  part  of  it,  not  relating  to  tlie  nego- 
ciation He  was  informed  that  the  part  only  indi- 
cated by  himself  would  be  communicated:  and  ac- 
cordingly ihat  part  only  was  communicated.  Mr. 
Russell  then  added,  that  there  was  another  letter, 
written  at  Paris,  conformaSfy  to  the  indication  in 
that  of  25th  December,  1814,  and  containing  his 
reasons  therein  alluded  to;  and  which  he  -wished 
mig-ht  also  be  communicated,  -ivith  tlie  vest  of  the  do- 
cuments, to  the  house. 

This  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  ever  re- 
ceived of  the  existence  of  the  letter  of  lllh  Fe- 
bruary 1815:  and  I  told  Mr  Russell  that,  if  it  could 
be  found  upon  the  files  of  the  department,  it  should 
be  comm.unicated  witli  the  rest.  I  directed,  ac- 
cordingly, that  search  should  be  made,  and  after- 
wards that  it  should  be  repeated,  among  all  the 
files  of  the  department,  for  this  letter.  It  was  not 
be  found.  After  a  delay  of  several  d:>ys,  for  re- 
peat!.g  these  ineffi/ctual  s>'arches,  I  deemed  it  ne- 
cessary to  report,  in  answer  to  the  call  of  the  house; 
and  the  documents  were  all  sent,  including  that 
portion  of  his  letter  of  25th  December,  1814,  which 
he  himself  had  marked  for  communication. 

It  was  not  alone  to  me  that  Mr.  Russell  had  ex- 
pressed the  wish  that  his  letter  of  11th  February, 
1815.  might  be  communicated  with  the  other  docu- 
ments to  the  house.  He  had,  as  appears  by  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Bailey, repeaiedly  manifested  the 
same  wish  to  him.  He  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to 
inform  him,  that  he  had  a  copy  of  it  at  Mendon, 
and  to  inquire  of  him  whether  a  copy  of  it  from 
himself  would  be  received  at  the  department,  for 
communication  to  tl>e  house.  He  did  not,  indeed, 
make  the  same  inquiry  of  m.e,  nor  was  I  then  in- 
formed that  he  had  made  it  to  Mr.  Bailey.  If  I 
had  been,  I  should  have  immediately  answered  that 
it  would  be  received  and  communicated.  I  knew 
not  what  were  the  contents  of  the  letter:  but  I 
knew  that,  whatever  they  might  be,  I  could  have 
no  objection  to  their  being  communicated,  at  the 
desire  of  Mr.  Russell  himself;  and  far  from  suspect- 
ing him  capable  of  believing  himself  permitted 
to  make  any  alterations  in  the  copy,  to  suit  present 
purpo.ses,  I  should  have  thought  the  bare  suspicion 
an  outrage  upon  his  honor. 

But  I  had  no  desire  of  my  own  that  the  letter 
should  be  communicated.  1  regretted  even  that 
Mr.  Russell  had  chosen  that  the  part  of  his  letter 
of  25th  December,  1814,  which  announced  his  dis- 
agreement with  the  majority  of  th&  mission,  shoiij^ 
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be  comiiiunicated.  1  rt-gretted  that  he  had  ever 
Ihoug-ht  jjioper  to  inforai  the  secretary  of  state 
'  what  h;<d  l>een  his  vote  upon  that  occasion;  and  I 
was  pt-rfcclly  assured,  tl\al  iliere  never  had  exist- 
ed a  momen;  wlicn  there  could  have  been  any  ne- 
Ci.s-ity  Cor  liini  to  vindicate  Ins  motives  for  tliat 
vote.  I  \v;ts  assured  that  neither  the  government 
nor  tlie  naticm  would  ever  have  inquired  of  him 
how  he  had  voted,  if  he  had  not  been  so  over  ear- 
nest in  his  solicitude  to  tell  them.  And  I  was 
equully  convinced,  that  atier  he  had  told  them, 
it  would  not  ultimately  redound  to  his  credit.  I 
had  no  feelings  of  enmity  towards  Mr.  Russell. 
Our  private  intercourse  had  been,  for  more  than 
ten  years,  that  of  friendship,  whicli  in  no  instance 
whi^ttvcr,  had  been,  in  word,  deed,  or  thought 
violated  by  me.  As  an  associate  in  a  trust  of  great 
inip<jrtance,  the  general  rtsult  of  which  had  been 
satistac'ory  to  the  country,  he  had  always  had 
claims,  sacred  to  me,  to  my  jjeculiar  regard.  With 
the  high  and  honorable  duties  of  that  ^-reat  trust, 
1  had  mingled  no  little  expedients  of  selfaggran- 
dizem-nt  by  the  debasement  of  any  of  my  col- 
Iea;;'ues.  1  had  sown  no  si::ed  of  future  accusation 
against  a  brother  commirs;ontr,  in  the  shell  of  a 
firelended  vindication  of  myself.  I  had  laid  up  no 
root  of  rancorous  excitement,  to  be  planted,  after 
the  lapse  of  years,  in  the  sod  of  sectional  prejudice, 
or  par'y  prepossessi£)n.  I  lamented  to  discover 
thaf  Mr.  liusst  11  had  not  so  dealt  with  his  colleagues 
of  tlie  majority;  and  I  was  mortified  to  see  the 
earnestness  with  which  he  appeared  determined 
to  blazon  forth  this  disagreement  of  opinion,  and 
the  part  that  he  had  taken  in  it,  to  the  world.  I 
felt  that  it  neither  became  me  to  object  to  the 
comniunication  of  either  of  hisjetters  to  the  hou?e, 
it  desired  by  him,  ncr  officiously  to  offer  him  fa 
cili'ies  for  the  communication,  which  he  had  not 
suggested  to  me  himself.  I,  therefore  did  not  ask 
him  to  furnish,  himself,  a  copy  of  his  letter  from 
Paris,  to  be  communicated  to  the  house;  but,  on 
the  2lst  of  February,  reported  to  the  president, 
for  communication  to  the  house,  all  the  other  do- 
cuments, embraced  by  their  call  of  the  17th  Ja- 
nuary preceding. 

The  message  from  the  president  to  the  house, 
communicating  tlie  documents,  was  delivered  on 
the  23(1  of  February,  and  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
th.- table. 

On  the  19tlj  of  April,  the  following  resolution 
•was  adopted  hy  the  house,  having  been  first  moved 
the  d;iy  before: 

"Unsolved,  Tliat  the  president  of  the  Unite"d 
Statt-s  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated 
to  this  house,  if  not  injurious  to  the  public  good, 
any  letter,  or  communication,  which  may  have  been 
received  from  Jonathan  Russell,  esq.  one  of  the 
ministers  of  the  United  States  who  concluded  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  afier  the  signature  of  that  treaty, 
and  which  was  written  in  conformity  to  the  indica 
tions  contained  in  said  minister's  letter,  dated  at 
Ghent,  25tb  December,  1814." 

It  will  be  observed,  that  nearly  two  months  had 
intervened  between  the  report  of  the  Ghent  treaty 
documents  to  the  house  and  this  second  call,  which 
Mr.  Russell  has  admitted  was  made  at  his  sugges- 
tion. 

On  Saturday,  the  20th  of  April,  the  day  after 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  house,  and 
even  before  it  had  been  officially  referred  to  the 
<lepartment  for  an  answer,  Mr.  Daniel  Brent,  the 
cliief  clerk  of  the  department,  without  consulting 
ine,  but  knowing  the  a^itious  desire  that  I  should 
lee],  of  being'  enabled  to  report  the  paper  called 


for  by  the  house,  knowing  also  that  it  was  not  up- 
on tile  files  of  the  department,  called  upon  Mr. 
Russell,  at  his  lodgings,  and  inquired  of  \\\tc\ 
wtiether  he  could  furnish  the  letter  desired;  and 
was  told  by  Mr.  Russt-ll  that  he  could,  and  would 
deliv>-r  it  to  the  president.  *lr.  Brent  it  seems 
suggested,  that  it  would  be  i^etter  tlvat  it  should 
be  delivered  as  a  chip'icate  than  as  a  copy,  to  which 
Mr.  Itussell  assented.  This  distinction,  which  has 
reference  chiefly  to  the  forms  of  office,  would  not 
have  occurred  toThe.  Uetwcen  a  copy,  marked  as 
such  by  the  writer,  signed  by  him,  and  all  in  his 
own  hand- writing,  and  a  duplicate,  furnished  as  such 
also  by  the  writer,  I  can  perceive  no  difference  of 
substance,  though,  as  evidence  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, or  as  a  document  in  the  public  archives,  one 
might  bear  the  character  of  an  original  paper,  and 
the  other  only  of  a  copy.  Mr,  Brent  liad  too 
much  respect  for  Mr.  Russell,  to  imagine  it  possi- 
ble, whether  he  gave  the  paper  as  a  copy  or  as  a 
duplicate,  that  he  sliould  give  it  other  than  as  the 
letter  originally  written,  iiiid  called  for  by  the  re- 
solution of  the  house. 

Mr.  Russell,  however,  did  assent  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mt.  Brent,  and,  with  his  own  hand,  wiote 
the  word  "duphcate"  on  the  paper,  which  he  had 
already  prepared  to  deliver,  to  be  reported  in  an- 
swer to  the  call  of  the  house,  lie  did  more:  he 
erased  with  a  scraper  the  word  "copy,"  which 
he  had  previously  m  ritten  in  its  stead,  and  the  tra- 
ces of  wiiich  are  slil;  discerni'jle  on  the  oaper. 

What,  then,  does  Mr.  Russell  mean,  wht  n,  in  the 
Boston  Statesman  of  27th  June  last,  he  sa\s,  that 
when  he  delivered  the  p->per  at  the  department,  to 
Mr.  Brent,  on  the  22d  of  April,  "the  word  [dupH- 
"cate]  had  indeed  been  written  on  it,  in  conse- 
"quence  of  his  suggestion,  as  above  stated:  but  I 
"  ^ave  no  further  iulimntion,  much  less  any  assur- 
*»  ance,  that  it  laas  so."  These  are  Mr.  Russell's 
own  words:  and  what  can  they  mean?  They  have 
been,  at  least  by  some  portion  of  the  public,  un- 
derstood to  mean,  that  tlie  paper  had  been  styled 
a  duplicate,  not  by  Mi\  Russell,  but  by  me.  O  no! 
the  word  was  writt.'n  witli  Mr.  Russell's  own  hand; 
and  when  1  received  the  paper  I  knew  not  that 
there  ever  Itad  passed  a  word  between  Mr  Brent, 
and  him,  whetherit  shoidd  be  delivered  as  adupli- 
cate  or  a  copy.  7'he  Boston  Statesm.m,  of  the 
same  day,  in  which  his  reply  is  published,  says 
"Mr.  Ru.xsell,  without  much  reflection,  consented" 
(to  give  it  as  a  duplicate^  I  should  think  he  had 
time  enough  for  reflection,  while  at  work  with  the 
scraper,  to  efface  the  word  "copy,"  for  which  it 
was  substituted.  Mr.  Russell's  meaning  is  there- 
fore, that,  although  he  wrote  the  word  duplicate 
with  his  own  hand,  yet  he  did  not  intend  it  should 
be  received  as  an  iniiinntion,  much  less  as  an  assur- 
ance «'Tu.\T  IT  WAS  so." 

Mr  Russell  had  been  explicitly  told  by  Mr. 
Brent,  that  his  call  to  enquire  whether  he  could 
furnish  the  paper  called  for  by  the  resolution  of 
the  house,  had  not  been  at  my  desire,  or  with  my 
knowledge,  but  of  his  own  motion.  But  it  seems 
Mr.  Russell  did  not  believe  him;  and  instead  of 
delivering  the  letter,  as  he  had  said  he  would,  to 
the  president,  he  brought  it  to  the  department, 
and  delivered  it  to  Mr,  Brent  himself;  observing- 
that  he  was  indifferent  whether  it  was  communica- 
ted to  the  house  or  not;  but,  if  it  should  not  be,  he 
wished  it  might  be  returned  to  him. 

The  singularity  of  this  observr.tion  is  not  among 
the  least  extraordinary  incidents  of  this  transac- 
tion. Mr.  Russell,  who,  while  the  first  resolution 
of  the  17th  of  January,  calling  for  the  Ghent  trea- 
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ty  documents,  was  to  be  reported  upon  by  the  de- 
partment of  state,  had  expressed  to  me,  and  re- 
peatedly to  Mr.  Baily,  the  wish  that  his  letter  from 
Paris  should  be  communicated — Mr.  Russell,  at 
whose  suggestion  the  specific  call  from  the  houce 
of  the  19th  of  April,  for  that  letter,  had  been  mov- 
ed— Mr.  Russell,  who  in  the  interval  had  written 
to  Mendon  for  the  original  draft  of  his  letter,  had 
3"eceived  it  from  Mendon,  and  on  the  morning'  afttr 
the  resolution  of  t!ie  house  calling  for  it,  was  al- 
ready prepared  with  a  "copy"  of  it  to  deliver  to 
the  president,  a  copy  consisting"  of  sevenfolioslieets 
of  paper — transforms  this  copj',  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  lirent,  into  a  duplicate,  and,  after  having 
again  on  Saturday  declared  to  Mr.  Brent  his  -wish 
that  it  might  be  communicated  to  the  house, 
brings  it  on  Monday  morning  to  the  department, 
and  in  delivering  it  to  Mr.  Brent,  says  he  is  indif 
ferent  whether  it  should  be  communicated  to  the 
house  or  not,  but,  if  not,  wishes  it  may  be  return- 
ed to  him. 

AVhat  was  the  meaning  of  this  tardy  hesitation 
and  new-born  indifference,  whether  it  should  be 
commimicated  or  not'  Why  does  he  say  that  the 
application  from  the  department  of  state  for  his 
letter  was  made  v.'ithout  any  previous  intimation, 
suggestion,  or  encouragement  on  his  part;  and  tliat, 
bad  it  not  been  made,  that  paper  would  never 
have  been  left  at  the  department  of  st.ate,  nor  in 
anv  other  manner  presented  to  the  public?  Why 
did  he  bring  it  to  the  department?  He  had  told 
Mr.  Brent  tliat  he  would  deliver  it  to  the  presi- 
dent; and  of  this  disposal  of  it  Mr.  Brent  had  ap- 
proved. Why  docs  he  represent  it  as  a  demand 
Upon  him  from  tbe  department  of  state  of  a  private 
letter,  never  intended  for  the  public?  Neither  I 
Tior  any  person  at  the  department  of  state,  knew 
that  the  letter  was  private.  Mr.  Russell  knew  it, 
although  he  had  prepared  his  copy  or  his  duplicate 
without  jnarking  it  as  sunh.  He  had  told  me,  when 
I  mentionec'  to  him  that  his  sliort  letter  of  Uecem- 
ber  25,  1814,  was  among  the  documents  of  the  ne- 
g-ociation  at  the  department,  and  asked  him  wheth- 
er  he  chose  it  should  be  communicated  to  the  house; 
he  had  then  at  first  told  me  that  he  thought  that 
was  a  private  letter,  which  it  would  be  improper 
to  communicate;  but  when,  after  having  examined 
it,  he  decided  that  part  of  it  should  be  communi- 
cate ■,  he  had  told  me  there  was  another  letter 
written  from  Paris,  which  he  wished  might  also  be 
commtmicated.  He  had  not  spoken  of  it  as  a  pri- 
vate  letter,  nor  did  he  deliver  the  duplicate  as  such 
to  the  department.  He  omitted  from  it  the  word 
private,  which  had  been  written  by  himself  upon 
the  original.  This  omission  was  doubt  ess  one  of 
those  corrections,  -which  appeared  to  him  proper  to 
exldbit  his  case  most  advantageously  before  the  tribu- 
nal of  the  public.  Its  tendency  certainly  was  to  ex- 
cite a  suspicion  in  the  public  mind,  that  the  origi- 
nal letter  was  or  had  been  upon  the  files  of  the  de 
partment,  and  that  in  the  answer  to  the  prior 
call  of  the  house  of  17th  January,  it  had  been  sup- 
pressed. 

Mr.  Russell's  delivery  of  his  dnpHcnte  at  the  de- 
V>artment  of  state  was  entirely  spontaneous.  It 
had  not  even  been  asked  of  him  by  Mr.  Brent:  and 
the  enquiry  which  Mr.  Brent  had  made  of  him; 
whether  he  could  furnish  a  duplicate  of  the  letter 
called  forbv  the  resolution  of  the  house,  if  appli- 
(Nation  should  be  made  to  him  for  it,  had  been 
without  my  knowledge;  and  Mr.  Brent  had  told 
him  so.  Mr.  Russell  delivered  his  duplicate  at  the 
department  as  a  public  letter,  and  as  if  the  original 
itself  had  been  also  public.     What  then  does  Air. 


Russell  mean,  when  he  says,  that  he  left  it  for  my 
examination?     What  does  he  mean,  by  saying  that 
1  had  the  sole  power  to  publish  it    or  not,  as  ( 
might  judge  proper,  and  to  consult  my  own  feel- 
ings  and  interests,  in  forming  my  decision?   There 
was  a  resolution  of  the  house   of  representative^ 
calling  upon  the  president  to  cause  to  be  communi- 
cated to  them  a  letter  specifically  designated.    The 
writer  of  that  letter.after  repeated  expressions  more 
than  two  months  before  tome  aiiito  Mr  Rail-^y, 
that  he  -wished  that  letter  might  be  communicated 
to  the  house,  now  brought  to   the  department  a, 
duplicate  of  i^,  and  says  I  was  at  liberly  to  publish 
it  or  not,  as  it  might  suit  my  feelings  and  interests. 
Mr.  Russell  is  not  so  ignorant  of  the  duties  of  a 
secretary  of  state  as  not  to  k'^ow,  that,  in  the  usu- 
al course  of  business,  the  resolution  of  the  house 
was  referred  by  the  president  to  the  department  of 
state  for  a  report,  and  that  when  once  his  letter 
had  been  delivered  by  himself  at  the  department, 
it  was  my  indispensible   duty  to  reports  copy  of  it 
to  the  president  for  communication  to  the  house. 
H.ad  it  directly   charged  me   with  treason  to  my 
countr}',  as  it  indirectly  did  little  less,  my  only  and 
inflexible  duty  as  secretary  of  state  was,  to  report 
it  to  the  president  for  communication  to  the  house. 
By  the  terms  of  the  riisolufion  of  the  house,  the 
president  indeed  might  have  withheld  it  from  the 
house.     If,  in  his  judgment,  the   communication, 
would  be  injurious  to  the  prtblic  interest:  but  of  tiiat 
the  president,  and  not  J,  was  the  judge.     Suppose 
even  that  the  president,  in  forming  his  judgment,  J 
h.nd  thought  proper  to  consult  my  opinion  upon  it, 
with  what  face   could  1   advise  that  it  should   be 
withheld?     If  the  letter  was  not  a  tissue  of  misre- 
presentations, the  secretary  of  state,  and  the  minis- 
ter of  the  United  States  in  France,  were  mcnutifit 
to  hold  any  station  whatever  in  the  service  of  their 
country;  and  that  was  the  impressiou  evidently  in- 
tended  to  be   produced  by   the  letter,    at    least 
throughout  the  largest  and  most  growing  section 
of  the  imion.     Upon  what  pretence  could /have 
advised  the  president  to  witlihold  the  communica- 
tion as  injurious  to  the  public  interest?    If  there 
was  truth  in  the  letter,  its  contents  could  not  be  too 
soon  known  to  congress  and  to  the  nation.     It  was 
fitting  that  tlie  conspirators  against  the  peaceful 
and  unoffending  inhabitants  of  the  western  country, 
should  he   unmasked   before  the  public,  and  that 
the  world  of  the  west  shotdd  be  apprized  of  the 
whole  extent  of  their  obhgations  to  the  great  con- 
fider  in  their  valor  and  in  God. 

On  receiving  the  paper,  therefore,  my  only  duty 
was  to  report  a  copj'  of  it  to  the  president,  for  com- 
munication to  the  house,  in  answer  to  their  call. 
On  perusal  of  it,  I  found  that  it  was  marked  dupli' 
cate,  but  not  pnvate,  and  that  it  bore  date  ••Paris, 
11  February,  1822." 

My  first  impression  certainly  was,  that  the  error 
of  this  <late  was  in  the  time,  and  not  in  the  place.  I 
supposed  it  an  inadvertency,  such  as  not  unfre- 
quently  happens  in  copying  papers  of  date  other 
than  the  current  year,  which,  in  the  hurry  of  writ- 
ing, is  substituted  unconsciously  for  the  date  of  the 
original.  I  did  not  then  perceive  that  the  word 
copy  had  been  written  close  at  the  side  of  the  word  ! 
duplicate  and  scraped  out.  The  erasure  had  beea 
made  witii  a  cautious  and  delicate  hand:  its  attenua- 
tion  of  the  texture  of  the  paper  was  not  percepti«j 
hie  to  an  unsuspecting  eye;  and,  in  the  freshness  oi 
the  ink  when  performed,  must  have  appeared  tQ| 
be  complete.  In  the  progress  of  blackening,  inci- 
dental to  ink  after  it  has  been  some  days  written 
upon  paper,  the  traces  of  the  word  soon  becarrte 
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perceptihle,  and  are  now  Apparent  upon  its  face.' 
Both  the  words,  the  date,  and  the  whole  letter,  are 
in  tlie  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Kussell. 

On  reading  the  letter  through,  I  found  it  had 
been  composed  with  a  view  to  be  received  and  un 
derstoad  as  if  all  written  at  Pans  in  February,  1815 
Yet  I  was  confident  it  had  not  all  been  so  written. 
1  was  particularly  struck  with  the  ibliowing  pas- 
sages.    "I  will  frankly  avow,  however,  that  my  im 
♦•pressions  were,  and  still  are,  that  Great  Kritain, 
"calculating  on  the  success  of  the  powerful  expe- 
<<dition  which  she  has  sent  against  New-Orleans, 
"confidently  expected  that  slie  would  have  become 
"the  mistress  of  Louisiana,  and  ail  its  waterb;  and 
"that  she  did  not,  in  this  event,  intend  to  abandon 
"her  conquest  under  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
««Ghent  " 

"//■»/je/>e  disappointed  in  her  views  on  Louisiana, 
"and  I  trust  in  God  and  the  valor  of  the  west  that 
f'she  -will  be,  I  shall  not  be  surprised,  if,  hereafter,  she 
•'grants  us  the  fishing  privilege,  which  costs  her 
"absolutely  nothing,  without  any  extravagant  equi 
"valent  whatever." 

"At  any  rate,  we  are  still  at  liberty  to  neffociate  for 
^'that  privilege,  and  to  offer  for  it  an  equivalent, 
"fair  in  its  comparative  value,  and  just  in  its  rela 
«'tive  effects  " 

"I  trust  in  Con  she  vfitL  be"— in  a  letter  dated 


Paris,  11  February,  1822— signed  Jonathan  Russell 
—addressed  to  the  bon.  James  Monroe,  secretary 
of  state— and  delivered  by  Mr.  Russell  to  be  com 
municated  to  the  house  of  representatives,  in  an 
9wer  to  a  call  suggested  by  himself  for  a  letter 
written  by  him  in  1815!  And  Mr.  Russell  charges 
tne  with  disingeimousness  for  communicating  this 
paper  to  the  house!  And  Mr.  Russell  talks  of  re- 
spect for  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales/  I  am  in  the  judgment  of  my  '■ountry,  upon 
this  state  of  facts.  But  as  for  Mr.  Hussell,  when  he 
wrote  that — "I  trust  in  God  she  will  be"— and  came 
to  the  name  of  Gou— did  not  the  pen  drop  from  his 
hand.' 

I  took  the  letter  to  the  president, and, expressing 
to  him  my  suspicion  that  the  above  passage  parti- 
cularly had  never  been  written  at  Paris,  requested 
him  to  cause  search  to  be  made  among  his  private 
papers  for  the  original  letter,  if  there  ever  had 
been  one.     The  search  was  accordingly  made,  and 
the  letter  was  found.  On  comparing  them  together, 
I  immediately  perceived  that  the  sriginalwasmark- 
eil  private,-  which  the  duplicate  was  not.     I  turned 
immediately  to  the  prophesies  of  the  duplicate:  in 
the  original  they  were  not.  I  looked  to  the  passage 
in  the  duplicate,  which  represents  the  fishing  pri 
Tilege,  not  only  as  utterly  insignificant,  and  trifling 
in  value,  but  a?  having  been  proved  to  be  so  by 
the  best  information  "we  (the  plenipotentiaries  at 
Ghent)  could  obtain  on  the  subject."     There  was  a 
whole  system  of  misrepresentation  in  these  words 
•we  could  obtain :  for  they  represented  the  incorrect 
estimate  of  the  value  of  the  fishing  privilege  which 
they  introduced,  as  the  result  of  inf  t-mation  ob 
tained  by  the  whole  mission  at  Ghent,  as  having 
been  there  discussed,  and  as  aggravating  the  wrong 
of  the  majority,  in  offering  so  extravagant  an  equi- 
valent, for  what  they  knew,  upon  their  own  inqui- 
ries, to  be  of  so  little  value.     Knowing,  as  I  did, 
that  the  information  was  all  misinformation;  that 
no  information  concerning  the  value  of  the  privi- 
lege had  been,  or  co.uld  have  been,  obtained  by  the 
joint  mission;  and  that,  excepting  some  doubts  as 
to  its  value  expressed,   not  by  Mr.  Russell,  it  had 
never  been  even  a  subject  of  conversation  in  the 
mipsion — I  turnetj  to  the  real  letter  from  Paris,  to 


see  how  the  writer  had  expressed  himself  there? 
and  found  he  had  written,  "according  to  the  best 
information  that  /  can  obtain  on  the  subject."     I 
saw  immediately  that  all  that  tale  about  the  obscu- 
rity and  humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  in  the  high 
northern  latitudes,   to  degrade  the  value  of  the 
Labrador  fishery,  was  not  in  the  original  even  pre- 
tended to  have  been  information  sought  or  obtain- 
ed by  the  joint  mission;  that  the  discovery  which  it 
disclosed  was  not  pretended  to  have  been  ever 
made  known  to  the  mission;  that  the  fogs,  so  per- 
nicious  to  the  curing  of  the  fish,  were  in  the  ori- 
ginal letter,  if  not  merely  the  vapors  of  Mr.  Rus- 
sell's imagination,  at  least  no  more  than  the  result 
of  the  best  information  that  he  could  obtain.     And 
1  instantly  saw,  too,  the  motives  for  the  substitution 
of  the  words,  ive  could  in  tiie  duplicate,  for  the 
words  I  can,  in  the  original.     As  the  original  had 
been  written,  the  bill  of  indictment  which  it  virtual- 
ly contained  against  the  majority  of  the  mission, 
left  them  at  liberty  to  say,  in  their  defence,  that  if 
they  had  overrated  the  value  of  the  fishing  liberty, 
it  had  been  at  least  an  honest  error.     It  left  them 
at  liberty  to  inquire,  why  Mr.  Russsll,  in  their  dis- 
cussions upon  the  fishery  question,  had  not  revealed 
to  them  this  great  discovery  of  obscurity  and  hu- 
midity and  incessant  fogs,  which  lessened  so  much 
the  value  of  the  fishing  liberty.     The  ~.ue  could,  of 
the  duplicate,  took  from  them  all  such  means  of  de- 
fence.    It  represented  them  as  having  wilfully  sin- 
ned against  their  better   knowledge;    as  having 
sought  information  of  the  value  of  the  fishing  liber- 
ty~as  havmg  obtainedproof  of  its  worthlessne.ss — 
and  yet,  as  having  persisted  in  offering  for  it  an 
equivalent  which  was  to  let  in  British  smugglers, 
British  emissaries,  and  all  the  horrors  of  Indian 
warfare,  upon  the  unoffending  inhabitants  of  the 
west.     Was  this  one  of  those  corrections  which 
Mr.  Russell  believed  himself  permitted  to  make, 
which  appeared  to  him  proper,  to  exhibit  his  case 
most  advantageously  before  the  tribunal  of  the 
publiei" 

Proceeding  in  the  comparison  between  the  two 
papers,  when  I  came  to  that  sumblime  panegyric 
upon  the  fishermen,  to  atone  for  the  absolute  sur- 
render and  eager  sacrifice  of  their  liberties;  to  that 
cheering  cup  of  consolation  doled  out  to  them  as  a 
peace  ottering  for  the  extinguishment,  as  far  as  Mr. 
Uussell's  labors  could  avail,  of  their  means  of  sub- 
sistence— "that  the  essential  security  and  prospert- 
"ty  of  the  many,  must  be  preferred  to  the  conve- 
"nieuce  and  minor  interests  of  the  few;"  to  that 
swelling  peal  of  self  applause,  for  early  preposses- 
sions silenced,  and  local  predilections  subdued — 
all  substituted,  in  the  duplicate,  for  a  mere  post- 
scripted  trust,  in  the  original,  that  his  arqrument  to 
ikmonstrate  the  abrogation  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  by 
the  war,  and  the  consequent  discontinuance  of  the 
fshinff  privilege,  would  not  be  ascribed  to  nny  Ao«- 
<j7%  to  those  interested  in  it — the  mingled  emotions 
at  the  bottom  of  the  soul  of  the  writer,  betrayed 
by  these  self-acc<ising,  and  self-extolling  variations 
from  his  letter  as  it  had  been  originiilly  written,  ex- 
cited in  my  mind  a  sentiment  too  much  cheered 
with  merriment,  and  too  much  mitlg.atcd  by  com. 
passion,  for  anger  to  have  in  it  any  part.  But  when, 
in  place  of  a  paragraph  in  the  original  letter,  ex- 
pressly declaring  that  he  had  believed,  with  the 
majority,  that  the  jjroporitions  relating  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi  and  to  the  fisheries,  "vio- 
lated in  no -way  our  instructions,"  I  found  foisted  into 
the  duplicate  a  paragraph,   accusing  the  majority 
not  only  of  the  violation  of  their  instructions,  bu' 
of  a  wilful  and  wanton  violation  of  them,  as  lindev- 
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stood  by  themselves;  and  to  support  this  interpo- 
lated charge,  a  cancelled  paragraph  of  instructions 
solemnly  cited,  of  which  he  had,  within  two  nionths, 
obtained  from  the  archives  of  the  department  two 
successive  copies — let  me  candidly  confess  that  the 
sentiment  uppermost  in  my  mind  was  indignation. 
Mr.  IkiisscU  comments  upon  the  infirmities  of  my 
temper,  and  says,  that  wlien  afterwards  I  pointed 
out  to  him,  face  to  face,  tiiese  palter inj^s  of  his 
own  hand  writing,   and  gave  him  proof  from  the 


logy  for  it,  by  imputing  to  me  a  design  to  entrap 
tiinj,  by  the  alteration  of  the  date  of  his  duplicate, 
irom  l'S22  to  1S16,  and  then  to  1815,  mude  at  the 
department.  'I'liese  alter.itions  were  made,  like  the 
application  of  Mr.  Brent  to  Mr.  Husstll  for  the  du. 
plicate,  luithout  my  knoiuledqe,  and  happened  trius. 

Alter  comparing  the  two  papers  together,  I  gave 
tiie  duplicate  to  Mr.  liailey,  for  a  copy  of  it  to  be 
made,  to  be  reported  to  the  president,  for  C')m''^u- 
nication  to  the  house,     Mr.  BaiUy  gave  it  t"  be 


records  of  the  department,  that  the  instructions  j  copied  to  ,Mr.  Thomas  Thruslon,  a  clerk  in  the  de- 
cited  by  him  in  support  of  his  charge  against  his  partment,  a  young  man  of  a  frnr  and  honorable 
coUeigues  had  been  cancelled  at  the  time  to  which  )  mind.  Perceiving  the  date  of  the  letter  to  be.  "Pu- 
tlie  charge  applied,  I  was  not  in  a  humor  to  listen  ;  ris,  11th  February,  1S?2,"  ar.d  knowin?  th.at  Mr. 
to  him  even  with  civility.  This  I  deny.  I  did  listen  I  l.'usseil  had  been  through  the  whole  of  that  iTumth 
to  him  with  civility.  The  reason  th.-.t  he  assigned  ;  attending  congress  in  this  city;  not  suspecting 'or  a 
to  me  for  the  variance  between  his  original  and  Ins  '  moment  that  tliis  date  had  been  desigii-^illy  assum- 
duplioate  was,  that  the  whole  of  the  original  draft,  cd  by  Mr.  Kusseli,  he  consulted  Vir  Ikent,  who, 
for  which  he  had  sent  to  Mendon,  had  i\ot  been ,  concluding  wiili  hiiTi  tliat  the  dute  of  the  ymr  was 
found,  auii  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  make  up,  an  inadvertency,  authorised  him  to  rectify  it  m  the 
the  two  last  leaves  from  memory.  He  said,  tro,  that  |  copy.  Mr.  fhruston  thought  that  he  miglU  extend 
there  was  no  material  variation  oi  facts,  as  repre-ithat  kindnesss  to  Mr.  liussell  further,  by  makmg 
sented  in  the  two  papears.  He  said,  as  he  sa>s  in  j  the  same  cliange  in  the  paper  itself.  He  passed 
the  Boston  Statesman,  that  he  had  felt  himstlf  at  j  his  pen,  tiierefore,  through  the  figures  1822,  and 
liberty  to  alter  the  paper  to  make  his  case  better  wrote  over  them  1816,  thinking  that  was  the  year 
for  the  public  eye.  He  said  he  had  never  written  :  in  which  the  letter  ia  as  v^^ritten.  This  c'laige  was 
against  tue  anonymously  in  the  newspapers,  and ,  not  only  made  witliout  my  knowledge,  but  when 
intimated  th..t,  in  the  year  1816,  when  I  was  in  Eu-.  made  known  to  me  was  disapproved  by  me.  Mr. 
rope,  there  had  appeared  in  the  Boston  Centinel  a  I  Brent  supposed  that  all  wou^d  be  set  right  by 
paragraph,  charging  him  witli  having  been  willing,  making  known  the  alteration  to  Mr.  Russtdl  him- 
at  Ghent,  to  give  u])  the  fislieries — a  thing  of  which  ,  self,  and  obtaining  his  consent  to  the  rectification 
1  had  never  before  heard.  He  assured  me  that,  in  !  of  the  date  of  the  year.  He  did  so;  and  Mr  R'-'s- 
bringing  his  letter  before  the  public,  his  motive  j  sell  not  only  ;r> proved  of  the  changf,  but  brought 
had  not  been  to  combine  with  my  enemies  to  ruin!  his  original  draft  to  tiie  department,  and  shewed 
my  reputation.  To  ail  all  this  I  did  listen  with  per-  { the  date  of  it  to  Mr.  Brent,  to  confirm  the  second 
feet  civility  and  composure;  and  the  last  words  with  I  correction.  I  only  ask,  how  intense  must  be  the 
which  I  parted  from  him,  however  painful  to  him  I  pressure  of  that  conscousr^s^,  wliich  attempfs  to 
and  myself,   were  not  wanting  in  civility.     They  i  palliate  the  variations  in  Mi.  Uussell's  two  papers, 


are  clearly  impressed  upon  my  memory,  and  1  trust 
thev  are  upon  his.  He  is  at  liberty  to  publish  tliem 
if  he  tliinks  fi',  as  they  were  spoken,  I  .should  not 
have  alluded  to  them  here  but  for  his  charge  of  in- 
civihtv,  which  is  as  groundless  as  all  the  other 
charges  of  which  he  has  been  the  willing  bearer 
against  me. 

But  Mr.  Russell  did  not  say,  that  he  had  under- 
stood the  application  from  Mr.  Brent  to  him,  to 
know  whether  he  could  furnish  the  duplicate  of  the 
letter  called  for  by  the  house,  had  been  made  with 
my  pi'ivity,  or  by  my  authority.  He  did  not  say 
that  it  had  not  been  his  intention  to  deliver  it  as  a 
duplicate.  He  did  not  say  that  he  had  purposely 
dated  it  "Paris,  11th  Februarj',  1822,"  to  give  notice 
that  it  was  not  the  letter  written  by  him  in  1815, 
called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  house.  He  did 
not  say  that  it  was  at  my  option  whether  to  com- 
municate it  to  the  house  or  not;  nor  did  he  insinu. 
ate  that  the  alteration  at  the  department  of  the 
date  from  1822,  first  to  1816,  and  then  to  1815,  had 
been  made  without  his  approbation  or  consent.  To 
all  this  he  knew  the  refutation  was  too  near  at  hand 
to  admit  of  its  being  said  at  that  time  and  place. 
As  to  his  giving  e.\planations  to  me,  what  expla- 
nation could  he  give.'  What  explanation  has  he 
given  to  the  public.''  The  call  of  the  house  was  for  a 
specfical  paper  written  by  him— he  had  furnished 
a  paper  as  a  duplicate  of  it,  in  his  own  hand  writ- 
ing. It  had  been  detected  as  apnpcr,  so  much  the 
same,  and  yet  so  diilereiu,  that  it  was  susceptible 
of  no  explanation  coiisistent  with  fair  dealing:  and 
the  expedients  to  which  Mr.  Russell  is  reduced,  in 
attempting  to  account  for  it  now,  afford  the  most 
unanswerable  proof,  that  he  has  for  it  no  honest 
expl'vnation  to  give.  He  dcsperatdy  seeks  an  apo 


by  representing  incideiUs  Ilk?  these,  as  craft }■  wiles 
of  mine, to  insure  his  Innocence? 

Mr.  Russell  complains  tf.at,  after  the  oriirinal  of 
his  letter  had  been  found,  the  duplicate  should  have 
been  communicated  to  the  house  at  al!.  He  com- 
plains  tliat  I  should  have  presumed  to  make  remarks 
upon  both  of  them.  He  complains  that  I  went  to 
the  house  of  representatives  on  the  6th  of  .May,  and 
there,  in  person,  sought  for  a  member  who  would 
consent  to  make  the  call  which  was  necessary  for 
the  official  publication  of  my  personal  remarks.  As 
usual,  part  of  these  statements  is  true,  and  part  is 
not — my  call  at  the  hou.se  of  representatives  on  the 
6th  of  May,  was  accidental;  being  on  my  return 
from  witnessing  the  experiment  of  com.  Rodger's 
noble  invention  at  the  navy  yard.  I  did  not  there 
seek  for  a  member  who  would  consent  to  make  the 
call.  I  never  asked  any  member  to  make  the  calU 
though  I  told  several  members,  who  spoke  to  me 
on  the  subject  there  and  elsewhere,  that  it  was  my 
■wixh  the  documents  should  be  communicated  to  the 
house.  The  president's  message  to  the  house,  of 
the  4th  of  .May,  which  Mr.  Russell  had  seen  before 
he  left  the  city,  had  informed  the  house  of  my  de- 
sire that  the  letter  should  be  communicated,  toge- 
ther with  a  communication  from  me  respecting  it. 

The  truth  is,  that  my  desire  for  the  communica- 
tion'W  Mr.  RusselPs  letter  to  the  house  had  com- 
menced on  the  same  day  that  his  own  had  ceased. 
Mr.  Russell,  from  the  26th  of  January  to  the  22d  of 
.•Xpril,  had  been  indefatigable  in  his  exertions  to 
bring  this  letter  before  co;igress  and  the  public. 
He  had  procured  tlie  original  draught  of  it  from 
-Mendon;  he  had  procured  the  call  for  it  from  the 
house;  he  had  en^lured  the  toil  of  re-writing,  with 
his  own  hail  1,  at  least  once,  a  litter  of  -ievcn  folio 
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sheets  of  paper;  he  had  brought  and  dt- Uvered  it 


men.ber,  that,  if  the  original  alone  hud  been  com- 
mtmicated,  he  would  l:ave  been  deprived  of  the 
benefit  oi'  ''those  cnrrectiuus  of  the  copy  in  possession,, 
-luhich  appeared  to  him  proper  to  exhibit  his  case  most 
advnntngeously  before  the  tribunal  of  the  public." 

Mr.  Hiiss-U  IS  mistaken  in  supposing  that  I  at- 
tach liny  inipr.rtaiice  to  his  protest,  as  adding  au- 
thenticulion  to  his  professions,  or  proving  his  sin- 
cerity. What  difference  can  there  be  between  the 
word  of  a  man.  without  or  without  protest,  who, 
le  obj'.-ction  to  its  being  communicated.  He  j  after  writing  the  word  duplicate  upon  a  letter  writ- 
ten and  signed  by  himself,  to  be  communicated  as 
a  public  document  to  a  legislative  body,  tells  tlie 
public  that  he  gave  no/iir/Acr- intimation,  much  less 
an  assurance,  that  it  ions  sd,  and  avows  that  it  iva^ 
not  so?  If  the  name  of  Ood,  under  Mr.  Russell's 
pen,  could  not  deter  him  from  converting  the  past 
into  the  future,  that  he  might  enjoy  the  lienors  of 
propiiesy,  and  couple  with  his  trust  in  the  Diety  his 
confidence  in  the  valor  of  tiie  west,  what  excuse 
could  I  have  for  considering  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
Russell  as  either  more  or  less  sincere  for  beinV 

O 

backed  by  his  protest? 


with  his  own  hand  at  tiie  deparlment.  At  the  mo 
nu-nl  of  fruition  liis  appetite  fuds  him.  Doubts  of 
Gonseijuences,  to  himself -ds  well  as  to  others,  seem 
to  fl:ish  across  his  mind.  He  leaves  the  p.Apvrr—  for 
what?  For  communication  to  the  liouse.  in  answer 
to  tl.eir  call?  No!  "'i'o  ])ut  it  in  the  power  o/'t/)s/)er- 
son  rjho  mii^ht  consider  himself  the  most  liable  to  be  uf 
Jectcd  oy  its  pnblicatirm"  ■-  for  the  "previous  exami 
nai!(>n  u'.d  conseiii  (>f  the  ADVf.iisK  p.iiiTT.  He  seems 
to  inv 

is  quite  indifferent  whether  it  be  communicated  or 
no'>,  and,  if  not  communicated,  he  desires  thxt  it 
m.iv  be  returned  to  him.  Hut,  to  make  its  terrors 
irresistible,  he  bus  double  and  treble  charged  it 
wit!'  criminutiun  of  violated  instructions;  and,  to 
vo.Ki'  his  chavges,  has  twice  armed  himself  with 
off  .1  copiesfrom  the  department,  of  the  cancelled 
pui't.  cflhe  instructions  ot  15ih  April,  1813. 

I  had  never  wished  for  the  communication  to  the 
house  or  to 'he  public  of  the  letter,  until  I  had  seen 
it.  The  :•'  :t  of  its  perusal  upon  my  mind  was, 
cer'i.  -ly,  u\'  rj-nt  from  wlmi  Mr.  Hussull  appears 
luti"-. rutod.  I  saw  at  once  what  it  was  and 
it  meant.  I  also  saw,  in  a  gre.at  measure, 
Ts  writer  wi'.s.  which  I  had  never  seen  before, 
t  discovery  of  the  original  letter,  two  days 
■  sclosed  W'.m  to  me  in  all  his  g'ory.  In  tlie 
;=:  velatioiit  between  us.  I  remembered  what 
\.u\  been  to  me,  ai-.d  what  I  bad  been  to  him,  for 
ihan  twelve  yo'srs  bei.re,  until,  and  includ- 
thiit  very  mormi-.;.:.  i  saw  that  he  was  now  ta 
be,  in  substance  and  in  !nient,my  accuser,  and  that 
of  e  colleiiP^ues  with  'a  horn  I  had  acted,  btfore  the 
house,  of  wliich  he  was  a  member,  and  before  the 
naticn.  In  the  origin  il,  he  had  been  a  secret  ac- 
cuser, under  tiie  mask  of  sell  vindication.  In  the 
duplicate  he  laid  aside  the  mask,  though  not  the 
professions  of  i:;;ttigned  respect;  and  to  all  the  se- 
cret discolorings  of  the  conduct  and  opinions  of 
}iis  colle: /,.!C-s,  I'.ad  added  the  iiexv  and  direct 
cViar;.';e  of  a  wanton  and.  wilful  violation  ot  their  in- 
siructions,  as  understood  by  themselves.  To  have 
shrunk  fiom  ih-se  chHi-ges  wouln,  in  my  estimation, 
have  been  cquix.deiu  to  ^n  admission  of  their  truth. 
To  have  supprcsstd  them,  after  the  prying  curi- 
osity, which  iv'.d  h)ng  been  slimula'ed,  to  see  this 
mysterious  arid  fearful  letter,  would  have  been  im- 
possible. No  h<-norab!e  course  was  left  me  hut 
that  of  meet«ig  the  adteusz  I'AHTr  on  the  scene 
which  he  himself  had  selected  for  his  operations; 
anil  I  knew  that  little  more  would  be  necessary  fo> 


to 

wl. 

ar  ' 

af!.. 

pr; 

he 

m^: 

ins-, 


''  To  a  add  perfume  to  the  violet 
"  Is  wasteful  and  ridiculous  excess.'* 

Rut  if  Mr.  Russell,  after  delivering,  on  the  22d  oF 
.\prii,  his  duplicate  at  the  department  of  state,  and 
especially  after  he  knew  that  the  original  had  been 
found,  was  no  longer  solicitous  that  either  of  them 
siiould  be  communicated  to  the  house,  he  had  nei- 
ther giving  up  the  inclination  nor  the  intention  of 
appearing  before  the  jiublic,  as  the  accuser  of  his 
colleagues  of  the  majority  at  Ghent. 

He  left  the  city  of  VVasiiington  on  the  5th  May> 
t'.ie  day  after  the  house  of  representatives  hati  re- 
ceived  the  president's  answer  to  the  call  of  the  I9th 
of  April — with  that  answer  the  president  commu- 
nicated to  the  house  my  report  to  him,  which  had 
been  accnmj)anied  by  a  copy  of  the  dup'icate  lei't 
liy  Mr  Uussel  at  the  department  for  communication, 
liut  the  ])resident  did  not  communicate  the  copy  cF 
the  duplicate  itself.  He  informed  the  house  that 
the  oris;inal  had  also  been  found — that  it  had  been 
marked  as  a  private  letter  by  the  writer  himself — 
that  it  disclosed  dijl'erenres  of  opinion  wi  ich  would 
naturally  call  for  answers  liom  those  Implicated  bv 
it;  and  t'.iat  1,  as  one  of  them,  had  already  requested 
that  it  might  be  communicated,  together  with  my 
remarks  upon  it.  Under  those  circumstances  the 
president  declined  communicating  the  letter  called 
for,  unless  the  house,  upon  :i  knowledge  of  them, 


my  own  vindication,  and  tliat  of  my  collccgnes,  in  i  should  desire  it — in  which  ca?e,  he  informed  tiiem 
the  minds  of  all  impartial  men,  itidii,  from  the  ma 
terials  furnished  by  Mr.  Ihissell  himself,  to  expose 
to  the  house,  at  once,  tlie  character  of  the  accusa- 
tion and  of  thf^  accuser.  I  did,  therefore,  desire 
that  both  the  letters  of  Mr.  Uiissc  11,  and  my  remarks 
upon  them,  should  be  communicated  to  the  house; 
but,  even  then,  if  Mr.  Russell,  instead  of  affecting 
indifference,  had  fairly  acknowledged  his  error  and 
requ.sted  that  the  papers  might  not  be  communi- 
cated, I  would  have  joined  him  in  that  request  to 
the  president. 

P.oth  the  letters  were  communicated  to  the  house 
—both  were  strictly  within  the  call  of  their  resoiu 
tion,  which  was  for  'Uivy  fe'ter  wliich  m.iy  have  been 
received  \'\-im\  .lonathan  Russell,  in  conformity  with 
the  indications  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  'J5th  of 
Occen^ber,  1314."  I  remarked  upon  both;  and  if 
that  l-.as  proved  a  mortification  to  Mr.  Russell,  he 
should  recollect  that  he  brought  it  upon  himself. 
It  was  his  fault  that  there  was  any  difference  be- 
-ween  them  to  remarjc  upon.    He  should  also  rc- 


ihat  it  would  be  co.nmunicated,  together  with  my 
report  upon  it. 

All  this  was  known  to  Mr.  Russell  when  he  left 
the  city;  and  it  is  pr-  sumcd  (lia*  he  al^o  knew  that 
the  call  for  the  letter  would  not  be  renewed  by  the 
mover  of  the  resohiiion  of  the«l9th  of  April;  yet 
Mr.  Russell  went  to  i'hil.idelphia,  and  there  caused 
to  be  printed  in  the  National  Gazette  of  the  lOlli 
of  May,  another  v(irr:ty  of  his  letter  of  1 1th  February 
1S15,  from  Paris,  to  .Mr.  Miinroe — still  differing 
from  the  original— ditTcring  also  from  the  duplicate 
which  he  had  deiiv.red  at  tlie  department,  but  sa- 
tisfictordy  proving  with  what  ingenuity  he  had  tolJ 
m^  tliat  the  two  last  leaves  of  his  original  draught 
liad  not  been  found  at  .Mendon,  and  that  he  liad 
been  obliged  to  supply  their  contents  in  the  dupli- 
cate from  memory — the  tiipilicate  of  the  Natiomii 
GaX'  tte  w:is  accompanied  by  an  editorial  article, 
.vouching  for  its  autiienticity  as  a  copy — vcuchinir, 
from  good  authority,  that  Mr.  Rus.;ell  had  no  share  in 
the  c  ;il  (of  (.he  house  of  I9ih  of  April)  for  the  pri- 
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vate  letter— and  commenting  in  a  style,  the  apolo- 
getical  character  of  which  indicates  its  origin,  upon 
the  privacy,  which,  it  urged,  was  not  secrecy, 
of  the  letter;  upon  the  professions  of  Mr.  llussell's 
respect  for  his  colleagues  in  the  letter,  and  upon 
the  frequency  ot  such  personal  and  separate  expla 
nations  in  the  annals  of  diplomacy — all  this,  upon 
the  face  of  it,  came  directly  or  indirectly  from  Mr. 
Russell  himself.  The  letter,  as  published  in  the 
National  Gazette,  was  not  marked  private,  as  the 
original  had  been,  which  was  now  known  from  the 
president's  message.  It  had  discarded  the  pane- 
gyric upon  the  disfranchised  fishermen  -the  self- 
€ulogium  for  enlarged  patriotism  and  subdued  pre- 
dilections and  prepossessions — the  prophetic  uispi- 
rations,  and  the  trust  in  God  and  in  the  valor  of 
the  west,  which  were  in  the  duplicate  and  not  in 
the  original.  It  had  stripped  off' all  the  cumulative 
epithets  added  in  the  duplicate  to  the  charg«  of  a 
wilful  violation  of  instructions — it  had  even  dismis- 
sed the  charge  of  having  violated  their  instructions 
relating  to  the  Mississippi,  as  construed  by  them- 
selves, and  the  emphatic  citation  of  the  explicit  and 
implicit  CANCELLED  instructions  of  15th  of  April, 
1813.  But  it  had  retained  the  interpolation  of  "«»e 
directly  violated  our  instructions,"  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  "we  could"  for  "I  can,"  in  tliat  luminous 
exposition  of  atmospheric  humidities  and  incessant 
fogs  which  had  been  discovered  to  have  so  nearly 
annulled  the  vahie  of  the  Labrador  fishery;  and  al- 
tho'  the  cancelled  instructions  were  no  longer  cited 
in  the  text  of  the  letter,  yet,  to  support  the  remnant 
of  the  interpolated  charge,  that  they  had  been  vio- 
Jated,  they  were  expressly  subjoined  as  an  appen- 
dage to  the  publication,  with  an  abundance  of  itali- 
oised  words  to  point  out  the  heinousness  of  this 
violation;  and  this  was  after  the  interview  in  which 
I  had  shewn  to  Mr.  Russell,  at  the  department, 
the  record,  not  only  of  the  letter  of  the  4th  of 
October,1814,  to  the  commissioners,  which  had  not, 
but  that  of  the  letter  of  the  19lh  October,  1814, 
which  had  been  received  before  the  proposal  upon 
which  the  charge  of  violation  rested,  had  been 
made  to  the  British  plenipotentiaries.  The  trip- 
licate of  the  National  Gazette  had  restored  the 
postscript  of  the  origin^!,  which  had  been  dis- 
missed from  the  duplicate,  containing  the  three 
hopeful  OTHEU  ways  of  proceeding  devised  by  Mr. 
Russell's  resources  of  negociation,  two  months  af- 
ter the  negociation  was  over,  instead  of  the  course 
which  we  did  pursue,  the  word  other  only  being 
omitted.  The  triplicate  of  the  National  Gazette,  in 
short,  proved  that  the  original  draught  from  Men- 
don  had  been  complete;  and  that  all  its  own  inter 
polations  as  well  as  those  of  the  duplicate,  and  its 
omissions,  had  been  owing,  not  to  deficiencies  of 
memory,  but  to  superfluities  of  invention. 

Such  is  the  true  history  of  the  tactics  of  Mr.  Rus- 
sell,  in  bringing  before  the  house  of  representatives 
and  the  nation,  his  impeachment  of  his  colleagues, 
the  majority  of  the  Ghent  mission — that  it  was  such 
Qf  me,  is  fully  admitted  by  himself  in  the  Boston 
Statesman,  by  styling  me  the  adverse  party,  and  in 
that  publication  he  sufficiently  indicates  his  dispo- 
sition in  the  progress  of  his  operations  to  concen- 
trate his  charges  against  me  alone.  Be  it  so.  In 
my  remarks  upon  the  original  and  duplicate  of  his 
accusatory  letter  I  styled  it  a  laborious  tissue  of  mis- 
representations. He  complains  of  this  as  of  virulence 
and  acrimony,  which  he  boasts  of  not  having  return, 
ed.  If  virulence  and  acrimony  had  no  other  vehi 
clethan  harsh  language,  if  they  could  be  disguis  d 
under  professions  of  unfeigned  respect,  iiowever 
eaatiou^ly  Mr.  Eiiasel  bad  a{>3t«ii\ed  froRi  t:ljem  yi 


his  original  letter  from  Paris,  he  had  been  muck 
less  observant  of  that  decorum  in  the  duplicate, 
prepared  with  new  relishes  of  crimination  to  suit 
J  the  appetite  of  political  hatred;  and  the  publica- 
jtion  in  the  Boston  Statesman  is  by  no  mtans  spar- 
iing  either  of  virulence  or  acrimony  ag<iinst  .ne. — 
I  V\\i:  whole  tenor  of  his  argument  in  tlie  original  let- 
ter,  against  his  colleagues,  <vas  sneering  a^id  surcas- 
Itic.  In  the  Boston  Statesma  •,  besidtsdirct  charges 
agaidst  me,  of  disingenumisness,  of  having  niad;.  an 
.  unpnncipled  and  unprovjfced   attack  upon    nim,  of 
i  disrespect  to  the  house  of  representatives,  of  infir- 
mities of  ismper  and  taslo,  andof  bfingadreaming^ 
visionary,  he  tries  even  the  temper  of  his  wii  to  as- 
sail me,  and  by  .i  hc^avy  joke  upon  an  expresJMR 
lUsel  in  my  remarks,  uululges  lus  ovva  instinct  or 
misquotiiig  my  words  to  make  them  appear  ridicu- 
I  loos.     If  this  bt  Vlr.  R  issell's  aiildness  and  mode- 
ration, it  lo  iks  very  much  like  the  virulence  and 
t.icrimony  of  others.     In  the  transactions  jf  hiimau 
:  society  there  are  deeds  of  which  no  adequate  idea 
iCan  be.  conveyed  in  the  terms  of  cour.esy  or  ur- 
j  b:mity;  yet  I  admit  the  obligation  of  a  public  man  to 
!  meet   with   coolness  and  self-command  ,  le   vilest 
I  artifices,  even  of  fi- lud     rl    ■ili^  loj   lim 

j  of  the  most  precious  of  human  possessions,  his 
good  name — "thrice  happy  they  wlio  ji.isler  so 
tlieir  blood."  If,  in  my  rormer  remarks  upon  .Mr. 
llussell's  Jsnusfaced  letter,  or  in  this  reJuiation  of 
his  new  and  direct  personal  attack  upon  my  repu- 
tatio.i,  I  have,  even  in  word,  transgressed  tie  rule 
of  decency,  which,  under  every  provocation,  it  is 
still  the  duty  of  my  station  and  of  my  character  t© 
observe,  though,  unconscious,  myself,  of  the  of- 
fence, I  submit  to  the  impartial  judgment  of  othe""?, 
and  throw  myself  upon  the  candor  of  my  country 
for  its  forgiveness.  ;  his  paper  has  beeii  confined 
to  a  demonstration  of  the  frailty  or  the  pliability  of 
.Mr.  Russell's  memory,  iii  relation  to  facts  altogetlier 
recent.  A.s,  upon  an  issue  of  facts,  I  do  not  evea 
now  ask  that  my  word  alone  stiould  pass  for  conclu- 
sive, statements  of  .Mr.  Brent  and  Mr.  Bailey,  rela- 
tive to  the  production  of  Vlr.  Russell's  letter  be- 
fore the  house  of  representatives,  and  to  the  inci- 
dents from  which  Mr.  Russell  has  attempted  to  ex- 
tort a  charge  of  disingenuousness  against  me,  are 
subjoined.  My  only  wish  is,  that  they  should  be 
attentively  compared  with  Mr.  Russell's  narrative. 
In  another  paper  I  shall  prove  that  Mr  Russ.ll's 
reminiscences  of  the  proceedings  at  Ghent,  bear 
the  same  character  of  imagination  substituted  for 
memory;  and  that  what  he  calls  "the  real  history  of 
the  transactiori,"  ['.he  fishery  and  Mississippi  navi-- 
gation  proposal],  contradictory  to  the  statement 
which  I  had  made  in  my  remarks,  is  utterly  desti- 
tute of  foundation.  JO:iN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
Washington,  IZth  July,  1822. 

JMr.  Brent's  statement. 
On  the  20th  of  April  of  the  present  year,  I  cal- 
led upon  Mr.  Russell  at  his  lodgings  in  this  city, 
without  the  knowledge*  or  direction  of  any  other 
person  whatever,  to  inquire  of  him,  as  I  did,  whe- 
ther he  could  and  would  furnish  the  department  of 
state  with  a  copy  of  his  letter  froiu  Paris  to  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  which  was  referred  to  in  a  resolu- 
tion tliat  I  supposeri  to  be  then  on  Us  passage  (but 
which  had  actually  passed  the  day  before)  tlirough 
the  house  uf  representatives,  upon  t!ie  motion  of 
doctor  Floyd,  in  case  tlie  said  resolution  should  be 
adopted  by  the  house,  and  a  regular  application 
were  made  to  tii  n  for  it;  observing  to  him  distinct- 
ly, particularly,  howev  -T,  that  I  had  no  authority  to 
icpa^se  s^,Qh  a:»  application  myself » and  that  my  ?jf. 
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tire  object  was  to  ascertaiu  the  facts  just  slated. — 
Til  aiisvver  to  this  inquiry  Mr.  Russell  informed  rne 
rtiat  his  duiisjhter  had  recently  transmitted  to  him 
the  dratt  of  the  letter  in  question;  that  he  had  it 
thereby  in  his  power  to  give  a  transcript  of  it,  and 
would  set  about  making  one  immediately,  which, 
when  finished,  he  woidd  deliver  to  the  president. 
Upon  which  I  remarked,  that  tliis  seemed  to  be 
the  proper  course,  the  orirjinal  having  Been  ad- 
iiessed  to  liim,  the  president,  when  secretary  of 
state.     1  then  observed  to  Mr.  linssell,  that  he  had 
better  dehver  it  as  a  duplicate  lh,^n  as  a  copy;  that 
lie  knew  the  original  was  not  to  be  found  upon  the 
flies  of  the  department  of  state,  and  that  this  was 
the  common  form  with  regard  to  all  such  commu- 
nications.   He  seemed  plc;iscd  with  the  suggestion, 
and  said  that  he  would  conform  to  it,  without  giv- 
ing me  the  slighest  intimation  that  !ie  would  prefer 
giving  a  copy,  as  sucli,  or  that  he  would  furnish  any 
*)lher  than  a  duplicate  of  the  identical  letter  spoken 
ftf  and  referred  to,  which  had  been  transmitted  by 
hi.-n  from  i'aris  to  the  then  secretary  of  state.  I  was 
prompted  by  a  double  motive  to  this  inquiry — first, 
by  an  habitual  wish  that  the  deptirtmtnt  to  which  I 
belonged,  should   always  be  prepared  to  furnish 
what  migiit  be  required  of  it  by  the  liouse  of  re- 
presentatives; andj  secondly,  by  an  appre'iension 
that,  if  it  were  not  so  prepared  in  this  particular 
case,    U!  just  imputations  might  be  made  against 
tlie  head  of  that  department,  which  I  wns  desirous 
©f'  obviating.     In  this  interview  Mr.   Uuesell  told 
me  that  it  was  at  his  instance  doctor  Floyd   had 
submitted  his  last  resolution  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives; that  he  was  influenced,  himself,  by  the 
wish  that  his  letter  should  be  communicated  to 
congress,  for  his  justification  as  to  the  part  he  had 
feiken  in  the  negociation  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
wiih  regarul  to  the  fisheries;  but  that  the  same  gen- 
tleman's first  motion  upon  the  same  subject  was 
made  without  his  knowledge  or  advice.     On  the 
22d  of  the  same  mouth,  Mr.  Uussell  handed  to  me, 
in  my  room  at  the  department  of  state,  in  the  ab- 
.sence  of  the  fiecretary,  with  a  request  that  I  would 
deliver  it  over  to  him,  an   open  letter,  marked 
"duplicate,"  a  copy  cf  v.'hich   was  communicated 
by  the  president  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
on  the  7th  of  May  last;  observing,  when  he  did  so, 
that  he  felt  no  particular  solicitude  about  it,  and  re- 
questing that  it  might  be   returned  to  him,  if  not 
used  by  the  department.     A  day  or  two  afterwards 
this  paper  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Thniston,  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  office,  to  be 
copied-     I'erceiving  that  it  bore  date  at  Paris,  on 
the  nth  February,  1822,  wiien   Mr    Hussell  was 
known  to  be  attending  the  session  of  congress  in 
this  city,  as  a  member  of  tlie  house  of  representa- 
tives, this  young  gentleman  asked  my  advice  whe- 
ther he  should  insert  that  date  in  the  copy  or  not; 
and  I  tolil  him,  wiliiout  hesitation,  to  insert  1815 
instead  of  18-^2,  as  Mr.  Russell  had  evidently,  from 
inadvertence,  made  a  mistake  in  the  date.     Mr. 
Thruston  gave  it  that  date  accordingly,  and  made 
*  correspondent  alteration  in  the  paper  itself,  which 
he  was  transcribing,  under  the  impression  that  he 
was  likewise  authorized  to  do  so,  and  that  it  would 
never  produce  criticism  of  any  sort.     When  Mr. 
Adams  came  to  be  apprized  of  tiiese  circumstances, 
particularly  in  the  alteration   of  the  date  of  the 
"duplicate"  paper,  he  manifested  and  expressed 
much  turprise  and  displeasure  upon  the  occasion. 
But  Mr,  Russell,  whom  I  saw  immediately  after 
lliey  huppened,  and  to  whom  I  communicated  what 
had  been  done,  expressed  his  full  and  entire  ap 


office  the  draft  from  which  he  stated  the  "dupli- 
cate" was  prepared  by  him,  bearing  date  Paris, 
11th  February,  1815,  which  he  particularly  show- 
ed to  me,  as  a  corroborative  justification  to  the  de- 
partment of  state  for  the  alteration  that  had  been 
made  in  the  date  of  his  paper.  It  was  then,  ( think, 
that  I  informed  him  of  the  substitution  which  had 
been  made  in  the  office  copy  of  the  year  1815  for 
that  of  1816,  to  correct  our  own  mistake;  and  he 
authorized  and  requested  me  to  have  a  like  alter- 
ation n\ade  in  his  "duplicate,"  which  was  accord- 
ingly done.  Mr.  Russell  upon  this  occasion  again 
expressed  his  indifference  as  to  the  determination  of 
the  executive  with  regard  to  this  "duplicate,"  and 
repeated  his  request  that  it  should  be  returned  to 
him  if  not  used. 

In  one  of  our  conversations  I  asked  him  why  he- 
had  delivered  that  paper  to  me,  and  not  to  tlie  pre- 
sident, to  whom  he  said  he  would  deliver  it?  His 
reply  was,  that  he  had  done  so  because  he  deemed 
that  course  most  respectful  to  the  department  of 
state,  being  under  the  impression,  notwithstanding 
my  declaration  to  the  contrary,  that  I  had  sound- 
ed him  upon  the  subject  of  the  paper  in  questioa 
by  authority,  (meaning,  I  presumed,  by  direction 
of  the  secretary  of  state),  and  that  it  was  actually 
required  at  the  department  of  state. 

In  a  conversation  between  Mr.  Russell  and  my- 
self, on  the  Ist  May,  in  Mr  Bailey's  room,  at  the 
department  of  state,  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of 
that  gentleman,  he  fully  and  expressly  admitted  and 
confirmed  the  correctness  of  the  statement  given 
in  this  paperof  the  conversation  between  us  of  the 
20th  of  April,  at  his  lodgings,  with  regard  to  the 
facts  that  the  call  of  doctor  Floyd  for  his  letter  had 
been  made  at  his  suggestion,  and  that  I  mentioned 
to  him  I  had  no  authority  to  make  an  application  to 
him  for  a  copy  of  that  letter,  and  tiiat  I  made  none. 

DANIEL  BRENT. 
JVashington,  \Qth  Jahj,  1822 


j|rol>atioa  Qf  it;  ani  tli§  .aest  day  he  brought  to  tbe]  copy,  p.  59 


Jl/r.  Bailey's  statement. 
Several  days  after  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
of  17tli  January,  1822,  moved  by  Mr,  Floyd,  and 
calling  on  tlie  president  for  copies  of  certain 
papers  relative  to  the  negociations  at  Ghent,  but 
before  the  copies  had  been  communicated  to  the 
house,  Mr.  Russell,  of  the  house,  called  at  my  room 
in  the  department  of  state,  and  expressed  a  wish 
to  see  a  letter  addressed  by  himself,  separately,  at 
Ghent,  to  the  then  secretary  of  state.  He  stated  that 
the  present  secretary  of  state  had  mentioned  the 
letter  to  him,  and  had  desired  to  know  whether  it 
was  his  (Mr.  Russell's)  wish  that  this  letter  should 
be  communicated  to  the  house  with  other  papers 
embraced  by  the  above  call,  or  not.  This  letter 
(a  short  one,  dated  "Ghent  25th  December,  1814,")- 
was  accordingly  shown  to  Mr.  Russell  by  me,  in  a 
volume  containing  the  original  communications 
from  our  plenipoten'iaries  at  Ghent,  which  had 
been  bound  and  lettered  in  the  department  several 
years  before.  Mr,  liussell,  on  reading  the  letter, 
said  that  he  saw  no  objection  to  the  communication 
of  it,  and  asked  me  if  I  saw  any.  The  reply  wae, 
that  none  was  seen.  He  said  that  the  concluding 
paragraph,  as  it  related  to  his  return  to  Sweden, 
and  not  at  all  to  the  negociations  at  Ghent,  did  net 
require  to  be  communicated  to  the  house.  I  re- 
quested him  to  mark  such  part  as  he  wished  com- 
municated. This  he  did;  and,  conformably  to  thi>-, 
the  copy  was  made  by  subsequent  direction  of  thf- 
secretary  of  state,  and  thos  it  appears  in  tlie  print-;..: 
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At  the  same  time,  or  very  soon  after,  I  (do  not 
remember  which),  Mr.  Kussell  expressed  a  wish 
that  the  letter  might  be  found  and  commimicated, 
which,  in  his  letter  of  25th  December,  1814,  he  in- 
timated his  intention  of  writing.  The  wisli  was 
repeated  at  subsequent  times,  both  :it  my  room 
and  elsewhere;  and  much  desire  was  manifested 
by  him  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Russell  and  myself  to 
gether,  as  well  as"  myself  separately,  examined  at 
different  times  tlie  bound  volume  above  named, 
and  also  other  files,  on  which,  if  mislaid,  the  letter 
would  most  probably  have  been  placed;  but  no 
trace  of  it  was  found.  At  his  suggestion  1  made 
inquiry  of  the  secretary  and  of  the  chief  clerk; 
but  they  had  no  knowledge  of  such  letter.  The 
secretary  informed  me  that  his  first  knowledge 
that  such  a  letter  had  been  written  was  from  Mr. 
Russell's  declaration  to  him  since  the  call  of  17th 
January;  and  that  the  existence  even  of  Mr.  Rus- 
sell's letter  of  25tl\  December,  1814,  was  unknown 
to  him  previous  to  his  examination  of  the  files,  in 
consequence  of  said  call 

Mr.  Russell,  while  making  the  above  inquiries 
for  his  letter  of  the  11th  February,  1815,  remarked 
to  me,  that  he  had  not  a  copy  of  it  here,  but  had  at 
home,  (in  Massachusetts,)  and  liiat  he  could  get  a 
copy  by  writing  to  his  daughter  there;  but  suppos- 
ed that  would  be  too  late  for  a  compliance  with 
the  (first)  call.  He  asked  me  if  I  supposed  a  copy, 
so  made  out,  would  be  received  and  communicated 
to  the  house  with  the  other  papers.  I  replied  that 
I  did  not  know  sufficiently  wliat  was  usual  on  such 
occasions.  After  he  had  deUvered  the  "duplic-.ite" 
at  the  department,  he  told  me  that  he  had  written 
to  his  daughter  for  the  copy,  and  that  she  had 
sent  it. 

While  Mr.  Russell,  at  his  first  visit,  was  examin- 
ing various  records  of  the  office,  he  noticed  a  para- 
graph in  the  instructioras  to  the  commissioners  of 
peace  of  15th  April,  1813,  respecting  British  trad- 
ers within  our  limits;  a  paragraph  which  was  omit- 
ed  in  the  copy  sent  to  congress  by  Mr.  Madison 
with  his  message  of  13th  October,  1814,  (see  Wait's 
state,  papers,  vol.  9,  p.  357,)  and  which,  it  is  be- 
lieved, was  never  published  till  it  appeared  in  the 
National  Gazette  of  lOtli  May,  1822.  Of  this  Mr. 
Russell  requested  of  me  a  copy.  On  direction  of 
the  secretary,  1  made  and  sent  him  the  copy:  and, 
several  vieeks  after,  (I  think  early  in  April.)  on 
his  remarking  to  me  that  that  copy  was  mislaid 
or  not  found,  and  asking  another  copy,  a  second 
was  made  and  sent  to  him. 

r  Soon  after  the  call  of  I9th  April,  Mr.  Russell 
was  at  my  room,  and  said  (wholly  spontaneously) 
that  Mr.  Floyd  had  made  his  motion  for  that  call 
entirely  without  his  ki.owledge,  or  without  consult 
ing  with  him,  or  words  to  that  effect.  He  also  said 
he  did  not  know  Mr.  Floyd's  motive  for  making 
his  first  motion  (for  the  call  of  17th  January). 

On  receiving  the  duplicate,  the  secretary  of 
state  gave  it  to  me  to  be  copied;  for  which  pur- 
pose it  was  handed  to  Mr.  Thrustcn.  The  date 
having  been  altered  from  1822  to  1816,  as  stated 
by  Mr.  Hrent,  the  secretary,  on  seeing  the  altera 
tion,  expressed  distinctly  his  displeasure  at  the 
circumstance.  Whan  Mr.  Russell  next  came  to 
the  department,  Mr.  Brent,  in  my  presence,  men- 
tioned to  him  the  incident  of  the  alteration  from 
1822  to  1816;  and  (such  is  strongly  my  impression, 
scarcely  leaving  a  doubt,  though  Mr.  Brent  is  un- 
rertain  whether  this  intimation  happened  at  this 


or  the  next  visit  of  Russell,)  intimated  that  1816 
was  put  by  mistake  for  1815,  and  that  1815  w.  uld 
be  the  reading  of  the  copyforthe  housej  if  such  was 
Mr.  Russell's  pleasure  Mr.  Riase  11  not  only  assent- 
ed to  the  alteration,  (to  1815,)  but  requested  that  it 
might  be  read  thus,  in  a  manner  more  emphatic 
and  formal  than  an  ordinary  request;  purporting, 
that  h  .  wished  this  declaration  of  his  to  be  taken  as 
autliority  for  the  alttralion.  And,  at  his  next  call, 
he  brought  with  him  tiie  draft  from  which  he  made 
the  duplicate,  and,  alter  exhibiting  its  d.ite  to  .Mr. 
Brent,  in  his  room,  brought  it  to  me,  to  show  that 
"1822"  was  a  mistake  in  copying.  The  draft  was 
plainly  «'1815." 

When  the  copy  was  made  for  the  house,  the 
secretary  was  anxious  that  it  should  conform  with 
scrupulous  exactness,  to  the  paper  deposited  by  vir. 
Russell,  with  the  sole  exception  of  the  date,  which 
he  wished  modified  according  to  Mr.  Russell's 
special  request. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  Mr.  Russell  and  Mr.  Rrent 
were  in  my  room,  and  Mr  Brent  recapitulated  the 
conversation  iietween  'umseU  and  Mr.  Russell,  on 
the  20th  of  April,  when  Mr.  Brent  made  certain 
inquiries  respecting  Mr  Russell's  letter.  I'he  reca- 
pitulation in  substanct:  stat  d,  that  Mr.  Bren(  in- 
formed Mr.  Russell,  that  his  inquiries  were  wholly 
without  the  authority  o;  any  oti.er  person;  that  his 
object  was  to  know  whether  Mr  Rosstll  could  and 
•voiild  furnish  the  letter,  if  't  siiouldbe  waiter!,  ,.nd 
it  he  should  be  applied  to  for  it;  and  that  Mr.  Rus- 
sell told  Mr.  Brent  that  he  coidd  and  woidd  furnish 
it  to  the  president;  and  that  he  further  t.ild  Mr„ 
Brent,  (on  Mr  Brent's,  enquiry)  that  Mr.  Floyd  had 
made  his  (sec'nfi)  motion  on  his  ('Mr.  Russell's) 
suggestion.  Mr.  Russell  assented  to  the  correctness 
of  this  recajjitulation,  explaining  the  last  observa- 
tion by  saying,  that  Mr.  Floyd,  before  he  mo-'cd  the 
second  call,  asked  him  if  he  could  give  him  (  Vlr. 
Floyd)  a  copy  of  the  letter,  and  that  he  (Mr.  Rus- 
sell)  declined,  and  told  Mr.  Floyd  that  if  he  wished 
a  copy  he  must  move  a  call  for  it. 

JOHN  BAILEV. 

Washington,  10th  July,  1823. 


CHliONlCLE. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Eiiterl>rize  lost  several  of  her  offi- 
cers and  crew  during  and  since  her  return  from 
her  late  cruise — among  them,  iieut  Coxe  and  mid, 
Fiatt. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Grampin,  Iieut.  Gregory, 
has  arrived  at  Charleston,  from  a  three  months' 
cruise  on  the  nortri  side  of  Cuba.  Lieut.  Gregory, 
with  lieutenants  Stockton  and  Perry,  of  the  schoo- 
ners Alligaliu-  and  Shark,  has  been  exceedingly  ac- 
tive, chasing  the  pirates  into  their  hiding  places, 
re  capturing  several  vessels,  but  taking  only  four 
men.  The  coast  of  Cuba  abounds  with  innumera- 
ble little  islands,  behind  which  the  pirates  retreat 
— and  the  boats  sent  against  them  were  oftentimes 
five  or  six  days  absent  from  the  schooners  in  pur- 
suit of  them. 

Mr.  Murray,  of  Philadelphia,  the  celebrated  en- 
graver, lately  died  in  tiiat  city— but  we  are  glad 
to  believe,  while  we  regr'this  death,  that  his  emi- 
nent talents  are  preserved  in  his  late  colkagues; 
and  we  learn  that  every  branch  of  business  hither- 
•  o  pursued  by  "Murray,  Fairman  &  Co,"  will  be 
continued  under  the  same  firm,  in  all  its  former 
perfection. 
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Col.  TucimasL.  M'Kenst,  late  supenntendant  of 
the  Indian  trade,  has  issued  proposals  to  publish  at 
tl»eseatof  government,  a  semi-weekly  paper,  to  be 
called  the  "Washington  Republican  and  Congres- 
sional Kxaminer."  Mr.  M'K.  is  very  competent  to 
a  fulfilment  ot"  his  prolessions,  and  the  management 
of  a  most  useful  and  important  gazette.  The  fii'£.t 
number  is  expected  to  ajipear  on  the  7th  proximo. 

Animated  pathology.  In  the  first  volume  of  the 
IIegisteb,  page  405,  publislied  on  liie  Isl  of  Febru- 
ary. Ibl2,  there  was  inserted  a  review  of  a  lecture 
which  had  just  been  delivered  by  the  late  Dr.  Craw 
ford,  of  Baltimore,  on  the  cause,  seat,  and  cure  of 
diseases.  The  opinion  of  the  doctor  was,  that  many, 
if  not  most  of  the  diseases  to  which  we  are  lia- 
ble, were  caused  by  small  worms  or  animalcule. — 
We  were  led  to  the  recollection  of  this  article, 
(written  for  the  Register),  by  noticing  the  follow- 
ing, extracted  from  a  late  London  paper.  It  pow- 
erfully supports  what  was  thouglit  the  wild  theory 
of  our  venerable  friend. 

«'lt  will,  perhaps,  be  recollected,  by  our  scientific 
readers,  that  the  London  papers  lately  contained 
acccounts  of  the  exliaordinai'y  powers  which  Mr. 
Rogers  had  succeeded  in  applying  to  the  micro- 
scope; eil'ected,  we  believe,  princi])ally  by  the  aid 
of  a  newly  discovered  chemical  liglit.  Mr.  R.  pur- 
poses to  introduce  that  stupendous  apparatus  at  the 
close  of  his  astronomical  lecture,  in  our  theatre,  on 
Monday  evening,  By  a  table  of  his  povvers,  which 
we  hav  e  seen,  it  appears  that  the  highest  magnifier 
of  this  instrument  is  but  one  hundredth  part  of  an 
inch  local  length,  and,  consequenlly,  capable  of  en- 
larging the  cubes  of  minute  objects  in  the  astonish- 
ing degree  of  125,000,000  times!  Some  ot  the  sin- 
gular phenomena  discovered  by  this  apparatus,  is 
likely  to  prove  of  the  highest  importance  to  medi 
cal  science.  Mr.  R.  has  been  able  to  perceive  that 
most  of  the  morbid  secretions  in  the  human  sub 
ject,  as  the  peculent  matter  of  consumption,  of 
cancer,  of  syphilis,  &,c  are  Uleralli/  maiiiies  nj  ■luovms 
or  aniiitukulf." 

The  lakes  and  the  Chesapeake.  The  following 
recitals  and  resolution  we  copy  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Bath,  in  the  county  of  Steuben,  N.  Y.  held  on  the 
14th  ult.  at  which  gen.  George  M'Clure  presided, 
and  l)ng\»kl  Cameron  was  secretary. 

•'Whereas  the  great  Erie  canal  is  rapidly  ap 
proaclnng  to  its  final  execution,  and  it  bi.  ing  evu 
dent  that  the  state  will  shortly  thereafter  derive 
an  income  from  its  product  adequate  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  interest  on  the  loan,  besides  yielding 
an  inci  easing  revenue;  and  this  meeting  bt  lieving 
that,  when  accomplished,  the  public  mind  will  neces- 
sarily be  directed  to  open  such  collateral  branches, 
as  will  promote  more  expanded  beneiits  and  tend 
to  increase  the  product  of  the  wliole  system,  espe- 
cially such  as  point  in  a  southwest  direction  towards 
the  northern  counties  of  Pennsylvania.  .\nd  where- 
as it  is  certain  that,  by  opening  a  canal  about  six 
miles,  to  connect  the  north  part  of  the  Crookeii 
lake  with  the  Seneca  lake,  and  IVom  the  head  oi 
the  tormer  by  the  most  convenient  rout  to  the  Cou-j 
hoctou  river,  an  important  navigable  iributarv  of 
Vol.   XXn. 22. 


the  Sunquehannah,  a  direct  water  communication 
would  be  opened  between  the  last  mentioned  river 
and  the  grand  canal;  but  even  if  confined  to  the 
communication  between  the  Crooked  and  Seneca 
lakes,, it  would  afford  access  from  a  rich  surround- 
ing country  situate  in  New  York,  to  a  boatable 
shore  of  nearly  eighty  miles,  a  great  part  of  which 
depends  at  present  on  the  Baltimore  market:  -  Un- 
der these  powerful  convictions,  therefore,  it  is 

"Resolved,  That  William  Woods,  John  Kennedy, 
Henry  Welles,  Samuel  Baker  and  William  B  Ro- 
chester, be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  memorialize  the  legislature  at  the  next: 
session,  on  this  important  subject:  who  are  also  re- 
quested to  cause  said  memorial  to  be  circulated  ge- 
nerally for  signature  in  the  county." 

The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  presented  to 
Elkanah  Watson,  esq.  of  this  city,  for  the  useful 
suggestions  and  enlightened  views  which  he  sub- 
mitted to  them,  and  for  his  uniform  and  patriotic 
exertions  in  promoting  the  best  interests  of  the 
state. 

(Ij»This  will  be  an  important  improvement,  whea 
effected,  as  we  are  assured  that  it  must:  and  af- 
ford to  a  large  region  of  country  that  will  soon 
be  thickly  populated,  a  choice  of  the  markets  ot- 
New  York  and  Baltimore — to  the  advantage  of  the 
former  at  present,  but  the  future  benefit  of  the  lat- 
ter, if  the  ascending  navigation  of  the  Susquehan- 
nah  shall  be  improved  as  it  may  be.  However, 
let  the  proposed  inland  communication  be  made, 
no  matter  which  of  the  cities  is  most  profitted  by  itj 
for  the  general  stock  of  national  prosperity  will  be 
increased  thereby. 

An  old  fashioned  fhiend,  who  never  has  paid 
his  debts  according  to  the  patent  manner  so  much 
resorted  to  in  Baltimore,  has  addressed  a  card, 
through  the  newspapers,  to  a  person  of  this  city, 
suggesting  that  it  would  afford  as  good  "an  evidence 
of  practical  Christianity"  if  he,  the  latter,  would  sa- 
tisfy a  certain  debt  of  4  or  500  dollars,  contracted 
eleven  years  ago,  as  to  bestow  money  on  missiona- 
ry and  tract  societies.  As  Patrick  Henry  said,  when 
John  Adams  sliewed  Major  Hatvley's  "broken  hints" 
to  him,  "1  a:.i  of  that  man's  mind." 

Slaves.  The  editors  of  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer, speaking  of  the  decision  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  published  in  the  last  Register,  says — «'It  is 
such  as  might  have  been  expected  from  a  justly 
disposed  and  disinterested  arbiter.  The  class  ot" 
cases  embraced  by  the  third  paragraph  cannot  be 
large,  though  there  may  be  cases  which  are  em- 
braced  by  it — such,  for  example,  as  that  of  slaves 
which  deserted  to  the  British  force  under  Nicholls, 
in  Florida,  and  were  carried  eft'.  The  whole  amount 
which,  under  this  decision  of  the  emper>'r,  will  be- 
come payable  to  citizens  of  the  United  Statis,  can- 
not fall  far  short  of  two  millions  of  dollars.  Consi- 
derable time  will  necessarily  elapse,  we  sliould  sup- 
pose, before  the  clains  can  be  liquidatel,  as  they 
will  have  to  be  separately  and  judicially  examined." 

Appropiiiatk.  The  late  annivcrs.'iry  of  indepen- 
k-ncc  was  celebrated  with  great  gk-e  on  the  field 
where   Burgoyne   surrendered   in    1775.    It  wa;^. 
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thought  that   5000  people  were  present — amongf 
them,  Jifty-tivo  soidievB  nf  the  revolution — some  of, 
whom  were  on  the  same  field  when  the  memorable 
event  just  mentioned  took  place. 

Capt.  HtTLL.  We  Imve  not  at  all  interfered  with, 
and  only  slightly  mentioned,  the  very  unhappy  con- 
troversy that  prevails  among  the  officers  of  the 
navv,  on  the  Boston  station.  Capt.  Shaw  and  lieut. 
Abbott  have  been  tried,  and  suspended.  The 
latter  had  reported  certain  charjjcsof  mal  conduct 
against  capt.  Mull,  who,  it  will  be  recollected, 
la'tt-ly  requested  a  court  of  inquiry  on  his  conduct, 
tvh'ch  the  president  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
grant.  He  has  repeated  that  request  in  the  follovv- 
jnc^  letter,  and  it  is  understood  that  a  court  will  be 
detailed,  as  desired  by  him.  There  is  great  feel- 
in'^  at  Boston  ii'oout  the  justice  nf  the  sentences 
passed  on  capt.  Shaw  and  lieut.  Abbott,  and  much 
is  said  on  the  subject,  generally,  in  the  newspapers 
— and  it  does  appear  as  if  public  opinion  was  fa- 
vorahle  to  them.  Without  an  unkind  wish  to  ei- 
ther of  these  gentlemen,  we  must  sincerely  rc-gret 
any  thing  that  acts  against  the  reputation  of  the 
conquevor  of  the  Guerriere— he  who  led  the  van 
rf  naval  glory. 

JVavy  Yard,  Chariest o-icv,  Jwy  lo.'A,  1822. 

Sin — I  have  again  to  draw  your  attention  to  my 
"ipplication  for  a  court  of  inquiry. 

For,  notwithstanding  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  department,  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  an 
jnvcstigaiion  of  my  official  conduct,  yet  slanderous 
•nens  and  tongues  are  still  employed  in  assailing  my 
reputatiim. 

Conscious  of  my  innocence,  as  well  as  of  the 
ndeli*y  with  which  I  have  discharged  my  duty, 
it  ought  not  to  be  required  of  me  to  remain  a  si 
lent  spectator.  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  good 
opinion  of  my  fellow  citizens:  it  has  always  been 
TPV  aixto  d'-s'ervv'i  it — an-1  t  am  u.  willing  that  ma 
lire  or  ervy  should  deprive  me  of  that  which  can 
alone  render  life  desirable,  or  myself  of  any  use  to 
the  naval  service  of  my  country. 

I  have  always  undfrstood  that  it  was  the  tacit  if 
not  express  engagement  of  the  government,  with 
its  odicer.^,  that  they  should  of  right  be  entitled  to 
an  investigation  of  their  conduct  whenever  it  was 
Trade  the  subject  of  reproach.  The  expense  at- 
tending an  inquiry,  ought  not,  I  apprehend,  under 
these  circumstances,  to  have  the  slightest  weight. 

I  d  ',  therelore,  most  earnesily  request  a  re  con- 
sideration of  the  answer  given  to  my  application: 
and  hope  that  the  president  will  be  pleased  to  or- 
der a  court  of  inquiry  to  be  immediately  assembled, 
with  directions  to  enter  into  a  general  scrutiny  of 
of  my  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  yard. 

AV'ith  sentiments  nf  great  respect.  I  have  the  ho- 
nor to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 

Hon.  'Smith  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 


of  the  late  war.  We  have  often  heard  him  spoken 
of  by  his  brother  officers  as  a  young  man  of  extra- 
ordinary genius,  intrepidity,  and  professional  ac- 
quirements; and  as  one  who  bade  fair  to  make  his 
way  to  the  highest  honors,  by  dint  of  native  worth 
and  superior  merit." 

To  the  above,  we  add  the  following  anecdote, 
which  was  told  to  us  a  ie.w  days  since:  Cremer  wa.? 
wiih  commodore  Decatur  at  the  time  he  captured 
the  British  frigate  Macedonian.  He  was  then  a 
mere  boy,  and  officiated  in  the  capacity  of  what  is 
laniiliarly  called  powder  monkey.  The  momi^nt  the 
Macedoniai;  struck  her  colors,  young  Cremer  ran 
up  to  Decatur,  and  said  to  him  in  great  earnestness 
— ^- Captain,  is  my  name  vtion  the  prize  list?" 


MinsnTP^iAx  Ch!;?ieh.  The  Norfolk  Herald  con- 
tains the  following  notice  of  this  promising  young 
officer,  who  was  lost  in  the  boat  of  the  Franklin, 
near  Valparaiso: 

•'Cremt T  was.  it  may  be  said,  rescued  from  the 
rrasp  of  obscurity  b\  commodore  Decatur,  when 
a  mere  child,  "m  account  of  some  striking  trait  of 
charicter  which  accidental'v  developed  itself  to  the 
observation  of  that  intelligent  officer,  who  took  him 
under  his  guardianship,  and  procured  him  a  mid- 
shipman's warrant  in  the  navy,  ;.nd  he  was  attach- 
ed to  the  commodore's  command  during  the  whole 


Cotton  ast)  TonAcco,  Various  experiments  are 
now  making  to  raise  cotton  as  far  north  even  as  ^11- 
bany,  in  New  York,  and  to  produce  tobacco  in  some 
of  the  western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  as  crop. 
We  shall,  probably,  learn  more  of  these  things  here* 
after.  The  latter  promise.^  success,  and  of  a  very 
superior  quality.  An  acre  of  land  is  fully  planted 
at  Greensburg— the  seed  was  received  from  Hava- 
na— the  crop  is  vigorous  and  healthy,  having  from 
12  to  22  leaves,  some  of  which  were  (on  the  5th 
iiist.)  42  inches  long,  and  broad  in  proportion. 

PnATiN'o  AXD  Dnt^n.  An  English  paper,  in  re- 
ference to  the  distresses  of  Ireland,  says  -"A  let- 
ter from  the  archbishop  of  Tuam,  to  the  secreta- 
ries at  Liverpool,  says,  "I  PRAY  the  relief  of  your 
benevolent  committee  to  the  perishing  population 
of  this  town  and  immediate  neighborhood.  Our  dis- 
tressed state  is  truly  deplorable,  and  I  have  the 
same  to  report  of  almost  the  whole  of  the  province 
of  Connaught,  over  which,  as  Metropolitan,  I  pre- 
side. 1  am  appalled  at  the  conviction  that  many 
must  die  from  actual  hunger,  and  many  more  from 
the  effects  of  bad,  scanty,  unwholesome,  unnutrious 
food" 

Now,  we  are  of  those  odd  fellows,  who,  if  an  ox 
or  an  ass  was  in  a  ditch,  would  be  more  grateful  to 
one  man  that  would  take  hold  of  the  rope  and  help 
us  to  pull  it  out,  than  to  fifty  others  who  would 
stand  by  and  pray  that  the  animal  might  be  got  out. 
Praying  is  well — but  doing  is  better. 

This  ••most  reverend  father  in  God,"  as  he  is 
queerly  called,  would  do  more  good  to  the  people 
of  Ireland  by  one  honest  ac<,  than  will  come  of  all 
the  prayers  that  he  can  ever  make.  He  receives 
about  60,000  dollars  per  annum  of  poor  and  oppres- 
sed Irishmen,  in  the  shape  of  tythes— for,  perhaps, 
reading  one  or  two  sermons  in  a  year.  Let.^im 
give  up  this  "living"  to  the  needy  and  goto  work  to 
earn  his  own  bread,  and  tlien  we  shall  have  respect 
for  his  prayers,  in  a  full  belief  that  they  will  be 
available.  This  viperous  race  and  brotherhood  of 
leeches,  the  priests  in  Ireland  of  the  7iatiurial  churchy 
grind*the  people  out  of  more  than  3,400,000  dollars 


*Yet  many  parishes,  paying  tythe.s,  are  without 
a  church  or  preacher  of  the  national  religion.  A 
correspondent  of  a  Cork  paper,  writing  from  Free- 
mount,  gives  us  the  tollowing  account  of  his  parish: 
"Here  we  are  peculiarly  and  unfortunately  circum- 
stanced, not  having  a  single  resident  landlord,  a 
magistrate,  a  resident  rector,  or  curate;  neither  is  -, 
there  a  smyi^e  gentleman,  protestant  or  catholic,  in  , 
the  parish;  neither  is  there  a  church;  and  what  is 
probably  more  strange,  neither  is  there  a  singkpro' 
lestant.  And  still  we  pay  tythe  and  church  rates, 
which,  under  such  circumstances,  seems  to  us  to' 
be  a  great  grievance,  and  an  illegal  tax," 
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ayear,  in  tythes  alone — thongli  they  are  not  hated 
and  despised,  they  are  at  least  unlis'ened  to  by  four 
fifths  of  those  wlio  are  compelled,  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  to  guzzle  them  with  the  most  costly 
wines  and  add  to  their  rotundity  by  the  most  deli- 
cate and  delicious  food.  ^V  hen  is  mankind  to  be 
relieved  of  these  robber  bamJs  of  government 
priesisi"  Tf  the  Irish  horde  were  broken  up,  it  would 
afford  many  times  more  relief  to  the  peasantry  in 
one  year,  than  charity  wiil  cio  for  them  in  a  cen- 
tury. Indeed,  it  appears  to  be  ravher  doubtful 
whether  it  is  real  cliarity  to  relieve  a  people  permit- 
ting such  injustice,  unless  perfectly  assured  that 
they  cannot  redress  themselves  of  it  by  an  united  ef- 
fort; "peaceably  if  they  can,  vinlently  if  they  must." 
This  archbishop  is  "appalled  at  the  conviction  that 
rr.i^.ny  must  die  of  actual  hwnger" — he  ought  to  be 
appalled  at  the  conviction  that  he  himself  is  plun- 
denng  the  wretched  people  of  the  little  that  they 
Tiave. 

The  occasion  is  proper  to  mention,  that  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  who,  with  his  tribe  of  hangers- 
on,  receives  about  600,000  dollars  a  year,  has  most 
generously  given  the  enormous  sum  of  100/.  to 
relieve  the  distresses  of  Ireland,  and  the  same 
has  been  published  in  all  the  newspapers,  as  evi 
dence  of  his  great  christian  liberality  and  kindness! 
What  an  excellent  man — so  modest  and  so  good! 

The  two  following  articles  present  themselves 
quite  opportunely: 

The  will  of  the  late  archbishop  of  Armagh  has 
iust  been  proved  by  his  widow,  under  ivjo  hundred 
avd  t-fenty  thmu-and  f)o->inds/  This  is  his  grace's 
personal  property  merely.  What  his  real  estate 
may  be  we  are  unable  to  say,  but,  <loubtless,  the 
shepherd  was  not  without  fields  and  pens.  What- 
ever the  distress  cf  Ireland,  certain  spiritual  gra 
ziers  there  appear  to  have  no  cause  of  complaint. 
However,  it  would  seem  that  scripture  is  occasion- 
ally tortured  in  tiiat  quarter,  (perhaps  in  others), 
and  the  text  "feed  my  sheepy"  corruptly  read  •'feed 
on  my  sheep,"  which  alone  can  account  i'or  what 
(using  Burke's  expression)  we  may  call  most  ex- 
cellent "tallowing  in  the  caul  and  kidneys"— the 
flock  can  boast  nothing  like  it.  There  is  no  reason 
to  feel  any  alarm  about  the  strict  orthodoxy  of  his 
grace's  successor — in  this  sort  of  sheep  -walk,  he 
will,  it  is  presumed,  follow  his  predecessor  "passi- 
6us  a-quis."  The  stamp  to  the  probate  was  2uOO/ ; 
a  small  slice,  which,  coming  to  the  revenue,  is  the' 
public's  share  of  this  farthing. — ^lom.  Chron, 

There  is  a  family  in  Ireland  which  enjoys  the 
patronage  of  that  country  to  almost  as  great  an  ex- 
tent as  ambition  or  avarice  could  wish.  We  need 
not  mention  the  name  of  the  lieresfords.  They 
sit  in  the  lords  and  in  the  commons,  they  occupy 
the  uppermost  seats  in  the  church — they  hold  the 
admiral's  staff,  and  the  marshal's  baton — wherever 
money  is  to  be  made,  or  titles  acquired,  there  are 
the  Beresfords.  Their  family  and  connections  en- 
joy one  fourth  of  the  patronage  of  Ireland.  Lord 
John  Bertstord  is  appointedarchbishop  of  Armagh, 
The  persona/  property  of  the  late  archbishop  is 
proved  by  his  widow  to  be  under  l-wo  hundred  and 
tteenly  (houaand  pounds. —  Dem.  Press. 

The  FnExcn  minister.  A  splendid  public  din- 
ner was  gi^en  to  the  baron  de  Nt-uville  and  Iiis  suite, 
Ht  New  York,  on  the  ICth  inst.  Among  the  guests 
were  the  vice-president  of  the  United  States,  the 
two  senators  from  the  state  of  New  York,  three  re 
presenlativps  in  congress,  and  other  distinguished 
persons.  The  toasts  <lrank  on  the  occasion  were 
excellent.    The  fSth  was^-. 


Our  guest— the  baron  Hyde  t  N'u\.ll(,  kiiown 
to  us  as  a  private  man  by  acts  of  the  most  disinte- 
rested and  active  benevolenc^,  and  distinguisJied 
as  the  representative  of  a  for  ign  nation' bv  the 
uniform  comity  and  respect  which  have  miirked 
his  intercourse  with  our  own.   Fare-well  to  Lochaber. 

After  this  toast  was  drunk,  Mr.  de  Neuville  rose 
and  said — 'I  pray  you  gentleman,  to  accept  the 
expression  of  my  profou  d  graUtude  for  the  very 
flattering  reception  with  which  you  have  honored 
me  this  day,  and  for  the  distinguislie<l  marks  of  kind- 
ness and  benevolence  I  have  received  from  the  U. 
Stales,  in  whati-ver  situation  it  has  pleased  Divine 
Providenceto  place  me.  Permit  me  to  offer  you 
my  best  wishes  of  a  city  of  which  I  was.  and  ever 
sliall  remain  a  citizen,  if  not  by  right,  in  my  heart 
at  least  Permit  me,  gentlemen,  at  the  s.tme  time, 
to  offer  you  the  same  for  each  of  you  in  particular." 

Mr.  de  Neuville  then  gave  a  toast  expressive  of 
his  desires  for  Lhe  prosperity  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Eodnbt.  From  the  J^'orfolk  Herald. — .\n  ele- 
gant article  of  silver  plate,  in  the  form  of  an  wn, 
has  just  been  completed  by  Mr  Jnhyi  Potter,  silver- 
smith, of  this  borough,  which  reflects  great  credrt 
on  his  taste  and  ingenuity.  It  was  bespoke  by  a 
committee  in  behalf  of  a  large  and  respectable 
portion  of  the  citizens  of  Norfolk,  to  be  presented 
by  them  to  the  honorable  Cabsah  A.  Rod-«et.  as  a 
testimony  of  their  thanks  for  the  generous  and  dis- 
interested services  rendered  by  him  to  their  towns- 
man, captain  Jamks  BAHaox. 

This  beautiful  ari-cle  measures  two  feet  six  inches 
round,  eighteen  inches  in  height,  and  weighs  130 
ounces.     It  is  orn/(mented  by  a  double  wreath  of 
roses  and  o«k  leaves,  and  surmounted  by  a  chaplet 
of  oak  leaves  interwoven  round  an  acorn;  and  be- 
tween the  wreaths  is  the  following  inscription:— 
C.ESARI  A.  RODNEY. 
Jwis  crinsnlto 
Quam  Tngenio  tarn  Scientia  prxclaro; 
Qui,  suum  civem  JACOBUM  BABKON 
Classis  Americans  Piselectum  insignem, 
Duro  lato  proditum,  cum  vidisset, 
Indignx  rei  non  tulit  conspectum; 
Sed  securus  futnri,  ruit  in  auxilium. 
Texit,  Eripuitque:  . 
Hoc  testimonium  gratio  animo 
U.  D.  I>. 
Civitas  Norfolkensis. 

Neat  compliment.  When  the  squadron  passed 
down  the  bay  near  Lewislown,  (says  a  Piuladelpflia 
paper),the  inhabitants  assembledon  theshoresand 
and  fired  a  salute  of  20  guns  The  ships  not  being 
aware  that  it  was  intended  for  them,  stood  out  with- 
out returning  it.  The  wind  and  tide  compelling 
them  to  anchor,  capt  Spence  addressed  to  tlie  in- 
habitants the  following  letter,  which  alludes  to  tiie 
handsome  conduct  of  the  people  of  Lev/istown, 
when  attacked  by  a  British  navi.1  fore-. 

"Delaioare  bay,  July  19//',  1822, 
"To  the  inhabitmns  of  T,''wisto-u'n: 
"I  was  not  awaie  until  this  morning  that  the  sa- 
lute fired  }i'Sterd.ty  was  intended  for  (he   United 
States  ships  nnder  my  command,  passing  to  sea  from 
the  Delaware. 

Compelled  by  contrary  winds  to  return  and  an- 

i  chor  in  your  vicinity,  an  opportunity  is  offered  of 

j  returning  the  compliment,  Hud  of  assuring  the  good 

I  people  of  Lewistoan,  th:»t  it  could  not  have  been 

received  with  so  much  gratification  as  from  cannon 

that  protected  a  town  gallantly  defended  in  the 
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hour  ot  attack  and  danger,  by  its  brave  and  resist- 
ing' inliabitants- 

"I  liave  the  honor  to  remain  yojr  very  obedient 
servant,  ROBT.  T.  SPENCE." 


Mn.  RcssEtr..  Some  time  since,  certain  queries 
appeared  in  one  of  the  New  York  papers,  signed 
"Ariel,"  insinuating'  that  Mr.  Hussel  could  furnish 
duplicates  of  original  letters,  written  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  conveying  information  to  a  commercial 
liouse  in  London  of  tlie  progress  of  the  negocia- 
tions  at  Ghent;  and,  that  he  <was  to  have  shared  in 
tlie  prohts  that  might  have  been  rcahzed  from  spe- 
culations that  sliould  be  made  upon  information 
ronf.dentialhj  received  from  him,'  &.C.  These  que- 
ries justly  excited  the  attention  of  Mr.  R.  and 
the  public,  and  the  nan)e  of  the  author  was  de- 
manded. Afli;r  the  publishers  had  consulted  the 
author  of  the  queries,  Mr.  Russell  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which  he  communicated  to  the  editor 
of  the  Boston  "Statesman,"  to  be  laid  before  the 
people. 

We  have  had  enough  of  "controversy"  in  the  pa- 
pers of  late,  and  should  not  have  inserted  this  let. 
ler  if  w^e  thought  that  it  would  compel  us  to 
give  up  much  room  to  the  subject,  in  its  present 
shape — and  if  Mr.  Hunt's  object  is  "the  public 
good,"  as  he  professes  that  it  is,  the  truth  should 
be  "elicited" — if  he  is  actuated  by  "malignity"  and 
cannot  substantiate  charges  of  so  serious  a  nature 
against  a  person  vested  with  an  office  so  important 
us  that  which  Mr.  Russell  held,  he  ought  to  be  pu- 
nished. It  is  said  that  Mr.  Russell  has  instituted 
an  action  at  law  against  Mr.  Hunt — the  proper 
course,  surely,  in  a  case  like  the  present. 

m-to  Tuvh,  July  1, 1822. 

JOSATHAN  RCSSELI.,  CSq. 

SiH — On  arriving  at  Philadelphia  on  the  27th  of 
June,  I  found  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Carter  and  Pren- 
tiss, editors  of  the  New  York  Statesman,  dated  the 
23rd,  advising  me  that  the  name  of  the  author  of 
Aiiel,  which  appeared  in  that  paper  on  the  14th, 
had  been  demanded;  and  on  my  return  to  this  city 
tlie  day  following,  those  gentlemen  put  iiUo  my 
hands  your  note  to  them  of  the  20th.  Without  en- 
tering into  a  discussion,  as  to  your  right  to  demand 
the  name  of/he  author,  I  readily  comply  with  your 
wishes,  and  with  becoming  frankness  declare  my- 
self to  have  been  the  writer  of  the  queries  under 
the  signature  of  Ariel,  to  which  you  allude. 

In  making  this  prompt  and  explicit  avowal,  I  think 
it  proper  most  emphatically  to  declare,  that,  in  pub- 
licly addressing  those  queries  to  you,  I  was  not  ac- 
tuated by  any  feelings  of  "malignity"  towards  either 
of  the  gentlemen  who  coirposed  the  commission 
that  negociated  the  treaty  of  ti'ietit;  nor  have  I,  as 
regards  either  of  those  gentlemen,  any  private  re- 
sentments to  gratify,  or  personal  injuries  to  avenge. 
My  sole  object  was  tlie  public  good;  and  that  will 
be  attained,  should  the  truth  be  elicited. 

A  respectful  regard  for  public  ojjiiiion,  and  a  de- 
sire to  vindicate  my  conduct  against  tlie  severe  and 
undeserved  imputation  of  "malignity  and  depravi- 
ty," with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  charac- 
tei'ize  it,  require  of  me  to  state,  without  reserve, 
the  facts  which  prompted  me  to  the  course  I  have 
adopted,  most  willingly  submitting  it  to  the  unbi- 
assed judgment  of  a  just,  impartial,  and  enlighten 
ed  put>lic,  to  decide  how  far  lliere  is  "any  shadow 
of  a  foundation,"  "any  plausible  pretext,"  to  justify 
tlie  suggestions  which  those  queries  were  intended 
to  convey.  1  therefore  declare,  that,  while  in  Lon- 
don, bobsequent  to  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 


which  terminated  the  late  war  between  the  U.  States 
and  G.  Britain,  I  received  information,  not  derived 
from  the  prevailing  rumor  of  the  day,  but  from  a 
source  in  the  highest  degree  respectable,  and  in 
the  authenticity  and  veracity  of  which  I  then  had, 
and  now  have,  the  most  entire  confidence,  stating 
clearly,  explicitly,  and  -with  reference  to  a  name,  Ihat 
one  of  the  individuals  who  composed  the  American 
part  of  the  commission  that  negociated  the  treaty 
of  Ghent,  did,  contrary  to  the  sacred  obligations 
enjoined  by  bis  high  official  character,  and  in  vio- 
lation of  the  trust  and  confidence  reposed  in  him 
by  his  country,  with  a  view  to  aid  private  mercan- 
tile speculation,  communicate  to  a  great  commer- 
cial house  in  London,  important  intelligence,  touch- 
ing  the  actual  progress  and  prospects  of  the  nego- 
cialion  then  pending,  Stc.  &c. 

It  is  not,  I  presume,  requisite  for  your  satisfac- 
tion, or  for  the  cause  of  public  justice,  that  I  should 
be  more  explicit;  nor  can  it  be  expected  by  you  that 
I  shall,  at  present,  communicate  the  names  of  the 
individuals  to  whose  testimony  it  may,  by  possi- 
bility, hereafter  become  necessary  to  refer. 

In  a  few  days  I  shall  return  to  Benningion,  Ver- 
mont, the  place  of  my  permanent  residence. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  BETH  HUNT. 

P.  S.  July  2d. — In  justice  to  myself,  I  feel  it  in- 
cambent  on  me  to  declare,  that  there  is  not  one 
word  of  truth  in  the  statement  published  by  the 
editors  of  the  American  (Boston)  Statesman,  al- 
leging that  "an  attempt  was  made  some  days  pre- 
viously to  the  appearance  of  the  queries  in  the  New 
York  Statesman,  to  procure  their  insertion  in  one  of 
the  most  respectable  newspapers  in  that  city,  but 
that  they  were  rejected  as  a  groundless  and  scan- 
dalous libel."  No  such  attempt  was  made,  and  the 
editors  of  the  New-York  Statesman  were  perfectly 
correct  in  assuring  the  public,  that  the  article  sign- 
ed Ariel,  was  not  written  more  than  two  or  three 
hours  previous  to  its  publication  in  their  paper; 
and  that  it  was  not  seen  by  any  other  persons  than 
themselves  and  their  cocnpositors.  If  there  are,  at 
Boston,  persons  desirous  of  putting  similar  queries, 
I  beg  you  to  be  assured,  that  they  are  unknown  to 
me. 


FOHElGS    NEWS. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  A  paper,  purporting 
to  be  an  injunction  under  the  sign  manual  of  the 
late  king,  requiring  his  next  heir  to  pay  the  sum  of 
50,000/.  to  Olive  Seres,  (said  to  be  a  princess,  the 
legitimate  daughter  of  the  late  duke  of  Cumber- 
land, by  a  private  marriage),  has  been  offered  for 
probate  in  the  Prerogative  court,  and,  from  the  pro- 
ceedings had,  would  probably  be  received. 

The  duke  of  York  is  said  to  have  won  25,000/.  at 
Epsom  races,  by  betting  on  his  horse  called  Moses. 
If  he  had  lost  so  much  money,  who  would  have 
paid  it? 

A  petition  has  been  presented  to  parliament,  by 
the  clothiers  of  Yorkshire,  praying  a  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  foreign  wool— the  tax  having  failed  to  raise 
the  price  of  home  wool.  It  was  staled  that  cloths 
could  not  be  made  without  a  mixture  of  foreign 
with  home  wool. 

The  New  Yoi-k  American  observes — It  is  not  sur- 
prising that  the  supporters  of  the  present  system 
of  government  in  England,  should  adhere  pertina- 
ciously to  the  present  order  of  things,  especially 
when  we  hear  a  man  so  celebrated  as  Dr.  Lushing' 
ton  observe,  that  "he  believed,  in  his  conscience, 
that  revolution  xn\x%\.  precede  reform."     ^ 
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A  person  was  lately  brought  before  a  magistrate 
and  severely  rei)roved,  for  groHning  at  the  king, 
when  he  lately  visited  the  tlieatre;  but  released 
without  giving  bail  for  his  good  behavior,  at  the 
request  and  guarantee  of  his  father. 

JSTiiviq^nlioii  bill.  In  tlie  debate  on  this  bill — sir 
W.  Oe  Crespigny  protested  against  the  principle 
of  the  bill.  It  was  equally  hostile  to  ship  owners 
and  seamen  Sir  W.  Ridley  said  the  expense  in  na- 
vigating an  English  ship  of  500  tons,  and  a  foreign 
ship  of  the  same  burden,  was,  including  the  build- 
ing, insurance,  sailors'  wages  and  food,  upwards  of 
1700^  against  the  English  ship;  therefore  the  fo- 
reign ship  ought  not  to  be  placed  in  the  same  con- 
dition with  the  English  ship.  At  all  events,  par- 
ties should  have  time  to  consider  the  subject  be- 
fore it  passed  into  a  law. 

Mr.  Davenport  opposed  that  part  oF  the  bill 
which  referred  to  the  silk  trade,  Mr.  Ellice  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  giving  time  for  the  fullest 
consideration  of  the  subject.  Silk,  which  could  be 
thrown  in  this  country  for  9s.  could  be  thrown  in 
Italy  for  2s. 

France.  The  death  of  the  late  duke  de  Riche- 
lieu (says  the  "Democratic  Press"),  brings  to  mind 
an  historical  fact  ot  some  value.  That  nobleman, 
it  is  well  known,  was,  in  1815,  by  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  made  prime  minister  of  France,  Tie  re- 
mained in  that  station  some  years.  During  all  that 
time,  and,  we  believe,  to  the  present  time,  tlie  name 
of  the  duke  deJRichelieii  has  been  regularly  pub- 
lished in  the  Russian  court  calendar  as  a  major  ge- 
neral in  the  service  of  Russia,  "absent  on  leave." 

Spain.  Accounts  from  Madrid,  as  late  as  the  24th 
of  May,  have  been  received.  It  appears  that,  in 
several  parts  of  Spain,  the  factious  were  in  consider- 
able force,  I'here  is  a  long  detail  of  a  battle  be- 
twe<'n  the  regular  forces  and  of  many  persons  head 
ed  by  a  friar,  at  Tarrega,  in  which  llie  latter  was 
defeated,  with  the  loss  of  many  men — "the  field 
was  left  covered  with  their  bodies."  Another  fight, 
between  other  parties,  took  place  at  Espluga  de 
Francoli — tlse  factious  were  .ngain  defeated,  but 
they  returned  and  plundered  the  town  the  next 
day,  and  retired  to  the  mountains.  2,500  men  were 
collecting  at  Tarragonia,  to  restore  and  preserve 
order.  The  insurgents  had  also  attacked  the  town 
of  Igualada — but  they  were  beaten  of!',  with  the 
loss  of  half  their  number.  The  latest  accounts  say 
that  order  had  been  restored  in  some  of  those  parts 
of  the  country,  and  that  the  factious  had  presented 
themselves  to  the  magistrates,  and  delivered  up 
their  arms, 

Sweden  and  JVorwai/.  An  English  paper  says 
that  since  the  union  of  Norway  and  Sweden,  the 
population  of  the  former  kingdom  has  increased 
140,000,  and  that  of  the  latter  600,000,  This  aug- 
k  mentation  is  caused  by  emigrants  from  Denmark, 
the  government  of  which,  according  to  the  Swedish 
journals,  is  not  so  liberal  as  theirs, 

I'orfo  Rico.  The  privateers  of  this  island  pro- 
ceed in  the  capture  of  vessels  leaving  the  ports  of 
the  Maine,  not  possessed  by  the  royalists.  It  is 
really  to  be  apprehended,  from  what  is  occurring 
on  the  coasts  of  Cuba  and  taking  place  at  Porto 
Rico,  that  bands  of  adventurers  may  be  collected 
in  those  islands  whose  depredations  will  partake 
of  the  most  extensively  destructive  character  of 
any  thing  of  the  sort  which  we  have  yet  heard  or 
read  of, 

Colombia.     The  royalists  are  still  in  some  force 

in  the  province  of  Coro — but  they  cannot  elfect 

any  thing  important,     Porto  Cavello  was  yet  be- 

ieged  by  the  patriots,  who  had  just  raised  a  battery 


of  two  24  pounders  to  play  on  the  city,  which  was 
greatly  annoyed.  La  Torre  had  turned  120  per- 
sons, women  and  children,  out  of  the  garrison,  and 
they  were  kindly  treated  by  gen.  Paez,  The  war 
in  Quito  was  regarded  as  having  ended. 

It  is  stated  that  a// the  foreign  ministers  at  Paris 
(among  them  the  British),  returned  the  diplomatic 
note  which  was  addressed  to  them  by  Mr  Zea,  the 
Colombian  envoy 

Mexico.  An  arrival  from  Vera  Cruz  gives  some 
account  of  a  debate  in  the  Mexican  congress  on 
the  13th  of  .May;  one  of  the  members  said-— "Yo»i 
have  heard  from  the  lips  of  the  secretary  of  rela- 
tions, that  the  United  States  have  introduced  as 
maiy  as  sixteen  companies  of  men,  through  the 
point  of  Nacodoches.  For  what  purpose.^  Be3'ond 
a  doubt,  without  any  other  view  than  to  invade  us." 

It  is  be  regretted  that  such  a  silly  thing  should  he. 
stated  or  suggested — but  it  may  be  that  the  story 
was  got  up  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the  con- 
gress to  place  a  strong  military  force  under  the 
command  of  the  emperor,  as  tlie  adjustment  of  the 
army  establishment  was  the  subject  discussed. 
30,000  regulars  and  20,000  militia  were  mentioned 
as  proper  to  constitute  it. 

The  new  order  of  things  is  said  to  be  popular. 
The  export  of  specie  is  very  strictly  prohibited. 
The  castle  at  Vera  Cruz  was  yet  held  by  the  roy- 
alists, who  exacted  a  duty  of  eight  per  cent,  on  the 
value  of  the  cargoes  of  vessels,  before  they  were 
permitted  to  enter  the  harbor. 


Prospective  population  of  the  U.  S. 

Having  tolerably  well  succeeded  in  calculating 
the  population  of  the  United  States  for  1820,  we 
now  offer  an  estimate  of  what  it  will  amount  to  in 
1830,  in  a  table  inserted  below.  This  table  also 
shews  our  former  calculations  and  the  results,  as 
ascertained  by  the  last  census;  gives  the  present 
amount  and  estimates  the  progress  and  location  of 
the  slave  population;  and  exhibits  the  present  and 
probable  representative  numbers  of  the  several  states 
— to  all  which  the  attention  of  political  economists, 
statesmen  and  politicians,  is  respectfully  invited. 

"History  is  philosophy  teaching  by  example" — 
there  is  not  less  of  philosophy  in  regarding  the  past 
than  in  considering  the  future;  and  it  is  the  more 
important,  when  the  past  may  afford  some  reason- 
able indication  of  that  which  is  to  come. 

From  the  official  information  that  we  have  on 
this  most  interesting  subject,  it  does  not  require 
any  great  effort  to  calculate  the  general  probable 
amount  of  our  population,  ten  years  in  advance — 
but  in  a  country  like  ours,  in  which  multitudes  are 
continually  changing  their  places  of  residence  and 
taking  up  their  abode  in  others  far  distant  from 
those  of  their  birth,  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  give 
them  a  location.  As  was  observed,  when  we  ofier- 
ed  tl'.e  estimate  for  1820,  in  the  Registeu  of  14th 
Sept.  1816,<'it  depends  upon  a  variety  o^ indescriba- 
ble somethings  which  present  themselves  to  influence 
the  judgment."  Hut  we  shall  endeavor  to  describe 
some  considerations  that  had  weiglit  with  us  on  the 
present  occasion,  after  making  u  few  remarks  on 
our  former  culculatioiis  and  their  result. 

The  calcnlalions  o/lSl6/or  1820. 
These  were  made  after  much  reflection.  In  re- 
gard to  t!ie  states  of  .Mnine,  JW-.:)  Hampshire,  J\fas. 
sachu.iells,  Rhode  I.ilund,  Connecticut  and  Vermon'. 
they  were  nearly  correct,  as  by  a  reference  to  the 
exhibit  will  appear.  The  same  may  be  remarked  of 
the  estimates  for  JVetv  Jersey,  Pennsvl-aavta,  ►Wn/v^i 
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land,  Virginia,  JVartA  Carolina,  Georgia  and  O/iiu. 
In  some  instances,  in  r^\a;■a^d  to  these  Jifieen  states, 
the  calr.iibuun  diti'ered  from  tlie  result  only  in  a 
few  luiinlrt'ds  or  less,  and  in  none,  except  V*i'mont, 
didthey  aiHer  Widely, tlie  amounts  undercharge  lie- 
iiig  considered  J^'e-w  I'jrk;,  too,  was  not  so  much 
out  of  the  way,  when  the  peculiar  case  of  that 
si-Ait  IS  regarded.  ^V^  missf d  tlie  mark  conside 
rasiy  in  Kentuck-y,  Teimessse,  Indiana,  Mississippi 
(now.  111  part,  Alribamn  )  I.inpis,  Missouri  (xiow,  in 
pjirt,  Arkansas  Territory)  and  Jbchijan.  These 
all  (ell  iiuicii  short  o!  the  calculation,  except  Mis- 
sissippi and  \laba.na,  to  the  latter  of  which  there 
was  an  astonishing  emigration,  and  the  wilderness 
was,  as  if  by  magic,  converted  into  cotton  and 
curn  fields.  The  power  of  emigration  took  a  turn 
tljat  few,  if  any,  anticipated — and  Kentucky,  &c 
were  nut  only  >iei>nved  of  their  usual  supply,  but 
cuu'.ribuLed  r<ucii  to  the  population  of  Alabama. 
The  general  deficiency  i/f  the  aggregate  amount  of 
the  calculation,  is  ciiiefly  to  be  found  in  the  list 
meiiti  .ned  stales.  Our  calculation  was,  that  the 
wh.-de  population,  in  1820,  would  be  9,964,178, 
or  -about  oUO,t'UU  more  tiian  tlie  real  amount  ap- 
peared to  be — so  the  estimate  was  only  three 
per  cent,  dilferent  from  the  result.  The  dlscou 
ragem..nt  to  matrimony  hy  the  war,  the  absence 
of  -nany  men  iVom  their  homes,  and  the  decease 
of  no  small  r.uiiber  in  the  camp  and  fieid,  wiih 
tile  check  givv-n  to  emig'ration  from  foreign  coun- 
tries ;br  about  three  years,  may  reasiinably  account 
for  tins  deficiency.  The  curious  enqtiirer  kiiovvs 
how  to  appreciate  these  tilings,  and  can  under- 
staid  tiieir  effect  on  p.'pubtion.  The  occasion, 
li  'w -ver,  is  w.ll  fitted  again  to  endeavor  to  unde- 
ceive some  as  to  tiie  immediate  power  of  foreign 
<inujrraiion,  on  the  growiii  of  numbers  intiie  United 
Stales.  We  seido  n,  if  ever,  dinxtly  receive  15,000 
stiu.igers  in  a  year.  Sometimes  less  tiian  10,000, 
pe>'  -"ps  hariiy  5,000;  but  these,  being  geiit-.rally 
young  and  lie^tl  i«y  pers<;ns,  and,  feeling  ihCiDsels  es 
80  1  -catc-d  tli.it  i"e\  v-an  provide  tor  llie  wants  of 
a  ti.m!iy,  they  soon  yield  obedience  totheT?;*/  com 
mciv.d  a.-f!  their  increase  acts  in  a  geometrical  ratio. 
Iteniaiks  o:i  tlie  estimates  for  18.30. 

We  sii^H  enter  into  some  details  that  we  may 
par;iall>  e.ihibit  wiiat  was  the  course  of  our  reflec- 
tiiiiiS.  oroi  rea.soning  and  calculavioii.  It  has  cost 
us  uch  labor,  and,  witl.  our  present  views  or  liglils 
upv'ii  the  direction  of  emigration,  believe  it  is  as 
nearly  cnrr  ct — as  can  Ijc.  expected.  It  is  very 
p;is.-.,ole,  tnat  the  curreiK  no./  setting  to  the  states 
noith  west  of  tlieM)liio,  may  e.xtenil  itself  to  the 
erection  of  a  neia  state  north  of  Illinois  and  extend- 
ing from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  .Mississippi- -  or  that 
the  cuTi-nt  which  reaches  Alabama,  &c.  may  make 
a  halt  ai  Florida.  Six  new  states — viz  Louisiana, 
Jllississippi.  dlabama,  Indiana,  Illinois  &ii(i  Missouri, 
>ycre  added  to  tlie  union  in  tne  last  ten  years;  a'.d 
we  Cdii  expect  tliat  Arfcansas,iind  Michigan,  at  least, 
with  perhaps,  Florida,  and  a  north  western  state, 
for  Ahich  we  have  lieard  the  name  of  Frankiin 
suggested,  may  spring  up  in  the  same  period  ensu 
ing.  But  how  this  will  be — no  man  knowetli;  and 
we  have  not  made  any  allowance  ot  population  for 
them,  specially  or  individually  Their  probable, 
or  possible  numbers,  are  included  in  the  common 
amount 

We  shall  proceed  to  give  a  few  "remarks  on  par- 
ticui  ir  cases,  and  then  make  some  general  observa- 
tions on  the  rcsul!  of  our  estimates. 

The  ratio  of  increase  allowed  for  the  six  states — 
'31aine,  JS'ew  IJumps/die,  ^Massachusetts,  tihode  Is- 
lafidt  'C<jiinecticut  and  Vermont,  is  offered  with  a  con- 


siderable degree  of  ccfhfidencr.  It  is  a  liule,  but 
not  much,  diminished  from  the  former  successfu' 
estimate.  As  the  jjopiilation  becomes  more  dense* 
itie  disposition  to  emigrate  is  commonly  promoted 
— but  the  habits,  even  of  the  people  of  these  states, 
are  chauging;  they  are  applying  themselves  more 
and  more  to  manufacturing,  and  may  loig  maintain 
an  increase  of  inhabitants  by  new  applications  of 
industry  and  economy,  while  still  furnishing  large 
supplies  of  people  for  the  new  states.  A  sp.rit  too, 
is  abroad  among  them  that  may  pushjtheir  numbers 
far  beyond  the  estimates.  Several  important  ca- 
nals are  contemplated,  some  of  whicli  will,  doubt- 
less, be  perfected.  Tlie  force  of  internal  improve- 
iients  on  the  population  of  states,  is  yet  o.ily  pre- 
sumed'in  the  United  States:  we  sliall  hno-w  it  in  the 
next  ten  years.  tJut  ir  is  wonderful  that  we  cannot 
appreciate  it  now.  The  reason,  perhaps,  is — that 
we  do  not  like  the  trouble  oi'  tiiinking. 

Some  will  be  surprized  at  the  supposed  accession 
to  the  population  of  .A'ew  rork,  but  the  capital  that 
is  to  reiider  it  must  be  thought  of,  as  well  as  what 
may  be  expected  from  the  mightily  increasing  trade 
of  her  great  sea-port  (the  second  seat  of  foreign 
commerce  in  the  world),  and  her  gigantic  ana  truly 
sublime  internal  improvements      Her  lacreise from 
1810  to  1820  was  at  the  rate  of  40  per  ce  t,  we 
have   added   8   per  cent,  and  supposed  it  would 
amount  to  43,  for  the  ensui;ig  ten  years — by  reason 
of  tlie  tilings  jurst  stated,  and  tlie  astonishing  in- 
crease of  manufacturing  industry,  growth  of  sheep, 
flax,   Sec.  and   means  of  subsistence.     The  whole 
course  of  her  canals  will  be  as  througli  a  continuous 
village,  and  inillians  of  acres  of  as  goorl  land  as  the 
state  contains,  are  not  yet  oroiight  into  cultivation. 
The  ready  aiaiket  afTordcd  for  their  product    will 
not  sufler  them  to  lie  wnste.     If  no  great  uiifore- 
!  seen  event  happens,  our  estimate  vviii  prove  short 
I  of  the  amount  in  i8o0-     Villages,  containiiig  5C;  or 
!  100  tious:.'s,  appear  to  spring  up   as   if  in  a  niglit. 
I  Butfjlo,  so  reuiotc  tiiat  hardly  any  one  knew  -untcre' 
'ubout^iL  was  before  the  late  war,  wili,  very  proba- 
:  bly,  have  20,000  inhabitants  beiore  ISoO—and  so  on. 
!      We  have  given  to  JVeta  Jersey  about  the  rale  oi" 
i  increase  that  slie  supported  iu  the  last  ten  years. 
;  rliere   is  a  Lf  ge  emigration  from  a  part  of  this 
I  atatc,  but  the  manufacturing  dislricls  are  rising  in 
i  population. 

i'here  is  no  one  of  the  original  states  that  gave 
us  so  much  trouble  *bout  a  ratio  as  Pennsylvania, 
j  She  is  an  emigratiiig  and  immigrating  state,  on  a 
!  large  scale.  N  >twithstauding  iicr  increasefl  popu- 
j  iaiion,  we  have  allowc:d  her  a  tritle  more  than  the 
actual  rate  of  her  increase  in  the  last  period.  The 
powerful  etlbrts  made  in  this  state  to  facilitate  in- 
ternal intercourse,  by  roads,  bridges  and  canals, 
and  improving  the  beds  ol  rivers — the  revival  ot" 
raanufacturfs,  and  lier  great  resources  in  coal,  iron, 
Sic.  will,  probably,  fully  maintain  the  rate  allowed. 
We  think  it  more  likely  to  shew  an  increase  than 
a  diminution,  by  the  census  next  to  be  taken.  It 
should  be  recollected  also,  that  since  the  census  oi" 
1810,  tills  state  has  passed  through  that  dtpopulaiing 
ordeal,  the  accursed  paper  system — her  rflsta/-lit- 
ter  of  banks  has  disappeared,  and  their  effect  has 
nearly  ceased  to  operate.  Among  bis  checks  to 
population.  Malthas  ought  to  have  put  down  manur 
factories  of  paper  money, 

Delaware  and  Maryland  are  rapidly  going  a-stern.. 
They  are  emigrating  states,  and  from  the  latter  ma- 
ny slaves  are  transported.  The  increase  in  these 
may  be  said  to  be  confined  to  t,he  mamiftcturing 
pari.s,  or  those  coiiniies  in  which  there  are  the  few- 
est slaves.    This  is  an  important  truvb,  and  it  is  «/>;» 
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plicable  to  such  districts  in  most  of  the  other  states  so 
conditioned.  The  census  of  ISIO  speaks  in  a  lan- 
guage that  should  not  be  disreganled.  It  is  the 
thunder  of  fact — shewn  in  obstinate  figures.* 

A  few  additional  remarks  may  be  made  on  the 
condition  of  Delaware  an  Marylandthat  will  equal- 
ly suit  the  "meredian"  of  others. 

The  whole  amount  of  "irunufacturers"  returned 
by  the  last  census,  for  Delaware  is  2,821,  many  of 
whom  are  heads  of  families  Of  these  1,444,  or 
more  than  one  half  of  the  whole,  are  located  in  the 
small  "liundreds"  cf  Urandvwine,  Christiana  and 
Mil!  Creek. 

In  1800,  tiiese  coun'.y  divisions  contained  10,702 
persons— in  1820  they  liad  14,197 — shewing- an  in- 
crease of  thirty- l-:<o  and  an  half  per  cent. 

Cedar  Creek,  St.  Jones',  and  Bahimore  hundreds, 
in  the  same  state,  have  the  fewest  prrsons  returned 
as  manufactavers— only  40  in  ali.  In  1800,  these 
county  (livisio'.^s  contained  5,530  persons;  in  1820, 
the  censiii  gave  them  5,927,  or  an  increase  of  one 
per  cent,  in  twenty  years. 

For  Maryland,  the  amount  of  manufacturers  re- 
turn ^-d  is  18,640— of  these  11,247  are  located  in 
IJaltimore,  F'cderick  and  Washington  counties, 
which,  by  the  note  inserted  below,  liave  increased 
at  tlie  rate  of  nearly y?/?u  per  cent,  in  twenty  years. 
Charles,   Prince  G.-orge,  and  St.  Mary's  counties, 

*\Ve  shall  take  a  few  counties  in  Maryland  and 
Virginia  to  shew  the  force  of  this  remark.  Those 
put  down  to  were  selected  by  chance,  just  as  they 
appeared  to  have  the  greatest  and  the  least  propor- 
tion of  slaves  in  1800,  and  will  serve  to  shew  that 
the  general  idea  is  a  correct  one. 
///  .Maryland. 


Baltimore,      city 

and  county. 
Washington 
Frederick 


1«00. 


1V2j. 


Slaves. 


8,826 

2,20u 
4,572 


Total.  ^Siidves 


59,130  11,087 
18,650j  3,201 
51,523  6.648 


t'otal. 


96,190 
23,075 
40,549 


15.598  109,3J3:  20.936;  159.815 


The  population  has  increased  at  the  rate  ot  nca,- 
ly  50  per  cent — and  the  slaves  are  a  hitle  more 
than  one  eighth  of  the  whole. 
Charles  9,558     19,172 


Prince  George's 
SI.  Mary's 


12,191 
6,399 


i 
And  the  populat 
one  per  cent,  and 
half  of  the  whole. 


21,185 
13,699 


9,4l9i  16,500 
11.185 
5,975 


20  219 
12.974 


28.148     54,056    26,579  49,693 

ion  has  decreased  at  thf  rate  of 

the  slaves  are  more  than  one 

In  Virginia. 


Monongalia 

Ohio 

Shenandoah 


163 

257 
738 


_ 


8,540 

4,740 

12,547 


1.158    25.827 


375 

419 

1,901 


2,695 


H,U60 

9.182 

18,926 


Shewing  an  increa.se  of  thirty  three  per  cent. 


39,168 


Brunswick 

Caroline 

Dinwiddle 


9,422 

10,581 

6,868 


16,399 
17,447 
11,853 


10,081!    16,687 


10,9991 
7,7511 


18,008 
13,972 


26,871    45,699  28.83  Ij    48,66^ 


Or,  an  increase  at  the  rate  of  oiie  per  cent,  in  10 


vears 


Further  examples  are  needless.  We  have  not 
examined  the  rest  of  the  states,  but  suppose  that 
the  f3c»4  exhibited  will  generally  hold  gooi. 


have  only  1,173  persons  returned  as  manufacturers, 
and  their  population  has  decreased  fjue  per  cent. 
since  the  census  of  IS'jO, 

From  these  tacts  it  will  appear  evident  that  we 
should  not  have  allowed  any  increase  to>iJela\\are 
and  Marjland,  t!iou.:;^h  iheir  population  is  very 
sparse,  but  from  the  expectation  ot  a  rapid  increase 
in  the  maiiiifacturiiig  districts,  when  theconsur.er, 
in  the  lan.guage  of  Mr.  .Jelferson,  is  placed  by  the 
side  of  the  producer.  Such  is  the  operation  of  llie 
liome  market — plenty  reigns  and  population  rises 
wherever  this  market  is  establi-ihed.  It  is  nee>!lcss 
to  add,  that  a  free  population  is  the  first  pi-inciple 
of  power  in  a  state  The  best  lands  are  wortti 
nothing  untilled — and  a  million  of  muskets,  without 
hands  to  use  them,  would  be  as  harmless  to  an  ene- 
my as  so  many  corn  stalks. 

In  Virginia  and  A''orth  Carolina  tlie  increase  is 
chiefly  cvhiiuedto  the  new  western  counties.  There 
is  u  comjiarative  decrease  in  tiie  eastern  districts, 
on  account  of  the  emigration  fiO'Ti  what  are  cxilled 
u-jrn  out  lands  to  A'ubama,  &c.  To  Virginia  we 
allow  the  rite  of  increase  indicated  by  the  last  cen- 
sus; to  North  Carolina  t^-ree  cent,  less,  b-cause  of 
a  greater  proportionate  degree  of  emigration,  which 
effects  her  interior  just  now. 

To  Siuih  Carolina  and  Georgia,  jointh',  there  will 
be  a  considerable  increase;  because  tlieir  great  sim- 
ple may  not  be  materially  affected,  by  extru  pro- 
duction, for  a  few  years  to  come.  The  western 
parts  of  these  states  are  populating  pretty  rjpidly 
— the  eastern  are  throwing  out  seme  emigrantt 
and  a  good  many  slaves.  The  latter  nearly  equal 
the  white  inhabitants  accordin.g  to  our  estimate, 
as  it  is  shewn  that  they  do  at  the  present  lime  by 
the  census. 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee  will  receive  a  large  ac- 
cession of  people,  but  it  would  have  been  niudi 
larger,  especially  in  the  latter,  if  tue/»a/»er  system 
had  not  been  adopted.  It  iias  driven  utF  its  lens 
of  thousands,  and,  in  a  great  measure,  cliecked  fr  esh 
supplies  cf  people.  On  account,  however,  of  an 
increased  industry  applied  to  maiufuciurciandthe 
general  habits  of  economy  introduced  by  sufi'ering, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  fino  states  will  r-cover 
themselves  iifter  a  little  while,  ard  advance  again 
as  rapidly  as  ever  to  pov/er,  through  populaiof, 

Ohio  assumes  a  very  important  rank  in  our  esti- 
mates— the  third  state  for  representative  power. 
Though  the  capital  to  act  upon  has  increased  I  J'J 
per  cent,  we  have  allowed  to  her  prospective  popu- 
lation an  increase  of  only  70  per  cent  in  ten  yt-urs 
—or  an  advancse  in  numbers  not  much  greater  t!un 
the  actual  advance  exhibited  on  her  siuill  cipital 
of  1810.  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  ibe  future 
emigration  will  bear  the  aume  proportion  to  the  pre- 
sent  population  that  it  did  formerly  —yet  it  wilt  he 
great.  Tiie  choice  of  the  New  York  and  New  Or. 
leans  markets  is  about  to  be  oflered  to  her  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  effect  is  visible  in  a  thickening  of 
the  people  in  the  north  of  the  state,  though  as  yet 
nearly  a  wilderness.  The  success  of  her  manufac- 
tures is  already  apparent — she  exports  wheat,  wool, 
flax,  &:c.  in  large  quantities,  to  the  Atlantic  states, 
in  the  form  of  cloths.  Sec.  This  is  the  true  po- 
licy of  all  the  interior  districts  and  states.  It  is  a 
trite  and  true  saying,  "that  hogs  are  the  best 
sacks  to  carry  com  to  market  in" — and  its  pouit 
applies  with  much  more  Ibrce  wlien  we  extend  the 
idea,  and  say,  that  hogs  are  best  cjrried  to  market 
in  broad-cloths,  linens  and  other  manutactutes. 

The  press  of  people  to  Louiriana  has  been  ar- 
rested by  Alabama,  partially  extended  to  Arka.isas 
and  v/ill  probably  be  further  inferred  with  by  Fij. 
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rida— sti'l,  as  her  capital  is  small,  the  increase  will 
bear  u  high  }>er  centum.  The  same  remarlis  may  be 
applied  to  Jlississipfn,  which,  indeed,  also  furnish- 
es many  emigrants  to  Texas,  &c. 

Jllaba7nn  IS  ihe  wonder  of  llje  south,  and,  though 
her  population  is  already  very  handsome,  her  in- 
crease 'nay  be  at  the  rate  of  125  per  cent,  for  the 
cnsuiiij.;-  ten  years,  llev  lands  arc  cheap  and  good, 
and  generally  healthy— their  product  valuable. 
This  state  has  risen  more  rapidly  than  any  other 
except  Ohio,  having  received  the  chief  force  of 
the  southern  emigration  for  four  or  five  years  past 
— a  part  of  wliich  is  now,  however,  stopping  in 
riorida.  The  amount  of  slaves  given  to  this  state, 
seems  large — but  it  must  be  recollected  that  the 
great  staple  is  cotton — that  much  more  land  is  pur- 
chased than  is  cultivated,  and  that  the  chief  piu-- 
pose  of  the  land  holders  will  be  to  supply  it  with 
laborers. 

Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri  may  increase  much 
more,  or  a  gr.at  deal  less,  than  we  have  estimated 
their  increase  at.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
present  territories,  Michigan  and  .Arkansas.  Tlie 
current  of  emigration  is  not  only  oftentimes  aug- 
mented or  diminished  by  circumstances,  but  its  di- 
rection is  always  uncertain.  As  before  observed, 
it  is,  however,  probable  that  the  territories  will  be 
,  come  states  before  the  next  census. 

We  cannot  make  any  calculation  about  Florida. 
The  present  population  is  nearly  8000.  The  title 
to  lands  in  tnis  territory  is  very  uncertain — and 
speculation,  as  well  as  actual  settlement,  is  greatly 
retarded  by  it.  The  Indians  too,  seem  to  be  in  the 
way,  for  they  occupy  many  of  the  most  fertile  dis- 
tricts. We  know  but  little  of  the  country  as  yet 
— some  accounts  make  it  a  paradise,  and  others 
report  it  as  consisting  chiefly  of  barren  sands  and 
Vintiealthy  swamps. 

Nor  are  we  able  to  estimate  Vi^hat  may  be  the 
population  of  the  country  north  of  Illinois  and  ex- 
tending from  lake  Michigan  to  the  Mississippi. — 
The  land  has  not  been  surveyed,  nor  is  much  of 
the  Indian  title  extinguished.  There  are  reasons 
to  believe  that  there  will  be  a  rush  of  people  to 
this  territory  at  some  future  day,  but  when  we  can- 
not undertake  even  to  suppose 

GKSEHAT.  KKMAISKS. 

Having  made  up  our  aggregate  of  12,rr8,812, 
as  the  amount  of  the  population  of  the  United 
States  in  18  >0,  we  thought  we  would  ascertain,  by 
the  rule  of  three,  how  this  estimate  stood  with  the 
fiicts  as  ascertjiincd,  and  v/e  stated  the  question 
thus — avoiding  fractions  of  thousands:  If  7,240.000 
in  1810,  gave  an  increase  of  2,420,000  in  1820,  what 
■will  9,660,000  give  in  1830?  The  product  is 
5,230,000,  which,  added  to  the  capital  of  9,660,265, 
amounts  to  12,890,265.  This  differs  from  our  cal- 
culation only  in  the  sum  of  111,453— and  when  the 
reader  is  assured,  that  tlie  estimate  for  each  ^nd  eve 
ry  state  was  made  on  considerations  of  iJ«  ouvj  na 
tore  or  prospects,  without  the  remotest  idea  as  to 
what  the  aggreg.Te  would  produce,  he  will  find 
reason  to  apprehend  that  much  caution  and  care 
■was  used,  and  that  some  degree  of  reliance  may 
be  placed  on  the  result. 

The  progress  of  the  slave  population  is  also  esti- 
mated, and  we  have  attempted  to  locate  this  most 
unfortunate  race  of  people.  We  apprehend  that, 
in  1830,  there  wi'l  not  be  any  slaves  in  either  of 
the  states  east  of  Delaware  or  in  those  north-west 
of  the  Ohio,  though  there  is  now  a  few  in  some  of 
them.  If  any  should  remain,  they  will  be  aged  per- 
sons; for  slavis  cannot  be  in  any  wise  introduced 
ioto  those  states. 


The  amount  of  slaves  in  1810,  vv'as  1,191,364 — in 
1820,  1,547,534:*  then,  by  the  rule  of  three,  if 
1,191,000  give  an  increase  of  356,000,  what  will 
1,547,5.34  produce?  The  answer  is  462,000,  which, 
added  to  the  capital  of  1,547,536  makes  an  ag- 
gregate of  2,000,534,  and  this  agrees  very  near- 
ly with  our  supposed  amount  of  this  people, 
though  calculated  and  located  without  counting 
on  the  general  product,  until  the  table  was  fi- 
nished. In  respect  both  to  free  persons  or  slaves, 
we  have  felt  pleased  that  the  esiimales  ratlier 
fell  short  of  what  the  application  of  the  above 
rule  produced — for,  though  the  war,  &c.  as  before 
stated,  undoubtedly  retarded  the  progress  of  popu- 
lation in  the  last  ten  years,  still  it  appears  to  us 
tiiat,  as  tlie  amount  of  capital  increases,  there  will 
be  some  reduction  of  the  ratio  of  increase — but  such 
reduction  will  not  be  large  until  our  country  is 
much  better  filled  with  people  than  it  now  is.  Tliis 
may  be  easily  understood  by  reflecting  that  5,000 
foreign  emigrants,  acting  on  a  capital  of  100,000 
persons,  shews  an  increase  of  5  per  cent,  but  the 
same  number  operating  on  a  capital  of  200,000.  ad- 
vances the  amount  only  at  the  rate  of  2^  per  cent. 

In  estimating  periods  of  ten  years  for  the  in- 
crease of  a  people,  it  must  be  recollected  that  they 
act  geometrically:  and  thus,  though  one  period  of 
ten  years  may  shew  an  increase  of  only  or  less  than 
a  third,  the  population  may  double  in  25  years, 
because  increase  begets  increase.  These  minu- 
tiae may  be  deemed  superfluous  by  many,  but  we 
are  anxious  that  every  one  should  understand  us, 
and  advance  in  the  knowledge  of  political  eco- 
nomy. 

In  making  an  attempt  of  this  sort,  we  are  per- 
fectly assured  that  we  render  ourselves  liable  to 
suspicions  of  partiality;  and,  possibly,  some,  in  not 
less  than  20  of  the  26  states  and  territories,  will 
think  that  their  peculiar  section  has  been  under- 
rated. We  have  not  the  least  wish  to  deprive  any 
one  of  the  right  of  thinking  as  he  pleases— but 
would  beg  leave  respectfully  to  assure  every  re- 
fleeting  person,  that  the  estimates  have  been  made 
with  conscientious  views  to  the  results — with  a 
spirit  to  indulge  a  laudable  curiosity  and  encou- 
rage the  study  of  statistics— to  instruct  ourselves 
and  others. 

EXPLANATION  OF  THE  TABLE. 

The  first  division  of  the  labia  (shewn  by  the  don- 
ble  rule),  gives  the  names  of  the  states,  the  rate  of 
percent,  of  increase  allowed  in  1816  for  the  amount 
of  the  population  in  1820,  the  product  of  the  calcu- 
lations upon  it,  the  real  amount  ascertained  by  the 
census;  and  what  proportion  of  the  whole  people 
were  slaves.  Theseconddivisionof  the  table  shews 
the  rate  of  increase  allowed  for  the  ensuing  ten 
years,  the  amount  of  free  persons  and  slaves,  and 
the  aggregate  of  both,  witii  the  present  represen- 
tative  numbers  of  the  seve'.-al  states  and  what  they 
will  amount  to,  according  to  the  estimates,  in  1830. 
The  representative  number  is  determined  by  add- 
ing to  the  amount  o'l  free  persons  three-fifths  of  all 
others  (meaning  slaves),  except  Indians  not  taxed. 
In  the  column  slicwing  the  probable  amount  of 
slaves,  t'lere  are  a  ft;w,  and  a  very  few  only,  of  this 
people  in  the  states  marked  thus:  (*),  but  we  have 
supposed  that  slavery  would  be  e.'^tinct  in  them  in 
1830. 


♦Thisincludes  the  6,098  slaves  contained  in  the 
additional  return  from  Kersliaw  di.strict,  South  Ca- 
rolina,  and  allows  10,000  for  the  imperfect  retuvri 
of  the  population  of  Alabama. 
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(jj'The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  representatives  to  wliich  the  several  sVatc!  were,  or 
are  entitled  according  to  the  apportionment  by  the  ratio  of  33,000  fixed  for  1790  and  ISOO,— of  35.009 
for  1810,— of  40,000  for  1820— and  of  50,000,  which  will  probably  be  abotit  the  ra.io  of  1830,  focmd- 
ed  on  our  estimates.     It  is  intended  to  shew  the  comparative /)o.to'c«/ progress  of  the  states. 


STATES    AND  TEBHITOniES. 

1st  congress. 

1790 
4 

1800 

1810 

1320 
6 

1830. 

fractions 

New  Hampshire           .... 

5 

6 

5 

30.7S5 

Maine                ^      •             • 

Massachusetts  3             .... 

8 

14 

17 

20 

\.l 

7 
11 

22,919 
25,615 

Rhode  Island          .             .             »             .             • 

1 

o 

? 

2 

2 

1 

41.365 

Connecticut      .             .             . 

5 

7 

7 

7 

6 

5 

39,';34 

A^'ermont     .            .            .            •            •            • 

'4' 

4 

6 

5 

5 

21,1  9 

New  York  .             .            r            •            •            • 

6 

10 

17 

27 

34 

40 

31,762 

New  Jersey      .             .             .             »             . 

4 

5 

6 

6 

6 

6 

19,211 

Pennsylvania    ..... 

8 

13 

18 

23i     26 

26 

43,9-23 

Delaware    ...... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

27.769 

Maryland          ..... 

6 

8 

9 

9 

9 

7 

41,873 

Virginia      ...... 

10 

19 

22 

23 

22 

19 

33.90,3 

North  Carolina              ...» 

5 

10 

12 

13 

13 

12 

11.488 

South  Carolina      ..... 

5 

6 

8 

9 

9 

8 

47,855 

Georgia              » 

3 

2 

4 

6 

7 

7 

2;^6 

Kentucky  ....•• 

2 

6 

10 

12 

13 

13  612 

Tennessee        ..... 

3 

6 

9 

10 

26.798 

Ohio            ...... 

1 

6 

14 

19 

38,437 

Louisiana           ..... 

1 

3 

3 

9,429 

Mississippi  ^           .             .             .             •             • 
Alabama     5     • 

1 

1 

1 

37,627 

1 

3 

5 

31,500 

Indiana        .             .             .             .             .' 

1 

3 

6 

31.150 

Illinois  ...... 

1 

1 

3 

43.233 

Missouri     .             .             ,i             .             ' 

1 

1 

6,465 

Arkansas            ..... 

1 

23,638 

Michigan    ..;... 

142 

I 

225 

3.376 

Whole  number 

65 

105 

186!  212 

If  our  calculations 
the  states  will  stand 
Gross  numbers. 

1  New  York 

2  Pennsylvania 

3  Virginia 

4  Ohio 

5  Kentucky 

6  North  Carolina 

7  South  Carolina 

8  Massachusetts 

9  Tennessee 

10  Maryland 

11  Georgia 

12  Maine 

13  Alabama 

14  Indiana 

15  New  Jersey 

16  Connecticut 

17  New  Hampshire 

18  Vermont 

19  Louisiana 

20  Illinois 

21  Missoui'i 

22  Mississippi 

23  Rhode  Island 

24  Arkansas 

25  Delaware 

26  Michigan 


In  1763,  the  population  and  commercial 
of  the  colonies  stood  thus: — 

Population.     Imports, 


shall  be  realized,  the  grade  of 
thus: 

For  representation 

1  New  York 

2  Pennsylvania 

3  Ohio 

4  Virginia 

5  Kentucky 

6  North  Carolina 

7  Massachusetts 

8  Tennessee 

9  South  Carolina 

10  Maryland 

11  Maine 

12  Georgia 

13  Indiana 

14  New  Jersey 

15  Connecticut 

16  Alabama 

17  New  Hampshire 

18  Vermont 

19  Illinois 

20  Louisiana 

21  Missouri 

22  Rhode  Island 

23  Mississippi 

24  Delaware 

25  Arkansas 

26  Michigan 


In  1776  the  population  of  the  United  States  was 
supposed  to  be  3,000,000. 
1799  it  was  3,929,326  Increase  30  per  ct.  in  14  yrs. 
Tsnn  5,303  666  :^5      do.    inlOvrs. 


Georgia 
South  Carolina 
North  Carolina 
Virginia 
Maryland 
Pennsylvania 
New  Jer,sey 
New  York 
New  England 


12,000 
130,000  ^ 
1200005 
200,000  -) 
150,000  5 
180,000 

85.000 
115  000 
425.000 


^14,469 
282,266 

642,294 
38,228 

53,988 
74,815 


relations 

Exports. 

ir44,909 

250,232 

555,391 
284,253 

238,560 
258,855 


1,417,000       1,106,060       1,632,200 
Progress  nf  the  free  white  population. 
In  the  year  1790  3,172,146 

1800  4,296,745 

1810  5,862,093 

1820  7,856,269 

(Supposed)       1830  10,816,812 

Shewing  an  increase  at  the  rate  of  about  t]ire$ 
hundred  and  forty  per  cent,  in  a  period  of  forty  years. 


1800 

1810  7,239,903 

1820  9,660,265 

1830  sup.  12.789,505* 


36A 
33^ 
32i 


do.  in  10  yrs. 
do.  in  10  yrs. 
do.    in  10  vrs, 


•At  the  moment  of  putting  down  this  amount  a,, 


drawn  from  the  table,  finished  several  days  ago, 

1  found  among  my  statistical  scraps  a  calculation  of 

the  population  of  the  U.  States  from  1830  to  1909. 

The  writer  estimates  it,  in  1830,  at  12,833,655. 

1840  17,116,526 

1850  23,815,368 

1860  31,753,824 

1870  42,238,432 

1880  56,450,242 

1890  77,266,989 

1900  100,453,985 

Rut  this  progress  will  not  be  maintained.     The 

rate  of  increase  will  ?!a<7fra//v  be  somewhat  lessened 

every  ten  years,  without  the  operation  of  any  of  the 

violent  checks  to  population,  which  such  a  mighty* 

'  amount  of  numbers  will  subject  the  people  to. 
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Progress  of  live  slave 

In  tLe  year  1790 

1800 

1810 

1820 

(Supposed)        1830 


fotulaiion. 

697,697 

896,b49 

1,191  o4-6 

1,531,436 

l,y6^,000 


Shewing  an  increase  at  rate  of  rattier  less  than 
three  hutulred  per  cent  in  40  years. 

In  the  year  1790,  the  five  wi.iies  were  as  A^j  is 
to  1,  compared  with  the  slave  pojjulation;  in  1820, 
as  5-7  to  1;  in  1830,  (suppubed),  as  6.5  to  1.  So  it 
appears  thai  the  tree  whiles  are  considerably  gain- 
ing on  the  anaount  of  slaves. 

The  following  exhibits  the  amount  of  free  per- 
sons in  the  several  states,  and  shews  the  number  of 
fiee  white  males  in  each  between  the  ages  of  16 
and  45 — calculated  thus:  if  298,000  free  pt-.rsons  in 
Maine,  gave  56,000  fiee  wlute  males  between  the 
ages  of  16  and  45  in  tlie  year  1820,  wl.at  will  373,000 
produce  in  1830?  jins.  70,0i>0.  Fractions  of  thou- 
sands are  avoided;  if  h  ss  than  500,  not  counted — if 
more  added,  and  callea  IbOO. 


1  population  of  a  country  are  males,  capable  of  de- 
fending it:  Uie  hale  and  hearty  persons  over  45 
years  of  age,  being  supposed  fully  adequate  to  make 

j  up  any  deficiency  thai  ma\  arise  from  the  mcapa- 
bilities  of  those  between  the  ages  of  16  and  45. — 
There  is  a  greater  proportion  of  children  in  the 
Un.ted  States,  under  16,  to  the  general  amount  of 
tne  population,  tliap  in  any  other  country,  on  ac- 
count of  early  marriages. 


18: 

.0. 

8TA.TBS, 

Supposed 

Flee  white 

free  pcrsuns. 

males  between 
16  and  45. 

1.  New  York  . 

2.031,762 

404,000 

2.  Pennsylvania  .         . 

1,343,229 

255,000 

3.  Ohio    .... 

988  437 

188,000 

4.  Virginia  .         , 

691.250 

126,000 

5.  Massachusetts     . 

575,616 

114,000 

6.  Kentucky 

558.612 

102,000 

7.  Ti-nnessee  . 

460,797 

78,000 

8.  North  Carolina        , 

455,488 

79,000 

9   Maine 

372.919 

70,000 

10.  Indijna   .         , 

331,150 

65,000 

11.  Maryland     .         . 

324,873 

58.000 

12   New  Jersey     .         . 

319,211 

57,000 

13   Conneclicut 

289,048 

54.000 

14.  South  Carolina 

283.151 

53,000 

15.  New  Hampshire  . 

280,785 

52,000 

16.  Vermont 

271,129 

52,000 

17.  Georgia 

236,236 

45,000 

18   Alabama 

197,500 

41,000 

19.  llitiu.is 

193,238 

42,000 

20.  tlissouri 

141,465 

32.000 

21.  Louisiana    .         , 

99,429 

24,000 

22.  Uhode  Island  . 

91,365 

17,000 

23.  Delaware     , 

76,569 

12,000 

24.  .Mississippi 

60,627 

14,000 

25.  .\ikans;is 

55,638 

12.000 

26.  VSichigan 

53,376 

•17,000 

27.  District  of  Columbia 

32,951 

6,000 

Il0,8l6,812 

2,068,000 

(j;j=Deduct  about  300,000  to  shew  the  supposed 
amount  of  the  free  -white  population. 

In  a  population  like  ours,  so  unstable  as  to  its  lo- 
cation, it  IS  impossible  to  fix  an  average  that  will 
apply  to  particular  states  or  districts,  to  shew 
the  proportion  of  persons  supposed  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms — but  tlie  general  amount  nearly  corres- 
ponds with  what  European  writers  have  said  on  the 
subject,  which  i«.''iat  n  arly  oiu-  fifh  of  tlie  wh  'le 
'  *Miciiigan  .uul  some  oUieis  ol  the  new  staces  or 
territories,  cannot  sustain  the  rule  of  proportion  al- 
lowed. The  extraordinary  faot  exists  that,  at  the 
last  census,  one  third  of  the  whole  population  of  the 
territory  named  weiejree  luhite  malts  bc'vWeen  the 
ages  of  16  and  45. 


Death  of  Mr.  Torres. 

FUOM  THE   AURORA,  JULY    16. 

Died — On  Monday,  the  loth  oi  July,  at  Hamil- 
tonville,  near  Pluladelphia,  MANUEL  TORIJES, 
minister  of  the  Colonihian  republic  near  the  United 
States,  in  the  58th  y  ear  of  his  age, 

I'he  cause  of  human  nature  has  lost  one  of  its 
most  disinterested  and  ablest  advoGutcs — and,  per- 
haps, to  Colombia  and  the  whole  of  Spanish  Ame- 
rica, the  loss  IS  irrepar;ible:  nor  is  the  departure  of 
this  rarely  gifted  man  a  light  considei  ation  to  those 
interests  which  naturally  unite  the  Northern  with 
Southern  America,  in  that  great  comniunion  of  se- 
curity and  unity,  to  the  accelleration  of  which  he 
had  devoted  the  last  thirty-five  years  of  his  life,  and, 
in  effect,  life  itself. 

Mr,  Torres  was  educated  for  the  military  profes- 
sion, at  the  celebrated  military  school  at  Sorei — his 
first  appearance  in  any  public  character  'was  a  lieu- 
tenant in  a  military  corps  in  New  Grena  da,  under 
the  vice  royalty  of  his  maternal  uncle,  \io\n  Antonio 
Cabellero  y  Gongara,  who  also  united  the  charac- 
ter of  archbishop  with  that  of  viceroy,  and  the 
afiection  of  the  people  wherever  subject  to  his 
authority. 

It  was  to  his  excellent  military  education,  and  the 
benevolent  cares  of  this  excellent  viceroy,  that  the 
young  heutenaiit  of  engineers,  Mr.  Tomes,  attri- 
buted  the  formation  of  his  own  character  a  nd  prin- 
ciples; and  singular,  as  he  has  often  remarked  to 
the  writer  of  this  article,  it  was  to  a  Cathol'ic  arch- 
bishop and  Spanish  viceroy  he  owed  all  thase  prin- 
ciples which  taught  him  to  set  the  proper  value  oa 
what  is  called  nobility,  and  to  love  liberty  a.nd  be  a 
republican.  It  is  more  than  thirty  five  years  since 
he  entered  into  measures  which  had  fortheir  object 
the  emancip:ition  of  South  America  and  the  forma- 
tion of  a  vast  confederacy  of  free  states,  having  a 
common  character  and  reciprocal  relations  through- 
out the  new  world. 

Twenty-eight  years  ago,  the  design  was  disco- 
vered;  some  of  the  conspirators — for  they  were  then 
conspirators — were  seized  and  imprisoned,  araon^ 
whom  was  Mr.  Torres:  the  affection  he  had  acquir- 
ed, as  the  private  secretary  of  the  viceroy,  as  inten- 
dant  of  the  different  provinces,  as  Choco,  Cartha- 
gena,  and  Santa  Martha,  rendered  the  walls  of  his 
prison  feeble;  and  he  found  his  way  to  the  United 
States,  where  he  has  ever  since,  nearly  twenty-six 
years,  been  a  constant  resident.  During  the  epoch 
of  his  first  years  he  was  opulent,  and  he  received 
such  remittances  from  his  connections  as  enabled 
him  to  hold  intercourse  with  the  most  fashionable 
circles;  the  generosity  of  his  ch.iracter  exposed 
him  to  imposition,  and  he  was  defrauded  by  men, 
whom  be  had  served,  of  g70,000,  §40,000  and 
other  lesser  sums;  so  that,  at  the  crisis  of  that  re- 
volution which  his  unceasing  correspondence  and 
counsels,  from  Mexico  to  La  Plata  and  Chili,  had 
contributefl  to  promote  and  regulate,  he  suffered 
in  common  with  the  friends  who  fought  the  battles, 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  [irivatiou  inciilent  to  a  loss  of 
fortune.  It  was  in  tliis  trying  school' that  his  virtues 
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vere  tested;  and  it  was  in  this  situation  that  those; 
•who  had  the  honor  and  the  advantage  of  his  con-| 
fidence,  saio  the  man — the  patriot—Xhe  reptiblican — j 
never  more  confident  than  wlien  all  around  seemed 
desperate;  and  liimself  devising  and  suggesting  the 
means,  and  contributing,  by  his  magnanimous  coun- 
sels and  courage,  to  cheer  the  desponding,  and  in- 
vigorate the  virtuous.  To  him  all  the  agents  from  all 
sections  of  South  America  resorted,  as  Xh^  Fraiih- 
tin  of  the  southern  world;  and  in  his  experience  and 
sagacity,  thty  found  the  counsels  and  the  resour- 
ces by  which  the  revolution  was  consummated;  di- 
visions quietted  or  averted;  enmities  subdued;  the 
jealousies  incident  to  revolutions  frustrated;  and  a 
common  sentiment,  find  a  due  knowledge  of  their 
common  interests  spread  overSoiiih  America.  His 
talents  as  a  mathematici;>n,  and  his  general  learn- 
ing, were  transcendant;  tlie  writer  of  tiiis  article, 
vvlio  has  known,  perhaps,  the  ablest  men  of  three 
quarters  of  the  globe,  never  knew  among  them  all 
his  equal;  it  is  not  to  disparage  any,  but  to  present 
some  idea  of  this  great  man's  eminence,  and  the 
hea\  y  loss  of  his  country,  that  this  form  of  compa 
rison  is  adopted. 

His  disease  was,  primarily,  the  asthma,  with 
■which  he  was  periodically  afflicted  during  the  se- 
verity of  our  winters.  Severe  application  to  his  du- 
ties, and  the  desire  to  perform  himself  what  is 
usu^iU}'  performed  by  amanuensis,  were  efTorlstoo 
severe  for  a  frame  naturally  delicate.  The  i^cog- 
jiition  of  American  independence  by  our  govern- 
ment, imposed  upon  him  a  duty  with  which  he  con- 
ceived he  could  not,  at  any  hazard,  dispense;  be- 
ing advised  by  a  friend  not  to  proceed  to  the  seat 
of  government  in  his  enfeebled  state,  that  it  might 
endanger  his  life— "Well,  said  he,  "1  have  devoted 
thirty  five  years  to  tliis  object — I  have  lived  for  no- 
thing else — and  can  1  hesitate  to  consummate  the 
last  act  tiint  compensates  all  that  I  have  under 
gone."  IJutyou  may  doyour  duty  without  hazard- 
ing lite-— "well,"  said  he,  playfully,  «'if  I  go  off,  1 
shall  do  what  men  who  have  rendered  great  ser- 
vices to  their  country  should  do — defeat  envy  and 
prevent  ingratitude  by  my  retirement."  He  perform- 
ed his  duty,  visited  Washington,  was  honorably  re 
ceived,  reUirned  and  has  lingered  out  the  interval 
from  that  period  in  a  slow  but  not  a  painful  siate — 
his  miiid  perfect  and  composed  to  the  last. 


rCSERAL   OF    Tlir    COI.OMBIAW    AlIBASSADOn. 

From  the  Jinrora,  July  18. 

The  testimony  of  public  sentiment,  and  that  cor- 
diality which  prevails  between  the  people  of  the 
two  sections  of  the  new  world,  was  very  honorably 
marked  in  the  spontaneous  concurrence  of  the 
civil,  military,  and  naval  authorities,  and  t!ie  citizens 
of  rhiladelphia  generally,  in  doing  the  lust  acts  of 
respect  to  the  first  accredited  minister  of  the  first 
southern  republic  of  the  new  world.  There  was 
much  due,  and  much  respect  was  paid  to  the  great 
qualities  and  character  of  the  individual — but  it 
was  the  great  cause  of  all  America,  and  the  sym- 
pathy produced  by  the  recency  of  the  recognition 
of  the  Colombian  republic,  and  the  demise  of  a 
man  whose  devotion  to  that  cause,  whose  profound 
views  and  wisdom  had  contributed  so  much  to  en- 
lighten our  own  government,  and  to  strengthen 
the  ties  which  had  been  formed  by  his  sagacity  and 
moderation,  between  the  two  sections  of  the  new 
world, that  operated  to  produce  that  generous  con- 
course which  was  testified  by  th-j  solemnity  of  the 
last  service  of  his  mortal  sepai-ation. 

In  conformity  with  the  virtues  of  the  deceased, 
and  with  the  usages  of  the  country  of  whose  go- 


vernment he  was  the  representative,  the  religious 
forms  of  his  country  were  carefully  observed  from 
his  demise  to  his  interment;  and  the  zeal  of  those 
friends  to  whom  he  had  committed  the  care  of  his 
concerns,  had  provided  that  nothing  should  be 
omitted  which  the  laws  of  hospitality  and  the  cus- 
tomsof  his  country  appeared  to  calf  for,  from  the 
liberality  of  the  community  among  whom  he  had 
spent  so  many  years. 

The  trustees  of  St.  Mary's  church,  to  the  credit 
of  their  liberality,  offered  their  cemetery  as  the  de- 
pository of  his  remains,  and  the  reverend  pastor  of 
that  church  himself,  as  it  were,  but  just  risen  from 
the  chamber  of  his  conv.alescency,  to  join  in  the 
religious  service,  which,  from  the  peculiarity  of  the 
occasion,  he  deemed  too  important  not  lo  call  for 
the  efforts  of  his  holy  zeal,  even  under  too  evident 
ill  health. 

The  civil  authorities  of  Philadelphia  assembled 
very  soon  after  the  hour  publicly  notified,  at  the 
house  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  esq.  and  were  soon 
joined  by  the  officers  of  the  navy,  who,  at  the  invi- 
tation  of  commodore  Bainbridge,  hastened,  with 
the  accustomed  alacrity  and  generosity  of  the  naval 
character,  to  join  in  the  common  tribute  of  respect 
to  the  reprtsentative  of  a  sister  republic  of  the  new 
world. 

General  Cadwallader  and  the  military  corps  of 
his  division— -and  the  officers  of  the  uniformed 
corps  of  the  city  generally,  also  assembled. 

The  procession  formed  at  a  few  minutes  before 
ten  o'clock,  and  proceeded  down  Walnut  street  to 
Eeighth— thence  by  Spruce  street  to  Fourth — and 
thence  to  St.  Mary's  church;  where  the  bier  being 
deposited  in  the  great  aisle,  a  solemn  service  wad 
executed  by  the  organ  and  choir  of  the  church. 

The  bier  was  then  conveyed  to  the  place  of  in- 
terment, where  a  brick  vault  had  been  prepared  to 
receive  it,  and  the  intt- rment  took  place  witii  an  im- 
posing  solemnity—the  deceased  being  at  once  the 
first  ambassador  of  South  America,  and  the  first 
foreign  diplomatic  character  who  died  since  the 
establishment  of  our  governinent. 

ORDER  OF  THE  PROCESSION. 
Two  vergers,  with  staves. 
A  file  of  infantry  in  advance. 
An  armed  infantry  corps  to  do  military  honors. 
A  band  of  wind  instruments  and  tambours. 
A  band  of  fifes  and  drums,  musical  corps,  alternat- 
ing solemn  music. 
Two  corps  of  armed  infantry. 
A  beadle  or  verger. 
A  carriage  with  the  reverend  Mr.  Hogan  and  the 
reverend  Mr.  O'Flinn. 
The  bier  in  a  covered  hearse. 
The  chief  mourners. 
Commodore  Daniels  of  the  Colombian  navy. 
Four  youths  of  the  Colombian  republic:  two  of 

them  sons  of  gen.  Paez,  a  third  his  adopted. 

Judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  other  courts. 

The  executors  of  the  deceased, 

R.  W.  Meade,  esq.  and  colonel  Duane. 

The  agent  of  independent  Mexico. 

The  agent  of  free  Brazil. 

Officers  of  the  Colombian  and  Mexican  navy. 

The  physicians  of  the  deceased. 

Reverend  clergymen  of  the  reformed  churches 

(ienileman  of  the  bar. 

The  officers  of  tlie  city  corporation. 

Officers  of  the  United  States'  navy,  in  uniform. 

Officers  of  tlie  United  Slates'  marine  corps. 

Officers  of  the  uniformed  corps. 

•General  Cadwallader  and  suit. 

Citiisens  in  double  files. 
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A  band  of  wind  instrumeins. 
A  band  of  fifes  and  drums,  alternating 
solemn  music. 

A  train  of  citizens  in  carriages. 
When  the  advance  of  the  funerul  party  had 
gained  the  entrance  of  the  church  yard,  tlie  armed 
corps  who  had  marched  with  arms  in  reverse,  open- 
ed to  the  right  and  left,  facing  inward,  and  resting 
on  armsreversed,  the  procession  continuing  througli 
the  avenue  thus  formed,  into  the  great  aisle,  where 
the  usuul  service  of  the  dead,  according  to  the  Ca- 
tholic ritual,  was  recited  in  the  English  language, 
by  the  rev.  Mr.  Hogan,  assisted  by  the  rev.  Mr. 
O'Flinn;  and,  after  an  anthem,  the  beir  was  carried 
in  procession  to  the  vault  which  had  been  prepaired 
for  the  reception  of  the  corpse;  and  being  "com- 
mitted ashes  to  ashes,  and  dust  to  dust,"  the  reli- 
gious service  terminated,  and  the  military  funeral 
party  proceeded  to  do  the  honors  of  a  military  sa- 
lute of  three  vcliles. 

•  From  8  o'clock  to  2  in  the  afternoon,  the  colors 
of  the  vessels  in  the  Delaware  were  raised  half 
mast;  and  a  great  number  of  skip  masters  and  offi- 
cers who  had  not  apprized  the  regulators  of  the 
funeral  of  their  presence,  fell  in  with  their  fellow 
citizens,  and  considerably  prolonged  the  train  of 
the  procession. 

The  concourse  of  citizens  was  very  great  fi'om 
some  time  before  9  o'clock;  and  though  the  dis- 
tance  from  the  place  of  the  commenaement  to  the 
church  was  not  very  great,  it  was  half  past  12  be- 
fore  the  funeral  was  terminated. 


The  liussian  Ukase. 

The  following  articles  are  inserted,  as  well  for 
the  purpose  of  siieduingsome  light  on  the  subject, 
as  to  shew  the  feelings  of  cerlam  persons  in  Eng- 
land, about  the  late  gigantic  claims  of  Russia  on  the 
north  Pacific  ocea?i  and  the  lands  located  upon  it: 

Fro7n  the  London  Times.  In  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, the  attention  of  this  country  was  besought  to 
the  dangerous  doctrines  contained  in  the  liussian 
ukase,  by  wliich  tliat  power  has  appropriated  to 
itself  the  whole  of  the  north-west  coast  of  America, 
up  to  51  deg.  north,  and  of  the  coast  of  Asia  up  to 
the  45  deg.  51  min.  and  by  which  it  declared  that 
no  sliip,  on  pain  of  confiscation,  sliouldcome  with- 
in one  hundred  miles  of  either  of  these  coasts,  in- 
cluding, in  America,  the  possessions  of  the  North 
West  Company,  ami,  in  Asia,  a  portion  of  the  Chi- 
nese empire;  neither  of  whicli  countries  has,  even 
by  the  latest  accounts,  been  surrendered  by  lord 
Londonderry  to  the  emperor  Alexander,  as  his  lord- 
ship did  when  he  gave  up  Jnva  and  the  Moluccas 
to  Ilolland,  withoui  knowing  (hat  he  had  done  so. 
So  sunk  has  the  country  been  by  its  misfortunes, 
that  the  imperial  document  lias  been  ])ermitted  to 
pass  without  one  individual  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment having  ventured  to  observe  upon  it,  and  so 
completely  has  the  proud  spirit  of  England  been 
beat  down. 

Luckily  for  the  world,  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica have  not  submitted,  with  equal  patience,  to  the 
decrees  of  the  autocrat.  An  important  discussion 
is  now  depending  between  tliese  two  countries— 
a  discussion  in  which  we,  however,  are  much  mi>re 
deeply  interested  than  the  United  states,  inasmuch 
as  the  ukase  of  the  emperor  includes  much  which 
is  actually  settled  by  Englishmen,  and  forbids  us  at 
the  same  time  from  trading  with  a  portion  of  Chi- 
nese  Vartary,  when  an  opening  for  our  enterprize 
■'•'ks  lilcely  to  be  atteinptp  J. 


I'he  real  news  ut  liu.-isia  are  of  a  nature  an>I  ex- 
tent beyond  any  thing  formidable,  as  her  minister 
at  Washington  (who,  from  his  name,  seems  to  be  as 
little  of  a  Kussian  as  Pozzo  :ii  liorgo,  or  Capo  d'ls- 
tria,  or  many  other  of  the  ministers  of  that  power,), 
contended  that  the  emperor  might  have  siiut  up 
the  whole  of  the  northern  Pacific,  as  he  possessed 
dominions  on  each  side  of  it. 

It  would  have  been  well  if  lord  Melville  had  as- 
certained this  law  of  nations  before  he  sent  to  dis- 
cover a  nortii  west  passage,  which  thus,  if  discover- 
ed; would  be  nugatory.  In  tiie  same  manner,  and 
with  so.aiewhat  better  chance  of  success,  as  to  the 
execution  of  her  decree,  might  England  declare 
the  norlhern  Atlantic  closed  to  the  ships  of  modern 
Russia.  How  long  are  we  to  submit  to  such  en- 
croachments, in  order  to  support  the  princijjles  of 
the  holy  alliance;'  It  cannot  but  be  considered  as 
a  matter  of  some  curiosity  to  see  that  this  impor- 
tant question  is  left  to  the  decision  of  the  two 
youngest  nations  in  the  world;  and  tnat  France  and 
England  should  equally  submit  to  have  a  new  law 
of  nations  imposed  on  the  world. 

From   the  Liverpool  jMereury,   of  May  31 The 

autocrat  of  Russia,  the  magnanimous  Alexander, 
not  content  with  Lis  own  immense  territories  in 
Europe,  has  put  in  his  claim  to  the  north-west  coast 
of  America,  from  the  pole,  if  it  extend  so  far,  down 
to  the  fifty-first  degree  of  latitude.  His  royal  am- 
bition is  not  content  with  this  manorial  usurpation 
of  upwards  of  two  thousand  miles — and  he  accord- 
ingly  extends  his  imperial  surveillance  over  all  the 
sea  between  the  coasts  of  Asia  and  America.  This 
sea  is  abouty«u;'  thuiisand  miles  b\  oad;  and  no  vessel, 
except  Russian,  must  presume  to  approucli  neurer 
to  the  coast  than  one  hundred  Iialiam  nides. 

This  is  a  subject  to  wt;ich  it  is  probable  we  shall 
have  frequent  occasions  to  revert;  as  the  wliolesale 
claims  of  the  northern  despot,  if  persisted  in,  must 
necessarily  lead  to  maratime  war;  in  wliich  event, 
England  can  scarcely  remain  a  passive  spectator; 
and  the  million  bayonets  of  Alexander  will  avail 
little  in  a  contest  with  the  well  armed  navy  of  the 
United  States,  in  another  part  of  our  paper,  we 
have  given  a  brief  view  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Russian  ambassador  and  Mr.   Adams: 

fur  tlie  present  our  liniiis  will  njt  allow  us  to  en- 
large upon  the  subject  furtlier  than  to  ob.serve,  that 
the  question  of  war  or  peace  will  entiivSy  dep-jnd 
upon  the  will  and  intt^rest  of  Russia,  witnout  any 
regard  to  the  honesty  of  the  measure:  as  such  com- 
mon place  considerations  are  beneath  the  noiice  of  so 
distinguished  a  member  of  the  holy  alliance. 


Tlie  Chinese  and  the  Briti.'sli. 

Chinese  edict  relative  to  the JattU  aJfrayiviUi  the  Eng» 
lit,h  at  Lentin. 

Yuen,  guardian  of  the  prince,  member  or  tlie 
military  board,  governor  >f  the  two  Ivvvang  provin- 
ces, 8tc.  &c  hereby  issues  an  order  to  the  Ilong 
merchants,  requiring  them  to  make  themselves 
fully  acquainted  theresvitli. 

The  Hong  merchants  have  presented  a  petition 
from  the  English  slup  captains,  in  a  foreign  lan- 
guage, accompanied  by  a  translalii.w,  in  wnich  it  is 
said — "We,  the  English  ship  captains.  Fate  shin, 
(I'.itterson),  Wei-le-slie,  (Welstead;,  Me-tiphp, 
(MortlockJ,  Seke,  (Scot),  Lich  keen,  (Larkiii), 
Neen,  ;^Nairne),  Cap,  (Cobb),  'I\>ks9ng,  (Cruick- 
shanks),  Leen  shea,  ( Lnidsay),  Ya-she  chay,  (Alsa- 
ger),  Piet-che  lun,  (Mitchel),  and  the  others,  again 
vvithtiie  various  mates,  writ«  rs,  surgeons,  have  re- 
ceived  your  excellency's  edict,  sent  to  the  ship. 
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saying  that  all  the  captains  have  been  quiet,  and 
mads  no  disturbance.  From  this,  we  perceive  that 
j'our  excellency  is  very  intelligent,  but  we  can  do 
nothin.5  v;ith  the  man  of  warotHcersat  Lentin. 

"We,  the  captains,  mates,  writers,  (pursers;,  and 
surgeons,  brought  hither  a  great  many  goods,  which 
we  have  exchanged  with  the  Hong  merchants  tor 
tea  and  other  commodities,  and  when  we  heard  that 
trade  was  stopped,  they  could  not  be  shipped,  and 
that  the  company's  treasure  alone  was  allowed  to 
be  shipped,  we  were  anxious  and  sorry,  (or  melan- 
choly.) 

"We  now  beg  that  your  excellency  will  allow  the 
goods  of  the  captains,  &c.  to  go  on  board.  Our 
import  goods  iiave  all  been  bartered  for  other 
goods,  which  we  are  not  now  permiaod  to  export 
or  deliver  to  the  owners  of  the  goods,  and  there- 
fore we  have  no  money  to  take  back. 

"We  now  beg  your  excellency  that  you  will  he 
graciously  pleased  to  allow  the  goods  to  be  export- 
ed,  and  we  shall  feel  grateful  in  no  small  degree, 
&c." 

Thus  the  aSair  came  before  me,  the  governor.     I 
find  that  these  ship  captains  have  for  years  traded 
in  Canton  in  peace  and  quietness,  and  have  obeyed 
the  laws,  and  1,  the  governor,  have,  on  all  occasions, ; 
in  imitation  of  the  great  emperor,  shewn  to  them  : 
increased  compassion.  i 

But  now,  Richardson's  cruiser  has  permitted  the  | 
foreign  man  of  war's  men  to  beat  cruelly  the  na-  j 
tives  and  causing  the  death  of  two,  and  the  wound-  I 
ingoffour;  and  since  he  nevtr  delivered  up  im- 1 
mediately  the  foreign  murderers,  nor  delivered  the  j 
foreigners,  reported  to  be  wounded,  to  the  Cliinese  • 
officer,  to  wait  for  an  inquiry  or  examination  of 
them,  but  undeviatingly  presumed  on  a  course  bar- 1 
barous  and  unreasonable. 

The  said  nation's  chief  also  made  protest  to  ex- 
cuse himself  and  evade  the  subject;  but  tiie  celes- , 
tial  empire's  laws  are  strict  and  severe,  and  it  was  i 
indispensable  to  examine  into  former  precedents, 
and  to  interrupt,  for  a  time,  the  commerce. 

According  to  the  petition,  the  man  of  war's  af- 
fairs do  not  concern  them;  but  it  is  not  unknown, 
that,  although  this  case  occurred  with  the  cruiser, 
the  reason  of  the  cruiser  coming  so  far  as  to  Can- 
ton, is  the  protection  of  the  trade;  and,  as  ail  sorts 
ef  intercourse  with  the  said  nation  originate  in 
commerce,  it  is  impossible  not  to  implicate  the 
commerce  in  the  prosecution. 

These  ship  captains  do  not  go  to  the  cliief  and  the 
cruiser  and  reason  with  them,  but  turn  to  the  H'ng 
merchants  and  get  them  to  present  petitions  to  me 
the  governor,  annoying  by  their  representations, 
which  may  be  called  inverting  the  right  order  of 
things. 

In  answer  to  the  foregoing  petition,  it  is  hereby 
•rdered,  that  the  Hong  merchants  make  haste  and 
command  the  chief  to  transmit  this  edict  to  the  said 
ship  captains,  and,  as  before,  let  the  Hong  mer- 
chants command  the  linguists  to  explain  this  edict 
to  every  ship;  that  originally  the  foreigners  killing 
the  natives  did  not  concern  them;  but  the  celestial 
empire  knows  the  crews  only  in  the  capacity  of 
convoy  to  trading  ships  at  Canton;  and  whilst  they 
»re  tranquil,  the  trade  is  permitted;  btft  when  they 
are  not  tranquil,  it  is  interdicted.  Let  them,  with 
even  minds,  reflect,  "that  he  who  kills  a  man  shall 
forfeit  his  life,"  is  a  general  law  in  and  out  of  China; 
and  shall  it  be,  that  people,  with  muskets,  swords, 
and  fire  engines,  shall  murderously  kill  others,  and 
Bot  forfeit  their  lives? 

If  this  said  cruiser  would  speedily  deliver  up  the 
murderers  to  forfeit  Iheir  lives,  onevideijce  given, 


the  laws  of  that  country  would  be  seen  to  be  strict 
and  intelligent,  and  tlie  said  chief  and  the  naval 
oflicer  would  manage  in  a  way  creditable  to  tln-m* 
selves;  but  now,  opposing  and  delaying  for  a  long 
time,  without  delivering  up  the  parties,  it  is  appa- 
rent that  the  laws  of  the  king  of  that  country  are 
without  efficacy  on  the  chief  and  naval  officer,  and 
the  authority  of  the  chief  and  naval  officer  are  with- 
out efficacy  on  the  multitudes  of  foreigners,  and 
they  are  not  only  detested  by  the  celestial  empire, 
but  are  objects  of  scorn  to  other  nations. 

And  as  the  naval  officers'  petitionary  representa. 
tion  says  that  the  foreigners  were  w<unded  by  the 
natives,  [,  the  governnr,  commanded  forthwith  that 
the  local  t-ificer  should  collect  all  the  natives  that 
were  on  the  spot  that  day,  and  have  them  ready  at 
hand  to  forfeit  their  liv<  s  for  any  that  might  die  (of 
the  fortigi<-rs)  or  be  otherwise  punished  for  those 
that  'iiight  be  woui.ded;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
cruiser  would  not  obey  the  orders  and  deliver  up 
the  persons  to  await  for  ihe  lo  al  offic -r  to  eximine 
them,  the  meaning  of  which  is,  that  not  '.nly  sh;ill 
all  fiirt-igiit-rs  kill  the  luttives  without  forfeiti:  g 
their  liVc-s,  but,  if  natives  wound  the  for  ignrrs, 
there  is  no  occasion  to  examine  tne  w-nmls  wlie- 
ther  tliey  be  si  ght  or  severe,  or  whether  th-  y  be 
W'.unded  or  not,  but  natives  must  be  pi-mshei  on 
the  bare  pet  tiona.y  statement  of  the  naval  dfiC'-r. 
Where,  in  all  the  world,  is  such  reason  as  this! 

I,  the  governor,  in  not  rutting  off  the  cruisir'a 
comprudore,  and  allowing  port  clearances  to  the 
three  ships,  F./  j  «^e,  (Hfviside),  Pn-ti-shin,  l*at- 
terso.i),  and  T.ch-fanir,  (Cnnckshanks),  ^ml  the 
completing  of  their  cargoes  th^t  they  might  l-ave, 
have  shewn  lenity  beyond  wliat  the  mark  required, 
and  cannot  again  bend  to  g"ant  itKl'dgencc.  It  t  .ey, 
the  caploins,  Sic  are  now  pressed  by  the  appro_<ch 
of  the  proper  time  of  departure,  and  cannot  si'ip 
their  goods,  and  are  anxious,  and  troubled,  and  me- 
hincholy,  i;iey  should  r  fleet  that  the  chief  unl  toe 
naval  oHicrr  of  tlie  cruiser,  at  the  distai.ct-  of  i^any 
thousand  leagues,  over  an  immense  octan,  received 
an  important  trust  from  thf-  king  of  tiieir  country, 
but  they  have  not  known  how  to  be  cartful  of  the 
commerce  and  protect  tiie  goods;  and  when  the 
cruiser  did  not  restrain  his  men,  the  chief  has  not 
been  at  puins  to  persuade  the  cruiser  to  what  is 
right;  in  all  of  which  conduct,  they,  in  respect  to 
those  above  them,  turn  their  backs  on  the  trust  re- 
posed in  them  by  the  king  of  their  country,  and  in 
respect  to  those  below  them,  they  belie  the  support 
which  they  siiould  give  to  the  captains. 

I,  the  governor,  adiiere  to  the  laws,  and  whether- 
good  or  evil  befal  them,  it  is  of  tiieir  own  taking; 
they  should  criminate  the  chief  and  the  cruiser,  and 
need  not,  on  impossible  subjec(s,  with  empty  words, 
solicit  fiivor,  and  annoy  by  requests 

Having  given  fortli  this  detaikd  proclamation,, 
those  captains,  and  the  others,  should  be  able  to 
comprehend  more  clearly  the  cause  of  the  stoppage 
of  their  trade,  and  that  it  was  not  I,  the  governor, 
who  desired  to  stop  the  trade. 
A  special  edict. 

Year  of  Kaow  Kwang,  12th  moon,  13th  day,  (5tln 
Jan.  1822.) 

d^The  following  account  of  the  origin  of  the 
quarrel  between  tlie  Chinese  and  the  Hritish,  is 
given  in  a  late  London  paper,  on  publishing  the 
edict  just  above  inserted  — 

"According  to  the  information  which  we  have 
derived  from  the  known  correspondent  to  whom 
we  are  inde'^ted  tor  thf  Chm'^'se  eilict,  there  was 
no  justification  of  the  original  quarrel  on  our  part. 
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and  that  the  conduct  of  our  naval  force  in  those  .houses  and  plantations  of  the  inhabitants.  A  south- 
seas  has  not  been  churacteuzed  by  prudence  and  jern  sun  slieds  its  dazzling' brilliancy  over  the  whole 
•.visiJom.  Admiral  Blackwood,  who  commands  in  !  scene,  whilst  the  heat  is  tempered  by  the  abundant 
the  East  Indies,  is  blamed  tor  endeavornif^  to  en- 1  rivulets  which  diversify  the  face  of  the  country — 


tice  sailors  from  the  l.,diamen,  and  depriving  them 
©f  their  best  hands  at  a  period  of  profound  prace, 
when  be  might  easily  recruit  in  oiher  quarters. 


The  remoter  parts  of  the  interior  are  still  covered 
with  the  original  forests  and  their  thick  underwood, 
in  which  roam  the  descendants  of  those  wild  dogs. 


The  Topaae  is  said  to  nave  been  sent  to  China  |  which  the  early  Spanish  conquerors  employed  in 

with  tiie'liope  of  o-.taining  volunteers  from  those    hunting  the  natives. 

ships  that  had  not  come  within  the  admiral's  reach        The  forests  also  abound  with  parrots  and  other 

•n  iheir  passage.  The  Ci.mese  are  extremely  (tropical  birds,  whose  rich  and  highly  colored  plu- 
shi'.-s  of  war,  and  never  allow  them  to  1  mage  add  much  to  the  characte^r  of  the  landscape. 

Cattle  of  a  very  superior  quality,  originally  brought 
from  Europe,  and  now  exceedingly  multiplied,  are 


jeajous 

«ntei-  thtir  hv»'i)urs.  VV'hile  1\  m;^  jof  Lmtm,  the 
frigstc,  notwithstanding  the  known  disposition  of 
the  ..ative.s,  sent  several  parties  on  shore,  and 
among  the  rest  a  party  to  cut  brooms.  Chinese 
pro-perty  is  minutely  divided,  and  therefore  any 
given  D'Ttinn  of  it  is  the  move  valuable  to  its  owners. 
This  invasion  of  it  was  therefore  at  titst  rusented, 
and  at  length  resisted.  The  peasants  and  laborers 
ciMstevtd'in  force,  and  as  the  party  of  sadors  was 
small,  drove  them  from  their  gi-'U^ds,  pursuing 
thetT  to  the  watc-rs  eJge,  when  thfv  were  surpris 


the  prize  of  every  one  who  can  take  them;  poultry 
ofall  kmds  is  cheap  and  plentiful,  and  the  rivers 
and  sea  supply  the  inhabitants  with  all  kinds  of 
fish  Living  is  considerably  cheap  and  easy  to 
those  who  choose  to  lire  in  the  country,  and  who 
will  make  use  of  their  gun. 

The  southern  coast  is  the  most  healthy  as  welt 
as  the  most  fertile.    It  produces  as  articles  of  com- 
merce and  use,  sugar,  coffee,  cotton,  cocoa,  flax, 
d  by  a  fiie  from  the  g^ms  of  the  frigate,  intended  jg.nger,  and  odoriferous  gums;  the  three  first  arti 


to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  crew.  The  natives  took 
to  their  heels  when  they  saw  additional  numbers  of 
seamen  armed  with  cutlasses  landing  to  support 
their  companions  I'he  latter  pursued  them  to 
their  village,  where,  infuriated  with  previous  re- 
sistance, and  uncontrolled  by  the  presence  of  their 
o!Rcers,  they  committed  dreadful  outrages  and  in 
t'.iscriminate  cruelties,  wounding  or  cutting?  <lown 
all  who  came  in  their  way,  and  even  pullmg  down 
hovels,  that  they  mig!U  reach  the  poor  creatures 
whom  they  sheltered.  Only  two  were  killed,  but 
manv  were  severely  hurt,  and  the  lives  of  several 
were  di'«p..ired  of.  A  poor  man  was  cut  down  while 
protecting  his  wife  in  his  arms,  and  a  woman  had 
her  fingers  lopped  off.  Such  is  the  statement  of 
our  correspondent,  whose  letter  is  dated  Canton, 
Jan.  6." 


The  Island  of  Porto  iiico. 

The  following  biief  account  of  this  very  valuable 
island,  is  eMrnctedfrom  Bell's  (London)  Weekly 
Mcsengf-r.  It  is  strange  that  the  Spaniards 
should  have  liiiown  sucii  an  impenetrable  veil 
over  many  of  their  best  possessions,  and  it  is 
to  be  regretted  too,  that  some  of  the  most  va- 
luable which  tiiey  had,  have  been,  as  it  were, 
lost  to  tlie  benefit  of  mankind.     Even  of  the  inte- 


cles  in  vast  quantity.  The  north  side  of  the  island 
IS  supposed  to  contain  mines  of  gold  and  silver,  but 
from  the  want  of  capital,  they  have  not  been  as 
yet  worked. 

The  total  population  of  the  island  is  estimated 
at  150,000,  but  possibly  it  greatly  exceeds  this  es- 
timate. The  capital  of  the  island  is  Puerto  Ricoj 
which  is  a  strong  town  and  very  pleasantly  situat- 
ed. It  is  one  of  the  towns  of  which  we  read  in  the 
romantic  voyages  of  sir  Francis  Drake,  who  made 
an  attack  on  it  in  one  of  his  buccaneering  adven- 
tures, and  very  deservedly  failed  in  his  attempt. 
In  the  year  1797,  our  troops  from  Jamaica  made 
a  similar  attack,  and  with  a  like  failure. 

The  plantations  of  the  island  are  very  numerous, 
and,  from  the  extreme  fertility  of  the  soil,  very  pro- 
ducti'.e.  The  cultivation,  however,  might  be  very 
greatly  extended,  if  British  capital,  or,  in  other 
words,  British  commerce,  should  find  its  access  to 
this  island.  — Sugar  and  cotton  might  be  raised  in 
any  quantity,  and  Jamaica  grows  nothing  which 
could  not  equally  be  procured  from  Puerto  Rico 
and  Cuba. 

There  are  no  accounts  of  he  exports  of  this  is- 
land, but  they  may  be  rated  at  not  less  than  one 
mdiion  pounds  English,  and  under  an  intelligent 
system  of  commerce,  might  be  greatly  increased. 

There  is  a  great  number  of  free  laborers  on  this 
island.     The  neighborhood  of  Hayti  has  caused  the 


rior  ofCuba,  (notwithstanding so  great  an  amoimt 

efour  commerce  is  with  IIavan;i,  and  some  other  '  slaves  to  be  well  treated,  and  generally  speaking, 

thev  are  not  dissatisfied  with  their  condition. 


poits),  we  are  almost  as  ignorant  as  of  the  inte- 
rior of  China  and  Japan! — though,  since  the  re- 
volution  in  Spain,  more  liberal  ideas  have   pre 
vaded  in  the  island,  and  many  thousand  Ameri 
cans  are  constantly  in  it. 

"Puerto  l'ico,or  the  Rich  or  Golden  Land,  is  in- 
ferior only  to  Cuba,  and  scarcely  so,  in  fertility, 
fceauty,  an.l  variety.  It  is  in  magnitude  not  infe- 
rior to  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  but  as  infinitely  su 
perior  to  it  in  beauty  and  produce,  as  in  its  bright 
and  southern  climate.  It  obtained  tiiis  name  from 
its  manifest  opulence,  and  under  a  more  skilful  cui 
tiv.ition,  would  well  deserve  it. 

Upon  landing  on  this  island  after  a  voyage  from 
Europe,  nothing  can  exceed  the  picturesque  scene 
which  extends  itself  before  the  eyes  of  the  travel- 
er— alaiid  of  hiJl  and  valley,  a  gently  undulating 
surface,  beautifully  diversified  by  water,  is  closed 
in  the  distance  by  a  line  of  mountains,  wooded 
nearlj  to  the  top,  and  embellished  by  the  white 


Puerto  Rico  would  extremely  well  suit  an  En- 
glish settler  v.-ith  a  capital  from  two  hundred  anU 
fifty  to  one  thousand  pounds. 


CFIKOINICLE. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Hornet  is  said  to  have  arrived  at 
Havana,  with  a  French  brig  from  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca with  slaves,  ha\ing  re-captured  her  from  the 
pirntes. 

The  frigate  Jiir.cedonian,  lost  one  of  her  lieu- 
tenants, J.  H.  Rand,  at  Port  au  Prince.  Many  of 
her  officers  and  crew  were  sick.' 

A  prize  schoon  r,  called  the  Pirate,  undercharge 
of  midshipman  L  .M.  Rooth,  of  the  schr., Grampus, 
has  arrived  at  New- York.  This  small  vessel  had 
been  fitted  out  as  a  tender,  and  was  used  to  pur- 
sue the  pirates  in  shoal  water. 

The  steam  ship  liobert  Fiiltovy  made  her  voynga 


s^a 
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from  New  Orleans  to  New  York,  via  Havana  and 
Chariestoii,  inclucimg  three  days  stoppa.e^es  at  those 
pliices,  ill  sixteen  days.  The  distance  run  is  com- 
puted at  2,000  miles.  It  is  believed  that  she  can 
perform  the  voyage,  direct,  in  the  short  space  of 
ten  days. 

The  navy.  The  London  Courier  loudly  calls  the 
attention  of  the  British  public  to  the  progress  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  the  character  of  the 
vessels  built,  &c. 

Indian  war.     A  letter  from  Fort  Smith,  Arkan- 
sas, informs  us  that  the  Cherokees  and  Osages  are 
about  to  make  peace.     It  has  truly  been  an  "un 
profitable  contest  of  trying  wliich  could  the  other 
most  harm:"  and  great  enormities  have  been  com 
mitted  on  eitherside. 

J\'orthern  Boundary.  A  Montreal  paper  of  the 
iQlh  inst.  ^ays  that  the  long  disputed  question  is 
settled,  and  Rouse's  Point,  on  lake  Champlain,  (at 
which  the  United  States  were  erecting  some  cost- 
ly works),  determined  to  be  within  the  British 
line  ■• 

The  anniversary  Among  the  celebrators  of  the- 
4th  of  July,  at  Lebanon,  (Con.)  was  coloneljoseph 
Clark,  in  his  93d  year,  and  who  commanded  a  com 
pany  under  the  heroic  Putnam  on  Breed's  Hdl,  in 
1775.  He  wore  the  hat  which  William  Williams 
wore  in  1776,  when  he  signed  the  declaration  of 
independence,  and  was  accomp.iuied  by  a  son,  a 
grandson  and  a  great  grandson. 

The  constitution.'  The  law  of  Vermont,  staying 
all  proceedi.igs  against  the  bodies  and  property 
of  insolvent  debtors  for  a  certain  term  of  years, 
has  been  pronounced  invalid,  by  the  last  circuit 
court  in  that  state — it  being  considered  at  variance 
with  the  18th  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  as  impairing  the  obli- 
gation  of  contracts. 

Inveigling-.  Another  person,  a  free  black  man, 
has  been  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  sold  as 
a  slave  for  life,  for  inveigling  a  slave  from  the  ser 
vice  of  his  master,  in  Georgia.  If  this  law  is  just, 
what  should  be  done  to  a  white  man  that  inveigles 
anil  sells  a  free  person  for  a  slave? 

Coiton.  There  is  a  prospect  of  an  exceedingly 
great  ciop— in  consequence  of  which  the  price 
has  much  declined  at  New  Orleans. 

The  Champlain  canal.  Many  accidents,  or  diffi- 
culties,  appear  to  have  been  encountered  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  work,  and  the  great  dam,  con- 
structed in  the  Hudson  river,  at  Fort  Edward,  to 
supply  tlie  canal  with  water,  has  again  given  way. 
'['he  quantity  of  lumber  on  the  canal,  which  had 
been  nearly  two  months  waiting  for  a  rise  of  the 
waters,  must  remain  there  the  present  season, 
it  is  supposed,  unless  the  rafts  are  broken  up  and 
transported  by  land  to  a  market.  It  is  is  valued  at 
from  15U,000  to  200,000  dollars. 

The  water  has  just  been  let  into  another  section 
of  the  Erie  canal,  and  all  found  to  be  well. 

One  thousand  men,  in  addition  to  those  already 
employed,  are  wanted  to  labor  on  tiie  Erie  canal. 
Liberal  wuges  are  given.  That  part  of  the  canal 
which  passes  through  the  Montezuma  marshes,  is 
completed  Some  of  the  workmen  sickened  here 
the  last  season. 

Baltimore.  Among  the  inspections  for  the  quar- 
ter ending  30th  of  June  there  were. — 130.886  bbls 
and  7,922  i  bbls.  wheat  flour;  1,954  do  rye;  1787 
casks  indian  meal;  27,610  bbls.  herrings,  6.334  do 
shad;  2596  kegs  lard;  13,080  casks  and  970  large 
ditto  domestic  liquors. 


South  Carolina.  Some  particulars  of  the  lately 
projected  insurrection  of  the  blacks  at  Charleston, 
have  been  published.  The  plan  was  seemingly 
well  laid  and  extensive;  but  discovered  just  before 
it  was  ripe  for  execution  by  some  that  were  let  into 
the  secret.  Another  lot  of  persons,  supposed  to 
be  leaders,  were  sentenced  to  death — some  of 
them  were  respited,  and  the  rest  executed. 

Eight  negroes,  in  all,  have  been  executed  at 
Charleston  on  account  of  the  late  insurrectionary 
plot,  anci  three,  sentenced  to  death,  are  respited: 
about  fifty  more  had  been  arrested  as  principal  con- 
spirators, (so  says  a  letter  from  Charleston),  and 
lodged  in  jail,  against  many  of  whom  there  was 
sufficient  proof  for  conviction.  It  appears  to  have 
been  a  very  serious  aflfair. 

Papers  of  the  20th  instant  inform  us  that  sixteen 
more  slaves,  (whose  names,  and  of  their  owners  are 
given),  have  been  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to 
death — to  have  taken  place  yesterday.  It  is  added, 
that  "the  court  still  continues  assiduously  engaged 
in  the  trial  of  others  apprehewded  for  the  above 
crime" — of  an  attempt  to  raise  an  insurrection.  It 
appears  that  those  respited  as  mentioned  before, 
were  further  respited  until  yesterday. 

Three  slaves  were  also  hung  on  the  19th  inst. 
for  shooting  at  a  mail  driver,  on  the  Parker's  J'er- 
ry  road. 

From  the  Ohio  Missionary.  Such  a  phenomenon 
as  has  taken  place,  and  is  still  progressing  in  the 
county  of  Jefferson,  near  the  Warren  line,  on  a  hill 
near  the  Ogechee  river,  is  not  common  in  this  part 
of  the  world. 

About  six  or  eight  weeks  ago,  the  earth  on  a 
steep  hill  side  was  discovered  to  be  sinking  and  di- 
viding assunder  to  the  extent  of  about  one  acre.     A 
gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  scene  told 
me  that  he  went  round  it  and  on  it,  about  three 
weeks  ago,  and  very  distinctly  heard  the  cracking 
and  snapping  of  the  roots.    A  man  of  the  same 
neighborhood,  who  was  my  pilot  to  this  eventful 
place  on  the  25lh  of  June,  1822,  told  me  that  it  was 
progressing  fast.     When  1  was  favored  with  a  view 
of  it,  I  think  it  had  extended  over  about  two  acres. 
On  the  most  elevated  part  of  the  hill,  the  earth  has 
sunk  about  twelve  feet  perpendicular,  while  on  the 
lower  side  it  has  risen  six  or  eight  feet  above  the  sur- 
face.    Over  about  one  acre  the  timber  has  all  been 
prostrated  on  the  earth,  forming  a  ruinous  appear- 
ance from  its  having  been  thrown  in  every  direc- 
tion. — On  the  other  part  some  of  the  trees  are  fal- 
len, whilst  the  remnant  are  tilted  in  different  direc- 
tions, with  a  number  of  cracks  of  dilt'erent  sizes, 
and   running  various  courses.     There  is  a  large 
crack  extending  itself  along  the  side  of  the  hill,  in- 
dicating thereby  the  furtiier  progress  of  this  strange 
eruption.     Previous  to  this  event  there  was  a  good 
spring  of  water  flowing  from  the  troubled  part  of 
the  earth;  the  water  still  issues  from  the  ruin,  re- 
sembling in  color  the  earth  which  is  discoverable  i« 
those  cracks  ELISHA  HUR  l'. 

Philadelphia,  July  20.  Mr.  .Moses  B.  .Moody,  who 
died  in  this  city  on  Monday,  we  learn  has  bequeath- 
ed to  our  charitanle  institutions  as  follows: 

To  the  Penrtsylvania  Hospital,  S2,000 

Orphan  As}lum,  3,OuO 

Widovvs  Society,  2,000 

For  the  deaf  and  dumb,  1 ,000 

Making  in  the  whole,  S^.OOO 

Mr.  Moody  was  a  native  of  Haverhill,  in  tue  state 
of  Massachusetts. 
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O^-'We  commence  the  publication  ofilie  message, 
or  ratlier  essay,   of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  constitutional  power  of  the  general 
government  in  respect  to  internal  improvements — 
such  ES  roads,  bridges  and  canals, 
.    An  a!  tide  of  considerable  length,  addressed  to 
the  editor  of  this  paper,  has  appeared  in  the  it'ash- 
ington  (City)   Gazette,   expressing  a  very   serious 
concern  because  we  have  not  yet  inserted  the  re- 
port and  proceedings  of  the  senate,  with  its  accom- 
panying documents,  on  military  affairs — that  is,  or. 
the  appointments  of  colonels  Towson  and  Gadsden, 
&c.;  and  somelliir.g  Lke  partiality  is  imputed,  be- 
i;ause  the  "still-born  report  of  the  military  commit- 
tee of  the  house   of  representatives"    has  had  a 
place  in  this  paper.     The  insertion  of  documents 
in  the  Rkgisteb  is  so  much  a  matter  of  course,  that 
we  had  not  thought  of  a  liability  to  such  a  charge; 
but  the  latter  was  inserted  simply  because  it  was 
short,  and  the  otlier  deferred  because  it  is  long; 
making  as  much,  in  the  wLole,  as  we  suppose  will 
lill  a  sheet  and  a  half  of  this  work,  or  more.     It  was, 
therefore,  laid  aside  as  stovk  copy,  to  be  inserted  at 
some  convenient  season,  only  ior  rrference;  believ- 
ing that  there  was  no  present  interest  in  it,  because 
the  rcsidt  hadbeeud:stinctly  laid  before  our  readers 
and  was  kr.own  to  every  body;  and,  having-  nearly 


tainty  that  such  establishments  afford.     Thuusands 
of  persons,  perhaps,  in  a  3'ear,  travel  from  one  to 
five  hundred  miles,  or  more,  to  New  York,  passing 
other  great  cities,  to  find  conveyances  to  the  soutli- 
ern  ports,  the  \\est  Indies,  South  America  and  Eu- 
rope;   and,   notwithstanding   some   opposition    at 
other  places,  this  city  has  nearly  made  a  monopoly 
of  the  prolits  arismgfrom  such  sources,     ^.luch  as 
we  dislike  monopolies,  we  cannot  object  to  such 
as  grow  out  of  public  spirit  and  serve  the  public 
accommodation — or  find  fault  with  the  people  of 
New-York  for  making  the  most  of  their  means  to 
advance  their  own  prosperity.     The  same  course 
of   proceeding  is  open  to  the  citizens  of   other 
places,  and  if  they  do  not,  or  cannot,  pursue  them, 
it  IS  not  any    reason  why  they  should  complain 
that  New-York  findsit  advantageous  to  follow  them. 
We  are  led  to  these  remarks  by  observing  that  a 
line  of  packets  is  to  be  established  between  that 
city  and  Havre,  in   France— a  vessel  to  .-iail  from 
each  place  every  month.     By  the  establishment  0I 
another  line  of  packets  to  Liverpool,  a  laeekLy  com- 
munication is  about  to  be  opened  between  New- 
York  and  that  place. 

Mkssrs.   Russell  and    Hunt.     Notwithstanding 
the  latter,  (author  of  certain  queries  to  the  former). 


got  thrc'ugli  with  such  copy,  v,e  should  have  given  designated   his  residence     in    Vermont,    that    it 


out  that  report  to  our  workmen  last  Monday,  if 
the  message  about  internal  improvements  had  not 
clianced  to  be  ui)permcst  on  the  file  of  said  copy; 
we  were  so  perfectly  indifferent  on  the  subject, 
that  if  it  had  struck  us  at  th.e  moment,  that  a  single 
person  would  have  prufe.-reu  the  other,  it  should 
Have  had  the  preference.  Wc  hare  been  several 
limes  requested  to  insert  these  Livtioles,  respective- 
)y,  but  do  not  recoik'ct  ever  to  liave  been  urged  to 
give  a  place  to  either  immtiliately.  This  is  the 
true  state  of  the  case,  and  we  indignantly  reject 
any  otlier  as  a  real  or  implied  cause  of  the  delay — 
ior  it  is  oiiensive  to  truth.  It  is  our  business  to 
publish  official  documents  without  enquiring  whom 
Vhey  aflect— such  an  enquiry  never  has  been  made, 
nor  ever  shall  be.  The  report  alluded  to  will  be 
given  comphie,»s  soon  as  conveiuent. 

There  is  a  feverish  sensibility  in  many  ofTicersof 
the  army  aiul  navy,  that  has  its  principle  in  the 
best  affections  of  the  human  heart,  but  which  is 
oftentimes  productive  of  injury  to  those  who  shew 
it  too  rudely.  Tlie  people  caimot  enter  into  or 
fully  appreciate  the  niceties  that  oftentimes,  (and 
very  rightfully,  sometimes),  govern^tlicir  conduct. 

TEATKLLiNn.  The  citizens  of  New-York  are 
earnest  in  the  pursuit  of  a  policy,  that  will  conti- 
nually  ac(|uire  force  as  it  proceeds.  They  have 
resolved  tliat,  as  much  us  in  them  lies,  their  city 
shall  bcccme  the  place  of  arrival  and  departure  of 
all  who  travel  by  land  or  water,  inland,  coastwise, 
or  from  or  to  foreign  countries — and  the  amount  of 
money  gathered  at  that  city,  on  account  of  such 
procee(iings,  is  very  great;  and  the  business  em- 
ploys and  supports  a  numerous  body  of  the  people. 
Steam  boats,  other  packets  and  stages,  depart  for 
:.nd  arrive  from  every  place  that  will  furnish  a  sup. 
port/or  them;  and  this  support  is  perpetually  in 
hi'r>acipg  bv  reason  of  the  promptitude  and  crr- 
V<>*,  YXir, -t"^' 


might  be  known  where  he  could  be  found,  a  writ 
has  been  issued  to  be  served  on  him  in  New  York 

vvhich  fact  he  was  informed  of  through  a  public 

newspaper!  On  seeing  this,  Mr.  Hunt  has  wrote  to 
the  marshal  of  the  district,  saying  that  he  would 
be  in  that  city  before  the  return  day  of  the  writ, 
and  cause  his  appearance  to  be  endorsed  thereon. 
He  seems  disposed,  in  respect  to  this  affair,  to  be 
very  accommodating. 

Hard  times.  We  regret  to  learn,  (saj's  a  Salefrj 
paper),  that  failures  continue  to  take  place  almost 
daily  at  Boston,  some  of  them  of  persons  extensive- 
ly engaged  in  commerce.  We  are  informed  that 
within  the  last  two  months,  there  have  been  more 
than  eighty  failures  in  that  city.  The  embarras- 
ment,  distress  and  alarm,  which  such  a  state  of 
things  must  necessarily  produce,  are  indeed  a  seri- 
ous calamity." 

Qj' The  amount  of  these  failures,  for  the  last  two 
months,  is  said  to  be  more  than  three  millions  of 
dollars! 

We  have  not,  lately,  had  any  dashing  failures  ill 
Balliinore— a  little  w'hile  ago,  there  were  enough 
of  them  to  serve  us  for  hall  a  century;  but  the  con- 
dition of  things  IS  so  here  that  almost  every  body 
is  wondering  how  other  people  live!  Tne  advan- 
tages, however,  of  the  7nanvjacttiniig  business  done 
in  this  place,  is  now  fully  i'clt  and  acknowledged, 
and  it  is  rapidly  extending.  The  m.^chanics  and. 
manufacturers  are  a  very  numerous  class  with 
lis.  There  are  few  persons  that  have  any  thing 
like  a  correct  idea  of  the  quantity  of  labor  bestow- 
ed  on  the  manufacture  of  cloth  and  other  tilings  la 
the  city  and  suburbs  of  Baltimore. 

Fuller's  eahth.  An  extensive  bed  of  this  valua- 
ble article  (for  the  want  of  which  our  woollen  ma- 
n>tf^-:tiir°r?b:vv;5'.r(IsTv'd  much),  has  b|f en  r<rcent]y 
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d'.scovered  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  A  box  of 
it  has  been  sent  to  a  factory  that  its  quality  may  be 
tested  by  practical  experiment. 

Mapm  suGAn.  Mr.  Moses  Mather,  of  Fairfield, 
7J".  Y.  has  manufactured,  in  the  present  season,  six 
thousands  and  ninety  pounds  of  the  best  quality 
sugar,  which  he  is  selling  at  from  10  to  IJ  dollars 
per  cwt.  This  gentleman  has  a  regular  establish- 
ment  for  making  sugar— his  lot,  cor.taining  the  ma- 
ple trees,  is  of  5U  acres,  supplied  with  roads,  about 
2000  pails  to  receive  the  S-*p,  four  evaporators, 
&c.  and  every  thing  is  so  constructed  that  four 
hands  iiave  managed  the  business  with  great  ease. 
He  does  not  slate  how  long  these  han  ^s  were  em- 
ployed in  gaihering  the  sap  and  making  the  quan- 
>  tity  of  sugar  stated;  but  we  venture  to  say  that  there 
are  few  50  acre  lots  of  wood  land  in  any  country 
that  are  so  profitable  as  this  one 


carried  on  this  business  for  eis^ht  years, 

WAsniNGTON.!  Speaking  of  the  ancestors  of  this 
illustrious  chief,  a  lute  British  publication  remarks: 
»>lf  a  private  country  gentleman  in  Cheshire,  about 
the  year  1730,  had  not  been  overturned  in  his  car- 
riage, it  is  extremely  probable  thut  America^  instead 
of  being  a  free  republic  at  this  moment,  would 
have  continued  a  dependent  colony  of  E  , gland." 

Now,  with  a  regard  for  the  memory  and  services 
of  VVashisgtox  that  amounts  nearly  to  veneration, 
as  if  he  had  been  something  more  than  a  vian  with 
all  the  ro!/al  lines  in  the  world  for  his  subjects,  we 
cannot  believe  it  "extremely ;probable"  that,  if  "a 
private  gentlemen  in  Cheshire  had  not  been  over- 
turned in  his  carriage,"  the  revolution  in  America 
would  not  have  been  efFected.     It  is  very  true,  that 
our  hero  appeared  as  if  created  for  the  purpose 
which   he  accomplished— but,  reslly,  it  is  a  little 
way  beyond    human  knowledge  to  believe  that  a 
private  gentleman's  carriage  was  overturned,  that 
an  acquaintance  miglit  be  formed  with  a  lady,  to 
r.'^sult  in  her  marriage,  and  so  produce  the  instru- 
ment of  a  great  and  glorious  event.     Or,  even  if 
so,  PiioviDUNCK  designed  it,  and  so  there  was  no- 
thing '^probable"  about  it.     Great  men  may  produce 
great  things — but  great  things  more  often  bring 
out  great  men.     Washington  was  not  of  those  who 
gave  the  earliest  start  "to  the  ball  of  revolution;" 
but,  with  unequalled  skill,  he  kept  it  a-going  at 
times  when  it  seemed  likely  to  stop,  for  it  depend- 
ed much  upon  him  to  keep  it  moving — and  that  he 
did  it,  will  render  him  dear  to  generations  of  men 
yet   unthought  of — unanticipated.      His   memory 
must  endure  with  the  period  of  our  planet,  and 
he  held  in  respect  until  earth  itself  is  dissolved, 
<Uiot  leaving  a  wreck  behind."    Vet  v.'e  cannot  be- 
lieve that  the  emancipation  of  this  now  great  nation 
would  not  have  been  efFected,  if,  by  bad  driving, 
or  for  the  reason  of  bad  roads,  his  paternal  prede- 
cessor had  not  upset  his  carriage.     As  applied  to 
the  business  of  the  revolution,  there  were  many 
Washin;^l9iis,  or  those  who  would  have  performed 
the  part  of  "fathers  of  their  country."    Most  ex- 
cellent he  was— but  all  excellence  was  not  in  his 
own  single  person. 

Fohi.ig:i  emighakts.  It  would  appear  that  many 
more  persons  have  arrived  in  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  present  season,  than  in  the  last.  A  good 
number  reach  New  York  and  other  ports  direct, 
but  far  the  greater  part  arrive  via  New  Brunswick 
and  Canada,  Those  who  take  passages  for  the  for 
mer  come  over  to  Eastport,  &c.  where  they  obtain 
vessels  and  re-ship  them8slv<j.stoNqw  York,  Phila- 


delphia, Baltimore,  Sec.  Many  that  arrive  in  Canada 
pass  up  the  St.  Lawrence  and  lake  Ontario,  and  in- 
to the  state  of  New  York  or  proceed  further  west- 
ward. A  party  of  about  30  lately  arrived  at  Bufl'a- 
lo  to  join  the  colony  of  Mr.  Burbeck,  in  Illinois. — 
They  appeared  to  be  substantial  peeple,  for  among 
their  property  were  cattle,  hogs,  geese.  Sec.  of  the 
most  approved  kinds,  which  they  had  brought  with 
them  from  England. 

Legitimate  sovereigns!  The  father  of  the  pre- 
sent emperor  of  Russia  was  murdered,  and  those 
universally  believed  to  have  been  among  the  assas- 
sins of  the  father,  are  in  the  confidence  and  employ 
of  the  son!  His  grand  mother  murdered  her  hus- 
band, put  to  death  all  of  his  relatives,  and  received 
several  of  the  murderers  into  her  bed!  The  bro- 
thers of  the  name  of  Orlojf  were  ministers  to  her 
Mr.  Mather  has 'lusts  and  the  creatures  that  used  the  dagger  when 


required  by  her.  Tlie  last  person  that  had  claims 
to  the  throne,  as  a  birth-right,  was  a  most  beautiful 
and  highly  accomplished  young  lady,  who  said  that 
she  was  the  daughter  of  the  empress  Elizabeth 
(predecessor  of  Peter,  the  husband  of  Kate)  by  a 
private  marriage.     She  had  kept  this  a  secret,  but 


at  last  it  became  known.  In  1775,  lured  an  agent 
of  count  OrlofF,  who  commanded  the  Russian  fleet 
in  the  .Mediterranean,  she  came  to  Pisa.  The  wretcli 
professed  to  be  much  interested  in  her  cause — and, 
to  cut  the  story  short,  courted  and  married  her, 
that  they  might  mount  the  throne  together!  A 
grand  naval  fete  was  announced  to  be  given  on 
board  tlie  fleet,  then  lying  at  Leghorn — she  was  re- 
ceived in  the  great  cabin,  hand-cuffed,  and  sent  off 
to  Russia  by  sea,  and  never  afterwards  heard  of, — 
Whether  Catherine  closed  her  life  by  a  dagger  or 
suflTered  her  to  expire  for  want  of  food,  was,  of 
course,  unknowi>;  but  some  believed  that  she  had 
been  drowned  in  her  dungeon  by  an  over-flow  of 
the  Neva.     Such  is  the  illustrious  family  of  Russia. 

Good  heasons  Fon  wab!  It  is  well  known  that  a 
party  of  persons,  from  the  British  frigate  Topaz, 
went  ashore  in  China,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  that 
country,  and  maltreated  some  of  the  people — and 
that  others  were  killed  and  wounded  by  a  cannon- 
ade from  the  frigate;  that  the  Chinese,  agreeably  to 
their  usages  and  laws,  had  demanded  that  the  gun- 
ner, 8iC.  of  the  Topaz  should  be  given  up  to  them 
for  trial,  in  their  own  way — which  demand  had  not 
been  acceded  to;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
refusal,  the  Chinese  authorities  had  forbidden  the 
customary  trade  with  the  Britisii,  &c.  They  have 
adopted  no  other  than  this  peaceful  remedy  te 
punish  a  flagrant  violation  of  their  laws. 

The  Chinese  make  no  distinction  between  homi- 
cide and  murder,  and  "life  for  life"  is  a  fundamen- 
tal law  of  the  empire,  inflicted  equally  upon  their 
own  subjects  and  foreigners  That  they  have  a 
right  to  establish  this  principle,  no  one  can  question^ 
and  foreigners  wlio  come  into  the  territory,  are 
bound  to  submit  to  it,  as  to  all  other  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  empire. 

About  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  I  entered  into  e 
gentleman's  wood,  and  cut  a  walking-cane  for  my- 
self—ct'cn  anoalcling.  If  the  owner  had  caught  me 
in  the  fact,  even  though  he  might  not  have  person- 
ally known  me,  he  would,  probably,  have  smiled  at 
my  fancy,  or  disputed  my  taste,  and  have  direct- 
ed my  attention  to  some  other  young  tree  more 
conformable  to  his  own:  but  if  I  had  committed 
such  an  act  in  England  and  been  so  detected  in  it,  I 
should  have  been  seized  upon  as  a  great  criminal, 
,  dragged  before  a  magistrate*  sent  to  jail  and  there 


NILES'  REGISTER- 


-AUGUST  3,  182£— BRITISH  AND  CHINESE. 


S^y 


feept  in  irons,  tried  by  a  court  as  a  wicked  felon,  and 
sent  off"  to  Van  Deiman's  land,  in  the  hold  of  a  foul 
transport,  12  or  15000  miles  from  my  wife  and  c!id 
dren,  and  there  to  remain  as  a  servant  or  slave  tor 
13  or  2U  years,  or  more,  at  llie  mercy  of  the  judge. 
But  to  put  the  case  in  a  strong-  and  decisive  point 
of  view — suppose  that,  attached  to  an  American 
vessel  of  war,  lying  in  a  British  [iort  and  being  on 
shore,  I  had  entered  the  wood  of  some  British  no 
bleman,  and  therein,  unthinkingly  or  uncons  lous 
of  harm,  cut  down  a  i/'ning  oak  for  a  walking  sticit— 
that  the  fact  should  b;  known,  and  an  officer,  with 
civil  process,  sliould  board  the  vessel  and  demand 
my  person  to  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  England,  and 
be  refused — what  would  be  the  resuhr  Would  not 
the  whole  power  of  the  empire,  disposable  on  the 
occasion,  be  exerted  to  bring  me  to  what  is  called 
justice?  Nay,  might  not  the  case  even  result  in  7var 
between  my  country  and  Great  Urilain?  I  ht:  case 
of  Piarce,  killed  oif  N:v/  York,  by  a  cannon  ball 
from  the  Leander,  will  shew  what  we  thought  of  a 
matter  not  essentially  different  in  its  principle, 
tut  much  less  repulsive  in  its  practice,  accordiiig  to 
our  ideas  of  law,  tlian  v/as  the  proceeding  had  on 
board  of  the  Topaz  relative  to  the  Chinese,  in  con- 
formity to  their  laws — for  their  Jaws  are  not  at  ail 
speculative,  or  subject  to  any  other  than  one  con- 
struction on  the  subject— being  positively  life  for 
life,  whether  caused  by  accident  or  design  No 
one  will  attempt  to  dispute  the  right  of  England  to 
pass  laws  that  will  even  hung  a  person  for  cutting 
a  walking  stick  cr  killing  a  rai)bit,  or  for  any  thing 
else,  to  operate  witliin  the  realm — for  foreigners 
may  keep  tiiemselves  out  of  it,  if  they  please.  Why 
then  should  tiie  rig!)t  of  China  be  questioned,  and 
her  peaceful  measure  for  redress  be  so  much  re- 
prehended? It  is  not  for  one  nation  to  pass  upon 
the  propriety  of  the  general  laws  of  another— else 
toe  should  soon  settle  'he  question  about  the  natural 
right  of  the  fainily  of  the  Guelphs  to  the  throne  of 
the  United  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland — 
H  doctrine  as  absur  d  and  ridiculous  as  any  that  is 
entertained  in  China,  or  even  among  the  Hotten- 
toL<5;  a  doctrine  that  is  upheld  by  so  many  public- 
ly, but  believed  in,  privately,  by  no  one  to  be  just, 
being  wholly  a  political  and  priestly  iiction. 

I  am  led  to  these  remarks  by  seeing  a  long  arti- 
ole  from  '•Jieii's  [London]  IVeek'y  .Vtessenffer,"  on 
the  dispute  with  the  Chinese,  which  recommends 
the  invasion  of  their  country  because  its  legal  au- 
thorities have  stopped  the  trade  with  bJritisJi  mer 
chants  and  shippers!     This  is  quite  astonishing  to 
us,  because  "liell's  Messenger"  is  one  of  the  most 
moderate  and  generally  correct  works  of  all  that 
sre  publisiied  in  the  British  empire.     The  article 
states  the  causes  of  the  dispute,  resists  the  giving 
>ip  of  the  person  of  the  gunner  to  be  tried  accord 
ing  to  the  violated  laws  ot  China,  as  degrading;  but 
insists  that  the  trade  with   the  country  shall  be 
maintiiined  by  forcf;,  if  refused  to  negociation,— 
Now,  ttiis  seems  exceedingly  modest.     What  would 
♦  he  editor  of  that  paper  think  of  the  president  of 
of  the  United  States,  if  he  should  send  a  minister 
to  London,  to  say— the  trade  to  tite  West  Indies  is 
important  to  us,  open  your  ports,  cr  w.  will  cap- 
ture your  islandsi"  A  minister  so  commissioned,  and 
making  such  a  demand,  would  not  be  listened  to. 
ile  would  b'j  treated  with  deserved  contempt;  and 
"depletion  and  a  strait  waistcoat"  v.'ould  be  seri 
ously  recom.mended  to  our  president.     Every  bod) 
would  think  him  a  madman,  foraitempiing  to  pre 
scribo  to  an  ind-^pt-ndent   nation  what,  and  wi'.h 
whom,  they  should  sell  or  buy! 
Ttrc  "Mcssertjjer"  srvs  ftrai  "t!ie  ten  VTzi-2  r.r.w 


constitutes  the  only  lucrative  branch  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  E  .St  India  Company;"  that  the  "re- 
venue" derived  from  it  is  very  large,from  the  amount 
of  its  cimsamption  in  England  —and  asks  how  the 
deficiency  of  revenue  is  to  be  suprih.ed — what  sub- 
stitute could  be  had  for  this  "far  sought  exotic?" 

And  proceeds  to  add — 'The  qu'^stion,  there- 
fore, is,  what  will  be  the  consequences.  These 
may  be  very  shortly  stated.  Either  we  must  sub- 
mit and  relinquish  Canton  altogether,  and  the  tea 
trade;  or  we  must  demand  those  e.xplanations  of 
the  Chinese  government,  and,  p.^rha;  s,  those  rights 
of  property,  or  indemnity,  under  so'«e  purchase  or 
contract  for  our  factory  at  Canton,  vjhich,  in  the  no- 
lorioua  spirit  of  the  Chinese  government,  must  lead  to 
a  -war  with  that  country.'' 

Again— '-By  the  law  of  nations,  every  country 
has  a  right  to  prohibit  another  country  from  trading 
with  it;  an.l  that  suci;  prohibition  is  no  grou.ul  fop 
war.  It  is,  indeed,  absurd  to  say  that  we  have  any 
rigiit  to  go  to  war  with  the  Chinese  because  they 
refuse  to  supply  us  with  tea.  But  -we  amicipate  that 
this  di^culiy  wHl  be  removed  by  gome  outi-ageous  insult 
on  the  part  of  the  Chinese,  in  givirig  the  required  ex- 
planation. The  question  then  is,  what  is  to  be  done: 
how  is  the  war  to  he  co.mmenced,  and  what  must 
be  its  object?  Its  object  must  be,  we  should  think, 
to  make  a  permanent  conquest  nf  Canton,  and  of 
about  three  or  four  iiun  Ired  miles  of  the  country 
round  Canton,  and  to  guard  it  by  posts,  somewhat, 
perhaps,  in  the  nature  of  Martello  towers,  from  all 
the  possible  tff'orts  oi'  such  a  power  as  the  Chines:;, 
We  should  think  that  an  army  of  about  twenty 
thousand  men  would  be  amply  sufficient  for  a  ser- 
vice of  this  kind,  and,  perhaps,  this  number  of  men 
might  be  sent  fro  n  India,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Crylon,  &c.  It  is  absurd  to  talk  of  the  m;iny  mil- 
lions  of  the  Chinese  empire,  considering  how  these 
millions  are  disciplined  and  armed  with  match- 
locks, bows  and  anows,  8tc. 

«'ln  the  event  of  such  a  conquest,  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  the  war  should  be  sustained  by  China, 
who  sliould  open  her  celestial  chests  upon  the  oc- 
casion. We  must  add  a  word,  however,  to  this,  and 
with  which  we  shall  conclude;  namely,  that  if  things 
should  take  such  a  turn,  and  we  should  make  sucSl 
a  conquest,  it  should  not  be  for  the  East  India  Com- 
pany,  but  for  the  Britisii  empire  in  general. 

»'With  repect  to  the  empire  of  China  itielf,  we 
have  no  compassion  whatever  for  it.  It  is  -  xac.tly 
in  the  state  which  any  one  would  anticipate  to  be 
the  condition  of  an  empire  under  a  pagan  super- 
stition, and  which  is  so  fully,  so  finely,  and  so  briefly 
described  in  a  boo.'c,  vhich  lue  trust  is  in  the  hands  of 
allow  readers.  Si.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Ri^niins,-  nen 
disr?gardii»g  the  light  of  nature,  as  visible  in  all 
the  wo;ks  of  Providence,  and  Hnallv,  justly  punish- 
ed by  t.ie  Supreme  Being  in  having  this  light  en- 
tirely  withdrawn 

"Th^  conquest  of  a  people  of  this  kind,  except 
at  tlie  expense  of  permanent  principles,  on  which 
all  governments  must  rest,  is  the  acquisition  of  a 
i)arbarous  wilderness  into  the  pale  of  civilization." 

Now,  here  is  an  acknowhiclgment  of  the  right 
of  the  Chinese  to  regulate  their  own  trad*",  an  e.isy 
way  poinred  out  for  rnttking  a  qu.irnl,  the  \tl\n  of 
conqut  St  suggested,  the  "holy  scriptures"  lugged 
iti  to  j  l^;d'y  ttie  dei;<l,  and  t;ie  subjugation  ju.stilied 
entiri"!}',  unleas  "at  the  expense  nf  permanent  princi- 
ples, on  xvhich  all  governments  must  rest."  A  strange 
tissue  of  rapine,  robbr;ry,  religious  cant  and  hypo« 
cnsy.  If  it  is  not  a  "pekmase^t  phi.xciple"  that 
a  nation  has  a  right  to  make  taws  for  f.self,  and  to  r#- 
arulatc  i:?  yrr-.  trade,  v.e  "hoHld  like  to  bnow  what  a 
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"permanent  principle"  is.  Surely,  it  is  a  principle 
on  which  ever)'  independent  government  acts — and 
the  darling  principle  of  England. 

But  the  Chinese  are  "pagans."  Shall  the  de- 
stroyer o\'  India  say  to  the  emperor  of  China,  "stand 
aside,  I  am  holier  than  thou?"  Their  agent  of  de 
solation  and  murder,  the  infamous  Clive,  while  he 
lived,  was  haunted,  as  he  believed,  by  legions  of 
the  ghosts  of  the  innocent  people  that  he  had  de- 
stroyed—and, to  relieve  himself  of  the  terror  they 
inspired,  he  shot  himself,  that  he  might  arrive  at 
judgment  for  the  dreadful  deeds  which  he  had 
committed  to  serve,  and  which  were  sanctioned 
by,  the  "honorable  East  India  Company." 

O^A  late  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  from  Canton, 
furnishes  us  with  the  present  state  of  the  case — 
that  the  India  Company's  ships  returned  to  VVliam- 
poa  in  the  early  part  of  March,  for  the  purpose  of 
loading,  and  Ihe  supercargoes  and  writers  of  the 
Company  to  their  factories  at  Canton  about  the 
same  time.  This  step  was  taken  by  the  Company's 
servants,  in  consequence  of  an  edict  from  the  vice- 
roy, to  the  purport,  that  neither  the  property  of 
the  Company,  nor  the  persons  of  its  agents,  were 
to  be  held  liable  for  the  acts  of  British  government 
vessels. 

It  is  said  that  the  matter  is  to  be  settled  by  the 
two  governments,  and  that  the  terms  still  insisted 
on  by  the  Chinese,  are  the  delivery  of  two  men  by 
the  English,  and  that  one  or  two  of  the  Company's 
ships  are  to  remain  at  Whampoa  as  a  place  of  re- 
fugfe  in  the  event  of  future  danger  or  difficulty. 

Suspension  of  the  trade  -with  China. 
The  following  edict  of  the  viceroy  (being  the 
third  in  numerical  order)  was  transmitted  to  the 
Hong  merchants,  in  consequence  of  a  representa- 
tion which  they  made  in  answer  to  the  one  which 
we  published  yesterday  se'nnight. 

Tnen,  gov.  of  Canton,  a  guardian  of  the  prince,  &c. 

Whenever  it  occurs  that,  connected  with  the  said 
national  commerce  at  Canton,  there  is  any  distur- 
bance, or  disobedience  to  the  laws  ot  China,  the 
commerce  is  to  be  immediately  inderdicted,  and 
the  removal  of  goods  and  things  up  and  down  pro- 
hibited, which  is  intended  as  a  punishment  and  a  , 
warning.  This  is  an  old  usage,  and  has  been  acted 
on  for  many  successive  years. 

Now  the  said  nation's  man  of  war  (Richardson's) 
cams  to  Canton  as  convoy  to  the  merchant  ships, 
and  he  allowed  his  man  of  war's  men  to  kill  and 
wound  the  natives.  Next  he  made  opposition,  and 
would  not  deliver  up  the  foreign  murderers;  there- 
fore I  interdicted  the  whole  of  the  said  nation's 
commerce,  and  in  so  doing,  acted  according  to  for- 
mer legal  practice. 

In  consequence  of  Ya  te-ai,  Pattichin,  and  Fuke- 
shin  (Haviside,  Patterson,  and  Cruikshank),  three 
ships,  having  already  taken  in  all  their  cargoes,  I 
allowed  them  to  proceed  first  to  England,  instead 
of  waiting  here  at  Canton.  But  this  was  an  act  of 
pity  and  compassion  in  me  the  governor,  to  these 
ioreign  merchants.  It  was  an  act  of  grace  beyond 
what  wasstrictly  right  and  proper  to  be  done. 

But  these  ship's  captains  are  insensible  to 
feelings  of  gratitude.  [Haviside's  ship  was  away 
before  this  petition  was  sent.]  In  consequence  of 
what  I  have  done  they  make  whining  and  clamorous 
pretexts,  and  write  petitions— a  proceeding  exceed- 
ingly disorderly  and  founded  on  false  principles. 

1  here  command  you,  the  Hong  merchants,  to  en- 
join these  my  orders  on  the  said  nation's  chief,  and 
liis  colleagues — to  require  them  to  urge  and  com- 
pel the  deliyenng  up  of  the  foreign  murueTtrj,  and 


after  they  are  tried  and  the  legal  proceedings  clos- 
ed, then  all  the  ships  may  open  their  hatches,  may 
move  goods  up  and  down,  and  afterwards  set  sail; 
but  if  they  will  still  gaze  about,  and  hope,  and  lin- 
ger and  delay,  I  hereby  positively  declare  that  I  will 
not  allow  them  to  move  up  or  down  so  much  of 
goods,  as  a  thread  of  silk,  or  the  down  of  a  plant. 

As  to  the  question,  whether  or  not  the  Hong 
merchants  owe  to  the  commanders  and  others,  it  is 
incumbent  on  the  commanders  to  apply  to  the  chief 
and  his  colleagues,  who,  with  you,  the  Hong  mer- 
chants, may  examine  into  the  affair  and  settle  it. 

As  to  the  household  furniture,  utensils.  Sic.  whe- 
ther I  will  permit  them  to  be  moved  down  or  not, 
must  be  deferred  until  the  case  of  murder  is  in  law 
concluded;  and  after  that  is  done,  I  will  issue  ano- 
ther. 

The  sum  of  the  matter  is  this— that,  for  a  man 
killed,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  life  be  for- 
feited. It  is  not  by  any  means  an  afl'air  that  can  be 
terminated  by  empty  talk  and  reasonings. 

Let  the  Hong  merchants  order  the  chief  and  his 
colleagues  to  commuicate  these  commands  to  their 
several  ship's  captains  to  obey  the  tenor  thereof. 

JAOVV  KWANG, 
A  special  edict.     (True  copy  of  translation)^ 
1st  year,  I2ih  moon,  I9th  day — llth  Jan.  1822. 


Stt.am  boats.  Mr.  Thomas  M.  Hickey,  of  Lex- 
ington, Ken.  "announces  the  information  that 
means  have  been  found,  simple  and  cheap,  and  re- 
quiring but  very  little  alteration  in  the  present  ma- 
chinery, the  eflect  of  which  is  independent  of  hu- 
man foresight,  knowledge  or  care;  and  giving  to 
that  navigation  all  the  safety  that  might  be  wished, 
by  securing  it  against  the  breaking  of  boilers." 

We  sincerely  hope  that  Mr.  Hickey  has  discover- 
ed some  improvement  that  v^ill  really  accomplish 
what  he  prociuims  to  be  fact.  There  is  no  calcula- 
tion to  be  made  about  tlie  extent  to  which  steam 
navigatron  will  go,  and  whatever  insures  its  safety 
must  be  regarded  as  highly  important,  indeed.  But 
very  few,  if  any,  accidents  have  occurred  on  board 
of  boats  in  which  the  low  pressure  engines  are 
used. 


The  riRATES.  A  letter  from  on  board  the  U.  S. 
schr.  Grampus,  at  Havana,  says— "We  left  the  schr. 
Shark  oft"  Salt  Key,  to  wait  for  the  boats,  they  be- 
ing out  cruising  off  Sagua  le  Grande,  with  130  men, 
3  schooners,  5  boats,  with  5  large  guns  and  several 
swivels.  Rephaenillo  has  three  schooners  manned 
with  125  men  each,  with  one  long  9  and  four  2  lb. 
swivels,  but  their  vessels  have  no  bulwarks." 

"The  principal  establishment  of  the  pirates  is 
near  Princippe,  the  capital  of  the  island,  and  it 
hardly  seems  possible  for  the  United  States,  with- 
out the  aid  of  government,  (honestly  afforded),  to 
put  these  marauders  down.  Most  of  these  expedi- 
tions are  fitted  out,  in  the  first  instance,  at  a  village 
called  Itegules,  oiie  quarter  of  a  mile  from  this  city, 
and  under  the  very  eye  of  the  government.  More 
than  one  hundred  persons  belonging  to  this  place, 
are  known  to  be  concerned  in  this  infamous  and 
abominable  business — however,  but  little  can  be 
expected  from  the  present  rulers  here,  while  they 
keep  the  men  of  war  in  port,  and  suffer  the  little 
patriot  cruisers  to  capture  their  merchant  vessels 
almost  under  the  guns  of  the  Moro,  and  on  all  parts 
of  the  coast.  The  British  cruisers  seem  to  be  as  care- 
less of  protecting  their  defenceless  merchantmen  f rem 
the  pirates,  as  they  are  anxious  to  run  from  port  to 
port,  carrying  specie.'    In  fact,  there  is  no  protec 
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tion  in  these  seas  to  the  unarmed  mariner,  but  what 
he  derives  from  the  Hag  of  the  UniVed  States." 

Captain  Fitz,  arrived  at  New- York  from  the  Ba- 
hamas, states,  that  about  the  middle  of  June,  the 
wreckers  had  fallen  in  with  a  ship  on  shore,  near 
Rum  Key,  ihe.  cre-.u  nf  -n-hich  bad  been  cut  to  pieces, 
ami  were  f(ju7i<l  hanging  in  ilie  rigging!  They  also 
found  a  brig  at  sea,  near  the  same  place,  entirely 
deserted,  supposed  to  have  been  robbed  by  the 
pirates. 

aj^^Our  naval  force  in  the  West  India  seas— or 
about  to  serve  therein,  is  powerful;  consisting  of 
the  Macedonian  frigate,  ship  ('yane,  sloops  of  war 
Peacock  and  Hornet;  brigs  Knterprize  and  Spark, 
and  schooners  Alligatorj  Shark,  Porpoise  and  Gram 
pus. 


The  mother!     The  following  interesting  para 
graphs  arc  extracted  from  the  Village  Record: 

A  few  days  ago,  a  woman  in  Qaucake  Valley, 
Northampton  county,  observed  a  rattlesnake  coiled 
on  a  log  near  the  house;  she  took  her  husband's 
rifl«  out  to  shoot  it,  but,  setting  the  gun  near  the 
end  of  the  log,  concluded  to  kill  it  with  a  stick, 
■which  she  effected — then  reaching  for  the  rifle  and 
drav;ing  it  towards  her,  the  'lock  struck  a  knot— 
the  gun  went  off',  and  the  ball  entered  her  left  side 
and  came  out  near  the  shoulder — she  did  not  fall, 
but  took  the  rifl-^  into  the  house  and  set  it  up — took 
her  infant  from  the  cradle,  and  bidding  one  of  the 
older  children  to  press  her  hand  on  the  wound  to 
check  the  effusion  of  blood,  gave  suck  to  her  child; 
thus  exemplifying  the  «ruling  passion  strong  in 
death"— the  last  tliought  of  the  mother  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  comfort  of  her  little  one;  a  few 
hours  after  the  woman  was  a  corpse. 

Speaking  of  maternal  tenderness,  brings  an  anec- 
dote to  my  mind,  related  a  short  time  ago  to  me  by 
a  gentleman  from  the  south  west,  which  the  reader 
cannot  peruse  with  indifference,  although  he  may 
not  see  how  it  grows  out  of  the  story  just  told.  In 
Mississippi,  tliere  was  a  hunter  who  used  to  allure 
the  doe  within  reacliof  his  rifle,  by  imitating  the 
cries  of  the  fawn — a  simple  cry  like  that  of  a  young 
lamb — and  when  the  mother  was  led  to  the  spot  by 
the  supposed  voice  of  her  young,  he  would  kill  her. 
AVhen  tlie  fact  was  known,  a  general  burst  of  in- 
dignation broke  forth  against  the  man.  From  the 
most  elevated  in  society,  to  the  humblest  negro  on 
the  neigliboring  plantations,  there  was  an  universal 
exclamation  against  the  wretch  who  could  trea- 
cherously betray  to  death,  by  an  appeal  to  that 
most  sacred  of  all  instincts,  the  affcaion  of  a  mother 
for  her  offspring.  The  hunter  was  obliged  solemnly 
to  promise  to  do  so  no  more,  or  to  abandon  his  home 
and  his  hunting  ground.  The  feeling  excited,  and 
the  interposition,  were  honorable  to  humanity. 

United  States'  lead  mines.  A  notice  from  the 
war  department  is  published  in  the  western  papers, 
offering  to  receive  proposals,  at  the  oiFice  of  the 
ordnance  department,  for  leasing  any  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  containing  mines  of  lead  upon 
an  annual  rent  of  one  tenth  of  the  product  of  the 
mines,  to  be  deposited,  in  pure  lead,  in  a  store- 
house on  the  ground. — The  leases  are  to  be  for 
three  years,  and  not  for  a  quantity  of  land,  to  any 
individual  or  company,  exceeding  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  &c.  Leases  may  be  renewed  at 
the  expiration  of  three  years,  at  the  option  of  the 
government,  reserving  the  right  to  raise  the  rent, 
but  not  to  a  higher  rent  than  one-fifth  of  the  pro- 
duct. The  advertisement  is  dated  at  the  ordnance 
■•i,''partme';t,  Jtrie  Hth. — M'c.t.  /'.'. 


The  HETio  OF  Orleans.  On  the  fourth  of  July, 
at  the  celebration  of  American  independence,  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  governor  Carroll  delivered 
to  general  Jackson  a  sword,  in  testimony  of  the 
state's  approbation  of  his  conduct,  with  the  follow- 
ing address: 

.Major  general  .Andrea)  JacJcson: 

"  By  a  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  of  this 
state,  at  its  session  of  1819,  the  governor  was  di- 
rected to  "procure  and  deliver  to  you  a  sword, 
with  suitable  engravings  thereon,  as  a  testimoniai 
of  the  high  respect  entertained  by  the  state  of 
Tennessee  for  your  ])ui)lic  services." 

In  obedience  to  that  resolution,  this  sword  has 
been  procured,  and  I  am  happy  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  presenting  it  to  you  on  a  day  which  must 
eivcite  in  t/our  breast  so  many  pleasing  recollec- 
tions. You  gave  your  -youthful  exertions  to  the 
establishment  of  that  iudejiendence,  whose  decla- 
ration we  now  celebrate.  To  its  perpetuation  you 
contributed  in  riper  years,  by  those  splendid 
achievments  during  the  late  war,  which  have  "filed 
the  measure  of  your  country's  glory." 

Accept,  sir,  this  evidence  of  the  gratitude  of 
Tennessee.  With  it  I  tender  you  my  best  wishes 
for  the  dur:i;ion  of  your  health  and  happiness.  In 
these  wishes  I  know  I  am  cordially  joined  by  our 
fellow  citizens  of  the  the  state." 

To  liihicK  the  general  replied — 

"  When  I  look  around  me,  and  behold  many  of 
those  patriot-soldiers,  descendants  of  the  immortal 
heroes  who  acheved  that  national  independence 
we  this  day  celebrate,  and  who,  when  the  tocsin  of 
alarm  and  war  was  sounded  in  1812,  voluntarily  re- 
paired to  the  tented  field,  in  defence  of  their  coun- 
try, with  the  determination  either  to  preserve,  in- 
violate, those  inestimable  rigiits,  or  perish  in  the 
attempt,  I  am  inspired  with  feelings  more  easily  to 
be  imagined  than  expressed. 

It  was  on  the  mihtary  prowess  of  these  brave 
and  patriotic  men,  and  their  associMes  in  arms,  that 
the  safety  and  defence  of  the  country,  as  well  as 
my  military  fame,  rested;  and  they  most  nobly  sup- 
ported both.  As  a  testimom'al,  then,  of  the  appro, 
bation  of  my  fellow  citizei;s  of  Tennessee,  for  my 
public  services,  and  the  services  of  those  gallant 
and  meritorious  ofTicers  and  men,  who  so  effectuallv 
seconded  my  exertions  in  the  defence  of  our  fron- 
tier borders  throughout  the  late  British  and  Indian 
wars,  I  receive,  with  pleasure  and  gratitude,  tlus 
sword,  which  has  been  prepared  agreeably  to  the 
resolution  of  the  legislature  of  thisjstate,  and  pre- 
sented by  your  excellency. 

It  is  these  brave  officers  and  men,  associated  witli 
me  in  those  trying  scenes,  and  who  so  well  support- 
ed the  reputation  of  their  revolutionary  fathers, 
that  most  deserve  their  country's  approbation  and 
warmest  gratitude;  it  is  their  heroic  exploits,  as 
well  as  my  public  services,  the  resolution  of  the 
legislature  intends  to  approve;  and,  as  such,  I  re- 
ceive,  with  additional  feelings  of  the  sincerest  plea- 
sure, that  testimonial,  so  freely  bestowed  on  bot^ 
them  and  me,  by  my  fellow  citizens. 

That  I,  the  humble  instrument  in  the  hand  of  Di- 
vine Providence,  should  have  been  the  means  of 
deliverance  to  our  frontier  borders  from  savage 
cruelty,  and  New  Orleans,  the  emporium  of  tlie 
west,  from  the  ravages  and  pollution  of  a  British 
army,  is  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  Heaven  can 
bestow;  and  that  I  should  have  been  able,  through 
all  these  ditlicuUies  and  trying  scenes,  so  to  con- 
duct  myself  as  to  deserve  and  obtain  the  approbii. 
tion  of  my  fellow  citi7;ens  of  Tennessee,  as  express. 
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ed  by  the  resolution  of  their  legislature,  will  be 
to  me  one  of  the  most  pleasing  recollections  of  my 
ftiture  existence. 

\Vben  1  review  the  disinterested  patriotism  dis- 
played by  the  voluntary  tender  M  the  military  ser- 
v'icc>>  of  the  brave  Teunt  sseans,  during  the  whole 
British  and  Indian  war,  it  excites  in  me  mingled 
feelings  of  pleasure  and  pride  Their  proffr  red  ser- 
vices contained  no  constitutional  scruples;  were 
coniined  by  no  territorial  limits;  the  order  of  their 
government  for  dismissal  was  the  only  limit  to  their 
fervires.  This  ho!y  ztal,  with  which  the  bosoms  of 
the  brave  volunteers  was  fired,  ought  fo  be  foster 
ed  ami  cherisli'.  d,  not  damptd,  by  the  government; 
it  is  this  zeal  alons  thai  can  defend  and  preserve 
the  liberties  of  our  countr}',  and  pc-rpciuate  the 
existence  of  our  happy  form  of  government. 

I  thank  you.  sir,  most  siricerely,  for  th?  good 
v/jshes  you  '.ffer  for  my  health  and  huppiness.  I 
cannot  conclude  without  fn'st  invoking  a  similar 
bk'ss;i  g  in  your  behalf:  and,  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  st.ite  of  'I'er.nessee,  over  which  you  preside, 
ip.a)  be  commensurate  witli  the  courage  and  pa- 
triotism of  its  citizens,  is,  and  ever  will  be,  the  first 
wish  of  my  heart." 

FOUKIGN    NEWS. 

Grmt  Britain  and  Ireland.  An  arrival  at  New- 
York,  furnishes  London  papers  of  the  evening  of 
the  1.3th  June. 

The  distressed  condition  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land continues  to  increase — large  subscriptions 
hav-  been  raised,  but  thry  are  wholly  inadequate 
evf  n  for  present  relief.  "We  repeat,"  says  the 
last  Dublin  paper,  "that  a  v.HHon  of  men,  women 
and  c'l'iMren,  are  starving  are  actually  dying  of 
hunger,  and,  in  one  of  the  finest  seasons  ever  re- 
men.hered,  a  malignant  fever,  with  every  appear- 
ance of  the  worst  symptoms  of  pestilence,  has  set 
in." 

•'Some  idea  of  the  exti'eme  distress  to  which  the 
peas^antry  are  reduced,  may  be  formtd  from  the 
tact,  that,  in  the  town  of  Gal  way,  a  numSer  of  wo- 
men are  daily  employed  in  drawing  down  turf  from 
the  bogs,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  town,  on  their 
backs.  For  as  gieat  a  load  as  they  are  capable  of 
carrying,  they  obtain  but  one  penny  half  per.ny; 
and,  in  <;rder  to  obtain  this  scanty  pittance  to  sus- 
tarn  life,  they  perform  a  journey  of  six  miles,  bare- 
footed, under  a  burning  sun." 

"We  pledge  ourselves  to  this  fact— that  the  dis- 
tresses, ir.  extent  and  degree,  even  in  those  pa- 
rishes where  it  was  supposed  to  be  less  severe,  is 
frightful  and  apalling;  and  that  scenes  have  been 
witnessed  by  the  visitors,  which  so  far  exceeded  any 
idea  that  had  been  formed  of  what  human  nature 
coidd  ensure,  that  the  beholders  were  obliged  to 
retreat  in  dismay  and  horror.  We  speak  not  of  a 
solitary  instance  of  wretchedness,  such  as  we  have 
described,  but  masses  of  it,  where  human  beings 
had  not  tasted  food  for  six  and  thirty  hours,  and 
where  sixteen  was  only  preserved  by  some  morsel 
of  food  administered  by  creatures  almost  as  pdiid 
and  wo  worn,  but  w]io  had  just  as  many  rags  as 
enabled  them  to  crawl  out  without  outraging  de- 
cency!!!" 

The  colonial  trade  bill  was  to  be  read  a  second 
time  in  the  house  of  lor  Js  on  the  15lh  June.  At  a 
late  royal  levee,  a  part  of  the  royal  family  were 
informed,  it  was  "his  majesty's  pleasure  that  they 
should  not  attend."  There  is  some  Io-m  quarrel- 
ling in  the  iliustrious  house.  G.  S.  Kemble,  the 
celi-btated  pbycr,  is  dead.  The  price  of  whea^, 
&c.  wxj  declining.    A  meeting  was  held  at  Lloyd's 


to  consider  the  propriety  of  voting  500/  for  the 
relief  of  the  people  of  Ireland— the  proposition 
was  lost,  for  it  246,  against  it  269.  The  monumen- 
t.il  statue  of  tie  late  duke  of  Kent,  one  of  the  royal 
brothers,  represents  liim  as  resting  his  right  arm  on 
the  mbk! 

France  is  quiet — the  chambers  were  enquiring 
into  the  late  expedition  to  Samana.  ii.  Constant 
and  the  marquis  Forbin  dcs  Issarta  had  fought  a 
duel,  sitting  on  t-^vo  chairs,  at  the  distance  of  ten 
paces,  t!ie  former  being  lame  and  unable  to  stand. 
They  fired  very  calmly  twice  at  each  oUier,  without 
doing  liarm,  and  then  the  quarrel  was  made  up  by 
th";  seconds. 

The  debates  in  the  chamber  of  deputies  are,  as 
usual,  very  tumuituous.  T'he  abbe  Frayssinous, 
who  recommended  that  the  common  pf-nple  should 
not  be  allowed  to  learn  to  read  and  write,  has  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  educuiion  of  France! 

Spain,  7'h'* naval  establishment,  small  as  it  now 
is,  languishes  for  the  want  of  money — which  has 
been  pretty  liberally  appropriated,  but  not  receiv- 
ed into  the  treasury.  The  arrears  of  pay  to  the  na- 
val officers,  artizans  and  day  laborers,  are  said  to 
amount  to  gl,250,000.  Some  of  these  had  not 
received  any  thing  for  12  or  14  months.  The  con- 
struction of  two  frigates  is  suspended  for  the  want 
of  funds.     The  army  is  paid  pretty  regularly. 

It  is  confidently  asserted  by  the  Journal  dcs  De- 
bats,  that  the  Spanish  ambassador  has  received  a 
note,  in  answer  to  that  of  M  Zea,  in  which  Spain 
invites  the  European  powers  not  to  acknowledge 
the  South  American  States. 

The  priesthood  is  becoming  more  and  more  un-. 
popular  in  Spain,  as  being  the  authors  of  the  dis. 
turbances. 

The  cortes  have  requested  the  king  "to  inf-irm 
eveiy  foreign  government,  which,  whether  directly 
or  indirectly,  would  take  part  in  our  domestic  con- 
cerns, that  the  nation  is  not  in  a  situation  to  receive 
laws;  that  she  possesses  pov/er  and  resources  to 
cause  herself  to  be  respected;  and  thatif  she  knew 
how  to  defend  her  independence  and  her  king  with 
glory,  it  is  with  the  same  glory  and  with  still  great- 
er exertions,  that  she  will  always  know  how  to  de- 
fend her  king  and  her  liberty." 

Portugal.  A  circular  of  the  Portuguese  govern- 
ment to  its  ministers  at  foreign  courts,  dated  the 
4tii  June,  relates,  that  those  of  Vienna,  Naples  and 
Turin,  having  declared  that  they  would  not h.  know- 
ledge the  new  order  of  things  established  in  Por- 
tugal, his  most  faithful  majesty  immedi.ately  recall- 
ed his  ministers  from  those  capitals,  and  suspended 
his  consuls  in  the  dominions  of  the  three  sove- 
reigns  from  the  exercise  of  tlieir  functions. 

linssians,  Turks  and  Greek's.  Tiie  pacha  of  Sa- 
lonichi  had  received  reinforcements,  and  defeated 
the  Greeks  near  Jerizza.  After  this,  he  fell  upoa 
thirty  Greek  villages,  and  carried  away  the  women 
and  children  as  slaves. 

The  Greek  population  of  the  Isle  of  Scio  were 
conveyed  successively  to  Constantinople,  and  sold 
like  vile  herds;  the  most  considerable  persons  and 
women  of  the  first  families,  were  treated  like  the 
others.  There  were  accounts  at  Constantinople 
of  an  unfortunate  naval  combat  for  the  Turkish 
fleet,  but  no  certain  details  were  given. 

Those  of  the  people  of  Scio  that  had  not  been 
sen^  off  as  slaves,  were  retained  for  deliberate 
butchery.  The  streets  of  the  town  were  filled 
with  their  festering  remains! 

Thousands  of  Greeks  are  exposed  in  the  slave 
market  at  Constantinople,  especially  women  and 
girls.     Some  of  these  kill  each  otlier  to  rescue 
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themselves  from  the  Turks— some  refuse  food,  and 
are  lashed  with  whips — some  are  purchased  for 
the  express  purpose  of  being  murdered,  for  which, 
according  to  the  Koran,  "the  faithful"  will  be 
eternally  rewarded  In  the  vicinity  of  Salonica, 
the  Greeks,  to  prevent  their  vv'ives  and  daughters 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Turks,  it  is  said, 
at  the  request  of  vhe  females,  had  put  them  to 
deatli! 

It  is  slated  that  the  English  took  an  active  part 
in  the  reduction  of  Scio-  and  it  is  also  intimated 
that  they  xpect  to  obtain  the  occupation  of  this 
island  to  facilitate  their  trade  in  the  Levant!  It  is 
hardly  possible  that  these  things  can  be  true. 

A  Loiidi/n  paper,  speaking  of  the  10,000  females 
that  were  diagged  from  Scio  and  sold  as  slaves, 
says,  "what  a  liow!  would  have  been  set  up  if  so 
many  hundred  negroes  had  been  disposed  of  in  the 
same  maniu-r!"  And  adds,  "Tlie  English  govern 
ment  is  now  upholding  the  system  wiiich  produces 
the  white  slave  trade  in  the  east,  and  affecting 
great  indign.ation  that  it  should  be  carried  on  by 
other  no'.vers  of  the  west." 

G:;j'The  course  of  conduct  that  Russia  will  pur- 
sue, in  respect  to  Turkey,  is  still  uncertain.     It  is 
strongly  rt  ported  that  the  Turks  had  agreed  to 
evacuate  >1oldavia  and  Wallachia,  as  demanded  by 
Russia,  but  later  accounts  tell  us  that  they  still  oc- 
cupied them.     The  Briiish  minister  at  Constanti- 
nople has  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to  preserve 
peace— and  give  up  the  Greeks  to  the  mercy  of 
t4ie  Turks      The  Russian  army  remains  in  statu  quo 
— but  it  is  said  that  vessels  were  clearing  out  at 
Odessa  for  Constantinople.     The  belief  was  very 
firm  in  London  that  there   would  not  be  any  war, 
and  the  king  of  France,  in  reply  to  an  address 
from  the  chamber  of  pe'-r.s,  on  the  lOtu  of  June, 
says— "Since  the  opening  of  the  session  I  have  re 
ceived  accounts  which  assure   me  that  peace  will 
not  be  disturbed  in  the  east.     It  is  with  the  high- 
est satisfaction  that  I  announce  to  you  this  intelli- 
gence."    On  the  other  hand,  it  is  stated  that  the 
Porte  has  not  committed  himself  as  to  the  evacua- 
tion   of  the  two  provinces — that  the  soldiers  of 
the  marine  h:ul  risen  in  insurrection  against  their 
chief  officer,  because  he  had  recomm:nendea  pa- 
cific iTieasures— and  that  Alexander  would  soon  re 
view  his  armies  on  the  frontier.     Our  opinion  still 
is,  that  his  love  of  "legitimacy"  and  respect  for  the 
"holy  ailiance,"  will  not  cure  him  of  his  love  for 
Turkey. 

Hayti.  It  appears  that  a  number  of  slaves  have 
made  their  escape  to  this  island,  from  Turk's  Island, 
Tortola,  Stc.  and  that  they  find  an  asylum  therein. 
Cuba.  The  pirates  are  still  busy  off  the  coasts  of 
this  island.  Among  the  vessels  lately  robbed,  was 
the  Brilisli  brig  Zephyr.  She  was  boarded  by  a 
piratical  schooner  of  two  guns,  9  pounders,  and  35 
men.  They  abused  the  passengers  and  crew  in  the 
most  brutal  manner,  and  made  preparations  as  if 
to  fire  the  brig,  and  burn  her  and  all  who  were  on 
board:  but,  on  the  captain  delivering  to  them  1500/ 
.sterling  in  gold,  they  retired,  after  plundering  the 
vessel  and  abusing  the  people  as  they  liked.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  these  things  will  make  the  British 
cruisers  a  little  more  active  than  they  have  been. 

Brazils.  A  complete  revolution  seems  to  have 
taken  place  in  this  country.  A  national  congress 
had  been  called,  who  declared  the  independence  of 
the  Uracils,  and  established  the  basis  of  a  new  go- 
vernment, which  is  to  be  on  the  representative 
principle.  Tlie  first  cortes  was  to  meet  on  the  5th 
or  6th  of  June  last.  The  prince  is  r.ominajly  at  the 
J;cad  of  the  executive  power. 


A  letter  dated  Rio  Janeiro,  17th  June,  says— "A 
cortes  has  been  called  by  this  government,  and  di- 
plomatic agents  are  nominated,  and  will  soon  be 
despatched  to  England  and  the  United  St  .te«." 

Chili,  Peru,  &c.  Upper  Peru  is  in  q"iet  pos- 
session of  the  royalists-  La  Serna's  force  is  4,000 
men,  and  Ramirez  has  about  half  that  number.  San 
Martin  was  preparing  an  equal  fvjrce  to  take  the 
field  against  them.  The  two  Spanish  frigates  that 
had  been  cruising  in  the  Pacific,  were  given  up  to 
the  agent  of  San  Martin  at  Guayaquil — and  one  of 
them  was  captured  by  lord  Cochrane  after  she  had  . 
carried  tlie  Peruvian  fi-.'.g  for  more  than  a  month. 
Chiloe  (the  south.ern  part  of  Chih),  was  yet  possess- 
ed by  the  royalists — an  expedition  was  fitting  out 
against  it.  The  famous  brig  Macedonian,  of  Bos- 
ton, is  in  another  scrape,  having  been  condemned 
at  Lima,  as  belonging  to  certain  royalists. 

Mexico.  We  hear  of  some  of  the  imperial  pro- 
ceedings of  the  emperor  Augustin.  Ele  seems  to 
lord  it,  riglit  bravely.  Great  jireparations  were 
making  for  his  coron;ition— :;bove  a  million  of  dol- 
lars had  been  appropriated  to  provide  things  for 
the  ceremony.  It  is  reported  that  his  popularity 
was  declining,  and  that  some  of  the  deputies  have 
said  that  they  were  not  invested  with  power  to 
name  an  emperor. 

The  Havana  papers,  as  to  intelligence  from  the 
late  possessions  of  Spain  on  the  continent,  cannot 
be  relied  on,  though  they  may  tell  the  truth:  but 
the  narrative  given  in  them  of  the  coronation  of 
Iturhide,  makes  that  affair  the  act  of  a  mob,  and  to 
appear  as  if  his  emperorship  would  not  long  wear 
a  crown.  The  country  is  represented  as  distracted 
with  parties  and  suffering  for  every  thing. 


Mexican  Pmclaniation. 

Diario  de  Vera  d-uz,  Jlay  29,  1822. 
Proclamation  of  our  emperor,  Senor  Don  Auguss 
tin  the  First. 
Inhabitants  of  the  Mexican  empire:  The  wish  to 
preserve  in  addressing  you,  the  tone  and  confi- 
dence of  a  simple  fellow  citizen,  is  even  yet  enter- 
tained by  him  whom  you  have  been  pleased  to  raise 
from  that  class,  to  the  imperial  dignity.     V.'/iat 
liave  jou  found  in  your  compatriot  to  render  him 
worthy  of  an  honor  so  exalted  and  brilliant?     Did 
you,  perchance,  see  in  liim  the  man,  who  emanci- 
pated the  nation  from  the  tyranny  of  three  centu- 
ries!    Is  the  crown  an  offering  of  gratitude  natural 
to  so  magnanimous  and  generous  a  people?     Yea, 
certainly,  gratitude,  that  sentiment  which  heaven 
has  implanted  in  all  hearts  or'  tliis  delicious  region, 
never  showed  itself  in  greater  force  tliun  at  the 
time  when  our  country  recognized  her^eil free  and 
independent.     From   that   moment,   1  «as  struck 
with  admiration  of  the  thankful  feelings  of  the  in- 
habitants— then,  were  the  diadem  and  obedience 
tendered  to  me  with  free  and  sincere  acckmationj 
and  I  would  liave  then  accepted  them  at  once,  mak- 
ing  to  my  country  this  last  sacrifice,  assuredly  the 
most  painful,  considering  my  natural  dispositions 
and  the  object  of  my  wishes,  since  I  began  to  insti- 
tute comaparisons  between  the  disquietudes  of  the 
of  the  world  and  the  sweets  of  solitude — had  not 
my  very  duties  and  services  pledged  to  tlie  coun- 
try,  furnished  me  with  a  two  fold  motive  for  refus- 
ing her  liberal  offers. 

Fixed  in  the  principle  that  etery  thing  should 
be  given  up  to  the  country;  resolute  and  consist- 
ent  in  the  plan  conceived  fur  the  recovery  of  our 
national  indspeiuience,  ami  f.iiiiiful  to  the  treaties 
concluded  at  Cordo^u  with  u  minister  of  the  Spa- 
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nish  government,  il  will  not  be  s;iid  that  Iturbide  ' 
availed  hirnself  of  the  regard  of  the  people,  but  only 
to  moderate  the  demonstrations  of  their  love  and 
gratitude.  Scarcely  had  public  opinion  begun  to 
manifest  itself  through  the  press,  designating  him 
as  the  person  to  wield  the  sceptre  of  the  empire, 
when  lie  endeavored,  without  delay,  to  give  it  a 
ditl'erent  direction.  He  declared  and  proclaimed 
his  own,  in  public  and  private,  as  citizen  and  as 
magistrate;  as  one  interested  in  the  glory  of  the 
nation,  nnd  punctilious  and  deUcate  in  respect  to 
•what  regards  his  personal  interests.  The  laurels 
of  that  victory  which  broke  the  power  of  the  op- 
pressors of  liis  country  quietly  encompassed  his 
brows,  and  assigned  proper  limits  to  that  laudable 
ambition,  which  fecundated  all  the  virtues.  Why 
then  constrain  him  to  ascend  the  throne,  from 
whose  elevation  he  can  no  longer  view  with  com- 
placency the  services  rendered  to  his  country, 
without  feeling  himself  pressed  down  by  the  excess 
of  his  recompense? — Tlie  nation  has  so  willed  it; 
and  Iturbide  yields  to  her  supreme  will,  now  that 
he  ascertains  that  it  is  not  an  inconsiderate  move- 
ment of  blind  gratitude,  but  that  irresistible  im- 
pulse which  always  directs  the  general  wish  to  the 
end  of  public  prosperity. 

The  nation,  indeed,  desired  it  eagerly;  but  was 
diverted  from  it  by  the  dangerous  collisions  of  opi- 
nions. The  form  of  the  government  had  no  ctm 
sistcncy;  it  was  threatened  alike  to  be  made  the 
despotism  of  those  who  struggled  against  her  inde- 
pendence, and  to  be  annihilated  by  her  most  en- 
thusiastic protectors.  Our  country  was  at  one  title 
exposed  to  dr?nch  with  her  blood  the  steps  of  a 
throne  that  a  foreign  prince  might  mount  it,  and 
at  another  to  be  torn  in  pieces  by  factions  of  her 
own  sons.  Meanwhile  a  mortal  paralysis  began  to 
pixjvail,  that  stopped  the  supplies  of  the  national 
rfeasui-y,  enervated  the  army,  benumbed  the  go- 
vernment, impaired  the  vigor  of  the  empire,  and 
prepared  us  to  be  the  easy  prey  of  foreign  invasion, 
of  secret  machination,  or  of  intestine  discord.  Eve- 
ry thing,  in  fine,  betrayed  certain  symptons  of  that 
same  anarchy  into  which  the  Mexican  nation  was 
about  to  plunge,  when  the  imperial  army  proclaim- 
ed her  independence  at  Iguala. 

And  was  the  nation  not  to  exert  freely  her  will 
in  such  a  crisis?  Was  not  the  hand  which  was 
adequate  to  save  her  in  her  preceding  ominous  si- 
tliation,  laid  under  an  obligation,  in  consistency, 
ever  afterwards  to  protect  and  save  her?  Yes, 
adored  country,  that  same  hand,  with  the  single 
aim  of  your  preservation,  will  sway  the  sceptre 
which  you  have  confided  to  it!  In  the  same  spirit 
and  measure  that  he  sought  honestly  to  decline  it 
as  a  reward  for  past  services,  will  he  labor  to  sus- 
tainthe  weight  which  is  added  to  it  by  the  very  one- 
rous circumstances  under  which  it  is  received. — 
That  which  could  not  be  conceded,  without  re- 
proach to  your  mere  gratitude,  cannot,  blamelessly, 
jje  denied  to  your  service,  to  your  benefit,  to  your 
authority. 

You  have  before  you,  my  fellow  citizens,  the  real 
impressions  of  your  obliged  compatriot.  Heaven 
is  a  witness  to  them,  that  has  deigned,  so  visibly, 
always  to  countenance  his  sincere  aims.  He  attests 
Heaven,  in  proof  of  those  which  have  determined 
him  to  accept  the  crov/n.  You  are  also  aware  of 
our  deplorable  situation  and  the  necessity  of  es- 
caping from  it  by  whatever  course.  Full  of  virtue 
and  moderation,  you  huve  chosen  to  pursue  the 
dictates  of  gratitude,  and  to  exercise  the  right  in- 
herent in  every  free  nation,  to  establish  the  form 
of  her  governmeiBtj  and  to  nominate  her  chiefs. 


The  national  will  is  respected;  and  he,  in  whose 
favor  it  is  pronounced,  cannot  take  umbrage  at  the 
dissent  remarked  in  some  persons  before  the  for- 
mal act  which  elevated  him  to  the  rank  of  first 
citizen  and  chief  of  the  nation.  Much  less  can  those 
be  objects  of  his  dislike  and  resentment,  who,  for 
their  dear  country,  will  discover  in  him  who  is 
charged  with  the  common  welfltre,  only  the  ten- 
derness of  a  fellow  citizen  and  a  friend — in  the  ha- 
bit of  obedience  from  his  earliest  years,  he  has  had 
lessons  of  command  unknown  to  those  who  acquire 
power  by  hereditary  title:  unaccustomed  to  preju- 
dice, vanity  and  adulation,  he  can  feel  and  acknow- 
ledge the  supremacy  of  the^l^w,  and  be  penetrated 
with  the  certain  truth  that  the  love  of  the  people 
is  the  felicity  of  the  prince,  and  the  kindness  of 
the  prince  the  felicity  of  the  people. 

Oh!  let  this  be  the  glorious  foundation  of  your 
choice!  And  since,  fellow  citizens,  you  under- 
stand the  motives  which  prompted  the  acceptance 
of  your  favor,  at  so  great  a  sacrifice  of  inclination, 
CO  operate  with  me  to  the  end  that  the  imperial 
authority  may  be  constantly  directed  to  the  pub- 
lic weal;  to  the  repulse  of  all  dangers  which  may 
threaten  it,  and  to  the  aggrandizement  of  the  em- 
pire: Above  all,  be  persuaded  of  the  very  tender 
affection  and  cordiality  with  which  the  wishes  of  the 
nation  are  gratified  by  AUjGUSTIN. 


Philadelphia  Water  Works. 

A  writer  in  the  National  G.azette,  gives  the  foK 
lowing  interesting  particulars  of  the  new  works 
erected  at  Fair  Mount,  for  supplying  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  with  water. 

The  design  of  the  new  v/ater  works  is  to  supply 
the  city  and  the  adjoining  districts  with  water,  by 
means  of  a  water  power,  gained  by  the  erection  of 
a  dam  across  the  river  Schuylkill.  The  city  has 
been  liitherto  supplied,  imperfectly  and  expensive- 
ly,  by  steam  engines.  All  the  details  of  tlie  water, 
ing  system  of  Philadelphia,  have,  it  is  known,  been 
long  managed  by  eight  gentlemen,  forming  a  joint 
committee  of  the  two  councils,  and  called  the  wa- 
tering committee:  and  it  was  in  the  autumn  of  1818 
that  this  committeefirst  suggested  the  substitution 
of  water  power  for  steam,  and  led  the  way  to  the 
present  magnificent  result.  On  the  19th  April,  1819, 
the  work  was  begun;  it  is  nov/  in  successful  opera, 
tion;  and,  with  as  much  brevity  as  possible,  I  will 
give  a  sketch  of  the  labor  by  which  this  result  vyas 
prepared.  It  is  only  in  tliis  way,  that  persons  who 
iiave  not  inspected  the  work,  can  estimate  correctly 
its  magnitude. 

The  whole  water  of  the  river  Schuylkill  is  made 
to  discharge  itself  at  about  a  mile  from  the  city, 
over  a  dam  twelve  hundred  and  four  feet  long. 
This,  however,  forms  only  part  of  the  original 
breadth  of  the  river.  The  rest  of  it  is  now  occu- 
pied by  a  mound  dam,  projecting  from  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  where  the  mill  works  are  erected, 
274  feet  6  inches  in  length,  12  feet  in  height  above 
the  overfall,  150  feet  broad  at  its  base,  and  con- 
tracting to  a  breadth  of  12  feet  on  the  top.  The  head 
pier,  between  the  mound  dam  and  the  overfall,  is 
sunk  in  34  feet  water  at  high  tide.  From  the  mound 
dam  to  the  western  shore,  where  the  locks  for  the 
navigation  of  the  river  are  erected,  the  bottom  is 
a  bed  of  rock,  on  which  the  overfall  part  of  the 
dam  is  built.  This  part  of  the  dam  is  made  with 
cribs  of  timljer,  bolted  and  dove-tailed  together,  50 
feet  in  breadth  up  and  down  the  stream;  and  from 
17  to  18  feet  across,  filled  with  stone,  and  fastened 
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securely  to  each  other.     They  are  also  pbnked  on  I  and  men,  by  diseases  and  casualties.    She  has  some 


money  onboard,  chiefly  for  merchants  at  Baltimore. 

The  J^'orth  Carolina  74,  in  company  with  the  ship 
Cyane  and  corvette  John  Adams,  arrived  at  Norfolk, 
from  the  Delaware,  last  week.  The  new  ship,  by 
the  trial  made,  is  thought  to  be  a  very  superior 
sailer,  and,  in  every  respect,  is  an  elegant  ship. 

The  brig  Spark,  capt.  Elton,  arrived  at  Norfolk 
oTi  the  25th  ult.  from  a  cruise,  last  from  Havana- 
all  well. 

J\'ative  alum  has  been  found  on  the  banks  of  the 
great  Au  Sable  river,  New-York — but  the  extent  of 
the  vein  is  not  ascertained.  Almost  any  quantity 
of  this  article  may  be  furnished  by  the  works  near 
Baltimore,  which  have  been  in  operation  several 
years. 

^Imerican  -wine.  Major  Adlum,  a  valuable  citizen 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  cultivates  the  vine  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  supply  a  considerable  quantity 
of  good  wine  for  sale  in  the  stores. 

Complimentari'.  The  society  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  arts,  manufactures  and  commerce,  held  a 
meeting  at  Drury  Lane  theatre  on  the  29th  of  May, 
for  the  presentation  of  rewards  adjudged  by  the 
society.  A  numerrus  and  fashionable  company  at- 
tended to  witness  the  ceremony.  The  Courier,  in 
its  notice  of  this  meeting,  says  that,  among  the  re- 
wards which  seemed  most  to  engage  the  attention 
of  the  ladies.,  was  "the  large  silver  meda',  and  twen- 
ty guineas,  to  Mrs.  Wells,  Connecticut,  United 
States,  for  a  new  material  for  fine  plat,  in  imitation 
of  Leghorn." 

The  Upper  Missinaippl.  The  Indians  have  made 
some  objections  to  a  working  of  the  lead  mines 
at  La  Feivre,  but  had  yielded  them  up.  The  quan- 
tity and  quality  of  the  mineral  is  equal  to  the  high- 
est expectations  that  were  formed  of  it. 

A  destructive  war  exists  among  the  Sauks  and 
wards  of  a  million  of  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours.  !  Foxes,  and  the  Siou.x,  of  the  interior.     The  former 
The  dam  is  six  feet  "six  inches  high,  at  high  tide,  i  had  taken  the  held  with  600  men— there  had  been 
and  the  tide  rises  six  feet.     The  quantity  of  water  |  a  battle,  and  the  latter  appear  to  have  been  defeat- 


the  upper  side  and  on  the  top;  and  immediately 
above  the  dam,  large  quaiititities  of  stone,  quarry 
spalls  and  earth,  are  tlirown  in  to  tighten  and  se- 
cure it. 

The  head  race  and  mill  sites  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  river,  were  excavated  from  a  solid  rock,  419 
feet  in  length,  140  feet  wide,  and,  in  its  greatest 
height  or  depth,  60  feet,  and  at  its  least  16.  The 
mere  gunpowder  used  for  blasting,  cost,  at  its  l.ow 
price  since  the  war,  upw.irds  of  12,000  dollars. 

The  head  arches  which  connect  the  mound  dam 
with  the  rock  of  Fair  Mount,  allow  passages  into 
the  head  race  of  59  feet  in  breadtii,  which,  multi- 
plied  by  six  feet,  the  depth  to  which  the  race  is 
excavated  below  the  overfall,  allows  the  continued 
passage  of  a  section  of  o54  square  feet  of  water 
into  the  race.  If  to  these  arches  be  added  the 
breadth  of  tlieir  piers  and  abutments,  and  the 
breadth  of  the  head  pier,  Stc.  of  the  lock  on  the 
opposite  side,  it  will  give  a  total  length  of  dam,  &c. 
from  shore  to  shore,  of  more  than  1,600  feet. 

The  mill  buildings  are  calculated  for  eight  wheels 
and  pumps,  of  which  one  is  now  complete  and  in 
operation,  and  two  more  will  be  immediately  com- 
pleted.  The  pumps  are  sixteen  inches  in  diame- 
ter, with  a  stroke  of  four  feet  six  inches,  or  six  feet 
at  pleasure.  Each  pump  has  a  separate  iron  main, 
through  which  the  water  is  driven  into  a  reservoir 
on  the  top  of  a  hill,  nearly  100  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  river.  The  mains  are  all  sixteen  inches  in 
diameter,  and  the  length  of  the  shortest  is  274  feet. 
The  wheel  now  in  operation  is  fifteen  feet  in  diame- 
ter, and  fifteen  feet  long,  with  astroke  of  four  feet 
six  inches;  makes  eleven  revolutions  in  a  minute, 
discharging  the  entire  contents  of  the  pump  twenty 
two  times  a  minute.  The  second  and  third  wheels 
are  to  be  of  the  same  length  with  the  first,  and  six- 
teen feet  in  diameter.     Each  wheel  will  raise  up- 


running  over  the  dam,  in  common  times,  is  comput- 
ed at  420  millions  of  gallons  in  24  hours.  From 
these  data,  the  extent  of  the  power  may  be  de- 
duced. 

The  cost  of  the  right  of  water  power  was  150,000 
dollars;  and  that  of  t!ie  dnms,  locks,  canal,  mills, 
machinery,  he.  is  estimated  at  235,000;  making  a 
total  of  385,000  dollars. 

The  quantity  of  water  supplied  by  the  whole 
machinery,  when  completed,  will  be  from  eight  to 
ten  millions  of  gallons  in  24  hours.  'I'he  three 
pumps  to  be  finished  the  present  season,  will,  alone, 
give  upwards  of  three  hnillions;  more  than  double 
the  (juantity  heretofore  supplied  by  the  two  steam 


ed;  as  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  brought  in  the  scalps  of 
20  men,  and  14  children  as  prisoners,  with  the  loss 
of  two  men  killed  and  5  or  6  wounded. 

An  Alabama  paper  says — We  learn  that  the  Bi^ 
Warrior,  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  has  forbid- 
den the  missionaries  in  the  nation  to  preach;  but 
allows  them  to  keep  schools  for  the  instruction  of 
his  youthful  subjects  in  the  various  branches  of 
useful  learning. 

Sea-serpent.  An  account  of  the  re-appearance 
of  a  sea-serpent  off  Nashant  is  inserted  in  the  Bos- 
ton papers,  with  a  great  deal  of  confidence;  saying 
that  the  "periodical  return"  of  this  monster  of  the 
deep  is  now  ascertained.     He  seemed  to  be  about 


engines;  and,  after  allowing  for  the  interest  of  the  i  70  feet  long,  and  to  have  raised  his  head  7  or  8  feet 
capital  expended,  and  the  charges  of  superinten-    out  of  the  water. 


dance  hereafter,  the  cost  of  the  larger  quantity 
will  i.ot  equal  that  of  the  smaller.  The  complete 
establishment  will  supply  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
wilh  excellent  water,  in  a  more  profuse  and  luxu- 
rious degree,  than,  perhaps,  any  city  in  the  world. 


CIIROiNlCLE. 


The  frigate  Constellation,  capt.  Ridgely,  has  ar- 
rived at  New  York,  from  the  Pacific — all  well. — 
Left  Valparaiso  on  the  7th  of  May  and  stopped  at 
Rio  Janeiro  and  St  Pierre's.  The  Franklin  was  at 
Valp.iraiso — the  schooner  Dolphin  had  just  sailed 
for  the  coast  of  Peru.  During  her  cruise  of  two 
',  ears  and  five  months,  this  vessel  has  lost  IS  officers 


A  snake!  The  "Patriot,"  published  at  Spring- 
field, .Mass.  says — The  following  singular  occur- 
rence was  communicated  to  us  by  a  gentleman 
in  Greenwich,  which  he  says  may  be  relied  on  as 
a  fact: — Eleanor  Smith,  of  Hardwick,  fifteen  years 
of  age,  on  the  10th  inst.  puked  up  a  live  green  snake, 
nine  or  ten  inches  in  length,  which  she  had  proba. 
bly  taken  in  three  years  since,  while  drinking  at  a 
brook.  Our  informant  adds,  that  during  that  time 
she  had  been  confined  to  her  bed,  and  had  become 
much  emaciated.  To  sit  or  stand  put  her  in  the 
greatest  pain,  as  would  the  smell  or  taste  of  meat. 
The  snake  was  perfectly  lively,  running  about  the 
house,  up  on  to  chairs,  tables,  &c.  She  is  now 
free  from  pain,  and  is  apparently  on  the  recoverv. 
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Longevity.  Joshua  Brooks  lately  died  in  New- 
York,  whose  age  was  supposed  to  be  120,  and  a 
Mr.  Hoffman,  in  Massachusetts,  who  was  103  years 
old.  If  Franklin  were  alive,  he  might  even  still 
say,  that  the  children  of  some  of  the  early  settlers 
are  not  yet  dead! 

The  Portland  Gazette  mentions  the  case  of  John 
Picket  and  Itis  wife,  living  at  Capt  Elizabeth,  both 
ag(-d  about  94,  who  are  in  good  health,  and  read 
their  bible  without  the  use  of  glasses.  It  is  now 
seventy  five  years  since  their  marriage;  a  period  of 
conjug.'il  union  that  has  very  few  parallels. 

A  lady,  who  is  105  years  old,  lately  attended  the 
funeral  of  her  daughter,  aged  68,  at  Portland,  Me. 

Within  five  miles  of  a  place  called  "the  Oak,"  in 
Talbot  county,  Maryland— a  thinly  populated  dis 
trict,  and  one  half  of  the  part  designated  covered 
with  the  tributary  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  there 
are  now  living  thirty  persons,  (whose  names  are 
given),  of  70  years  old  and  upwards — one  of  whom 
is  98,  another  86,  a  third  84,  &c. 

Man  of  War's  tackle.  The  sails  and  cordage  of 
a  first  rate  man  of  war,  require  180,000  lbs.  of  rough 
hemp  for  their  construction;  and  it  is  said  to  average 
five  acres  of  land  to  produce  a  ton  of  hemp.  I'hus 
one  of  these  most  monstrous  towers  of  human  inge- 
nuity, consumes  a  produce  of  424  acres  of  land  to 
furnish  its  necessary  tackle. 

Singular  petrifaction.  The  following  case  has 
been  published  in  a  paper  printed  at  Eaton,  Ohio, 
and  has  every  appearance  of  being  a  true  repre 
sentation — the  same  fact,  we  appre'.end,  has  been 
before  alluded  to  in  several  letters  and  accounts 
from  the  west:  "An  elderly  gentleman,  who  lately 
died  in  Fayette  county,  state  of  Kentucky,  previ- 
ous to  his  death  requested  that  his  daughter's  re- 
mains should  be  disinterred  and  deposited  by  the 
side  of  his  own.  His  daughter  had  been  buried 
about  eleven  years,  in  the  county  of  Bourbon,  Ky. 
AftPr  his  decease,  the  old  gentleman's  request  was 
complied  with.  To  the  great  surprise  and  astonish- 
ment of  those  engaged  in  raising  the  daughter's  re- 
mains, her  body  was  found  to  be  entire,  andofitsfull 
size.  On  a  minute  examination,  it  was  discovered 
to  be  perfectly  petrified— its  specific  gravity  was 
about  the  same  as  that  of  common  limestone.  Her 
countenance  had  undergone  so  small  an  alteration 
that  her  husband,  it  is  said,  on  beholding  her,  faint- 
ed away." 

JVashville,  (Ten.)  .Tune  29.  It  is,  perhaps,  wor- 
thy  of  remark,  as  having  a  tendency  to  shed  some 
light  on  the  antiquities  of  this  state,  that  the  man- 
tle of  feathers  in  which  two  human  bodies  were 
some  years  since  found  enveloped,  in  the  county 
of  Warren,  were  not  dissimilar  to  those  alluded  to 
in  the  letter  of  Cortez  to  the  king  of  Spain,  in  the 
conquest  of  Mexico: — 

"Montezuma,"  says  Cortez,  "likewise  establish- 
ed two  plantations  or  settlements,  in  one  of  which 
a  pond  was  constructed,  capable  of  supporting  five 
^hundred  ducks,  whose/eatAcr*  the  Mexicans  employ 
in  clotldng." 

This  fact  is  worth  a  thousand  visionary  theories 
respecting  the  antiquity  of  these  remains,  and  the 
nation  of  people  to  which  we  are  indc-bted  for 
them. 

Vincennes,  (Ind.)  July  6.  In  the  case  of  the  state 
of  Ir.diana  against  the  State  bank,  on  a  writ  o^ quo 
•ionrranlo,  which  came  on  for  trial  in  this  court  dur- 
ing its  late  sitting,  the  jury  found  a  verdict  of 
guilty,  on  many  serioua  charges  alleged  by  the  coun- 
sel in  behalf  of  the  state — and  on  yesterday,  the 
court  ])ronounced  judgment  of  forfeiture  of  the 
charier  of  the  institution.     Good! 


Internal  Improvement. 

Letters  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
subject  of  internal  improvements,  transmitted  to  the 
house  of  representatives,  -with  his  objections  to  the 
bill  for  the  "preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumber, 
land  road,"  May  4,  1 822. 

To  the  house  of  representatives:  ' 

Having  duly  considered  the  bill,  entitled  "an  act 
for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumbrrrland 
road,"  it  is  with  deep  regret,  approving,  as  I  do,  the 
policy,  that  lam  compelled  to  object  to  its  passage, 
and  to  return  the  bill  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, in  which  it  originated,  under  a  conviction 
that  congress  do  not  possess  the  power,  under  the 
constitution,  to  pass  such  a  law. 

A  power  to  establish  turnpikes  with  gates  and 
tolls,  and  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  tolls  by 
penalties,  implies  a  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a 
complete  system  of  internal  improvement.  A  ri£,-ht 
to  impose  dTities  to  be  paid  by  all  persons  passing  a 
certain  road,  and  on  horses  and  carriages,  as  is  done 
by  tliis  bill,  involves  the  right  to  take  the  land  from 
the  proprietor,  on  a  valuation,  and  to  pass  laws  for 
the  protection  of  the  road  from  injuries, and  if  it  exist 
as  to  one  road,  it  exists  as  to  any  other,  and  to  as  ma- 
ny roads  as  congress  may  think  proper  to  establish. 
A  right  to  legislate  for  one  of  these  purposes,  is  a 
right  to  legislate  for  the  others.  It  is  a  complete 
right  of  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  for  all  the 
purposes  of  internal  improvement,  and  not  :  erely 
the  right  of  applyin|!^  money,  under  the  power 
vested  in  congress  to  mak?  appropriations,  under 
which  power,  with  theconsent  of  the  states  through 
which  this  road  pass""!,  the  work  wrs  originally 
commenced,  and  has  been  so  far  executed  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  congress  do  not  possess  thi?  pow» 
erj  that  the  states,  individually,  cannot  grant  it: 
for,  although  they  may  assent  to  the  appropriation 
of  money  within  their  limits  for  such  purposes,  they 
can  grant  no  power  of  jurisdiction  or  sovereignty, 
by  special  compacts  with  the  United  States.  This 
power  can  be  granted  only  by  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution,  and  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  it. 

If  the  power  exist,  it  must  be  either  because  it 
has  been  specifically  granted  to  the  United  States, 
or  that  it  is  incidental  to  some  power  which  has 
been  specifically  granted.  If  we  examine  the  spe- 
cific grants  of  power,  we  do  not  find  it  among  thf^m; 
nor  is  it  incidental  to  any  power  which  has  been 
specifically  granted. 

It  has  never  been  contended  that  the  power  was' 
specifically  granted.  It  is  claimed  only  as  being 
incidental  to  some  one  or  more  of  the  powers  which 
are  specifically  granted.  The  following  are  the 
powers  from  which  it  is  said  to  be  derived: 

1st.  From  the  right  to  establish  post  offices  and 
post  roads.  2d.  From  the  right  to  declare  war. 
3d.  To  regulate  commerce.  4th.  To  pay  the 
debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare.  5th.  From  the  pov/er  to  make 
all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution  all  the  powers  vested  by  the  constitution 
in  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
department  or  officer  thereof.  6th,  and  lastly. 
From  the  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  need- 
ful rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory 
and  other  property  of  the  United  States.  Accord- 
ing to  my  judgment,  it  cannot  be  derived  from 
either  of  those  powers,  nor  from  all  of  them  united^ 
and,  in  consequence,  it  does  not  exist. 

Having  staterl  my  objections  to  the  bill,  I  should 
now  cheerfully  communicate,  at  large,  the  feasoiis 
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on  which  they  are  founded,  if  I  had  time  to  rt- 
duce  them  to  such  form  as  to  include  them  in  this 
paper.     Tl»e  advanced  stage  of  the  session  render- 
that  impossible.     Having,  at  the  commencement  o' 
my  service  in  this  liigh  trust,  considered  it  a  duty  to 
express  the  opinion,  that  the  U.  S'ates  do  not  pos 
sess  the  power  in  question,  and  to  suggest,  for  th'- 
consideration  of  congress,  the  propriety  of  recom 
mending  to  tlie  states  an  amendment  totlie  consti 
tut,  to  vest  the  powrr  in  the  United  States,  my  Ht 
tention  has  been  often  drawn  to  the  subject  since, 
inconsequence  whereof  I  have  occasionally  com 
mitted  my  sentiments  to  paper  respecting  it.     The 
form  which  this  exposition  has  assumed  is  not  such 
as  I  should  have  given  it  had  it  been  intended  for 
congress,  nor  is  it  concluded.     Nevertheless,  as  it 
contains  my  views  on  this  subject;  being  one  which 
I  deem  of  very  high  importance,  and  wliich,  ;n 
many  of  its  bearings,  has  now  become  peculiarly 
urgent,  I  will  communicate  it  to  congress,  if  in  my 
power,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  or  certainly  on 
Monday  m  xt.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Waslungto7i,  May  ith,  1822. 


To  the  house  of  representatives  : 

I  transmit  the  puper,  alluded  to  in  the  message 
of  this  day,  on  the  subject  of  internal   improve 
ments.  JAMES  MONROE. 

IVashinston,  JSlay  4,  1822. 

Vieivs  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  internal  improvements. 

It  may  be  presumed  that  the  propositions  relat- 
ing to  internal  improvements,  by  roads  and  canals, 
which  has  been  several  times  before  congress,  will 
be  taken  into  consideration  again;  either  for  the 
puipose  of  recommending  to  the  states  the  adop 
tion  of  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  to  vest 
the  necessary  power  in  the  general  government,  or 
to  carry  the  system  into  effect,  on  the  principle 
that  the  power  has  already  been  granted.  It  seems 
to  be  the  prevailing  opinion,  that  great  advantage 
would  be  derived  from  the  exercise  of  such  a  pow- 
er by  congress.  Respecting  the  right  there  is 
much  diversity  of  s'^'Otiment.  It  is  of  the  highest 
importance  that  this  question  should  be  settled. 
If  the  rigit  exist,  it  ought,  forthwith,  to  be  exer 
cised.  If  does  not  exist,  surely  those  who  are 
friends  to  the  power  otigiit  to  unite  in  recommend- 
ing an  amendment  to  the  constitution  to  obtain  it. 
I  propose  to  examine  this  question. 

The  inquiry  confined  to  its  proper  objects,  and 
v.ithin  the  most  limited  scale,  is  extensive.  Our 
government  is  unidcc  other  governments,  both  in 
its  origin  and  form.  In  analysing  it,  the  differences, 
in  certain  respects,  between  it  and  those  of  other 
nations,  ancient  and  modern,  necessarily  come  into 
view.  I  propose  to  notice  these  differences,  so  far 
as  they  are  connected  with  the  object  of  inquiry, 
and  the  consequences  likely  to  result  from  them, 
varying,  in  equal  degree,  from  those  which  have 
Attended  other  governments.  The  digression,  if 
it  may  be  so  called,  wdl,  in  every  instance,  be  short, 
and  the  transition  to  the  main  object  immediate 
and  direct. 

To  do  justice  to  the  subject,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  mount  to  the  source  of  power  in  these  states, 
and  to  pursue  this  power  in  its  gradations  and 
distribution  among  the  several  departments  in 
which  it  is  now  vested.  The  great  division  is  be- 
tween the  state  governments  and  the  general  go- 
v'rnmen*.     If  there  was  i\  perfect  acr-nrd,  in  pvery 


instance,  as  to  the  precise  extent  of  the  powers 
granted  to  the  general  government,   we  should 
then  know,  with  equal  certainty,  what  were  the 
powers  which  remained  to  the  state  governmentsf; 
since  it  would  follow,  that  those  which  were  not 
granted  to  the  one  would  remain  to  the  other. 
But  it  is  on  this  point,  and  particularly  respectmg 
the  construction  of  these   powers,  and  their  inci- 
dents,  that   a    difference    of  opinion   exists;  and 
iience  it  is  necesssary  to  trace,  distinctly,  the  ori- 
gm  of  each  government;  the  purposes  intended  by 
it;  and  the   means  adopted  to  accomplish  them. 
By  having  the  interior  of  both  governments  fully 
before  us,  we  shall  have  all  the  means  which  can 
be  afforded  to  enable  us  to  form  a  correct  opinion 
of  the  endowments  of  ench. 

Before  the  revolution,  the  present  states,  then 
colonies,  were  separate  communities,  unconnected 
with  each  other,  except  in  their  common  relation 
to  the  crown.     Their  governments  w.re  instituted 
by  grants  from  the  crown;  which  operated,  accord- 
ing to  the  conditions  of  each  grant,  in  the  nature 
of  a  compact  betwet  n  the  settlers  in  each  colonj' 
and  the  crown.     All   power  not   retained  in  the 
crown  was   vested,  exclusively,  in  the    colonies; 
each  having  a  government,  consisting  of  an  exe- 
cutive, a  judiciary  and  a  legislative  assembl)',  one 
branch  of  which  was,  in  every  instance,  elected  by 
the  people.     No  oflicewas  hereditary,  nor  did  any 
title  under  the  crown  give  rank  or  oftice  in  any  of 
the  colonies.     In  lesisting  the  encroachments  of 
the  parent  country,  and  abrogating  the  power  of 
the  crown,  the  authority  which  had  been  held  by 
it,  vested,  exclusively,  in  the  people  of  the  colo- 
nies.     By  them  was  a  congress  appointed,  com- 
posed of  delegates  from  each  colony  who  managed 
the  war,  declared  independence,  treated  with  fo- 
reign powers,  and  acted,  in  all  things,  according^ 
to  the  sense  of  their  constituents.     Vhe  deciara- 
tion  of  independence  confirmed  in  form  what  had 
before  existed  in  substance.     It  announced  to  the 
world  new  states,  possessing  and  exercising  com- 
plete sovereignty,  which  they  were  resolved  to 
maintain.     They  were  soon  after  recognized  by 
France  and  other  powers;  and,  finally,    by  Great 
Britain  herself,  in  1783. 

Soon  after  the  power  of  the  crown  was  annulled, 
the  people  of  each  colony  establisn.ed  a  constitu- 
tion or  frame  of  government  for  themselves;  in 
which  three  separate  branches, a  legislative,  execu, 
tive,  and  judiciary,  were  instituted,  each  indepen- 
dent  of  the  others.  To  these  branches,  each  hav- 
ing its  appropriate  portion,  the  whole  power  of  the 
people,  not  delegated  to  congress,  was  communi- 
cated; to  be  exercised  for  their  advantage,  on  the 
representative  principle,  by  persons  of  their  ap- 
pointment, or  otherwise  deriving  their  authority 
immediately  from  them,  and  holding  their  offices 
for  stated  terms.  AH  the  powers  necessary  for 
useful  purposes,  held  by  any  of  the  strongest  go- 
vernments of  the  old  world,  not  vested  in  con- 
gress, were  imparted  to  these  state  governments, 
without  other  checks  than  such  as  are  necessary 
to  prevent  abuse,  in  the  form  of  fundamental  de- 
clarations, or  bills  of  right.  The  great  difference 
between  our  governments  and  those  of  the  old 
world,  consists  in  this,  that  the  former,  being  re- 
presentative, the  persons  who  exercise  their  pow- 
ers do  it,  not  for  themselves,  or  in  their  own  right, 
but  for  the  people;  and,  therefore,  while  they  are 
in  the  highest  degree  eflif.ient,  they  can  never  be- 
come oppressive.  It  is  this  transfer  of  the  power 
of  the  people  to  representative  and  responsible 
bodies,  in  every  branch,  which  constitutes  the  great 
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improvement  in  the  science  of  government,  and 
forms  the  boast  of  our  svstem.  It  combines  all 
the  advantage*  of  every  known  government,  with- 
out any  of  their  disadvantages.  It  retains  the 
sovereignty  in  tlie  people,  while  it  avoids  the  tu- 
mult and  disorder  incident  to  the  exercise  of  that 
power  by  the  people  themsplves.  It  possesses  all 
the  energy  and  efficiency  of  the  most  despotic  go- 
vernments,  while  it  avoids  all  the  oppressions  and 
abuses  inseparable  from  those  governments. 

In  every  stage  of  the  conflict,  from  its  com- 
mencement, until  March,  1781,  the  powers  of  con- 
gress were  undefined,  but  of  vast  extent.  The 
assemblies,  or  conventions,  of  the  several  colonies, 
being  formed  by  representatives  from  every  county 
in  each  colony,  and  the  congress  by  delegates 
from  each  colonial  assembly,  the  powers  of  the 
latter,  for  general  purposes,  resembled  those  of  the 
former,  for  local.  They  rested  on  the  same  basis, 
the  people,  and  were  complete  for  all  the  pur- 
poses contemplated.  Never  was  a  movement  so 
spontaneous, so  patriotic,  so  efficient.  The  nation 
exerted  its  whole  faculties  in  support  of  its  rights 
and  of  its  independence,  after  the  contest  took 
that  direction,  and  it  succeeded.  It  was.  however, 
foreseen,  at  a  very  early  stage,  that,  although  the 
patriotism  of  the  country  might  be  relied  on  in 
the  struggle  for  its  independence,  a  well  digest 
ed  compact  would  be  necessary  to  preserve  it,  af- 
ter obtained.  A  plan  of  confederation,  was.  in  con- 
sequence, proposed  and  taken  into  consideration 
by  congress,  even  at  the  moment  when  the  other 
jreat  act  which  severed  them  from  Great  Britain, 
and  declared  their  independence,  was  proclaimed 
to  the  world.  This  compact  was  ratified  on  the 
21st  March,  1781,  by  the  last  state,  and  thereupon 
carried  into  immediate  effect. 

The  following  powers  were  vested  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  by  the  articles  of  confederation.  As 
this,  the  first  bond  of  union,  was  in  operation 
nearly  eight  years,  during  which  time  a  practical 
construction  was  given  to  many  of  its  powers,  all 
of  which  were  adopted  in  the  constitution,  with 
important  additions,  it  is  thought  that  a  correct 
view  of  those  powers,  and  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  executed,  may  shed  light  on  the  subject 
under  consideration.  It  may  fairly  be  presumed, 
that  where  certain  powers  were  transferred  from 
one  instrument  to  the  other,  and  in  the  same  terms, 
or  terms  descriptive  only  of  the  same  powers,  that 
it  was  intended  that  they  should  be  construed  in 
the  same  sense  in  the  latter,  that  they  were  in  the 
former. 

Article  1  declares  that  the  style  of  the  confede- 
racy shall  be.  The  United  States  of  America. 

Art.  2.  Each  state  retains  its  sovereignty,  free- 
dom and  independence,  and  every  power  and 
right  which  is  not  expressly  delegated  to  the  U. 
States. 

Art.  3.  The  states  severally  enter  into  a  firm 
league  of  friendship  with  each  other,  for  their  com- 
mon defence,  the  security  of  their  liberties,  and 
their  mutual  and  general  welfare,  binding  them- 
selves to  assist  each  other  against  all  force  offered 
to,  or  attacks  made  upon  them,  on  account  of  re- 
ligion, sovercu;nty,  trade,  ?<.c.. 

Art.  4.  The  free  inhabitants  of  each  state,  pau- 
pers, \'3gabondR,  and  fugitives  from  justice,  ex- 
cepted, shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  free  citizens  in  the  several  spates, 
&c.  Fugitives  from  justice  into  any  of  the  states, 
shall  be  delivered  up  on  the  demand  of  the  execu- 
tive of  the  state  from  which  they  fled.     Full  faith 


and  credit  shall  be  given,  in  each  state,  to  the  re» 
cords  and  acts  of  every  other  state. 

Art.  5.  Delegates  sliall  be  annually  appointed, 
by  the  legislature  of  each  state,  to  meet  in  con- 
gress on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  with  a 
power  to  recal,  &c.  No  state  shall  appoint  less 
than  two,  nor  more  than  seven,  nor  shall  any  dele- 
gate hold  his  office  for  more  than  three  in  sixyears. 
Each  state  shall  maintain  its  own  delegates.  Each 
state  shall  have  one  vote.  Freedom  of  speech 
shall  not  be  impeached,  and  the  members  shall  be 
protected  from  arrests,  except  for  treason,  Stc. 

Art.  6.  No  state  shall  send  or  receive  an  em- 
bassy, or  enter  into  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  power. 
Nor  shall  any  person,  holding  any  office  of  profit 
or  trust  under  the  United  States,  or  any  state,  ac- 
cept any  present,  emolument,  office,  or  title,  from 
a  foreign  power.  Nor  shall  the  United  States,  or 
any  state,  grant  any  title  of  nobility.  No  two  stales 
shall  enter  into  any  treaty  without  the  consent  of 
congress.  No  state  shall  lay  any  imposts,  or  du- 
ties, wliich  may  interfere  with  any  treaties  entered 
into  by  the  United  States.  No  state  shall  engage 
in  war,  unless  invaded  or  be  menaced  with  inva- 
sion by  some  Indian  tribe;  nor  grant  letters  of 
marque  or  reprisal,  unless  it  be  against  pirates,  nor 
keep  up  vessels  of  war,  nor  any  body  of  troops, 
in  time  of  peace,  without  the  consent  of  congrdss; 
but  every  state  shall  keep  up  a  well  regulated  mi- 
litia, &c. 

Art.  7.  When  land  forces  are  raised  by  any  state 
for  the  common  defence,  all  officers  of,  and  under, 
the  rank  of  colonel,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  le. 
gislature  of  each  state. 

Art.  8.  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  expen- 
ses which  shall  be  incurred  for  the  common  de- 
fence or  general  welfare,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of 
a  common  treasury;  which  shall  be  supplied  by  the 
several  states,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all  the 
land  in  eacli  state,  granted  to  individuals.  The  • 
taxes  for  paying  such  proportion  shall  be  levied 
by  the  several  states. 

Art.  9.  Congress  shall  have  the  sole  and  exclu- 
sive right  and  power  of  determining  on  peace  and 
war,  except  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  6th  arti- 
cle; of  sending  and  receiving  ambassadors;  enter- 
ing into  treaties  and  alliances,  except,  5cc.;  of  es- 
tablishing rules  for  deciding  what  captures  on  land 
and  water  shall  be  legal;  of  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal  in  time  of  peace;  appointing 
courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  on  the 
high  seas;  for  deciding  controversies  between  the 
states,  and  between  individuals  claiming  lands  un- 
dertwo  or  more  states,  whose  jurisdiction  has  been 
adjusted;  of  regulating  the  alloy  and  value  of  coin 
struck  by  their  authority,  and  of  foreign  coin;  fix- 
ing the  standard  of  weights  and  measures;  regulat- 
ing the  trade  with  the  Indians;  establishing  and  re- 
gulating post  offices  from  one  state  to  another,  and 
throughout  all  the  state,  and  exacting  such  post- 
age as  may  be  requisite  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  office;  of  appointing  all  officers  of  the  land 
forces,  except  regimental;  appointing  all  the  offi- 
cers of  the  naval  forces;  to  ascertain  the  necessary 
sums  of  money  to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  appropriate  the  same;  to  borrow 
money,  and  emit  bills  of  credit;  to  build  and  equip 
a  navy;  to  agree  on  the  number  of  land  forces,  and 
to  make  requisitions  on  each  state  for  its  quota; 
that  the  assent  of  nine  states  shall  be  requisite  to 
these  great  acts. 

Art.  10  rega!-.ites  the  po>versof  the  committee  1^ 
the  states,  to  sit  in  the  recess  of  congress* 
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Art.  11  provides  for  the  admission  ofCanadainto 
the  confederation. 

Art.  12  pledges  llie  faith  of  the  United  States 
for  the  payment  of  all  bills  of  credit  issued,  and 
money  borrowed,  on  their  account. 

Art.  13.  Every  state  shall  abide  by  the  determi- 
nation of  the  United  Stales,  on  all  questions  sub- 
mitted to  them  by  the  confederation.  The  articles 
of  the  confederation  to  be  perpetual,  and  not  to 
be  altered  without  the  consent  of  every  state. 

Tliis  bond  of  union  was  soon  found  to  be  utterly 
Incompetent  to  the  purposes  intended  by  it.  It  was 
defective  in  its  powers;  it  was  defective  also  in  the 
means  of  executing  the  powers  actually  granted  by 
it.  Being  a  league  of  sovereign  and  independent 
states,  its  acts,  like  those  of  all  other  leagues,  re- 
quired the  interposition  of  the  states  composing  it, 
to  give  them  effect  within  their  respective  juris- 
dictions. The  acts  of  congress,  without  the  aid  of 
state  laws  to  enforce  them,  were  altogether  nuga- 
tory. The  refusal  or  omission,  of  one  state,  to 
pass  such  laws,  was  urged  as  a  reason  to  Justify 
like  conduct  in  others,  and  thus  the  government 
was  soon  at  a  stand. 

The  experience  of  a  few  years  demonstrated  that 
the  confederalion  could  not  be  relied  on,  for  the 
security  of  the  blessings  which  had  been  derived 
from  the  revolution.  The  interests  of  the  nation 
required  a  more  efficient  government,  which  the 
good  sense  and  virtue  of  the  people  provided,  by 
the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  was  form- 
ed by  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the  several 
states,  who  met  in  Philadelphia,  duly  authorized 
for  the  purpose,  and  it  was  ratified  by  a  convention 
in  each  state,  which  was  especially  called  to  consi- 
der and  decide  on  the  same.  In  this  progress  the 
Etale  governments  were  never  suspended  in  theii  j 
i'unctions.  On  the  contrary,  they  took  the  lead  in 
it.  Conscious  of  their  incompetency  to  secure  to 
the  union  tiie  blessings  of  the  revolution,  they  pro- 
moted the  diminution  of  their  own  powers,  and  the 
enlargement  of  those  of  the  general  government 
in  the  way  in  which  they  might  be  most  adequate 
and  efiicient.  It  is  believed  that  no  other  example 
can  be  found  of  a  government  exerting  its  influ- 
ence to  lessen  its  own  powers;  of  a  policy  so  enligh- 
tened; of  a  patriotism  so  pure  and  disinterested. 
The  credit,  however,  is  more  especially  due.  to  the 
people  of  each  state,  in  obedience  to  whose  will, 
and  under  whose  control,  the  state  governments 
acted. 

Tiie  constitution  of  the  U.  Slates  being  ratified  by 
the  people  of  the  several  states,  became,  of  neces- 
sity, to  the  extent  of  its  powers,  tlie  paramount  au- 
thority of  the  union.  On  sound  principles  it  can 
be  viewed  in  no  otlier  light.  Tlie  people,  the 
highest  authority  known  to  our  system,  from  whom 
all  our  institutions  spring,  and  on  whom  they  de- 
pend, formed  it.  Had  the  people  of  the  several 
states  thought  proper  to  incorporate  themselves  m 
to  one  community,  under  one  government,  they 
might  have  done  it.  Thi.y  had  the  power,  and 
there  was  nothing  then,  nor  is  there  any  thing  now,  i 
should  they  be  so  disposed,  to  prevent  it.  They 
wisely  stopped,  however,  at  a  certain  point,  extend- 
ing the  incorporation  to  that  point,  niaking  the  na- 
tional government,  thus  far  a  consolidated  govern 
ment,  and  preserving  the  state  governments,  with- 
out that  limit,  perfectly  sovereign  and  independent 
of  the  national  government.  Had  the  people  of 
the  several  states  incorporated  themselves  into  one 
community,  they  must  have  remained  sucl:;  their 
constitution  bccomirg  then,  IJhe  f?'.''  c?n5*:ti'tion  if 


the  several  states,  incapable  of  change,  until  altered 
by  the  will  of  the  majority.  In  the  institution  of  a 
state  government  by  the  citizens  of  a  state,  a  com- 
pact is  formed,  to  which  all  ani  every  citizen  are 
equal  parties.  They  are  also  the  sole  parties,  and 
may  amend  it  at  pleasure.  In  the  institution  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  by  the  citizens  of 
every  state,  a  compact  was  formed  between  the 
whole  American  people,  which  has  the  same  force, 
and  partakes  of  all  the  quaUties,  to  the  extent  of 
its  powers,  as  a  compact  between  the  citizens  of  a 
state,  in  the  formation  of  their  own  constitution.^ 
It  cannot  be  altered,  except  by  those  who  formed 
it,  or  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  parties  to  the 
compact  itself. 

This  constitution  was  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
remedying  all  the  defects  of  the  confederation,  and 
in  this  it  has  succeeded,  beyond  any  calculation 
that  could  have  been  formed  of  any  human  institu- 
tion. By  binding  the  states  together,  the  constitu. 
tion  performs  the  great  office  of  the  confederation; 
but  It  is  in  that  sense  only,  that  it  has  any  of  the  pro- 
perties of  that  compict,  and  in  that  it  is  more  effec- 
tual, to  the  purpose,  as  it  hokls  them  together  by 
a  much  stronger  bond;  and  in  all  other  respects,  in 
which  the  confederatioi;  failed,  the  constitution 
has  been  blessed  with  complete  success.  The  con- 
federation was  a  compact  between  separate  and  in- 
dependent states;  the  execution  of  whose  articles, 
in  the  powers  which  operated  internally,  depended 
on  the  Slate  governments.  But  the  great  oince  of 
the  constitution  by  incorporating  the  people  of 
the  several  states,  to  the  extent  of  its  powers, 
into  one  community  and  enabling  it  to  act  di- 
rectly on  the  people,  was  to  annul  the  powers 
of  tiie  stave  governments  to  that  extent,  except 
in  cases  where  they  were  concurrent,  and  to 
preclude  their  agency  in  giving  eftcct  to  tiiosa 
of  ihe  general  government.  The  government  of 
the  United,  slates  relies  on  its  own  means  for  the 
execution  of  its  jjuwers,  as  the  state  governments 
do  f^r  the  execution  of  llieirs;  both  government* 
having  a  common  origin,  or  sovereign,  the  psople; 
the  state  governments  t'le  people  of  each  slate,  the 
national  goverrvnent  the  people  uf  every  stata,  and 
being  amc  nable  to  the  [)0\ver  which  created  it.  It 
is  by  executing  its  funciioiis  as  a  government,  thus 
originating  and  thus  acting,  that  the  constitution  of 
tlie  United  Stales  holds  the  states  tog-etaer,  and 
performs  the  othce  of  a  league.  It  is  owing  to  the 
nature  of  its  powers,  and  the  high  source  froin 
whence  they  are  derived,  tlie  people,  that  it  per- 
forms that  office  better  than  the  confederation,  or 
any  league  which  ever  exis'.eJ,  being  a  compact 
which  tlie  state  governments  did  not  fuim,  to  whicii 
they  are  not  parties,  and  which  executes  iis  owa 
powers  indepi^ndinliy  of  tliem. 

Thus  were:  two  separate  and  independent  go. 
vernments  estaoiisiied  over  our  Union,  one  for  lo- 
cal purposes,  over  each  state,  by  the  people  of  the 
state;  the  other,  for  national  purposes  over  all  the 
states,  by  the  peuij'^  u*"  the  United  Statss.  The 
whole  powe  ■  >f  tlie  pc-ipie,  on  the  represer.tative 
principii-,  is  ^. vide  J  betwion  them.  The  state  go- 
vernmtMiti  are  i '..iojjJ!. dent  of  eacii  other;  and,  t3 
the  extent  of  their  powers,  are  complete  soveieiga- 
ties.  Tiie  national  government  begins  where  the 
state  gove'-nmenls  terminate,  except  in  sonie  in- 
stances where  tiiere  ;s  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  be- 
tween them.  Tills  government  is,  also,  according 
to  the  extent  of  its  powers,  a  complete  sovereignity. 
I  speak  here,  as  repeatedly  mentioned  before,  alto- 
gether of  representative  sovereignties,  for  the  rf:d 
sovereignty  is  in  the  people  alone. 
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The  history  of  the  world  affords  no  such  exam- 
ple of  two  separate  and  independent  governments 
established  over  the  same  people;  nor  can  it  exist, 
except  in  governments  founded  on  tlie  sovereig^nty 
of  the  people.  In  monarchies,  and  other  govern- 
ments not  representative,  there  can  be  no  such  divi- 
sion of  power.  The  government  is  inherent  in  the 
possessor;  it  is  his,  and  cannot  be  taken  from  him 
v.'ithout  a  revolution.  In  such  governments,  alli- 
ances and  leagues  alone  are  practicable.  But  with 
us,  individuals  count  for  nothing  in  the  offices 
which  they  hold;  that  is,  they  have  no  right  to  them. 
They  hold  them  as  representatives,  by  appoint- 
ment from  the  people,  in  whom  the  sovereignty  is 
exclusively  vested.  It  is  impossiale  to  speafc  too 
highly  of  this  system,  taken  in  its  two  told  charac- 
ter, and  in  all  its  great  principles  of  two  govern 
ments,  completely  distinct  from,  and  independent 
oT,  each  other;  each  constitHtional,  founded  by,  and 
acting  directly  on,  the  people;  each  competent  to 
all  its  purposes,  administering  all  the  blessi  igs  for 
wliich  it  was  instituted,  without  even  the  most  re 
mote  danger  of  exercising  any  of  its  powers  in  a 
way  to  oppress  the  people.  A  s\stem  capable  of 
expansion  over  a  vast  territory,  not  only  without 
weakening  either  government,  but  enjoying  the 
peculiar  advantage  of  adding  thereby,  new  strength 
and  vigor  to  the  faculties  of  both;  possessing,  also, 
this  additional  advantage,  that,  while  the  several 
states  enjoy  all  the  rights  reserved  to  them,  of  se- 
parate and  independent  governments,  and  each  is 
secured  by  the  nature  of  the  federal  government, 
which  acts  directly  on  the  people  agamst  tlie  fail- 
ure of  the  others,  to  bare  their  equal  share  of 
the  public  burthens,  and  thereby  enjoys,  in  a 
more  perfect  degree,  all  the  advantages  of  a 
league;  it  holds  them  together  by  a  bond,  altoge- 
ther ditterent  and  much  stronger  than  the  late  con- 
federation, or  any  league  that  was  ever  known  be- 
fore; a  bond  beyond  their  control  iind  which  cannot 
even  be  amended  except  in  the  mode  prescribed 
by  it.  So  great  an  efibrt  in  favor  of  human  happi 
nesss  was  never  made  before;  but  it  became  those 
who  made  it.  Established  in  the  new  hemisphere; 
descended  from  the  same  ancestors;  speaking  the 
same  language;  having  the  same  religion  and  uni- 
versal toleration;  born  equal,  and  educated  in  the 
same  principles  of  free  government;  made  indepen« 
dent  by  a  common  struggle,  and  menaced  by  the 
same  dangers;  ties  existed  between  them,  which 
never  applied  before  to  separate  communities. — 
They  had  every  motive  to  bind  them  together, 
which  could  operate  on  the  interests  and  att'ections 
of  a  generous,  enlightened,  and  virtuous  people; 
and  it  affords  inexpressible  consolation  to  find  that 
these  motives  had  their  merited  influence. 

In  thus  tracing  our  instituiions  to  their  origin, 
and  pursuing  them  in  their  progress  and  modihca 
tions,  down  to  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  two 
important  facts  have  been  disclosed,  on  which  it 
may  not  be  improper,  in  this  stage,  to  make  a  few 
observations.  The  first  is,  that,  in  wresting  the 
power,  or  what  is  called  tlie  sovereignty,  from  the 
crown,  it  passed  directly  to  the  people.  'l"he  se 
cond,  that  it  passed  directly  to  the  people  of  each 
colony,  and  not  to  the  peeple  of  all  the  colonies,  in 
the  aggregate;  to  thirteen  distinct  communities,  and 
not  to  one.  To  these  two  facts,  each  contributing 
its  equal  proportion,  I  am  inclined  to  think  tliai 
we  are,  in  an  eminent  degree,  indebted  for  the  sue 
cess  of  Qur  revolution.  By  passing  to  the  people, 
it  vested  in  a  communitj',  every  individual  of  whicii 
had  equal  rights,  and  a  common  iiitertst.  Thuv- 
was  no  family  dethroned  among  us;  no  banished 


pretender  in  a  foreign  country,  looking  back  to  his 
connections  and  adherents  here,  in  the  hope  oPa  re- 
cal;  no  order  of  nobility,  whose  hereditary  rights  in 
the  government  had  been  violated;  no  hierarcliy, 
which  had  been  degraded  and  oppressed.  There 
was  but  one  order,  that  of  the  people,  by  whom 
every  thing  was  gained  by  the  change.  1  mention 
it  also  as  a  circumstance  of  peculiar  felicity,  that 
the  great  body  of  the  people  had  been  born  and 
educated  under  these  equal  and  original  institutions. 
Their  habits,  their  principles,  and  their  prejudices, 
were,  therefore,  all  on  the  side  of  the  revolutionj 
and  of  free  republican  government. 

Had  distinct  orders  existed,  our  fortune  might, 
and  probably  would,  have  been  different.  It  would 
scarcely  have  been  possible  to  have  united,  so  com- 
pletely, the  whole  force  of  the  country  against  a 
common  enemy.  A  contest  would  probably  have 
arisen  in  the  outset,  between  the  orders,  for  the 
control.  Kad  the  aristocracy  prevailed,  the  people 
would  have  been  heartless.  Had  the  people  pre- 
vailed, the  nobility  would  probably  have  left  the 
country,  or  remaining  behind,  internal  divisions 
would  have  taken  place  in  every  state,  and  a  civil 
war  broken  out  more  destructive  even  than  the  fo- 
reign, which  might  have  defeated  the  whole  move- 
ment. Ancient  and  modern  history  is  replete  with" 
examples  proceeding  from  conflicts  between  dis- 
tinct orders;  of  revolutions  attempted,  which  prov- 
ed abortive;  of  republics,  which  have  terminated  in 
despotism.  It  is  owin^r  to  the  simplicity  of  the  ele- 
ments  of  which  oursystemiscomposed,  that  the  at- 
traction of  all  the  parts  has  been  to  a  common  cen- 
tre; that  every  change  has  tended  to  cement  the 
union;  and,  in  short,  that  we  have  been  blessed  with 
such  glorious  and  happy  success. 

And  that  the  power  wrested  from  the  British 
crown  passed  to  the  people  of  each  colony,  the 
whole  history  of  our  political  movement,  from  the 
emigration  of  our  ancestors  to  the  present  day, 
clearly  demonstrates.  What  produced  the  revolu- 
tion? The  violation  of  our  rights.  What  rights?' 
Our  chartered  rights.  To  whom  were  the  charter?, 
granted?  To  the  people  of  each  colony,  or  to  the 
people  of  all  the  colonies  as  a  single  community.'— 
We  know  that  no  such  community  as  the  aggregate 
existed;  and,  of  courbe,  that  no  such  rights  could  be 
violated.  It  may  be  added  that  the  nature  of  the 
powers  which  were  given  to  the  d&iogates  by  each 
colony,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  execut- 
ed, show  that  the  sovereignty  was  in  the  people  of 
each,  and  not  in  the  aggregate.  They  respective- 
ly presented  credentials,  such  as  are  usual  between 
ministers  of  separate  powers,  which  were  e.xamin- 
ed  and  approved,  before  they  entered  on  the  dis- 
charge of  the  important  duties  committed  to  them. 
They  voted,  also,  by  colonics,  and  not  individually; 
all  the  members  from  one  colony  being  entitled  to 
one  vole  only.  This  fact,  alone,  the  first  of  our  po- 
litical association,  and  at  the  period  of  our  greates' 
peril,  fixes  beyond  all  controversy,  the  source  fron- 
whence  the  power  which  has  directed  and  secured 
success  to  all  our  measures,  has  proceeded. 

Had  the  sovereignty  passed  to  the  aggregate, 
consequences  might  lutve  ensued,  admitting  the 
success  of  our  revolution,  which  might,  even  yet, 
seriously  affect  our  system.  By  passing  to  the 
people  of  each  colony,  the  opposition  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  prosecution  of  the  war,  the  declaration  of 
independence,  the  adoption  of  the  confederation, 
and  of  this  constitution  are  all  imputable  to  them. 
flid  it  passed  to  the  aggregate,  every  measure 
would  bp  traced  to  tiiat  source;  even  the  state  ,g')- 
ivernments  might  be  said  to  have  emanated  from  i; 


NILES'  REGISTER  -AUGUST  3,  13^2— INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT.       G67 


and   amendments  of  their  constitutions,  on   that 
principle,  be  proposed  by  the  same  authority.     In 
short,  it  is  not  easy  to  perceive  all  the  consequences 
into  which  such  a  doctrine  might  lead.     It  is  obvi- 
ous, that  the  people  in  mass,  would  have  much  less 
agency  in  all  tlie  great  measures  of  the  revolution, 
and  in  those  which  followed,  than  they  actually  had, 
and  proportionably  less  credit  for  their  patriotism 
and  ssrvices,  than  they  are  now  entitled  to  and  en 
joy.     By  passing  to  the  people  of  each  colony,  the 
vvLiole  body  in  each  were  kept  in  constant  and  ac- 
tive deliberation,  on  subjects  of  the  highest  naional 
importance,  and  in  the  supervision  of  the  conduct 
of  all  the  public  servants,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
respective  duties.     Thus  the  most  eil'eclual  guards 
were  provided  against  abuses  and  dangers  of  every 
kind,  which  human  ingenuity  could  devise,  and  the 
whole  people  rendered  more  compeient  to  the  self- 
government  which,  by  an  heroic  exertion,  they  had 
acquired. 

1  will  jiow  proceed  to  examine  the  powers  of  the 
feneral  government,  which,  like  the  governments 
of  the  several  states,  is  divided  into  three  branches, 
a  legislative,  executive  and  judiciary,  each  having 
its  appropriate  share.  Of  these,  the  legislative, 
from  the  nature  ct  its  powers,  all  laws  proceeding 
frem  it,  and  the  manner  of  its  appointment,  its 
members  being  elected  immediately  by  the  people, 
isT))  far  the  most  imporiant.  The  whole  s}siem 
of  the  national  government  may  be  said  to  rest,  es- 
.sentially,  on  the  powers  granted  to  this  branch. 
They  mark  the  limit  within  which,  with  few  excep- 
tions, all  the  branches  must  move  in  the  discharge 
of  their  respective  functions.  It  will  be  proper, 
therefore,  to  take  a  full  and  correct  viev/  of  the 
powers  granted  to  it. 

By  the  8th  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  con- 
stitution, it  is  declared  that  congress  shall  have 


15th.  To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  dis- 
ciplining the  militia,  and  for  governing  such  part 
of  them  as  may  be  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  reserving  to  the  states  the  appointment  of 
the  otficers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the  mili- 
tia according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  con. 
gress. 

I6th.  To  exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all 
cases  whatever,  over  such  district,  (not  exceeding 
ten  miles  square),  as  may,  by  the  cession  of  parti- 
cular states,  and  the  acceptance  of  by  congress, 
become  the  seat  of  government  of  the  United 
States;  and  to  exercise  like  authority  crcr  all  places 
purchased,  by  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the 
state  in  which  the  same  may  be,  for  the  erection  of 
forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  other 
needful  buildings, 

17th.  And  to  make  all  laws  which  sliall  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested  by 
this  constitution  in  the  government  of  the  Unitei 
Slates,  or  in  any  department  or  cllicer  thereof. 

To  the  other  branches  of  the  government,  the 
pewers  properly  belonging  to  each  are  granted. 
The  president,  in  whom  the  executive  power  is 
vested,  is  made  commander  in  chief  of  the  army 
and  navy,  and  militia,  when  called  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States.  He  is  authorized,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  tiie  senate,  two  thirds  of  the 
members  present  concurring,  to  form  treaties;  to 
nominate,  and,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate,  to  appoint  ambassadors,  other  public  minis- 
ters and  consuls,  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  aad 
all  other  officers  whose  appointments  are  not  oU.or- 
wise  provided  for  by  law.  He  has  power  to  gK-.nt 
reprieves  and  pardonsfor  offences  against  the  Unit- 
ed States,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,     it  is 


power —  made  his  duty  to  give  to  congress,  from  time  to 

Isl.  To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  j  tim.e,  information  of  the  state  of  the  uiiioiv,  to  re- 

excises;  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  com-  j  commend  to  their  consideration  su.:h  measures  as 

mon  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United   he  may  judge  necessiry  and  expedient,  to  convene 


Slates. 

2d.  To  borrow  money. 

3d.  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
and  among  the  several  staliis,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes. 

4th.  To  establish  an  uniform  ruleof  naturaliza- 
tion, and  uniiorm  laws  respecting  bankruptcies. 

5lh.  To  coin  money,  regidate  the  value  thereof, 
and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  standard  of  weig,iits 
and  measures. 

6tb.  To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  counter- 
feiting the  securities  and  current  coin  of  the  United 
States. 
7th.  To  establish  post  ofilces  and  post  roads. 
}Ub.  To  promote  the  progross  oV  science  and 
useful  arts, by  securing,  iur  limited  tinies,io  authors 
and  inventors,  the  exclusive  right  to  their  respec- 
tive writings  and  discoveries. 

9lh.  To  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  su- 
preme court,  to  define  and  punish  piracies  and 
felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  ofiences 
against  the  laws  of  nations. 
^  10th.  To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  and  make  rules  concerning  captures 
on  land  and  water. 

lltb.  To  raise  and  support  armies. 
I2th.  To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy, 
loth.  To  make  rules  fcr  the  government  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces. 

I'lth.  To  provide  for  calling  forth  tlu;  mililia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  union,  suppress  insnrrec- 
'.iogs,  stud  repel  invasions. 


both  houses  on  extraordiiiary  occasions,  to  receive 
ambassadors;  and  to  take  care  diat  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed. 

The  judiciu.1  power  is  vested  in  one  supreme 
court,  and  in  such  ir.fc-rior  courts  us  congress  may 
establish;  and  it  is  mid.  to  extend  to  all  cases,  in 
law  and  equit\,  arising  under  the  constitution,  the 
laws  of  tlie  United  States,  and  trealics  made  under 
tHeir  authority.  Cases  afi'ecting  ainDassadors  and 
other  public  characters;  cases  ot  aoiniralty  and 
maritime  jurisdiction;  cau'ics  in  which  ihe  United 
States  are  a  party;  between  two  or  mo:^-.  states;  be- 
tween citizens  of  difiereni  states;  bei-vcen  citizens 
of  tlie  same  state,  claiming  grants  of  land  under 
ddl'crent  states;  between  a  Htate  or  the  citizens 
tliereof,  and  foreign  states— are  specially  assigned 
to  these  tribunals. 

Other  powers  have  been  granted,  in  other  parts 
of  the  constitution,  which,  althougli  they  relate  to 
specific  objects,  unconnected  with  the  ordinary  ad- 
ministratioii,  yet,  as  they  form  import.int  features 
m  the  governmeiu,  and  may  shed  useful  light  on 
tiie  construction  wiiich  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
powers  above  enumerated,  it  is  proper  to  bring 
into  view. 

By  article  1,  sec.  9,  clause  1st,  it  is  provided, 
tliat  the  migrati'ii  or  importation  of  such  persons, 
as  any  of  the  slates,  now  existing,  shall  think  pro- 
per to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  congress, 
prior  to  the  year  iS'JSi,  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be 
imposed  on  swh  importation,  not  exceeding  ten 
dcHttrs  for  e^.ch  persoTi. 
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By  article  3,  sec,  3,  clause  1st,  new  states  may  be 
admitted  by  congress  into  the  union,  but  that  no 
new  state  sliall  be  formed  within  the  jurisdiction  ot 
another  state,  nor  any  state  be  formed  by  the  junc- 
tion of  two  or  more  states,  or  parts  of  states,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states 
concerned,  as  well  as  of  the  United  States.  And, 
by  the  next  clause  of  the  same  article  and  section, 
power  is  vested  in  congress  to  dispose  of,  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the 
territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  with  a  proviso,  tliat  nothing  in  the  consti- 
tution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any 
claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particalar 
state. 

By  article  4.  sec.  4,  the  United  States  guarantee 
to  every  state  a  republican  form  of  government,  and 
engage  to  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion: 
and,  on  apphcation  of  the  legislature,  or  the  execu- 
tive,  when  the  legislature  cannot  be  convened, 
against  domestic  violence. 

Of  the  other  parts  of  the  constitution,  relating 
to  power,  some  form  restraints  on  the  exercise  of 
the  powers  granted  to  congress,  and  others  on  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  remaining  to  the  states. 
The  object,  in  both  instances,  is,  to  to  draw,  more 
completely,  the  line  between  the  two  governments, 
and  also  to  prevent  abuses  by  either.  Other  parts 
operate  like  conventional  stipulations  between  the 
states,  abolishing  between  them  all  distinctions, 
applicable  to  foreign  powers,  and  securing  to  the 
inhabitants  of  each  state  all  the  rights  and  immu- 
nities of  citizens  in  the  several  states. 

By  the  fifih  article,  it  is  provided,  that  congress, 
whenever  two  thirds  of  both  houses  shall  deem  it 
necessary,  shall  propose  amendments,  or,  on  the 
application  of  the  legislatures  of  two  thirds  of  the 
several  states,  shall  call  a  convention  for  proposing 
amendments,  whicii,  in  either  case,  shall  be  valid, 
as  a  part  of  the  constitution,  when  ratified  by  the 
legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  the  several  states, 
or  by  conventions  in  three  fourths  thereof,  as  the 
one  or  the  other  mode  may  be  proposed  by  con- 
gress; provided  tliat  no  state,  without  its  consent, 
shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  vote  in  the  senate, 
and  that  no  amendment  which  may  be  made  prior 
lo  the  year  1808,  shall  affect  the  first  and  fourth 
clauses  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  fiist  article. 

By  the  second  section  of  the  sixth  article,  it  is 
declared,  that  the  constitution,  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance 
thereof,  and  all  treaties  made  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land;  and,  that  the  judges  in  every  state  shall 
be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  constitution  or 
laws  of  any  state  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
This  right  in  the  national  government  to  execute 
its  powers  was  indispensable  to  its  existence.  If 
the  state  governments  had  not  been  restrained  from 
encroaching  on  the  powers  vested  in  the  national 
government,  the  constitution,  like  the  confedera 
tion,  would  soon  have  been  Ret  at  nought;  and  it 
was  not  within  the  limit  of  the  human  mind  to  de- 
vise any  plan  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object, 
other  than  by  making  a  national  constitution,  wiiich 
should  be  to  the  extent  of  its  powers,  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  This  riglit  in  the  national  govern- 
ment would  have  existed,  under  the  constitution, 
to  the  full  exti-nt  provided  for  by  this  declaration, 
had  it  not  been  made.  To  prevent  the  possibility 
of  a  doubt,  however,  on  so  important  a  subject,  it 
was  proper  to  make  the  declaration. 


Having  presented  above  a  full  view  of  all  the 
powers  granted  to  the  United  States,  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  look  to  those  remainmg  to  the  states.     It  is 
by  fixing  the  great  powers  which  are  admitted  to 
belong  to  each  government,  that  we  may  hope  to 
come  to  a  right  conclusion  respecting  those  in  con- 
troversy between  them.     In  regard  to  the  national 
government,  this  task  was  easy,  because  its  powers 
were  to  be  found  in  specif  c  grants  in  tlie  constitu- 
lion;  but  it  is  more  difficult  to  give  a  detail  of  t\\6 
powers  of  the  state  governments,  as  their  constitu- 
tions, containing  all  powers  granted  by  the  people, 
not  specifically  taken  from  them  by  grants  to  the 
United  States,  cannot  well  be  enumerated.     Fortu- 
nately, a  precise  detail  of  all  the  powers  remaining 
to  the  state  governments,  is  not  necessary  in  the 
present  instance.  A  knowledge  of  their  great  pow- 
ers, only,  will  answer  every  purpose  contemplated; 
and  respecting  these  there  can  be  no  diversity  of 
opinion.  They  are  sufficiently  recogr.izt^d  and  esta- 
blished by  the  constitution  of  the   United  State.^ 
itself.     In  designating  the  important  powei's  of  the 
slate  governments,  it  is  proper  to  observe,  first, 
that  the  territory  contemplated  by  the  constitution 
belongs  to  each  state,  in  its  separate  character,  and 
not  to  the  United  States  in  their  aggregate  charac- 
ter.     Each  state  holds  territory  according  to  its 
original  charter,  except  in  cases  where  cessions 
have  been  made  to  the  United  Slates,  by  individual 
slates.     The  United  States  had  none  when  the  con- 
stitution was  adopted,   which  had  not  been  thus 
ceded  to  them,  and  which  they  held  on  the  condi- 
tions on  which  such  cession  had  been  made.  With- 
in the  individual  slates,  it  is  believed,  that  they  held 
not  a  single  acre;  but,  if  they  did,  it  was  as  citizens 
held  it,  merely  as  private  property.     The  territory 
acquired  by  cession,  lying  v;ithout  the  individual 
states,  res!s  on  a  different  principle,  and  is  provid- 
ed for  by  a  separate  and  distinct  part  of  the  coi:sti» 
tution.     It  is  the  territory   within  the   individual 
states,  to  which  the  constitution,  in  its  great  prin- 
ciples, applies;  and  it  applies  to  such  territory  as 
the   territory  of  a  state,   and  not  as   that  of  the 
United  States.     The  next  circumstance  to  be  al- 
tended  to,  is,  that  the  people  composing  this  union 
are  the  people  of  the  several  states,  and  not  of  tha 
United  States,  in  the  full  sense  of  a  consolidated 
government.     The  militia  are  the  militia  of  tlifc 
several  slates;  lands  are  held  under  the  laws  of  the 
states;  descents,  contracts,  and  all  the  concerns  of 
private  property,  the  administration  of  justice,  and 
the  whole  criminal  code,  except  in  the  cases  of 
breaches  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  made 
under,  and  in  conformity  with,  the  powers  vested 
in  congress,  and  of  the  laws  of  nations,  are  regu- 
lated by  state  laws.     This  enumeration  shews  the 
great  extent  of  the  powers  of  the  slate  govern- 
ments.    The  terriiory  and  the  people  form  the  ba- 
sis on  which  all  governments  are  founded.     The 
militia  constitutes  their  effective  force.  The  regu- 
lation and  protection  of  properly,  and  of  personal 
liberty,  are  also  among  the  highest  attributes  of 
sovereignty.  This,  without  other  evidence,  is  sufri. 
cient  to  shew,  that  the  great  office  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  is,  lo  unite  the  states  to- 
gether, under  a  government  endowed  with  powers 
adequate  to  the  purposes  of  its  institution,  relating., 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  foreign  concerns,  to  the 
discharge  of  which,  a  national  government,  thur. 
formed,  alone  could  be  competent. 
(  To  be  coniinued.y 
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The  president's  message,  respecting  internal 
improvements,  is  continued,  and  will  be  concluded 
in  our  next.  After  that,  we  shall  insert  the  pro- 
•eedings  of  the  senate  en  certain  military  appoint- 
ments. 'I'hese  long  articles,  and  the  apjiroaching 
elose  of  this  volume,  will  forbid  the  usual  portion 
«f  matter  from  manuscript,  or  of  a  miscellaneous 
character.  Those  in  the  present  sheet  commence 
with  page  378. 


fie-iffs  vf  the  president  of  the  United  iitatea  on  I'v: 
subject  of  internal  improvement. 
[continued.] 
This  view  of  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
several  states  over  the  territory  within  their  respec- 
tive limits,  except  in  cases  otherwise  specially  pro 
vided  for,  is  supported  by  the  obvious  intent  of  the 
several  powers  granted  to  congress,  to  winch  a 
more  particular  attention  is  now  due.  Of  these, 
the  right  to  declare  war  is,  perhaps,  the  most  im- 
portant, as  well  by  tlie  consequences  attenduig 
war,  as  by  the  other  powers  granted  in  aid  of  it. 
The  right  to  lay  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises, 
though  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  civil  go- 
vernment, is  equally  necessary  to  sustain  the  charges 
of  war;  the  right  to  caise  and  support  armies,  and  a 
uavy,  and  to  call  forth  and  govern  the  militia,  when 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  are  altogether 
of  the  latter  kind.  They  are  granted  in  aid  of  the 
power  to  make  war,  and  intended  to  give  effect  to 
it.  These  several  powers  are  of  great  force  and 
extent,  and  operate  more  directly  within  the  limits 
and  upon  the  resources  of  the  states,  than  any  of 
the  other  powers.  But  siill  they  are  means  only 
for  given  ends.  War  is  declared,  and  must  be  main- 
tained.  An  army  and  a  navy  must  be  raised;  forti- 
fications must  be  erected  for  the  common  defence; 
debts  must  be  paid.  For  these  purposes  duties. 
Imposts  and  excises  are  levied;  taxes  are  laid;  the 
lantis,  merchandise  and  other  property  of  the  citi- 
zens are  liable  for  iheni;  the  money  is  not  paid, 
seizures  are  made,  and  tUe  lands  are  sold.  The 
tiransactiun  is  terminated;  the  lands  pass  into  other 
hands,  who  hokl  them  as  the  former  proprietors 
did,  under  the  laws  of  the  individual  states.  Tliey 
were  means  only  to  certain  ends;  the  United  States 
haxe  nothing  further  to  do  with  them  The  same 
view  is  applicable  to  the  power  of  the  general  go 
vernment  over  persons.  The  militia  ik  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States;  ^he  service  is  per 
forn.ed;  the  corps  returns  to  the  stale  to  which  it 
belongs;  it  is  the  militia  of  such  state,  and  not  ot 
the  United  States.  Soldiers  are  required  for  the 
army,  who  may  be  obtained  by  volunlaiy  enlist 
inent,  or  by  some  other  process,  founded  in  the 
principles  of  equaliiy.  In  either  case,  the  citizen, 
after  the  tour  of  duiy  is  performed,  is  restored  to 
his  former  station  in  society,  with  his  equal  share 
in  the  common  sovereignty  of  the  nation.  In  all 
Vliese  cases,  which  are  the  strongest  which  can  be 
given,  we  see  that  the  right  of  the  general  govern- 
ment is  nothing  more  than  what  it  is  called  in  the 
constitution,  a  power  to  perform  certain  acts;  and 
that  the  subject  on  which  it  operates  is  a  mean  oni} 
to  that  end;  that  it  was,  both  before  and  after  that 
act,  undtr  the  protection,  and  subject  to  the  laws, 
of  the  individual  state  within  which  it  was. 
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To  the  other  powers  of  the  general  government 
the  same  remarks  are  applicable,  and  withgiiMter 
force.  The  right  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
powers  was  necessary,  as  well  to  enable  congress 
to  lay  and  collect  duties  and  imposts,  as  to  support 
the  rights  of  the  nation  in  the  intercourse  with  fo- 
reign powers.  It  is  executed  at  the.  ports  of  the 
several  states,  and  operates  almost  altogether  ex- 
ternally. The  right  to  borrow  and  coin  money, 
and  to  fix  its  value,  and  that  of  foreign  coin, 
are  important  to  the  establishment  of  a  national 
government,  and  particularly  necessary  in  sup- 
port of  the  right  to  declare  war;  as,  indeed,  may 
be  considered  the  right  to  punish  piracy  and 
felonies  on  the  high  seas,  and  offences  against  the 
laws  of  nations.  The  right  to  establish  an  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization,  and  uniformlaws  respecting 
bankruptcies,  seems  to  be  essentially  connected 
with  the  rigljt  to  regulate  commerce.  Ihe  Urst 
branch  of  it  relates  to  foreigners  entering  the  coun- 
try; the  second  to  merchants  who  have  failed  The 
riglit  to  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts  and 
sciences  may  be  executed  without  touching  any  of 
the  individual  states.  It  is  accomplished  by  granting 
patents  to  inventors,  and  preserving  models,  which 
may  be  done  exclusively  within  the  federal  dis- 
trict.  The  right  to  constitute  courts  inferior  to  the 
supreme  court,  was  a  necessary  consequence  of  the 
judiciary  exi.stiiig  as  a  separate  branch  of  the  ge- 
neral government.  Without  such  inferior  court  in 
every  state,  it  would  be  difficult,  and  might  even 
be  impossible,  to  carry  into  effect  the  laws  of  the 
general  government.  The  right  to  establish  post 
offices  and  post  roads  is  essentially  of  tfie  same 
ciiaracter.  For  political,  commercial  and  social 
purposes,  it  was  important  that  it  should  be  vesLi-d 
in  the  general  government.  As  a  mere  matter  or 
regulation  and  nothing  more,  I  presume,  was  in- 
tended by  it,  it  is  a  power  easily  executed,  and 
involving  little  authority  within  tlie  stntes  indivi- 
dually. The  right  to  exercise  exclnswe  legislation, 
in  all  cases  whatsoever,  ovt-r  the  federal  disrrict, 
and  over  forts,  magazine  s,  srsenals,  dock  ynrds  and 
other  needful  buildings,  ;\ith  the  consent  of  tiie 
state  within  which  the  same  I'^ay-he,  is  ;.  power  of 
a  piM:uliar  character,  and  is  sufficient  in  itself  lo 
confirm  what  has  h<-en  said  ot  a\\  (he  other  powers 
of  the  general  government.  Of  this  paiticular 
grant,  further  notice  will  here:'.}ier  be  laken. 

1  shall  conclude  my  renturks  on  this  part  of  the 
subji  r;t  by  observing,  that  the  view  which  has  been 
presented  of  th?  powers  and  ciiaracter  of  the  wo 
governments,  is  supported  by  the  marked  'litler- 
ence  which  is  observable  in  the  manner  of  their 
endowment.  T!ie  state  governments  are  duided 
into  threi'  brai  chcs, ,u  legislative,  executive  and 
judiciary;  and  the  appropiiMe  duties  of  ^ach  as- 
signed to  it,  without  any  lunitalion  of  power,  i-x- 
ccpt  such  as  is  necessary  to  g-iard  against  abuse,  in 
the  form  of  bills  of  right.  Hut,  in  iostilntijig  the 
national  government,  a"^i  entire  different  principle 
was  adopted  and  pursued  The  government  itsolf 
is  organ'zed,  like  the  state  governments,  into  three 
branches,  but  its  powers  ■.•iv  eiiumerattd  and  de- 
fined in  the  most  precise  f  vm.  "',  he  subjeft  has 
already  been  too  fuliy  explain,  d  to  require  dltistra- 
tion  by  a  general  view  of  the  whole  constitution, 
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eveiy  part  of  which  aflbrds  proof  of  what  is  here 
advanced.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  advert  to  the  > 
eighth  section  of  the  first  article,  being  that  more  ^ 
particularly  which  defines  the  powers,  and  fixes  the 
character  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
By  this  section,  it  is  declared  that  congress  shall 
have  power — 

1st.  To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and 
excises,  Sec.  j 

,  Having  shewn  the  origin  of  the  state  govern-  | 
ments,  and  their  endowments,  when  first  formed;  j 
having  also  shewn  the  origin  of  the  national  go-  \ 
vernment,  and  the  powers  vested  in  it;  and  having  ' 
shewn,  lastly,  the  powers  which  are  admitted  to  [ 
hare  remained  to  the  state  governments,  after  those  i 
which  were  taken  from  them  by  the  national  go- 
vernment, I  will  now  proceed  to  examine  whether 
the  power  lo  adopt  and  execute  a  system  of  inter-  i 
ual  improvement,  by  roads  and  canals,  has  been  | 
vested  m  the  United  States. 

Before  we  can  determine  whether  this  power 
has  been  granted  to  the  general  government,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  ascertain,  distinctly,  the  nature  and 
extent  of  tlse  power  requisite  to  make  such  im- 
provemciUs.  When  that  is  done,  we  shall  be  able 
to  decide  whether  such  power  is  vested  in  the  na- 
tional govcr-.unent. 

If  the  power  existed,  it  would,  it  is  presumed,  be 
executed  by  a  board  of  skilful  engineers,  on  a  view 
of  the  whole  imicn,  on  a  plan  which  would  secure 
complete  effect  to  all  the  great  purposes  of  our 
constitution.  It  is  not  my  intention,  however,  to 
take  up  the  subject  here,  on  this  scale.  I  sliall  state 
a  case  for  the  purpose  of  illustration  only.  Let  it 
be  supposed  that  congress  intended  to  run  a  road 
from  the  city  of  Washington  to  Baltimore,  and  to 
connect  the  Chesapeake  bay  with  tlie  Delaware, 
and  the  Delaware  with  the  Ilariton,  by  a  canal; 
what  must  be  done  to  carry  the  project  into  eiiect? 
1  make  here  no  question  of  the  existing  power.  [ 
sneak  only  of  the  power  necessary  for  the  purpose. 
Commissioners  would  be  appointed  to  trace  a  route, 
in  the  most  direct  line,  paying  due  regard  to  heights, 
water  courses  and  otlier  obstacles,  and  to  acquire 
the  right  to  the  ground  over  which  the  road  and 
canal  would  pass,  with  sufficient  breadth  for  each. 
This  must  be  done  by  voluntary  grants,  or  by  pur 
chases  from  individuals,  or,  in  case  they  would  not 
sell,  or  should  ask  an  exorbitant  price,  by  condemn- 
ing the  property  and  fixing  its  value  by  a  jury  of 
the  vicinage.  The  next  object  to  be  attended  to, 
after  the  road  and  canal  are  laid  out  and  made,  is  to 
keep  them  in  repair.  We  know  that  there  are 
people  in  every  community  capable  cf  committing 
voluntary  injuries;  of  pulling  down  walls  that  are 
made  to  sustain  the  road;  of  breaking  the  bridges 
over  water  courses,  and  breaking  the  road  itself. 
Some  living  near  it  might  be  disappointed  that  it 
did  not  pass  through  their  lands,  and  commit  these 
acts  of  violence  and  waste,  from  revenge,  or  in  the 
hope  of  giving  it  that  direction,  though  for  a  short 
time.  Injuries  of  this  kind  have  been  committed, 
and  are  still  complained  of,  on  the  road  from  Cum- 
berland to  the  Ohio.  To  accomplish  this  object, 
congress  should  have  a  right  to  pass  laws  to  punish 
olfenders,  wherever  they  may  be  found.  Jurisdic- 
tion over  the  road  would  not  be  sufficient,  though 
.  it  were  exclusive  It  would  seldom  happen  that 
the  parties  would  be  detected  in  the  act.  They 
would  generally  commit  it  in  the  night,  and  fly  far 
off  before  the  sun  appeared.  The  power  to  punish 
these  culprits  must,  therefore,  reach  them  where- 
ever  they  go.  They  must,  also,  be  amenable  to  com- 
.Tictent  tTibunals*  federal  OP  s^t^j  The  pow^  njast. 


likewise,  extend  to  another  object,  not  less  essen- 
tial or  important  than  tliose  already  mentioned. 
Experience  has  shewn  that  the  establishment  of 
turnpikes,  with  gates  and  tolls,  and  persons  to  col- 
lect the  tolls,  is  the  best  expedient  that  can  be 
adopted  to  defray  the  expense  of  these  improve- 
ments, and  the  repairs  which  they  necessarily  re- 
quire. Congress  must,  therefore,  have  power  to 
make  such  an  estabhshment,  and  to  support  it,  by 
such  regulations,  with  fines  and  penttlties,  in  the 
case  of  injuries,  as  may  be  competent  to  the  pur- 
pose. The  right  must  extend  to  all  those  objects, 
or  it  will  be  utterly  inco-npeient.  It  is  possessed  and 
exercised  by  the  slates  individually,  and  it  must  be 
possessed  by  the  United  States,  or  the  pretension 
must  be  abaitdoned. 

Let  it  be  furllier  supposed  that  congress,  believ- 
higthat  they  do  possess  the  power,  have  passed  an 
act  for  those  purposr-s,  under  which  commissioners 
have  been  appointed,  who  have  begun  the  work. 
They  are  met  at  the  iirst  farm  on  which  they  enter, 
by  the  owner,  wlio  forbids  them  to  trespass  on  his 
land.  They  offer  to  buy  it  at  a  fair  price,  or  at  twice 
or  thrice  its  value.  He  persists  in  his  yefus:d.  Can 
they,  on  the  princijjle  recognized  and  acted  on  bj 
all  the  state  governments,  that,  in  cases  of  this 
kind,  tiie  obstinacy  and  perverseness  of  an  indivi- 
dual must  yield  tu  tlie  public  welfare,  summon  a 
jury  of  uprigjit  and  discreet  men  to  condemn  the 
land,  value  it,  and  compel  tlie  ounorto  receive  the 
amount,  and  to  deliver  it  up  to  them?  I  believe 
that  very  i'cw  would  concur  in  the  opinion  that  such 
a  power  exists. 

The  next  object  is  to  preserve  these  improve- 
ments from  injury.  The  locks  of  the  canal  are 
broken;  the  walls  which  sustained  the  road  are 
pulled  down;  the  bridges  are  broken;  the  read 
itself  is  ploughed  up;  toll  is  refused  to  be  paid; 
the  gates  of  the  canal  or  turnpike  are  forced.  The 
offenders  are  pursued,  caught,  and  brought  to  trial. 
Can  they  be  punisiied?  The  question  of  right  must 
be  decided  on  principle.  The  culprits  will  avail 
themselves  of  every  barrier,  that  may  serve  t© 
screen  them  from  puniyhiuent.  They  will  plead 
that  the  law,  under  which  they  stand  arraigned,  is 
unconstitutional,  and  that  question  must  be  decided 
by  the  court,  whether  federal  or  state,  on  a  fair  in- 
vestigation of  the  powers  vested  in  the  general 
government  by  the  constitution.  If  the  judges  find 
that  these  powers  have  not  been  granted  to  con- 
i^ress,  the  prisoners  must  be  acquitted;  and,  by 
their  acquittal,  all  claim  to  the  right  to  establish 
such  a  system  is  at  an  end- 

I  have  supposed  an  opposition  to  be  made  to  the 
right  in  congress,  by  the  owner  of  the  land,  and 
other  individuals  charged  with  breaches  of  statutes 
made  to  protect  the  work  from  injury,  because  it  is 
the  mildest  form  in  which  it  cun  present  itself.  It 
is  not,  however,  the  only  one.  A  state,  also,  may 
contest  the  right,  and  then  the  controversy  assumes 
another  character.  Government  might  contend 
against  government;  for,  to  a  certain  extent,  both 
the  governments  arc  sovereign  and  independent  of 
of  e>ch  other,  and  in  that  form  it  is  possible,  though 
not  probable,  that  opposition  might  be  made.  To 
each  limitations  are  prescribed,  and  should  a  con- 
test rise  between  them,  respecting  their  rights,  and 
the  people  sustain  it  with  any  thing  like  an  equal 
division  of  numbers,  the  worst  consequences  might 
ensue. 

It  maybe  urged  that  the  opposition  suggested  by 
the  o  vner  of  the  land,  or  by  the  states  individually, 
may  be  avoided  by  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with 
the  parties.  But  a  suppraesion  of  opposition  in  that 
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way,  is  no  proof  a  riglit  in  congress;  nor  could  it,  ment;  to  take  the  soil  from  th?  proprietor  by  lorce; 
if  confined  to  that  limit,  remove  all  the  impedi-  to  establish  turnpikes  and  tolls,  and  to  pin  sii  of- 
ments  to  the  exercise  cf  the  power.  It  is  not  siif-  fenders  in  the  manner  stateil  above,  would  ;.ever 
ficient  that  congress  may,  by  the  command  and  ap  occur  to  any  such  person.  The  use  of  the  existing 
plication  of  the  public  reveTvae,  purchase  the  soil,  road,  by  the  stage,  mail  carrier,  or  post  boy,  in 
and  thus  silence  that  class  of  individuals;  or,  by  the  '  passii.g  over  it,  as  others  do,  is  all  that  would  be 
accommodation  aiiorded  to  in<Iividut.l  states,  put  j  thouglit  of;  the  jurisdiction  and  soil  remaining  to 
down  opposition  on  their  part.  Congress  must  be  i  the  state,  with  a  right  in  the  state,  or  those  aiitho- 
able  rightfully  to  control  all  opposition,  or  they  rized  by  its  legislature,  to  change  the  road  at  plea- 
cannot  carry  the  system  into  effect.     Cases  wouUl :  sure. 

inevitably  occur  to  put  the  right  to  the  test.  The  I  The  intention  of  the  parties  is  supported  by 
work  must  be  preserved  from  injury;  tolls  must  be  J  other  proof,  which  ought  to  place  it  beyond  all 
collected;  offenders  must  be  punished.  With  these  !  doubt.  In  the  former  act  of  government,  the  con- 
culprits  no  bargain  can  be  made.  When  Ijrought  j  federation,  we  find  a  grunt  for  the  same  purpose, 
to  trial,  they  must  deny  the  validity  of  the  law,  and  !  expressed  in  the  following  words:  "The  United 
that  plea  being  sustained,  all  claim  to  the  right  States  in  congress  assembled,  shall  havs  the  s^le 
ceases.  j  and  exclusive  right  and  power  of  establishing  and 

If  the  United  States  possess  this  power,  it  must  \  regulating  post  offices  irom  one  state  to  anoth^, 
be,  either  because  it  ha?  been  specifically  granted,  1  througiioui  the  United  States,  and  of  exacting  sucb 
or  that  it  is  incidental,  and  necessary  to  carry  into  1  postage  on  the  papers  passing  through  the  same, 
effect  some  specific  grant.  The  advocates  for  the  I  as  may  be  retpiisite  to  defray  the  expenses  cf  said 
power  derive  it  from  the  following  sources:  1st.  I  post  office."  The  term  "establish"  was  likewise 
The  right  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads; '  the  ruling  one  in  that  ins'j"ument,  and  was  evident- 
2d.  To  declare  war;  3d.  To  regulate  commerce  i  ly  intended,  and  understood,  to  give  a  power  sim- 
among  the  several  states;  4th.  From  the  power  to  ply  and  solely  to  fix  where  there  should  be  post 
p:iythe  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  offices.  By  transferring  this  term  from  the  con- 
and  general  v/elfjre  of  the  United  States;    5th.  j  federation  into  the  constitution,   it  was  doubtless 


From  the  power  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  all  the  powers 
vested  by  the  constitution  in  the  government  cf 
the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer 
thereof;  6th,  and  lastly,  l-'rom  the  power  to  dispose 
of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  re- 
specting, tlie  territory  and  other  property  of  the 
United  States.     It  is  to  be  observed,  that  there  is 
but  little  accord  among  the  advocates  for  this  pow- 
cr,  as  to  the  particular  source  from  whence  it  is  de 
rived.     They  all  agree,  however,  in  ascribing  it 
to  some  one  or  more  of  those  above-mentioned. 
I  will  examine  the  ground  of  the  claim  in  each  in- 
stance. 

Thr  first  of  these  grants  is  in  the  following  words: 
"Congress  shall  have  power  to  establish  po.it  offices 
and  post  roads."     ^^'ilat  is  the  just  import  of  these 
words,  and  the  extent  of  the  grant?     The  word 
"establisli,"  is  the  ruling  term;  "post  offices  and 
post  roads"  are  the  subjects  on  which  it  acts.    The 
question,  therefore,  is,  what  power  is  granted  by 
tiiat  word?     The  sense  in  which  words  are  com- 
monly used,  is  that  in  which  they  are  to  be  under- 
stood in  all  transactior.s  between  public  bodies  and 
individuals.     The  intention  of  the  parties  is  to  pre- 
vail; and  there  is  no  better  way  of  ascertaining  it, 
than  by  giving  to  the  terms  used  their  ordinary  im- 
port.    If  we  were  to  ask  any  number  of  our  most 
enlightened  citizens,  who  had  no  connection  with 
public  affairs,  and  whose  minds  were  unprejudiced, 
what  was  the  import  of  the  word  "establish,"  and 
the  extent  of  the  grant  which  it  contiols,   we  do 
iiot  think  that  there  would  be  any  difference  of 
opinion  among  them.     \Ve  are  satisfied  that  all  of 
them  would  answer,  that  a  power  was  thereby  giv- 
en to  congress,  to  fix  on  the  tov.ns,  court  hou!»es, 
and  other  places,  throughout  our  union,  at  which 
there  should  be  post  offices;  the  routes  by  which 
the  mails  should  be  carried  from  one  post  office  to 
another,  so  as  to  diffuse  intelligence  as  extensively, 
and  to  make  the  institution  as  useful,  as  possible; 
to  fix  the  postage  to  be  paid  on  every   letter  and 
packet  thus  carried,  to  sujiport  the  ertablishment, 
and  to  protect  the  post  offices  and  mails  from  rob- 
bery, by  punishing  those  who  should  commit  the 
ofl'ence-     The  idea^of  a  right  to  lay  off  the  roads 


intended  that  it  should  be  understood  in  the  same 
sense  in  the  latter  that  it  was  in  the  former  instru- 
ment, and  to  be  applied  alike  to  post  offices  and 
post  roads.     In  whatever  sense  it  is  applied  to  post; 
offices,  it  must  be  applied  in  the  same  sense  to  post 
roads.     But  it  may  be  asked,  if  such  was  the  inten- 
tion, why  were  not  all  the  other  terms  of  the  grant 
transferred  with  it?     T^e  reason  is  obvious.     The 
confederation  being  a  bond  of  union  between  inde- 
pendent states,  it  was  necessary,  in  granting  the 
powers  which  were  to  be  exercised  over  them,  to 
be  very  explicit  and  minute  in  defining  the  powers 
granted.     But  the  constitution,  to  the  extent  of  its 
powers,   having  incorporated  the  states  into  one 
government,  like   the  government  of  the  states, 
individually,  fewer  words  in  defining  the  powers 
granted  by  it,  were  not  only  arlequate,  but,  per- 
fiaps,  better  adapted  to  the  purpose.     We  find  that 
brevity  is  a  characteristic  of  the  instrument.     Had 
it  been  intended  to  convey  a  more  enlarged  power 
in  the  constitution  than  had  been  granted  in  the 
confederation,  surely  the  same  controlling  term 
would  not  have  been  wsed;  or  other  words  would 
have  been  added,  to  shev/  such  intention,  and  to 
mark  the  extent  to  which  the  power  should  be  car- 
ried.    It  is  a  liberal  construction  of  the  powers 
granted  in  the  constitution,  by  this  term,  to  include 
in  it  all  the  powers  that  were  granted  in  the  con- 
federation, by  terms  which  specifically  defined  and 
(as  was  supposed)  extended  their  limits.     It  would 
be  absurd  to  say,  that,  by  o.nitting  from  the  con- 
stitution any  portion  cf  the  phraseology  which  was 
deemed  important  in  the  cj.ifederation,  the  import 
of  that  term  was  enlarged,  and,  with  it.  the  pow- 
ers of  the  constitution,  in  a  proportional  degree, 
bevond  what  they  were  in  the  confederation.  The 
right  to  exact  postage  and  to  protect  the  post  of- 
fices and  mails  from  robbery,  by  punishing  the  of- 
fenders, may  fairly  be  considered  as  incitlents  to 
the  grant,  since,  without  it,  the  object  of  the  grant 
might  be  defeated.     Whatever  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  of  the 
grant,  though  not  specified,  m.ay  tVirly  be  consider- 
ed as  included  in  it.     Beyond  lliis,  the  doctrine  of 
incideiita)  power  cannot  be  carried. 

If  we  go  back  to  the  origin  of  our  settlements 


of  fhe  United  State?,  on  a  general  scale  of  improve^  1  and  institutions,  and  trace  their  progress  down  to 
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the  revolution,  we  shall  see  that  it  was  in  this  sense, 
and  none  otl)er,  that  the  power  was  exercised  by 
all  our  colonial  governments.  Post  offices  were 
made  for  the  country,  and  not  the  country  for  them. 
They  are  the  offspring  of  improvement.  They  ne- 
vev  go  before  it.  Settlements  are  first  made;  after 
^vhich  the  progress  is  uniform  and  simple,  extend- 
ing to  objects  in  rfgular  order,  most  necessary  to 
the  comfort  of  man;  schools,  places  of  public  wor- 
ship, court  houses  and  markets:  post  offices  follow. 
Roads  may,  indeed,  be  said  to  be  coeval  with  set- 
tlements. They  l-^ad  to  all  the  places  mentioned, 
and  to  every  other  which  tlie  various  and  compli- 
cated  interests  of  society  require. 

It  is  believed  that  not  one  example  can  be  given, 
from  the  first  settlement  of  our  country  to  the  adop- 
tion of  tiris  constitution,  of  a  post  office  being  es- 
tablished, without  a  view  to  existing  roads;  or  of  a, 
single  road  having  been  made  by  pavement,  turn- 
nike,  &c.  for  the  sole  purpose  of  accommodating  a 
post  office.  Such,  too,  is  the  uniform  progress  of 
all  societies.  In  granting,  then,  this  power  to  the 
United  States,  it  was  undoubtedly  intended  by  the 
fri-.Tiers  and  ratifiers  of  the  constitution,  to  convey 
it  in  the  sense  and  extent,  only,  in  which  it  had 
been  understood  and  exercised  by  the  previous 
authoriiies  of  the  country. 

This  conclusion  is  confirmed  by  the  object  of  the 
grant  and  the  manner  of  its  execution.  The  object 
is  the  transportation  of  the  mail  throughout  the 
United  States,  v^hich  may  be  done  on  horseback, 
and  was  so  done,  until  lately,  since  the  establish- 
ment of  stages.  Between  the  great  towns,  and  in 
<(ther  places  where  the  population  is  dense,  stages 
are  preferred,  because  they  afford  an  additional 
opportunity  to  make  a  proht  from  passengers.  But 
Avhere  the  population  is  sparse,  and  on  cross  roads, 
it  is  generally  carried  on  horseback.  Unconnected 
v/ith  passengers  and  other  objects,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  mail  itself  may  be  carried  in  every 
part  of  our  union,  with  nearly  as  much  economy 
and  greater  despatch,  on  horseback,  than  in  a  stage; 
and,  in  many  parts,  with  much  greater.  In  every 
part  of  the  union  in  which  stages  can  be  preferred, 
the  roads  are  sufficiently  good,  provided  those 
w'.ich  serve  for  every  other  purpose  will  accom- 
modate them.  In  every  other  part,  where  horses 
alone  ivre  used,  if  other  people  pass  them  on  horse- 
bak,  surely  the  mail  carrier  can.  For  an  object  so 
simple  and  so  easy  in  the  execution,  it  would,  doubt- 
less, excite  surprise,  if  it  should  be  thought  proper 
to  appoint  commissioners  to  lay  off  the  country  on 
a  great  scheme  of  improvement,  with  the  power  to 
shorten  distances,  reduce  heights,  level  mountains 
and  pave  surfaces. 

If  the  United  States  possessed  the  power  con 
tended  for  under  this  grant,  might  they  not,  in 
adopting  the  roads  of  the  individual  states  for  the 
carriage  of  the  mail,  as  lias  been  done,  assume  ju 
risdiction  over  them,  and  preclude  aright  to  inter- 
fere with  or  alter  them?  Might  they  not  establish 
turnpikes,  arid  exercise  all  the  other  acts  of  sove- 
reignty, above  slated,  over  such  roads,  necessary 
to  protect  them  from  injury,  and  defray  the  expense 
of  repairing  them?  Surely,  if  the  right  exists,  these 
consequences  necessarily  followed,  as  soon  as  the 
road  Wits  established.  The  absurdity  of  such  a 
pretension  roust  be  apparent  to  all  who  examine  it. 
In  1  i'.ib  way  a  large  portion  of  the  territory  of  every 
state  might  be  taken  from  it,  for  there  is  scarcely 
a  road  in  any  state  which  will  not  be  used  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail.  A  new  field  for  legis- 
Utior.  and  internal  government  would  thus  be 
ancned. 


From  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  think  that  we 
may  fairly  conclude  that  the  right  to  adopt  and 
execute  a  system  of  internal  improvement,  or  any 
part  of  it,  has  not  been  granted  to  congress  under 
the  power  to  establish  post  offices  and  pest  roads; 
that  the  common  roads  of  the  country  only  were 
contemplated  by  that  grant,  and  are  fully  compe- 
tent to  all  its  purposes. 

The  next  object  of  inquiry  is,  whether  the  right 
to  declare  war  includes  the  right  to  adopt  an<d  ex- 
ecute this  system  of  improvement.  The  objections 
to  it  are,  I  presume,  not  less  conclusive  than  those 
which  are  applicable  to  the  grant  which  we  have 
just  examined. 

Under  the  last  mentioned  grant,  a  claim  has  been 
set  up  to  as  much  of  that  system  as  relates  to  roads. 
Under  this,  it  extends  alike  to  roads  and  canals. 

We  must  examine  this  grant  by  the  same  rules  of 
construction  that  were  applied  to  the  preceding 
one.  The  object  was  to  take  this  power  from  the 
individual  states,  and  to  vest  it  in  the  general  go- 
vernment. This  has  been  done  in  clear  and  explicit 
terras — first,  by  granting  the  power  to  congress; 
and,  secondlj',  by  prohibiting  the  exercise  of  it  by 
the  states.  Congress  shall  have  a  right  to  declare 
war.  This  is  the  language  of  the  grant.  If  the 
right  to  adopt  and  execute  this  system  of  improve- 
ment is  included  in  it,  it  must  be  by  way  of  inci- 
dent only,  since  there  is  nothing  in  the  grant  itself 
which  bears  any  relation  to  roads  and  canals.  The 
following  considerations,  it  is  presumed,  prove,  in- 
contestibly,  that  this  power^ias  not  been  granted 
in  that  or  any  other  manner: 

The  United  States  are  exposed  to  invasioB 
through  the  whole  extent  of  their  Atlantic  coast, 
by  any  European  power  with  whom  we  might  be 
engaged  in  war;  on  the  northern  and  northwestern 
frontier,  on  the  side  of  Canada  by  Great  Britain, 
and  on  the  southern  by  Spain,  or  any  power  in 
alliance  with  her.  If  internal  improvements  are 
to  be  carried  to  the  full  extent  to  which  they  may 
be  useful  for  military  purposes,  the  power,  as  it  ex- 
ists,  must  apply  to  all  the  roads  of  the  union,  there 
being  no  limitation  to  it.  Wherever  such  improve- 
ments may  facilitate  the  march  of  troops,  the  trans- 
portation of  cannon,  or  otlierwise  aid  the  opt^ra- 
tions,  or  m  tigate  the  c.iLi-nities  of  war,  along  vhe 
coast,  or  in  any  part  of  the  interior,  they  would  be 
useful  for  military  purposes,  and  mijiiit,  therefore, 
be  made.  The  pow'.r  following  as  an  incid'^nt  t» 
another  power,  can  be  measured,  as  to  its  extent, 
by  reference  only  to  the  obvious  extent  of  '-l\<^  pow- 
er to  which  it  is  incidental.  So  great  a  scope  was., 
it  is  believetl,  never  given  to  incidental  power. 

If  it  had  been  intended  that  the  right  to  declare 
war  should  include  all  the  powers  necessary  t» 
maintain  war,  it  would  follow  that  nothing  would 
have  been  done  to  impair  the  rijjht,  or  to  restrain 
congress  from  the  exercise  of  any  powtr  which  the 
exigencies  of  war  might  require.  The  nature  and 
extent  of  this  exigency  would  mark  the  extent  of 
the  power  granted,  wliich  sfiould  always  be  con- 
strued liberally,  so  as  to  be  adequate  to  the  end. 
A  right  to  raise  money  by  taxes,  duties,  excises,  and 
by  loan;  to  raise  and  support  armies  and  a  navy; 
to  provide  for  culling  forth,  arming,  disciplining 
and  governing  the  militia,  when  in  the  service  ot, 
the  United  Slates;  establishing  fortifications,  an<f 
governing  the  troops  stationed  in  them,  indepen- 
dently of  the  state  authorities,  and  to  perform  ma- 
nj'  otlier  acts,  is  indispensable  to  the  maintainance 
of  war.  No  war  with  aPiy  great  power  can  be  pro- 
secuted with  success  without  the  command  of  the 
resources  of  the  union  in  ail-these  respects.  These 
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powers,  then,  would,  of  necessity,  and  by  common 
consent,  have  fallen  within  the  right  to  declare  war, 
had  it  been  inl;:nded  to  convey,  by  way  of  incident 
to  that  right,  the  necessary  powers  to  maintain  war. 
But  these  powers  have  all  been  granted  specifical- 
ly, with  many  others,  in  great  dt«tail,  which  expe- 
rience had  shewn  we  it-  necessary  for  tlie  purposes 
of  war.  By  specifically  granting,  then,  these  powers, 
it  is  manifest  that  every  power  was  thus  granted 
which  it  was  intended  to  grant,  for  military  pur- 
poses; and  that  ii  was  also  intended  that  no  impor- 
tant power  sliould  be  included  in  this  grant  by 
way  of  incident,  however  useful  it  might  be  for 
some  of  the  purposes  of  the  grant. 

By  the  six  centh  of  the  enumerated  powers,  ar- 
ticle 1,  sec  8,  congress  are  authorized  to  exercise 
exv  ids;vf  leg.sl:.tion  in  all  cases  whatever  over  such 
district  as  nay,  by  cession  of  particular  states,  and 
the  acreptunce  of  congress,  not  exceeding  ten 
milos  square,  become  the  seat  of  the  government 
of 'I)''  Unitid  Slates;  and  to  exercise  like  authority 
ovtr  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  le- 
gislature of  the  state  in  which  the  same  shall  be, 
tor  tiie  erection  of  tons,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock- 
yanls,  and  other  useful  buildings.  If  anydoubt  ex- 
isted on  a  view  of  the  other  parts  of  the  coustitu- 
tion  respecting  the  decision  which  ought  to  be 
farmed  on  the  question  under  consideration,  I 
sliouM  suppose  that  this  clause  would  completely 
remove  it.  It  has  been  shewn,  after  the  most  liberal 
constnr  tion  of  all  the  enumerated  powers  of  the 
general  government,  that  the  territory  within  the 
limits  of  the  respective  states  belonged  to  them; 
that  the  United  States  had  no  right,  under  the  pow- 
er<  granted  to  them,  with  the  exception  specified 
in  this  grant,  to  any  the  smallest  portion  of  territo- 
ry within  a  state,  all  those  powers  operating  on  a 
different  principle,  and  having  their  full  effect 
w;thoMt  impairing,  in  the  slightest  degree,  this  right 
in  the  states;  that  those  powers  were,  in  every  in- 
stance, means  to  ends,  which,  being  accomplished, 
left  the  subject,  that  is,  the  property,  in  which 
liglit  only  land  could  be  regarded,  where  it  was  be- 
fore— under  the  jurisdiction,  and  subject  to  the 
laws,  of  the  state  governments. 

The  second  number  of  the  clause,  which  is  ap- 
plicable to  military  and  naval  purposes  alone,  claims 
particular  attention  here.  It  fully  confirms  the 
view  taken  of  the  other  enumerated  powers;  for, 
had  it  been  intended  to  include  in  the  right  to  de- 
clare war,  by  way  of  incident,  any  right  of  jurisdic- 
tion or  legislation  over  territory  within  a  state,  it 
would  have  been  done  as  to  fortifications,  maga. 
zines,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  other  needful  build- 
ings. By  specifically  granting  the  right,  as  to  such 
small  portions  of  territory  as  might  be  necessary 
for  these  purposes,  and  on  certain  conditions,  mi- 
nutely and  well  defined,  it  is  manifest  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  grant  it,  as  to  any  other  portion, 
.on  any  condition,  for  any  purpose,  or  in  any  man- 
ner whatsoever. 

It  may  be  said  that,  although  the  authority  to  ex- 
ercise  exclusive  legislation  in  certain  cases,  within 
the  states,  with  their  consent,  may  be  considered 
as  a  prohibition  to  congress  to  exercise  like  exclu- 
sive legislation  in  any  other  case,  although  their 
cm^sent  should  be  granted,  it  does  not  prohibit  the 
exercise  of  such  jurisdiction  or  power,  within  a 
state,  as  would  be  competent  to  all  the  purposes 
of  internal  improvement.  I  can  conceive  no  ground 
on  which  the  idea  of  such  a  power  over  any  part 
of  the  territory  of  a  state  can  be  inferred  from  the 
power  to  declare  war.  There  never  can  be  an  oc 
rasion  for  jurisdiction  for  military  purposes,  except 


in  fortifications,  dock  yards,  and  the  like  places.—- 
if  the  soldiers  are  in  the  field,  or  are  quait  r:  i  m 
garrisons  without  the  fortifications,  the  civil  aut  <o- 
rity  must  prevail  where  they  are.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  troops  by  martial  law  is  not  affected  by 
it  In  war,  when  the  forces  are  increase  i.  and  the 
movement  is  on  a  greater  scale,  consequences  fol- 
low which  are  inseparable  from  the  exigncies  oi' 
the  state.  More  freedom  of  action,  and  a  wider 
range  of  power,  in  thetnilitary  commanders,  to  be 
exercised  on  their  own  responsibility,  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  the  public  safety;  but,  even  here,  the  - 
civil  authority  of  the  state  never  ceases  to  operate. 
It  is  also  exclusive  for  all  civil  purposes. 

Whether  any  power,  short  of  that  stated,  would 
be  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment,  is  denied.  la  the  case  of  territory,  one  go- 
vernment must  prevail  for  ail  the  purposes  intended 
by  the  grant.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
might  be  modified  in  each  manner  as  to  admit  that 
of  the  state  in  all  cases  and  for  all  purposes  not  ne- 
cessai'y  to  the  execution  of  the  proposed  power.— 
But  the  right  of  the  general  government  must  be 
complete  Tor  all  the  purposes  above  stated.  It 
must  extend  to  the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  the 
property,  if  necessary;  to  the  punishment  of  offen- 
ders for  injuries  to  the  roads  and  canals;  to  the  es- 
tablishment and  enforcement  of  tolls,  &c.  £tc.  It 
must  be  a  complete  right,  to  the  extent  above  stat- 
ed, or  it  will  be  of  no  avail.  That  right  does  not 
exist. 

The  reasons  which  operate  in  favor  of  t^e  right 
of  exclusive  legislation  in  forts,  dock-yards,  &c.  do 
not  apply  to  any  other  places.  The  safety  of  such 
works,  and  of  the  cities  which  they  are  intended  to 
defend,  and  even  of  whole  communities,  may  some- 
limes  depend  on  it.  If  spies  are  admitted  within 
them  in  time  of  war,  they  migl\t  communicate  in- 
telligence to  the  enemy  which  might  be  fatal.  All 
nations  surround  such  works  with  high,  walls,  and 
keep  their  gates  shut.  Bven  here,  however,  three 
important  conditions  are  indispensable  to  such  ex- 
clusive legislation:  First.  The  ground  must  be  re- 
quisite  for,  and  be  applied  to,  those  purposes.  Se- 
cond. It  must  be  purchased.  Third.  It  mtist  be 
purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  state  in  which  it 
may  be.  When  we  find  that  so  much  care  has 
been  taken  to  protect  the  sovereignty  of  the  states 
over  the  territory  within  their  respective  limits, 
admitting  tliat  of  the  United  States  over  such  small 
portions,  and  for  such  special  and  important  pur- 
poses only,  the  conclusion  is  irresistible,  not  only 
that  the  power  necessary  for  internal  improvements 
has  not  been  granted,  but  that  it  has  been  clearly 
prohibited.  s 

I  come  next  to  the  right  to  regulate  commerce, 
the  third  source  from  whence  the  right  to  make  in- 
ternal improvements  is  claimed.  It  is  expressed 
in  the  following  words:  "congress  shall  have  power 
to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  natioiiF,  and 
among  the  several  states  and  with  the  Indian  tvibes." 
The  reasoning  applicable  to  the  preceding  claims 
is  equally  so  to  this.  The  mischief  complained  of 
was,  that  this  power  could  not  be  exercised  willi  .id- 
vantage  by  the  individualstates,  and  the  object  was 
to  transfer  it  to  the  United  States.  The  sense  in 
which  the  power  was  understood  and  exercised  by 
the  states,  was  doubtless  that  in  which  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  United  States.  The  policy  was  the 
same  as  to  three  branches  of  this  grant,  and  it  is 
scarcely  possible  to  separate  the  two  first  from  each 
of  the  other,  in  any  view  which  may  be  taken  of 
the  subject.  The  last  relating  to  the  Indian  tribes, 
is  of  a  nature  distinct  fvom  the  others,  for  reasons 
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too  well  known  to  require  explanation.  Comnnerce 
between  independent  powers  or  communities,  is 
universally  regulated  by  duties  and  imposts.  It 
was  so  regulated  by  the  states  before  tlie  adoption 
of  tbisconstitulion,  equally  in  respect  to  each  other 
and  to  foreign  powers.  The  goods  and  vessels  em- 
ploxcd  in  the  trade  are  the  only  subjects  ot  regu. 
laticii.  It  can  act  on  none  other  A  power  then 
to  impose  such  duties  un^  imposts,  in  regard  to 
foreign  natiors,  and  to  prevent  any  on  the  trade 
betwt  en  the  states,  \|as  the  only  power  granted. 
If  we  recur  to  the  causes  which  produced  the 
adoption  of  this  co'stit\Uion,  we  shall  find  that  in- 
juries, resulting  frum  the  regulation  of  trade  by  the 
giHtes,  respect:vely,  and  the  advantages  anticipat- 
ed from  llie  transfer  of  the  power  to  congress, 
were  among  those  wliich  had  the  most  weight. — 
I:. stead  of  acti..g  as  a  nation  in  regard  to  foreign 
powers,  the  sta', cs,  individually,  had  commenced  a 
system  of  restraint  on  each  other,  whereby  the  in- 
terests of  foreign  powers  were  jiromoted  at  their 
expense.  If  one-  sute  imposed  high  duties  on  the 
goods  or  vessels  of  a  foreign  power,  to  countervail 
th-^  regulations  of  such  pnwt  r,  the  next  a'ljoining 
stales  imposed  liigher  duties,  to  invite  those  articles 
into  their  ports,  that  they  might  be  transferred 
thence  into  the  other  states,  securing  the  duties  to 
^themselves.  This  contracted  policy  in  some  or  the 
states  was  soon  counteracted  by  others.  Restraints 
were  immediately  laid  on  such  commerce  by  the 
suffering  states,  and  thus  had  grown  up  a  state  of 
affairs,  disorderly  and  unnatural,  the  tendency  of 
which  was,  to  destroy  the  union  itself,  and  with  it, 
all  hope  of  realizing  those  blessings,  which  we  had 
anticipated  from  the  glorious  revolution  which  had 
been  so  recently  achieved.  From  this  dejilorable 
dilemma,  or  rather  certain  ruin,  we  were  happily 
-  rescued  by  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

Among  the  first  and  most  important  effects  of 
this  great  revolution,  was  the  complete  abolition  of 
this  pernicious  policy.  The  states  were  brought 
together  by  the  constitution,  as  to  commerce,  into 
one  community,  equally,  in  regard  to  foreign  na- 
tions and  each  other.  The  regulations  that  were 
adopted,  regarded  us,  in  both  respects,  as  one  peo- 
ple. The  duties  and  imposts  that  were  laid  on  the 
vessels  and  merchandise  of  foreign  nations,  were 
all  uniform  throughout  the  United  States,  and,  in 
the  intercourse  between  the  states  themselves,  no 
duties  of  any  kind  were  imposed,  other  than  be- 
tween different  ports  and'counlies  within  the  same 
state. 

This  view  is  supported  by  a  series  of  measures, 
all  of  a  marked  character,  preceding  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution.  As  eavly  as  the  year  1781,  con- 
gress recommended  it  to  the  .states  to  vest  in  the 
United  States,  a  power  to  levy  a  duty  of  five  per 
cent,  on  all  goods  imported  from  foreign  countries 
into  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years. 
In  1783,  this  recommendation,  with  alterations  as 
to  the  kind  of  duties,  and  an  extension  of  this  term 
to  twenty-five  years,  was  repeated,  and  oiore  earn- 
estly urged.  In  1784,  it  was  recommended  to  the 
states  to  authorize  congress  to  prohibit,  under  cer- 
tain modifications,  the  importation  of  goods  from 
foreign  powers  into  the  United  States  for  fifteen 
3'ears,  In  1785,  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
was  resumed,  and  a  proposition  presented  in  a  new 
form,  with  an  address  to  the  states,  explainmg  fully 
the  principles  on  which  a  grant  of  the  power  to  re- 
gulate trade  svas  deemed  indispensable.  In  1786,  a 
rueeting  took  place  at  Annapolis,  of  delegates  from 
several  of  the  states,  on  this  subject,  and,  on  their 
uepoit,  a  convention  was  formed  at  Philadelphia,  , 


the  ensuing  year,  from  all  the  states,  to  whose  de- 
liberations  we  are  indebted  for  the  present  constitu." 
tion. 

In  none  of  these  measures  was  the  subject  of  in- 
ternal improvement  mentioned,  or  even  glanced  at. 
Those  of  1784,  5,  6,  and  7,  leading,  step  by  step, 
to  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  had  in  view, 
only,  the  obtaining  of  a  power  to  enable  congress 
to  regulate  trade  with  foreign  powers.  It  is  mani- 
fest that  the  regulation  of  trade  with  the  several 
states,  was  altogether  a  secondary  object,  suggest- 
ed by  and  adopted  in  connection  with  the  other. 
If  the  power  necessary  to  this  .system  of  improve- 
inent  is  included  under  either  branch  of  this  grant, 
I  should  suppose  that  it  was  the  first,  rather  than 
the  second.  I'he  pretension  to  it,  however,  tinder 
that  branch,  has  never  been  set  up.  In  support  of 
th'.-  claim,  under  the  second,  no  reason  has  been  as- 
signed which  appears  to  have  the  least  weight. 

The  fourth  claim  is  fouiided  on  the  ri^ht  of  con- 
gress to  "pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare"  of  the  United 
States.  This  claim  has  less  reason  on  its  side,  than 
either  of  those  which  we  have  already  examined. — 
The  power  of  which  this  forms  a  part  is  expressed 
in  the  following  words:  "congress  shall  have  power 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excisi^s; 
to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States; 
but  all  duties,  imposts  and  excises,  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States." 

That  the  second  part  of  this  grant  gives  a  right 
to  appropriate  the  public  money,  and  nothing  more, 
is  evident  from  the  following  considerations:  1st. 
If  the  right  of  appropriation  is  not  given  by  this 
clause,  it  is  not  given  at  all,  there  being  no  otiier 
grant  in  the  constitution  which  gives  it  directly,  or 
which  has  any  bearing  on  the  subject,  even  by  im- 
plication, except  the  two  following:  first,  the  pro- 
hibition which  is  contained  in  the  eleventh  of  the 
enumerated  powers  not  to  appropriate  money  for 
the  support  of  armies  for  a  longer  term  than  two 
years;  and^  second,  the  declaration  in  the  sixth  mem- 
ber or  clause  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article, 
that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  i'rom  the  treasury,  but 
in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  bylaw.  Se- 
cond. This  part  of  the  grant  has  none  of  the  cha- 
racteristics of  a  distinct  and  original  power.  It  is 
manifestly  incidental  to  the  gt'eat  objects  of  tiie 
fir.st  branch  of  the  grant,  which  authorizes  congress 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises; 
a  power  of  vast  extent,  not  granted  by  the  confede- 
ration,  the  grant  of  v/hich  formed  one  of  the  princi- 
pal  inducements  to  the  adoption  cf  this  constitution. 
If  both  parts  of  the  grant  are  taken  together,  as 
they  must  be,  for  the  one  follows  immediately  after 
the  other  in  the  same  sentence,  it  seems  to  be  im- 
possible to  give  to  the  latter  any  other  construction 
than  tiiat  contended  for.  Congress  shall  have  pow- 
er to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  ex- 
cises. For  what  purpose.'  To  pay  the  debts  anl 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States — an  arrangement  and 
phraseology  which  clearly  shew  that  the  latter 
part  of  the  clause  was  intended  to  enumerate  the 
purposes  to  which  the  money  thus  raised  might  be 
appropriated.  Thirdly.  If  this  is  not  the  real  ob- 
ject and  fair  construction  of  the  second  part  of  this 
grant,  it  follows  either  that  it  has  no  import  or  ope- 
ration whatever,  or  one  of  much  greater  extent 
than  the  first  part.  This  presumption  is  evidently 
groundless  in  both  instances;  in  the  first,  because 
no  part  of  the  constitution  can  be  considered  as 
useless;  no  sentence  or' clause  in  it  without  a  mean- 
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jnjj.  In  the  second,  because  such  a  construction  as 
miide  the  second  part  of  tlie  clause  an  origfinal 
grant,  tmbiucir.i^  the  same  object  with  the  first, 
but  with  miicl)  greater  pdwer  than  it,  would  be  in 
tile  hig-he St  degree  absurd.  Ttie  order  jjenerally 
observed  m  grants,  an  order  Ibunded  In  coa.mon 
sense,  since  it  promotes  a  clt-ur  underetandin!^  of 
Iheir  import,  vs  to  grant  the  ])v)wer  intended  to  be 
ccnvevc'd  inljie  most  full  and  explicit  manner,  and 
then,  lo  e:^|jluin  or  qualify  it,  if  explanation  or  cjuali- 
iication  shoultl  be  neccssarv.  '1  tiis  order  has,  it  is 
believed,  been  invariably  observetl,  in  all  tlie  j^rants 
contained  in  I  be  constitution,  in  the  second,  be- 
cause, if  the  clause  in  question  is  not  construed 
merely  as  an  f.uthoi-ity  to  appropriate  the  public 
inoney,  it  nuisl  be  obvious  tliat  it  conveys  a  power  of 
indefinite  and  unlimited  extent;  that  there  would 
have  been  no  use  for  the  special  pov.ers  to  raise 
and  support  armies  and  a  navy;  to  regulate  com- 
merce; to  call  forth  the  militia;  or  even  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises.  An  im- 
qualified  ])o\ver  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare,  as  the 
second  part  of  tliis  clause  would  be,  if  cons-dered 
as  a  distinct  and  separate  grant,  would  extciu^  to 
every  object  in  which  tiie  public  could  be  inte- 
rested. A  povier  to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence  would  give  to  congress  the  command  of  the 
whole  force,  and  of  all  the  resources  of  tkie  union; 
but  a  right  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare  would 
go  much  I'urther.  It  would,  in  effect,  break  down 
all  the  barriers  between  the  states  and  the  general 
government,  and  consolidate  the  whole  under  the 
tatter.         • 

The  powers  specifically  granted  to  congress,  are 
what  are  called  the  enumerated  powers,  and  are 
numliered  in  tiie  order  in  which  they  stand,  among 
wliich  that  contained  in  the  first  clause  holds  the 
first  place  in  point  of  importance.  If  the  power 
created  by  the  latter  part  of  the  clause,  is  consider- 
<'d  an  original  grant,  unconnected  with,  and  inde- 
pendent of,  the  first,  as  in  that  case  it  must  be,  then 
the  first  part  is  entirely  done  away,  as  are  all  the 
other  grants  in  the  constitution,  being  completely 
absorbtd  in  the  transcendant  power  granted  in  the 
fatter  part.  }3ut  if  the  clause  be  construed  in  the 
sense  contended  for,  then  every  part  has  an  im- 
portant meaning  and  effect;  not  a  line,  a  word,  in 
:t,  is  superfluous.  A  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts  and  excises,  subjects  to  the  call  of 
congress  every  branch  of  liie  pulilic  revenue,  in- 
ternal an<l  external;  and  the  addition  to  pay  the 
debts  and  provide  lor  the  common  defence  and  ge- 
neral welfare,  gives  the  right  of  applying  the  money 
raised,  that  is,  of  appropriating  it  to  the  purposes 
specified,  according  to  a  proper  construction  of  the 
terms.  Hence  it  folk  ws,  that  it  is  the  first  part  of 
the  clause  only,  whicii  gives  a  power  which  afTects 
in  any  manner  the  power  remaining  to  the  stales;  as 
the  power  to  raise  money  from  the  people,  whether 
it  be  by  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  or  excises,  though 
concurrent  in  the  states,  as  to  taxes  and  excises, 
must  nesessarily  do.  But  the  use  or  application  of 
the  money,  after  it  is  raised,  is  a  power  altoge- 
ther of  a  different  character.  It  imposed  no  bur- 
then on  the  people,  nor  can  it  .act  on  them  in  a 
sense  to  take  power  from  the  states,  or  in  any  sense 
in  which  power  can  be  controverted,  or  become  a 
question  between  the  two  governments.  The  ap- 
plication of  money  raised  under  a  lawful  power, 
is  a  rirjht  or  grant  which  may  be  abused.  It  may 
be  a])p!ied  paVtiaUy  among  the  states,  or  to  impro- 
per purposes  in  our  foreign  and  domestic  concerns; 
bu\  sli'l    it  is   a  r>rwer  nc  u.'it  in  the  =ense  ot 


other  powers,  since  the  only  complaint  whicli  any 
state  can  make  of  such  p  irtialily  and  abuse,  i.s,  that 
some  other  state  or  states  have  obtained  greater  be- 
nefit  from  the  application,  than  by  ii  just  rule  of  ap- 
portionment  they  ware  entitled  to.  The  right  of 
appropriation  is,  therefore,  from  its  nature,  secon- 
dary and  incidental  lo  the  right  of  raising  money, 
and  it  Was  proper  lo  place  it  in  the  same  gr;!nt  and 
same  clause  with  that  right.  By  findiiig  them,  theii» 
in  that  ordei",  we  sec  a  new  proof  of  the  sense  in 
which  the  grant  was  made,  corresponding  with  the 
view  herein  taicen  of  it. 

The  last  part  of  tliis  grant,  which  provides  that 
all  duties,  imposts  and  excises,  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  t!ie  United  States,  furnishes  anotiier 
strong  proof  that  it  was  not  intended  that  the  se- 
contl  part  should  constitute  a  distinct  grant,  in  the 
sense  above  slated,  or  convey  any  other  right  than 
that  of  appropriation.  This  provision  operates  ex- 
clusively on  the  pov.er  granted  in  the  first  part  of 
the  clause.  It  recites  three  branches  of  that  povv- 
er — duties,  imposts,  and  excises — those  only  on 
which  it  could  operate;  the  rule  by  which  die  fourth, 
that  is,  taxes,  should  be  laid,  being  already  provid- 
ed for  in  another  part  of  the  constitution.  'I'he  ob* 
ject  of  thi ;  provision  is,  to  secure  a  just  equality 
among  the  states  in  the  exercise  of  that  power  by 
congress.  Uy  placing  it  after  both  the  grants;  that 
is,  after  that  to  raise  and  that  to  appropriate  thft 
public  money,  and  making  it  apply  to  the  first  onl}', 
shews  that  it  was  not  intencled  that  the  powar 
granted  in  the  second  should  be  paramount  to,  and 
destroy,  that  granted  in  the  first.  It  shews,  also, 
that  no  such  formidable  power  as  that  suggested 
had  been  granted  in  the  secand,  or  any  power^ 
against  the  abiase  of  which  it  was  thought  necessary 
specially  to  provide.  Surely,  if  it  was  deemed  pro- 
per to  guard  a  specific  power  of  limited  extent  and 
well  known  import,  against  injustice  and  abuse,  it 
would  have  been  much  more  so  to  hav^  guarded 
against  the  abuse  of  a  power  of  such  vast  extent, 
and  so  indefinite,  as  would  have  been  granted  by 
the  second  part  of  the  clause,  if  considered  as  a 
distinct  and  original  grant. 

With  this  construction  all  the  other  enumerated 
grants,  and  indeed  all  thegrants  of  power,  contain- 
ed in  the  constitution,  have  their  full  operatioa 
and  effect.  They  ail  stand  well  togethei-,  fulfil- 
ling the  great  purposes  intended  by  them.  Un- 
der it  we  behold  a  great  scheme,  consistent  in  all 
its  parts,  a  government  instituted  for  national  pur- 
poses, vi^sted  with  adequate  powers  for  those  pur- 
jxises,  commencing  with  the  most  important  of  all, 
that  of  revenue,  and  proceeding,  in  regular  order, 
to  the  others,  with  which,  it  was  deemed  proper  to 
endow  it,  all  too  drawn  with  the  utmost  circum- 
spection and  care.  How  much  more  consistent  is 
this  construction,  with  the  great  objects  of  the  in- 
stitution, and  with  the  high  character  of  the  en- 
lightened and  patriotic  citizens  who  framed  it,  as 
well  as  of  those  who  ratified  it,  than  one  wliich 
subverts  every  sound  principle  and  rule  of  con- 
struction and  throws  eveiy  thing  into  confusion. 

I  have  dwelt  thus  long  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject,  from  an  earnest  desire  to  fix,  in  a  clear  and 
satisfactory  manner,  the  import  of  the  second  part 
of  this  grant,  well  knowing,  from  the  generality  of 
the  terms  used,  tluir  tendency  fo  lead  into  error. 
I  indulge  a  strong  hope  that  the  view  herein  pre- 
sented will  not  be  without  effect,  but  will  tend  to 
satisfy  the  unprejudiced  and  impartial  that  nutliijig 
more  was  granted,  by  that  p:'.rt,  than  a  power  to 
(ipliropridtrth?'  public  money  raised  under  the  other 
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part.     To  what  extent  thai  power  may  be  carried 
will  be  the.  next  object  of  inquiry. 

It  is  contended,  on  tlie  one  side,  that,  as  the  na- 
tional g-overnment  is  a  government  ot  hmited  pow 
ers,  it  has  no  right  to  e.xpend  money,  except  in  the 
performance  of  acts  authorized  by  the  other  speci- 
lie  grants,  according'  to  a  strict  construcion  of 
their  powers;  that  this  grant,  in  neitht;r  of  its 
branches,  gives  to  congress  discretionary  power  of 
any  kind,  but  is  a  mere  instrument,  in  ils  hands,  to 
carry  into  cfiVct  the  powers  contained  in  the  other 
grants.  To  this  construction  I  was  inchned  in  the 
more  earlj"  ststge  of  ourgnvernment;  but,  on  further 
reflection  und  observation,  my  mind  has  under 
gone  a  change,  fur  reasons  which  I  will  frankly  un- 
iold 

The  grant  consists,  as  heretofore  observed,  of  a 
twofold  power;  the  first  to  raise,  and  the  second  to 
appropriate,  the  public  money,  and  the  ternis  used 
in  both  instances  are  general  and  unqualified. — 
Each  branch  was  obviously  drawn  with  a  view  to 
the  other,  and  the  import  of  each  tends  to  illus- 
trate that  of  the  other.  The  grant  to  raise  mo- 
ney, gives  a  power  over  every  subject  from  which 
revenue  may  be  drawn,  and  is  made  in  the  same 
manner  with  llie  grants  to  declare  war,  to  raise 
and  support  armies  and  a  navy,  to  regulate  com 
mercc,  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,  and 
with  all  tht-  other  specific  grants  to  the  general  go 
vernment.  In  the  discharge  of  the  powers  contain- 
ed in  any  of  these  grants,  there  is  no  other  check 
than  that  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  great  princi- 
ples of  our  sjstem,  the  responsibility  of  the  re- 
presentative to  his  constituents.  If  war,  for  ex- 
ample, is  necessary,  and  congress  declare  it  for 
good  cause,  tlieir  constituents  will  support  them  in 
it.  A  like  support  will  be  given  them  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duties  under  any  and 
every  other  power  vested  in  IheHJnited  States. — 
It  afi'ords  to  the  friends  of  our  free  governments  the 
irost  heart  felt  coneolation  to  know,  and  from  the 
best  evidence,  our  own  experience,  that,  in  great 
emergencies,  the  boldest  measures,  such  as  form 
the  strongest  appeals  to  the  virtue  and  patriotism 
of  the  people,  are  sure  to  obtain  their  most  decid- 
ed approbation.  13'it  should  the  representative 
act  corruptly,  and  betray  his  trust,  or  otherwise 
prove  that  he  was  unworthy  of  the  confidence  of 
his  constituents,  he  would  be  equally  sure  to  lose 
it,  and  to  be  removed  and  otherwise  censured,  ac- 
cording to  his  deserts.  The  power  to  raise  money 
by  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises,  is  alike  un- 
qualified, nor  do  I  see  any  check  on  the  exercise 
of  it,  other  than  that  which  applies  to  the  other 
powers  above  recited,  the  responsibility  of  the  re- 
presentative to  his  constituents.  Congress  know 
the  extent  of  the  public  engagements,  and  the 
sums  necessary  to  meet  them;  they  know  how 
much  may  be  derived  from  each  branch  of  revenue 
without  pressing  it  too  far;  and,  paying  due  regard 
to  the  interests  of  the  people,  they  likewise  know 
■which  branch  ought  to  be  resorted  to,  in  the  first 
instance.  From  the  commencement  of  the  govern 
ment,  two  branches  of  this  power,  duties  and  im 
posts,  have  been  in  constant  operation,  the  re- 
venue from  which  has  supported  the  government 
in  its  various  branches,  und  met  its  other  ordinary 
engagements.  Tn  great  emergencies,  the  other 
two,  taxes  and  excises,  have  likewise  been  resort 
ed  to,  anil  neither  was  the  right  or  the  policy  ever 
called  in  question. 

If  we  look  to  the  second  branch   of  this  power, 

"^hat  which    authorizes    the   appropriation   of   the 

Hioney  thus  rj^ised,  we  find  that  it  is  not  less  gene- 


ral and  unqualified  than  the  power  to  raise  it. — 
More  comprehensive  terms  than  to  "pay  the  debts 
and  provide  for  the  cominon  defence  and  general 
welfare,"  could  not  have  been  used.  So  intimate- 
ly connected  with,  and  dependant  on,  each  other, 
are  these  two  branches  of  power,  that,  had  either 
been  limited,  the  limitation  woidd  have  had  the 
like  effect  on  the  other.  Had  the  power  to  raise 
money  been  conditional,  or  restricted  to  special 
purposes,  the  appropriation  must  havecorr:'spond- 
ed  with  it,  for  none  but  the  money  raised  could  be 
appropriated,  nor  could  it  be  appropriated  toother 
purposes  than  those  which  were  permitted  On 
the  other  hand,  if  the  right  of  appropriation  had 
been  restiicted  to  certain  purposes,  it  would  be 
useless  and  improper  to  raise  more  than  would  be 
adequate  to  those  purposes,  It  may  fairly  be  in- 
ferred that  these  restraints  or  checks  have  been 
carefully  and  intentionally  avoided.  The  power, 
in  each  branch,  isalike  broad  and  unqualified,  and 
each  is  drawn  with  peculiar  fitness  to  the  other;  the 
latter  requiring  terms  of  great  extent  and  force  to 
accommodate  the  former,  which  have  been  adopt- 
ed, and  both  placed  in  the  same  clanse  and  sen- 
tence. Can  it  be  presumed  that  all  these  circum- 
stances were  so  iiiculy  adjusted  by  mere  accident,' 
Is  it  not  more  just  to  conclude  that  they  were  the 
result  of  due  deliberation  and  design.'  Had  it  been 
intended  that  congress  should  be  restricted  in  the 
appropriation  ot  the  public  money  to  such  expen- 
ditures  as  were  authorized  by  a  rigid  construction 
of  the  other  specific  grants,  how  easy  would  it 
have  been  to  have  provided  for  it  by  a  declaration 
to  that  effect.  The  omission  of  such  declaration  is 
therefore  an  additional  proof  that  it  vvas  not  in- 
tended that  the  grant  should  be  so  construed. 

It  was  evidently  impossible  to  have  subjected 
this  grant,  in  either  branch,  to  such  restriction  with- 
out exposing  the  government  to  very  serious  em- 
barrassment. How  carry  it  into  eHecl'  'f  the 
grant  hadjbeen  made  in  any  degree  dependant  up- 
on the  states,  the  government  would  have  experi- 
enced the  fate  of  the  confederation.  Like  it,  it 
would  have  withered  and  soon  perished.  Had  the 
Supreme  court  been  authorized,  or  should  any  other 
tribunal,  distinct  from  the  government,  be  autho- 
rized, to  interpose  its  veto,  and  to  say,  that  more 
money  had  beea  raised  under  either  branch  of  tiiis 
power,  that  is,  by  taxes,  duties,  imposts  cr  excises, 
than  was  necessary;  that  such  a  tax  or  duty  was 
useless;  that  the  appropriation  to  this  or  that  pur- 
pose was  unconstitutional,  the  movement  might 
have  been  sus]jended,  and  the  whole  system  dis- 
organizeil.  It  was  impossible  to  have  created  a  pow- 
er within  the  government,  or  any  other  power  dis- 
tinct from  congress  and  the  executive,  which  should 
control  the  movement  of  the  government  in  this  re- 
spect, and  not  destroy  it.  Had  it  been  declared, 
by  a  clause  in  the  constitution,  that  the  expendi- 
tures under  this  grant  should  be  restricteil  to  the 
construction  which  might  be  given  of  tha  other 
grants,  such  restraint,  though  the  most  innocent, 
could  not  have  failed  to  have  had  an  injurious  ef- 
feet  on  the  vital  principles  of  the  government,  and 
often  on  its  most  important  measures.  Those  who 
might  wish  to  dci'eat  a  measure  proposed,  might 
construe  the  power  relied  on  in  support  of  it,  in 
a  narrow  and  contracted  mariner,  and  in  that  way 
fix  a  precedent  inconsistent  with  the  true  import 
of  the  grant.  At  other  times,  those  who  favored 
a  measure,  might  give  to  the  power  relied  on  a 
forced  or  strained  construction,  and,  succeeding 
in  the  object,  fix  a  precedent  in  the  opposite  ex- 
Ireine.    Thus  it  is  manifest,  that,  if  the  right  oi" 
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appropriation 'be  cimfiiied  to  tiiut  limit,  measures  i 
mas  otUntimes  be  carried,  op  defeated,  by  consi- 
derations and  motives  altogether  independent  of, 
and  unconnected  with,  their  merits,  and  the  seve- 
ral powers  of  congress  receive  constructions  equal- 
ly inconsistent  with  their  true  import.  No  such  de- 
clarauon,  however,  has  been  made,  and  from  the 
fair  import  of  the  grant,  and,  indeed,  its  piiSitive 
terms,  the  inference  that  sucli  was  intended,  seems 
to  be  precluded. 

Many  considerations  of  great  weight  operate  in 
favor  of  this  couslruction,  while  I  do  not  perceive 
any  serious  objection  to  it.  If  it  be  estabiislied,  it 
follow  s,  that  the  words  "to  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare,"  have  a  definite,  safe 
and  useful  meaning.  The  idea  of  their  forming 
an  original  grant,  with  unlimited  power,  supersed- 
ing -very  other  grant,  is  abandoned.  They  will  be 
consTdered,  simply,  as  conveying  a  right  of  appro- 
priation; a  right  inilispensable  to  that  of  raising  a 
revenue,  and  necessary  to  expenditures  under 
every  grant.  By  it,  as  already  observed,  no  new 
power  n  di  be  taken  from  the  states,  the  money  to 
be  appropriated  being  raised  under  a  power  alrea- 
dy granted  to  congress.  By  it,  too,  the  motive  for 
giving  a  forced  or  strained  construction  to  any  of 
the  other  specific  grants  will,  in  most  instances,  be 
diminished,  and,  in  many,  utterly  destroyed.  The 
importance  of  this  consideration  cannot  be  too 
highly  estimated,  since,  in  addition  to  the  exam- 
ples already  given,  it  ought  particularly  to  be  re- 
collected, that,  to  whatever  extent  any  specific 
power  may  be  carried,  the  right  of  juiisdictiow  goes 
with  it,  pursuing  it  through  all  its  incidents.  Ihe 
very  important  agency  whicli  this  grant  has  in  car- 
rying into  eRect  every  otiier  grant,  is  a  strong  ar- 
gument  in  favor  of  the  construction  contended  for. 
AH  the  other  grants  are'  limited  by  the  nature  of 
the  offices  which  they  have  severally  to  perform, 
each  conveying  a  power  lo  do  a  certain  thing,  and 
that  only,  whereas  this  is  co  extensive  with  the 
great  scheme  of  the  government  itself.  It  is  the 
lever  which  raises  and  puts  the  whole  machinery 
in  motion,  and  continues  the  movement.  Should 
either  of  the  other  grants  fail,  in  consequence  of 
any  condition  or  limitation  attached  to  it,  or  mis- 
construction  of  its  powers,  much  injury  might  fol- 
low but  still  it  would  be  the  failure  of  one  branch 
of  power,  of  one  item  in  the  system  only.  All  the 
others  might  move  on.  But  should  the  right  to 
raise  and  appropriate  the  pnblic  money  be  impro- 
perly  restricted,  the  whole  system  might  be  se^si. 
bly  affected,  if  not  disorganized.  Each  of  the 
other  gratjts  is  limited  by  the  nature  of  the  grant 
itself.  This,  by  the  nature  of  the  government 
onlv.  Hence,  it  became  necessary,  that,  like  the 
power  to  declare  war,  this  power  should  be  com- 
mensurate with  the  great  scheme  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  with  all  its  purposes. 

If  then  the  right  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  pub- 
lie  money  is  not  restricted  to  the  expenditures  un- 
der the  other  specific  grants,  according  to  a  strict 
construction  of  their  powers,  respectively,  is  there 
no  limitation  to  it.'  Have  congress  a  right  lo  raise 
and  appropriate  the  public  money  to  any,  and  to  eve- 
ry purpose,  according  to  their  will  and  pleasure.' 
They  certainly  have  not.  The  government  of  the 
United  States  is  a  limited  government,  instituted 
for  great  national  purposes,  and  for  those  only  — 
pther  interests  are  committed  to  tiie  states  whose 
duty  it  is  to  provide  for  them.  Each  government 
should  look  to  the  great  and  essential  purposes  for 
which  it  was  instituted,  and  confine  itself  to  those 
purposee.    A  state  governmtnt  will  rarely,  if  ever, 


apply  money  to  national  purposes,  without  mak- 
ing it  a  charge  to  the  nation.  The  people  of 
the  state  would  not  permit  it.  Nor  will  congress 
be  apt  to  apply  money  in  aid  of  the  state  adminis- 
trations,  for  purposes  strictly  local,  in  which  the 
nation  at  large  has  no  interest,  although  the  state 
should  desire  it.  The  people  of  the  other  states 
would  condemn  it.  They  would  declare  that  con- 
gress had  no  right  to  tax  them  for  such  a  purpose, 
and  dismiss,  at  the  next  election,  such  of  their  re- 
presentatives as  had  voted  for  the  measure,  espe- 
cially if  it  siiould  be  severely  felt.  I  do  not  think 
ihatin  ofiices  of  this  kind,  there  is  much  danger  of 
the  two  governments  mistaking  their  interests  or 
their  duties.  I  rather  expect  that  they  would 
soon  have  a  clear  and  distinct  understanding  of 
them,  and  move  on  in  great  harmony. 

Good  roads  and  canals  will  promote  many  very 
important  national  purposes.  They  will  facilitate 
the  operations  of  war,  the  movements  of  troops, 
the  transportation  of  cannon,  of  provisions,  and 
every  warlike  store,  much  to  our  advantage  and 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  enemy  in  time  of  war. 
Good  roads  will  facilitate  the  transportation  of 
the  mail,  und  tjjereby  promote  the  purposes  of 
commerce  and  po!itic:iI  intelligence  among  the 
people.  They  will,  by  being  properly  directed 
to  these  objects,  enhance  the  value  of  our  va- 
cant lands,  a  treasure  of  vast  resource  to  the 
nation.  To  the  appropriation  of  the  public  mo- 
ney  to  improvements,  having  these  objects  in 
view,  and  carried  to  a  certain  extent,  I  do  not  see 
any  well-founded  constitutional  objection. 

In  reprd  to  bur  foreign  concerns,  provided  they 
are  managed  with  integrity  and  ability,  gre  .t  libe- 
rality is  allowable  in  the  application  of  the  public 
money.  In  the  management  of  the.se  concerns,  no 
state  interests  can  be  affected;  no  state  rights  viola- 
ted. The  complete  and  exclusive  control  over 
them  is  vested  in  congress.  The  power  to  form 
treaties  of  alliance  and  commerce  with  foreign 
powers;  to  regulate  by  law  our  commerce  with 
the:n;  to  determine  on  peace  or  war;  to  raise  ar- 
mies and  a  navy;  to  call  forth  the  militia,  and  di- 
rect their  operations,  belongs  to  tlie  general  go- 
vernmert.  These  great  powers,  embracing  the 
whole  scope  of  our  foreign  relations,  being  granted, 
on  what  principle  can  it  be  said  that  the  minor  are 
withheld.'  Are  not  the  latter  clearly  and  evident- 
ly comprised  in  the  former.'  Nations  are  some- 
times called  upon  to  perform  to  each  other  acts  of 
humanity  and  kindness,  of  which  we  see  so  many 
illustrious  e.xamples  between  individuals  in  private 
life.  Great  calamities  make  appeals  to  the  benevo- 
lence of  mankind,  which  ought  not  to  be  rcsistsid. 
Good  offices  in  such  emergencies  exalt  the  charac- 
ter of  the  p:trty  rendering  them.  By  exciting 
grateful  feelings  they  soften  the  intercourse  be- 
tween natiou.s,  and  tend  to  prevent  war.  Surelv,  if 
the  United  States  have  a  right  to  make  war,  they 
have  a  right  to  prevent  it.  How  was  it  possible  to 
grant  to  congress  a  power  for  such  minor  purposes, 
other  than  in  general  term?,  comprising  it  within 
the  scope  and  policy  of  that  which  conveyed  it  for 
the  greater? 

The  right  of  appropriation  is  nothing  more  than 
a  right  to  apply  the  public  money  to  this  or  that 
purpose.  It  has  na  incidental  power,  nor  does  it 
(Irav/  after  it  any  consequences  of  tliat  kind.  All 
that  congress  could  do  under  it,  in  the  case  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  would  be  to  appropriate  thu 
money  necessary  to  make  them.  For  every  act  re- 
quiring legislative  sanction  or  support,  the  state 
authority  must  be  relied  on.     The  condemnation 
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of  the  land,  if  the  proprietors  should  refuse  to  sell 
it,  the  establishment  of  turnpikes  and  toll^,  and  the 
protection  of  the  work,  when  finished,  must  be 
done  by  tlie  state.  To  these  purposes  the  powers 
of  the  general  jjovernment  are  believed  to  be  ut- 
terly incompetent. 

fTo  be  conchided.J 


Health.  We  have  felt  g-rateful  to  Providence 
for  the  uncommonly  fine  season  that  we  have  had, 
hopinj^  that  none  of  our  cities  would  have  been 
alarmed  by  the  appearance  of  yellow  fever.  Their 
general  health,  certainly,  never  was  better  tliim  it 
is  now.  Even  at  New  Orleans,  the  cases  of  a  malig- 
nant  nature,  if  any  exist,  do  not  appear  to  have 
excited  much  attention.  But,  lately,  a  \'t\v  in- 
stances of  yellow  malig'nant  fever  have  happened 
in  Xaw  York,  and  some  few  persons  have  died 
therewith.  It  is  resolved  to  fence  up  the  district 
in  which  tliose  cases  appeared.  The  season  is  so 
far  advanced  tiiat,  if  enerc^etic  measures  are  used, 
we  trust  that  tlie  health  of  New- York  will  be  main- 
tained; but  it  is  the  practice  there  rather  to  look 
abroad  for  this  dreadful  disease  tlian  to  seek  for  its 
causes  at  home.  The  experience  that  \ie  have  had 
of  it  in  Baltimore,  has  convinced  neaMy  every  per- 
son here  that  it  is  strictly  local  and  not  contagious. 

The  K.IVT.  The  disputes  among  the  navy  offi- 
cers at  Boston,  and  the  criminations  and  recrimina- 
lions  that  have  been  made,  have  assumed  a  most 
unpleasant  aspect,  and  must  result  in  some  injury 
10  the  service,  let  who  be  acquitted  or  convicted, 
by  law  or  in  public  opinion,  that  may.  We  shall  not 
enter  into  the  merit  of  tiiese  matters,  for  the  rea- 
son that  we  cannot  afibrd  the  room  necessary  to 
give  the  conflictinpr  statements  which  should  be 
presented,  if  the  affair  is  touched  at  all.  A  court 
of  inquiry  has  been  gr.^nted  to  captain  Hull,  at  his 
ie]jeatcd  request,  and  he  has  also  instituted  two 
civil  actions  at  Boston  against  certain  persons  for 
tlie  publication  of  articles  regarded  as  abusive  of 
his  character.  We  should  suppose  that  this  is  the 
best  manner  of  proceeding  and  least  liable  to  ob- 
jection of  any  other  that  can  be  suggested,  to  elicit 
\he  truth:  but  it  is  extremely  unfortunate  that  any 
cause,  pro  or  con,  should  have  existed  for  such  pro- 
♦  ceedings. 

MEssas.  IIoxT  AND  llussEn.  A  long  letter  is 
published  by  Mr.  Seth  Hunt,  dated  Albany,  27th 
.July,  1822,  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Russell, 
detailing  the  basis  of  his  accusation  against  that  gen- 
tleman, for  communicating  information  to  a  mer- 
cantile house  in  London  of  the  progress  a^nd prospects 
of  the.negociations  at  Ghent. 

Mr.  Hunt  relates  that  he  received  an  account  of 
those  proceedings  from  a  gentleman,  (now  a  respec- 
table merchant  of  London),  who  was  in  the  confi- 
dence of  Messrs.  Thomas  Mullett,  I.  I,  Evans  and 
Co.  "who  were  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished American  commercial  houses"  in  that 
city.  He  speaks  of  the  character  of  Mr.  Mullett, 
his  attachment  to  the  United  States  (having  resided 
therein),  and  his  kindness  and  hospitality  to  Ameri- 
cans  in  London,  his  intimacy  with  Mr.  Uussell,  Stc. 
and  then  proceeds  thus — 

"It  may  also  be  proper  to  state,  that  Mr.  I.  L 
Kvans,  a  very  enlightened  and  distinguished  mer- 
chant, and  one  of  the  partners  of  Mr.  Thomas  Mul- 
lett, died  about  the  time  of,  or  just  previous  to  the 
declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States  against 
(ireat  Britain,  in  June,  1312;  and  th.it  Mr.  Thomas 
Mullett,  the  senior  partner,  died  in  December,  1814, 


during  the  pendency  ofthenegociations  at  Ghent 
leaving  to  his  son,  the  junior  and  sole  surviving' 
partner  of  his  loi>g  establisiied  house,  a  large  for- 
tune,  and  probably  the  most  extensive  and  Valua- 
ble American  business,  (particularly  with  New 
York),  at  that  time  enjoyed  by  any  commercial 
house  in  London. 

"Having  known  that  respectable  house  for  many 
years,  and  experienced  from  them  many  acts  of 
kindness  and  hospitality,  it  is  painful  to  ine  to  ob- 
serve, and  still  more  painful  to  me  to  know,  that, 
under  all  these  advantages,  and  within  only  ninety 
days,  or  there:i''-u  s,  from  the  day  of  the  death  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Mullett,  his  son,  from  onuses  wliicli 
win  be  fully  explained  in  the  sequel,  was  over-" 
wiielmed  in  ruin,  having,  from  over-cor.fident  spe- 
culution,  SJiHered  in  that  short  period  the  loss,  not 
only  of  the  entire  fortune  bft  him  by  his  father, 
but  become  indebted  in  an  amount  greatly  beyond 
his  means  to  discliarge. 

"It  was  during  a  conversation  with  my  informant, 
upon  this  afflicting  calam.ly,  the  fatal  effects  of 
which  reached  many  persons  in  the  United  States, 
that  he  gave  me  the  following  narrative,  to  account 
for  the  cause  of  the  disasters,  which  had  so  sud- 
denly befallen  that  amiable  and  modest  young 
man. 

"He  stated  that,  during  the  negociation  at  Ghent, 
between  the  British  and  American  commissioners, 
Mr.  Jonathan  liussell,  one  of  the  commissioners, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  conveyed  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Mullett,  (of  the  a;iid  house  of  Thomas  Mul- 
lett, I.  I.  Evans  £4  Co.),  from  lime  to  time,  and  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  regular  advices  as  to  the  pro- 
gress and  prospects  of  the  negociation  at  Ghent. 
Confiding  in  tlie  correctness  of  the  inlbrmation  so 
received,  that  house  made  immense  purchases  of 
cotton  and  other  American  products,  which  were 
unfortunately  held  by  the  surviving-  partners,  un- 
til  the  sudden  and  unexpected  occurrence  of 
peace,  like  a  destructive  whirlwind,  swept  away 
his  fortune. 

"It  is  necessary  here  to  state,  which  I  do  upon 
the  authority  of  my  informant,  and  upon  the  infor- 
mation derived  from  a  highly  respectable  mer- 
chant now  in  New  York,  but  who  was  in  London 
during  the  pendency  of  the  negociations  at  Ghent, 
that,  from  the  moment  that  Mr.  Kussell  received 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Mullett, 
he  suspended  all  further  communication  to  that 
house.  And,  notwithstanding  the  surviving?,  part- 
ner received  no  further  advices  from  Mr.  Uussell, 
and  was  informed,  from  another  and  fiiendly  quar. 
ter,  that  a  peace  would  certainly  be  concluded  in 
a  few  days;  and  th.at,  in  consequence  of  the  death 
of  his  father,  he  would  not  receive  any^further  ad- 
vices from  Mr.  Russell,  lie  would  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  believe  it,  and  though  repeatedly  urged 
to  sell  out,  he  declined  doing  so,  fatally  confiding 
in  the  accuracy  of  the  information  and  advices  al- 
ready  received,  and  blindly  persisting  in  the  be- 
lief, that  had  any  changes  favorable  to  the  conclu- 
sion of  peace  occurred  at  Ghent,  Mr.  Russell 
would,  in  good  faith,  have  continued  his  communi- 
cations and  advices  to  the  house,  the  same  as  though 
his  father  had  been'  living. 

"Such  was  in  substance  the  information  I  receiv- 
ed from  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  allude,  and  by 
whose  testimony,  and  by  that  of  the  other  confi- 
dential persons  at  that  time  in  the  house  of  Messrs. 
Mullett,  Evans  &  Co.  I  expect  to  be  able  to  estab- 
lish the  truth  of  the  imputations  I  intended  to  con- 
vey by  the  queries  I  aklressed  to  you,  under  the 
signature  of  ««v3;7>/."  „ 
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«<I  think  it  proper  also  to  apprise  you,  that  I  shall 
emJeavorto  prove,  by  the  testimoi-.y  of  a  person 
now  in  Fiance,  and  by  the  oaths  of  two  gentlemen 
now  in  New  York,  that  Mr.  Jonathan  Russell  did 
also  communicate  to  another  person  in  London,  in- 
formation as  to  the  progress  and  prospects  of  the 
negociation  at  Ghent,  ajid  that  the  fnt  private  in- 
Jonnalion  of  the  peace  received  in  London  ~.i<as  con- 
veyed by  lum  to  that  person.^' 


Titw  wonK.  Mr.Litteli,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Mr. 
Henry,  of  New  York,  jointly  propose  to  pubhsii  a 
monliily  joun.al,  to  be  entitled  tiw  .Museum  oj jo- 
reign  literature  and  scie.icc,  to  he  conducted  l»j  Ito- 
bet  I  iralshyjuu."  The  numbers  to  make  two  hand 
some  volumes  in  a  year,  at  six  dollars  per  annum, 
j;ayable  in  ?.dvance,  or  on  the  receipt  of  'Ue  first 
number. 

The  object  of  this  work  is  stated  to  be  to  select 
from  the  liiiiish,  French,  and  other  periodical 
works,  a  mass  of  hterary  and  scienlilic  intelligence, 
which  generally  does  not  reach  the  American  pub- 
lic and  to  contain  only  such  article  s  as  are  believed 
to  be  interesting  to  the  American  people.     It  is  as 


Ohio  canal.  If  all  the  accounts  which  have 
been  published  in  the  papers  be  correct,  it  is  gra- 
tifying to  learn  that  our  state  is  so  admirably  calcu- 
lated by  nature  to  invite  the  spirit  of  enterprize  to 
internal  improvements.  Th^  following  statement 
of  the  altitude  of  the  summit  levels  on  the  differ- 
ent routes,  is  probably  correct,  to  wit: 

By  the  sources  of  the  Grand  and  Mahoning  riverf , 
349  feet;  Cuyahoga  and  Tuscarawas,  4Gl;  Llack 
river  and  Klllbuck,  338i;  first  summit  on  the  niid- 
dle  route  by  Main  Sandusky  and  Little  Scioto,  376; 
second  do.  on  do.  by  Little  Sandusky  and  .Main 
Scioto,  354. — Sand7iskt/  Clarion. 


he  more  comprehensive  than  that  publication  was; 
a  task  for  which  no  man  is  better  fitted  than  Mr. 
Walsh,  though  we  do  not  accord  with  him  in  all  his 
polincul  speculations.  If  the  plan  is  supported,  we 
believe  that  the  work  will  be  highly  uUeresting  a^ 
well  as  useful,  and  we  wish  it  success.  We  l.uvea 
copy  of  the  "Selec,  Reviews,"  and  would  not  wil- 
lingly part  with  it  if  anollicr  could  not  be  obtaint-.d, 
and  promise  ourselves  that 
be  Hiuch  more  valuable. 


For  PHOPEI.I.IXG  noATs.  There  is  nov/  building 
in  t!.)is  city,  (says  the  i>emocratic  J-'ress  of  Phila'iel- 
phia),  a  boat  upon  a  very  ingenious  plan,  for  which 
a  patent  has  been  taken  out.  The  proprietor  and 
patentee  has  already  built  one  at  New  Bedford  and 
one  atNew  Y'ork,  where  they  are  found  to  answer 
exceedingly  well.  His  boat  is  propelled  by  chain 
floats  or  oblique  paddles,  which  pass  rouml  two 
cast  iron  flange  wheels.  These  floats  are  attached 
to  a  composition  chain  on  each  side  of  the  vessel. 


a  revival  of  a  work  some  time  ago  published  in  Fhi-^j  p_^^j^  ^j^^-j.^  carries  ten  paddles,  in  an  oblique  direc- 
ladelphia,  called  "Select  Reviews,'   outuitendeaio    (;^,^  ^^^  ^,,^  ^^,^g^,  ^^^       -j.j,g  ^^j^jg^    ,,.g   f^j-,^^^ 

inches  in  length  and  nine  in  depth.     Ten  paddles 
re  always  in  action,  and  a  boat  flfty  feet  in  length 


the  «'Museum"    will 


Mu.  Randolph  has  been  making  more  speeches 
to  the  dukts,  lords,  bishops  and  right  honorables  of 
London.  

A  toast!  a  paper  printed  at  Kingston  N.  Y. 
containing  a  set  of  toasts  drank  at<'Paltz  Point"  has 
been  sent  to  me,  and  the  following  toast  marked 
to  arrest:;attei.tion — 

**'l'he  treasury  of  the  United  States: — May  it  spee- 
dily be  replenished  without  the  aid  of  loans,  that 
Niles  may  lay  aside  his  slate  and  pencil  and  cease 
from  croaking." 

To  all  which  1  say  "Amen." 


A  Mou^p  has  been  lately  discovered  in  Chau- 
tauque  county.  New  York,  50  feet  long,  18  broad 
at  one  extremity,  and  gradually  terminating  to  a 
point  at  the  other.  Large  quantities  of  human 
bones  havebeen  dug  up.apparently  of  persons  of  all 
ages — among  them  one  thigh  bone  said  to  be  much 
too  large  for  the  present  race  of  men.  The  bodies 
appear  to  have  been  thrown  in  without  any  sort  of 
regularity.  No  relicks  of  utensils  or  weapons  of 
war  had  been  found.  Large  trees  have  grown  di. 
rectly  over  the  mound. 

New  Jekset  casal.  The  long  talked  of  project 
of  uniting  the  Delaware  and  the  Karitan  by  a  canal, 
is  revived;  and  it  is  said  that  a  person  otters  to 
construct  it,  on  a  dead  level,  from  river  to  river, 
sufficiently  large  for  such  boats  as  are  used  on  the 
Erie  canal,  for  the  sum  of  250,000  dollars,  exclusive 
of  any  charges  that  may  be  made  for  the  land 
through  which  it  shall  run.  A  small  amount  of 
money,  indeed,  to  accomplish  such  a  desirable  ob- 
ject. It  is  intimated  as  probable  that  the  subject 
will  be  seriously  considered  at  the  next  sitting  of 
ihe  legislature. 


and  twelve  in  width,  can  be  jirop:  lied  one  mile  iu 
Ave  minutps.  This  rajiid  movemeiit  can  be  elfccted 
by  four  men  turning  four  cr.mk.s,  the  labor  of  which 
is  much  less  than  working  of  oars,  i  his  principle 
does  away  with  the  paddle  wheels  used  in  the  pre- 
sent  manner  of  constructing  steam  boats. 


Black  Salts,  The  Oxford  Gazette  mentions  that 
three  merchants  of  that  village,  (whicli  is  in  Che. 
nango  county,  N.  Y.),  had  paid,  within  the  si.xty 
days  past,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the 
article  of  Black  Salts. 


FOREIGN    NEWS. 

By  an  arrival  at  New  Vork,  London  papers  of 
the  23d  of  June  were  received.  The  chief  things 
contained  in  the  extracts  that  have  reached  us,  are 
sufficiently  noticed  in  the  following  summary. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The'  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Roman  Catholics,  which  had  passed  the 
commons,  has  been  rejected  by  the  house  of  Iprds, 
as  was  expected.     The  majority  against  it  was  42. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  British  would  adjust 
their  quarrel  with  the  Chinese  at  Canton,  through 
the  exertions  of  the  Hong  merchants,  backed  by 
half  amilhon  of  dollars. 

'I'he  present  price  of  dollars  at  London  is  4s.  9d'. 
The  iron  steam-boat,  heretofore  mentioned,  has  ar- 
rived at  Paris  in  55  hours  from  London.  Tfye  IVest 
India  and  American  trade  bill,  and  the  navigation 
bill,  -were  fnissed  on  the  20th  of  .hate.  The  non-im- 
portation bill  was  read  a  first  time  the  same  day. — 
fAs  these  bills  are  important,  we  shall  probably,  at 
least,  give  abstracts  of  them,  when  they  are  re- 
ceived]. 

The  marquis  of  Hertford  is  dead,  and  succeeded 
by  his  only  son,  lately  nicknamed  the  earl  ef  Yar- 
mouth.  The  wife  of  the  "most  noble"  marquis  de- 
ceased was  one  of  the  concubines  of  the  present, 
king,  who,  it  was  said,  some  years  ago,  was  kicked 
and  wretchedly  beaten  by  the  husband — and  the 
present  "most  noble"  marquis  is  the  most  notorious 
gambler  and  cheat  in  all  Europe.  These  are  the 
"Corinthian  pillars"  of  society,  as  Burke  called 
them. 
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The  distresses  of  Ireland  are  on  t!ie  increase. — 
The  sum  raised  in  England  to  relieve  them  amount, 
ed  to  90,000/ — but  the  local  subscriptions  are  said 
to  be  insufficient  to  "buy  coffins  for  those  that  loottld 
(Ue  of  hrmsrer.  All  the  accounts  say  that  hundreds 
or  thousands  are  perishing  for  lack  of  food — and 
about  two  months  more  were  to  pas§  before  a  sup- 
ply could  be  expected  from  the  growing  crops.  A 
letter  from  one  parish  reports  five  hwndvsA  families 
"in  tlie  deepest  viyint"  of  necessaries — that  at  5d. 
per  day,  600  laborers  might  be  had  as  h  were  in 
a  moment,  though  5d.  will  buy  only  lOIb.  of  po- 
tatoes.  That  one  man  said,  "I  have  not  tasted  food 
for  two  days— 1  have  seven  children — you  cannot 
give  mc  work -must  I  steal  and  be  hanged?"  The 
papers  are  filled  with  similar  accounts.  The  peo- 
ple gather  sea  weeds  and  nettles  and  boil  them, 
and  whole  families  are  nearly  naked,  having  parted 
•with  every  garment  that  would  sell  for  any  thing, 
to  procure  a  morsel  to  eat.  Death  had  become 
familiar,  and  little  thought  of— the  wretched  pea- 
sants fast  three  or  four  days,  and  go  to  sleep  for- 
ever! One  woman  and  her  three  children  had  pe- 
rished together.  Tlie  starving  surround  the  houses 
of  the  rich  in  crowds,  to  die  at  their  doors,  or  ob- 
tain some  small  relief.  The  cries  of  the  children 
pierce  the  heart.  The  most  trifling  employment 
is  sought  for  with  eagerness — it  may  literally  be 
said  that  there  is  a  mrsh  of  people  to  earn  a  penny. 
Fifteen  pounds  worth  of  oat  meal  bemg  received  at 
a  plnce,  more  than  tioo  thousand  human  beings 
applied  fot  a  part  of.  "Nothing,"  says  one  of  (he 
letters,  "can  now  stop  the  prog;ress  of  fever,  dysen 
terv  and  dropsy."  The  archbishop  of  Tuam,  (of 
wliom  we  have  before  made  honorable  mention), 
5  ,^  g — <cOn  my  way  to  Castlebar  I  passed  a  muhiincle 
of  half  starved  men,  women,  and  children,  at  Haliy 
glass  and  Balcara,  seeking  a  share  of  a  handful  of 
meal,  wliich  could  only  keef)  them  alive,  and  no  more. 
T  have  sent  to  the  committee  a  full  statement  of  the 
hideous  scenes  I  have  witnessed.  Jf  thousands  are 
not  sent  to  .Mayo  and  Ga/T£aj/,whole  populations  must 

die. 

A  late  London  paper  says — "The  bishop.";  possess 
two  elevenths  of  the  whole  surface  of  Ireland,  or 
nearly  one  acre  in  five.  This  proportion  forms  an 
aggregate  of  little  short  of  t-wo  milUons  of  acres. — 
Tv.enty-two  obscure  individuals  (chiefly  of  noble- 
men's families)  promoted,  '<o  enrich  themselves  and 
tlisc^nace  the  church,',  not  only  hold  these  estates, 
but  a  great  properly  also  in  tythes.  We  have  seen 
three  members  of  one  family,  known  only  by  bear- 
ing the  name  of  a  ministerial  marquess,  at  one  time, 
\ipon  the  bench,  the  junior  of  whom  has  just  been 
preferred  to  the  primacy,  being  the  second  archi- 
episcopj.1  mitre  they  have  obtained  since  the  union." 

[The  "Beresfords"  are  alluded  to  in  the  preced- 
ing article.  If  these  twenty  two  persons  were  ex- 
pelled from  Ireland,  and  their  establishments  de- 
stroyed,  no  possible  injury  could  result  from  the 
proceeding,  for  they  are  of  no  possible  benefit  to 
the  people;  but  their  ejectment  would  relieve  a 
starving  nation]. 

Enough  of  these  horrors.  Yet  the  cereal  fear  in 
England  is  that  the  cropr  of  grain  will  be  too  abun- 
dant in  tliat  country,  and  tlie  king  and  his  nobles 
are  spending  their  hundreds  of  thousands  in  luxury 
and  riot. 

The  total  amount  of  the  sums  expended  in  the 
year  IS^l,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  was  7,329,5491.  7s. 

Much  sensation  in  the  money-market  was  caused 
by  the  following  notice— 


"Bank  of  England,  20th  June  1822.  Resolved— 
That  all  bills  and  notes  approved  of  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  not  having  more  than  95  days  to  run, 
be  discounted  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  per  annum, 
on  and  after  the  21st  June,  1822. 

It  was  stated  that  this  resolution  was  carried  lif- 
ter a  warm  debate,  and  only  by  a  majority  of  o«e. — 
Some  stocks  rose  and  others  fell  in  consequence 
of  it. 

France  Some  movements  of  the  troops  in  the 
south  of  France  and  the  appointment  of  marshal 
Sachet  to  the  command  of  them,  have  given  rise  to 
a  rumor  of  the  probability  of  a  -war  between  France 
and  Spain. 

It  is  stated  that  gen.  Berton  and  two  of  his  suite 
have  been  arrested. 

Spain.  Gen.  Quiroga  is  named  to  the  command 
of  the  Spanish  troops  in  the  northern  parts  of 
Spain.  It  appears  evident  that  both  France  and 
Spain  are  collecting  troops  in  the  neighborhood/>f 
the  Pyrenees — but  they  dare  not  go  to  war,  with- 
out asking  leave  of  the  "holy  alliance."  This  part 
of  Spain  is  much  disturbed  by  insurgents,  and  it  is 
most  probable  that  troops  are  marching  only  to 
restore  and  preserve  an  observance  of  the  laws. 
Rut  the  French  papers  say  that  the  merchants  re- 
ceive positive  directions  from  their  correspondents 
in  Spain,  to  stop  all  commercial  adventures. 

The  insurgents,  collected  near  Cela,  under  the 
denomination  of  «the  army  of  the  Faith,'  alias  'Holy 
Inquisition,'  maintained  a  hard  battle  with  the  na- 
tional trooi^s,  but  were  completely  defeated,  leav- 
ing  a  considerable  number  dead  on  the  field — 
among  them  several  of  the  secular  and  rt-gular 
clergy!  The  chief,  Pereira,  narrowly  escaped,  and 
his  band  was  dispersed. 

Portugal.  The  report  is  that  a  Portuguese  army 
is  moving,  supposed  to  be  intended  to  operate  with 
the  "constitutional  army  of  Spain,"  in  the  presum- 
ed controversy  with  France. 

The  troops  which  the^people  of  Brazil  had  re- 
fused to  receive,  have  arrived  at  Lisbon  and  were 
to  be  sent  back  again.  A  positive  order  for  the 
return  of  the  prince,  now  in  that  country,  was  also 
to  be  forwarded  by  a  74  gun  ship. 

linssia.  It  is  rumored  that  many  Russian  officers 
have  been  arrested  for  disaffection  or  conspiracy. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  the  fate  of  Alexander's 
father  may  be  his  own. 

liussia  and  Turkey.  The  question  of  war  or  peace 
is  not  yet  determined,  but  the  prospects  held  out 
are  in  favor  of  peacfe.  It  is  stated  that  Alexander 
has  approved  of  the  plan  of  pacification  brought 
about  by  the  mediating  powers,  but  that  the  Turks 
have  not  yet  evacuated  Moldavia  and  Wallachia. 
We  still  think  that  Russia  designs  to  attack  Tux- 
key — but  most  persons  suppose  tlmt  Alexander  has 
delivered  up  his  fellow  christians,  the  Greeks,  to 
the  mercy  of  the  barbarians. 

Turkey.  Preparations  are  making  for  a  general 
attack  on  the  Greeks,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
getting  all  in  readiness  that  they  may  sell  their 
lives  dearly;  believing  it  better  to  die  on  the  field 
of  battle  than  to  be  butchered  like  sheep,  as  they 
know  that  they  will  be,  if  they  yield  themselves  up. 
Those  of  Macedonia  have  retired  to  the  defiles  of 
Mount  Olympus;  and  Ulj'sses,  in  Thessaly,  has 
warned  them,  by  proclamation,  of  what  they  have 
to  expect.  It  is  strongly  believed  that  some  foreign 
po-wer  furnishes  the  Turks  with  money  to  operate 
against  the  Greeks. 

The  late  delightful  country  of  Seres  seems  to 
have  been  completely  desolated  by  the  Turkj,  with 
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fire  and  sword— 3,000  young  children  were  carried 
•  off  to  be  brought  up  in  the  Alahommetan  religion. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  ancient  Peioponnesus 
contained  nearly  two  millions  of  inhabitants.  A 
late  account  states  the  population  at  about  j40,000. 
Such  is  the  ettect  of  the  despotism  of  the  Turks. 

"Salojiica,  .March  6.  Our  governor,  intoxicated 
•with  tlie^ucce&s  of  his  massacres,  has  declared  that 
the  Sultan,  by  whose  orders  he  acted,  was  firmly 
resolved  not  to  suffer,  for  the  future,  any  christians 
to  r  vist  in  any  part  of  European  Turkey.  In  con- 
sequence, it  is  prohibited  to  fill  up  the  vacant  bi- 
she  pries,  and  the  churches  are  destroyed  in  pro- 
porlion  as  he  can  adrance  in  the  country. 

"Every  kind  of  commerce  has  ceased  here.  The 
fertile  plains  of  Seres  are  changed  into  a  desert; 
the  cultivation  of  tobacco  in  the  Enidgi  is  abandon- 
ed; and  all  the  Greeks,  the  Bulgarians,  and  oiher 
christians,  have  taken  up  arms,  to  conquer  or  die. 

JBarbury.  The  plague  has  broken  out  at  Algiers, 
and  was  committing  great  ravages  there. 

Brazil.  We  have  many  revolutionary  papers 
from  this  country.  They  go  to  shew  the  establish- 
ment of  a  regular  govei-nmcot,  independent  of 
Portugal,  as  the  following  extract  from  an  address 
to  the  prince  regent  will  shew,  though  apparently 
desirous  of  an  intimate  connection  with  the  mother 
country. 

•'Brazil  wishes  not  to  infringe  upon  the  rights  of 
Portugal,  but  is  angry  that  Portugal  should  infringe 
upon  hers;  Brazil  wishes  to  have  the  same  kuig, 
but  does  not  choose  to  have  masters  in  the  deputies 
of  the  congress  of  Lisbon;  Brazil  desires  her  inde- 
pendence strengthened  by  a  well  understood  union 
with  Portugal;  she  wishes,  in  short,  that  they  should 
form  two  great  families,  governed  by  their  own 
laws,  pursuing  their  own  respective  interests,  obe- 
dient to  the  same  chief." 

The  oath  taken  by  the  representatives  was  as  fol- 
lows: "I  swear  upon  the  holy  evangelists  to  defend 
the  Roman  Catliolic  religion,  the  dynasty  of  the 
royal  house  of  Braganza,  the  regency  of  his  royal 
highness,  perpetual  defender  of  Brazil;  to  main- 
tain the  sovereignty  of  Brazil,  her  integrity,  and 
that  of  the  province  of  which  I  am  representative-, 
to  insist  upon  all  her  lights  and  privileges,  as  well 
as  upon  :di  the  measures  that  may  be  necessary  tor 
the  ..reservation  and  muir.tainanoe  of  the  peace, 
and  the  wtrtl  underb-ood  union  of  the  whole  mo 
narchv;  and  ruly,  conscientiously  and  frankly  to 
advise  his  rcyal  ln^hness  in  all  raiitters  and  on  all 
occasions  \\\\-\\  I  bhall  be  calicdupon  lor  that  pur. 
pose.     Sohtipme  God." 

£ne7!os  J}tirei  '"he  government  is  becoming 
more  and  more  ^. :  jle,  aud  tlie  state  of  things  ge- 
nerally, is  impr^Mng  Produce,  however,  was 
scarce  and  liig'  .  It  was  reported  that  IQ  0(jy  In- 
dians were  •^Ui)in  fifteen  leagues  of  the  c  u,  whose 
ol'itf.  L  was  supposed  to  be  to  steal  cattle — a  force 
was  sent  out  to  disperse  them. 

JMexic.ij.  1  ite  ..ew  tmpetor  seems  disposed  to 
cultivate  the  good  will  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  export  of  specie  is  prohibited,  but  the 
law  -lias  always  been  suspended,  wiien  apphed  for 
by  any  of  them. 


Promotions  and  Appointments. 

AdJUTa.>T    CE>.  ilAl.'s    UFFICE, 

lVashitigto7i.  July  I6th,  1822. 
OnfiERs. — The  following  prornot)onsand  appoint- 
ments have  been  made  in  the  uimy  of  the  UriteJ 
States  since  the  publication  of  the  order  of  the  'id 
of  October,  1821: 


PKOMOTIONS.  ' 

Corps  of  engineers. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Edward  H.  Courtney, 
to  be  2d  lieutenant,  Ist  July,  1821. 

First  regimenl  of  artillery. 

Lieutenant  colonel  James  House,  to  be  colonel, 
8th  May,  1822. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Jonathan  Prescott,  to 
be  2dheutenant,  1st  July,  1821. 

Brevet  second  heutenant  Washington   Wheel- 
right,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st  July,  1821. 
Second  regimenl  of  arlidery. 

Major  Abm.  Eustis  to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  8th 
May,  1822,  vice  House,  promoted. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  David  Wallace  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1821. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  James  Grier  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1821. 

Third  regiment  of  artillery. 

First  lieutenant  Samuel  Spotts  to  be  captain,  Sth 
May,  1822,  vice  Wilson,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Samuel  Ringgold  to   be   1st 
lieutenant,  Sth  May,  1822,  vice  Spotls,  promoted. 
Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 

Brevet  colonel  John  U.  Fenwick,  of  light  artille- 
ry, to  be  colonel,  Sth  May,  1822. 

Captain  William  Wilson  to  be  major,  Sth  May, 
1822,  vice  Eustis,  promoted. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  W.  W.  Wells  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1821. 

Brevet  second  heutenant  J.  B.  Holland  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1821. 

Brevet  second  heutenant  John  B.  Scott  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1821. 

Fint  regiment  of  infantry. 

First  lieutenant  Gaston  Powell  to  be  captain,  1st 
May,  1822,  vice  Call,  resigned. 

First  heutenant  George "c.  Spencer  to  be  captain, 
Ist  June,  1822,  vice  Richardson,  rt'sigr.ed. 

Second  lieutenant  E  J.  Lambert  to  be  Ist  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  May,  1S22,  vice  Powell,  Tjromotpd. 

Second  lieutenant  Wilham  Malcohn  io  ho  1st 
lieutenant,  1st  Jii  r.  1822,  vice  Spencer,  proriiuied. 

Brevet  second  heutenant  Jefferson  Vail  to  be 
heuteiiant,  1st  Ju'y.  1821. 

Third  le^iment  of  infantry. 

First  lieutenant  Wm.  G.  B.  Iknap  lo  oe  captain 
1st  February,  1822.  vice  Bread,  ie:.ig:ie.'..  * 

Second  iieuic:i.<..;t3a-v.'. el  W  H mttob?  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  Februaiy,  1822,  vice  Belknap,  oroniot- 
ed. 

Fattrth  regiment  f  infantry. 

First  lieutenant  Henry  U  Dulany  to  be  captain, 
3d  February,  1822,  vice  Hi.     .:)i';rfcys,  deceased. 

Second  lieutenant  Josepli  i'.S  :iwto  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 2d  February,  1822,  vice  ii'i'.uny,  promoted. 
Fijih  regimeni  of  infantry. 

Captain  J  H  Vose  to  be  myjor,  1st  January, 
1822,  vice  Maney,  promoted. 

Fi.st  lieiiteninc  J  Piy.i.pton  to  be  captain,  1st 
January,  1822,  vice  V^jse,  promoted. 

Frsi  heutena,  D.  Wilco^:  to  be  captain,  1st 
April,  182^^,  vice  Perry,  resigned. 

Second  lieutennnt  C.  Burbridge  to  be  1st  hen. 
tenant.  1st  Nov.  1821,  vice  Griswoid,  lesigned. 

Second  lieutenant  J.  B.  F  Russel  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant,  1st  January,  1822,  vice  Plympton,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  C.  C  Hobart,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  April,  1822,  vice  Wilcox,  promoted. 

Brevet  second  iieutenant  Jul.  Ad  Lagnel,  to  bs 
2d  lieutenant,  July,  1821 

Sixih  regiment  of  infantry. 

William  P.  Buchanan  to  be  2d  lieutenant.  21st 
Jure,  1822. 
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Second  lietittntMit  \V.  D.  M'Cray  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 5th  November,  1822,  vice  Taylor,  deceased. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant    Jos.  Pentland  to  be 
2d  lieutenant,  1st  July,  1821. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  W.  \V.  Gailhrd  to  be 
2d  lieutenimt,  1st  July,  1821. 

Brevet  second   lieutenant  J.   Rogers  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  July,' 1821. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  D.  M.  Porter  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1821. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

Major  J.  B.  Maney.  to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  1st 
January,  1822,  vice  Butler,  declined. 

Second  lieutenant  Pierce  Butler,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tfenant,  1st  March,  1821,  vice  Houston,  resigned. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Brevet  major  Samuel  B.  Archer,  captain  odregt. 
artillery,  to  be  inspector  general. 

Mordecai  Haile,  late  post  surgeon,  to  be  assistant 
surgeon,  27th  October,  1821. 

liichard  S  Satterlee,  to  be  assistant  surgeon,  25th 
February.  1822. 

Zena  Pitcher,  N.  Y.  to  be  assistant  surgeon,  8th 
May.  1322. 

■\ViHiam  Etistis  Langdon,  N.  H.  to  be  assistant 
surgeon,  8th  May,  1822. 

Robert  M'Milian,  to  be  assisstant  surgeon,  1st 
July,  1822. 

Nathan  Towson,  to,  be  paymaster-general. 

Timothy  P.  Andrews,  D.  C.  lo  be   paymaster, 
22d  May,  1822. 

John  P.  M'Guire,  to  be  store-keeper,  14th  Feb. 
1822. 

Cadet  George  Dufton,  to  be  brevet  2d  licutcr.ant 
corps  of  engineers,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  Joseph  Mansfield,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieuten- 
ant corps  of  engineers,  1st  Juiy,  1822. 

Cadet  James  Cook,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant 
1st  regiment  of  artillery,  Ist  July,  1822. 

Cadet  Augustus  Cantield,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieut. 
1st  regiment  of  artillery,  1st  Juiy,  1822. 

Cadet  David  Vinton,  to  be  breret  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  regiment  of  artillery,  1st  Juiy,  1322. 

Cadet  Thomas  R.  Ingalls,  to  be  2d  lieutenant.  2d 
regiment  of  artillery,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  William  Rose,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
•   2d  regiment  of  artillery,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  Wdliam  C.  Young,  to  be  brevet  2a  lieut. 
2d  regiment  of  artillery,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  John  J.  Schuyler,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieut. 
2d  regiment  of  artillery,  1st  July,  1822. 


Cadet  John  J.    Abercrombie,  to  be  brevet  2(1 
lieutenant,  Isi  regiment  of  infantry,  1st  July,  1822, 
Cidet  Benjamin  VV.  Wright,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
2d  regiment 'of  infantry,  1st  July  1822. 

Cadet  Thompson  Morris,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  2J 
regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  George  W.  Folger,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 2d  regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  George  Wriglit,  t')  be  2d  lieutenant,  3d 
regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  John  D.  Hopson,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  oi! 
regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadt^t  Westwood  Lacey,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  4th 
regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  P:astice  Trenor,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  4tl. 
regiment  infaatry,  1st  J-.dy,  1822. 

Cc^det  Samut  1  Wragg.  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant.. 
4th  regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  St.  Clair  Denny,  to  lie  2d  lieutenant,  5th 
regiment  infantry,  1st  Jul}',  1822. 

Cadet  David  Hunter,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  5lh  re- 
giment infantry,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  Aliiert  Lincoln,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  5th 
regiment  infantry,  1st  July  1322. 

Cade'.  John  R.  Wdcox.'  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  5t1i 
regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1822, 

Cadet  Henry  Clarke,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutendnt, 
5th  regiment  of  infantry,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  David  Moniac,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant. 
6tii  regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  Francis  Lee,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  7th  re- 
giment infsntry,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  John  14.  Stepheiison,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
7th  regiment  infantry,  1st  Juiy,  1822. 

Cadet  Thomas  Johnson,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  7th 
regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  Thomas  .M'NuinMra,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 7th  regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1822. 

The  officers  promoted,  will  report  for  duty  ac- 
cording to  their  promotions,  with  the  exception  of 
lieutenant  colonel  Eiistis,  who  will  remain  for  the 
present  on  duty  with  the  4th  regiment  of  artillery, 
at  St.  Augustine,  (E.  F.) 

Those  appointed,  have  received  special  orders 
from  this  o.licc.     By  order. 

CiL\RLES  J.  NOURSE, 

Acting  ailjutani  general. 

Indian  Aniiistice. 

Little  Rock,  (Ark.)  .Tune  4. 
Mr.  Philbrook,  U.  S.  sub-agent  to  the  Osage  na. 


Cadet  Charles  G.  Smith,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  2d  |  tion  of  Indians,  arrived  here  this  morning,  and  has 

politely  favored  us  with  a  copy  of  the  followrng  ar- 
mistice  agreed  upon  by  the  Clierokeesand  Osages: 
The  chiefs,  head  men  and  warriors  of  the  Osjge 
nation  of  Indians,  having  made  propositions  to  the 
chiefs,  head  men  and  warriors  of  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion, to  meet  them  at  the  United  States'  garrison, 
at  Belle  Point,  to  hold  a  great  talk,  for  the  purpose 
of  burying  the  tomahawk,  and  msking  a  firm  a!'d 
lasting  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship:  the  chie.'s, 
head  men  and  warriors  of  the  Cherokee  nation  be. 
ing  desirous  to  terminate  t!i6  unhappy  differences 
which  have  so  long  existed  between  them,  do  agree 
to  said  propositions.      I'he  two  contracting  parties 
being  Tiesirous  to  put  an  end  to  the  evils  of  war  as 
soon  as  practicable,  do  agree  to  the  following 
Preliminary  articles  of  peace. 
Art.  1.  The  Cherokee  chiefs,  head  men  and  war- 
riors, pledge  the  good  faith  of  their  nation  not  to 
send  any  hostile  force  into  tlie  Osage  country  from 
and  after  the  date  of  these  preliminaries,  (unless 
they  themselves  shall  be  attacked  on  their  own 


regiment  of  artillerj,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  Walter  Gwynn,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 3d  f  egiment  of  artillery,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  Campbell  Graham,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 3d  regiment  of  artillery,  1st  July,  1822 

Gadet  Isaac  Trimble,  to  be  brevet  2dheutenant, 
3d  regiment  of  artillery,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  Horace  Bliss,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  4th  re- 
giment artillery,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  Wilham  Cooke,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,   4th 
regiment  of  artillery,  1st  Juiy,  1822. 

Cadet  Thompson  B.  Wheelock,  to  be  brevet  2d 
lieutenant,  4th  regiment  of  artillery,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  John  Pickell,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
4th  regiment  of  artillery,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  Henry  H.  Gird,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieutenant, 
4th  regiment  of  artillery,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  William  M.  Boyce,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st 
regiment  infantry,  1st  July,  1822. 

Cadet  George  A.  M'Call,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st 
.regiment  of  infantry,  1st  July,  1822. 
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ground  by  the  Osages),  until  twenty  days  from  and 
after  the  breaking  up  of  the  great  talk  proposed 
to  be  held  at  the  garrison.  The  Osage  head  men, 
chiefs  and  warriors,  likewise  pledge  the  good  faith 
of  their  nation  not  to  send  any  hostile  force  into 
the  Cherokee  nation,  (unless  they  themselves  shall 
be  attacked  on  their  own  ground  by  the  Chero- 
Itees),  until  twenty  days  from  and  after  the  break- 
ing  up  of  the  great  talk  aforesaid. 

Art.  2.  The*Os;ige  chiefs,  head  men  and  warriors, 
bind  themselves,  that,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  in- 
formed of  the  Cherokee  chiefs  agreeing  to  the  pro- 
positions submitted  to  them  upon  tlie  subject  of 
peace,  to  despatch  runners  forthwith  and  recal  all 
their  war  parties  that  may  have  gone  against  the 
€herokee  nation,  and  to  instruct  them  not  to  pass 
the  frontier  limits  of  their  own  nation. 

Art.  3.  If  the  Cherokces  have  any  war  parties  out 
against  the  Osages  at  this  time,  their  chiefs,  head 
men  and  warriors  bind  themselves  to  send  runners 
and  have  them  recaiied  without  delay,  and  instruct 


missioners  to  explain  tlie  law  exonerating  C'orn- 
planterfrom  certam  taxes.  After  the  explanation, 
the  following  speech  was  delivered  by  Cornplanter, 
at  the  couri-house,  at  Warren,  on  the  4th  day  of 
June,  1822: 

"Yesterday  was  appointed  for  us  all  to  meet 
here.  The  writing  which  the  governor  sent  here 
pleased  us  very  much.  1  thinl;  that  the  Great 
Spirit  is  very  much  pleased  that  the  white  people 
have  been  induced  so  to  assist  the  Indians  as  they 
have  done,  and  that  he  is  pleased  also  to  see  the 
great  men  of  this  state  and  of  the  United  States 
so  friendly  to  us.  We  are  much  pleased  with  what 
has  been  done. 

"The  Great  Spirit  first  made  the  world,  and  next 
the  flying  animals,  and  found  ail  things  good  pros- 
perous. He  is  immortal  and  everlasting.  After 
hnishing  the  flying  animals,  he  came  down  on  earth 
and  there  stood.  Then  he  made  diflcrent  kinds  of 
trees,  and  weeds  of  all  sorts,  and  people  of  every 
kind.     He  made  the  spring  and  otiier  seasons,  and 


ed  not  to  pass  beyond  the  frontier  limits  of  the  i  the  weather  suitable  lor  planting.  These  he  did 
Cherokee  nation,  nor  to  commit  any  act  of  violence  make;  but  stills  to  make  wliiskey  to  be  given  to  In. 
against  the  Osages,  unless  they  themselves  shall  be  |  dians  he  did  not  make.     The  Great  Spirit  bids  me 


attacked  upon  their  own  ground 

Art.  4.  If  any  mischief  should  he  dene  by  either 
of  the  two  contacting  {parties,  to  the  people  of  the 
other  party,  by  any  party  or  parties  ti)f  t  maj-,  at 
'Jiis  time  be  out  to  war,  and  before  they  shall  be 
recalled,  (provided  all  due  diligence  shall  be  made 
lo  recal  them),  if  tlie  mischief  should  extend  to  the 
taking  of  life,  it  is  not  to  be  so  construed  by  either 
party  as  to  prevent  the  aforesaid  meeting  at  the 
garrison,  for  tlie  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  make 
a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship;  if  it  stiould  ex- 
tend merely  to  the  taking  of  property  of  any  de- 
scription, each  nation  respectively  pledges  itself 
that  such  property  shall  be  returned  to  the  pajty 
■from  which  it  v.'as  taken. 

Art.  5.  The  great  talk  proposed  to  be  held  at  the 
garrison  is  to  take  place  witli  the  least  possible  de- 
lay. The  Osage  sub-agent  is  to  allow  the  Osage 
chiefs  a  reasonable  time  to  get  from  their  respcc 
tive  villages  to  the  garrison;  a. id  lie  is  to  notify  the 
Cherokee  chiefs  of  the  time  the  talk  is  to  be  held. 
Art.  6.  If  either  of  the  contracting  parties  should 
violate  any  of  the  foregoing  articles,  they  pledge 
themselves  to  allow  and  permit  the  government  of 
the  United  States  to  punisli  the  aggressor  in  such 
manner  as  it  shall  deem  proper,  without  such  act 
being  considered  by  the  party  so  violating  these 


tell  the  white  people  not  to  give  Indians  this  kind 
of  liquor.  When  the  Great  Spirit  had  made  the 
earth  and  its  animals,  he  went  into  the  great  lakes, 
v.here  he  breathed  as  easily  as  any  where  else,  and 
then  made  all  the  diflerent  kinds  of  fish.  The 
Great  Spirit  looked  back  on  all  that  he  had  madfe. 
The  diflerent  kinds  lie  made  to  be  separate,  and 
not  to  mix  with  and  disturb  each  other;  but  the 
white  people  have  broken  his  command,  by  mix- 
ing their  color  with  tlie  Indians;  the  Indians  Inve 
done  better  by  not  doing  so.  The  Great  Spirit 
wis'.ies  that  all  wars  and  fightings  should  cease. 

"He  next  told  us  that  tiiere  were  three  things 
for  people  to  attend  to — First,  we  ought  to  take 
care  of  our  wives  and  children — Secondly,  the 
wliite  people  ought  to  attend  to  their  farms  and 
cattle — Thirdly,  the  Great  Spijit  has  given  the 
bears  and  deers  to  tlie  Indians.  He  is  the  cause  of 
all  thiugs  that  exist,  and  it  is  very  wicked  to  go 
against  his  will.  The  (ireat  Spirit  wishes  me  to 
inlbrm  the  people  that  they  should  quit  drinking 
intoxicating  drink,  as  being  the  causes  of  diseases 
and  death.  He  told  us  not  to  sell  any  more  of  our 
lands,  for  he  never  sold  lands  to  an)'  one.  Some 
of  us  nov/  kcf  p  the  seventh  day;  but  I  wish  to  quit 
it,  for  the  Great  Spirit  made  it  "^r  others,  but  not 
for  the  Indians,  who  ought  every  day  to  attend  to 


articles  an  act  of  hostility,  or  the  least  violation  of  j  their  business.     Ue  has  ordered  me  to  quit  drink- 


the  good  faith  and  friendship  which  at  present  ex 
ists  between  them,  the  United  States  and  said  party. 

[The  above  armistice  is  dated  on  the  6th  May, 
1822,  and  is  signed  by  eighteen  Osage  and  fifteen 
Cherokee  chiefs.} 

The  Osages  have  appointed  the  30th  day  of  July 
next  for  the  meeting  in  council  of  the  chiefs,  Stc. 
of  the  respective  rations,  at  Fort  Smith,  and  the 
.sub-agent  has  notified  the  Cherokees  of  i!ic  same. 

This  has  indeed  been  a  troublesome  and  vexa- 
tious i)usincss  to  Mr.  Phiibrook,  to  wiiose  indefati- 
gable industry  and  perseverance  is  all  the  credit 
due  of  concluding  the  foregoing  armistice,  which, 
for  humanity's  .sr.ke,  we  sincerely  hope  will  result 
in  a  firm,  and  1 :3ting  peace  between  the  two  C2n- 
tracting  p;irtieb.  —  IVanh.  City  Gaz. 

Corn  planter's  Spccclj. 


ing  any  intoxicating  drink,  and  not  to  hist  after  wo- 
man but  my  own,  aud  informed  me  that  by  doing  so 
I  should  live  the  longer.  He  made  known  to  me 
that  it  is  very  wicked  to  tel!  lies.  Let  no  one  sup- 
pose this  I  have  saifl  now  is  not  true. 

"I  have  now  to  thank  ths  governor  for  what  he 
has  done,  and  have  informed  him  what  the  Great 
Spirit  has  ordered  me  lo  cease  from,  and  I  wish 
the  governor  to  inform  otheis  of  what  I  have  com- 
municated.    This  is  all  I  have  at  present  to  say. 

CORNPLANTEK." 


CHRONICLE. 

The  J\hice<l'in',<:n  frigate,  capt.  Blddle,  has  arrived 
at  Norfolk,  from  a  cruise  in  the  West  Indies.  She 
has  lost  scvcmn  of  her  crew,  including  ten  officers, 
by  the  yellow  fever,  and  about  fifty  of  the  remain- 
der were  sick  on  her  arrival.  All  possible  relief 
was  immediately  offered,  and  the  sick  were  to  he 


rRo~'t  TH"    vesa:vgo  ulrald. 
By  an  act  of  the  legi-!ature,  their  honors,  Jesse  1  accommodated  and  attcided  to  on  Craney  island— 
Sloore  and  Jpseph  Hackney,  were  appointed  com- 1  "a  healthy  spot.'' 
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Tlie  ship  Cyane,  captain  Spence,  has  sailed  from 
Norfolk  on  a  cruise. 

Cape.  Iluira  court  of  inquiry. — The  members  of 
the  court  of  inquiry  on  com.  Hull's  trial,  says  the 
Washin.E^ton  Gazette,  are  now  appointed;  and  will 
consist  of  com.  Rodgers,  com.  Chuuncey,  and  capt 

The  slave  trade  is  said  to  decline  on  the  African 
coast.  'V  lit  French  now  have  two  corvettes,  one 
hriof  and  two  schooners  cruising  thereon,  and  the 
British  squadron  is  active.  Several  captures  have 
been  made  by  both. 

Cassimeres,  of  the  very  best  quality,  ar«  manu- 
factured at  Oquequon,  "Virginia.     Sold  at  Uiree  dol 
lars  per  vun),  they  are  said  to  equal  the  imported  at' 
3.50  or  4  d'llars. 

Jlmerican  canvas.  Many  of  our  best  private,  as 
well  as  public  sltips,  are  now  furnished  with  home- 
made canvas,  from  the  great  manufactory  at  Pat- 
terson,  N.  J.  and  others.  It  is  decidedly  prefer- 
red. 

Onondaga  salt.  Extensive  preparations  are  mak- 
ing' atSaiina  to  manufacture  salt  by  evaporation  in 
the  sun.  There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  of  success, 
and  the  quantity  that  can  be  made  is  not  to  be  cal- 
culated. The  supply  of  salt  water  is  inexhaustable, 
and  it  is  about  five  or  six  times  as  strong  as  the 
v/ater  of  .the  ocean. 

Mermaid.  An  account  is  published  in  one  of  the 
Boston  papers,  stating  that  the  captain  of  an  Ame- 
rican ship  had  purchased  at  Java,  a  preserved  Mer- 
maid, brought  there  by  a  Japanese — the  descrip- 
tion of  which  pretty  nearly  corresponds  with  the 
eld  stories  which  we  haye  respecting  such  an  ani- 
nial.  The  owner  had  exhibited  it  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  and  was  carrying  it  to  England,  from 
whence,  if  it  arrives,  we  shall  hear  more  about  it. 
But,  it  should  be  recollected  that  the  Japanese  are 
as  nice  workmen  as  the  Chinese,  and  many  persons 
have  bought  what  they  supposed  was  a  capon  or  a 
liam,  and  never  knew,  until  the  knife  was  applied 
to  the  articles  when  on  the  table,  that  they  were 
compositions  not  eatable. 

Funeral  procession.  On  Monday  the  22d  ult.  the 
ceremony  of  interring  the  bones  of  the  brave  men 
who  fell  at  the  Minibink  battle,  in  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.  during  the  revolutionary  war,  took  place.  The 
line  of  ]irocession  was  preceded  by  the  cadets  from 
West  L'oint,  and  extended  a  mile  in  length.  M-.ijor 
poppino,  wlio  bore  a  conspicuous  part  in  that  bat- 
tle, now  ninety  six  years  old,  walked  with  the  pro- 
cession, and  was  one  of  the  pall  bearers.  The 
number  of  persons  assembled  on  this  interesting 
occasion,  says  the  Goshen  Patriot,  lias  been  various 
Jy  estimated,  but  the  best  founded  calculations  we 
liavc  lieard,  makes  out  2000  carriages  of  all  de- 
scriptions, averaging  five  persons  each;  and  this  is 
not  perhaps  too  liigii  For  most  oflhem  were  two 
'  hoj'se  waggons,  crowded  full,  some  with  eight  or 
ten.  Iksides  tliese,  there  were  great  numbers 
on  hovsebiick  and  on  foot,  so  that  the  whole  num- 
ber could  not  have  fallen  much  short  of  twelve 
thousand. 

Jiapid  prowth.  Poulson's  Philadelphia  paper 
states.that,  in  Byberry,  Penn.  there  is  a  large  green 
willow  tree,  9  ft.  and  Gin.  in  circumference,  and  60 
ft.  high,  wliich,  in  1796,  sprung  from  the  bark  of  a 
boy's  wliistle,  and  being  nursed  with  some  care, 
lias,  in  26  years,  attained  tiie  above  enormous  size. 
It  is  supposed  to  contain  3  or  4  cords  of  wood,  and 
has,  doubller^s,  branches  enough  to  supply  the  whole 
state  of  Pcnnsvlvania  with  whistles. 


-  The  Uiica  papers  have  a  weekly  return  of  arri- 
vals and  departures  on  the  Erie  canal— the  follow- 
ing is  the  last  which  came  to  hand:  <kVrrived,  since 
our  last,  33  boats,  with  3,596  bbls.  flour,  809  do, 
salt,  12  do.  pork,  90  do.  ashes,  40  bushels  "wheat, 
4,640  do,  water-lime,  400  do.  corn,  9,94^  galls,  of 
whiskey.  Cleared,  same  time,  33  boats,  with  54 
tons  merchandise  and  passengers. 

Marriage  licenses.  The  Baltimore  Patriot  gives 
us  the  following  as  the  amount  of  the  marriage  li- 
censf  s  that  have  been  taken  out  of  the  proper  office 
in  this  city,  for  the  rears  stated: 

From  May  Istj  1814,  to  May  1st,  1815,505 
do.  1815,  to      do.      1810.  829 

do,  1616,  to      do.      1817,  797 

do,  1817,  to      do.      1818,  777 

do.  1818,  to      do.      1819,  767 

do*  ,    1819,  to      do.      1820,  694 

do.  1820,  to      do.      1821,  679 

do.  1821,  to      do.      1822,  688 

5727 

In  this  account,  the  marriages  of  the  society  of 
Friends,  &c.  are,  of  course,  not  included. 

True  courage.  An  old  officer  of  distinction  and 
of  tried  valor,  refused  to  accept  a  challenge  sent 
him  by  a  young  adventurer;  but  returned  the  fol- 
lowing  answer:  «'I  fear  not  your  sword,  but  the  an- 
ger of  my  God — I  dare  venture  my  life  in  a  good 
cause,  but  cannot  hazard  my  soul  in  a  bad  one;  I 
will  charge  up  to  the  cannon's  mouth  for  the  good 
of  my  country,  but  I  want  courage  to  storm  hell." 

Great  trotting.  A  horse  and  a  mare  were  lately 
trotted  nine  miles,  over  a  two  mile  course,  at  Ruther- 
ford, in  England,  for  a  bet  of  500  guineas.  The 
mare  performed  the  distance  in  27  minutes  and  46 
seconds,  beating  the  horse  exactly  in,  and  no  more 
than,  three  seconds  of  time! 

Arsenic.  A  man,  says  an  English  paper,  was 
poisoned  in  a  very  singular  manner.  His  physician 
prescribed  for  him  a  dose  of  arsenic  and  sent  it  to  a 
drugg'st  to  be  put  up.  The  druggist  having  ad- 
justed his  scales  with  the  proper  weights  turned  to 
get  the  arsenic;  while  in  the  act  of  getting  it,* a 
worm  orcatterpillar  crawled  up  tlie  scales  in  which 
the  weights  were,  and  in  this  si'uation  added  its  . 
own  weight,  which  occasioned  the  dose  to  be  to» 
large,  and  thus  destroyed  the  patient. 

Fecundity. — A  common  streaked  snake,  though 
of  unusual  size,  was  killed  last  week  in  the  town  of 
Fredonia,  Chautauque  county,  (N.  Y.)  from  which 
were  taken  ninety-eight  yoying  ones,  of  from  five  to 
seven  inches  in  length,  and  of  sufficient  animation 
to  crawl  about  with  considerable  spirit. 

Curious  phenomenon,  A  spot  of  ground,  nearly 
an  acre  in  extent,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hudson, 
lately  sunk  precipitately  down,  leaving  a  perpen- 
dicular bank,  where  it  had  broken  ofl",  about  18  or 
20  feet  high.  This  had  the  tlfect  of  stopping  up 
the  c!)ani\el  in  tlie  Claverack  creek,  by  wliich  the 
stream  was  forced  back,  till  its  banks  could  con- 
fine it  no  longer,  and  then  it  overflowed  the  adja- 
cent grounds.  But  the  most  remarkable  circum- 
biance  attending  this  movement  of  the  earthjis,  that 
the  entire  bed  of  the  creek,  for  about  100  yards  in 
length,  had  been  rais  d  up  to  the  surface  of  tlie 
water,  and  was  so  dry  and  firm  that  it  could  be 
easily  walked  over.  Conjecture  is  at  work  to  ac- 
count for  this  singular  phenomenoit;  but,  after  form- 
ing a  variety  of  theories,  none  of  them  appears  to 
have  been  adopted  as  the  correct  one. 

[JV',  r.  Com.  Adv. 
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EIHTfcn    AMI    PIULISHEU    HX    U.   >1LKS,   AT   $5    PKR    AWlTOn,    FAfABLE    IS    ADVANCE. 


Mb.  Adams  hus  announced  his  intention  of  iUer- 
ing'  tl)e  "form"  of  presentint^  his  continuation  of 
the  deferice  of  himself,  and  of  tiie  ffiujority  of  llie 
Cheht  mission.    !t  will  be  given  in  a  pamphlet,  and 
make  a  considerable  volume.     The  chief  purpose 
is  to  examine  certain  subjects  of  great  political 
interest  and  future  importitnce  to  the  UHited  State?, 
What  may  be  called  liis  Jjenuual  vindication,  ap- 
pears to  be  tiuished. 

New-Yore:.  Eight  new  cases  of  yellow  fever 
were  reported  to  the  bourd  of  health  on  the  9lh 
instant,  and  it  was  supposed  that  there  were  seve- 
ral others,  that,  fur  the  want  of  time,  had  not  been 
communicated.  I'he  liinils  to  be  fenced  up  were 
immediately  extendtd — the  disease  assumed  an 
alarming  appearance  very  suddenly.  No  new  cases 
were  knowi»  on  the  1  Ith,  but  a  few  have  been  since 
reported,  with  some  deaths  I'nnity  church  is  with 
in  the  seat  of  the  disease — it  h-xn  been  shut  up,  and 
burials  in  tlie  yard  are  iorbiddeii,  under  the  penalty 
of  lOU  dollars,  until  further  notice.  'I'he  latest  ac- 
counts shew  that  the  alarm  had  considerably  sub- 
sided, and  ali'ord  us  reason  to  hope  that  every  cause 
fur  It  may  be  speedily  removed. 

Ykt-low  FKVKii.  It  appears  that  the  board  of 
health  at  Philadelphia,  adiierint;'  to  the  old  restric- 
tive principle,  sent  an  agent  to  New-York,  early 
last  week,  to  ascertain  llie  condition  of  that  city  as 
to  tiie  existence  of  yellow  fever.     AVhen  this  di- 


"The  arnount  of  seven  and  six  per  cent,  stocks, 
authorized  to  be  subscribed  by  the  first  section  of 
the  act  passed  the  20th  of  April,  1822,  entitled  an 
"Act  to  aulho^i^e  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
exchange  a  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent,  for  certain  stocks,  bearing  an  interest  of  six 
and  seven  pf-r  cent."  not  having  b.  en  subscribed, 
the  proprietors  of  six  per  cent,  stocks  of  1812, 
1813,  1814  and  1815,  and  of  seven  per  cent,  .stuck 
of  1815,  who  may  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  act,  are  hereby 
informed,  that  the  books  have  been  opened  at  the 
treasury  for  receiving  subscriptions  pursuant  there- 
to, and  will  continue  open  until  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
tober next. 

The  subscriptions  n'.ay  be  made  by  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  stocks  specified,  either  in  person,  or  by 
their  attorneys,  duly  authorized  to  make  the  sub- 
scriptions and  trnnsfer  the  stocks  to  the  United 
Slates,  the  certificates  of  which  are  to  be  surren- 
dered at  the  treasury  at  the  time  of  making  sub- 
scriptions," 

TNTF.!i^fAL  NAVioATiON.  No  Icss  than  /owrfeCTi  vcs- 
sels,  of  considerable  burthen,  the  largest  that  na- 
vigate the  upper  lakes,  were  lying  in  BufJalo  har- 
bor on  the  5ih  instant.  More  than  as  many  hun- 
dred  will  socJn  annually  arrive  at  or  depart  from 
that  port.  

T!*E  Maceddkiax.  Tn  our  last  paper  we  noticed 
the  arrival  of  this  frigate  at  Norfolk.     She  had  lost 


sease  jirt-vaiie<l  in  some  parts  of  Baltimore  in  1819,  |  aexenty-dx  of  her  officers  and  crew  by  disease,  and 


fifteen  or  twenty  persons,  whose  places  of  business 
tvere  in  the  infected  districts,  died  within  about  a 
slone'fi  throw  of  the  dwelling  of  the  writer  of  this; 
but  no  one  tdokthe  disease  from  them,  nor  did  any 
person  remove  in  consequence  of  their  illness. 
Except  as  to  those  cases,  the  neighbori>ood  was 
lemarfcabiy  healthy,  as  it  usually  is. 

Vesj  Is  arriving  from  New- York  were  officially 
direc;^'!,  on  the  5th  inst.  to  remain  at  the  Lazaret- 
to for  ijrders,  before  tliey  could  proceed  to  Fhiia- 
delphia.  

AMhjicAN  Atlas.  An  agent  is  now  in  Baltimore 
to  obta'n  subsciibers  for  the  splendid  American 
Alhts,  sbout  to  be  published  at  Philadelphia,  by 
Messrs  H.  Carey  &  liCa,  on  the  plan  of  Le  Suq^e's. 
It  is  not  easy,  with  any  thing  like  brevity,  to  speak 
of  a  work  ot  its  great  merit  and  extent.  Its  m:ips, 
cliurts  and  tables,  contain  a  great  portion  of  geo- 
graptiicBi,  historical  and  political  information  com- 
bined, <(f  the  highest  importance  to  tlie  statesman, 
tcljolar  siiid  searcher  after  interetJling  truths. 

U.  9.  ?TficKs.  By  tlie  following  notice  from  the 
treasury  department,  it  will  appear  that  the  pro- 
ject for  an  exchange  of  stocks  has  so  far  failed, 
and  the  'jrd  section  of  the  act,  [see  present  vol.  of 
the  Register,  page  140],  will  now  regulate  the 
proposed  transfer  until  the  1st  of  October  ensuing. 
The  lime  seems  to  have  passed  away  when  such  a 
scheme  was  practicable  in  our  country — and  per- 
sons are  not  willing  to  take  fire,  when  they  expect 
to  receive  six  per  cent,  interest  for  money.  But, 
as  the  rate  of  interest  has  been  reduced  by  the 
bank  of  England,  perhaps  we  may  receive  some 
foieis^n  aid  in  support  of  the  plan; 
Vox.  KXir. 25. 


had  between  fifty  and  si.xty  on  the  sick  list,  most  of 
them  convalescent — but  several  deaths  and  some 
new  cases  have  since  occurred.  Great  exertions 
were  promptly  made  to  relieve  the  survivors — the 
healthy  part  of  the  crew  were  transferred  toanother 
vessel,  and  the  sick  landed  on  Craney  island,  a  heal, 
thy  spot,,  were  the  best  accommodations  were  pro- 
vid&d  for  them.  The  names  of  those  who  died  dur- 
ing her  cruize  are  given;  the  officers  were — George 
VV.  Isaacs,  lieut  JameiS  M.  C.  Clements,  lieut.  of 
marines;  John  Cndie,  surgeon;  and  Messrs  Rand, 
Wood,  Emmet,  Hossack,  Murray  and  Rutgers,  mid- 
shipmen; and  John  Sickles,  captain's  clerk.  Lieut. 
George  Pearce,  l.st  of  the  ship,  has  died  since  her 
arrival,  and  some  others — total  number  of  deaths 
up  to  the  12th  instant — ninety-one! 

The  disease  that  has  prevailed  on  board  this  ves- 
sel is  calletlthe  "ship  fever,"  and  a  letter  from  Ha- 
vana says, — "It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  crew 
of  the  Macedonian  got  sick  from  being  at  Havana, 
but  from  her  having,  after  a  two  years  voyage  in  the 
Pacific,  returned  home  without  eleanainff  out.  It 
must  be  recollected  also,  that  she  took  in  provisions 
and  sailed  in  three  weeks,  and  that  she  had  been  at 
the.  island  of  St.  Domingo." 

This  great  destruction  of  life  has  much  excited 
the  public  attention.  Sucha  case  has  never  before 
happened  in  our  service,  and  we  hope  that  th© 
causes  of  it  will  be  zealously  inquired  into. 

Pritateeriivb.  An  eastern  paper  gives  the  names 
of  seven  American  vessels,  recently  captured  by 
Spanish  privateers,  and  condemned  at  Porto  Cavel- 
lo  and  Porto  Rico,  under  the  paper  blockade  of  ifie 
Colombian  coast-. 
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The  fihst  ^C3IHEn  of  the  «'Wasljiiiglon  Uepubli-  j  be  entirely  removed.     To  etFect  an  object  so  de- 


ean  and  Congressional  Examiner,"  edited  by  col. 
Thomas  L.  McKenney,  was  received  last  week.  In 
its  progress  tljus  far,  it  promises  well  to  become  an 
interesting  and  useful  paper. 

The  AHJir.  The  military  afiairs  of  the  United 
States  are  separated  into  two  departments,  the 
eastern  and  western.  The  head-quarters  of  the 
gen.  in  chief,  is  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  of  the 
Eastern,  at  Gouverncur's  Island,  N.  Y.;  of  the  West- 
cm,  at  Louisville,  Ken.  The  eastern  department 
comprizes  all  east  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  south- 
ernmost point  of  riorida  to  the  north-west  extre- 
uiity  of  Lake  Superior— the  western,  all  west  of 
that  line,  taking  in  the  whole  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee,  &.c. 

Mn.  Randolph  yet  makes  a  noise  in  the  London 
papers.  The  "Sun,"  of  the  24th  June,  gives  the 
important  intelligence  that  he,  "lale  candidate  fur 
the  oflce  of  president  of  the  United  Stales  of  America, 
Iiad  dined  at  Portsmouth  with  admiral  sir  J.  li. 
AVhitshed,  K.  C.  B.  commander  in  chief  at"  that 
silation! 

National  pakties.  It  appears  that  much  irrita- 
tion prevails  between  what  are  locally  called  the 
American  and  French  parties  at  New-Orleans.  The 
former  has  succeeded  in  electing  Mr.  Livingston  to 
congress.  But  great  complaints  are  made  that  the 
natives  of  Fi-ance  and  St.  Domingo  have  a  mono- 
l)oly  of  the  posts  of  profit  and  honor.  One  of  the 
papers  says,  "The  period  has  arrived  when  we 
must  ascertain  the  fact,  whether  foreign  French- 
men, who  have  sought  a  refuge  on  this  continent 
from  distress,  are  to  root  out  and  overpower  its 
native  possessors." 

SrAi3T.  A  paper  is  published  as  a  manifesto  of 
the  Spanish  government,  and  as  presenting  its 
views  in  regard  to  the  (late)  Spanish  American 
provinces.  It  shews  a  design  to  attempt  to  main. 
^ain  the  authority  of  Spain  over  these  provinces, 
and  to  use  her  utmost  means  to  prevent  an  acknow- 
iedgmtnt  of  the  new  states  by  the  European  pow- 
ers; but  dues  not  refer  to  any  proceedings  had  in 
Uie  United  States  in  respect  to  this  matter.  We 
do  not  give  the  article,  because  we  cannot  regard 
it  as  genuine. 

Kentcck-y.  Mucli  discussion  is  still  going  on  in 
this  state  as  to  the  policy  and  cil'cct  of  the  "relief 
measures,"  and  the  right  and  wrong  of  them  are 
ardently  contested.  We  have  always  entertained 
an  opinion  that  proceedings  of  this  nature  must 
needs  operate  for  the  benefit  of  a  designing  few  at 
the  cost  of  the  honest  many — and,  that  for  one  de- 
serving person  whom  they  really  assist  or  preserve, 
Ihey  break  down  and  destroy  at  least  twenty  others, 
iLS  well  entitled  to  the  public  concern  as  that  favor- 
ed one.  At  a  dinner,  on  the  4th  of  July,  the  vene- 
rable Shelut  gave  the  following  toast: 

"The  relief  measures  are  demoralizing,  impoli- 
tic  and  unconstitutional — may  they  be  crushed." 

Teskessee.  Gov.  Carroll,  in  his  late  message  to 
the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  has  the  following  re- 
maiks— at  once  honorable  to  his  head  and  heart: 

"I  am  happy  in  having  it  in  my  power  to  say,  that, 
the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  country  have 
been  greatly  diminished  by  the  industry  of  our  ci- 
lizeus,  and  the^surplus  produce  of  the  last  year— 
u  rq^isonablip  bop?  is  eutertained  i^\  tjjiey  wUl  spon 


sirable,  nothing  will  have  a  greater  tendency  than 
the  encouragement  of  domesitic  manufactures,  fru- 
gality and  industrious  habits,  A  course  of  this  kind 
will  result  in  much  more  permanent  benefit  to  the 
country,  than  th  -.  enactment  of  stni/  and  replevin 
laws,  or  the  emission  of  an  unsound  paper  curren- 
cy." 

Captaix  IIcll.  The  court  instituted  to  inquire 
into  the  official  conduct  of  captain  Hull,  met  at 
Boston  on  the  12th  instant — previous  to  which  the 
followmg  "notice"  was  published  in  the  news- 
papers: 

"The  government  of  the  United  States  having, 
on  the  special  request  of  ciiptain  Isaac  Hull,  ap- 
pointed captains  John  Kodgers,  Isaac  Chauncey, 
and  Charles  Monis,  esqrs.  of  tlie  United  States  na- 
v)-,  a  court  of  inquiry,  lo  convene  at  the  navy  yarri 
in  Charlestown,  on  the  I2lh  day  ot  August  current, 
at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  and  thereto  examine  minute- 
ly into  the  official  conduct  of  captain  Hull  since, 
his  appointment  as  comn.^.ndant  of  thut  jaru. 
with  direction  to  report  all  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances which  shall  be  disclosed  by  the  inquiry 
together  with  their  opinion  in  relation  to  the  same; 
all  persons  who  !i:i\e  any  complaints  to  make,  o; 
know  any  facts  or  circumstances  tending  to  impl; 
cate  captain  Hull,  as  commandant  as  aforesaid,  arc 
hereby  required  to  appear  at  the  time  and  place 
above-mentioned — and  then  and  there  give  ev: 
dence  btfore  said  court. 

GEO.  SULLIVAN,  Jud^e  Advocate. 
Boston,  Aug.  6  1822." 

g^"^^"^^  ^'^  '^ot  like  this  manner  of  aJyeiimVij-fo; 
witnesses,  though  probably  adopted  at  the  request 
of  captain  Hull,  himself,  that  those  who  have  u 
knowledge  of  any  thing  prejudicial  to  his  characte: 
may  now  speak,  "or  ever  after  hold  their  peace.'' 
Persons  are  not  ajjt  to  volunteer  to  bear  witne^ 
against  their  neighbor,  and  no  one  but  a  personam 
enemy,  if  any  the  gallant  captain  has,  could  obey  & 
summons  like  this,  and  become  liable  to  tl.e  sus. 
picion  of  unworthy  motives.  The  "judge  advocate'' 
has  surely  over-stepped  his  authority  in  MiEti.viRiNG' 
the  attendance  of  "all  persons,"  as  slated  in  his  no- 
tice— we  are  not  certain  that  private  persons  car. 
even  be  summoned,  under  compulsory  process,  by 
a  military  court  of  inquiry,  and  feel  confidei.t  that, 
if  so,  there  is  danger  in  the  power  granted.  But 
there  is  something  exceedingly  ottensive  to  us, 
that  witnesses  sliould  be  advertised  for  to  attack 
the  reputation  of  the  man  who  led  the  van  of  the 
naval  glory  of  his  country  in  the  late  war.  Feelings 
may  prevail  at  Boston  to  palliate  the  proceeding — 
but  the  nation  cannot  participate  in  them;  and  pub- 
lie  officers  are  not  to  act  for  the  little  spot  on  which 
they  happen  to  be  located. 

Afuica.  The  colony  at  Cape  Mesurads  is  well 
reported  of.  Some  of  the  people  have  Utely  re- 
turned for  the  purpose  of  taking  out  their  lamilies. 
This  proceeding  will,  prolaably,  induce  ir.hers  to 
emigrate. 

The  FCLLEn's  eauth,  lately  discovered  in  New- 
York,  is  ascertained  to  possess  all  the  desired  quah- 
ties. 

"  -CoTtoif.  A  specimen  of  cotton  from  Illinoi.s 
said  to  be  of  the  second  quality  raised  there,  has 
been  forwarded  to  Baltimore.  "It  is  beautifully 
white  and  fine,  but  a  little  shorter  tlian  the  Loui- 
isiana,"  gays  the  editor  of  the  American  Jarmer. 
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The  3t4iLS,  from  Abbington  to  Lynchburg,  Va. 
appear  to  have  been  frequently  robbed  between 
the  20tb  of  June  and  10th  of  July,  ultimo. 

The  Saut  de  St.  Mauie.  Col.  Erady  and  the 
troops  have  reached  this  new  post,  and  our  Hag  has 
been  hoisted.  Many  Indians  liad  visited  the  place, 
and  appeared  quite  friendly.  The  post  is  healthy, 
the  climate  good,  tlie  forests  abound  with  game, 
and  the  lakes  and  streams  have  abundance  of  ex- 
cellent fish  and  fowl. 

Navigation.  We  noticed  some  time  ago  the 
arrival  of  the  schooner  Amanda  at  Baltimore,  in 
sixty-five  days  from  Valparaiso.  It  is  calculated 
that,  in  that  time,  she  must  have  sailed  11.860  miles, 
and  have  made  a  daHy  average  progress  of  182 
miles! 

Rattlzssaeks,    a  person  lately  exhibited  at  Fe- , 
tersburg,  Va.  a  pair  of  these  snakes,  male  and  fe- 
male, wtiicli  were  as  tame  and  as  obedient  to  him  as ! 
spanielsjare  to  their  masters.     They  are  in  the  full ' 
possession  of  their  life-destroying  power,  as  was! 
shewii  by  their  killing  a  rat  in  ten  minutes,  and 
eating  it  afterwards,  in  the  presence  of  many  spec- 
tators, surrounding  a  larj^e  table,  on  which  they 
were  turned  loose!  The  rat  received  only  one,  and, 
appartritly,  a  very  slight  blow — it  was  convulsed 
immediately  and  died.     Tiie  snakes  caress  their 
master,  wlio  assures  tlie  public,  and  especially  tlie 
ladies,  that  there  is  not  the  least  danger  in  witness- 
ing the  exliibition  of  them. 

FOnEIOK    NEWS. 

from  London  papers  of  the  30//*  June. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  royal  assent  has 
been  given  to  the  trade  and  navigation  bills,  which 
Recently  passed  parhament.  Inteihgence  of  an  ad- 
justment of  affairs  with  the  Chinese  has  been  re- 
ceived at  London.  A  motion  to  repeal  the  tax  on 
salt  hiS  failed  in  the  commons,  10-1  to  92;  but  a  bill 
has  passed  to  permit  the  people  to  use  roasted  grain 
in  lieu  of  coffee,  if  they  please.  Wonderful  liberty! 
A  public  dinner  had  b«eii  given  in  London  to  Mr. 
Zea,  the  Colombian  minister.  A  shipment  to  the 
amount  of  .^40,877,  principally  woollens,  was  made 
by  one  house  in  Liverpool,  in  the  Belviderafor  Bal- 
timore. 

Fourteen  persons  have  been  arrested  at  Armagh, 
on  a  charge  of  higli  treason.  The  affair  has  caused 
much  speculation  among  the  people. 

In  Ireland,  famine  and  disease  were  in  full  pro- 
gress— their  destructive  force  was  hourly  accumu- 
lating. The  king's  late  visit  to  Dublin,  to  drink  some 
kot  whiskey  punch  with  his  dearly  beloved  subjects 
there,  cost  about  as  much  money  as  the  public  and 
private  charity  of  Great  Britain  has  granted  for  the 
relief  of  starving  millions— and  the  fooleries  of  the 
coronation  many  times  more! 

The  peerage  of  England  has  doubled  in  the  last 
forty  years.  In  1782  there  were  but  187  peers, 
now  there  are  371,  exclusive  of  the  creations  at  the 
late  coronation. 

The  Loudon  Courier  gives  sax  columns  to  de- 
scribe the  persons  and  the  dresses  and  decoratioi^ 
of  the  ladies  who  attended  the  late  drawing  room. 
A  New  York  editor  observes  that,  "so  minute  and 
numerous  are  the  accounts  of  the  latter,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  in  what  way  they  could  have 
been  obtained  and  published  the  next  day,  unless, 
like  our  congressional  speeches,  they  were  prepar- 
ed beforehand  by  the  ladies  tbemyelves  and  traiw- 
icrred  to  ♦^^e  prlnteiv" 


France.  Only  six  crimes  are  said  to  be  punisha- 
ble with  death  in  France,  viz:  treason,  murder,  ar- 
son, burglary,  forgery  of  the  national  bank  notes 
and  public  securities,  and  robbery  with  violence. 

The  people  of  France  are  subjected  to  the  most 
rude  and  arbiti-ary  system  of  search.  Two  persons 
coming  out  of  a  bookseller's  shop,  were  arrested 
without  warrant  or  authority,  dr.igged  before  the 
prefecture  of  the  police,  examined,  afid  then  dis- 
missed,  with  the  satisfaction  of  being  told  that  they 
were  suspected  of  having  prohibited  engravings! 

The  public  libraries  of  France  are  reported  to 
contain  4,470,724  printed  books,  of  which  about 
one  fourth  are  in  those  of  Paris. 

Spain.  An  explosion  in  this  country  is  expected 
in  Fiance,  and  hence  the  march  of  French  troops 
to  the  frontier.  The  cortes  has  ordered  20,000 
militia  into  service.  The  province  of  Valencia  is 
under  martial  law,  on  account  of  disaffection,  and 
the  priests  are  every  where  exerting  themselves, 
and  with  considerable  success,  to  produce  a  civtl 
war— /or  the  "good  of  chrisUanit^," — like  they  used 
to  roast  honest  people! 

Portugal.  A  conspiracy  has  been  detected  that 
had  for  its  object  an  overthrow  of  the  constitutional 
government — some  priests,  "holy  men,"  appear  to 
have  been  at  the  bottom  of  the  business.  It  was 
their  design  to  have  kilied-off  the  most  emitrent 
members  of  the  cortes.  Enslaved  nations  will  learu 
that,  if  they  desire  to  regain  their  natural  righls^s 
men,  they  must  commence  the  work  of  regenera- 
tion by  disposing  of  the  national  priesthood  iri  com- 
fortable quarters;  where  they  shall  be  treated  welf, 
if  they  deserve  it — but  not  be  peimitted  to  meddle 
with  -worldly  affairs. 

The  cortes  Lave  adopted  measures  for  the  tran- 
quility of  Brazil.  They  appear  to  be  liberal,  and 
probably  will  have  some  effect.  They  have  de. 
creed  ttlat  the  crown  prince  shall  remain  in  this 
country,  to  govern  it.  This  is  what  the  people 
seem  to  have  desired. 

It  is  likely  that  the  crew  of  the  corvette  He- 
roine (among  whom  are  19  Americans),  will  be 
treated  as  pirates,  the  vesesel  being  condemned  as 
such,  which  it  appears  probable  that  she  rej^Uy  was, 
without  a  regular  commission  from  any  one. 

Sicily.  A  violent  quarrel  took  place  at  Palermo, 
on  the  29th  of  May,  between  tke  inhabitants  and 
the  Austrian  troops,  when  several  of  the  latter 
were  wounded,  and  one  killed.  On  the  26th  of  the 
same  month  the  churches  of  that  city  were  robbed 
of  all  their  valuable  property.  Several  individualr 
had  been  arrested,  and  a  discovery  made  of  the 
the  existence  of  a  troop  of  12u  robbers,  which  had 
hitherto  bid  defiance  to  the  efforts  of  the  poUce. 

Rome.  The  pope  has  issued  a  rescript  strongly 
enforcing  the  reading  of  the  holy  scriptgres. 

Siveden.  There  have  been  terrible  contlagratioDs 
in  Sweden  and  Norway  — 166  houses  were  burnt  at 
Subzbach,  tn  the  10th  May;  and  the  centre  of  the 
quarter  of  Blassieholmen,  in  Stockholm,  was  de- 
stroyed on  the  12th  of  June^the  loss  of  merchan. 
disc  alone  estimated  at  from  4  %o  500,000  dollars, 
besides  large  magazinee  belonging  to  the  crown, 
ships  in  the  harbor,  &c.  The  town  of  Uleaborg  has 
been  consumed,  and  400  houses  burnt  in  the  city  of 
Nordkicping.  The  town  of  Embrittsham  has  also 
suffered  exceedingly.  These  events  are  nupposed  to 
have  happened  by  design;  but  a  Stockholm  paper  of 
the  llih  June  gives  us  the  following  terrible  narra- 
tive  of  an  accidental  fire — In  the  parish  of  Gme, 
in  the  district  of  Hedeniark,  in  Norway,  a  church 
has  been  burnt;  by  wkich  msny  pci:f«D»b«Te-^nie 
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to  a  melancholy  end.     The  church  was  of  wood,    have  twice  preseiiied   themselves  before    Patras, 


and  smeared  over  with  tar  so  that  the  whole  edifice 
was  in  tiaroes  in  a  few  minutes.  Several  hundred 
persons  who  were  in  at  the  time,  ruslied  to  the 
door,  wUtnce  a  press  was  caused  which  stopped 
the  way;  the  people  then  ran  to  the  windows,  and, 
though  they  were  high,  leaped  through  them  out 
of  the  burning  buildmg.  The  clergyman,  who  was 
in  ti>e  pulpit,  chose  tliis  shorter  way,  and  saved  his 
life  by  a  hazardous  leap.  But  above  100  persons, 
who  could  not  make  their  escape,  perished  in  the 
flames.  The  fire  was  occasioned  by  the  careless- 
ness of  the  sexion,  an  old  man,  who  had  not  used 
due  caution  with  Uie  fire  kept  for  lighting  the  ta- 
pers on  the  altar. 

Husiia  and  Turkey.  The  amount  of  the  reports, 
and  we  have  not  yet  any  thing  but  reports,  go  to 
shew  that  there  will  iiot  be  any  war;  but  the  Turks 
have  not  yet  evacuated  the  contested  provinces. 
It  is  stated,  however,  that  Alexander  has  ordered 
certain  Greeks,  whom  he  stiles  ''notorious  abettors 
of  Ypsilanti"  to  leave  his  territories,  and  directed 
that  the  imperial  guards  should  return  to  the  capi- 

■  tal.  The  following  is  given  as  the  force  of  the  Rus- 
sian armies  on  the  Turkish  frontier,  and  we  cannot 
Vet  believe  that  Alexander  has  abandoned  his  de- 
sign of  conquest — The  hrst  army  is  140,000  strong, 
and  the  the  second  260,000 — They  have  2000  pie. 
ces  of  artillery  with  them;  60,000  of  the  troops  are 
grenadiers,  and  25,u0o  hussars. 

Turkey.  A  great  number  of  Greek  hostages 
were  slaughtered  at  Consvantinople  on  the  25tii 
May — some  of  whom  were  lately  among  the  most 
respectable  merchants  in  the  Levant — others  were 
distinguished  prelates.  This  afl'air  has  been  urg- 
ed in  parliament,  and  l6rd  Londonderry,  in  re- 
ply, said  that  the  enormities  were  greater  than  they 
.  had  been  represented  in  the  papers,  but  that  none 
of  the  persons  had  been  entitled  to  British  protec- 
tion, except  so  far  as  humanity  was  concenied,  and 
that  lord  Strangford  had  exerted  himself  to  save 
ihem,  but  without  success.  A  member  inquired 
whether  the  minister  could  give  any  account  of 
the  new  slave  trade  recently  established  in  the  east, 
for  amiable  and  accomplished  christian  females,  by 
a  government  which  was  encouraged  and  support- 
ed by  the  free  and  enlightened  admiiiistration  of 
J'.ngland? 

The  murderers  were  yet  at  work  at  Scio.  The 
barbarians  promised  an  amnesty — the  generous 
French  consul  proclaimed  it,  and  pledged  himself 
for  the  sultan's  pardon — the  people  surrendered 
itieir  arms,  and  a  general  massacre  Ibllowed;  78  per- 
sons detained  as  hostages  in  the  fort,  were  first  cut 
to  pieces,  then  the  unresisting  inhabitants  of  thir- 
teen  villages  were  put  to  death  with  the  most  re- 

■  fined  cruelties.  Some  few  had  escaped  to  the  moun- 
tains, and  the  French  consul's  house  was  filled  with 
women  and  children,  who  were  nobly  protected  by 
him.     The  whole  island  is  said  to  be  a  sepulchre. 

'i'fic  entire  amount  of  persons  slaughtered  at 
Scio,  or  carried  off  as  slaves,  is  estimated  at  oiie  hun- 
dred thousand.'  This  was  one  of  the  most  populous 
und  delightful  islands  in  the  world,  in  a  very  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  improvement,  and  had  fa- 
IDCUS  schools,  hospitals,  libraries,  &c.  all  which  are 
swept  away.  See  the  heart-rending  address  of  the 
Greeks,  page  389. 

The  affairs  of  the  Greeks  are  desperate — it  is  af- 
firu.ed  again  that  the  operation  of  the  Turks,  both 
by  sea  and  land,  are  now  directed  by  EiiglisJi  offi- 
cers! 

The  Greek  fieets  are  yet  in  good  condition  and 
teep  tlie  gea.    A  late  account  says-rThe  Turks 


with  their  whoie  naval  ibrce,  and  twice  have  been 
compelled  by  the  Greeks  to  return  to  their  ports. 
In  the  last  attack,  six  Turkish  vessels  separated  from 
the  rest  of  tlie  ilecl,  and,  pursued  by  the  (ireeks, 
sought  to  save  themselves  at  Munis.  The  En^luh, 
to  give  them  time,  prohibited  tiie  Greek  vessels 
from  attacking  them;  and,  as  a  further  precaution, 
they  detained  the  galliot  of  the  Greek  admiral, 
which  had  come  under  a  flag  of  truce,  on  a  pre- 
tence thill  it  had  violated  the  sanitary  cordon  of 
Sant;.  Maura! 

C/tuia.  Ihe  dispute  with  the  English,  through 
the  force  of  money,  appears  to  be  scttiecl— at  pre- 
sent. The  governor  ot  Canton  has  conceded  that 
the  merchants  were  not  to  blame  for  the  aggression 
complained  of;  and  states  that  it  appears  "liie  man 
of  war  has  run  away  with  the  foreign  murderers, 
so  that  tlie  merclianls  iiave  no  means  of  delivering 
them  up — but  that  they  will  make  a  complete  re- 
presentation of  the  ailairto  their  government,  that 
it  may  be  examined  into,"  &.c. 

Cuba.  'I'lie  captaing'eneral,  JSlahy,  died  at  Ha- 
vana on  the  I9th  ult.  ile  was  a  great  favorite  with 
the  bod}'  of  the  people,  and  his  decease  is  much 
deplored  by  them.  lie  was  interred  on  the  23d, 
with  great  pomp  and  solemnily,  in  the  presence  of 
a  muitilude  of  persons.  Govcr',.or  Kinderland  suc- 
ceeds to  the  temporary  command  of  the  island  and 
its  dependencies. 

H.ivana  is  very  sickly,  and  the  number  of  deaths 
are  uncommonly  great. 

There  appears  to  be  two  parties  in  Cuba — one  of 
the  natives,  and  the  other  of  the  Spaniards.  The 
former  is  much  the  strongest. 

Colombia.  Despatches  have  been  received  at 
Caraccas  from  the  head  quarters  of  the  "Liberator 
President"  at  Pastos.  They  say— "The  war  of  the 
south  has  terminated  with  glory  to  the  arms  of  Co- 
lombia. A  million  of  Americans  are  thus  added  to 
the  family  of  the  republic;  and  the  conqueror  of  a 
hundred  battles,  the  generous  enemy  of  Spain,  the 
creator  of  Colombia,  the  immortal  Bolivar,  has 
added  new  lustre  to  his  immeasurable  glory." 

The  army  under  Bwlivar  amounts  to  about  7,500 
men,  including  the  garrisons  in  St.  P'e.  The  forces 
in  the  province  of  Venezuela  are  about  5500  strong, 
in  addition. 

A  Spanish  brig,  of  18  guns,  with  a  cargo  of  spe- 
cie, indigo,  &c,  valued  at  300,000  dollars,  was 
lately  captured  by  two  of  the  Colombian  flotilla. 
Five  Spanish  privateers  are  occasionally  otf"  the 
coast — the  strong  fortress  of  Porto  Cavello  is  stili 
held  by  the  royalists,  but  the  town  is  nearly  de- 
stroyed by  the  besiegers. 

Mexico.  It  is  reported,  and  we  fear  truly,  that 
the  emperor  has  re  established  the  inquisition  of  tlie 
friars,  and  is  engaged  in  the  persecution  of  liberal 
and  philosophic  men.  If  so,  we  must  think  that  his 
reign  will  be  a  short  one. 

(^It  has  been  hinted  to  the  editor  of  tJie  Reofs* 
TEn  that  there  is  an  agent,  or  pretended  agent  of 
the  emperor  of  Mexico  in  the  United  States,  who 
wishes  to  hire  a  nui-  ber  of  able  bodied  young  men 
to  serve  as  guards  for  his  ««impepial  majesty."  Let 
them  beware  how  they  give  up  their  liberty. 

Canada.  The  British  have  reduced  their  naval 
establishment  in  Canada.  The  men  are'chiefly  dis- 
missed and  the  officers  ordered  home.  A  single 
lieutenant  remains  on  Lake  Huron. 


(^ Later — Loudon  dates  of  July  10. 
After  the  preceding  articles  were  prepared  for 
the  press,  another  batch  of  foreign  news  was  re- 
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oei<p'J,  via  an  arrival  at  Boston,  and  brings  intelli- 
geri'~e  ten  divs  later. 

J  . Tn.i'  which  now  nriost  irsterusts  us  is  to  ascertain 
wh;-;:er  the  emperor  of  Russia  will  really  act  the 
^ar*  jf  a  deHverer  of  tlie  <ireeks  from  the  barbar- 
jsiT /;  0*  tile  ••legitimate"  Turk?;  and  every  honest 
mat:  Sf-ems  v.-iiling  tt)  pi^rdon  Ins  lust  of  doim nation 
on  ac:oiiiitof  the  v.  retches  to  be  punished,  and  for 
the  sake  of  the  worthy  to  be  relieved. 

The  body  of  the  reports  now  are  in  fa.vorof  the 
opinion  that  we  have  invariably  expressed  on  this 
subject— which  is.  that  there  would  be  war  between 
Russia  and  Turkey,  mikI  tliat  the  Greeks  might  be 
Saved,  notwiMisiandiif,'-  the  ellorts  of  the  Ihitinh  to 
prevent  it  from  happeuinj^  -  but  asytt  there  are  no 
oertainties  (jf  these  things.  Several  letters  stale 
Khat  the  infernal  massacre  of  the  Sciols  has  caused 
/I  ^reat  clrin^f  in  the  sentiments  of  Alexander  as 
■i  to  the  affairs  of  Tu:  key,  and  liis  armies  on  tlie  fron- 
tier iiave  be<n  increased,  ihS'.ead  of  diminished. 
Jt  appears  eHiircly  cv  rtain  that  iht  Tuiks  have  not 
evacuated  Mold.avia  and  WallachJa,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  t!ie  projjosed  peace;  on  the  contrary,  fresh 
Asiatic  tro()i)s  were  entering  thoni.  The  JJritish 
mini.sterial  papers  regard  the  accounts  as  "unsatis 
.factory,"  ai.d  we  believe  that  the  sword  and  not 
she  pen  will  settle  affairs  in  the  east.  Is  it  not  very 
possible  th*t  Alexander,  knowins,'  the  character  of 
the  Turks,  has  been  waiting,  if  not  wishing  for, 
some  outrap^e  like  that  at  Scio,  togive  him  an  over- 
whelming excuse  for  assaulting  the  barbarians? 

1  he  Greeks  too,  do  not  appear  so  :auc1i  discou- 
raged hs  former  advices  repiesented  them  to  be. 
They  have  lately  gained  several  important  victo- 
ries— especially  one  over  Chonrschid  pacha,  at 
Kartditza,  another  over  the  butcher  pacha  of  fia- 
Joaica,  at  Cara  Veria,  and  a  third  ovtr  the  barba- 
rian army  encamped  near  Larissa;  these  were  im- 
portant  aflairs.  The  provisional  government,  seat- 
ed at  Corinth,  has  decJarevd  a  lavage  part  of  the 
Turkish  coasts  in  a  state  of  bhckade  —Iht  decree 
shall  be  given  hereafter.  There  are  some  details 
<>l'the  affairs  that  took  plac?  at  Scio,  from  eye-ivit- 
nesses  of  them — they  are  most  horrible,  Not  con- 
tent with  murdering'  all  they  con'd  gel  hold  cf  or 
making  slaves  of  i hem,  with  burning  -lO  villaires  and 
82  chiirrhes,  leaving  only  15  houses  standuig  on 
the  island,  they  opened  even  the  tombs  and  strew- 
ed  the  bones  of  the  long  deceased  to  embtllish  tlie 
streets,  filled  with  the  bodies  of  the  recently  slain! 
The  actors  in  these  tilings  .nre  allies  of  christian 
England!  We  shall  insert  some  of  these  particulars. 

It  appears  now  undoubted  that  the  Jiriii'jh  are 
.assisting  the  Turks — a  vessel  lias  arrived  at  ['.itra.s, 
under  the  protection  of  the  Jivitish  consul,  to  supply 
the  Turkish  army  with  grain.  Another  has  sailed 
from  London,  direct  for  Constantinople,  laden  with 
gun-powder.  A  third  was  lying  in  the  Thames,  (il- 
fed  with  cannon,  msskets,  h.c.  &c.  destined  for 
Egypt,  under  direction  of  an  agent  of  the  Pacha, 
&c.  &c.  AVhen  these  vessels  arrive  m  the  Medi. 
terranean,  it  is  probable  that  they  will  receive  con- 
voy  from  British  ships  of  war! 

The  French  have  two  anvitary  cordons  on  the 
Spanish  frontier,  though  no  infectious  or  contagious 
disease  is  mentioned  as  prevailing  in  Spain.  Toge- 
ther, they  consist  of  60,000  men;  and  two  frigates 
have  sailed  from  Toulon  to  cruise  on  the  Spanish 
Mediterranean  coast.  We  cannot  understand  the 
tneaning  of  those  proceedings,  unless  another  revo- 
lution in  Spain  is  expected — which,  iiuleed,  seems 
likely  to  happen;  for,  in  the  very  presence  of 
the  king,  returning  from  the  cortes,  an  affair  took 
.n^ace  between  two  parties,  one  shoutlnj  /•' .°  /A-r 


conetilulionallcincr,  the  other  crying  out  live  the  kiu^ 
absolute,  in  which  swords  were  drawn.  The  authors 
of  the  latter  cry  were  nrrtsted.  The  best  informed 
persons  in  Spain  attribute  these  disorders  to  the 
emissaries  of  I'rance,  and  the  public  feeling  is  so 
great  that  Madrid  is  regarded  as  no  longer  a  safe 
residence  for  the  French  ambassador! 

The  distresses  in  Ireland  become  greater  and 
greater.  The  conlribuuo:is  are  alrendij  exhausted. 
'I'he  pestilence  is  increasing.  It  has  been  confi- 
dently staled  in  parliament  that  the  amount  of  the 
horrors  that  prevail  in  this  country,  is  far  beyond 
the  representations  of  it!  But  the  kii-.g  is  prepar- 
ing to  take  a  frolick  in  Scotland,  at  the  cost  of,  per» 
iiaps,  100,000/. 


The  Greeks. 

The  following  addre.ss  from  the  Greeks  at  Con- 
stantinople, to  their  brethren  in  London,  cannot 
be  read  Witiiout  ihe  deepest  emotion: — 

Constantinople,  May  25,  1822. 
"Dear  and  beloved  brethren  and  countrymen  in  London, 

"We  doubt  not  that  the  news  contained  herein 
must  liave  already  reached  you  and  fallen  like  a 
thunderbolt  on  your  hearts.  What  -ore  dreadful 
than  the  knowiedge  that  our  illustrious  and  inno- 
cent cGunii->  men — teu  ofthem  in  prison  here — and 
those  in  the  castle  of  Scic,  ninety-five  in  all,  uni- 
versally esteemed  and  respected,  chosen  and  held 
as  hostages  for  more  than  a  year  past,  .it  least,  witii- 
out a  single  motive,  without  even  the  shado.v  of  a 
personal  accusation  against  them,  have  been  bar- 
barously e::ecuted;  We  at  first  deeply  lainentefl 
the  unmerited  restraint  put  upon  the  persons  of 
those  now  no  more.  Tlieir  death,  ignominious  and 
cruel,  in  tlie  first  barst  of  grief,  nearly  paralys- 
ed our  faculties;  but  these  we  look  upon  now  as  en- 
joy'rg  eternal  and  immutable  felicty.  Our  pity  no 
longer  is  then  due,  but  it  flows  for  those  unfortu- 
nates v/ho  have  survived,  and  who  henceforth  are 
docrced  to  have  tyrann}'  unexam];led  in  history  and 
depriiaticns  of  every  kind.  Who  can  without  shud- 
dering read  of  tlie  total  ruin,  the  universal  desola- 
tion, ofour  famed  and  oncehapp)'  isle — thedesiruc- 
lion  of  all  its  inhabitani.s,  nearly  one  hundred  thou- 
sand, who,  e.\cept  a  very  few,  Uiat  almost  miracu- 
.'ousiy  escaped  from  those  ill  fated  shores,  have  fal- 
len victims  to  the  sword,  to  fire,  hunger,  and  slave- 
ry, that  worst  of  all  evih.'  Who  can,  without  feel- 
ings  of  indignation  manning  their  cheeks— ^with- 
out execrating  the  perpetrators  of  the.se  horrid  acts, 
beliold  a  v/liole  city,  lately  so  flourishing,  now  one 
heap  of  ruins — whole  villages,  innumerable  coui.try 
seats,  a  prey  to  the  Haines;'  Our  celebrated  schoul 
library,  hospital  for  the  sick  and  for  the  lepers,  la- 
zaret for  those  attacked  with  the  plague,  hundreds 
of  churches  riclily  adorned — ali  one  confused  mass 
of  smoking  rubbish.  Our  island  lately  so  much  fre- 
quented by  (Europeans,  and  more  especially  by  the 
English  families  of  the  first  r  uik,  will  now  have  only 
their  ashes  to  shew  to  the  passr.g  strangers.  Nor 
is  this  so  dreadful  in  itself.  'I'he  most  dire  of  our 
calamities — the  slavery  of  so  many  respectable  wo- 
men, young  pr>ople  and  children  of  botii  sexes,  sent 
off  to  the  diHerent  parts  of  Asia— the  markets  of 
this  city  and  Smyrna  filled  with  women  and  young 
people  of  the  first  rank,  an:;  who  have  received  the 
best  education.  What  can  be  more  dreadful  than 
this.'  Happy,  thrice  happy,  those  whom  the  steel 
of  the  assassin  has  snatched  from  scenes  so  harrow, 
ing  to  the  feelings!  Hnw  miserable  thosj  still  suf- 
fered  to  exist — Avho  see  the  sufferings,  hear  the 
cries  anrl  piteojs  acc<iuts  uf  their  \Vlveb,  clni  'Ter- 
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unci  relations;  and  ate  witnesses  to  the  barbarous 
treatment  this  devoted  and  innocent  people  receive 
from  the  wretches  \yho  have  them  in  their  power! 
What  can  be  laid  to  our  charge?  we,  poor  Sciots, 
who,  from  the  beginning-,  have  remained  faithful, 
are  rewarded  with  death  and  slavery!  It  is  well 
known  that,  as  soon  as  the  Porte  heard  of  the  in- 
surrection in  the  Morea,  and  sundry  islands  of  the 
Arch?pelago,  it  sent  here  a  Pacha  with  three  tails, 
having  with  him  about  three  thousand  troops;  the 
whole  of  the  expenses  of  the  garrison  was  defrayed 
by  our  island,  which  in  the  course  of  about  fourteen 
months  paid  more  than  2,700,000  piastres,  each  ac- 
cording to  his  means.  Besides  this,  the  Sultan  or- 
dered  a  choice  to  be  made  of  sixty  of  the  most  con- 
siderable and  respectable  from  our  Countrymen, 
beginning  with  our  archbisliop  Plato,  the  elders, 
and  other  principal  inhabitants.  The  motive  in 
thus  treatin;|jf  us  was  no  other  than  a  mean  spirit  of 
envy  and  jealousy  at  the  reputation  for  riches, 
which  some  of  ug  had  acquired  by  an  aciivelife  spent 
in  commercial  pursuits,  and  at  the  laws  and  institu- 
tions  so  superior  in  our  island,  even  to  those  of  the 
capital.  Whr^n  the  news  of  the  invasion  of  the  im- 
prudent Samiots  first  spread  in  Scioj»-the  principal 
inivabilants  waited  on  the  Pacha  to  apprise  him  of  it 
—what  was  i-is  answer? — To  send  into  the  castle,  as 
hostages,  some  more  of  those  innocent  men,  and  to 
transport  all  the  provisions  out  of  the  city  into  the 
citadel,  not  ieiving  any  whatever  for  the  poor 
inhabitant  of  ihe  city,  who  were  so  numerous. 
A  month  after,  when  the  Samiots  landed,  the  Pa- 
cha sent  some  of  the  hostages,  with  several  Turks, 
to  prevail  on  the  Samiots  to  evacuate  the  island, 
but  they  imprudently  resolved  to  advance,  and  told 
these  ministers  of  peace  that  they  would  sooner  put 
them  to  death  ihan  do  so.  The  Pacha  then  shut 
himself  up  in  the  castle  with  all  the  military,  tak- 
ing with  him  all  the  hostages.  It  was  understood 
that  a  number  of  peasantry  had  joined  the  Sai-iiots; 
they  were,  in  a  manner,  forced  to  it,  being  appre- 
hensive  of  the  Samiots  themselves,  and  they  were 
only  armed  with  sticks  and  staves.  Eleven  days 
after,  the  Turkish  fleet  arrived  at  the  island,  and 
landed  15,000  soldiers,  or  rather  assassins,  who, 
joined  by  the  3,0Q0  in  the  castle,  being  unable  to 
attack  and  defeat  th^  3,000  Samiots,  used  their 
weapons  against  the  innocent  and  disarmed  inha- 
bitants, and  turned  their  fury  against  women  ar..l 
children,  killing,  burning  and  taking  in  slavery  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  pla.re;  the  men  they  slaugh- 
tered, the  women  and  children  they  brutally  treat- 
ed, -ind  huddled  together  in  one  of  the  large 
squares,  which  contained  several  hundred  of  the 
most  respectable  families;  they  have  not  left  a 
stone  upon  a  stone,  all  destroyed,  all  ruined;  it 
would  fill  volumes  to  recount  the  different  scenes 
of  honor  which  the  ruffians  were  guilty  of;  huma- 
nity shudders  at  it.  But  this  universal  desolation 
had  not  yet  satisfied  the  blood-thirsty  followers  of 
Mohammed;  they  had  heaped  upon  their  trem- 
bling and  tender  victims  all  the  bitterness  of  their 
fanaticism;  ninety-five  men,  the  first  of  their  na- 
tion, both  as  to  character  and  property;  men  who 
had  always  followed  the  paths  of  rectitude  in  their 
commercial  transactions,  whose  relations  were  es- 
tablished in  almost  every  known  commercial  city 
in  the  known  world;  men  innocent  of  any  machina- 
tion against  the  Tuikish  government,  and  who 
could  not,  if  even  they  would,  have  been  participa- 
tors in  the  rising  of  the  island,  since  they  had  been 
fourteen  months  under  the  grasp  of  the  Turkish 
Satrap.  Ten  of  these  were  at  Constantinople,  the 
remainder  at  Scio.  JLord  Strangfa*:^  made  strenuous 


efforts  to  save  them;  neglected  no  remonstrances, 
evinced  the  greatest  ardour  in  the  cause  of  suH'cring 
innocence,  and  thought  he  had  succeeded  in  shel- 
tering them  from  their  impending  fate,  having  ob- 
tained a  promise  from  the  Porte  that  no  harm 
should  be  done  them,  when  it  suddenly  gave  orders 
for  their  execution;  the  ten  in  Constantinople  were 
beheaded,  and  the  eightyfive  in  Scio  were  hung 
outside  of  the  castle,  in  that  very  square  where  so 
many  slaves  were  placed  in  sight  of  the  Turkish 
fleet,  who  had  their  decks  covered  with  Greek 
slaves;  oh!  how  the  heart  sickens  at  such  refine- 
ment of  cruelty,  and  turns  with  loathing  and  hor- 
ror from  that  heil-born  malice  that  coulil  take  de- 
light in  deriding  the  mental  agony  of  the  innocent 
sufferers  in  this  tragic  scene.  What  a  number  of 
wives  were  forced  to  be  spectators  of  the  crilel 
death  of  the  husbunds  of  their  aflections;  to  see,  at 
the  same  time,  their  sucking  babes  torn  from  their 
breasts!  Thus  bereft,  at  once,  of  their  support  and 
hopes — many,  driven  to  despair  by  this  barbarous 
usage,  threw  themselves  into  the  sea;  others  stab- 
bed themselves,  to  prevent  the  loss  of  honor — to 
them  worse  than  death,  to  which  they  were  every 
moment  exposed  from  the  barbarians. 

But,  alas!  let  us  draw  a  veil  upon  those  who  have 
thus  sunk  untimely  into  the  grave;  let  us  not  har- 
row  up  your  souls  with  the  recital  of  these  atro- 
cities; their  sufferings  are  over,  and  their  felicity, 
let  us  hope,  b^gun.  It  is  now  time  to  turn  your 
sympathy  towards  the  unfortunate  survivors  of  the 
general  wreck,  to  call,  dear  countrymen,  your  at- 
tention to  the  miserable,  naked  state  of  thousands 
of  our  Sciots,  with  which  the  markets  here,  at 
Smyrna  and  Scio,  are  glutted.  Picture  to  your- 
selves  children  of  the  tenderest  age,  till  now  nurs- 
ed with  the  most  delicate  attention,  now  driven 
about  with  only  a  piece  of  cloth  around  their  in- 
fantine limbs,  without  shoes  or  any  other  covering, 
having  nothing  to  live  upon  but  a  piece  of  bread 
thrown  them  by  their  inhuman  keepers;  ill-treated 
by  them;  sold  from  one  to  the  other,  and  all  in  this 
deplorable  situation  exposed  to  be  brought  up  in 
the  Mahometan  religion,  and  lose  sight  nf  the  pre- 
cepts of  our  holy  rehgion.  We  see  all  this— yes, 
alas!  what  can  we  do  here,  reduced  to  three  or  four, 
who,  if  found  out,  would  be  exterminated  without 
mercy?  What  we  could  do  we  have  done — but 
how  little  among  so  many  claimants  to  our  charity? 
Yoii,  brothers,  friends  and  countrymen,  are  in  the 
capital  of  England,  the  centre  of  philanthropy, 
who  live  among  a  people  always  fameil  for  their 
generoiis  feelings  towards  the  unfortunate — for 
their  dislike  to  tyranny,  and  their  support  of  the 
oppressed,  beg,  pray,  intreat,  appeal  to  their  feel- 
ings, call  upon  them,  as  Britons,  as  men,  as  fellow 
beings — it  is  in  the  cause  of  humanity  and  religion: 
they  cannot,  they  will  not,  be  deaf  to  your  prayers 
and  exertions;  they  will  afford  us,  as  far  as  lies  in 
their  power,  the  raeans  of  redeeming  the  captive, 
of  aiding  those  families  that  are  in  a  state  of  nudity 
and  starvation,  who  will  soon  arrive  in  almost  every 
port  of  the  Mediterranean,  when  they  have  been 
enabled  to  fiy  from  a  yoke  worse  than  death.  We 
rely  upon  your  endeavors,  and  still  more  upon  the 
high  character  of  the  nation  among  whom  you  in- 
habit— thousands  of  hands  are  raised  towards  you 
to  claim  your  interference  in  behalf  of  your  op- 
pressed countrymen.  Thousands  of  hearts  will  feel 
grateful  for  your  assistance.  Brethrert  and  coun- 
trymen, exert  yourselves  in  behalf  of  humanity — 
with  tearful  eye  we  cordially  salute  you,  and  beg 
you  will  pray  to  God  for  our  safety. 
I  Tow  Brnthers  and  Countrvmen. 
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Independence  of  Hayti. 

The  following  communication,  however  strong 
prejudice  and  the  force  of  education  and  circum- 
stances may  be,  cannot  but  be  read  with  inte- 
rest. 

From  the  Boston  Ceriiinel  of  Au^unl  10. 

rRESlDP.NT  OF  nAYTI. 

flTftving'  learned  that  one  of  our  respectable  citi- 
/.ens  hnd  received  a  letter  from  president  Doyer, 
of  Flayti,  on  the  subject  of  the  acknowleclgment 
of  the  independence  of  tiiat  republic  and  of  com- 
TTiercialarrdnpements  between  her  and  the  United 
States,  we  have  requested  a  copy  for  publication; 
and  tlr:  iTceiver  of  it,  has  made  his  pevsonrd  disin- 
clination to  the  publicity  of  a  complimentary  docu- 
ment yield  to  his  desire  to  afford  information  to  the 
pnbiic.  The  perusal  of  this  letter  will  show,  that 
those  i'landt-rs  wiio  have  so  long  struggled  for  li- 
hcv^y  and  independence,  who  know  and  will  justly 
appreciate  their  rights;  and  that,  for  clearness  of 
conception,  crrectness  of  political  morality,  and 
just  views  of  national  interest,  this  letter  is  equal 
to  any  white's  production.  The  mind  of  man  in 
brrslmgthe  fetters  of  tyranny,  av/akes  to  new  life 
and  energy,  and  in  asserting  the  chartered  rights 
cf  nature,  evinces  an  elevation  unknown  to  those 
in  thraldom.  Genius,  bravery,  and  high  moral  at- 
tainment, are  confined  to  no  zone,  nor  color,  but 
where  freedom  is,  there  will  they  flourish.  The 
people  of  Hayti  are  not  fully  understood — but  the 
prejudices  against  them  are  fast  wearing  away,  and 
the  day,  we  trust,  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Unit- 
ed  States  will  acknowledge  their  independence, 
with  the  full  consent,  not  only  of  the  phjlui.lhropist, 
but  of  the  sagacious  statesman.) 

[nrPLTCATR.] 

REPUULIC  OF  HAYTI. 

lean  Pierre  Boyer,  pr-esiderU  of  Hayti,  to  Mr.  Dodge, 
at  J\/''ori/i  Salem,  Massnclmselts, 

««AtPt?c  au  Prince,  16th  Aug.  1821, 

19th  year  of  independence. 
"1  have  received,  sir,  tlie  letter  of  9th  April  last, 
•which  you  have  been  pleased  to  address  to  me.' — 
I  have  read  it    with  all  tiie  attention  which  it  me- 
rits, and  all  the  interest  which  the  sentiments  it  in- 
spires, dictated.     I  cannot  but  applaud  the  mani- 
festation of  zeal  and  philanthropy  which  animates 
you  and  the  wish  which  you  have  formed  of  seeing 
your  government,  and  those  of  Europe,  acknow- 
ledge the  independence  of  the  republic  of  Hayti, 
For  the  interests  of  humanity  and  of  national  mo- 
rality, it  should  be  wished  that  the  rightsof  the 
people  might  be  recognized  throughout  all  the 
civilized  world,  and  that  relations,  reciprocally  ad- 
vantageous, might  be  established  between  states 
destined  to  exchange  the  products  of  their  soil. 
Considered  in  this  point  and  view,  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  Hayti  is  of  great  importance  in  the  scale 
of  commerce.    It  is  then  to  be  hoped  that  time 
and  experience,  enlightening  governments  upon 
their  true  interests,  and  destroying  ail  prejudices 
founded  upon  trifling  and  absurd  considerations, 
■will  produce  the  reign  of  a  wise  and  reasonable 
policy,  and  will   cause  those  governments  to  feel 
the  necessity  of  acknowledging  the  independence 
of  the  Queen  of  the  ^'Iniillcs. 

"Desirous  cf  being  clcv-ited  to  the  rank  of  civillz 
ed  nations,  and  believing  that  the  surest  means  of  ac 
complishing  that  object  is  to  establish   mutual  re- 
lations with  other  nations,  asd  to  f-iror  all  which 
can  contribute  to  the  development  of  the  human 
faculties* -^"  II;i.v';?rs  \''ill  alvay?  be  d'snosed  to 


listen  to  every  proposition,  officially  made,  or  from 
individuals,  wisich  may  be  made  to  them  with  the 
view  of  eflecting  the  estabfishment  of  useful  rela- 
tions. At  the  same  time  that  they  desire  to  estab- 
lish a  good  understanding  with  states  which  may 
have  commercial  relations  v;ith  them,  they  thint^ 
that  before  making  any  diplomatic  communication, 
tending  to  bring  about  this  happy  state  of  affair'', 
it  would  be  proper  that  they  should  know  what 
are  the  dispositions  of  those  governments  towards 
them,  and  in  what  manner  a  step  taken  with  this 
view  would  be  received. 

"As  to  what  concerns  particularly  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  I  am  willing  to  believe, 
that  the  obstacles  which,  until  now,  have  prevent- 
ed it  from  pronouncing  itself  in  favor  of  the  inc3e- 
pendence  cf  the  republic  of  Hayti,  will  disappear 
from  the  moment  it  sliall  yield  weak  consideration? 
to  the  honor  of  rendering  a  brilliant  homage  to  the 
principles  to  which  it  is  indebted  for  its  political 
existence. 

"T'nc  friends  of  liberty  in  the  United  States,  whc 
interest  themselves  particularly  in  the  fate  of  the 
Haytiens,  may,  by  continuing  to  exercise  a  happy 
influence  upon  the  public  opinion  by  their  writings, 
ascertain  the  intentions  of  their  government  as  X.C* 
what  concerns  the  acknowledgment  of  the  inde* 
pendence  of  Hayti. 

'^As  to  you,  sir,  who  are  animated  by  so  noble  r? 
zeal  for  every  thing  which  can  contribute  to  the 
happiness  of  mankind,  and  who  have  «o  well  prov- 
ed the  lively  interest  which"  you  take  in  the  cause  6i 
the  Haytiens,  by  the  useful  and  judicious  observa- 
tions which  you  have  addressed  to  me,  receive, 
with  my  thanks,  for  the  good  dispositions  which 
you  entertain  towards  us,  the  assurance  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration, 

«'BOYER," 


Internal  Improvement. 

Vieius  of  the  president  of  the   United  States  vn  ihs 
subject  of  internal  improvement. 
[coKrj.unKD.] 
To  the  objection  that  the  United  States  have  no 
power,  in  any  instance,  which  is  not  complete  to  all 
the  purpoiCSjto  which  it  may  be  made  instrumental, 
and,  in  consequence,  that  they  have  no  right  to 
appropriate  any  portion  of  the  public  money  to 
internal  improvements,  because  they  have  not  the 
right  oi"  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  over  them 
when  made,  afuU  answer  has,  it  is  presumed,  been 
already  given.     It  may,  however,  be  proper  to  add> 
that,  if  this  objection  was  well  founded,  it  would 
not  be  confined  to  the  simple  case  of  internal  im- 
provements, but  would  apply  to  others  of  higli  im- 
portance.    Congress  have  a  right  to  regulate  com- 
merce.    To  give  effect  to  this  power,  it  becomes 
necessary  to  establish  custom  houses  in  every  state 
along  the  coast,  and  in  many  parts  of  the  interior. 
The  vast  amount  of  goods  imported,  and  the  duties 
to  be  performed  to  accommodate  the  merchants 
and  secure  the  revenue,  make  it  necessary  that 
spacious  buildings  should  be  erected,  especially  in 
the  great  towns,  for  their  reception,     'i'his,  it  is 
manifest,  could  best  be  performed  under  the  direc- 
tion  of  the  general  government.     Have  congres.9 
the  right  to  seize  the  properly  of  individuals,  if 
they  should  refuse  to  sell  it,  in  quarters  best  adapt- 
ed to  the  purpose,  to  have  it  valued,  and  to  take 
it  at  the  valuation.'     Have  they  a  right  to  exercise 
jurisdiction  within  those  buildings?      Neither  of 
these  claims  has  ever  been  set  up,  nor  could  it,  a," 
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is  presupied,  be  sustained.  They  have  invariably 
either  rented  houses,  where  such  as  were  suitable 
could  be  oblairted,  or,  where  they  could  not  pur- 
chase the  ground  of  individuals,  erected  the  binld- 
ings,  and  held  thtm  un^ler  the  laws  of  the  state. 
Ujider  the  power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post 
iroads,  houses  are  also  requisite  for  the  reception  of 
the  mails  and  the  transaction  of  the  busuiess  of  the 
$e\ei'al  offices.  These  have  always  been  rented 
«.r  purchased,  and  held  under  the  laws  of  the  state, 
in  Uie  same  manner  »s  if  tliey  had  been  taken  by  a  ! 
citizen.  The  United  States  have  a  light  to  esta-  { 
blish  tribunals  inferior  to  the  supreme  court,  and 
ftuci)  have  been  estabiisiicd  in  evpry  stale  of  the 
union.  It  is  believed  that  the  houses  for  these  in- 
Jerior  couns  have  invariably  been  rented.  No  right 
t)f  jurisdiction  in  xhem  has  ever  been  claimed,  nor 
ot!  i-r  iiglu  than  that  of  privilege,  and  that  only 
Vhile  the  court  is  in  session.  A  still  stronger  case 
jnay  be  urged.  Should  congress  be  compelled,  by 
invn.^ion  or  other  cause,  to  remove  the  government 
10  soitie  town  within  one  of  the  states,  would  they 
have  a  right  of  jurisdiction  over  such  tCiwn,  or  hold 
even  the  house  in  which  they  lield  theii-  session, 
under  otlier  av.tbority  than  the  laws  of  such  state? 
it  is  believed  that  they  wovild  not.  If  they  have  a 
light  to  appropriate  money  for  any  of  tlitse  purpo- 
ses, to  be  laid  out  under  th;'  protectio;:  of  the  laws 
of  the  state,  surely  they  have  an  equi'i  righ'.  to  do 
it  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvenicius. 

It  is  believed  tliat  there  is  not  a  corporation  in 
the  union  which  does  not  exercise  great  discretion 
in  the  application  of  the  nrion<  y  raided  by  it,  to  the 
purposes  of  its  institution.  It  would  be  strange  if 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  which  was 
instil  uLed  for  such  important  purposes,  and  endow- 
ed with  such  extensive  powers,  should  not  be  allow- 
ed at  least  equal  discretion  and  authorit)'.  The 
evil  to  be  pai<ticularly  avoided  is,  the  violation  of 
state  rights;  shunning  that,  it  seems  to  be  reasona- 
ble and  proper  that  the  powers  of  congress  should 
be  so  construed  as  that  the  general  government,  in 
•its  intercourse  with  other  nations,  and  in  our  inter- 
nal  concerns,  should  be  able  to  adopt  all  such  mea 
sures,  h'ing  within  the  fair  scope,  and  intended  to 
facilitate  tlie  direct  objects  of  its  powers,  as  the 
pubhc  welfare  may  require,  and  a  sound  and  pro- 
vident policy  dictate. 

The  measures  of  congress  have  been  in  strict 
accord  with  the  view  taken  of  the  right  of  appro- 
priation, both  as  to  its  extent  and  limitation,  as  will 
be  shown  by  a  reference  to  the  laws,  commencing 
at  a  very  early  period.  Many  roads  Jiave  been  open- 
ed, of  which  the  following  are  the  principal:  1  he 
first,  from  Cumberland,  .'t  the  head  waters  of  the 
Potomac,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  through  Penn- 
sylvania and  Virginia,  to  the  state  of  01. io,  March 
29,  1806  See  vol.  4th,  page  13,  of  the  late  ediiion 
of  the  laws.  The  second,  from  the  frontiers  of 
iSeorgia,  on  the  route  from  Athens  to  New-Orleans, 
to  its  intersection  with  the  ."Ist  degree  of  north 
latitude:  April  31,  1806,  page  58.  The  third,  from 
Mississippi,  at  a  point,  and  hy  a  route  dt  scribed,  to 
the  Ohio:  same  act.  The  fourth  from  Nashville,  in 
Tennessee,  toKatchez:  same  act.  The  fifth,  from 
the  3lRt  degree  of  north  latitude,  on  tlie  route 
from  Athens  to  New-Orl<  ans,  under  such  regula- 
tions as  might  be  agreed  on  between  the  executive 
and  the  Spai  ish  government:  March  3d,  1807, 
^  ipagp  117.  Tlie  sixth,  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids 
i.of  the  river  Miami,  of  lake  Erie,  to  the  western 
«  line  of  the  Connecticut  Hcs-irve,  December  12th, 
1811,  page  364.  The  seventh,  from  the  Lower 
«i=a[i'.lusky  to  the  boundary  hne  established  by  the 


treaty  of  Greenville:  same  act.  The  eighth,  fiom 
a  point  where  the  United  States'  road,  leading 
from  Vinr.ennes  to  tlie  Indian  boundary  line,  esta- 
blished by  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  strikes  the  said 
line,  to  the  North  Bend,  in  the  state  of  Ohio:  .Janu- 
ary 8th,  1812,  page  367.  The  ninth,  for  repairing, 
and  keeping  in  repair,  the  road  between  Columbia, 
on  Duck  river,  in  Tennessee,  and  Maifisonville,  in 
Louisiana;  and  also  the  road  between  fort  Haw. 
kins,  in  Georgia,  and  fort  Stoddard:  April  27th, 
1816,  page  104  of  the  acts  of  tliat  year.  'I'lie  tenth, 
from  the  Shawneetown,  on  the  Ohio  river,  to  the 
Sabine,  and  to  Kaskaskias,  in  Illinois:  April  27tli, 
1816,  page  112.  The  eleventh,  from  Ileynolds- 
burg,  on  Tennessee  river,  in  the  state  of  Teniies- 
see,  through  the  Chickasaw  nation,  to  intersect  the 
Natchez  road  near  the  Chickasaw  old  town:  March 
3d,  1817,  page  252.  The  twelfth:  by  this  act,  au- 
thority was  given  to  the  president  to  appoint  three 
commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
country ,'and  laying  out  a  road  from  the  termination 
of  the  Cumberland  road,  at  Wlieeling,  on  the  Ohio, 
through  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
to  a  point  to  be  chosen  by  them,  on  the  left  bank 
of  t!ie  Mississippi,  between  St.  Loius  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Illinois  river,  and  to  report  an  accurate  plan 
of  the  said  road,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
of  making  it.  It  is,  however,  declared  by  the  act 
that  nothing  was  thereby  intended  to  imply  an  obli- 
gation, on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  make, 
or  defn-^y  the  expense  of  making,  the  said  road,  or 
any  part  thereof 

III  the  late  war,  two  other  roads  were  made  by 
the  troops,  for  military  purposes:  one  from  tlie  Up- 
per Sandusky,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  through  the 
Black  Swamp,  towards  Detroit,  and  another  liom 
Plattsburg,  on  lake  Champlain,  through  the  Cha- 
tougee  woods,  towards  Sackett's  harbor,  which 
have  since  been  repaired  and  improved  by  the 
troops.  Of  these  latter  there  is  no  notice  in  the 
laws.  The  extra  pay  to  the  soldiers  tor  repairing 
and  improving  Jthose  roads,  was  advanced,  in  the 
first  instance,  from  the  appropriation  to  the  quar- 
ter master's  department,  and  afterwards  provided 
for  by  a  specific  appropriation  by  congress.  The 
necessity  of  keeping  those  roads  open  and  in  good 
repair,  being,  on  the  frontier,  to  facilitate  a  com- 
munication between  our  posts,  is  apparent. 

All  of  these  road^,  except  the  first,  were  formed 
merely  by  cutting  down  the  trees,  and  throwing" 
logs  across  so  as  to  make  causeways  over  such  parts 
as  were  otherwise  impassable.    The  execution  was 
of  the  coarsest  kind.   The  Cumberland  road  is  tlie 
only  regular  work  whicii  has  been  undertaken  by 
the  general  government,  or  v/hich  could  give  rise 
to  any  questicm  between  the  two  governments  re- 
specting its  powers.     It  is  a  great  work,  over  the 
highest  mountains  in  our  union,  connecting,  from 
the  seat  of  government,  the  eastern  with  the  west- 
ern waters,  and  more  intimately  the  Atlantic  with 
the   western    states,    in  the   formation    of  which 
1 1,800,000  dollars  have  been  expended.     The  mea- 
sures pursued  in  this  case  require  to  be  particularly 
{noticed,  as  fixing  the  opinion  of  the  parties,  and 
(particularly  of  congress,  on  the  important  question 
I  of  the  right.     Passing  through  Maryland,  Penn- 
1  sylvania  and  Virginia,  it  was  thought  necessary  and 
proper  to  bring  the  subject  before  their  respective 
legislatures,  to  obtain  their  sanction,  which  was 
granted  by  each  state,  by  a  legislative  act,  approv- 
ing the  route  and  provitiing  for  the  purchase  and 
I  condemnation  of  the  land.     This  road  was  founded 
I  on  an  article  of  compact  between  the  IMiited  States 
Ufid  the  state  of  OM?.  under  which  ';hai.  t;latecanie 
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into  the  union,  and  by  which  the  expense  attend- 
ing it  was  to  be  deflated  by  the  application  of  a 
certain  portion  of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  within  that  state.  In  this  in- 
stance, which  is  by  far  tlie  strongest,  in  respect  to 
the  expense,  extent  and  nature  of  the  work  done, 
the  Uhiied  States  have  exercised  no  act  of  jurisdic- 
tion or  sovereignty  within  either  of  the  states,  by 
taking  the  land  from  the  proprietors  by  force;  by 
passing  acts  for  the  protection  of  the  road;  or  to 
raise  a  revenue  from  it  by  the  establishment  of 
turnpikes  and  tolls;  or  any  other  act  founded  on  the 
principle  of  jurisdiction  or  rig-ht.  Whatever  they 
have  done  has,  on  the  contrary,  been  founded  on 
the  opposite  principle:  on  the  voluntary  and  un- 
quahfied  admibsion  that  the  sovereignty  belonged 
to  the  state  and  not  to  tlie  United  States;  and  that 
they  could  perform  no  act  wliich  should  tend  to 
weaken  the  poa'er  of  tlie  state,  or  to  assume  any 
to  tlienisclves.  All  that  they  have  done  Jias  been 
to  appropriate  the  public  money  to  the  construc- 
tion ol  this  road,  and  to  cause  it  to  be  constructed; 
fori  presume  that  no  distinction  can  be  taken  be- 
Iween  the  appropriation  of  money  raised  by  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands,  and  of  that  which  arises 
from  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises;  nor  can  I 
believe  that  the  power  to  appropriate  derives  any 
sanction  from  a  provision  to  that  effect  having  been 
made  by  an  article  of  compact  between  the  United 
States  and  the  people  of  the  then  territory  of  Ohio. 
This  point  may,  however,  he  placed  in  a  clearer 
J  ght  by  a  more  particular  notice  of  the  article 
itself. 

By  an  act  of  April  30,  1802,  entitled  "An  act  to 
enable  the  people  of  tlie  eastern  division  of  the 
territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  state  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  such  state  into  the  union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  states,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses," after  describing  the  lirnils  of  the  proposed 
Jiew  state,  and  authorizing  the  people  thereof  to 
elect  a  convention  to  form  a  constitution,  the  tliree 
following  propositions  were  made  to  the  conven- 
tion, to  be  obligatory  on  the  United  States,  if  ac- 
cepted by  it:  First,  That  section  number  sixteen  of 
every  township,  or,  where  such  section  had  been 
6oId,  other  lands  equivalent  thei-eto,  should  Le 
granted  to  the  inliabitants  of  such  township  fi)r  the 
use  of  free  scliools.  Second,  That  the  six  miles 
reservation,  including  the  salt  springs  commonly 
called  the  Sciotasalt  springs;  the  salt  springs  near 
the  Muskingum  river,  and  in  the  military  "tract, 
with  the  sections  which  include  the  same,  should 
be  granted  to  the  said  state,  for  the  use  of  the  peo- 
ple theteof,  under  such  regulations  as  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  state  should  prescribe;  provided,  that 
it  siiould  never  sell  or  lease  the  same  for  more  than 
ten  years.  Third,  That  one  twentieth  part  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  lying  within  the  said 
state,  which  might  he  sold  by  congress,  from  and 
after  the  30th  June  ensuing,  should  be  applied  to 
the  laying  out  and  making  public  roads  from  the 
navigable  waters  emptying  into  the  Atlantic,  to  the 
Ohio,  and  through  the  state  of  Ohio;  such  roads  to 
be  laid  out  under  the  authority  of  congress,  with 
the  consent  of  the  several  states  through  which 
they  should  pass. 

These  three  propositions  were  made  on  the  con- 
dition that  the  convention  of  the  state  should  pro- 
vide, by  an  ordinance,  irrevocable  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  United  States,  that  every  tract  of  land 
sold  by  congress,  after  the  30th  of  .Tune  ensuing, 
i»hould  remain,  for  the  term  of  five  years  after  sale, 
exempt  from  every  species  of  tax  whatsoever. 


It  is  impossible  to  read  the  ordinance  of  the  23d 
of  April,  1784,  or  the  provi.sions  of  the  act  of  April 
30th,  1802,  which  are  founded  on  it,  without  being 
profoundly  impressed  with  the    enhghtened  and 
magnanimous  policy  which  dictated  them.     Anti- 
cipating that  the  new  states  would  be  set'.led  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  original  states  and  their  oil- 
spring,  no  narrow  or  contracted  jealousy  was  en- 
tertained of  their  admission  into  the  union,  in  equal 
participation  in  the  national  sovereignty  with  the 
original  states.     It  was  foreseen  at  the  early  period 
at  which  that  ordinance  passed,  that  the  expansion 
of  our  union  to  the  lakes  and  to  the  Mississippi  and 
all  its  waters,   would  not  only  make  us  a  greater 
power,  but  cement  the  union  it.self.     These  three 
propositions    were   well    calculate !    to    promote; 
these  great  results.     A  grant  of  Imd  to  each  town- 
ship, for  free  schools,  and  of  the  s::lt  ?p:irigs  to  the 
state,  which  were  within  its  limits,  for  the  use  of 
its  citizens,  with  five  por  cent,  of  the  money  to  be 
raised  from  the  sale  of  lands  within  the  state,  for 
the  construction   of  roads  between   the  original 
states  and  the  new  state,  and  of  other  roads  within 
the  state,  indicated  a  spirit  not  to  be  mistaken,  nor 
could  it  fail  to  produce  a  corresponding  effect  in 
the  bosoms  of  those  to   whom  it  was  addressed. 
For  these  considerations  thp  sole  return  required 
of  the  convention  was,  that  the  new  state  should 
not  tax  the  public  lands  which  might  be  sold  by  the 
United  States  within  it,  for  the  term  of  five  years 
after  they  should  be  sold.     As  the  value  of  these 
lands  would  be  enhanced  by  this  exemption  from 
taxes  for  that  term,  and  from  which  the  new  state 
would  derive  its  proportionable  benefit,  and  as  it 
would  also  promote  the  rapid  sale  of  those  lands, 
and  with  it  the  augmentation  of  its  own  po-^ulation, 
it  cannot  be  doubted,  had  this  exemption  been  sug- 
gested, unaccompanied  by  any  propositions  of  par- 
ticular advantage,  that  the  convention  would,  in 
consideration  of  the  relation  which  had  before  ex- 
isted  between  the  parties,  and  was  about  to  be  so 
much  improved,  most  willingly  have  acceded  to  it, 
and  without  regarding  it  as  an  onerous  condition. 

Since,  then,  it  appears  that  the  whole  of  the  mo- 
ney to  be  employed  in  making  this  road,  was  to  be 
raised  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  and  which 
would  still  belong  to  the  United  States;  although 
no  mention  had  been  made  of  them  in  the  compact, 
it  follows  that  the  application  of  the  money  to  that 
purpose  stands  upon  the  same  grounds  as  if  such 
compact  had  not  been  made,  and,  in  consequence, 
that  the  example  in  favor  of  the  right  of  apprwpria- 
tion  is  in  no  manner  affected  by  it. 

The  same  rule  of  construction  of  the  rigid  of  ap> 
propriatiow  has  been  observed,  and  the  same  libe- 
ral policy  pursued,  towards  the  other  new  states, 
with  certain  modifications  adapted  to  the  situation 
of  each,  which  M'ere  adopted  with  the  state  of  Ohio. 
As,  however,  the  reasoning  which  is  applicable  to 
the  compact  with  Ohio,  in  relation  to  the  right  of 
appropriation,  in  which  light  only  I  have  adverted 
to  it,  is  equally  applicable  to  the  several  compacts 
with  the  other  new  states,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
take  a  particular  notice  of  them. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that  (he  money  which  was 
employed  in  the  construction  of  all  the  other  roads, 
was  tikcn  directly  from  the  treasury.  This  fact 
affords  an  additional  proof,  that,  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  congress,  no  difference  existed  in  the  ap. 
plication  of  money  to  those  roads,  between  that 
which  was  raised  by  the  sale  of  lands,  and  that 
which  was  derived  from  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and 
excises. 
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So  far,  I  have  confined  my  remarks  to  the  acts  of 
congress  respecting'  the  right  of  appropriation  to 
B'lch  measures  only  as  operate  internally  and  affect 
the  territory  of  the  individual  states.  In  adverting 
to  those  which  operate  externally  and  relate  to 
foreign  powers,  I  find  only  two  which  appear  to 
merit  particular  attention.  These  were  gratuitous 
grants  of  money  for  the  relief  of  foreigners  in  dis- 
tress; the  first  in  1794,  to  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Domingo,  who  sought  an  asylum  on  our  coast  from 
the  convulsions  and  calamities  of  the  island;  the 
second,  in  1812,  to  the  people  of  Caraccas,  reduc- 
ed  to  misery  by  an  earthquake.  The  considerations 
which  were  applicable  totliese  grants  have  already 
been  noticed  and  need  not  be  repeated. 

In  this  examination  of  the  right  ef  appropriation, 
I  thought  it  proper  to  present  to  view,  also,  the 
practice  of  the  government  under  it,  and  to  ex. 
plore  the  ground  on  which  each  example  rested, 
that  the  precise  nature  and  extent  of  the  construc- 
tion thereby  given  of  the  right  might  be  clearly 
understood.  The  right  to  raise  money  would  have 
given,  8s  is  presumed,  the  right  to  use  it,  although 
nothing  had  been  said  to  that  ett'ect  in  the  consti- 
tution.  And  where  the  right  to  raise  it  is  granted, 
without  special  limitation,  we  must  look  for  such 
limitation  to  other  causes.  Our  attention  is  first 
drawn  to  the  right  to  appropriate,  and  not  finding 
it  there,  we  must  then  look  to  the  general  powers 
of  the  government,  as  designated  by  the  specific 
grants,  and  to  the  purposes  contemplated  by  them, 
allowing  to  this  the  right  to  raise  money,  the  first 
and  most  important  of  the  enumerated  powers,  a 
scope  which  will  be  competent  to  those  purposes. 
The  practice  of  the  government,  as  illustrated  by 
numerous  and  strong  examples  directly  applicable, 
ought  surely  to  have  great  weight  in  fixing  the  con 
struction  of  each  grant.  It  ought,  I  presume,  to  set- 
tle it, especially  where  it  is  acquie.sced  in  by  the  na- 
tion, and  produces  a  manifest  and  positive  good.  A 
practical  construction,  thus  supported,  shews  that 
it  has  reason  on  its  side,  and  is  called  for  by  the  in- 
terests of  the  union.  Hence,  too,  the  presumption 
that  it  will  be  persevered  in.  It  will,  surely,  be  ] 
better  to  admit  that  the  construction  given  by  these 
examples  has  been  just  and  proper,  than  to  deny 
that  construction  and  still  to  practice  on  it— to  say 
one  thing  and  to  do  another. 

Wherein  consists  the  danger  of  giving  a  liberal 
construction  to  the  rig^it  of  congress  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  public  money?    It  has  been  shown 
that  its  obvious  efiect  is  to  secure  the  rights  of  the 
states  from  encroachment  and  greater  harmony  in 
the  political  movement  between  the  two  govern- 
ments, while  it  enlarges,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  the 
most  harmless  way,  the  useful  agency  of  the  gene- 
ral government  for  all  the  purposes  of  its  institu- 
tion.   Is  not  the  responsibihty  of  the  representa- 
tive to  his  constituent,  in  every  branch  of  the  ge- 
neral government,  equally  strong,  and  as  sensibly 
felt,  as  in  the  state  governments,  and  is  not  the 
security  against  abuse  as  effectual  in  the  one  as  in 
the  other  government?    The  history  of  the  general 
government,  in  all  its  measures,  fully  demonstrates 
that  congress  will  never  venture  to  impose  unne- 
cessary burthens  on  the  people,  or  any  that  can  be 
avoided.     Duties  and  imposts  have  always  been 
light,  not  greater,  perhaps,  than  would  have  been 
imposed  for  tlie  encouragement  of  our  manufac- 
tures, had  there  been  no  occasion  for  the  revenue 
arising  from  them;  and  taxes  and  excises  have  ne- 
ver been  laid,  except  in  cases  of  necessity,  and  re- 
pealed as  soon  as  the  necessity  ceased.     Under  this 
mild  process,  and  the  sale  of  some  hundreds  of  mil- 


lions of  acres  of  good  land,  the  government  will  be 
possessed  of  money,  which  may  be  applied  with 
great  advantage  to  national  purposes.  Within  the 
states  only  will  it  be  applied,  and,  of  course,  for 
their  benefit,  it  not  being  presumable  that  such  ap- 
peals as  were  made  to  the  benevolence  of  the 
country,  in  the  instances  of  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Domingo  and  Caraccas,  will  often  occur.  How, 
then,  shall  this  revenue  be  ap|)lied?  Should  it  be 
idle  in  the  treasury?  That  our  resources  will  be 
equal  to  such  useful  purposes,  I  have  no  doubt,  es- 
pecially if,  by  completing  our  fortifications,  and 
raising  and  maintaining  our  navy  at  the  point  pro- 
vided for,  immediately  after  the  war,  we  sustain  our 
present  altitude,  and  preserve,  by  means  thereof, 
for  any  length  of  time,  the  peace  of  the  union. 

When  we  hear  charges  raised  against  other  go- 
vernments  of  breaches  of  their  cMistitutions,  or 
rather  of  their  charters,  we  always  anticipate  the 
most  serious  consequences:  communities  deprived 
of  privileges  which  they  have  long  enjoyed,  or  in- 
dividuals oppressed  and  punished,  in  violation  of 
the  ordinary  forms  and  guards  of  trial  to  which 
they  were  accustomed  and  entitled.     How  differ- 
ent is  the  situation  of  the  United  States!     Nor  can 
any  thing  mark  more  strongly  the  great  character- 
istics  of  that  difference,  tlian  the  grounds  on  which 
like  charges  are  raised  against  this  government.  It 
is  not  alleged  that  any  po'-tion  of  the  community, 
or  any  individual,  has  been  oppressed,  or  that  mo- 
ney has  been  raised  under  a  doubtful  title.     The 
principal  charges  are,  that  a  work  of  great  utility 
to  the  union,  and  affecting,  immediately,  and  witii 
like  advantage,  many  of  the  states,  has  been  con- 
stmicted;  that  pensions  to  the  surviving  patriots  of 
our  revolution,  to  patriots  who  foug^ht  the  battles 
and  promoted  the  independence  of  their  country, 
have  been  granted,  by  money,  too,  raised  not  only 
without  oppression,  but  almost  without  being  felt, 
and  under  an  acknowledged  constitutional  power. 
From  this  view  of  the  right  to  approjffiate,  and 
of  the  practice  under  it,  I  think  that  I  am  authoriz- 
ed to  conclude,  that  the  right  to  make  internal  im- 
provements has  not  been  granted  by  the  power 
«'to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,"  included  in  the  first  of 
the  enumerated  powers;  that  that  grant  conveys 
nothing  more  than  a  right  to  appropriate  the  public 
money,  and  stands  on  the  same  ground  with  the 
right  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and 
excises,  conveyed  by  the  first  branch  of  that  pow- 
er; that  the  government  itself  being  limited,  both, 
branches  of  the  power  to  raise  and  appropriate  the 
public  moneys  are  also  limited;  the  e.Ttent  of  the 
government,  as  designated  by  the  specific  grants, 
marking  the  extent  of  the  power  in  both  branches, 
extending,  howerer,  to  every  objeet  embraced  by 
the  fair  scope  of  those  grants,  and  not  confined  to 
a  strict  construction  of  their  respective  powers,  it 
being  safer  to  aid  the  purposes  of  those  grants  by 
the  appropriation  of  money,  than  to  extend,  by  a 
forced  construction,  the  grant  itself.  That,  although 
the  right  to  appropriate  the  public  money  to  such 
improvements,  affords  a  resource  indispensably  ne- 
cessary to  such  a  scheme,  it  is.  nevertheless,  defi- 
cient as  a  power,  in  the  great  characteristics  on 
which  its  execution  depends. 

The  substance  of  what  has  been  urged  on  this 
subject  may  be  expressed  in  a  few  words.  My  idea 
is.  that  congress  liave  an  unlimited  power  to  raise 
money,  and  that  in  its  appropriation,  they  have  a 
discretionary  power,  restricted  only  by  the  duty  to 
appropriate  it  to  purposes  of  common  defence,  and 
of  general, not  local,  national,  not  state,  benefit. 
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1  will  now  proceerl  to  the  fifth  source  from  which 
the  power  is  said  to  be  derived,  viz.  The  power  to 
make  all  laws  which  shall  be  iiLCessary  and  proper 
for  earning  into  execution  all  the  powers  vested 
by  the  constitution  in  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  deparlment  or  officer  thereof.  This 
is  the  17th  and  last  of  the  enumerated  powers 
granted  to  congress. 

I  have  always  considered  thin  power  as  having 
Ibeen  granted  on  a  principle  of  greater  caution  to 
secure  the  complete  execution  of  all  the  powers 
which  had  been  vested  in  the  general  government. 
It  contains  no  distinct  and  specific  power,  as  every 
other  grant  does,  such  as  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
»o  declare  war,  to  reguiau  commerce,  and  the  like. 
Looking  to  the  whole  scheme  of  the  general  go- 
vernment, it  gives  to  congress  authoruy  to  make 
all  laws  which  should  he  deemed  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  all  its  powers  into  effect.  My 
impression  has  been  invariably,  that  thi.s  power 
would  have  existed,  substantially,  if  this  grant  had 
not  been  made;  for  why  is  any  power  granted,  un- 
less it  be  to  be  executed  when  required,  and  how 
can  it  be  executed  under  our  government,  unless  it 
be  by  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  the  purpose, 
that  is,  well  adapted  to  the  end?  It  is  a  principle 
universally  admitted,  that  a  grant  of  a  power  con- 
veys, as  a  necessary  cons.equence  or  incident  to  it, 
the  means  of  carrying  it  into  effect,  by  a  fair  con- 
struction of  its  import  In  the  formation,  however, 
of  a  constitution  which  was  to  act  directly  upon 
the  people,  and  be  paramount,  to  the  extent  of  its 
powers,  to  the  constitutions  of  the  states,  it  was 
wise  in  its  framers  to  leave  nothing  to  implication 
which  might  be  reduced  to  certainty.  It  is  known 
that  all  power  which  rests  solely  on  that  ground 
has  been  systematically  and  zealously  opposed  un 
der  all  governments  with  which  we  have  any  ac- 
quaintance; and  it  was  reasonable  to  presume  that, 
under  our  system,  where  there  was  a  division  of 
the  sovereignty  between  two  independent  govern- 
ments, the  measures  of  the  general  government 
would  excite  equal  jealousy,  and  produce  an  oppo- 
Bition  not  less  systematic,  though,  perhaps,  less 
violent.  Hence  the  policy,  by  tl>e  framers  of  our 
government,  of  securing,  by  a  fiindamental  decla- 
tion  in  the  constitution,  a  principle  which,  in  all 
other  governments,  had  been  left  to  implication 
inly.  The  terms  necessary  and  proper  secure  to 
the  powers  of  all  thff  grants,  to  which  the  authority 
given  in  this  is  applicable,  a  fair  and  sound  con- 
struction, which  is  equally  binding,  as  a  rule,  on 
both  governments,  and  on  all  their  departments. 

In  examining  the  right  of  the  general  govern- 
ment to  adopt  and  execute,  under  this  grant,  a  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvement,  the  sole  question  to 
be  decided  is,  whether  the  power  has  been  granted 
under  any  of  the  other  grants.  If  it  has,  this  pow- 
er is  applicable  to  it,  to  the  extent  stated.  If  it 
has  not,  it  does  not  exist  at  all,  for  it  has  not  been 
hereby  granted.  I  have  already  examined  all  the 
other  grants,  (one  only  excepted,  which  will  next 
claim  attention),  and  shown,  as  1  presume,  on  the 
most  liberal  construction  of  their  powers,  that  the 
right  has  not  been  granted  by  any  of  them.  Hence 
it  follows,  that,  in  regard  to  them,  it  has  not  been 
granted  by  this. 

1  come  now  to  the  last  source  from  which  this 
power  is  said  to  be  derived,  viz.  the  power  to  dis- 
pose of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting,  the  territory  or  other  property  of  the 
United  States,  which  is  contained  in  the  second 
clause  of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  constitution. 


To  form  a  just  opinion  of  the  nature  and  extent 
of  this  power,  it  will  be  necessary  to  bring  into 
view  the  provisions  contained  in  the  first  clause  of 
the  section  of  the  article  referred  to,  which  makes 
an  essential  part  of  the  policy  in  question.  P.v  this 
it  is  declared,  that  new  states  shall  be  admitted  mto 
the  union,  but  that  no  new  state  shall  be  formed,  or 
erected,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  state: 
nor  any  state  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  of 
more  states,  or  parts  of  states,  without  the  consent 
of  the  legislatures  of  the  stales  concerned,  as  well 
as  of  the  United  States. 

If  we  recur  to  the  condition  of  cur  country,  ai 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  we  shall  seo 
the  origin  and  cause  of  these  provisions.  By  the 
charters  of  the  several  colonies,  limits  by  latitude 
and  other  descriptions,  were  assigned  to  each.  In 
commencing  the  revolution,  the  colonies,  as  has  al- 
ready been  observed,  claimed  by  those  limits,  al- 
though their  population  extended,  in  many  in- 
stances, io  a  small  portion  of  the  territory  lying 
within  them.  It  was  contended,  by  some  of  the 
states,  after  the  declaration  of  independence,  that 
tlue  vacant  lands,  lying  within  any  of  the  states, 
should  become  the  property  of  the  Union,  as,  by 
a  common  exertion,  they  would  be  acquired.  This 
claim  was  resisted  by  the  others,  on  the  principle 
that  all  the  states  entered  into  the  contest  in  the 
full  extent  of  their  chartered  rights,  and  that  they 
ought  to  have  the  full  benefit  of  those  rights  in 
the  event  of  success.  Happily,  this  controversy 
Wfas  settled,  as  all  interfering  claims  and  preten- 
sions, between  the  members  of  our  union,  and  be- 
tween the  general  government,  and  any  of  these 
members,  have  been  in  the  most  amicable  manner, 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties.  On  the  re- 
commendation of  congress,  the  individual  states, 
having  such  territory  within  their  chratered  limits, 
ceded  latjge  portions  thereof  to  the  United  States, 
on  condition  that  it  should  be  laid  off  into  districtfs  ^ 
of  proper  dimensions,  the  lands  to  be  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  districts 
be  admitted  into  the  union,  when  they  should  ob- 
tain such  a  population  as  it  might  be  thought  pro- 
per and  reasonable  to  prescribe.  This  is  the  ter- 
ritory, and  this  the  property,  referred  to  in  the 
second  clause  of  the  4th  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 

All  the  states  which  had  made  cessions  of  vacant 
territory,  except  Georgia,  had  made  them  before 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  that  state  had 
made  a  proposition  to  congress  to  that  effect, 
which  was  under  consideration  at  the  time  the  con. 
stitution  was  adopted.  The  cession  was  complet- 
ed after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  It  was 
made  on  the  same  principle,  and  on  similar  condi- 
tions with  those  which  had  been  nlready  m.nde  by 
the  other  states.  As  differences  might  arise  re- 
specting the  right  or  the  policy  in  congress  to  ad- 
mit new  states  into  the  union,  undfrr  the  new  go- 
vernment, or  to  make  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  territory  ceded  in  the  intermediate 
state,  or  for  the  improvement  and  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  or  to  accept  other  cessions,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  make  special  provisions  for  these  objects, 
which  was  accordingly  done  by  the  above  recited 
clause  ill  the  constitution. 

Thus  the  power  of  congress  over  the  ceded  ter- 
ritory was  not  only  limited  to  these  special  objects, 
but  was  also  temporary.  As  soon  as  the  territorv 
became  a  state,  the  jurisdiction  over  it.  as  it  had 
before  existed,  ceaset'l.  It  extended  aHcru-ards  onlv 
to  the  unsold  lands,  and  os  soon  as  the  whole  were 
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sold,  it  ceased  in  that  sense,  also,  altogf-ther.  From 
that  moment,  the  United  States  have  no  jurisdic- 
tion or  power  in  the  new  states,  other  than  in  the 
old,  nor  can  it  be  obtained  except  by  an  amendment 
of  the  constitution. 

Since  then  it  is  manifest  that  the  power  granted 
to  congress  to  dispose  of,  and  make  ail  needful  re- 
^gulations  respecting,  the  territory  and  other  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  relates  soley  to  the 
territory  and  property  which  had  been  ceded  by 
individual  states,  and  which,  after  such  cession,  lay 
without  their  respective  limits,  and  for  which  spe- 
■cial  provision  was  deemed  necessary,  the  main  pow- 
ers of  the  constitution  operating  internally,  not  be- 
ing  applicable  or  adequate  tiiereto,  it  follows  that 
this  power  gives  no  authority,  and  has  even  no 
bearing  on  the  question  of  internal  improvement. 
The  authority  to  admit  new  states  and  to  dispose 
of  the  property  and  regulate  the  territory,  is  not 
among  the  enumerated  powers  granted  to  congress, 
oecaiise  the  duties  to  be  performed  under  it  are 
not  among  the  ordinary  duties  of  that  body,  like 
the  imposition  of  taxes,  the  regulation  of  commerce, 
and  the  like.  They  are  objects  in  their  nature  spe- 
cial, and  for  which  special  provision  was  more  suita 
ble  and  proper. 

Having  now  examined  all  the  powers  of  con- 
gress, under  which  the  right  to  adopt  and  execute 
a  system  of  internal  improvement  is  claimed,  and 
the  reasons  in  support  of  it,  in  each  instance,  I 
think  that  it  may  fairly  be  concluded  that  such  a 
right  has  not  been  granted.  It  appears,  and  is  admit- 
ted, t!<at  much  maybe  done  in  aid  of  such  a  system, 
by  the  right  which  is  derived  from  several  of  the 
existing  grants,  and  more  especially  from  that  to 
appropriate  the  public  money.  But  still  it  is  mani- 
fest, that,  as  a  system  for  the  United  States,  it  can 
never  be  carried  into  etlect,  under  that  grant,  nor 
under  all  of  them  united,  the  great  and  essential 
power  bfiig  deficient;  consisting  of  a  right  to  take 
up  the  subject  on  principle;  to  cause  our  union  to 
be  examined  by  men  of  science,  with  a  view  to 
such  improvements;  to  authorize  commissioners 
to  lay  off"  the  roads  and  canals  in  all  proper  direc- 
tions; to  take  the  land  at  a  valuation  if  necessary, 
and  to  construct  the  works;  to  pass  laws,  with  suit- 
able penalties  for  their  protection;  and  to  raise  a 
revenue  frpm  them;  to  keep  them  in  repair,  and 
make  further  improvement,  by  the  establishment 
of  turnpikes  and  tolls,  with  gates  to  be  placed  at 
the  proper  distances. 

It  need  scarcely  be  remarked,  that  this  power 
will  operate,  like  many  others  now  existing,  with- 
out affecting  the  sovereignty  of  the  states,  except 
in  the  particular  offices  to  be  performed.  The 
jurisdiction  of  the  several  states  may  still  exist 
over  the  roads  and  canals  within  their  respective 
limits,  extending  alike  to  persons  and  property,  as 
if  the  right  to  make  and  protect  such  improve- 
ments had  not  been  vested  in  congress.  The  right 
being  made  commensurate  simply  with  the  purpo- 
ses indispensable  to  the  system,  may  be  strictly  con- 
fined  to  them.  The  right  of  congress  to  protect 
the  works,  by  laws,  imposing  penalties,  would  ope- 
rate on  the  same  principle  as  the  right  to  protect 
the  mail.  The  act  being  punishable  only,  a  juris 
diction  over  the  place  would  be  altogether  unne- 
cessary and  even  absurd. 

In  the  preceding  inquiry,  little  has  been  said  of 
the  advantages  which  would  attend  the  exercise  of 
such  a  power  by  the  general  government.  I  have 
made  tlie  inquiry  under  a  deep  conviction  that  they 
are  almost  incalculable,  and  that  there  was  a  ge- 
neral concurrence  of  opinion   among  our  fellow- 


citizens  to  that  effect.  Still  it  may  not  be  improper 
for  me  to  state  the  grounds  upon  which  my  own 
impression  is  founded.  If  it  sheds  no  additional 
light  on  this  interesting  part  of  the  subject,  it  will, 
atl^ast,  show  th.it  I  have  had  more  than  one  pow- 
erful motive  for  making  the  inquiry.  A  general 
idea  is  all  that  I  shall  attempt. 

The  advantages  of  such  a  system  must  depend 
upon  the  interests  to  be  affected  by  it,  and  the  ex- 
tent to  which  they  may  be  affected,  and  those  must 
depend  on  the  capacity  of  our  country  for  imji'-ove- 
ment,  and  the  means  at  its  command  applicable  to 
that  object. 

I  think  that  I  may  venture  to  affirm  that  there  is 
no  part  of  our  globe,  comprehending  so  many  de- 
grees of  latitude  on  tlie  main  ocean,  and  so  many 
degrees  of  longitude  into  the  interior,  that  .idmits 
of  such  great  improvement,  and  at  so  little  expense. 
The  Atlantic,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  lakes,  form- 
ing almost  inland  seas,  on  the  other;  separated  bj' 
high  mountains  which  rise  in  the  valley  of  tii*^  St. 
Lawrence,  and  terminate  in  that  of  the  Mississ-ippi, 
traversing  from  north  to  sontli,  almost  the  whole 
interior;  with  innumerable  rivers  on  every  side  of 
those  mountains,  some  of  vast  extent,  many  of 
which  take  their  sources  near  to  c'.ch  other,  give 
the  great  outline;  the  details  are  to  he  seen  on  the 
valuable  maps  of  our  country. 

It  p.ppears,  by  the  light  already  before  the  put:' 
lie,  that  it  is  practicable  and  easy  to  connect,  by 
canals,  the  whole  coast,  from  its  southern  to  it's 
northern  extremity,  in  one  continued  inland  navi- 
gation; and  to  connect,  in  like  manner,  in  many 
parts,  the  western  lakes  and  rivers  with  each  other. 
It  is  equally  practicable  and  easy  to  facilitate  the 
intercourse  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  western 
country,  by  improving  tiie  navigation  of  many  of 
the  rivers,  which  have  their  sources  near  to  each 
other  in  the  mountains,  on  each  side,  and  by  good 
roatls  across  the  mountains,  between  the  highest 
navigable  points  of  those  rivers.  In  addition  to 
tlie  example  of  the  Cumberland  road,  already  no- 
ticed, another  of  this  kind  is  now  in  train,  from  the 
head  waters  of  the  river  .Tames  to  those  of  the 
Kanaiua;  and  in  like  manner  may  the  Savannah  be 
connected  with  the  Tennessee.  In  some  instances 
it  is  understood  that  the  eastern  and  western  wa- 
ters may  be  connected  together  directly,  by  canal,<. 
One  great  work  of  this  kind  is  now  in  its  progress, 
and  far  advanced  in  the  state  of  New-York,  and 
there  is  good  reason  to  beheve  that  two  others  may 
be  formed,  one  at  each  extremity  of  the  high 
mountains  above  mentioned,  connecting  in  the  one 
instance  the  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence  with  lake 
Champlain,  and  in  the  other,  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant of  the  western  rivers  with  those  emptying 
into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  the  advantage  of  which 
v,'ill  be  seen  at  the  first  glance,  by  an  enlighten- 
ed observer. 

Great  improvements  may  .also  be  made  by  good 
roads,  in  proper  directions,  through  the  interior  6f 
the  country.  As  these  roads  v.'ould  be  laid  out  on 
principle,  on  a  full  view  of  the  country,  its  moun» 
tains,  rivers,  &c.  it  would  be  useless,  if  I  had  the 
knowledge,  to  go  into  detail  respecting  them. — 
Much  has  been  done  by  some  of  the  states,  but 
yet  much  rem.ains  to  be  done  with  a  view  to  the 
union. 

Under  the  colonial  governments,  improvements 
of  this  kind  were  not  thought  ot'.  There  w.as,  it  is 
believed,  not  one  canal,  and  little  communication 
from  colony  to  colony.  It  was  their  policy  to  en- 
courage the  intercourse  between  each  colony  and 
the  p.arent  country  only.     The  roads  which  were 
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attended  to,  were  those  which  led  from  the  interior 
of  each  colony,  to  its  principal  towns  on  the  nuvi- 
puble  waters.  By  those  routes  the  produce  ol' the 
country  was  cavried  to  the  coast,  and  shipped 
thence  to  the  mercantile  houses  in  London,  Liver- 
pool, Glasgow,  or  other  towns  to  which  tlie  trade 
was  carried  on.  It  is  helieved  that  there  was  but 
one  connected  route  irom  north  to  south  at  the 
commencement  of  tlie  revolution;  and  that  a  very 
imperiect  one.  Tiie  existence  and  principle  of 
our  union  point  out  the  necessity  of  a  very  difler- 
ent  policy. 

']  he  advantages  which  would  be  derived  from 
sui-h  improvements  are  incalculable.  The  facility 
which  would  thereby  be  afforded  to  ttie  transporta- 
tion of  the  whole  of  the  rich  productions  of  our 
country  to  market,  would  alone  more  than  amply 
compensate  for  all  the  labor  and  expense  attend- 
ing them.  Great,  however,  as  is  that  advantage, 
it  is  one  only  of  many,  and  by  no  means  the  most 
important.  Every  power  of  the  general  govern- 
ment and  of  the  state  governnrenls,  connected 
with  the  strength  and  resources  of  the  country, 
would  be  made  moreelhcicnt  for  the  purposes  in- 
tended by  them.  In  war,  they  would  facilitate  the 
transportation  of  men,  ordnance,  and  provisions 
iiud  munitions  of  war,  of  every  kind,  to  every  part 
of  our  extensive  coast  and  interior,  on  which  an  at- 
tack miglU  be  made  or  threatened.  Those  who 
have  any  knowledge  of  the  occurrences  of  the  late 
war  nuist  know  the  good  effect  which  would  result 
in  the  event  of  anotlier  v.  a r,  from  the  command  of 
an  interior  navigation  alone,  along  the  coast,  for 
all  the  purposes  of  war,  as  well  us  of  commerce, 
between  the  different  parts  of  our  union.  The 
impediments  to  all  military  operations,  which  pro- 
ceeded from  the  want  of  such  a  navigation,  and 
the  reliance  which  was  placed,  notwithstanding 
tliose  impediments,  on  such  a  commerce,  cannot 
be  foigoiten.  In  every  other  line  tlieirgood  effect 
wouldj  be  most  sensibly  ieb.  Intelligence  by 
means  of  the  Post  Office  department  would  he 
n.ureeasil},  extensively,  and  rapidly,  diffused. — 
Farts  the  most  remote  from  each  other  would  be 
brought  nioie  closely  together.  Distant  lands 
v^'ould  be  made  more  valuable,  and  the  industry  of 
our  fellow  citizens,  on  every  portion  of  our  soil,  be 
better  rewarded. 

It  is  natural  in  so  great  a  variety  of  climate,  that 
■  there  should  be  a  corresponihng  ilifrerence  in  the 
produce  of  the  soil;  that  one  part  s'lould  raise  what 
tiic  other  might  want.  It  is  equally  natural"  th.^t 
the  pursuits  of  industry  should  vary  in  like  man- 
'Jicr;  that  labor  should  be  cheaper,  and  nianufac- 
tuies  succeed  better,  in  one  part  than  ia  another. 
That  where  the  climate  was  most  severe  and  the 
soil  less  productive,  navigation,  the  fisheries,  arid 
commerce,  should  be  most  relied  on.  Hence,  the 
motive  for  an  exchange  for  mutuul  accommodation, 
and  active  intercourse,  between  them.  Each  part 
would  thus  find  for  the  surplus  of  its  labor,  in  what- 
evirr  article  it  consisted,  an  extensive  market  at 
home,  which  would  be  the  most  prohtable  because 
free  from  duty. 

There  is  another  view  in  which  these  improve- 
ments are  still  of  more  vital  importance.  The  ef- 
fect which  they  would  have  on  the  bond  of  union 
itself,  affords  an  inducement  for  them,  more  pow- 
erful than  any  which  have  been  urged,  or  than  all 
of  them  united.  The  only  danger  to  which  our 
system  is  exposed  arises  from  its  expansion  over  a 
vast  territory.  Our  union  is  not  held  together  by 
standing  armies,  or  by  any  ties,  other  than  the  posi- 
Uvt  iiitetcsU  *ni  powerful  attractions  of  its  parts 


towards  each  other.  Ambitious  men  may  hereaf-' 
ter  grow  up  among  us,  who  may  promise  to  them-* 
selves  advancement  from  a  change,  and  by  prac»: 
tising  upon  the  sectional  interests,  feelings  and 
prejudices,  endeavor,  under  various  pretexts,  to 
promote  it.  The  history  of  the  world  is  replete 
with  examples  of  this  kind;  of  military  command- 
ers and  demagogues  becoming  usurpers  and  ty- 
rants, and  of  their  fellow-citizens  becoming  their  in- 
struments and  slaves.  I  have  little  fear  of  this  dan- 
ger, knowing  well  how  strong  the  bond  whicli 
holds  us  together  is,  and  who  the  people  are,  who 
are  thus  held  together;  but  still  it  is  proper  to  look 
at,  and  to  provide  against  it,  and  it  is  not  within 
the  compass  of  human  wisdom  to  make  a  more  ef- 
fectual provision,  than  would  be  made  by  the  pro- 
posed improvements.  With  their  aid,  and  the  inter- 
course which  would  grow  out  of  them,  the  parts 
would  soon  become  so  compacted  and  bound  to- 
gether that  nothing  could  break  it. 

The  expansion  of  our  union  over  a  vast  territory 
cannot  operate  unfavorably  to  the  states  individual- 
ly. On  the  contrary,  it  is  believed  that  the  greater  the 
e:".pansion,  within  practicable  limits,  and  it  is  not 
easy  to  say  what  are  not  so,  the  greater  the  advan- 
tage which  the  states  individually  will  derive  from 
it.  With  governments  separate,  vigorous  and  ef- 
fecient  for  all  local  purposes,  their  distance  from 
each  other  can  have  no  injurious  effect  upon  their 
respective  interests.  It  has  already  been  shown, 
that,  in  some  important  circumstances,  especially 
with  the  aid  of  these  improvements,  they  must  de- 
rive great  advantage  from  that  cause  alone,  that  is, 
from  their  distance  from  each  other.  In  every 
other  way,  the  expansion  of  our  system  must  ope- 
rate favoral)ly  for  every  state,  in  proportion  as  it 
operates  favorably  for  the  union.  It  is  in  that 
scn~e  only  that  it  can  become  a  question  with  the 
stales,  or  ratlscr  with  the  people  who  compose 
them.  As  states,  they  can  be  affected  by  it  only 
by  their  relation  to  each  other  through  the  gene- 
ral government,  and  by  its  effect  on  the  operations 
of  that  governtnent.  Manifest  it  is,  that  to  any  ex- 
tent to  which  the  general  government  can  sustain 
and  execute  its  functions  with  complete  effect,  will 
the  states,  that  is,  the  people  who  compose  them, 
be  benefited.  It  is  only  when  the  expansion  shall 
be  carried  beyond  llie  ftculties  of  tlie  general  go- 
vernment, so  as  to  enfeeble  its  oi,rerations,  to  the 
injury  of  the  whole,  that  any  of  the  parts  can  be 
injured.  Tiie  tendency,  in  that  stage,  will  be  to 
dismemberment,  and  not  to  consolidation.  This 
danger  shmild,  therefore,  be  looked  at  with  prg. 
found  attention,  as  one  of  a  very  serion-*  chiiracter. 
I  will  remark  h.ere,  that,  as  tiie  o[)epations  of  the 
national  government  are  of  a  general  nature,  the 
states  having  complete  power  for  internal  and  local 
purposes,  the  expansion  may  be  carried  to  very 
great  extent,  aiid  w  itli  perfect  safety.  It  must  be 
obvious  to  all,  that  the  further  the  expansion  is  car- 
ried, i)rovided  it  be  not  beyond  the  just  limit,  the 
greater  will  be  the  freedom  of  action  to  both  go- 
vernments, and  the  more  perfect  their  security;  aitd 
in  all  otiier  respects,  the  better  the  effect  will  be 
to  the  whole  American  people.  Extent  of  territo- 
ry, whether  it  be  great  or  small,  gives  to  a  nation 
many  of  its  characteristics.  It  marks  the  extent  of 
its  resources,  of  its  population,  cf  its  physical  force. 
It  marks,  in  short,  the  difference  between  a  great 
and  a  small  power. 

To  what  eMent  it  may  be  proper  to  expand  our 
system  of  government,  is  a  question  which  does  not 
press  for  a  decision,  at  this  time.  At  the  ej;d  of 
die  revolutionai-y  war,  in  J785,  we  had,  as  we  cor.. 
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tended  and  believed,  a  right  to  the  free  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi;  but  it  was  not  until  after  the  ex- 
piration of  twelve  years,  in  1795,  that  that  right 
•was  acknowledged  and  enjoyed.  Further  difficul- 
ties occurred,  in  the  bustling  of  a  contentious  world, 
when,  at  the  expiration  of  eight  years  more,  the 
United  States,  sustaining  the  strength  and  energy 
of  their  character,  acquired  the  province  of  Loui- 
aiana,  with  the  free  navigation  of  the  river,  from 
its  source  to  the  ocean,  and  a  liberal  boundary  on 
the  western  side.  To  this,  Floridia  has  since  been 
added,  so  that  we  now  possess  all  the  territory  in 
which"  the  original  states  bad  any  interest,  or  in 
which  the  existing  states  can  be  said,  either  in  a 
national  or  local  point  of  view,  to  be  in  any  way  in- 
terested. A  range  of  states,  on  the  western  side 
of  the  Mississippi,  which  already  is  provided  for, 
puts  us  essentially  at  ease.  Whether  it  will  be 
wise  to  go  further,  will  turn  on  other  considerations 
than  those  which  have  dictated  the  course  hereto- 
fore pursued.  At  whatever  point  we  may  stop, 
whether  it  be  at  a  single  range  of  states  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  or  by  taking  a  greater  scope,  :he 
advantage  of  sucli  improvements  is  deemed  of  the 
highest  importance.  It  is  so,  on  the  present  scale. 
The  further  we  go,  the  greater  will  be  the  neces- 
sity for  them. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  improvements  for  great 
national  purposes  would  be  better  made  by  the  na- 
tional  government,  than  by  the  governments  of  the 
several  states.  Our  experience,  prior  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution,  demonstrated,  that,  in  the 
exercise  by  the  individual  states  of  most  of  the  pow- 
ers granted  to  the  United  States,  a  contracted  rival- 
ry of  interest,  and  misapplied  jealousy  of  each 
other,  had  an  important  influence  on  all  their  mea- 
sures to  the  great  injury  of  the  whole.  This  was 
particularly  exemplified  by  the  regulations  which 
they  severally  made,  of  their  commerce  with  fo- 
reign nations,  and  with  each  other.  It  was  this  ut- 
ter  incapacity  in  the  state  governnaents,  proceeding 
from  these  and  other  causes,  to  act  as  a  nation,  and 
to  perform  all  the  duties  which  the  nation  owed  to 
itself,  under  any  system  which  left  the  general  go- 
vernment dependent  on  the  states,  which  produced 
the  transfer  of  these  powers  to  the  United  States, 
by  the  establishment  of  the  present  constitution. — 
The  reasoning  which  was  applicable  to  the  grant 
of  any  of  the  powers  now  vested  in  congress,  is 
likewise  so,  at  least  to  a  certain  extent,  to  that  in 
question.  It  is  natural  that  the  states,  individually, 
in  making  improvements,  should  look  to  their  par- 
ticular and  local  interests.  The  members  compos, 
ing  their  respective  legislatures  represent  the  peo- 
ple of  each  state,  only,  and  might  not  feel  them- 
selves at  liberty  to  look  to  objects,  in  these  respects^ 
beyond  that  limit.  If  the  resources  of  the  union 
were  to  be  brought  into  operation  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  state  assemblies,  or  in  concert  with  them, 
it  may  be  apprehended  that  every  measure  would 
become  the  object  of  negociation,  of  bargain  and 
barter,  much  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  system,  as 
well  as  discredit  to  both  governments.  But  con- 
gress would  look  to  the  v.hole,  and  make  improve- 
ments to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  whole.  It  is 
the  peculiar  felicity  of  the  proposed  amendment, 
that  while  it  will  enable  the  United  States  to  ac- 
complish every  national  object,  the  improvements 
made  with  that  view  will  eminently  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  individual  states,  who  may  also  add 
such  others  as  their  own  particular  interests  may 
require. 

The  situation  of  the  Cumberland  road  requires 
tbe  paxticular  and  early  attention  of  congres^.  Be- 


ing formed  over  very  lofty  mountains,  and  in  manj* 
instances  over  deep  and  wide  streams,  across  wivich 
valuable  bridges  have  been  erected,  which  are  sus- 
tained by  stone  walls,  as  are  many  other  parts  of 
the  road,  all  these  works  are  subject  to  decay,  have 
decayed,  and  will  decay  rapidly,  unless  timely  and 
effectual  measures  are  adopted  to  prevent  it. 

The  dechvities  from  the  mountains,  and  all  the 
heights,  must  suffer  from  the  frequent  and  heavy 
falls  of  water,  and  its  descent  to  the  valleys,  as  also 
from  the  deep  congelations  during  our  severe  win- 
ters. Other  injuries  have  also  been  experienced 
on  this  road,  such  as  the  displacing  the  capping-  of 
the  walls,  and  other  works,  committed  by  worth- 
less people,  either  from  a  desire  to  render  the  road 
impassable,  or  to  have  the  transportation  in  another 
direction,  or  from  a  spirit  of  wantonness  to  create 
employment  for  idlers.  These  considerations  show, 
that  an  active  and  strict  police  ought  to  be  estab- 
lished over  the  whole  road,  with  power  to  make 
repairs  when  necessary;  to  estabhsh  turnpikes  and 
tolls,  as  the  means  of  raising  money  to  make  them; 
and  to  prosecute  and  punish  those  who  commit 
waste  and  other  injuries. 

Should  the  United  States  be  willing  to  abandon 
this  road  to  the  states  tiirough  which  it  passes, 
would  they  take  charge  of  it.  each  of  that  portiou 
Within  its  limits,  a,nd  keep  it  in  repair?  It  is  not  to 
be  presumed  that  they  would,  since  the  advantages 
attending  it  are  exclusively  national,  by  connecting, 
as  it  does,  the  Atlantic  with  the  western  states,  and 
in  a  line  with  the  seat  of  the  national  government. 
The  most}  expensive  parts  of  this  road  lie  within 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  very  near  the  confines 
of  each  state,  and  in  a  route  not  essentially  connect- 
ed with  the  commerce  of  either. 

If  it  is  thought  proper  to  vest  this  power  in  the 
United  States,  the  only  mode  in  which  it  can  be 
done,  is,  by  an  amendment  of  the  constif  ution.  The 
states,  individually,  cannot  transfer  the  power  to 
the  United  States,  nor  can  the  United  States  re- 
ceive it.  The  constitution  forms  an  equal  and  the 
sole  relation  between  the  general  government  and 
the  several  states;  and  it  recogni/ies  no  change  in 
it,  which  shall  not,  in  like  manner  apply  to  all.  If 
it  is  once  admitted,  that  the  general  government 
may  form  compacts  with  individual  states,  not  com- 
mon to  the  others,  and  which  the  others  might  even 
disapprove,  into  what  pernicious  consequences 
might  it  not  lead.'  Such  compacts  are  utterly  re- 
pugnant to  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  and 
of  the  most  dangerous  tendency.  The  states^ 
through  which  this  road  passes,  have  given  their 
sanction  only  to  the  route,  and  to  the  acquisition 
of  the  soil  by  the  United  States— a  right  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  jurisdiction,  which  cannot  be 
granted  without  an  amendment  to  the  constitution, 
and  which  need  not  be  granted  for  the  purposes  of 
this  system,  except  in  the  limited  manner  hereto- 
fore stated.  On  full  consideration,  therefore,  of 
the  whole  subject,  I  am  of  opinion  that  such  an 
amendment  ought  to  be  recommended  to  the  se- 
veral states  for  their  adoption. 

1  have  now  essentially  executed  that  part  of  the 
task,  which  I  imposed  on  myself,  of  examiningtthe 
right  of  congress  to  adopt  and  execute  a  syitem  of 
internal  improvement,  and  I  presume  have  shown 
that  it  dues  not  exist.  It  is,  I  think,  equally  mani- 
fest, that  such  a  power  vested  in  congress,  and 
wisely  executed,  would  have  the  happiest  effect,, 
on  all  the  great  interests  of  our  union.  It  is,  how- 
ever, my  0{)inion  that  the  power  should  be  confined 
to  great  national  works  only,  since,  if  it  were  un- 
[  limited,  it  would  be  liable  to  abuse,  and  might  be 
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productive  of  evil.  For  all  minor  improvennents, 
ihe  resources  of  the  states  individually,  would  be 
fully  adequate,  and  by  tlve  states  such  improve- 
ments  might  be  made  witli  greater  advantage  than 
by  the  wnion;  as  they  would  understand  better  such 
as  their  more  immediate  and  local  interests  requir- 
ed. 


In  the  viev/  above  presented,  I  have  thought  it 
proper  to  trace  the  origin  of  our  institutions,  and 
particularly  of  the  state  and  national  governments, 
for,  ulthough  they  have  a  common  origin,  in  the 
people,  yet,  as  the  point  at  issue  turned  on  what 
were  the  powers  grafted  to  the  one  government, 
:ind  what  were  those  which  remained  to  the  other, 
1  was  persuaded  that  an  analysis  which  should  mark 
distinctly  the  source  of  power  in  both  governments, 
with  its  progress  in  each,  would  ailord  the  best 
means  for  obtaining  a  sound  result.     In  our  politi- 
cal career,  there  are,  obviously,  three  great  epochs. 
The  colonial  state  forms  the  first,  the  revolutionary 
movement,  from  its  commencement  to  tiie  adoption 
of  the  articles  of  confederation,  the  second,  and  the 
intervening  space,  from  that  event  to  the  present 
day,  the  third.     The  fust  may  be  considered  the 
infant  state.     It  was  the  school  of  morality,  of  po- 
litical science,  and  just  principles.     The  equality 
of  rights  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  every  colony, 
under  their  original  charters,  forms  the  basis  of 
every  existing  institution,  and  it  was  owing  to  the 
creation  by  those  charters  of  distinct  communities, 
that  the  power,  when   v/rcsted  from  llie  crown, 
passed  directly  and  exclusively  to  the  people  of 
each  colony.     The  revolutionary  struggle  gave  ac- 
tivity to  those  principles,  and  its  success  secured  to 
them  a  permanent  existence   in  the  governments, 
of  our  union,  state  and  national.     The  tliird  epoch 
comprises  the  adminislration  under  the  articles  of 
confederation,  with  the  adoption  of  the  constitution, 
and  administration  under  it.     On  the  first  and  last 
of  these  epochs,  it  is  not  i»cccssary  to  enlarge  for 
any  purpose  connected  with  the  object  of  this  in- 
tiuiry.     To  tl'.e  second,  in  which  we  were  transfer- 
red by  an  lieroic  excilion, from  thelirst  to  the  third 
stage,  and  whose  events  give  the  true  cliaracter  to 
every  institutioni  some  further  attention  is  due.  In 
tracing  in  greater  detail  the  prominent  acts  of  a 
movement  to  which  we  owe  so  much,  I  shall  per- 
form an  oi'Kce,  which,  if  not  useful,  will  be  gratify. 
ing  to  my  own  fecUngs,  and  1  hope  not  unaccepta- 
ble to  my  re;iders. 

Of  the  revolutionary  movement  itself,  sentiments 
too  respectful,  too  exalted,  cannot  be  entertained. 
It  is  impossible  for  any  citizen,  having  a  just  idea 
of  the  dangers  which  we  had  to  encounter,  to  read 
the  record  of  our  early  proceedings,  and  to  see  tiie 
firnsjaess  with  which  they  were  met,  and  the  wis- 
dom and  patriotism  wVich  were  displayed  in  every 
stage,  v/ilhout  being  deeply  alicctcd  by  it.  An  at- 
tack on  Massachusetts  was  considered  an  attack  on 
every  colony,  and  the  people  of  each  moved  in  her 
defence,  as  in  tiieir  own  cause.  The  meeting  of 
the  general  congress  in  l^hiladelplwa,  on  the  5;h  of 
September,  1774,  appears  to  have  been  the  result 
cf  a  spontaneous  impulse  in  every  quarter,  at  the 
same  time.  The  first  public  act  proposing  it,  ac- 
cording to  the  joumuls  of  the  first  congress,  was 
passed  by  the  house  of  representatives  of  Connecti- 
cut, on  tiie  third  of  June,  of  that  year;  but  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  the  first  suggestion  came  from  M;issa- 
chusetts,  the  colony  most  oppressed,  and  in  whose 
i'avor  the  general  sympathy  was  much  excited.  The 
exposition  which  that  congress  made  of  greivances, 
in  the  petition  to  tUc  kin^,  ip  t^§  ad<lr&«s  to  the 


people  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  that  to  the  people 
of  the  several  colonies,  evinced  a  knowledge  so  pro» 
feundof  the  English  constitution  and  of  the  general 
principles  of  free  government  and  of  liberiy;  of 
our  rights, founded  on  that  constitution,  and  on  the 
charters  of  the  several  colonies,  and  of  the  numer- 
ous and  egregious  violations  which  had  been  com- 
mitted of  them,  as  must  have  convinced  all  impar- 
tial minds,  that  the  talent  on  this  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, was  at  least  equal  to  tliat  on  the  other.  The 
spirit  in  which  those  papers  were  drawn,  which  was 
known  to  be  in  strict  accord  with  the  public  senti- 
ment, proved  that,  although  the  whole  people  che- 
rished a  connection  with  the  parent  country,  and 
were  desirous  of  preserving  it  on  just  principles, 
they  nevertlieless,  stood  embodied  at  the  parting 
line,  ready  to  separate  forever,  if  a  redress  of  grie- 
vances, the  alternative  olfered,  was  not  promptly 
rendered.  That  alternative  was  rejected,  and,  in 
consequence,  war  and  dismemberment  followed. 

The  powers  granted  to  the  delegates  of  each  co- 
lony who  composed  the  iirst  congress,  looked  pri- 
marily to  the  support  of  rights,  and  to  a  redress  of 
gri'?vances,  and  in  consequence  to  the  restoration 
of  harmony,  which  was  ardently  desired.  They 
justified,  however,  any  extremity  in  case  of  neces- 
sity. They  were  ample  for  such  purposes,  and 
were  executed  in  every  circumstance  with  the  ut- 
most fidelity.  It  was  not  until  after  the  meeting  of 
the  second  congress,  which  took  place  on  the  lOth 
May,  1775,  when  full  proof  was  laid  before  it,  of 
the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  the  preceding 
month,  by  a  dehberate  attack  of  the  British  troops, 
on  the  militia  and  inhabitants  of  Lexington  and 
Concord,  in  Massachusetts,  that  war  might  be  said 
to  be  decided  on,  and  measures  were  taken  to  sup- 
port it.  The  progress  even  then  was  slow  and  re- 
luctant, as  will  be  seen  by  their  second  petition  to 
the  king,  and  tiieir  second  address  to  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  which  were  prepared  and  forwarded 
after  that  event.  'I'lie  arrival,  however,  of  large 
bodies  of  troops,  and  the  pressure  of  war  in  every 
direction,  soon  dispelled  all  hope  of  accomn.-odation. 

On  the  15lh  of  June,  1775,  a  commander  in  chief 
of  all  the  forces  raised,  and  to  be  raised,  for  the  de- 
fence of  American  liberty,  was  appointed  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  congress,  and  his  conduct  in  the 
discliargeof  the  duties  of  that  high  trust,  which  he 
held  through  the  whole  of  the  war,  has  given  an 
example  to  the  world  lor  talents  as  a  military  com- 
mander; for  integrity,  fortitude,  and  firmness,  un- 
der the  severest  trials;  for  respect  to  the  civil  au- 


thority, and  devotion  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
his  country,  oi'  which  neither  liome  nor  Greece 
have  exhibited  the  equal.  I  saw  him  in  my  earUest 
youth,  in  the  retreat  through  Jersey,  at  the  head  of 
a  small  band,  or  rather  in  its  rear,  for  he  was  always 
next  the  enemy,  and  his  countenance  and  manner 
made  an  impression  on  m©,  which  time  can  never 
efface.  A  lieutenant  then  in  the  third  Virginia  re- 
giment, I  happened  to  be  on  the  rear  guard  at  New- 
ark, and  I  counted  the  force  under  his  immediate 
command  by  platoons  as  it  passed  me,  which 
amounted  to  leas  than  3,000  men.  A  deportment 
so  firm,  so  dignified,  so  e.xalted,  but  yet  so  modest, 
and  compos'id,  I  have  never  seen  in  any  other  per- 
sov. 

On  the  6th  July,  1775,  congress  published  a  de- 
claration of  the  causes  whicti  compelled  them  to 
take  up  arms,  and  immediately  at'terwarda  took 
measures  for  augHienting  the  army  and  raising  a 
navy;  for  organizing  the  raiUtia,  and  providing  can- 
non, and  small  ar.nis,  and  military  stores  of  every 
kincl;  for  r«risjng  a  reveaue,  and  puslynj  the  war 
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offensively,  with  all  the  means  in  their  power.  No- 
thing escsped  the  attention  of  that  enlightened 
body.  The  people  of  Canada  were  invited  to  join 
the  union,  and  a  force  sent  into  the  province  to  fa- 
vor  the  revolutionary  party,  which,  however,  was 
not  capable  of  aft'ording  any  essential  aid.  The 
people  of  Ireland  were  addressed  in  terms  manifest- 
ing due  respect  for  the  sutterings,  the  talents,  and 
patriotism,  of  that  portion  of  the  British  empire; 
and  a  suitable  acknowledgment  was  made  to  the 
assembly  of  Jamaica,  for  the  approbation  it  had  ex- 
pressed of  our  cause,  and  the  part  it  had  taken  in 
support  of  it  with  the  British  government. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  1775,  the  convention  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, by  a  letter  signed  by  their  president,  of 
May  the  10th,  stated  to  congress  "that  they  labored 
under  difficulties  for  the  want  of  a  regular  form  of 
government,  .and  requested  to  be  favored  with  'ex- 
pHcit  advice  respecting  the  taking  up  and  exercis- 
ing the  powers  of  civil  government,'  and  declaring 
their  readiness  'to  submit  to  such  a  general  plan  as 
the  congress  might  direct  for  the  colonies,  or  that 
they  would  make  it  their  great  study  to  establisii 
such  a  form  of  government  there,  as  should  not  only 
promote  their  own  advantage,  but  the  union  and  in- 
terest of  all  America."  To  this  application  an  an- 
swer was  ^iven  on  the  9th,  by  which  it  was  rccom- 
mended  to  the  convention,  "to  write  letters  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  several  places  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation in  assembly,  requesting  them  to  choose 
such  representatives,  and  that  the  assembly,  when 
chosen,  should  elect  councillors,  and  that  said  as- 
sembly or  council  should  exercise  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment, until  a  governor  of  his  majesty's  appoint- 
ment  will  consent  to  govern  the  colony  according 
to  its  charter." 

On  the  18th  October  of  the  same  year,  the  dele- 
gates from  New  Hampshire  laid  before  congress  an 
instruction  from  their  convention  "to  use  their  ut- 
most endeavors  to  obtain  the  advice  and  direction 
of  congress,  with  respect  to  a  method  for  adminis- 
tering justice  and  regulating  tlieir  civil  police."  To 
this  a  reply  was  given  on  the  3d  November,  by 
which  it  was  recommended  to  the  convention  "to 
call  a  full  and  free  representation  of  the  people, 
and  that  the  representatives,  if  tiiey  thought  it  ne- 
cessary, should  establish  such  a  I'orni  of  government 
jiR,  in  their  judgment,  would  be«t  promote  the  hap- 
piness of  the  people,  and  most  elfectually  secure 
peace  and  good  order  in  the  province,  during  tlie 
continuance  of  the  present  dispute  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  colonies." 

On  the  4th  November  it  was  resolved  by  con- 
press,  "that  if  the  convention  of  South  Carolina 
shall  find  it  necessary  to  establish  a  form  of  govern 
ment  in  that  colony,  it  be  recommended  to  that 
convention  to  call  a  full  and  free  representation  of 
the  people,  and  the  said  representatives,  if  they 
think  it  necessary,  shall  establish  sucli  a  form  ui 
government  as  in  their  judgment  will  best  promote 
the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  most  effectually 
secure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  colony,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  present  dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  " 

On  the  4th  December  following,  a  resolution 
passed,  recommending  the  same  measure,  and  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  words,  to  the  convention  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

On  tke  10th  May,  1776,  "it  was  recommended  to 
the  respective  assemblies  and  conventions  of  the 
Tinited  colonies,  where  no  government  sufficient  to 
the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  had  been  established, 


to  adopt  SHch  government  as  should,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  best  conduct 
to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  constituents  iu 
particular,  and  America  in  general." 

On  the  7th  June,  resolutions  respecting  indc' 
pendence  were  moved  and  seconded,  which  were 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  8lh 
and  10th,  on  which  latter  day  it  was  resolved  to 
postpone  a  decision  on  tlie  first  resoltition,  or  main 
(juestion,  until  the  Isi  July,  but  that  no  time  might 
be  lost  in  case  the  congress  agree  thereto,  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration  to 
the  effect  of  that  resdiition. 

On  the  llth  June,  1776,  congress  appointed  a 
committee  to  prepare  and  digest  a  plan  of  confe- 
deration for  the  colonif-s  On  the  12th  July  the 
committee  reported  a  draught  of  articles,  which 
were  severally  afterwards  debated  and  amended, 
until  the  15lh  November,  1777,  when  they  were 
adopted.  These  articles  were  then  proposed  to 
the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  with  a  request, 
that,  if  approved  by  them,  they  would  autliorize 
their  delegates  to  ratify  the  same  in  congress,  and 
which  being  done,  to  become  conclusive.  It  was 
not  until  the  21st  of  March,  17S1,  as  already  ob- 
served, that  they  were  ratified  by  the  last  state, 
and  carried  into  effect. 

On  the  4th  July,  1776,  independence  was  de- 
clared, by  an  act  which  arrested  the  attention  of 
tlie  civilized  world,  and  will  bear  the  test  of  time. 
For  force  and  condensation  of  matter,  strength  of 
reasoning,  sublimity  of  sentiment  and  expression, 
it  is  believed  that  no  document  of  eqiid  merit  ex- 
ists. It  looked  t  )  every  thing,  and  with  a  reach, 
perspicuity,  and  energy  of  mind,  which  seemed  to 
be  master  of  every  thing. 

Thus  it  a])pear3,  in  addition  to  the  very  impor- 
tant charge  of  munag'.ng  tlie  war,  that  congress 
had  under  consideration  at  the  same  time,  the  de- 
claration of  independence,  :lie  adoption  of  a  confe- 
deration for  the  states,  and  the  pcopriety  of  instil 
tuting  state  governments,  with  tlie  nature  of  those 
govern^nents,  respecting  whicii  it  liad  been  consult- 
ed by  the  conventions  of  several  of  the  colonies. — 
So  great  a  trust  was  never  reposed  before  in  a  body 
thus  constituted,  and  I  am  authorized  to  .add,  look- 
ing to  the  great  result,  that  never  were  duties  more 
ably  or  faitiifully  performed. 

The  distinguishing  cliara'"teristic  of  tliis  move- 
ment, is,  tliut,  allliouijli  tlie  connection  which  liad 
existed  be' ween  the  people  of  the  several  colonies, 
before  their  dismemberment  from  the  parent  coun- 
try, was  not  only  not  dissolved  but  increased  by  that 
event,  even  before  the  a^-loption  of  the  articles  of 
confederation,  yet  the  preservation  and  augmenta- 
tion of  that  tie  were  the  result  of  a  new  creation, 
and  proceeded  altogether  from  the  people  of  each 
colony,  into  whose  hands  the  whole  power  passed, 
exclusively,  when  wrested  from  the  crown.  To 
the  same  cause  tlie  greater  change  which  has  since 
occurred,  by  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  is  to 
be  traced 

The  establishment  of  our  institutions  forms  the 
most  important  epoch  that  liistory  hath  recorded. 
They  extend  unexampled  felicity  to  the  whole  body 
of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  are  the  admiration  of 
other  nations.  To  preserve  and  hand  them  down 
in  their  utmost  purity  to  the  remotest  ages  will  re- 
quire the  existence  and  practice  of  virtues  and  ta- 
lents equal  to  those  which  were  displayed  in  ac- 
quiring them.  It  is  ardently  hoped  and  confidently 
believed  that  these  will  not  be  wanted. 
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(Xj'The  present  number,  as  lo  the  quantity  of 
papers  to  be  delivered,  completes  the  editorial 
year — but  as  the  period  of  ti/nt;  has  not  expired,  we 
shall  resort  to  the  means  pursued  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, and  publish  a  graluitoii-;  half  sheet  on  Satur- 
day next,  so  that  the  hist  number  of  the  new  vo- 
lume may  appear  in  September,  as  usual. 

Subscribers  are  respectfully  reminded,  that  a 
supplement  for  the  present  volume  is  in  the  press 
and  will  soon  be  published.  It  is  a  valuable  collec- 
tion of  matter;  and  gentlemen  desiring  it,  will 
please  add  one  dollar  for  it  to  the  amount  of  their 
regular  subscription  money,  which,  we  hope,  every 
one  desigiis  to  send  on  very  speedily  in  advance, 
(being  seriously  assured  that  it  is  much  needed), 
as  well  as  -a  discharge  of  arrearages  in  cases  where 
they  exist. 

The  title  page  and  table  of  contents  of  the  vo- 
lume will  be  forwarded,  as  customary,  to  all  entit- 
led to  receive  it. 


Qj^Our  friends  in  the  army,  and  others  interest- 
ed  in  a  matter  tliat  has  excited  no  liule  attention, 
will  Hnd  tluit  we  have  nearly  given  up  tliis  number 
to  an  insertion  of  the  proceedings  tliat  took  place 
in  the  senate,  at  its  last  session,  in  regard  to  certain 
military  appointments.  Some  of  our  readers  may 
not  feel  much  concern  on  this  subject;  but  the  mat- 
ter is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  demand  a  registry  ofinia,  U.  S 
it,  for  general  instruction  and  reference. 


that  the  proportion  of  incapable  and  inejicient  per- 
sons therein  has  been  reduced  but  little:  we  mean 
the  drones  of  whom  we  have  heretofore  spoken; 
there  are  too  many  of  them. 

Messrs.  Russell  and  Hunt.  An  arrangement 
has  been  made  betwet-n  the  counsel  for  these  gen- 
tlemen, by  which  the  latter  may  take  depositions  in 
England  and  France,  to  support  his  charges  against 
the  former. 

Revolutionart  generals.  It  has  been  denied 
that  La  Fayette  is  the  only  surviving  general  of  the 
American  revolutionary  army,  and  the  venerable 
Rujus  jPiitnam,  of  Ohio,  is  named  as  another.  It 
appears,  however,  that  this  gallant  patriot  was  only 
a  colonel  during  the  war,  but  received  the  grade 
of  brigadier  general,  by  brevet,  in  consequence  of  a 
resolve  of  congress  in  Sept.  1783,  affecting  all  offi. 
cers  who  held  the  same  rank  in  1783  which  they 
held  in  1777. 


Mr.  Randolph — again!  In  the  London  Times, 
we  find  an  account  of  the  "British  Foreign  Phi- 
lanthropic Society,"  for  the  permanent  relief  of  the 
laboring  classes.  Among  the  vice  presidents  are 
one  duke,  two  earls,  six  counts  and  viscounts,  six 
lords  and  barons,  and  John  Randolph,  esq.  Virgi- 


Yellow  fever.     On  the  16th  instant,  the  board 


Capt.  Stmmes  is  still  zealous  to  enter  into  the 
earth  at  the  north,  and  has  drafted  and  pubhshed  a 


of  health  at  Philadelphia  prohibited  all  inlercours*;  new  memorial  to  congress,  which  he  desires  may  be 
with  thecity  of  New  York.  Though  the  fever  has!  generally  signed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
not  yet  made  much  progress  in  the  latter,  and  all  praying  that  two  vessels,  well  found  for  the  pur- 


the  cases  that  have  occurred  are  traceable  to  the 
infected  district,  there  was  much  alarm  on  account 
of  it — so  as  to  speak  of  a  removal  of  the  custom- 
house establishment;  which  does  appear  to  have 
been  necessary  as  yet. 

The  MACEDONIAN.  Several  deaths  of  the  crew 
of  this  frigate  have  occurred  since  our  last;  and 
Dr.  Kissarn,  of  the  brig  Spark,  who  was  called  upon 
to  attend  the  sick  on  board  of  her,  has  taken  the 
disease  and  died.  But  the  disorder  now  appears  to 
be  checked. 

It  is  positively  asserted  that  this  vessel  was  com- 
pletely over  hauled  and  cleaned  out  after  returning 
from  the  Pacific — that,  aware  of  danger  on  the  in- 
tended cruise,  every  stick  of  wood  taken  on  board 
for  fuel  was  deprived  of  its  bark,  to  avoid,  as  much 
as  possible,  the  decay  of  vegetable  matter,  £tc. 


Revenue.  The  amount  of  duties  secured  at  the 
custom  house  in  New-York,  for  the  first  6  months 
of  the  present  year,  is  said  to  be  5^5,224,815.  This 
is  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  gross  revenue  collect- 
ed there  during  the  year  1821.  The  importations 
were  excessive  in  February  and  March  last,  and  the 
eject  is  now  appearing  in  that  city.  In  the  amount 
given,  there  is  no  allowance  for  drawbacks. 

The  navy.  The  Washington  Gazette  says  that 
Jtfiy-tuuo  navy  officers  have  died  or  resigned  since 
the   1st  of  January  last.     This,  surely,  is  a  large 


pose,  may  be  sent  out  on  a  voyage  of  discovery. 

Marblehead.  This  town  has  long  been  famous 
for  the  courage,  perseverance,  enterprize  and  pa- 
triotism  of  its  inhabitants.  In  what  is  called  the 
"French  war,"  they  performed  a  very  important 
part,  and  in  the  revolutionary  contest,  their  ser- 
vices were  invaluable,  their  sufferings  great — at 
the  close  of  it,  there  were  458  widows,  364  father- 
less  boys  and  502  fatherless  girls  in  this  small  place, 
whose  aggregate  population  was  not  probably  more 
than  4,000,  if  so  great  a  number  at  the  time.  In 
the  late  war,  it  furnished  1,400  men  for  th«  public 
service,  chiefly  "tight  lads  of  the  ocean,"  inferior 
to  none  that  ever  "cracked  a  biscuit."  Hence  they 
were  peculiar /tiijames  of  the  enemy,  and,  when  the 
gates  of  infamous  Dartmoor  prison  were  opened, 
it  was  found  that  ^five  fiundred  of  the  nobly  brave 
and  severely  persecuted  follows  hailed  from  Mar- 
blehead! 

Restrictive  system.  In  a  late  debate  in  the 
French  chamber  of  deputies,  Mr.  Laine,  speaking 
on  the  projet  of  a  law  for  the  regulation  of  the  cus- 
toms, quoted  the  example  of  England,  in  justifica- 
tion of  severe  commercial  restrictions;  and  "the 
system  of  prohibition,"  he  said,  "to  which  the  con- 
tinental blockade  had  given  an  immense  applica- 
tion during  the  war,  had  been  continued  and  even 
extended  since  the  peace.  After  having  been  di- 
rected at  first  against  England,  and  then  against 


number  out  of  so  small  a  «orps'— yet  we  apprehend  France,  it  tad  been  put  in  practice  by  9^  states 
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p.gainst  eacii  olher.  England,  now  imitated  every 
ivhere,  had  first  adopted  the  system,  and  it  was  not, 
therefore,  very  remarkable  that,  finding  it  enforced 
against  her,  she  should  be  inclined  to  change  her 
practice.  She  had  derived  from  prohibitions  all 
the  advantages  that  she  could  hope  for;  she  had 
accumulated  immense  capitals;  her  industry  had 
been  so  much  developed,  that  she  was  obliged  to 


seek  for  a  large  outlet,  and,  perhaps,  on  this  ac-    tion  for  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  United  States, 


should  have  a  recess,  and  an  adjournment  took 
place,  the  speaker  and  the  members  keeping  their 
seats;  when  the  following  preamble  and  resolution 
were  submitted,  and  carried  ncm.  con. 

•'The  members  of  the  general  assembly  of  the 
state  of  Tennessee,  taking  into  view  the  great  im- 
portance of  the  selection  of  a  suitable  person  to 
till  the  presidential  chair  at  the  approaching  elec- 


count,  she  hud  come  to  tlie  point  of  saying,  «now 
^ve  will  receive  you,  only  receive  us!'" 

DrELLisG.     The  Natchez  Gazette  gives  the  fol- 
lowing calcnlalion  of  a  certain  infamous  gambler, 
who  frequently  was  kicked  and  cutled  and  pulled 
by  the  nose,  and  yet  had  fought  a  duel — 
"If  I  am  challenged, 
10  to  1   We  do  not  meet— if  we  meet, 
10  to  1  No  fight— if  a  fight, 
30  to  1  I  am  missed — if  hit, 
10  to  1  I  am  not  killed— 40  to  1. 
y/h at  sportsman  v:ould  refuse  such  odds?" 

The  Alhiox.  A  newspaper,  having  this  title,  has 
been  established  in  New-York,  to  ««fan  the  embers" 
and  stir  up  the  zeal  of  the  "British  party  in  Ame- 
rica," which  begins  to  flag  considerably  from  tlie 
progress  of  domestic  industry  and  an  increased 

habitin  the  people  of  verily  believmg  that the 

moon  which  lights  the  United  States  is  about  as  big 
as  that  which  lights  England — a  notion  very  offen- 
sive to  British  modesty;  and  when  we  proclaim  the 
fact,  that — 


-"In  America  arefisau- 


"Inwliich  we  miglit  souse  Briuiin's  islaiiJ  whole," 
u^cy  open  their  eyes  and  ask  if  the  Americans  have 
:ails?  appealing  to  aliost  of  travellers  to  shew  that 
we  are  an  ^'outlandish"  people;  as,  indeed,  every 
people  is  consider:  d  to  be  if  not  purely  English,  and 
subject  to  the  "illustrious  house  of  Brunswick"— 
imported  to  govern  the  nation,  because  no  native 
born  Englishman  was  so  wise  as  George  I. 

The  editor  of  tliis  paper — whether  the  Britisli 
consul  himself,  or  a  mere  journeyman  politician, 
or  a  person  who  has  resorted  hither  to  make  a 
living  in  our  country  which  Ins  own  denied  him, 
lias  rudely  assailed  me  for  a  little  paragraph  re- 
flecting on  "his  majesty,"  and  says  it  is  not  true 
tliat  a  certain  marquis  lately  deceased  kicked  the 
said  majesiy  down  stairs,  he.     It  is  possible  that  1 
may  have  mistaken  the  name  of  the  person  who 
thus  chastised  him  for  his  infamous  doings,  but  1 
well  recollect  to  have  seen  it  frequently  stated  that 
lie  was  so  treated  by  some  "grand  titulary;"  and, 
that  he  richly  deserved  such  treatment  on  many 
occasions,  no  one  who  pretends  to  decency  or  lias 
any  regard  for  public  morals,  will  pretend  to  deny. 
Ijut,  with  the  editor  of  this  royal  paper,  ornament- 
ed at  its  head  with  the  British  arms,  and  openly 
supporting  "his  majesty's"  ministers  in  their  pro- 
jects, 1  shall  not  have  a  controversy.     Englishinen 
may  support  it,   if  they  please;  but  what  would 
Englishmen  think  if  such  an  establishment  were 
made  in  London  by  an  American? — to  display  our 
eagle,  and  assert  that  the  18-pound  shot  of  the 
Guerriere  were  not   -iuorm-eaten — declare   that   a 
market  for  human  scalps  was  maintained  in  Canada, 
and  assert  the  fact,  that  Great  Britain,  so  tender 
about  black  slaves  from  Africa,  supports  the  barba- 
rians in  selling  Greek  Christians  as  such — persons 
highly  accomplished,  respectable  and  good.' 

Tessessef.    Presidential  nomination.  On  the  20th 
ult.  it  was  moved  that  the  ^ouse  of  representatives 


and  seeing  that  those  v/ho  achieved  our  indepen- 
dence, and  laid  the  foundations  of  the  American 
republic,  have  nearly  passed  away;  and  believing 
that  moral  worth,  political  acquirements  and  deci- 
sion of  character,  should  unite  in  the  individual 
who  may  be  called  to  preside  over  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  have  turned  their  eyes  to  .-?«- 
drew  Jackson,  late  major  general  in  the  armies  of 
the  United  States. 

In  him  they  behold  the  soldier,  the  statesman, 
and  the  honest  man;  he  deliberates,  he  decides,  and 
1  he  acts;  he  is  calm  in  deliberation,  cautious  in  de- 
cision, efficient  in  action.  Such  a  man  we  are  wil- 
ling to  aid  in  electing  to  the  highest  office  in  the 
gift  of  a  free  people.  Tlie  welfare  of  a  country 
may  be  safely  entrusted  to  the  hands  of  him  who  has 
experienced  every  privation,  and  encountered  eve- 
ry danger,  to  promote  its  safety,  its  honor,  snd  its 
glory:  Therefore, 

Mesolved,  As  the  opinion  of  the  members  com- 
posing the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Ten- 
nessee, that  the  name  of  major  general  ANiiUEW 
Jackson  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  at  the  approaching' 
election  for  the  chief  magistracy." 


High  iirE  in  England.     Mr.  Wellesley  Pole,  a 
little  while  since,   was  married  to  a  Miss  Tylney 
Long,  the  daughter  of  some  one  of  the  leeches  that 
draw  the  blood  out  of  the  English  people.     She 
had  a  vast  amount  in  ready  money,  Sec.  besides  an 
income  of  60,000/.  or  more  than  260,000  dollars  per 
annum.     A  detailed  account  of  the  wedding,  and 
particulars  of  the  drcssfs  of  the  parties  that  attend- 
ed it,  was  published,  and  filled  several  columns  in 
the  I^ondon  newspapers.  Every  thing  was  got  up  in 
the  highest  stile  of  magnificence,  and  their  houses 
furnished  in  the  richest  manner.  The  whole  of  this 
man's  efiects  being  now  to  be  sold,   "VVanstead 
House,"  his  late  rt-sidence,  is  exposed  to  the  pub- 
lic gaze  and  visited  by  thousands.  A  London  paper 
says — "The  furniture  is  of  surprising  magnificence. 
When  we  state  tliatthe  carpets  and  hangings  alone 
have  cost  sixty  thousand  pounds  within  the  last  tei; 
years,  we  do  not  exaggerate.    The  family  arms  of 
Tylney  and  Wellesley  are  timbroidered  on  all  the 
carpets,  the  material  of  which  is  silk.     The  walls. 
as  well  as  the  windows,  are  hung  with  the  richest 
Genoa  velvet,  with  three  borders  of  real  gold  lace, 
at  three  guineas  and  a  half  per  yard.     These  spe- 
cimens alone  may  give  on  idea  cfthe  luxury  (more 
than  oriental)  which  pervades  the  whole." 

By  gaming  and  other  extravagancies  of  himself 
and  his  wife,  he  has  been  obliged  to  fly  to  France, 
where  he  lives  with  her  on  her  jointure,  which  is 
7,000/.  a  year.  "His  debts  are  said  to  amount  to 
near  half  a  million — the  poer  carrier  of  the  village 
has  his  claims  for  130/.;  Vi  fishmonger  400/.;  one 
butcher  600/.;  in  fact  he  is  indebted  to  all  classes." 

Circncn  establishmeuts.  It  has  been  stated  in 
parliament,  and  not  denied,  that  (from  the  return 
made  to  the  house  of  commons  of  the  state  of  the 
church  establishment  in  Ireland),  there  were  1,270 
benefices,  2,232  parishes,  1,142  churches— 192  be 
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nefices  with  resident  clergy,  773  incumbents,  and 
507  non-residenls!  It  was  added  that  the  bishops 
and  other  great  dignataries  were  sometimes  absent 
from  the  country  for  15  or  20  years  together, 
never  seeing  any  of  their  'flocks,"  though  the 
FLEECE  produced  them  from  15  to  20,000  pounds 
each  per  anmr.n.  The  bishop  of  Derry  had  resided 
about  20  years  in  France,  witlioiit  once  placing  his 
foot  on  Irish  land — doing  the  whole  work  by  jour, 
neynen  priests,  proctors,  &c.  That  'the  revenues 
of  the  archbishop  of  Armagh  amoimted  to  15,000/. 
a  year;  but  it  appeared  by  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Wakefield,  that  the  rates  and  rents  of  the  arch- 
bishoprick  might  be  made  to  amount  to  140  or 
150,000/.  a  year;  that  immense  revenue  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  bishop,  and  would  descend  to  his  suc- 
cessors, the  junior  branches  of  the  leading  fami- 
lies. The  revenue  arising  from  the  setvS  alone,  -zvouUl, 
if  properly  managed,  be  more  than  sufficient  to  support 
the  established  church,  and  to  pay  the  Catholic  clergy 
beside!"  The  speaker,  (.Mr.  Hume),  said  «'that  a 
state  which  could  nni  exist  without  a  church,  ought 
not  to  exist.  In  France,  tythes  were  abolished,  and 
the  clergy  paid  by  the  state.  Their  archbishops 
had  800/.  the  bishops  600/.  a  year."  But,  after  de- 
bate,  the  motion  to  produce  reform  in  such  sliear- 
ing  of  the  flock  and  consumption  of  its  vilals^  was  ne- 
gatived, by  a  religious  majority. 

When  facts  like  these  are  exhibited  to  us,  and 
when  we  recollect  that  such  a  small  part  of  the 
population  of  freland  is  even  of  the  religious  pro. 
fession  which  thus  grinds  the  -^vhole  people  of  tlie 
country,  who  is  tliere  that  would  not  excuse,  if 
they  could  not  justify,  any  act  that  might  by  them 
be  committed,  to  relieve  themselves  of  such  an  im- 
position and  oppression?  The  sending  of  sucli  pre- 
lates and  priests  to  be  chained  to  the  oar  of  a  gal- 
ley for  life,  would  be  a  mild  punishment  for  their 
crimes  against  religion  and  right. 


CHrBCH  LIVING  AT  AucTrosI     The  N.  Y.  "Ameri- 
can"  says — In  one  of  our  last  English  papers  we  no- 
tice amongRther  property  disposed  ot  at  public  sale, 
♦hat  a  congregation  of  tlie  established  church  was 
knocked  clown  to  the  highest  bidder  for  ^2,350  ster- 
ling,  or,  in  the  words  of  the  advertisement,  that  sum 
was  given  for  "the  next  presentation  to  a  vicarage 
with  an  income  of  af  600   per  ann.  tiie  present  in- 
cumbent being  59  years  ofagc."     We  can  imagine 
that  an  inexperienced  auctioneer  would  find  some 
t'.itficulty  in   putting  up  such  an  article.     A  lot  of 
human  souls  would  puzzle  a  man  accustomed  only 
to  deal  in  bale  goods,  and  he  might  find  himself 
embarrased  for  language  to  tempt  the  reverend  spe- 
culators to  offer  an  adecpiate  price  for  the  singu- 
lar commodity  in  market.     A  simple  and  inexpe- 
rienced republican  could  only  say,    "How  much  is 
offered,  reverend  traders  in  souls,  for  this  parcel  of 
church-going  tythe-payingparishoners? — j(f2,000 — 
what,  no  more  for  this  profitable  congregation.' — 
Why,  gentlemen,  itisnot  half  the  value  — 350  more; 
flog  cheap  still.     What,  only  £2,350  for  the  power 
to  save  or  damn  so  many  honest  Christians.     Is  no 
more  bidi'  Going — going — gone."  In  our  unciviliz  . 
ed  country  this  would  be  rather  shocking,  but  in  En- 
gland it  is  quite  the  reverse.     The  salvation  of  half 
the  kingdom  is  regularly  in  market,  and  Christian 
congregations  are  bought  and  sold  as  we  dispose  of 
hardware  or  piece  goods,  and  yet  these  traffickers 
>n  what  is  most  holy  and  important  in  this  world 
and  the  next,  think  that  they  are  entitled  to  revile 
us  because  we  ."^ell  the  labor  of  blacks.     S'jch  is  the 
force  of  names  .and  power  of  prejudice. 


BrFFALO.  A  writer  in  the  "Detroit  Gazette,'' 
speaking  of  the  vast  commerce  on  the  great  lakes, 
about  to  commence  by  the  opening  oi  tl'.e  Erie 
canal,  observes — "We  cannot  feel  it  is  a  visionary 
prediction  to  say  that  Buffalo  is  destined,  in  the 
short  space  of  twenty-five  years,  to  be  the  third  or 
fourth  city,  in  point  of  magnitude,  business  and 
wealth,  of  which  the  state  of  New- York  will  then 
boast."  The  writer  then  suggests  to  the  people  of 
that  village  "the  propriety  of  giving  their  import- 
ant localities  a  better  and  more  appropriate  name." 

Machtskrt.  a  Liverpool  paper  of  July  2d, 
says — "It  is  now  calculated  that  about  240,000 
liands  or  persons,  chiefly  children,  are  employed 
in  the  spinning  of  cotton  thread,  technically  term- 
ed twist.  These  make,  it  is  said,  as  much  thread, 
by  the  power  of  water  or  steam,  and  tl»«  applica- 
tion of  the  new  improved  machinery,  as  could  have 
been  done  formerly  by  28,000,000  persons  by  the 
hngers  only." 

Q^-lt  is  this  great  acquisition  of  scientific  pov/er 
that  has  established  the  cotton  manufacture  in  the 
United  States,  and  will  build  up  other  branches  of 
business  not  less  interesting.  For,  though  labor 
may  be  a  little  higher  with  us  than  it  is  in  England, 
and  the  people  may  not  be  disposed  to  labor  so 
many  hours  in  a  day  as  they  do  in  that  country, 
when  this  addition  of  wages  or  loss  of  labor  is  re- 
duced to  the  extra  cost  of  a  yard  of  cotton  cloth, 
it  amounts  only  to  a  fraction,  not  equal  to  the  extra 
cost  of  transportation,  &c. 

CHATicoAt — A  correspondent  states  that  the  me- 
dicinal qualities  of  pulverised  charcoal,  are  daily 
developing  themselves  In  addition  to  its  value 
in  bilious  disorders,  two  ounces  ol  the  charcoal 
boiled  in  a  pint  of  fresh  milk,  may  be  taken  in 
doses  of  a  wine  glass  full,  by  adults,  every  two 
hours,  in  the  most  obstinate  dysentery,  until  relief 
!s  imparted,  which  has  not  failed  to  be  the  effect  in 
almost  every  instance.  It  is  tiarmless  and  the  ex- 
periment may  be  safely  tried.  Charcoal  made 
from  maple  wood,  is  the  purest  that  can  be  readi- 
ly obtained.  JMorn.  Chron, 


Oil.  a  London  paper  says,  that  a  discovery  has 
recently  been  made  in  Denmark  for  purifying  com- 
mon fish  oil,  and  rendering  it  equal  to  the  best 
sperm,  by  means  of  animal  charcoal,  which  is  made 
in  a  peculiar  manner  from  beef  bones  which  have 
been  boiled.  The  charcoal  is  mixed  with  the  oil, 
and  repeatedly  agitated  for  two  months;  «fter  which 
it  is  filtered  with  twelve  strata  of  similar  charcoal, 
used  as  soon  as  made.  The  quantity  of  gas  evolved 
by  the  bones  in  the  operation  is  considerable,  and 
is  used  for  ligliting  the  manufactory  and  adjacent; 
buildiiigs:  the  residuum  mixed  with  clay  for  fuel. 
The  loss  is  estimated  at  15  per  cent,  and  the  gain 
is  equal  to  40  per  cent,  leaving  25  per  cent,  in  favor 
of  the  discovery. 

ronEiGS  jfcws. 
From  London  papers  to  July  12. 

Great  Jititain  and  IrelunU.  There  was  a  small 
comparative  deficit-ncy  in  the  revenue  tor  the  last: 
quarter  of  about  o6,0u0l,  sterling.  The  escimatod 
expenses  of  the  year,  however,  were  51,119,0001. 
and  the  income  for  the  same  period  54,'i52,00Ul. 
leaving  a  surplus  of  3,133,0001. 

The  duke  of  York,  it  is  said,  has  made  over  hig 
estate  at  Oatlands,  with  all  the  growing  crops,  &c. 
to  triis*ces,  for  the  payment  of  his  debts. 
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The  details  of  the  distresses  in  Ireland  make  the 
beart  sick. — 150,000  persons  uere  in  "actual  want" 
in  the  county  of  Cork — a  roan  and  his  wife  and 
nine  children  had  starved  together  in  Clare!  when 
the  wretched  people  get  meal  or  polaloes  they  de- 
vour them  raw! — 135,000  starving  persons  in  the 
county  of  Mayo,  &c. 

The  military  oflicers  on  IiaU-pay  amount  to  ten 
thousand.  A  large  ship  of  50  guns,  "built  exactly 
on  the  model  of  tlie  American  frigates,"  vTas  soon  to 
be  launched  at  Woolwich. 

It  is  becoming  common  at  Liverpool  to  tow  out 
ships  by  steam  boats,  when  the  wind  is  adverse. 

Moat  of  the  ships  of  the  navy,  lying  at  Portsniouth, 
are  thoroughl}'  atlected  wiihtlie  dr^rot.  The  pre- 
sent salaries  of  the  officers  at  this  yard  amount  to 
40,000/.  a  year! 

From  the  25th  of  June  to  the  4th  of  July,  one 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  vessels  entered  at  the 
port  of  Liverpool,  fifty -four  of  which  were  from  the 
United  States. 

The  import  of  foreign  wool  during  the  year  1821 
was  15,672,7451bs. — and  the  export  of  woollen 
goods  valued  at  7,395,185/.  The  notes  of  the  bank 
of  England  in  circulation,  amounted  to  16,400,450/. 
The  East  India  company  has  made  a  large  purchase 
of  copper  at  91/.  per  ton.  The  corn  importation 
bill  has  passed,  i'liefnnria  remain  steady — very 
little  doing  in  them.  There  is  a  prospect  oi  heavy 
crops  of  grain,  &c. 

Mr.  Mainwaring,  a  magistrate  of  the  city,  not 
long  ago  asserted  in  printthat  there  were  upwards 
of  live  thousand  persoi  s  in  London,  who  could  mur- 
der a  man  with  only  a  remote  prospect  of  gaining 

a  shilling. 

The  London  papers  mention  that  a  certain  Miss 
K — t — 1— zi  [tlie  daughter  of  a  late  famous  engraver] 
lias  been  brought  to  Bow  street,  charged  with  rob- 
bing her  mother!  It  appeared  that  this  young  lady 
aged  about  iifteen,  had  been  saldhy  her  mother  to  a 
lord  P ;  one  of  the  "Corinthian  pillars"  of  Bri- 
tish society,  that  she  disapproved  of  the  bargain 
and  fled  for  security  from  her  mother's  house,  with 
only  her  own  clothes,  &c.  She  was  discharged, 
and  given  to  the  care  of  a  female  friend. 

A  London  paper  of  July  9,  says — We  received  the 
Paris  papers  of  Saturday,  last  night,  by  express. 
The  Journal  dcs  Bebais  contains  an  article  dated 
Ancona,  June  20,  eulogising  the  humanity  and  libe- 
rality of  the  pope  with  respect  to  the  refugees 
from  Scio.  "Tliis  conduct,"  it  is  siiid  "is  undoubt- 
edly the  contrary  of  that  of  the  agents  of  the  Bri 
tish  government,  who  close  all  tlie  ports  of  the 
Ionian  Islands  against  the  Creeks,  and  constrain  tlie 
refugees  to  abandon  them." 

Surely— England  is  the  "bulwark  of  our  reli- 
gion!!!" 

Jinother  British  lord.' — Deacon  Charles  McKen- 
zie,  of  Rutland,  Vermont,  is  is  said  is  likely  to  be- 
come lord  Monro,  of  Ross-shire  in  Scotland:  so  a 
yankey  farmer  may  be  a  "  Corinthian  pillar"  in  Great 
Britain,  and  probably  have  more  practical  good 
sense  than  the  half  of  his  noble  associates.  This  thing 
has  happened  by  the  decease  of  the  lineal  descen- 
dants of  the  family  who  preceded  Mr.  McKenzie. 

House  of  cemmons  July  7.  Sir  James  Macintosh 
wished  to  ask  the  noble  marquis  opposite,  these 
qustions:  1st.  Had  his  majesty's  government  any  re- 
ceived authentic  copy  of  the  ukase  issued  by  the 
emperor  of  Russia,  in  which  be  claimed  to  himself 
dominion  over  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  and 
the  north-east  coast  of  Asia?  And,  secondly,  if 
they  bad)  wU^ther  tlxey  t^ad  tsiiken  any  oaeasux^s  to  J 


protect  British  navigation  from  such  extravagant 
and  preposterous  pretensons? 

The  marquis  of  Londonderry  replied  to  the  ques- 
tions, but  in  a  very  low  tone  of  voice.  We  under- 
stood him  to  say,  that  he  had  received  a  copy  of 
the  ukase  soon  after  it  was  issued.  As  soon  as  his. 
majesty's  government  had  received  it,  they  lost  no 
time  before  they  sent  a  note  to  the  Russian  ambas- 
sador in  this  country,  declaring  that  they  could  not 
accede  either  to  the  claim  of  sovereignty  or  the 
principle  of  maratime  law  laid  down  in  it.  (Hear, 
hear).  At  the  same  time  they  offered  to  enter 
into  an  amicable  negociation  on  the  subject,  to  pre- 
vent any  misnnderstanding  arising  between  the  sub» 
jects  of  the  two  powers. 

British  navjj,  1822.  The  following  from  a  Liver- 
pool paper,  is  given  as  drawn  up  from  the  quarter- 
ly list. 
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France.  A  captain  Valle  has  been  executed  at 
Toulon,  for  a  conspiracy  against  government.  The 
VToniteur  gives  a  very  lame  account  of  an  attempt 
made  by  a  colonel  Caron  to  seduce  certain  bodies 
of  troops,  who  appear  to  have  followed  the  cry  of 
vive  /'  empereur.  It  is  stated  that  he  was  arrested — 
but  all  that  the  French  press  is  permitted  to  say 
only  assures  us,  that  a  widely  extended  revolutiona- 
ry spirit  prevails.  Private  letters  say  that  the  go- 
vernment is  much  alarmed  with  the  fear  of  a  junc- 
tion of  sentiment  between  the  army  and  the  people. 

Spain.  The  revenue  is  deficient  in  the  sum  of 
about  seven  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  and  a 
loan  has  been  authorized.  The  king  delivered  an 
address  on  the  separation  of  the  cortes.  The  lat- 
teriin  their  answer,  remarked,  that  agriculture  be- 
ing almost  annihilated,  industry  disheartened  and 
trade  paralized,  it  was  necessary  to  pare  do»vn  the 
public  expenditures  with  the  most  severe  economy. 

France  and  Spain,  A  letter  from  Paris,  dated 
July  3,  is  published  in  the  London  papers— it  con- 
tains the  following  singular  paragraph:  "Hostilities 
with  Spain  are  not  expected  before  the  end  of  this 
or  the  course  of  the  next  month.  The  plan  against 
that  country  is  in  part  defeated.  It  embraced  a 
project  to  get  Ferdinand  out  of  the  country,  whicti 
he  was  to  re-enter  at  the  head  of  a  foreign  army. 
Most  of  the  powers  were  more  or  lesj  implicatefl 
in  this  project." 

It  is  said  that  a  cruiser  of  18  guns,  fitted  out  at 
Bordeaux,  has  made  some  prizes  of  Spanish  fesseir 
off  Santander. 

Germany.  Thirty  seven  ships  from  Hamburg  anft 
oth^r  Geri^^n  porta  Uarepuucipatecl  i|)  tlie  Gkcs: 
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land    fishery  this  season,    and   taken    more  than 
ro.OOO  seals. 

Rome.  Translation  of  the  extract  of  a  rescript  ad- 
dressed bj  his  holiness,  Fius  VII,  to  the  vicars  apos- 
tolic of  Great  r^ritain. 

"Vicars  apostolic  laboring  in  the  vineyard  of  our 
lord!  Direct  all  your  zeal  and  attention  to  this — that 
all  the  faith'u!,  whom  we  h.nve  ccmmitted  to  your 
pastoral  care,  love  one  anotlver  in  charity,  sincerity 
and  truth;  that  in  tlie  general  agitation  they  show 
themselves  an  example  of  good  works;  tliat  they 
obey  the  king,  imd  be  so  dutiful  and  faithful  to  him, 
that  our  adversaries  may  fear  (nut  having  it  in 
their  power)  to  speak  ill  of  us-,  that  they  abstain 
from  reading  vicious  books,  by  which,  in  these  most 
calamitous  times,  our  lioly  religion  is  in  all  direc- 
iions  assailed — tlia.t,  by  rertdiiig  pious  books,  and 
above  all  the  hoiy  scripture,  in  the  editions  approv- 
ed by  tl'.e  rhurcl',  they  conform  in  faith  and  good 
M'orks,  to  you,  as  th&ir  pattern  in  precept  and  prac- 
tice. While  we  U'usi,  from  your  fidelity  and  proved 
veneratlou  for  us,  that  this  duty  shall  be  duly  per- 
formed, we  impart  to  you  the  apostolic  benedic- 
tion. Given  at  Home,  at  the  college  of  holy  Mary 
the  greater,  on  the  18th  April.  Year  of  grace,  1820; 
of  our  pontificate,  21." 

Turkey.  A  Tessel  arrived  at  Boston  from  Smyr- 
na, ofi"  Scio  was  boarded  from  a  Greek  sloop  of 
war,  in  conopany  witli  fifty-two  sail  of  armed  vessels, 
and  treated  politely.  The  Turkish  fleet  then 
in  sight,  lying  in  Scio  Roads.  It  is  stated  that  the 
Turks  intend  to  make  descents  on  other  Gr^ek 
islands,  and  serve  the  people  as  they  served  those 
of  Scio — but  it  is  hoped  tiiat  the  patriot  fleet  will  be 
able  to  defeat  such  a  legitimate  dtsign- 

A  hard  fought  battle  is  reported  between  the 
fJuliots  and  the  Turks,  in  whicli  the  latter  were  de- 
feated with  great  lo»s  in  killed  and  600  prisoners; 
among  the  latter  were  50  eminent  Turks,  whose 
ransom  had  been  fixed  at  500  purses  each. 

Advices  from  Bucharest,  dated  Jurc  8,  (says  a 
j^ondon  paper),  have  been  received.  They  s.ate 
f.hat,  not  only  has  the  retrogade  march  of  tbeTurkJ 
ish  troops  been  stayed,  but  that  the  Rajah  Pacha 
tia'l  caused  to  be  proclaimed  in  all  public  places, 
that  Walla  cliiu  should  continue  to  be  occupied  by 
an  armed  force.  The  garrisons  consisted  of  4,000 
men. 

AVe  expect  a  declaration,  says  a  Vienna  paper  of 
June  22,  fpom  the  emperor  of  Russia,  by  which  he 
will  entirely  detach  himself  from  the  Greek  cause, 
it  is  also  expected  that  those  diplomatic  Russian 
characters,  who  have  been  so  strenuous  in  behalf 
of  the  Greeks,  will  be  put  out  of  employ^ 

West  Indies.  A  \^'es)t  India  planter,  writing  to 
tbe  editor  of  the  London  Courier,  states,  that  the 
amount  of  produce  of  his  estate  at  Montego  Ray, 
Jamaica,  was,  last  year,  160  hogsheads  of  sugar  and 
123  puncheons  of  rum.  The  sugar  sold  at  Glasgow 
for  6.524/.  12«.  \\d.  from  which  4,25K.  lis.  8^/.  had 
to  be  deducted,  for  duties  and  other  charges.  The 
sum  neated  him  615/.  The  total  neat  proceeds  of 
his  crop  was  2,888/.  Is.  .3</.  and  the  total  expense 
of  the  plantation  2,808/.  giving  him  eighty  pounds 
•ne  shilling  and  three  pence,  for  his  labor  and  the  in- 
terest on  a  capital  which  cost  him  thirty  Jive  thousand 
pounds  sterling!  It  is  this  state  of  things  which  has 
produced  the  recent  modification  of  the  British 
trade  and  navigation  laws. 

Jii  uzil  remains  unsettled,  but  the  probability  is 
that  events  will  bring  about  a  total  separation  from 
the  mother  countrv.  A  body  of  Portuguese  troops 
at  Bahia,  were  about  to  be  attacked  by  the  revolu- 
.'ionises. 


Colomlia.  Coro  is  evacuated  by  the  royalist"?, 
who  have  arrived  at  Curacoa,  It  is  thought  that 
they  design  to  make  a  descent  on  some  of  the  coast, 
hiving  as  yet  the  command  of  the  sea.  The  siege 
of  Porto  Caveilo  is  raised,  on  account  of  the  sick- 
ness that  prevailed  arnoTig  the  troops — a  corps  of 
observation  only  remRins,  but  tlve  attack  on  thr^ 
place  will  be  resumed  in  a  more  healthy  season. 
Two  n«w  brij^s  of  war,  purchased  in  Europe,  have 
arrrived  to  eid  the  n»vai  operations  ol  ijie  repu^. 
lie,  and  Mr.  Zea  has  obtained  a  ship  of  28,  and  h 
brig  of  1€  guns,  whose  arrival  was  speedily  expect, 
ed.  With  this  force  ccllected,  the  royalists  will  be 
driven  from  the  sea. 

Boliv.ar  has  entered  Quito,  at  the  head  of  a  pow- 
erful amy,  aftec  a  bloody  battle.  A  great  public 
library  ha«  been  formed,  or  is  forming',  in  the  cit7 
of  Bagota. 


CHKUMChK. 

The  U.  S.  corvette  John  Adum^  has  sailed  front 
Norfolk,  bound  to  some  port  of  Colombia,  carrying 
out  C/k.'.5.  S.  Toddy  esq.  agent  of  the  United  States 
to  the  new  republic. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Spark  has  also  sailed  from  the 
same  port,  on  a  cruise  in  the  West  Indies. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Hornet  arrived  at  Norfolk  some 
days  since— crew  generally  healthy;  11  only  bemg 
on  the  doctor's  li&t.  But  one  death  occurred  dur- 
ing her  whole  cruise  in  the  West  Indies.  Siie 
re-captured  a  French  slave  :b;rig,  and  c.irried  her 
into  Havana,  where  captain  Henley  released  heron 
receiving  about  10,000  dollars  aa  sulvac(e-~l7,00Q 
dollars  had  been  previously  offered  to  the  pirates 
who  took  her,  and  was  refused  by  them.  The 
reason  assigned  for  this  proceeding  is,  that,  if  the 
brig  had  been  sent  to  the  United  States  for  adju- 
dication.raany  lives  must  have  been  sacrificed  from 
the  number-  of  slaves  on  board.  We  are  truly  glad 
that  they  were  not  sent  here — though  we  cannot 
comprehend  the  right  of  the  matter  as  stated,  not 
liking  the  traffic. 

Mr.  Clay  has  been  elected  to  congress  without 
opposition. 

Louisiana  will  be  represented  in  t.he  next  con- 
gress by  Edward  Livingston,  H.  I ;.  Gurley,  and  WiJ- 
ham  L.  Brent — the  latter  was  the  euccessful  op- 
ponent of  the  present  member  from  that  stale. 

liobt.  Farrier  recently  died  at  Philadelphia,  aged 
one  hundred  and  two  years. 

Young  -luidow.  A  person  lately  married  a  young 
Jady  of  Baltimore  county,  and  died  four  days  after- 
wards, leaving  a  widow  no  more  than  thirteen  year? 
old. 

Raja  Torpedo.  A  fish  of  this  class  was  latel? 
taken  near  Boston.  It  had  a  singular  appearance 
and  was  stationary  in  the  water — a  person  attempt- 
ing  to  seize  it,  received  so  severe  an  electric 
shock,  that  he  supposed  some  person  had  atruck 
him.  It  90  happened  a  second  time,  but  he  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  the  curious  animal  and  carried 
it  to  the  city,  where  it  lived  about  12  hours,  and 
convinced  many  of  its  extraordinary  powers.  The 
Boston  papers  give  a  cut  of  it. 

Munificence.  President  Adams  has  recently  gi. 
ven  in  immediate  possession  to  his  native  town, 
Quincy,  nearly  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  contain- 
ing in  a  part  of  it  an  inexhaustible  quarry  of  stone 
for  building  houses,  the  whole  proceeds  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  religious  and  literary  purposes  from 
generation  to  generation,  lie  has  also  given  to  the 
town  his  whole  library, consisting  cf  highly  valuable 
b  0  :>k "?,  i  n  var !  r ' :  ■?  h  "^-.j  s  gc  s 
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Red  Jacket,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  nations,  have 
earnestly  requested  the  Friends,  (or  Quakers),to  use 
tlieir  influence  to  free  them  from  the  missionaries 
now  on  the  borders  of  their  country — he  said  that 
the  whites,  who  instituted  and  attended  meetings 
Rinong  them,  stole  their  horses,  drove  off"  their  cat. 
tie,  and  taxed  their  lands! 

Florida.'  The  Pensacola  Floridian  states,  that 
there  is  not  a  minister  of  the  gospel  within  the  pro- 
virce  of  Florida. 

H.  M.  Brackenridge,  esq.  has  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  judge  for  West  Forida,  to  the  great 
satisfaction  of  the  people  tiiereof. 

Drought.  The  want  of  rain  for  6  or  7  weeks 
past,  has,  in  many  cases,  totally  destroyed  the  grow- 
ing crops  of  corn  in  certain  parts  of  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania.  Some  of  the  grass  fields  appear  as 
if  fire  had  passed  over  them. 

The  Arkansas  river  is  said  to  be  navigable  for  the 
usual  sized  steam  boats  of  the  western  waters,  the 
distance  of  1000  miles  from  the  Mississippi!  It  has 
been  ascended  by  one  of  them  several  times,  more 
than  500.  The  U,  S.  troops  at  Fort  Smith,  on  this 
river,  are  remarkably  healthy. 

iyool.  From  the  1st  of  Jan.  to  the  30th  June,  in 
tlie  present  year,  197,904  lbs  of  wool  were  received 
at  Boston  from  foreign  ports.  Country  "wool"  has 
a  price  there  of  from  32  to  60  cents  per  Id. 

ProTisions.  A  letter  from  a  gentleman  at  Pitts- 
burg, dated  July  18,  1822,  says  marketing  is  very 
]ow  and  in  great  abundance  here:  Flour  is  §3  per 
barrel,  (all  last  summer  and  spring  it  was  at  g2); 
butter,  from  6:J^  to  8  cents  per  pound;  eggs,  from  4 
to  6  cents  per  dozen;  fowls,  from  9  to  12^  cents 
per  pair,  and  every  thing  else  in  proportion."  A 
family  in  Winchester,  Va.  of  six  persons,  lately  made 
a  dinner  on  the  following  articles,  which  cost  as 
stated— 4  lbs  of  meat,  12  cents;  squashes,  3;  8  roast- 
ing ears,2;  potatoes  (say)  3;  bread,  5.  Total  25  cts . 

Isinglass.  Mr.  William  Hall,  formerly  of  Boston, 
now  of  Cape  Ann,  advertises  that  he  has  succeeded 
in  bringing  to  perfection  the  manufacture  of  isin- 
glass,  from  fish  caught  on  our  own  shores,  even 
superior  to  what  has  been  made  and  imported  from 
Kussia,  and  has  obtained  therefor  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  his  letters  patent.  He  has  es- 
tablished a  manufactory  at  Cape  Ann,  and  appoint- 
ed Mr.  Joseph  Hastings,  of  Boston,  and  Mr.  George 
Barrell,  of  New  York,  sole  agents  for  vending  the 
same.  The  advertisement  is  accompanied  with  his 
certificates  from  Messrs.  Gardner  and  Sowdon, 
brewers,  of  Boston,  and  a  distinguished  confection- 
er, who  have  tried  Mr.  Hall's  manufacture,  and  pro- 
nounce it  far  superior  to  any  foreign  isin  glass. 

JPhiladelpfiia,  August  20.  A  company  of  German 
emigrants,  eighty-four  in  number,  passed  through 
this  city  on  Sunday  morning  on  their  way  to  Ohio. 
"We  are  informed  that  they  profess  the  Jewish  faith, 
but  what  is  most  remarkable  is,  they  all  make  up 
one  family,  consisting  of  grandfathers,  grandmo- 
thers, sons,  daughters,  sons  in  law,  daughters  in  lav/, 
grandchildren,  8cc.  all  connected.  They  appear  to 
be  rich  for  settlers,  having  brought  with  them  from 
Germany,  waggons,  harness,  and  various  kinds  of 
goods,  wares,  and  mercliandise,  sufficient  to  fill  ten 
baggage  waggons.  In  two  of  the  waggons,  it  must 
however  be  observed,  they  found  room  to  deposite 
th»  children.  The  men  and  women  trudged  on 
foot.  The  long  beards,  broad  rimmea  hats,  small 
clothes,  and  short  coats  of  the  former,  with  the 
drugget  bed  gowns  and  red  under  dress  of  the  lat- 
ter, gave  the  wliole  groupe  a  singularity  of  aspect, 
such  as  was  well  calculated  to  arrest  the  atteiUion  of 
thcpassir^  traveller. —  Union, 


Charleston,  April  12.  A  young  man  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Hancocksville,  Union  district,  in  this  statet 
a  few  days  since,  while  at  work  on  his  plantation* 
dug  up  a  pot  containing  several  thousand  dollars  in 
silver  and  gold.'  This  treasure  must  have  been 
buried  there  many  years  ago.  No  person  in  the 
neighborhood  has  any  knowledge  of  it.  It  proba- 
bly was  deposited  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
its  owner  might  have  fallen  a  martyr  in  that  strug- 
gle before  he  disclosed  the  deposite. 


Executive  Proceedings. 

IS   SENATE  OF  THE  USITED  STATES,  APRIL  30,  1822. 

Ordered,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  re. 
moved  from  the  following  proceedings  and  docu- 
ments, and  that  they  be  printed: 

MONDAY,   JANUARY  21,    1822. 

Tlie  following  written  message  was  received 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr. 
Gouverneur,  his  secretarv: 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  nominate  the  persons  whose  names  are  stated 
in  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
for  the  appointments  therein  respectively  proposed 
for  them. 

The  changes  in  the  army,  growing  out  of  the  act 
of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  "To  reduce  and  fix  the 
military  peace  establishment  of  the  United  States," 
are  exhibited  in  the  official  register  for  the  year 
1822,  herewith  submitted  for  the  information  of 
the  senate. 

Under  the  late  organization  of  the  artillery  arm, 
with  the  exception  of  the  colonel  of  the  regiment 
of  light  artillery,  there  were  no  grades  higher  than 
lieutenant  colonel  recognized.  Three  of  the  four 
colonels  of  artillery,  provided  for  by  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  the  second  of  March,  1821,  were  consider- 
ed, therefore,  as  original  vacancies,  to  be  filled  as 
the  good  of  the  service  might  dictate,  from  the 
army  corps. 

The  pay  department  being  considered  as  a  part 
of  the  military  establishment,  and  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  above  recited  act  constituting  one  of  the 
corps  of  the  army,  the  then  paymaster  general  was 
appointed  colonel  of  one  of  the  regiments-  A  con- 
trary construction,  which  would  have  limit -d  the 
corps  specified  in  the  12th  section  of  the  act  to  the 
line  of  the  army,  would  equally  have  excluded  all 
the  other  branches  of  the  staff,  as  well  as  that  ot* 
the  pay  department,  which  was  expressly  compre- 
hended among  those  to  be  reduced.  Such  a  con- 
struction did  not  seem  to  be  authorized  by  the  act, 
since,  by  its  general  terms,  it  was  inferred  to  have 
been  intended  to  give  a  power  of  sufficient  extent  to 
make  the  reduction,  by  which  so  many  were  to  be 
disbanded,  operate  with  as  little  inconvenience  as 
possible  to  the  parties.  Acting  on  these  views, 
and  on  the  recommendation  of  the  board  of  general 
officers,  who  were  called  in,  on  account  of  their 
knowledge  and  experience,  to  aid  the  executive  in 
so  delicate  a  service,  I  thought  it  proper  to  appoint 
colonel  Towson  to  one  of  the  new  regiinents  of  ar- 
tillery, it  being  a  corps  in  which  he  had  eminently 
distinguished  himself,  and  acquired  great  know- 
ledge and  experience  in  the  late  war. 

In  reconciling  conflicting  claims,  provision  for 
four  officers  of  distinction  could  only  be  made,  in 
grades  inferior  to  those  which  they  formerly  held. 
Their  names  are  submitted,  with  the  nomination 
for  the  brevet  rank  of  the  grades  from  which  they 
were  severally  reduced. 

It  is  proper,  also,  to  observe,  that,  as  it  was  foimd 
difficult,  in  executing  the  act,  to  retain  each  officer 
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in  the  corps  to  wliich  he  belonged,  the  power  of 
transferring  oflicers  from  one  corps  to  another  was 
reserved  in  the  general  orders  published  in  the  re- 
j^ister,  till  the  fust  day  or"  January  last,  in  order  that, 
upon  vacancies  occurring,  those  who  had  been  put 
otit  of  their  proper  corps  might,  as  far  as  possible, 
be  restored  lo  it.  Undsr  this  reservation,  and  in 
conformity  to  the  power  vested  in  the  executive 
by  the  1st  section  of  tlie  75th  article  of  the  general 
regulations  of  the  army,  approved  by  congress  at 
the  last  session,  on  the  resignation  of  licut.  col 
ISlitchell,  of  tlie  corjis  of  artillery,  lieutenant  coIo 
nel  Lindsay,  who  had  belonged  to  this  corps  before 
the  late  reduction,  was  transferred  back  to  it,  in  the 
same  grade.  As  an  additional  motive  to  tlie  transfer, 
it  had  the  eH'cct  of  preventing  lieutenant  colonel 
Taylor  and  major  Woolley,  being  reduced  to  lower 
grades  than  those  which  tliey  held  before  tlje  re 
cUiction,  and  capt.  Cobb  from  being  disbanded  un- 
der the  act.  These  circumstances  were  considered 
as  constituting  an  extraordinary  case,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  section  already  referred  to,  of  the 
regulations  of  the  army.  It  is,  however,  submitted 
to  the  senate  whether  this  is  a  case  requiring  their 
confirmation,  and,  in  case  such  shoftld  be  their  opi- 
nion, it  is  submitted  to  them  for  their  constitutional 
confirmation.  JAMES  AlONKOE. 

IVas/iiii^ton,  Jainiary  \7th,  1822. 

War  department,  January  2,  1822. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  list  of 
promotions  and  appoint.Tients,  requiring  the  con- 
lirmation  of  the  senate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  perfect  respect, 
your  obedient  servant,  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  Stales. 

J*romodo7is  and  appointments  in  the  army  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates, 

Jaiiies  Gadsden,  late  insp.  gen.  to  lie  ailjt.  gen.  13ih  Ang.  1821. 

Samuel  B.  Arelier,  capt.  act.  to  tje  insp.  gen.  10th  Nov.  1821. 

■VVilliaiii  I.innai'd,  late  dep.  qv.  master  gen.  to  be  qr.  master 
I2th  Nov.  1813. 

Henry  Stanton,  late  dep.  qr.  master  gen.  to  be  qr.  master  13th 
May,  1820. 

UanicI  Parker,  late  adj.  and  insp.  gen.  to  be  paymasttr  gen. 
Jst  .lune,  1S2I. 

Thomas  Wright  late  paymaster  ath  iniiintrj-,  to  be  paymaster, 
22nd  Jiin^.  1815. 

Asher  rhillips,  late  paymaster  3rd  infantry,  to  be  paymaster, 
26lh  Aut,'.  1815. 

Alphijiiso  Vl^etmore,  late  paymaster  6th  infantry,  to  be  paymas- 
ter, I4th  Oct.  1815. 

Corps  of  cnijiucers. 

Cadet  Edwd.  H.  Courlenay,  to  be  bi-ev.  2nd  lieut.  1st  July,  1321, 
First  re^inwiU  of  anillery, 

2nd  lieut.  Matthew  A.  Patrick,  to  lie  1st  lieut.  lltli  Aug.  1820. 

3rd  lii;ut.  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  of  orii.  to  be  2nd  lie^ut.  Ut  July, 
i820, 

Brev.  Slid  lieut.  Jonathan  Prescott,  to  be  2nd  lieut  1st  July,  1821. 

Brev.  2nd  lii^ut.  Charles  Dimmock,  to  be  2ii(Hieut.  IslJuly,  1821. 

Cadet  Wasliingtou  Wheciright,  to  be  brev.  2nd  lieut.  1st  July, 
1821. 

Second  regiment  of  artillerij. 

Nathan  Towion,  late  capt.  light  art.  to  be  colonel,  IsC  June, 

1?21. 

1st  lieut.  1  homas  C.  Legate,  to  be  raptain,  13th  May,  1820. 

2nd  lieut. C.  M.  Eakin,  to  be  1st  lieutenant,  Ulh  May,  1820. 

3nd  licut.  Samuel  (;ooper,  to  be  1st  lieutenant,  1st  July,  1821, 

3rd  lieut.  William  C.  DeHart,  late  ordnance,  to  be  2nU  licut,  1st 
July,  1820. 

3rJ  lieut.  Wm.  1'.  Buchanan,  late  ordnance,  to  be  2nd  lieut.  1st 
July,  1820. 

Gadet  David  Wallace, to  be  brev.  2nd  lieut.  1st  July,  1821. 

Cadet  Jimes  Grier,  to  be  br.-v.  2nd  lieut.  1st  July,  1821. 
T/iird  regiment  of  artillery. 

2nd  lieut.  S.  S.  Smith,  to  be  1st  lieutenant,  30th  Nov.  1820. 

3td  lieut.  Francis  N.  Uarbarin,  ord.  to  be  2nd  lieut.  1st  July,  1320. 

3rd  lieut,  Charles  Thomas,  ord.  to  be2nd  iicut,  1st  June,  1321. 

Cadet  Robert  W.  Allston,  to  be  brev.  2iid  lieut.  1st  July,  1821. 

Cadet  J.  F.  Scott,  to  be  biev.  2nd  lieut.  1st  July,  1821. 
Fourth  regiment  oj' artillery. 

J.  R.  Fcnwick.  late  lieut.  cut  lisbtart.  to  be  col.  Ist  June,  1321. 

2nd  lieut-  John  M.  Wsihiiigtun.  to  be  1st.  lieut.  23rd  May,  1820. 

2inl  lieut.  William  Wriybt,  to  be  Ist  lieut.  23rd  Aug.  1820. 

2nd  lieut.  Harvey  Urnwii,  to  be  1st  lieut.  23rd  Aug.  1321. 

3rd  lieut.  W.u.  H.  Bell,  ord.  to  be  2nd  lieut.  1st  July,  13.iO. 

Cadet  Cluik  llurillne,  to  be  2iid  lieut.  1st  July,  l&Z: . 

Cadtt  W.  W.  Vr'tlts,  tp  ^3  2nd  lieut  W.  Jily,  1321. 


Cadet  .T.C.  nollsml,tobe  2ndlieut,  1st  July,  1321. 
Cadet  Edward  C.  Boss,  to  be  2iul  lieul.  1st,  July,  1321. 
Cadet  John  B.  Seott,  to  he  brev.  2iid  lieut.  1st  July,  132!. 

First  rei^imeiit  ofinfaMry. 
Cadet  lefierson  Vail,  to  iie  2tid  lieut'.  1st  July,  1821. 

Secunrl  regiment  rfiifantry. 
2nd  lieut.  E,  K.  narnum  to  be  1st  lieut.  3 1st  Dec.  1820, 
Csdet  Alex.  Morton  to  be  2nd  lieut  1st  July,  1831. 

Third  regiment  ofivfaritry. 
Cadet  Otis  Wheeler,  to  be  2nd  lieut.  1st  July,  1821. 
Cadtt  Henry  UHiubridge  to  be  2nd  litut.  1st  July,  182i. 

Fourth  regiment  of  irifatttry. 
1st  licut.  Francis  W.  Brady  to  be  ca'ptain.'sist  Dec.  1820. 
2nd  lieut.  Thomas  Johnson  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st  Dec.  1820. 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 
1st  litut.  J.  Plympton,  to  be  captain, ist  Jan.  1822, 
2nd  lieut.  C.  Burhridge  to  be  1st  lieut.  Ist  Nov.  1821. 
2nd  lieut.  J.  B.  F.  Kusstll  to  be  1st  lieut.  1st  .fan.  1822. 
Cadet  Seth  M.  Capron.tobe  2nd  lieut.  1st  July  1321. 
Cadet  Julius  A.d'Lagurl  to  be  2nd  lieut.  Ist  July,  1821. 

Siarth  regiment  if  infantry. 
2nd  lieut.  W.  D.  M'Cray  to  be  1st  lieut  5ih  Nov.  1821. 
3rd  lieut.  Joseph  Buckley,  ord.  to  be  2nd  li?ut.  Ist  June,  lS2i. 
Cadet  Joseph  I'eiitland,  tobe  2nd  lieut.  1st  Jul)-,  1821. 
Cadet  W.  \V.  Gaillard,  to  be  2iid  lieut.  1st  July,  182'. 
Cadtt  Jason  Rogers,  tobe  'iid  lieut  1st  JiHy  1S2;. 
Cadet  D.  M.  Porter,  to  he  2nd  lieut.  1st  July  1821. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 
Maj.  J.  B.  Many,  to  be  lieut.  col.  Ist  Jan.  1S22. 
2iid  lieut  John  B.  Hobkirk.tohe  1st  lieut, 31st  Oct.  1830. 
3rd  lieut.  James  Dawson,  (ord.)  to  be  2nd  lieut.  Ist  June,  !82I„ 
Edward  Parcel!,  laie  surgeon  5th  int.  to  be  surgeon,  l8ih  June, 
1821. 

John  .\.  Brereton,  D.C.  to  be  assistant  surgeon,  1st  July,  1821. 

Henry  Stevenson  late  post  surg.     do.         do.    Ititli  July,  1821. 

Mordecai  Half,  do.  do.         do.    27ih    Oct.    1821. 

HicliHrd  S    Sidterlee,  — - 

Walter  Jum  s,  D.  C.  to  be  brig.  gen.  of  the  militia  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Colur.,;;ia,  1st  Aug.  1821. 

Israel  P.  Thouipson,D.  C.  to  he  capt.  1st  reg.  2nd  brig,  millti.l 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  1st  Aug.  1S21. 

Gtorge  iirent,  D.  C.  tobe  lieut.  1st  reg.  2nd  brig,  militia  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  Ist  Aug.  1821. 

Samuel  MChain,  to  be  ensign  1st  reg.  2nd  brig,  militia  of  the* 
District  of  Columbia,  1st  Auj;.  1321. 

The  following  oj/icers  have  been  razed  in  the  United  States  army, 
Corltt  of  engineers. 
Brevet  major  general  AlenanJer  Macomb,  late  brigadier  general, 
to  be  colonel,  6tti  July,  1812,  with  the  brevet  rank  of  brigadier  ge- 
neral,24th  January,  181). 

Si.x-th  regiment  of  infantry. 
Brigadier  general   Henry  Atkinson,  to   be  colonel,  ISth  April, 
18I-),with  the  brevet  rank  of  brigadier  general,  13th  May,  1820, 
Seventh  regiment  of  infantry, 
Mnjor  William  Bradford,  lute  of  the  rille,  to  i)e  captain,  6th  July, 
1812,'witli  the  brevet  rankof  major,  lOih  November,  ISlS. 
First  reginiettt  of  artillery. 
Major  James  Dalliba,  late  of  the  ordnance,  to  be  captain,  Sih  A,j 
gust, 18 13,  with  the  brevet  rank  of  major,  9th  February,  lai5. 
The  message  was  read. 

On  motion. 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

JVediiesday,  .Tamiary  23,  1822.  On  motion  by  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Tennessee, 

Oidered,  That  the  message  nominating  persons 
to  promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army,  bi; 
printed  for  the  tise  of  the  senate,  under  an  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy. 

jMonduy,  February  25,  1833.  Mr.  V.'illiams,  of 
Tennessee,  from  the  commitLee  on  mifitui y  .Ifl'airs, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  the  "ilst  Ja- 
nuary, nominating  persons  to  promotions  and  ap- 
pointments in  the  army,  reported  on  the  nomina- 
tion of  Richard  S.  Satterlee;and 

Jicolved,  That  the  senate  do  advise  and  consent 
to  the  appointment  agreeably  to  liie  nomination. 

Friday,  March  8, 1822.  On  motion,  by  l<li\  Den- 
ton, 

lieso'ved.  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  make  a  rcpni  t  to  ti.e  senate,  shew- 
iiig  the  number  of  the -fcoloncis  in  t!ie  army  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  2nd  of  Marcii,  1821,  their 
names,  dates  cf  commission,  and  corp";.  Also,  siicy- 
ing  the  number  of  ccloncls  in  se.vice  under  the 
peace  establishment  of  lrf2!,  tiieii'  name.s,  the  iiigh- 
est  grade  before  held  hy  tlie!ii,the  late  of  th,\t  com- 
mission, and  the  corps  to  which  iii:-y  b!.'ion;.jcd,  if 
attached  to  any  corps.  Also  shewing  ti'C  liumbei* 
of  adjutant  and  ii^jicclor  j^cnerals  in  ::erv'ca  on  the 
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said  2nd  of  M^rch,  their  names,  the  highest  lineal 
rank  previously  held  by  each  in  the  United  States 
arm},  and  the  date  of  that  commission.  Also,  show- 
ing the  number  of  adjutant  and  inspector  generals 
in  service  under  the  peace  establishment  of  1821, 
their  names,  the  highest  lineal  rank  previously  held 
by  them,  und  the  date  of  comrnibsion.  Also,  a  list 
of  all  such  transfers  and  promotions  made  under 
or  since  the  said  act  of  March  2nd,  showing  the 
names,  grades,  dates  of  commissions,  and  corps  to 
which  each  beionired  at  the  time  of  the  transfer  or 
promotion,  and  the  olhce  to  which  transferred  or 
promoted.  Also>  showing  the  highest  lineal  rank 
held  by  colonel  R.  Butler,  in  thearmy  of  the  United 
States,  at  any  time  before  the  said  2nd  of  March, 
the  timf^  when,  and  his  rank  when  he  may  have 
qyit  the  (ine  of  thearmy;  and  the  grade  and  date  of 
romri.ission  of  major  Wm.  Bradford,  at  the  date 
p.foresaid. 

ll'edtiesday.  March  13,  1822.  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Tennessee,  fion»  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 
to  whom  was  >  pferred  the  message  of  the  21st  Janu- 
ary, nominating  to  promotions  and  appointments  in 
the  army,  made  the  following  report;  which  was 
read: 

That  colonel  Towson,  on  the  2nd  day  of  March, 
1821,  was  paymaster  general;  that  he  held  neither 
rank  'lor  command  in  the  army,  and,  not  belonging 
to  anv  corps  of  the  army,  the  president  had  no  pow- 
er, uiider  the  law  reducing  and  fixing  the  mihtary 
peace  establishment,  to  arrange  him  to  the  command 
of  one  of  the  regiments  retained  in  service  by  said 
act. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  colonel  Gads- 
den,  on  the  second  of  March,  1821,  was  one  of  the 
two  inspector  generals  of  the  army,  both  of  whom 
were  retained  in  service  by  the  act  reducing  the 
army;  that  there  were  two  adjutant  generals  in  ser- 
vice, one  of  whom  was  retained  in  service;  and  the 
pretidert  was  not  authorized  to  dismiss  both  of 
them,  and  retain  colonel  Gadsden  as  adjutant  gene- 
ral. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  colonel  Fen- 
wick,  on  the  2nd  March,  1821,  was  heutenant  co- 
lonel'of  the  light  artillery;  that,  by  appointing  him 
to  the  command  of  one  of  the  regiments  of  artillery 
it  will  disband,  as  supernumerary,  a  full  colonel, 
who,  by  the  terms  of  the  law  of  the  2nd  March, 
8121,  was  entitled  to  be  retained.   The  committee, 
therefore,  recommend  that  the  senate  do  not  advise 
and  consent  to  the  nomination  of  colonel  Fenwick. 
The  committee  further  report,  that  generals  Ma 
comb  »nd  Atkinson,  majors  Bradford  and  Dalliba 
are  nominated  to  grades  below  the  rank  they  for- 
merly held  in  the  army;  tliat  the  principle  of  razee 
was  recognised  by  the  senate  on  the  reduction  of 
the  army  in  1815;  and,  under  the  authority  of  that 
precedent,  the  committee  recommend  that  the  four 
last  mentioned  nominations  be  confirmed. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  pursu. 
ant  to  a  resolution  of  the  8th  instant,  reported  the 
army  register  of  May  17,  1821;  which  was  read. 

Thursday,  March  14, 1822.  The  senate  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  nomination  of  Nathan  Towson 
to  appointment  in  the  army,  as  contained  in  the 
message  of  the  2l8t  January;  and,  after  debate. 
The  senate  adjourned. 

Friday,  March  15,  1822.  The  senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  nomination  of  Nathan 
Towson;  and,  on  motion. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table, 
Saturday/,  March  16, 1822.     The  sen.ite  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the   nomination  of  Nathan 
To'A  fon;  andp 


On  the  question,  ««Will  the  senate  advise  and 
consent  to  this  appointment?" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative;  yeas  19,  nays 
25. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lanman, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifth  of 
the  senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are 
Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  of  Lou.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  Gaton,  EJ- 
wards,  Findlay,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Johnson,  of  Ken.  iohnsun,  of 
Lou.  King,  of  Alab.  King,  of  New- York,  Knight,  Laomao,  Mills, 
Otis,  Parrott,  Southard,  btokes,  Talbot. 

Those  who  voied  in  the  negative,  are 
Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dieker- 
son,  PMIiott,  Gaillard,  Holmeg,  of  Maine,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Moi-ril,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Taylur, 
1  homas,  Vau  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams,  of  Miss.  Williams, 
of  Teno. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  not  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  appointment  of  Nathan  Towson,  to  be 
colonel  of  the  second  regiment  of  artillery. 

Monday,  March  18, 1822.  The  senate  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  nomination  of  James  Gadsden 
to  be  adjutant  general,  contained  in  the  message  of 
the  21st  January;  and,  after  debate. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  21, 1822.  The  senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  nomination  of  James  Gads- 
den to  be  adjutant  general,  contained  in  the  mes- 
sage of  the  21st  January;  and, 

On  the  question,  "Will  the  senate  advise  and 
consent  to  this  appointment?" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative;  yeas  20,  nays 
23. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifth  of 
the  senators  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are 

Messrs.  Barbour,  Brawn,  of  Lou.  Brown,  of  O.  Eaton,  Edwards. 
Elliott,  Findlay,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Johnson,  of 
Lou.  King,  of  Alab.  King,  of  N.  Y.  Knight,  Lanman,  Mills,  Otis, 
Parrott,  Southard,  Stokes,  Williams,  of  Miss. 

I'hose  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are 

Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dicker- 
son.  Gaillard,  Hulmet,  of  Maine,  Macon,  Morril,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Pleasants,  Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  VanBureii, 
Van  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams,  of  Tenn. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  not  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  appointment  of  James  Gadsden  to  be 
adjutant  general. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  nomina- 
tion  of  Alexander  Macomb,  to  be  colonel  of  the 
corps  of  engineers,  contained  in  the  last  mentioned 
message;  and, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Ordered,  That  the  question,  "Will  the  senate  ad- 
vise and  consent  to  this  appointment?"  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays. 
On  motion. 
Ordered,  That  the  nomination  lie  on  the  table. 

Friday,  March  22,  1822.  The  senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  nominations  to  promotions 
and  appointments  in  the  army,  as  contained  in  the 
message  of  the  2Ist  Jan.  and  not  before  acted  on. 

On  the  question,  «'Will  the  senate  advise  and 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  Alexander  Macomb 
to  be  colonel  of  engineers,  with  the  brevet  rank  of 
brigadier  general?" 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for,  and  the 
vote  was  taken  on  the  first  member  thereof, 

Which  was  determined  in  the  affirmative;  yeas 
26,  nays  14. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  previossly  ordered. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are 

Messrs.  Barbour,  Boardman,  Brown,  of  Lou.  Brown,  of  Ohio, 

Dickerson,  Eaton,  Elliott.  Findlay,  Holmes,  of  Miss,  Johnson,  of 

'  Keti.  King,  of  Alab.  King,  of  N.  Y.  Kjiight,  Lanman,  Ma'^on,  MJUs 
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Morril,  Parrou,  Pleasants,  Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Burni, 
Van  Dyke,  Walker,  AVilliams,  of  Teon. 

Those  wlio  voied  in  the  negative,  are 
MessM.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Gaillard,  Holmes, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Rugeles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Ware. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  second  member 
of  the  said  question, 

And  determined  in  the  afTirmative;  yeas  28,  nays 
15. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Southard, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifth  of 
the  senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are 

Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown,  of  Lou.  Eaton,  EVIwards,  El- 
liott, Findlay,  ilnlmes,  of  Miss  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Johnson,  of  Lou. 
KjnK,  of  Alab.  Kinp,  of  N.  Y.  Laninau,  Macon,  Mills,  Morril,  Otis, 
Parrott,  Pit asanis,  Seymour,  Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Buren, 
\ an  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams,  of  Ttnn. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are 
Messrs.  Barton,  Boardman,  Brown,  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  D'Wolf, 
Dtukerson,  Gaillard,  Holmes,  of  .Muine,  Knight,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Kuegles,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  advise  and  consent 
to  the  appointment  of  Alexander  Macomb,  agreea- 
bly to  the  nomination. 

On  the  question,  "Will  the  senate  advise  and 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  Henry  Atkinson,  to 
be  colonel  of  the  sixth  regiment  of  infantry,  with 
the  brevet  rank  of  brigadier  general?" 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for,  and  the 
vote  taken  on  the  first  member  thereof. 

And  determined  in  the  affirmative;  yeas  29,  navs 
14. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifth  of 
the  senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are 

Messrs.  Barbmir,  Roardman,  Brown,  of  Lou.  Brown,  of  Ohio, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  EHiott,  Findlay,  Holmes,  of  Mist. 
Jobnton,of  Ken.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  King,  of  Alab.  King,  of  N.  Y. 
Koight.  Lanman,  Macon,  Mills,  Morril,  Otit,  Parrott,  Pleasants, 
Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  Wil- 
Siams,  of  Ten. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are 
■    Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler.  D'Wolf,  Gaillard,  Holmes,  of 
■Maine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Huggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas 
Ware. 

And  the  second  member  of  the  question  having 
been  agreed  to;  it  was 

Jiesolved,  That  the  senate  do  advise  and  consent 
to  the  appointment  of  Henry  Atkinson,  agreeably 
to  the  nomination. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  sepa- 
rately, the  nominations  contained  in  said  message, 
which  had  not  been  finally  acted  on;  and, 

Resolved,  That  they  do  advise  and  consent  to  the 
said  appointments  agreeably  to  the  nominations, 
respectively,  with  the  exception  of  Samuel  B.  Ar- 
cher,  Daniel  Parker,  .F.  R.  Fenwick  and  William 
Bradford;  which  were, 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  To  be  postponed  to  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

To  reconsider  the  vote  of  yestexday  on  the  no- 
mination of  James  Gadsden, 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative;  yeas  23, 
nays  21. 

On  motion  by  Mr  Morril, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifth  of 
the  senators  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are 
Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  of  Lou.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Ea- 
ton,Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Johnson,  of  Hen. 
Johnson,  of  Lou.  Kinc  of  Alab.  Kin(f,  of  V.  Y.  Knight,  Lsnnian, 
Mills,  Noble,  Otis,  Parrott,  Smith,  Southard.  Stokes,  Williams,  of 

Mi.8. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are 

Mensrs.  Barton,  Benton,   B  mrdman,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Gail- 
fard,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  M.won,  Morril,  Palmer.  Pleasants,  Rufr- 
g\r;  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor.  Thomas, 'Van  Buren,  Van  Dyk'e.l 
"Walker,  Ware,  Williarai,  of  Miss.  '       I 


On  the  question,  "Will  the  senate  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  appointment  of  James  Gadsden  to  be 
adjutant  general.'" 

"it  was  determined  in  the  negative;  yeas  21, 
nays  23. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dickerson, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fiith  of 
the  senators  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are 

Messrs.  Bar*ioiir,  Brown,  of  Loii.  Brown,  of  Ohio.  Ratrn,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  yiiidlav, Holmes,  of  Miss.  Ji.huson,  of  Ken.  Johnson, 
LijM.  King,  of  Alab.  King,  of  N.  Y.  Knight,  Lsiinian,  Mflls,  Otii, 
Parrott,  Smith,  Southern,  Stokes,  Williams,  of  vljss. 

Those  wiio  voted  in  ti»e  negative,  are 

Jlessrs.  Barton.  Benton.  Boardman.  Chandler,  D'Wblf,  Dicker- 
son,  Gaillard,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Alacoii,  /!cfnl,  Noble,  Palmer, 
PleatanU,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Tayfnr,  1  boraw,  Van  Burcu, 
Vaii  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams,  of'Ttun. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  not  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  appointment  of  James  Gadsden,  to  be 
adjutant  general. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Benton, 

Resolved,  That  tbe  coaimittee  on  military  affaira 
inquire  into  the  facts,  and  infovnn  the  senate,  A^he- 
ther  colonel  Robert  Butler  has  resigned,  or  refused 
to  accept,  the  place  of  colonel  or  lieutenant  colo- 
nel in  the  military  peace  establishment  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  whether  his  resignation  has  been 
accepted. 

Tuesday,  March  26,  1822.     Tl)e  following  writ- 
ten  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  St.-tes,  by  Mr.  Gouverneur,  his  secretary: 
To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

Having  executed  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  tore- 
duce  and  fix  the  miUtary  p-^ace  establishment  of 
the  United  States,"  on  great  consideration,  and 
according  to  my  best  judgment;  and,  inferring 
from  the  rejection  of  the  nomination  of  colonel 
Towson  and  colonel  Garlsden,  officers  of  very  dis- 
tinguished merit,  that  the  view  which  f  took  of  that 
law  has  not  been  well  understood,  J  hereby  with- 
draw all  the  nominations  on  which  the  senate  has 
not  decided,  until  1  can  make  a  more  full  comma- 
nication  and  explanation  of  that  view,  and  of  the 
pri;icipleson  which  I  have  acted,  in  the  discharge 
of  that  very  delicate  and  important  duty. 

JAMES  MONROE, 

JVashingtou,  Marrh  26, 1822. 
The  message  was  read. 

Friday,  Jipril  12.     The  two  following  written 
messages  were  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  Gouverneur,  lijs  secretary: 
To  the  senate  of  the  Uvited  States: 

Having  cause  to  infer  that  the  reasons  which  led 
to  the  construction  which  I  gave  to  the  act  of  the 
last  session,  entitled  <'An  act  to  reduce  and  fix  the 
peace  establishment  of  the  United  States,"  have 
not  been  well  understood,  I  consider  it  mv  dutv  to 
explain,  more  fully,  the  view  which  1  took  of  that 
act,  and  of  the  principles  on  which  I  executed  the 
very  difficult  and  important  duty  enjoined  on  me 
by  it. 

To  do  justice  to  the  subject,  it  is  thought  proper 
to  shew  the  actual  state  of  the  army  before  tlie 
passage  of  the  late  act,  the  force  in  service,  the 
several  corps  of  which  it  was  composed,  and  the 
grades,  and  number  of  officers  commanding  it.  Ry 
seeing,  distinctly,  the  body,  in  all  its  part.s,  on 
which  the  law  operated;  viewing,  also,  with  a  just 
discrimination,  the  spirit,  policy,  and  po.sitive  in- 
junctions  of  that  law,  with  reference  to  precedents 
established  in  a  former  analogous  case,  wo  shall  be 
enabled  to  ascertain,  with  great  precision,  whether 
these  injunctions  have,  or  have  not,  been  strictiy 
complied  witli. 
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By  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1S15,  entUled 
<«An  act  fixing  the  military  peace  establishment  of 
the  United  States,"  the  whole  force  in  service  was 
reduced  to  ten  thousand  men,  infantry,  artillery 
and  riflemen,  exclusive  of  the  corps  of  engineers, 
which  was  retained  in  its  then  state.  The  regiment 
«f  hght  artillery  was  retained  as  it  had  been  or- 
g-anized  by  the  act  of  tlie  3d  Marcii,  1814.  The 
inVantry  was  formed  into  nine  regiments,  one  of 
whi'jh  consisted  of  riflemen.  The  regiments  of 
light  artillery,  infantry,  riflemen,  and  corps  of  en- 
gineas,  were  commanded  each  by  a  colonel,  lieu- 
lenantcolori<l,and  the  usual  battalion  and  company 
olficerfa'i  and  t\e  battalions  of  the  corps  of  artillery, 
of  which  there  'H'ere  eight,  four  for  the  northern, 
and  four  for  the  sc^uthern  division,  were  command 
ed  by  lieutenant  colonels,  or  majors,  there  being 
four  of  eacti  grade.  There  were,  therefore,  in  the 
army,  at  the  lime  the  late  law  was  passed,  twelve 
colonels  belonging  to  those  branches  or  the  milita- 
ry establishment.  Two  major  generals  and  four 
brigadiers  were  likewise  retained  in  service  by  this 
act;  but  the  staff,  in  several  of  its  branches,  not 
being  provided  for,  and  being  indispensable,  and 
the  omission  inadvertent,  proceeding  from  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  act  was  passed,  being 
at  the  close  of  the  session,  at  which  time  intelli- 
gence of  the  peace  was  received,  it  was  provision- 
ally retained  by  the  president,  and  provided  for 
afterwards  by  the  act  of  2'lth  of  April,. 1816.  By 
this  act,  the  ordnance  department  was  preserved 
as  it  had  been  organized  by  the  act  of  February  8, 
1815,  with  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  two 
m;ijors,  ten  captains,  and  ten  hrst,  second,  and  third 
lieutenants.  One  adjutant  and  inspector  general 
of  the  army,  two  adjutant  generals,  one  for  the 
northern  and  one  for  the  southern  division  were 
retained.  This  act  provides,  also,  for  a  paymas- 
ter general,  v/ith  a  suitable  number  of  regimen- 
tal find  battalion  paymasters,  as  a  part  of  the  gene- 
ral staff,  constituting  the  military  peace  estabfish- 
ment;  and  the  pay  department,  and  every  other 
branch  of  the  staff,  were  subjected  to  the  rules  and 
articles  of  war. 

By  the  act  of  March  2, 1821,  it  was  ordained  that 
the  military  peace  establishment  should  consist  of 
four  regiments  of  artillery,  and  of  seven  of  infan- 
try, with  such  officers  of  engineers,  ordnance  and 
staff,  as  were  therein  specified.  It  is  provided,  that 
each  regiment  of  artillery  should  consist  of  one 
colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  one  major,   and 
nine  companies,  with  the  usual  company  officers, 
one  of  which  to  be  equipped  as  light  artillery;  and 
that  there  should  be  attached  to  each  regiment  of 
artillery  one  supernumerary  captain   to  perform 
ordnance  duty,  thereby  merging  the  regiment  of 
artillery  and  ordnance  department,  into  the&e  four 
regiments.    It  was  provided,  also,  that  each  regi- 
ment  of  infantry  should  consist  of  one  colonel,  one 
lieutenant  colonel,  one  major,  and  ten  companies, 
vith  the  usual  company  officers.     The  corps  of  en- 
gineers, bombardiers  excepted,  with  the  topogra- 
phical engineers  and  their  assistants,  were  to  be 
retained  under  the  existing   organization.      The 
former  establishment,  as  to  the  number  of  major 
generals  and  brigadiers,  was  curtailed  one  half,  and 
the  office  of  inspector  and  adjutant  general  to  the 
army,  and  of  adjutant  general  to  each  division,  an- 
nulled, and  that  of  adjutant  general  to  the  army  in- 
stituted.    The  quartermaster,  paymaster,  and  com- 
missary departments,  were  also  specially  provided 
for,  as  was  every  other  branch  of  the  staff,  all  of 
which  received  a  new  modification,  and  were  sub- 
jected to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 


The  immediate  an  direct  operation  of  this  act  on 
the  military  peace  estabiistiment  of  1815,  was  that 
of  reduction,  from  which  no  officer  belonging  to 
it  was  exempt,  unless  it  might  be  the  topographical 
engineers;  for,  in  retaining  the  corps  of  engineers, 
as  was  manifest,  as  well  by  the  clear  import  of  the 
section  relating  to  it,  as  by  the  provisions  of  every 
other  clause  of  the  act,  reference  was  had  to  the 
organization,  and  not  to  the  oflicers  of  the  corps. 
The  establishment  of  1815  was  reduced  from  lU.OO!^ 
to  about  6,'JOO  men.  The  eight  battalions  of  artille- 
ry, constituting  what  was  called  tiie  corps  of  artil- 
lery and  the  regiment  of  light  artillery,as  establish- 
ed by  the  act  of  1815,  were  to  be  incorporated  to 
getlier,  and  formed  into  four  new  regiments.     The 
regiHieats  of  infantry  ^vere  to  be  reduced  from  nine 
to  seven,  the  rifle  regiment  being  broken.     Three 
of  the  general  officers  were  to  be  reduced,  with 
very  many  of  the  olficers  belonging  to  the  several 
corps  of  the  army,  and  particularly  of  the  infantry. 
All  the  provisions  of  the  act  declare  of  what  num. 
ber  of  officers  and  men  the  sever.il  corps  provided 
for  by  it  should  thenceforward  consist;  and  not  that 
any  corps,  as  tiien  existing,  or  any  officer  of  any 
corps,    unless  the  topographical  engineers  were 
excepted,  should  be  retained.     Had  it  been  intend- 
ed to  reduce  the  officers  by  corps,  or  to  exempt 
the  officers  of  any  corps  from  the  operation  of  the 
law;  or,  in  the  organization  of  the  several  new 
corps,  to  confine  the  selection  of  the  officers  to  be 
placed  in  them  to  tlie  several  corps  of  the  like  kind 
then  existing,  and  not  extend  it  to  the  whole  mili- 
tary estabhshment,  including  the  staff;  or  to  confine 
the  reduction  to  a  proportional  number  of  each 
corps,  and  of  each  grade  in  each  corps,  the  object, 
in  either  instance,  might  have  been  easily  accom- 
plished by  a  decLiration  to  that  eflect.     No  such 
declaration  was  made,  nor  can  such  intention  be 
inferred.     We  see,  on  the  contrary,  that  every 
corps  of  the  army,  and  staff,  was  to  be  reorganized, 
and  most  of  tliem  rcductd  in  officers  and  men;  and 
that,  in  arranging  the  officers  from  the  old  to  the 
new  corps,  full  power  was  granted  to  the  president 
to  take  them  from  any  and  every  corps  of  the  for- 
mer establishment,  and  place  them  in  the  latter. 
In  this  latter  grant  of  power,  it  is  proper  to  observe, 
that  the  most  comprehensive  terms  that  could  b(:r 
adopted  were  used,  the  authority  being  to  cause 
the  arrangement  to  be  made  from  the  officers  of 
the  several  corps,  then  in  the  service  of  the  United 
State^p,  comprising,  of  course,  every  corps  of  the 
staff,  as  well  as  of  artillery  and  infantry,  and  not 
from  the  corps  of  troops,  as  in  the  former  act,  and 
without  awy  limitation  as  to  grades. 

It  merits  particular  attention,  that,  although  the 
object  of  this  latter  act  was  reduction,  and  such 
its  effect,  on  an  extensive  scale,  five  new  offices  were 
created  by  it;  four  of  the  grade  of  colonel  for  the 
four  regiments  of  artillery,  and  that  of  adjutant  ge- 
neral for  the  army.  Three  of  the  first  mentioned 
were  altogether  new^  the  corps  having  been  newly 
created;  and,  although  one  officer  of  that  grade,  as 
applicable  to  the  corps  of  light  artillery,  had  exist- 
ed, yet,  as  that  regiment  was  reduced,  and  all  its 
parts  reorganized  in  another  form,  and  with  other 
duties,  being  incorporated  into  the  four  new  regi- 
ments, the  commander  was  manifestly  displaced, 
and  incapable  of  taking  the  command  of  either 
of  the  new  regiments,  or  any  station  in  them,  un- 
til he  should  be  authorized  to  do  so  by  a  new  ap- 
pointment. The  same  remarks  are  applicable  to 
tiie  olhce  of  adjutant  general  lo  the  army.  It 
is  an  office  of  new  cioation,  dilferii'g.from  that  of 
adjutant  and  inspector  general,  and  likewise  from 
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that  of  adjutant  general  to  a  division,  which  were 
severally  annulled.  It  differs  fro  n  the  first  in  title, 
rank,  and  pay,  and  from  the  two  latter,  because 
they  had  been  created  by  law,  each  for  a  division; 
whereas  the  new  office,  being  instituted  without 
such  sjjecial  designation,  could  have  relation  only 
to  the  whole  army.  It  was  manifest,  therefore,  that 
neither  of  those  officers  had  any  right  to  this  new 
station,  nor  to  any  other  station,  unless  he  should 
be  specially  appointed  to  it,  the  principle  of  reduc- 
tion being  applicable  to  every  officer  in  every 
corps.  It  is  proper,  also,  to  observe,  that  the  du- 
ties  of  adjutant  general,  under  the  existing  arrange- 
ment, correspond,  in  almost  every  circumstance, 
with  those  of  the  late  adjutant  and  inspector  gene- 
ral, and  not  with  those  of  an  adjutant  general  of  a 
division. 

To  give  effect  lo  this  law,  the  president  was  au- 
thorized, by  the  twelfvli  section,  to  cause  the  offi- 
cers, non-commissioned  officers,  artificers,  musi- 
cians and  privates,  of  the  several  corps  then  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  to  be  arranged  in  such 
manner  as  to  form,  and  complete  cut  of  the  same, 
the  force  thereby  provided  for,  and  to  cause  the 
supernumerary  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
artificers,  musicians  and  privates,  to  be  discharged 
from  the  service. 

In  executing  this  very  delicate  and  important 
trust,  I  acted  witli  the  upmost  precaution.  Sensi- 
ble of  what  I  owed  to  my  country,  I  felt  strongly 
the  obligation  of  observing  the  utmost  impartiality 
n  seltciing  these  officers  who  were  to  be  retained. 
In  executing  this  law  I  bad  no  personal  oljject  to 
accomf-lish,  or  feeling  to  gratify;  no  one  to  retain, 
no  one  to  remove.  Having,  on  great  consideration, 
fixed  the  principles  on  which  the  reduction  should 
be  made,  I  availed  myself  of  the  example  of  my 
predecessor,  by  appointing,  through  the  proper 
department,  a  board  of  general  officers  to  make 
the  selection,  and  whose  report  I  adopted. 

In  transferring  the  officers  from  the  old  to  tlie 
new  corps,  the  utmost  care  was  taken  to  place 
them,  in  the  latter,  in  the  grades  and  corps  to  which 
they  had  respectively  belonged  in  the  former,  so 
far  as  it  might  be  practicable.  Thi.s,  though  not 
enforced  by  the  law,  appearing  lo  be  just  and  pro- 
per, was  never  departed  from,  except  in  peculiar 
cases,  and  under  imperious  circumstances. 

In  filling  the  original  vacancies  in  the  artillery, 
and  in  tlie  newly  created  office  of  adjutant  general, 
I  considered  myself  at  liberty  to  place  in  them  any 
officer  belonging  to  any  part  of  the  whole  military 
establishment,  whether  of  the  staff  or  fine.  In  fill- 
ing original  vacancies, that  is,  ofiices  newly  created, 
it  is  my  opinion,  as  a  general  principle,  that  con- 
gress have  no  right,  under  the  constitution,  to  im- 
pose any  restraint,  by  law,  on  the  power  granted  to 
the  president,  so  as  to  prevent  his  making  a  free 
selection  of  proper  persons  for  these  offices  from 
the  whole  body  of  his  fellow  citizens  Without, 
however,  entering  liere  into  that  question,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  declaring  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the 
lawfully  authorized  a  selection  from  any  branch  of 
the  whole  mihtary  establishment  of  1815.  Justifi- 
ed, therefore,  as  I  thought  myself,  in  taking  that 
range,  by  every  the  highest  sanction,  the  sole  ob- 
ject to  which  I  had  to  direct  my  attention  was  the 
merit  of  the  officers  to  be  selected  for  those  sta 
tions.  Three  generals,  of  great  merit,  were  either 
to  be  dismissed,  or  otherwise  provided  for.  The 
very  gallant  and  patriotic  defender  of  New  Orleans 
had  intimated  his  intention  to  reti1-e,  but,  at  my 
suggestion,   expressed    his  willingness  to  accept 


the  Fioriclas,  and  of  governor,  for  a  short  time,  of 
that  territory.  As  to  one,  therefore,  there  was  no 
difficulty.  For  the  other  two,  provision  could  only 
be  made  in  the  mode  which  was  adopted.  Genera! 
Macomb,  who  had  signalized  himself  in  the  defence 
of  Flattsburg,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  tlie  corps 
of  engineers  to  which  he  had  originally  belonged, 
and  in  which  he  had  acquired  great  experience, 
colonel  Armistead,  then  at  the  h.ad  of  that  corps, 
having  voluntarily  accepted  one  of  the  new  re- 
giments of  artillery,  for  which  he  possessed  very 
suitable  qualifications,  tienera  Atlcinson,  likewise 
an  officer  of  great  merit,  was  apjiointed  to  the 
newly  created  office  of  adjutant  general.  Brevet 
General  Porter,  an  officer  of  great  experience,  in 
the  artillery,  and  merit,  was  appointecl  to  the  com- 
mand of  another  of  those  regiments.  Colonel  Fen- 
wick,  then  the  oldest  lieutenant  colonel  of  artillery- 
and  who  had  suffered  mucli  in  tlie  late  war  by  se- 
vere wounds,  was  appointed  to  a  third;  and  colonel 
Towson,  who  had  served  with  great  distinction  in 
the  same  corps,  and  been  twice  brevetted  for  his 
gallantry,  in  the  late  war,  was  appointed  to  the  last 
remaining  one.  Gen.  Atkinson  having  declined 
the  office  of  adjutant  general,  colonel  Gadsden,  an 
officer  of  distinguished  merit,  and  believed  to  pos- 
sess qualifications  suitably  adapted  to  it,  was  ap. 
pointed  in  his  stead.  In  making  the  arrangment, 
the  merits  of  Col.  Uutier  and  Col.  Jones  were  not 
overlooked.  The  former  was  assigned  to  the  place 
which  he  would  have  held  in  the  line,  ifhe  had  re- 
tained his  original  lineal  commission;  and  liie  latter 
to  his  commission  in  tlie  line,  which  ha  had  con- 
tinued to  hold  will)  his  staff  appointment. 

That  the  reduction  of  the  army,  and  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  officers,  from  the  old  to  the  new  estab- 
lishment, and  the  appointments  referred  to;,  were, 
in  every  instance,  strictly  conformable  to  law,  will, 
I  think,  be  apparent.  To  the  arrangement,  gene- 
rally, no  objection  has  been  heard;  it  has  been  made, 
however,  to  the  appointments,  to  the  original  va- 
cancies, and  particularly  to  tliose  of  colonel  Tow- 
son  and  colonel  Gadsden.  To  those  ypi)ointments, 
therefore,  further  attention  is  due.  If  they  were 
improper,  it  nfiust  be  cilher  that  they  were  illegal, 
or,  that  the  officers  did  not  merit  the  offices  con- 
ferred  on  them.  The  acknowledged  merit  of  the 
officers,  and  their  peculiar  fitness  for  tiie  offices,  to 
which  they  were  respectively  appointed,  must  pre- 
clude all  objection  on  that  head.  Having  already 
suggested  my  impression,  that,  in  filling  offices 
newly  created,  to  which,  on  no  principle  whatever, 
any  one  could  have  a  claim  of  right,  congress 
could  not,  under  the  constitution,  restrain  the  free; 
selection  of  the  president,  from  the  whole  body  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  I  shall  only  further  remark,  that 
if  that  impression  is  well  founded,  all  objections 
to  these  appointments  must  cease.  If  the  law  im- 
posed such  restraint,  it  would,  in  that  case,  be  void. 
But,  according  to  my  judgment,  the  law  imposed 
none.  An  objection  to  the  legality  of  those  appoint- 
ments must  be  founded,  either  on  the  principle  that 
those  officers  were  not  comprised  within  the  corps 
then  in  the  service  of  the  U.  States,  that  is,  did  not 
belong  to  the  peace  establishment,  or  that  the  pow- 
er granted  by  the  word  "arrange,"  imposed  on  thft 
president  the  necessisy  of  placing  in  these  new  of- 
fices, persons  of  the  same  grade,  only,  from  the 
old.  It  is  believed  that  neither  objection  is  well 
founded.  Col.  Towson  belonged  to  one  of  the  corps, 
then  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or,  in  other 
words,  of  the  military  peace  establisement.  Hy  the 
act  of  1815-16,  the  pay  department,  of  which  the 


the  office  of  commissioner  to  receive  the  cession  of  paymaster  general  was  the  chief,  was  made  one  ot* 
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Xhe  branches  of  the  staff,  and  he,  and  all  those  un- 
der him,  were  subjected  to  the  rules  and  .nicies 
of  war.  The  appointment,  therefore,  of  him,  and 
especially  to  a  new  office,  was  strictly  conformable 
to  law. 

The  only  difTerence  between  the  5th  section  of 
the  act  of  1815,  for  reducinsj  the  army,  and  the 
12th  section  of  the.  act  of  1S2I,  for  still  further  re- 
ducing it,  by  which  the  power  to  carry  those  laws 
into  effect,  was  granted  to  the  president,  in  each  i;i 
stance,  consists  in  this,  that  by  the  former  he  was 
to  cause  the  arrangement  to  be  made  of  the  officers, 
iion-commissined  officers,  musicians,  and  privates, 
of  the  several  corps  of  troops,  then  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  whereas,  in  the  latter,  the  term 
troops  was  omitted.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  that 
that  omission  had  an  object,  and  that  it  was  thf  re- 
by  intended  to  guard  against  misconstruction  in  so 
very  material  and  important  a  circumstance,  by  au- 
thorizing the  application  of  the  act,  unequivocully, 
to  everv  corps  of  the  staff,  as  well  as  of  tlie  line. 
With  that  word,  a  much  wider  range  was  given  to 
the  act  of  1815,  on  the  reduction  wiiich  then  took 
place,  than  under  the  last  act.  The  omission  of  it, 
from  the  last  act,  together  with  all  the  sanctions 
which  were  given  by  congress,  to  the  construction 
of  the  law,  in  the  reduction  made  under  the  former, 
could  not  fail  to  dispel  all  doubt  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  power  granted  by  the  last  law,  and  of  the  prin- 
ciples  which  ought  to  guide,  and  on  which  it  was 
thereby  made  the  duty  of  the  president  to  execute 
it.  With  respect  to  the  other  objection,  thnt  is, 
that  officers  of  the  same  grade,  only,  ought  to  have 
been  transferred  to  t!iese  new  offices,  it  is  equally 
unfounded.  It  is  admitted,  that  officers  may  btf  ta- 
ken from  the  old  corps,  and  reduced,  and  arranged 
in  the  new,  in  inferior  grades,  as  was  done  under 
the  former  reduction.  This  admission  puts  an  end 
to  the  objection,  in  this  case;  for,  if  an  officer  may 
be  reduced  and  arranged,  from  one  corps  to  an- 
other, by  an  entire  change  of  grade,  requiring  a 
rew  commission,  and  a  new  nomination  to  the  se- 
nate, I  see  no  reason  why  an  officer  may  not  be  ad- 
vanced in  like  manner.  In  both  instances,  the 
grade,  in  the  old  corps,  is  alike  disregarded.  The 
transfer  from  it  to  the  new,  turns  on  the  merit 
of  the  party;  and,  it  is  believed,  that  the  claim  in 
this  instance  is  felt  by  all  with  peculiar  sensibility. 
The  claim  of  colonel  Towson  is  the  stronger,  be- 
cause the  arrangement  of  him  to  the  office  to  which 
he  is  now  nominated,  is  not  to  one  from  which  any 
officer  has  been  removed,  and  to  which  any  other 
officer  may,  in  any  view  of  the  case,  be  supposed 
to  have  had  a  claim.  As  colonel  Gadsden  held  the 
office  of  inspector  general,  and,  as  such,  was  ac- 
knowledged by  all  to  belong  to  the  staff  of  the  ar- 
my, it  is  not  perceived  on  what  ground  his  ap- 
pointment can  be  objected  to. 

If  such  a  construction  is  to  be  given  to  the  act 
of  1821,  as  to  confine  the  transfer  of  officers  from 
the  old  to  the  new  establishment,  to  the  corps  of 
troops,  that  is  to  the  line  of  the  army,  the  whole 
staff  of  the  army,  in  every  branch,  would  not  only 
be  excluded  from  any  appointment  in  the  new  es- 
tabhshment,  but  altogether  disbanded  from  the  ser- 
vice, it  would  follow,  also,  that  all  the  officers  of  the 
staff,  under  the  new  arrangement,  must  be  filled  by 
oflicers  belonging  to  the  new  establishment,  after 
its  organization  and  their  arrangement  in  it. — 
Other  consequences,  not  less  serious,  would  follow. 
If  the  riglit  of  the  president  to  fill  these  original 
vacancies,  by  the  selection  of  officers  from  any 
branch  of  the  wliole  military  estabhshment,  was  de- 
nied, he  wouid  be  compelled  to  place  in  them  offi- 


cers of  the  same  grade,  whose  corps  had  been  re» 
duced,  and  they  with  them.  The  effect,  therefore, 
of  the  law,  as  to  tiiose  appointments,  would  be  to 
legislative  into  office  men  who  had  been  already 
legislated  out  of  office,  taking  from  the  president 
all  agency  in  their  appointment.  Such  a  construc- 
tion would  not  only  be  subversive  of  the  obvious 
principle  of  the  constitution,  but  utterly  incon- 
sistent witli  the  spirit  of  the  law  itself;  since  it 
would  provide  offices  for  a  p  articular  grade,  and 
fix  every  member  of  that  grade  in  those  offices  at 
a  time  wlien  every  other  grade  was  reduced,  and 
aoiong  tliem  generals  and  other  officers  of  the 
highest  merit.  It  would  also  defeat  every  object 
of  selection,  since  colon'.  Is  of  infantry  would  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  regiments  of  artillery,  a  ser- 
vice  in  which  they  might  have  had  no  experience, 
and  i\jr  which  they  miglit,  in  consequence,  be  un- 
qualified. 

ffaving  omitted,  in  the  message  to  congress  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  to  state  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  this  law  had  been  executed,  and 
having  imperfectly  explained  them  in  the  mes- 
sage to  the  senate  of  the  17th  of  January  last,  I 
deem  it  parlicuLirly  incumbent  on  me,  as  well 
from  a  motive  of  respect  to  the  senate,  as  to  place 
my  conduct  in  the  duty  imposed  on  me  by  that  act 
in  a  clear  point  of  view,  to  make  this  communica- 
tion at  this  time.  The  examples  under  the  law  of 
1815,  wliercby  officers  were  reduced  and  arranged 
from  the  old  corps  to  the  new,  in  inferior  grades, 
fully  justify  all  that  has  been  done  under  the  law  of 
1821.  Iftlie  power  to  arrange,  under  the  former 
law,  authorized  the  removal  of  one  officer  from  a 
particular  station,  and  the  location  of  another  in  it, 
reducing  the  latter  from  a  higher  to  an  inferior 
grade,  with  the  arlvice  and  consent  of  the  senate, 
it  surely  justifies,  under  the  latter  law,  tlie  arrange- 
ment of  these  officers,  with  a  like  sanction,  to  offi- 
ces of  new  creation,  from  which  no  one  had  been 
removed,  and  to  which  no  one  had  a  just  claim.  It 
is  on  the  authority  of  these  examples,  supported 
by  the  construction  which  I  gave  to  the  law,  that  I 
have  acted,  in  the  discharge  of  this  high  trust.  I 
am  aware  that  many  officers  of  great  merit,  hav- 
ing  the  strongest  claims  on  their  country,  have 
been  reduced,  and  others  dismissed;  but,  under  the 
law,  that  result  was  inevitable.  It  is  beUeved  that 
none  have  been  retained,  who  had  not,  likewi.se, 
the  strongest  claims  to  the  appointments  which 
have  been  conferred  on  them.  To  discriminate  be- 
tween men  of  acknowledged  merit,  especially  in  a 
way  to  affect  so  sensibly  and  materially  their  feel- 
ings and  interests,  for  many  of  whom  I  have  per- 
sonal consideration  and  regard,  has  been  a  most 
painful  duty;  yet,  I  am  conscious  that  I  have  dis- 
charged  it  with  the  utmost  impartiality.  Had  I 
opened  the  door  to  change,  in  any  case,  even  where 
error  might  have  been  committed,  against  whom 
could  I  afterwards  have  closed  it,  and  into  what  con- 
sequences might  not  such  a  proceeding  have  led.' 
The  same  remarks  are  applicable  to  the  subject, 
iH  its  relation  to  the  senate,  to  whose  calm  and  en- 
lightened judgment,  with  these  explanations,  I 
again  submit  the  nominations  which  have  been  re- 
jected. JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  Jipril  12,  1322. 

To  the  senate  nf  (he  United  States.- 

I  re-nominate  Natban  Towson,  to  be  colonel  of 
the  2d  regiment  of  artillery. 

James  Gadsden,  to  be    adjutant  general  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States. 

JAMSS  MONUOE. 
IFashincrtan,  .Ipril  12,  1822. 
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Tlie  messafjes  were  severally  read.     Ou  niolioii, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  severally  veferreil  to  the 
committte  on  military  alfairs,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon,  and  that  t)»ey  be  printed  tor  the  use  oftlie 
senate,  under  an  injunction  ol'  secrecy. 
On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  the  message  of  the  21st  January 
last,  nominating  to  promotions  and  appointments 
ii3  the  army,  be  re-committed  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs,  further  to  consider  and  report  tliere 
on,  and  that  it  be  re-printed  for  the  use  of  the  sen- 
ate, under  an  injunction  of  secrecy.     On  motion, 

Order^id,  That  the  message  of  the  26th  March, 
withdrawing  certain  nominations  to  appointments 
in  the  army,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  mili- 
tary ailairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  and 
that  it  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  senate,  under 
an  injunction  of  secrecy. 

~Mr.  VViUiams  communicated  lu  tlie  senate  the  followiijg  letter.] 

Copy  of  a  leiter  tu  the  liun,  H'lltiain  Euslis,  chairman 

mlUtarv  commitlee,  house  of  reprascntatives. 

War  DtPAUT.'MEXT,  29(/t  Jan.  1822. 

SiH:  I  have  submitted  to  the  president,  for  his  di- 
rection, your  letter  of  tlie  17lh  Instant,  in  which 
you  slHte,  that  tiie  committee  on  military  affairs  are 
of  the  opinion,  that  the  appointment  ot  col  Gadsden 
to  the  otlice  of  adjutant  general,  when  there  were 
at  the  time  of  his  appoinment  two  adjutant  gene- 
rals in  service;  that  the  appointment  of  colonel 
Towson,  not  at  the  time  an  officer  in  the  line  of  the 
army,  to  be  colonel  of  artillery;  and  the  transfer  ot 
lieutenant  col.  Lindsay,  of  the  7th  infantry,  to  fill 
a  vacancy  in  the  4ili  artillery,  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  lieuteimnt  colonel  Mitchell,  subse- 
quently to  the  arrangiment  ot  the  army,  establisii 
td  May  ITth,  1821. "and  after  the  1st  of  June,  the 
lime  limited  by  law,  for  the  org.usizatioa  of  the  ar- 
\ny,  are  not  conformable  to  tt'v  provisions  of  the 
law  nor  to  the  regulations  of  the  army;  and  request 
ir.e  to  commumcite  to  them  the  grounds  and  au- 
tliovity  on  which  theappointin'-n'.s  :uuj  transfer  bs- 
iore  mentioned,  h.ave  been  JTiacie:  and  1  am  directed 
by  him  to  state  to  the  committte,  tluU,  in  making 
the  appoinments  uad  tninsfei-  in  quesuon,  he  was 
governed  by  that  construction  of  the  laws  and  re- 
gulations, in  relation  to  the  subject  of  inquiry, 
which  appeared  to  liim  conformai.lc  to  their  real 
inteniion,  and  to  the  ()rincip!es  established  in  re- 
ducing tlie  army,  under  tlie  act  of  the  od  of  March, 
1815,  for  tixiug  the  peace  establishment  at  the 
termination  of  the  late  war:  the  provisions  of 
which  act.  in  relation  to  the  points  in  question,"be- 
ing  similar  to  those  in  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1821, 
I'.ndcr  which  the  late  reduction  was  made. 

He  also  dircctj  me  to  state  to  the  committe,  that 
he  has  submitted  to  the  senate  the  cases  to  which 
they  have  objected,  as  weii  as  others  of  a  similar 
character,  growing  out  of  the  late  reduction,  by  a 
nomination  to  them  for  their  constitutional  sanc- 
tion. 

The  committee  appear  to  be  under  a  mistake  as 
to  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  colon- 
el Gadsden,  as  adjutant  general.  Instead  of  two 
adjutant  generals  being  in  service  at  the  time  he 
was  appointed,  (the  l,3ih  of  August  last,)  as  the 
committee  suppose,  there  was  no  officer  of  that 
grade  in  the  service  at  the  time.  Colonel  Gads- 
den, in  the  arrangement  of  the  army  under  the  act 
making  the  late  reduction,  was  retained  as  inspec- 
tor general,  which  office  he  held  before  the  reduc- 
tion, and  the  adjutant  generals  of  the  northern 
and  sourthern  divisions,  (colonels  Butler  and 
Jones,)  to  whom  it  is  supposed  the  committee  re- 
fer, hiA  been  Arrangedi  ib$  foraer  to  thQ  4tb  in- 


fantry provisionally,  and  the  latter  to  his  place  in 
the  line  of  artillery,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference 
to  the  register  herewith  transmitted.  General  At- 
kinson, who  had  been  arranged  to  the  oiHce  of  ad- 
jutant general,  declined  accepting  it,  and  colonel 
Gadsden  was  appointed  by  the  president  to  till  the 
vacancy,  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  10th 
section  of  the  act  of  the  24th  of  April,  1816,  "for 
organizing  the  general  statf,"  Sec.  wnich  authorizes 
the  president  to  appoint  statf  officers  from  the  line 
of  the  army,  or  from  citizens,  without  any  limita- 
tion. But,  admitting  that  the  committee  were  cor- 
rect in  their  statement,  and  that  colonel  Gadsden, 
at  the  time  of  the  r'cluction,  had  been  arranged 
to  the  place  of  adjutant  general,  there  being  two 
adjutant  generals  then  in  service,  insteaa  of  being 
retained  as  inspector  general,  the  principles  estab- 
lished in  the  reduction  of  tlie  army,  under  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  wouH  have  fully  justiti- 
ed  the  arrangement.  'I'lie  provisions  of  the  two 
acts  for  reducing  the  army  are,  in  relation  to  thig 
])oint,  precisely  the  same.  In  the  reduction  under 
the  act  of  3d  March,  1815,  colonel  Ifayne,  inspec- 
tor general  at  the  time,  was  provisionally  retained 
as  adjutant  general  of  the  north  division,  there  De- 
ing,  at  that  time,  eight  adjuvant  generals  in  ser- 
vice,  which  arrange  nent  received  the  saiiction  of 
congress,  in  the  act  already  referred  to,  of  the  24th 
April,  1816,  the  10th  section  of  which  conhrmed 
the  provisional  arrangement  of  tlie  staff' oHicers. 

In  relation  to  the  transfer  of  lieutenant  colonel 
Lindsay  to  the  cor|)s  of  artillery,  after  the  1st  of 
June,  the  time  limited  by  law  for  the  re-(.rganiza- 
tion,  to  which  the  committee  object,  as  not  beinj*- 
conformable  to  law  and  regulation,  it  is  proper  to 
observe,  that  it  is  fully  supported  by  the  precedent 
established  in  the  reduction  of  thearniy,  under  the 
act  of  1815.  Under  that  act,  the  army  register, 
by  general  orders,  (see  register  for  1815,  herewith 
transmitted,  marked  A.)  was  kept  open  to  fill  va- 
cancies of  any  grade,  which  might  occur,  from 
among  the  reduced  ofncers,  from  the  17lhof  May, 
1815,  to  the  17th  May,  1816.  Under  this  order, 
eighteen  transfers  from  and  to  various  corps,  and 
sixty  appointments  from  disbanded  officers,  were 
made,  which  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  gene, 
ral  order  of  the  17th  of  .May,  1816,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  transmitted  (marked  B  )  Under  the 
late  reduction,  the  register  was  kept  open,  tor  the 
purpose  of  transferring  only,  from  the  1st  of  June 
to  the  1st  of  January  last,  as  will  appear  by  refer- 
ence to  the  register,  and  only  two  officers,  lieuten- 
nant  colonel  Lindsay,  and  lieutenant  Walker,  were 
transferred,  excepting  sucli  as  were  made  on  mutu- 
al application  for  that  purpose.  It  may  be  said  that 
a  reduction  so  great  as  that  which  v.as  made  after 
the  late  war,  jnstifi.-d  the  principle  then  adopted, 
but  that  there  ex!^ted  no  necessity  to  apply  it  to 
the  late  reduction.  The  difference  bet.veen  the 
two  cases  is  no  doubt  great,  as  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  extent  to  which  the  principle  was  car- 
ricd  in  them;  but,  to  an  objection  to  the  po-wer  of 
the  president  under  the  laws  and  regnlations, 
which  the  committee  is  understood  to  make,  it  is 
believed  that  the  consideration  of  greater  or  less 
expediei»cy  can  have  no  weight. 

Lieut,  colonel  Lindsay,  before  the  late  reduction, 
was  lieutenant  colonel  of  artillery,  in  which  corps 
he  had  served  eight  years;  but,  on  the  late  reduc- 
tion, he  was  arranger!  to  the  infantry.  On  tlie  re- 
signation of  lieutenant  colonel  Mitchell,  it  was  con- 
sidered  as  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  transfer  him 
back  t'j  his  proper  c«rps,  from  which,  in  the  reduc- 
tion, hi  had  bccu  reaiored,  onlv  from  ±c  nsccsiity 
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of  the  case.    It  was,  however,  not  an  act  of  justice 
to  lieut.  col.  I^indsay  only,  but,  more  emphatically 
so  to  three  other  meritorious  ofTicers.     In  the  late 
reduction,    lieutenant  colonel   Taylor,   and   major 
■\Voolly,   on  general  Atkinson's  being-  arranged  as 
colonel  ot  the  6th  infantry,  would  have  been  re- 
tiuced,  from  necessity,  as  junior  ofHcers  in   their 
grades,  to  inferior  grades,  had  not  lieatenant  col- 
onel Lindsay    been    transferred  to  the    artillery, 
which  transfer,  making  a  vacancy  in  the  infantry 
of  the  grade  which  he  held,  restored  the  two  for- 
mer to  the  rank  from  which  they  had  been  reduced, 
and   retained  captain  Cobb   in  service  by  the  ar- 
rangement.    Such  were  the  motives  for  the  trans- 
fer, which  were  considered  much   stronger  than 
those  which  opposed  it.     Had  the  transfer  not  been 
made,  brevet  lieutenant  colonel  Eustis  would  have 
been  raised  to  a  full  lieutenant  colonel,  by  promo- 
tion; brevet  major  Wilson,  to  be  major,  brevet  cap- 
tain Welsh  to  be  captain;  and  2d  lieutenant  Cooper, 
to  be  first  lieutenant.     As  highly  valuable  as  these 
officers  are  esteemed,  with  them  it  was  a  qlieslion 
of  promotion,  while,  with  the  others,  of  equal  mer- 
it, it  was  that  of  reduction;  between  which  the  pre- 
sident could  not  hesitate,  believing  he  possessed 
the  power.     If  the  construction  given  to  the  act  of 
1815,  should  be  supposed  to  be  the  oneintended  to 
be  given  to  the  act    making    the  late    reduction, 
and  it  is  not  perceived  how  a  different  sujflposition 
can  be  admitted,  the  wording  of  the  two  acts  be- 
ing similar,  and  the  construction  given  to  the  former 
being  well  known,  it  would  seem  to  admit  of  little 
doubt,  that  the  president  was  authorized  to  consid- 
er the  military  establishment,  under   the  act  mak- 
ing the  late  reduction,  as  not  definitively  closed  at 
the  time  of  issuing  the  general  order  of  the  17ih 
Mav,  to  which  the  committee  refer,  nor  as  being 
necessarily  closed,  even  on  the  1st  June.     The  ge- 
neral orders  designate,  it  is  true,  the  officers  to  be 
retained,  with  their  grades  and  corps,  but  the  same 
orders  announced,  that,  until  the  1st  January,  the 
president,  in  conformity  to  the  power  exercised  in 
the  former  reduction,  did  not  consider  the  arrange- 
ment as  to  the  corps  to  which  the  officers  were  at- 
tached, as   definitive,    reserving,  until  that  time, 
the  right  of  making  transfers.     In   keeping  open 
the  definitive  adjustment  of  the  establishment  un- 
til the  time  specified,  the  president  was  governed 
by  a  due  regard  to  the  good  of  the  service,  and  to 
the  just  claims  of  the  officers,  by  correcting,  as  far  i  sanctioned   by   the  precedent,  growing  out  of  the 


arrange!  to  any  corps  in  the  same,  or  different  and 
inferior  grades,  care  being  taken   that  no  officer 
should  be  removed,  without  reason,  from  his  corps 
or  grade.     In  determining  which  of  these  construc- 
tions ought  to  prevail,  reference   was  had  to  the 
construction  adopted  under  the  5th  section  of  the 
act  of  1815,   fixing  the  peace  establisliment,  from 
which  the  section  under  consideration  was  obvious- 
ly taken,  being  in  almost  the  same  words.     It  was 
believed  to  be  a  fair  deduction,  that  congress,  in 
adopting  the  same  provisions  in  both,  intended  that 
the  two  sections  should  receive  the  same  construc- 
tion, and,  consequently,  as  the  5th  section  of  the  act 
of  1815  had  received  the  freest  construction,  (see 
table  herewith  transmitted,  marked  C),  the  presi- 
dent determined   that  congress  did  not  intend,  in 
the  act  making  the  late  reduction,  that,  in  arrang- 
ing the  officers  to  constitute  the  present  establish- 
ment, he  should  be  restrained  to  the  particular  corps 
and  grade  to  which  they  belonged,  but  that  it  was 
intended  that  he  should  give  the  same  construction 
which  the  former  act  had  received.     He  was  con- 
firmed in  the  belief  that  such  was  the  intention  of 
congress  from  the  fact,  that,  in  the  particular  in- 
stance in  which  the  wording  of  the  two  sections  dif- 
fer, that  of  the  act  making  the  late  reduction  is 
less  limited,  indicating  on  the  part  of  congress  a 
disposition  to  enlarge  rather  than  to  restrain   the 
power  af  the  executive;  and  from  the  manifest  in- 
jury which  would  result  from  the  opposite  construc- 
tion, both  to  the  public  and  to  the  officers  of  the 
army.     Were  the  officers  of  every  corps  and  grade 
possessed  of  equal  merit  and  claims  on  the  public, 
for  length  and  importance  of  their  service,  bui  lit- 
tle inconvenience  could  result  from  adopting  the 
most  rigid  construction;  but,  as  that  cannot  be  ex- 
pected,  it  was  obviously  advantageous,  botn  to  the 
public  service  and  the  officers,  that  a  more  liberal 
construction  should   be  adopted.     Un'Ier  a  rigid 
construction,  many  cases  of  great  hardship  would 
have  occurred.     Not  to  notice  many  others,  su3h  a 
construction  wotild    have  disbanded  two   gsn?ral 
officers  (generals  Macomb  and  Atkinson)  of  grat 
merit,   and   having   strong   claims  on    tiie  public, 
which,  from  the  necessity  of  tlie  case,  could  onlj' 
be  provided  for  in  inferior  grades  and   corps   to 
which  they  did  not  belong,  as  general  officers  are 
not  attached  to  any  particular  corps      Under  tiie 
liberal  construction  adopted,  and  which  was  fully 


asitcoujdbe  done  with  propriety,  cases  of  great 
hardship,  such  as  that  of  lieutenant  colonel  Lind- 
sav,  and  the  others  connected  with  it. 

It  only  remains  to   consider  the  case  of  colonel 
Towson,  to  whose  appointment  in  tlie  corps  of  ar- 
tillery it  is  objected  by  the  committee,  that  he  did 
not  belong  at  the  time  to  the  line  of  the  army. — 
The  12th  section  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March  last, 
lo  reduce  the  military   establishment,   authorizes 
the  president  to  "arrange  the  officers,  non  commis- 
sioned officers,  artificers,  musicians,  and  privates, 
of  the  several  corps  now  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  sucii  manner  as  to  form  and  complete 
out  of  the  same  the  force  authorized  by  this  act." 
In  considering  the  authority  of  the  president  under 
this  section,  it  became  a  question  with  him  wheth- 
er it  was  the  intention  of  congress  that  each  corps 
should  be  reduced  and  arranged   by  itself,  that  is, 
those  officers  belonging  to  the  corps  of  artillery  or 
infantry  should  be  retained  only  in  the  artillery  or 
infantry,  as  the  case  mightbe,  in  their  proper  grades, 
and  so  in  relation  to  the  several  branches  vf  staff, 
or  that  a  more  liberal  construction  should  be  given. 


so  that  the  oflicers  of  the  several  corps  /night  be  j 


former  reduction,  colonel  Towson,  the  paymaster 
general  at  the  time  of  the  late  reduction,  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  president  to  fill  the  rank  of  colonel 
in  one  of  the  regiments  of  artillery  created  by  the 
act  reducing  the  army,  and  being  consequently  an 
original  vacancy.     The  army  regulation  provides 
(see  4th  article  of  the  regulations)  that  such  vacan- 
cies may  be  filled  by  selection,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  president;  and  there  is  in  the  act  for  reducing 
the  army  no  limitation  on  the  power  of  the  presi- 
dent in  filling  the  original  vacancies  under  the  act, 
which  would  restrain  him  in  his  selection,  either  to 
the  line  or  to  the  staff.     The  only  limitation  in  this 
particular,  which    can  he  inferred  from  the  act,  is, 
that  the  selection  should  not  extend  beyond  the 
military  establishment,  which  comprehends  the  pay 
depart -nent  as  a  portion  of  the  stalf.     Under  these 
impressions,  the  president  did  not  hesitate  to  ap- 
point colonel  Towson  to  the  command  of  one  of 
the  new  regiments  of  artillery,  it  being  a  corps  in 
which  he  had  in   the  late  war  acquired  great  ex- 
i  perience    and    reputation,   both    for  himself  and 
j  countr}'.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
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Thursday,  April  25,  1822.  Mr.  Williams  of  Ten- 
ressee,  from  the  committee  on  military  afiairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  army  nominations,  and  the 
two  messages  of  the  president  on  that  subject,  re- 
jiorted  as  follows: 

Tliat  they  have  carefully  examined  the  reductions 
of  the  army,  made  in  18U2  and  1815,  fertile  purpose 
of  discovermg  if  there  were  precedents  v/iiich 
would  justify  the  course  pursued  in  the  reduction 
of  1821.  The  result  of  the  examination  is,  tliat  the 
three  acts  &1  congress  are  substantially  the  same, 
but  the  practice  under  them  has  been  widely  differ- 
ent. In  1802,  Mr.  Jetlerson  executed  the  law 
strictly.  In  1815,  Mr.  .'ladison  departed  from  the 
law,  by  retaining  officers  in  a  grade  below  the  rank 
they  for.meily  held  in  the  army;  and,  in  1821,  Kot 
only  was  the  precedent  of  1815  pursued,  but  prin 


found  that  the  exception  relied  upon  by  the  presi- 
dent, is  an  interpolatioji,  and  is  not,  in  the  original, 
submitted  to  congress  when  that  body  was  called  on 
last  session  to  enact  these  regulations  into  law.  The 
president,  however,  submits  lo  the  senate  for  con- 
firmation  only  the  names  of  the  officers  on  the  list 
accompanying  the  message.  On  examining  this 
list,  the  name  of  colonel  Lind~ay  is  not  to  be  found. 
It  is,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  not 
competent  for  the  senate,  at  this  time,  to  control 
this  illegal  transfer. 

The  committee,  cfrf^amining  the  new  register  of 
the  army,  find  many  irregularities,  and  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  one  in  the  inspectors  department.  The 
5th  section  of  the  act,  passed  the  2nd  of  March, 
1821,  to  reduce  and  fix.  the  military  peace  establish- 
ment, provides  that  there  sliall  be  two  inspectors 


ciples  v/ere  introduced   unknown    to  our  military    general,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  of  co 


code.  The  provisions  of  the  law  of  the  2nd  March, 
1821,\Tere  disregarded  in  many  particulars.  The 
committee  have  examined  the  argument  in  the  mes- 
EagT,  which  is  intended  to  justify  the  transfer  of  col. 
I-*nds;iy  from  the  infacitry  to  the  artillery,  subsequent 


lonels  of  cavalry.  The  terms  of  the  act  in  relation 
to  tliese  two  officers  are  precisely  the  same;  but  a 
construction  has  been  given  to  the  act  very  differ- 
ent as  regards  these  two  officers.  One  of  them, 
colonel  Wool,  is  in  service,  -ifithovt,  and  the  other, 


to  the  1st  of  June,  1821,  and  have  formed  an  opmion    colonel  Archer,  7(v'//i  lineal  rank.  This  arrangement 


dilferer.t  from  that  entertained  by  the  president 
The  transfer  is  attempted  to  be  supported  on  the 
exception  alleged  to  exist  in  ihe75'il(  article  of  the 
ralesand  regulations  established  forthe  government 
f.C  the  army,  v.lnch  article  is  in  the  following  words: 
"The  trai-.si(-r  of  officers  will  only  be  made  by  the 
war  department,  in  orders,  on  the  mutual  applica- 
tion of  the  parlies,  exrejit  in  exlrnsrdiimry  cmes 


IS  calculated  to  produce  great  sensibility  among  the 
officers  of  the  army,  and  to  embarrass  the  service. 

On  the  list  accon\panying  the  message  of  the  17tti 
of  .Tanuary,  colonel  Towson  is  nominated  to  the  se- 
nate in  the  following  words:  "Second  regiment  ar- 
tillery, Natlwn  Towson,  late  captain  light  artillery, 
to  be  colnne!  1st  .T'lne,  1821."  This  nomination 
shows,  what  is  the  fact,  that  colonel  Towson,  some 


See  6.3d  article  of  war.     Nor  shall  any  olticer  be  i  years  ago,  was  a  captain  in  the  light  artillery,  which 


transferred  into  a  regiment  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
rank  of  .any  officer  thereof.  When  officers  are 
transferred  at  their  own  request,  the  order  for 
change  of  station  will  specify  the  fact."  On  refer- 
ring to  the  f)3d  article,  v.hicli  is  in  the  following 
v.'>ids:  "The  {\:ncti;;ns  of  the  engineers  being  ge- 
nerally confined  to  the  most  elevated  branch  of  mi 


odice  he  resigned  before  he  was  appointed  paymas- 
ter general.  It  is  usual  both  in  tlie  army  and  naval 
nominations  to  state  the  form.er  rank  of  the  officers, 
to  enable  the  senate  to  determine  whetiier  their  pro- 
motions are  regular  and  according  to  the  principles 
of  seniority.  If  this  description  of  colonel  To  vson's 
former  rank  in  the  army  v/as  given  with  this  view,  it 
is  evident  tliat  the  promotion  is  irregular,  because  it 


Jitary  st;icrce,t'.iey  uvt  not  to  assume,  nor  are  tnej 

Kuhjectto  be  ordered  on  any  duty  beyond  the  line  1  is  to  the  prejudice  of  all  the  officers,  up.der  the 
of  their  immediate  profe.ssinn,  except  by  the  special  grade  of  a  colonel,  who  ranked  this  j^entleman 
order  of  the  prissidcnt  of  the  United  States;  but  whilst  he  was  an  ofRcer  in  the  artillery.  The  pre- 
they  are  to  receive  every  mark  of  respect  to  which  1  sident  in  his  message  does  net  rest  the  claims  of  co- 


theirrank  in  the  army  may  entitle  them,  respective 
Iv,  and  are  liable  to  be  transftrre'l,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  president,  from  one  corps  to  another,  regard 
being  p:dd  to  rank."  It  will  be  seen  that  this  article, 
relates  exclusively  to  the  engineer  coips,  and  con- 
sequently there  is  no  legal  authority  for  the  trans- 
t'f.T  of  coloiifil  Lindsp.y,  from  the  infantry  to  ^he  ar- 
tillery.    The  75lh  ariicle,  referred  to  by  the  presi- 
dent, determines  the  pi'inciple,  and  in  fact  the  rul^"; 
by  v.hich  transfers  can  be  iawfniiy  made.     The  arti- 
cle provides,  "  that  the  transfer  of  officer  will  only 
be  made  by  the  war  department,  in  orders,  on  the 
p.nplication  of  the  parties,  except  in  rxtraortUnary 
cases.     See  6od  article  of  war,"  Sec.     It  is  not  pre- 
tended, in  this  case,  that  the  parties  .applied  tor  a 
transfer.     But  on  the  contrary,  the  tran.sfer  gave 
great  displeasure,  because  it  took  away  iVie  rank  and 
tlie  right  of  promotion  from  all  the  officers  under 
colonel  Lindsay  in  the  corps  of  artillery,  and  gave 
to  the  infantry  officers  a  fictitious  rank  to  which  they 
were  not  entitled. 

Independently  of  this  view  of  the  subject,  which 
the  committee  cor.sider  conclusive,  there  is  another  I  one  of  the  orpn  of  the  army,-  that  he  was  a  salary 
ground  which  places  this  q-jcstion  beyond  the  po.ssi- 1  ofncer  under  bond  and  security;  and  the  duties  re- 
bilily  of  doubt.  During  the  last  session  of  congress, '  quired  of  him  were  those  of  the  quill,  and  not  of 
the  book  cf  regulations  was  printed,  and  each  mem- !  the  sword.     The   12th  section  of  the  act  of  2nfl 


lonel  Tow.son  to  the  command  of  a  regiment  on  the 
ground  taken  in  tiie  list  of  of  nominations,  but  fur- 
ther insists,  that  tlie  pay  department,  being  a  part 
of  the  military  establishment,  within  the  meaning 
of  the  act  of  2nd  March,  \d>2\, "constituted  one  of  the 
corps  of  tUe  army,"  -inA  it  was  competent  for  him, 
under  the  provision?  of  said  act,  to  appoint  colonel 
Towson  to  the  commatid  of  one  of  the  regiments  of 
of  artillery;  colonel  Towson  having  resigned  the 
captaincy,  which  he  formerly^held  m  the  army,  and 
accepted  the  ofHre  of  paymaster  gener:d. 

The  message  does  not  furnish  the  rule  whereby 
lie  was  translated  from  the  pay  dep.artment  to  the 
command  of  a  regiment,  in  preference  to  his  old 
rank  of  captain,  or  to  a  majority,  or  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  colonel.  1  he  message  not  having  fur- 
nished a  rule  on  this  subject,  the  committee  were 
compelied  to  look  into  the  Jaw  and  fortner  usagd; 
and  they  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  pay-mas- 
ter general  could  not  legally  be  transferred  from 
that  situation  to  the  command  of  a  company,  bat- 
talion or  regiment,  and  that  he  did  not  constitute 


ber  furnished  with  a  copy.  Ey  compr.ringtbe  75ih 
article  in  this  book  with  the  same  article  in  the  hock 
lately  ;printed  for  the  use  of  the  arm],  it  will  b'^ 


Vlarch,  1821,  is  in  the  following  words:  "Sec.  12. 
Ar.d  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president  of 
the  Vrrtetl  States  cscse  to  be  arranged,  the  ojicers. 
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non-commission  officers,  artificers,  musicians  and 
privates,  ot  the  several  corps  now  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  in  such  manner  as  to  form  and 
complete  out  of  the  same  the  firce  autliorized  by 
this  act,  and  cause  the  super nuinevary  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  artificers,  musicians  and  pri- 
vates, to  be  discharged  from  tlie  service  of  the 
United  States."  The  question  arises,  on  the  con- 
struction of  this  section,  whether  "the  pat/  depart- 
ment constituted  one  of  the  corps  of  the  army,"  out  of 
which  the  president  was  required  to  arrange  and 
complete  the  force  retained  by  said  act.  The  com- 
mittee hold  the  negative  of  this  proposition,  and 
rely  upon  the  law  of  the  land  and  military  usage, 
to  sustain  them  in  tliis  position. 

It  is  provided  in  the  6lh  section  of  the  act  of  the 
24th  April,  1816,  that  all  paymasters,  commissaries 
and  storekeepers,  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and 
articles  of  war,  in  the  same  manner  as  commissioned 
officers:  Provided,  also,  that  all  officers  of  the  pay 
and  commissary  departments  be  submitted  to  the 
senate  for  their  confirnriation,  in  the  same  manner 
as  tiie  officers  of  the  army. 

Here  are  but  two  points  wherein  the  three  class- 
es cf  officers,  above  enumerated,  are  likened  unto 
oj^cen  of  the  army.  But  these  apparent  assimila- 
tions are  not  confined  alone  to  these  public  agents. 
Officers  of  maiines,  when  on  shore,  are  subject  to 
the  "rules  and  articles  of  war;"  and  judges,  foreign 
ministers,  and  most  other  officers  under  the  fede- 
ral government,  are  submitted  to  tlie  senate  for 
confirmation.  To  be  classed,  therefore,  with  the  ofTi- 
cers  of  the  army,  so  as  to  come  v/ithin  the  obvious 
meaning  of  the  above  recited  12th  section  of  llie 
act  of  the  2d  March,  1821,  the  paymaster  general 
should  be  clothed,  by  law,  with  other  and  more  im- 
portant military  properties  than  the  two  above- 
mentioned.  But  the  president,  in  his  message,  in- 
sists that  the  pay  department  is  a  pari  of  the  mili- 
tary establishment.  This  is  admitted.  Mihtary 
establishment  is  a  comprehensive  term,  and  in- 
cludes every  one  subject  to  mailial  law.  By  recur- 
ring, however,  to  the  12th  seciion  of  the  act  before 
cited,  the  words  "military  establishment"  are  not 
to  be  found.  The  terms  used  are,  "the  seveial 
corps  now  in  service,"  out  of  which  he  was  to  "nr- 
ran^e"  the  force  retained  by  the  act.  Admitting 
the  paymaster  general  to  be  a  staff  officer,  his  du- 
ties are  of  a  civil  character,  and  may  be  classed 
with  the  commissary  of  purchases,  the  surgeon- 
general,  chaplains,  storekeepers,  waggon  masters, 
sutlers,  &c.  These  officers  have  neither  rank  nor 
command  in  the  army.  They  have  no  prescribed 
uniform;  nor  do  they  wear  either  sword  or  epau- 
lettes. Their  duties  are  peaceful.  They  are  non- 
combatants.  In  civilized  warfare,  if  taken  prison- 
ers,  they  would  be  liberated  like  other  citizens: 
and  the  laws  and  usages  of  service  distinctly  mark 
their  civil  character.  Army  corps  signifies  a  body 
of  forces;  not  civil,  but  warlike  forces;  such  as 
have  prescribed  uniforms  and  epaulettes,  "wear 
fcwords  or  carry  arms,  such  as  muskets  and  bayonets, 
with  which  they  meet  and  combat  the  enemy  in  the 
field.  Major  generals,  brigadier  generals,  adjutant 
and  inspector  generals,  and  the  like,  properly 
speaking,  constitute  the  staff  of  the  army.  They 
have  command  and  "assimilated  rank"  in  the  army. 
They  are  men  at  arms  and  wear  prescribed  uni- 
forms, swords  and  epaulettes;  and  the  laws  and 
usages  of  service  distinctly  mark  their  warlike  and 
military  character.  'I'he  argument  in  the  message 
that  the  president  had  the  whole  range  of  the  mili- 


tary establishment,  out  of  which  he  could,  at  plea- 
sure,  select  the  commanders  of  regiments,  if  it 
prove  any  thing,  proves  too  much.  It  has  already 
been  shown  that  this  is  a  comprehensive  term,  and 
it  includes  not  only  paymasters,  surgeons,  chaplains, 
storekeepers,  sutlers,  Sic.  but,  also,  all  retainers  of 
the  army  who  are  subject  to  martial  law.  Accord= 
ing  to  the  usages  of  service,  the  president  could, 
with  tiie  same  military  propriety,  arrange  any  one 
of  these  civil  ciiaracters  to  the  command  of  regi- 
ments, as  he  could  transfer  colonel  Towson  from 
the  pay  to  the  military  department. 

In  the  sixth  paragraph  of  the  third  article  of  the 
army  regulations,  it  is  provided,  that  "No  officer  of 
the  staff,  not  having  lineal  rank,  or  rank  assimilat- 
ed thereto,  shall  command  any  officer  whatever 
having  such  rank,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
former  shall  be  subordinate  to  the  latter,  under  the 
following  restrictions:  1st,  the  commissary  general 
of  purchases,  the  surgeon  general,  the  paymaster 
general,  and  the  apothecary  general,  to  general  offi^ 
cers  only,"  8tc.  Here  a  clear  distinction  is  taken 
between  officers  of  the  army  having  rank,  and 
staff  officers  having  no  rank:  the  latter,  to  wit,  pur- 
chasing commissaries,  the  surgeon,  paymaster  and 
apothecary  generals,  are  prohibited  froiri  command- 
ing even  a  second  lieutenant. 

The  position  taken  by  the  committee,  in  behalf  of 
the  army,  is  applicable  to  the  navy  also.  The  duties 
of  a  purser  in  the  navy  are  analogous  to  the  duties 
of  a  paymaster  in  the  army.  The  principle  which 
would  justify  the  appointment  of  a  paymaster  to 
command  a  regiment,  would  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  purser  to  command  one  of  our  ships  of 
tiie  line,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  long  list  of  gallant 
officers,  who  liave,  by  their  valor,  acquired  so  much 
renown  lor  the  country. 

In  the  8th  sec.  of  the  1st.  art.  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  provided,  that  congress 
shall  have  power  "to  make  rules  for  the  goverr.- 
ment  and  regulation  of  the  land  and  naval  forces." 
In  virtue  oftiiis  power,  congress  have  directed, 
both  in  the  land  and  naval  service,  tliat  promotion 
shall  be  according  to  seniority.  This  principal  has 
heretofore  bt-en  lieldsacrtd.  The  aimy  and  navy 
were  created  tor  national  purposes.  By  adhering 
to  the  principle  oi  pioinoliou,  whicli  is  coeval  with 
their  existence,  they  will  retain  their  national 
character.  The  individuals  who  compose  these 
arms  of  national  defence,  have  rights  secured  by 
law;  and  when  these  rights  are  violated  it  is  their 
privilege  to  appeal  to  the  tribunals  of  the  country 
for  redress,  (as  many  officers  have  done  on  this 
occasion  to  the  senate,)  as  a  part  of  the  executive 
council  of  the  nation.  A  tieparture  from  this  prin- 
ciple would  have  the  most  fatal  effect.  It  would 
verify  the  adage,  that  one  campaign  to  Washing- 
ton was  worth  two  upon  the  lines.  A  system  of 
favoritism  in  promotion  would  supply  the  place 
of  law  and  regulation.  The  army  and  navy,  instead 
of  retaining  their  7iational  character,  would  become 
the  creatures  of  the  executive.  Men  of  honor, 
whose  rights  had  been  violated,  would  be  driven 
from  the  service,  and  those  only  retained  who 
would  patiently  submit  to  any  indignity.  An  army 
and  navy  composed  of  such  materials,  in  times  less 
virtuous  than  the  present,  would  be  dangerous 
instruments  in  the  hands  of  those  who  would  have 
the  power  to  wield  them.  The  committee  believe 
that  both  law  and  policy  unite  in  resisting  every 
attempt  to  introduce  such  doctrines  in  our  service. 
[to  be  concluded.] 
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O^The  readers  of  the  Register  will  please  to 
recollect  that,  as  stated  in  our  last,  this  halt"  sheet  is 
gratuitous,  to  complete  the  time  of  the  volume  and 
finish  the  proceedings  of  the  senate  on  certain  mili- 
tary appointments,  to  which  we  expect  to  have  oc- 
casion to  recur  hereafter.  Thus  circumslanced,  and 
limilted  for  room,  we  have  no  great  variety  to  oiier 
to  our  friends,  though  the  proclamaticu  of  the  pre- 
sident about  the  opening  of  the  West  India  ports, 
is  an  important  article. 


^*' Executive  Proceedings" — concluded.} 
The  great  object  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March, 
1821,  was  to  reduce  and  not  to  increase  the  military 
jtbrce  of  the  country.  But,  with  the  view  of  im- 
proving the  organization  of  the  artillery,  the  bat- 
talions  were  converted  into  regiments,  and  tour  co- 
lonelcies were  created.  But  it  is  denied  that  the 
oHice  of  adjutant  general  was  created  by  that  act, 
as  will  be  hereafter  shown.  'I  he  question  again 
recurs,  whether  these  four  offices  were  to  be  tilled 
by  officers  then  in  service,  or  by  citizens,  or  by  rion- 
combattant  staff"  officers.  The  president  insists  that 
he  had  the  right  to  till  those  offices  from  the  latter 
description  of  persons.  The  committee  hold  the 
negati\e  of  that  position.  Before  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  there  were  ele- 
ven regiments  in  service,  to  wit:  one  of  riHemen, 
one  of  ordnance,  one  of  light  artillery,  and  eight 
of  infantry.  By  said  act,  eleven  regiments  were 
retained,  to  wit:  four  of  artillery  and  seven  of  in- 
fantry. By  the  third  section  of  the  act,  the  corps 
ef  engineers  was  retained  as  then  organized.  When 
it  is  remembered  that,  before  the  passage  of  the 
act,  there  were  eleven  regiments,  und  the  same  num- 
ber were  retained  by  the  act,  it  is  a  fair  presump- 
tion that  all  the  colonels,  lieutenant  colonels,  and 
majors,  were  intended  to  be  retained.  This  pre- 
sumption is  strengthened,  when  it  is  distinctly  re- 
collected that  this  exposition  was  given  of  the  act 
by  the  committee  who  reported  it,  when  the  bill 
was  discussed  in  the  senate.  By  recurring  to  the 
11th  section  of  the  act,  this  question  rests  no  longer 
on  presumption,  but  is  made  manifest  by  positive 
law.  The  lllh  section  is  in  the  following  words: 
"That  the  officers,  non  commissioned  officers,  arti- 
ficers, musicians  and  privates,  retained  by  this  act, 
except  those  specially  provided  for,  shall  have  the 
same  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  as  are  provided 
in  like  cases  by  existing  laws;  and  that  the  force 
authorized  and  continued  \n  service  under  this  act, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war." 
The  12th  section  of  the  act  before  referred  to,  di- 
rects that  "the  president  cause  to  be  arranged  the 
officers,  8cc.  of  the  several  corps  no-w  in  service,  in 
such  manner  as  to  form  and  complete  out  of  the  same, 
the  force"  authorized  by  the  act.  The  word  ai-- 
rayige  signifies  ''to  put  in  proper  order  for  any  pur- 
pose," The  purpose  was  to  reduce  the  army  to  the 
standard  pointed  out  by  the  preceding  sections  of 
the  act,  and  to  put  in  proper  order  the  officers,  &c. 
^'retained"  by  said  act.  The  committee  believe 
they  cannot  be  mistaken  in  this  conclusion;  and 
that  the  term  arrange  does  not  mean  to  create,  and 
put  out  of  order,  as  it  has  been  interpreted  in  the 
late  reduction  of  the  army.  The  words  of  the  act 
in  relation  to  the  four  reeiraents  of  artjUerv,  are 
Yo*.  XXII. 37.  ■       ' 


the  same;  but  a  construction  has  been  given  lo  it 
widely  different.  It  hasbeen  madfc  to  mean  *Ho  put 
in  order,"  as  regards  the  1st  and  3d,  ana  to  "create 
and  put  out  of  order,"  as  relates  to  the  2d  and  4ttl 
regi  nents.  Colonel  Porter,  who  takes  rank  trom 
the  12th  of  March,  1812,  is  ^'arranged"  to  the  Ist 
regiment  of  artillery,  and  colonel  Armistead,  who 
takes  rank  Irom  the  12tli  November,  1818,  is  "ar. 
panged"  io  tiie  3d.  But  colonels  Towson  and  Fen- 
wick  are  "appointed"  to  tlie  2d  and  4ih  regiments, 
taking  rank  trom  the  Isi  of  June,  1821.  '1  he  pre- 
sident's message  of  tiie  4th  of  April,  1822,  when 
treating  of  t!ie  reginu-nt  of  light  artillery,  formerly 
commanded  by  colonel  Porter,  says,  "that  regiment 
wa»  reduced,  and  all  ns  parts  reorganized  in  ano- 
ther form,  and  with  other  duties;  being  incorporat- 
ed into  the  four  new  regiments,  the  commander 
was  maiuftslly  displaced  and  incapabie  of  taking 
the  comrtiand  of  either  of  the  new  regiments,  or 
any  station  in  theai,  until  he  should  be  authorized 
to  do  so  by  a  new  appoiiilmenl."  The  committee 
dissent  from  this  proposition,  and  contend  that  the 
intLrpretatioa  first  given  by  the  president  to  the 
12th  section  of  the  act,  so  iar  as  relates  lo  this  offi- 
cer, was  the  correct  construction,  and  that  he  was 
authorized  to  "arrange"  colonel  Porter  to  the  cora- 
mand  of  either  of  the  regiments  of  artillery,  as  he 
did  ^'arrange"  him  to  the  tirst,  without  a  re  appoint- 
ment or  nomination  to  the  senate,  and  that  colonel 
Porter  was  in  the  legal  discharge  of  his  official  du- 
ties,  under  the  commission  which  he  had,  long 
before  the  reduction  of  the  army.  The  twelfth 
section  of  the  act  authorized  the  president,  after 
arranging  the  ofiicers,  &c.  out  of  the  former,  so  as 
ito  complete  out  of  the  same  the  retained  army,  to 
cause  the  "supernumerary"  officers  to  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  service  of  the  United  States.  By  the 
13th  section  of  the  act,  it  is  provided  "that  there 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  each  commissioned 
officer,  discharged  froni  tlie  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  three  month's  pay, 
in  addition  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  to  which 
he  may  be  entitled  by  law,  at  the  time  of  his  dis- 
charge." The  word  "supernumerary"  signifies 
above  a  stated  number.  The  o'oject  of  the  act  was 
reduction,  and  when  the  new  standard  was  com- 
plete, by  arranging  horn  among  tlie  materials  oa 
hand, the  residue,  or  "supernumerary"  officers  were 
to  be  discharged,  with  three  months  gratuitous 
pay.  To  discliarge  an  officer  legally,  aud  pay  him 
three  months  additional  pay,  he  must  have  been  "in 
service,"  in  the  former  army,  and  no  place  for  hirn  in 
the  reduced  army.  He  would  then,  and  then  only, 
be  "a  supernumerary,"  according  to  the  provisiona 
of  the  act,  and  then  only  he  could  be  disciarged  in 
pursuance  of  the  act.  The  committee  regret  to  say, 
that  several  officers  of  great  merit,  who  would  not 
suffer  by  a  comparison  with  those  retained,  have 
been  discharged  with  gratuitous  pay,  on  the  alleged 
ground  that  they  were  "supernumeraries,"  or  that 
there  was  no  place  provided  for  them  under  the 
law,  when,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  to  the  places  pio- 
vided  for  them  bylaw,  others,  not  contemplated  by 
the  act,  were  appointed.  The  message  assui^iea 
the  ground,  that  congress  could  "not,  under  tlie 
constitution,  restrain  the  free  selection  of  ihe  pre- 
sident, from  the  »vhole  body  of  bis  lellow'  ulUzaas, 
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to  appoint  to  these  places."  The  constitution  of;  it  proper  to  pause  and  seriously  to  reflect,  before 
the  United  States  provides,  that  "congress  shall  they  give  their  assent  to  the  doctrines  advanced  in 
have  power  to  make  rales  for  the  goveniiHent  and   the  raessage,  whereby  th:;  president  would  be  sus 


regulation  of  the  land  and  naval  forces."     Under 
this  article  of  the  constitution,  it  is  competent  for 
congress  to  make  such  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government   of  the  army  and  navy,  as  they  may 
think  will  promote  the  service       fhis  power  has 
been  exercised  from  the  foundation  of  our  govern- 
ment, in  relation  to  the  army  and  navy.     Congress 
have  fixed  the  rule  iit  promotions  and  appointments. 
Everj'  promotion  is  a  new  appninlment,  ami  issub- 
Oiitted  to  tiie  si  nate  for  confirmation.     In  the  seve- 
ral reductions  of  the  army  and  navy,  congress  have 
fixed  the  rules  of  reduction:  and  no  executive, 
lieretoforc,  has  denied  this  power  in  'congress,  or 
hesitated  to  execute  such  rules  as  were  prescribed. 
The  president  "approved"  and  sigiidd  tiie  act  of 
the  2d  March,  1821,  and,  at  that  time,  made  no  de- 
claration of  an  opinion  that  the  law  was  unconsti 
tutional,  and  thereby  sanctioned  its  constitutionali- 
ty.    Having  given  his  assent  to  this  law,  the  com- 
mittee believe  he  is,  as  well  as  all  others,  bound  by 
it.      The  committee  will  not  dispute  the  h-gal  pow- 
er of  the  president  to  discharge  an  officer  from 
the  land  or  naval  service;  but,  in  such  case,  the 
officer  discharged  would  not  be  entitled  to  three 
months'  additional  pay,  which  has  been  paid  to  all 
the  officers  who  have  been  put  out  of  the  service 
in  the  late  reduction.     There  is,  therefore,  no  pre- 
tence for  saying,  as  has  been  urged,  that  the  presi- 
dent exercised  his  constitution:*!  power  in  disciiarg- 
ing  several  officers.     He  says  himself,  he  acted  '  ?« 
pursuance"  of  the  law.    In  the  second  section  of  the 
second  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  it  is  provided,  "That  the  president  shall  have 
power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate,  to  appoint  all  officers  of  the  United  States 
whose  appointments  are  not  therein  othevuise  pro- 
vided for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law." 
By  the  construction  heretofore  given  to  '.his  article, 
the  senate  had  the  same  power,  and  the  same  range 
of  discretion  to  withhold  their  ^'advice"  and  "co?i- 
sent,'"  that  the  president  had  to  nominate;  and  the 
senate  would  abuse  the  trust  confided  to  them,  if 
they  were  to  ratify  nominations,  when  either  policy 
or  law  required  their  rejection.     In  the  message 
accompanying  the    "re-nominations"    of   colonels 
Towson  and  Gadsden,  it  is  urged,  that  "if  an  officer 
may  be  reduced  and  arrajtged  from  one  corps  to 
another  by  an  entire  change  of  grade,  requiring  a 
new  commission  and  a  nomination  to  the  senate, 
there  is  no  reason  why  an  officer  may  not  be  ad 
vanced'm  like  manner;"  and  the  example  of  1815  is 
relied  upon  in  support  of  this  position.     It  is  true 
that,  in  the  reduction  of  1815,  the  law  was  depart, 
ed  from  in  the  instance  of  retaining  an  officer  in  a 
grade  below  the  rank  he  had  before  held  in  the 
army.     A  great  proportion  of  the  officers  in  1815, 
were  retained  on  this  principle;  and  when  their 
names  were  submitted  to  tlie  senate,  a  considerable 
time  after  the  reduction  had  been  made,  that  body, 
with  much  hesitation,  lent  a  reluctant  assent  to  the 
arrangement,  without  supposing  that  this  depar- 
ture would  be  set  up  as  a  justification  for  another 
Still  more  dangerous  to  the  rights  and  character  of 
the  army.      Ihe  principle  of  razeeing  having  been 
recognized  in  1815,  the  senate,  under  the  autho- 
rity  of  that  precedent,  in  the  reduction  of  1821, 
have  ratified  the  nominations  of  generals  Macomb 
and  Atkinson,  and  major  Dallaba,  officers  who  were 
razeed.     The  senate  having,  by  their  decision  in 
the  reduction  of  1821,  gone  as  far  as  the  prece- 
dents of  1815  would  justify,  tlie  Gomioittee  tjiunk 


taiaed  in  ad-otincing  second  lieutenants  to  the  head 
of  our  regimenis,  and  midshipmen  tothecommanfl 
of  our  ships  of  the  line,  to  the  exclusion  of  colonels 
and  naval  commanders  who  are  in  service  under  the 
law. 

It  is  correctly  stated  in  the  message,  that  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  1815,  contains  tiie  words 
"corps  of  troops,'^  and  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act 
of  1821,  uses  the  term  "corps,"  out  of  which  the 
force  retained  was  to  be  constituted.  It  is  conceded 
that  omission  had  an  object.  Out  it  was  not  in^ 
tended  that  that  omission  should  give  to  the  pre- 
sident  a  witler  range,  or  place  his  discretion  above 
the  provisions  of  tlie  law,  but  was  designed  alone 
to  improve  the  phraseology  oi  the  section,  by  omit- 
ting a  superfluous  word,  without  aifecting  the  ob- 
vious meaning  of  tfiat  secUon.  If  it  were  necessary 
further  to  prove  that  the  pay  department  docs  not 
constitute  one  of  the  "corps"  of  the  army  out  of 
which  the  army  retained  was  to  be  composed,  the 
committee  would  refer  to  the  commission  issued  to 
Mr.  Brent,  late  paymaster,  and  signed  by  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson: and  also  to  the  fact,  that  this  officer  ha.s 
heretofore  been  placed  on  the  civil  list  in  the  dif- 
ferent appropria  ion  bills.  These  circumstances 
also  distinctly  mark  his  ci\il  character. 

If  the  committee  should  be  mistaken  in  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  views  before  presented,  and  they 
feel  confident  they  are  not,  there  is  a  document 
an>ong  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  g;  nerai 
officers,  which,  independent  of  all  other  facts  and 
arguments,  proves,  iacontestibiy,  that  the  construc- 
tion put  by  the  committee  on  the  act  is  the  correct 
one,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  tlie  board  of  ge- 
neral officers,  charged  vrith  the  reduction  of  the 
army,  were  not  regulated  either  by  the  provisions 
of  the  law,  or  by  any  construction  of  it.  The  dc^ 
ctiment  is  in  the  following  words: 

"The  board  of  general  oncers,  of  -which  major  gC' 
neral  Sro^an  is  president,  being  of  opinion  thut  coloneh- 
Wadsxvorth,  Bissell,  King,  and  Smith,  should  not  be 
retained,  beg  leave,   respectfully,  to  recommend,  that 
brigadier  general  Jltkinson  be  arranged  to  the  office  of 
adjutant  general;  that  general  Parker  be  appointed  ^ 
the  r-ffice  of  paymaster  general,  and  that  colo7iels  'J'o-k^ 
son  and  Bomford  be  appointed  colonels  of  artillery. 
"JACOB  BROWN,  President. 
"Jpril  13,  1821." 
It  is  thus  seen  that  the  board  of  general  officer^, 
who  were  called  in  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  the 
law  to  reduce  the  army  and  to  "arrange"  each  offi- 
cer to  his  proper  place,  commenced  that  work  by 
recommending  to  the  president  to  put  out  four  of  the 
eleven  colonels  then  in  service.     The  board  did  not 
pretend  that  these  officers  were  "super?iumeraries," 
or  that  it  was  necessary  to  discharge  them  as  such. 
It  is,  therefore,  manifest  they  substituted  their  own 
will  and  pleasure  for  the  rules  prescribed  by  law. 
It  is  in  proof  b'  fore  the  committee,  that  the  origin- 
al paper,  containing  this  recommendation,  was  de- 
posited in   the  adjutant  general's  office  for  safe 
keeping;  and  afterwards,  at  the  request  of  general 
Brown,  it  was  delivered  to  him,  who  immediately 
destroyed  it. 

The  committee  have  examined,  with  great  care, 
the  message  re-nominating  colonel  Gadsden  to  be 
adjutant  general,  and  have  looked  in  vain  for  an 
argument  which  could  convince  them  that  the  de- 
cision lately  made  by  the  senate  was  erroneous.  It 
has  been  urged  "that  general  Atkinson,  who  had 
been  arranged  to  the  office  of  adjutjint  general*  <1% 
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"dined  accepting  it,  and  colont'l  Gadsden  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  president  to  fill  tie  vacancy,  in  con- 
formity to  tlic  provisions  of  the  tenth  section  of  the 
act  of  the  24th  of  April,  1316," 

If  the  provisions  of  this  act  were  inconsistent 
v.'ith  the  provisions  of  the  act,  of  the  id  March, 
1S21,  so  much  of  the  former  act  as  is  so  inconsis. 
tent,  is  repealed  by  the  last  menlioned  act,  and,  of 
lovirse,  the  a[)pointnierit  is  not  supported  by  the 
atithority  relied  on.  But  the  committee  are  in  pos- 
session of  a  copy  of  a  letter  ft'omg-eneral  Atkinson 
to  peneral  Brown,  dated  St.  Louis,  oih  Api  il,  1821, 
in  answer  to  one  which  had  been  written  to  him  on 
that  sul)ject,  in  wliich  fceueral  Atkinson  positively 
declines  acccptirg-  the  ofiice  of  adjutant  grnerul. 
This  letter  v/us  received  by  f^eneral  Brown  on  t!ie 
27th  of  the  eame  momh,  and  before  general  Atkiu- 
f5on  was  arTau<jed  by  the  board  to  the  ofiice  of  ad- 
jutant general.  Wh-en  it  was  known,  pnd'.ively,  that 
genera!  Atkinson  v,ould  not  accept  tiiis  ofiice,  wiiy 
■vvas  he  arranged  to  it?  Tliis  arrangement  was  no- 
minal, and  could  not  have  the  efTect  of  evading  the 
l-iw,  or  creating  a  vacancy  v/hich  did  not  before 
exist.  And  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
tender  of  this  office  to  general  Atkinson,  with  a 
ivnowiedtre  that  he  would  not  accept,  did  not  pro- 
duce a  vacancy,  and  tiiat,  in  deciding  on  the  le- 
;S^ality  of  colonel  Gadsden's  appointment,  this  ar- 
fangemcntof  general  Atkinson  must  he  left  out  of 
view.  The  6tli  section  of  the  act  of  2d  March,  1821, 
is  in  tlie  following  v/ords-.  "That  there  Bball  be  one 
adjutant  general  and  two  inspectors  general,  v/ith 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  colonels  of  ca- 
valry." Before  the  passage  of  the  act  there  was 
one  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  two  inspectors 
jjeneral,  and  two  adjutants  general.  The  object 
of  tiie  act  was  ^•■reduccion,"  a)id,  with  that  view,  the 
office  of  adjutant  and  inspector  general  was  dis- 
pensed with;  and  also  that  of  one  adjutant  general, 
and  the  two  offices  cf  inspector  general,  and  one 
of  adjutant  general  retained.  This  section  having 
retained  tlie  two  ofJict^s  of  inspectors  general,  and 
the  11th  section,  before  cited,  liavinj  reiained  the 
incumbt-nts,  it  was  not  supposed  by  any  one  that 
either  or  both  of  them  could  be  disc!iarged  as  sn- 
pern i/mpraries  uv.der  the  provisions  of  the  act.  l?y 
refeiring  to  the  general  order  of  May  17th,  1821, 
it  will  be  seen  that  those  who  were  charged  with 
the  reduction  of  tlie  army  were  of  this  opinion. 
The  law  left  these  officers  where  it  found  them, 
and  the  gt  neral  order  announced  that  thej'-remain- 
ed  in  the  ofFices  they  before  held.  But  .a  very  dif- 
ferent construction  was  given  to  that  part  of  the 
same  section  v.'hich  relates  to  the  adjutant  general. 
There  were  two  adjutants  general  in  service,  colo- 
nels Butler  and  Jones,  and  the  committee  insist,  by 
3  fair  construction  of  the  act,  one  of  them  was  "re- 
tained,"  and  the  president  was  authorized  only  to 
elect  which  of  the  two  should  be  "discharged''*  as  a 
**siiper  numerary  " 

It  is  contended  m  the  message,  that  this  was  an 
'■'original  vacancy,"  and  it  was  competent  for  the 
president  to  discharge  bot-i  Built  r  and  Jones,  and 
fill  this  office  by  appointing  any  other  person.  As 
the  object  of  the  act  was  to  re'duce  the  army,  and 
not  create  offices,  it  ir,  tuirto  presume  that  excision 
was  intends  d  to  be  applied  only  where  there  was 
an  excess,  either  in  number  or  organization.  This 
rule  was  applied  to  that  part  of  the  same  section 
relating  to  the  inspectors  general.  As  it  regards 
Them,  there  was  no  excess,  and  all  agree  that  they 
were  reiained  by  the  law.  Colonels  Butler  and 
Jfones  had  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  colo- 
^Vtk  of  cavalry;  the  precise  attributes  of  the  adju- 


tant general  secured  to  the  army  by  the  act.  But 
it  is  said  that  the  adjutant  general  of  a  division  was 
deemed  not  to  be  co-ordinate  with  the  adjutant  ge- 
neral of  the  army.  On  the  subject  of  their  duties, 
nothing  has  been  prescribed.  The  laws  are  silent, 
rheirrank,  pay,  and  emoluments  arft  the  same;  and 
there  is  a  perfect  coinciddfice  in  all  their  endow- 
ments. The  fifth  section  of  the  act  provides,  that 
tliere  shall  be  one  major  general  and  two  brigadier 
generals.  There  were  then  in  service  tv.'o  njajor 
generals  and  four  brigadier  generals,  making  an  ex- 
cess of  one  half.  According  to  the  principle  ap- 
plied to  the  adjutant  general,  the  commis.sion  of  % 
m<jor  general  commanding  a  division  is  inferior  to 
!tlie  same  commission  when  the  same  person  com- 
mands tlie  whole  army.  But  the  major  general  of 
tfie  late  norliiern  division  is  now  major  general  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  his  for 
mer  commission.  The  two  cases  are  precisely  simi- 
lar. Tii'.re  were  two  major  generals,  making  an 
excess  of  one:  it  cannot  be  inferred  that  they  were 
bnth  to  be  disbanded,  and  son^e  citizen  or  non-com- 
battant  .9taflf  officer  to  be  appointed  to  command  the 
army.  Perfectly  analogous  is  the  case  of  the  two 
adjutants  general;  but  the  rula  applied  to  them  by 
the  board  has  been  differeFit.  Tiie  major  genera! 
of  the  late  northern  division  now  commands  the 
whole  army:  but  the  two  adjutants  general  are  6o<A 
and  singular  "■siipernumerary  officerSy'"  smd  as  "adjti- 
tavts  generar'  have  both  been  discharged  from  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  The  committee  can- 
not believe  thatt  this  is  a  fair  construction  of  the 
act;  particularly  when  the  board  of  general  officers, 
charged  with  the  reduction  of  the  army,  have  adopt- 
ed a  different  rule  in  their  oiun  case,  which  is  pre- 
cisely parallel  to  the  case  of  the  adjutant  general 
retained,  and  more  especially  when  it  is  distinctly 
remembered  that  the  constraction  now  given  to  the 
sixth  section  of  the  act,  by  the  committee,  is  the 
same  which  it  received  when  the  bill  was  discussed 
on  its  passage  in  the  senate.  It  has  been  further 
insisted  in  support  of  the  "appointment"  of  colonel 
Gadsden,  that  it  was  fully  justified  by  the  retention 
of  colonel  Hayne,  in  1815.  It  is  true,  that  in  1815, 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  there  were  eight  adjutants 
genera!  in  service;  and  it  is  equally  true,  that  the 
law  of  1815,  "reducing  and  fixmg  the  army,"  dis- 
banded tlie  whole  of  them,  not  retaining  even  one^ 
but  the  law  of  1821  says,  "there  shall  be  one  adju- 
tant general,"  with  ail  the  attributes  of  the  two 
officers  of  that  rank  then  in  service. 

In  the  absence  of  law,  therefore,  president  Madi- 
son,  on  his  responsibility,  chose  "provisionally'*  to 
add  to  the  army  what  the  law  had  omitted,  to  wif 
two  adjutants  general.  Tliis  being  the  case,  neither 
of  the  eight  adjutants  general  had  a  rigiit  to  de- 
mand  of  the  executive  places  of  his  own  tempora- 
ry creation.  The  executive  could  select  any  one 
he  chose  to  act  as  arljutanls  general,  as  he  had  ex- 
ercised the  power  of  creating  those  offices.  Colo- 
nel Kayne  could  not  have  been  "retained"  as  in- 
spector gt  neral,  because  that  office  vvas  abolished 
by  law  For  what  purpose  then  can  it  be  said  that 
colonel  Hayne,  inspector  at  the  lime,  was  "retained"^ 
as  adjutant  general.'  It  certainly  cannct  be  toehi» 
cidate  the  subject.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that 
liie  appointment  of  colonel  Gadsden  is  in  no  par- 
ticular  parallel  with  the  appointment  of  colonel 
Hi'yne.  The  latter  aviwedly  was  in  the  absence 
of  all  law  on  that  subject,  and  the  Un'm^^r professed^ 
ly  in  pursuance  of  law.  By  tracing  the  progress 
of  the  principles  for  which  the  comniittee  now  con- 
tend, througlfthe  vicissitudes  of  the  revolu'ionarv 
WRT,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  hasi.'?  of  our  files  for 


4S0    NiLES'  REGISTER— AUGUST  3 1 ,  J 3i2-  EXECUTIVE  PROCEEDINGS. 


the  government  of  the  army  was  established  as 
early  as  the  30th  of  June,  1775,  and  by  these  rules 
"sutlers,  retainers,  and  other  persons  of  the  army," 
(not  being-  soldiers),  were  made  subject  to  the  ar- 
ticles of  war. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  10th  January,  1778,  re- 
ducing  the  number  of*egiments  on  the  continen- 
tal estabhshment,  it  was  directed,  in  order  to  avoid 
just  cause  of  complaint,  as  to  rank,  those  charged 
with  the  reduction  were  confined  as  nearly  as  pos 
sibie  to  the  military  line. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  27th  May,  1778,  it  was  or- 
dained that  aids  decamp,  brigade  majors,  and  quar- 
termasters, hertofore  appointed  from  the  line,  were 
to  hold  their  present  rank,  and  be  admitted  again 
to  the  same,  but  were  not  to  command  any  one  luho 
commamded  them  while  in  the  line. 

On  the  ord  of  October,  1780,  among  other  things 
it  was  directed  for  the  regiments  to  be  raised,-  the 
commander  in  chief  was  to  direct  the  officers  of 
regiments  to  meet  and  agree  upon  the  officers  for 
them  from  among  those  who  inclined  to  serve;  and 
when  it  could  not  be  done  by  agreement,  it  was  to 
be  determined  by  seiiiorily. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1782,  it  had  been  fouml  ne- 
cessary to  reduce  the  lieutenants  of  each  regiment 
to  ten,  and  it  was  provided  that  the  reduction 
should  be  made  from  the  supernumerary  junior 
lieutenants  in  each  regiment. 

On  the  7th  August,  1782,  it  became  necessary 
further  to  arrange  the  army,  according  to  the  re- 
solutions of  the  3d  and  21st  October,  1780,  and  for 
this  purpose,  it  was  provided  that  the  junior  regi- 
ments, should  be  drafted  to  fill  the  senior  regi- 
ments, and  the  commander  in  chief  should  direct 
the  officers  of  the  line  of  each  state  to  meet  and 
agree  who  should  command  the  troops  so  arranged; 
and  when  they  could  not  agree,  the  junior  officers  of 
each  grade  ivere  to  retire.  Under  this  resolution 
it  became  doubtful  whether  a  senior  officer  could 
retire  with  honov,  if  he  would;  and,  on  the  19th 
November,  it  was,  by  another  resolution,  provided 
that  the  senior  officers  o/eacA  .^rar/e  should,  under 
the  act  of  the  7th  August,  be  retained,  and  that 
the  redundant  junior  officers  of  the  several  grades 
should  retire;  but  the  commander  in  chief  permit 
a  se/jjor  to  retire.  The  committee  appeal  with  ve- 
neration to  this  period  of  our  military  history  for 
the  correctness  of  the  doctrines  they  now  contend 
for,  and  cannot  but  mark  the  contrast  between  the 
principles  then  held  sacred,  and  those  which  were 
introduced  in  the  late  reduction  of  the  army. 

(n  the  2d  section  of  the  2d  article  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  it  is  provided,  that  "the 
president  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies 
that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  senate,  by 
granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the 
end  of  their  next  session."  If  the  offices  to  which 
colonels  Towson  and  Gadsden  are  nominated  were 
original  vacancies  created  by  the  act  of  the  2cl 
March,  1821,  the  committee  contend  that  they  were 
not  filled  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  the  consti- 
tution. Tiie  Words  "all  vacancies  that  may  happen 
during  the  recess  of  the  senate,"  evidently  means 
vacancies  occurring  from  death,  resignation,  pro- 
motion, or  removal;  the  word  happen  must  have  re- 
ference to  some  casualty  not  provided  for  by  law. 
Original  vacancies  must  mean  offices  created  by 
law,  and  not  before  filled.  Admitting,  then,  that 
the  offices  to  which  colonels  Towson  and  Gadsden 
are  nominated,  were  original  vacancies  created  by 
the  law  to  reduce  the  arm\",  the  senate  was  then  in 
srsnov,  and  these  nominations  were  not  made  dur- 
i>ig  that  session.    From  whence  then  does  the  pre. 


sident  derive  his  power  to  fill  those  offices  in  the 
recess  of  the  senate?  Certainly  not  from  the  consti- 
tution, because  the  senate  was  in  session  when  the 
law  passed,  and  the  appointments  were  made  after 
the  adjournment  of  congress;  and  he  had  no  power 
to  make  them  in  the  recess,  because  the  vacancies 
did  not  happen  in  the  recess  of  the  senate.  The 
committee  believe  this  is  the  fair  construction  of 
the  constitution,  and  the  one  heretofore  observed. 
For  many  instances  have  occurred  where  offices 
have  been  created  by  law,  and  special  power  was 
given  to  the  president  to  fill  those  offices  in  the 
recess  of  the  senate;  and  no  instance  has  before  oc- 
curred, within  the  knowledge  of  the  committee, 
where  the  president  has  felt  himself  authorized  to 
fill  such  vacancies  without  special  authority  by  law. 
Hence  the  committee  conclude,  from  the  presi-, 
dent's  own  shewing,  that  the  appointments  of  colo- 
nels Towson  and  Gadsden  wera  not  authorized 
either  by  the  constitution  or  law. 

The  committee  take  great  pleasure  in  admitting 
the  merits  of  these  gentlemen,  but  believe  that  this 
consideration  cannot  fairly  enter  into  the  construc- 
tion of  the  law  and  constitution.  But  they  do  not 
admit  that  their  claims  on  the  country  are  superior 
to  those  who  have  been  put  out  of  their  proper 
places  in  the  army,  in  order  that  these  gentlemen 
might  occupy  them.  And,  whilst  the  committee 
forbear  entering  into  a  comparative  view  of  the 
merits  of  all  the  officers  illegally  discharged,  and 
those  put  into  their  places,  they  must  be  permitted 
to  say  that  general  Bissel  entered  the  service,  as  a 
soldier,  about  the  year  1790,  and  for  his  distinguish- 
ed bravery  at  St.  Clair's  defeat,  was  promoted  from 
a  sergeant  to  an  ensign,  and  has  risen  through  every 
rank  to  that  of  a  brigadier  generil  in  the  late  war; 
and  that,  in  every  situation,  he  has  been  distinguish- 
ed for  his  bravery  and  correct  military  conduct. 
Colonel  Smith  has  lately  been  recommended  in  the 
warmest  terms  by  general  Brown  for  the  important 
office  of  governor  of  Florida,  and  has  been  actually 
nominated  by  the  president  to  the  senate  for  the 
office  of  judge  of  that  territory. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  if  those  officers 
meritted  dismissal  in  the  judgment  of  the  board,  the 
reasons  for  their  discharge  should  have  been  stated, 
and  the  necessity  of  the  act  justified;  but  that  it 
cannot  be  correct  to  attribute  it  to  the  operation 
of  the  law  of  1821,  when  the  provisions  of  that  act 
had  no  effect  on  the  measure. 

When  the  committee  add  their  acknowledg- 
ment  to  the  assertion  of  the  merits  of  colonels 
Towson  and  Gadsden,  it  is  proper  they  should  re- 
pel the  inference  that  the  rejection  of  their  nomi- 
nations, by  the  senate,  evinces  a  disregard  of  their 
merits,  or  an  indifference  to  their  just  reward. 
Whether  a  suitable  provision  ought  to  be  made  for 
col.  Towson  is  not  now  tlie  question.  That  was 
done  by  the  act.  By  it  he  was  left  in  the  office  of 
paymaster  general,  a  place  of  distinction  and  su- 
perior emolument.  Colonel  Gadsden,  too,  was  left 
by  the  act  in  the  office  of  inspector  general,  in 
which  he  might  have  heen  continued,  and  the  ne- 
cessity thereby  avoided  of  reducing  colonel  Jones, 
who  liad  been  twice  brevetted  for  distinguished 
gallantry  during  the  late  war,  to  the  rank  of  captain, 
which  he  held  at  its  commencement. 

The  committee  regret  that  there  exists  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  between  the  president  and  senate, 
and  must  express  an  unfeigned  regret  that,  in  the  - 
discharge  of  a  paramount  duty,  they  should  have 
induced  a  suspicion  of  an  arraignment  of  his  mo- 
tives, or  a  want  of  due  consideration  on  their  part, 
of  these  nominations  when  first  presented.     Thp 
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questions  at  issue  are  not  of  a  personal  or  political 
character,  in  which  the  merits  of  the  officers  are  at 
all  concprned,  but  are  of  law  and  constitution. 

On  such  questions  the  president  and  senate 
mig'ht  differ,  as  to  the  hi^r'.iest  judicial  tribunals  of 
our  country,  without  a  suspicion  of  unkind  feelings. 
With  that  disposition  to  harmony  and  good  feel- 
ings,  which  does,  and  is  to  be  hoped  always  will, 
exist  on  the  part  of  the  senate  towards  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  nation,  the  committee  have  care 
fully  examined  the  message  of  the  12th  April,  1822, 
and  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  views  in 
that  message  which  were  not  presented,  and  duly 
considered,  during  the  drjiberati.ns,  which  occu- 
pied the  serious  attention  of  the  senate  for  more 
than  two  months  before  these  nominations  were 
rejected.  However  delicate  the  measure  of  send 
ing  back  to  the  senate  nominations  rejected  by 
them;  Of,  however  lisble  to  abuse  the  practice  in 
other  times  might  become,  the  constitution  does 
not  prohibit  the  president  from  doing  so,  but,  whilst 
jt  imposes  no  restriction  on  his  discretion  in  this 
particular,  the  right  belongs  to  the  senate  to  con- 
firm or  reject  them.  If  a  diflerence  is  thus  produc- 
ed,  the  senate  have  no  means  of  avoiding  it,  and  it 
rests  alone  with  the  president  to  create  or  continue 
such  collisions  at  his  discretion.  Under  the  fore- 
going views,  the  committee  believe  it  to  be  their 
duty^to  submit  to  the  senate  the  following  resolu- 
tion. 

JiesoJved,  That  the  senate  do  not  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  "re  nominations"  of  colonels  Towson 
and  Gadsden. 

Mr  Williams  of  Tennessee,  communicated  to  the 
senate  the  following  deposition: 

Deposition  of's^eneral  Pnrkcr. 
Havln?  been  summoned  liefore  »hp  military  cnramittee  of  tlie 
senate  of  the  United  States,  and  having  been  required  by  tliem 
to  state,  is  a  cH-position.  the  substance  of  my  oral  communicatiop, 
vhich  was  made  in  answer  to  their  inquiries  relative  to  certain 
copies  which  <vere  laid  before  the  secretary  of  war,  with  my  letter 
of  the  ISth  instant,  and  in  relation  to  the  reihiction  of  the  army, 
eonformablv  to  general  orders  of  the  17th  of  May,  1821,1,  Daniel 
Parker,  depose  and  state,  that,  soon  after  the  passage  ot  the  .ict 
to  ndnce  and  fix  the  military  peace  establishment, dated  the  2nd 
of  March,  1«21.  I  understood  the  secretary  of  war  to  say,  that  the 
executive  had  dele rniined  to  otTer  me  the  reduced  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments,  appertaining  to  the  offic-  of  adjutant  general,  in 
which  office  the  same  duties  before  perfirmed  by  me,  as  a'.ljuiaut 
and  inspector  general,  would  be  required,  as  far  as  should  be  found 
consistent  with  the  new  rrganization;  that  the  same  clerks  which 
had  been  autheriwd  by  law,  fur  the  adjutant  and  inspector  gene- 
ral's office,  would  be  continued;  and  tiiat  the  general  officers  to  be 
retained  would  be  called  to  this  city  to  aid  and  advise  in  r.hition 
to  some  parts  of  the  reduction.     The  arrangement,  as  it  related 
to  myself,  was  communicated  by  me,  to  st  least  one  ot  tne  gcne- 
»als.  before  their  board  met  in  April.     During  the  session  of  the 
brard,  I  was  often  ordered,  by  the  secretary  ot  war,  to--make  com- 
munieations 'u  them,  and  I  was  sometimes  called  on  by  the  board 
for  offiejsl  inf  )rmation.  between  the  12th  of  April  and  the  14th  of 
May,  1821.     Their  proc>edingsand  vi^ws  were  not  cominunicated 
to  nie,  further  than  was  necessary  to  enable  me  to  answer  inquiries. 
Two  of  the  members  of  the  hoard,  in  their  individual  and  private 
capacity,  85  I  understooJ,  expressed  to  me  a  wish  that  I  would 
take  the  office  of  paymaster  general,  and  that  such  consent  on  my 
part  would  promote  the  service,  as  it  would  tacilitate  the  desirable 
arrangement  of  making  general  Atkinson  adjutant  general,  and 
«M)Ionel  Towson  a  colonel  of  artillery.     I  had  understood  general 
Atkinson  was  offered  the  6th  regiment,  before  the  board  met, and 
I  stated,  as  well  to  those  gi  nthmen.  as  to  the  secretary  of  war, 
that  several  years  since,  wlien  Atkinson  was  only  colonel,  he  had 
•aid  to  me,  he  would  not  exchange  his  regiment  for  the  office  of 
adjutant  and  inspector  general,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolu- 
ments of  hrifradier  general,  an  that,  of  course,  I  was  convinced  he 
would  not  now  take  it  with  reduced  rank,  &c.    When  the  papers 
were  nut  into  my  hands  by  the  secretary  of  war,  directing  me  to 
make  out  and  puldish  the  new  army  list,  as  soon  as  practicable,  I 
perceived  that  there  wtre  si  versi  contingent  conditions  of  office 
which  sp(  nied  necessary  to  fie  published  as  explanations  of  the  re- 
gister, a'ld  those,  as  well  as  the  list,  were   copied.    On  a  careful 
reading  of  those  recommendations,  I  had  some  douht  whether  all, 
and  what  part,  sboidd  be  published,  and  was  going  to  the  secretary 
of  war  for  his  further  diriCtioiis. in  relation  to  them,  when  I  was 
stopped  at  the  room  of  the  hoard  of  officers,  which  was  tl>en  occu- 
pied by  generils  Brown  and  Gaines;  general  Scott,  I  believe,  had 
left  the  city;  .;,'f  neral  Brown  asked  for  those  papers,  all  of  which, 
1  tielieve,  was  then  in  my  hand,  and  commenced  destroying  them. 
I  requested  his  forbearance,  and  state<l  that  I  received  them  from 
•ht  tecrettryof  war,  to  whom  I  wss  theti  carryiiig  them.    He  mid  < 


I  tbey  had  a  substitute,  which  would  be  given  me.  I  impiediately 
reported  the  fact  to  the  secretary  of  war.  and  left  the  further  ex- 
planation for  gen.  Brown.  I  afterwards  receivpii,  in  lieu  of  them, 
on  the  same  day,  the  recommendation  which  was  si tjned  by  gene- 
ral Brown,  and  is  published  with  the  general  orders  of  the  .7th  of 
May,  1821.  The  copies  of  three  separate  papers,  cat'-d  April  13th, 
May  3th  and  May  Uth,  1321. and  signed  by  general  Brown,  were 
iirsi  taken,  under  the  impression  that  'hey  niust  nec-s^arily  be 
published. in  explanation  of  the  new  army  list.  Wlie-.i  the  origi- 
nals were  withdrawn  from  me,  and  the  one  dated  May  1  ith,  sub- 
stiiuti-d,  I  retained  the  copies,  because  they  rdaleti  to  uiy  own 
official  situ>ition,  in  connection  with  others.  A  transcript  was  ta- 
ken andfuriiisbed  to  the  secretary  of  war,  on  a  recnt  application, 
to  know  if  I  had  any  papers  in  relation  to  the  late  reduction  of 
the  army. 

If  all  the  papers  referred  to  were  not  destr.ired,  as  I  am  sure 
part  of  them  were  by  general  Brown,  they  may  perhaps  be  among 
the  records  and  files  of  the  latt  adjutant  and'  inspector  gtnrral's 
office,  of  which  general  Brown  relieved  ine,  on  the  Istol  .'une,  by 
orderof  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  May  3l3t,  1821. 

The  foregoing  contains,  briefly,  all   that  I  understood   to   be 

deemed  material  in  my  answer  to  the  inquiries  of  the  cciii'oittee 

of  senate  on  military  affairs,  aud^s,  to  the  best  of  my  rePu!l=ction 

and  belief  a  tru--  statement.  DANIEL  PAHKER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  this  23rd  day  of  April^lS22.  h  fore  rae. 

ENOCH   HKY.NOLUS, /.  i». 
[Heceived  by  the  committee  after  flieir  report.] 
George   If'oflnngroa,  presitlent  of  the  Unitei  Stri.'e.t  of  AnjericOt 
To  all  ivho  shall  see  these  presents,  greeting: 
Know  ye,  That,  reposing  special  trust  a:.d  contidtiic?  in  the  ir»- 
tegrity,  diligence,  and  ability  of  Caleii  swan,  of  Mjissachusefts,  I 
have  iiomiuaied,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate,  do  appoint  him  paymaster  of  the  troops   sf  the  United 
States,  to  reside  with  the  army;  and  do  autlerize  ^^A  empower 
him  to  e.xecute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that  ofiicc  acoorcing  to  law; 
and  to  have  and  to  hold  t!ie  said  office,  with  ail  the  rights  and 
emoluments  ther-unto  legally  appertaining,  uut.^  him,  ihs  said 
Caleb  Swan,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  presider.t  of  the  United 
States  for  the  lime  being. 
In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made 
patent,  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto 
affi.\ed.     Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Pbiladel- 
[L.  S.3  phia,  this  9th  day  of  May.  in  the  year  of  our  L-ir^  one 
thousand  sfven  liunrireil  and  ninety-two,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  Stat-s  of  America  th'  sixteenth. 
GEORGE  WASHING  rON. 
By  the  prfsldenr:  Thomas  J'-fT^-rsoTi. 
The  president  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  all  rvhom  s/iall 
see  these  presents,  greeting: 
Know  ye,  that,  reposing  special  tru»t  and  confidence  in  the  pa- 
triotism fidelity  and  abilities,  of  Robert  Br -nt,  1  have  nominated, 
and,  by  and  with  the  ad\iee  and  consent  of  the  senate,  do  appoint 
him  paymaster  of  thearoiy  of  the  United  Star.rs.iii  conformity  to 
an  act  of  congress,  passed  the  15th  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two,  entitled -An  act  fixing  the  miiitar\  peace 
establishment  of  the  United  States."     1  his  commission  to  couti- 
niie  in  force  during  the  pleasure  of  the  president  of  the  U.  States. 
Given  under  my  hand,  at  Washington,  thi*  first  day  of  .March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  ilvousaiii<  eigiit  hundr.  d  and  nine, 
and  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  indip"i!denc-of  the  United 
States.  THOMASMEfFERSON. 

By  command  of  the  president  of  the  Uoiud  Stats  of  .^meiica: 
John  Smith,  chief  clerk,  acting  secretary  of  war. 
[R-ceived  by  the  committee  after  their  report.] 
The  president  of  the  U'ited  States  of  America,  to  all  who  shall  see 
these  preterits  greeting: 
Know  ye, that,  reposing  spt-cial  trust  and  cimfidenee  in  the  pa- 
triotism,  valor,  fidelity,  and  abilities,  of  Nathan  Towson,  I  have 
nominated;  and,  by  and  with  the  advic-  and  consent  of  the  s-nate, 
do  apnoint  him  paymaster  geseril  of  the  army  in  the  servic  of 
the  United  States;  to  rank  as  such  from  the  twenty  eighth  day  of 
August,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen.  He  is,  ther-  fore,  care- 
fully and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  paymaster  general, 
by  doing  and  performing  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  o  long- 
ing. And  I  do  strictly  charge  and  require  all  officers  and  si 'dien 
under  his  command  to  be  Dbedleut  to  his  orders  as  paymaster  g^-.ie- 
ral.  And  he  ii  to  observe  a;id  follow  such  ord.rs  and  directions, 
from  lime  to  time,  as  he  shall  receive  from  me,  or  the  future  presi- 
dent of  the  United  .States  of  America,  or  the  general,  or  other  supe- 
rior officers  s°t  over  him,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of 
war.  This  commission  to  coiitinue  in  force  during  the  pleasure  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  for  the  time  being. 

Gives  undev  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  eighteenth 
day  of  March,  in  tlie  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
4[L.  S.]  hundred  and  twenty  and  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of  the  iii- 
dei>eudence  of  thr  United  States.     J.\  MES  MONROE. 
By  the  president:  J.  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  of  war. 

St.  Lmiis.  6th  April,  1821, 
Sir:  The  letter  of  colonel  Wool,  containing  your  proposition* 
for  nie  to  accept  the  situation  of  adjutant  general,  under  the  new 
organisation  of  the  army,  has  been  received.  X  have  to  offer  you 
my  thanks  for  th-  conipliuieiitary  terms  in  which  I  am  mentioned, 
but  I  must  decline  acceding  to  the  proposals.  I  cannot  go  to  Wash- 
ington with  degraded  rank.  The  only  situation,  below  my  present 
grade,  that  I  would  accept  of,  has  been  offered  to  me  by  th^  secreta- 
ry of  war;  a  regiment  with  brevet  rankot  brigadier.  With  this  I 
can  wear  out  my  time  on  a  remote  frontier  till  better  times  offer, 
when,  if  I  merit  it,  I  shall  lie  rewarded,  .\ccept  my  fsest  wishes 
for  your  h>'altli  and  prosperity,  whilst,  with  respect  and  esteem,  I 
am,  my  dear  sir,  your  niost  obedient  servant, 

H  ATKlS^OK,briga'!ier general. 
T>7aj,  gen.  Brown,  United  Statf.t  crrnt;,  city  of  Sev)  2'ork. 
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Head  quarters,  irashhigton,  \3th  April,  1821. 

My  dear  general:  I  am  here,  as  ymi  will  perceive  hy  the  paners, 
for  the  purpose  of  aidinc;  in  the  selection  and  arrangement,  of  the 
officers  to  he  refainert  in  service,  under  the  act  o*"the  2nd  of  March, 
rediicinp  the  mif'try  peace  establishment.  You  will  have  seen, 
also,  that  general*  Gaines  and  Scott  have  been  retained  as  briga- 
diers. General  Ma' nmb  will,  if  agreabie  to  himself,  he  phiced  at 
th?  head  of  the  corps  of  eni^neers,  as  colonel,  with  his  brevet  rank; 
and  it  is  my  anxious  wish  that  ynn  should  be  arranged  to  the  of- 
fice of  adjiitaDt  gfner:il.  with  your  brevet  rank.  As  I  am  to  he 
stationed  here  at  pener:-)!  inchief  ot  thearmy,  it  is  to  me  a  subject 
of  deep  interest  to  have  :in  officer  as  chief  of  my  staiT,  in  v.liom  I 
can  place,  and  the  arniynnrt  country  repose,  the  most  implicit  con- 
fidence. Yon  are  that  officer;  .siul'if,  as  I  believe  it  will,  the  selec 
tion  should  fall  upon  yon.  as  a  friend  who  !nis  r- ndered  yon  some 
service.  ])ermit  me  lo  claim  yor.r  acceptanct  ol  this  sit'ialion  in  my 
military  family.  It  is  verj'  possible  that  I  may  be  the  Rr-atest 
gainer  hy  this  arranrrement.  but  it  will  he  a  part  of  my  duty  to  see 
that  yon  are  not  a  loser.  Adniitting  that  your  command  upcm  the 
>!issouri  is  more  ac;repahie  to  vonr  views,  I  should  hope  that  you 
would  He  w^Uinp;  tomake  some  sacrifice  to  meet  my  viijhes,  and  the 
just  expectations  of  the  army. 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  sav  in  this  place  that  it  appears  to  be 
a  well  dic;ested  and  settled  opinion  here,  that  the  briK:Bditrs  are  to 
tie  so  arranped,  that  one  of  \hem  x^ill  command  upon  the  Atlsiitic 
and  the  other  upon  the  Mississippi,  or  western  frontier,  includin^f 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  and  should  this  avramrement  be  made,  St. 
l.o<iis.or  some  place  in  that  section  of  the  country,  would  tie  the 
Iliad  quarters  ol  the  e;eneral  commanding  in  the  west. 

I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  saying,  that  it  is  niy  confirmet! 
opinion,  that  you  can  he  more  useful  to  yourself  and  the  avmy,  by 
accepting  a  situation  that  will  place  you  under  the  immediate  eye 
<if  the  government,  than  in  any  other,  which  you  can  hold  under 
the  present  law,  and  that  it  is'  your  duty  to  accept  the  office  of 
adjutant  peneral,  if  it  be  assigned  to  you.    Y'our  friend, 

••  ^  JACOB  BKOWN. 

Brigadier  general  U,  Atkinson. 

St.  Louis,  June  '[Stk. 

Dear  Tir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  veceis-e  >  our  favor  of  the  27th 
April.  The  same  reasons  that  I  offered  in  my  letter  of  the  4th 
May,  prevents  me  from  accepting  otthe  situation  of  adjutant  ge- 
Tieral  of  the  army.  , 

I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power,  consistently  with  my  o^-n 
interest,  to  o'-lige  you  in  your  repealed  requests  to  take  a  place  in 
«'our  staff.  With  verv  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor, 
Kic.  '     H.  ATKINSON,  hrift.  gen.  U.  S.  army. 

Maj.gen.  Broivn,  Ur.i'eU  Suites  army,  IVashingt^n  city. 

JMondny  Jpril  29,  1822.  Mr.  Williams,  of  Ten- 
nessee, kid  on  the  table  the  following-  papers, 
vii'ch  were  read: 

tKeceived  by  the  military  committee  on  the  day  of  its  date.] 
Depurtnient  of  rvar.Jnmiory  31.  1522. 

Venr  nir:  Since  I  had  the  conversation  with  you.  I  have  com. 
pared  the  7/ith  articlp,  as  primed  in  the  honk  of  regu)»ti<Mis,  with 
the  same  article  in  the  document  which  was  printed  by  the  order 
of  congies«,  at  the  last  session;  and  it  has  resulted  in  aji  opinion, 
that  the  words  in  the  hook  of  regulations,"  except  in  extra.irrtina- 
ry  cases,  see  63rd  article  of  war,"  ought  not  to  constitute  a  part  of 
ftie  text,  but  are  mere  matter  of  reference,  introduced  hy  the  in- 
<?exing,  which  was  done  after  the  adoption  of  the  regulations  by 
congress,  and  thnt,  consequently,  the  whole  of  those  wor(l«  ought 
to  have  been  placed  in  a  parenthesis,  the  omission  of  which,  by 
the  printer,  has  caused  the  apparent  variation.  With  great  re- 
spect, I  am,  ?.e.  J.C.CALHOUN. 

Hmi.  J    IViUiains. 

[The  following,  with  its  enclosures,  received  by  committee 
four  days  after  their  report.] 

IVar  department.  April  29,  1822. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  deposition  of  brevet  major   general  , 
Scott,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  hon.  Alexander  Smyth  i 
to  bim,  which  satisfactorily  explains  the  diffrrence  between  the  | 
army  regulations  as  printed  by  the  order  of  the  war  department,  ] 
wnder  the  siiverint^ndence  of  general  Scott,  and  the  manuscript  j 
which  was  laid  before  the  house  of  representatives,  and  printed 
by  its  order  previously  to  the  adoption  of  the  regulations  by  coo- 
eress.    By  reference  to  the  deposition  and  letter,  it  will  be  seen, 
that  the  regulations  printed  by  th6  order  of  this  department  accord 
■with  those  adopted  by  congress,  though  they  do  nut,  in  any  parti- 
cular, wiii^  the  volume  printed  by  the  order  of  the  hottse  for  its 
cotisideration,  previously  to  the  adoption  of  the  regulations  hy 
congress-,  and  thet.  in  particular,  article  75,  in  relation  to  trans- 
fers, is  correcilv  printed,  as  adopted. 

1  also  enclose  a  ktter  from  general  Scott,  in  relation  to  the 
arrangement  of  f,en«.Tal  Atkinson  to  the  place  of  adjutunt  general, 
imder  the  act  making  the  late  rwluction  of  the  army,  in  which  h« 
states  his  reason  fur  believing,  at  the  time,  that  general  Atkinson 
■would  accei't  of  that  office  in  preference  to  the  command  of  a 
reginvrnt,  which  had  been  offered  him  by  the  president,  through 
this  di  pavtraent. 

Although  my  own  impression  (which  was  communicatea  to  the 
board)  was,  that  general  Atkinson  ■would  probably  prefer  the  com- 
niand  of  the  6ih  regiment  to  the  office  of  adjutant  general;  yetl 
dir!  not  believe  it  to  be  certain;  particularly  as  I  knew  that  the 
major  general,  to  whom  the  adjutant  ■v.-as  immediately  attached, 
took  a  deep  interest  in  his  acceptance  of  that  office,  and  would 
«ise  hi*  personal  influence  with  liim,  to  its  full  extent,  to  induce 
bim  to  accept. 

Very  resDecifuUy,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  J.  IVilliams,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  military  aj^airs. 


Sir:  I  accidentally  omitted  to  enclose  the  letter  of  general  Scott 
to  which  I  referred  in  mine  of  this  roerniiig.    I  now  enclose  it. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,.&c.  J.  c.  CALHOUN. 

Col.  tl'iUiams. 

_.  IVashington  City,  28th  April,  1822. 

Sir:  I  proceed  to  state  ■what  I  rtcollect  concerning  the  correc- 
tions made  by  you  in  thtj  System  of  Flehl  Service  and  Police 
adopted  by  congress  at  their  last  session,  for  the  army  of  the  United 
States. 

As  chairman  of  the  committee  of  military  affairs  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  I  received  tvi'o  printed  copies,  corrected  bv 
you,  of  the  system,  'llie  first  I  received  directly  from  you,  as  I 
believe;  tlie  second,  through  thi-  war  department,  or  the  office  of 
the  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  which  I  understood  to  have 
your  final  corrections.  This  last  was  the  copy  which  I  intended 
that  the  Regulations  should  be  printed  from;  and  I  am  very  con- 
fident that,  for  that  purpose,  I  deposited  it  with  the  clerk  of  the 
house  of  representatives.  It  is  also  impressed  on  mv  mind,  that  I 
wrote  either  to  the  secretary  uf  war  or  yourself,  referring  to  that 
copy  at  the  one  from  which  the  Regulntions  ouglit  to  be  printed. 

It  is  not  ill  my  power  to  say  in  what  the  copy  which  1  suppose  to 
have  been  deposited  with  the  clerk,  diftered  from  the  copies  which 
were  printed  tor  the  use  of  ihe  members  ul  cot  ;jre8S.  There  were 
correttioRs  of  errors  of  the  prt  ss.  verbal  alterations,  and  some  aj- 
diti^Mis,  in  the  first  copy;  and.  I  believe,  stili  niore  of  the  latter  ia 
the  second  copy,whieli  was  that  Oeposit!  d  vyitli  Mr.  Olbugherty. 

Very  respBCtfully.  ALEXANDER  SiMYIH. 

MaJ.  Gen.  Scoti,  IVashington  Ci'y. 

U'ashiagion,  April  Vrth,  1822. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  will  state,  to  the  best  of  :»» 
memory  and  belief,  the  material  circumstance  known  to  ine,  rela- 
tive to  the  recommendation  of  brevet  brigadier  general  Atkinson, 
for  the  office  of  adjutant  general,  made  by  the  board  of  general 
officers,  of  which  1  was  a  member,  assembled  for  thu  puriwse  of 
assisting  in  the  late  reduction  of  the  army. 

It  is  not  deemed  material  for  me  to  say  what  were  my  own 
wishes  or  opinion  on  that  recommendation,  though  I  am  free  to 
declare  that  I  entertain  (or  gemral  Atkinson  the  greatest  respect 
as  ail  officer,  and  bold  him  in  tlieclosest  esteem  as  a  roan. 

On  taking  a  view  of  the  whole  army  list,  and  the  general  effect 
of  tbti  impending  reduction.it  very  early  occurred  to  the  board,  (I 
mean,  at  least  a  majority  th.reoJ,  either  including  or  exciuding 
myself  individusHy),  that  it  wouW  be  desirable,  in  order  to  save 
the  greatest  number  of  valuMlile  officers  for  the  service,  geiier'illy, 
to  retain  general  Atkinson  a»  adjutant  general.  Before,  however, 
«ny  decision  was  taken  on  the  question,  I  understood  from  general 
Brown  that  he  had  wrilten  to  general  Atkinson,  intimating  wliat 
woiiel  probably  be  done  by  tlie  board  relstivs  to  the  latter;  and, 
afterwards,  whin  the  arraugeinent  Itad  been  definitively  made  in 
that  case,  and  in  the  others  of  importance  connected  tin  r'-with,  I 
learnt  from  general  Brown  that  he  had  received  a  letter  Irom  gene- 
ral Atkinson,  expressing  a  preference  lor  his  theli  situation,  and 
a  desire  to  be  continued  iu  it,  with  the  reduced  rank  of  colonel  of 
the  sivth  infantry,  and  the  brevet  of  brigadier  oT  the  army.  Now 
there  was  an  official  letter  of  general  Atkinson,  addressed  to  the 
war  department,  before  the  bonrd  at  that  time,  in  which  it  was 
distinctly  seen  what  was  his  meaning  as  to  his  then  situation,  (for 
he  was  already  advised,  at  the  time  of  writing  ths  lett-*,  of  his 
reduction  to  the  rank  of  colonel),  viz.  the  command  of  a  depart- 
ment, with,  of  course,  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  his  brevn  rank. 
But,  undersiaiiding  from  you  that  he  could  not  be  to'itinued  in 
that  command;  that  is,  that  you  would  be  abliged,  under  the  law, 
to  have  but  two  great  departments,  for  myself  and  general  Gaines, 
the  board  concluded  that  when  genaral  Atkinson  should  liecomc 
acquainted  with  that  decision,  (of  which  he  was  then  ignorant),  he 
would  prefer  th(  office  of  adjutant  general  to  the  innneriiate  and 
sole  command  of  the  sixth  regiment;  particularly,  as  all  the  diffi- 
culti^-s  in  making  the  estaMishmeut  at  the  Council  Bluffs  had 
been  already  overcome,  and  there  was  no  longer  room  for  activity 
or  enterprise  in  that  quarter.  I  (eel  myself  at  Iihe4ty  to  say,  that 
this  was  my  own  opinion,  and  appeared  to  be  that  of  the  other 
members  ot  the  board,  down  to  die  period  of  my  leaving  WashUig- 
ton  to  attend  to  other  duties.  I,  however,  never  saw  general  At- 
kinson's letter  to  general  Brown, nor  do  I  know  that  it  was  shown 
to  either  yourself  or  general  G.iines-  I  am  confident  it  was  not 
laid  before  the  board.  There  were  other  consider»tions  which 
contributed  to  the  persuasion  last  expressed  above;  such  as  gene- 
ral Brown's  declared  intention  to  write  a  second  time  to  urge  gene* 
rat  A.  to  accept:  to  inform  him  of  the  important  contingencies 
which  would  depend  on  his  decision,  &c.  &.c.  1  was,  at  the  time 
in  question,  not  unacquainted  with  the  opinion  entertained  by  my 
friend  general  Parker  on  this  subjtct,  and  the  reasons  on  which  it 
was  founded;  hut,  nevertheless,  confidently  expected  a  diSereat 
result. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser 
vant,  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

To  the  hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  of  7for. 

Deposition  of  major  general  Scott. 
The  deponent  saith  he  was,  soratlinie  in  March,  1821,  employed 
by  the  war  department,  to  superintend,  at  Philadelphia,  the  print- 
ing of  the  book  entitleil,  "General  Regulations  for  the  Army;"  that 
he,  accordingly,  carefully  examined  x\ic  proof  sheets  M\.\\ty  succes- 
sively came  from  the  press.  That  the  articles  of  the  bonh  which 
had  then  been  recently  approved  by  congress,  "were  reprinted  with 
the  most  perfect  good  faith.  That  no  alteration  was,  after  the 
2d  of  March,  1821,  made  in  either  of  those  particular  articles,  ex- 
cept in  some  very  few  instances,  wherein  a  word  was  substituted 
for  another,  merely  wnb  a  view  togrammattical  accuracy,  without 
changing  a  principle;  and,  excepting  also,  some  slight  dianges  in 
article  38,  ("orgaiii/.ation  of  deparimenis,'")  such  as  striking  out 
"major  general  of  the  division;"  striking  out  "assistajit"  befoj's 
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i.tie  words  "inspector  general,"  &c.  which  changes  were,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  cclitor  amicoiinjilcr,  (this  dtpoiieiit),  rendered  ne- 
cessary by  the  very  aet  that  a>»prov.-d  the  ailieli-;  the  act  giving 

10  tile  army,  in  thos"-  (larliculars, a  nc-ui  uisani^aiioii. 
Itreiiiyius  (or  the  d.  po.i.iit  to  explain  I'^/ie:/- Vf-ito/oni  between 

the  articles  o\'  the  book  first  priut-d  at  W;ishiii!,'toii,  by  order  ot 
tl:e  house  ol  representatives,  and  the  same  aitieUs  reprinted  at 
Piiiladelpliia.  Ihe  first  printing  was  early  in  Jnnciary,  1821;  and 
ihe  biiok  was  not  sanctioned  till  the  2d  of  March  lollowing.  Very 
e;  rly  ill  this  interval,  the  deponent  received  several  copies  Iroin 

11  e  press  of  tlie  public  printer  On  reading  u<ff\-  one  ol  thein  at 
I'liiladelpliia,  he  discovered,  besides  tij/'Ogrfj/j/u(altnors.{ulvili\vti 
tiiere  were  many),  that  soine  of  the  article's  of  the  hook  did  not 
perfectly  hamioniie  wiih  oih.  rs.  I'hat  certain  principles  laid 
» own,  required  a  gr<atcr  developeiiieiu  for  practical  purposes; 
fud  f  eliny  much  anxiety,  in  his  capacity  of  compiler,  for  the 
literary  and  proiessiou;:!  loeiits  of  tin  work,  he  i.uiiiediately  em 
ployed  hi.jiseU  in  correctiii)^  tliosv  <  rrors  and  defects,  wliicli  were 
more  readily  perceived  iii  the  /irinted  sliapi  the  anicles  had  then 
assuitted.  Having  corrected,  with  md  ink,  two  o!  the  printed  co- 
pies, so  as  to  render  tht-m  exact  duplicates,  this  deponent  retained 
one  in  his  own  possession,  and  sent  the  other  ilirough  tlie  war 
department,  (some  time  in  February,  certainly  niany  weeks  be- 
fore the  2d  Maveh,  l«2I,)  witii  a  rr((Uest  that  it  might  be  laid  before 
the  military  tommiltee  ol'  llie  house,  and  accepted  as  the  copy  to 
be  approved.  1  his  was  accordingly  dune,as  the  deponent  is  a;jain 
advised  by  the  chairman  of  that  comaiiiiee,  who  is  still  a  member 
of  thni  bouse,  and  tli--  depontlit  avers,  that  the  duplicate  retained 
by  bim,  was  the  copy  from  which  the  articles  approved  by  con- 
gress  Were  reprintid,  as  above  stated. 

In  respect  to  article  75,  ('Transfers")  one  of  those  altered  or 
recast,  in  February,  as  he  verilj  believes,  and  transmitted  as  above, 
the  deponent  soleninl)  av^rs  that  he  rec.ived  from  no  person  what- 
ever, any  suggestion  to  make  an  alt.  ration  therein."  that  its  pre- 
sent verbal  shape  was  given  to  it,  on  his  own  mere  motion,  without 
a  view  to  any  particular  case  then  fireseen;  that,  in  bis  liumUle 
opinion,  the  principles  embraced  iji  the  article  are  prolessionally 
sound,  right,  and  proper;  that  the  wotds  "exc.pt  in  extraurdioury 
cases,'"  inserted  by  him,  wer>'  liurrowid  from  the  article  on  pioina- 
t ion*, (see  article  •!,  paragraph  1  which  r.gnlatlon  is  at  least  as  old 
iu  our  service  as  1813),  where  the  same  words  will  be  found;  giving 
10  the  executive,  in  an  analogous  case,  a  greater  power  than  he 
can  exercise  undt  r  the  article  on  transfers,  even  as  it  at  present 
stands;  that  the  reference  in  tlie  Ust  mentioned  article,  to  lie  found 
Su  these  words— "see  63d  article  of  war,''  was  inereiy  tiliturial,aud 
not  iiitiiided  to  make  part  of  th.;  text;  but  simply  to  assist  ibe 
reader  (as  in  numerous  other  places  in  the  book)  to  find  kindred 
Ic'gislatio.ion  the  same  iuljjeet. 

The  custom  of  printers  in  cutting  up  copy  into  leaves,  it  is  pre- 
sumitl.  IS  w_ll  understood.  Tiiese  detached  leaves  are  sent  by  the 
printer,  from  time  to  time,  and  in  parcels,  with  pi-uufi-hcfts  i*  tlie 
lifW  impression,  for  the  correction  of  the  latter,  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  press,  who,  in  the  instance  in  <)Uestion,  was  the 
dei'om  ill;  the  prcof-shei  ts  being  verified, are  then  returned  to  the 
piintrr,  Willi  the  original  copy.  The  deponent  has  recently  eaus.  d 
a  se.irth  to  be  made  for  the  original  copy  printed  from,  in  this 
case,  but  has  only  fiund  one  or  two  tletaeh  d  leaves,  among  his 
own  papers,  probably  left  by  accident,  and  nothing  among  tlie 
pnultrs'  papers.  Uy  lii:u,  after  the  new  book  was  out  of  the 
press,  those  leaves  Were  considered  as  mere  waste  pajier.  as  is  be- 
lieved to  be  usual  in  such  casts.  The  leaves  found  by  the  depo- 
nent entail!  no  part  of  article  75,  or  any  other  that  was  altered 
between  tile  first  and  second  impression. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  rne,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace 
for  W.'isiiiiigton  county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  this  29th  day 
of  Aprll,182-.  T.   H.  GILLiSS. 

T'lc  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the;  raessiij^'-e  oi 
the  I2tii  of"  April,  nominating  Nathan  Towsoii  and 
Jarnes  Gadsden  to  military  appointments,  together 
wnh  thereportot'the  mlitary  committee  thereupon. 

On  the  qucbtion,  "Will  the  senate  advise  and 
coiiSe,nt  to  the  appointment  of  Natiian  Towson  to 
be  colonel  at  tlie  2d  regiment  of  artiliery.'" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative;  yeas  17,  nays 
25. 

On  motion, 

The  y  _'as  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifth  of 
the  senators  jireient. 

Those  who  voted  in  tlie  affirmative,  are 
Messrs.  Barbuiir,  Brown,  of  Lou.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Fiudiay,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Johnson,  of  K(  n.  .Ioli:'.siin,  of 
Lou.  King,  of  Alab.  Knight,  Lanman,  Parrott,  Kodiiey,  Southard, 
Stukes,  Talbot. 

I  hose  -a"  o  voted  in  the  negative,  are 

Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler.  U'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Gaillard, 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  King,  ol  N^wY.irk,  Lloyd,  Luvsrie,  Macon, 
Morril,  Noble,  Palnier,  Pleaia.its,  Ruggles,  Si  ytnoor.  Smith,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Van  Biireii,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams,  of 
Miss.  Williams,  of  I'enn. 

On  the  question,  "Will  the  senate  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  appointment  of  James  Gadsden  to  be 
atJjutant  general?" 

It  v(^s  determined  in  the  negative;  yeas  17, 
nays  25.    On  mo^^n, 


The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  liflh  of 

the  senators  pieseiit. 

Those  Wiifi  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are 
Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  of  Lou.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  Elaton,  E4' 

wards,  FiiirllMy,Ho!:nt  s,of  Miss.  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Johnson,  of  Lou. 

King,  of  Alub^ima,  Knight,  Laoman,  Parrott,  Rodney,  Soutiurd, 

Stokes,  Williams,  of  Miss. 

1  i.i)»r  Who  vDicd  in  the  negative,  are 
Messrs.  Barton,  Benton.  Chandler,  Dickerson,  Gaillard,  Holmes, 

of  Maine,  King,  of  N.  Y.  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morril,  Noble, 

Palmer,  Pleasa.iis,    Rnggles,    S<  ymour.    Smith,   Talbot.    Taylor, 

Tho'iias,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,   Walker,  Ware,   Williams^  of 

'I'enii. 

Su  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  not  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  appointments  of  Nathan  Towson  and 
James  Gadsden. 

Tuesday,  .ipnl  30,  1823.  Mr.  Williams,  of  Ten: 
nessee,  communicated  the  following  paper,  which 
was  read: 

April  mth,  1822. 

I  certify  that  I  was  one  of  the  committee  on  niihtary  atfairs, 
during  the  last  session  of  congress,  and  pnncLUaliy  attended  eacb 
meeting  of  the  committee,  and  irequeiitly  acted  as  chairman  in 
th- absence  of  general  A.  Sn.yth,  who  dechned  attending  the  co'U- 
mittee,  after  it  was  detr-rwiined  by  tliein  to  reduce  the  army.  At 
an  early  period  of  the  session,  the  r.  gulatioiis  for  the  goveruraent 
of  the  arniy,  eompiled  by  general  Scott,  were  referred  to  said  com- 
mittee. He  house  of  repics^utativi-s  had  them  printed.  I  further 
certify  that  no  other,  «r  corrected  copy,  was  submitted  to  the  ex- 
amination, or  received  the  approbation,  of  the  committee.  I  am 
eonfirniedin  this  opinion  from  the  fact  that  general  Smyth  did  not 
attend  at  any  meeting  of  th«  committee  alti  r  the  bill  was  reported 
to  reduce  and  fix  the  military  peace  establishment  of  the  United 
States,  until  the  bill  had  passed  the  house  and  was  returned  by  the 
senate  with  amendments.  This  hill  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  military  nfF4Jrs,  and  wlien  under  examination  geneial  SinyiU 
attended.  The  particular  subject  of  their  consideration  was,  whe* 
tiler  a  major  general  and  two  brigadier  generals,  with  their  aids, 
should  he  retained  in  s.'rvice.  If  the  book  of  regulations  wai 
mentioned,  1  have  not  the  hast  recollection  of  it,  and  my  belief  is, 
tbat  it  was  not;  I  ani  sure  no  corrected  copy  of  the  work  was. 

JOHN  COCKE. 
IVashington,  April  39/A,  lb22. 

We,  the  subscribers,  were  members  ot  the  military  committee  in 
the  w  inter  of  J  821,  and  usually  alteiuled  the  meitiiigs  of  said  conn- 
iiiittee.  and  agree  that  the  foregoing  statement  of  facts  by  general 
Cocke  is  correct,  according  to  our  best  recollection  and  belief. 

JO.SHUA  CLISHiMAN. 
JOHN   RUSS. 

West  India  Ports. 

£1/  the  president  of  Uie  United  Utatea  of  Jtmericcf. 

A   PltOCLAMATIOJf. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  congiess  of  the  United 
States,  passed  on  the  si.^th  day  of  May  last,  it  was 
provided,  that,  on  satisfactory  evidence  being  given 
to  the  president  of  the  United  .States  that  the  ptirta 
in  the  islands  or  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  under 
the  dominion  of  G  cat  IJritam,  liave  been  opened 
to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  the  president 
.should  be,  and  thereby  was,  authorized  to  issue  his 
proclamation,  declaring  that  tlie  porta  ot  liie  Unit- 
ed States  should  thereafter  be  open  to  the  vesyels 
of  Great  Britain  emijloyed  in  the  trade  and  inter- 
course  belwen  the  Uniled  States  and  such  islands 
or  colonies,  subject  to  wucli  reciprocal  rules  and  re- 
strictions as  tlie  president  of  the  United  States 
might,  by  such  piuclamation,  make  and  publish, 
any  thing  in  the  laws  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
navigation,"  or  an  act  entitled  "An  act  9up[>lemen- 
tary  to  an  act  concerning  navigation,"  to  the  con- 
trary not  withstanding. 

And,  whereas,  satisfactory  evidence  has  been 
given  to  the  j>resitlent  ol  the  United  Slates  that 
the  ports  hereinafter  named,  in  the  islands  or  colo- 
nies in  the  West  Indies,  under  the  dominion  of 
Great  Britain,  have  been  opened  to  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  that  is  to  say,  the 
I'orts  of  Kingston,  Savannah  Le  Mar,  Montego  Bay, 
Santa  Lucia,  Antonio  St.  Ann,  Falmouth, 
Maria,  Morant  Bay,      in  Jamaica 

Grenada 


Saint  George 

jRotissau 


Dominicft 
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S.'.ip.t  .lohas  Antigua 

Saini  Josef  '                 Trinidad 

Kcaiborough  Tobago 

lioaU  ({arbor  Tortola 

N.'Svui  New  Providence 

P:Ustowa  Crooked  Island 
hort  Georee  and  Port       >  „     „    , 

Hamilton  ^Bermuda 

Any  pert  vvhere  there  is  a  ?  g^hamas 

cublom  nouse  3 

Bridgetown  Barbadoes 

St.  Johns,  St.  Andrews        New  Brunswick 
Halifax  Nova  Scotia 

Quebec  Canada 

St.  Johns  New  Foundland 

Georgetown  Demarara 

New  .-Vmsterdam  Berbice 

Castries  St.  Lucia 

Bassatere  St.  Kilts 

Charlestown  Nevis 

and  Plymouth  Montserrat. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  James  MoNnoE,  president  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  declare 
and  proclaim,  that  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
shali  hereafter,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
the  congress  oi"  the  United  States,  be  open  to  the 
vessels  of  Great  Britain  employed  in  the  trade  and 
intercourse  oetween  the  United  States  and  the 
islands  and  colonies  hereinbefore  named;  any  thing 
in  the  laws,  eiUitljd  "An  act  concerning  naviga 
tion,"  or  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act  concerning  navigation,"  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding, under  the  following  reciprocal  rules 
and  restrictions,  namely: 

To  vessels  of  Great  Britain,  bona  fide  British  built, 
owned,  and  the  masters  and  three  toinths  of  the 
mariners  of  which,  at  least,  shall  belong  to  Great 
Britain;  or  any  United  States'  built  ship  or  vessel 
which  has  been  sold  to,  and  become  the  property 
of,  British  subjects;  such  ship  or  vessel  being  also 
navigated  with  a  master  and  three  fonnhs  of  the 
mariners,  at  least,  belonging  to  Great  Britain;  Jlnd 
provided  alivays.  That  no  articles  shall  be  imported 
into  the  United  States  in  any  such  British  ship  or 
vessel,  other  than  articles  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture,  of  the  British  islands  and  colonies 
in  the  West  Indies,  when  imported  in  British  vessels 
coming  from  any  such  island  or  colony,  and  articles 
of  tiiC  grow  tb,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the 
British  colonies  in  North  America,  or  of  the  island 
of  New  Foundland,  in  vessels  coming  from  the  port 
of  St.  Johns,  in  that  island,  or  from  any  of  the 
aforesaid  ports  of  the  British  colonies  in  North 
America. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
this  twenty-fourth  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-two,  in  the  forty-seventh  year  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
By  the  president: 

JoHS  QciNCY  Adams,  secretary  of  state. 

(j^^The  New-York  packet  ship  Liverpool,  during 
a  thick  fog,  ran  against  an  island  of  ice  and  went 
down  in  less  than  two  hours.  All  of  the  passengers 
and  crew  were  saved,  but  with  nothing  else  than 
the  clothes  which  they  had  on  their  backs,  and  ar- 
rived in  the  boats  at  St.  John's.  N.  F. 

roREiGN  KE\rs.  We  have  some  later  foreign 
iatelligence,  but  not  space  left  to  give  particu- 


lars.  Ft  appears,  though  there  is  not  y-et  any  thing 
more  than  reports,  that  the  Greeks  will  be  abandon- 
ed to  the  murcy  of  the  Turks,  by  the  "magnanimous 
Alexander."  The  state  of  things  in  Spain  is  bad  — 
certain  of  the  guards  who  had  revofted,  had  at- 
tempted  to  seize  the  person  of  the  king  at  Madrid, 
to  effect  a  destruction  of  the  constitutional  system. 
They  failed,  aP'.CT  considerable  fighting  and  blood- 
shed; but  a  civil  tuar  seems  close  at  hand,  and  il  ia 
also  highly  probable  that  there  -will  be  a  speedy  rup- 
ture Tvith  France,  supposed  to  act  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  huiy  allies. 

New  York  is  in  a  state  of  great  alarm,  yet  the 
number  of  jdeaths  is  not  large,  not  exceeding  two 
or  three  per  day,  by  the  yellow  fever— but  the  di- 
sease is  extending  itself  beyond  what  was  consider- 
es  tlie  infected  district,  and  cases  have  appeared  in 
the  very  seat  of  business — so  that  most  oi  the  banks 
and  public  offices,  and  printing  oliices,  Stc.  and 
many  of  the  principal  merchants  and  dealers,  have 
removed  to  the  upper  part  of  the  city.  The  EveniniJ 
Post,  says  that  the  fever  has  "at  last  gained  such  a 
head  as  to  threaten  a  sweeping  epedemic."  We 
still  entertain  a  hope  tliat  this  may  not  be  the  case, 
and  believe  that  the  tew  instances  of  the  disease 
which  have  hajjpened,  though  they  may  make  it 
right  for  persons  to  remove,  do  not  sanction  so  great 
a  degree  of  alarm. 

South  Carolina.  An  exposition  of  the  late  con- 
templated insurrection  of  tha  blacks  at  Charleston 
has  been  published,  and  bears  the  signature  of  the 
governor  of  the  state,  it  shall  be  inserted  in  this 
paper. 

Emiguants,  The  party  said  to  oe  German  Jews 
and  all  of  one  family,  noticed  in  our  last,  as  having 
arrived  at  Philadelpiiia,  appear  to  have  been  much 
mis-represented.  They  were  Swiss,  of  the  Baptist 
persuasion  and  of  different  families — a  plain  honest 
and  laborious  people,  and,  like  the  Friends,  bear- 
iiig  a  testimony  against  war.  Ihey  are  farmers, 
and  will  soon  make  "the  wilderness  blossom  as  the 
rose." 

Specie.  A  Boston  paper  says — In  our  last  v/e 
mentioned  there  bad  been  imported  into  this  port, 
from  January  1st  to  June  3<J  1822,  from  foreign 
countries,  the  sum  ef  70,781  dollars,  we  have  ascer- 
tained that  there  has  been  exported  to  the  East  In- 
dies, Brazil,  England  and  Cuba,  in  that  time,  the 
sum  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  four  thousand 
four  hundred  and  six  dollars, 

British  cohn  law.  The  act  which  lately  passed 
parliament,  provides  that  when  the  price  of  wheat 
shall  reach  seventy  shillings,  foreign  grain  shall  be 
admitted  into  English  ports  at  a  duty  of  seventeen 
shillings  per  quarter  for  the  first  three  months;  and 
after  that  period,  should  the  ports  still  continue 
open,  to  be  reduced  to  twelve  shilhngs  sterhng> 
and  with  a  further  descending  scale  of  duty  in  pro- 
portion  to  any  additional  rise  of  price. 

So  then,  British  wheal  must  average  eighty-seven 
shillings  per  quarter,  (including  the  dwty),  or  nearly 
eleven  shillings  sterling  per  bushel,  before  the  peO' 
pie  of  England  are  to  be  permitted  to  use  foreign 
wheat,  though  it  might  be  furnished  in  immense 
quantities  for  4  or  5s.  per  bushel!  What  a  com- 
ment is  this  on  the  favorite  dogma  of  the  Britisl>iB' 
the  United  States — "let  trade  regulate  itself?" 


ENO  OF  VOLUME  TWENTY  TWO, 
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